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TH£  SfiNATB  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  TBB  BBOOlfO  SBSHON  OF  THE  BCCTEElfTH  0ONQKB6B,  BEOOIT  AT  THE  CRY 
OF  WABHmOTON,  MONOAT,  NOVEMBER  18,  1891k 


MoNDAT,  NoTember  13, 18S0. 
The  second  session  of  the  Sixteenth  Coogress 
commeaced  this  day,  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
eonlisnnably  to  the  act,  approved  the  thirteenth  of 
May,  one  thousand  eig^t  hundred  and  twenty,  en- 
titled "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
of  Coi^iess,'*  and  the  Senate  assembled. 

pnassXT: 

DjiTin  L.  MoaaiL  and  John  F.  Pabbott,  from 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Jambb  BoaiUi.1.,  jr„  from  Rhode  Island. 

Jmaao  TioBmioR,  uma  Vetmoot. 

Roma  Kwa  and  NjfTB&ii  SavrasDu  fiom  New 
Yoric 

Mahlm  DicKBasQH  and  Jamis  J.  Wilsom, 
froBi  New  Jmey. 

JoiMTBiui  RoBwm  and  Waltbh  Lqwri^  from 
PMrns^TSttia. 

OvnEBnoGOi  Hourr  and  Nicholas  Yam 
Draa,  from  Delaware. 

James  Babbodr  and  Jahus  Plbabantb,  &om 
Tiivioia. 

NATHAjriEL  Macos,  fiom  North  Carolina. 

JoBM  Gaiu.ah»  and  Wiluam  Shith,  ilrom 
Sooth  Caiutina. 

RicHABo  M.  JoBKBON,  from  KentiK^. 

JoBH  Hbmbt  Eaton,  from  Tennessee. 

Bbujamih  RuoaLBB  and  Wiluam  A.  Tbublb, 
ftomOhio. 

Jambs  Bbdwh  and  Hbbbt  Jobnbon,  from  Lou- 
iaiana. 

Waua  Taylor  and  Jahh  Nobls,  from  In- 
diau. 

Tbomuu  H.  Williams  and  Davis  Holmbb, 
from  Mimiwrippi. 

N«uw  BowARiMi  and  Jhbb  B.  "^ohas,  firom 
niiMia. 

WfLUAM  R.  Kjm  and  Jobn  W.  Walker,  from 
Alabama. 

JoBH  Chanolbr  and  John  Holmes,  from 
Maine. 

Joan  Gaillabd,  President  pr*  tnnpm,  resumed 
the  Chair. 

The  new  members  having  goalified  and  taken 
theii  seats,  tbey  wete  classed,  oy  lot,  as  is  usnaL 


The  result  was,  that  the  ta-m  of  service  of  Ux. 
Holhbb  will  expire  on  the  3d  March  next,  and 
that  of  Mr.  Cbahbler  on  the  3d  of  March  two 
years  thereafter. 

Mr.  Kmo,  of  Alabama,  moved  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  acqoaint  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  organizadon  of  the  Senate, 
and  of  its  readiness  to  receive  any  eommunicatioa 
from  him ;  whereupon,  Mesua.  Kino,  of  AlabaiaS) 
and  Macon  were  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morril, 

Badvedy  That  two  Chaplaim^  of  different  de- 
owiinations,  be  appointed  to  Congieas,  during  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shaU  inr 
terehange  weekly. 

The  orders  viiial  at  the  oaaamenecnMiit  of  the 
lenien  havuig  been  made,  the  Benate  aijsnmaL 


ToEsnAY,  November  14. 

William  A.  Palmbb,  frtm  the  State  of  Vsic- 
mont,  and  Jobh  Wiluams,  from  itiE  8wta  of 
Tennessee,  severally  attended. 

The  PaBBiBiirr  communicated  a  copy  of  the 
constitution,  as  adopted  for  Ae  govemmanl  of  the 
State  of  Missom,  which  was  rnd. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mi.  SHrra, 

Readved,  That  a  eonmiitlee  be  appointed  to  in- 
qnire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  l^idative 
measores  may  be  necessary  for  admittiBg  the  State 
of  Missom'i  into  the  Union. 

Messrs.  Smitb,  Bdrrill,  and  Macon,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  two  o'clock,  to  await 
the  organization  oi  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  met  again,  but  finding  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativesbad  not  yet  elecwd  a  Speaker,  they  ad- 
journed nntil  to-morrow. 


Wedhbbdat,  November  16. 

Samdbl  W.  Dana,  from  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, attended. 

Mr.  Bdrrill  communicated  a  resolution,  passed 
by  ibe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Planutims,  instructing  their  Sen- 
ators, and  ngnesting  thor  ReiwesentatiTee  in  Con- 
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gress,  to  exert  their  influence  to  reduce  the  com- 
peosation  of  members  of  Coogfress  to  six  dollars 
pa  day}  and  the  resolution  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Walkeb,  of  Alabama,  the 
Senate  adjonmed  to  one  o'clock  in  the  af^nu>on> 

One  o'dodi  t»  tie  afternoon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  qnorum  of  the  House 
of  ReinesentatiTes  is  assemUed,  and  have  elected 
John  W.  Taylor,  one  of  the  RqiresenUtiTes  from 
the  State  of  New  York,  their  Speaker,  in  the  place 
of  Henry  Clay,  resigned,  and  are  ready  to  proceed 
to  business:  and  that  they  hare  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part  to  Join  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
to  receive  any  commonications  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  reported,  from  the  joint 
committee^  that  they  had  waited  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  in- 
formed the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  com- 
munication to  the  two  Houses  forthwith. 

PREBIDENT'B  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  recdred  fnnn  the 
Pbbbidemt  op  the  Uniteu  Stateb: 
F^ow-^Uixens     the  8maU 

and  of  the  Hioux  of  R^eaeniaHvee  .■ 

In  commnnieatiog  to  you  a  jost  view  of  public  tf- 
fkin,  at  the  commencflment  of  ;our  present  Itbort,  I 
do  it  with  great  sttisftetiim ;  becaaae,  taking  all  cir- 
cnnutaneet  into  consideration  which  claim  attention, 
I  see  much  caoae  to  rejocs  in  the  felict^  of  out  ritaa- 
tioB.  In  making  this  remark,  X  do  nM  wMi  to  b«  Da< 
dwilood  to  im^  d»t  an  unvaried  {Boaperi^  fs  to  be 
seen  in  evety  mterest  of  this  great  oommnnity.  In  the 
pro  great  of  a  nation,  inhabiting  a  territory  of  SDch  Taat 
extent  and  great  variety  of  climate,  erery  portion  of 
nldeh  is  engaged  in  foreign  commerce,  and  liable  to 
be  afiected,  in  aome  degree,  by  the  changea  which  oc- 
enr  in  the  condition  and  regulationa  of  foreign  coan- 
tnea,  it  wonid  be  strange  if  the  produce  of  our  soil  snd 
the  indnstiT  and  enterniae  of  oar  fellow>cttiiens  re- 
osived  at  aU  times,  and  in  every  qaarter,  an  nnifbim 
■ad  e^al  anepnrageaiMit.  This  would  bs  more  tlian 
we  wMld  have  a  right  to  expect,  under  dreonstanees 
die  most  favorable.  Pressnres  on  certain  Interests,  it 
is  admitted,  haa  been  felt;  bat  allowing  to  these  their 
greatest  extent,  they  detract  but  little  from  the  force  of 
the  remarks  already  made.  In  forming  a  just  esti- 
mate of  oar  prcaant  sitoation,  it  ia  proper  to  look  at 
tfu  whole,  in  the  oatUne,  as  well  ss  in  Uie  detail.  A 
free,  virtoous,  and  enlightened  people  know  well  the 
great  winciples  and  cansos  on  whuh  thdr  happinaas 
dneads;  and  even  thoae  who  snfo  most,  oecasion- 
aJly,  in  thehr  trsnutory  concerns,  find  great  rriier  un- 
der their  aoHerings,  from  the  blessings  which  they 
otherwise  enjoy,  and  In  the  ctmsoHng  and  animating 
hope  wliidi  they  administer.  From  whence  do  theae 
pnesoies  comeT  JKot  from  a  Government  which  is 
■bonded  hfj  administered  for,  and  supported  by  the 
people.  We  trace  than  to  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  epoch  in  which  we  live,  and  to  the  extraordinary 
oooarrmces  lAidi  have  signalized  it.  The  convof- 
rions  with  whidi  several  of  tlie  Powen  of  Eon^  have 
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been  shaken,  and  tfie  long  and  dastractive  wars  in 
which  all  were  engaged,  with  Uieir  sndden  transitioa 
to  a  state  of  peace,  presenting,  in  the  fint  instance, 
nnusnal  enoouragement  to  our  commerce,  and  with- 
drawing it  in  the -second,  even  vrithin  its  wonted  limit, 
conld  not  fail  to  be  sensibly  felt  here.  The  station, 
too,  which  we  had  to  support  thnmgh  this  long  con- 
flict, compelled  aa  we  were  finally  to  become  a  party 
to  it  with  a  principal  Power,  and  to  make  great  ex- 
ertiona,  anfier  heanr  losses,  and  to  contract  considersUe 
debts,  disturbing  the  ordinary  course  of  a&irs,  by  sug- 
mentiog,  to  a  vast  amount,  the  circulating  medium, 
and  thereby  elevating,  at  one  time,  the  price  of  every 
article  above  a  jost  standard,  and  depressing  it  at  aB(H 
ther  below  it,  had  likewiie  its  due  effect. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  pressures  of  which  we  com- 
pUin  haveproceeded,  In  a  great  measure,  fr«n  these 
causes.  When,  tiien,  we  take  into  ^ew  the  pro^er- 
ons  and  happy  oondilion  of  our  country,  in  all  the 
great  drcumstaneea  which  constitute  the  (elid^  of  a 
nstioo — eveiT  individusi  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all 
bis  rights :  the  Union  Uessed  with  plenty,  and  rapidly 
rising  to  greatnesa,  under  a  national  Government, 
which  opera  tee  with  complete  effect  in  every  part,  with- 
oot  being  felt  in  any,  except  by  the  ample  protection 
which  it  affinrds,  and  nnder  State  governments  whidi  per- 
form th«r  equal  shsrs,  according  to  a  wise  distribution 
of  power  between  them,  in  promotbg  the  public  hap* 
pinoss — itis  imposriUe  to  behold  so  gratifying,  so  glo- 
rious a  spectade,  without  being  penetrated  with  the 
most  profbund  and  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the 
Supreme  Aothorof  all  good  for  sadi  manifdd  and  in- 
estimable blessings.  Deeply  impressed  with  these 
sentiments,  I  cannot  r^mrd  the  pressures  to  which  I 
have  adverted  otherwise  than  in  the  liglit  of  mild  aisd 
instniotive  adnumiilniB ;  vrataing  na  of  dangers  to  bo 
shunned  in  flitnie ;  teaching  us  lessons  of  eoonoo^, 
corresponding  with  the  simpBdty  and  pari^  of  our 
institutiona,  and '  beat  adapted  to  thdr  support ;  evio' 
cing  the  connexion  and  d«>endence  which  the  various 
psrts  of  our  hsppy  Union  hsve  on  each  other,  therdiy 
augmenting  daily  our  aodal  incorporation,  and  adding, 
by  its  strong  ties,  new  strength  and  vigor  to  the  polit- 
icd  ;  opening  a  wider  range,  and  with  new  encour- 
agement, to  die  industty  and  enterprise  of  otir  follow- 
citiiens  at  home  and  alwoad ;  and  man  especially  by 
the  multiplied  ]^ooft  which  b  has  aecamnlated  of  the 
great  perfoction  of  our  most  excellnt  system  of  gov- 
ernment, tfiepowsrfid  instmment,  in  tte  hands  ofonr 
all*meidfhl  Cneator,  in  aeeurlng  to  ua  tiiese  Msssings. 

Hsppy  aa  onr  situation  is,  it  does  not  exempt  tu 
fiom  sdidtude  and  care  for  the  foture.  On  the  c<m- 
traty,  as  the  blesdngs  which  we  cujot  are  great,  pro- 
portionably  great  should  be  onr  vigiunce,  ttsl,  and 
activity,  to  preserve  them.  Fordgn  wars  may  agahi 
expose  us  to  new  wrongs,  which  would  impose  on  ua 
new  duties,  for  whidi  we  ought  to  be  prepwed.  The 
state  of  Earope  is  unsetliedf  uid  how  long  peace  may 
be  preserved  is  altogether  uncertain ;  in  addition  to 
whmi,  we  have  interests  of  our  own  to  adjust  which 
wilt  require  particolar  atteotbn.  A  correct  view  of 
our  rdatbns  with  each  Power  will  enable  yon  to  tetm 
a  just  idsa  of  existing  difficulties,  and  of  the  meaaoffla 
of  precaution  best  adapted  to  them. 

Respecting  our  rdations  with  Spain,  nothing  ex- 
[didt  can  now  be  communicated.  On  the  a^oum- 
ment  of  Congress  In  Hay  last,  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
uatiaiy  of  the  United  Stales,  at  Madrid,  vras  hutmct- 
ed  to  inform  tfie  Govemlnent  oS  Spain  ih%X,  If  Hia 
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Catlidic  Hajwtj  dHnild  then  rmttfy  the  tntty,  thu 
Oovernment  would  fteeept  the  ratificatioD,  so  br  u 
to  rabmit  to  the  deeiiion  of  the  Senate,  the  qoettioo, 
wh^wr  sDch  nttfication  ehoald  be  reonTcd  in  ez- 
diuge  Jbr  dkit  of  the  Cnltad  8(atea.h«ntofora  giraa. 
By  letlan  fiom  the  Minlaler  of  the  United  Statei  to 
m  Secretary  of  8tato»  it  a^^eais  that  a  commoiiiea- 
tion,  in  eontemi^WUh  fan  initraetioui,  had  been 
made  to  tha  GoTorament  of  Spain,  and  that  the  Cortee 
had  the  rabjeet  under  eoniideratioD.  The  reantt  of  the 
driiberaUona  of  that  body,  whidt  ia  daily  expected, 
will  be  made  known  to  CtmgTeaa  ae  eoon  ae  it  is  re- 
ceind.  The  friendly  sentiment  which  wu  ezprcned 
<m  the  pott  of  t3M  United  8tates,ha  theMeesaceitf  tha 
9th  of  May  laat,  ia  atill  entertained  ibr  Spain.  Among 
the  eanaca  of  regret,  however,  iHiieh  are  inaeparabu 
from  the  delay  attoiding  tbia  transaction,  it  is  pn^ier 
to  state  that  aatUfaetory  Information  has  been  receiTed, 
that  measnrca  have  been  recently  adopted,  by  design- 
ing persona,  to  convert  certain  parts  of  the  Provioce 
of  Florida  into  depots  for  the  reception  of  foreign 
from  whence  to  smuggle  them  into  the  United 
By  opMung  a  port  vridiin  the  limits  of  Flor- 
ida, immediately  on  onr  boandary,  where  there  was 
no  aottlemeni,  the  ol^eet  could  not  be  nlnndeictood. 
An  oaily  aeeommodatioB  of  dU&renCM  irill,  ft  ia  hM;>ed, 
^vrent  aU  snch  fiandalent  and  ]wmicioni  pnelicoa, 
ami  piaee  the  relations  of  the  two  coontrlea  on  a  vety 
amicable  and  permanent  bams. 

The  commercial  rations  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies^  and  on 
Uus  continmt,  have  nndergone  no  change ;  the  Britiah 
OoTornment  still  preferring  to  leave  that  commerce 
under  the  restriction  heretofore  imposed  on  it,  on  eadi 
ride.  It  is  satis&etory  to  recollect  that  the  restraints 
raaoitad  to  by  ttie  United  States  were  deftniive  only, 
intended  to  prevent  a  mommfyf  nnder  Britlsk  rego- 
Intions,  in  ftvor  of  Oieat  Bntam;  as  it  likewise  ia  to 
know  that  the  eiperiment  ia  advancing  in  a  spirit  of 
amity  between  the  parties. 

The  question  depending  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  respecting  the  constractton  of  the 
firat  article  of  the  Treaty  Ghent,  has  been  referred, 
by  both  Governments,  to  the  decision  of  the  Emperor 
of  BuBsia,  who  hu  aeoeptad  the  umpirage. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  vridi  the  Government  of 
Tiaaeo,  to  r^nlate,  by  treaty,  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries,  on  the  princtjde  of  re^irocity  and 
•quality.  By  the  laat  communication  from  tne  Blinister 
Plempotentiary  of  the  United  Statee  at  Paris,  to  whom 
ftill  power  had  been  given,  we  learn  that  Ou  negotta- 
tton  had  been  commenced  there ;  but,  serious  dtffionl- 
tita  having  oeeuned,  the  French  Government  had 
readved  to  tianefor  It  to  the  United  Btatea,  for  wbidi 
pnipoae  ^  Minialer  Plenipotantiary  of  Fnnee  had 
Men  (vdeted  to  repair  to  this  city,  and  whoae  arrival 
might  Boon  be  expected.  It  is  hoped  that  thie  impor> 
tant  interest  nu^  be  arranged  on  joat  conditions,  and 
in  a  manner  eqniUy  satis&ctory  to  both  parties.  It  is 
sabmittad  to  Congress  to  decide^  until  such  arrange- 
niMit  is  made,  how  fsr  it  may  be  proper,  on  the  jmn- 
ofils  of  tile  act  of  the  last  .session,  which  augmented 
IH  toonage  dn^  on  Frendi  vaseels,  to  adopt  other 
m— ioiea  for  canying  more  completely  into  efioct  the 
politTf  of  thataet. 

The  ad  raforred  to,  which  imposed  new  tonnage  on 
Fnnefa  veaiela,  having  been  in  force  from  and  after 
llin  tot  day  of  inly,  it  has  hwpened  that  aevaral  vea- 
oels  of  that  nation  which  had  been  de^tdwd  from 


Bnun. 


France  before  ita  existence  was  known,  have  entered 
the  pmu  of  tha  United  States,  and  bean  satrieet  to  its 
<^ration,  withoot  that  previous  notice  which  Uie  gMi> 
oal  qririt  of  oar  lawa  gives  to  individuals  in  siiAlar 
cases.  Tb»  olgeet  of  that  law  having  bean  auedy  to 
ooontsrvdl  the  ineqwiitiee  which  existod  to  tiie  dis- 
advantage of  the  United  States,  in  their  eommercial 
interoonrae  with  Franee,  it  is  aabmitted.  also,  to  &» 
consideration  of  Congrees,  iriiether,  in  the  spirit  of 
amity  end  omdliation  which  it  is  no  less  the  inclina- 
tion than  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  preeerve, 
in  their  intarconrse  with  other  Powers,  it  may  not  be 
[ffopsr  to  extend  relief  to  the  indivlduala  intmsted  in 
thoee  easee,  by  exempting  from  the  operatioaof  the 
law  all  those  vessels  wUeh  have  entered  our  porta 
without  having  had  the  meana  of  pnviouly  knowing 
the  exiatence  of  the  additional  do^. 

The  contest  between  Spain  and  the  Colonies,  ac- 
cording to  the  most  authentic  information,  is  main- 
tained  by  the  latter  with  improved  snceess.  The 
unfortunate  divldons  which  were  known  to  exist  some 
time  since,  at  Buenos  Ayres,  it  is  undcrrtood,  still 
prenil.  In  no  part  of  South  America  has  Spiin  made 
•ny  impression  on  the  coloniee,  while,  in  many  parts, 
and  particularly  in  Veneiuela  and  Mew  Granada,  the 
coloniee  have  gained  etrength  and  acqoiced  rqintatitm, 
both  for  the  management  of  the  war,  in  wUch  they 
liave  been  sueeesend,  and  for  As  «rder  of  the  int«mal 
administnition.  The  late  diange  in  the  Government 
of  Spain,  by  the  re-eetablishment  of  the  oonstitntiMi 
of  ISlt,  is  an  event  which  promisee  to  be  favorable  to 
(he  Revolution.  Under  the  authority  of  the  Cortes^ 
the  Congrees  of  Angostura  was  invited  to  open  a  n^ 
gotiation  for  the  settlement  of  differences  between  the 
partiea,  to  wliioh  it  was  replied,  Uiat  they  woold  wil- 
ungly  men  the  oegotintiMi,  provided  A»  wAnvniai^ 
:  meni  of  thsir  independence  waa  made  ibi  basis^  b«t 
not  odisrvriM.  Of  fiirthor  prooeedings  between  thmn 
we  are  nidnformed.  No  focta  are  known  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, to  warrant  the  belief,  that  any  the  Powan 
of  Eorope  will  take  part  in  the  contest;  whence,  it 
may  be  inferred,  considering  all  cireumitanoes,  whidt 
most  have  wei^t  in  producing  the  result,  that  an  ad- 
justment will  fine%  tako  place,  on  tiie  basis  proposed 
bf  the  eoloniea.  To  pmnote  that  result^  by  friendly 
ooansala,  wltft  other  Powers,  indnding  ^au  herself, 
has  been  the  uniform  policy  of  this  Government 

In  lotting  to  Ae  Internal  eoneenu  of  onr  counbyv 
you  will,  I  am  persuaded,  derive  much  satisfaction 
from  a  new  of  the  several  objeeta  to  which,  in  tha  die- 
charge  of  your  offidiU  doties,  your  attention  will  be 
drawn.  Among  these,  none  holds  a  more  important 
place  than  the  poblic  revenue,  from  the  direct  operation 
of  the  povrer,  by  which  it  is  raised,  oo  the  people,  and 
its  influence  in  giving  effect  to  avuy  other  powor 
the  Oovemmsnt.  The  revenue  depends  on  As 
someea  of  the  country,  and  the  fodtity  by  which  tho 
amount  required  is  ra^ed,  is  a  strong  proof  of  the  extant 
of  the  resouroee,  and  the  efflcieney  of  the  Ctovonment. 
A  few  prominent  foets  will  place  this  great  interest  in 
a  juat  light  before  you.  On  the  30th  of  September, 
1816,  the  funded  afld  floating  debt  of  the  Uniled  States 
was  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  nineteen  millions 
six  hundred  and  lhir^-4ve  thoosand  five  hundred  aol 
flfty-mght  doUaii.  If  to  thiianm  be  added  tha  amoont 
ot  flve  per  cent,  stock  snbeeribed  to  the  Bank  of  thn 
United  States,  the  amount  of  Miarisup^  stodc,  ani 
of  the  stock  which  was  issued  subeequently  to  that 
date,  the  babnoee  ascsrtaincd  to  bo  due  to  certain 

Digitized  by  Google 


PmidmPt  Amaul  Mmage. 


goods, 
States. 


5 


16 


mSTORT  OF  OONaRESS. 


16 


Shats.  '  PrtndgafB  Jtumal  Mease^,  NoTlMBfiJl,  1820. 


SUtH,  for  nilituy  lerrieca.  wd  to  tndiiidudB,  fcr 
mpplici  faniMlud,  and  Mnieea  rendered  dariog  the 
lata  war,  the  pablie  debt  may  be  eeti  mated  ae 
tBoantiiig,  at  tliat  date*  and  u  aftarwinU  liquida- 
ted, to  DM  handled  and  fiftj-eight  ouUioBa  aereo  Jiiid- 
diad  and  thiitaea  tbooaand  fi»(f«ue  doUan.  Oa 
Ae  80th  of  Septaiiiber,  it  inooiited  to  nineto-ooe 
iffiUi'*"*  niDe  Doodred  aod  oioetj-three  thoOMod  eight 
iHudred  and  eight;>tbr«e  dolkua.  hanog  been  reduced 
ID  that  intarral,  by  payments,  «xty-aiz  millioni  eight 
hundred  and  Beveaty-nine  tboniand  one  handred  and 
sixty-fiTe  dollars.  During  this  terra,  the  expenses  of 
the  Oovonneat  of  the  United  States  ware  l^wiee 
defrayad,  in  aracj  branch  of  the  cMl,  vUitary,  and 
naval  flstabfishmants ;  the  paUte  adiftcea  in  this  city 
hava  been  labuilt^  with  considcmbia  additions ;  exten- 
■iva  Jbrtificationa  have  been  eonnrneed,  and  are  in  a 
train  of  exerotioo ;  permanent  arsenals  and  magaiinet 
have  been  erected  in  vaiioas  parts  of  Ibe  Union  ;  our 
Mavy  has  been  considerably  augnented,  and  the  ord- 
nance, Donttions  of  war,  and  stares,  of  t&e  Army  and 
Msvy,  which  ware  mudi  exhausted  doring  the  war, 
have  been  replenished. 

By  the  discbarge  of  aa  large  a  proportion  of  the 
paUic  debt,  and  the  exocation  rfsoehntensivo  and 
UnpertaDt  operations,  in  so  diort  a  time,  a  just  estimate 
XMJ  be  fimned  of  the  great  extent  of  ear  na^nal  re- 
amncaa.  The  demonstration  is  the  more  complete  and 
gratifying,  when  it  ia  recollected  that  the  direct  tax 
and  exdse  wen  repealed  aoon  after  the  termination  of 
the  late  war,  and  that  the  raraine  applied  to  theee 
pu^posee  has  bean  datind  alaoal  whoUy  fiwn  other 
resources. 

The  reeeipU  into  tt«  IVaasoiy*  from  ercij  Murce, 
to  tba  80th  of  Beptambar  laat,  have  amoutad  to  siz- 
toM  miilioaaiovwi  hnndnd  Mdnine^-fMr  thonaand 
OM  hnndred  and  aeTon  doUan  and  ufy-aix  canU; 
whilst  the  paUie  ezpenditnraa,  to  the  ssne  period, 
amounted  to  uxtaen  milliona  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
onty-one  thousand  fire  hundred  and  Airtr-rour  dollars 
and  seventy-two  cents;  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on 
that  day,  a  sum  eatimsted  at  one  million  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  For  the  pntb^le  raeeipta 
of  tbo  foUowing  year,  I  refer  yo«  to  the  atalanant 
wfakh  will  ba  traasmiued  from  the  Traasvry. 

Tha  ami  of  thne  milliona  of  doUars,  anthoriaad  to 
be  raised  by  Ims,  by  an  act  of  the  last  sesmin  of  C«i- 
giaaa,  has  bean  obtained  upon  terms  advantageona  to 
tha  Government,  indicating,  not  only  an  increased 
confidence  in  the  &ith  of  the  nation,  but  the  existence 
of  a  large  amount  of  capital  aeeking  that  mode  of  in- 
vestment, at  a  rate  of  interest  not  arcoading  five  per 
centum  per  annum. 

it  is  proper  to  add,  that  then  is  now  due  to  tha 
Treaso^i  for  the  esle  of  poUio  laiuls,  twen^-two  mil- 
liens  nine  hundred  and  nine^'Six  thonaand  five  hnn- 
dnd and  forty-five  dollars.  In  bringing  tlua  suli^ect 
to  view,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  anbrnlt  to  Congress, 
whethar  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  extend  to  the  pur- 
chasers of  these  lands,  in  consideration  of  the  unfa- 
vorable change  which  hsa  occurred  usee  the  salee,  a 
naaonahle  indulgence.  It  is  knowli  that  the  purcha- 
ses were  made  when  the  price  (rf* every  artida  had  risen 
to  ita  gnalast  height,  and  dut  the  iwttalments  are 
haeoning  due  at  a  period  of  gnat  depnsaion.  It  is 
pnsnmed  that  eoma  plan  may  ba  devised.  Ii^  tha  wie- 
3om  of  Congraes.  compatible  with  the  public  inteiest, 
which  would  afiwd  great  relief  to  theee  purchasers. 

ConddaraUa  pn^am  has  bem  mads,  duriag  tba 


prfoent  season,  in  examining  lbs  coast  and  its  variooe 
bays  and  other  inlets  ;  ia  the  collection  of  materials^ 
and  in  the  constraclion  of  fortifications  for  the  dsfonca 
of  tfae  Union,  at  several  of  the  positions  st  which  it  baa 
been  danded  to  «not  aueh  woriia.  At  Mobile  Point 
and  Dsupbio  Island,  and  at  Aa  BigoletSt  laediog  to 
Lake  Poatohartrain,  materials  to  aeouidarable  amount 
have  been  collected  and  all  the  neeesaaiy  jmpantions 
msde  for  the  oommeocement  of  tb^  works.  At  Old 
Point  Comfort,  st  the  month  of  James  river,  aod  at 
the  Rip-Rap,  on  the  opposite  diore,  in  tbs  Chesapeake 
Bay,  materials  to  a  vast  amount  have  been  oollected  ; 
and  at  the  Old  Point  eome  progresa  bee  been  mede  in 
the  oonalruetfan  of  tha  fwtifieation,  which  ia  «a  a  ve^ 
extendve  seale.  The  work  at  Fort  Wellington,  o* 
this  river,  will  be  oomgJated  early  in  tha  oaxt  Spring; 
and  that  on  the  Pea  Fatoh,  in  tha  Ddawan,  in  tho 
course  of  the  next  eeaaon.  Fort  Diamond,  at  tha 
Narrows,  in  tha  harbor  of  Htm  York,  will  be  finished 
this  year.  The  works  at  Boston.  New  York,  Balti- 
more, N<Htfolk,  Charleston,  and  Nisgara,  have  been  in 
part  repaired ;  aod  tho  coeet  of  North  Carolina,  ex- 
tending south  to  Capo  Fear,  has  bean  examined,  a* 
have  likewiaa  other  parts  of  the  eoaat  eastward  of  Bmp 
ton.  Great  exertions  have  been  made  to  poah  liMwaid 
Iheee  works  with  the  otmoet  deepatdi  poeetUo ;  bu^ 
when  their  extent  is  coosidercd,  with  the  importaaC 
purposes  for  whieh  they  an  intended,  the  defooce  ef 
the  whole  coast,  and  in  conseqoenee  of  the  whole  in- 
terior, and  that  they  are  to  laat  for  ages,  it  will  be  man- 
ifest that  a  weU-digcsted  plan,  founded  on  mikiaiy 
prindples.  connecting  the  whole  together,  combining 
security  with  economy,  could  not  be  prepared  without 
repeated  examinatiooa  of  the  moat  axpoeed  aod  diffip 
cult  parts,  and  that  it  would  also  tase  conaideraUa 
tine  to  collect  the  materials  st  the  several  points  when 
they  would  be  required.  From  all  the  light  Uiat  haa 
been  shed  on  this  subject,  I  am  satisfied  that  every 
favorable  anticipation  which  has  been  formed  of  tbia 
greet  underuking  will  be  verified,  and  that  when  com* 
pleted  it  will  aflwd  very  gnat,  if  not  complete,  protec- 
tion to  oar  Atlantic  frontier  in  the  event  of  another 
war;  a  protection  sufficient  to  connteihelaBOO  in  a 
aingle  campaign  with  an  aoemy  powerful  at  sea  tha 
expense  of  sU  theee  works,  witboift  uking  into  th^ 
oatimate  the  aaving  of  the  Uvea  of  so  many  of  our  citi- 
xens,  the  protection  of  our  towne  and  other  property* 
or  the  tendeu^  of  each  works  to  pnvant  war. 

Onr  military  positions  have  been  maintained  at 
Belle  Point,  on  the  Aihansas,  at  Counoil  BluSs,  on  the 
Missouri,  at  Bt.  Peter's,  oo  the  Mississippi,  and  at  Green 
Bay,  on  the  Upper  lakes.  Commodious  buracks  ban 
already  been  eroded  at  most  of  theee  poels,  with  suA 
works  aa  wara  naoasaary  for  their  deiiqoe.  Pwgraaa 
haa  alao  bean  made  in  opening  oommtuiicationa  b^ 
twaen  them,  and  in  nising  supplias  at  aaoh  for  tha 
attpport  of  the  troopa  by  their  own  labw,  parliealady 
Umbo  moot  remote. 

With  the  ladiani  pMOe  has  been  preserved,  and  a 
progress  msde  in  carrying  into  effect  tfae  act  of  Cim- 
grees^  making  an  sppropriatton  for  their  eivUiaation, 
with  the  prospect  of  fovorable  results.  Aa  connected 
equally  with  both  then  objeete,  onr  trade  with  thoaa 
tribes  is  thought  to  merit  the  attention  of  Congress. 
In  their  original  state,  game  ia  their  austenanoe  usd 
war  ihair  ocenpatiott:  and  if  tbay  find  nomiployBent 
from  civiliied  Powers,  they  destroy  each  other.  Left 
to  lhamaslvoa,  their  extirpation  ia  inevitable.  By  n 
jndiflioiis  icgulatien  of  our  trade  with  tham>  waanpply 
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tbttr  wftnta,  •Hmtnwtw  to  thMreomforte,  and  Kradoal- 
lj>  u  Um  gsoM  rrtiiw,  dnw  tbam  to  By  niain- 
tainiog  poato  in  tha  intaiior,  w«  Mfain  ft  mm  tho- 
Toogh  Mul  4irMt  matnl  onr  ttien  i  wilhoat  wluoh  k 
t«  eoofidcolly  believed  that  •  complete  cbenga  in  their 
maanen  eaa  never  be  accompliehed.  By  ■neb  posts, 
aided  bjr  a  proper  regolatioti  of  our  trade  with  tbein, 
and  a  jodiciana  dril  adminiatralioa  over  them,  to  be 
provided  Cor  by  law,  wa  shall  it  is  preanned  be  ena- 
bled not  ool;  to  protect  our  own  sattietDents  from  their 
•avage  ioeunuons,  and  preserve  peace  anuHig  the  sev- 
•ral  tribes^  hot  aceompiiih  also  Uw  gnat  pupoaa  <tf 
their  civiBntion. 

Conaideiable  prograta  has  aUo  been  made  in  the 
eoostracUon  of  ships  of  war,  some  of  which  bm  been 
laanched  ia  the  coorae  of  the  present  year. 

Oar  peace  with  the  Powers  on  the  ooaat  of  Barbery 
has  been  preserved,  bat  we  owe  it  altogether  to  the 
pfcseoce  of  oor  sqaadron  in  the  Mediteiranean.  It 
has  been  found  aqnally  Doeessary  to  employ  some  of 
ou  vaassis  ibr  the  protection  of  our  commaroe  in  the 
Indtao  ssa,  the  Paoflc,  and  along  the  AlUntic  ooaat. 
Tha  inlCTssta  which  we  have  depending  io  tboao  qoar* 
ters,  which  havs  been  much  improfed  at  late^  are  of 
great  extent,  and  of  high  importance  to  the  nation,  as 
well  aa  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  would  ondoobt- 
edly  -suAr  if  such  protection  was  not  extended  to 
them.  Io  execation  of  the  Uw  of  the  last  aesaion,  for 
tbe  aappteasion  of  the  slave  trads,  some  of  oar  public 
ibipa  hava  also  bean  employed  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
where  saveral  eaptnrea  have  already  been  made  of  vea- 
sala  engaged  in  that  disgraceful  traffle. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

WAMmimmipm,  NoMmdtr  U,  lUO. 

Tlie  If  esiage  was  read,  and  three  thooaand  cop- 
ies tbexwf  oraeKd  to  be  printed  finr  the  ose  ot  the 
Senate 


Tborbdat,  Noveiaber  16. 

Mr.  JoBNsoif^  of  Eoituckjr,  submitted  the  fcA- 
lowiog  motion  for  consideration  : 

Rtaohtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  proviaion,  by 
law,  to  aothoriae  any  penoa  who  haa  pnrenaaed  poblic 
laada,  and  not  made  full  payment  for  the  same,  to  re- 
linquish to  tbe  United  Statca  so  nodi  thereof  as  may 
not  be  paid  for,  and  retain  such  porttoa  of  the  original 
pufchaae  as  may  WKNini  to  the  mjni  of  money  aetn- 
dly  paid,  at  tha  price  Ibr  whtdi  the  land  was  pnrchased. 

Mr.  Walkbb,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  thaL  to- 
morrow, he  shaoM  aak  letTe  to  brinff  in  a  lau  to 
provide  for  altering  the  ttmea  of  bolung  the  dis- 
trict cooiu  in  the  Slate  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Bdehill  enbmitted  tbe  following  motion 
for  eonadcntioa : 

Reaalwed,  That  the  ae^  satitlad  "An  aat  allowing 
oompensatioa  to  the  members  of  the  Senate,  members 
of  the  Hooee  of  Be^eseoUtives  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  tbe  delegates  of  the  Territories,  and  repealing 
all  other  laws  on  the  subject,"  paased  at  the  dbat  ses- 
sion of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  ought  to  be  so  altered 
and  amended  that  the  compensation  to  the  members 
and  ddegalee  aforeaaid,  shall  hereaftfr  be  six  dollars 
ftr  enefa  day's  attendaoea,  and  Ax  doHata  fbr  every 
twenty  miles  travel*  laalead  of  the  conpenaation  now 
allow«d  by  said  net,  and  that  it  bo  ramrod  to  a  eam- 
Butsao  lo  praMov  and  nport  a  bill  for  altering  and 
■■^tni'i"g  ooid  net  oeoinUngly. 


Sbratb. 


Mr.  DicKBRsoN  anfamitted  the  jbUowiag  motion 
for  consideration : 

Settthed^  That  a  committee  of  three  membera  be 
appointed,  who,  with  thrsa  members  of  tbe  House  of 
Representatives,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  ahall 
have  the  direction  of  the  money  ajwropriated  lo  tlia 

Sirehaoa  at  books  and  mapa  Sa  tha*naa  of  the  two 
OBsea  (d*  Oongraai. 
On  motiott,  by  Mr.  Robkbts. 
Eemilved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Monday  next, 
at  twelve  o'clock  proceed  to  tbe  ^^wintmeot  of  the 
Standing  Committees. 

Friday,  Norember  17. 

Jahbe  Lait nan,  from  the  Slate  of  €k>nneetieut, 
arrived  yesterday,  and  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Sahpord  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration ; 

Saolved,  That  to  much  of  the  Message  of  ths 
Presideot  of  the  Untied  Statee  as  conooma  our  rela* 
tions  with  Spain  and  with  France,  be  nfarred  to  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Jtss»W,  That  so  much  of  tbe  Message  of  tbe  Pras- 
idant  of  the  Unitsd  Stotea  aa  ralataa  to  Finance,  be 
Fsfcrred  to  the  Commitleo  of  Finance. 

Seaoived,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  I^ea- 
ideot  of  the  United  States  aa  relalsa  to  Um  debt  duo 
for  the  aale  of  pablio  lands,  be  reftired  to  ths  Com- 
mittee on  PuUic  Lands. 

ReMoUxd,  That  so  much  <^  the  Mesaaga  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  lo  the  Indian 
tribes,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  district  court  io  Alabama,  and  the  bill  was 
twiee  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee  to  considn*  and  report  thereon : 
and  Messrs.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  BDRBiLLjana 
KiMci,  of  Alabama,  vrere  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Tbe  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
motitm  of  the  16th  iiit^aDt,  respecting  the  com- 
pensation tbe  members  and  delates  of  Con- 
gress, and  tbe  further  consideradon  thereof  was 
postponed  until  next  Monday  wedt. 

Tiie  Senate  restmted  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee on  the  arrangeineDta  for  the  Liwaiy  of  C<hi- 
gress,  and  having  uneed  thmto,  Mesws.  Dioun- 
SON,  Daha,  and  Hnnrnn,  wme  aiqminied  the 
committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  concur  in  tlie 
resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of 
Chaplains,  and  have  apjpointed  the  Rev.  J.  N. 
CakpbeliI  Chaplain  on  their  part. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  on  their  part  j 
and,  on  cotuting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the 
Rev.  William  Rti^d  was  duly  elected. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  trana- 
mitting  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  Land  Commia- 
stoners  at  Jackson  Courthouse,  and  a  ct^  of  a 
letter,  dated  17ib  August,  1820,  which  aooompa- 
nied  them ;  which  were  read. 
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The  Pbbsident  also  commuaicated  a  report 
1  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary ,  made  in  obedi- 
ence  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  April, 
1^,  directing  him  to  "  cause  to  be  prepared,  and 
laid  Ixfore  the  Senate,  at  the  commoicement  of 
the  next  sewion  of  Congress,  a  statement  of  money 
annnallr  appn^iriated,  and  paid,  since  the  Declar- 
ation of  Independence,  for  purchasing  from  the 
Indians,  surveying,  and  selling  the  public  lands, 
showioR,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  quantities  of  land 
which  nave  been  purchased,  the  number  of  acres 
which  haTe  been  sorreyed,  the  number  sold,  and 
the  number  which  remain  unsold :  the  amount  of 
sales,  the  amount  of  forfeitures,  the  sums  paid  by 
purchasers,  and  the  sums  due  from  purchasers  and 
from  receivers  in  each  land  district and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  PBESinEKT  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  directing  him  to 
"  cause  to  be  prepared,  and  laid  before  the  Senate 
at  the  commencemeat  of  the  next  session  oi 
Congress,  a  statement  of  the  money  which  has 
been  annually  appropriated  and  paid,  since  the 
year  seventeen  hondred  and  seventy-fire,  for  sur- 
veying the  seacoast,  bays,  inlets,  harbors,  and 
shoaU,  and  for  erecting,  and  keepine  in  repair, 
ligfathonses^  beacons,  buoys,  and  for  the  purchase 
of  ground  for  lighthouses,  distinguishing  the  pteces 
where  they  have  been  erected,  and  the  sums  an- 
nually expended  for  keeping  and  supplying  the 
samej"  and  the  report  was  read. 

Amounted  to  Monday. 


Monday,  November  20. 

Joan  Eluott,  and  also,  Freeman  Wajjcsr, 
irom  the  State  of  Geo^a,  severally  airived,  on 
Uie  17th  instant,  and  attended  this  day. 

BIr.  Walkbb,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  district  court  in  Alabama,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  was  reported  to 
^e  House ;  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motions  for  consideration : 

Retohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  povide  for  the  re- 
lief of  pnrchaien  of  the  public  lintb,  by  dividioff  the 
BUiBs  nowsevarallynnpiid,  axduMve  m  inteimt,  into 
—  equal  instahnenta;  •aeh  inatalnent  bearing  in- 
terest only  fron  the  time  at  which  it  shall  b«  made 
payable. 

Retohed,  That  it  u  expedient  to  permit  aacb  pur- 
chafora  of  the  public  lands  aa  may  elect  that  mode,  to 

rarrender,  within  mootha  from  and  after  the  

day  of  next,  their  certificatea,  whidi  shall  be  can- 

ceUed,  and  the  lands  shall  be  taken  to  have  reverted 
and  bacome  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  and  shall 
be  advertised,  and  aold  for  cash  at  public  auction,  to 
the  highest  bidder,  in  the  same  maonflr  as  other  pub- 
lic lands.  They  shall  not  be  sold  for  leas  than  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  which  sum  ahall 
go  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the 
lonu  already  paid ;  but  if  said  lands  should  be  w>  re- 
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aold  for  more  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre,  the  exeeas  shall  be  paid  to  the  person  snr- 
rendering  the  eartiltcate,  pronded  each  excess  shall 
never  be  greatw  than  the  amount  actually  paid  oa 
such  lands  before  sodi  surrender. 

Reached,  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  such  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands  aa  may  eleet  that  mode,  to 
extinguish  their  debt,  complete  their  titles,  and  d*- 
mand  and  receive  patents,  by  paying,  within  the  pe- 
riod of  one  year  from  and  after  the  day  of  — 

next,  into  their  respective  land  offices,  five.«ighlha  of 
the  original  pitoe  at  which  their  lands  were  purchased, 
including  interest,  and  computing  the  moneys  already 
paid  aa  pert  of  the  said  final  payment  of  five-eighdis. 

Retotied,  That  it  is  expedient,  in  additini  to  the 
privilege  contemplated  In  the  preceding  resolution,  to 
permit  such  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  aa  may 
elect  that  mode,  at  any  time  within  the  said  period  of 

one  year  from  and  after  the  day  of  next,  to 

forfeit  and  abandon  to  the  United  Sutes  such  frac- 
tions, quarter  sections,  and  half  quarter  sections,  as 
tbey  may  deem  fit ;  and  to  transfer  and  apply  the 
moneys  already  paid  on  the  tract  or  tracts  so  numted 
to  tiie  payment  for  such  otiier  fraction,  quarter  sec- 
tion, or  hsif  quarter  section  as  tbey  may  choose  to  re* 
tain ;  and  in  cases  where  the  purchaser  has  bought 
only  one  quarter  section,  he  shall  be  permitted  to  di- 
vide it,  and  make  bis  election  between  its  halves — 
such  division  being  made  by  a  north  and  south  line 
according  to  law. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secrecy  of  State  of  the  United  States,  request- 
ing an  additional  supply  of  documents,  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate ;  and  the  letter  vras  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Sanford*s  motions  of  the  17th  instant,  fbr  refer- 
ring to  various  committees  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  Senate  then,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  proceeded  to  the  appointment,  by  ballot,  of 
the  standing  eommittees,  which  resulted  in  the 
distribution  of  the  membvs,  as  follows : 

On  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rdations — Messrs. 
Babboub,  Macon,  Brown,  Hunter,  and  Kino 
of  New  York. 

Oa  ftfumes— Messrs.  Sahfobd,  Maoon,  Dana, 
Eaton,  and  Holmes  of  Maine. 

On  CbBHwm  and  Jlfi)ttii/!Kfun»--MessTs.  Dick- 
bbson,  Ruooleb,  Bvbbill,  Hobsbt,  and  Sah- 
fobd. 

Oa  Military  Affdin—^essn.  WtLLUJiB  of  Ten- 
nessee, Trimble,  Taylor,  Elliott,  and  Johh- 
soH  of  Kentucky. 

On  £A«  AfiliMa— Messrs.  Noblb,  Ticbbnor, 
Stocbb,  Lankan,  and  Chandler. 

On  Naval  AfiUri—JAessrs.  Pleasants,  Par- 
rott,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama, and  Walker  of  Georgia. 

On  fAj  Pti2^  £an(i»— Messrs.  Thomas,  Taylor, 
LowRtE,  Eaton,  and  Van  Dyke. 

On  liujton  Afair$ — Messrs.  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Johnson  of  Keutuckv,  Johnson  of  Loois- 
iana,  Kinq  of  Alabama,  and  Lowbib. 
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On  Claims— Messrs.  W11.BON,  Robibts,  Mor- 
BiL,  R0QOLE8,  and  Van  Dyke. 

OntkeJudtetarp—Mesats.  Smith,  Bdbbili.,  Pine- 
NEY,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Holmes  of  Maiae. 

On  t&e  Pott  Ofice  and  Pott  Jloadf— Messrs. 
Stokes,  Wilson,  Palheb,  Cbandlee,  and  Ed- 

WAHDS. 

On  PsiMjm*— Messrs.  Noble,  Eluott,  Wil- 
80H,  Eatom,  uid  Ticbenob. 

On  tie  DtitHet  of  CbtenMo— Messrs.  Horsey, 
LAJtMAHf  Lloti^  Babbodb,  and  Hdnteb. 

On  Aeeomta — Messrs.  Robbbts,  Bvbbill,  and 
Lahman. 

Or  Roadt  and  Caaai*-~M.easn.  Kino  of  New 
York,  Tbimblb,  Lowbie,  Maoon,  and  Dana. 

Tuesday,  November  21. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  William  Kelly,  oa  behalf  of  himself  and 
dirers  others,  claimants  of  land  in  the  TerritOTy  of 
Arkansas,  under  Elisha  and  William  Winter,  de- 
ceased j  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HoLHBB,  of  Maine,  presmted  the  meniorial 
of  the  del^ates  from  the  commercial  and  a^^icul- 
tural  sections  of  the  State  of  Maioe^  met  in  con- 
vention at  Portland,  [urotestin^  against  the  pro- 
posed tariff;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  Matthew  Lyon,  of  Eddyrille,  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing compensatioQ  for  certain  tosses  and  sunerings 
under  the  act  commonly  called  the  Sedition  law } 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee;  and  Messrs.  Babbodr,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  and  Bdrbill,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  memorial  of.  the 
merehants  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Petersburg,  in  the  State  of  Vi^^inia,  in  opposition 
to  the  0ro|KMed  tariff;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referted  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  ana 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Clarissa  Scott,  widow  of  the  late  Colonel 
William  Scott,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  pray- 
inc  the  confirmation  of  her  title  to  a  certain  tract 
ofland.  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Rnfus  Saston,  for  himself  and  heirs  of 
James  Bru^  praying  the  confirmation  of  their  title 
to  a  certain  tract  oiland,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  tail  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  district  court 
in  Alabama  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  D1CKXB8ON,  after  a  few  remarks  reiterating 
his  desire  for  the  passage  of  the  measure,  and  his 
continoed  confid^ce  in  its  importance  and  utility, 

£Te  notice  that  he  should,  on  to-moROW,  ask 
ire  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to  the 
a{^intment  of  Electors  of  Presidoit  and  Vice 


Senate. 


President  of  the  United  States,  and  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  [which  was  intro- 
duced hj  Mr.  D.,  and  passed  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session  ;  and  was  introduced  yesterday  in  the 
House  of  Represoitatives  by  iSx.  SHrrn,  of  North 
Carolina.] 


Wednesday,  November  22. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  the  Western  States,  purchasers  of  puUic 
lands,  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  enabling 
them  to  apply  the  payments  already  made,  to  such 
portions  01  their  entries  as  those  payments  will 
cover,  at  two  dollars  an  acre,  agreeaoly  to  the  law 
under  which  the  entries  were  made,  relinquishing 
the  residue  to  the  United  States.  And  also  allow- 
ing those  purchasers  who  have  purchased  but  one 
tract,  the  pririle^  of  retaining  it  entire,  with  a 
reasonable  extension  of  credit  without  interest,  or 
otherwise  relinquishing  a  part  of  it ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Tbohas  presented  two  memorials  of  the 
Le^^ture  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  of 
Congress  some  legislative  {wovisions  for  the  mief 
of  indieent  actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands, 
ticularly  widows  and  orphans;  and  the  memorials 
were  severally  read,  and  rei^tivdy  rderred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  DiCKBRsoN  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
resolution,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution 01  the  United  States,  as  it  respects  the 
election  of  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  the 
choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States ;  and  the  resolution  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Robat  Purdr ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  Mr.  Walker  of  the  20th  instant,  in 
relation  to  purchasers  of  the  public  lands;  and 
they  were  referred  to  ^e  Committee  on  rnUic- 
Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  of  the  16th  instant,  in  re- 
lation to  the  same  subject;  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 


Tbubsdat,  November  23. 
Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  ths  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  permitting^ 
each  parchaaers  of  the  public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  of 
July,  1820,  to  demand  and  recaivfl  patents,  who  have 
paid  into  their  lespective  land  oflScea  the  first,  second, 
and  third  inatalments,  on  each  tract  purdiased. 

Mr.  Thomas  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  considoation : 

Betokeit  That  tiie  Committsa  on  Pablie  Lands  be 
inatrneted  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  providinf , 
by  law,  for  granting  to  actual  ssttlera  on  the  paUie 
landa  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  bceominf  the  pnr- 
dissers  of  lands,  indoding  their  impfovomsnta. 


Pncetdii^s, 


Digitized  by 


23  BISTORT  OF  OONORESS. 


24 


Retbrietim  «f  Saaerjf,  Notimbeii,  1820. 


Skiatb. 


Tbe  resolution  proposing  an  ameDdment  to  the 
ConstitutioD  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  election  of  Represeota  tires  in  ConffreBs,  and 
the  choice  of  Eleciors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist 
of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Babbodb,  Macoh, 
Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  RobAl  Pordy  was  read 
tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiurs. 

Mr.  KatQy  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  others,  praying  that 
Congress  would  afford  them  relief,  on  account  of 
a  demand  against  the  United  States,  arising  out  of 
certain  contracts  entered  into  with  Robert  MoTTi& 
Beq.j  for  the  soj^Iy  of  provisions  to  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refened  to  the 
C<Hiunittee  of  Claims. 

RESTRICTION  OF  SLAYERT. 

fSs.  Sanpobd  commonicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions, passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  York ;  which  were  read. 

Stats  or  Niw  Yosk, 
In  Ataemblif,  November  13,  1830. 

Wheress  the  Legislsture  of  this  State,  at  the  last 
MHion,  did  instruct  their  Seoators  «o<I  request  their 
Represenuiivea  in  Congress  lo  oppose  the  admission,  as 
a  State  into  the  Union,  of  an^  Territu^  not  comprised 
wMiiD  tbe  origiDHl  boumlsnes  of  the  United  Sutcs, 
wttbout  maUog  the  prohibition  of  slavery  therein  an 
indispensable  oondition  of  admission :  And  wtisreaa 
diis  Legislature  is  impTesaed  with  the  cMreclBsas  of 
the  iflniimeDta  so  coiumunicated  lo  onr  Sooahns  and 
Representatives  i  tb«efore, 

Haohed,  (if  Uio  bonorable  the  Senate  concur  here- 
in,) That  this  Legislature  do«a  approve  of  the  princi- 
ples coDtained  in  the  resolutions  ihe  Ifst  seesion ; 
and,  Airther,  if  tbe  provisions  contained  in  any  pro- 
posed constitution  of  a  new  State  deny  to  any  citizuas 
of  the  existing  States  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
eitis«oB  of  such  new  Slato,  that  such  proposed  consd- 
tulion  should  not  be  accepted  or  confirmed ;  the  aame^ 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  being  void  by  the 
Conttitation  of  the  United  States.  And  that  our  Sen- 
ators be  instructed,  and  our  Represenutives  in  Con- 
greas  be  requested,  to  use  Ibeir  utmost  exertions  to 
prevent  the  aeceptance  and  confirmation  of  any  such 
constitution. 

Ruoived,  (if  the  hooorsble  the  Senste  concur  here- 
in,) Tbal  tha  President  ol'  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  Assembly  do  cause  copies  of  these  resolutions, 
duly  certified  by  them,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Sena- 
tors and  Representativea  in  Congress  from  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  deliver  a  copy  of  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions  to  the  honorable  the  Senate,  and 
request  Ihnr  oonenrrcnce  to  the  same. 

PETER  SHARPE,  Sptdktr. 

Attest—DL.  Vah  do  Wsmsa, 

CUrk  of  Auemily. 

Stats  or  New  Toax, 

Jn  Senate,  NoMtnber  16,  18S0. 
XitolMdt  That  the  Senate  do  concur  with  die  hon- 


orable the  AsaeiBhty,  fas  ttek  said  lesehrtiooa  and  re- 
ctuls. 

OnUnd,  That  Ihe  dark  deliver  a  copy  of  said  reee- 
Intioa  at  eonenrteooe  to  tbe  honorable  the  Assembly. 

JOHN  TATLER.  Pre»idmt. 
Atteat— Joair  F.  Bacov, 

Clerk  of  the  Senate. 


Fbioay,  November  24. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Leander  Cathcart,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
directing  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
to  allow  his  claim  upon  the  Government,  in  the 
seldement  of  bis  accounts,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read^  and  referred  to  the  Ccmi- 
mittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Walkeb,  of  Alabama^  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  Tbst  the  Committee  on  tbe  Public  Lends 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  securing 
to  actual  settlers,  in  all  cases  vrhere  the  lands  thoy 
oeeepy  shall  be  sold  after  tbe  first  day  of  March,  in 
•ny  year,  the  right  of  remaining  on  Uie  same  until 
they  shall  have  gathered  their  growing  crop. 

Mr.  HoRSET  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent aod  Directors  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria^ in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  the 
extension  of  their  charter  for  twenty  years,  from 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  June,  18^ }  and  the  peti- 
tion was  tead,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Tbihblb  presented  the  petition  of  Major 
Charles  Larrabee,of  the  Armyofthe  United  States, 
praying  remuneration  for  lossee  sustained  while  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the 
petition  j  which  was  read,  and  refored  to  the 
Committee  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  33d  instant,  in  relation  to  actoil  set- 
tlers on  the  public  lands,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  also  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  of  the  23d  instant,  in  relation  to  certain 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  aod  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  acljoumed  to  Monday. 


Monday,  November  27. 
Harbison  Orat  Otis,  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, acrived  on  the  S5th  instant;  and  Wil- 
liam Htintbr,  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Idaad 
and  Providence  Plantations,  arrived  on  the  24th 
instant,  severally  attended  this  day. 

IsHAH  Talbot,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  to  supply  the  vacancy 
Dccauoned  by  the  resignation  oi  William  Logan, 

Eroduced  bis  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he  took 
is  sent  in  the  Senate. 

The  Pbebioent  communicated  the  memorial  of 
a  convention  of  Delegates,  representing  the  mer- 
chants and  others  interested  in  commerce,  assem- 
bled at  Philadelphia,  against  the  proposed  tariff; 
and  tiie  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Pbesiobnt  also  communicated  the  memo- 
rial of  Joseph  Wheaton,  late  deputy  qnartermast^ 
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general,  and  major  of  caTalry^  praying  relief  in  the 
settlement  of  bis  accounts  against  the  QoreromenL 
as  stated  in  tbe  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  A^rs. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBEeiDETTT  OF  TBE  UnITED  StaTES  : 

To  the  Pretident  of  the  Senate  ; 

In  confbnnity  with  a  resolution  of  tbe  8«nste,  psssed 
the  38lh  of  January,  1818, 1  oommonicata  harawith  to 
tbe  Senate  tbe  report  of  the  Cammiauoner  of  Public 
Bnildinga,  leqofaad  by  that  rcaotniion. 

JAMES  MONBOE. 

NOTEHSB  33,  18M. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition 
of  John  Holmes,  of  Alabama,  praying  eompensa- 
tioD  for  the  lose  of  a  horse,  as  stated  in  tbe  peti- 
tion \  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Waucbb,  of  Alabama,  alao  presented  tbe 
petition  of  Dr.  Dmrid  Moore,  praying  vAkX  in  the 
settlement  of  his  aceoont  ibr  medieaTserTiees  ren- 
dered eertam  aiek  wrfdicn,  under  tbe  command  of 
Colonel  John  Coflbe,  engaged  in  an  npedition 
Bipainst  the  Ciedc  Indians  m  the  year  1813 ;  which 
was  nnd,  and  rdeired  to  the  same  committee. 

Kb.  JoBiiwm,  of  Ijoojsiana,  presented  the  peti- 
ticHi  of  Predy  Kemper,  of  the  State  of  Obio^ 
ing  compensation  for  serrices  rendered  in  tbe 
capacity  of  jNincipal  wagonmaster,  in  tbe  year 
1812,  under  General  William  Hull ;  and  also  pay- 
ment of  the  balance  due  for  a  horse  and  accoutre- 
ments, taken  by  the  enemy  at  Detroit ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  JoBNaoM,  of  Louisiana,  gare  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bri^  in  a  bill 
granting  to  tbe  people  of  the  county  of  Point  Cou- 
pee, in  tbe  State  of  Louisiana^  for  the  purposes 
tbereiD  mentioned,  two  tracts  oi  land. 

fidr.  Batch  gare  notice  that  to-roorrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  Inll  for  the  rdief  of  the  offi- 
and  Tolonteers  engaged  against  the  Seminole  | 
ImliBBs  in  the  year  1818. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motioB  of  the  16th  instanLieladng  to  the  eompen- 
aation  to  the  monbers  ana  ddggatta  to  Congress ; 
and  the  farther  coBsidcntbn  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  24th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe- 
dieDCj  of  secuTtng  to  cntain  actual  settlers,  when 
the  Aiods  they  occupy  shall  be  sold,  tbe  right  of 
Temaining  on  tbe  same  notU  they  shall  have  gath- 
ered their  growing  crops ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
iDfonned  thie  Senate  that  the  House  rave  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  payii^  to  the 
Stnir  of  Illinois  three  per  eent.  of  the  net  proceeds 
sntiM  from  the  sale  of  tbe  pnUic  lands  within  the 
•■mep  in  which  bill  they  request  tbe  concurrence 
of  the  Senate 

Tbe  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Anathe  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Sknatv. 


TussnAY,  November  26. 
Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

ffuoftped.  That  tbe  Comntittee  on  tbe  Judidary  be 
initroctei]  to  inquire  Into  tha  expedient  of  aatboria- 
iog  by  law  »  much  of  tbe  western  and  DOrthero  boan- 
dariea  of  the  State  of  IndisBS  to  be  survryad,  marfccd, 
and  detignatad,  aa  divldaa  aatd  State  frran  the  Btate  <^ 
Illinou  and  Territory  of  Michigan,  agieeaUy  to  the 
bonndaricB  aa  eaubliahed  by  tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  enable  tha  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  ibrm 
a  conetitatioD  and  Bute  government,  and  for  tha  ad- 
miiaion  of  soeh  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot* 
ingwiih  tha  original  States,"  passed  April  II),  1S18. 

Mr.  Noble  {Hinted  the  memorid  of  Eliza  Dill, 
Jane  Jervis,  and  Louisa  St.  C.  Robb,  daughters  of 
the  late  General  Arthur  St.  Clair,  praying  the 
payment  of  tbe  balance  stated  to  be  due  to  their 
deceased  father ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Conunittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Cbamdlbb  preseoted  the  petition  of  Moses 
Wing,  of  Maine,  imying  ui  inoreaae  of  his  pen- 
aion ;  and  the  petitim  was  read,  and  nfim«d  to  (he 
Conunittee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  NoBLB  preaented  the  petition  of  Alenader 
Irvine,  of  Indina,  praying  an  ineiease  of  pension } 
and  the  petition  was  rea^and  r^ned  to  the  sane 
committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  (ffovide  for  paying 
to  the  State  of  lUtnois  three  per  cent,  of  tne  net 
proceeds  arising  from  tbe  sale  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Eaton  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  officers  and  voluoteoe  engaged  in 
the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  In£ans ; 
and  the  bill  was  rwd,  and  pasaed-  to  the  second 
reading. 

Wednesday,  November  89. 

Edwabd  Llotd,  froDB  the  State  of  Maryland, 
attended. 

Mr.  Shitb,  fhmt  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  eonstitation,  as  adopted  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Sute  of  Missouri,  reported  a  reso- 
lution declaring  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union ;  and  tbe  reeolatiiHi  wu 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Laithan  presented  tbe  petitum  of  Paric 
Avery,  stating  that  he  has  been  erroneously  {daced 
on  the  pension  list  as  a  private  soldier,  uid  pray- 
ing the  pensioo,  to  whien  bv  law  he  is  oititled,  as 
a  commissioned  officer ;  ano  tbe  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PensioDH. 

Mr.  JoBHsoN,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that,  to- 
morrow, he  sliould  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Coliunbian  Society  for  literary 

'^"'^he^enate  xcsniDed  the  cDnaidBiatio&  of  the 
motiou  <^  the  28th  instant,  rdating  to  the  western 
and  northern  boundaries  of  tbe'Statc  of  Indiana, 
aud  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  WiLSOM,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  tlw  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  rdief  tMT  Bbenezer  Stevens  utd  Austin  L. 
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Sand?,  legal  representatires  of  Richardson  Sands, 
deceased,  and  others ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uie  officers  and  Tolun- 
teers  engued  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
Seminole  udians,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Uie  Cmnmittee  on  Military  A&irs. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration:  ' 

Se$ohedf  That  a  eommittaa  be  alqpointad,  whoM 
dntj  it  sbaU  be  to  ezamina  in  what  msnoer  the  mone; 
apimpriated  towards  the  oonstroctioD  of  the  public 
baiUingi,  and  to  provide  better  aecoromotlatioDi  for 
the  Senate  in  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  public  grounds  in  the  City  of 
WsehingtOD,  may  have  been  applied ;  and  the  said 
committee  have  leave  to  report  bj  bill  or  otherwise. 


Tbubsdat,  NoTember  30. 
Mr.  Babbodb  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
itthatutants  of  the  District  of  Cblumbift,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  system  of  penitential  jnri»- 

rSenee,  and  the  authority  and  aid  of  Congress 
the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  for  carrying 
such  system  into  effect  in  said  district;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Sanfdrd  presented  the  petition  of  Eleanor 
Lawrance,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying 
compensation  for  her  farm  on  Long  Island,  now 
occupied  by  troops  of  the  United  States,  as  a  mili- 
tary post ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  JoHifsoN,  of  Kentucky,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  So- 
ciety for  literary  pnrpows ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
andpossed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  obtained  leare  to 
hdag  in  a  Ull  granting  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and  bis 
successors  in  office,  two  tracts  of  land  in  the 
county  of  Point  Coupee ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  communicated  an 
attested  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  Natchez  Hospital,"  and  re- 
questing the  consent  of  Congress  thereto ;  and  the 
act  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Mantifactures. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  application  of 
the  appropriations  for  public  improvements  in  the 
City  of  Washington ;  and  the  consideration  there- 
of was  postponra  until  to-morrow. 

The  resotatiod  deeUn'og  the  admisuon  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  the  fnrUier  consid^ation  there- 
of postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Rich- 
ardson Sands,  deceased,  and  others,  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  to-mono w. 


December,  1820. 


Fbioat,  December  1. 

Elijah  H.  Mills,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  sup- 

fly  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
'rentiss  Mellea,  produced  bis  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Thomas  Shields,  purser  in  the  Navy,  praying 
compensation  for  certain  naval  stores  and  other 
property  destroyed  in  December,  1814,  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  a  battery  at  the  bay  of  St.  Louis,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  Uown  up  by  Lieutenant  T.  A. 
C.  Jones,  of  the  Navy;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  refared  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  presented  the  petition 
of  Morgan  Brown^  praying  compensation  for  a 
horse  killed  while  in  the  employment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  late  war  with  the  Creek  Indians; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refored  to  the  Com- 
mittee 01  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Jacques  Villere,  of  Louisiana,  praying  ia- 
demnity  for  a  number  of  slaves  taken  from  nim 
by  the  British  on  their  retreat  from  New  Orleans 
in  1815 ;  and  the  petiticoi  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  ASairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdyi  reported 
the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  WiLLUHS,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  same 
committer  to  whom  was  referred  the  biU  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the 
late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments ;  which  were 
read. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and  his  succes- 
sors in  office,  two  tracts  of  land  in  the  county  of 
Point  Coupee,  was  read  the  second  time;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebe- 
nezer Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  l^al  represen- 
tatives of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and  others: 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Barbodr  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reaolted,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judtcisrj  be 
initmcted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  bo  modi^iag 
the  Iawpaiu4iinf  ^aeyas  to  aaUioriae  the  Premlent 
ofthe  United  8tiit«s  to  oommnte  capital  punishment 
for  confinement  in  penitentiary  hoases. 

Mr.  Roqgleb  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Raohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienej  of  making 
provision  hy  law  for  remitting  the  interest  that  haa 
become  due  from  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  in 
consequence  of  their  iuability  to  make  payments  agree- 
able to  the  terms  of  the  law,  and  for  gning  reasonabla 
time  to  said  parehssan  to  eofflplata  the  ^yment  of 
the  ptiaeipal. 
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The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioD  of  the 
motioa  of  the  29th  olL  for  an  inquiry  into  the  ap- 
I^ieatimk  of  the  aMHropriations  for  public  improre- 
ments  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  agreed  there- 
to ;  and  Messrs.  Roberts,  MiLLB,BDBWELL,OTia, 
and  Llotu,  were  appointed  the  conunittee. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
3fir.  RoBEBTs  jmsented  the  memorial  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which,  after  aome  in- 
troductory matter,  eoneludes  by  submitting  the 
following  points,  on  which  they  adt  rdief  and  pro- 
tection from  Congress: 

"  liL  The  charter  prondes  tbit  no  director,  eieapt 
the  PrendcDt,  thall  be  eligible  for  more  than  three 
years  in  foor.  This  provision  has,  in  practice,  been 
found  to  deny  to  the  bank  th«  servieei  of  those  men  who 
are  best  qualified  to  sdminister  its  afiairs  with  ssfety 
and  profit  to  tbn  institation.  It  is  a  proviaion  not  con- 
tained, your  petitioners  believe,  in  me  diarter  of  any  ■ 
TespectsbJe  Waking  institution.  It  wss  not  contained 
in  Itae  eharterof  the  Ibimer  Bank  (rf  the  United  States, 
and  it  wMld  eeem  tlwt  the  prorision  of  the  charter 
wUeh  Jbibids  the  re-eleetion  of  more  than  thre^fonrUu 
irftfae  directon  in  office  at  the  time  of  an  annoal  elec- 
tion (to  which  your  petitioners  have  no  objection)  ii 
calculated  to  e^t  aU  the  ends  of  the  embarrassing 
pioviaioo  from  which  yonr  petitioners  now  crave  relief. 

^■Sd.  At  present  there  is  no  anthority  ooder  the 
laws  of  Congress  to  poni^  any  fraud,  peculation,  or 
violation  of  trust,  eonmitted  by  any  of  the  officers  of 
the  bank  or  its  offices,  and  on  this  pMut  the  State  laws 
are  also  sufiposed  to  ba  deficient  Nor  is  Uiere  any 
adeqaale  m'u.  remedy  for  the  bank  against  its  faithless 
agents  who  may,  the  hoar  before  their  dismissal  from 
office,  while  the  inTsstigaUons  necessary  to  their  re- 
moral  indicate  .to  them  that  result,  take  the  property 
of  the  bank  from  its  Tsolts,  and  withhold  it,  and,  if 
they  please,  give  it  in  payment  to  their  other  creditors, 
in  ezdnsion  of  the  bank  from  which  it  has  been  thus 
pQflMned. 

'Sd.  Under  the  charter,  it  has  been  doubted  whether 
the  bank  has  power  to  authorise  the  issuing  of  notes 
not  signed  by  Uie  President  and  connterngned  by  the 
cashier.  The  labor  and  the  time  necessary  to  sign 
notes  for  the  Innk  and  all  its  branches,  are  much 
greater  than  either  of  those  officers  can  bestow  upon 
that  oljeet,  and  hence  the  bank  has  been  unable  to  put 
in  citcnJation  a  sufficient  amount  of  notes  td  the 
BBsUer  denominations,  which  the  public  most  want, 
and  which  are  best  calculated  to  serve  the  interest  of 
the  bank.  If  anthority  were  given  to  the  board,  from 
time  lo  time,  to  sppoint  one  or  more  persons  to  sign 
notes  of  the  smaller  denominations^  at  the  parent  bank, 
under  the  snpciintendence  and  direction  of  the  board 
and  its  prioapal  officers,  there  would  be  no  public  risk, 
and  it  wooid  afibrd  all  the  aid  which  your  petitioners 
deairo  on  the  poutt. 

4th.  Under  the  14th  section  of  the  act  incorporat- 
ing the  bank,  the  bills  or  notes  of  the  bank  originally 
made  pajrable,  or  which  shall  have  become  payaUe,  on 
demand,  are  made  recetvaUe  in  all  payments  to  the 
United  Suies,  unless  otherwise  directtKl  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. Under  this  regulatien,  the  power  of  the  bank 
to  make  its  capital  available,  either  for  ita  own  profit 
or  the  pubiie  good,  is  greatly  abridged.  The  sphere  of 
its  cirenlation  is  limited  to  those  places  where  it  is  least 
wanted,  and  made  to  exclude  those  where  it  would  he 
eminently  nesfd,  while  the  whole  currency  of  vest 


sections  of  the  country  is  therein  Ir^nently  g^tly 
embarrassed." 

Tbe  memorial  was  read  and  lefened  to  the 
Committe  on  Finance. 


Monday,  December  4. 

William  Finenby,  from  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BARBO0R  presented  the  petition  of  John  B. 
Timberlake,  praying  that,  in  the  liquidation  of  his 
accounts  with  the  Navy  Department,  a  just  allow- 
ance may  he  made  to  him  for  certain  losses  un- 
aroidahly  sustained  whilst  purser  of  the  frigates 
"  United  States"  and  "  Piesaent,"  and  the  mtition 
was  read,  and  refored  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  General  Assemblr  of  Louisiana, 
praying  the  grant  of  certain  lands  tnerein  described, 
for  certain  public  purposes ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHSj  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Daniel  W.  Coze,  praying  to  be  con- 
firmed in  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  PuUic  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  mana^ 
sera  of  tbe  Nadonal  Vaccine  institution  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Periey  Keyes  and  Jason  Fairbank 
the  hiU,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elias 
Parks and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatires  of  Henry  Willis  j"  and,  also,  a  res- 
olution authorizing  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  to  cause  astronomical  observations  to  be 
made,  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  from  some  known  me- 
ridian in  Europe;  in  which  bills  and  resolution 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  and  resolution  last  brought  up  fw 
concurrence  were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  tesolntion 
of  the  1st  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  toe  opediency  of  re- 
mitting tbe  interest  on  payments  due  from  pur- 
chasers, and  giving  them  further  time  to  com- 
ply the  payment  of  the  principal ;  and  agreed 
thereta 

Tbe  hill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Society 
for  literary  purponee  was  read  the  second  timiL^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 

Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal 
representatires  of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and 
others,  and  no  amendment  having  b^  proposed 
thereto,  the  PBBBinBNT  reported  it  to  the  House  j 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrosied,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  Qonsider,  as  in  Coin- 
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mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Purdy  ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  Thursdajr  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  rolunteers  cDgszcA  in  the  late  cam- 
paign against  the  Seminole  Indians,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs ;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  JoBHBOM,  of  K«ntuckv,  sahmitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  coiuideration : 

Saolved,  That  the  Committee  on  MUituy  A&ira 
be  initrneted  to  inquire  into  the  expedient^  of  extend- 
ing the  time  Aw  lontiny  militair  land  wanaDti  in  the 
Sute  of  Ohio. 

COUPENSATION  OP  MEMBERS. 

Tlie  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
took  ap  the  resolntion  aobmittcd  Mr.  Bubbill 
on  the  16th  ultimo,  to  reduce  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress  to  six  dollars  a  day. 

Mr.JoHMSONjOfKeataekv.obserredthathe  had 
no  d<Hibt  the  ulumate  &te  of  this  proposition  would 
be  indefinite  postponement.  As  he  did  not,  how- 
ever, desire  a  discussion  of  the  subject  at  present, 
he  would  not  make  that  motion,  but  would  more 
Its  postponement  until  next  Monday  week,  the  18th 
instant ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  res- 
olution was  postponed  accordingly. 

PUNISHMENT  OP  PIRACY. 

The  resolntion  submitted  by  Mr.  Babbodb,  on 
Friday  hut,  was  taken  up,  and  haring  been  modi- 
fied by  the  morer,  so  as  to  direct  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  commute  the  capital  punishment 
of  piracy  by  confinement  io  penitenUary  houses, 
in  such  cases  as  he  may  deem  expedient  

Mr.  Babbodb  proceeded  to  give,  at  considerable 
length,  his  views  in  support  of  the  object  of  his 
motion.  He  entered  into  a  general  defence  of  the 
superiority  of  the  penitentiary  system  of  punish- 
ment over  the  old  code,  contrasting  the  mildness 
and  good  efiects  of  the  one,  with  the  cruelty,  yet  in- 
efiectual  operation,  of  the  other— maioUining  the 
yreat  su^iority  ofthe  former,  not  only  in  its  human- 
ity, but  in  its  salutary  efiects  on  the  subject  of  the 

punishment,  as  well  as  in  its  example  on  society  

and  referring^  to  facta  and  experience  in  some  of 
the  States,  vi^nia  particularly,  compared  with 
the  ^cts  of  the  bloody  code  in  Bn^and  and  this 
country,  to  sustain  his  opinions. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  objection. 
ADMISSION  OF  MI880URL 

The  Senate  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resduiion  de- 
ling the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into 
Ob  UniOB  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States. 

Mr.  Shith,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  (chairman  of 
tUMiectcommitteewhichreporiedtheiesolnlion,)  i 
MMTTed  that  the  resolntion  was  ctrnfiM-mable  to  - 
thwe  adopted  on  similar  oceasums  heretcdbre,  and  i 
he  lusted  there  would  be  no  difficulty  or  delay  in  i 
in  pBiuge.  The  eonstihuion  of  the  new  State 
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was  republican,  and  no  objection,  be  presumed, 
could  arise  to  it :  it  was  unnecessary  to  detain  the 
Scxiate  with  any  remarks  on  the  subject,  unless  any 
explanations  were  desired  by  gentlemen,  which  he 
would  with  pleasure  afibrd,  so  fkr  as  he  was  able. 
He  trusted  the  resolution  would  now  be  acted  on, 
and  the  members  from  the  new  State,  who  had 
been  waiting  for  a  considerable  time,  be  admitted 
to  their  seats  in  the  National  Councils. 

Mr.  Eatos,  of  Tennessee,  disclaimed  any  dis- 
position to  create  delay  on  tius  subject ;  but  it  was 

E roper,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  mind  of  every  mem- 
Br  should  be  satinfied  on  a  question  of  so  much 
importance  before  he  was  culed  on  to  give  his 
vote.  His  own  mind,  he  confessed,  was  not  sat- 
isfied ;  and,  to  obtain  time  for  reflection,  and  to 
mature  his  opinion  on  it,  he  should  move  to  post- 
none  the  resolution  to  a  future  day.  At  present, 
ne  related,  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  either  in 
the  affirmative  or  negative^  with  the  conviction  of 
being  right.  There  were  controverted  points  in 
the  constitution  presented  by  the  new  State,  and 
he  wished  to  see  whether  it  was  in  all  respects 
conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Another  'coson  which  Mr.  B.  offered  in 
favor  of  a  postponement  of  the  t^uestton  here,  was, 
that  the  noose  of  Representatives  (if  he  might 
n£er  to  its  proceedings  withoot  being  out  of  order) 
had  fimt  on  Wednndajr  next  for  going  into  the 
craisidemtion  of  the  subject,  and  he  did  not  con- 
sider it  expedient  or  proper  for  both  Houses  to  be 
discussing  the  same  question  contemporaneously. 
He  deemed  it  a  more  eligible  course  that  the  soo- 
ject  should  be  acted  on  in  one  House  first,  and 
then  be  taken  up  in  the  other.  To  obtain  time  for 
himself,  however,  as  he  at  first  intimated,  he  should 
ask  the  Senate  to  postpone  the  resolntion  to  Wed- 
nesday next  only,  and  accordingly  made  a  motitm 
to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Smith  would  not  oppose  the  motion,  but 
he  objected  to  that  reason  of  the  gentleman,  for 
postponement,  which  referred  to  the  purposes  of 
the  other  House.  There  was  no  such  comity 
due  to  that  House  from  this,  as  to  wait  until  it 
had  decided  a  question  before  it  should  be  taken 
up  here.  This  opinicm  was  not  incompatiUe  with 
perfect  respect  for  the  other  House;  and  such  an 
argument  oiu^t  not  to  govern  the  Senate  or  any 
other  body.  This  question,  Mr.  S.  remarked^  haa, 
in  another  shape,  at  the  last  session  occupied  a 
vast  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Senate,  ana  there 
was  no  authority  for  believing  that  the  present 
would  be  a  debated  question,  if  gentlemen  had 
any  objections  to  the  constitution,let  them  slate 
them  at  once,  and  it  would  then  be  known  whetho- 
any  discussion  was  to  oisue.  Heretofore,  States  had 
come  into  the  Union  without  being  stopped  at  the 
threshold.  He  referred  to  the  Slate  oi  Indiana, 
in  1816 ;  while  the  resolution  for  the  admission  of 
Indiana  was  under  progress  in  the  Senate,  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  the  member  from 
that  State  in  his  seat  debating  and  voting.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  Senate,  in  the  present  case, 
should  wait  for  the  other  House ;  let  this  branch 
go  on  and  decide  wliether  the  new  membera  have 
a  ri^t  to  their  seats.  It  was  only  when  this  iU- 
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fated  Minoori  presented  ilsdf  for  admusion,  that 
adesire  was  expresKd  for  procrastiDation  and  delay. 
He  hoped  the  Soiate  would  not  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion, miless  diTcsted  of  the  reason  given  hy  the 
mover  in  relation  to  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Eaton  replied  that  the  argument  objected 
to  bjr  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  had 
been  merely  thrown  out  by  him  from  an  impression 
that  it  was  not  proper  for  both  Houses  to  be  acting 
on  the  subject  at  one  and  the  same  moment.  It 
was  strange,  however,  he  thought,  that  the  gendc- 
man  shoiud  object  to  the  motion  solely  beeaose  tn 
his  opinion  one  bad  argument  was  o&red  in  its 
&Tor.  It  was  singalar  tut  a  propwition  admitted 
to  have  sufficient  good  reasons  in  its  support, 
should  bec^iposed  by  the  goitleman  merely  beeaose 
the  arguments  for  it  concluded  with  a  bad  one. 
He  faul  stated  that  he  entertained  doubts  on  the 
question,  and  he  only  desired  one  or  two  days  for 
tefleclimi,  and  to  make  up  an  opinion.  He  con- 
cluded by  varying  his  motion  for  postponement  to 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  felt  no  reluctance 
to  postpone  the  subject  for  the  gentleman's  accom- 
modation, but  he  would  not  consent  to  the  post- 
pooement  for  the  reason  that  the  Senate  ought  to 
wait  the  decision  of  the  other  House,  because  the 
latter  reason  might  operate  to  the  postponement  of 
the  question  here  altogether,  or  at  least  tor  a  conside- 
rabu  pniod  beyond  the  time  now  proposed.  His 
only  motive  for  objecting  to  the  monon  was  on 
aceonnt  of  the  latter  argument  urged  by  the  gen- 
tloiun  from  Tennessee.  If  the  ^tleman  wanted 
time  merdy  to  mature  his  o^nion,  let  him  move 
the  postponement  from  day  to  day,  until  he  had 
made  up  bis  mind  on  the  question.  Mr.  J.  said 
the  question  to  be  decided  was  one  of  great  im- 
portance ;  it  swallowed  up,  in  fact,  every  other, 
and  until  it  was  settled,  they  could  not  well  go  on 
with  the  ordinary  business  of  the  session.  He  was 
unwilling,  therefore,  to  postpone  it  on  a  motion 
accompanied  by  a  reason  that  might  call  for  still 
further  delay.  He  was  not  willing  to  wait  for  the 
other  House,  as  he  deemed  it  right  and  proper  for 
the  Senate  to  decide  the  question  as  early  as  pos- 
sible ;  sufficient  delay  had  already  taken  place,  and 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  change  his  motion 
to  a  postponement  until  to-morrow  only.  If  he 
shoold  not  then  be  prepared  for  the  question,  Mr. 
J.  sud  he  would  a^ee  to  give  him  further  time. 

Mr.  B&RBODR,  of  Virginia,  was  never  opposed 
to  allowing  gentlemen  time  to  make  up  their  opin- 
ions on  all  matters  of  deliberation ;  but  in  this  case 
he  concurred  with  Messrs.  Smith  and  Johnson, 
in  their  opposition  to  the  motion,  for  the  reasons 
they  had  assigned-  The  argument  used  by  Mr. 
Katon,  that  it  was  proper  to  wait  the  decision  of 
the  other  House,  amounted  almost  to  an  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  subject  here.  He  was  averse 
to  delay  on  thatground.  The  question,  he  thought, 
had  been  forever  sealed  at  the  last  session  ;  so  fully 
was  he  pmiuded  of  this,  that  he  had  supposed  ac- 
cursed would  have  been  the  hand  that  should  again 
open  this  fountain  of  bitter  waters.  Mr.  B.  uien 
proceeded  into  a  brief  argument  to  show  that  it 
was  Tight  and  proper,  under  every  consideTlition 
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of  courtesy  towards  the  members  from  the  new 
State,  now  kept  Waiting  at  the  bar  for  admission, 
and  towards  the  State  itself,  to  decide  the  question 
without  more  delay.  A  contrary  course,  fat  urged, 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  proceeding  in  all 
pre-existing  cases ;  and  he  could  not  believe  that 
a  mere  teennical  exception  could  operate  on  the 
wisdom  of  the  Senate,  of  which  he  entertained  the 
most  exalted  opinion,  to  prevent  it  from  eternally 
burying  the  brand  of  discord  which  had  been 
lighted  up  at  the  last  session.  Mr.B.  said,  as  there 
was  no  good  reason  for  the  postponement  asked 
for,  he  most  vote  against  it.  He  hoped  the  time 
would  never  come  whm  the  opinion  of  this  body, 
solemnly  exin-essed,  would  not  have  a  great  mOTfU 
effect  outof  doors  as  well  as  in  doors.  This  ques- 
tion was  looked  at  by  the  nation  with  much  anz- 
iety  and  some  denee  of  alarm,  and  he  lulled  the 
Senate  would  not  keep  the  public  mind  in  suspense, 
but  decide  it  without  aelay. 

Mr.  Eaton  having  again  varied  his  motion  to 
its  original  shape,  for  Wednesday — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  as  the  gentle- 
man had  placed  his  motion  on  the  ground  of  per- 
sonal indulgence,  he  would  cheeriulty  withdraw 
his  opposition  to  the  postponement,  as  he  was  al- 
ways ready  to  accord  to  any  gentleman  reasonable 
time  for  preparation. 

Mr.  Smith  concurred  with  Mr.  Johnson  in  this 
sentiment,  and,  for  the  same  roasoa,  would  not 
oppose  the  postponement  to  Wednesuy. 

Mr.  Eaton  added  a  few  words  explanatory  of 
his  reasons  for  asking  a  short  delay.  His  h^th 
had  not  been  gooi,  and  he  had  not  possessed  the 
opportunity  of  satisfying  his  mind  on  some  points 
involved  m  the  decision  of  the  question:  He 
thought  opposition  to  such  a  motion  was  unusual, 
and  that  wnen  any  gentleman  asked  further  time 
it  was  always  granted,  even  when  the  question 
was  one  of  inconsiderable  importance ;  but,  on  a 
question  of  such  acknowledged  magnitude,  it  was 
still  more  extraorditiary  that  the  indulgence  he 
asked  should  have  been  opposed.  He  wanted  no 
time  to  prepare  a  great  harangue,  for  he  should 
probably  pass  over  the  question  silently ;  but  it 
was  to  see  if  a  measure  which  he  was  called  to 
vote  on  would  violate  the  instrument  whichhehad 
sworn  to  observe. 

Mr.  Smith  rose  again,  merely  to  correct  the 
gentleman  as  to  a  fact.  The  gentleman  had  stated 
that  time  was  never  refused  to  a  member  when  he 
asked  for  it ;  but  Mr.  S.  recollected,  on  one  occa- 
sion, he  himself,  late  in  the  day,  asked  the  Senate 
to  postpone  the  question  on  the  bank  only  to  the 
next  day,  and  was  refused ;  and,  so  far  from  indul- 
ging bim,  they  took  the  question  over  his  head, 
'  whue  he  was  in  the  midst  of  a  speech  on  the 
subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 
resolution  to  Wednesday,  and  was  agreed  to, 

turn.  cm. 


TiTBBDAY,  December  5. 
The  PRsatnBHT  eommunieated  a  report  at  the 
Seereiuy  of  the  Treuury,  prepared  in  obedience 
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to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  thfrTnas- 
Ufv  Department."  ' 

Mr.  WILSON  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  A&in 
be  inatrucled  to  inquire  iato  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing to  the  officer*  of  the  army  a  fpeciGc  »<am  monthly 
in  lien  of  their  present  pay,  rations,  and  other  emol- 
nmeots. 

Bfr.  MoBRiL,  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Raolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  caaae  the  agent  employed  under  ihe 
act  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  putehaaa  of  fire 
•Dginea  and  for  building  bonaes  tot  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  same,"  to  inform  tha  Senate  if  said  act  u 
carried  into  complete  effect ;  if  not,  to  what  degree, 
and  why  not  fully;  and,  alio,  if  a  warrant  has  been 
isMied  from  the  Treaauiy  Dq>aitmenl  for  tha  anm  ap- 
propriated, and  if  so,  when  isaoed. 

Ml.  Noble  snbmitted  the  following  motion  for 
considemtioD: 

Raohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  inrtmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
Uihittg  an  additional  land  office  in  the  State  of  In- 
diana. 

i/b.  Thohab,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An  act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  within  the  same,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Rich- 
ardson Sands,  deceased,  and  others,  was  amended 
by  unanimous  consent,  read  the  tnird  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterdajr,  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  military 
land  warrants  in  Ohio ;  and,  on  motion,  it  waa 
ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  hill  from  the  House  of  Represoilati  res,  en- 
titled "AnactforthereliefofBUasParksJ'was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  CUims. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry 
Willis,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Managers  of 
the  National  Vaccine  Institution  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Perley  Keys  and 
Jason  Fairbanks,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tirea  authorizing  the  Presidentof  the  United  States 
to  cause  astronomical  observations  to  be  made  to 
ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  from  some  knowit  meridian  in 


Europe,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HoRBEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Society  for  literary 
purposes,  reported  the  same  with  amendments; 
which  were  read- 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Janney,  praying  compensation  for  buildings  and 
other  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  consequence  of  the 
occupancy  thereof  by  militia ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr,  RcooLBS  presoited  two  memoriab,  signed 
by  a  number  of  mdividuals  cunconed  directly  or 
indirectly,  as  purchasers  of  public  lands,  prior  to 
the  law  "  making  further  provision  for  tne  sale  of 
the  public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  opantes 
injuriously  on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  B^pply  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  portions  ol  tneir  entries  as  such  payments 
wilt  cover,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States }  and  the 
memorials  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PiNENEY  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Gooding  and  James  Williams,  late  owners  of  the 
private  armed  schooner  "Mid^"  praying  that 
they  may  be  paid  the  bounty  allowed  oy  law  to 
the  owners  of  private  armed  ressds  for  the  cap- 
ture and  delivery  of  prisoners,  on  twenty-two  slaves 
that  formed  part  of  the  crew  of  the  British  priva- 
.  teer  "  Dash,"  captured  in  the  year  1814,  by  the 
"  Midas ;"  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  A&irs. 

Mr.  RcaoLEs  presented  the  petition  of  Elderkin 
Potter,  praying  compensation  for  a  horse  lost 
whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

CASE  OF  MATTHEW  LTON. 

Mr.  Barbocb  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon,  submitted 
the  folbwing  report ;  which  was  read: 

The  claim  of  the  pMitimef  ^  redress  reals  on  the 
facts,  that  he  was  convicted  under  the  law  commonly 
called  the  sedition  act,  and  suffered  in  bis  body  by  a 
long  and  loathsome  confinement  in  jail,  and  in  hia 
estate  by  the  payment  of  a  large  fine.  He  asucrts  that 
th«  law  under  which  hesnffered  was  unconstitutional; 
and  proceeds  to  infer  that  when  a  citizen  has  been 
injured  by  an  unconstitutional  stretch  of  power  he  is 
entitled  to  indemnity. 

Although  this  be  the  caae  of  an  individaa^  its  cor- 
rect decision  involves  general  principles,  so  highly  im- 
portant as  to  claim  a  profound  consideration. 

Under  this  solemn  impression,  a  majority  of  Uie 
comtnittee,  after  the  severest  investigation,  have  deci- 
ded that  the  petiUoner  is  entitled  to  relief. 

They  owe  it  to  themselves  and  to  the  occaaion  to 
present  aucanctly  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  promi. 
nentreasMM  which  have  produced  this  detemination- 
The  first  question  that  naturally  presenu  itself  in  the 
investigation  is,  Was  the  law  Constitutional !  The 
committee  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing,  in  their 
opinioo»it  was  not.  They  think  tt  is  not  necessary  al 
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thU  daj  to  eater  into  nn  elabonto  ditquintioo  to  aDs- 
UtD  tb«  coirectDMB  of  this  opioioo.  They  will  con- 
tent themaelvea  by  referring  to  the  history  of  th«  tinea 
in  whidi  the  Uw  origioat«d,  wbea  both  ita  conttitu- 
tionilirraQd  expedieaey  underwent  the  atrictest  acru- 
tinj.  The  opponenta  i(  the  law  challenged  ita  adTO- 
eatea  to  pmot  out  the  daoaeof  the  Coaatitation  which 
had  amed  the  Govennaentwtdisoforinidableapower 
ae  the  control  of,  or  iDterfimnee  whb,  tiie  jweaa.  A 
Goreroment,  aaid  they,  of  United  powera,  and  aut^r- 
ized  to  execDte  such  only  aa  are  expreaaly  giTen  by 
the  ConatitaUon,  or  anch  aa  are  properly  incident  to 
an  expreaa  power,  and  neeeMary  to  ita  execution,  haa 
exercbcd  an  anthmily  over  a  most  important  aubject, 
whkbt  flo  Su  from  having  been  delegateil,  baa  been 
eipraaaly  withhdd.  That  the  palriota  oontemporaiy 
with  the  adoption  the  CoDatitutioD,  not  cmtent 
with  the  onivetaally  reeeiTed  opinion,  that  all  power 
not  granted  had  been  withheld,  to  obviate  all  doubt 
on  a  point  of  aodi  moment,  inaiated  that  an  amend- 
ment to  that  effect  ahould  be  inaerted  in  the  Conati- 
tation ;  and  atiU  jealous  of  that  propenuty,  incident  to 
all  OoTernmenls,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  form  of 
its  orgsnizationt  or  by  whom  adminiatered,  to  enlarge 
the  apbere  of  ita  nntfaoiityi  they,  by  npreai  provis- 
ions, guarded  from  vtolation  aomo  of  the  eardinal 
prindplee  of  Uberty ;  among  tbeae,  aa  moat  important, 
they  placed  the  liberty  of  conadence  and  of  the  preaa. 
Prafbnndly  versed  in  the  history  of  human  aiTatrs, 
whose  every  page  made  known  that  all  Governments 
had  seixed  on  the  alur  and  the  preaa,  and  prostituted 
them  into  the  moat  formidable  engines  against  the 
Kberty  of  mankind,  they  reaolved,  and  most  wisely  ao, 
as  the  aequd  haa  evinced,  to  surround  tbeae  great, 
natuni,  and  inalienable  righta  by  iapasaable  barriers; 
and^  to  that  end,  have  expreaaly  daeland,  that  Con- 
greoB  ahould  have  no  power  to  l^tslate  on  them ;  and, 
notwithstanding  these  great  obstacles,  you  have  passed 
this  act.  The  advocates  of  the  law  vainly  endeavored 
to  defend  themselves  by  a  technical  discrimination 
between  the  liberty  and  licentiouaness  of  the  press. 
The  American  people,  by  overwhelming  majorities, 
approaching,  indeed,  unanimity,  denounced  the  law 
aa  a  p«lpable  and  an  alarming  infiractioii  of  the  Oon- 
stitnooii  \  and,  although  no  official  record  of  ^t  de- 
dnoD  can  be  produced,  it  la  aa  notorious  aa  a  change 
of  their  puUie  servants,  which  took  place  at  that  time, 
and  to  which  thia  obnoxloui  maaaure  so  caaentially 
contribated. 

The  comnittee  cannot  iritbbold  an  expression  of 
tegreti  that,  upon  the  restoration  of  sound  prindplas, 
the  Congress  of  the  times  should  have  omitted  to 
leave  aome  memorial  on  their  records,  of  their  diaap- 
probntkn  of  this  nt^natiflable  aasamptien  of  power; 
and  none  would  have  been  more  aatlafaetory  than  an 
ample  ioilemnity  to  those  who  bad  au£Eered  by  its  op- 
sratioD.  In  the.  fluctuating  conflicts  between  power 
and  liberty,  which  exist  everywhere,  in  a  greater  or 
lesser  degrree,  where  any  portion  of  Uberty  is  to  be 
found,  it  is  believed,  by  the  committee,  to  be  a  moat 
■olemo  duty  im^weed  on  the  defenders  of  the  latter,  in 
every  triunph  it  may  acquire  over  the  encroachments 
9S  the  fcrmcr,  to  make  certain  every  doubtful  point, 
to  wludi  rceert  had  been  had  as  a  pretext  for  auch 
encnmdunent ;  to  repair  every  breach  made  in  the 
Conatitotion;  and,  if  practicable,  to  surround  liberty 
frith  new  ramparts.  That  having  been  omitted  by 
our  predecessors,  in  the  instance  of  the  aedition  act, 
the  taek  dev^vea  on  ua.  And  altbongh  it  has  been 
loav  ddajai^  the  ragiet  ariaing  thOTafron  ii|  in  aone 


degree,  lessened  by  the  reflection  that  the  decision 
now  to  be  pronounced,  wheh  the  angry  passions  of 
party  have  aobatded,  will  be  dictated  by  an  exclasive 
regard  to  the  intrinsic  merita  of  the  question,  and  the 
intereating  consideration  it  involves. 

The  committee  are  aware,  that,  in  opposUion  to  this 
view  of  the  subject,  the  deci^n  of  some  of  ^judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  sustaining  the  conatitutionality 
of  the  law,  has  been  frequently  referred  to,  as  aover* 
eign  and  conclusive  of  the  question. 

The  committee  entertain  a  high  respect  for  the  pu- 
rity and  intelligence  of  the  judiciary.  But  it  is  a  ra- 
tional respect,  limited  by  a  knowledge  of  the  fi«iity>of 
human  nature,  and  the  theory  of  Uie  Constitution, 
which  declarcB,  not  only  that  j  udges  may  err  in  opinion, 
but  also  may  commit  luimaa,  ana  hence  haa  provided 
a  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  ofianders. 

In  times  of  violent  party  excitement,  agitating  a 
whole  nation,  to  expect  that  jodgea  will  be  entirely  ex* 
empt  from  its  influence,  argues  a  profound  ignorance 
of  mankind.  Although  clothed  with  the  ermine,  they 
are  still  men,  and  carry  into  the  judgment  seat  the 
passions  and  motives  common  to  their  kind.  Their  de- 
cisions, on  party  quMtione,  reflect  their  individual 
opUiioni,  which  fiuquantly  betray  then  unoMiaeioiisly 
ioto  error.  To  balance  the  judgment  of  a  whole  peo- 
ple, by  that  of  two  or  three  men,  no  matter  what  may 
be  their  official  elevation,  is  to  exalt  the  creature  of  the 
Constitution  above  ita  creator,  and  to  asaail  the  foun- 
dation of  our  political  fabric,  which  ia,  that  the  decision 
of  the  people  is  infallible,  from  which  there  is  no  ap- 
peal, but  to  Heaven. 

Taking  it,  therefore,  as  granted,  that  the  law  was 
unconstitutional,  we  are  led  to  the  next  queation, 
growing  out  of  the  inquiry,  is  the  petitSoner  entitled  to 
relief!  Thia  question,  as  a  general  one,  is  not  sus- 
ceptible of  thsi  precise  aniwer,  whicb  mijiht  establish 
a  uniform  rule,  applying  equally  to  alt  times,  and  to 
all  occasions.  On  the  contrary,  it  must  be  decided  by 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  every  case  to  which  iu 
apj^ication  ia  attempted. 

The  committee,  fur  Instance,  would  themielves  de- 
cide that  relirf  was  impracticable,  where,  from  a  loss 
course  of  tyranny,  attended  with  a  rapacity  far  aM 
wide,  aociety  had  become  so  impoverished  that  the  at- 
tempt to  relieve  might  blight  every  prospetd  of  fhture 
prosperity.  Nor  could  they  advocate  relie4  where  the 
authority  exercised  admitted  of  a  rational  doubt  aa  to 
its  constitutiDoality,  upon  powers  not  expressly  inhib- 
ited, nor  in  cases,  perhaps,  where  the  amount  of  the 
injuries  complained  of  could  not  be  ascertained  with  a 
reaionabie  precisioa.  None  of  these  difficulties,  how- 
ever, present  themselves  in  this  case.  The  law  under 
wbidi  the  petitioner  aufiered,  aa  haa  been  mevtoualy 
aaserted,  and  attempted  to  be  shown,  was  palpably  nn* 
constttuUonal,  aa  being  directly  in  onposilbn  to  an  ex- 
[iress  clause  of  the  Conatitutiou.  The  amount  of  the 
injaiy  sustained,  in  so  far  as  relatea  to  the  6ne  paid 
by  the  petitioner,  ia  fixed  and  certain,  and  the  aum 
equal  to  a  reimbursement  is  insignificant  to  the  nation. 
In  thia  case,  therefore,  the  committee  think  the  Gov- 
ernment is  under  a  moral  obligation  to  indemnify  the 
petitioner.  An  indemnity  aa  conriatent  wUh  poltey  as 
with  justice,  inculcating  an  inatmctivo  leaaon  to  the 
oppressor  and  the  oppreaaed;  Succaaaful  usurpation 
yields,  indeed,  to  but  few  checks ;  among  the  few  ia 
the  justice  to  posterity,  who  take  cognizance  equally  of 
the  crimes  of  the  usurper,  and  of  the  sufferings  and 
the  virtue  <tf  hb  vi^m-~cond«mning  the  former,  and 
adminiatering  relief  to  the  latter.    And  what  mora 
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oomolBtorjr  to  the  anfienQg  patriot,  what  better  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  conitancj  and  courage,  than  a  convic- 
tion, fbundfld  on  bet,  that  hii  wrong*,  on  the  ret  to  ra- 
tion of  touad  principles,  will  attract  the  regmrd  of  the 
•ncceuful  asaerters  of  freedoni,  and  who  will  cheerfally 
indemnify  him  for  the  injaries  he  has  sustained  1  Such 
namples  are  not  wanting  in  Oovemments  less  6ene- 
fieent  Uian  ours — that  of  England  is  replete  with  in- 
Btaneeaof  this  kind.  .Acts  of  Parliament,  passed  in 
times  of  heat  and  excitement,  are  frequentij  reversed, 
•nd  the  tndividaals  on  whom  they  bad  operated  are 
restored  to  the  rights  of  which  they  had  been  deprived. 
Saeceeding  Parliaments  do  not  hesitate  to  indemnify 
the  victims  of  oppression,  becaase  they  had  suffered 
under  the  forma  of  law.  Acts  of  their  Legislature, 
whose  power  is  omnipotent,  form  no  obstacle  with 
those  to  whom  their  injustice  is  made  maniAst,  in 
granting  relief.  An  Ameriean  Congress  will  not  snffi»r 
itself  to  he  exceeded  by  any  Government  in  acts  of 
justice  or  benefieenoe. 

The  committee  hsTe  only  fnither  to  remaik,  that  the 
Executive  interposed  its  authority  in  various  cases,  and 
^nted  a  full  pardon  to  those  convicted  under  the  act 
in  question,  by  which  their  fines  were  either  remitted, 
or  restored ;  relief,  therefore,  to  the  petitioner,  would 
be  only  a  common  measure  of  justice.  According  to 
information  received  from  the  Department  of  Btate,  no 
money  has  ever  been  psid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  offi- 
cnr  who  received  the  floes  imposed  nndtf  the  sedition 
net.  ItissnbmittedtotfaediscretionoftheBenate, whe- 
ther provision  shall  be  made  by  law  to  indemnify  the 
petiltoner,  by  directing  the  amount  of  his  fine  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  "Ereasury,  or  to  reclaim  it  from  the  delinquent 
officer  or  officers ;  and,  in  the  latter  event,  to  be  at 
liberty  to  use  the  name  of  the  United  States  in  any 
prosecution  to  wfaidi  resort  mij  be  had|  with  a  view 
to  that  end. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  relief  proposed  to  be  given 
in  this  case  is  on  general  principles,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  it  should  be  afforded  also  to  every  sufferer 
under  the  law. 

They,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
resolutions : 

Seaotsed,  That  so  much  of  tlie  act,  enUUcd  "An  act 
£0T  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  approved  tbe  14lh  of  July,  1798,  as  pre- 
tends to  prescribe  and  punish  UbeUf  is  nnconsutu* 
dninl. 

Retahed,  That  tbe  fines  collected  under  that  act 
ought  to  be  restored  to  those  from  whom  they  were 
exacted ;  and  that  these  resolutions  be  recommitted  to 
the  committee  who  brought  them  in,  with  instructions 
to  report  a  bill  to  that  efiecU 


WEDNSaDAY,  December  6. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  three  memorials,  signed 
by  a  number  of  mdividuals  concerned  directly  or 
indirectly,  as  prurchaaers  of  public  lands,  prior  to 
the  law  "makinz  further  provision  for  the  sale  of 
the  {)ublic  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates 
injuriously  on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  applv  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  portions  oi  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
memorials  were  read,  and  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


DECBMnts,  18S0. 


Bfr.  Eatom  presented  the  petition  of  Thomss 
Hardimftn,  of  Missouri,  prsjriog  to  be  confirmed 
in  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Missouri ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississifnpi,  from  the  Comnoit* 
tee  on  Indian  Affiiirs.  to  whom  the  subject  wu 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
farther  time,  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  estab- 
lisbinff  trading-faoases  with  the  Indian  tribes;" 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Trimble  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  tbe 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  oat  a  canal 
in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  requesting  information  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  respecting  the  execution  of 
the  act  "  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  engines 
and  for  building  houses  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
same;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  MtUtarjr 
Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  officers  a  specific  sum  monthly  in  lieu  of  their 
present  pay,  rations,  and  other  emoluments ;  and 
agreed  tnereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eataUish- 
ing  an  additional  land  office  in  Indiana;  voA 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  eomider  the  report 
the  select  eoamiittee  on  the  petition  of  Matthew 
Lyon;  and  the  further  eonuderation  thereof  was 
pfratponed  to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to 
proride  for  paying  to  the  State  of  Illinois  three 
per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  puUic  lands  within  the  same and  the 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Senate  took  u[)  the  motion  of  the  fourth 
instant,  requesting  an  inquiry  into  tbe  expediency 
of  extending  the  time  for  locating  military  land 
warrants  in  Ohio ;  whieh  was  amended  and  agreed 
to,  as  follows : 

Beaoivedy  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  time  for  locatiog  militsTy  land  warrants  in  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

COLUMBIAN  SOCIBTY. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  coiuideration  of  the  bill 
to  incorporate  "  the  Columbian  Society  for  Liter- 
ary purposes," 

Mr.  JoBNsoN,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  general 
view  of  the  character  of  the  association  and  its 
objects,  to  establish  its  laudable  and  unobjection- 
abde  nature;  and,  by  comparing  it  with  other  in- 
corporations created  by  Congress,  argued  to  show 
that  it  was  entirely  unexcepuonaolc^  being  merely 
the  incorporation  of  the  managm  of  a  college 
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erected  purely  for  the  iHumotion  of  those  branches 
of  edacaiioa  which  were  taught  in  other  institu- 
tions of  learning  The  same  bill,  Mr.  J.  remarked^ 
had  been  defeated  at  the  last  session,  merely  be- 
cause the  title,  which  had  been  ioadrerteotly  and 
without  reflection  given  to  it,  had  been  construed 
by  gentlemen  into  an  indication  that  the  bill  was 
for  the  incorporation  of  an  exclusive  religious  so- 
ciety for  religious  objects  alone.  Mr.  J.  concluded 
by  moTing  to  postpooe  the  bill  to  Friday  next, 
that  it  might  not  now  interfere  with  busmess  of 
more  importance,  and  to  give  lime  for  consider- 
ing iL 

Mr.  H0K8ET  avowed  himself  willing  to  vote  for 
the  incorporation  of  this  socie^,  under  certain 
limitations  and  restrictims,  in  which  the  bill  was 
now  defective.  He  wotdd  confine  the  society,  by 
exin«ss  provisions,  to  objects  strictly  collegiate  and 
literary.  The  bill  was  defective  in  not  defining 
the  mode  of  electing  its  principal,  its  trustees,  pro- 
fessofs,  &c.,  and  he  would  provide  especially  that 
BO  person  should  be  excluded  from  an  office  in  the 
college,  or  from  its  benefits,  on  account  of  his  reli- 
gious opinions.  These  were  objects  he  wished  to 
provide  for  in  the  bill,  and  therefore  would  wish  it 
to  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis^ 
trict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  JoBNeoN,  of  Kentucky,  concurred  entirely 
in  the  views  of  Mr.  Horset,  and  acquiesced  in  its 
recommitment  j  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  ao- 
ccoiUngly. 

The  other  interrenii^  sutnects  on  the  orders  of 
the  day  being,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babbocr,  post- 
p(»wd  for  that  pwrpose — 

The  Senate  resumed  the  c<msideratioD  of  the 
ieM^[ition  declaring  the  admmion  into  the  Union 
of  the 

STATE  OF  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Bakboub,  of  Virginia,  rose  merely  to  sug- 
gest, as  there  was  no  doubt  tne  miad  of  every  gen- 
oeman  was  fully  made  up  on  the  subject,  that  the 
(^nestiMi  shoold  be  decided  without  conanming  Ae  | 
tmie  of  the  Senate  in  fhrthar  ddiate. 

Mr.  Eatoh ,  of  Tennessee,  said,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  he  would  ask  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing proviso  to  the  resolution : 

Prwnded,  That  nothiDg  herein  contained  ^all  be 
m  eowtraad  as  to  gtva  the  assent  of  CoDgrsM  to  nj 
piwhUsn  in  ths  oooitftntioo  of  Missouri,  if  %aj  such 
thsfa  te,  whiA  eontnTeoM  that  daoae  in  the  Uonsti- 
talioB  of  ttie  United  Ststss,  wfaidi  daolaies  that  •<  the 
eiliieas  of  eaeh  Sut«  abtll  b«  entitled  to  all  privibgM 
and  immaoitks  of  citiieos  in  the  sevaial  Sittes." 

Mr.  fi^uTO,  of  New  York,  thought  this  amend- 
ffiCBt  of  too  mu^  importance  to  De  decided  with- 
out a  moment's  r^ection.  Some  littie  time,  he 
thooght,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  see  its  bearing;  to 
see  whether  it  meant  any  thing  or  nothing,  ant^  if 
any  thing,  what  that  was.  He  hoped  the  question 
would  be  postponed  at  least  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Eaton  obeerred,  that  there  was  a  feature 
in  the  constitution  of  Misaoturi  which  presented  a 
diffieubjr  to  the  minds  of  some  gendemen,  and  to 
hu  among  the  number.  Doubts  were  entertained 
whtthm  diBt  eonatitnttm  was  not  i^ugo^nt  to 
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the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  some 
might  not  be  wiUing  to  adopt  the  tmconditional 
terms  of  the  resolution  which  declared  the  new 
constitution  to  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  was  to 
obviate  difficulty  on  this  point,  by  avoiding  a  dec- 
laration one  way  or  the  other  on  the  questionable 
clause,  that  he  offered  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  confessed  himself  at 
some  loss  how  to  decide  on  this  amendment.  If 
he  voted  in  the  affirmative,  it  might  seem  as  if 
the  Senate  could  pass  a  resolution  contrary  to  the 
Goostitutitm  J  if  in  the  native,  it  would  declave 
that  a  clause  should  have  no  »eet  which  coaM 
have  none,  and  must  be  nugatory.  He  tiiought  a 
day,  at  least,  should  be  given  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter. For  himself,  he  had  asked  no  delay  of  the 
resolution ;  he  was  ready  to  vote  on  it ;  and  he 
took  this  occasion  to  say  he  had  not  desired  the 
subject  to  be  reopened  in  the  Senate ;  he  believed 
it  would  do  no  good,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
public  tranquillity  would  be  promoted  by  deciding 
It  quietly ;  the  Kubject,  he  conceived,  had  been  ex- 
hausted, and  his  opinion  had  undeigone  no  change. 
He  regretted  that  these  sentiments  had  not  been 
felt  elsewhere,  and  wtvxe  he  thought  they  ought 
to  have  been  felt.  As  to  the  amendment,  he 
thought  a  moment's  delay  should  be  allowed  to 
examine  it,  and  he  moved  its  postponement  until 
tomorrow. 

Mr.  Bdbsill  was  in  favor  of  a  longer  postpone- 
ment, bat  hoped  tmtil  to^Dorrow  at  least  woud  tw 
permitted.  too,  exptesaeA  his  regret  that  the 
question  had  been  reopened,  and  admd  a  few  Te- 
marks  on  the  |vopriety  of  giving  some  time  to 
consider  this  amendment,  which  was  certainly  of 
an  important  character. 

Mr.  MoRsiL  moved  apostp(manentof  thequea- 
tion  to  Monday,  and  spoke  a  few  words  in  nvor 
of  that  course. 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Barbodr  opposed  so  long  a 
postponement  as  to  Monday,  but  were  willing  to 
allow  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  subject  to  Monday 
was  lost;  and  the  resolution  and  amendment  were 
postponed  tmtil  to-auonovr. 


Thdbbdat,  December  7. 

The  Pbibidbmt  coDUDnnieated  a  report  (tf  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  ptuwuee  of 
the  resolutitm  of  the  Suate  of  the  Uurd  of  April 
last,  directii^  that  the  Seeietarr  of  tike  Treaiury 
"cause  to  be  pKpared  and  laid  before  tiie  Senate, 
at  the  oommencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, a  statement  of  the  money  expended  in  each 
year,  since  the  Declaration  of  lodependeDce,  in 
holding  conferences  and  making  treaties  wiih  the 
Indian  tribes ;  specifying  grants  and  {vesents,  whe- 
ther in  money  or  goods;  annuities  paid,  and  now 
payable  to  the  Indian  tribes;  the  money  annaally 
appropriated  and  paid  for  the  Indian  trade,  includ- 
ing the  sums  allowed  for  salaries,  and  allowances 
to  supermtendents,  clerks,  factors,  commissioners, 
agents,  interiveters,  and  all  othw  pasons  emjployed 
under  the  aathoriiy  of  the  United  States,  in  nego- 
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tiations  aod  iDtemHiree  with  the  Indian  tribes;" 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Pre8[dent  also  commuDicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  made  m  obedience  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  of  April  last, 
"directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before  the 
Senate,  at  tbe  coitimencement  of  its  next  session, 
a  statement  of  all  annuities  payable  by  the  United 
States  to  Indians  or  Indian  tribes,  or  ander  trea- 
ties with  Indians;  distinguishing  the  several  an- 
nuities; the  periods  during  wbich  they  are  respec- 
tirdy  payable;  and  exhibiting  the  capitals  or 
present  values  of  sneh  annuities,  computing  annual 
utereat  at  six  per  centum and  the  r^ort  was 
read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee'  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jobn  Holmes, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Holmes;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of  John 
B.  Timberlake.  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof;  and  the  petition  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  was  twice  read  By  unani- 
mous consent: 

Itetolvedy  That  Monntjoj  Da;ly,  8«rgeant-at-Arais 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  ie  hereby, 
antbohxed  to  employ  a  fit  peraon  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  the  furnace  eenstmeted  fin-  warming  the 
Senate  Chamber,  and  the  expeaia  hereby  iuenrred 
AaU  be  ddVayed  out  (tf  the  centingant  flua. 

Mr.  HoHBET,  fnna  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  managers  of 
the  National  Vaccine  Institution  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Trimble  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
lay  out  a  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  which  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  trading- 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read  ue  second 
time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatires  to 
provide  for  paying  to  the  State  of  Illinois  three 
per  cent,  of  tne  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  in  that  State,  was  taken  up ; 
and,  after  beinr  ex^ined  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
Thomas  and  Ebwardb,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union  J  the  question  being  on  the  following 
j»oviso,  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Katon  : 

**  Provuied,  That  nothing  herein  eootained  ahatl  be 
■0  ctHutmed  as  to  give  tbe  aaseDt  of  Congress  to  any 
novision  in  the  eonstitatbn  of  Minouri,  if  any  audi 
there  be,  vhioh  contravene*  thai  abuse  in  the  Consti- 
tutim  of  the  United  States  whidi  declares  that  *  the 


dtiseoB  of  each  State  disll  be  entitled  to  all  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citisena  of  the  several  State*.* " 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  observed  that  the  de- 
cision had  been  deferred  yesterday  at  bis  r«iuest. 
For  himself,  he  could  discover  no  good  effect 
which  the  proviso  would  [nroduce.  Such  a  decla- 
ration could  not  weaken  tbe  effect  of  the  repug- 
nant article  of  the  constitution  adopted  by  Mis- 
souri, or  alter  in  any  respect,  he  conceived,  the 
question  as  it  already  stood  before  the  Senate, 
concerning  the  admission  of  the  new  State.  He 
therefore  could  not,  viewing  it  as  he  did,  assent  to 
this  proposition- 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  New  Jersey,  offered  the  follow- 
ing substitute,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  Eaton,  which,  Mr.  W.  said,  would 
answer  better  his  view  of  tbe  subject,  being  more 
specific  and  particular  than  the  proviso  already 
offered : 

"  That  nothiog  herein  oootaiaed  ahall  be  constraed 
as  giving  the  tasent  of  Congress  to  so  much  of  the 
conatitDtion  of  the  Slate  of  Miaaonri  making  it  the 
duty  of  tbe  Legislatare  of  aaid  Stat*  to  pass  a  law  *  to 
prevent  free  negroes  and  multttoeafnmi  coming  to  and 
settling  in  said  State,  under  any  pretext  wbatsoeTcr,* 
as  may  be  repugnant  to  that  provision  or  tbe  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Sutes  wbich  piescribes  that  *  tbe 
eitiuns  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citiiens  in  tbe  eevpral  State*.* " 

Mr.  Eaton  said,  his  wish  was  that  Congress 
should  avoid  giving  an  opinion  at  all  on  the  doubt- 
ful clause,  or  any  particular  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri ;  and  the  amendmmt  offered 
by  Mr.  Wilson  differed  from  his  own  in  this  only, 
that  it  did  designate  a  particular  feature  in  tbe 
constitution  which  was  declared  unacknowledged. 
He  did  not  think  this  course  so  eligible  as  the  one 
suggested  by  his  ovra  motion,  and  therefore  could 
not  accept  the  amendment  in  lieu  of  his. 

Mr.  PiNENET  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Wilson,  because  the  clause  which 
it  pointed  out  was  not  before  Congress  in  any 
manner  whatever,  and  he  would  accompany  the 
resolution  of  admission  with  no  opinion  on  that 
clause,  even  should  the  Legislature  of  Missouri 
legislate  to  the  utmost  verge  of  the  clause.  The 
first  amendment  being  general,  he  had  no  objection 
to  it. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  Mr.  Wilson's 
amendment,  the  Senate  divided,  and  there  appear- 
ed nine  only  in  the  affirmative ;  so  it  was  rejected, 
and  the  question  recturred  on  the  proviso  offered 
by  Mr.  Eaton. 

Mr  Smith  viewed  this  amendment  as  inoffen- 
sive, and  therefore  had  no  strong  objection  to  it ; 
but  as  he  saw  nothiog  in  tbe  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri which  was  not  republican  and  conformable 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
the  correctness  ofwhichopinioo  he  was  convinced, 
without  assuming  any  thing  on  the  score  of  tal- 
ents, he  could  satisfy  any  member  of  the  Senate 
he  could  not  vote  lor  an  amendment  which  im- 
j^ied  a  doubt  of  the  eonstttutionality  of  that  doc- 
ument. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  Mr. 
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Eaton's  proviso,  aod  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tu* — Mnsn.  Brown,  Cbmndler,  Bant,  Eatoiw  Ed- 
wards, GuUard,  Holmes  of  Maiae,  HoImM  of  Miwii- 
nppi.  Horsey,  Hantcr,  Johnson  of  Loaisisns,  King  of 
AUbaiDa,  Lloyd,  PsrroU,  Piokoay,  Taylor,  ThomaK, 
Trimble,  V«o  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  WilUami 
of  MiniMippi — 21. 

Nats— RUHia.  Baiboar,  Bnrrill,  Dieksnon,  Elliot, 
JuhiMim  of  Kentady,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Lowiie,  Hsson,  Mills,  Motril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer, 
FleaMnte,  Roberts,  Ruggl«s,  Ssnford,  Smith,  Talbot, 
TidMDor,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Tennessee, 
and  Wilson— 24. 

The  qaestioQ  bein^  then  stated  on  the  resolution 
going  to  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Smith  made  a  few  remarks,  to  say  that  as 
it  seoned  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Senate  to  take  the 
question  without  debate,  he  would  not  thwart  that 
wish,  although  it  might  be  expected  of  him,  from 
his  situation  of  chairman  of  the  committee  which 
reported  the  resolution,  to  enter  into  some  defence 
of^it  against  the  objections  which  had  been  indi- 
cated. As  a  memlieT  of  the  Soothem  States  he 
was  ready  to  maintain  the  ground  he  had  assumed, 
but  would  yield  to  the  desire  for  a  quiet  decision 
unless  called  out  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
sid& 

Mr.  BvsULL,  of  Rhode  Island,  addressed  the 
CbatF. 

[Mr.  B.,  in  attempting  to  rise  and  address  the 
Prendent,  found  hi^surtout  entangled  by  his  chair, 
and  was  so  long  detained  by  the  embarrassment, 
that  the  Secretary  had  begun  to  call  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  one  gentleman  had  actually  answered. 
Mr.  B.  apologized  to  the  President  for  not  rising 
sooner,  by  stating  the  embarrassment,  when  Mr. 
Babbodr,  of  Virginia,  jocularly  observed  across 
the  House  that  the  gentleman  ought  to  regard  it 
as  an  omen  of  defeat^  and  yield  to  it  accordingly ; 
to  which  Mr.  B.  re^ed,  "I  fear  no  omen  in  my 
country's  cause."] 

Mr.  B.  proceeded.  No  other  gentleman,  he 
said,  seemed  disposed  to  address  the  Senate  in 
defeDce  of  the  opinions  which  he  entertained  on 
this  question,  and  as  he  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  which  reported  the  resolution,  from 
which  he  dissented,  it  was  in  some  measore  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  submit  briefly  the  reasons 
which  governed  htm,  especially  after  the  remarks 
genuemen  on  the  other  side.  We  conceive, 
said  Mr.  B.,  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  Con- 
stitntion  of  the  United  States  to  accept  this  consti- 
tution sent  up  by  the  people  of  Missouri.  The 
people  of  Missouri  did  not  assemble  under  their 
own  authority  to  frame  this  constitution,  but  under 
the  authwity  of  Congress.  After  performing  this 
duty  in  a  way  that  they  deemed  proper,  they  had 
sent  it  here  ior  acceptance,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress,  Mr.  B.  conceived,  to  examine  and  pro- 
nounce uptm  the  Itt^ty  of  the  insorumrat  pre- 
sented. He  stated  that  it  had  been  the  practice 
batxa&m  to  admit  the  members  fiom  new  States 
to  chdr seals  in  bo^  Houses,  in  various  ways;  but 
inqoiry  Ind  generally  been  made  into  the  eonsti- 
taoons  adopted  by  new  States,  and  Congress  sa- 
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tisGed  that  they  were  conformable  to  the  acts  au' 
thorizing  them  to  be  formed.  The  States  had 
been  admitted  into  the  Union,  some  in  one  way, 
some  in  another ;  the  latest  mode,  Mr.  B.  thought, 
ought  to  be  the  one  which  shoold  nave  most  weight 
on  the  present  occasion.  The  three  States  last 
formed  had  been  admitted  much  in  the  same  mode ; 
their  constitutions  had  been  formed  nearly  in  the 
same  way,  and  on  the  same  models  j  Louisiana 
only  was  an  exception  to  the  usual  form  of  admis- 
sion— in  her  case  more  form  was  observed,  and 
obvious  reasons  made  it  necessary. 

It  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  B.  continued,'  to  be  right 
and  proper  for  Congress  to  examine  the  constitu- 
tion now  presented,  and  ascertain  whether  it  was 
in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  republican ;  in  other  words,  whether  it 
was  conformable  to  the  terms  on  which  the  people 
of  that  Territory  were  authorized  by  Congress  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government.  Some 
gentlemen  entertained  a  different  opinion.  New 
States,  said  Mr.  B.,  are  admitted  into  the  Union 
by  the  consent  of  Congress — that  consent  was 
given  to  Missouri  at  the  last  session ;  by  it  she  had 
many  things  to  do.  She  had  first  to  decide  whe- 
ther she  would  accept  the  terms  offined  to  her ;  by 
it  she  was  prohibited  from  interferine  with  tlw 
rights  of  navi((ating  the  Mississippi ;  she  was  con- 
fined to  certain  boundaries,  which  she  could  not 
change  or  exceed;  she  was  restrained  from  any 
interference  with  the  public  lands.  These  things 
were  all  in  the  act;  and  Mr.  B.  asked  if  it  would  not 
be  idle  to  insert  conditions,  if  Congress  po!!sessed 
no  right  to  ascertain  and  decide  if  they  nad  h^ 
comj^ied  with  by  the  people  to  whom  they  were 
offered?  It  was  in  the  nature  of  a  contract  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, and  it  was  competent  for  Congress,  and  was 
its  duty,  to  see  if  that  contract  had  ^n  faithfully 
observed.  It  was  held  by  some  gentlemen  that, 
as  soon  as  the  convention  of  Missouri  was  dis- 
solved, it  became  a  State,  and  had  a  right  to  all 
the  immunities  and  attributes  of  a  State.  But  sup- 
pose, Mr.  B.  said,  the  peo[>le  of  Missouri  had  taken 
no  notice  of  those  condiUons  of  the  act  which  he 
had  referred  to,  but  had  disre^rded  or  contravened 
than,  wotild  gentlemen  then  say  the  consUmtion 
ought  to  be  received  7  Mr.  B.  offered  some  other 
arguments  to  show  that  the  consent  of  Congress 
was  necessary  to  the  admission  of  the  State ;  other- 
wise it  admitted  the  Strang  doctrine,  that  the 
State  might  come  into  the  Uiiioo  in  spite  of  Con- 
gress. This  consent,  he  contended,  ought  not  to 
be  given,  unless  all  tne  conditions  of  the  act  had 
been  complied  with. 

In  general,  Mr.  B.  said,  this  constitution  was 
sufficiently  republican;  and  in  one  respect,  he 
might  say,  it  was  almost  too  much  so ;  for  it  took 
no  notice  whatever  of  the  act  under  which  the 
convention  assemUed  which  formed  it  Its  lan- 
guage is,  "  We  the  people  of  Missouri,  do  mutually 
agree  to  form  and  estaUish  a  free  and  independent 
RepuUic."  In  Alabama,  where  every  thing  in  the 
formation  of  their  State  government  was  con- 
ducted with  much  propriety,  their  convention  set 
out  by  saying  they  assembled  under  the  authority 
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of  an  act  of  Congress.  The  coostitation  of  Mis- 
souri is  entirely  silent  on  this  point,  although  some 
of  its  langaage  could  not  be  understood  without 
referring  to  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  a  con- 
reation;  they  declare  that  they  establish,  ratify, 
And  confirm,  certain  boundaries,  but  they  nowhere 
recognise  the  authority  which  prescribed  these 
boundaries  to  them.  Mr.  B.  repeated,  that  he 
thought  Congress  ought  not  to  vary  from  the 
former  mode  of  declaring  its  assent  to  the  admis- 
sion of  new  States.  They  would  have  to  admit 
other  States  hereafter,  and  a  departure  now  from 
the  practice  of  the  Government  in  receiving  the 
constitutions  of  new  Slates,  would  form  a  prece- 
dent which  mi^ht  in  future  cases  be  deplored. 

Bat  proceeding  to  the  qoestim,  whether  this 
coBStitntion  was  such  an  one  as  ought  to  be  ac- 
cepted] Mr.  B,  said  bis  objection  to  it  arose  on  the 
foUowinff  clause^  which  he  found  in  the^6th  sec- 
tion of  the  3d  article :  "  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
'  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  as  soon  as 

*  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary 
'  (among  other  things)  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 

*  mulattoes  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  this 
'  State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever."  This 
clause  Mr.  B.  conceived  to  be  entirely  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  prohibits 
a  very  large  class  of  persons  from  entering  the  State 
at  all ;  it  does  not  say  what  shall  be  done  when 
they  get  there,  but  it  peremptorily  prohibits  their 
entering  it  under  any  pretext  whatsoever.  Even 
if  soldiers  of  the  Umted  States,  people  of  tiiis  pro- 
scribed class  cannot  enter  Missouri  without  violat- 

S{  the  constitution  of  the  State.  It  was  well  known, 
r.  B.  said,  that  we  have  colored  soldiers  ana 
sailors,  and  good  ones,  too,  but  under  no  pretext, 
wliether  of  duty  or  any  other  motir&  can  they 
enter  Missouri.  He  did  not  suppose  if  people  of 
this  description,  in  the  serrice  of  the  country,  uould 
Miter  the  State,  it  would  be  attempted  by  the  State 
authorities  to  ezelnde  them;  but  it  was  sufficient, 
he  thought,  to  show  the  unoonstitutionality  of  the 
clause. 

Clreat  difficulty  seemed  to  arise  in  deciding  the 

Question,  as  to  what  constituted  citizens  in  the 
ifierent  States.  Citizens  of  one  State  were  en- 
titled to  the  rights  of  citizens  of  all  the  States ; 
yet  the  different  States  exercised  the  power  of  pre- 
scribing certain  probationary  rules  to  those  coming 
from  another  State,  to  entitle  them  to  all  the  prir- 
ileges.  If  a  citizai  of  Massachusetts  removes  to 
another  State,  he  cannot  rote  as  soon  as  he  enters 
it~a  certain  residence  is  required  of  hino— and  the 
people  of  Missouri  were  competent  by  law  to  im- 
pose a  residence  of  one  or  more  years  on  a  citizen 
going  th^e,  to  entitie  him  to  all  the  privileges  of 
oitizou  of  the  State:  he  complies  with  no  more 
than  is  exacted  of  all,  and  which  the  State  has  a 
right  to  require.  This  was  a  question,  however, 
which  thev  did  not  touch :  they  avoided  it  alto- 
gether, and  have  declared  that  a  certain  class  shall 
not  come  into  their  State  at  all,  eroi  though  they 
may  be  citizens  of  other  States,  cigoying  all  the 
privileges  of  such. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  himself  conceive  it  difficult  to 
define  what  constituted  a  citizen.  If  a  person  was 
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not  a  slave  or  a  foreigner — but  bom  in  the  United 
States,  and  a  free  roan— going  into  Missouri,  he 
has  the  same  rights  as  if  born  in  Missouri:  after 
complying  with  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the 
laws  to  qualify  him  for  the  exercise  of  these  rights, 
he  stands  precisely  on  the  same  footing,  and  his 
rights  are  in  every  respect  the  same  as  if  he  had 
been  born  there.  The  question  then  was,  Mr.  B. 
said,  had  the  people  of  Missouri  the  Constitutional 
right  to  prohibit  from  entering  that  State  a  large 
class  of  persons  who  were  citizens  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts?  To  establish  the 
negative  of  this  proposition^  Mr.  B.  adduced  va- 
rious other  arguments  in  addition  to  the  preceding, 
and  endeavored  to  show  that  even  many  laws  of 
the  United  States  would  becAne  inoperatiTe  in 
Missouri,  if  the  clause  which  he  opposed  could  be 
maintained  in  fnce;  and,  as  an  instance,  he  re- 
ferred to  the  laws  against  kidnapping.  In  regard 
to  this  crime  of  kidnapping,  Mr.  B.  remarked,  the 
constitution  of  MiEsouri  had  done  nothing;  for, 
according  to  it,  all  peofde  of  color  who  are  car- 
ried there  must,  ipto  fiuio,  be  slaves,  inasmuch  as 
a  free  negro  could  in  nowise  go  there,  admitting 
the  clause  to  have  its  full  effect. 

Mr.  B.  said  be  was  not  prepared  at  present  to 
affirm  that  Missouri  might  not  pass  laws  to  pro- 
hibit persons  from  carrying '  there  negro  or  mu- 
latto convicts,  or  perhaps  foreigners  from  coming 
into  the  State;  this  was  a  question  pn  which  no 
opinion  now  was  necessary ;  but  he  contended 
that  the  clause  as  it  stood  mohibited  the  entrance 
of  a  larse  portion  of  iwople  who  were,  to  all  in- 
tents and  [Hirposes,  citizens  in  other  States.  Ad- 
mit the  legality  of  Uiis  clause,  and,  ISx.  B.  said, 
the  legislature  of  Missouri  might,  with  the  same 
right,  go  stiU  furtha,  and  pass  laws  to  exelnde 
citizens  bom  in  certain  portions  or  districts  of  the 
United  States.  This  was  a  measure,  he  argued, 
which  one  independent  nation  could  not  adopt  to- 
wards another.  England  could  not  pass  such  a 
law  against  the  people  of  France,  or  of  any  other 
friendly  nation ;  such  a  measure  would  be  too  of- 
fensive to  be  borne,  and  would  be  considered  to 
amount  almost  to  a  declaration  of  war.  If  dis- 
tiact  and  independent  nations  dare  not  enact  such 
laws  towards  each  other,  how  was  it  possible,  Mr. 
B.  said,  that  the  power  could  be  exercised  by  one 
of  these  States  towards  other  States  of  the  Union  7 

All  the  distinctions  among  citizens  which  arise 
from  color,  rested,  Mr.  B.  said,  cm  State  laws 
alone— there  was  notlung  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  -wbkik  recognised  distiscAkna. 
In  Massachusetts  there  was  no  dbtinction ;  a  man 
of  color  possessed  there  precisdr  and  idnitkaUy 
the  same  rights  as  a  white  man  bora  in  the  same 
State,  and  he  asked  if  it  was  possible  fat  Missouri, 
consistenUy  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  exclude  any  of  those  people  from  that 
State,  who  should  Uunk  proper  to  remore  from 
Massachusetts  to  Missouri?  The  States  of  this 
Union  were  not  distinct  and  independent  nations — 
they  are,  said  Mr.  B.,  a  confederacy  of  kindred  re- 
puluics;  when  they  formed  their  constitution  of 
government,  they  used  the  language,  "we,  the 
I  pec^e  of  the  United  States,"  and  it  is  not  in  the 
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power  of  one  of  the  Tocmbeni  of  this  coDfederaey 
to  enforce  the  clause  Missouri  has  adopted,  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  reject  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  add  nothing  more  about 
the  right  of  Congress  to  decide  this  question ;  he 
would  merely  say,  Congress  must  from  necessity 
decide  it ;  it  must  admit  the  members  of  Mis- 
souri ;  in  that  act  the  question  was  inrolred,  and 
ther  were  obliged,  therefore,  to  decide  it.  It  was 
oseteaSj  therefore,  to  talk  of  referring  the  question 
to  the  judiciary.  As  Congress  "might  admit  new 
States"  into  the  Union,  it  was  clear  to  his  mind 
that  Congress  most  deto-mine  the  conditirais  on 
which  they  should  come  in. 

Bfr.  B.  said  he  would  offer  a  few  words  as  to 
the  dangers  which  were  apprehended  by  some 
gratlemen  from  a  rdection  of  the  constitution 
offered  by  Missouri.  What  were  the  consequences, 
Mr.  B.  asked,  which  would  follow  the  rejection  ? 
The  only  one  which  he  could  perceive  was,  that 
Missouri  must  remain  one  year  longer  out  of  the 
Union.    Was  this  such  a  hardship  ?  And  to  avoid 
this  trifling  consequence,  mu.st  we,  said  Mr.  B., 
give  a  rote  which  will  violate  the  Constitution 
we  have  sworn  to  support,  and  which  we  are  all 
so  deeply  interested  in  mamtaining  1   As  a  Ter- 
ritory the  people  of  Missouri  had  gone  on,  he  said, 
Terr  prosperoiuly,  and  no  ^reat  inconvenience 
could  cenut  from  continuing  m  the  territorial  con- 
dition one  year  longer.  It  is  said  they  have  fonoed 
a  eonaUttttion,  ana  under  it  have  eucled  a  Got- 
emor  and  Legislature,  and,  having  assumed  the 
functions  and  character  of  a  State,  if  they  are  not 
now  admitted  into  the  Union,  they  wUl  go  on 
without  our  consent.   Mr.  B.  said  he  presumed 
the  people  of  Missouri  felt  the  same  attachment  to 
the  Union,  and  to  the  tranquillity,  and  honor,  and 
glory  of  it  as  we  do ;  and  he  would  not  believe,  he 
wotud  not  do  them  the  injustice  to  believe,  that 
rather  than  oidure  the  small  incouvenieoce  of 
cetaining  the  territorial  character  a  few  months 
more,  tbey  would  rashly  throw  away  all  the  inte- 
rest they  had  in  the  greatness  and  ^ory  of  their 
country.  They  might  possibly  still  think  that  their 
constitution  ought  not  to  have  been  rejected  on 
accotut  of  this  offensive  clause,  and  may  feel  some 
excitement  on  the  occasion ;  yet  they  most  see  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  scane  lacrifice  to  the 
conscientioiB  opintm  <»  Cw^jress^  and  would  con- 
sent to  qoaUfy  their  constitution  m  the  objection- 
aUe  feature.  But,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  we  ratify  it  as 
is  ia,  weeMaUish  a  mecedent  and  admit  a  point 
that  the  judiciary  will  never  be  aUe  to  overthiow ; 
do  not  then  leave  to  another  tribunal  the  deeision 
of  a  qaestion  which  belongs  to  us,  bat  let  us  meet 
and  decide  it  oorsdves. 

If  the  constitotioo  were  not  accepted,  Mr.  B 
aaid  it  woold  be  easy  to  obviate  any  difficulty  by 
pasring  an  additional  act  authorizing  the  people 
of  Miiaouri  to  form  another  convention  and  re- 
rise  their  constitntioa ;  and  he  was  confident  this 
odious  feature  would  be  ezpun^d.  These  people, 
BCr.  B.  said,  were  not  Missoarians,  properly  so  dis- 
tiiigiiished,  but  were  Americans,  collected  there 
fioin  all  the  Statei,  the  same  people  as  oimdres. 
They  would  appieeiate  the  motires  of  Congress, 
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and  do  them  justice;  they  would  recollect,  also, 
that  this  act  passed  in  a  spirit  of  compromise  and 
accommodation,  from  a  desire  to  preserve  peace 
and  quietness  in  every  pa.rt  of  the  Union  j  and  re- 
assembling with  such  views,  finding  the  clause 
could  do  no  good,  they  would  repeal  it.  Sancticm 
this  improper  clause  now,  said  he,  and  you  sanction 
it  for  all  time  to  come ;  and  however  we  may  de- 
sire hereafter  to  avoid  it,  it  will  be  irrevocably  es- 
tablished. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  little  he  had  spoken  had  ex- 
hausted his  strength,  and  he  could  add  nothing 
more  if  he  wished  to  do  so. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  intimated  an  in- 
tention of  replying  to  Mr.  B. ;  but,  as  he  would 
have  to  refer  to  several  constitutions  and  other 
authorities,  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  he  asked 
a  short  time  to  prepare  them,  antTmoved  the  post- 
ponement of  the  subject  until  to-morrow ;  wliM^ 
motion  prevaited,  -and  it  was  postponed  aceord- 
iogly- 


FaiDAT,  Decembn  8. 
Mr.  Plea8ant8  presented  the  memorial  of  Char- 
lotte I.  BuUus,  widow  of  John  Butlus,  deceased, 
late  navy  agent  for  the  port  of  New  York,  praying 
that  the  aecoanting  officer  of  the  Navy  Draart- 
ment  may  be  directed  to  credit  the  account  of  the 
deceased  at  the  rate  of  9^,000  per  annum  daring 
the  time  he  performed  the  extra  duties  of  naTV 
agent  on  the  Lakes :  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  the  eiti- 
zens  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  protesting 
against  any  increase  of  the  duties  at  present  im- 
posed on  imported  goods;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commecee 
and  Manufacmres. 

Mr.  RoBERTEi  presented  the  memorial  of  Paul 
Beck,  jtmior,  and  Thomas  Sparks  and  others,  of 
Philadelphia,  manufacturers  of,  and  dealers  in, 
shot,  praying  that  an  additional  duty  may  be  laid 
on  imported  shot;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  HouiES,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  John  M.  Whitney  and  John  Snodzrass,  in 
behalf  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Alexander 
Montgomery,  dLceased,  praying  that  a  law  may 
be  pa»ed  directing  a  warrant  to  be  issued  to  than 
for  a  quantity  of  land  in  Mississim)!,  as  an  indeiD- 
nity  for  a  like  quantity  of  their  land  improp^y 
disposed  of  by  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the 
Land  Office  west  of  Peari  river:  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PiNEif  ET  presented  the  petition  of  Rebecca 
Hodgson,  widow  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  deceased, 
praying  remuneration  for  the  loss  of  the  house 
tpurnt  in  the  year  1800,  whilst  occupied  by  the 
Glovemmoit  as  the  War  Office;  and  the  pration 
was  read,  and  referred  to  die  Committee  on  Mili- 
tanr  Aflbirs. 
Mr.  TaoHAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
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Land!,  to  whom  wm  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Represenlatives,  eatttled  "An  act  to 
amcDd  the  ac^  entitled  'An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Willis,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  tbe  said  bill,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and,  nu  amendment  havjog  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House; 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Morgan 
Brown,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Morgan  Brown ;  and  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Holmes  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  paying 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  three  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

Tbe  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  tne  original  States. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  the 
Senate,  as  follows : 

He  observed  liiat,  on  any  subject,  however  in- 
tereittiog  it  might  be,  he  could  not  flatter  himself 
with  a  hope  uat  he  could  entertain  the  Senate. 
But,  what  ae  had  to  offer  at  pteaeut,  on  thu  very 
important  occasion,  would  consist  very  much  of 
refereaees.  and  he  feared  might  prove  tedious} 
therefore  be  felt  more  necessity  than  on  most  occar 
sioos  to  ask  for  a  little  patience  and  their  kind  in- 
dulgence. 

The  resolution  declaring  tbe  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union,  he  thought,  was  nothing 
more  than  a  matter  of  form,  and  might  be  dis- 
pensed with.  He  had  examined  the  journals  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
course  heretofore  pursued  by  Congress  on  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States  into  the  Union,  and  found 
it  had  been  various.   He  would  give  their  history. 

Vermont  was  the  first  new  Slate  admitted  after 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  On  the 
9th  of  February,  1791,  President  Wasbihgton 
laid  before  Congress  documents  received  from  the 
Qovemor  of  Vermont,  expressing  the  consent  of 
the  L^islature  of  New  York,  and  of  the  Territory 
of  Vermont,  that  the  said  territory  shall  be  admit- 
ted to  be  a  distinct  member  of  our  UQion.(l)  On 
the  18th  of  tbe  same  month,  (2)  an  act  of  Con- 
gress was  approved  for  the  admission  of  Vermont 
mto  the  Union,  without  any  of  this  formality, 
that  her  constitution  should  be  republican,  &c. 
The  act  says,  "Vermont,  having  petitioned  Con- 
'  gress,  &c.,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  dbc,  shall 
'  be  received  and  admitted  into  this  Union,  as  a 

(1)  Senate  Journal,  241. 

(S>  Pablic  Lava,  3d  vol.  page  193. 
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'  new  and  entire  member  of  the  United  Sutes  of 
'  America."  (1)  On- the  31st  of  October  follow- 
ing, Mr.  Robinson  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  (2) 
and  on  the  4th  of  November  Mr.  Bradley  took 
his  seat.  There  was  no  constitution  either  sub- 
mitted to,  or  required  by,  Congress.  Nor  were 
there  any  traces  of  a  constitution  of  that  new 
State  to  be  found  previous  to  the  Oth  of  July, 
1793.  Congress  never  supposed  at  tlial  day  they 
had  a  power  to  require  a  constitution  from  a  new 
State  coming  into  the  Union,  nor  to  examine  if 
such  constitution  was  republican.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
knew  very  well  that  the  people  of  that  respectable 
State  contend  it  was  one  of  the  original  States. 
We  know  of  none  but  thirteen  original  States. 
Vermont  would  have  made  fourteen ;  and  it  was 
treated  of,  and  so  called  at  the  time,  as  a  territory. 
It  w  detached  from  New  York,  and,  by  the  ex- 
press consent  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  she 
was  received  into  the  Union. 

J&nfttci-y  was  tbe  next  new  State  admitted  into 
the  Union.  (3)  On  the  18th  of  December,  1789, 
and  after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  passed  the  act  author- 
izing Kentucky  to  form  a  separate  State.  (4)  On 
the  4th  of  February,  1791,  Congress  passed  an  act 
of  consent  that  Kentucky  should  become  a  sepa- 
rate State,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the 
first  day  of  June,  1792.  On  the  19th  of  April, 
1792,  jts  constitution  was  formed,  but  was  never 
submitted  to  Congress.  (5)  On  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1792,  Messrs.  Brown  and  Edwards,  as  Sena- 
torsfrom  that  State,  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate, 
without  even  an  inquiry  for  a  constitution. 

Tetitutsee  formed  her  constitution  on  the  6th  of 
February,  1796.  This  was  the  first  constitution 
of  a  new  State  submitted  to  Congress.  There 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  ruereoce  made 
of  ^is  constitution  to  any  committee,  ot  any  other 
order  uken  upon  it.  There  is  to  be  found  in  the 
debates  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  May,  1796,  an  objec- 
tion made  to  one  provision  of  tW  constituuon, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  tbe  United  States.  This  objection  was  made 
by  a  member  from  South  Carolina,  and  was  re- 
plied to  by  Mr.  Baldwin  of  Georgia,  "that,  if 
repugnant  to  the  Constitutionof  the  United  States, 
it  was  a  nullity,  because  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  paramount."  And  this  appears 
to  have  put  an  end  to  the  objection. 

Ohio  was  the  next  new  State  adopted  into  the 
Union.  (6)  On  the  30th  of  April,  1602,  the  law 
passed  authorizing  Ohio  to  form  a  constitation. 
and  State  government.  On  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1802,  she  formed  her  constitution.  (7)  On  the 
7th  January^  1803,  it  was  laid  before  the  Senate, 
and  was  referred  to  a  committee,  which  never  re- 


(1)  Vide  1  vol.  newed.  Senate  Jooroal,  38S. 

(»)  lb.  336. 

(3)  Laws  of  the  U.  8.  8d  vol.  191. 

(4)  lb.  198. 

(5)  Vide  JourDRl,  461. 

(6)  Laws  of  tbe  U.  8.  vot.  3(1,  pige  496. 

(7)  Vide  Senate  Journals. 
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ported  on  it.  (l)On  the  19th  of  February.  1803, 
Congress  passed  a  law  "to  provide  for  the  due 
'  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  with- 
'  in  the  State  of  Ohio."  In  this  last  law  it  is  de- 
clared that,  by  the  law  of  30th  April,  1802,  author- 
izing the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Ohio  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  Ohio  had 
become  one  of  the  Unit«l  States  of  America. 
This  law  says  nothing  about  her  betng  admitted 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  <Hi^- 
nal  Stales ;  bat  amply  sws.  ''iniereby  the  said 
State  luui  become  one  of  tne  United  States  of 
America.'' 

LovMaim  was  authorized,  by  au  act  of  Cmgress 
of  the  20th  of  February,  1811,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  formed  her  con- 
stitution on  the  28th  January,  1612.  (2)  On  the 
8Ui  of  April,  1812,  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
by  a  law.  This  was  the  first  State  admitted  with 
formality.  The  new  mode  of  declaring  this  State 
to  be  admitted,  by  law,  seems  to  have  heen  dicta- 
ted from  motives  of  interest.  Louisiana  had  with- 
in her  limits  the  Mississippi  and  other  valuable 
navigable  rivers.  By  that  law,  which  admits  her 
into  the  Union,  the  free  navigation  of  all  those 
rivers  is  secured  forever  to  all  the  old  Slates,  free 
from  "  any  tax,  duty,  impost,  or  toll whilst  the 
cdd  Btalcs.ietain  the  rigni  to  these  exactions,  and 
some  of  tb«m  do  actnafly  exact  it.  The  State  of 
New  York  now  exacts,  as  a  toll,  one  dollar  upon 
every  passenger  in  the  steamboats  that  go  up  the 
Noru  river,  and  derives  from  that  source  an  im- 
mense revenue,  laying  the  whole  United  States 
under  contritHition ;  whilst  her  own  citizens  are 
navigating  the  Mississippi  and  its  waters,  under 
the  act  of  Congress,  witnout  being  subjected  to 
any  such  duty.  And  this  is  what  they  have  been 
pleased  to  call  admitting  her  "into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in 
all  respects  whatsoever." 

Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union  by  a  joint 
resolution  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  on  the  11th 
of  December  1816;  but  its  history  proves  beyond  a 
doubt  that  it  was  ctmsidered  a  State,  to  all  mtents 
and  pnrpoaeS|  before  the  resolution  passed.  An 
act  in  the  naim  fonn  had  passed  for  its  admission ; 
and  it  had,  hf  a  convention,  formed  a  constitution 
on  the  3Dth  of  June,  1816.  Congress  assembled 
on  the  2d  of  December,  1816;  on  that  day  the 
House  of  Rejffeaentatives  admitted  Mr.  Hen- 
dri^s,  the  member  elect,  to  take  the  oath  of  office, 
and  tue  his  seat  in  the  House.  On  the  4th,  the 
resolution  originated  in  the  Senate ;  on  the  6th  it 
passed;  was  sent  to  the  House  on  the  9th,  and 
passed  that  day-^ight  days  after  the  member  had 
been  admitted  to  his  seat ;  nor  had  the  House  of 
Representatives  ever  taken  up  the  subject  at  all. 
On  the  11th,  the  resolution  was  approved.  Here, 
it  is  evident  there  was  a  great  falling  off  in  vigi- 
lance; but,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  we  were  going 
north  about.  Louisiana  could  not  be  admitted  by 
any  tbin^  kss  ac»lemn  than  a  law.  Indiana  did 
not  reqoice  a  resdutioiif  for  the  House  of  Repre- 

(I)  Laws  U.  8.  page  084. 
(S)  Laws  U.  8.  voL  4i  pag«  40t. 


sentatives  at  least.  On  the  12th  of  February,  1817, 
the  Presidential  votes  were  counted  in  the  Repre- 
sentatives' Chamber,  whither  the  Senate,  in  a  body, 
bad  gone  for  that  purpose.  All  the  votes  of  the 
several  States  were  counted,  except  the  votes  of 
Indiana.  Here  Mr.  S.  said,  he  woald  read  from 
the  Journals  of  the  House  of^Representatives,  what 
passed  on  that  occasion,  as  there  were  several  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Smate  who  had  taken  their  seati 
since.  Q) 

Mr.  8.  said,  in  eonaeqnenee  of  thu  proceeding, 
the  Senators  had  a  rery  solemn  procession  down 
the  stairs  and  up  again,  and  there  it  ended ;  for 
they  unanimously  concurred  in  considering  it  so 
frivolous  that  they  forbid  it  a  place  on  the  Jour- 
nals. The  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent were  elected  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  the 
electoral  votes  given  before  the  resolution  was  of- 
fered for  its  admission  into  the  Union.  This  act 
was  solemnly  sanctioned  by  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. It  was  the  highest  act  which  a  State,  in 
Its  political  capacity,  can  perform.  Who,  then, 
can  doubt  for  a  moment  that  Indiana  was  a  State, 
as  perfect  as  it  is  possible  for  this  Government  to 
make?  If  Indiana  was  so,  why  should  not  Mis- 
souri be  so,  under  the  same  circumstances?  It 
cannot  be  doubted.  She  is  a  State,  and  you  can- 
not disfranchise  her.  Bui,  it  is  said  she  cannot 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  becatue  her  constitu- 
tion is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  die  United 


(1)  Journal  H.  R.  Sd  snsion,  14lh  Cottgreis,  pages 

ass.  886,  387. 

When  the  PreatdcDt  of  the  S«ntte  was  sboat  to 
open  the  votes  of  that  State,  for  the  porpose  of  baving 
the  sams  counted, 

■*  Mr.  Taylor,  one  of  the  RepreseDtatirea  from  the 
State  of  Ifaw  York,  rose,  and  objected  to  the  same, 
and  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  votes  of  the  Elect- 
ors of  Indiana,  for  President  aad  Vica  President,  ought 
not  to  be  received. 

"  Upon  which  objection  being  made,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  one  of  its  members,  withdrew  ;  and,  being 
absent,  a  reaolntion  was  then  submitted  by  Mr.  Sharp, 
in  the  followbg  words : 

"  Bcaolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Hooaa  of  Reprssenta- 
tives,  Ac,  That  the  votes  of  the  Electora  Jbr  ike  State 
of  htdiana  ^  Prtndent  and  Vice  Prmdent  of  the 
VaUtd  Statet,  vere  properly  and  legally  given,  and 
ought  to  be  connted. 

"A  motion  was  made  by  Hr.  Taylor,  of  Mew  York, 
to  amend  the  said  resolution,  by  striking  out  all  thereof 
after  the  enacting  elauso,  and  inserting  the  following: 
*  That  the  votes  of  the  Electors  of  the  Sute  of  Indiana, 
for  President  and  Vice  Prssideot  of  the  United  Stataa, 
having  bsen  ^ven  provtoua  to  the  admiswon  of  that 
Sute  into  the  Union,  eofkt  not  to  be  rueivei  and 
counted.*  And  debate  arising  thereon,  a  motion  waa 
made  by  Mr.  Ingbam,  that  the  resolution  be  postponed 
indefinitely.  And  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

''The  Senate  again  attended,  dec.  And  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of  both  Houses, 
proceeded  to  open  the  cerdficates  of  the  Electors  of 
the  Slate  of  lodiana,  whidi  be  delivered  to  the  tellers* 
)ij  whom  it  was  read,  and  who  took  HaU  of  the  votes 
tbeiein  eaeleBed." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


65 


KISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


56 


Senate. 


States,  and  is  not  republican ;  and  that  Coogresa, 
by  the  Federal  Constitatioo,  is  to  guaranty  to 
erery  State  a  republican  form  of  Gorerament; 
therefore,  it  is  the  proriDce  of  Congress  to  examine 
foi  this  quality  in  the  constitution  of  any  State 
wliieh  implies  for  admission  into  the  Union. 

If,  sir,  Congress  has  to  decide  upon  the  republi- 
can form  of  goremment  of  the  new  States,  it  has 
also  to  decide  upon  it  for  alt  the  old  States.  The 
language  of  the  Constitution  is, "  the  United  ^tates 
shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  re- 
publican form  of  goremment."  This  applied  im- 
mediately to  the  ud  States ;  and,  if  it  is  the  dutv 
of  Congress,  why  did  not  Congress  examine  all 
the  constitutions  of  the  several  States?  Why 
not  require  each  State,  when  it  alters  or  new- 
models  its  constitution,  to  submit  it  to  that  tribu- 
nal to  decide  whether  it  is  republican  ?  Nine  of 
the  States  hare  altered  their  constitutions  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  New  Hampshire,  in  February,  1792 ; 
Connecticut,  in  September,  1818;  Vermont,  in 
July,  1793,  or  rather  formed  one;  Pouisylrania, 
ip  Sq»tember,  1793;  Delaware,  in  Jcm&  1793; 
Maryumd,  at  sundry  times;  South  Carolina,  in 
June,  1790:  Georgia,  in  Nuy,  1798;  and  Ken- 
tucky, in  August,  1799.  None  of  these  States 
hare  erer  submitted  their  renewed  constitutions  to 
Congress  for  its  approbation.  It  is  the  duty  of 
Congress,  under  the  term  "guaranty,"  to  look  into 
any  constitution.  Who  will  be  bold  enough  to 
say  it  is  not  its  duty  to  see  that  no  State  shall 
alter  its  constitution,  but  by  its  permission  and 
authority?  It  would  be  to  little  purpose  to  say 
the  United  States  shall  guaranty  the  republican 
form  of  government,  unless  its  control  can  be  con- 
tinued. Every  State  has  the  power  to  revise  its  ' 
constitution  wnenever  it  shall  think  proper.  And, 
if  Tou  look  at  the  constitution  of  Missouri  to-dav, 
and  pass  it  as  rqniblican,  and  that  State  should 
.alter  it  to-morrow,  and  destroy  its  repuUican  fea- 
tures, and  defy  your  control,  this  power  has  been 
given  to  verv  little  purpose,  and  oad  much  better 
Been  withheld. 

Mr.  S.  said,  upon  looking  into  the  constitution 
of  the  thirteen  original  States,  he  had  discovered 
that  Rhode  Island  had  no  constitution ;  nor  had 
she  evo-  any.  She  has  what  the  good  peoi^e  of 
that  State  call  the  "  charter  of  Rhode  Island," 
granted  by  King  Charles  the  Secimd ;  in  which 
he  has  made  certain  reservations,  as  an  aeknowl- 
e^ment  of  his  sovoeignty.  And  throughout  the 
whole  instrument,  the  people  are  treated  of,  and 
called  subjects.  They  can  have  no  claim  to  a 
republican  form  of  government  under  such  a  char- 
ier. 

Why,  then,  does  not  Congress  issue  its  writ  of 

So  uammto  to  the  Governor  or  the  Legislature  of 
hode  Island,  calling  on  th«n  to  show  by  what 
authority  they  claim  to  be  one  of  the  United 
States  ?  Or  to  show  cause,  if  any  they  can,  why 
that  State  should  not  be  disfranchised  for  holding 
her  government  under  a  foreign  Prince  ?  Or  else 
issue  some  process  to  compel  her  to  form  such  a 
constitution  as  shall  guaranty  to  her  a  republican 
form  of  government?    Congress  has  as  much 
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power  to  do  this  as  it  has'  to  reject  the  constitntion 
of  Missouri. 

If  Congress  has  the  power  to  guaranty  the  re- 
publican form  of  government,  and  it  can  only  be 
exercised  when  a  State  presents  itself  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  there  ought  to  be  an  unifor- 
mity in  its  course.  The  same  State  of  Rhode 
Island  refused  to  adopt  the  Federal  Constitution 
few  some  time  after  the  organization  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. Then  Rhode  luand  stood  preeisdy  on 
the  ground  on  which  Missouri  now  is  said  to  stand. 
Missouri  is  a  State,  but  it  is  said  is  not  in  the 
Union ;  Rhode  Island  was  a  State,  and  acknowl- 
edged on  all  hands  to  be  out  of  the  Unim  at  that 
time.  Why  did  not  Congress  exercise  this  salutary 
control  when  Rhode  Island  came  into  the  Union; 
and  abrogate  her  Koglish  charter,  and  give  her 
a  constitution,  with  at  least  some  semblance  of  a 
r^blican  form  of  government  init,aad  blot  out  the 
04U0US  words,  sovereign  and  subject,  monarchical 
vestiges  which  still  cWacterize  it  ?  It  is  evident, 
to  a  aemonstration,  that  Congress  is  not  the  tribunsu 
to  decide  this  Constitutional  question.  It  must 
be  left  to  the  judicial  department,  whose  province 
alone  it  is  to  judge  the  private  rights  of  individ- 
uals. There  are  no  governmental  rights  to  be  in- 
volved, but  the  rights  of  persons  only,  if  any ;  and 
shall  Congress  erect  itself  into  a  trilmnal  to  inves- 
tigate whether  by  chance  some  free  negro  or  mu- 
latto. fifW  years  hence,  might  suffer,  and  put  this 
whole  Union  in  jeopardy?  He  viewed  such  a 
crisis  with  awe.  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  be  amongst 
the  last  to  invoke  it,  but  we  could  not  shut  our 
eyes  upon  what  was  going  on  in  the  northern  sec- 
tion of  this  Union.  At  the  time  they  were  fulmi- 
nating their  threats  to  dissolve  the  Uaion,  if  Mis- 
souri should  be  admitted  into  it,  they  were  declar- 
ing to  the  world  that  the  Southern  States  w^ 
endeaforing  to  intimidate,  but  would  not  dare  to 
disturb  the  Confederacy.  One  printer,  of  Phila- 
delphia, tired  of  miting  for  some  post  of  buKW 
or  profit  under  the  old  government,  has  diridad 
the  Union  tm  paper,  and  laid  oat  a  snug  govern- 
ment f<w  himself  and  hb  friends,  under  which, 
perchance,  be  may  be  better  provi^^  for.  Another 
fellow  has  called  himself  Patrick  Henry,  and 
writes  as  if  it  belonged  to  him  to  diKolre  this 
empire,  if  he  should  so  will  it  He  intends  to 
bring  about  in  this  country  a  succession  of  Patrick 
Henrys,  in  imitation  of  the  Csesars  of  the  Roman 
world ;  and  he  is  to  be  Patrick  Henry  the  second. 
This  Patrick  Henry  the  second  has  declared  if 
Missouri  with  her  constitution  is  received,  it  is  of 
itself  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  If  ever  this  Union 
is  distorbed,  it  will  be  by  such  monsters  as  these. 
It  ia  not  here  that  revdutitm  is  to  commence ;  it  is 
to  b^n  with  the  peoj^  by  means  of  miai^e- 
sentaiions.  By  impoaing  an  their  honesty.  Let 
those  who  are  fanning  uiis  flame  beware  of  tite 
consequences.  If  the  torrent  b^ns  to  roll,  there 
LE  no  telling  where  it  is  to  stop. 

We  are  told  this  constitution  is  not  republican; 
thnefore  it  cannot  be  sanctioned,  because  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  guaranty  to  every 
State  of  this  Union  a  re|mblican  form  of  gorern- 
mmt.  The  evidence  «f  this,  it  is  said,  u  man- 
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ifested  in  the  third  and  fourth  claoses  of  the 
twenty-siith  section  of  the  third  article  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri^  which  authorizes  the  Le- 
gislature to  pass  laws  "to  prer^t  free  negroes 
and  molattoes  from  coining  to  and  settling  in  this 
State  under  any  pretext  whatsoever." 

The  Convention,  which  formed  our  Federal 
Cfmstitntion,  baa  not  been  as  explicit  as  we  conld 
wish  in  defining  what  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
emraent  is.  Bot  we  have  aiway!>  understood  that 
sort  of  government  which  is  administered  by  the 
people  to  be  a  repuUican  f^nn  of  government, 
and  does  not  obtam  nor  lose  this  f<nm  when  the 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  aclnded  from  a 
participation.  This  is  a  case  ««•'  generit.  The 
idatorf  of  the  ancient  world  furnishes  do  prece- 
dent. The  Grecian  Republics  abounded  in  slaves; 
but  they  had  no  share  in  the  political  concerns  of 
the  nation.  Sparta  was  said  to  approach  nearer 
to  a  pure  democracy  than  any  other  Oovemment 
that  ever  existed.  Yet  they  had  slaves  in  thou- 
sands and  hundreds  of  thousands,  who  had  no 
share  in  political  a&irs.  They  were  white,  and 
what  of  them  were  not  sold  to  foreign  nations,  or 
butchered  by  their  masters,  who  had  the  abstHute 
control  over  their  persons  and  lives,  without  ac- 
count, were  finally  suffered  to  mingle  with  the 
liree  men,  wd  became  one  peo|de.  Bvt  the  iittet- 
enee  of  color  forbids  that  course  with  os^  and  will 
operate  as  a  popetual  barrier,  until  time  riiall 
overcome  it  Although  they  are  not  slaves  them- 
selves, who  were  prohibited  by  this  constitudon 
to  settle  in  Missouri ;  yet  they  are  the  late  offipring 
of  slaves,  and  have  been  placed  and  considered  in 
the  body  politic  upon  the  same  footing  and  no 
other.  Their  parents  were  slaves  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  They  were  in  a  state  of  slavery 
from  Boston  to  the  St.  Mary's,  laboring  in  your 
fidds.  It  was  not  then  slaveholding  States  and 
non-slaveholding  States,  but  all  were  slaveholding 
States.  It  is  true  since  that  time  the  Northern 
States,  finding  it  their  interest  to  do  so,  have  sold 
the  greater  part  of  them  to  the  Southern  people, 
and  nave  freed  the  rest.  These  freed  negroes  and 
mulattoes  are  now,  for  the  first  time,  called  citizens 
of  the  United  States;  and  are,  it  is  said,  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  entitled  to  all 
the  privities  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
several  States. 

As  no  example  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of 
any  other  nation,  and  this  being  the  first  time 
iHiieh  this  question  has  occurred  m  our  own  Oov- 
emment, whether  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are, 
as  sucfay  citizens,  most  be  ascertained  by  such  evi- 
dences as,  from  the  nature  of  things,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  give  the  highest  credence  to.  Mr.  S. 
said  this  was  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  constitutions 
or  laws  of  the  several  States.  They  furnish  a 
mass  of  evidence,  which  nobody  could  doubt  but 
a  sceptic,  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  have 
never  been  considered  as  a  part  of  the  body  politic ; 
neither  by  the  General  Oorernment  nor  the  several 
Slate  gDvanments.  All  their  laws,  and  all  their 
emistituiions,  contain  marked  distinctions  by  which 
this  ctess  of  people  are  excluded  from  all  psrtiei- 
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^tion  in  your  political  institutions;  not  in  the 
Southern  States,  but  in  the  Eastern  States,  the 
Northern  States,  and  the  Western  States.  Almost 
all  the  States  in  the  Union  have  excluded  tbem 
from  voting  in  elections.  There  is  no  State  that 
admits  them  into  the  militia.  Very  few  States 
admit  them  to  give  evidence.  No  State  had  passed 
any  law  constituting  them  citizens,  Mr.  S.  said 
he  would  not  inquire  in  what  department  the 
power  existed,  if  it  existed  anywhere,  whether  in 
the  State  govemments  or  in  the  Qenerat  Oovem- 
ment, to  naturalize  them;  but  at  present  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  had  done  so;  and,  until  some 
supreme  power  should  do  so^  they  could  not  cteim 
"the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
several  States."  He  would  now  ask  the  Smate 
fur  their  further  indulgence,  till  he  could  examine 
this  subject  more  minutely,  from  the  written  docu- 
ments themselves,  which  he  would  beg  leave  to 
read  severally.  In  doing  so,  he  would  bevin  with 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  itself  This 
sacred  instrument  says:  "We  hold  these  truths 
'  to  be  self-evident :  that  all  men  are  created 
'  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
'  with  certain  inalienaUe  rights;  that  among; 
'  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
'  ness.» 

If  this  was  a  declaration  of  independence  for  the 
blacks  as  well  as  the  whites,  why  did  you  not  all 
emancipate  your  slaves  at  once,  and  let  them  join  . 
you  in  the  war.  But  we  know  this  was  not  done. 
We  know  that  slavery  was  as  much  cherished  in 
Massachusetts,  and  the  other  New  England  States, 
ss  it  was  anywhere  else  in  the  Union.  In  fine, 
there  was  an  universal  consent,  at  that  day,  that 
these  people  were  slaves,  and  were  our  personal 

Sroperty,  and  had  no  share  in  the  body  politic. 
io  gentleman  will  now  be  bold  enough  to  say  oth- 
erwise. New  York  is  yet  seeking  for  remunera- 
tion from  the  British  Oovemment  for  their  slaves, 
by  that  name,  which  were  plundered  from  that 
State  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  very 
Constitution  under  which  we  are  now  assembled, 
which  was  formed  for  the  better  cementing  the 
Government,  derived  from  that  Declaration  m  In- 
de^ndence,  has  not  only  sanctioned  the  slavery 
which  then  existed  in  the  United  States,  but,  by 
the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article,  ex|H«8sty  pei^ 
mitted  the  whole  of  the  States,  twelve  years  after 
this  Declaration  of  Independence,  to  open  their 
ports  to  the  African  slave  trade  for  a  succession  of 
twenty  years.  But  it  is  said  these  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  are  citizens.  The  most  of  them 
were  bom  slaves,  and  the  act  of  manumission  by 
the  masters  could  not  constitute  them  citizens,  if 
the  master  can  make  a  citizen,  it  must  be  by  some 
other  process  than  his  sign  manual  on  paper.  By 
the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  14tQ  of  April, 
1803,  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion, the  Congress  itself  has  guarded  against  natu- 
ralizing any  but  white  population.  The  first  clause 
of  the  act  is  these  words:*  "That  any  alien,  be- 
<  ing  a  free  white  person,  may  be  admitted  to 
*  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of 


*  Laws  of  the  Uaitsd  States,  8d  Tolnme,  page  47S. 
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<  them,  on  the  foUowing  conditions,"  &c.  The 
Goverameot  of  Hayti  was  then  an  indepeadent 
Empire;  and  why  were  they  excluded  thia  priri- 
lege,  if  all  men  were  created  equal? 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  would  now  examine  the 
constitutions  of  those  States  which  had  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  since  the  adoption  of  ibe 
Federal  Constitution.  Tiie  most  of  which  hfid 
passed  ander  the  eye  of  Congress,  and  had  their 
solemn  sanction;  and  woulashow  how  assidu- 
ously they  bad  kept  up  the  distinction  between  the 
white  and  black  pojmlation,  and  how  carefully  the 
colored  people  were  excluded  from  all  share  in  the 
affairs  of  the  body  politic  in  the  State  gorem- 
ments. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
constitution  of  Kentucky,  are  these  words:  "In 

<  all  elections  for  Representatires,  every  free  male 

<  citizen,  (negroes,  mulattoes,  and  Indians,  ex- 

*  cepted,)  &c.,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector." 

In  the  first  section  of  the  seventh  article  of  that 
constitution  it  is  said:  "The  General  Assnnbly 
'  shall  hare  no  pown  to  pass  lam  for  the  eman- 
'  eipation  of  slaves  without  the  consent  of  their 

<  own^  or  without  paying  their  owners  a  foil 
'  equivalent  in  money  for  the  slaves  so  emanci- 

*  pated." 

In  the  first  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
constitution  of  Ohio,  it  is  said:  "In  all  elections, 
'  all  white  male  inhabitants,  'Sec,  shall  enjoy  the 
'  right  of  an  elector." 

Id  the  constitution  of  Louisiana,  it  is  said:  "No 
'  person  shall  be  a  Representative  who,  at  the  time 
-  of  his  election,  is  not  a  free  white  male  citizen 
'  of  the  United  States." 

This  constitution  was  submitted  to  Congress, 
and  was  examined  with  more  than  ordinary  vigi- 
lance. So  much  so,  that  the  State  could  not  gain 
admittance  into  the  Union  without  passing  a  very 
special  and  a  Ter^^  rigid  law;  in  which  Loubiana 
was  laid  uniet  mjaoctions  imposed  on  no  other 
State,  before  or  since.  Yet,  with  all  this  vigi- 
lance, she  is  suffered  to  exclude  from  the  risht  of 
representing  the  State,  all  colored  people.  Ifthere 
are  black  and  yellow  citizens,  how  could  Congress 
permit  that  coiutitation  to  exclude  from  so  valua- 
ble a  privily  men  who^  perhaps,  had  ail  the  re- 
quisites of  a  representative  except  that  of  colw? 
Who  can  estimate  the  difference  between  being 
denied  a  residence  in  a  State,  or  denied  the  valua- 
ble privily  of  being  a  representative,  or  even  the 
right  of  being  represented. 

fn  the  1st  section  of  the  3d  article  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  you  find  the  same 
in  substance.  The  words  are,  "Every  free  white 
male  person,  dtc.,  shall  be  deemed  a  qualified 
elector." 

In  the  1st  veetion  of  the  2d  dirision,  of  the  6th 
article  of  the  same  constitution,  are  the  words : 
"  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to 
pass  laws  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves  without 
the  consent  of  their  owners."  Mr.  S.  observed,  that 
he  read  this  last  part  of  that  constitution  because 
it  was  nearly  in  the  same  words  as  the  26th  section 
of  the  3d  article  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  to 
which  he  had  heard  great  objections  because  it 


December,  1820. 


prevented  the  desirable  work  of  emancipation. 
When  the  constitution  of  Mississippi  was  before 
the  Senate,  only  three  years  ago,  tnere  was  not  a 
dissenting  voice,  nor  a  murmur  in  the  community. 

In  the  constitution  of  Indiana,  which  passed  the 
scrutiny  of  the  Senate  only  four  years  ago,  in  the 
1st  section  of  the  1st  article,  it  is  said,  "  That  all 
*  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and 
'  have  certain  natural,  inherent,  and  inalienable 
'  rights;  among  which  are  the  enjoying  and  de- 
'  fending  life  and  liberty,  and  of  acquiring,  pos- 
'  sessing,  and  protecting  property,  and  pursuing 
'  and  obtaining  happiness  and  safety." 

How  very  incompatible  would  these  two  clauses 
of  that  constitution  appear,  if  it  were  not  for  that 
universal  assent  which  prevails  throughout  the 
Uoion,  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  not 
known  in  your  political  institutions.  This  is  a 
more  marked  distmction  than  any  of  the  preceding. 
They,  for  the  most  part,  say,  "  free  white  male/* 
&c.,  but  this  is  simply  a  distinction  between  white 
and  black,  with  the  utter  exclusion  of  the  colored 
man.  What  citizen  of  the  United  States  would 
prefer  this  degrading  distinction  to  exile?  The 
people  of  Indiana  had  been  eulogized  by  a  gentle- 
man of  the  Senate,  (Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,)  on 
this  very  question,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
and,  Mr.  S.  said  he  believed,  very  deservedly,  as  a 
wise  and  prudent  people.  These  people  could 
have  had  no  prejudices  from  habitual  slavery. 
They  had  been  nursed  in  the  lap  of  freedom.  When 
that  territory  was  ceded  by  Virginia  to  the  United 
Stat&i,  there  was  a  stipulation  to  exclude  slavery ; 
notwithstanding  which,  their  men  of  color  are  ex- 
cluded from  any  portion  of  political  rights.  As  a 
further  evidence  of  the  degraded  condition  of  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes,  in  Indiana,  below  that  of 
a  citizen,  he  would  beg  leave  to  read  a  law  of  that 
St^tCj  passed  about  two  years  aftn  it  was  elevated 
from  its  territorialgorernment.  Hereadasftdlows: 
"  No  negro,  mulatto,  or  Indian,  shall  be  a  witness, 
'  except  in  pleas  of  the  State  against  negroes, 
'  mulattoes,  or  Indians,  or  in  civil  eases  where  ne- 
Igroes,  mulattoes,  or  Indians,  alone,  shall  be  parties." 
They  have,  by  another  clause  of  the  same  law, 
graduated  the  mulatto.  It  says,  '*  Every  person 
'  otherthananegrOjOfwhcMegrandfathersorgrand- 

<  mothers  any  one  is,  or  shall  have  been  a  negro, 
'  although  all  his  other  progenitors,  except  that 
'  descending  from  a  n^o,  shall  have  been  white 
'  persons,  shall  be  deemed  a  mulatto,  and  so  every 

<  person  who  shall  have  one-fourth  part  or  more 
'  of  n«ro  blood,  shall  In  like  manner  be  deemed 
'  a  miHatto."  Can  any  possible  doubt  exist  that 
the  people  of  Indiana  consider  that  free  n^oes 
and  mulattoes  are  not  citizens  ? 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  now  leave  to  advert  to 
some  laws  of  Congres-s,  of  recent  dates,  wluch 
would  show,  as  strongly  as  can  be  shown,  that 
Congress  has  not  only  believed  them  to  be  degra- 
ded lelow  the  lev^  of  citizens,  but  have  actually 
placed  them  there,  by  their  laws.  Congress  re- 
quired all  territorial  laws  to  come  under  its  revi- 
sion, and  particularly  so  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  oefore  it  became  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
By  one  of  the  territorial  laws  of  Orleans,  of  the  7th 
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of  Jane,  1806,  it  is  enacted,  (1)  "  That  free  people  ; 

*  of  color  ought  never  to  insult  or  strike  white  peo- 
'  pie,  nor  presume  to  conceive  themselves  equal  to 

*  the  white ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  ought 

*  to  yield  to  them  on  eTery  occasion,  and  never 
'  apeak  or  answer  to  them  but  irith  ze8|>ect,  nnder 
'  the  penalty  of  imiH-istmrnent,  according  to  the 
'  nature  of  the  offence.^'  This  is  a  law  which  passed 
under  the  immediate  inspection  of  Congress. 

He  would  now  turn  to  the  act  of  ingress,  of ' 
last  session,  which  passed  on  the  15th  of  May, 
1820,  and  not  long  after  the  heated  debate  upon 
the  bill  for  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
when  the  minds  of  all  the  members  were  fiUed 
with  this  subject,  for  incorporating  the  inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  Washington,  &c.,  by  which  they 
were  continued  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate. 
In  this  act  is  to  be  found  these  words  :(2)  "Any 
person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Mayor  who 
is  a  free  while  male  citizen  of  the  United  States." 
In  another  part  of  the  same  act  it  says,  "  That  no 

*  person  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Board  of 
'  Aldermen,  or  Board  of  Common  Council,  unless 

*  be  shall  be  more  than  twenty-4ve  jears  of  age,  a 
'  free  white  male  eitizen  of  Uie  United  States,  &c. 
In  another  part  of  that  act,  in  enumerating  the 
poweiB  of  the  corporation,  it  is  said  it  shall  nave 
full  power  and  autborit^r  "  to  prescribe  the  terms 
and  conditiims  upon  which  free  negroes  and  ron- 
lattoes  may  reside  in  the  city." 

Mr.  SwTB  observed,  that,  when  this  law  was 
before  the  Senate,  it  was  thoroughly  Investigated 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  the  East,  (Mr. 
Bl'rrill.)  Seeing  it  in  such  hands,  he  paid  but 
little  attention  to  it  himself;  but  he  found,  upon 
examining  it,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were  not 
only  excluded  from  all  share  in  the  offices,  but 
were  placed  under  the  inspection  of  the  corporation, 
to  prescribe  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which 
thCT  may  reside  in  the  city.  Giving  power  to  pre- 
senbe  the  terms,  is,  in  efliect,  giving  power  to 
expel.  This  is  an  unanswerable  prooT  of  the  de- 
graded condition  in  which  Congress  consider  free 
n^roes  and  mulattoes  ought  to  be  placed.  With 
this  strong  and  peculiar  example  before  their  eyes, 
well  might  the  people  of  Missouri  conedve  tney 
had  a  right  to  provide  against  this  evil.  The  ex- 
unple  is  peculiar,  because  Congress  have  sat  here 
for  the  last  twenty  years ;  dunng  which  time,  he 
had  widerstood,  a  swarm  of  mulattoes  had  been 
reared  in  the  city  ;  many  of  whom,  no  doubt,  had  as 
illustrioos  fathers  as  any  in  the  nation.  These 
mulattoes  have  been  under  the  parental  care  of 
Congres.^  until  some  of  them  havenearlyarrived  to 
the  years  of  maturity ;  and,  if  their  education  has 
been  equal  to  their  parentage,  might,  tn  a  few 
years,fill tberaayoraltywithgreatdignity.  Instead 
of  waich,  they  are  now  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  a  petty  corporation.  All  their  hopes  are  blasted, 
and  them^ves  drove  to  seek  their  fortuDes  in  the 
wilds  of  lifissouri,  on  account  of  their  color.  And 
shall  a  ranlatto  to  whom  Congress  will  deny  a 
residence  in  the  City  of  Washington,  unless  he  is 


(1)  Territorial  Lsws  of  Orteaiu,  vol.  I,  p.  188  190. 
(S)  Acts  1st  Marion  16th  CoDgreai,  page  14. 
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I  specially  licensed  by  the  corporation,  be  considered, 
by  tbat  same  Congress,  if  he  will  only  emigrate 
to  the  State  of  Missouri,  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  the  United  States? 

He  supposed  gentlemen  who  contended  fix  the 
rights  of  these  aaole  brethren  in  Missouri,  and  who 
had  denied  them  a  residence  at  Washington,  could 
have  no  objection  to  see  one  of  them  returned  as  a 
:  member  of  this  honorable  body.  And  if  they  are 
entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  several  States,  wheresoever  they  would 
go,  it  would  be  infringing  much  upon  the  republi- 
can principle  to  refuse  them  this  honor.  Had 
Christophe,  the  famous  chief  of  Hayti,  came  to 
some  sections  of  our  country,  before  he  blew  his 
own  brains  outj  if  he  could  have  obtained  the  nat- 
uralization which  our  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
have  done,  by  a  residence  merely,  he  might,  under 
tbe  spirit  of  these  times,  soon  have  found  his  way 
here.  He  had  seen  in  this  morning's  paper  some 
high  encomiums  on  his  rival  and  successor  Boyer, 
his  present  M^j^ty  of  Hayti,  by  a  correspondent 
of  his,  in  the  State  of  Gonnecticnt,  vrho  seems  to 
invite  an  alliance  with  his  Excellency.  This  cor- 
respondent thinks  it  would  be  very  nseful  to  this 
cotintrv. 

In  tne  very  taw  which  ^ptborized  Missouri  to 
elect  tbe  convention  which  formed  the  constitu- 
tion now  before  you,  is  tbe  followingprovision,  (1) 
"that  all  free  white  male  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States,  &c.,  shall  be  qualified  to  be  elected,  and 
'  thev  are  hereby  qualified  and  authorized  to  vote 
*  and  choose  representatives  to  form  a  convention." 
We  find  nothing  in  that  law  for  the  tree  negroes 
and  mulattoes.  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  not  been  aUe 
to  obtain  the  statute  laws  of  Ohio  and  lilioois,  but 
was  informed  that  both  those  States  had  laws  im- 
posing penalties  upon,  and  degrading  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes.  So  far  he  had  connned  bis  ooser- 
vations  and  references  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  constitutions  and  laws  of  such  of 
the  separate  States  as  had  beoi  formed,  under  the 
authority,  and  since  the  adoption,  of  the  Fedoal 
Constitution.  He  had  done  so  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  tbe  uniformity  of  sentiment  and  of  action, 
which  had  so  invariably  prevailed,  on  every  polit- 
ical occasion,  to  give  a  decisive  character  to  the 
d^raded  condition  of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes. 
He  had,  as  yet,  offered  no  evidence  derived  from 
the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the  original  States. 
He  would  now  do  so,  and  see  how  far  they  main- 
tained the  aiguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  (Mr.  Burrili.)  that  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri is  repugnant  to  tbe  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  wants  the  republican  form,  which 
it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  guaranty ;  becd^ise  it 
provides  for  prohibiting  free  negroes  and  mtilattoes 
from  going  to,  and  settling  in  that  State.  We 
were  taught  to  believe  that  no  State  in  the  Union, 
besides  Missouri,  had  had  the  boldness  to  restrain 
the  ingress  or  ^ress  of  any  citizen;  or  that  any 
distinction  had  been  made  between  the  white  citi- 


(1)  Laws  1st  session  16th  Congress,  page  U. 
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zaisand  the  yellow  and  black  citizens.  He  would 
endeavor  to  show  the  gentleman's  arguments  were 
incorrect.  In  this  exeraination  he  would  pass  hy 
all  those  States  which  held  slaves.  It  was  known, 
and  would  be  admitted,  that  each  of  them  had, 
either  in  their  laws  or  constitution,  deprived  free 
nx^toa  and  mtilattoes  of  all  the  political  ri^ts  of 
citizens ;  aoch  as  denying  them  the  right  to  Tote 
at  elections;  or  depriving  them  of  the  liberty  to 
^▼e  evidence  againit  a  white  person ;  forbidding 
them  to  bear  arms ;  and  several  of  these  States 
have  compelled  them  to  depart,  and  forbidden  them 
to  return.  For  this  we  have  been  often  reproached. 
To  proceed  with  the  coarse  he  had  laid  oat  to  him- 
self, he  would  begin  with  New  Hampshire. 

New  Hampshire  had  said  in  her  constitution 
"  that  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independ- 
'  ent.  Have  certain  natural,  essential,  and  inher- 
'  ent  rights— ^mong  which  are  the  enjoying  and 

*  defending  life  and  liberty,"  dbe. 

In  the  year  1808  she  passed  a  law  to  regulate 
her  militia,  in  which  it  is,  amongst  other  things, 
enacted  "  that  each  and  every  free  able-bodied 

*  white  male  citizen  of  this  State,  resident  therein, 

*  who  is,  or  shall  be  of  the  age  of  sixte^  years, 
'  and  under  the  age  of  forty.  &c..  shall  be  enrolled." 

If  the  white  man  and  the  Uack  man  are  bom 
equally  free  and  ind^ndent,  and  have  the  same 
nataral  rights,  &c.j  among  which  are  the  enjoying 
and  defenaing  his  life  and  liberty,  how  is  the  colored 
man  to  defend  his  life  if  he  is  prevented  from  the 
means  given  to  the  white  man  ?  This  absurdity 
is  so  palpable  that  no  man  will  attempt  to  recon- 
cile it.  No  other  conclusion  can  result,  but  that 
New  Hampshire  too,  has  yielded  her  assent,  that 
free  negroes  and  mutattoes  are  not  citizens;  but 
that  these  governments  are  constituted  of  white 
citizens  only.  A  man  deprived  of  his  arms,  or 
deprived  of  the  means  of  using  them  as  his  fellow- 
citizens  do,  is  deprived  at  least  of  half  his  defence. 
RepnUiean  New  Hami»hire  would  never  do  that. 

He  would  next  examine  the  laws  and  constitu- 
tion of  Vermont.  Although  this  was  one  of  the 
new  States,  on  account  of  lier  local  situation  and 
]>ditical  habits,  he  had  classed  her  with  the  States 
in  her  neighborhood. 

Vermont,  also,  had  said,  in  the  first  article  of 
her  constitution,  "  that  all  men  are  bom  equally 
'  free  and  independent,  and  have  certain  natural, 
'  inherent,  and  inalienable  rights,  amongst  which 

*  are  the  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty, 

*  acquiring,  piossessing,  and  protecting  property, 

*  and  pursuing  and  obtaining  happiness  and  safety." 

She  passed  a  law  on  the  10th  of  March,  1797, 
to  regulate  the  militia.  In  which  it  is  also  enacted, 
(1)  "that  every  free  able-bodied  white  male  citi- 
'  zen  above  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  under  forty- 
'  five,  &c.,  shall  be  enrolled,"  &c. 

T|^e  ddending  life  and  protecting  property,  by 
the  appointment  of  Heav«i,  must  depend  upon 
otir  physical  powers.  And  will  the  Stale  of  Ver- 
mont, which  knows  so  well  the  ben^t  of  arms, 
strip,  oy  law,  a  portion  of  her  citizens  of  this  essen- 
tial means  of  defending  life  and  protecting  prop- 

(1)  See  Laws  of  Vennont,  3  vol.,  page  193. 
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erty?  This,  like  the  case  of  New  Hammhire, 
proves  that  they  have  free  negroes  and  mmattoes 
m  Vermont,  but  hare  no  black  or  ydlow  fellow- 
citizens  there. 

Vermont,  as  far  as  the  decision  of  one  State 
could  go,  had  decided  the  political  right  which 
each  State  possesses,  of  Ncpelling,  by  law,  the  citi- 
zens of  any  other  State,  if  any  shoDld  he  radt 
enough  to  attempt  to  go  there  to  reside.  The  19th 
article  of  her  constitution,  which  was  ratified  on 
the  9th  of  July,  1793,  is  in  the  following  words: 
"  That  all  people  have  a  natural  and  inherent 
'  right  to  emigrate  from  one  State  to  anoth^  that 
'  will  receive  them." 

In  pursuance  of  this  authority,  in  their  own  con- 
stitution, Vermont,  on  the  6tn  November,  1801, 
passed  a  law  it/ exclude,  not  only  free  n^roes  and 
mulattoes,  but  the  citizens  of  every  description, 
male  and  female,  of  the  other  States.  It  says,  (1) 
"  The  selectmen  shall  have  power  to  remove  from 
'  the  State  any  persons  who  come  there  to  reside. 
'  And  any  person  removed,  and  returning  without 
'  permission  of  the  selectmen,  shall  be  whipped 

*  not  exceeding  ten  stripes." 

He  could  not  coneeiTe  how  Vermont  eoold  pos- 
sibly say,  that  the  constitutioD  of  Missouri  was  re- 
pugiiant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
t>e^u!«  it  fcM-bids  a  residence  to  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  when  its  own  laws  and  constimtion 
forbid  a  residence  to  the  most  respectable  citizens 
of  all  the  other  States.  Unless  they  considered 
the  whipping  to  be  a  saving  clause,  which  might 
distinguish  it  from  the  Missouri  case.  However 
desiraole  a  country  Vermont  may  be,  Mr.  S.  said, 
he  believed  there  would  be  but  few,  either  black 
or  while,  who  would  become  citizens,  until  there 
should  be  some  other  mode  of  naturalizing  than  at 
the  whipping  post. 

Mr.  S.  said,  the  more  be  examined  the  subject 
the  better  he  was  satisfied  that  the  great  and  re- 
spectable Stafe  of  Pmnsylvania,  however  mi^ 
taken  he  might  think  her  policy,  for  indiscriminate 
emancipation,  had  had  more  benevolent  views 
than  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  They  had 
examined  it  more  than  any  other,  and  knew  the 
rights  of  free  neeroes  and  mulattoes  better,  and  de- 
fended them  witli  more  zeal.  For  the  purpose  of 
shoviring  what  was  the  opinion  entertained  in  her 
Legislature,  at  its  last  session,  of  the  right  of  States 
to  prohibit  the  migration  of  free  o^roes  and  mu- 
lattoes, he  would  read  from  the  journals  of  that 
body,  which  he  then  held,  a  resolution,  offered  by 
two  of  its  welt-informed  and  respectable  members. 

(2)  "  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kerlin  aiid 

*  Mr.  G.  Robinson,  find  read  as  follows,  viz: 

"  Besotted,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
'  ciary  system  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
'  pediency  of  prohibiting  the  migration  or  impor- 
'  tation  of  free  n^roes  and  mulattoes  into  this 

*  Commonmalth." 

This  motution  was  not  acted  on,  bat  it  shows 
the  opinion  of  Pennsylvania,  itself,  upon  the  right 
which  Missonri  claims.   And  this  rnolution,  it  is 


(1)  Ltws  of  Vermont,  1  vol.,  page  400. 
(3)  See  Joomal,  page  841. 
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observed,  was  presented  on  or  about  the  20th  of 
January,  1820,  at  the  very  moment  that  Legisla- 
tore  passed  an  uQanimous  resolution  for  instruct- 
ing; tneir  Senators,  in  Congress,  to  oppose  the  ad- 
misrion  of  Missouri  into  £e  Union,  unless  under 
the  lestrietion  of  prohibitiujS  slavery,  when  their 
nuuds  w«e  alire  to  the  subject. 

He  said  he  would  now  examine  the  laws  of 
Rhode  Idand,  for  she  had  no  constitution,  upon 
tfaesulyect  of  negroes  and  mulattoesgen^ally.  By 
one  of  their  statute  laws  it  is  said,  (1^  "  The  town 

*  cooocil  shalL  if  any  free  negro  or  mulatto  shall 

*  keep  a  disorderly  house,  or  entertain  any  pawn 
'  or  persons  at  unseasonable  hours,  breafc  up  his 

*  house  and  bind  him  out  to  service  for  two  years." 

If  all  were  citizens,  why  not  bind  out  a  white 
brother  citizen  as  well  as  a  black  or  yellow  one? 
The  nature  of  the  ofience  was  certainly  the  same, 
and,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  ought  to  be  pun- 
tshen  in  the  same  way.  By  another  abuse  ot  the 
same  statute^  it  is  enacted, 

(2)  "  That  no  white  person,  Indian,  or  mulatto, 
'  or  negn^  keying  house  in  any  town,  shall  enter- 

*  tain  any  Indian,  mulatto,  or  n^o  servant  or 
'  slave;  if  he  does,  to  be  punished  oy  fine,"  &c. 

Another  clause  of  the samestatute  says,  in  treat- 
ing of  Indian,  negro,  and  mulatto,  servants  or 
slaves: 

(3)  "  That  none  should  be  absent  at  night,  after 

*  nine  o'clock.  If  found  out,  to  be  taken  up  and 
<  committed  to  jail  till  morning,  and  then  appear 

*  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  is  ordered  and 

*  directed  to  cause  such  servant  or  slave  to  be  pub- 
'  liely  whipped,  by  the  constable,  ten  stripes.'^ 

In  the  same  statute  book  is  a  law  of  a  more  rigid 
character.   It  is  in  these  words: 

(4)  "  That  whosoever  is  suspected  of  trading 

*  with  a  servant  or  slave,  and  shall  refuse  to  purge 

*  himself  by  oath,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty,  and 

*  sentence  shall  be  given  against  him." 

Our  Northern  friends  had  taken  great  liberti^ 
with  the  Southern  people  concerning  the  rigid 
manner  of  treating  their  slaves.  But  this  is  a  re- 
finement apon  any  thing  of  that  sort  to  be  found 
in  the  statute  boob  of  the  Southern  States.  You 
ean  find  no  law  for  selling  or  binding  out  a  free 
negro  or  mulatto,  for  entertaining  hu  friends  at 
what  the  town  council  might  think  an  unseason- 
able hour.  But  to  judge  a  man  guilty  and  sen- 
tence him,  if  yoa  suspect  him,  unless  he  will  purge 
himsdf  upon  oath,  is  a  stretch  of  political  power, 
not  known  in  any  of  the  United  States  but  Rhode 
Island.  It  was  a  species  of  despotism.  This,  how- 
ever, must  be  added  to  the  catalogue  of  evidence, 
which  irresistibly  shows  that  iUiode  Island,  as 
well  as  the  other  States,  never  intended  to  put  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  upon  the  footing  of  citizens. 
Otherwute  the  laws  would  not  sell  the  man  of 
color  for  what  the  white  man  may  commit  with- 
oot  notice.  Mr.  S.  said,  this  discussion  would  be 
osefol  in  one  respect,  if  injurious  in  another.  We 

(1)  Laws  of  Hhods  Island,  pages  All,  61S. 
(3)  Lswi  of  Rhode  Island,  psgs  614. 
(3)  Laws  or  RhoJe  lilaad,  page  614. 
(4j  Uws  of  Rhode  Island,  page  61S. 
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should  understand  the  laws  and  constitutions  of 
our  Deighborio^  States.  Until  this  question  was 
agitated  he  had  been  led  to  believe  that  slaves, 
as  well  as  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  in  the  North- 
ern States,  were  as  unrestrained  as  their  masters. 
He  now  had  the  consolation  to  know  that  the 
laws  of  South  Carolina,  at  least,  were  more  mild 
on  this  subject  than  the  laws  of  Rhode  Island. 
Gentlemen  might  say  these  laws  were  repealed  for 
aught  he  knew;  if  they  were  be  knew  Bothing 
about  it.  He  had  not  yet  beard  they  were  repeal 
ed;  he  had  found  their  statute  books,  which  con- 
tain these  laws,  in  the  law  library  attached  to  the 
Senate  Chamber.  He  supposed  some  of  them  may 
be  growing  obsolete  since  they  sold  the  greater 
mxt  of  tbeir  slaves  to  the  people  of  the  Soadiern 
States. 

He  would  now  examine  the  evidence  the  re- 
spectable State  of  Massachusetts  would  afford  us 
in  illustrating  this  subject;  and  would  first  advert 
to  her  constitution.  In  the  first  section  of  the  first 
article  are  to  be  found  the  following  words: 

"All  men  are  bora  free  and  e^ua^  and  have  cer- 
'  tain  natural,  essential,  and  inalienable  rights ; 

*  among  which  may  be  reekooed  the  right  of  en- 
'  joying  and  defending  their  lives  and  liberties; 

*  that  of  acquiring,  possessing,  and  protecting  prop- 
'  erty ;  in  fine,  that  of  seeking  their  safety  and 
'  happiness." 

This  declaration  of  rights  comprehends  all  that 
a  citizen  could  ask  for,  but  no  more  than  he  is 
entitled  to.  And  it  gives  to  every  citizen  the  same 
rights.  Who  will  deny  the  right  of  every  man, 
according  to  this  constitution,  to  remain  within 
the  State,  if  he  is  a  citizen,  as  long  as  he  pleases? 
Who  will  say  that  marri^e,  to  whomsoever  the 
citizen  shall  think  proper,  iT  each  party  is  agreed, 
is  not  a  right  of  the  highest  importance  7  To  grant 
this  right  to  one  citizen,  and  take  it  from  another, 
would  be  giving  to  one  and  taking  from  the  other 
the  means  of  hia  happiness,  which  the  constitution 
secures  to  him  so  emphatically.  By  a  law  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, passed  the  6tii  ol'  Muxh,  1788,  and 
which  appears  to  have  been  revised  in  1798,  and 
again  in  1802,  it  is  expressly  enacted — 

"That  no  person,  being  an  AArican  or  negro, 

*  other  than  a  subject  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocc<K 
'  or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  be  evidenced 
'  by  a  certificate,  &c.,  shall  tarry  within  this  Com- 
'  moowealth  for  a  longer  time  than  two  months ; 
'  if  he  does,  the  justices  have  power  to  order  such 
'  person  to  depart,  dtc;  and  if  such  person  shall 
'  not  depart  within  ten  days,  &c.,  such  person  shall 
'  be  committed  to  the  prison  or  house  of  correction. 
'  And  for  this  offence,  &c.,  he  shall  be  whipped, 
'  &c.,  and  ordered  again  to  depart  in  ten  days  j 
'  and  if  be  does  not,  the  same  process  and  punish- 
'  ment  to  be  inflicted,  and  so  totie*  quotiti" 

This  totia  moties.  we  all  understand  to  mean 
that  he  ^all  be  whipped  as  often  as  he  returns. 
Many,  or  at  least  some  of  the  States,  have  passed 
laws  to  regulate  the  solemnization  of  marriage, 
which  they  have  a  right  to  do.  Massachusetts, 
on  the  I5th  of  June,  1796,  passed  a  law  for  the 
orderly  solemnization  of  marriages,  Ac.,  from 
which  the  following  is  an  extract: 
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(l)"Tfaat  no  person  by  this  act  authorized  to 

*  marry,  shall  jom  in  marriEige  any  white  person 

*  with  any  negro,  Indian,  or  mulatto,  on  penalty  of 

*  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  two-third  parts  thereof 

*  to  the  use  of  the  county  wherein  such  offence 

*  shall  be  committed,  and  the  residue  to  the  prose- 

*  cutor,  to  be  recovered  hj  the  trea&urer  of  the 

*  county^  &c.,  and  the  said  marriage  shall  be  null 

*  and  void,"  Ac. 

Massachusettb  anancipated  her  slaves,  what  she 
had  not  sold  off,  at  a  pretty  early  period  after  the 
Rerolutiooary  war.  Those  alluded  to  must  be 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes.  Massachusetts  we  all 
know  to  be  a  Republican  State,  and  to  have  a 
RepuUican  form  of  government.  She  bad  been 
called  die  cradle  in  which  the  Revolution  had 
been  rocked.  Her  early  achievements  in  that  Re- 
volution had  been  conspicuous.  The  battles  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  Concord  would  be  spoken  of  by 
posterity  with  delight.  She  had  been  famed  for 
her  men  of  eloquence,  and  he  had  the  pleasure  to 
say,  without  flattery  or  irony,  that  he  bdieved 
jostly.  She  had  the  most  numerous  legidative 
Dody  of  anjr  State  in  the  Union — ha  number  of 
representatives  was  about  six  hnodred.  Amidst 
saeh  a  multitude  of  council,  is  it  possible  for  one 
membtt  to  believe,  for  a  moment,  that  sneh  a  law 
«oald  have  passed,  to  prohibit  a  citizen  to  marry 
whomsoever  he  could  gain  the  affections  ofl  Or 
is  diere  a  man  in  Massachusetts  who  will  say  that 
marriage  is  not  an  essential  happiness?  If  it  is 
not  secured  to  evCTy  citizen,  where  is  their  decla- 
ration of  rights?  We  must  look  for  the  reason  of 
this  law,  as  in  all  the  other  States,  in  the  univer- 
sal assent  to  the  d^raded  condition  of  that  class 
of  people,  and  from  which  none  of  the  States 
would,  perhaps,  ever  think  it  expedient  to  raise 
them.  From  tne  ranting  of  some  enthusiasts,  and 
the  jeerings  of  some  politicians,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had 
been  led  to  believe  there  were  no  mulattoes  in  the 
New  England  States.  But  looking  into  their 
statute  books,  he  found  they  were  nnmmus;  so 
much  so,  as  to  become  the  subjects  of  legislative 
control,  and  that  a  long  time  ago.  It  appears 
they  were  breeding  them  as  far  back  as  17^,  and 
he  did  not  know  now  much  earlier,  but  be  sup- 
posed as  jlong[  ago  as  when  ihey  benn  to  ii^port 
the  Africans  mto  Portnnoath,  in  the  state  of  new 
Hampshire. 

As  the  laws  and  constitution  of  Connecticut 
would  give  some  aid  in  illustrating  this  question, 
he  woiud  refer  to  them. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  first  article  of  that  con- 
stitntlon  are  the  following  words: 

"That  all  men,  when  they  form  a  social  com- 

*  pact,  are  equal  ia  rights." 

In  the  second  section  of  the  sixth  article  of  that 
constitution  it  is  said:  "Bvery  white  male  citizen 

*  of  the  United  Slates,  &c,,  shall  he  an  elector." 

This  constitution  was  formed  on  the  15th  of 
September,  1818.  The  ^d  people  of  that  State 
caDed  the  convention  which  formed  that  constitu- 
tion, for  the  express  purpose  of  making  it  Republi- 
can.  Nor  will  any  one  doubt  but  that  the  citizeits 


(1)  Laws  of  MMHuJmsatlfl,  vol  1,  pp.  SSft-t. 


of  Connecticut  and  their  constitution  are  Repub- 
lican. But  how  can  the  constitution  be  Republi- 
can, if  their  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  citizens, 
and  not  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  States?  All  men 
cannot  be  equal  in  rights,  and  be  deprived  of  all 
these  rights,  or  any  of  them,  and  sull  be  called 
equal,  without  a  gross  violation  of  the  righta  it 
declares  to  be  sacred.  Sneh  absurdities  cannot  be 
ascribed  to  the  wise  men  of  Connecticut,  who  so 
recently  formed  this  constitution.  And  tney  must 
be  ascribed  to  them,  if  the  free  negroes  and  mnlat- 
toes  are  citizens,  and  deprived  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise. We  have  been  taught  to  consider  it  the 
highest  privilege  of  a  freeman.  Some  extracts 
from  the  laws  of  that  (»utious  and  prudent  people 
will  throw  much  light  on  the  qnestion  of  State 
sovHvignty,  and  the  powers  of  a  State  to  prohibit 
the  ingress  of  persons  from  other  States.  By  a  law 
of  the  State,  published  in  1792,  and  which  was 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  they  have  carried  their  powers  much 
further  than  those  assumed  by  Missouri  for  exclud- 
ing the  free  negroes  and  mulattoes.  He  would 
read  the  extract^  which  he  had  taken  from  tlwir 
statute  books.   The  first  was  in  these  words : 

(1)  "That  when  an  inhabitant  of  any  of  the 
'  United  States  (this  State  excqrted)  shall  come 

*  to  reside  in  any  town  in  this  State,  the  civil  au- 
'  thority,  or  major  part  of  them  are  authorized, 
'  upon  the  application  of  the  selectmen,  if  they 
'  judge  projier,  by  warrant  under  their  hands,  di- 
'  reeled  to  either  of  the  constables  of  said  town,  to 
'  order  said  persons  to  be  conveyed  to  the  State 
'  from  whence  he  or  she  came,"  a.c. 

Another  part  of  the  same  law,  in  further  execu- 
tion of  the  foregoing  principle,  says: 

(2)  "The  selectmen  of  the  town  are  author- 
'  ized  to  warn  any  person,  not  an  inhabitaat  of 
'  this  State,  to  d«>art  such  town,  and  the  person  so 
'  warned,  if  he  does  not  depart,  shall  fmeit  and 
'  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  such  town  one  dc^ar  and 
'  sixty-seven  cents  per  week.  If  such  person  re- 
'  fuses  to  depart,  or  pay  his  fine,  such  person  shall 

*  be  whipped  on  the  nalced  body,  not  exceeding  ten 
'  stripes,  unless  sneh  person  departs  in  ten  days." 

"If  any  such  person  returns,  after  warning,  he 
'  is  to  be  whipped  again,  and  s^t  away  again,  and 
<  as  oAen  as  there  is  occasion." 

No  ar^ment  can  be  drawn  from  the  facts  that 
Missouri  makes  Constitutional  provisions  to  de- 
prive a  citizen  of  his  right  of  residence,  and  that 
of  Connecticut  is  only  by  law.  There  is  no  man 
of  sense  and  honesty,  too,  who  will  venture  to  say 
a  State  may  prohibit  by  a  law  those  whom  the 
Constitution  protects.  It  would  be  nugatory  to 
protect  a  right  by  the  Constitution,  if  you  can  de- 
stroy it  by  law.  The  constitution  of  a  State  is 
paramount  to  all  other  of  its  laws.  Then,  if  Con- 
neetient  can  prohibit  the  citizens  of  other  States 
from  remaining  or  residing  in  that  State,  by  a  law, 
they  will  certainly  permit  Missonri  to  aclade 
free  n^roes  and  mulattoes  by  their  constitution. 


( 1 )  Laws  of  ConnMtkut,  page  S40. 
(S)  Laws  of  Connee^^  page  341, 
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Nor  coald  he  be  easily  brought  to  believe  that  a 
citizen  of  Connecticut  would  not  rather  be  entire- 
ly forbidden  to  reside  in  an^  State  to  which  he 
might  remove,  than  to  be  whipped  out  of  it  after 
hehad  got  there.  Is  it  not  aceurd,  to  a  demon- 
stration, for  the  people  of  a  State  to  say  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  is  not  republican,  because  it 
provides  for  excluding  free  n^roes  and  raulattoes 
from  a  residence,  when  their  own  laws,  recently 
enactnl.  exclude  all  the  citizens  of  all  tne  rest  of 
the  Cmon?  Sooth  Carolina,  some  years  ago, 
nused  a  law  to  prohilnt  alares  firom  the  Northern 
Statesj  when  they  were  selling  th«n  to  the  Soath- 
ern  people,  from  coming  into  that  State ;  but  there 
was  an  exception  in  faror  of  the  servants  of  public 
functionaries  and  members  of  Congress.  The 
laws  of  Connecticut  do  not  exempt  the  members 
of  Congress  themselves,  much  less  their  servants. 
A  memoer  of  Congress,  going  from  the  Southern 
States  to  Connecticut,  would  not  conceive  him- 
self very  highly  honored  if  put  under  an  escort 
town  constables ;  nor  could  he  well  suppose  the 
honor  enhanced  by  being  whipped  on  the  naked 
body  if  be  should  happen  to  return  that  way. 

Another  law  of  that  State,  published  in  1796, 
concerning  free  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  negro, 
mulatto,  and  Indian  servants,  is  worth  notice.  One 
etanae  says : 

"  Whatsoever  n^^,  mulatto,  or  Indian  servant, 

*  shidl  be  found  wandering  out  of  the  bounds  of 
'  the  town  or  place  to  whicn  they  belong,  without 

*  a  ticket,  or  pass,  in  writing,  to  be  taken  up,"  &c. 

aaother  clause  there  is  a  distinct  and  de- 
grading restraint  laid  upon  free  negroes.   It  says : 

"No  free  negro  is  to  travel  without  a  pas9  from 
'  the  selectmen  or  justices." 

So  careful  have  they  been  to  restrain  this  de- 
graded class  of  people,  in  the  same  law  it  is  pro- 
rided: 

"  That  evenr  free  person  shall  be  punished  by 
'  fine,  &e.,  for  buying  or  receiving  any  thing  from 
'  a  free  negro,  mulatto,  or  Indian  servant,"  &c. 

If  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  citizens,  why 
this  distinct  restraint  on  their  right  of  locomotion 
more  than  on  a  white  citizen?  If  citizens,  why 
restrained  from  travelliag  without  a  pass  1  Who 
is  authorized  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  ptescribe  the  tenns  to  a  particular  class 
ot  ettizms,  by  what  means  thev  shall  be  sufiered 
to  passi  And  who  shall  interuict  the  rest  of  the 
community  from  bayii^  or  receiving  from  a  parti- 
cular portiou  of  citieena,  if  they  are  citizens  7 

The  great  and  respectable  State  of  New  York 
would  afford  as  some  light  also  Upon  this  subject. 
In  the  42d  article  of  the  constitution  of  that  State 
we  find  the  following  words : 

"  And  this  convention  doth  further,  in  the  name 

*  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thip 
'  State,  ordain,  determine,  and  declare,  that  it  shall 

*  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Legislature  to  qatural- 
^  ize  all  such  persons,  and  in  such  manner,  as  they 

*  shall  think  proper." 

This  remams  a  prominent  part  uf  the  constitu- 
tion of  New  York.  She  has  reserred  to  hnself, 
or  to  her  Legidatnre,  the  sole  right  to  naturalize 
aU  such  pmous  as  tikeyahaU  think  proper.  They, 
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perhaps,  may  have  the  power  to  do  so ;  but  they 
ought  to  be  candid  enough,  at  least,  to  allow  Mis- 
souri to  naturalize  such  persons,  and  iu  such  man- 
ner as  they  may  think  proper,  also.  Her  powers 
are  co-ordinate.  But,  so  far  is  the  L^slature  of 
New  York  from  this,  that  whilst  she  retains  the 
power  herself,  she  not  only  denies  it  to  the  State 
of  Missouri,  but  has  sent  her  resolutions  of  in- 
structions to  her  Senators,  which  now  lie  on  your 
table,  to  endeavor,  by  alf  means,  to  disfranchise  her 
for  ftttempting  to  exercise  this  rixht  upon  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  only.  With  what  grace  she 
can  do  so,  let  the  world  indee.  Her  citizens^  too, 
are  declaring  in  their  bulletins  that,  for  this  do- 
feet  in  the  Missouri  constitution,  she  ooght  to  be 
rejected,  and  if  admitted  it  will,  of  itself,  be  a  com- 
plete dissolution  of  the  union  of  the  States. 

By  a  law  of  New  York,  passed  the  8th  of  April, 
1601,  they  have  shown,  m  the  most  emphatic 
words,  the  power  which  each  State  retains,  of  ex- 
cluding from  their  limits  all  and  every  person  who 
shall  come  therein.  Nor  are  their  means  for  im- 
posing this  power  the  least  energetic.  This  power 
they  have  not  limited  to  exclusion  of  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  only,  as  Missouri  has  done,  but  they, 
have  extended  it  to  every  class  of  citizens,  of  ev^ 
rv  age,  sex,  and  denomination.  He  would  read 
the  sereral  clauses.   The  first  is  iu  these  words: 

(1)  "If  a  stranger  is  entertained  in  the  dwel- 
'  ling-house  or  out-house  of  any  citizra  for  fifteen 

<  days,  without  giving  notice  to  the  overseers  of 

<  the  poor,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  of  fire  dollars." 

This  clause  goes  to  punish  any  hospitable  man 
who  shall  have  the  rashness  to  entertain  a  stranger. 
Whatever  may  be  the  custom  of  the  people  of  that 
State,  the  laws  deny  to  a  stranger  even  the  rights 
of  hospitality.  The  next  clause  comes  a  little  closer 
to  the  stranger.  He  would  read  it.  It  is  in  these 
words : 

(2)  "Ifsuch  person  continues  above  forty  days, 
'  the  justices  can  call  on  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
'  town  or  city,  and  the  person  may  be  sent  to  jail, 
*  &c.  And  the  justices  may  cause  such  stranger 
'  to  be  convejred  from  constable  to  constable,  until 
'  transported  into  wiy  other  State,  if  from  thence 
'  he  came." 

This  stranger  may  be  a  man  of  the  purest  mor- 
ality, the  most  accomplished  manners,  extensive 
fortune,  or  most  finished  education ;  or  he  tnay  be 
an  object  for  the  exercise  of  charity ;  it  is  imma- 
terial which — he  is  put  into  the  hands  of  a  consta- 
ble, who  hands  him  to  his  brother  constable,  and  so 
he  goes  on,  until  they  hand  him  out  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  This  is  the  first  l^  entertain- 
ment which  a  gentleman  or  lady,  for  they  are  to 
be  entertained  pretty  much  alike,  arc  subjected  to 
when  they  visit  the  State  of  New  York,  if  they 
remain  forty  days.  There  was  another  clause,  if 
they  made  a  second  visit,  which  entertains  them 
in  a  different  style.   It  is  in  the  following  words : 

(3)  "  If  such  person  returns,  the  iusticw,  if  they 
'  think  proper,  may  direct  him  to  be  whipped  by 

(1)  Laws  of  New  Yotk,  voL  1,  p.  C68. 
h)  Laws  of  New  Tork,  voL  1,  p.  668. 
(8>  Laws  of  New  Tork,  toI:  1,  pp.  M8, 669. 
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'  every  constaUe  into  whose  hands  he  shall  come; 

*  to  he  uriiipped,  if  a  man  not  exceeding  thirtjr-nine 
'  lashes,  and  if  a  woman  not  exceeding  twenty-five 

*  lashes.  And  so  as  often  as  sach  person  shall 
« return .» 

It  may  he  said,  this  law  was  ooly  intended  to 

¥iard  i^inst  transient  poor  from  other  States, 
he  rights  of  a  poor  man  are  and  ought  to  be  held, 
if  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  sacred  as 
the  rights  of  the  rich  man.*  But  this  law  itself  has 
made  no  distinction.  The  constitution  authori- 
zes the  Legislature  to  naturalize  in  such  maoDer 
as  th«r  shall  think  proper.  If  this  was  the  man- 
ner of  naturalizing,  and  no  other  appeared  yet  to 
hare  been  adopted,  to  be  whipped  at  the  public 
whiwng  post  by  ererjr  town  constable  into  whose 
hand  ae  should  come,  it  was  not  so  verjr  inviting 
to  foreignen :  and  it  was  more  than  probable  that 
fcnt  few  would  like  the  certificate,  as  the  rwistry 
is  to  be  made,  on  the  back  of  the  man,  by  thirty- 
nine  lashes,  (Mose&'s  Law:)  of  the  woman,  by 
twenty-five  lasbes.  It  has  been  remarked  by  en- 
lightened travellers,  that  the  atteniion  to  ladies  is 
in  t>roportion  to  the  civilization  and  refined  man- 
ners of  nations.  New  York  has  given  in  this  law 
a  proof  of  her  refinement  of  manners  by  their 
marked  attention  to  ladies,  as  they  are  to  receive 
fonr^een  lashes  less  than  the  gentlemen. 

However  romantic  this  may  all  appear,  it  is 
literally  true  that  such  a  law  is  not  only  to  be 
found  in  the  statute  books  of  New  York,  but  has 
been  enacted  twelve  years  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  now  in 
foil  force,  and  is  constantly  practised  apon ;  by 
Vhieh  they  can  drag  from  the  State  the  most 
wordiy  gendeman  or  lady  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  rode  hand  of  town  constables :  and.  if  they 
should  dare  to  return,  can  make  them  nug  the 
whii^iog  post.  Yet,  with  this  gigantic  stretch  of 
power  in  full  exercise  by  their  own  State,  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  are  riding  foremost  in  the  catise 
of  the  wandering  vagabond  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  with  a  view  to  thrust  them  upon  others,  or 
with  some  other  more  unkind  view. 

If  this  concatenation  of  Constimtional  and  legal 
authorities,  banning  with  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dqtendence  iteelf,  and  running  through  the  Con- 
stitution and  every  law  of  the  United  States,  wher- 
ever the  subject  could  occur,  or  be  acted  on,  as 
well  as  a  voluminous  concurrence  of  the  State  con- 
■titations  and  State  laws,  all  bearing  direcdy  on 
this  question,  without  a  solitary  case  to  be  found  to 
emtravene  them,  when  combined  with  that  uni- 
Tersal  sentiment  and  universal  rule  of  action  of 
the  whole  of  the  white  population  of  the  whole 
nmtion,  denying  positively  all  the  precious  and  val- 
vable  privileges  of  citizenshm  to  free  negroes  and 
molattoes,  would  not  demonstrate  that  they  were 
not  citizens,  he  knew  no  human  proof  which  could 
comprehend  it. 

Mr.  SuiTB  said  he  should  offer  no  more  l^^al  or 
Constitutional  authorities.  What  he  bad  offered 
were  within  the  statute  books  and  constitutions 
of  the  several  States^  sent  here  by  authority  of 
those  States,  as  an  evidence  of  their  State  policy. 
Therefore,  those  authorities  could  not  be  question- 
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ed.  He  had  been  thus  tedious  that  he  mistit  give 
them  chapter  and  verae.  He  had  done  st^Deeaiue 
he  believed  the  policy  of  the  States  throaehoutthe 
Union,  on  this  subject,  had  heretofore  oeen  bat 
little  known,  and  which,  he  thought,  on  this  occa- 
sion, ought  to  be  elicited.  More  time  would,  he 
bad  no  doubt,  have  enabled  him  to  have  shown 
many  other  State  regulations  relating  to  thesame 

Eurpose.  Such  as  he  bad  been  able  to  obtain  he 
ad  submitted,  in  the  humble  hope  that  they  would 
be  useful,  and  enable  other  gentlemen  to  improve. 
He  knew  he  had  consumed  much  time  already,  and 
more  than  he  wished  to  have  done ;  but  the  sub- 
ject would  not  suffer  him  to  abridge  it,  for  which 
he  begged  pardon.  But  he  had  yet  a  little  bundle 
for  Rhode  Island,  which  some  gentlemen  might 
not  think  quite  applicable;  hut,  as  he  had  hereto- 
fore spoken  of  the  facts  contained  in  it,  when  in 
debate  on  the  same  subject,  he  would  rely  upon 
the  lavor  of  the  Senate  to  be  indulged. 

What  he  had  to  read  and  sav  was  nothing  more 
than  paying  a  compliment  to  Rhode  Island.  That 
State  bad  not  only  been  very  bitter  against  slave- 
holders generally,  out  had  been  particularly  so,  at 
the  last  session  oiCoDgress,  against  Missouri,  unless 
negro  slavery  should  be  restricted  there.  This  he 
beUeved,  however,  could  not  have  been  the  opin- 
ion or  temper  of  the  majority.  He  was  warranted 
in  this  opinion  by  the  late  election,  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  tfiat  State,  of  a  Senator  to  Congress.  Mr. 
James  D'Wolf  was  the  successful  candidate,  and 
this  gentleman  had  accumulated  an  immense  for- 
tune by  the  African  slave  trade.  In  the  year  of 
1804  the  ports  of  South  Carolina,  hy  an  act  of  ita 
Legislatun^  under  the  permission  oi  the  Conslitii- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  were  opened  for  the  im- 
portation of  Africans.  They  remained  open  fotir 
years.  Daring  that  time  thoe  were  two  hundred 
and  two  vessels  entered  the  port  of  Charleston, 
with  African  slaves.  Ten  of  these  vessel^  and 
their  African  cargoes,  belonged  to  Mr.  D'Wolf. 
[Here  Mr.  Bubbill,  of  Rhode  Island,  called  Mr. 
Smith  to  order,  because  it  was  out  of  order  to 
mention  the  name  of  a  member,  and  because  he 
was  approaching  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
Pre§idenV  of  the  Senate  decided  that  Mr.  Smith 
was  not  out  of  order,  as  Mr.  D'Wolf  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  S.  proceeded.] 
Mr.  Smith  said  his  object  was  not  to  reproach  that 
respectable  State,  but  to  eulogize  it.  Hut,  sir,  said 
Mr.  S.,  tpok  into  your  archives,  and  you  will  find 
many  memorials  and  remonstrances  from  the  town 
meetings  of  the  people  of  that  ^tate  last  year,  not 
only  against  slavery  in  Missouri,  hut  aiming  at  ita 
total  abolition ;  and  reproaching  the  States  which 
tolerate  it.  See  the  resolutions  just  laid  on  your 
table*from  New  York,  to  influence  your  decision 
agayist  Missouri.  And  be  would  here  remark, 
tmt  when  a  bill  was  offered  by  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Root,)  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
claringthat  slavery  did  not  exist  in  that  State,  it 
was  objected  to  by  the  gentleman  who  offered 
the  resolutions  for  rejecting  Missouri,  (Mr.  J.  C. 
Sfsncbr,)  because,  he  said,  it  did  not  apply.  Mr. 
S.  observed,  that  he  had  been  informed  that  that 
gentleman  was  the  owner  of  several  slaves  him- 
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adf.  If  that  was  the  fact,  it  would  not  apphr  rery 
well  until  he  could  find  means  to  dispose  of^them. 
Then  no  doubt  the  thing  would  apply  very  hand* 
aomdy^  We  are  renroached  for  our  dealing  in 
alaTes  and  human  flesa,  whenever  gentlemen  chose 
to  indulge  themsdves,  but  become  rery  fastidious 
when  foa  mention  facts  that  apply  to  their  side 
4^  the  House. 

Mr.  D'Wolf,  he  said,  was  trading  under  the 
authority  of  the  laws  of  this  Government,  and  it 
could  be  no  reproach.  He  would  say  nothing 
about  the  African  trade  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  since  it  was  prohibited  by  law,  because 
tbat  would  Tery  deserredly  subject  him  to  a  crim- 
inal prosecution. 

This  subject  had  been  forsotten  in  Carolina.  It 
was  supposed  to  be  at  an  eud.  However,  hearing 
late  in  tne  Summer  that  the  storm  was  gathering 
to  the  north^  and  that  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union  Would  be  opposed  on  account  of 
alarery,  or  something  swinging  from  that  source, 
lie  wrote  to  a  fiiend  m  Charlesttm,  to  apply  to  the 
custom-house  <Aeer  for  a  full  atatemeut  of  all  the 
ships  engaged  in  that  trade  during  the  four  years, 
tmether  with  their  owners,  consignee^  their  places 
oTRsidence,  coimtry>  nation  to  which  they  be- 
lonsed}  Ac.,  that  he  might  be  able  to  show  the 
public  who  were  engaged  in  it  In  answer  to  his 
nqnest,  he  had  received  from  the  custom-house 
books,  from  the  hand  of  the  collector,  the  follow- 
ing authentic  documents.  He  would  present  to 
the  Senate,  in  the  first  place^  the  documents  which 
contained  the  years  of  amral,  the  names  of  the 
Teasels,  the  place  to  which  the  vessel  belonged,  the 
■ames  of  the  propri^ors,  the  names  of  the  consign- 
ee!, thor  country,  and  to  where  they  belonged. 

IBanlnuHon—B.  BrifiMh,  F.  ^encA,  R.  L,  A.  btand.} 
VcsseV  noiMS.        Propridm't  "  ofnAmt  eovntry. 
1804. 


Aaron,  Chariesttm,  A. 
Aon,  Brituh 
Kuter,  do. 
Biim«Bt,do. 

Ana«d  Neotralih-,  Cbas'n 

ThoMBS^B. 

HeriMU,  GhailMton 
Btnioc,  F. 
Slin,B.L 

Alaindn,  Chutoston 
Francii,  do. 
Chrirtt^her,  B. 
l^aTorit^  R.  L 
ITLsiptne^  B. 
Suanns,  Charlsston 
Active,  B. 
BkmilloD,  B. 
lUbj,  CbulestM 
Mkj,  Norfolk 


8.  E.  Turner,  New  Eng'd 
W.  H'ClMid,  ScoUud 
W.  Boyd.  do. 
Btxbv,  Rhode  Usnd. 
Nftpt«r,  Smith  &  Co.  G.  B. 
JusM  Miller,  Ireland 
Janas  &  Piios,  O.  B. 
A.  &  J.  H'Clura»  do. 
Juoeo  Broadibol,  do. 
Junes  Miller,  do. 
W.  Broadfbot,  do. 
J.  Potter,  do. 
Wm.  Bo;7d,  do. 
James  Minsr,  do. 
Oibsoa  &  Brosdfbot,  do. 
S.E.Tiini0r,  New  Eng. 
I.  OaiB^t.  Q.  Britain 
W.  Boyd,  do. 

do  do. 
J.  BioadfiMt,  do. 


1805. 


PMiaevennea,  B. 
Xitty>  Chultiton 
Lupin,  B. 
Maiy  HoDtl^,  B. 
OoT.  Wantwordi,  B. 
■xperiBflBl^  B. 


Turner  &  Price,  do. 
G.  Pa^r,  CharleetoD 
Bixby,  Rhode  Iiland 
Wm.  Bord,  Great  Britain 
Turner  «  Price,  do. 
W.Boyd,  do. 


Eagle,  R.  I. 
Neptune,  do- 
Fanny,  B. 
Thomas,  Charleston 
Nile,  do. 
Recourse,  B. 
laabella,  B. 


Gardner  &  Phillipa,  R.  I 
E.  Cook,  do. 
Turner  &  Price.  O.  B. 

do.  do. 
Wm.  Boyd.  do. 
Gibson  &  Broadfoot,  do. 
I.  8.  Allen,  do. 


Armed  Neutrality.  Cfaas'n  Nutier  dc  Smith,  do. 


Sosana,  do 
Love  and  Unity,  B. 
Jack  Park,  B. 
Manning,  B. 
Juliet,  R.  L 
Margaret,  B. 
Louisa,  R.  I. 
Ariel,  B. 
Eitor,  B. 
Margaret,  B. 
Hiram,  R.  I. 
Loniaiana,  B. 
Maria,  B. 
Hambleton,  B. 
Rambler,  R.  I. 
William,  B. 

Ariel.  B. 
MuT.  B. 

Daimna,  Chariealon 

Carie.  B. 
America,  B. 
Davia,  Charleston 
Lydia,  do. 
Dudton,  B. 
Amazon,  B. 

Fair  American.  Charleit. 
Miller.  do. 
Edwud  &  Edmund  do. 
Factor,  Rhode  Island 
Louisa,  do. 
Commerce,  do. 
GastavDs,  Svede 
Neptune,  R.  L 
Robert,  B. 
Polly,  Rhode  UUnd 
Hiram,  do. 
Samuel,  B. 
Love  and  Unity,  B. 
Three  listers,  R.  I. 
Hector,  B. 
Roby,  Charleston 
Farmer,  do. 
Maria.  R.  I. 
Ceree,  B. 

Independence.  Baltimore 
Hibouia,  B. 
Alert,  B. 
Agent,  R.  I. 
Mary,  Charleston 
Three  Friends,  B. 
Fair  EUsa,  R.  I. 
Fox,  CharlestMi 
Kitty,  do. 
Hope.  R.L 
Hope.  Ohatteston 
Naatasket,  do* 
Jdm  Watson,  B. 
Ootemor  Dodsworth,  B. 
Maiy  Ana.  B. 
Diana,  B. 


J.  Dancan,  do. 
S.  Adams,  R.  I. 
John  Price,  Great  Britain 
Tnnno  dc  Cox.  do. 
niiUips  &  Gardner,  R.  L 
W.  Boyd,  Great  Britain 
Pbimpa  db  Gardner.  R.  L 
W.  Boyd,  Great  Britain 
do.  do. 
do.  do. 
Fbilliufl  A.  Gardner,  R.  L 
Eddy.  R.  I. 
Cooper,  Great  Britain 
Wm.  Boyd,  do. 
E.  Sayer,  Rhode  Island 
Tamer  dc  Price,  G.  B. 
1800. 

W.  Boyd.  Great  Britain 
Gibson  &  BroadfiMt,  do. 
W.  Boyd.  do. 
TuDDO  dc  Cox,  do. 
James  Broadfiwt,  do- 
John  Davidson,  do. 
ETeriogham,  N.  Jersey 
Gibson  &  Broadfoot,  G.  B. 
Tunoo  dc  Cox,  do. 
J.  8.  Adam,  R.  L 
J.  Queen,  Ireland 
Cooper,  Great  Britain 
Sherman,  R.  I. 
Phillips  dc  Gardner,  R.  I. 
Senon,  do. 
Spencer  Man.  Charieaton 
C.  Cook,  R.  I. 
Gibson  &  Broadfoot,  G.  B. 
Benaon,  R. L 
Phil]i|Hi  &  Gardner,  R.  L 
Gilchrist,  New  Jersey 
J.  8.  Adama,  R.  I. 
W.  Champlain,  do. 
John  Wataon,  G.  Britain 
W.  Boyd,  do. 
John  Carr,  do. 
PbUlips  &  Oardoer,  R.  L 
Gibson  &  Broadfoot,  G.B. 
Chnrohill.  R.  I. 
Pnrtt,  Great  Britain 
Wm.  Boyd,  do. 
Eddy,  R.  L 

W.  Bojd,  Great  Britain 
J.  Calligan,  do. 
J.  Metter,  do. 
J.  8.  Adams,  R.  L 
O.  Paikn,  OharlsBlMi 
W.  Lyon,  R.  L 
Wm.  HcCormie,  Ireland 
Bmrfiorod.  Great  Britain 
Tonno  dc  Price,  do. 
W.  Bojd,  do. 
J.  Kennedy,  do. 
P.Hoomy.  do. 
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BnrATB. 


DSCSMMB,  1890. 


DftTCDport,  B. 
CotydoD,  B. 
Kate,  B. 

MctcniT,  ChulMtoQ 
UnfenB. 
'Wuhinfton,  R.  I. 
Limin,  R.  L 
NkboboD,  B. 

MwcDiy,  B. 
UtOe  Ann,  R.  1. 
Htrsiret,  B. 


J.  EreiinglMai,  N.  Jeney 
W.  Boyd,  Great  BriUin 
WatMD  &  Co.  do. 
W.  Kelty.  do. 
W.  Boyd,  do. 
D.  McKdf  n,  do. 
Philliiw  &  uaidnw,  B.  L 
W.  C.  Turned,  6.  Britain 
J.  Calltgan,  do. 
J.  WatwD  &  Co.  do. 
Cbriitian,  CliaileetoB 
T.  RowlinaoBt  G.  Biitun 


1607. 


Ka^,  ClwrieiUn 

J/unea,  B. 
SUsa,  Charleattm 
Cleopatra,  do. 
UnioDi  R.  I. 
Tartar,  B. 
Maria,  B. 
Jamaa,  Bahuoora 
MaiT,B. 
Aa^al,  B. 
Jamea,  R.  I. 
Norfolk,  CbarleatoQ 
Fourth  of  July,  B. 
Dodder,  B. 
Babit,  F. 
Agent,  R.  I. 
Eliza,  Charleston 
Ann,  B. 
EUia,  B. 

Andromache,  R.  I. 
Got.  Clairborn,  R.  I. 
Biram,  R.  I. 
Semiramu,  R.  I. 
Neptune,  S.  I. 
Nancy,  R.  I. 
Mioerra,  Charleston 
Gotombjat  B.  L 
Faetor,  R.  L  - 
lAvinia,  R.I. 
Leander,  Chariaaton 
Daphney,  do. 
Ttmore,  R.  I. 
Afnea,  B. 
Three  Frionds,  B. 
EUsa,  R.  I. 
Luk,B.I. 
Alfred,  R.  I. 
Lonin,  Cbarbattu 
Hiram,  B.  L 
Concord,  do. 
Friendahip,  do. 
Flora,  do. 

Ann  and  Harriot,  do. 
HonticeUo,  do. 
Amaion,  B. 
Baltimore,  R.  I. 
Jnliet,  do. 
Miriam,  B. 
Baron,  Connecticut 
R0I7,  Charlerton 
Three  Siaten,  R.  I* 
Beta^  and  Sally,  do. 
Armed  NeQtndi9,Uharrn 
Anna,  ^■ 
J«lin,B,  do. 
Nanta^,  do. 


T.  Caaain,  Great  Britain 
A.  Holmea,  do. 
Christian  &  D'Woir,  R.  I. 
W.  Boyd,  Great  Britain 
Phillips  &  Gardner,  R.  I. 
J.  Hambleton,  O.  Britain 
J.  Cooper,  do. 
N.  Innaham,  Maai. 
I.  8.  AdanM,  R.  I. 
Hamilton  &  Co.,  O.  Briton 
C.  Christian,  Charleaton 
Coshman,  Ireland 
G.  Palmer,  Charleston 
Gibson  &  Broadfoot,  G.  B. 
Delan  dt  Co.,  Franoe 
T,  Eddy.  R.  1. 
T.  Ogin,  GrMt  Britain 
Tonuo  &  Coo,  do. 
James  &  Price,  do. 
Drawn,  R  I. 
T.  Depan,  France 
Phillips  9l  Gardno-,  R.  I. 

do.  do. 
C.  Cook,  do. 
Phillips  ft  Gardnsr,  do. 
T.  Depan,  France 
PhilUpo  h,  Gardner,  R.  I. 
C.  Cook,  do. 
Chriatian  ft  D'Wolf,  do. 
T.  Vineent,  do. 
W.  Broadfoot.  G.  Britain 
Christian  ftD'Wo]f,R.  I. 
W.  Boyd,  Great  Britain 
J.  Caltigan,  do. 
J.ChristiauftD'Wolf,R.  I. 
W.  Btadibrd,  do. 
PhDllps  ft  Oaidnor,  do. 
J.  Dnnean,  Great  Britain 
Norris,  R.  I. 

Christian  ft  D'Wolf  R.  I. 
Phillips  ft  Gardaw,  do. 
D'Wolf,  do. 
Phillipa  ft  Gardner,  do. 
D'Wolf,  do. 
Benne^  Gxoat  Britain 
Chnrdi,  R.  I. 
Phillips  ft  Gardner,  do. 
Deraa,  France 
C.  Fitzimona,  Ireland 
W.  Boyd,  Great  Britain 
B'Wolf,  R.  I. 

do.  do. 
Boyd,  Britain 
Depan,  France 
Toaiw  ft  Prioa^  Britain 
Booaro^,  do. 


George  Clinton,  Britain 
Eagle,  R.  I. 
Port  Mary,  Charleston 
Eliza.  do. 
Manr,  R.  I. 
Eagle,  R.  I. 
Actw,  Charisaton 
Hanna  Bartlet,  do. 
Mary,  do. 


Delai  ft  Clement,  i>Vana 
D'WoIt  R.  I. 
W.  Boyd,  Britain 
Chriaty,  Charieaton 
Phillipa  ft  Gardner,  R.  I. 

do.  do. 
P.  Kennedy,  Ireland 
Phillips  ft  Gardner,  R.  I. 
J.  Eglistio,  R.  I. 


Edward  and  Edmnnd,  do.  Hilton,  do. 
Charleeton,  Bailey  ft  Waller,  Britain 


Ezpaiienee,  Boaton 
RamUer,  R.  I. 
Eliza.  B. 

Cleopatra,  Cliarieston 
Hope,  R.  I. 
Chariott«,do. 
Albert,  Charleaton, 
Commerce,  R.  I. 
Hope,  Charleston 
Wealthy  Ann,  do. 
Columbia,  R.  I. 
Agenora,  R.  I. 
Ilercury,  B. 
Venna,  Charleaton 
Agent,  do. 
General  Claibonio,  do. 
Jamea,  R.  I. 
Resolution,  Charieaton 
William  and  Maiy,  do. 
Caroline,  F. 
Polly,  Charleston 
Japiter,  Norfolk 
Heart  of  Oak,  Baltimoiv 
Horisim,  B. 
Mary  Ann,  ChulettOB 
Mary  Ana,  BaltUuora 
Rio,  OharlMton 
Sally.  B. 


Fisher,  R.  I. 
Phillips  ft  Gardner,  R.  I. 
J.  B.  Cotton,  do. 
W.  Boyd,  Britain 
D'Wolf  E.  I. 

do.  do. 
W.  TimmoD,  8.  Can^na 
W.  Lyon,  R.  I. 
N.  Ingram,  Massachusetta 
D'Wolf  R.  I. 

Phillips  ft  Gardner,  do. 
D'Wolf,  do. 
M.  Kelly,  Ireland 
Preble.  R.  I. 
Depan,  French 

do.  do. 
D'Wolf,  R.  I. 
J.  8.  Adams,  Britain 
H.  Kerr,  do. 
Synagal,  French 
J.  Btoaey,  Charieaton 
J.  WUIidc,  BriUin 
J.  S.  Adams,  R.I. 

do.  do. 
8.  HUlv,  do. 
Dallas 

O'Hana,  Charieaton 
C.  Gravea,  do. 


[Dates  in  the  aboTe  atatement  are  mnitted.} 

Mr.  Shitb  thea  read  the  recapitulation  in  the 
following  woifk  and  fignres: 

RECAPITULATION 

0/ jAe  Afrimn  irade,  end  by  what  natunuuMOtteit 
from  Jmuary  1, 1804,  to  Dgemier  81, 1807. 

TBftaBi.a  BKoxetHfl  to 


«1 


99 


^4 


70 


'2  o 


13 


88 


91 


h 

a 
o 

'J) 


10 


aoft 


This  paper,  sir,  contains  the  wh<de  nmnber  of 
slaves  imported,  and  the  particular  nnmbo-  im- 
puted by  each  foreign  nation,  and  each  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  m  the  foUowing  words  and 
fignres: 
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Dbgbhb^  1830. 


Slaoet  imported  at  Charlutony  from  the  \tt  January, 
1S04,  to  31at  Dteemba-y  1807.  and 

Brikiih  

French  


whai  nation. 
19,949 
1,078 
  M/«7 


In  Amariean  YtMtelt. 

Ctuiieiton,  Sooth  Cuoliaa     -      -  7,7S8 
Of  this  noinber  there  wore,  belooging 

toforeipiert  ....  B,7I7 — 5,717 
Leaving,  impoited  by  mercbante  and 

planUn  of  Charleston  and  vicinity  3,006 
Bratol.  Rhode  Island           3>9 14  > 

Mewpoit,     do.                 V88S  7,966 
Pnmdence,  do.  fiGO) 

Baltimore   750 

Sarannab   300  ■ 

Norfolk   287 

Warren   880 

Hartford   S50 

Boston   SCO 

Philadelphia   SOO 

NeirOrlaaiii   100 


S8,744 


39,07fi 


Here,  sir,  ends  the  black  catalogue.  It  would 
show  to  the  Senate,  tbat  those  people  who  most 
deprecate  the  evils  of  fJavery  ana  traffic  in  human 
flesh,  when  a  pn^table  market  can  be  found,  can 
sell  human  flesh  with  as  easy  a  conscience  as  they 
sell  other  articles.  The  whole  number  imported 
by  the  merchants  and  planters  of  Charleston  and 
its  ricinity  were  only  two  thousand  and  six.  Nor 
wcK  the  slaves  imported  by  the  foreigners,  and 
other  American  vewels  and  owners,  sold  to  tbe 
CaraUnians,  coily  in  a  null  part.  Tber  were 
said  to  the  people  of  the  WcBlem  States;  Cfcorgia, 
Nflv  Orleans,  and  a  considorable  quantity  were 
sent  to  the  West  Indies,  especially  when  the  mar- 
ket became  dull  in  Carolina. 

When  Mr.  Smith  had  coneladed,  on  motiOD, 
^  House  adjooned. 


Satobday,  December  9. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
a  ntaaber  of  indiridoals  concerned  directly  or  in- 
dkectly  as  porchascrs  of  ptiblic  lands,  prior  to  the 
law  "making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
'pol^  bmds,^  stating  tbat  said  law  operates  in- 
juricrasly  on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  to 
such  pertioM  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  eorer  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revm  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Poblic  Lands. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Mo^n  Brown  was 
read  HbK  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  hill,  entitled  "An  actto  amend  the  act  entitled 
'An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  1^1  representatives 
of  Henry  Willis "  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  King, 

Ahibama,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  toe  table. 

The  Soiate  {woceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  eonaidefation  of  the  bill  for  the 


relief  of  Robert  Purdy;  and  the  conriderati(Hk 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  encaged  in  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians;  and  the 
consideration  thereof  vras  further  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

RESTRICTION 'of  BL  AVERT. 

Mr.  TiCHENOB  communicated  the  following 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont; which  were  read: 

&T1.TK  01  VaaxosT, 
In  General  Asaembljf,  Nm.  Ifi,  16S0.  j 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
hia  Excellency's  speech  as  relates  to  the  admission  of 
the  Territory  of  Missoari  into  the  Union  as  a  State, 
flobmit  the  following  report : 

The  history  of  uatiooa  demonstrates  that  iav<dnn- 
tary  servitude  not  only  plunges  the  slave  into  the 
depths  of  misery,  but  renders  a  great  proportion  of 
community  dependent  and  wretched,  and  the  remain- 
der  tyrannic  and  indolent. 

Opnleace,  acquired  by  the  slavery  of  Others,  degen- 
erates its  possessors,  and  destroys  ^e  physical  powors 
of  government.  Prindplaa  so  degrading  an  incon- 
sistent with  the  primitive  dignity  of  man,  and  -his 
natural  rights. 

maveiy  is  incompatible  vrith  the  vital  prindnlas  of 
all  free  governmenta,  and  tends  to  thai  rnu.  It 
paralyses  indnatry,  Um  greatest  aoarea  of  national 
wealth,  stifles  the  love  of  freedom,  and  endangtra*  tbe 
safety  of  the  nation. 

It  ia  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  nature,  which  are 
equally  binding  on  governments  and  individuals.  The 
right  to  introduce  and  cBtablish  slaveiy  in  a  five  gov^ 
emment  does  not  exisL 

The  Dedaiation  of  Independence  declares,  as  self- 
evident  tratha,  **  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  that 
Aey  are  endowed  1^  their  Creator  with  certain  inalien- 
able rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happineas ;  ^t,  to  secure  these  lights,  gov- 
ernments are  tnstitnted  among  men,  deriving  their  just 
powers  from  the  governed ;  that  whenever  any  form  of 
government  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  Js 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  it." 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  of  the 
several  Sutea,  have  recognised  these  principles  as  the 
basis  of  their  Governments,  and  have  expressly  inhib- 
ited the  introduction  or  extension  of  davery,  or  impli- 
edly disavowed  the  right. 

The  powers  of  Conguss  to  require  the  prohibition 
of  slavery  in  the  constitotion  of  a  State,  to  be  admit* 
ted  as  one  of  the  United  States,  is  confirmed  by  the 
admission  of  new  States  according  to  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  and  by  a  Constitutional  "guarantee  to  every 
State  in  tbe  Union  of  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment" This  power  in  Ctmgrflss  is  also  adnBtad  in 
tbe  act  of  Mareh  6,  18S0,  which  dsdaies  that,  in  all 
that  territory  ceded  under  the  name  of  Looiaianh 
which  lies  north  of  tbirty-aiz  degrees  thirty  miniUes 
north  latitude,  "alavery  and  involontar;  aervitade 
shall  be  forever  prohibited." 

Where  slavery  existed  in  the  Stales,  at  tbe  time  of 
,  the  adoption  of  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
i  a  spirit  of  compromise,  or  painful  necessity,  may  have 
I  exensed  Eta  continuance ;  but  can  never  justify  its  in- 
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trodoction  into  a  State  to  be  admitted  from  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States. 

Thoogfa  sUvery  is  not  expressly  prohibited  hj  the 
CoiutitQtioa»  yet  that  invalaable  instminent  contains 
powers,  first  principles,  and  self-evident  truths,  which 
bring  ufl  to  the  same  result,  and  lead  us  to  Liber^  and 
Justice,  and  the  equal  rights  of  man,  from  whidi  we 
«Dght  aerer  to  depart.  "  In  it  is  clearly  seen  a  deep 
and  hnmUiating  sense  of  s^very,"  and  a  cheering  hope 
that  It  would,  at  some  fature  period,  be  abolished — and 
«Ten  a  determination  to  do  it. 

It  is  apparent  that  serritude  produces,  in  the  slave- 
holding  States,  peculiar  feelings,  local  attachments, 
sind  separate  interests ;  and,  diould  it  be  extended  into 
new  States,  **it  will  have  a  tendency  to  form  a  oombi- 
nttion  of  power  which  will  control  ^e  measures  of  the 
General  Government,"  and  which  cannot  be  remaled, 
except  by  the  physical  force  of  the  nation. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution "  to  form  a  more  perfect  union  of  the  several 
States,  to  estsblish  justice,  to  secure  domestic  tran- 
quillity, provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  aeeare  the  blcnings  of  liberty 
and  have  thereby  blended,  and  inseparably  connected 
the  interests,  the  safety,  and  welfare,  of  every  State  in 
the  Union.  We,  therefore,  become  deeply  concerned 
in  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  conititution  of 
any  new  State  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  What- 
ever powers  are  necessary  to  carry  into  efiect  the  great 
objects  of  the  Union  are  implied  in  the  Constitution, 
and  vested  in  the  several  departments  of  the  General 
Government 

The  act  of  the  United  States  aathorixing  a  provi- 
uonal  admisHon  of  Misaonri  intv  the  Union  as  a  State, 
does  not  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Government  to  admit 
whatever  may  be  its  conatitation  or  system  of  State 
government;  for  that  constitution,  by  the  act,  must  be 
republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  SUtes. 

From  information,  it  is  to  be  seriously  spfmhended 
that  Missoari  will  present  to  Congress,  for  their  appro- 
bation, a  constitution  which  declares,  that  "  the  General 
Assemb^  diall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws— fln^  for 
the  emandpatioD  of  davee,  without  th^  consent  of  UmIt 
owners,  or  without  pqring  them,  before  emandpation, 
a  full  equivalent  for  andi  slaves  eo  emandpated;" 
and,  "secondly,"  to  prevent  emigrants  from  tninging 
daves  into  said  State,  ao  long  as  abveiy  is  legaliMd 
th««in. 

It  is  also  made  the  imperious  duty  of  iu  Legislature 
to  pass  laws,  as  soon  as  may  be,  "  to  prevent  free  ne- 
groM  and  mnlattoaa  from  ooming  to,  and  settling  in, 
that  State,  under  any  petenee  whatever." 

These  powers,  lestnotiom,  and  proviuons,  to  legal- 
ise and_  perpetuate  alaveiy,  and  to  prevent  dtizens  of 
the  United  States,  on  account  of  their  origin,  color,  or 
features,  from  emigrating  to  Missoari,  are  repugnant 
to  a  republican  government,  and  in  direct  violation  of 
the  Constitution  of  Ute  United  States. 

If  Missoari  be  permitted  to  introduce  and  legalize 
ilavHy  bj  her  constitution,  and  we  consent  to  her  ad- 
misBOD,  w«  shall  justly  incur  the  charge  of  inuncerity 
in  our  dvil  institutions,  and  in  all  our  proAssione  of 
attachment  to  liberty.  It  will  bring  upon  Uie  Consti- 
tution and  Declaration  of  Independence  a  deep  stain, 
which  cannot  be  forgotten  or  blotted  out.  "  It  will 
deeply  affect  the  Union  in  its  resources,  political  inter- 
ests, and  diaracter." 

The  admtssion  of  another  new  State  into  Ute  Union 
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with  a  constitution  which  guaranties  security  and  pro- 
tection to  slavery,  and  the  cruel  and  unnatural  traffic 
of  any  portiMi  of  the  human  race,  will  be  an  error 
whtch  tu  Union  cannot  correct,  and  an  evil  wliidi  may 

endanger  the  freedom  of  the  nation. 

Congress  never  ought,  and  we  trust  never  will, 
plant  the  standard  of  the  Union  in  Missouri,  to  wave 
over  the  heads  of  involuntary  slaves, "  who  have  noth- 
ing they  can  call  their  own,  except  their  sorrows  and 
their  sufferinge,"  and  a  life  beyond  the  grave,  and 
who  can  never  taste  the  sweets  of  liberty,  unless  they 
obtain  it  by  force  or  hj  flight.  Nor  can  a  communis 
made  up  of  masters  and  slaves  ever  enjoy  the  bleaungs 
of  liberty,  and  the  benefits  of  a  free  government;  theea 
enjoyments  are  reserved  for  a  community  of  freemen, 
who  are  subject  to  none,  but  to  God  and  the  laws. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  General  Assembly  the  following  resolu- 
tions, viz : 

Retolvedf  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislsture, 
slavery,  or  involuntary  servitude,  in  any  of  the  United 
States,  is  a  moral  and  political  evil,  and  that  ita  con- 
tinusnce  can  be  justified  by  necesrity  alone. 

That  Congreas  has  a  right  to  inhibit  any  farther  in- 
troduction or  extennon  of  slavery,  as  one  (hT  the  con- 
ditions upon  whidt  any  new  State  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union. 

Raolvtd,  That  this  Itegistatore  views  with  regret 
and  alarm  the  attempt  of  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri 
to  obtain  admission  into  the  Union,  as  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  a  constitution  which  legalixes  and 
secures  the  introduction  and  continuance  of  alaveiy; 
sad  alao  contains  provisions  to  prevent  frvemen  of  the 
United  States  from  emigrating  to  and  settling  in  Mis- 
eouri,  on  account  of  their  origin,  color,  and  featarea. 
And  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Le^sture,  these 
prindples,  powers,  and  restrictions,  contained  in  the 
reputed  constitution  of  Missouri,  are  anti-repaUican, 
and  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  subversive  the  inalienable  rights  of 
man. 

Raokid,  That  the  Seoalors  from  this  Stale,  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Sutea,  be  inrtrneted,  and  the 
Representative*  requested,  to  ozert  theb  influence  end 
use  all  legal  means  to  prevent  the  admission  of  MJe- 
souri,  as  a  State,  into  the  Union  of  the  United  8tale% 
with  those  anti-republican  features  and  powers  in 
their  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  reeola- 
tions  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Reiwesentatives  from 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutee. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine^  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  mj  intention  to  trouble 
the  Senate  with  any  remarks  on  that  part  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  which  recognises  the  right 
to  hold  slaves.  The  act  of  the  last  session  Eu 
settled  that  question ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  reason- 
ing in  the  Vermont  memorial  just  read,  and  the 
authority  from  whence  it  emanates,  I  feel  bound 
by  a  solemn  compact  to  admit  Missouri,  imless  it 
ia  manifest  that  ner  constitution  is  repugnant  to 
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thit  of  the  United  States.  The  booorable  gentle- 
mu  from  Rhode  Islaad  (Mr.  Bdrrill)  who  op- 
posed this  resolution,  gtres  up  the  ground  of  re- 
striction ;  and  I  understand  that  he,  and  other 
gentlemen  who  think  with  him  on  that  subject, 
would  consent  to  the  admission  of  Missouri,  if  her 
constitution  does  not  contrarene  any  provision  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  the  act 
of  last  session  which  authorizes  her  admission. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  did, 
to  be  sure,  suggest  some  objections  not  strictly 
consistent  with  this  admission,  on  which  he  did 
not  seem  to  place  much  reliance,  and  which  pro- 
baUr  were  not,  in  his  mind,  insuperable.  He 
diinu  it  was  improper,  and  somewhat  indecorous, 
tiiat  the  act  was  not  incorporated  in  the  constitu- 
tion, or  at  least  referred  to  by  the  convention  as 
tiie  ground  of  their  proceedings.  But,  if  they 
have  complied  with  the  provisions  and  conditions 
of  the  act,  it  is  eqnallv  binding  as  if  they  had  re- 
cited the  whole,  and  toe  constitution  itself  is  more 
concise,  explicit,  and  intelligible. 

Another  objection  is,  that  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  allows  emignttion  from  the  State,  but 
prohibits  free  blacks  and  mulattoes  from  coming 
in  and  settling.  This  is  charged  upon  Missouri 
as  an  inconsistency.  Bat  sorely  there  can  be 
nothing  inconsistent  in  this.  The  people  aft  form- 
ing a  compact,  and  one  of  its  provisions  is,  that 
those  members  of  the  State  who  shall  become  dis- 
satisfied may  abandon  it.  "Go,'*  they  say,  "when 
'  you  pleaae,  and  whoe  you  can.  Wegive  you  no 
'  wnmnt  to  break  open  the  doors  or  our  neigh- 
*  bora  and  force  them  to  receive  you  against  their 
'  consent  We  allow  no  such  liberties  to  be  taken 
'  with  us."  This  is  the  substance  of  the  provi- 
sion. It  surely  is  neither  inconsistent  nor  illiberal. 

Passing  by  these  objections,  which  were  not 
urged  with  much  confidence  or  zeal,  I  come  to 
that  which  is  principally  relied  on.  Free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  are  to  lie  prohibited  by  law  from 
coming  to  and  settling  in  the  State;  and  this,  it 
is  contended,  contravraes  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  tne  United  States  which  provides  that 
"  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 

grivilcs^  and  tmmonities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
•tates.^' 

The  hon<»aUe  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
eoKlcnds  that  this  prohibition  would  enlnde  Aem 
from  entering  the  State,  even  without  an  intent 
to  settle.  This  eonatmetion  makes  the  clause 
conrist  of  two  distinctprohibition^tbeone  against 
entering,  the  other  settling;  and  this  absurdity 
would  result — Utat  the  legislature  should  prohibit 
Iree  Uacfes  without  from  coming  in,  and  free 
blacks  within  from  settling.  The  true  construc- 
tion is — that  Aey  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  come 
in  and  settle. 

It  is  true  that  it  is  made  imperative  on  the  legis- 
lature to  exclude  free  blacks  and  mulattoes,  and 
chey  are  not  to  be  admitted  to  settlement  in  the 
State,  under  any  pretext  whatever.  Had  the  ex- 
pression been  aU  free  blacks  and  mulattoes,  the 
h^islatnre  could  have  made  no  exceptions.  But 
the  omission  of  the  wtwd  "all"  leaves  them  a  dis- 
ecetiiNi ;  mmi  otlwr  proTiiioos  in  their  constitntion 
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limit  the  extent  of  the  probilntion,  and  expound 

its  meanine. 

All  purchasers  of  lands  in  Missouri,  previous  to 
the  law  enacted  under  this  clause,  are  expressly 
provided  for.  A  purcha.se  of  lands  by  deed  is  "  a 
contract  executed."  The  covenant  in  the  deed 
secure  to  the  purchaser  the  right  to  hold,  possess, 
and  enjoy.  Should  the  purchaser  be  lawfully  ex- 
cluded from  the  possession,  the  covenant  or  "  con- 
tract" is  broken.  If  the  Statp  by  law  excludes  a 
purchaser  from  his  possession,  it  impairs  the  obli- 
gation of  the  contract.  In  the  celebrated  Georgia 
ease  in  relation  to  the  Yazoo  purchase,  it  was  de- 
termined that  a  law  annulling  a  precedent  sale 
was  void,  as  impairing  the  oUigation  of  a  contract. 
And  whatever  law  takes  from  a  purchuwr  the 
benefit  of  any  covenant  in  bis  deed-is  void,  being 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Now^  there  is  the  same  clause  in  the  constitution 
of  Missouri  as  in  that  of  the  United  States.  Any 
law,  therefore,  which  should  exclude  a  precedent 
purchaser  from  the  enjoyment  of  his  purchase 
would  be  contrary  to  A  provision  in  the  bill  of 
rights  of  Missouri.  Wherefore,  taking  these  two 
provisions  together,  the  meaning  is  this :  "  the  le- 
gislature shaD  exclude  free  blacks  and  mulattoes, 
provided  they  are  not  purchasers  of  lands  within 
the  State." 

This  reasoning  will  apply  to  all  soldiers  who 
hold  under  the  United  States,  and  all  sutsequeut 
purchasers  under  them  will  be  also  excited  by 
another  provision  in  the  c(mstitution  of  Missoun. 
Among  the  terms  and  conditions  in  the  act  of  lut 
session,  Missouri  is  never  to  interfere  with  Uie 
primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States, 
nor  with  any  regulations  Confess  may  find  ne- 
cessary for  securmg  the  title  in  such  soil  to  the 
bona  fide  purchasers.  Now,  a  title  is  never  per- 
fect«,  or  "secured,"  unless  the  purchaser  has,  not 
only  the  rights  of  turoperty  and  possession,  but  the 
possession  itself.  To  prohibit  a  purchaser  under 
the  United  States  from  enjoying  the  possession, 
would  most  unquestionably  interfere  with  those 
regulations  which  Congress  might  adopt  to  secure 
the  title  to  the  purchaser.  But  it  is  still  more 
manifest  that  it  would  be  an  interference  with 
the  "  primary  disposal "  of  the  soil.  Could  Mis- 
souri, without  a  violation  of  this  compact,  provide 
that  no  purchaser  of  the  United  States'  lands  in 
the  State  should  possess  or  enjoy  it?  If  not,  how 
can  she  prohilrit  any  portion  of  purchasers  firom 
this  possenion  or  enjoyment?  If,  in  the  sale 
dwelling-house,  which  I  bad  the  right  to  prevent. 
I  should  covenant  not  to  interfere,  shoula  I  fulfil 
my  covenant  by  prohibiting  the  purchaser  from 
entering  and  innahiting  it  ?  Here,  then,  is  a  posi- 
tive stipulation  made  a  part  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  and  unalterable  without  the  consent  of 
Congress,  which  expressly  excepts  from  the  prohi- 
bition all  purchasers  of  tne  United  States.  The 
whole  power  given,  then,  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  rest  of  the  constitution,  is  to  exclude  free  blacks 
and  mulattoes  from  the  State,  except  purchasers 
of  every  description,  before  the  act  of  exclusion, 
and  purchasers  of  the  United  States,  whetho-  be- 
fore or  after.  Inasnmch,  then,  as  we  find  express 
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UmitatioQS  to  this  power,  and  the  word  "  all "  Dot 
iaserted  in  the  prohibitioQ,  and  the  members  of 
the  l^islature  bound  br  oath  to  Biniport  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  woaia  it  not  be  fair 
to  expound  thb  clause  to  extend  to  those  caaes  onljr 
whien  aie  not  repugnant  to  this  Contititution  1 

Having^  as  it  is  mieved,  ascertained  the  extent 
and  meaning  of  the  clause  objected  to,  let  u&  be- 
fore we  proceed  to  a  discussion  of  the  part  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  said  to  be  in- 
fringed, glaDce  for  a  moment  at  some  of  the  incon- 
ventences  wbich  would  result  from  denying  to  a 
State  the  power  to  exclude  free  blacks  and  mulat- 
tocs. 

These  are  an  unfortunate  class.  They,  or  their 
ancestors,  having  been  subjected  to  the  control  of 
a  master,  are  most  of  tbem  ignorant  and  poor,  and 
many  of  them  infirm,  decrepid,  and  vicious.  Their 
vices  and  frailties  render  them  an  encumltfance.  if 
not  a  nuisanc^  wherever  they  reside.  It  is  just 
that  tbe  evils  arising  from  mch  a  popalation  should 
be  sustained  by  thue  who  have  had  the  benefit  of 
their  labor,  and  who  have  contributed  in  some 
measure  to  their  degradation.  To  confine  them 
to  the  State  by  whose  laws  they  or  their  ancestors 
were  enslaved,  and  compel  that  State  to  adminis- 
ter to  tbeir  relief  without  imposins  a  harden  on 
their  neighbors,  comports  as  well  with  justice 
as  humanity.  These  reasons  have  prevailed  in 
almost  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  have  pro- 
duced exclusion  laws  of  the  same  character  and 
principle,  and  of  greater  extent,  than  the  offensive 
clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  The  people 
of  Missouri,  possessing  a  territory  whose  soil  and 
products  would  not  admit  of  a  numerous  slave 
population,  whose  extent  and  climate  would  afford 
facilities  to  emigrants,  and  whose  vicinity  to  States 
and  Territories  navinga  crowdedUaek  population, 
would  induce  an  inundation  of  this  deaeription  of 
people,  have  thought  it  prudent,  the  better  to  ikcil- 
itate  the  emancipation  of  their  own  slaves,  and  to 
improve  the  condition  of  their  own  free  blacks 
and  mulattoesj  to  prohibit  their  emigration  from 
other  States. 

If  a  State  does  not  possess  this  power,  the  con- . 
dition  of  the  non-staveholding  States  is  most  alarm- 
ing. A  free  black  population  is  fast  increasing 
and  gaining  upon  the  -whites,  in  the  slaveholding 
'States.  An  asylum  for  these  unfortunate  people 
is  now  become  important,  and  will  be  more  so. 
This  has  been  an  object  of  solicitude  with  all  the 
colonization  and  abolition  societies,  and  all  the 
friends  of  freedom  and  humanity.  Slaves  would 
be  manumitted  if  they  could  be  transported.  But 
to  let  them  loose  among  an  already  crowded  free 
black  population,  woola  make  them  miwrable  and 
dangerous.  Send  than  to  St.  Domingo,  you  sab- 
ject  them  to  the  disposal  of  a  cruel  tyrant ;  trans- 
port tbem  to  Africa,  and  they  are  food  for  pesti- 
toice ;  colonize  them  on  the  Columbia  river,  and 
they  will  be  butchered  and  eaten  by  the  Indians. 

To  this  time,  no  suitable  place  has  been  found 
whidi  affi>rded  a  safe  and  comfortable  retreat  for 
the  emancipated  slave.  But  this  doctrine  has 
solved  the  doubt  and  removed  the  difficulty.  Free 
blacks  are  citizens  and  may  go  where  they  will,  or 
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where  their  enumcipators  shall  please  to  send.  All 
the  slaves  in  a  State  may  be  made  free  at  once,  on 
condition  of  thar  removal  to  a  non-slavdiolding 
State,  and  this  'State  cannot  nrevoit  it.  The 
New  England  Slates  are  probably  in  little  danger 
from  this  principle.  It  is  the  States  bordering  on 
the  slaveholding  States  which  will  experience  its 
tendency  and  ^ect.  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
are  now  thinly  populated  and  little  cultivated. 
Vast  tracts  of  land  in  them  are  owned  by  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  State  of  Virginia,  for  example, 
might  purchase  some  millions  of  acres  and  parcel 
them  out  in  small  lots,  as  gratuities  to  her  free 
blackswho  should  emigrateand  settle  them.  Such 
an  event  would  probably  create  no  uneasiness  at 
first,  in  a  State  which  had  the  power  at  any  time 
to  prevent  it.  The  non-slaveholding  States  might 
even  for  tbe  sake  of  humanity  encourage  it,  haV' 
ing  a  discretion  at  all  times  to  check  u  when  it 
should  beeomedangerous.  Bat  to  be  forced,  against 
our  will,  to  receive  free  blacks  from  the  slavehold- 
ing States,  is  a  doctrine  that  I,  as  a  northern  man, 
do  not  80  folly  relish,  and  to  which  I  cannot  sub- 
scribe without  the  fullest  examination  and  strong- 
est necessity.  This  effect  has  been  perceived,  and 
some  have  attempted  to  avoid  it  by  making  a  dis- 
tinction between  tiree  and  freed  blacks.  The  former 
only  having  been  born  free,  it  is  said,  are  citizens. 
The  latter  ate  a  degraded  class^  not  entitled  to  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens,  and  can  there- 
tore  be  prohibited  from  entering  and  settling  in  a 
State.  This  distinction  is  entirely  visionary.  It 
neither  comports  with  reason  nor  humanity.  It  is 
the  local  authority,  the  State  sovereignty  which 
makes  a  slave.  The  same  supreme  power  which 
deprives  a  man  of  his  freedom  can  restore  it,  and 
restore  it,  too,  in  its  highest  perfection.  The  same 
povrer  which  makes  a  slave  can  make  him  free, 
and  advance  him  to  the  highest  privileees  of  a  cit- 
izen. If  this  power  does  not  eust  in  toe  States,  it 
exists  nowhere ;  and  this  absurdity  vrould  neces- 
sarily follow,  that  there  is  no  jMwer  in  this  coun- 
try to  convert  a  slave  into  a  citizen.  The  Coiuti- 
tution  of  the  United  States  gives  no  such  right  to 
Congress.  They  have  the  power  to  establish  uni- 
form rules  of  naturalization ;  but  naturalizatum  is 
the  converting  a  foreigner  into  a  citizen.  To  sup- 
pose an  emancipated  negro,  whose  ancestors  had 
resided  here  ever  since  tbe  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try, and  who  had  never  quitted  the  plantation 
where  he  was  bom,  could  be  made  a  citizen  by 
naturalization,  and  in  nootii^  way,  is  an  absurdity 
too  gross  and  palpable  to  be  seriously  entertained. 
It  hence  follows,  inevitably,  that  an  emancipated 
slave  may,  if  the  State  will  it.  be  placed  on  the 
same  footmg  as  any  other  free  Uack,  and  one  mar 
be  a  citizen  as  w^  as  the  other.  The  State  which 
gave  them  their  freedom  for  purposes  of  emigration 
would  take  care  to  obtain  its  object  by  braaking 
down  this  distinction  if  it  ever  existed. 

The  honoraUe  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
disregards  this  distinction,  uid  takes  broader  ground 
still.  His  definition  of  a  citizen  compreh^ds  ail 
the  inhabitants  except  slaves  and  foreigners.  With 
free  blacks  and  mulattoes,  he  includes  convicts,  dis- 
solute persona,  paupers,  and  vagabonds.   Yet  he 
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seems  to  admit  that  a  State  may  exclude  for  per- 
sonal demerit.  And  who  establishes  the  standard 
of  merit,  and  makes  the  discriniination  ?  The 
State.  By  what  rule  is  it  eoremed  ?  Discretion, 
policy,  expediency.  It  is  ue  Slate  law  which  de- 
fines who  are  worthy  of  a  residence  within  the 
State.  What,  then,  becomes  of  his  defiDiti(a^  bat 
that  it  inclades  all  nit  those  which  a  State  may, 
in  its  discietion,  except?  IfaStatecan  fixaname 
of  disgnce  or  dement  on  any  population,  and  ex- 
clude them,  the  point  is  yielded  that  free  blacks 
may  be  excluded. 

If  this  definition  of  the  honorable  gentleman  be 
eorreet,  it  would  be  much  the  safest  inference  that 
one  State  might  exclude  all  the  population  of 
another,  except  those  which  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  specially  authorizes.  Self-pro- 
tection seems  to  require  that  a  State  should  retain 
the  power  to  prerent  a  troublesome  or  dangerous 
population.  In  doing  this,  they  might  exclude 
those  who  are  useful  and'  respectable.  Of  this 
there  is  no  danger.  The  State  from  which  they 
woold  emigrate  would  not  wish  to  spare  them ; 
and  that  to  which  they  would  come,  would  always 
fiDd  it  ibr  its  interest  to  recelTC  them.  The  Ckm- 
stitution  of  the  United  States  would  provide  for 
all  who  hare  a  duty  to  perform  under  that  Con- 
stitution, and  the  laws;  members  of  Congress, 
and  judges  of  courts,  must  perform  federal  duties. 
The  President  must  command  the  Army  and 
Nary  and  the  Militia,  when  service ;  the  sol- 
diers must  be  called  to  suppress  insurrection  and 
repel  invasion.  To  all  these  and  others,  having 
federal  duties  to  perform,  &e  Constitution  says 
"  go and  a  State  cannot  oppose.  The  clause  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  said  to  be 
infringed  by  this  of  Missouri,  by  no  means  repels 
this  coastraetioo.  The  citizens  of  one  State  are 
to  enjoy  "  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens'*  when  "in"  another.  The  State  is  left 
at  its  option  whether  it  will  receive  the  citizens  of 
another  as  residents.  It  may  impose  restrictions 
which  amount  to  prohilntioaj  but  if  the  citizen 
does  come,  by  express  or  implied  oonsent,  this 
danae  secaies  him  "the  privilcses  and  immuni- 
ties," and  sclgects  him  to  the  duties  and  disaluli- 
ties  of  citizens. 

I  do  not  say  that  this  construction  admits  of  no 
doubts  or  difficulties.  But  I  do  say,  that,  upon 
this  tvoad  definition,  it  is  the  safest  and  most  con- 
sistent with  the  practice  and  rights  of  the  States. 
And  I  can  never  admit  the  principle  that  free 
blacks  of  any  description,  and  to  any  extent,  may 
fix  their  residence  in  a  State  against  its  consent. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Shith,^  with  much  talent  and  industry,  has 
given  us  a  history  of  the  practice,  and  proved  that 
this  power  claimed  by  Missouri  has  been  exercised 
by  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  the  right 
has  never  before  been  questioned.  The  subject 
has  been  so  folly  and  aolT  presented,  that  no  fur- 
ther tune  need  be  occupied  m  discusnn^  it. 

Permit  me  now  to  take  a  different  view  of  the 
snlfjee^  and  endeavor  to  present  a  construction  of 
the  Constitatioo  which  will  avoid  the  difficulties. 

Oentlemeo,  I  apprehend,  reason  from  vrrong 
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premises.  In  the  broad  and  comprehensive  defi- 
nition of  citizen^  ties  the  error.  Let  us  endeavor 
to  select  a  meaning  for  the  word  which  will  com- 
port with  the  Constitution,  the  practice,  and  the 
convenience.  The  Constitutiou  of  the  United 
States  has  nowhere  defined  it ;  it  occurs  on  five 
different  occasions  in  that  Constitution — in  pre- 
scribing the  qualification  of  Representative,  sen- 
ator, and  President,  in  giving  jurisdiction  to  the 
Federal  Court,  and  in  the  controverted  clause.  In 
the  three  first  cases^  no  one  will  pretend  that  it  is 
to  be  taken  in  this  unlimited  sense.  That  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  that  blacks 
and  mulattoes  might  be  members  of  Congress  or 
Presidents,  is  a  supposition  too  absurd  to  he  for  a 
moment  entertained.  Grentlemen,  with  all  their 
humanity,  to  be  obliged  to  sit  in  this  Senate  by  a 
black  man,  would  consider  their  rights  invaded. 
The  section  of  the  Constitution  which  gives  juris- 
diction to  the  courts,  uses  it  in  a  difierent  sense, 
but  gives  it  no  precise  definition.  If  all  entitled  to 
be  parties  to  suits  are  citizens,  and  those  only,  then 
a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  the  community 
are  excluded,  and  probaDlr  resident  foreigners  in- 
cluded. The  word  nere  is  uaptly  used,  and  intend- 
ed in  this  case  to  mean  the  same  as  inhalntant. 
The  laws  of  Congress  are  as  deficient  in  furnish- 
ing a  meaning  as  the  Constitution.  But,  as  the 
naturalization  laws  have  uniformly  restricted  the 
right  to  become  citizens  to  free  lehite  persons,  so 
far  as  practice  is  to  influence  a  decision,  it  is  in 
favor  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  objectionable 
clause. 

The  word  was  never  used  by  the  ancient  Re- 
publics, but  to  include  privileges  and  immunities 
of  a  high  character.  In  the  Grecian  States,  these 
privileges  were  preserved  with  much  tenacity,  and 
conferred  with  much  solemnity.  The  Romans 
divided  their  inhabitants  into  citizens,  subjects, 
freedmen,  and  slaves.  To  be  a  Roman  citizen 
was  a  proud  distinction,  and  carried  with  it  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  of  the  highest  order.  Afta 
the  subversion  of  the  Roman  Empire,  and  some 
time  in  the  eleventh  century,  cities  began  to  be 
established  or  incorporated  in  Europe,  and  first  in 
Italy,  and  the  inhabitants  entitled  to  tiieir  freedom 
and  liberties  were  called  citizens.  These,  princi- 
pally, were  to  elect  and  be  elected,and  to  bear  arms 
m  their  own  defence,  under  commanders  of  their 
own  choice. 

The  best  definition  of  citizen,  according  to 
European  writers,  which  I  have  been  able  to  find, 
is  "  a  native  or  inhabitant  of  a  city,  vested  with 
its  freedom  and  liberties."  The  "freedom  and 
liberties,"  or  "  privileges  and  immunities"  essen- 
tial to  a  citizen,  were  those  I  have  mentioned ; 
and,  although  the  name  was  originally  confined  to 
the  inhabitant  of  a  city,  yet  when'these  principles 
were  difiiised  among  and  conferred  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  eoumtrjfy  they,  having  the  same  attri- 
butes, took  the  same  name. 

The  rights  of  an  American  citizen  are  essen- 
tially the  same :  to  elect,  be  elected,  and  bear  arms 
in  his  defmce ;  they  are  essential,  for,  divest  him 
of  thes^  and  you  divest  him  ot  his  citizenship. 
He  hn  other  essential  rights,  such  as  those  of  prop- 
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erty  and  personal  security  under  the  protection  of 
laws  fairly  administered ;  but  he  has  inese  in  com- 
mon with  foreigners,  and  in  some  respects  with 
slaves.  No  person  can  be  said  to  be  entitled  to 
the  privileges  of  an  American  citizen,  unless  he 
can  have  an  agency  in  the  formation  or  adminis- 
tration of  the  laws ;  that  agency  may  be  prospect- 
ive, but  a  perpetual  exclusion  from  this  deprives 
him  of  the  essential  attributes  of  a  citizen  i  but 
these  attributes  are  conferred  or  withheld  by  the 
will  of  the  State,  legally  or  constitutionally  ex- 

S tressed ;  a  citizen,  therefore,  has  his  character 
rom  the  State  of  whicli  he  is  a  member ;  the 
State  ma^  deprive  him  of  it,  and  &gam  restore  it 
back ;  as  it  can  totally  destroy  it,  so  it  can  create 
it  in  its  highest  perfection.  It  would  seem,  then, 
inevitaUe  that,  masmuch  as  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zenship are  conferred  or  withheld  by  each  State 
at  its  will,  they  may  be  and  almost  unavoidably 
must  be  different  in  different  States.  The  ques- 
tion then  presents,  what  "privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  have  the  free  blacks  of  Missouri  t 
And  we  see  at  once  they  have  none.  By  the  char- 
ter which  you  made  for  them,  free  blacks  can  nei- 
ther elect  nor  be  elected,  and  this  disability  is  made 
perpetual  by  their  constitution.  By  the  existing 
territorial  laws  they'  cannot  bear  arms  without  b&- 
ing  housekeepers  and  having  a  license  from  the 
civil  authority ;  nor  act  as  jurors  in  any  case,  nor 
testify  as  witnesses,  except  in  suits  between  per- 
sons of  their  own  color.  The  free  black  of  Mis- 
soori,  then,  has  no  privile^  of  citizenship  there. 
Then,  can  a  free  black  citizen  of  Maine  have  any 
greater  privileges  or  immunities  in  Missouri,  tluin 
ner  own  free  Idacks  ?  Does  a  citizen  of  one  State 
going  to  another  carry  his  political  condition  with 
him  or  assume  that  of  the  State  where  he  goes? 
The  former  principle  breaks  down  every  qualifi- 
cation required  by  a  constitution  of  a  State,  and 
authorizes  one  State  to  confer  privileges  for  the 
whole.  No  gentleman  has,  I  believe,  pretended 
to  insist  on  such  a  construction.  A  citizen  of  Maine 
entitled  to  elect  and  be  elected,  goes  to  Virginia ; 
the  constitution  of  Maine  made  him  an  elector 
viUiout  property  and  with  a  year's  residence^  that 
of  Virginia  requires  a  freehold  and  further  resi- 
dence ;  does  he  instantaneously  become  en  d«;tor 
in  Virainia,  or  must  he  be  subjected  to  the  disalMli- 
ties  oiviiiguiians  conditioned  like  him  ?  He  must 
sutaiit  of  course  to  the  lam  of  the  State  to  which 
he  goes.  But  in  Maine  a  free  black  is  a  citizoi ; 
he  goes  to  Virginia— can  he  there  have  any  other 
privil^^  and  immunities  than  the  free  blacks  of 
Vimuia  ?  By  the  same  rule,  certainly  not ;  if  he 
could,  the  free  Uacks  of  Virginia  might  emigrate 
to  Maine,  tarry  a  year,  become  electors  there,  and 
return,  bringing  with  them  the  elective  iraochise, 
which  they  could  exercise  in  spite  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Virginia.  A  person,  then,  going  from  one 
State  to  another,  takes  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities, and  is  subject  to  all  the  restraints  and 
disabilities  as  to  residence,  property,  age,  and  color, 
of  the  people  of  the  State  where  heroes.  If,  then, 
free  bucks  and  mulattoes  going  into  Missouri 
could  have  no  privilqies  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens when  there,  she  has  a  right  to  exclude  thm. 


Their  right  to  go  is  only  by  inference.  They  are 
entitled,  you  say,  to  certain  privileges  and  immu- 
nities when  there;  and  therefore  they  have  a  right 
to  go.  We  answer,  they  are  entitled  to  no  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens,  when  there ;  and 
therefore  Missouri  has  a  right  to  exclude  them. 

A  contrary  decisioD  would  moreover  be  against 
alt  precedent,  and  the  constant  practice  of  most  of 
the  States  in  the  Union.  When  a  contest  for 
power  between  the  United  States  and  a  State  oc- 
curs, it  becomes  this  Senate  jealously  to  guard 
those  rights  which  it  was  constituted  to  fveserre. 
The  tendency  of  the  Federal  Government  is  to 
acquire  by  ^low  and  imperceptible  encroachments 
on  the  rights  of  the  States — one  acquisition  may 
succeed  another  nntU  there  shall  be  nothing  left. 

It  is,  furthermore,  unusual  strictly  to  scrutinize 
every  clause  of  a  constitution  of  a  new  State,  on 
her  admission  into  the  Union.  Reject  a  State  for 
one  objectionable  clause,  and,  if  you  err,  the  error 
cannot  be  easily  corrected.  Admit  her,  and,  if  a 
clause  is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  ino]>erative  and  void,  and 
would  be  annulled  by  a  judicial  decision.  The 
State  would  be,  in  the  Umon,  pruned  of  the  offen- 
sive limb,  and  the  residue  of  her  constitution  would 
remain. 

This  is  a  question  which  may  be  very  safdy 
trusted  with  the  Judiciary.  Who  are  the  parties 
to  the  compact  in  the  act  of  last  session?  The 
United  States  aAd  Missouri.  Missouri  contends 
that  she  has  complied  with  the  terms,  and  demands 
a  fulfilment  on  our  part.  We  refuse,  and  charge 
her  with  a  failure  to  fulfil  her  stipulations.  Who 
is  to  decide  7  Will  we  insist  on  deciding  our  own 
case,  or  will  we  consent  to  the  decbion  of  an  um- 
pire? There  is  no  risk  on  ow  part  in  submitting  the 
question  to  the  Supreme  Court.  In  questions  of 
State  and  Federal  powers,  they  have,  I  believe, 
never  been  suspected  of  leaning  very  far  in  favor  of 
the  former.  Indeed,  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  men 
placed  as  they  are  to  do  it.  Their  origin,  com- 
pensation, responsibility,  and  pride,  all  forbid  it. 
If  the  people  of  Missouri  are  willing  to  submit  to 
this  tribunal^  we  act  not  as  an  honorable  man 
would  act  with  bis  neighbor  if  we  refuse. 

But  suppose  you  insist  on  the  objection.  Is  it 
by  any  means  certain  that  you  may  not  produce  a 
state  of  things  perrdiexinf,  if  not  dangerous?  I  do 
not  pretend  uat  Missouri  will  resist  your  author- 
itj.  My  fear  is,  that  you  cannot  agree  to  exer- 
cise it 

Suppose  a  case,  not  improbable, — suppose  Mis- 
souri rejected  by  a  disagreement  between  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress — one  branch  believing  that 
she  has  complied  with  the  conditions,  is  a  State, 
and  entitled  to  admission;  the  other  betiering  that 
she  has  failed  to  comply,  and  must  retire  back  to 
her  territorial  condition.  You  promised  Missouri 
two  things— a  State  government,  and  admission 
into  the  Union.  She  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  one, 
and  demands  the  other.  One  House  of  Congress 
is  willing  she  should  enjoy  the  other,  and  the  other 
House  refuses  and  demands  that  she  should  yield 
up  what  she  nas  obtained.  One  House  having  a 
negative  on  the  other,  what  conld  be  done  t  The 
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necessity  should  be  strong,  and  the  case  dear,  be- 
fore I  woald  hazard  such  a  state  of  things.  But, 
90  &.r  from  the  case  beine  clear,  and  the  necessity 
strong,  it  is  manifest,  I  uink,  that  y<Hi  hare  no 
power,  and,  if  yoo  bad.  it  is  not  onljr  unnecessary, 
but  impolitic  and  unsaib  to  exercise  it.  The  prop- 
ositions npon  which  I  nare  insisted,  and  endea- 
Tored  to  maintain,  are  these : 

The  "  privileges  and  immunities"  of  citizens  are 
nowhere  ei  tended  to  free  blacks  and  mulattoes,  by 
the  Constitation  of  the  United  States  nor  laws  of 
Congress. 

The  constitation  and  laws  of  the  StMes  are  alone 
eanUile  of  conferring  them. 

The  Slate  of  Missouri  has  not  conferred  them 
on  this  class  of  her  population. 

Black  citizens  of  oiner  States  aconire  no  other 
priTilc^  and  immunities  there  than  nerown  black 
porolauon. 

But  the  latter  are  not  citizens  there,  nor  are  the 
former;  and,  as  the  fbnnet  could  have  no  jviri- 
leges  and  immunities  of  eitixens  there,  they  may 
be  excluded. 

Mr.  Otis,  of  Hassachusettit,  said  that,  in  pre- 
senting to  the  Senate  a  few  general  observations 
upon  ue  question  before  them,  he  would  take  Leave 
to  begin  where  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Holmes,)  who  had  just  sat  down,  bad  left  off. 
That  gentleman  had  enlarged  upon  the  conse- 
quences to  be  apprehended  from  tne  rejection  of 
Missouri,  under  Eer  present  constitution,  in  terms 
adapted  to  excite  alarm.  But  while  he  admitted 
that,  in  all  cases,  where  discretion  can  be  exer- 
cised, the  consequences  of  measures,  as  they  might 
afl^t  not  only  the  welfare  but  the  feelings  of  the 
people,  and  their  disposition  to  execute  uie  laws, 
should  justly  be  regarded ;  yet  when  the  dictates  oi 
conscience,  and  the  obligation  of  oaths,  and  lan- 
guage of  the  Constitution,  left  no  alternative,  it 
was  the  part  of  those  who  had  duties  to  perform 
to  discharge  them  with  firmness,  after  due  deliber- 
atioD,  and  to  trust  to  the  consequences  and  effects. 
This  would  be  his  course,  under  any  view  to  be 
iinagioed,  of  the  reception  of  the  fate  of  their  ap- 
plication for  admission  by  the  good  people  of  Mis- 
souri. But  he  did  not  permit  himself  to  induln 
any  fears  of  mich  results  as  bad  been  intinuttra. 
H>s  respect  for  that  people,  and  his  persuasion  of 
their  knowledge  of  their  true  interests,  banished 
from  hb  mind  every  suspicion  of  a  temper  that 
would  Lead  them  to  adopt  rash  and  violent  meas- 
ures, and  embroil  themselves  with  the  Union  upon ' 
a  question  of  Constitutional  law,  which  it  would 
be  so  much  easier  to  settle  by  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment. He  was  sorry  that  ibu  question  had  arisen, 
and  had  presumed  that  the  people  of  Missoun 
would  have  placed  themselves  in  a  condition  to 
claim  their  admission,  upon  the  ground  of  a  com- 
pliance with  the  terms  held  forth  to  them  by  Con- 
gress ;  and  thus  to  have  disarmed  the  opposition  of 
such  of  the  former  minority  as  might  have  con- 
sidered those  terms  binding  on  the  public  faith. 
But  this  they  bad  not  done,  and,  although  some 
inconvenience  might  be  attached  to  the  course 
they  had  taken,  the  only  remedy  could  be  found  in 
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a  course  of  reasonable  and  moderate  measures  tm 
thepart  of  themselves  and  their  friends. 

The  resolution  upon  the  taUe,  said  Mr.  O.,  con- 
tains a  proposition,  which  Congress  is  either  bound 
to  adopt  of  cours^  as  a  ministerial  act,  or  uptm 
which  they  are  entitled  to  exercise  a  sound  discre- 
tion. But  propositions  of  the  first  description, 
catting  upon  Congress  to  register  the  acts  of  ano- 
ther State,  and  to  do,  pro ./t>raa,  what  was  already 
done  in  substance  witoout  their  consent,  were,  as 
he  humbly  conceived,  anomalies  oitirely  unknown 
to  the  Constitution,  and  not  recognised  by  any 
rules  or  proceeding  of  this  House. 

Under  the  sanction  of  an  act  of  Congress,  the 
p«)ple  of  Missouri  have  been  authorized  to  form  a 
constitution,  subject  to  certain  limitations  and  con- 
ditions, and  thereupon  to  become  an  int^;ral  part 
of  the  Union.  How^  then,  is  it  possible  to  advance 
a  step  without  reading  and  examining  their  con- 
stitution, and  deciding  upon  the  fact  whether  or 
not  they  have  complied  with  these  terms?  To  a 
certain  extent,  he  presumed,  this  investigation 
would  be  admitted  on  i^l  sides  to  be  indispensable : 
without  who  can  tell  whether  she  haa  confined 
herself  within  the  prescribed  territorial  limits? 
Who  would  know  that  she  had  not  extended  her 
claim  of  jurisdiction  to  the  Rocky  mountains? 
We  may  also  be  entitled  to  ascertain  whether  she 
has  established  a  republican  or  a  monarchical  gov- 
ernment; whether  she  arrogates  the  power  of  mak- 
ing peace  and  war,  regulatiiig  commerce,  collect- 
ing imposts,  or  other  powers  inhibited  in  express 
terms  of  tbe  Constitution  to  the  several  States.  If, 
then,  we  not  only  may  cany  our  researches  thus 
far,  but  should  be  bound  in  duty  not  to  shut  our 
eyes  against  these  flagrant  assumptions  of  power, 
who  will  say  where  the  line  of  discrimination  be- 
gins, and  class  under  their  proper  heads  those  in- 
vasions of  the  Constitution  which  we  are  held  to 
notice,  and  those  at  which  it  behooves  us  to 
winki 

Gentlemen  who  deny  this  right  of  Congress  to 
decide  uprai  a  question  placed  before  diem  for  de- 
cision, insist  with  great  vehemence  that  Missouri 
is  a  State,  and,  of  consequence,  that  her  members 
are  entitled  to  their  seats:  and  if  she  be  not  a 
St^  they  call  upon  us  to  describe  her  actual  con- 
dition, and  to  say  what  she  is.  But,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  inference  which  seems  unavoidable,  that, 
upon  this  hypothesis,  the  proceedings  of  Conness 
are  superfluous,  and  the  foundation  for  all  debate 
is  removed,  and  the  members  need  only  ofier  them- 
selves to  be  qualified ;  it  might  with  equal  truth  be 
affirmed  that  Missouri  would  be  a  State,  if  she 
had  made  a  Qovemor  for  life,  or  instituted  an 
hereditary  Senate,  or  claimed  the  public  lands,  or, 
in  many  other  particulars,  trenched  upon  the  rights 
of  tbe  General  Government,  and  held  the  terms  of 
the  proffered  admission  in  contempt  But  the  a»> 
sumption  of  her  being  a  State  is  a  fallacy— a  begf* 

Sing  of  the  qnestion--and  an  illusion,  arising  from 
le  repetition  of  a  high-soimdiiw  word.  In  truth, 
the  people  of  the  Umted  States,  by  their  Congress, 
are  parties  to  an  executory  contract.  The  people 
of  Missouri  are  the  oUier  parties.  The  fomm  hare 
granted  to  the  latter  the  faculty  of  becoming  a 
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State,  when,  among  other  things,  they  shall  have 
formed  a  coDstitution  not  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Now,  by  what  law 
or  usage,  or  priacii}le  of  natural  equity,  does  a 
party,  woo,  by  certaiD  acts  to  be  performed  on  his 
part,  is  to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  subsequent 
act  to  be  performed  by  aaother  patty,  become  the 
sole  judge  of  his  own  fulfilment  and  perfect  claim? 
Has  not  the  party  who  is  called  upon  to  make  the 
last  concession  a  right  to  be  satisfied  ?  If  there  be 
a  controversy  and  a  tribunal,  will  not  this  last 
mentioned  party  stand  upon  his  defence?  In  the 
ordinary  transactions  of  civil  life  thcTe  could  be 
no  doubt.  Why,  then,  is  it  expected  that  Con- 
fess should  surrender  an  advantage  which  every 
individual  would  retain  ?  Congress,  it  may  be  saia, 
cannot  be  arraigned  before  any  tribunal,  neither 
can  it  be  impleaded  upon  any  of  the  innumerable 
private  pecuniary  claims  that  are  constantly  made 
upon  its  justice.  In  these  cases  it  invariably  makes 
a  law  for  itself.  Doubtful  claims  are  always  re- 
jected ;  and  there  could  be  no  consistency  in  re- 
serving scrupulously  the  power  of  deciding  upon 
demands  for  money  and  services,  which  are  onen 
paltry  and  insignificant,  and  sfarinkinjBT  from  de- 
cisions which  involve  tne  civil  or  political  rights 
o[  anv  portion  of  the  people,  however  ^r  and 
humble  their  condition.  It  is^  then,  entirely  fal- 
lacioos  to  insist  that  Missouri,  by  taking  advan- 
tage of  her  own  wtona.  has  become  a  State,  and 
precluded  your  right  m  inquiring  into  her  condi- 
tion. The  fallacy  is  apparent  when  the  inquiry  is 
made,  is  she  a  State  of  that  description  which  is 
entitled  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union?  This  in- 
volves the  further  questions.  Is  her  constitution 
republican  1  Is  it  conformable  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  ?  Has  she  complied  with  the 
precedent  conditions  annexed  to  her  grant?  If  in 
these  points  her  constitution  is  defective,  it  is  not 
incutnbent  on  those  who  oppose  her  admission  to 
waive  their  ol^ections  in  consequence  of  the  change 
of  name  or  organization ;  neither  is  it  essential  to 

five  her  a  name,  or  to  define  the  heteroclite  con- 
ition  in  which  she  has  jJaeed  hersdf ;  thoturh  be 
saw  no  diflBcuIty  in  saying  she  was  yet  a  Terri- 
tory, in  her  transit  towards  the  condition  of  one  of 
the  United  States,  and  none  in  providing  by  law 
(especially  with  a  kindly  concurrence  on  the  part 
of  that  people)  for  an  adaptation  of  the  present 
form  of  her  government  to  her  territorial  condition, 
until  that  should  be  changed. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  asserted,  with  great  confidence,  that  several 
States  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union  without 
any  evidence  to  be  found  on  record  of  an  exami- 
nation into  the  provisions  of  their  constitution. 
«  Several  of  those  States  were  without  constitu- 
tion^" and,  "  why,"  exclaimed  the  gentieman,  tri- 
umphantly, "do  you  not  issue  a  mo  warranto 
agamstRhode  Island  and  other  Slates  7"  To  this, 
said  BAr.  O.,  the  answer  is  most  obvions.  Rhode 
Island,  Vermont,  and  North  Carolina,  had  the 
option,  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Federal 
Government,  of  becoming  parties  to  it  at  pleastire. 
They  were  independent  States,  acting  as  snch,  and 
their  constitutioDs  or  fonus  of  govcmineat  vere 
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subjects  of  notoriety  to  the  other  States  with  whom 
they  had  united  under  the  Old  Confederation. 
They  did  not  adopt  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  at  the  same  epoch  with  the  other  States, 
but  there  was  a  perfect  understandingf  of  their 
being  at  liberty  to  send  in  thar  adhesion ;  and, 
when  they  did  so,  nothing  was  wanting  but  laws 
extending  to  them  the  jurisdiction  of  ue  Union. 
In  respect  to  every  other  State,  it  was  manifest 
that  their  several  constitotitms  had  been  salnnitted 
to  the  inspection  of  Congress,  as  would  be  demon- 
strated by  a  recurrence  to  its  acts,  and  although 
the  form  of  the  resolutions  adopted  of  late  years 
had  not  been  originally  observed.  The  State  of 
Virginia,  by  an  act  of  December,  1789,  authorized 
Kentucky  to  become  a  State  at  some  period  sub- 
sequent to  1791,  at  a  time  to  be  fixed  bjr  the  people. 
They  accordingly  formed  a  constitution,  and  de- 
termined that  the  era  of  its  active  supremacy 
should  be  in  June,  1792.  Meanwhile  Ctmgress 
convened,  and  determii»d  on  the  same  time  for  its 
admission  into  the  Union,  and,  bj  necessary  in- 
tendment, must  have  had  before  tnem  the  consti- 
tution as  it  had  been  adojrted.  In  the  act  extend- 
ing to  Ohio  the  benefit  of  certain  lava  of  the 
Union,  there  is  an  express  recomition  of  her  hav- 
ing fltuned  a  repuUican  form  of  government.  In 
the  instance  of  Tennessee,  there  was  a  debate  upon 
a  clause  in  her  constitution,  which  shows  that  the 
instrument  was  before  Congress ;  and,  since  the 
time  of  her  admission,  a  more  precise  fontnality 
has  been  observed  in  every  instance.  Nothing, 
therefore,  he  contended,  was  to  be  gained  by  the 
gentleman's  reliance  upon  precedents,  which  were 
all  against  him.  Having  thus,  (continued  Mr.  O.,) 
established  it  to  be  the  right  and  dutv  of  Congress 
to  examine  this  instrument,  he  should  proceed  to 
state  and  to  support  his  objection  arising  upon  the 
face  of  it,  and  it  was  shortly  to  the  clause  which 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  the  new 
State  to  prevent  the  ingress  and  settlemoitof  free 
people  of  color,  under  an;^  pretext  wlutsoever, 
within  its  boundaries.  This  requisition  being,  at 
first  blush,  iu  palpaUe  collision  with  the  clause  of 
the  Uniteid  States'  Constitution  which  provides 
for  a  community  of  rights  for  the  citizens  of  one 
State  with  those  of  any  other  State  into  which  we 
may  go,  there  is  no  refuge  from  the  objection  but 
in  a  bold  denial  of  the  fact,  that  free  persons  of 
color  may  be  citizens  of  some  one  State.  And,  to 
do  justice  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen,  it  must  be 
allowed  they  enter  the  lists  with  manly  frankness, 
and,  in  so  many  words,  deny  to  people  of  color 
this  capacity  of^  citizenship ;  and  it  follows  as  a 
corollary,  that  they  deny  also  the  right  of  any  one 
Slate  to  confer  that  capacity  upon  them.  They 
call  upon  us  to  show  what  constitutes  a  citizen, 
and  especially  to  prove  that  persons  of  color  were 
at  all  considered  as  coming  under  that  denomina- 
tion, in  any  compact  made  with  each  other  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  It  would  require 
more  time  than  could  be  fairly  claimed  by  anv  in- 
dividual, to  do  justice  to  this  subject  under  aU  its 
aspects,  but  he  trusted  a  very  few  remarks  wotdd 
be  sufficient  for  a  satisfactory  confutation  of  this 
novel  theory.  For  his  greater  security,  however, 
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he  would  confine  himself  to  the  circumstaDces 
wiiich  would  gire  to  a  maa  the  right  of  citizenship 
in  Massachusetts;  for  if  a  man  of  color  could  be 
a  citizen  therc^  he  would  carry  his  pririlege  else- 
where. In  that  State,  he  said,  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  the  people  were  ctMisidered  as  retaining 
all  aich  portions  of  the  common  law  of  England 
as  were  apfdicable  to  their  circumstances.  By 
that  law,  the  people  of  England  were  distinguished 
into  citizens,  denizensj  and  aliens.  In  Massachu- 
setts, they  were  also  eitha  citizens  or  aliens ;  and 
be  had  no  douht  he  might  safely  contend  tut  in 
all  ikt  Slates  they  were  either  citizeiis,  aliois,  or 
alares.  All  penons  hom  within  the  realm  of 
En^and  were  citizens.  All  persons  bom  in  Mas- 
sacEoKtts,  of  free  parents,  were  citizens ;  and  all 
persons  in  that  Stat&  not  aliens  or  slavey  (and 
there  could  be  uoae  of  the  latlo-,  thouffh  perhaps 
a  fogitlTe  slaTe  might  hare  heat  omsideFed  as  an 
alien  prior  to  the  federal  stiiNUatioDs  on  that  point,) 
were  (^eoaseqnenee  five  citizens. 

To  this  rdationship  of  a  free  citizen  to  his  State, 
jTOtecdon  and  alle^nce  were  the  necessary  in- 
cidents, and  these  imply,  of  necessity,  a  right  to 
reside  within  the  juriraiction,  and  to  be  secure  of 
life,  liberty,  and  property,  under  the  guardianship 
of  the  laws.  Brery  citizen  is  held  to  serre  the 
State  in  time  of  ptri)ue  danger  and  of  war,  and  to 
omtribate  to  the  ^Uic  burdens.  He  is  entitled  to 
icdreaa  when  injured  by  a  ftHeign  Powa;  to  be 
leelaimed  what  unjustly  captoied  or  detained } 
and  when  he  btma  an  aetitm  for  land,  alienase 
cannot  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  his  demand.  If  he 
powcBses  these  rights,  and  stands  in  this  relation 
to  the  Stale,  he  is  a  citizen.  In  Massachusetts, 
many  persons  of  color  existed  in  this  rdation  to 
the  State,  and  he  should  bdicTe,  imtil  the  contrary 
was  shown,  that  the  same  was  true  in  every  State 
in  the  nation.  To  strengthen  this  constmction^  he 
quoted  the  4th  article  of  the  first  Confederation, 
which  ordains  that  the  "  free  iohaUtants  of  each 
'  of  these  States,  paupers,  vagabonds,  and  fugitives 
'  from  justice  excepted,  shall  be  entitled  toaU  priv- 
'  ileges  and  immunities  of  free  citizens  in  the  sev- 
'  CTU  States,"  and  "  shall  hare  free  ingress  and 
*  revress,"  4c.  He  also  quoted,  from  the  Journals 
of  toe  Old  Congress,  the  resolre  which  fbnned  the 
bans  vi  the  new  constitution,  and  which  recom- 
mends dm  a|^portionnunt  of  tazet  upon  the  num- 
bers (tf  "  white  and  other  free  citizens,"  and  made 
cmuBeats  upon  Uiem,  whieh  he  considered  as 
coneliinTe  in  favor  of  his  construction.  Pursuant 
to  these  pnnd|leB,  it  was  familiar  to  all  that  pei^ 
sons  of  this  description  had  received  grants  of  land 
for  serring  in  ytmr  army,  and  had  bran  reclaimed 
among  yoor  impressed  seamen. 

Nfow,  against  these  facts  and  plain  reasoning, 
he  was  aware  of  but  one  objection  adduced  by 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him.  These  men 
were  not  citizens,  it  is  said,  in  every  State,  be- 
cause in  nearly  all,  if  not  in  every  State,  they  are, 
or  have  been,  made  liable  to  certain  disabilitie« 
not  common  to  the  free  white  citizens.  AU  the 
arguments  of  gentlemen  upon  this  point,  however 
dirervified,  and  the  immensely  voluminous  cita- 
tiou  firom  the  Palate  boola  of  the  different  Statea, 


terminated  in  this  one  objection.  It  was,  there- 
fore, the  soundness  of  this  single  foundation  stone, 
and  that  alone,  which  he  was  called  upon  to  ex- 
amine. To  this,  then,  his  first  answer  was,  that 
a  class  of  citizens  may,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, be  subjected  to  particular  disqualifica- 
tions, without  being  thereby  disfranchised.*  In 
every  country  women  and  minors  are  subject  to 
disqualifications — the  former  are  such  as  are  per- 
petual. In  some,  large  classes  are  debarred  from 
the  power  of  electing,  or  being  deeted,  to  office. 
An  unjust  Governmmt  may  create  many  odious 
dirtinetions  between  its  privileged  ordns  and  other 
citizens ;  and  a  just  Govemmentj  from  motives  of 
sound'  policy,  may  exclude  a  mmor  class  of  the 
community  from  certain  civil  and  political  rights, 
enjoyed  by  the  rest,  and  yet  leave  the  excluded  or 
restricted  class  in  the  condition  of  citizens.  The 
right  of  protection  in  life,  liberty,  and  poperty ;  of 
residence,  and  of  inheritable  Mood;  of  taking  and 
transmitting,  by  descent,  lands,  and  chattels,  may 
all  be  unimpaiied,  and,  while  they  remain  so,  it  la 
impossible  to  say  that  a  man  ceases  to  be  a  citi- 
zen. Certainly,  Republics  formed  upon  the  model 
of  the  United  States  will  abstain  from  all  perma- 
nent distinctions  among  their  citizens,  not  founded 
in  unavoidable  necessity,  or  the  all-contrcdling 
force  of  public  opinion  ;  and  perhaps  the  case  in 
contemplation  is  the  only  one  that  can  ever  arise 
to  authorize  or  induce  the  annexation  of  perpetual 
disqualifications  for  political  or  ciril  trusts  to  qual- 
ities which  are  in  themsdves  innocoit  and  person- 
al But  it  might  be  otherwise ;  aitd  if  a  State,  by 
its  constitution,  were  empowered  to  restrain  its 
citizens  from  wearing  arms  or  killing  game,  or 
discharging  certain  political  or  civil  functions, 
laws  made  pursuant  to  such  authority  would  not 
operate  an  extinguishment  of  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, hateful  and  oppressive  as  they  would  be  in 
themselves.  Again,  cases  may  be  supposed  to  ex- 
ist in  which  one  description  of  citizens  may  have 
assented,  either  expressly  or  by  implication,  to  en- 
joy the  rights  of  citizenship  under  some  limita- 
tions. Aad,  perhaps,  the  consent  of  the  colored 
free  people  wno  remained  in  our  country  at  the 
epoch  ol^  our  Independence,  or  who,  being  bom 
within  the  United  States,  hare  since  become  the 
voluntary  inhabitants  of  any  State,  in  whieh  such 
lioutations  have  prevailed  nom  time  immemorial, 
may  fairly  be  presumed  to  hare  acquiesced  in  the 
legality  m  stien  limitatioiis,  and  to  be  concluded 


*  An  act  of  Parliameot,  in  tht  time  of  Wiltiim  III., 
providM,  in  substance,  that  "no  person,  born  out  of 
the  kiDf  dom  of  England,  Scotlana,  or  Ireland,  or  the 
dominions  thereto  beloaging,  altboDgh  he  be  oataral- 
ized  and  oiade  a  denizeD,  (eic^  such  M  are  born  of 
EagUflh  parents,)  ahall  be  capable  to  be  of  tbe  privy 
council,  or  a  member  of  either  House  of  Parliament, 
or  to  enjoy  any  office  or  place  of  trust,  either  civil  or 
military,  or  to  have  any  grant  of  lands,  tenementa,  or 
berediumenta,  from  tbe  Crown,  to  bimself,  or  otbera 
in  trust  for  htm."  Each  State,  prior  to  the  Confeder' 
Btion,  and  aubsequeut  to  the  Revolntion,  had  the  same 
powers,  in  regi^  to  Ulia  subject,  as  the  British  Pai- 
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hv  their  own  coosent  Still  they  may  be  citizeos. 
Modifications  of  tlie  rights  of  citizeiuhip  were  fa- 
miliar to  the  laws  of  Rome  prior  to  the  time  of 
Justinian ;  and,  in  fact,  most  of  the  distinctions  of 
the  privii^ed  orders  in  modern  Qovemments, 
when  fairly  examined,  may  be  referred  to  the  same 
principles,  and  are  neither  more  nor  less  than 
rights  of  citizenship  differently  graduated.  Be- 
lieviag,  therefore,  in  the  correctness  of  this  expo- 
sition, he  considered  all  arguments  drawn  from 
the  laws  of  the  several  States,  respecting  free  peo- 
ple of  color,  to  be  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  subject, 
unless  it  could  be  made  manifest  that  these  laws 
had  not  merdy  beni  confined  to  a  limitation  of 
their  politi«d  or  civil  privileges,  but  had  entirely 
annulled  all  that  portion  of  them  which  were  es- 
sential to  ctmstitute  the  relation  of  citizen.  In  no 
State,  he  contended,  bad  they  yet  been  carried  to 
this  extreme ;  and,  while  any  one  of  them  could 
be  found,  in  whose  jurisdiction  these  persons  were 
citizens,  it  would  follow  that  they  could  not  be 
disentitled  to  become  citizens  in  any  other  State. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  occupied  an  entire  day,  principally  in  reading 
and  commenting  upon  the  laws  of  the  respective 
States,  from  North  to  South,  discriminatmg  be- 
tween the  white  and  colored  people,  in  support  of 
his  broad  denial  of  the  capacity  of  citizenship  to 
the  latter.  However  amusing  and  enlivening  those 
researches  might  have  been  in  the  hands  of  that 

Sntleman,  Iiu.  O.  was  convinced  they  would  lose 
eir  charm  in  his  hands,  and  should  therefore  ab- 
stain from  fdlowing  them  in  detaiL  Hepersuaded 
himself,  however,  that  alt  the  inferences  from  these 
laws  nught  be  reduced  to  a  few  points,  and  dis- 
powd  of  in  a  few  general  remarss.  As  to  one, 
and  that  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  statutes 
cited  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  they  applied 
exclusively  to  jnupers^  vagabonds,  and  fugitives. 
Either  the  purview  of  eacn  statute,  or  other  stat- 
utes fouud  in  the  same  code,  and  constituting  a 
part  of  one  system,  proved  these  to  be  the  only 
objects  of  those  laws,  and  as,  in  many  instances, 
they  applied  to  white  persons  equally  with  others, 
the  argument  built  upon  them  proved  too  much. 

Another  portion  ol  these  statutes  affected  merely 
qualifications  for  electing,  or  being  elected,  to  of- 
fice. These  also  might  be  laid  aside.  By  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  several  States,  the  political 
rights  of  the  white  citizen  are  abridged.  It  is  so 
in  Massachusetts^  in  Virginia,  where  fre^olders 
only  vote :  in  Mississippi,  where  a  creed  (or  the 
want  of  it)  disqualifies  a  man  for  ofiace^  and  where 
clergymen  are  not  eligible  ,  to  the  Legislature. 
This  species  of  exclusion  is,  therefore,  no  test  of 
the  character  of  citizen.  Indeed,  some  of  the  in- 
stances mentioned  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
might  ber^;arded  asexemptionsfrom  burdensome 
duties  with  more  propriety  than  as  restrictions  of 
civic  privileges ;  and  persons  who  are  dispensed 
from  obligations  to  serve  in  the  militia,  and  on 
juries,  by  law,  do  not  generally  complain  of  their 
condition. 

When  the  laws  and  quotations,  introduced  with 
such  profusion  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  were 
arranged  with  refnence  to  these  two  general  heads, 
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they  would  leave  but  a  small  remnant  for  any  other. 
He  did  not  recollect  but  one  case  which  would 
not  fall  under  them,  and  that  was  the  statute  of 
Massachusetts  prohibiting  intermarriages  between 
white  and  colored  people.  With  respect  to  that 
law,  it  was  proper  to  remark,  that  marriage  was  a 
civil  contract  regulated  by  the  policy  of  every 
State,  according  to  its  own  views  of  public  utility, 
and  subject  to  greater  or  less  ceremonials  and  re- 
straints oy  the  sovereign  authority.  It  would  not 
be  pretended  that  taws  creating  temporary  disa- 
bilities for  matrimonial  alliances,  requiring  ag^ 
consent  of  parents,  or  forms  of  marrying,  woald 
impairthequality  of  citizenship.  And  if  the  policy 
of  a  State  might  justify  one  amomination  of  re- 
strictions upcHi  the  marriage  contmct  which  did 
not  disfranchise  thotfe  who  became  subject  to  them, 
why  could  not  the  same  policy  interpoee  other 
impediments  to  marriage  without  dnwiog  after 
them  disfranchisement  as  a  necessary  conseqoence  ? 
Why  was  a  black  person  disqualified  as  a  citizen 
by  being  inhibited  irom  marrying  a  white  person, 
more  than  a  white  person  was  so  under  a  reverse 
of  the  rule  ?  There  was  no  necessary  connexion 
between  an  incapacity  created  by  law,  in  one  de- 
scription of  persons,  to  contract  marriage  with 
those  of  another  description,  and  an  incapacity  of 
all  the  rights  of  a  citizen.  It  was  difficult  to  iUos- 
trate  this  position  by  supposing  examples,  without 
seeminff  to  disparagie  the  unfortunate  persons  who 
were  the  objects  of  the  exclusion.  Hardly  any 
other  probable  case  could  be  imagined,  that  would 
call  for  the  establishment  of  permanent  legal  dis- 
tinctions between  classes  of  citizens,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  to  form  matrimonial  connexions, 
and  yet  the  policy  of  such  a  distinction  in  the 
state  of  our  society,  in  tikis  one  instance,  may  be 
very  unquestionaue.  The  free  people  of  color 
being  everywhere  a  very  small  minority  of  indi- 
viduals, under  particular  circumstances,  are  not 
entitled  to  complain  of  special  restriciioos  and  ex- 
clusions, which  the  vast  majority,  by  high  consid- 
eratious  connected  with  their  ideas  ui  sotmd  policy, 
and  invincible  predilections  for  their  own  race, 
and  the  desire  of  transmitting  to  posterity  its  blood 

Eure  and  unmixed,  and  for  no  other  reason,  may 
ave  seen  fit  to  impose.  If  leprosy,  or  any  other 
disease  attended  with  a  decidedly  hereditary  and 
incurable  taint,  were  known  to  prevail  in  a  State, 
laws  might  be  passed  to  prevent  marriage  with 
the  infected  persons  without  touching  any  oAa 
rights.  He  meant,  however,  only  to  exem|dify, 
and  not  to  assimilate  the  cases — this,  he  repeated, 
being  a  peculiar  case,  and  entire  sut  generis.  He 
had  thus  far  proceeded  upon  the  supposition  that 
all  the  statutes  of  the  several  Stales  adduced  upon 
the  occasion,  were  in  themselves  Constitutional. 
But,  his  second  answer  to  this  objection  from  the 
State  laws  was,  that  if  any  of  them  went  so  far  as 
to  disfranchise  all  free  persons  of  color,  such  laws 
were  void  in  themselves.  He  had  heard  of  none 
that  did  go  that  length.  Let  us  next,  said  he,  ad- 
vert for  a  moment  to  the  suggestion  of  gentlemen^ 
that  if  the  clause  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri 
should  be  found  in  discordance  with  that  of  the 
United  States,  a  remedy  would  be  found  in  the 
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judteml  depBTtment.  It  was,  bowerer,  the  Srst 
lime  he  had  ever  heard  it  uf^d  as  a  sound  or  safe 
priociple  that  the  rights,  or  even  the  claims  of  any 
portion  of  the  peopK  might  be  abandoQed  by  the 
Leglislature,  because  the  courts  could  do  them  ius- 
tice.  It  was,  indeed,  curious  to  observe  the  nuc.- 
tuatioQs  of  opinion  relatire  to  the  judicial  power 
occasioned  by  the  different  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  called  forth.  There  was  now  upon 
the  table  a  resolution  declaring  null  and  void  the 
sedition  act,  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 
two  Congresses  and  many  judicial  decisions.  In 
this  case  of  Missouri,  however,  he  insisted  that  the 
judiciary  could  give  no  adequate  relief.  The  jus- 
I  tiee  here  songht  was  not  remedial  but  preventire — 
not  to  restore  to  an  individual  violatra  rights,  but 
to  place  nnmbers  beforehand  in  a  condition  to  ex- 
ercise them.  It  was  to  retain  (so  far  as  the  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  Coqgress  could  do  it)  to 
all  free  colored  citizens  the  right  of  going  to  Mis- 
souri, if  they  thought  fit,  and  settling  therein,  and 
not  to  redress  the  injury  of  one  or  more  individ- 
uals who  might  be  driven  from  its  limits.  Con- 
gress was  to  settle  a  principle,  not  to  try  a  cause — 
and  if  the  principle  was  abandoned,  no  cause 
would  ever  be  tried.  What  individual  would  ever 
be  found  to  journey  through  the  immeasurable 
wilderness,  "with  lingering  steps  and  slow,"  and 
set  his  foot  in  Missouri  with  a  certainty  of  being 
driven  baek,  for  the  privilM;e  of  having  recourse 
to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  at  an  expense 
entirdy  bcTond  fais  compass,  and  bevood  the  value 
of  the  object  of  his  journey  7  And  if  sudi  a  per- 
son CO  old  be  foundj  what  is  the  utpation  of  others ! 
who  might  wish  to  settle  thne  while  the  cause  is 
poading  1 .  It  had,  indeed,  been  often  urged,  that 
the  Legislamre  of  Missouri  might  enact  laws  to 
the  end  provided  for  in  their  constitution,  even  if 
that  instrument  had  been  silent.  Certainly  they 
might  do  90,  but  it  was  equally  certain  they  might 
forbear  thus  to  legislate.  But,  by  passing  this  res- 
olution, and  thus  giving  efficacy  to  their  constitu- 
tion, you  communicate  to  the  State  and  to  its  con- 
stitution the  whole  power  of  the  Union  for  giving 
effect  to  this  policy,  and  compel  their  Legislature 
to  pass  laws  which  they  might  otherwise  omit,  or 
which,  if  enacted,  they  might  afterwards  repeal. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine  had  favored 
the  Senate  with  an  exposition  of  his  ideas  of  the 
term  citizen,  as  found  in  the  ConstitutioD,  which 
Mr.  O.  said  ne  was  not  able  to  comprehend,  but 
which,  if  he  did  understand  it,  woud  enable  a 
State  to  dtsfrandiiae  all  her  citizens  of  all  ctdors 
and  comfdnions. 

He  wwdd  not  pause  to  consider  that  doctrine, 
notj  indeed,  to  notice  all  the  suggestions  of  that 
eeatleman.  There  was,  however,  one  topic  un- 
i<dded  by  him  to  which  he  would  for  a  moment 
adverL  The  gentleman  contended  that  our  oppo- 
sition to  the  power  of  the  States  to  exclude  persons 
of  color  from  settlement  in  their  jurisdictions 
woold  <^>etate  in  favor  of  the  slaveholding  States 
sending  away  their  freed  blacks  into  other  States, 
and  that  the  Northern  States  would  be  thus  over- 
run with  their  swarms.  He  could  not  believe, 
however,  that  the  North  would  realize  their  oUi- 
16th  Con.  ad  SEse^ 
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gation  to  the  gentleman  for  wishing  to  prevent 
that  quarter  of  the  country  from  this  incobveni- 
ence,  by  shutting  up  Missouri,  which  would  leave 
them  DO  other  resort  but  the  white  peopled  States. 
But  further,  if  a  colored  man  may  become  a  free 
citizen,  he  cannot  be  seat  away ;  and,  if  not  a  cit- 
izen, other  States  are  not  bound  to  receive  him 
when  he  is  sent  away.  Mr.  O.,  however,  did  not 
admit  that  the  mere  manumission  of  aslavewould 
make  him  a  citizen.  This  was  a  very  different 
question  from  any  which  he  had  considered,  and 
it  might  be  far  from  true  that  manumission  would 
produce  any  such  effect,  and  yet  every  principle 
advanced  by  him  remains  impregnable. 

On  the  whole,  he  said,  he  htM  no  ambition  to 
be  distinguished  as  a  zealot  in  the  caase  of  eman- 
cipation, or  an  advocate  for  a  sudden  cbange  of 
condition  in  that  unfortunate  class  of  persons  who 
were  held  in  servitude.  Much  less  was  be  inclined 
to  adopt  any  language  or  measures  tending  to 
excite  among  them  a  spirit  of  discontent,  or  to 
wound  the  filings  or  rouse  the  irritation  or  re^t- 
ment  of  their  own^.  The  evil  of  slavery  was 
too  profoundly  rooted  for  him  to  indicate  or  evrai 
imagine  its  cure. 

INo  circumstances  led  him  to  regret  discussions 
affecting  the  people  of  color  in  the  United  States 
more  than  their  unavoidable  tendency  to  elicit  ob- 
servations which  might  be  misunderstood,  and 
aggravate  the  troubles  of  slavery  by  adding  dis- 
content and  vain  hopes  of  freedom  to  the  number. 
The  actual  condition  of  slaves  in  the  old  States 
was  not  a  subject  for  the  cognizance  of  Congress. 
And  until  those  whom  it  immediatelv  concerned 
could  make  some  discovery  whereby^  the  abolition 
of  davery  could  be  eSected.  he  feared  that  the 
^orts  of  others,  however  well  intended,  would  be* 
worse  than  nugatory.  So  far  was  he  irom  wish- 
ing it  to  be  understood  by  the  slaves  that  the  people 
ofthe  North  would  hold  them  justified  in  any  vio- 
lent measures  to  attempt  the  attainment  of  free- 
dom, he  was  desirous  of  their  realizing,  what  he 
believed  to  be  true,  that  all  considerate  persons  in 
every  section  of  the  Union  would  unite  with  one 
accord  with  their  masters  in  j)utting  down  every 
species  of  revolt  and  insurrection,  as  pr^nant  with 
dreadful  calamities  to  the  whole  nation.  This  had 
ever  been  his  feeling  and  his  language.  But,  with 
these  convictions,  he  would  strenuously  and  for 
ever  oppose  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  all  mea- 
sures which  should  sulrjeet  a  freeman,  of  whatever 
color,  to  the  degradation  of  a  slave*  Believing, 
therefore,  that  every  free  citizen  of  color  in  the 
Union  was  joint  tenant  with  himself  in  the  puUic 
lands  of  Missouri,  and  ofthe  jurisdiction  possessed 
by  the  United  States  in  that  Territory  until  it 
should  be  elsewhere  vested;  and  that,  however 
humUe  and  disadvantageous  might  be  his  sphere, 
he  was  entitled  to  his  protection  equally  with  those 
born  to  a  happier  destiny,  he  could  not  consent  to 
an  act  which  should  divest  him  of  his  property 
and  rights,  and  interdict  him  from  even  passing 
into  a  country  of  which  he  was  a  legitimate  co- 
proprietor  with  himself. 

When  Mr.  Otis  bad  concluded — 

Mr.  Barbocb,  of  Virginia,  presuming  that  some 
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other  gentleman  mi^ht  desire  to  deliver  his  senti- 
meiits  on  the  question,  moved  an  adjournment; 
and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


MoMDAT,  December  11. 

Mr.  Barboub  gare  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  the 
collection  of  the  public  moneys. 

Mr.  PiNKNBT  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

RemUved,  Thst  the  Committee  on  the  Judici&rj  bo 
initrQcted  to  ioqaire  into  ths  expediency  of  paflrin;  a 
Isw  amending  or  explaining  the  jadidarj  lews  in  auch 
manner  aa  to  authorize,  ander  each  reatrictiona  aa  ma; 
be  thought  proper,  the  proaecution  of  write  of  error,  in 
crimioet  cases,  from  the  jadgineDte  of  the  highest  court 
^  judicature  in  a  State,  in  which  any  queatioa  has 
arisen  under  the  Constitntion  or  laws  of  the  Union,  to 
tUSnprame  Court  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the 
said  committee  report  liy  bill  or  otherwise. 

X  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Seiute  that  the  House  bare  passed  a 
UU,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jar- : 
rott a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holdiitg  the  district  court  in  the  district  of  Missis- 
uppi  i'*^  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
act  entitled  '  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session 
of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  ;' "  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  three  last  bilb  brou^t  up  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  senrally  paasea  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
bill  to  iDcorporate  the  Columbian  Society  for  lite- 
rary purposes,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
nmt. 

Mr.  HoRSKY  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Law  and  others  citizens  of  Washington,  praying 
that  BO  much  or  that  portion  of  the  puUic  ground 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  known  by  the  name 
of  "  Reservation  No.  10,"  as  now  remains  to  the 
public,  may  be  sold  on  condition  of  improvement ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Le^slature  of  the  State  of  Alabama, 
in  behalf  of  c«rtam  petitioners,  inhabitants  of  that 
State,  who  are  purchasers  of  public  lands,  and  who, 
from  the  great  diminution  of  the  circulating  medi- 
um, and  the  operation  of  the  law  reducmg  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  are  unable  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  their  purchases,  soliciting  for 
said  purchasers  such  relief  as  to  Congress  m  ay  seem 
meet ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Purdy;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd, 
it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  tbe  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  bidians,  together 
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with  the  amendments  repcH-ted  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aflairs,  and,  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  managers  of  the  National  Vaccine 
Institution  in  the  District  of  ColumW;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  wa^  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  bill  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  further  time  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  triijes;" 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  whole,  the  resolution  authorizing 
Mountjoy  Bayly  to  employ  a  person  to  attend  the 
furnace,  and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  pREain&HT  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  the  reaolulion  was  ordered  to  be  engro»ed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The/Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole^  tbe  bill  for  the  relirfof  John 
Holmes,  and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House, 
a,Dd  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mor- 
gan Brown,  and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
:  posed  thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
the  admission  of  tbe  State  of  Missouri  mto  tbe 
Union. 

Mr.  Eaton,  of  Tennessee,  said,  before  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  a  final  vote  upon  the  resolution, 
he  would  ask  permission  again  to  ofier  the  amend- 
ment which  had  heretofore  been  submitted,  and 
rejected.  This,  he  believed,  was  strictly  in  order. 
The  rejection  of  the  proviso  being  before  the  Sen- 
ate^ in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  did  not  prevent 
it  from  being  considered,  now  that  the  resolution 
was  reported  to  the  Senate.-  Mr.  E.  then  offered 
the  following  amendment  to  the  resolution : 

"  Provided,  That  uotbuig  herein  contained  aball  be 
eo  construed  as  to  give  the  sssent  of  Congrets  to  any 
provition  in  (he  eonatitntion  of  MiMonri.  if  any  anch 
there  be,  which  oontraveaee  that  clauaa  in  Uie  Con- 
atitu^on  of  the  United  States  which  declares  that  '■the 
citizens  of  each  State  sbail  be  entitled  lo  all  privilegea 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  eeveral  States." 

Mr.  KtHQ.  of  New  York,  said,  as  the  amend- 
ment had  already  been  considered,  and  rejected 
by  the  Senate,  he  regretted  that  it  had  been  deemed 
expedient  to  offer  it  a^ain.  I  object  now,  said  Mr. 
K.,  as  I  have  done  bctore,  to  this  amendment,  be- 
cause it  declares  that,  in  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, the  Senate  have  not  considered,  and  do  not 
pronounce  any  opinion,  concerning  the  clause  of 
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the  MisBonri  constilution  which  makea  it  the  duty 
of  the  Legislature  thereof  to  pass  laws  to  exclude 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and 
settling  in,  Missouri.  This  declaration  ought  not 
to  be  made,  because  it  would  exhibit  the  Senate  in 
this  singular  situation,  (if  his  construction  of  the 
constitntioa  of  Missouri  was  correct,)  that,  in 
passing  the  act  of  admission,  the  Senate  omits  to 
consider  and  to  allow  its  due  weight  to  the  only 
provision  in  that  Constitution  apon  which .  the 
obligation  to  admit,  or  not  admit,  Missouri  de- 
pend Mr.  K.  said  he  considered  this  proposition 
of  much  more  importance  than  the  morer  of  it 
ai^peued  to  do ;  and  he  was  not  willing  to  decide 
on  it  instanter  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  Eaton  replied  at  some  length.  He  said  he 
certainly  wovdd  be^  is  anwiUioff  as  any  one  to 
wess  the  eoDsideiatioa  of  what  he  had  submitted, 
before  gentlemen  had  fully  made  up  their  minds, 
and  were  prepared  to  rote.  He  doubted  not,  how- 
erer,  bot  rnat  upon  this  subject  all  were  prepared, 
ft  would  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  Senate  that  this 
was  not  now  an  original  proposition,  but  one  that 
had  before  been  considered  and  voted  upon.  When 
he  had  first  the  honor  of  submitting  it,  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Kinq)  had  urged  his 
want  of  preparation,  and  on  an  application  for 
postponement  by  himself,  the  postponement  had 
neen  granted.  Under  this  state  of  things.  Mr.  E. 
could  not  perceive  any  neces>ity'  for  furttier  pro- 
crastination, more  especially  when  it  seemed  to 
be  the  wish  of  all  to  put  an  end,  in  some  way,  to 
this  unpleasant  question.  Mr.  E.  said  as  to  the 
coucitationality  of  the  subject,  however  other 
gentlemen  might  be  fully  satisfied,  yet  with  him, 
and  with  others  be  beUeved,  the  fact  was  other- 
wise. He  was  not  willins  either  to  affirm  or  to 
denr,  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  was  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
he  shwUd  have  doubts  were  he  to  be  required  af- 
firmatively to  rote  either  way.  But  of  this  he  did 
nut  pretend  to  doubt  that,  thus  situated,  thus  doubt- 
ing, it  was  hts  duty  to  lean  to  the  side  of  the  Con- 
stitation,  and  by  hb  vote  to  support  that  instru- 
ment which  he  and  every  member  had  sworn  to 
maintain  inviolate.  The  proviso  ventured  an  opm- 
ion  neither  way ;  it  was  a  proteatando  in  the  true 
signification  of  the  term-^tbe  exclusion  of  a  con- 
clusion— a  waiver  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  give 
an  opinion  either  one  way  or  the  other.  This 
being  the  object  which  he  wished  to  attain,  he 
trasted  tlw  Senate  would  excuse  his  again  press- 
ing  on  thdr  eonudontion  that  which  had  been 
before  acted  and  voted  upon.  Encouraged  by  the 
inlarmation  that  some  gentlemen  who  bad  before 
voted  agaiasl  the  proviso  had  changed  their  opin- 
ions, and  were  now  disposed  to  vote  for  it,  was 
with  him  the  inducement  for  again  venturing  to 
offer  it.  Time  had  been  afforded  to  tbink  iuUy 
on  it,  and  furtho-  delay  he  thought  ought  not  to 
be  requested. 

Mr.  Barboor  declined  engaging  in  the  debate, 
no^  he  said,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  meet  the 
question,  but  with  a  hope  and  under  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  question  would  be  immediately  taken. 

Mr.  TiiUfBL^  of  Ohio, said  it  was  not  hiswirh 
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to  detain  the  Senate ;  that  if  he  had  enteriaiaed  a 

wish  to  engage  in  the  discussion,  the  present  state 
of  his  health  was  such,  that  he  could  not  express 
himself  so  as  to  be  beard  by  the  Senate,  nor  could 
he  speak  at  all  without  great  pain.  He  rose,  he 
said,  to  state  an  objection  to  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  which  had  not  been  alluded  to  in  the 
debate  on  this  resolution — an  objection  of  more 
force,  and,  in  his  view,  involving  principles  more 
important  to  the  interests  of  the  nation,  than  the 
provision  which  had  been  so  much  discussed.  The 
eighth  article  of  the  constitoiion  of  Missouri  au- 
thorizes the  establishment  of  a  bank  with  a  capital 
not  to  exceed  five  millions  of  dollars,  at  least  one- 
half  of  which  shall  be  reserved  ibr  the  use  of  the 
State.  Mr.  T-  said  he  considered  this  provision  a 
direct  and  palpable  violation  of  that  ^ait  of  Ibe 
tenth  section  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  which 
provides  that "  no  State  shall  coin  money,  emit 
bills  of  credit,  [or]  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of^debls."  This 
important  provision  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
said  Mr.  T.,  was  intended  to  guard  against  evils 
which  might  embarrass  the  Federal  Ckrvernment, 
and  prove  destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  An  immaterial  change 
in  the  form  did  not  change  the  substance.  Whe- 
ther a  bill  of  credit  is  signed  by  an  auditor,  a 
treasurer,  an  officer  of  a  State,  or  a  president  of  a 
bank  created  for  that  purpose,  the  evils  are  the 
same.  The  power  to  coin  money,  regulate  the 
value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures,  has  been  ez- 
clusivdy  given  to  Congress.  It  was  never  con- 
templatea  or  anticipated  that  these  important 
powers  should  be  rendered  nugatory  by  bank  ma- 
chinery, put  in  operation  eiuter  by  Federal  or 
State  power.  Mr.  T.  said  it  was  also  his  opinion 
that  banks,  as  established  in  the  United  States, 
are  anti-republican  institutions,  which  tend  inevi- 
tably toaristocracy. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  would  refer  the  gentleman 
to  the  journals  of  the  last  session,  to  show  that  a 
resolution  admitting  Alabama  into  the  Union  had 
passed  without  opposition,  and  that  the  constitu- 
tion of  Alabama  contained  a  provision  for  the 
establishment  of  a  bank. 

The  Senate  then  divided  on  the  amendment, 
and  there  rose  in  its  favor  twenty-three  members, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  being  on  ordering  theresula- 
tion  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended — 

Mr.  MoRBii^  of  new  Hampshire,  arose  and 
thus  addressed  the  Senate: 

Mr.  President:  It  cannot  be  said  by  the  honor- 
able Senate  that  I  am  in  the  practice  of  consuming 
much  of  their  time  in  debate,  or  of  frequently  ask- 
ing their  attention  to  my  remarks.  When  the 
honoraUe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bar- 
BOUB,)  immediately  after  this  resolution  was  re- 
ported by  your  committee,  intimated  a  wish  that 
the  qoeslion  misht  be  taken  subsilmtio,  I  was  grat- 
ified with  the  nope  that  the  unpleasant  subject 
would  pass  off  in  that  way.  But  as  several  gen- 
tlemen have  occupied  your  atteation,  and  nave 
presented  an  imexpected  view  of  the  subject,  I  am 
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incUoed  to  offer  my  opinion  aLso.  Id  doing  thi$, 
I  am  not  influenced  from  an  anxiety  to  nuike  a 
speech  before  the  Senate,  nor  from  the  pride  of 
having  the  event  announced  in  the  public  papers 
simply  for  the  perusal  of  my  constituents.  I  would 
assure  dke  Senate  I  am  not  stimulated  either  by 
pleasure  or  ambition  oo  this  occasion  ;  neither  will 
my  remarks  arise  from  any  peculiar  hostility  to 
jthe admission  of  Missouri  into  this  Union,  on  such 
principles,  and  with  such  a  constitution,  as  coin- 
cide with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  I  disclaim  sinister  motives  and 
sectional  partialities  on  this  subject,  and  declare 
myself  actuated  by  more  noble  and  important 
views ;  and,  solemnly  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty 
I  owe  to  my  constituents  and  my  country,  I  will 
endeavor  to  divest  myself  of  preconceived  opinions 
on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  avoid  any  expression 
which  may  tend  to  revive  those  unpleasant  sensa- 
tions which  so  evidently  ptevaQett  in  this  body 
daring  the  last  session,  and  through  the  country, 
and  examine  the  subject  as  involving  a  great  Con- 
stitutional question.  The  inquiry  is  not,  in  this 
case,  whether  slavery  shall  exist  or  be  tolerated  in 
Biissouri.  I  am  ready  to  admit,  for  the  moment, 
that  this  has  been  so  far  settled  by  the  vote  of  the 
last  session  as  not  to  come  into  the  present  debate ; 
but  the  passing  of  the  resolution  recosnises  a  prin- 
ciple materially  affecting  the  rights  of  other  States 
and  the  privileges  of  their  citizens.  This  princi- 
pie,  and  the  consequences  oT  admitting  it,  will  be  ' 
the  subject  of  my  remarks. 

Sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  state  that  this  debate 
is  not  courted  by  Congress ;  it  is  from  imperious 
necessity  that  any  axe  compelled  to  protest  against 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  to  save  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  nation  inviolate,  «nd  preserve  har- 
mony and  union. 

To  present  my  view  more  fully  on  this  suWect, 
it  may  be  useful  to  recur  to  the  oojecU  of  the  Con- ' 
federation.   These  I  discover,  in  part,  in  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Constitution : 

"  We,  the  people  of  th«  United  States,  in  order  to 
fbrni  a  more  perfect  union,  eatablish  justice,  insure  do- 
metttc  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  oarselvea  and  oar  posteritv,  do  ordain  and 
astablisb  this  Constitution  for  the  Uailed  States  of 
America." 

"  Union,  justice,  domestic  tranquillity,  common 
defence,  general  welfare,  and  the  blessings  of  lib- 
,crty  secured  to  posterity,"  were  the  grand  and  pri- 
muy  objects  in  establishing  this  Constitution,  un- 
der wbidi,  and  for  these  purposes,  the  Government 
was  organized.  The  guardianship  and  protection 
of  this,  the  charter  of  our  right.*!,  in  now  committed 
to  the  people  and  their  representatives  in  Congress. 
It  is,  then,  our  duty,  with  vigilance  and  a  watch- 
ful eye,  to  mark  the  progress  of  events,  and  arrest, 
at  the  threshold,  the  unhallowed  hand  which  may 
be  raised  to  pervert  its  meaning,  misuse  its  provis- 
ions, or  tarnish  its  glorj;.  After  reflecting  upon  the 
solemn  obligations  which  devolve  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  to  examine  with  solicitude  the 

grinciples  and  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and 
ithfuUy  and  impartially  apply  them  to  the  ex- 
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isting  circamstances  of  the  country,  it  would  not 
seem  strange  if  a  peculiar  anxiety  were  manifest 
on  their  ap^ication  to  a  case  pregnant  with  doubts 
and  fearful  apprehensions. 

Sir,  the  first  thing  when  I  entered  thb  chamber^ 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Senate,  was,  to  ap- 
proach your  chair,  and  take  a  solemn  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution.  This  I  consider  more  than 
a  mere  formality — an  obligation  by  which  I  am 
bound,  in  ray  own  conscience,  to  guard  with  vigi- 
lance the  general  and  particular  rights  guarantied 
by  that  instrument  to  this  privileg^  nation.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  refer  you  to  the  toils  and  priva- 
tions of  past  periods  to  show  their  value.  A  mo- 
ment's reflection  upon  the  time  that  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  visited  the  banks  of  the  Roanoke;  Cap- 
tain Smith  explored  the  Eastern  shore  from  Pe- 
nobscot to  Cape  Cod,  or  our  ancestors  landed  upon 
the  Rock  of  Plymouth,  with  some  of  thesneceed- 
ittg  events,  will  furnish  the  mind  with  evidence  q£ 
the  estimate  we  ought  to  put  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  blessings  it  secures  to  our  country. 
Forty  years  successful  experience  of  the  enjoyment 
of  equal  rights,  under  a  free  Government,  demon- 
strate the  advantages  of  republican  institutions. 
But,  sir,  I  waive  allother  considerations,  and  pro- 
ceed to  examine  one  point  which  attracts  onr  at- 
tention and  merits  particular  notice. 

Is  there  any  paragraph  in  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  which  contravenes  any  provision  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Statn  t  This  will  be 
a  subject  of  inquiry. 

We  find  in  the  Constitution  of  Missouri  that, 
"  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  as 
'  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  ne- 
<  cessary  to  prevent  negroes  and  mulattoes  from 
*  comii^  to,  and  settling  in  this  State,  imder  any 
'  pretext  whatsoever.  No  comment  upon  this  can 
be  necessary  to  render  its  meaning  perfectly  intel- 
ligible. 

This  will  lead  me  to  inquire  into  the  duty  and 
power  of  Congress,  and  then  recur  to  this  pro- 
vision again. 

"The  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  shall 
'  guaranty  to  every  State  in  uiis  Union  a  republi- 
'  can  form  of  Government,  and  protect  each  of 
'  them  against  invasion-"  This  is  necessary,  to 
"  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  promote  the  gen- 
'  eral  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liMrty 
'  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity." 

It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  see  "  that  full  faith 
'  and  credit  are  given  in  each  State  to  the  public 
'  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every 
'  other  State."  This  is  essential  "  to  perfect  the 
Union,  establish  justice,"  cement  the  bonds  of  har- 
mony, and  secure  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
existing  States. 

By  this,  a  mutual  friendship  wotdd  be  enconr- 
agea,  a  unity  of  sentiment  extended,  and  a  confi- 
dence in  the  whole  concentrated. 

Congress  have  power  to  receive  new  States  into 
the  Confederacy.  "  New  States  may  be  admitted 
by  the  Congress  into  this  Union."  In  doing  this, 
they  are  bound  to  see  that  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  individual  States  are  not  infringed.  They 
are  not  only  expected  to  secure  inviolate  the  rights 
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of  States,  but  "  the  privileges  and  immunities"  of 
tb«r  citizens.  Among  these,  the  followine  isa 
▼ery  essential  one.  "The  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  aH  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

Sir,  bjr  this  I  understand  that  a  citizen  in  any 
State  in  the  Union  may  pass  into  any  other  State 
in  the  Union,  and  there  enjoy  "  all  the  privileges 
and  immnnities  of  citizens"  in  the  State  to  which 
he  removes. 

The  same  principle  I  find  engrafted  in  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confraeration ;  by  having  recourse  to  that 
I  find  my  exposition  confirmed,  and  the  same  sen- 
timent more  fully  and  particularly  expressed. 

<■  The  better  to  secure  ind  perpetuate  mutual  friend* 
diip  and  intnconne  among  the  people  of  the  different 
State*  in  thii  Union,  the  free  mhabiimnta  of  each  of 
tbeaa  Siataa  ihall  be  entided  to  all  the  priTileges  and 
imnamtiea  of  free  eituent  in  the  several  Statea ;  and 
the  people  of  each  State  riiali  have  free  ingress  and 
regren  to  and  from  an;  other  State,  and  shall  enjoy 
therein  all  the  prirllegei  of  trade  and  commerce,  sob- 
jeet  to  the  same  datiei,  impoaitioDe,  and  mtrictionB, 
aa  the  inhabitanta  thereof  respeetiTaly." 

The  express  language  of  this  section  so  perfectly 
coincides  with  the  opinion  I  have  ventured  to  ad- 
vance, that  a  comment  could  add  nothing  to  its 
penpKuity.  Could  the  term  citizen  need  exposi- 
tion, I  would  ofier  one,  which,  however,  I  could 
scaircdy  have  imagined,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
novel  and  falladons  remarks  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  (Mr.  Holhsb.)  In  the  lore- 
^iDg  extract  we  find  the  terms  "  inhabitants,  clt- 
izensi  tod  people,"  used  as  synonymous. 

Tbeae  are  perfectly  well  undnstood  in  our  com- 
mimitjrj  and,  1  will  only  add,  take  from  the  inhab- 
itants oares  and  aliens,  and  the  renuiinder  are  cit- 
.  izens. 

Color  does  not  come  into  the  consideration,  and 
it  has  no  share  in  characterizinff  an  inhabitant  or 
a  citizen.  On  this  exposition  1  shall  rest  my  argu- 
ment. 

I  will  now  pass  to  inquire  what  are  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  re- 
j^>ecting  the  powers  of  the  several  Slates.  These 
are  all  uniform  and  equal.  They  have  certain 
powers,  and  are  prohibited  certain  acts. 

**  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elec- 

tions  for  Senators  and  Representatives,  shall  be 
'  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  there- 
'  oi-^  and,  when  vacancies  occur,  the  State  au- 
thority may  fill  them.  But  "no  Stftte  shall  enter 
'  into  any  treatr,  alliance,  or  confederation ;  coin 
'  money,  or  make  any  thmg  but  gold  and  silver 
'  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  or  grant  any 
'  titte  of  nobility ;  or  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war 
'  in  time  of  peace." 

The  reason  is,  by  agreement,  it  is  prohibited  in 
the  Constimtion,  and  inthe  same  manner  by  agree- 
ment it  is  provided,  that "  the  citizens  of  each  State 
'  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immuni- 

*  ties  of  citizens  in  the  several  States ;"  and  they 
"  shall  have  free  ingress  and  recess  to  and  from 

*  any  other  State,  and  shall  enjoy  therein  all  the 
'  privil^^  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  subject  to  no 

*  other  rescriecion  than  they  respectively"  endnre. 
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As  I  before  observed,  I  must  now,  for  the  puc-^ 
pose  of  comparison,  recur  to  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri,  which  makes  it  the  duty 
of  "  the  General  Assembly  to  pass  laws  to  prevent 
'  free  negroes  aod  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and 
'  settling  in,  this  State,  under  any  pretext  whatso- 
'  ever." 

Believing  it  fully  demonstrated,  that  free  persons 
of  color  are  citizens^  and  conceiving  it  equally  clear 
that  some  States  m  the  Union  nave  citizens  of 
this  description,  and  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  secures  to  all  the  citizens  in  all  the 
States  the  unmolested  liberty  of  migrating  to  any 
State  in  the  Union, and  there  loenjoyunrestrainea, 
the  "privileges  and  immunities"  of  the  citizens  oi 
that  State,  I  asL  is  tlus  restrictive  clause  in  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  comjiatible  with  the  ex- 
press provbions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit^ 
States? 

I  distinctly  answer  the  question.  Sir,  it  is  not 
But,  say  gentlemen,  "  we  must  not  examine  this 
subject  there  may  be  difilculties,  and  there  may 
not  be.  If  there  should  be  any,  submit  them  to 
the  Judiciary. 

Sir,  I  do  not  accede  to  this  doctrine.  Congress 
have  the  power  to  examine,  and  I  shall  venture  to 
exercise  it.  "New  States  maybe  admitted  by  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."  How?  By  guess,  or 
by  lot,  without  knowledge  or  reflection ;  or  by  ex- 
amination and  l^islation  ?  "  The  United  States 
shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  re- 
publican form  of  government."  How  are  the  re- 
publican features  of  the  Constitution  to  be  ascer- 
tained but  by  examination?  It  can  be  done  neithw 
by  weight  nor  by  measure. 

I  would  serioi^y  ask,  for  what  purpose  was  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  presented  to  Cotigress  ? 
We  are  led  to  presume,  for  examination  and  ap- 

firobation,  as  this  has  been  the  general  practice 
rom  the  organization  of  the  Government  to  the 
present  time. 

If  thiti  were  not  the  case,  why  did  not  the  con- 
vention of  Missouri  inform  Congress  by  letter,  or 
its  delegate,  thev  had  made  a  constttation,  and 
must  now  be  admitted  into  the  Union  ?  Surely 
this  would  have  been  a  very  summary  and  novd 
course,  but  no  more  exceptionable  than  to  offer  a 
constitution  without  admitting  the  liberty  of  ex- 
amining it. 

The  condition  of  Vermont  was  material^  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  any  other  State.  In  conse- 
quence of  difficulties  subsisting  between  her  and 
New  York,  respecting  territorial  limits,  her  consti- 
tution was  formed,  and  her  government  or^nized, 
some  years  previous  to  her  admission  into  the 
Union.  But  on  her  application  by  commissioner^ 
she  was  admitted  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved 
February  18, 1791.  "  The  State  of  Vermont  hav- 
'  ing  petitioned  the  Congress  to  be  admitted  a 
'  member  of  the  United  States,  Be  it  enacted,  &c., 
'  That,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1791,  the  said 
'  State,  by  the  name  and  style  of  '  the  State  of 
'  Vermont,*  shall  be  received  and  admitted  into 
'  this  Union,  as  a  new  and  entire  member  of  the 
<  United  SUtes  of  America." 

The  district  of  Kentucky,  being  origmally  a  part 
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of  Virginia,  applied  to  that  CommODvealth  for 
permission  to  form  herself  into  a  new  State,  and 
petitioned  Congress  for  admission  into  the  Union ; 
wh^KupiMianactpassedfortbatpurpose.  "Wfaere- 
'  as  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
'  giaia,  by  an  act  entitled,  &c.,  hare  consented  that 
'  tae  district  of  Kentucky,  dbe.,  should  be  formed 

<  into  a  new  State ;  and  whereas  a  convention  of 
'  dd^ates,  dec.,  hare  [letitioned  Congress  to  con- 

*  sent,  &c.,  that  the  said  district  should  be  formed 

*  into  a  new  State,  and  be  received  into  the  Union, 
'  by  the  name  of  '  the  State  of  Kentucky'— Be  it 
'  enacted,  &c.,  That  the  Congress  doth  consent 
'  that  the  said  district  of  Kentucky,  &c.,  shall, 
'  upon  the  first  day  of  June,  1793,  be  formed  into 
'  a  new  State ;  and^  upon  the  aforesaid  first  day  of 
'  June,  1792,  the  said  new  State,  bv  the  name  and 
'  style  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  snail  be  received 
'  and  admitted  into  this  Union,  as  a  new  and  en- 

*  tire  member  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

Thus  -we  see  the  formality  which  haa  been  ob- 
serred  in  admitting  new  States  into  the  Union. 
In  no  instance  has  this  diminished,  but  in  all  in- 
stances it  has  increased.  We  will  mss  the  admis- 
sion of  all  intermediate  States,  and  come  to  that 
of  Louisiana,  which  is  directly  in  point.  The 
Territory  of  Orieans  applied  for  admission  into  the 
Union,  and  Congress  passed  an  act  authorizing 
them  to  call  a  convention  and  form  a  constitution, 
enumerating  certain  conditions  upon  which  she 
should  be  received ;  among  which,  were  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  That,  in  case  the  convention  shall  de- 
'  clare  its  assent,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the 
'  said  territory,  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 

*  tion  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  form  a  con- 

*  stitutton  and  Sute  government  for  the  people  of 

<  the  said  territory,  the  said  eonveation  is  hereby 
'  required  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  Gonsress 

*  the  instroment  bv  which  its  assent  to  the  Con- 

*  stitution  of  the  United  States  is  thus  given  and 

*  declared ;  and  also  a  true  and  attested  copy  of 
'  such  constitution  as  shall  be  formed  by  said  con- 
'  vention ;  and,  if  the  same  shall  not  be  disapjwoy- 
'  ed  by  CoDgress  at  their  next  session,  the  said 
'  State  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the 
'  same  footing  with  the  original  Slates." 

Here  we  ^stioctly  see  t^t  Congress  required, 
previous  to  her  admission,  and  as  pre-requisites, 
that  the  convention  should  declare  its  assent  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  transmit  the  instrument  of  their  assent  to  them ; 
and,  also,  an  attested  cony  of  their  constitution, 
""And,  if  the  same  should  not  be  disapproved  by 
Confess,**  they  should  be  admitted. 

with  res^t  to  Missouri  the  law  says,  Section 
7,  "And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case  a  con- 

*  stitution  and  State  government  snail  be  formed 
'  for  the  people  of  the  said  Territory  of  Missouri, 
'  the  said  convention,  or  representatives,  as  soon  as 

*  may  be,  shall  cause  a  true  and  attested  copy  of 

*  such  constitution  or  frame  of  State  government, 
'  as  shall  be  formed  or  provided,  to  be  transmitted 
'  to  Congress." 

Hoe,  then,  we  learn  Congress  prescribed  condi- 
tions ;  required  the  constitution  to  be  presented  ; 
reserved  the  privily  of  examination,  and  the 
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power  of  approving  or  disapjNrovine.  For  this  I 
contend  ;  and  these  remarks  are  made  to  show  the 
propriety  and  reasonableness  of  my  claim.  This 
privilege  has  been  clhimedj  and  this  power  has 
been  exercised  by  an  authority  no  more  competent 
than  that  of  the  present  Confess. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  you  must  not  examine  into 
this  subject,  but  turn  it  over  to  the  judiciary. 

SiTj  I  choose  to  examine  for  mys^.  This  being 
my  right,  I  conceivea  different  course  needless  and 
improper.  Needless,  because  Congress  have  the 
power  and  ability.   This  is  delegated  to  this  de- 

Cartment  of  the  Government ;  in  uie  first  instaoce, 
y  the  Constitution ;  and  Congress  have  no  right 
to  surrender  it.  "  New  States  may  be  admitted  by 
the  Congress,"  and  no  other  body. 

It  is  improper,  because  it  would  perplex  a  cer- 
tain class  of  proprietors.  Apply  this  to  the  poor 
yeUow  man  who  owns  land  in  Missouri.  They 
pass  a  law  prohibiting  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
from  settling  "  in  the  State,  under  any  pretext 
whatsoever."  This  is  in  force  till  nullified  by  the 
judiciary,  which  cannot  be  effected  without  an  ac- 
tion at  law.  Is  he  able  to  endure  this  excessive  bur- 
den 1  Who  would  undertake  ttto  getinto Missouri  1 
The  barrier  is  equal  to  an  armed  force,  extending 
around  the  whole  territory  of  tbe  State.  It  would 
keep  any  citizen  in  the  Union  out,  and  this  was 
the  design  of  it.  Surely,  if  they  were  to  say, 
(which  they  could  with  equal  propriety,)  that  no 
citizen  with  a  grap  liead  should  settle  in  Missouri, 
I  would  never  make  the  attempt.  Hence,  then, 
this  provision  in  the  coostitution  of  Missouri  is 
ia  direct  hostility  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stetes. 

This,  sir,  is  distinctly  admitted  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  House,  to  whom  the  consti- 
tution was  referred.  They  say,  "  the  committee 
'  are  not  unaware  that  a  part  of  the  26th  section  of 
'  die  3d  article  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  by 
'  which  the  legislature  of  that  Statehasbeenuirect- 
'  ed  to  pass  laws  '  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mu- 
'  lattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  State,* 
'  has  been  construed  to  apply  to  sucn  of  that  class 
'  as  are  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
'  their  exclusion  has  been  deemed  repugnant  to  the 
'  Federal  Constitution."  Here  the  fact  for  which 
we  contend  is  conceded ;  and,  also,  that  there  are 
some  "  of  that  class  who  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States."  If  thisis  not  the  case,  why  your  provisos? 
Why  submit  nothing  to  the  judiciary?  Why 
must  there  he  a  protestando  iutroduced  ? 

Mr.  President,  I  proceed  to  show  the  conse- 
quences of  this  provision. 

Some  Statesnave  free  citizens  of  color.  This 
is  the  case  in  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Massachusetts.  In  Vermont,  there  is  a  mulatto 
man  by  the  name  of  Haines,  who  is  a  regular 
ordained  minister  in  Rutland.  He  is  pastor  of  a 
church  and  society  of  white  people ;  has  frequent- 
ly been  moderator  of  the  Theological  Association 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  also  of  ecclesiastical 
councils  convened  lor  the  ordination  of  ministers. 
In  fact,  his  abilities,  education,  moral  character, 
and  standing  in  society,  are  such  that  he  has  re- 
ceived an  honorary  d^ree  of  Master  of  Arts  from 
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the  UniTCTsity.  Bat  this  man  and  his  family,  al- 
though of  high  standing  in  eommoDity,  and  pos- 
sessing all  the  facolties  of  ctdzens,  are  proscribed, 
and,  by  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  are  prohibited 
settling  in  the  State. 

In  New  Hampshire,  there  was  a  yellow  man  by 
the  name  of  Cheswell,  who,  with  his  family,  were 
respectable  in  point  of  abilities,  property,  and 
character.  He  held  some  of  the  first  omces  in 
the  town  in  which  he  resided,  was  appointed  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  that  countv^  and  was  perfectly 
competent  to  peiform  with  ability  all  the  duties  of 
his  Tarious  onlees  in  the  most  prompt,  accarate, 
and  acceptable  manner.  Butj  this  family  are  for- 
bidden to  enter  and  live  ii^  MisMniri. 

In  Boston,  is  a  svolatto  man  by  the  name  of 
Thomas  Paul,  a  regularly  ordained  Baptist  Min- 
ister, pastor  of  a  &ureo  of  people  of  color,  at 
whose  meeting  many  white  people  attend,  and 
who  preaches  by  ezclmnge  or  otherwise,  with  all 
the  ne^boring  minivers  of  his  denomination. 

Sir,  you  not  only  exclude  these  citizens  from 
their  Constitutional  "  privil^ea  and  immnnities," 
but  also  your  soldiers  of  color,  to  whom  yon  bare 
given  patents  for  land.  You  had  a  company  of 
this  description.  They  have  fought  your  battles } 
they  hare  defended  yonr  country ;  they  hare  pre- 
served your  privil^es,  but  hare  lost  their  own. 
What  aid  you  say  to  them  on  their  enlistment  1 
We  will  give  you  a  monthly  coitijpensation,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  160  acres  of  good  land,  on 
which  yon  may  settle,  and,  bjr  cultivating  the  soil, 
spend  yonr  deelining  years  m  peace,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  those  immunities  for  which  you 
have  foiifiht  and  bled.  Now,  sir,  you  restrict 
them,  and  will  not  mttee  than  to  vajpy  the  fruit 
of  that  labor.  Where  is  the  public  faith  in  this  case? 
Did  they  suppose,  with  a  intent  in  their  hand, 
declaring  their  title  to  land  in  Missouri,  with  the 
seal  of  tne  nation  and  President's  signature  affixed 
thereto,  it  would  be  sai3  to  them,  by  any  authori^, 
you  shall  not  possess  the  premises  7  This  could 
never  have  been  anticipated. 

But,  says  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine, 
(Mr.  Holmes,)  "they  are  iwrfectly  secured  by  a 
saving  clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri," 
which  must  be  taken  in  connexion  with  that  part 
which  prohibits  their  settling  in  the  State.  It 
must,  therefore,  be  read :  "  it  shall  be  the  daty  of 
'  Uie  General  AsaemUy  to  pass  laws,  to  pevent  free 
'  n^coesandmnlattoesfrom coming  toand settling 

*  in  this  Slate,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever : 

*  Prvoidedj  komer,  The  General  AssemUy  sh^l 
'  never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the 
'  soil  by  the  United  States,  nor  with  any'  regula- 
'  tton  Congress  may  fiad  necessary  for  securing 
'  the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  boaa  fiue  purchasers." 
My  humble  opinion  is,  this  do«  not  reach  the  case. 
Were  it  to  protect  patentees  of  the  Government, 
this  would  be  only  a  part  of  that  class  of  citizens 
who  are  liaise  to  suffer.  But  the  fact  is,  it  will 
□ot  do  that.  The  law  says,  a  mulatto  man  shall 
not  settle  in  Missouri  "under  any  pretext  what- 
soerer."  This  provision  saysj  "  the  Assembly  shall 
nerer  {intnfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the 
soil.'*   Wliat  has  thu  to  do  «iu  his  settling  io 


that  State?  {t  will  afford  him  no  relief.  But  "the 
<  Assembly  shall  not  interfere  with  any  regulation 
'  Congress  may  find  it  necessary  for  securing  the 
'  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers." 
What  security  will  this  afford  to  the  yellow  maa 
desirous  of  settling  in  Missouri?  They  will  not 
destroy  his  title,  but  they  will  not  permit  him  to 
come  into  the  State.  The  gentleman's  argument 
goes  upon  the  ground,  that  a  title  and  possession 
are  the  same.  This  1  do  not  admit.  It  is  a  prin- 
ciple laid  down  in  the  books,  that  one  person  may 
hold  the  title  and  another  the  possession ;  and  this 
is  proved  from  daily  experience.  If  this  were  not 
the  ease,  what  gives  origin  to  a  writ  of  ejectment? 
It  grows  out  of  the  very  circumstance  that  one 
{wrsou  may  hcid  the  title  and  another  Uie  posses- 
sion; and  the  title  maybe  good,  but  possession 
cannot  be  obtained  without  an  action  at  law. 
The  quality  of  the  title  in  this  case  may  he  infer* 
red  from  the  fact,  that,  although  the  yellow  man 
may  not  enter  and  possess  the  premises,  he  can 
transfer  his  title  to  a  white  citizen,  who  may,  with- 
ont  molestation,  eater  and  enjoy  the  premises. 

Then,  on  a  critical  examiuation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, we  find  DO  relief,  but  are  compelled  to  yidd 
to  the  fact,  that  free  citizens  of  some  States  are 
precluded  the  privilege  of  settling  in  Missouri;  by 
which  their  rights  are  abridged,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  President,  can  we  suffer  one,  even  the  mean- 
est of  oar  citizens,  to  be  UQCoustitntionally  de- 
prived of  his  privileges?  No.  We  are  the  guar- 
dians of  his  rights,  and,  in  the  performance  of  onr 
dnty,  we  cannot  permit  them  to  be  infringed. 

How  was  it  with  Mr.  Mead&  who  was  unjustly 
retained  in  prison  in  Spain?  He  was  deprived  of 
his  liberties  and  immtmities.  Congress  took  no- 
tiw  of  the  circumstance  and  that  very  justly. 
Exeentive  interferrace  was  exercised,  and  his  lib- 
erty was  regained.  This  manifested  a  suitable  re- 
gard to  the  rights  of  our  citizens.  When  onr  citi- 
zens are  taken  and  retained  by  the  Algerines,  you 
retake  or  negotiate  and  redeem  them.  In  this  case 
you  make  no  distinction  between  the  white  man 
and  negro — they  are  both  redeemed  with  your  mo- 
ney. When  Commodore  O'Brien  was  consul  at 
Algiers,  there  were  six  negroes  redeemed  at  the 
same  price  as  white  men ;  and  one  slave,  who  was 
restored  to  his  owner,  but  not  made  iree.  When 
your  soldiers  are  captured,  black  or  white,  you  re- 
deem them.  It  is  proper  that  you  should.  These 
are  only  the  infringement  of  other  rights,  than 
those  abridged  by  the  constitution  of  Missonri. 
The  question  is  not  what  privileges  may  be  vio- 
lated, nor  how  many,  nor  to  what  degree,  nor 
whether  the  citizen  be  black  or  white ;  but  can  we 
tamely  suffer  one  State  to  deprive  any  citizen  of 
any  of  his  Constitutional  rights  and  privileges? 

If  Missouri  can  do  this,  why  not  keep  a  standing 
army,  enter  into  a  treaty,  coin  money,  and  grant 
titles  of  nobility?  She  is  a  frontier  State — the  In- 
dians are  near ;  it  may  be  very  convenient  to  keep 
an  army  or  make  a  treaty.  The  reason  is,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  distinctly  saya 
she  shall  not.  And  in  the  other  ease  it  ex|H:essly 
declares,  **the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  en- 
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'  titled  to  all  the  puTileges  and  iiamunities  of  the 
'  citizens  of  Missouri ;  and  they  shall  have  as  free 

'  ingress  and  regress  as  her  own  citizens  now 
*  hare."  This  is  the  only  consistent  construction 
that  can  be  given  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  only  safe  principle  which  can 
be  adopted  to  secure  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution from  infraction,  and  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  citizens  of  the  several  'States  from  the 
most  destructive  violation.  Admit  the  contrary 
principle,  and  each  State  becogies  a  monarchy,  or 
IS  transformed  to  despotism.  Our  dearest  privi- 
leges are  wrested  from  our  hands;  and  those  very 
rights  by  which  our  national  union,  domestic  tran- 
quillity, and  general  welfare  are  secured,  are  for- 
ever annihilated.  If  you  can  proscribe  one  class 
of  citizens,  you  may  another.  Color  no  more 
comes  into  consideration  to  decide  who  is  a  citizen 
than  size  or  profession.  You  may  as  well  aay  a 
tall  citizen  shall  not  settle  in  Missouri,  as  a  vellow 
citizen  shall  not.  If  one  Statecau  do  this  ailmay. 
The  consequence  will  be,  that  size,  profession,  age, 
shape,  color,  or  any  disgusting  qoality  in  a  citizen, 
would  be  a  sufficient  reason  why  he  should  be 
Iffeduded  settling  in  any  State,  which,  from  its 
pride,  caprice,  or  vanity,  are  disposed  to  keep  him 
out.  Sir,  under  such  a  state  of  things^,  where  are 
our  liberties  and  privileges?  They  are  iled.  They 
are  absorbed  in  the  caprice  of  a  State.  Where  is 
yout  "free  ingress  and  regress  from  State  to  State?" 
Your  national  existence  is  tost;  the  Union  is  de- 
stroyed; the  objects  of  confederation  annihilated, 
and  your  political  fabric  demolished. 

Sir,  I  have  eudeavored  to  point  out  the  objects 
of  the  American  confederacy ;  the  duty  and  power 
of  Congress;  the  duty,  power,  and  privil^es  of 
States}.who  are  citizens  of  some  States,  and  the 
rights  of  oiu  citizens,  and  the  {^ovisions  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stat^  by  which  those 
rights  are  secured,  and  the  provisions  of  th?  con- 
etiiutiou  of  Missouri;  and  have  come  to  tliis  irre* 
sistible  conclusion,  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  secures  to  the  citizens  of  all  the 
States  in  the  Union.  "  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  the  citizens"  of  each  State  in  the  Union ; 
but  Missouri,  in  her  constitution,  p>rccludes  certain 
citizens,  in  certain  States,  the  "privileges  and  im- 
nmnities"  of  her  own  citizens;  therefore,  the  con- 
sUtution  of  Missouri  contravenes  the  express  pro- 
Tisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
For  these  reasons  I  rote  against  the  resolution. 

Sir,  a  few  more  words,  and  I  close  my  argu- 
ment. I  ruret  that  I  feel  combed  to  offer  an 
opinion  of  the  complexion  of  this  business.  I  la- 
ment that  it  has  the  appearance  of  defiance.  I 
hare  endearored  to  put  the  most  faroraUe  con- 
atraction  possiUe  upon  it,  and  it  amounts  to  a 
challenge.  Onpose  us  if  you  dare !  I  am  driven 
to  this  result  from  knowledge  and  reflection.  On 
examinbg  this  constitution,  I  am  sure  it  was  not 
penned  by  uninformed  men.  Aside  from  a  few 
exceptionable  parts,  jt  is  one  of  the  best  constitu- 
tions I  hare  ever  seen.  The  Conrention  were  not 
unapprized  of  the  feelings  excited  last  session. 
The  particular  exceptionable  clause  was  not  in 
the  original  draught  They  were  inforauMl  by  their 


honoraUe  Ddegate,  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
appears  here  as  a  Senator,  that  ^is  paragraph 
would  be  objectionable.  But  it  is  here,  not  maid- 
vertently  nor  from  necessity.  If  theyhad  intended 
to  pass  a  law  similar  to  that  directed  by  this  pa- 
ragraph in  the  conitittttion,  they  could  httve  done 
it  without  this  provision. 

Mr.  President:  Before  I  take  myseat,  I  must  be 
peimitted  to  make  a  few  strictures  upon  some  re- 
marks which  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith.)  He  observed 
that  "  n^roes  and  mulattoes  are  not  citizois  of  the 
United  States."  It  is  not  my  intention  to  con- 
sume your  time  to  demonstrate  the.  contrary  of 
this ;  because  it  would  not,  in  the  least  degree, 
vary  the  subject.  Our' inquiry  is,  and  it  is  the 
point  which  settles  the  question,  are  they  citizens 
of  any  particular  State?  This  point  I  have 
proved,  and  op  the  other  hand  it  is  ac|mitted ;  and 
if  they  are  citizens  of  any  one  State  in  the  Union, 
this  is  enough  for  our  purpose.  I  would  ask  my 
friend,  what  is  the  man  in  his  country  who  is 
neither  a  «f(iw  nor  an  oiim  7  In  mine  he  is  a  citi- 
zen. The  gentleman  argued  lar^elv  to  show  "  that 
slavery  was  tolerated  in  Republics."  He  need  not 
bare  gone  to  Rome,  Greece,  nor  Sparta,  to  hare 
proved  this;  it  is  evident  from  our  daily  observa- 
tion, and,  of  course,  admitted.  But  what  is  this 
to  the  point  in  debate  1  What  has  this  to  do  with 
the  question  whether  Missouri  has  a  Constitutional 
right  to  prohibit  free  citizens  from  settling  in  her 
Territory  ?  Does  it  follow,  because  slavery  is  tol- 
erated in  Republics,  thereiore  Missouri  may  pro- 
scribe free  citizens?  This  reasoning  is  neither 
conclusive  nor  convincing. 

The  gentlemw  says :  "  Missouri  is  now  a  State 
to  all  intents  and  purposes."  This  is  not  admit- 
ted. What  has  made  her  a  State  ?  What  is  the 
language  of  your  resolution?  Not  that  she  now 
M,  but  mat  she  shaU  be.  a  State,  when  tins  resciu- 
tion  is  passed  by  boln  Houses,  and  approved  by 
the  President. 

"Be  it  resolved,  &c.,  that  the  State  of  Missouri 
'  shail  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  one  of  the 
'  United  States  of  America."  But,  were  it  true 
that  she  is  a  State,  there  is  nothing  gained  by  it. 
Vermont  was  a  State  a  l9ng  time  oefore  she  was 
receired  into  the  Union.  The  question  is,  shall 
Missouri  be  admitted  with  a  constitution  which 
conflicts  with  the  Constitatim  of  the  UyUed 
States? 

My  friend  argues,  "we  are  bound  by  theTteaAy 
of  Cession  to  receire  her."  Admit  tms.  But  in 
that  treaty  there  are  terms  and  conditbaB. .  "The 

*  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  tetritorjr  shall  ba  incor- 
'  ptuiued  in  the  Union  of  the  United  StatQs,  and 

*  admitted  as  soon  as  possiUe,  according  to  the 

*  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution."  Hence, 
in  her  admission,  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  must  be  obserred  and  maintainiBd  in- 
violate. This  was  the  ground  aa  which  Louisi- 
ana was  receired,  and  Missouri  being  a  pifirt  of 
the  same  purchase,  she  must  be  admitted  on  the 
same  principles,  and  in  the  same  way,  and  no 
other. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  "  States  were  Sflmitted 
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vitbout  pieseDting  thdr  conslitution."  This  may 
hare  been  tht  case.  Circumstances  bare  been 
diffetent,  especially  with  Vermont;  and  the  man- 
ner of  this  transaction  less  formal  and  correct  than 
at  the  present  time.  Because  another  State  has 
been  received,  which  did  not  present  her  constitu- 
tion, does  it  follow  that  Congress  most  not  exam- 
ine the  constitution  of  Missouri  ?  It  matters  not 
in  ihis«ase  what  hmt  been  done ;  the  constitution 
is  here  presmted  to  Congress.  But  you  have  no 
power  to  control  a  constitatioo."  For  what  pur- 
pose, iheo,  is  it  sent  here.  To  lie  on  our  table  ? 
Cos^:nw  had  power  to  control  the  eomtitntion  of 
Louisiana.  Hare  they  less  power  than  they  then 
iiad  ?  In  this  case  they  said .  to  the  Convention, 
send  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  your  constitution 
here,  and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  disapproved  by 
CongreBs  at  their  next  session,  the  naid  State  sfaaU 
be  aamitied  into  the  Union.  This  is  all  the  power 
for  which  we  contend ;  and  this  is  a  privilege 
which  Congress  has  had,  and  still  has,  a  right  to 
exercise. 

"  Louisiana,  Ohio,  and  other  States,  declare 
how  penoos  coming  into  them  shall  obtain  a  resi- 
dence." This  we  readily  admit;  and  against 
sQch  r^ulauon  hare  no  objection.  But  does  it 
follow,  because  certain  States  prescribe  ccmdi- 
tioiik  OB  which  emigraai*  shall  gain  a  resid«iee, 
therefore  BStssouri  has  a  Constitutipnal  right  to 
piohilHt  the  citizens  of  other  States  from  settliog 
.in  hex  territory  7  Really  I  do  not  see  the  force  oT 
the  argument. 

"  Slates  hare  made  a  distinction  between  white 
people  and  blacks."  This  is  very  true ;  so  they 
hare  between  white  peo^e.  South  Carolina  ha!s 
distinguished  that  gentleman  in  giviag  him  a  seat 
here,  and  that  ver^  justly ;  and  ne  has  nobly  dis- 
tiuniahed  himself.  Ana  what  is  this  to  the  point  ? 
"  But  in  the  Eastern  Siate^  tbey  whip  black  peo- 
ple—not only  oQce  and  twice,  but  ten  times,  and 
every  ten  days."  This  may  be  trae ;  and  equally 
tiue,  that  they  whip  white  peo[de  when  tbey  vio- 
late their  laws;  and  continue  to  whip,  black  or 
white,  as  long  as  they  continue  to  violate  whole- 
some laws ;  and'  I  suspect  will  persevere  in  the 
practice  until  they  reform  or  emigrate  to  South 
GaraUna,  where  they  may  receive  better  treatment. 
Doeathis  prove  any  thing  with  respect  to  the  con- 
utifrniMinal  power  of  Missouri  1 

But,  aaya  the  gentleman,  "New  Hampshire  ex- 
clndes  negraea  from  trainiB|{."  This  is  very  true  [ 
and  s»they  eienn  tnasjr  white  people.  Tlus  only 
places -them  anong  the  exmpta;  generally,  the 
lirst  ciaas  in  society.  And  frcMH  this  very  circum- 
stanc&  they  have  the  privilege  of  walkmg^bout 
with  the  oiaer  geotleEa«n  and  seeing  the  soldiers 
train.  It  neither  d«^ve«  them  or  any  other  per- 
son of  citizenship  or  any  other  privilege. 

Blacks,  then,  are- not  d^raded  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. Custom  has  made  a  ^tinction  between 
them  and  other  men  ;  but  the  Constitution  and 
lawD  make  none. 

Mr.  Prendent,  a  few  words  in  reply  to  what  has 
&llen  from  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr. 
HoLMEa,)  and  I  shaU  have  done.  He  observed, 
pvebaaeni  ander  ffae  United  States  are  not  re- 


stricted. To  maintain  this  position,  he  took  occa- 
sion to  explain  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  of  Missouri,  the  incorrectness  of 
which  will  more  fully  appear  in  his  after  remarks, 
in  the  application  of  the  principle.  As  my  former 
argument  had  a  particular  allusion  to  these  opin- 
ions, any  further  refutation  is  unnecessary. 

This  gentleman  says,  "  the  doctrine  that  free 
hiacks  have  a  right  to  enter  free  States,  is  dan- 
gm>us."  I  am  a  little  surprised  to  hear  a  gmtie- 
man  of  so  much  acuteness  in  disquisition  upon 
Constitutional  law, calculatiBg  upon  ctmsequemces 
which  have  no  immediate  connexion  with  the 
subject.  He  might  as  well  argue,  that  a  commerr 
ciat  enterprise  to  the  Euxine  sea,  would  be  detri- 
mental to  Massachusetts,  and  therefore  Missouri 
must  keep  all  free  citizens  of  color  out  of  her  ter- 
ritory, as  to  argue  that  if  free  blacks  may  enter 
any  free  State,  Maine  will  he  infested  with  them ; 
and  therefore,  Mis.souri  must  proMbit  their  settling 
in  that  State. 

"A  Stale  may  exclude  any  person."  Here  we 
are  at  issue.  I  oyno  means  admit  tbe  doctrine. 
Any  State  may  regulate  the  terms  upon  n^ch 
emigrants  shall  become  residents;  but  no  State 
has  any  right  to  exclude  them.  To  utterly  pro- 
hibit, and  regulate  by  law  the  term-s  of  inhabitancy, 
are  materially  and  essoitially  di^ent;  andone 
within  the  municipal  power  of  every  State,  the 
other  e^uressly  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  "the  Constitution 
means,  when  tbey  get  in,  tbey  shall  have  privileges, 
but  they  may  be  kept  out."  This  is  a  litUe  curious, 
for  a  gentleman  learned  in  the  law.  Then,  if  a 
person  were  to  ascend  in  an  air  balloon,  at  a  small 
distance  from  the  line  of  Missouri,  and  safely  land 
within  her  territorv,  the  constitution  secures  to 
him  "privileges  and  immunities;"  but  it  makes  no 
provision  for  nis  crossing  the  line  by  Umd.  Under 
this  exposition^  where  is  the  "  free  ingress  and  re- 
gress" of  the  citizais  of  each  State  guarantied  by 
the  Constimtion  ?  Sir,  your  constitution  is  like  a 
nose  of  wax.  Your  liberties  and  privileses  aro  a 
bubble.  Yoor  tuiion,  domestic  trenquiUtty,  and 
pnwpect  of  conaon  defence,  ate  prostrated  to  the 
ground.  But,  says  the  gentlemaa,  this  doctrine 
is  certainly  comet,  and  to  test  hb  principle,  he 
adds,  "  send  a  mulatto  man  here^  snbnld  aw  not 
fed  our  rights  invaded  7  This  Has  no  edbncxioa 
vrith  the  qneation.  It  is  possible  some  gentleman 
mi^t  feet  his  r^j^hts  invaded.  But  I  would  in- 
quire^ in  my  turn,  what  rights  are  invaded  t  And 
I  would  seriously  ask  the  Senate,  if  any  State  in 
the  Union  were  duly  to  elect  a  yellow  man  Con- 
stitutionally qualified,  commission  and  send  him 
here  with  his  credentials,  you  can  exclude  him  a 
seat?  You  have  a  right  to  decide  on  the  qualifi- 
cations of  your  members ;  but  color  is  no  more  a 
qualification  than  height,  profession,  or  nation. 
The  g«ademan  observes,  "  a  mulatto,  though  a 
citizm  ia  one  State,  eoing  into  MissMiri,  has  no 
other  rights  than  a  mulatto  has  in  Missouri."  Hot 
w»  an  at  issne  asain.  This  doctrine  I  flady  deny. 
The  Balofan'ous  air  and  fertfle  soil  of  Missouri  can 
never  rattunorphose  a  free  citizen  into  a  slare; 
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neither  can  the  coDstttution  and  law  of  MiKOuri 
do  it.  Were  the  [ffopontion  true,  then  a  blae!c  or 
yellow  free  citizen  of  Maine,  goin^  into  Vii^dia, 
would  be  a  slave.  A:*  I  befwe  iDtinuted,  it  is  ctt- 
WM  only,  and  not  color,  that  comes  into  ronsidera- 
tion,  in  deciding  this  qaestion. 

^t  the  gentleman,  in  a  rery  affictinff  tooe, 
enlists  all  our  sympathies,  in  view  of  the  consc- 
qoences  of  rejecting  this  unconstitutional  instru- 
ment from  Missouri.  For  these,  sir,  I  cooceive 
CoBgress  is  not  accountable;  and,  therefore,  such 
imaginary  phantoms  are  not  proper  subjects  of  dis- 
cussion, nor  suitable  beacons  to  direct  our  course. 
Missouri  was  permitted,  under  a  law  of  Congress, 
to  form  a  constitution,  "republican,  and  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 
and  "  transmit  an  attested  copy  of  such  constitu- 
tion to  Congress."  It  was  expected  she  would 
perform  this  in  good  faith.  If  she  has  utterly 
failed — formed  and  presented  a  constitution  re- 
pugnant .to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  unpleasant  cimsenuences  result,  the  fault  is 
her  own.  There  can  be  no  provision  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  inadvertently  introduced  j  of 
course,  all  die  conseqnoiees  rest  upon  BdisMuri. 
These,  however,  are  not  to  come  mto  our  con- 
sideration ;  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
alone  is  to  direct  our  course. 

But  the  gentleman  discovers  another  difficulty, 
in  case  this  cunstitution  is  rejected :  he  is  unable 
to  determine  in  what  condition  Missouri  will  be, 
vrhether  Territory,  or  State,  or  neither.  With  re- 
spect to  this,  sir,  1  have  only  to  observe,  if  that 

Sutleman  cannot  divine,  I  [resume  it  is  within 
e  scope  of  Congress,  and  merely  that  circum- 
stance woiUd  not  convince  me  the  object  is  nnat- 
tainaUe. 

I  would  also  add,  that  every  difficulty  of  this 
kind  which  could  possibly  have  arisen  miffht  have 
been  art^ed  by  precautions  similar  to  those  ob- 
served by  Maine.  She,  in  the  first  place,  peti- 
tioned die  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  for  leave 
to  form  a  consdtution  and  independent  State. 
This  was  Kraoted.  She  then  formed  her  consti- 
tution, and  fixed  her  election  for  State  officers 
aftn  the  probable  time  of  the  aiyourament  of  the 
then  next  session  of  Congress,  She  presented  her 
constitution  for  the  approbation  of  Congress  and 
admission  into  the  Union.  This  was  done.  After 
she  became,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  a  State  in  the 
Union,  she  elected  her  officers,  and  organized  her 
government.  If  Missouri  had  pursued  the  same 
moderate  and  consistent  course,  there  could  have 
been  no  possible  difficulty  with  respect  to  her 
character  or  eonditioB. 

Mr.  President,  these  being  my  views  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  close  my  remarks,  after  presenting  my 
thanks  to  the  honorable  Senate  for  the  great  can- 
dor and  attention  with  which  they  have  indulged 
me  while  I  have  occupied  their  time. 

Mr.  Macok  followed  the  above  speech  with  a 
motion  to  recommit  the  resolution  to  the  select 
committee  which  reported  it,  with  instructions  to 
strike  out  the  proviso  adopted  to-day  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Eaton.  Mr.  M.  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever of  the  propriety  of  the  naked  i^ntion  as 


reported,  and  was  opposed  to  the  proviso:  he  thoe- 
fore  proposed  this  mode  of  getting  rid  of  it. 

The  question  on  recommitting  the  resolution 
was  decided  in  the  nq;ative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

Tbas — Massrt.  BaniJi,  Di^enoa,  King  of  New 
York,  LuiDitn,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Milli,  Morril,  NoUr, 
Palmer,  Roberts,  RugRleo,  Ssnfoii],  Bmith,  Tichenor, 
WiUikms  of  Tennesaee,  and  Wilson — 17.  • 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Cbsndlor,  Dsoa, 
Eaton,  Sdwanla,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Misnssippi,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louinana,  King  of  Alabama, 
Lloyd,  Parrott,  Pinkaey,  Pleasants,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Trimbls,  Van  B^ke,  Walker  of  Alabama, 
Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 27. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Mfsars.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  Horsey,  JohnsOD  of  Keatucky,  Johnsoa 
of  Loaisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Parrott,  Pink- 
ney,  Pleasants,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Vau 
Dyke,  Walkfr  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  GeorgU,  Wil- 
liams of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 26. 

■  Nats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Hunter, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mills, 
Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
Tidieaor,  Trimble,  and  Wilson— 18. 

I 


Tuesday,  December  12. 

Mr.  Tbojus  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
r^^ister  of  the  land  office  and  receivw  of  public 
moneys  at  Shawneetown,  jvaying  compensation 
for  extra  services  rendered  m  the  execution  of  the 
act  "granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  lauds  to  certain  settlers  in  the  lUioois 
Territory,"  and  of  the  acts  coneerning  Shawnee- 
town ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  four  manwials,  signed 
by  a  number  of  individuals  concerned  directly  or 
indirectly  as  purchasers  of  public  lauds  prior  to 
the  law  "  makinff  further  provision  for  the  sal&of 
the  public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates 
injuriously  on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States  j  and  the 
memwials  were  read,  and  aeveraHy  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  PuUie  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  presehted  two  meouuial^  signed  by 
a  number  of  individuals,  of  the  same  import  and 
object  as  the  preceding;  which  were  read,  and 
severally  referred  to  the  last  mentioned  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee^ 
that  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodgson,  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  mereofj 
the  said  modon  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
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amending  the  jndieiary  laws  in  relation  to  writs 
of  error  in  criminal  eases ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  ImII  from  the  House  of  Representa  tires, 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the 
district  court  in  the  district  of  Mississippi,"  was 
read  the  second  tim^  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  Vol  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  District  of  Colombia," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  no 
further  amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  amended  ; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  conuderation  of  the  bilL  entitled  "An 
act  to  mcoiponte  the  managers  oi  the  National 
Vaccine  Institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
and^the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  iueuporate 
the  Columbian  Society  for  literary  puiposea ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Johkboh  of  Kentocky,  it  was 
laid  on  tbe  taue. 

The  resolution  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly  to 
employ  a  person  to  attend  Uie  furnace,  was  read 
the  tlurd  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Holmes,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  fcv  the  relief  of  Morgan  Brown  ,  was 
read  the  third  timc^  and  passed. 

ELECTORAL  TOTES. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  New  Jmey,  submitted  tbe  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Rtaohed,  That  th«  Comnitte*  on  the  Jndiciar; 
be  initiwclsi  to  inqune  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
uliat  previsisDB  an  OMMsary  or  proper  to  be  made 
by  law  to  meat  coDtiogeneie*  which  may  arias  from 
unlawfolt  dtspotedr  or  doabtfiil  votes  aodet  that  part 
of  the  13th  artide  of  amendments  to  tbe  Conatita- 
tioB  of  the  United  States,  which  relates  to  coaoting 
the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  the  President  and  Vice 
Preaidant  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WiLSO.*!  said,  it  would  be  found,  on  refer- 
ring to  the  article  in  the  Constitution  alluded  to 
in  wis  resolution,  that  the  provision  in  relation  to 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent is  very  generaL  The  words  are,  "  the  Presi- 
'  dent  of  tiue  Senate  shall,  in  presence  of  the  Sen- 
'  ate  and  House  of  Representatives,  cq>en  all  the 
*  eertificanB,and  the  rotes  ahall  then  neeotmted." 
It  is  aot  said  who  shall  coant  the  votes,  nor  who 
shall  decide  what  rotes  shall  be  coonted.   In  con- 


sequence of  this  defect,  as  the  Senate  would  well 
remember,  some  difficulty  occurred  four  years  ago, 
in  relation  to  the  votes  from  Indiana.  Objections 
were  made  to  receiving  the^e  votes;  the  counting 
was  interrupted  ;  the  two  Houses  separated  ;  and 
although  on  that  occasion  they  agam  came  toge- 
ther, and  proceeded  on,  and  completed  the  business 
before  them,  so  happy  a  result  might  not  always 
be  produced.  Cases  might  occur  where  stronger 
doubts  might  exist,  or  more  excitement  prevail ; 
debates  be  protracted,  and  decisions  deferr^  and 
serious  inconveniences  or  evils  follow.  Was  it 
not  jvobable  such  a  case  would  occur  during  the 
present  session  %  Would  it  not  at  least  be  prudent 
to  guard  against  dangler  from  such  a  contingency? 
Congress  has  unquestionably  the  irawer,  under  tne 
last  clause  of  the  8tb  section  of  tne  first  article  of 
the  Constitution,  and  he  thought  tiiey  ought  to 
exercise  it,  by  vesting  the  authority  to  decide  upon 
doubtful,  disputed,  or  unlawful  votes,  either  in  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  the  Senate  itself,  the  House 
of  Representatives,  or  in  the  two  Houses,  con- 
jointly or  separately.  At  least,  Mr.  W.  deemed 
the  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  the 
inquiry  proposed  in  the  resolution  which  he  had 
submitted. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  also  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Ruohed,  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary  be 
instructed  to  inqnire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
amendments  are  necessarj  and  proper  to  be  made  to 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  tiie  United  States, 
and  declaring  tbe  officer  who  shall  act  as  President, 
in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,"  passed  March  1,  1792. 

Both  resolntionG  lie  on  the  taUe  one  day  of 

course. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  resolution  declaring  the  consent  of  Con^ 
^esss  to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
ipto  the  Union  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
question  stated  "  Shall  the  resolution  pass  ?" 

Mr.  Trimble  obaaved,  in  reference  to  some 
remarks  between  himself  and  Mr.  Smith  yjeaXa- 
day,  that  he  had  not  Toted  for  the  admission  of 
Alabama,  becanve  he  could  not  reconcile  the  pro- 
vision in  relation  to  banks,  (with  all  the  checka 
and  guards  which  had  been  introduced  into  the 
constitution  of  Alabama  on  that  subject,)  with 
the  Federal  Constitution.  In  relation  to  (hat  pro- 
vision he  had  entertained  doubts  which  were  at 
the  time  expressed  to  some  of  his  friends.  Mr.  T. 
said  it  was  true  that  he  had  not  made  a  formal 
opposition  to  the  admission  of  Alabama,  because 
he  had  just  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  was 
unaccustomed  to  legislative  proceedings ;  nor  did 
he  then  suppose  that  it  was  so  important  that  he 
should  record  his  nam&  in  opposiuon  to  the  mea- 
sures which  he  thounit  violated  the  spirit  and 
true  meaning  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  But, 
had  the  gentkman,  said  Mr.  T.,  no  other  defence 
to  set  up  tot  Aat  article  of  the  constitution  <^ 
Missouri?  If,  said  he,  the  Federal  Constitution 
has  been  violated,  in  one  instance,  is  that  any  rea- 
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son  that  it  should  be  violated  in  another?  Can 
preeedent  sanctify  a  violation  of  the  Constitution 
which  we  are  sworn  to  support? 

The  question  beinc  then  put,  the  resolution  was 
pused  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Repreaoitatires 
for  concurrence. 


Wednesday,  December  13. 
Mr.  RuoGL'ES  presented  the  petition  of  Philan* 
der  Chase,  President  of  Worthingion  College,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  a  donation  in  land  for 
the  use  of  said  coUege ;  and  the  memoiial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbebident  or  the  United  States  : 
Ta  ihe  Senate  of  the  Vnifed  StaUe 

In  comptitnce  with  a  resolotion  of  the  Senit*  of 
the  6ih  of  December,  requesting  thit  the  Rgent  em- 
plojed  under  the  tct,  entitled  "An  act  euthoriung 
the  purchase  of  fire  enginea  and  bailding  housea  for 
the  safe  keeping  of  the  aame,"  ahould  report  in  the 
manner  stated  in  the  aaid  resolution  his  conduct  ia 
execution  of  the  said  act,  I  nowtransmit  to  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  from  the  agent,  which  communicates  all 
the  information  which  has  been  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Deobhbib  13,  1830. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs,  Morril,  RoBBRTft,and  Lait- 
MAN,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Love,  only  son  of  Thomas  Love,  deceased,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  certain  services  rendered  by 
his  father  in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Julia 
Plantou,  of  the  city  of  Philadelpnia,  representing 
that  she  has  denned  and  executed  an  all^orieal 
paintiDg  of  the  "maty  of  Ghent,  whidi  she  s^ieits 
Congress  to  purchase ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings. 

Mr.  RosBRTs  presented  the  memorial  of  Jane 
Baker,  widow  of  Thomas  Baker,  late  a  Post  Cap- 
tain in  the  Navv,  praying  that  the  pension  which 
was  granted  to  Ker  husl»nd  may  k  continued  to 
her;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Jackson,  of  Ohio,  praying  compensation  for  the 
use  of  a  wagon  and  team,  and  for-  four  horses 
which  were  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
durii^  the  late  war ;  and  the  petition  was  read 
aind  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  of  the  citizens  of  (Georgetown,  remonstrat* 
imragatost  the  passage  of  the  biU  from  the  Home 
ofR^laeaentatives,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  ses- 
sion of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;"  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  oi 
Coliimbia. 


Dedehber,  18S0. 


Mr.  HoLMEa,  of  Mississippi,  communicated  a 
letter  to  him  from  the  Superiotendent  of  Indian 
Trade,  enclosing  a  copr  of  his  report  in  rdation  to 
Indian  trade ;  and  the  letter  and  report  w«e  read. 

Mr.  JoBNeON,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice,  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill 
for  the  rdief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gabriel 
Betzat,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  voIud- 
teers  engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
Seminou  Indians,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  Society  for  literary  purposes,  to- 
gether with  the  amenament  last  reportnl  thereto 
By  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  ; 
and  the  said  amendment  having  been  amended, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  oUl  and  amend- 
ment way  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  coitsider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary to  inquire  if  any  proviaioDS  are  necessary  to 
be  made  by  law  to  meet  contingencies,  which  may 
arise  from  unlawful,  disputed,  or  doubtful  votes, 
under  that  part  of  the  twelfth  article  of  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  which  relates  to  count- 
ing the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  President  and 
Vice  President ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  od  the 
Judiciary  to  inquire  what  amendments  are  neces- 
sary to  he  made  to  the  act  **  relative  to  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  and  declaring 
the  officer  who'shall  act  as  President  in  case  of 
vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice 
President ;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  resolutions  reported  hj  Mt.  Barbodr,  from 
the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  Ae 
petition  of  Matthew  Lyon  relative  to  the  late  sedi- 
tion law  and  the  fines  and  penalties  incurred  un- 
der i^  were,  on  motion;  of  Mr;  SiifTH  of  South 
Carolina,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Barbour,  post- 
poned to  the  1st  of  January. 


Thursday,  December  14. 
Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memorial  of  B.  B. 
Clemson,  {Haying  compensation  for  certain  ser^ 
vices  rendered  in  the  commissary's  department, 
and  in  other  stations  in  the  Army,  and  alsoremuu- 
eration  for  certain  expenses  tncurred  therein ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
L.  O^en  of  New  York,  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
others,  owners  of  certain  real  estate  at  Sackett's 
Harbw,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  which,  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  was  used  tot 
pnUic  purposes,  praying  compensation  and  indem- 
nity therefor ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entided  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Elias  Parks  "  reported  it  with  an 
amendment;  which  was  read. 
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Mr.  WiLSon,  from  the  Mime  comniiaee,  to  whom 
was  refeired  the  memorial  of  Eliza  Hill,  Jane 
Jervis,  and  I>ouisa  St.  Clair  Robb,  daughters  of 
the  late  Geoeial  St  Clair,  made  a  report,  aecom- 
panied  by  a  resolntioo,  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioners ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and 
reaolntion  were  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  li^ra- 
bee,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  petitioner  have  kare  to  withdraw  hia 
papen.  The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Freatdcnt  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapealce  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
Government;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  of  Lonisiana,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  I^al  representa- 
tives of  Ciabriel  Berzat,  deceased;  and  the  bill  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Commitlee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lanhan,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
reported  the  same  without  amendmeBt. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol^  the  consideration  of  the  hilh  entitled  "An 
act  to  mcorporate  the  Managers  of  the  National 
Vacetoe  Institution  in  the  District  of  Colombia;" 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postr 
poned  to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue 
in  fwce,  for  a  further  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes and  the  further  consideiation  thoeof 
postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Trimble  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  iu  a  bill  to  organize 
a  Law  Department. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  foltowiog  motion  for 
consideration: 

Reaohti,  Thst  th«  CommiUee  on  PobKe  Linda  be 
iastrncteJ  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  andioriMng 
the  sale,  and  to  reduce  the  price  of  eertaht  sections  of 
land,  hacotofim  leterved  for  the  fatnre  disposal  of  Coo- 
grSH,  liliule  end  being  within  that  part  of  Hw  Cin- 
cianaA  dtrtriel  which  lies  in  Indiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KtNO,  of  New  Ymk.  to  re- 
eODsider  the  vole  of  the  12th  instant,  cm  tne  reso- 
kitioa  aathoi^g  the  S^eant-at-Arms  of  the 
Senate  to  employ  a  person  to  attend  the  famace. 
The  said  motion  was  Uid  on  the  talde. 

The  Senate  adjouraed  to  Monday. 


MoNPAy,  Decfmba  18. 
Mr-  HoLHce,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Samnel  Tucker,  praying  compensation  for  ser- 
Tices  rendered  as  a  captain  in  the  Navy,  prior  to 
the  ad(H>tion  of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  ref^red  to  the  Committee 
oa  Naval  Afflurs. 


Sehatb. 


Mi.  Sanfobb  pesented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Barker,  of  New  York,  praying  the  interposition  of 
Congress  in  the  settlement  oi  his  account's^  under 
his  contracts  of  the  2d  of  May,  1814,  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  a  portion  of  the  ten 
million  loan,  being  part  of  the  twenty-five  millions 
authorized  by  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March,  1814; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refened  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  HoLHEB,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Horatio  Stark,  of  Mississippi,  praying  that, 
in  eonsidoation  of  long  military  services,  the  right 
of  entry  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Missis- 
sippi, which  may  become  ftvfeited  for  non-pay- 
ment by  those  who  made  the  original  entries,  may 
be  granted  to  him  at  the  present  or  former  price ; 
and  the  petition  was  readj  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  m  Military  A&irs. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Savannah  Poor  House  and  Hospital  Society,  pray- 
ing that  the  proper  officer  of  the  Government  may 
be  authorized  to  take,  iu  behalf  of  the  United 
Slates,  an  interest  of  one-half  in  the  buildinas 
erected  by  them  for  the  accommodation  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  ana 
Manuftctures. 

Mr.  Plbabahts  presented  the  petition  of  the 
delegates  of  the  United  Agricultural  Societies  of 
Prince  George,  Sussex,  Snnv  JPetersharg,  Brans- 
wick,  Dinwddie,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  In  Virginia, 
(wotestiog  against  any  increase  of  the  duties  at 
present  imp(Med  on  imputed  goods;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  reiored  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manuftetttres. 

Mr.  Sanfobp,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Perley  Keys  and  Jason  Fairbanks,'' 
reported  it  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  ^m  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Love, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pmsions, 
to  whom  was  referred  thejpetition  of  Park  Avery, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  jnayer  of  tne  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  restrfution  were  read. 

The  SoBBte  restnned  the  considemtion  of  the 
motion  of  die  16tb  of  November,  to  amend  the 
act  allowing  compensation  to  the  members  of 
Congress,  so  as  to  reduce  the  per  diem  to  six 
dollars;  and  it  was  further  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  14th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  sale,  and  to  reduce  the  price  of 
certain  sections  of  land,  and  agr^  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wm  referred 
the  petition  of  Charles  Larabee;  and  the  further 
consideration  thneof  was  postponed  to  Wednes- 
day next. 

The  Senate  proeeeded  to  eonsidei  the  report  of 
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the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Eliza  Dill,  Jaae  Jerris,  and  Lou- 
isa St. 'Clair  Robb,  daughters  of  the  late  General 
Arthur  St.  Clair;  and  in  coDformity  therewith 
resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petiiioaeis  ovght 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbia  Societjr  for  literary  purposes,  to- 
sether  with  the  amendment  last  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Distiict  of  Columbia ; 
and  the  eonsidnation  thereof  was  further  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
miltee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Elias  Parks,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Claims; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendment,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  House  amended  according- 
ly ;  and  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed)  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideiation  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  alto-  the 
times  of  the  msuob  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  in  the  District  of  Columbu^  and  the  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to  Wesdnesday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  Nathaniel 
Hazard,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  and  that  his  funeral  will 
take  place  this  day  at  two  o'clock. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hdntes,  it  was 
Re$ohed,  ummtTnouily,  That  the  Senate  will  at- 
t«Dd  the  funeral  of  N«tbani«l  Hazard,  late  «  member 
of  the  House  of  Repreaentativee  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  PrevidMice  Flantatiou,  Uiis  day  at 
two  o'eloek ;  and  aa  a  teatimon^  of  reapset  6a  the 
BMmorj  of  the  docoaaad,  thn  will  go  into  moaming, 
sad  wear  a  Mack  crape  loanu  the  1^  arm  A»  thirty 
days. 


TcESDAY,  December  19. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  Elisha 
Gordon,  of  New  Jersey,  legal  representative  of 
Patience  Gordon,  deceased,  praying  ^tayment  of 
a  loan  office  certificate  issued  to  the  said  Patience 
in  her  life  time,  by  the  loan  officer  of  New  Jersey, 
and  which  is  now  lost }  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  refmed  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  WiLBON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  Ha  petition  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  reported 
a  hiU  for  ^e  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and 
others ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.DiCKBRBON,  from  the  Joint  Library  Com- 
mittee, made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motions  for  consideration : 

Reaohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instracled  to  ioqnite  into  the  cxpedisncy  of  oonfinning 
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to  the  inhabitant*  of  the  coontiea  of  Attakapat,  Ope- 
loutaa,  and  Avoyelles,  in  the  State  of  LoniaiaDa,  their 
claim  to  the  eooimim  ass  of  all  eypreas  and  eypresa 
awampa  within  the  limits  of  those  couotiea. 

Reaoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  causes  which  have 
occasioned  the  delay  in  BUrvejing  the  public  lands  and 
private  claimi:  within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  into 
the  expediency  of  modifying  existing  laws  on  that 
•u^ect,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  surveying  of  those  lands. 

Boohed,  That  the  same  Committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making,  by  law,  aneh  provision  as 
may  be  deemed  essential,  to  cause  patents  to  be  issued 
for  all  private  land  claims  within  the  State  of  Lonis- 
iaoa,  which  bave  been  legally  confirmed  ;  and  into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  provision  fbr  compen- 
sating the  principal  deputy  aurveyora  of  Loutsiaaa, 
for  the  services  required  of  them. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  reli^ 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gabriel  Berzat,  de- 
ceased, reported  it  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 
Perry,"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Mcintosh;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concunence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  amendment  to  uie  bill  entitled  "Aa  act  for 
the  relief  of  Etias  Parks,"  having  been  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

CONGRESSIONAL  COMPENSATION. 

The  Senate,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution,  introduced  by  Mr.  Burrill,  of  Rhode 
Island,  on  the  16th  ultimo : 

Resolved,  Thtt  the  act  entitled  "An  act  allowing 
compensation  to  the  members  of  the  Senate,  members 
of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  delegates  of  the  Territories,  and  repealing 
all  Other  laws  on  the  subject,"  passed  at  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  ought  to  be  so  mlter«d 
and  amended  that  the  ccmtpensation  to  the  members 
and  delegates  aforesaid  ahaU  hereafter  be  six  dollars 
for  each  day's  attendance,  and  six  doUara  for  every 
twenty  miles'  travel,  instead  of  the  compensatioa  now 
allowed  by  said  act ;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for  altering  and 
amending  said  act  accordingly. 

Upon  the  merits  of  the  proposition,  and  of  the 
several  motioua  made  in  the  course  of  its  consider- 
ation, a  spirited,  good  tempered,  and  interesting 
debate  tookjriaee,  occupying  more  than  three  hours. 
The  foUowtng  embraces  a  statement  simply  of  the 
proceedings  and  of  the  names  of  those  gentlemen 
who  took  part  therein : 

The  resolution  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Bl-r- 
BILL  and  Roberts,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Dana;  and  Mr.  J. 
consluded  his  remarks  by  moving  to  postpone  the 
resolution  to  the  second  Monday  of  January  next. 

The  postponement  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  MacoMj  Daha,  and 
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BvBRiLL ;  mod  nq^atired  by  yeas  and  nays :  For 
the  postponement  16 ;  against  it  20. 

Mr.  MoRHiL  mored  to  postpone  the  resolotion 
to  Monday  next,  for  reasons  wnich  he  stated ;  and 
it  wasopposed  by  Mr.  Wilson.  The  motion  was 
neeaiired,  withoat  a  division. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  Re»olved,  and  insert- 
ing the  following  substitute : 

"  That  a  committe*  be  appointed  (o  inqoirc  into 
the  propriety  of  lednciDg  the  allowtncM  anunized  by 
the  act  eotiued  *  An  act  lUowiog  oorapeiuation  to  the 
memlMn  of  the  Senate,  the  members  of  the  Houh  of 
BepresentaliTea  of  the  United  Ststas  and  to  the  dele- 
gates of  the  Territories,  and  repealing  all  other  laws 
on  the  subject,'  with  the  allowances  to  the  officers  of 
the  respeetive  Houses  itf  Congress;  and  also  redocing 
the  allowances  made  by  law  to  the  principal  and  other 
officera  in  eadi  of  the  Execotive  Departments ;  and 
thrt  Um  eonnittee  han  leave  to  ropeit  fay  or  odier- 
wisa." 

Mr.  RouHTS  required  a  diTision  of  the  question ; 
and  it  being  accordingly  firat  taken  on  striking  out, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ayes  1^. 

Considerable  debate  followed  on  the  relative 
merits  of  this  amendment  and  the  original  resolu- 
tion, in  which  the  amendment  was  uvocated  by 
Messrs.DAHA,  JoBHeoKjOf  KeDtucky,and  CaAnn- 
LER,  and  was  of^iosed  by  Messrs.  Borrill  and 
Roberts  ;  in  the  course  of  which 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  amend-' 
ment  so  much  as  relates  to  the  salaries  of  the  ex- 
ecutive officers,  wishing  to  encumber,  and  there- 
fore  endanger,  the  main  object  as  little  as  possible. 

The  motion,  after  considerable  discussion,  was 
decided  in  the  nc^tive,  as  follows : 

Yus — Heasn.  Burritt,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Hnnter, 
Johnson  of  LooisiaDa,  King  of  New  York,  Lowrie, 
Roberli^  Rvgglcs,  Sanford,  Smith,  Thomas,  and  WU- 
aen— 14. 

Nats— MeMHi.  Chandler,  Dana,  Edwards,  EUioU, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Hissiaiippi, 
Johnson  of  Kentacky,  King  of  Alabama, Mseon,  Mor- 
ril,  NoUe,  Palmer,  Parrott,  PlsasanU,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Ticbenor,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee— 2S. 

The  qaestion  being  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Dana,  it  was  agreed  to  j  and  the  resolution, 
as  amraded,  was  thai  agreed  to  by  the  following 
TOte: 

TsAa— Maasra.  Bvrrill,  ^handler,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Edwards,  ElKott.  GaillanI,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  MisMsa^pi,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson 
of  Loaisiaaa,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Sanibrd,  8mitb, 
Talbot,  Taylor.  Thomas,  Ticbenor,  Trimble,  Walker 
of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Qeorgja*  and  Williams  of 
TeoDsaere — 33. 

Mats — Messrs.  Estoo,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  and  Mills— 4. 

Measts.  Oana,  Bdrrill,  Johitson,  of  Kentucky, 
RoBSKTS,  and  SHtra  were  appointed  the  com- 
mitiee;  and  the  Senate  adjoomed. 

Wbonbsdat,  December  20. 
Mr.  JoanaoH,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  poti- 
Uon  ^William  Pancoaat,  repre»nting  that,  in 
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consej^uence  of  there  being  no  land  office  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  for  t^t  ptupose,  he  is  unable 
to  obtain  a  right  to  certain  vacant  lands  discov- 
ered by  him  within  said  District  in  the  year  1799, 
and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Thomas  Shields,  a  purser  in  the  Navy, 

fraying  remuneration  for  certain  losses  sustained 
y  him  whilst  in  the  New  Orleans  station,  in  the 
Winter  of  1814  and  1815  j  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afihus. 

Mr.  NoBLB  presented  four  memorials,  signed  by 
a  numbtt  of  individuals,  conconed  directly  or  in- 
directly as  purchasers  of  public  bmds  prior  to  the 
law  "  making  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  paUic 
lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates  injurunuly 
upon  them,  and  praying  that  they  may  be  permit- 
ted to  apply  the  payments  already  made,  to  such 
portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments  will 
cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the  residue 
may  revert  to  the  United  States:  and  the  memo- 
rials were  read,  and  referred  to  toe  CtHiimittee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  Prebioent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretaiv  of  War,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  tne  Senate  of  the  30th  of  November,  on 
the  petition  of  Eleanor  Lawrence;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflain. 

Mr.  RoBiRTS,  from  tlie  C(xunittee  of  Claims, 
to  whcxn  waa  referred  die  pttititm  of  Predw 
Kemper,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the  fot- 
lowing  resolution : 

Retohed,  That  the  |ffayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Aflairs,  to  wflom  the  subject  was 
referred,  re]>orted  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimble,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay 
oat  a  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  reported  it  with- 
oat amendmeDt. 

Bfr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  nilanitted  the  foUowii^ 
moti(m  fin-  conuderatiMi: 

Retohed,  That  the  CMamittaa  of  Finanee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  what  diminntionB  and  shers lions 
may  be  made  in  the  eompensaiions  to  oAeers  of  the 
enstoms. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affaire,  made  an  unfavoraUe 

Xrt  on  the  petition  oi  Horatio  Stark,  late  an 
er  in  the  Army,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  en- 
lerone  thousand  acres  of  public  land  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  in  consideration  of  his  military  ser- 
vices from  1801  to  1815,  when  he  was  disbanded 
without  receiving  more  advance  than  officers  of 
younger  standing. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  amend  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  1^1  representatives  of  Henry 
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Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabann,  offered  some  amend- 
ments, intended  to  secare  more  completely  theres- 
erratioQs  made  by  the  United  States  of  pabtic 
lands,  from  f  he  location  intended  by  the  act  to  be 
allowed  to  the  persons  concerned ;  when,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  bill  was  recommittel  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Pablic  Lands. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Presidoit 
and  Directors  of  the  Bans  of  the  United  States, 
jeported  the  following  billf  which  reeeived  the  first 
reading: 

Be  it  tnaeted,  That  it  iball  bs  lawfal  fer  tb« 
Ditttoton  or  the  Bank  of  the  Uoited  Btatei  to  a^int 
an  agent  and  a  legitter ;  and  that  all  bills  and  notes 
of  tbe  tatd  corporation,  isnsd  aftsr  the  first  appoiot- 
ment  of  Boch  agent  and  register,  •faell  be  ligned  by  the 
agent,  and  countersigoed  by  the  register;  Aat  such 
bull  and  notes  shall  have  the  like  force  and  e0eot  as 
tba  hills  and  notes  of  the  said  eoqwration  which  are 
now  signed  by  the  president,  and  countersigned  by  the 
cashier,  thereof;  and  that,  as  oAcn  as  an  agent  ei  a 
register  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  appointed,  no 
note  or  bill,  signed  by  an  agent,  or  coantersigned  by  a 
ragister,  shall  be  issued,  until  pablic  notice  of  tho  ap- 
pointment of  such  agent  or  register  shall  have  been 
previoasly  given,  for  ten  days,  in  two  gaiettes  printed 
at  the  City  of  Washington. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  itfirthet  enaeied.  That  If  any  pre-' 
ndent,  director,  cashier,  or  oAer  officer  or  sarrant  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  its  offices, 
diall  ffiraodulently  conrert  to  his  own  use  any  money, 
bill,  note,  security  for  money,  eridenee  of  debt,  or  ottMr 
effects  whatever,  belonging  to  the  said  bank,  snch  per- 
son shall,  npoQ  dne  ooavicUon,  be  punidied  hj  im- 
prisonment, not  exceeding  three  years,  and  by  stand- 
ing in  a  piUory  not  mora  than  dim  tioaes  in  open  day, 
in  some  pnUic  place,  duriag  one  hoar  at  a  time;  which 
eluding  in  a  ^ory,  when  inflieted  moie  than  once, 
shall  be  on  diflerant  daya. 


TsDRSAAT,  December  21. 

MoNTPORT  STOKEa,  fivm  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  aUeaded. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitled  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  the  act  oititled  'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatires  of  Henry  Willis," 
reported  the,  same  with  amendments,  which  were 
read,  and  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House,  amended  accordingly;  and  the 
amendments  tuving  been  concurred  in,  Ui^  were 
ordered  to  be  ensn)ssed,aod  the  biU  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  Jneafi  Slo- 
CDMB,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  R^resenU- 
tirea  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  that 
his  funeral  will  take  place  this  day  at  3  o'clock. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Macon,  it  was 

Smkti,  vnoMbuamlst  That  ibm  Senate  wUI  attend 
the  fnaaral  Jessa  Stoeumb,  late  a  manber  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  fr«n  tiie  Stats  of  North 
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Cardina,  this  day  at  three  o'clock;  and,  as  a  testi- 
mony of  respect  fbr  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  they 
will  go  into  moaming,  and  wear  a  black  er^  ntvnd 
the  left  arm  for  thirty  daya. 


Fbidat,  December  22. 

Mr.  Pleabantb  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Roanoke  Agricultural  Society,  praying  that  no 
additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on  imported 
goods}  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  ioA  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition -of  Nathan 
McWarren,  praying  to  be  allowed  pay  for  the 
time  he  was  detain^  as  a  prisoner  by  the  enemy 
in  the  late  war ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Militarv  Affairs,  to  wnom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Eleanor  Lawrence,  and  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  themm,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Setolved,  That  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  on^  to 
be  liquidated  and  paid  by  the  War  Department,  and 
for  that  purpose  no  act  of  Congress  is  necessary. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  MoKBii.  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Iteaoke^  Tbtt  th(  Committee  of  Fensioos  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending 
the  law  regulating  pensions,  that  the  heirs  of  noo- 
commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Array  of  the 
United  Stales,  who  have  deceased  while  in  actual  ser- 
vice, since  the  close  of  the  last  war,  or  who  may  hen- 
after  decease  while  in  actual  service,  shall  be  entillsd 
to  rec«ve  five  years  half  pay,  under  such  r^ubtiona 
as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  prescribe. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Daniel 
W.  Coxe,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
confirming  the  title  of  the  Marquis  de  Maisoa 
Rouge;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  ud  the 
bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Suiate  proceeded  to  ctmsider  the  KPprt  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petttlm  of  Qewge 
Lore,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  roolred 
that  tbe  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  reiwTt  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  petition  of 
Park  Avery :  and,  in  concurrence  therewi^,  re* 
solred,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on  the  petition 
of  Horatio  Stark ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  ofPredy 
Kemper;  and  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  iffoceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  19th  iuitant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Luda  to  inquire  into  ikt  expediency  ot 
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confirmrag  to  certain  inhabitaBts  of  Louistana  the 
use  of  ^  eyfMcnaBd  the  cfprew  swtmps ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  coMtder  the  motion  of 
the  19th  iaatant,  instructiDg  the  Committee  on 
PnUic  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  camee  of  the 
delay^  in  snrreying  the  public  and  prirate  land 
elaimsj  and  into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the 
existing  laws  on  that  subject,  so  as  to  facilitate  the 
snrreymg  of  thoee  lands  in  Louisiana ;  and  the 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  19di  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
PnbUc  Lands  to  io^ire  wfaAt  provisions  are  ne- 
cessary to  eatise  patents  to  be  lasned  i6t  all  con- 
firmed jirivate  land  claims,  and  what  farther  pro- 
vision IS  necessary  Sot  eompeswating  the  principal 
deputy  surveyors  id  LooMana,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  SOtfa  instant,  instractin^  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  in^aire  what  diminutions  or  alterations 
may  be  made  m  the  compensation  to  officers  of  the 
customs  J  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
incfflptuate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  rrferred 
to  the  Connnittee  on  Finances. 

The  UU  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and 
others  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mar- 
garet Perry,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Mcintosh^*  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indian  tribes  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  amoid  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  r^resentatives  of  Henry  Willis," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  ctffrectly 
engtoMed,  the  bill  was  read  the  t'lird  time  as 
amended,  «id  passed. 

The  bul  from  the  other  Houses  to  amend  the  act 
to  alter  the  terms  of  the  ciichit  court  of  Wash- 
ington coanty,  in  the  District  of  Columlua,  (to  in- 
termit the  December  term  thereof,  in  consequence 
of  the  new  arrangement  of  the  terms,)  was  taken 
up. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  this  bill ;  in  which 
Mr.  Lanhan  suted  the  facts  coming  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  committee  to  which  the  bill  had 
been  referred.  Mr.  Robskts  opposed,  and  Messrs. 
Otis,  Houces,  and  Dana  favored  the  bill.  After 
an  unsuccessful  motion  by  Mr.  Rosertb,  to  post- 
pone the  bill  indefinitely,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.LAiiMAM  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  to-day,  inasmuch  as  the  term  to  be  suspend- 
ed would  commence  on  Monday  next,  and  the 
bill  therefore  would  he  ineffectual  unless  passed 
prompUv. 

Mr.  Roberts  otyected  to  this  motion,  and  it 
was  Ihereffve  u^trred,  the  rules  of  the  Senate 
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requiring  an  unanimous  consent  to  a  third  reading 
to-day. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  to  Tuesday,  but 
it  was  negatived,  (with  the  view,  it  was  under- 
stood, of  meeting  to-morrow,  for  the  purpose  of 
passing  the  bill  just  under  consideration;)  and 
then  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  December  23. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  behau  of  die 
purchasers  of  public  lands  in  Missouri,  pnyingthat 
a  law  may  pass  authorizing  all  persons  who  have 
purchased  a  quarter  section  or  more  of  land  to  ap- 
ply the  paymeats  made  to  any  one  or  more  sec- 
tions, quarter  or  half-quarter  sections,  so  as  to 
complete  the  payments  for  said  sections  or  puts 
of  sections,  and  to  release  the  purchasers  from  die 
remainder ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refers 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sahpobd  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Barker,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  the 
existin^differenceswith  the  Treasury  Department, 
in  relation  to  his  contract  for  a  portion  of  the  loan 
of  1814,  may  be  referred  to  the  Supreme  Court ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  eave  notice  that^  on 
Tuesday  next^  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hoffman. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  ]9th  instant  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  delay  in  surveying  the  public  and  private 
land  claims,  and  into  the  expediency  of  modifying 
the  existing  laws  on  that  su^ect,  so  as  to  facilitate 
the  surveying  of  those  lands  in  Louisiana,  and  it 
was  amended  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resoloed,  That  the  Committee  on  PuUic  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
modifying  the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  the  sur- 
veying ot  the  public  lands  and  private  daims 
within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  so  as  to  fiieilitate 
the  sqrveying  of  those  lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled *An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  was  read  die  third  time  and  passed. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next. 

TmsDAT,  December  S6. 
DEATH  OP  Ma.  BURRILL. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Hdnter,  of  Rhode  Island,  rose,  and,  with 
much  emotion,  said,  he  had  to  perform  a  melan- 
choly, and,  to  him,  truly  distressing  duty.  His 
friend  and  worthy  colleague,  the  Honorable  Jambs 
Bdbriix,  Jr.,  had  departed  this  life  about  tea 
o'clock  »8t  night,  and  it  devolved  upon  him  to 
announce  the  paiiunl  event  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Daha,  of  Connecticut,  said,  the  serious  loss 
which  had  uistbeen  announced  must  beextremdy 
felt  by  the  Soiate,  and  he  could  not  doubt  its  dis- 
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position  to  manifest  erery  regard  for  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  and  eveiy  respect  towards  his 
lemaiiu.  He  therefore  oflered  the  fcdlowing  res- 
idution : 

JZtto&w^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  raperintendiDs  the  Aineral  of  the  Honorable 
James  Borrill,  Jr^  and  that  the  Senate  will  attend  the 
Mime;  and  that  notice  of  theercat  be  giren  to  the 
Heose  (rf'RepreientaUvei. 

The  resolation  was  uDanimoudy  adopted,  and 
Messrs.  Macon,  Dana,  Chanolbr,  Holhbs,  of 
Blaine,  and  Parrott,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee aeeordingljr- 

On  the  further  motion  of  Mr.  Daha,  it  was — 

Reaohed,  unanimtmtlv.  That  the  mamben  of  the 
Senate,  from  a  Bincare'ilenre  of  showing  eveiy  mark 
of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  James 
Barrill,  Jr.,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go 
into  moorning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  neoal  mode 
of  wearing  eripe  roand  the  left  arm. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  it  wa* — 

Resolved,  untmimously.  That,  as  an  additional 
mark  of  respect  for  the  memoiy  of  the  Hon.  James 
Barrill,  Jr.,  the  Senate  do  now  adjoam. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  accordingly,  to  one 
o*elock  to-morrow.  / 


Wednesday,  December  S7. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hdntbb — 
Reaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  be  re- 

Jaested  to  notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
tlaod  and  Providence  Plantations,  of  the  death  of 
Ja^nes  Burrill,  Jr.,  late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States 
from  that  Stale. 


Tbdrsdat,  December  28. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  praying  that  the  land  ceded  by 
them  in  the  year  1808,  to  the  United  States,  for 
Uie  parpose  of  erecting  military  works  thereon, 
may  rerert  to  the  Corporation,  and  that  the  said 
works  may  be  removed  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  'War. 

Mr.  'Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  John  W.  McGirk,  of  Missouri,  praying 
to  be  allowed  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain 
public  lands ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RuooLES  presented  two  memorials  signed 
by  a  number  of  indiriduals  conconed  directly  or 
indirectly  as  {>urchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to 
the  law  "  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of 
the  paUic  landsj"  stating  that  said  law  operates 
injuriously  on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  coTer  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  Sutes :  and  the 
memorials  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Thomab  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  a 
nimiber  of  iodif  iduals,  of  the  same  import  and 
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object  as  the  pieceding ;  which  was  read,  and  le- 
fenred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JoaHBON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Paul  Laousse,  and  F.  Bailly  Blaocfaard, 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  pnyine 
that  a  law  may  pass  ^nting  to  them  the  benefit 
of  drawhaek  on  certain  merchandise  exported  by 
them  in  1818,  which  is  withheld  from  them  in 
consequence  of  thdr  having  neglected  to  take  the 
"  export  oath,"  within  the  prescribed  time ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  'William 
Smith,  junior,  of  Charleston,  praying  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  payment  of  the  interest  accrued  on 
a  debt  due  the  United  States  by  N.  Ingraham  and 
Son,  late  navy  agents  at  Charleston,  and  for 
which  he  is  responsible  as  one  of  their  sureties ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Cfxnmtttee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  JoBHSON,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
signed  by  certain  inhalHlants  oi  Kentucky,  nolders 
of  land  warrants  to  be  located  in  the  Virginia 
military  district  in  the  State  of  Ohio^  praying  an 
extension  of  the  time  for  locating  said  warrants ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Walkbr,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  H-  Boyles,  praying  that  a  law 
may  be  passed  directing  a  patent  to  be  issued  to 
him  for  certain  lands ;  and  the  peiitton  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HoLHES,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Doak,  keeper  of  a  public  house 
on  the  road  through  the  Indian  nations  between 
Natchez  and  tbe  State  of  Tennessee,  praying  that 
the  right  of  pre-emption  mav  be  granted  to  him 
for  a  tract  of  land  ch  one  mile  square  so  as  to  in- 
clude his  improvements;  and  toe  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Walkbr,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Mobile,  praying  the  grant  of  certain  public  grounds 
therein  lor  the  use  of  the  Corporation ;  and  tbe 
memorial  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Shields,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  authorizing  tbe  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  Thomas  Shields ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Johnbon,  of  Louisiana,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hoffman ; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  'WalkbbI  of  Alabamft,  gave  notice,  that, 
to-morrow,  he  snould  a^  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Coffee. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing morion  for  consideration : 

Retoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Pobltc  Lands  be 
instmeted  to  inquire  into  die  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  a  map  to  be  anneiedto  the  patent  of  each  sol- 
dier, designating  tbe  survey  in  which  his  portion  is 
located,  provided  the  same  aball  not  cost  the  Oovem- 
ment  mere  than  twen^flve  csnts  pw  map- 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  22d  instaa^  directing  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to 
the  heirs  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  sol- 
diers, who  have  deceased  while  in  actual  service, 
five  years  half  pay ;  and  disagreed  thereto. 

Tae  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of^Pjrealey  Kemper ;  and  the  consideration  thm- 
of  was  farther  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  cmmrming  the  title  of  the  Marquis  de 
Haisou  Rouge  was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratim  of  the  hill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  Society  for  literary  purposes,  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  last  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  Uie  consideration  thereof  was  farther  post- 
poned to  Toexday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Ferley  Eeyes  and  Jason  Fairbenks,'* 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  the  said  amend- 
ment having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House  wDwsdM  accordin^y ;  and  the  amend- 
ment having  been  ctncurred  in,  was  ordered  to 
be  engross^  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
ameniKd. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  managers  of  tbe  National 
Vaccine  Institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to 
Wednesday  nexL 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1820 }  which 
was  rad,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bUl  is  as  ftdlows : 

Bt  if  tn^edt  4e<«  That,  in  sll  cases  where  lands 
■  have  been  puchased  fma  the  United  Sutes  prior  to 
the  1st  di7  of  Jaly,  IMO.  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 

saeh  porrhaser,  on  or  before  the  dsy  of  , 

18S1,  to  file  with  the  regiater  of  the  land  office  where 
any  tract  of  land  has  beee  purchased,  a  rolinquish* 
Bent  in  writiog,  of  an;  l^sl  anbdiviaioa  of  the  land 
so  porehased,  upon  which  the  whols  porcbsH  money 
has  not  been  paid;  and  all  soms  paid  on  account  of: 
the  part  retinqnialMd  shall  be  ap^ied  to  the  ditcharge 
of  any  tnstalnkenU  which  may  be,  or  shell  hereafter 
become  doe  end  payable  npon  such  part  of  land  to 
purcfaasedf  as  ^all  not  have  been  relinquished  under 
the  Ibregoing^  proviaien  :  Prcmdtd,  That  the  right  of 
leUnqai^nient  hereby  pven  shall  in  no  esse  be  «x- 
eroaed  bo  aa  to  nqoira  any  repay  men  t  from  the  United 

SUtCB. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  in  all  cases 
when  tbe  payment  of  lb«  whole  aam  due  from  the 
pBrchBSer  of  any  tract  of  land  from  tha  United  States* 
■fiuMBid,  dball  be  made  on  or  before  the  —  day  of 

 i  eighteea  handred  and  twenty-one^  a  dedaetion 

St  tha  rats  of  per  ceak  shell  be  allowed  upon 
nch  p^ymants. 


Ssc.  3.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  sams 
doe»  or  which  may  hereafter  become  due,  to  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  on  aeconnt  of  any  purchase  of  public  land, 

heretofbre  made,  after  the         day  of  eighteen 

hundred  and  twenty-one,  may  be  discharged  by  ^— • 
eqaal  annual  tnatalmmts,  which  absll  be  paid  on  or 
before  tbe  diy  and  monlh  in  each  ancceasive  veer, 
upon  which  the  several  parcbsies  were  made  :  Pro- 
vided, That  any  purchaser  of  public  land,  who  shall 
accept  of  the  loregoing  condition,  ahall,  on  or  before 
the  —  day  of  ,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  file,  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  where 
any  tract  of  land  has  been  purchased,  subject  to  the 
said  condition,  a  written  declaration  of  his  aeeeptaDOS 
of  the  terms  tbenin  prescribed:  And  fnmdea,  aim. 
That  if  any  parchaaer  of  public  land  who  tball  hara 
filed  such  declaration,  ahtll  fail  to  make  the  payments 
required  in  tbu  aection,  in  conformity  with  the  prori- 
aiona  thereof,  be  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  conditions  of 
the  original  contract  and  purchase;  and  if  such  fsilura 
sbsll  occur  sfter  the  time  within  which  the  whole  pur- 
chase mon^  should  have  been  paid  to  the  United 
Slates,  the  tract  or  tracts  of  land  upon  which  the  in- 
stalments aforesaid  ahall  not  have  been  paid,  shall  be 
deemed  and  held  to  be  forfeited  to  the  United'  Htstee, 
and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  that  are  pre- 
scribed by  tbe  eziiting  laws  in  relation  to  lands  for- ' 
feited  to  tbe  United  Sutea. 

8io.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  pur- 
chaser of  public  land  sa  aforesaid,  who  ahall  comply 
with  the  cooditious  preacribed  by  either  of  the  forego- 
ing sections  of  this  set,  shall  not  be  liable  to  pay  any 
interest  wbieb  shall  hove  aeetned  to  the  United  iStstes 
on  the  pnrehase  of  any  tract  of  public  laud,  but  the 
same,  in  all  such  caaes,  dull  be,  and  is  hereby 
dared  to  be,  remitted. 


Friday,  December  29. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  HcDoff;"  and,  also,  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  aatborize  ^e  President  of  the 
United  States  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  in  the 
district  of  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
for  other  purposes in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  tbe  Senate. 

The  two  hills  last  brooght  up  for  concunoice 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Gardner^  of  MassachusettSj  praying  an  increase  of 
his  pension ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refo- 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  tbe  memorial  of  sundry 
officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  ths^ 
tbe  half  pay  granted  by  a  resolve  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary Congress  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  that 
army  may  m  continued  to  them  during  life;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Trimbi.1  presented  three  memorials  signed 
by  a  number  of  individoals  concerned  direciTy  or 
indirectly  as  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to 
the  law  "  making  further  provtsion  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates 
ii^urionsly  oa  them,  and  pnying  that  they  may  be 
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permitted  to  apply  the  parents  already  made  to 
saeh  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments  will 
eorer  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the  residue 
may  rerert  to  the  United  States;  and  the  memo- 
rials were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tqomab,  from  the  Committee  od  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Worthingtoa  College,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tioD,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  Ks<dution  were 
read. 

Mr.TaOHABjfrom  thesame  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Nicholas  Jarrott,'*  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  obtained 
leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cof- 
fee ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Jan- 
ney,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  gave  notice  that,  on  Tuesday 
next,  he  should  ask  leare  to  bring  in  a  Mil  to  es- 
taUish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throngh- 
out  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Teport  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
oiPreriey  Kemper,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
xesolred  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  biu  anthorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  Thomas  Shields,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1820,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hoffman  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Perley  Keyes  and  Jason  Fairbanks," 
haring  been  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Robehts,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  motion  of  the  14th  instant 
to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  12th  instant,  on  the 
xeKdation  authorizing  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to 
raiploy  a  person  to  attend  the  furnace,  and  agreed 
thereto ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Cbandlbr,  the 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Tuesday. 


Tdesdat,  January  2, 1821. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Nicholas 
Perkins,  of  Tennessee,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in 
his  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Alabama;  and  the 
petition  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
OD  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WitLiAMS,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  pe- 
titimi  of  Richard  O.  Waterhouse,  of  Tennessee, 
praying  to  be  compensated  for  a  quantity  of  wood 
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eomumed  by  a  brigade  of  militia  that  encamped 
on  his  land  in  December,  1814;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  <^ 

Claims. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  petition  signed  by  a 
number  of  iadiriduals  concerned  directly  or  indi- 
rectly as  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the 
law  "  making  further  prorision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates  inju- 
riously on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may -be 
permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  to 
such  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  corer  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  rerert  to  the  United  States ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  JoHNSon,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  John  B.  Chatard,  of  New  Orleans,  pray- 
ing a  pension  for  Revolutionary  services ;  and  me 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Conmutlee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians,  praying 
that  Silas  Dinsmoor,  late  Indian  agent  to  the  said 
nation,  may  be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  granted  to  him  by  them;  and  the  petitioik 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Cmnmittee  on  Patalie 
Lands. 

Mr.  WiLLUHS,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  to  wiiom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Wheaton,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petititmer  ought  to  be  r^ected.  Toe  report 
and  resolntioD  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  rmort  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Janney;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  Friday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

S[X}rt  of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Btthew  Lyon;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was 
further  postponed  to  Monday  the  Idth  instant 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Coffee  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Cunmittee  aa 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel McDuff,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  establish  a  port 
of  entry  in  the  district  of  Sandusky,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
lVhol&  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force,  for  a  further  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes;"  end,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Triuble,  it  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Thursday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Gabriel  Berzat,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  L.  Ogdeo  and  others,  were  seremlly  con- 
sidered and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  Inll  to  authorize  the  ap- 
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punimeDt  of  comnussioners  to  lay  out  a  canal  in 
the  State  of  Ohio;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Friday  next 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  better  rwula- 
tioD  of  the  timde  vith  the  Indian  tribes;  and,  on 
motioo  by  Mr.  Houna  of  MiHudppi,  it:  was  laid 
on  the  taUe. 

The  Senate  woceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  eonfinaiog  the  title 
of  the  Bfaiqiiis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  it  was  post- 
pmed  nnm  to-iimnnr. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wbtrfe.  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
pmrcfaasoB  of  pnUie  lends  prior  to  the  fint  day  of 
Jnly,  1820,  and  it  was  postponed  ontil  to-morrow. 

Toe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  IhII  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Thomas  Shields,  and 
U  was  postponed  to  Thursday  next 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  eoititled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott,"  bother  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday 
nesL 

The  Soiate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoBsidemtion  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Ckunn^iifm  Society  for  literary  purposes,  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  last  xeported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colmnbia, 
and  it  was  postptmed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  fix*,  to-monow. 

Mr.  VAM  Dtkb,  agreeably  to  notice,  and  baring 
obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  establish  an 
miifwm  system  of  bankruptcy.  [This  bill  em- 
braces only  the  bankrupt  principle,  and,  with  some 
modificationiL  not  a&cting  its  main  principle,  is 
the  same  as  cne  original  ull  before  the  Senate  at 
tlu  Last  session.]  The  bill  passed  ta  a  second 
leading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  supply  the  [dace  of 
the  late  Mr.  Burrill,  in  the  Judiciary  Committer 
and  Mr.  Miixs,  of  Massachusetts,  was  aj^inted. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  ago  by  Ifii. 
JomveoH,  of  Kentucky,  directing  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  pcoriding,  1^  law,  that  a  map 
he  annexed  to  the  land  patent  of  each  soUier,  de- 
ainaling  Ae  surrey  in  which  his  portion  is  loea- 
lAy  was  taken  up,  and,  after  some  discowioQ^  was 
agned  to. 

MisaouRi. 

Mr.  WiLUAXS,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowiog  resolatif»i  for  consideration : 

Jtao/ved,  That  the  CommittM  on  the  Judiciuy  be 
iurtrnctad  to  report  a  bill  ezt«Dding  the  judicial  au- 
thority of  the  l/oited  States  0T«r  tbo  State  of  MisBouri. 

The  resolution  baring  been  read — 

Mr.  Williams  mid  it  was  highly  important 
that  the  jndieial  authority  of  the  United  States 
flboaU  be  extmded  orer  MisBDaii,  with  the  least 
poanble  delay.  The  Terrilcvial  courts  no  Uager 
•listed  m  tb^  Tnritory,  having  been  superseded 
hf  the  courts  of  the  State.  The  State  courts  had 
m»  jnrisdietiea  of  ofleneea  comautted  against  the 
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United  States.  Several  Indian  tribes,  said  Mr. 
W.,  live  within  tbe  limits  of  Missouri ;  oux  treaty 
stipulations,  and  the  laws  regulating  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  prohibit  intrusion  on  their 
territoiyj  and  subject  tbe  intruders  to  criminal 
prosecution.  This  is  an  offence  of  almost  daily 
occurrence,  and  none  but  a  federal  court  can  try 
such  offences.  If,  in  tbe  Indian  country,  a  white 
man  should  kill  a  red  one,  the  federal  court  abue 
can  take  cognizance  of  the  offence.  In  answer  to 
such  a  complaint,  it  would  be  but  a  poor  apology 
to  say  we  bad  provided  no  court  to  try  the  cause. 
The  Indians  would  not  understand  this  excuse, 
and  it  would  lead  to  radiation,  and  perba[»  to  an 
Indian  war.  It  is  essential,  therefore,  said  Mjr< 
W.,  to  enable  us  to  execute  in  good  faith  our  en- 
gagements with  the  aborigines  of  the  country,  that 
federal  courts  should  be  organized  in  Missoiui. 
We  have  other  and  perhaps  more  important  inter- 
ests in  that  country,  which  alone  can  be  protected 
by  the  extension  of  the  judicial  authority  of  the 
Union.  If,  said  be,  the  mail  should  be  robbed,  or 
the  public  funds  purloined,  the  offender  at  this 
moment  would  go  without  punishment,  although 
thoe  was  abundant  proof  to  establish  his  guut. 
Nay,  if  treason  should  be  committed,  the  traitois 
would  escape  with  impunity,  foe  the  want  of  a 
court  to  take  co^^nizuioe  of  nwh  crime.  In  what- 
ever pwnt  of  view  this  sul^ect  is  considaed,  said 
Mr.  W.,  it  is  impcwtant  that  no  time  shotud  be 
lost  in  e^Uidiing  the  fedenl  authority  in  that 
State. 

The  resolution,  by  the  rules  of  the  Senat^  lies 
on  the  table  one  day,  of  course. 

WORTHINGTON  COLLEGE. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Lands  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
the  trustees  of  Worthington  College,  in  Ohio,  who 
pray  for  a  grant  of  the  public  lands  in  their  vici- 
nity for  the  benefit  of  the  college. 

Mr.  Rdoqlbs  saidj  as  he  had  been  charged  with 
the  care  of  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  Worth- 
ing ton  College,  he  could  not  consent  to  let  the  re- 
■port  of  the  committee  pass  without  making  some 
opposition  to  it.  He  regretted  that  the  committee  - 
had  not  taken  a  different  view  of  the  subject,  and 
recommended  a  resolution  Ikvorable  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners.  Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  prop(»e 
now  to  go  at  large  into  the  subject,  but  he  would 
state  succinctly  to  the  Senate  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  meant  to  rely  in  opposing  this  report, 
and  conclude  with  a  motion  to  pcwtpone  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  untU  Friday.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  in  their  report,  had 
recapitulated  the  reasons  and  arguments  used  in 
the  petition,  which  is  some  evidence  that  they  do 
not  consider  them  without  foundation.  Mr.  B* 
said  he  did  not  understand  the  committee  as  ma- 
king a  decision  directly  against  the  claim  of  the 
petitioners ;  the  report  vaesely  states  "  that  the 
'  cmnmittee  have  not  been  aole  to  discova  any  ' 
'  thing  in  this  case  which  gives  the  petitioaeis ' 
*  any  stronger  claim  to  the  boun^  of  Qoremment 
'  than  other  resectable  seminaries  of  learntng." 
If  there  was  an  objection  to  designating  any  pv 
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ticalar  seminary,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  not  ob- 
ject to  have  the  resolutioQ  so  modified  as  to  hare 
the  grant  made  to  the  State,  for  the  use  of  such 
institutions  as  the  Legislature  thereof  might  think 
proper  to  apply  it  to.  Mr.  R.  said,  as  it  might 
possibly  be  cnntended  that  the  Slate  of  Ohio  has 
nad  her  share  of  the  public  lands  for  the  purposes 
of  education,  he  woufd  state  the  facts  as  ihev  ex- 
isted. No  grant  of  any  townshi|»  of  land  has 
been  made  to  the  State  of  Ohio  since  the  adoption 
the  Federal  Constitatioo.  All  the  other  States 
Triiieh  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union  bare 
leceired  two  townships.  Under  the  old  Confed- 
eratioDj  Congress  made  a  private  contract  with 
die  Ohio  Company  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  Northwestern  Territory ;  and,  as  an  induce- 
ment for  said  company  to  comply  with  their  prop- 
ositions^ Congress  offered  number  sixteen  in  each 
township,  for  the  support  of  schools,  number  twen- 

S-nioe  IDT  the  purposes  of  religion,  and  two  town- 
ips  of  land  for  the  support  of  a  college,  which 
was  to  he  established  in  the  centre  of  the  tract. 
The  resolutioDs  of  Congress,  the  cootract  made 
under  tbem,  and  the  deed  of  conveyance  which 
grants  the  two  townships  for  the  use  of  the  com- 
pany and  thdr  associates,  all  go  to  diow  that  it 
was  a  mae  private  transaction,  and  that  it  was 
not  intended  for  the  State  at  large.  The  contract 
with  John  Cleves  Symmes  rests  upon  the  same 
fffinciples,  and  must  receive  the  same  construc- 
ticm.  It  therefore  appears  that  Ohio  has  never 
received,  as  a  State,  toe  same  edrantages  in  this 
respect  as  the  other  new  States  which  have  been 
admitted  into  the  Union.  Mr.  R.  said  be  would 
say  DO  more  at  present,  but  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report  he  postponed  until 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  R.'s  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report 
postponed  accordingly. 


Wbdhudat,  Januarf  3. 

The  Pbbsident  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the 
Army  Register  for  each  member  of  the  Senate, 
eonformabiy  to  a  resolution  of  the  13th  December, 
1815;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Thohas  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
prayiDe  that  the  right  of  pre-«mpiioQ  may  be 
granted  to  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands  within 
said  State,  who  have  made  improvements  thereon ; 
»nd  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Matthew 
McNair,  praying  to  be  compensated  I'or  a  boat  im- 

Sressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by 
Lobert  Swartwout,  ^artermaster  General,  and 
lost;  and  the  jpetition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Hr.  Sampobd  wesented  the  ^Ution  of  Robert 
Swartwout,  of  New  York,  praying  to  be  indemni- 
Ael  against  a  judgment  obtained  a^inst  him  for 
die  loss  of  a  boat  impressed  by  bim  into  the  public 
aerrice,  whibt  acting  as  quartermaster  general  of 
the  northern  arny,  in  the  year  1813;  and  the  pe- 
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tition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on 
Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  PuBASAifTs  presented  thepetition  of  Thomas 
Oxley,  now  of  Virginia,  by  birtn  a  foreigner,  and 
not  entitled  to  citizenship,  praying  to  be  enabled, 
bf  a  special  law,  to  take  out  letters  patent  for  cer- 
tain useful  inventions;  and  the  petition  was  Te»A, 
and  referred  to  the  C<Hnmittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  H.  Cat- 
lett,  a  post  surgeon  in  the  Army,  praying  compen- 
sation for  a  negro  hoy  who  was  drowned  in  June. 
1814,  whilst  ascending  the  Ohio  with  the  United 
States  troops;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HoLHCa,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  E.  Cousens,  and  others,  praying  compensation 
for  Revolutionary  services;  and  ue  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  to  wiiom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain  Indian  agents;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoREBTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Le- 
ander  Cathcart,  reported  a  bill  explsDatory  of  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Leander  Cfathcart, 
pafised  May  the  fifteenth,  in  the  year  1820;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary to  extend  the  judicial  authority  of  the  United 
States  over  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and  it  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiira,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Wheaton;  and  in 
concurrence  therewith  resolved,  that  the  prayer  of 
thepetition  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  1^1  representatives 
of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Retotvedj  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  for  the  relief  erf*  the  legal  r^ 
resentatires  of  Gabriel  Bnzat,  deceased.** 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden,  and 
others,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

RetUved,  That  this  bill  pas&  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act-  for  the  imef  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  and  others." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Managers  of  the  National 
Vaccine  Institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;" 
and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
the  title  of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge;  and  it 
was  postponed  to  Wednesdajr  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  connderation  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  pnUie  lands  jnrior  to  the  first 
day  of  July,  1830;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  FBiaiDnrr  ciMimanicated  a  letter  frnn  tha 
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ComminHmer  of  the  GenenI  Land  Office,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  land  commis- 
sioncTS  at  St  Heleoa,  dated  18th  November,  1820, 
with  lisbi  of  clainu  and  a  list  of  settlers ;  and  the 
letter  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Eatoh  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
coDsideration: 

lUtohed,  That  the  President  of  the  Uoited  Butu 
reqaeited  to  commaDieats  to  the  Senite  any  io- 
fbrmation  be  naj  have  u  to  the  power  and  euthority 
which  belonged  to  Don  John  BeoCTentore  Morale*, 
and  to  the  Btroo  Carondelet,  to  grant  and  diepoee  of 
the  landi  of  Spain  in  Lonisiuat  preTioaalj  to  the  jcar 

leos. 

COLUMBIAN  SOCIETY. 
The  Seoate  resnmed  the  consideratioQ  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Society  for  Lit- 
erary purposes  J  on  which  there  arose  a  debate  of 
some  length,  in  the  course  of  which  Messrs.  Kino, 
of  New  York,  and  Otib,  explained  their  objectious 
to  the  bill,  on  the  grouod  that  it  proposed  the  in^ 
corporation  of  an  institutioa,  one  of  the  objects  of 
which  was  the  cultivatioo  of  the  tenets  of  a  par- 
ticuUtrsectj  that,  at  any  rate,  the  means  and  whole 
object  of  the  institution  had  not  been  properly  de- 
veloped }  that  the  capacity  of  its  founders  for  es- 
tablishing a  Gollerc  on  a  proper  basis  was  not 
known;  that  the  £sposition  of  the  peo]deof  the 
District  of  Columbia  towards  the  estaUishment  of 
mieh  an  University  was  not  known,  &c. 

To  these  objections  Messrs.  Barbour,  Jobn- 
eojt,  of  KenlQCKy,  and  Morbii^,  reined,  that  these 
objections  were  not  founded  on  the  provisions  of 
the  Ull,  but  on  supposed  features  uot  to  be  found 
in  it;  toat  the  bill  bad  nothing  of  a  religious  char- 
acter about  it ;  that,  if  it  could  be  made  more  clear 
on  that  point,  they  wished  it  might  be  so  by  any 
amendment  which  could  be  proposed  to  the  bill ; 
thai  persoDs  of  every  religious  denominatioQ  were 
subscribers  to  the  fund  for  estaUishiog  the  institu- 
tion; thai  it  was  no  reason,  moreover,  against  the 
institutioa  that  its  esiablisnment  was  undertaken 
by  religious  persons;  that,  though  there  was  no 
petition  boTore  the  House,  there  were  all  the  facts 
that  the  Seoate  could  wiui,  dbc. 
The  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Thukbdat,  January  4. 

Bir.  NoBLB  presented  the  mraiorial  of  the  Qen- 
eral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying 
permisnon  to  tax  all  lands  sold  by  the  United 
States  on,  and  snbsequeat  to  the  first  day  of  July, 
1820,  and  all  lands  whereon  the  payments  hare 
beea  completed ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  iahabitaots  of  ludiana,  residing  in  that  part 
of  the  State  called  the  New  Purchase,  in  the  Brook- 
viile  district,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  a  quarts  section  of  land  may  be  granted  to 
Isaac  M.  Johnson,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
mill  thereon;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ftned  to  the  Cwnmittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  NoaLB  prcwnted  two  petiiitn^  signed  bjr  a 
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number  of  individuals,  concerned  directly  or  indi- 
rectly in  the  purchase  of  puUic  lands  prior  to  the 
law  "  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates  in- 
juriously on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  to 
such  poritons  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
rcKidue  may  revert  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
petittoDs  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  National  Institution  for  the  promotion 
of  Industry,  praying  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent 
may  be  imposed  on  sales  at  auction;  that  the 
credits  allowed  on  duties  on  foreign  merchandise 
may  be  abolished,  and  that  the  tariff  of  duties  may 
be  so  modified  as  to  protect  the  labor  and  resources 
of  the  nation ;  and  lae  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Hdnter  presented  the  petition  of  John  Ca- 
hoone,  commander  of  the  United  States  revenue 
cutter  '*Vigilant,"  praying  to  be  allowed  a  portion 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  ship  Caledonia  and  cargo, 
condemned,  on  his  information,  for  a  breach  of 
the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Trihblb  presented  the  petition  of  Dea' 
Weymouth,  praying  an  increase  of  pension ;  ant 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Peusions. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
auctioneers  of  the  city  of  New  York,  remonstra- 
ting against  the  impwitton  of  legislative  restric- 
tions on  their  occupation;  and  the  memorial  was 
read. 

Mr.  Sanford  preseoted  the  petition  of  Nathan 
Ford,  of  New  York,  praying  compenbatiou  f<v 
certain  houses  and  other  property  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  in  the  late  war,  while  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Hdnter  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Slocum.  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Newport,  praying 
to  be  allowed  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  oi  the 
brig  "  Langdon  Cheves"  and  cBrgo,  condemned,  on 
bb  information,  for  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Jobnboh,  of  Louisiana,  the 
report  and  documents  of  the  land  commisuonen 
at  St.  Heleoa,  which  were  yesterday  received 
from  the  Commissiooer  of  the  General  Luid 
Office  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Shitb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  tbe  district  court 
in  the  district  of  Mississippi,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Sanforo,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  ^mend  tbe  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  tbe  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yestadny,  requcMing  the  Pceudent  to  commnni- 
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cate  to  the  Senate  the  power  and  antboritr  under 
which  Don  John  Benerenture  Morales,  and  the 
Baron  Carondetet,  granted  and  disposed  of  the 
lands  of  Spain  in  Louisiana ;  hnd  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Leander  Cathcart,  passed  May  the  15th,  in 
the  year  1820,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  certain 
Indian  agents  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue 
in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  establishing  trading-nonses  with  the  Indian 
tribes and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Houibs,  of  Mis- 
sissip^  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
tiie  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Thomas 
ShieliU ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Parhott,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 


Fridat,  January  5. 
Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
P"Hct  for  the  relief  of  Mar^ret  Perry,"  reported  it 
'Without  amendment. 

^  Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  same  committee,  towhom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  William  McInttHh,"  made  a  report  thereapon, 
which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
leport  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Janney ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
petition  of  the  Trustees  of  Worthington  College 
m  Ohio ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  it  was 
postponed  to  Monday,  the  15th  instant. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
biH,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  appropria- 
tion for  the  military  service  of  tne  United  States 
for  the  year  1821 a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land 
mrrants,  and  retomiiw  surreya  Uiereoa  to  the 
Qeneral  Land  Offieej*' and  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  ibr  the  relief  of  Daniel  Seward in  which. 
ther  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bills  were  sererally  read,  and  passed  to 
ft  seeond  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  military  service  of  tne  United 
States  for  the  year  1821,"  was  read  the  second 
thne  hy  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Purdy;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed  thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  coosidev,  as  in  Com- 
Biitteeof  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  «Ait  aet  to 
alter  the  time  of  holamg  the  dietrict  court  in  the 
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district  of  Mississippi,"  and  no  amendment  bar* 
ing  been  proposed  thereto,  the  President  reported 
it  to  the  House ;  and  it  pa»ed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senateproceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;"  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Sahfosd,  it  was  postfwned  to  Wednesday 
next  . 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointmentof  certain  Indianagents;  and,  on  motion 
hy  Mr.  Trihblb,  it  was  portponed  to  Thursday 
next. 

The  Smate  proceeded  to  conaider,  as  In  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  explanatcHT  of  the 
aet  for  the  rdief  of  James  Leander  Cathcart, 
passed  May  the  15th,  in  the  year  1820 ;  and  it  was 
postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

OHIO  AND  ERIE  CAMAL. 
The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  a  canal 
from  Lake  Erie  to  the  naTigaUe  waters  of  the 

Ohio  river. 

Mr.  TrimblEj  of  Ohio,  submitted  his  views  in 
support  of  the  bill,  referrinjj  to  the  general  advan- 
tages of  improved  internal  intnconrse ;  the  neces- 
sity of  a  canal  through  the  country  contemplated, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  people;  the  great  ad- 
vantages which  would  thereby  accrue  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  enhancing  the  value  of  the  puUic 
lands  in  that  quarter,  dtc. ;  to  show  the  expediency 
of  at  least  authorizing  Recourse  or  line  of  a  canal 
to  be  laid  out,  as  proposed  by  the  hill. 

Mr.  Macon  was  opposed  to  the  bill  on  general 
grounds,  as  well  as  for  the  further  reasoiu  that  it 
would  encourage  a  spirit  of  speculation  among  the 
people,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Giovemment 
to  discountenance — not  to  encourage;  that  all 
works  imdertaken  by  the  public  became  mere  jobs: 
that  canals,  dbc.^  ought  to  be  made  by  individual 
enterprise,  or  private  associations,  Ac. 

Mr.  Ons  was  also  opposed  to  Uiis  hill.  He  was 
not  in  favor  of  holding  out  any  temptation  to  pur- 
chasers of  public  laniU,  which  might  never  be  re- 
alized. The  bill  was  supported  cm  the  grotind 
that  it  would  give  additicmttl  value  to  the  puUic 
lands  in  that  quarta  of  the  country ;  but  if  die 
route  of  a  canal  were  laid  out  the  canal  itself 
might  never  be  completed ;  and  Mr.  O.  was  op- 
posed to  giving  an  artificial  value  to  those  lanoSi 
mer^y  as  a  lure  to  peojfrie  to  become  purchasen. 
He  argued  against  afiording  additional  indnee- 
ments  to  the  purchase  of  public  lands ;  the  land  of 
the  United  States  was  sold  with  sufficient  rainditr 
already,  and  he  wished  those  sales  to  go  on  stead- 
ily, but  gradually.  Besides  these  reasons,  Mr.  O. 
was  not  in  favor  of  gcHns  into  the  unpeopled  re- 
gion designated  by  this  bal,  and  tb«:e  beginning 
the  sjrstem  of  internal  improvement.  It  was  be- 
ginning at  the  wrong  end.  There  was  a  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  subject  of  internal  imjHove- 
ment.  He  wished  to  leave  the  snlgeet  to  this 
committee;  let  them  extemi  thw  views  ovct  the 
whole  0niott,  and  ate  where  it  wonld  be  better  to 

Digitized  by  Google 


Ohio  and  Erie  CanaL 


145 


BISTORT  OF  OONGKBSS. 


146 


Jakvabz,  1821. 


this  great  work,  befot«  a  Mow  be  struck 

ID  It. 

Mr.  Tumble  replied  to  Mr.  Otis,  and  went  into 
a  description  of  the  present  and  prospective  con- 
diticHi  of  that  part  of  Ohio,  its  ^polation,  &c.,  to 
show  the  expediency  of  adopting  this  measure. 
He  referred  to  the  great  extent  of  the  land  trans- 
portation,  which  was  so  heavy  a  burden  on  the 
agrieoltore  of  the  country  that  there  was  no  in- 
dacement  to  raise  more  than  sufficient  for  the  con- 
sompdoa  of  the  people  there,  and  that  it  would  be 
useless  to  produce  any  thing  for  a  foreign  market ; 
also  the  burdens  on  imports,  mch  as  salt  and  other 
heaTT  aitides.  He  stated  these  &et8  to  show  the 
peenuar  neeessity-  for  affording  water  transporta- 
turn  hf  a  canal,  to  the  rasC  population  which 
would  certainly  spread  orer  that  country.  The 
graml  advantages  of  such  an  improrement  were 
too  obvious  to  require  illustration  from  him,  and 
he  abstained  from  touching  on  them.  He  aigued 
that  this  bill  would  not  gire  an  artificial,  but  a 
real  and  intrinsic  additional  value  to  the  poUic 
lands  there.  A  great  part  of  those  lands  were  now 
reserved  from  ntle,  and  might  continue  to  be  re- 
served until  they  should  receive  their  full  value 
from  this  imi»ovement ;  and  speculation  m^ht  be 
thus  prevented,  as  they  would  then  sell  for  what 
they  were  worth.  The  expense  to  be  incurred  by 
this  measure,  if  authorized,  would  be  inconsider- 
MiBj  the  advantages  of  it  to  the  Union  incalcula- 
ble. If  the  hill  passed,  Congress  would  not  be 
concluded  on  the  subject,  and  were  eaEpnsaly  not 
pledged  to  make  the  caud.  He  referred  to  Acts 
III  wow,  howerer,  that  a  canal  there  was  very 
pni^eable ;  dutt  tiwie  was  water  soffident  for  all 
Its  poiposes,  dbc. 

Mr.  HoLMsa,  of  Maine,  wished,  before  he  could 
siqiport  this  bill,  more  information  on  the  subject 
tun  he  now  possessed.  !a  all  incipient  measures 
it  was  natural  to  inquire,  what  next?  He  de- 
sired to  know  what  was  to  follow  this  bUl.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  thu  canal  was  to  be 
made,  by  whom  it  was  to  be  made,  in  whom  the 
proporty  of  it  or  interest  would  be,  «c.  It  was  to 
go  through  the  lands  of  the  United  States  j  but,  he 
asked,  in  substance,  could  the  United  States  have 
jurisdiction  over  it  when  completed  1  Would  the 
Bute  CMisent  f  Would  the  United  Suites  have 
exdnuve  jurisdiction  without,  oc  even  with,  the 
oaamt  of  the  State  7  And  could  the  State  give 
exclasiTe  jiaiBdictmk  Ae.t  These  were  ques- 
tioB8  whin  admiftni  doubt ;  though  on  some  of 
tbem  he  himsdf  bad  none.  Suppose  the  Suie 
should  choose,  for  any  cause^  to  stop  thiscanal  up, 
could  the  United  States  prevent  it,  &c?  If  not, 
was  it  worth  while  to  make  a  canal  over  vrhtch 
they  mi^ht  not  have  compete  control?  If  the 
State  or  individuals  were  to  own  the  canal,  were 
the  United  States  to  have  no  more  interest  in  it 
than  the  additional  value  which  it  might  give  to 
their  lands,  &c.?  He  had  no  doubt  tne  United 
States  could  construct  roads  or  canals  in  the 
Slates,  but  the  exelusive  control  and  jtvisdictioD 
orer  the  property  of  them  was  another  qnestioo, 
net  so  clear,  Ac 

Mr.  JoBMBOii,  of  Loniiift&a,  moved  the  poat> 


ponemeot  of  the  bill  to  Wednesday,  as  there  ap- 
pmred  many  doubtful  C|uestions  coimeeted  with 
this  subject,  which  he  wished  some  little  time  to 
examine. 

Mr.  TaiMBLE  spoke  at  some  length,  to  afford 
the  information  required  by  Mr.  Holmes,  and  to 
obviate  the  objections  which  he  had  suggested 
against  the  bill ;  and  the  bill  was  then  postponed 
to  Wednesday. 

The  Senate  adjoiuued  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  8. 
The  President  communicdled  a  letter  from 
the  Clerk  of  the  Home  of  Representatives,  trans- 
mitting ar^lution  of  that  House,  announcing  to 
the  Senate  the  death  of  John  Linn,  late  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  ana  the  letter  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickebboh, 
Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  resolution  be 
entered  at  large  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate, 
which  is  done  accordingly  in  the  following  words : 
Clssk's  Orrici,  Hovii  or  Rsr's  U.  8., 

January  6,  1831. 
Sia:  The  Uoomi  of  RepreMntadves  of  the  United 
States  having  racuvsd  intdligence  <^  tha  death  of 
John  Linn,  lata  ■  msmbsr  of  that  House  from  the 
Stfete  of  New  Jersey,  and  having  taken  order  for 
superintecdtog  and  attending  his  funeral,  hsTe  also 
directed  ine  to  commaDicattt  the  ■sme  to  the  Senate. 
The  racfiM  in  that  body  to.day  iflDilering  it  imponible 
to  make  nch  communication  in  the  ordinary  way,  I 
have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  tranamit  you,  eaclosod, 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  on  that  sutgect. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac 

THOMAS  DOUaHBBTT. 
Ckrk  of  the  Hotm  ofMep't. 
Hob.  Joaa"  GAiuAan, 

PivaidminftKeSm&U. 
Im  Tax  Hotsb  ot  Rar'a  wr  •n.m  U.  S., 
Januarjf  6*  18*1' 
Resolved,  That  a  memge  be  sent  to  the  Sanate  to 
notify  them  of  the  death  of  John  Linn,  late  a  member 
of  tbu  House  from  the  State  of  New  jeisey,  and  that 
bis  fiioeral  will  take  place  this  day  at  throe  o'clock 
from  the  Hall  of  the  Houaa  of  Repreaentatives. 
Attest,  TH.  DOUGHERTY,  C.  H.  R. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DicKBRaoir, 

Retolted,  ttmanimoutiy^  That  the  aanate,  aa  a  tea- 
timoBv  of  leapset  for  tas  memoir  of  tha  hoaorahle 
John  Lhin,  lale  a  nember  of  the  Hoase  of  Raprasen- 

tativea  from  Uie  tltate  of  New  Jersey,  wiU  go  into- 
monmiDg  and  wear  a  black  reand  the  left  ana 
for  thirty  daya. 

The  PassinCHT  communicated  a  letter  from 
Jahbs  J.  Wii.aoK,  a  member  of  the  Senate  from 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  resigning  bis  seat  in  the 
Senate;  which  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
statements  exhibiting  the  names  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  Navy  Department  and  in  the  office 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  Navy  for  the  year 
1620,  and  the  amount  of  compensation  paid  to 
eadi;  and  tbe  letter  and  statements  wore  read- 
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Mr.  HossET  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Presideot  and  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis, on  behalf  of  the  Directors  and  Stock- 
holders of  said  bbnk,  praying  a  renewal  of  their 
charter;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  tSAHroBD  nresented  thejKtition  of  Terrence 
Clail^  of  New  York,  prayine  to  be  confirmed  in 
his  title  to  certain  land ;  and  the  petition  was  rrad, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PuUie  Lands. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  P.  P.  Saint  Guirons  and  others,  members 
of  the  French  association  established  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  by  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  caltiTation  of  the  Tine 
and  olive;"  prating  certain  modifications  of  said 
act ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  also  presented  the 
petition  of  the  citizens  of  Lawrence  and  Franklin 
counties,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  that 
all  parsons  who  have  purchased  lands  for  actual 
sMttement,  and  who  hare  stftled  upon  and  im- 
proved the  same,  may  be  authorized  to  obtain  a 

Eitent  for  a  limited  quantity,  to  be  ascertained  by 
w,  on  paying  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
fire  cents  per  acre,  at  any  time  within  five  years 
from  the  date  of  the  sales;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afbini,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Grooding  and  James  Williams,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a 
sum  of  money  to  John  Gooding  and  James  Wil- 
liams ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the 
bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies  oc- 
casioned in  several  Committees,  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  BoRRiLLand  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
when  the  following  appointments  were  made : 
On  the  Committee  ot  Commwc^  Mr.  Lahhan. 
On  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  Mr.  Wiluams, 
of  Miaussippi. 
On  the  Committee  of  Claims,  Mr.  Palmer. 
On  the  Committee  of  the  Pnlnie  Buildings,  Mr. 
Talbot. 

On  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama. 

And  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  having,  on  his 
request,  been  excused  from  servingon  the  Commit- 
tee on  Enrolled  Bills,  Mr.  Morril  was  appointed 
in  his  place. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Reaolved,  That  the  CommiUee  of  Claima  inquira 
into  (he  ezpedienc;  of  allowing  the  claim  of  Matthew 
B.  Carthey,  for  two  honei  lost  in  ^0  public  sernee,  at 
Pentacola  and  st  New  OrleaoB. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  extend  the  time  for 
locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants  and  re- 
turning surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
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Seward,"  was  read  the  second  tinu,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Pnrdy  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatirea,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  in  the  district  of  Mississippi,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  second  instan^  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  bilT extending 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  State  of 
Missouri ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Janney ;  and  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Margaret  Perry ;"  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto^  the  PRESincNT  re- 
ported it  to  Uie  Hous^  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  rdief  of  William  Mcintosh."  twethu-  with  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  thereon ; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  EnwAans,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill "  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Society, 
for  literary  purposes,*'  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  the  numerous  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  the 
various  amendments  proposed  to  it  in  the  course  of 
its  consideration,  much  discussion  arose,  and  much 
time  was  consumed.  The  bill  was  not  disposed 
of  nor  got  through  with;  and,  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment having  arrived,  the  Senate  adjoiuned. 


Tdesuay,  January  9. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition  of 
Josiab  Hook,  jr..  collector  of  the  port  of  Penob- 
scot, praying  to  ne  indemnified  for  nis  losses,  and 
for  the  money  he  has  paid,  with  interest  thereon, 
in  satisfaction  of  a  judgment  obtained  against  him 
for  an  act  done  by  him  in  his  official  capacity ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Sanforo,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entided  "An  act 
makmg  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1821," 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

RaiUved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipediency  of  diminishingf  equalizing,  and 
establishing  the  fees  of  district  attorneys,  darks,  and 
marshals,  and  other  officers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  letter  received  from  the  Commissioner  of  ibe 
General  Land  Office,  with  the  copies  of  the  reports 
of  the  land  commisstoners  at  Jacksmt  courthouse. 
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and  other  documents  therewith  transmitted,  were 
referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ni- 
cholas Perkins,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relia  of  Nicholas  Perkins ;  and  the  re- 
port and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Shitb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jndici- 
arjr,  to  whom  wu  rrfemd  the  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retuy  of  State,  requesting  to  be  supplied  with  an 
additional  numba  of  the  documents  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  reu : 

Setohed,  That  twenty-fiTe  copies  of  sll  docomentB 
printed  for  the  qm  of  Uib  Senate,  except  bills  and 
MoeDdmeDta,  ineladiog  the  nambcr  'now  fnniisbed, 
dull  be  furnished  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterdaj,  instructing  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
mqaire  mlo  the  ezp»liency  of  allowing  the  claim 
of  Matthew  B.  Carthey,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Janney ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fleabahts,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  Stales  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadicury. 

The  nil  from  the  Home  of  RepresentatiTef, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Perry," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

COLUMBIAN  SOCIETY. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideratiou  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Coliunbian  Society  for  literary  purposes,  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  last  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
the  said  amendment  having  been  further  amended 
and  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
amenSed  accordingly,  and  the  said  amendments, 
except  the  seventh  and  tenth  sections,  having  been 
concurred  in^on  tfaeqiiestion  to  concur  in  the  said 
seventh  section,  as  follows : 

"Sec.  7.  Andbe^/iifiktraiaetedt  Thatparsonsof 
ercty  religioni  denomination  shall  be  capable  of  being 
elected  truateee;  nor  shall  any  person,  either  as  pre- 
sident, professor,  tutor,  or  papil,  be  refused  admittance 
into  said  college,  or  denied  soy  pritilegee,  immunities, 
or  sdvantages  thereof,  for,  or  on  aeeonnt  of,  his  senti- 
ments in  mattera  of  religion." 

It  was  determioed  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 
Ybas — Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Elliott.  GatUard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Honey,  Hunter, 
lohoson  of  Lonisiana,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Mills,  Otis, 
Kobnts.  Ragglah  Sanford.  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Dyke, 
Walkn  of  Ahbama,  Walker  of  Geo^ia,  and  Wil- 
Hams  of  MisMMppL 

Mats — Heaara.  Baiboor,  Jiriinson  of  Kentocky, 
King  of  Alabama,  J^ewrie,  Macon,  Morril,  Palmer, 
Pteasaats,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas  Tiehenor,  and 
Trimble^ 

And  the  uid  tenth  aeetion  having  been  amend- 
ed, it  wms  eancancd  in. 


Sbmats. 


The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 


WinNEanAT,  January  10. 
The  Pkesidbht  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  list  of  the 
American  seamen  registered  in  the  several  ports 
of  the  United  States  for  the  three  jfirst  quarters  of 
the  year  1820,  made  in  pursuance  of  "An  act  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  parts  of  the 
*act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen and  the  letter  and  list  were  read. 

The  Prebioent  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  expenditure  and  application  of  the 
moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on  account  of 
the  Navy,  from  the  6rst  day  of  October,  1819,  to 
the  30th  of  September,  1830;  and  of  the  unex- 
pended balances  of  former  appropriations  remain- 
mg  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  October, 
and  the  letter  and  statement  were  read. 

The  pRGSiDBNT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fond, 
made  in  obedience  to  the  act  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
letter  and  report  were  read. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  statement 
prepared  in  conformity  with  the  fifth  section  of 
the  "Act  to  amend  tbe  several  acts  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  regulation  of  tbe  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,"  showing  tbe  expendi- 
ture of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  military  establishment  for  the  year 
1820 ;  and  the  letter  and  statement  were  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry,  transmitting  a  re- 
port of  the  register  of  the  district  of  Edwarasville, 
made  in  conTormity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
"Act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  &e  State  of  Illinois,''  apon  the  clainu 
exhibited  nnder  the  said  act ;  and  the  letter  and 
report  were  read.-^[lefenred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PLBASAHTa  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
W.  Todd,  praying  to  be  leimburwd  in  the  expenses 
incurred  by  him  in  consequence  of  a  suit  wrong- 
fully instituted  against  him  by  the  United  States; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee ol  Claims. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented,  severally,  the  memorials 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  tbe  Bank  of 
Wasbineton,  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  of 
the  Bank  of  Potomac,  praying  a  renewal  of  their 
respective  charters}  and  tbe  memorials  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  B&RBODR  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
concerning  tbe  collection  of  public  moneys ;  and 
the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  NoBLB,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mmes  Wing, 
made'a  rcpor^  accompanwd  by  a  lewlation,  that 
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the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Retoiud,  That  the  CommittM  on  Public  L»nd«  be 
iastnieted  to  in^uiie  ioto  the  jastico  anil  expediency  of 
gnnting  lend  for  the  purpose  of  edoeation  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  Ststai,  corrospondiag  vith  the  sppro- 
prUtioDB  which  have  been  made  for  the  Mote  object 
within  the  limits  of  the  new  Sutes. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Irwin,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  tae  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  granting  to 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the 
time  being,  and  his  successors  iu  office,  two  tracts 
of  land  in  the  county  of  Point  Coupee^  reported 
the  same  with  amenam>e&ts  j  which  were  md. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
iriunQ  was  referred  the  lull  for  the  relief  of  John 
Coffee,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Cotumttee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  rderred  the  petition  of  Richard  G. 
Water  house,  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  to  the  com- 
mittee a  report  of  the  Third  Auditor  on  said  peti- 
tion ;  and  the  letter  and  report  were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee 
were  discharged  from  the  [further  consideration  of 
said  petition,  and  tutd  leave  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
tion and  papers. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  foi  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dimtnisbii^f,  equal- 
izing, and  esteblishiDg,  the  fbes  o(  attOTneys,  clerks, 
and  mandials,  and  it  was  amended  and  agreed  to 
as  follows: 

Retetvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiasiy  be 
instnietod  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dimioish- 
fasgi  aqnaliziDg  and  eatablisbiDg,  the  fees  ef  dUtrict 
Rttomeji^  olerka,  and  manhaJa,  and  otbw  officers. 

The  Senate  pro(»eded  to  consid«  the  resolution 
yesterday  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, on  the  application  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
for  an  additional  supply  of  the  documents  printed 
by  Older  of  the  Senate ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Dayment  of  .a  som  of 
money  to  John  Gooding  ana  James  Wilhanu  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Niehdas  Pakins  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Society 
for  literary  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time. 

ilesoZiMa,  That  this  bill  pass ;  and  the  title  there- 
of be  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Col- 
le«  in  the  District  C(rfumhia." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Ctnnmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsiderMimi  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  rdief  of  Nichobs  Jarrott,"  u^tber 
vith  the  amendmoits  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  PnUie  Lands;  and  it  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 


iunvLKty  1821. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  July,  1820 ;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  otder  of  the  day  for,  tomorrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1831,*' 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance ;  and  the  said  amend- 
ment having  been  agreed  to,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bUl  to  the  House  amended  sccordingly ; 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
unended. 

NATIONAt  VACCINE  INSITTUTION. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  conrideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  Rqwesentatires  to  in- 
corporate the  Natim^  Vaccine  Institution. 

On  this  bill  there  arose  a  short  debate. 

Messrs.  Roberts  and  Talbot  opposed  the  bill, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  the  ob- 
ject avowed,  which  could  be  easily  accomplished 
wi^out  it;  that,  if  necessary,  an  act  of  incorpOTa- 
tion  could  be  obtained  from  the  State  of  Maryland 
sufficient  for  all  useful  purp(Mes ;  that  the  biU  pro- 
posed to  incorporate  an  institution  without  limit- 
ing it  to  the  District ;  that  there  were  within  the 
District  so  many  corporations  that  the  ntunber 
ought  not  to  be  increased,  unless  under  an  urgent 
necessity,  &c. 

Messrs.  Horsrt  and  Llotd  supported  the  UU, 
on  the  ground  of  its  importance  to  die  proper  ae- 
com^Usnment  of  an  object  of  great  interest  to  hu- 
manity, which  could  not  be  in  any  other  wm^  so 
well  accomplished.  The  same  explanation  of  the 
bill  was  snostantialiy  jgiven  as  was  ffiven  of  its 
merits  when  pending  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

Mr.  Roberts  had  moved  a  general  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill ;  but,  with  a  view  to  allow  gentle- 
men  favorable  to  the  bill  to  amend  it,  if  they  de- 
sired, he  withdrew  his  motion ;  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Llatd,  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

OHIO  AND  ERIE  CANAL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  oi 
Uie  biU  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  commia- 
simers  to  lay  out  a  canal  between  the  navigaUe 
waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
which  provides  that  nothing  in  the  bill  shall  be 
construed  as  pledging  the  United  States  to  defray 
any  pert  of  the  expense  of  making  the  said  canal, 
and  to  insert^  in  Heu  thereof,  a  provision  that,  oa 
the  canal  being  laid  out,  so  much  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  ot  public  lands  in  the  Delaware  dis- 
trict, in  Ohio,  as  should  exceed  the  minimum  cash 
price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-4lve  cents  per  acre, 
should  be  aj^lied  to  the  poipose  of  making  this 
canal. 

Mr.  LowRiE  required  a  division  of  the  questioo, 
so  as  to  take  it  first  on  striking  out 
Mr.  HoLMBS,  of  Bdaine^  raovsd  to  amand  the 
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•BMndment,  hf  adding  to  the  end  of  it  the  words, 
"When  the  said  caDafiihail  have  been  completed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Congress." 

There  grew  out  of  these  motions  a  debate,  which 
was  internipted  only  hy  the  arriral  of  the  nsnal 
hour  for  B^onmment. 

Mr.  TitniBi.B  was  opposed  in  opinion,  with  re- 
gard to  this  amendment,  to  his  colleague  who 
mored  it,  because  he  was  favorable  to  the  bill, 
which  be  ap[M«bended  the  proposed  amendment 
miirht  defeat. 

With  the  excepti<m  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the  other 
gnitleiaen  wfao  'poke  were  pro  or  con  the  whole 
seheine  of  the  IhU,  aa  wdl  as  of  the  amendment 
The  bill  was  supported  and  opposed  by  the  foUow- 
ioggendemen: 

1^  the  bfZE— Messrs.  Rnoot^  and  Trimble. 

Affaiiut  the  bOt— Messrs.  Ona,  Browv,  Macoh, 
and  Cbandler. 

The  argument  in  faror  of  the  general  olgects  of 
the  bill,  bendes  the  obrious  one  of  promoting  pub- 
lic conrenience  and  private  comfort,  was,  pnaci- 
pally,  that  it  would  greatly  increase  the  value  of 
the  public  lands,  by  facilitating  intercourse  between 
them  and  other  parts  of  the  country. 

The  argument  affainst  the  bill  was  not  against 
the  policy  of  snca  improvements,  so  much  as 
against  any  partial  measures  in  regard  to  internal 
improvements  of  this  description.  If  canals  were 
to  be  ramde  at  Uie  expense  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  was  evident  this  was  intended  to  be,  it  was  nig- 
gesled  that  the  experiment  shonld  begin  in  im- 
proved and  popolous  parts  of  the  country,  rather 
than  in  the  wudemess,  Ac. 

Before  any  question  was  decided  in  regard  to 
die  billf  the  Senate  adjourned. 


TaDRSD&T,  January  11. 

The  Prebidbkt  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  statement 
showing  the  names  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  em- 
^yed  m  hts  office  during  the  year  1820;  and  the 
KUer  and  steteoarait  -were  read. 

The  bill  mak'^y  a  partial  appropriation  far  the 
Diilitary  service  tot  the  yeu  1821,  was  reed  the 
third  time  and  passed,  with  a  small  amendment 
icqniring  the  eonenrrence  of  the  Hooae  of  Repre- 
aentatirca. 

Mr.  Bvw^DB  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  of  individuals,  concerned  directly  or  indi- 
recdy  as  purdiaBers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the 
law  "  making  fiirtber  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates  inju- 
riously on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  to 
such  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  four  petitions,  agned  in 
like  manner,  and  of  the  same  import  and  oqect  as 
the  preceding ;  which  were  md,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  ftmn  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  refarted  the  petition  of  Nathan  Ford, 


Smati. 


reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jodi- 
ciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  author^ 
ize  thePresident  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain 
and  desiffnate  certain  boundaries ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lanhan  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruolvtd,  Tbkt  th«  Committee  oo  Nsial  A0«ifs  be 
instmcted  to  inquire  vhather  there  are  any  obttroe- 
tions  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames,  in  die 
State  of  Conncetient,  whkh  were  i4ac«d  dier*  by  die 
Amariean  ships  blockaded  during  the  Ute  vrsr ;  and* 
if  tny,  whst  mcasarci  ought  to  be  adopted  for  the  n- 
movsl  of  SQch  obstruettoDs. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  education  within  the  limits 
of  the  old  States,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of 
Moses  Wing;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  CBAnnLBB, 
it  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  re|iort  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Irwm ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
raolved  diat  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi^  the 
Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  establish- 
ing trading-nouses  with  the  Indian  tribes and  it 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Monday  next 

OHIO  AND  ERIE  CANAL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonaideiation  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  lay  out  the  route  of  a  canal  from  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Ohio  toLake  Brie— the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Rdqqlbs  to  pledge  certain  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  pnblic  lands  to  making  the  canal  be- 
ing the  qnestion  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Walkbr,  of  Alabama,  spoke  against  the 
bill,  grounding  his  objections — without  examining 
at  aU  the  Constitutional  qnestion,  but  only  the 
question  of  expediency — on  the  belief  that  such  a 
work  ought  not  to  be  undertaken  unless  as  part 
of  a  great  systsu  of  internal  improvement ;  that 
this,  for  several  reasons  which  he  adduced,  was 
not  the  point  at  which  such  a  system  oufl^t  to  be 
commenced  ;  that  the  enhancement  of  the  value 
of  the  public  lands  was  not  a  good  a^ument  in 
favor  of  the  hill,  unless  the  Government  meant,  in 
good  faidi,  to  itai^e  the  canal  after  its  course  was 
bid  out,  and  therefwe  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Rdooles  was  fair  and  commendable,  &c. 
In  order,  however,  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
at  once  on  die  hill,  ^ich  had  beat  folly  discussed 
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at  the  last  session,  he  moved  its  indefinite  post- 
ponemeat 

Mr.  Tbihblb  followed,  and  spoke  in  answer  to 
the  arjpiments  used  by  gentlemea  yesterday,  and 
by  Mr.  Walker  to-day,  against  the  bill — reason- 
ing to  show  that  people  would  buy  the  neighbor- 
ing public  lands  under  a  fair  calculation  of  the 
chaoces  in  favor  of  the  making  of  the  canal, 
formed  on  a  view  of  the  law,  and,  consequently, 
no  deception  would  mislead  them ;  end  reasoning 
also  aeainst  the  various  local  interests  and  jealou- 
sies which  opposed  this  bill,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  the  contemplated  work;  and  arguing  that 
it  was  only  by  adopting  a  plan  of  this  kmd  by  the 
General  Qovernment  that  the  public  interest  could 
be  promoted,  and  the  improper  inflaence  of  private 
interest,  which  might  operate  if  the  work  were 
left  to  the  State,  could  be  avoided,  &c. 

Mr.  MoRSiL  was  opposed  to  the  bill  as  well  on 
■ccoQDt  of  its  inexpediency,  as  from  well  founded 
donhts  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
aathorize  the  work,  and  also  from  the  inaoUity  of 
the  Treasury  at  this  time  to  defray  extraordinary 
expenses,  presuming  that  the  cost  of  the  work 
would  be  derived  indirectly  if  not  directly  from 
the  public  funds.  He  viewed  it  also  as  a  lure  held 
out  to  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  which  be 
could  not  support ;  and  tbinlcing  that  when  a  busi- 
ness of  this  kind  was  commenced  it  ought  to  be 
part  of  a  general  plan,  the  expense  defrayed  out 
of  a  general  fund,  each  State  receiving  its  propor- 
tion of  it ;  that  this,  moreover,  was  not  the  suitable 
place  to  begin  the  plan ;  that  it  would  prot»bIy 
cost  a  great  deal  more,  judging  from  other  public 
works,  than  was  dow  estimated. 

Mr.  RuooLBS  spoke  in  favor  of  his  amendment 
and  also  of  the  bill,  and  argaed  to  show  that  the 
canal  would  be  made  if  now  authorized ;  and  also 
to  show  the  vast  commerce  which  would  be  car- 
ried on  through  the  canal,  from  and  to  a  great 
part  of  the  Western  country;  its  extensive  advan- 
tages to  that  quarter  of  the  Union,  and  the  saluta- 
ry policy  generally  of  authorizing  such  a  work. 

Mr.  Trihblb  again  spoke  to  show  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  canal  would  never  have  to  be  defray- 
ed out  of  the  funds  of  the  General  Government ; 
that  the  expense  of  the  survey  would  be  a  mere 
trifle,  and  the  value  of  it  to  Ohio  and  the  whole 
Western  country  incalculable.  He  was  particu- 
larly desirous  that  the  bill  should  now  pass,  be- 
cause the  advantages  of  it  would  otherwise  be  soon 
lost  to  the  State  and  the  Union,  inasmuch  as  the 
Indian  title  being  extinguished  to  the  lands,  they 
would  be  in  the  market,  and  would  pass  into  the 
hands  of  individaalu,  dbe. 

Mr.  Barbodr  viewed  the  questicm  strictly  as 
one  of  internal  improvement,  and  toTolving  all 
the  considerations  connected  with  that  question. 
It  appeared  to  be  the  aettted  sense  of  the  country, 
though  absurd  and  preposteroas  in  his  opinion, 
that  the  public  funds  may  be  ai^ropriated  to 
works  ot  internal  improvement,  but  that  as  soon 
as  any  work  was  dompleted  it  became  derelict 
and  beyond  the  control  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment. He  gave  a  history  of  the  attempts  in  Con- 
gress to  aathorize  and  commmce  a  system  of  in- 
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temal  imivovements,  and  their  failnre ;  eq>eeiaUy 
the  last  serious  eflbrt,  made  in  the  most  unezcq)- 
tionable  aspect,  r^ected  by  the  veto  of  President 
Madison,  and  which  had  not  the  necessary  major- 
ity in  Congress  to  make  the  bill  a  law ;  and  argu- 
ing that  if  that  decision  were  correct,  this  measure 
was  improper.  On  the  policy  of  that  bill  the  pub- 
lic sentiment  seemed  to  be  about  equally  divided ; 
and  he  had  at  a  subsequent  session  offered  a  reso- 
lution to  give  the  General  Government  the  desired 
power,  wbi^h  also  failed.  He  would  therefore  not 
support  a  measure  now  which  conflicted  with  the 
settled  opinioii  that  there  existed  no  power  in  the 
General  Government  to  make  roads  and  canals  in 
the  States.  At  any  rate,  he  hoped,  if  the  system 
were  commenced,  it  would  not  be  in  an  insulated, 
narrow,  partial  manner,  but  on  a  great,  equitable, 
and  impartial  system. 

Mr.  JoBNaoN,  of  Kentucky,  was  decidedly 
anlnst  the  iimefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 
He  insisted  that  the  sentiment  of  Congress  had 
been  expressed  by  a  large  majority  in  &vor  of 
making  internal  imj^ovements ;  and,  without 
fearing  any  ill  consequences  from  such  a  policy, 
he  viewed  it  as  of  vital  importance  to  the  conve- 
nience, the  happiness,  the  harmony,  and  lasting 
union  of  the  Republic.  But  this  bill,  he  argued, 
did  not  touch  the  question  referred  to  by  Mr.  Bar- 
bour ;  and  its  l^ality  had  been  settled  oy  the  law 
authorizing  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  to  Missouri.  He  controverted  the  opinion 
that  this  canal  would  be  a  local  work.  It  was  a 
great  national  object,  as  were  all  works  which 
brought  the  difierent  parts  of  the  country  together, 
and  promoted  their  comfort  and  union:  and  be 
was  ready  to  support  similar  objects  in  otner  quar^ 
ters.  He  maintained  the  right  of  the  West  to  ex- 
pect some  expenditure  of  the  public  ftmds  in  that 
quarter  of  the  Union,  and  thereby  aid  in  some  sort 
the  moneyed  institutions  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, &c. ;  in  support  of  which  opinions  he  spoke 
at  some  length. 

Mr.  MoRBiL  subjoined  a  remark  or  two  in  sup- 
port of  the  opinions  he  had  preriotidy  expressed ; 
after  which 

The  question  vras  put  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Ykai — Meun.  Barbour,  Browa,  Chandler,  Ektoo, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  LooiriKns,  King 
of  Alvbama,  Lanmso,  Lloyd,  Mscon,  Mills,  Morril, 
Otis,  PiloMr,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Smith.  Tay. 
lor,  Tieheoor,  Walker  of  Alsbams,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
WillisnM  9f  Misainippi,  and  Willitma  of  TeBn.-^M. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dsns,  Dickenon,  Edwards,  John- 
son of  KentQckv,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Rogglss,  Sanfiird, 
Stokes,  Tslbot,  Thomas,  TtimUe,  and  Van  Dyke— 13. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  then,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  took  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  poldic  lands 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1820. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Illinois,  said,  that,  by  the  laws 
in  operation  before  the  1st  of  inly,  ISBO,  the  mini- 
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mum  price  of  the  public  land  was  two  dollars  an 
acre,  jpayable  one-fourth  down,  one-fourth  at  the 
end  oi  two  ycarsi  ud  one-fourth  at  (he  end  of  each 
of  the  two  raeeeeding  years  j  one  year  of  grace 
was  aUowed  to  the  nirchaser  after  the  last  pay- 
ment became  due.  If  the  payments  were  not  com- 
pleted within  that  period,  the  land  was  offered  at 
public  sale ;  if  it  sold  for  more  than  was  due,  the 
surplus  was  paid  to  the  purchaser,  If  it  would 
not  sell  for  the  amotmt  doe,  it  lererted  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Interest,  in  case  of  non-payment  of 
any  instalment  when  it  became  due,  was  charged 
upon  such  payment  A  deduction  of  eight  per 
cent,  was  allowed  to  porehasers  for  ivompt  pay- 
ment 

By  the  act  of  the  24th  April,  1820,  credit  was 
abolished,  and  the  minimum  price  of  the  public 
land  reduced  to  one  dollar  ana  twenty-five  cents 
an  acre.  The  probable  consequence  of  that  mea- 
sure, said  Mr.  T.,  if  no  proTision  is  made  to  coun- 
teract it,  will  be  the  forfeiture  of  all  the  land  pur- 
chased prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820,  upon  which 
the  first  payment  only  has  been  made,  except  where 
valuable  imivoTeiiients  hare  been  made,  upon  a 
quarter  or  half-quarter  section.  On  all  purcMses 
at  the  minimnm  price,  in  that  situation,  the  pur- 
chaser will  sare,  by  the  forfeiture  twenty-five  cents 
an  acre,  unless  competition  at  the  resale  should  in- 
crease the  ]^iee.  Where  a  higher  price  has  been 
given,  the  saving  will  be  incieasen  in  proportion 
to  that  price,  unless  competition  at  the  resale  shonld 
be  as  great  as  at  the  original  sale.  When  the  sit- 
uation of  the  country,  at  the  time  the  great  mass 
of  debt  was  contracted  for  the  public  lands,  is  con- 
sidered, and  contrasted  with  tne  present  circum- 
stances of  those  disposed  to  become  purchasers  of 
those  lands,  it  will  be  readily  perceived  that  the 
idea  of  increased  competition,  at  any  sale  which 
may  be  made  of  lands  that  may  be  forfeited,  will 
not  be  realised.  The  immense  quantity  of  land 
whieh  the  Government  has  in  the  market,  of  itsrif, 
independent  of  the  unfiivorafale  change  which  has 
OMorred  in  the  capacity  of  the  commonity  to  pur- 
chase, would  ^eatly  diminish  the  fear  ol  compe- 
tition, which  IS  the  only  inducement  on  the  ]Mrt 
of  the  public  deblOT  not  to  suffer  the  land  purchased 
by  him  to  revert  to  the  United  States. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  interest  of  the  Government, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view^  to  afford  that  mea- 
sure of  rdief  which  will  diminish  the  motive  with 

Enrchasers  to  suffer  their  lands  to  revert  to  the 
Tnited  Sutes. 

But  it  IS  conceived,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  considera- 
tions of  a  hieher  nature  are  involved  in  this  inves- 
tigation. All  governments  ought  to  act  so  as  to 
command  the  lore  and  confidence  of  the  governed. 
In  this  cooDtry,  where  the  people  are  sovereign, 
the  Gtoreniment  will  always  aet  in  conformity  to 
their  sovereign  will.  The  qaestion,  then,  ou^bt 
to  be  decided  upon  considerattoos  of  policy,  of  jus- 
tice, and  equity,  and  not  hj  those  of  interest  alone. 

Independent  of  the  motive  toa  liberal  and  mag- 
nanimous conduct  to  the  public  del^rs,  resulting 
from  the  act  of  the  Government  diminidiing  the 
mtnimum  price,  other  circumstances  present  tnem- 
■elvea  and  press  with  irresistible  force  upon  the 
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consideration  of  the  LegUlature.  It  is  matter  of 
general  notoriety,  that,  when  the  greatest  portion 
of  this  debt  was  contracted,  the  price  of  produce 
of  every  description  was  more  than  an  hundred 
per  cent,  higher  thuk  at  present. 

Banks  which  had  multiplied,  and,  apparently, 
in  some  instances,  been  located  with  the  express 
view  of  furnishing  facilities  to  the  parcbasos  of 
public  lands,  had  rendered  mosey,  or  what  was 
then  deemed  money,  so  plenty,  that  a  momentary 
frenzy  seized  upon  the  purchasers  of  public  lands. 
Prices  were  bid  for  lands  wholly  unimproved 
ffreatly  beyond  what  jands  of  e<iual  quali^,  and 
highly  improved, in  the  neighboring  Slates,  would 
have  commanded. 

Shortly  after  these  purchases  were  made,  pro- 
duce feU  to  less  than  half  the  price  which  it  then 
commanded  :  the  facilities  afforded  by  banks  were 
suddenly  withdrawn,  by  the  drain  of  specie  from 
their  vaults,  or  notes  ceasing  to  be  reeeivable  in 
consequence  of  their  bankruptcy. 

The  public  debtor,  by  these  occurrences,  found 
himself  anbarrassed  engagements  which  it 
would  have  been  difficult  for  nim  to  ftilfil,  and 
which  the  change  in  the  ]wice  of  the  public  land 
has  considerably  aggravated.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
charge  the  Gtovemment  with  having  contributed 
to  the  error  which  has  been  committed  by  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands,  to  induce  it  to  asbrd 
relief.  It  is  sufficient,  for  that  purpose,  to  show 
that  great  loss  will  inevitably  fall  upon  their  pur- 
chasers unless  relief  is  granted,  and,  that  no  ben- 
efit will  inure  to  the  Government  from  that  loss. 
In  all  governments,  even  the  most  despotic,  the 
resources  of  the  G^overnment  consist  of  the  surplus 
means  of  the  Government  If  the  people  are  im- 
poverished, the  revenues  of  the  Government  are 
dried  up,  and  all  its  operations  enfeeUed}  this  is 
the  true  reason  why  free  States  ate  always  more 
powerful  and  fruitful  in  their  resources  than  des- 
potic States. 

It  is,  however,  admitted,  that,  if  the  Government 
should  exact  the  penalty  of  the  law,  it  would  ap- 
parently be  benefited  in  a  pecuniary  view.  It 
would  retain  the  whole  of  the  money  received  on 
the  improvident  purchases  which  have  been  de- 
scribed, and  have  the  land  which  would  revert  at 
its  disposition.  This  benefit,  however,  would  be 
apparent  only,  and  not  real.  The  state  of  destitu- 
tion to  which  this  exaction  would  reduce  the  pur- 
chasers would  destroy  all  competition  among  the 
purchasers  at  the  resale  of  those  lands ;  and  a  sense 
of  the  extreme  rigor  which  had  been  exercised  to- 
wards them,  wo^d  restrain  the  citizens  of  other 
States  disposed  to  purchase  from  enterina  into,  the 
competition.  Sympathy,  even  among  tnose  dis- 
posed to  better  their  situation  by  removal  from  the 
place  of  their  nativity,  would  afford  that  relief 
which  the  equity  and  magnanimity  of  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  have  promptly  granted.  But  if  this 
opinion  should  be  deemed  erroneous,  still,  anr  pe- 
cuniary benefit  which  the  Government  might  be 
supp<»ed  to  derive  from  thd  rigid  exaction  of  the 
conditions,  would  be  more  than  balanced  by  the 
increased  payments  in  the  Treasury,  which  the  re- 
lief to  which  the  porehasers  are  equitably  entitled 
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would  produce,  in  the  year  and  by  the  uni- 
formity of  the  recrapts  irom  that  source  of  levenoe 
during  the  eight  succeeding  years. 

The  right  to  relinquish,  proposed  by  the  bill, 
would  probably  diminish  the  debt  $4,000,000.  The 
prompt  payments  which  would  be  prodnced  by  the 
discount  tendered  ia  the  bill  would  probably  fur- 
ther reduce  it  93,000,000.  There  would  then  re- 
main $15,000^000  which  would,  according  to  the 
third  proposition  ia^e  bill,  produce  an  annual 
revenue  of  $1,875,000. 

This  sum,  with  the  amount  of  new  purchases 
made  during  that  term,  could  not  fail  to  produce 
an  annual  revenue  of  $3,500,000.  From  these 
general  considerations,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  a  particular  examination  of  the  provisions 
of  the  bUl. 

Ist.  The  right  to  relinqoish  is  an  equitable  con- 
seqnoice  of  the  chui^  which  die  Gk>Temmait 

has  made  in  the  miDimom  price  of  the  public 
land. 

If  the  purchaser  should,  bv  any  cause  whatever, 
be  under  the  necessity  of  selling  a  part  of  his  land 
to  discharge  his  debt  to  the  Oovemmen^the  wice 
which  he  will  be  able  to  obtain  for  tt  will  be 
affected  by  that  change,  and  his  ability  to  make 
the  payment  diminishea  in  the  proportion  which 
two  oundred  bears  to  one  hundred  and  twenty>five. 
It  is  rational  to  presume  that  such  will  be  the  con- 
sequence, as  the  quantitv  of  land  which  the  Gov- 
«rament  has  for  sale  will,  for  a  much  longer  term 
than  that  proposed  in  ibe  bill  for  the  final  extin- 
guishment of  the  debt,  greatly  exceed  the  demand 
for  it  for  settlement,  or  for  speculation.  The  ex- 
orbitant price  ^ven  for  a  portiDn  of  the  public 
lands,  and  the  inability  of  tbe  purchasers  to  pay 
that  price,  Bweals  sUrongly  to  the  equitsr  and  mag- 
nanimity of  Congress.  The  first  section  of  the 
bill  does  not  propose  to  reduce  the  price  of  tbe  land 
retained  by  the  purchase  ;  it  only  rdeases  him 
from  what  it  is  impracticatue  to  perform. 

The  Government  receives  back  i  ts^pwty,  wh  ich 
will  again  by  it  be  sold  for  what  it  is  really  worth. 
Tbe  right  of  relinquishment  cannot  be  exercised 
so  as  to  release  the  purchaser  from  his  bargain,  as 
far  as  the  purchase^money  has  been  paid. 

2.  To  excite  to  prompt  payment,  as  well  as  to 

grant  equitable  relief  to  the  purchasers  of  public 
ind,  the  second  section  provides  that  when  the 
full  purchase-money  for  any  tract  of  land  shall  be 
mid  on  a  co-tain  day,  a  deduction  shall  be  made. 
This  provisioii  is  almost  a  necessary  consequence 
of  tbe  ebange  which  has  been  made  in  the  mini- 
mum price  of  the  public  lands  by  the  act  of  the 
24tfa  April,  1620.  Notbing  can  be  more  equitable 
than  the  tender  to  the  formn  purchase  of  the 
option  of  payine,  on  a  given  day,  the  whole  sum 
for  any  tract  of  land^  fiubject  to  a  deduction  equal 
to  (he  proportion  which  the  former  miuimum  price 
bears  10  the  present.  Considering  the  state  of  Uie 
Treasury,  any  measure  which  will  increase  the 
payments  on  account  of  the  debt  due  for  the  pub- 
Ik  land  ought  to  receive  due  consideration.  For 
the  want  of  punctuality  in  the  payment  of  this  debt, 
the  Government  is  compelled  to  borrow  money. 
A  reduction  for  prompt  payment,  not  inconsistent 


with  the  equity,  would  greatly  increase  the  pay- 
ments into  die  Treasury  during  the  jffcse&t  year, 
and  correspondently  dnninisb  tbe  amount  neces- 
sary to  be  obtained  by  loan.  It  may  appeu-,  upon 
first  consideration,  that  tbe  foregoing  provisions 
present  all  the  relief  to  which  the  parties  ar«  equi- 
tably entitled,  and  which  the  Government  can, 
consistently  with  due  regard  to  justice,  grant.  It 
may  be  urged  that,  after  the  parties  have  been 
permitted  to  relinquish  such  part  of  tbe  land  pur- 
chased by  them  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  a 
reasonable  deduction  made  for  prompt  payment 
has  been  tendered  to  them,  that  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint can  exist,  no  case  of  oppression  can  occtft. 
To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  cases  may  still 
exist  in  which  it  may  be  the  interest  of  the  parties 
to  auffir  the  lands  purchased  by  them  to  revert 
Under  the  former  fyston  tracts  of  not  less  than 
one  hundred  and  nxty  acres  were  sold,  with  the 
exception  of  sections  numbers  two,  fivc^  twenty, 
twenty-three,  and  thirty,  in  each  township,  whkUi 
were  divided  into  half-quarters,  in  the  former  case, 
where  but  a  single  tract  has  been  purchased  by  an 
individual,  the  right  of  relinquishmmt  cannot  in 
many  instances  be  exercised  without  great  loss  to 
the  purchaser  ;  and  in  the  latter  it  wouTd  be  incon- 
venient and  impolitic  to  admit  of  the  right  to 
relinqoish.  In  such  cases  the  parties  are  presumed, 
from  ^e  quantity  purchased,  to  be  poor.  Their 
poverty  will  proMhly  disable  them  nom  making 
prompt  payment.  They  will  therefore  be  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  suffering  their  small  farms  to 
revert.  If  saved  from  this  necessity,  it  will  be  hf 
the  com^iance  with  terms  from  which  they  see 
their  wnlthy  ndghbors  exempt  But  it  has  "been 
shown  to  be  their  interest  to  mSia  their  lands  to 
revert,  and  run  the  risk  of  repnrehanng,  when  the 
land  shall  be  again  offered  for  sale  It  certainly 
never  can  be  sound  policy  in  any  Government  to 
act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  the  intmst  of 
its  citizens  voluntarily,  and  from  a  rq^ard  to  their 
pecuniary  interests,  to  incur  finfeitures,  and  to  fail 
in  the  fulfilment  of  engagements  which,  tbonah 
not  legally,  ought  always  to  be  considered  moraUy 
binding.  Sucb  an  example  could  not  fail  to  have 
a  baleful  influence  upon  the  public  morality.  Such 
an  example  will  be  exhibited  by  the  act  of  the 
34th  of  April,  1820,  reducing  the  minimum  price 
of  the  public  land  from  two  dollars  to  one  doUar 
and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  if  the  third  aectioa 
of  the  bill,  or  one  analwous  to  it  in  principle,  aball 
not  be  adopted  1^  the  National  L^islatare.  By 
that  act  it  is  clearly  made  the  intoest  of  the  pur- 
chaser to  &il  in  his  engagements  -vrith  the  Govon- 
ment,  and  run  the  risk  of  purchasing  at  a  cheaper 
rate  when  the  lands  sbaA  be  reonered  for  sale. 
The  third  provision  is  clearly  an  alternative  offoed 
to  those  who  cannot  accept  of  the  second  All 
those  whose  pecuniary  means  will  not  liable  them 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  second,  will  consider 
that  justice  is  inequitably  distributed  between  the 
poor  and  the  rich,  if  by  tbe  rejection  of  tbe  third 
they  are  compelled,  from  a  regard  to  their  inter- 
est, to  suffer  their  small  farms  to  revert  to  the 
United  States. 
But  the  third  section  of  the  bill  is  strongly  rec- 
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ommended  to  the  attendcnt  of  the  Senate — 1.  Be- 
cause it  will  prevent  reversions ;  2.  Will  secure  a 
greater  revenue  from  the  land  retained  than  if  it 
was  suffered  to  revert;  and,  3.  Will  produce  a 
greater  d^ee  of  punctuality  in  the  payments  into 
the  Treasury^  during  the  time  of  its  op^tion,  than 
can  be  obtained  bv  any  other  provision  in  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt.  If  there  was 
no  other  recommeodalion  in  its  favor,  this  ought 
to  command  the  unqualified  assent  of  the  Senate. 
The  purchaser  will  see,  in  the  conditions  tendered, 
a  sufficient  inducement  to  avoid  a  reversion,  and 
indacements  not  less  strong  will  impel  him  to  the 
most  r«id  punctuality  in  making  the  payments 
required  by  the  provisions  of  the  section. 

In  favor  of  ine  term  of  ei^ht  years,  which  has 
been  fixed  upon  by  a  majontr  of  the  committee, 
it  may  be  urged  tiiat  the  inanlgence  which  has 
been  heretofore  granted  by  Congress  has  in  some 
degree  directed  tts  decision.  It  is  admitted  that 
the  situation  of  the  parties  which  will  be  affected 
by  it  is  different  and  that  if  it  was  practicable  to 
adapt  the  provisions  of  the  section  to  their  various 
cases,  it  would  have  been  done ;  bat,  considering 
this  measure  as  an  act  of  liberality,  and  at  the  same 
time  calculated  to  have  a  salutary  influence  upon 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Goremment,  it  was 
considered  more  important  to  introduce  a  uniform 
rule,  the  operation  of  which  would  be  easily  com- 
prdkended,  than  to  encumber  the  section  with  the 
complex  i»ovisions  which  otherwise  would  have 
been  indi^tensable. 

For  these  reasons,  I  think  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  are  auch  as  to  be  entitled  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate^ 

1  cannot  close  my  remarks  on  a  question  so 
interesting  to  the  people  1  hare  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent}  without  reimnding  the  Senate  that  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  was  called  to  t&is  subject  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  his  Message  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  and  that  a  plan  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  under  the  ancient 
was  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
ry  in  his  annnal  report,  not  different  in  prin- 
ciple from  the  bill  ander  consideration. 

It  is  my  duty  to  state,  Mr.  President,  that  there 
was  some  difference  of  opinion  in  the  committee 
in  relation  to  this  bill,  but  all  were  in  favor  of 
granting  relief  to  those  concerned  in  its  provisions. 

DWARDB,  of  Illinois,  rose,  and  expressing 
a  hope  that  the  gjieax  importance'  of  the  subject 
then  ander  discussion  to  the  nation,  and  tuore  par- 
Cicnlarly  the  deep  interest  which  the  people  of  the 
State  be  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  had  in 
it,  would  be  a  sufficient  apolc^  for  his  asking  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  remarks  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  offer  to  its  consideration,  proceeded  to  no- 
tice certain  defects  in  the  bill,  and,  among  others, 
su^ested  that,  by  its  phraseology,  the  relief  which 
it  proposed  to  grant  was  limit^,  and  confined  to 
the  direct  purchasers  from  the  Government,  to  the 
entire  exclusion  of  those  who  had  purchased  from 
individuals  lands  subject  to  the  lien  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  for  the  instalments  that  are  still  due  upon 
them;  which  latter  class,  he  contdided,  if  uey 
Ifith  Con.  13d  Sbsb^ 
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were  not  the  most  numeroas,  were  in  general  the 
most  deserving  of  relief,  because  they  were  princi- 
pally composed  of  persons  who,  having  gone  to 
the  respective  States  in  which  the  public  lands  He, 
strangers,  and  not  knowing  where  to  find  vacant 
land,  or  being  desirous  of  settling  in  the  vicinities 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  who  had  preced^ 
them,  had  generaUy  purchased  at  an  advanced 
price,  and  of  course  would,  in  proportion  to  their 
purchases,  be  the  greatest  sufferers.  But,  said  he, 
what  is  still  worse,  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  its 
it  now  reads,  the  origmal  purchasers  have  the  ri^t 
to  relinquish  the  very  lands  which  they  have  s^d, 
in  many  instances,  at  an  exorbitant  profit  and  to 
appropriate  to  themselves  the  benefit  of  all  the  in- 
stalments that  have  been  paid  by  their  assignees. 
These  objections,  however,  said  he,  may  be  easily 
obviated  by  substituting  the  word  holders  in  fte 
l^ce  of  purchasers.  Other  amendments  he  thought 
most  obviously  necessary ;  but,  said  he,  in  uis 
stage  of  the  bill,  it  may  be  most  advisable  to  dis- 
cuss its  general  objects,  which,  by  eliciting  the 
views  of  different  gentlemen,  may  enable  us  to 
ascertain  with  the  more  certainty  and  precision 
what  provisions  and  amendments  will  be  most  ac- 
ceptable to  the  majority  of  the  Senate. 

All  agree  that  relief  is  necessary.  Much  diver- 
sity of  opinion,  however,  may  exist  as  to  what  it 
should  be.  And,  in  order  justly  to  appreciate  die 
claims  which  toe  debtors  for  public  land  have 
upon  the  humanity  and  justice  of  this  Government 
it  seems  to  be  necessary  to  advert  to  the  times  of 
artificial  and  fictitious  prosperity  that  are  recenUy 
past,  and  to  contrast  them  with  the  present  6isa»- 
trous  turn  of  a&iis  which  we  see  every  day  more 
and  more  realized ;  and  this  for  the  double  purpose 
of  accounting  for  the  causes  that  have  seduced 
that  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  into  a  condition 
wluch  renders  the  beneficent  interposition  of  Con- 
gress necessarv  to  them ;  and  at  the  same  time  to 
demonstrate  the  expediency,  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, of  extending  to  them  sQch  relief  as  their  sit- 
uation requires,  and  as  is  not  forbidden  by  the  dic- 
tates of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  policy,  and  a  jnst 
regard  to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  discard  from  my 
view  of  this  subject  all  mercenary  considerations 
of  profit  to  the  Government,  from  granting  the  te- 
lief  proposed  by  this  bill.  Narrow  considerations  of 
interest,  nice  calculations  of  pecuniary  profit,  when 
the  great  question  is  one  of  Iwulative  fpaie  toA 
lelmj  to  a  consideraUe and sufferingportum of  the 
community,  seem  to  me  to  be  out  oT  jdace  oa  this 
floor.  -I  never  ean  ask  this  Senate  to  doirhat  I 
consider  wrong,  because  it  may  produce  a  X'o&t  to 
the  nation.  Nor  will  I  ask  it  to  do  what  I  om- 
sider  right  in  itself  by  appealing  to  any  such  con- 
tracted and  mercenary  considerations.  A  conifee 
like  this  may  suit  the  superannuated^  corrupt,  and 
tottering  monarchies  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, living  from  hand  to  mouth  by  the  expedi- 
ents of  the  day,  and  hastening  their  downnll  by 
the  very  food  on  which  they  feed;  but  such  a 
course  is,  in  my  opinion,  as  unsuited  to  the  tnerid- 
ian  as  it  is  inconsistait  with  the  dignity  of  a  gnat, 
a  youthful,  a  vigorous,  and  magnanimom  Bqiub- 
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lie — a  Republic  founded  oa  the  affections  of  the 
people;  flowing  from  them  as  the  great  fountain 
of  power — mtSitited  soUly  for  their  happmest,  and, 
eoRteqamtly,  ever  ready  to  odmtnuter,  fivm  the  purest 
motivM,  a  Just  relief  to  their  mffervngs.  This  Gov- 
ernment, sir,  depends  for  its  successful  operations 
on  the  afiectitms  of  the  peoi^e.  They  can  never 
hare  affection  for  a  Government  which  tbey  can- 
not respect.  And  what  respect  can  be  fdt  for  a 
Qorenunent  which,  professing  to  do  an  act  of 
graecj  founds  that  act  on  a  cold  calculation  of  a 
letom  of  profit  ?  Charity  b  certainly  one  of 
l^e  most  amiable  of  virtues ;  yet,  what  would  be 
thought  of  that  charity  which  should  be  bestowed 
00  an  arithmetical  estimate  of  usurious  interest? 
Considerations  of  this  sort,  Mr.  Presidmt,  are,  in 
my  opinion,  unworthy  of  the  grave  and  enlight- 
ened deliberations  of  this  Senate.  I  will  not  urge 
them.  I  cannot  rely  on  them.  No,  sir,  any  meas- 
ure of  relief  which  mar  be  afforded  by  the  Nation- 
al L^islature,  should  near  the  fwnmu  t^rap  of  an 
act  ofgrace  to  the  individuals  interested ;  it  should 
also  be  a  measure  of  wise  and  just  policy  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Union.  I  am  no  advocate,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, for  the  romantic  and  ostentatious  display  of 
ffmaosity  on  the  part  of  this  Oorenunent ;  and 
Siis  case  would  not  receive  the  support  of  my  poor 
abilities,  did  I  not  believe  that  relief  is  necessary  to 
prevent  real,  extensive,  oninent,  and,  in  my  opin- 
ion, at  least,  unmerited  sofiering.  The  debt  is  of 
•neb  magnitude,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  it  cannot 
possibly  oe  paid  in  the  present  state  of  affairs. 
Had  the  peo^e  of  the  West  incurred  this  debt  by 
mny  imprudence  peculiar  to  themselves,  tbey  might 
have  had  no  claims  to  your  sympathy.  But  there 
was  DO  peculiar  imprudence  in  this  case.  It  was 
no  malady  confined  to  that  couotrv.   It  was  the 

general  mania  that  raged  UDirersaily  throughout 
le  land ;  and.  even  if  the  fever  was  hotter  there, 
it  was  only  because  the  pabulum  which  fed  it  was 
more  copious  and  tempting. 

That  these  people  hare  erred,  miscalculated,  and 
ptuchased  public  land  greatly  beyond  their  ability  , 
to  pay  for  it,  is  evident  enough  from  the  enormous  ; 
sum  which,  from  the  Message  of  the  President  of  \ 
the  United  States,  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  ; 
wlio  has  iust  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr.  ThouasO  it ; 
anKars  that  they  now  owe  on  that  account.   But, ! 
taiing  into  view  the  frailties  and  imperfections  oi  i 
human  nature,  the  want  of  sufficient  foresight,  j 
which  is  the  common  lot  of  man,  and  the  iltu-  \ 
sions  of  hope,  which  too  easilv  cheat  us  into  the  ' 
belief  of  the  practicability  of  that  which  we  wish 
to  accomplish,  the  case  makes  a  strong  appeal  to  | 
our  compassion.   There  are,  indeed,  also,  some  | 
circumstances  in  this  case,  with  a  part  'of  which 
the  Government  has  been  so  intimately  connected  j 
as  ought  not  only  to  prevent  it  from  regarding  i 
those  people  with  the  sternness  of  stoic  mdiffer-  \ 
ence,  and  leaving  them  to  all  the  unmitigated  con- 
sequences of  the  errors  into  which  they  have  been  , 
betrayed,  but  loudly  appeal  to  the  sympathies, 
clemency,  and  magnanimity,  and  even  the  justice 
of  the  National  Le^slature,  and  demand  the  ut- 
most alleviation  which  it  can  reasonably  grant.  I 
In&toated  as  all  classes  of  oor  fellow-citizeos  ' 


have  been,  by  a  short-lived  prosperity,  which, 
though  depending  wholly  upon  temporary  causes, 
too  many  believM  would  be  permanent,  and  too 
few  supposed  would  end  so  soon,  it  is  hardly  to  be 
supposed  that  our  free  representative  Government 
should  have  been  totally  exempt  from  the  influence 
of  the  general  delusion,  or  that  it  should  not  have 
participated  in  it,  and  even  given  rise  to  a  portion 
of  it. 

In  all  such  Govemmoits  as  ours,  the  people  and 
Government  must  necessarOy,  to  a  certain  extent, 
at  least,  reciprocally  act  upon  and  influence  each 
other ;  and  therefore,  in  intimating  the  opinion 
that  the  Government  itself  did  contribute  to  the 
delusion  which  misled  our  fellow-citizens  into  ex- 
cessive purchase  of  public  lands,  1  do  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  imputing  any  blame  or  censure 
whatever,  but  merely  as  speaking  of  things  as  they 
actually  have  been ;  and  as,  from  the  intimate  con- 
nexion between  the  people  and  Government,  they 
must  necessarily  have  been. 

The  long  convulsions  in  Europe,  which  grew 
out  of  the  French  Revolution,  by  furnishing  us 
with  a  ready  and  most  extraordinary  market  for 
our  produce,  and  by  the  advantages  which  they 
afforded  to  our  navigation  and  commerce,  had  pro- 
duced such  unparalHed  pro^ierity  that  me  whole 
nation  had  become  so  intoxicated  widi  its  ephem- 
eral success  as  to  oTerlook  Uie  causes  from  imence 
its  prosperity  sprung,  and  upon  which  its  continu- 
ance depended. 

The  late  war,  so  far  from  abating  in  the  least 
degree  the  fallacious  calculations  that  were  but  too 
generally  indulged,  produced  a  train  of  events 
which  inspired  -new  and  more  extravagant  hopes 
and  expectations,  the  causes  of  which  I  will  en- 
deavor briefly  to  explain. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  became  so  pressing  that  it  found 
itself  reduced  to  the  expediency  of  borrowing  l^i^^ 
sums  of  money  of  the  local  ranksj  which  it  was 
well  known  they  could  not  lend  without  suspend- 
ing specie  pajrments.  And,  although  the  ralue  of 
bank  notes  in  general  must  depend  upon  thdr 
convertibility  into  qiecie,  ^et,  seeing  that  the  war 
could  not  be  prosecuted  with  effect  without  those 
loans,  public  opinion^  co-opetating  with  the  Grov- 
ernment,  so  fiir  sanctioned  the  consequent  suspen- 
sions of  specie  payments  that  few  men  would 
venture  to  refuse  to  take  the  paper  of  these  banl^ 
lest  tbey  should  be  denounced  as  enemies  to  thar 
country.  The  Government  used  it  to  support  the 
war  and  pay  its  debts.  Public  creditors  were  ob- 
liged to  receive  it,  and,' to  render  it  as  current  as 
possible,  it  was  made  receivable  in  the  land  offices 
— all  of  which  circumstances  combined  to  give  to 
it  the  character  of  a  fair  representative  of  so  much 
real  coin.  And  thus  were  those  banks  tempted 
and  seduced  to  issue  a  most  unexampled  and  un- 
ju.stifiable  profusion  of  paper,  from  wnich  exorbi- 
tant profits  woe  made,  that  generated  a  spirit  of 
banking  which  cmerated  like  a  conta^on^and  pro- 
duced a  va^  multi^ication  of  such  institutions— 
some  of  which  were  fortanate  enough  to  have  their 
g^KT  also  made  recavable  in  payment  for  public 
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These  banks  were  anxious  to  loan  money.  The 
facilities  with  which  it  could  be  obtained  could 
not  &il  to  allure  the  enterprisiog«  citizens  of  this 
free  and  aspirinff  GLepublic  into  almost  every  spe- 
cies of  actire  adTentore  and  bold  speculation,  as 
wdl  as  manr  of  them  into  inconsiderate  extrara- 
ganeei  Ana  hence  there  were  many  borrowers, 
and  finally  an  issae  of  paper  so  greatly  exceeding 
the  whole  amount  of  the  current  coin  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  to  beget  an  infatuation  little  if  any 
thing  short  of  that  which  was  produced  in  France 
and  England  about  a  century  ago  by  the  memora- 
ble Mississippi  and  South-Sea  schemes. 

In  addition  to  this  monstrous  augmentation  of 
our  circulating  medium,  a  large  number  of  claims 
for  land  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  which 
had  been  recc^nised  bj  the  Old  Congress  in  1787, 
had  been  conrerted  mto  certificates,  which,  as 
well  as  the  Mississippi  stock,  were  made  receiva- 
Ue  in  payment  for  public  lands — thereby  increas- 
ing the  meilities  of  paying  for,  and  the  temptation 
to  ouy,  those  lands. 

It  was  during  this  tide  of  visionary  prosperity, 
which  innocent  credolity  fondly  hoped  would 
BCTCT  cM),  that  the  most  of  those  purchases  were 
made;  and  indeed  the  delusion  continued  so  long, 
that  the  hopes  and  expectations  trif  the  most  san- 
guine seemed  to  acqmre.  strong  confirmation  of 
theti  foncied  i^cticability. 

Nor  was  this  infatuation  confined  to  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  land,  nor  to  the  ignorant,  unin- 
formed, and  inconsiderate  part  of  the  community. 
It  aflected  all  classes  of  society,  and  eren  the  Gov- 
ernment itself.  It  gave  to  every  species  of  property 
a  fictitious  value;  produced  an  entire  revolution 
in  the  manners  ana  habits  of  our  fellow-citizens ; 
substituted  in  the  place  of  that  republican  simpli- 
city which  had  heretofore  characterized  us,  all  the 
extravagant  pomp  and  pageantry  of  Royalty  itself; 
and  gave  birth  to  a  multitude  of  the  wildest  pro- 
jects and  most  visionary  speeolationB. 

Our  means  were  thouf^t  adeqtiate  to  accom- 
fdish  all  that  the  imagination  could  suggest,  or 
that  art  could  execute,  to  minister  to  the  comforts, 
convenience,  interest,  or  pride,  of  individuals}  or 
to  the  improvement,  embellishment,  and  aggran- 
dizement, of  our  country ;  and  of  all  the  various 
improvements,  adventures,  or  undertakings,  by  in- 
dividuals or  corpcvations,  which  distinguish  those 
times,  nothing  was  attempted  but  upon  the  most 
maznificent  scale. 

The  excessive  importations  of  foreign  goods  that 
were  made  immediately  succeeding  the  peace,  and 
which  have  proved  so  ruinous  to  those  who  were 
concerned  in  them,  had  so  greatly  augmented  the 
public  revenue,  that  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
abolish  all  intonal  taxation.  The  greatest  difi- 
euUy  that  seemed  to  [vesent  itself,  even  to  our 
wisest  politicians,  was  to  devise  ways  and  means 
of  disposing  of  the  vast  sums  whicn  it  was  sup- 
posed would  overflow  die  national  co&rs.  And 
heoce,  unong  other  tbiujgs,  was  that  rage  for  in- 
tonal  improvements  which,  agitating  toe  nation 
from  North  to  South  and  from  East  to  West,  put 
in  reqoisilian  the  highest  order  of  talents,  and  pro- 
dneed  the  most  powerful  ailments  and  splen- 


did displays  of  eloquence  which  this  or  any  other 
country  can  boast,  to  demonstrate  that  this  Gov- 
ernment either  had  or  ought  to  have  delwated 
power  to  aeeomiJish  this  great  national  object. 
And  yet  not  one  of  those  keen-sighted  politicians 
and  distinguished  orators  could  have  imagined  that 
at  this  early  day  we  shoidd  not  only  be  without  a 
single  cent  to  appropriate  to  such  purposes;  hut 
that  the  state  of  our  Treasury  should  be  relied 
upon  as  afibrding  the  most  powerfiil  argument 
for  overthrowing  valuable  institutions  and  sus- 
pending measures  which  recent  and  melanchtdy 
experience  has  evinced  to  be  necessary  for  our 
future  protection. 

The  miscalculations  and  indiscretions  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  land,  therefore,  are  not  to  be 
wondered  at.  Even  that  able  statesman,  who  now 
so  honorably  to  himself,  and  so  advantageously  to 
his  country,  fills  the  first  station  in  the  Govern- 
ment, after  visiting  the  Western  country,  consid- 
ered the  piuchase  of  public  land  at  the  minimum 
price  so  advantageous  to  the  purchasers,  and  so 
injurious  to  the  public  interest,  th^  he  ielt  it  his 
duty  to  recommend  to  Congress  an  aogmentation 
of  the  price.  In  consequence  of  which  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  puUic  land  was  immediately 
purchased,  with  the  firm  belief  that  the  measure 
recommended  by  the  President  would  be  adopted. 
At  length,  however,  those  splendid  and  bewitching 
visions  began  to  disappear.  The  paper  in  circula- 
tion, no  longer  supported  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
Government,  began  to  lose  its  credit,  and  much  of 
it  ceased  to  answer  the  purposes  of  a  circulating 
medium ;  to  supply  the  want  of  which  was  one  (u 
the  most  powerful  arguments  for  the  establishment 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  whose  opera- 
tions soon  annihilated  many  of  the  local  banks, 
and  crtppled  and  prostrated  the  balance,  to  the  in- 
calculable injury  of  those  who  had  been  induced 
to  rely  upon  them,  by  the  credit  and  correncr 
which  the  Govonment  itself  had  given  to  their 
notes.  And  thus,  after  using  those  banks  for  the 
payment  of  its  debts,  and  seducing  our  fdlow- 
citizens  to  rely  upon  them  for  the  payment  of 
theirs,  the  Government  became  instrumental  in 
accelerating  the  overthrow  and  ruin  of  those  insti- 
tutions, to  which  they  had  principally  oiposed 
themselves  by  the  very  loans  woich  tney  had  made 
to  the  Government 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was,  however, 
relied  upon  as  the  great  panacea  that  was  to  re- 
store to  healthful  vigor  our  expiring  prosperity. 
Wise  men  contended,  and  good  ones  sincerely  be- 
lieved^ that  it  would  efiectually  remedy  evils  that 
were  in  themselves  incurable,  and  which  nothing 
but  time,  with  the  utmost  industry,  prudence,  and 
economy,  could  even  alleviate.  But  if  it  has  not 
verified  all  the  predictions  of  its  enemies,  it  has 
certainly  so  far  disamointed  the  hopes,  expecta- 
tions, and  promises  oi^its  most  reasonable  and  in- 
telligent friends;  for,  notwithstanding  all  the 
promised  amelioration  of  our  condition  by  this 
expedient,  it  most  unquestionably  aggravated  the 
distress  and  embarrassments  of  the  whole  West- 
ern country,  at  least  by  prematurely  destroying, 
with  rash  and  inconnoerate  hostility,  the  local 
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enrreDcyj  without  substituting  any  adequate  me- 
dium in  Its  place. 

The  circtuating  medium  of  the  Union  was  soon 
reduced  from  one  hundred  uid  ten  to  forty-^ve 
millions  of  dollars,  of  which  residae  the  Western 
eonntry  neither  did  nor  could  participate,  in  pro- 
portion either  to  its  nnmbers  or  its  wants,  as  most 
be  evident  from  the  immense  sums  which  have 
been  drawn  from  it  on  account  of  public  lands; 
from  the  balance  of  trade,  as  proved  by  the  rate  of 
exchange  having  been  constantly  against  it,  and 
from  the  disproportionate  expenditure  of  public 
money  in  the  Atlantic  States. 

Money,  therefore,  with  us,  became  scarce,  and 
within  the  last  two  years  has  almost  entirely  dis- 
appeared. No  sound  currency  remains.  Every 
species  of  property  has  tost  its  value.  The  pro- 
ducts of  agriculture  have  ceased  to  reward  the 
labor  employed  in  growing  them.  Commerce  lan- 
guishes. Our  manufactures  have  gone  to  decay ; 
and  nothinA  is  now  to  be  seen  but  the  hopeless 
despair  ana  ruin  which  these  portentoos  vicissi- 
tndea  have  oecasiotted.  And  hence  it  is  that  we 
have  heard  so  much  of  the  various  efibrts  of  sev- 
eral of  the  most  respectable  State  L^islatures  to 
relieve  the  embarrassments,  alleviate  the  distress, 
and  avert  the  ruin,  that  threatens  to  overwhelm 
theii  feUow-citizens.  And,  although  we  may  not 
approve  of  all  the  expedients  that  have  been  re- 
sorted to  for  that  purpose,  yet  the  disposition 
which  they  manifest  is  worthy  of  our  imitation, 
and  ought  to  be  most  seriously  r^farded  by  us  as 
proof  that  public  sentiment  demands  of  us  the  ut- 
most relief  which  it  is  in  our  power,  consistenUy 
with  our  duty,  to  extend  to  a  suffering  commu- 
nity. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  E-,  the  records  of  his- 
tory fumi^  no  instances  of  an  infatuation  so  uni- 
Tenal,  with  consequences  so  much  to  be  deplored, 
as  that  which  has  pervaded  our  own  cotmtry,  un- 
less they  are  to  be  found  in  the  famous  Mississijmi 
and  South  Sea  schemes,  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded,  and  which  were  not  more  diaastrons  to 
-the  {Kople  of  France  and  Bngland  than  would  be 
the  situation  of  the  debtors  for  public  land,  if,  with 
all  their  other  engagements  to  pay  money,  the 
Government  ^onld  continue  to  hold  them  bound 
to  pay  the  prodigious  sum  of  near  twenty-three 
millions  of  dollars,  which  they  now  owe,  or  lose 
all  the  instalments  that  they  have  already  paid. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  those  cases  are  not  precisely 
analogous  to  our  owo,  but  they  are  not  without 
some  traits  of  similitude,  for  the  agency  and  influ- 
ence of  Government  is  visible  in  all  of  them ;  and 
the  evils  produced  in  each  case  primarily  resulted 
from  the  countenance  afforded  by  Government  to 
incorporated  companies,  by  using  them  for  the 
payment  public  debts,  and  giving  to  them  a 
credit  which  they  never  otherwise  could  have 
acquired.  And,  although  our  Government  was 
not,  like  those  of  France  and  England,  directly 
interested  in  and  connected  with  those  moneyed 
corporations  by  whose  aid  it  paid  its  debts,  yet 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that,  to  the  loans  which  it 
made  from  them,  to  the  countenaDce  it  affcmied 
to  their  suspension  of  specie  payment^  and  to  the 


credit  and  currency  which  it  gave  to  their  notes, 
under  such  circumstances,  are  justly  to  be  attrib- 
uted that  undue  multiplication  of  banks,  and  that 
snpeiBbnsdant  issue  of  paper  which  luve  caused 
the  disttess  Aat  afflicts  and  the  ruin  that  threatou 
our  suffering  feUow-citizens. 

Mr'.  E.  duatcd  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  those  banks,  and  declared  that 
he  did  verily  believe  that,  but  for  the  loans  which 
it  had  made  from  them,  and  its  consequent  con- 
duct, we  should  have  escaped  the  fatal  conse^ 
quences  which  we  all  now  so  sincerely  deplore, 
and  which,  though  they  were  doubtless  not  de- 
signed, might  have  been  foreseen,  because  they  are 
the  natural  consequences  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Government,  for  which  it  could  have  no  apolo^ 
except  that  which  is  to  be  found  in  its  necessittes 
at  that  particular  period. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  E.,  France  and  Eng<- 
land  did  not  hesitate,  in  the  cases  referred  to,  to 
extend  to  thdr  subjectB  the  most  prompt  and  efiee- 
tual  relief  that  was  practieaUe.  Have  you  leas 
sympathy  for  the  snflerau;8  of  your  free  and  jMtri- 
otic  feUow-citizens?  Will  you  hesitate  to  i^ieve 
them  when  the  most  that  is  asked  of  you  is  to  for- 
bear to  take  advantage  of  the  indiscretions  into 
which  they  have  been  decoyed  ?  To  relinquish  a 
mere  speculation,  which  a  liberal-minded  indi- 
vidual would  not  hesitate  to  cancel  under  similar 
circumstances  ? 

Mr.  President,  were  the  debtors  for  public  lands 
entirely  free  from  alt  other  embarrassments,  it  is 
evident  that  so  small  a  portion  of  the  community 
must  be  utterlv  unable,  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  to  pay  the  enormous  sum  which  they  now 
owe  tne  Government ;  a  sum  that  exceeds  one- 
half  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium of  the  United  States,  and  is  coostanUy  in- 
creasing by  the  accumulation  of  interest.  But, 
sir,  the  same  causes  that  have  embarrassed  others 
have  most  certainly  equally  operated  upon  them ; 
and  there  is  no  part  of  your  population,  who,  in 
proportion  to  their  means  of  payment  have  prob- 
ably contracted  a  greater  mass  of  otoer  engage- 
ment— none  whose  situation  required  a  greater 
expenditure  of  money,  as  must  be  obvious  to  all 
those  who  will  reflect  upon  the  cost  of  moving  to 
and  making  improvements  in  a  new  country ;  the 
length  of  time  that  is  neces^ry  to  render  farou 
productive,  and  the  necessity,  in  the  mean  time,<^ 
purchasing  every  article  ot  husbandry,  clothin^f 
and  subsistence,  with  cash. 

Besides  a  great  variety  of  other  debtit,  which 
the  temporary  success  of  themselves,  or  others,  in 
land  speculations,  seduced  many  of  those  persons 
to  contract,  in  the  vain  hope  of  discharging  them 
with  the  profits  which  they  expected  to  realize 
from  the  land  purchasers,  a  vast  proportion  of 
them  are  doi^ess  still  indebted  to  banks  or  indi- 
viduals for  the  very  money  with  which  they  paid 
the  first  instaJments  upon  those  lands,  whils^  in 
addition  to  aU  the  other  causes  which  have  con- 
tributed to  produce  their  inability  to  fulfil  their 
engagements,  you  have  d^eciated  their  lands, 
and  destroyed  all  hopes  of  resource  from  the  sale 
of  than,  by  reducing  the  price  of  the  residue  of 
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that  part  of  your  own  which  you  have  purchased 
of  the  Indians,  amouating  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two  niillions  of  acres,  to  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  an  acre ;  and  immediately  bring- 
ing into  competition  with  them  upwards  of  fifty- 
four  minions  of  acres,  that  are  now  actually  sur- 
Teyed  and  in  the  market ;  which  are  events  that 
could  not  have  been  foreseen,  and  certainly  were 
not  anticipated  by  those  debtors. 

As.  then,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  them  to 
complete  their  payments  for  the  lands  which  they 
have  purchased,  it  follows  that,  without  the  reli^ 
which  Congress  alone  can  afford  them,  they  must 
Anfeit  all  that  they  have  already  paid  on  that  ac- 
count, which,  if  no  one  of  them  has  paid  more 
than  one  instalment,  cannot  be  less  than  between 
seven  and  eight  millions  of  dollars ;  for,  as  has 
been  correctly  stated  by  mj  colleague,  the  law 
required  payments  for  public  lands  to  be  divided 
into  four  equal  instalments,  one  of  which  must 
have  been  paid  down  at  the  time  of  making  each 
respective  purchase,  and,  therefore,  it  is  impossible 
that  those  debtors  can  owe  the  amount  reported 
lo  be  du^  without  having  paid  the  sum  wl 
IwTe  stated.  80,  if  they  nave  raid  two  instal- 
ments, the  amount  lialde  to  forfeiture  is  precisely 
equal  to  that  which  is  due.  And,  as  many  of 
them  have  paid  two  or  more  instalments,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  amount  greatly  exceeds 
the  minimum  which  I  have  moitioned. 

But,  were  the  sum  to  be  forfeited,  only  eight 
millions  of  dollars,  which,  if  every  one  who  is 
able,  should  complete  bis  payments,  is,  I  am  sure, 
the  very  least  that  it  could  possibly  be,  it  surely 
cannot  be  difficult  to  conceive  of  the  individual 
distress  that  would  be  produced,  and  the  danger- 
ous foments  and  commotions  that  might  be  exci- 
ted by  such  a  prodigious  sacrifice  as  the  total  for- 
feiture of  that  amount,  being  nearly  equal  to  one- 
fifth  of  our  whole  circulating  medium. 

Thi^  however,  sir,  is  an  aspect  of  the  case  upon 
which  I  forbear  all  iurtiier  remark,  lest  I  should 
seem  to  expect  fnmi  your  fears  that  which  I  am 
very  certain  would  be  much  more  readily  yielded 
to  the  superior  claims  upon  your  humamtjr  and 
justice.  And,  indeed,  air,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that,  whatever  may  be  your  ultimate  deci- 
non  upon  the  case  now  under  consideration,  it 
wUl  be  as  likdy  to  be  acquiesced  in,  and  submit- 
tad  to,  in  the  West,  as  it  would  be,  under  similar 
circumitanceB,  in  anv  other  part  of  the  United 
States ;  for  die  people  of  the  Western  country, 
not  less  patriotic  than  brave,  are  second  to  none 
in  the  most  devoted  attachment  to  the  Union; 
whose  advantage  to  themselves  they  duty  appre- 
ciate, well  knowing,  among  other  things,  that, 
with  bat  one  single  outlet  for  the  products  of  their 
country,  of  such  vast  extent  and  tmrivalled  fer- 
tility, thiey  must  look  to  the  Atlantic  States  for 
tkat  navu  protection  which,  from  the  pecuUarity 
of  their  own  atuation,  they  are  unable  to  create 
for  thenudres.  They  alsoiieUeve  that  their  At- 
lantic brediren,  who  must  become  the  carriers  of 
their  produce,  caimotfail  to  see  in  thdr  prosperity 
tbie  best  means  of  increasing  their  own,  by  the 
additional  encooiagemeiit  which  it  would  afibcd 
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to  their  navigation  and  commerce — objects  of 
great  national  importance,  which  the  Western 
peoi^e  have  not  been  backward  in  assisting  to 
cherish  and  to  protect. 

They  hare,  moreover,  seen,  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, in  some  recent  measur^  a  pledge  of  those 
liberal  feelings  towards  them,  which  has  allayed 
all  former  fears,  and  forbids  the  belief  that  any 
motive  of  hostility  or  jealousy  could,  in  the  Uast 
degree,  influence  your  decision  on  the  present  oc- 
casion ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  there  is  no  gen- 
tleman of  this  honorable  Senate  who,  under  any 
circumstances,  could  find  so  much  cruelty  in  bis 
heart  as  to  be  willing  to  take  from  those  pec^e 
even  eight  millions  of  dollars,  and  at  the  same 
time  keep  all  the  lands  for  which  those  dollars 
were  given,  together  with  all  the  improvements 
that  have  been  made  upon  the  lands.  No,  sir ; 
humanity,  justice,  and  sound  policy,  equally  for- 
bid it. 

The  only  real  difficulty,  therefore,  that  presents 
itself  is,  to  decide  upon  the  relief  which  it  is  ex- 
pedient and  proper  to  grant.  In  considering  which, 
the  obvious  puicy  of  making  it  so  libml  as  to 
prevent  all  hopes  of  advantaee  from  future  appU- 
cations  to  Congress  upon  the  subject,  ought  not 
to  be  overlooked;  for  experience  proves,  that  where 
relief  in  such  cases  is  frequently  granted,  wiiich 
must  always  be  likely  to  happen  when  it  has  been 
inadequate  in  the  first  instance,  it  never  foils  to 
b^et  an  habittial  dependence  upon  it,  which  pre- 
vents the  necessary  exertions  to  make  payment, 
and  often  creates  a  state  of  things  that  renders  it 
difficult  to  refuse,  and  sometimes  necessary  to 
grant,  further  indulgence  than  would  have  been 
necessary  had  sufficient  uberality  been  dispensed 
in  the  first  instance. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  first  great  object  should  be  to  dimiaish 
the  debt,  which  can  be  accomplished  justly  in 
two  ways — 

1st.  By  permitting  purchaseta  who  are  uaaUe 
to  pay  for  the  whole  of  their  lands,  to  rdinquish  a 
part  of  them,  upon  equitable  terms. 

2d.  By  ofiering  just  and  proper  inducements  to 
make  prompt  payment. 

It  is  the  object  of  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion, to  accomplish  the  first  of  these  measures,  by 
permitting  the  holders  of  a  plurality  of  half-quar- 
tes  sections  <^  land,  upon  woich  the  whole  iustal- 
meuta  have  not  been  paid,  to  relinquish  as  many 
entire  half-quarter  sections  as  they  please,  with  the 
privilege  of  having  the  money  paid  thereon  ap- 
plied to  their  credit,  upon  such  as  they  may  retain. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remind  the  Senate^ 
that,  as  ike  public  lands  were  required  by  law  to 
be  sold  in  tracts  not  exceeding  a  quarter  aectionia 
any  case,  and  a  half-quarter  section  in  some  case^ 
the  sale  of  each  quarter  or  half-qtiarter  sectica,  as 
the  case  may  have  beoi,  is  to  be  c(»ksidcred  as  a 
distinct  contract,  and  therefore  die  practical  effiicts 
of  the  indulgence  asked  for  would  be  but  little,  if 
any  thing,  more  than  to  enable  those  unfortunate 
and  distressed  puUic  debtors  to  get  rid  of  so  many 
separate  and  distinct  contracts  with  ihe  Qovem- 
ment  as  they  are  unaUe  to  cnnply  wUh^  and  ad:* 

Digitized  by  Google 


Rdief  to  Land  Pvrchasers. 


171 


mSTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


172 


Senate. 


mits  of  no  arbitrary  selections,  contrftrjr  to  the 
suMiTisions  which  Congress  itself  has  created. 

And,  besides  the  inutifitv  and  folly  of  requiring 
men  to  perform  impossibdities,  the  Government, 
in  ^nting  this  indu^ence,  will  still  be  in  as  good 
a  situation  as  if  those  improrideot  contracts  had 
never  been  made ;  for,  if  it  does  not  get  themoney 
most  imprudently  contracted  to  be  paid  for  its 
land,  it  gets  back  the  land  itself,  without  any  de- 
terioration, while  the  purchasers  cannot  a 
single  acre  for  which  they  wilt  not  have  paid  the 
ChtTcmment  a  full  equivalent ;  and  thus  the  evils 
whidi  have  their  origin  in  an  excess  of  those  con- 
tracts will  be  most  naturally  corrected  by  dimin- 
ishing their  number,  upon  such  terms  as  will  leave 
both  parties  in  as  good  a  situation  as  they  would 
have  t>een  in  if  such  excess  had  never  existed. 

This  measure  is  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  any 
plan  of  indul^nce,  whose  object  is  a  mere  exten- 
sion of  the  times  of  payment;  for,  embarrassed 
as  those  debtors  now  are,  in  common  with  the  rest 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  by  other  engagements, 
and  deprived  of  all  resource  in  the  sale  of  their 
lands,  by  the  conduct  of  the  Government  in  redu- 
cing the  price  of  its  own ;  the  entire  change  in 
our  commercial  relations,  and  the  permanent  loss 
of  foreign  markets  for  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  great 
staples  of  our  country,  leave  no  groand  to  nope 
that  th^  will  be  able  at  any  future  time,  what- 
ever  indulgence  may  be  granted  to  them,  to  pay 
the  amount  which  they  now  owe  the  Qovemment. 

But,  even  if  they  should  be  able  to  pay,  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  will  do  so,  since 
Congress  has  made  it  the  interest  of  a  great  ma- 
jority of  them  to  forfeit  all  that  they  have  already 
^id,  rather  than  to  pay  tfae  balance  that  is  due. 
This  is  partictilarly  the  case  with  all  those  who 
have  paid  one  instalment  only;  for,  supposing 
them  to  have  purchased  at  the  minimum  price, 
they  still  have  to  pay  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  an 
acre,  with  interest,  while  they  can  purchase  as 
eood  or  better  lana  of  the  Government,  at  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  without  in- 
terest }  at  which  price  they  will  be  able  to  repur- 
chase the  very  lands  that  may  be  forfeited  when 
they  shall  be  again  offered  foi  sale. 

Therefore,  teking  it  for  granted  that  tiie  Gov- 
ernment would  not  wish,  under  the  circumstances 
that  have  been  mentioned,  like  a  ruthless,  heart- 
less sharper,  to  takeadvantageof  forfeitures  which 
its  own  conduct  had  rendered  it  the  interest  of  a 
]Arge  and  merttoriotis  class  of  citizens  to  subject 
themselves  to,  and  seeing  that  these  contracts 
neither  can  nor  will  be  complied  with,  there  seems 
to  be  no  reasonable  motive  to  refuse,  and  the 
strongest  inducements  to  grant,  to  those  debtors 
the  privilege  of  relinquishing  a  part  of  their  lands, 
upon  the  terms  proposed,  wEereov  the  debt  would 
be  diminished.  The  lands  would  immediately  re- 
vert to  the  Government,  and  could  be  dispos^  of 
for  its  benefit,  to  persons  who  would  improve 
them.  The  debtors  would  be  relieved  from  a  debt 
which,  pressing  upon  them  like  an  incubus,  para- 
lyzes all  their  energies^  and  destroys  their  enter- 
prise ;  and  the  prosperity  of  the  States  in  wiiich 
tiiey  reside  wonid  be  greatly  promoted— for  it  can- 
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not  be  di^;nised,  that  almost  all  the  citizens  in 
some  of  those  States  have  purchased  more  land 
than  they  can  pay  for;  and,  while  the  fear  of 
losing  their  lands  prevents  many  from  improving 
them,  the  desire  of  others  to  save  as  much  of  the 
mone]r  which  they  have  already  advanced  as  pos- 
sible, induces  them  to  lay  up  every  cent  that  tney 
can  command  for  that  purpose,  and  prevents  other 
improvemenis  that  woola  greatly  enhance  the 
value  of  the  public  lands,  and  are  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  those  States. 

Sttong  as  these  considerations  recommend  and 
enjoin  the  adoption  of  the  measure  now  under  con- 
sideration as  one  of  necessary  and  just  rdid"  to 
those  debtors,  and  of  wise  and  correct  policy  in 
relation  to  the  Union,  there  is  an  additional  view 
of  the  subject  which  exhibits  claims  to  relief  which 
no  court  of  chancery,  were  it  a  case  between  indi> 
viduals,  could  refuse  to  decree  and  enforce.  And 
I  trust  that  the  high  character  for  good  faith  and 
honor  which  this  Grovernment  has  so  deservedly 
acquired  at  home  and  abroad  is  a  sufficient  pledge 
that  it  would  not  in  any  case  disregard  those 
principles  of  moral  justice  which,  under  precisely 
similar  circumstances,  would  be  obligatory  upon 
individuals. 

In  order  to  understand  correctly  the  mutual  ob- 
ligations between  die  Government  and  those  par- 
chasers,  in  relation  to  those  contracts,  reference 
must  be  had  to  the  law  undn  which  they  were 
made. '  It  may  safely  be  premised  that  all  the 
terms  offaed,and  induc«nents  held  out  to  the  pur- 
chasers by  the  law,  when  acceded  to  by  them,  be- 
came, upon  every  fair  principle  of  legal  construc- 
tion, as  well  as  of  moral  justice,  obligatory  upon 
tfae  Government,  and  consequently  that  the  latter 
could  not,  without  a  palpable  violation  of  such 
obligations,  deprive  those  purchasers  of  any  advan- 
tages whica  ue  positive  declarations  of  the  law 
at  tfae  time  of  contracting  promised  tfaem,  and 
wfaicfa  may  fairly  be  considered  as  having  consti- 
tuted a  part  (ana  no  inconsiderable  either)  of  the 
inducements  to  enter  into  those  contracts. 

By  the  law  it  was  explicitly  declared  that  no 

Subuc  land  should  be  sold  for  a  less  price  than  two 
ollars  per  acre.  The  payments  were  divided 
into  four  eqoal  instalments— one  of  which  was  to 
be  paid  down  at  the  time  of  making  tfae  purchase. 
On  completing  his  payments,  any  purchaser  was 
entitled  to  his  patent ;  out,  if  he  diet  not  choose  to 
pay  within  five  years  from  tfae  date  of  his  pur- 
chase, tfae  land  was  to  be  sold,  and  all  that  it  might 
sell  for  above  what  was  due  upon  it  was  to  be 
returned  to  the  first  purchaser.  Thus  every  one 
in  purchasing  had  the  two  alternatives  presented 
to  him,  eitfaer  to  purchase  with  a  view  to  obtain 
his  patent,  or  to  receive  tfae  profits  upon  fais  money, 
arising  from  the  enhanced  value  of  the  land  withm 
five  years.  Both  alternatives  were  equally  fair 
and  legitimate  objects  of  contract,  because  equally 
authorized  by  it.  The  latter  alternative  was  doubt- 
less presented  by  the  Qovemment  to  promote  sales. 
Its  acceptance  therefore  by  purchawrs  was  a  fair 
and  autnorized  speculation,  consistent  with  the 
views  of  the  GoTemment,  wnose  object  has  always 
been  to  sell  as  much  land  as  possibly  without  any 
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discrimination  with  recard  to  the  objects  of  puT- 
chasers.  ItcaanotthereforeexcaseitselTfromgraDt- 
ing  relief  to  those  persons  by  affecting  to  consider 
them  as  the  less  entitled  to  it  for  being  speculators, 
in  yielding  to  the  Tery  temptations  with  which  it 
seduced  them,  if  indeed  there  were  any  thing  wrong 
in  the  speculation  itself.  There  are  howerer  a  vast 
number  of  persons  who  have  been  induced  to  rely 
wht^ynpon  the  latter  altonatiTe  from  neees8it^,not 
choice.  No  om  who  jmrcluned  with  such  objects, 
pwrtiealarljr  at  the  minimmn  price,  and  made  judi- 
cioQB  selectioiis,  could  have  lost  by  it,  and  many 
would  have  made  a  considerable  profit,  had  not 
the  price  of  public  land  been  reduced,  contrary  to 
thej^igfated  faith  of  the  OoTemment. 

The  adoption  of  this  measure  has  not  only  de- 
preciated the  lands  heretofore  sold,  impaired  the 
ahUity  of  purchasers  to  pay  for  their  lands,  and 
made  it  their  interest  to  surrender  them,  but,  in 
relation  to  ali  tliose  who  relied  upon  the  sale  of 
the  lands  according  to  law  for  the  reimbursement 
of  the  instalments  paid  upon  them,  with  a  reason- 
able profit  upon  their  money,  it  has  most  injuri- 
ously affected  their  condition;  depriTed  them  of 
advantages  connected  with  their  contracts ;  sub- 
jected ihaa  to  great  losses,  that  could  not  have 
been  anticipated  at  the  time  those  contracts  were 
enteredinto;  and  would  most  imqaestionably,  were 
it  B  case  between  iadiTiduals,  render  it  the  duty 
of  a  court  of  equity  to  decree  that  those  contracts 
should  be  set  aside  altogether. 

Let  me  suppose,  sir,  that  the  puUic  lands  bad 
beloDged  to  an  indiridual  who  under  simitar  cir- 
cumstances had  sold  a  part  of  them,  not  barely  with 
an  understanding,  but  with  a  positive,  unequivo- 
cal declaration,  that  he  would  not  reduce  the  price 
of  the  residue.  Can  it  I  ask,  be  doubted,  tlut  if 
he  had  totally  disr^arded  that  declaration,  as  the 
GovemnKnt  has  done,  with  so  much  injury  to  the 
purchasers,  a  court  of  equity  would  hesitate  to 
grant  relief?  These  purchasers  are  ea  eqtto  et  hono 
entitled  to  a  retom  of  their  money,  and  the  Qor- 
emment  onsht,  for  its  own  sake,  be  glad  to  com- 
promise  with  them  upon  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
measore  now  under  conrideration. 

Mr.  S.  farther  omtended  that  this  measure,  by 
enabling  the  Goretnmoit  to  cause  to  be  settled  a 
large  quantity  of  lands  now  held  by  persons  who 
can  never  pay  for  them,  and  therefore  will  not  im- 
]»ove  them,  would  have  a  tendency  to  consolidate 
oar  aettlemeniG,  and  impart  additional  strength  to 
our  inland  frontier ;  and  that  it  would  give  a  spring 
to  industry  ^hich,  by  increasing  our  stock  of  na- 
tional wealth,  would  be  felt  advantageously  by  the 
whole  Union.  But,  said  he,  Mr.  President,  though 
those  public  debtors  may  see  but  little  prospect  of 
ever  paying  for  or  disposing  of  their  lands  to  ad- 
vantage, yet,  if  they  cannot  be  permitted  to  relin- 
quish a  part  of  them  upon  equitable  terms,  the 
hope  of  some  favorable  occurrence — some  auspi- 
cious turn  of  afiuirs,  or  more  propitious  fortune — 
tnll  induce  them  to  retain  the  whole  of  those  lands, 
not  only  as  hmg  as  the  law  now  allows,  but  as 
long  as  the  utmost  indolgaice  of  Congress  (for 
which  yon  will  be  constantly  importuned)  will 
penmc 
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So  that  you  will  ultimatdy  have  to  compromise 
upon  terms  not  better  than  those  proposed,  or  to 
resort  to  the  odious  alternative  of  enforcing  for- 
feitures, and  taking  from  those  people  an  immense 
sum  of  money,  witnout  rendering  mem  the  slight- 
est equivalent  for  it.  This^  sir,  would  indeed  be 
so  much  like  a  parent  robbing  hia  own  children, 
and  so  repugnant  to  the  best  feelings  of  the  human 
heart,  as  well  as  to  all  the  maxims  of  justice,  that 
it  w(Hdd  be  very  difficult  to  persevere  in  it  against 
the  constant  petitions  of  those  people,  lacked  and 
supported  as  they  now  are,  and  hereafta*  will  b^ 
by  their  respective  State^  whose  influ^ce.  if  it 
should  bear  any  proportion  to  their  rapidly  in- 
creasing population,  will  not  be  alt<^ther  una- 
vailing, in  a  just  cause,  some  ten  years  hence. 

Mr.  President,  depend  upon  it,  sir,  public  senti- 
ment never  will,  under  the  whole  circumstances 
of  the  case,  sanction  the  exaction  of  such  forfeit- 
ures from  the  brave  and  patriotic  defenders  of  our 
frontiers,  when  the  necessity  for  them  can  be 
avoided  without  any  real  sacnfice,  and  upon  such 
just  and  equitable  terms.  And,  though  the  time 
may  not  yet  have  arrived,  I  am  persuaded  it  is 
not  distant  when  relief  will  be  granted  to  those 
upon  whom  forfeitures  have  alreat^  been  enforced. 
I  confess  that,  for  one,  I  am  prepared  to  grant  it 
at  any  time,  believing,  as  I  sineoely  do,  thai* 
while  liberality  and  iiutice  recommend  it,  ^ood 
policy  does  not  forbid  it,  because  it  is  as  intnnsi- 
callj  wrong  in  a  Gtovemment  as  it  would  be  in  ait 
individual  unnecessarily  to  take,  or  to  keep,  some- 
thinjgf  for  nothing.  The  sum  forfeited  is  a  serious 
puniahment  for  so  slight  an  indiscretion.  The 
object  of  punishment  itself  is  not  vindictive.  The 
necessity  of  example  has  ceased,  since  the  law 
upon  which  it  was  intended  to  operate  has  been 
repealed  ;  and  the  aggr^ate  amount  of  those  for- 
feitures is  a  serious  Toss  to  the  Western  country 
itself,  which  contributes  so  largely  to  the  public 
revenue,  and  participates  so  litue  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money.  I  therefore  would  not  hesi- 
tate, particularly  in  times  of  such  universal  dis- 
tress, which  the  Government  has  unquestionably 
contributed  to  produce,  to  grant  to  these  pRsons 
certificates  receivaUe  in  payment  tor  puUie  land, 
to  the  amount  which  thejr  nave  respectivdy  for- 
feited ;  whereby  they  would  get  only  the  value  of 
their  money,  while  the  Government  would  not 

Enrt  with  an  acre  of  land  for  which  it  would  not 
ave  received  a  full  equivalent.  But,  be  this  as 
it  may,  the  solicitude  which  the  Western  States 
now  feel,  and  are  most  strongly  maQifesting  upon 
this  subject,  as  appears  by  the  petitions  now  upon 
your  table,  sufficiently  indicates  that,  unless  suit- 
able relief  should  be  granted,  you  may  anntialty 
expect  petitions,  memorials,  and  remonstrances, 
against  all  future  forfeitures ;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  nothing  less  than  the  most  judicious 
management  can  prevent  this  enormous  debt  from 
becoming  the  fruitful  source  of  much  future  diffi- 
culty and  trouble,  intenningling  itself  in  all  elec- 
tions, and  producing  political  effects  whieh  no  one 
could  regret  more  than  myself. 

I  thetefbre  trust  that  enough  has  been  said  to 
demonstrate  the  expediaicy'  of  diminishing  the 
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4^  not  onljr  bjr  pamitting  the  rdinquisbment 
of  a  part  of  the  land,  but  ity  offering  just  and 
proper  inducements  to  make  prompt  payment  for 
die  balance. 

This  being  a  measure  of  sound  policy,  as  well 
as  of  justice,  its  objects  will  be  most  effectually 
attained  by  making  those  inducements  as  liberal 
as  the  public  interest  will  permit.  And,  as  the 
success  of  the  measure  must  depend  upon  the 
ability  as  well  as  the  inclination  of  the  debtors, 
they  should  not  only  be  allowed  suitable  deduc- 
tions to  create  the  necessary  incentires  to  make 
prompt  piiymen^  but  reasonable  time  to  render  it 
pncticawe  fpc  them  to  do  so. 

I  eaa  see  no  difficulty  in  deciding  what  deduc- 
tion ought,  in  sheer  justice,  to  be  made;  for,  if 
the  QoTOEnmait,  hy  the  reduction  of  the  price  of 
its  own  lands,  has  imposed  upon  itself  any  equi- 
table obligation  whatever  in  favor  of  those  debt- 
ors, (which  all  admit,)  it  is  to  allow  them  a  de- 
letion eqiul  to  the  difference  between  the  price 
contracted  to  be  paid  to  the  Government  for  those 
lands,  and  the  value  to  which  they  have  been  re- 
duced by  the  Government,  which,  whether  con- 
sidered in  reference  to  the  actual  depreciation  of 
the  land,  or  appreciation  of  money,  cannot  be  less 
than  37*  per  cent. ;  for  the  land  heretofore  sold  at 
two  dollars  an  acre  will  not  now  command  more 
than  the  present  minimum  price,  while  the  latter 
will  purchase  the  same  quantity  of  as  good  land 
aa  00 old  heretofore  hare  been  purchased  at  the 
former  minimum }  and  it  would  seem  to  be  un- 
reasonable, if  not  unjust,  that  the  €h)vernment, 
having  the  power  to  do  so,  should,  by  its  own  act, 
reduce  the  umd  which  it  has  heretofore  sold,  to  a 
certain  value,  and  yet  demand  more  than  that 
faille  of  it. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
of  the  present  times,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  both 
just  and  expedient  to  allow  a  deduction  of  37^  p^ 
cent  to  all  who  shall  pay  up  on  or  before  the  31st 
December  next,  without  mtereat,  and  with  interest 
to  those  who  snail  pay  up  at  any  time  between 
tfa«t  day  and  the  30th  September,  1823 ;  at  which 
latter  period,  the  indulgence  for  such  as  may  be 
unaUe  to  avail  themselves  of  those  proffered  in- 
ducements should  commence.  By  uese  means, 
eyery  cent  that  could  be  conunanded  for  that  pur- 
pose woidd  he  paid  into  your  Treasury,  and  this 
awful  subject  would  be  finally  put  to  rest. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  the  success  of  the 
two  first  measures  proposed  will  be.  in  the  least 
j/BffC9»t  affected  by  tne  mdulgence  woich  is  asked 
&r  those  whose  peculiar  situation  will  prevent 
them  from  relinquishing  their  lands,  and  who  may 
not  be  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  proffered 
inducements  to  make  prompt  payments. 

You  have,  in  the  personal  interest  of  the  debtors 
ior  public  land,  the  most  effici«it  guarantee  against 
any  such  consequences,  unless  you  can  suppose 
that  that  eneq^etic  spring  of  human  action  has 
much  less  influence  upon  them  than  upon  all  the 
rest  of  mankind. 

It  has  been  correctly  assumed  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  r^ort, 
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that  the  extent  of  the  national  domain  will,  for 
ages,  enable  the  Government  to  determine  the 
price  of  unimproved  land,  similarlv  situated.  The 
effects  produced  by  the  practical  oemonstration  of 
such  a  power,  in  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  pub- 
lic land,  and  the  quantity  brought  into  market,  as 
has  been  stated  by  my  colleague,  and  as  I  have 
already  endeavored  to  show,  would  of  themselves 
be  sufficient  to  induce  a  great  majority  of  those 
debtors  to  surrender  their  lands,  even  though  no 
relief  whatever  should  be  affordra  them. 

There  can  be  no  rational  motive  to  induce  them, 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  wish  to  keep  un- 
improved lands,  for  which  they  could  not  make 
prompt  payment  upon  the  tcniu  proposed*  It 
would  be  madness  itsdf  to  retain  than  Ua  the 
purposes  of  speculatitw,  since  such  an  immense 
quantity  of  as  good  or  better  land  can  be  purc^- 
sed  at  a  lower  price ;  and  therefore  it  may  be  fairly 
presumed  that  none  would  wish  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  latter  measure  of  relief,  except  such 
as  have  made  improvements  upon  their  lands,  and 
may  be  unable,  from  the  pressure  of  the  present 
times,  to  make  prompt  payment.  These  being  the 
actual  cultivators  of  the  soil,  the  most  needy,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  most  meritorious  and  deserv- 
ing of  relief,  will  not  relinquish  their  lantb,  though 
they  may  not  be  able  to  pay  for  them  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  law— hut  they  wilt  rely  upon 
your  luture  mercy.  The  Longer  time  you  allow 
for  the  operation  of  the  proposed  inducements  to 
make  prompt  payments,  tne  more  of  them  will  be 
made,  and  the  fewer  of  these  cases  will  remain. 
Some^  however,  will  necessarily  still  exist,  and 
theretore  such  cases  ought  to  be  provided  for  at 
this  time,  so  as  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  our 
having  to  legislate  again  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  B.,  were  any  reasooiog 
wanting  to  prove  that  no  system  of  coercion  ought 
to  be  resorted  to  in  less  than  two  years,  it  is  to  be 
found  in  the  late  annual  Treasury  Report;  for  if,  as 
is  therein  contended,  the  condition  of  the  cunency 
in  several  of  the  States  in  the  Union ;  the  exdu- 
sion  from  circulation  in  all  the  States  west  and 
south  of  the  seat  of  Government,  of  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches  ; 
and  there  being  no  sound  paper  in  circulation  in 
several  of  those  States,  prove  "  that  a  resort  to 
internal  taiatmn,  under  such  circunutances,  would 
he  to  require  of  the  citizou  of  those  States  whut 
would  be  impossible  Car  them  to  perfbna,."  wtd 
did  last  year,  and  do  this  year,  justify  a  reiH)ft  to 
loans  to  support  the  Govonment  in  a  xitsa  of  pro- 
found  peace.  If,  I  say,  these  cinnmHtaoce?  are 
sufficient  to  prove  the  mability  of  the  whole  peo- 

file  of  the  United  States  to  pay  the  amount  of  the 
oaa  of  the  last  year,  or  the  amount  of  the  reputed 
balance  against  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of 
the  present  year^  a  fortioHj  they  prove  that  the 
debtors  for  public  land,  being  a  part  only  of  the 
population  of  a  few  of  the  very  States  in  which 
those  causes  of  embarrassment  nave  operated,  aind 
continue  to  operate,  most  powerfully,  must  be 
utterly  unable  to  pay  the  estimated  sum  that  is 
proposed  to  be  drawn  from  them,  which  is  bat 
little  short  of  the  amount  of  the  loan  of  the  hurt 
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year,  or  the  reported  deficit  in  the  rerenue  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  jrear. 

Mr.  Frendeot,  said  Mr.  E.,  the  population  of 
the  United  States,  I  presume,  may  be  safeljr  esti- 
mated at  ten  millions ;  if  so,  the  loan  of  last  year 
would  be  at  the  rate  of  thirty  cents  for  each  one 
of  our  whole  popnlatioik;  the  amount  of  the  bal- 
ance against  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  year  would  require  still  less ;  but 
eren  supposing  the  loan  to  be  seven  milliona  of 
dollars,  as  proposed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Treasuiy,  (and  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  not 
want  half  tbat  amount,)  it  would  only  be  at  the 
rate  of  seventy  cents  each.  And  can  it  be  conce- 
ded to  be  "  impossible"  for  the  whole  population 
of  the  Union,  ot  even  that  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  States  in  general,  to  pay  at  the  rate  of 
seventy  cents  each,  and,  at  the  same  time^  be  sup- 
posed that  a  part  of  the  population  of  Ohio,  IntU- 
ana,  IIUiums,  Alabama,  Mississimu,  aad  two  land 
districts  in  Hissoori,  with  the  lew  purchasers  of 
piiUie  land  which  the  present  year  may  foroduce, 
will  be  able  to  pay  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
htfs,  which  is  the  sum  estimated  to  be  received 
from  them? 

Thaemost,  indeed,  sir,  be  a  fallacy  in  supposing 
that  the  whole  people  of  the  Union  are  unable  to 
do  so  little,  or  mat  so  considerable  a  part  of  our 
whole  population  will  be  able  to  do  so  much :  and 
I  hope  you  will  not  adopt  the  latter  opinion  in  the 
present  case,  and  the  former  one  when  we  come 
to  act  upon  the  proposition  for  a  loan,  whatever 
may  be  the  amount  required ;  for  I  deem  it  all- 
important  that  we  should  not  mistake  in  our  esti- 
mate of  what  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  debtors  of 
paUic  land  to  perform. 

The  debt  of  Alabama,  dirided  among  her  white 
pq^ation,  would  not  be  less  than  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  each,  which,  divided  into  ten 
annual  iutttlments,  would  be  twelve  dollars  per 
annum  to  be  paid  by  each.  Deduct  one^alf  the 
deV,  it  would  reduce  the  proportion,  as  before 
stated,  to  six  dollars;  but  strike  off*  tbree-fourths  of 
the  debt,  (and,  I  presume,  a  greater  reduction 
could  not  be  safely  calculated  on,)  it  would  still 
leave  to  be  paid,  for  ten  years  in  succession,  at  the 
rate  of  three  dollars  per  annum  for  each  one  of 
hei  whole  white  population.  And  can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  Alabama,  which  has  no  sound  paper 
^eolation  at  all,  is  capable  of  doing  more,  and 
yet  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  whole  population 
of  the  TJnioa  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  seventy  cents 
even  for  one  year  onlyl  Bat  I  will  not  pursue 
the  aalneet  farther. 

I  bmoj  indeed,  nr,  intended  to  have  availed  my- 
lelf  much  more  at  huge  of  the  reasoning  and  state- 
ments contained  in  me  Treasory  report;  but  the 
&tigae  which  I  myself  feel,  admonishes  me  not  to 
tro^an  looger  upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate, 
whieh  1  fear  is  akeady  exhauaited.  Therefore, 
iwHitt  that  every  membn  of  this  honorable  body 
fern  the  imponaiice  of  putting  this  momentous 
mtgect  to  reit,  I  will  couclude  oy  barely  remark- 
mg  that  this  tridy  desiraUe  olgect  can  only  be 
aeoompiished  by  daly  conudetiitt  what  those  debt- 
ocs  fiw  public  lud  are  c^ble  <h  perfimmog,  with 
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reasonable  exotions,  and  requirinff  no  mora  of 
them :  for,  without  this,  they  vrill  be  encouraged 
to  petition  you  again  and  again;  while  you  your- 
selves will  not,  cannot  be  inflexible^  unless  you 
should  feel  the  most  perfect  conviction  that  you 
had  done  all,  or  rather  more  than  ought  to  have 
been  expected  of  you ;  and  if,  for  the  want  of  due 
liberality  on  the  present  occasion,  it  should  become 
necessary  to  grant  further  relief  at  some  future 
session  of  Congress,  God  onlj;  knows  when  the 
business  will  end.  Were  I  to  judge  from  what  I 
hare  witnessed  in  a  similar  case,  I  should  cer- 
tainly suppose,  not  until  a  large  majority  of  this 
House  stutll  have  taken  their  exit  for  another 
world.  Therefore,  as  well  to  discourage  and  pie- 
vent  future  applications  for  relief,  as  to  fortify 
your  own  determination  to  adhere  to  the  measures 
you  are  now  about  to  adopt,  believe  me,  sir,  it  is 
better  to  require  too  little  than  too  much. 

When  tSi.  EnwARns  had  concluded,  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  IS. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  first  of  May  last, 
requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause  to 
be  revised  the  rules,  reflations,  and  instructions, 
for  the  naval  service;  and  the  report  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiaiis. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  die  memori^  of  David 
Mallory,  of  Cfonnecticatj  praying  a  pension  in 
consideration  of  Revolutionary  services;  and  the 
memorial  was  read. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana, 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Cconmittee 
on  Pensions,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Otis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Julia  Plantou,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the 
following  resolution: 

Saolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw her  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read- 
Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Tucker,  made  a  repwt,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Tuckn, 
late  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Statwj 
and  the  report  and  bill  were  read. 

Ordetedf  That  the  bill  [ass  to  a  second  reading. 
The  Soiate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  inatruejtinff  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs  to  inquire  whether  there  are  any  ohstrac- 
tions  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  which  were  [daeed  there  by 
the  American  ships  during  the  late  war,  and  what 
measures  ought  to  be  adopted  to  remove  them  if 
any  thne  are;  and  agreed  th^eto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boun- 
daries, was  read  the  second  time- 
Mr.  EowABDB  gave  notice  that,  on  M«Mb^ 
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next^  he  should  ask  lesTe  to  bring  in  a  bill  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resoked,  Thct  the  Committee  on  the  Pablie  Luidi 
be  instnictcd  to  ioqaire  into  the  expediency  of  kothor^ 
tung  Uw  I  patent  to  iwae  to  Jamee  NicUei,  wor., 
for  ttie  southweit  quarter  of  wction  nine  in  township 
No.  11  north,  range  No.  6  east,  wfaieh  laid  aoathweit 
quarter  has  been  located  hj  the  said  Jamea  Nicklea, 
wnr.,  in  Use  State  of  Indiana,  hj  Tirtne  of  a  warrant 
h-am  the  War  Department,  No.  S46. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentack]^,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motioD  for  cousideratioD : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pennoni  be  in- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  incraaaing 
the  pension  of  WiUia  Tandy. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  foUowing  motion  for 
consideration : 

BtMolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  inquire 
into  the  expedient  ofao  amending  the  aetof  laat  aea- 
aion  "  to  provide  for  the  puUieation  of  the  lawa  of  the 
United  Btatea,  and  for  other  porpoaea,"  that  the  pri- 
vate acta  of  Congreaa  and  Indhui  treatiea  abaU  be  pub- 
lished in  Boaie  one  newspaper  in  the  Dietrict  of  Co- 
lombia. 

ROAD— MUMI  OP  THE  LAKE. 

Mr.  Tbimblg  communicated  ^  ftdlowing  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  AssemUjr  of  the  State  of 
Ohio ;  which  were  read : 

•*  l^e  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  ao  much  of 
the  OoTsmor'i  mesaage  a»  relates  to  the  roads  contem- 
plated by  the  Treaty  of  Brownatown,  have  had  the 
same  under  conaideration,  and  have  collected  all  the 
information  on  that  aabjeet  within  their  reach  ;  and 
find  that,  on  the  S6th  of  January  last^  a  select  com- 
mittee was  appointed  in  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTea 
of  the  Congreaa  of  the  United  Statea,  to  inqnira  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provisions  were 
necewaiy  to  give  effect  to  the  proviaiona  of  the  Treaty 
of  Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Midiigan.  That 
to  that  committee,  the  resolution  on  that  subject,  psaaed 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  at  their  last 
session,  was  referred,  together  with  other  documents 
on  the  same  subject.  That  that  committee,  on  the' 
ISth  day  of  Hay  laat,  made  a  long  and  elaborate  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  reatdution,  which  resolutbn 
the  oMnmittee  have  thought  proper  to  transcribe,  and 
make  a  part  of  this  report,  which  is  aa  MIowa,  viz : 

"XesoAw^  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canala  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  aathorise  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  to  contract  wtUi  any  person 
01  penoos  to  construct  a  permanent  and  suitable  road, 
to  extend  ftam  the  foot  of  the  r^ids  of  the  Miami  of 
the  Lake,  to  the  western  line  of  the  Connecticut  West- 
em  Resflorve,  according  to  the  plan  omtemplated  by 
the  Treaty  of  Brownstown ;  and,  on  such  route  paas- 
ing  through  the  reserve  (to  called)  at  Lower  Sandnaky, 
aa  the  Preaident  direct,  in  eonaideration  of  the 
whole  oi  the  tracts  on  each  side  of  the  contemplated 
road,  which  were  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  Browns- 
town, or  so  much  thereof,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasory,  may  be  adequate  to  the 
olgect  And  in  which  bill  ahall  alao  be  inserted, 
among  other  things,  a  jnovnion  ot  proviaions,  that  the 
person  or  persona  so  contracted  with,  do  complete  the 
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said  road  within  a  reasonaUa  time  in  said  bill  to  be 
limited :  That  sudi  person  or  persons  do  stipulate  to 
keep  said  road  in  good  repair  for  and  dnring  a  number 
of  years,  to  be  in  said  bill  defined ;  and,  alao,  that  the 
person  or  peraons  so  contracted  with,  do  atan  give 
bond,  with  sufficient  suretiea,  for  the  &ithful  perform- 
ance of  his  or  their  contract ;  and*  also,  a  proviaion 
defining  the  time  and  manner  in  whidi  the  title  lo 
said  land  may  be  conveyed. 

"  The  emmtltee,  frus  an  examination  of  the  report 
and  iea(dnUoa  above  alluded  to,  are  of  opiaim,  that 
the  |rian  contemplated  therein  is  the  best,  under  exist- 
ing eircametancea,  that  can  be  devised.  The  commit- 
tee would,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : 

"  Raoived  by  the  General  Aaaembly  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  That  they  do  concur  in  the  afore-mentioned 
report  made,  and  resolution  reported  to  the  Uonness 
of  the  United  States :  And  that  oar  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  tlunr  beat 
endeavora  to  procure  the  passage  of  the  law  contem- 
plated thereby. 

"  ReMoked  further.  That  the  Governor  of  this  State 
be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  requested  to  aend  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Sena^ 
tors  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

••JOSEPH  RICHARDSON, 

"  Speaktr  of  the  House  of  Rep't. 
"  ALI^N  TRIMBLE, 
"  Aieaker  of  ike  Seitate. 

•*  Dacaxnan  36,  ISU).*' 

The  lesolutioiu  wexe  lefemd  to  the  Ckmunittee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  July,  1820;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton, 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  with  instructions  to — 

1st  Make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  applicable  to 
those  purchaaera  of  public  lands  only  who  have  pur- 
chased at  public  aale  since  the  30th  wy  of  DecemMr, 
1816. 

2d.  And  with  instructions  to  extend  the  contem- 
plated relief  to  none  bat  those  who,  on  or  before  the 
30th  day  of  October  last,  had  made  a  settlement  on 
the  lands  by  them  ao  purchased,  defining  and  consid- 
ering the  settlement  of  any  quarter  aection,  a  settle- 
ment of  all  contiguous  and  adjoining  land,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  entire  aeotionB. 

3d.  And  with  inatmetions  to  extend  the  eontem- 

Elated  relief  to  no  section  on  which  any  town  maj 
ave  been  laid  <^  and  the  lots  sold  by  any  individaal 
01  company  of  individnala : 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Otis,  the  further  conuder- 
ation  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  amend  the  act  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted. States,  (proposing  penal  enactments  against 
yiolalions  of  their  trust  hy  officers  of  the  bank  or 
its  branches ;  and  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
two  ofilcers  to  sign  the  notes  of  the  hank,  inntmd 
of  the  president  and  cashier.) 


Soad-Mimi  ^  ike  Laka—Bank  of  ike  United  StaUe. 
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Mr.  Sanfobd  laid  before  the  Senate,  in  a  speech 
of  some  lengthy  the  views  which  opovted  on  the 
Committee  on  Finance  in  recommending  this  bill ; 
the  reasons  in  &Tor  of  its  provisions,  and  those 
which  indaced  the  committee  not  to  recommend 
the  other  two  objects  petitioned  for  by  the  bank. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bf  ad- 
ding thereto  the  following  sections : 

Szc.  3,  Be  ii  fitrther  enaeied.  That  the  bilU  or 
Botes  of  the  office*  of  discoant  and  depoute  of  the  said 
Iwnkt  excepting  those  of  the  office  in  the  District  of 
Colombiat  origiDally  made  payable,  or  which  shall 
have  become  payaUe  on  demand,  ihall  be  receiTabte 
in  all  payments  to  the  United  States,  only  in  the 
States  and  Territories  in  which  they  are  made  pay- 
able, and  in  the  States  and  Tenitories  in  which  no 
oAce  of  diacoont  and  dnwute  shall  be  established ; 
any  thing  in  the  fonrteenth  section  of  the  act  incorpo- 
nting  the  anbeciibers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statee  to  the  contnry  notwithstanding:  Prm^jed, 
TbMt  aU  notes  of  the  deooininatiDn  of  five  ddlars, 
isnied  either  by  the  bank  or  any  of  its  offices  of  dia- 
conot  and  deposite,  made  payable  on  demand,  shall 
be  receivable  at  the  bank  or  any  of  its  offices :  And 
provided,  further,  TEat  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
dueetors  of  the  said  bank  to  establish  more  than  one 
office  of  discoant  and  deposite  in  any  State,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature  thereof  first  had  and 
obtaiBed. 

Sxc.  A.  Beit  further  enaded,  That  so  mneh  of  the 
second  and  fonrteenth  flindamental  article  of  the  con- 
•titntion  of  said  bank,  contained  in  the  elerenth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  incorporating  the  snbscribers  thereto*  as 
provides  that  no  director  of  the  said  bank  or  any  of  its 
office*  of  discoant  and  deposite,  shall  hold  his  office 
mare  than  three  years  ont  of  fbnr  in  sncceadim,  be, 
and  the  same  ia  hereby,  repealed. 

Sac  b.  Beit  fitrtker  enaeted.  That  the  directors  of 
the  said  corporation  shall  canse  a  list  of  the  slockluM- 
eiB  at  the  said  bank,  together  with  their  places  of  resi- 
dence, to  be  krot  in  the  banking  honse,  at  Philadel- 
phia*  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  and  every  stock- 
holder of  eaid  bank,  who  may  apply  for  the  same  with- 
in boars  of  business,  for  at  least  ninety  days  previ- 
oody  to  every  annual  election  of  directors ;  and  no 
person  who  may  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  for 
directors  of  said  bank,  as  attorney,  proxy,  or  agent. 
Sot  any  other  person,  copartnership,  or  body  poUtiC) 

diaBt  as  snch,  give  a  greater  number  than  votes, 

uder  any  pretence  whatsoeTer;  and  no  letter  of 

proxy  shaU  be  of  any  force  or  effect  longer  than  

years,  or  until  it  shall  have  been  reroked. 

Sxc.  Beit  further  enacted.  That,  whenever  the 
said  oorporatioa  assent  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  oeitii^  such  assent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trees- 
nry  DMpartment,  by  writing,  duly  authenticated,  this 
act  shall  be  of  fall  fnee  and  efiliect,  and  not  otherwise. 

Some  debate  ensaing  on  this  proposition,  as 
well  aa  on  the  hill  itsSf,  a  motion  prevailed  to 
postpone  the  bill  to  Wednesday^  that  the  amend- 
mcm  ittight  be  printed ;  and  the  nil  was  postponed 
■ceor^B^y. 

Mr.  BAnnmn,  having  laid  before  the  Senate 
sundry  men  connected  with  the  snbject  of  this 
biU|  whi^  had  been  communicated  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nuance  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sute^  to  enfotoe  the  e^ediency  of  gntnting  the 
objects  pmyed  for  in  their  memorial — 
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Mr.  Otis  moved  that  these  papers  be  printed 

for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  ail  the  papers  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Finance  by  the  bank 
be  minted. 

[This  motion  was  understood,  by  the  debate 
which  ensned  on  it,  to  refer  to  a  particular  paper 
which  had  been  communicated  to  the  committee 
by  the  bank,  with  a  request  that  it  might  be  re- 
ceived confidentially ;  which  inper  is  understood 
to  contain  a  statement  of  frauos  committed  on  the 
bank,  and  the  names  of  diose  persons  or  officers 
who  committed  them.] 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  this 
motion,  and  many  gentlemen  entered  into  it  The 
debate  turned  principally  on  the  propriety  of  ma- 
king public  intormauon  of  this  personal  cnaracter, 
which  had  been  confidentially  communicated  to 
a  committee  of  the  body  to  whom  the  subject  had 
been  referred,  simply  to  show  the  expedTiency  of 
gating  to  the  bank  the  security  of  penal  sanc- 
tions against  violations  of  trust  hy  its  officers,  and 
the  reason  which  existed  for  asking  of  Congress 
this  additional  guard  against  such  treacherous 
s^liations,  some  gentlemen  being  in  favor  of  ma- 
king the  iiiibrmation  public,  as  a  just  punishment 
of  tne  offender^  and  a  warning  to  the  world 
against  them;  and  others  being  opposed  to  dis- 
closing it,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  it 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Senate.  In  the 
coarse  of  the  debate,  it  appeared  that  the  document 
was  not  now  in  possession  of  the  committee,  and 
part  of  the  discussion  referred  to  the  propriety  of 
taking  measures  to  obtain  i^  the  proper  mode  of 
proceeding  with  that  object,  ac.  The  debate  was 
terminated  by  a  motion  by  Mr.  Smith  to  postpone 
the  subject  to  Monday,  with  the  view  of  then  sub- 
mitting a  resolution  on  the  subject;  and  the  sub- 
ject  was  postponed — ayes  21;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoiinAT,  January  15. 

The  PunDBKT  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  statements 
of  the  payments  made  according  to  law  during  the 
year  1820,  for  miscellaneous  claims  of  such  de- 
mands of  a  civil  nature  as  are  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for ;  of  contracts  made  relative  to  oil,  light- 
houses, mioys,  stakeages,  &c. ;  of  contracts  and 
purchases  naade  by  the  collectors  for  the  revenue 
service  during  the  year  1819;  and  of  expenditures 
on  account  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen  daring  the 
year  1819;  and  the  letter  and  statements  were 
read. 

The  Pbesident  also  commonicated  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  ohibiting  the  amount  received  by 
each  clerk  in  several  offices  of  the  Treasury 
Department  for  services  rendered  during  the  year 
1^ ;  and  the  letter  and  statement  were  read. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  presented  ten  petitions, 
severally  signed  by  a  number  of  the  merchants, 
and  citizens,  shipmasters,  and  shipownen,  of  the 
town  of  Btakeley,  and  of  the  merchants  of  the  in- 
terior towns  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
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that  the  town  of  BLakeley  may  be  made  a  port  of 
oitry ;  and  the  petitions  were  read,  and  severally 
leferred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Mamifujtures. 

Mr.  Waleeb,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  petition, 
signed  by  a  number  of  individaals  concerned  di- 
rectly or  mdirectly  in  the  purchase  of  public  lands 
prior  to  the  law  "  making  further  proriaiou  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  oper- 
ates injuriously  on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  applv  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  portions  oi  tneir  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  rerert  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Thomas  presentnl  a  petition,  signed  br  a 
nmnbei  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tillage  of  Cfote 
Sans  Dessein,  in  the  Territorjr  of  Miswuri,  pay- 
ing to  be  confirmed  in  their  title  to  cotain  lands 
in  said  Territory ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Retohtdt  That,  the  better  to  enable  Congresa,  in  con- 
ndering  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  lobecribera  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
State*,"  to  apportion  the  panlshment  to  be  inflicted  upon 
the  Freudenta,  Directois.  Caahien,  and  other  officen  or 
■erranta  of  Um  Bank  of  Uia  United  States,  and  its  aer- 
eral  offices,  or  branch  banks,  the  President  of  the  Bank 
be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Senate,  if  any  such  exist, 
a  statement  of  any  and  all  ftandnlent  conTeruons  by 
the  said  Presidents,  Directors,  Cashiers,  ofBcers,  or  ser- 
vants, of  any  of  them,  of  any  moneys,  bills,  notes, 
securities  for  money,  evideDceB  of  debt,  or  other  effects 
vbatsoever,  belong^ing  to  the  aaid  bank,  to  his  or  their 
own  use;  and  in  what  offices  these  frauds  have  been 
practised,  and  to  what  extent,  and  by  whom  commit* 
tad,  and  at  what  times ;  and  likawiM  to  state  what 
ftdlWes  each  of  those  sevsral  offioan  have,  by  means 
of  Uuir  stations  rsspectiTaly,  to  eommit  franu  of  thia 
chvaeter. 

Mr.  Trihblb  snbcutted  the  following  motions 
for  consideratitm : 

1.  Boohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Hoads  and  Ca- 
nals be  initructed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
aqthorizing  by  lav  the  empbyment  of  the  Toposraph- 
ieal  engineers,  under  Uie  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,io  surveying  roads  and  canals  through 
tiie  pnUic  lands,  in  saeh  places  and  upon  aneh  plan 
as  will  best  promote  the  general  interest,  and  improve 
the  mititanr  defence  of  the  United  States. 

S.  JleaDJw^  That  the  Ooounitlee  on  Boads  and  Ca- 
nals be  insteuetsd  to  inquire  inio  tta  expedi«Dey  of 
anthorinng  by  law  the  emplojrmant  (tf  the  Topograj^- 
ical  engmeen  in  surveying,  under  the  directim  of  the 
President  of  the  United  SUtes,  canals  to  oonnect  the 
navigable  waters  between  Boston  HsTbor,  in  tbe  State 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Pamlico  Bound,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  ia  such  direction  and  on  such  plan  as 
will  best  promote  the  interests  and  mUitaiy  and  naval 
defence  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
PuUic  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  2d  instant, 
instnieting  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
ftUthctfizing  a  map  of  the  military  bounty  lanu  to 


jAVDAnT,  18S1. 


be  annexed  to  the  patent  to  be  granted  to  each 

soldier. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morbil,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  13th  December,  trans- 
mitting information  relative  to  the  execution  of  the 
"Act  authoriziuff  tbe  purciiase  of  fire  engines,  and 
building  houses  Tor  the  safe-keeping  of  ue  same^" 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  in 
behalf  of  settlers  on  paUic  lands,  made  a  r^rt, 
accompanied  by  a  res^ution  that  the  prayer  of  the  . 
mtnnorinlist  be  rejected. 

Bfr.  Tbohas,  from  the  same  committee,  to  wlunn 
was  referred  tbe  petition  of  die  inhahilants  of  iiaX 
part  of  the  State  of  Indiana  called  the  Brookf  iUe 
land  district,  made  a  report,  aecompanied  by  a 
resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  petiaonos  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Edwards  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of 
Illinois ;  and  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Elisha  Gor- 
don, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Patience  GJordon,  widow,  deceased ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  zeUtitni  to  the  cUtini 
of  Elisha  Gordon. 

The  Smate  having  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cy occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Bubbill,  in  the 
committee  appomted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  redncing  thepay  of  the  members  of  Congress  and 
officers  of  the  Executive  departments,  Mr.  Stokbb 
was  appointed  to  supply  said  vacancy. 

Mr.  Macon  was  appointed  to  supjuy  the  vacan- 
cy in  the  Committee  of  Pensions,  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Wilson. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Tucker,  late 
captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
tbe  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings  on  the 
petition  of  Julia  f  lantouj  an^  on  motion  by  M^. 
Robbbts,  it  was  laid  on  the  tau& 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  coasid£r  the  motion  of 
the  ISth  infant,  instroeting  the  Committee  on 
PuUk  Lands  to  inqnira  into  the  expediency  t£ 
granting  a  patent  to  James  Niekles,  sr.,  for  aquarter 
section  of  land ;  end  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  toxonuder  the  mocioo  of 
the  IStb  instant,  instroeting  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  to  inqntre  into  die  miedienoy  of  incEcas- 
ing  tbe  pensiw  of  Willis  Tandy;  and  tfceed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  12th  instant,  instructing  the  Ctmimittee  on 
Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  direct- 
ing the  publication  of  the  private  acts  of  Congress 
and  Indian  treaties ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  PBEstfiBNT  communicated  a  letto:  from  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


Proetedingt. 


185 


mSTOKY  OF  GONGEESS. 


186 


jAIIVArtT,  1881. 


Que  of  Matthew  Lgcn. 


SSHATB. 


Secretary  of  the  Nary,  transmitting  an  abstract 
of  the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Nary  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  September  last;  and  the  letter  ana  ab- 
stract were  read. 

Mr.  Lanhan  laid  on  the  table  certain  deposi- 
tiona  in  relation  to  the  obstructions  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  rirer  Thames;  which  were  refenrea  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflhirs. 

MATTHEW  lYON. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  sdect  comouttee  on  the  petition  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  who  prays  to  be  indemnified  for  the  dahi- 
ages  which  were  in&tcted  on  him  under  the  former 
Edition  law.  The  report  concludes  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Boohed,  That  so  maeb  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  pnnithment  of  certain  Crimea  agatnit  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  approved  tlie  14tb  July,  1796,  as  pretends 
to  prescribe  and  ponisb  libels,  is  naeonstitational. 

Kaohed,  That  the  finea  collected  onder  ihtX  act 
enf  ht  to  bis  restored  to  those  from  whom  they  were 
•aaeted;  and  that  these  reaohitioDs  be  recommitted  to 
the  committee  iriio  brooght  them  in,  wiUi  instmctioDs 
to  leport  a  Ktl  ta  that  effect. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read^Mr.BARBOOR 
lose  in  support  of  them,  and  spoke  aboat  two  hours ; 
when  (not  haiing  finished  his  ailment)  he  gare 
my  for  a  motion  to  postpone  the  subject  unw  to- 
morrow ;  which  pterailed. 


ToESDAT,  January  16. 

Mr.  TaoMAS  presented  the  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants and  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, commonly  called  the  Sangcmo  country,  pray- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  lands  settled 
fay  them  ;  and  the  petiuon  was  read,  and  refmred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Financ^ 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
supplementary  to  an  act  passed  on  the  Ilth  of 
Mavj  1820,  entitled  "An  act  to  jirovide  for  the 
pubiieation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horset,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tteasory  was  directed  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate the  latest  statements  he  may  have  receiTed, 
showing  the  state  of  the  sereial  incorporated 
hanks  in  the  District  of  Cdnmbia. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  hill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States ;  and  it  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
M«iday  next. 

The  Dill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatires  of 
Patience  Giordon,  widow,  deceaaed,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  tuU  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in 
the  State  of  Illinois  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  on  the 


Srtition  of  the  trustees  of  Worthington  CoU^^  in 
hio }  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next 

MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  case  of 
Matthew  Lyon. 

Mr.  Barbudr  concluded  the  argument  which 
he  left  imfinished  yesterday,  in  support  of  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Walxer,  of  Georgia,  next  rose  and  spoke 
some  time  against  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  JoBNSON  of  Kentucky  replied  to  Mr.  W. 
and  advocated  the  resolutions. 


Wedhessay,  January  17. 

Mr.  Waleer,  of  Alabama,  presented  thepetittoa 
of  William  Dick,  of  Alabama,  praying  that  he 
may  be  permitted  to  surrender  tne  certificate  for  a 
quarter  section  of  land  erroneously  entoed  in  his 
name,  and  that  the  amount  paid  therefor  may  be 
credited  in  payment  for  other  lands ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac  M. 
Johnson  and  others,  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  called  the  "  New  Purchase,"  in 
the  Brookvili  Land  District,  praying  that  the  pre- 
emption right  to  a  quarter  section  of  land  may  be 
granted  to  Moses  Finch,  senr.,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  bridge  over  Blue  Rirer ;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State, 
praying  that  a  military  road  may  t>e  made  on  each 
side  01  the  Mississippi  river,  from  Fort  St.  Philip 
to  the  English  Turn ;  and  the  memorial  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department 
of  War. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation 
of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

BIr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  A&irs,  to  wnom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Robert  Swartwout,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  General  Robert  Swartwout;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  pAnaoTT  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  authorizing  the 
repair  of  a  sea-wall  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  second  instant  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  biirextending 
the  judicial  authority  of  the  United  States  over 
the  Slate  of  Missouri;  and,  on  motion  by  Ur. 
Eaton,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RooQLBB  communicated  the  following  re»- 
olntions  of  the  General  AmemUy  of  the  State  of 
Ohio ;  which  were  read : 
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"  Resolved  by  the  General  Astembly  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  That  our  Senatori  and  RepreKQUtivea  in  Con- 
greH  be  requeited  to  um  their  exertioiu  ptoeare  the 
PMuge  of  a  law,  granting  and  allofring,  out  of  the 
United  States'  lands  lying  within  tbia  State,  now  un- 
Iocated,and  to  which  the  Indian  title  ha*  been  recently 
flxtingaiibed,  bo  much  land  for  the  ase  of  schools  in 
that  part  of  the  State  known  by  the  "Connecticut 
Reaerve,"  as  shall,  with  such  lands  as  have  heretofore 
been  granted,  amonnt  to  one  tbiity-eixtlt  part  of  the 
land  on  aaid  reserve. 

*^Raohed,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
trsnimit  a  eapy  of  this  reiolation  to  etch  of  our  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

"JOSEPH  RICHARDSON. 

"  Speaker  of  the  Houteof  Rep't. 
ALLEN  TRIMBLE, 
*'  Speaker  of  the  SenaU. 

-jAirUAaT  I,  18St." 

The  resolutions  were  rderred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana called  the  Brookviile  Land  District;  and, 
in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  g^ranted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  15th  instant  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  employing  the  topographical  engineers  in  snr- 
Teying  roads  and  canals  through  the  public  lands ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
Ae  IStfa  instant  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canab  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  employing  the  topographical  engineers  in  sur- 
veying canaHi  to  connect  the  navigable  Traters  be- 
tween Boston  Harbor  and  Pamlico  Sound  ;  and 
it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  passed  on  the 
eleventh  of  May,  1820.  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  parposes,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  repre- 
senting the  injurious  operation  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, requiring  prompt  payment  for  the  puUic 
lands,  on  the  actual  settlers  thereon,  submitted  the 
following  report : 

That,  b;  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  12th  April  1814, 
every  perion,  or  the  legal  repesentative  of  every  per- 
son, who  had  Bcinally  inhabited  and  cultivated  atraet 
of  land  \y\ag  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  which  tract 
was  not  rightfully  claimed  by  any  other  person,  and 
who  had  not  removed  from  the  said  Tenitory,  was  en- 
titled to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  from 
the  United  Sutee  of  such  tract  of  land,  at  private  sale, 
at  ihe  same  price  and  on  the  same  terras  and  condi- 
tions, in  every  respect,  as  were  or  might  be  provided 
'by  law  for  the  sale  of  other  lands  sold  at  private  sale 
in  said  Territoiy  at  the  time  of  making  snch  parchaae, 
under  other  restrictions  prescribed  by  Uie  said  act.  The 
committee  are  of  opinion  that,  inasmuch  as  the  right 
of  pr»-emplion  was  granted  to  those  settlers  npon  the 
Axpreas  condition  that  the  lands  should  be  paid  for  on 


the  same  terms  and  conditions  in  every  reepect,  that 
were  or  might  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of  their 
lands  sold  at  private  sale,  in  said  Territory,  at  the  tine 
of  making  the  purchase ;  and,  moreover,  a^  by  the  act 
reqairing  prompt  payment,  the  minimum  price  of  the 
public  land  is  reduced  from  two  dollars  to  one  doDar 
and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  they  have  no  just  caoss 
of  complaint;  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  prayar 
of  the  memorialists  be  rejected. 

The  report  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in  by 
the  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

.The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
made  on  Friday,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  to  print  sundry 
papers  connected  with,  or  illustrattve  of,  the  lau 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Finance  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States— Mr. 
Babbodh'b  motion  to  {Hint  aU  the  papers  comma- 
nicated  by  the  bank  to  the  committee  (includinff 
the  private  statement  of  frauds  and  the  namra  oi 
the  d^rauders)  being  the  first  question  for  decision. 

Mr.  Babbouh*8  motion  was  u^tived,  and  the 
orijriQal  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  resolution  offered 
by  Mr.  Smith,  on  Monday,  to  call  on  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  for  a  list,  as  far  as  it  could  be  fur- 
nished, of  all  frauds  committed  on  the  bank  by  any 
of  its  officers,  the  names  of  the  defraoders,  at  what 
offices  committed,  the  facilities  possessed  by  the 
officers  for  committing  them,  dbc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SANFosn,  the  resolution  was 
amended  by  adding  a  request  for  "a  statement 

*  of  the  number  of  bank  notes  issued  by  the  bank, 
'  signed  by  the  mesident  and  countersigned  by  the 
'  cashier  thereof,  of  every  different  anurant  or  de- 
'  nomination ;  and  also  a  statement  of  the  amount 
'  ofnotes  heretofore  issuedand  made  ^yaUeat  the 
'  principal  bank,  and  the  amount  of  notes  made 

*  pavable  at  the  different  ofilces.** 

The  question  being  then  on  the  resolution 
as  amended,  it  was  &ided  m  the  negative,  and 
the  resolution  rejected. 

MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  considentkm  of 
the  report  and  resolutions  in  the  case  oi  Matthew 
Lyon. 

Mr.  Smith  delirered  a  speech  of  near  two  bouts, 
principally  against  the  expediency  ol  legislating 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Talbot  followed  in  a  speech  of  nearir  the 
same  length,  in  support  of  the  resolutitms.  When 
he  concluded,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tbdbsdat,  January  18. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasu^,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mint ;  and  the  letter  and 
report  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants,  traders,  manufacturer,  mechanics, 
landlords,  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  may  be  im- 
posed on  all  merchandise  when  disposed  of  at 
auction  in  the  original  packages,  and  fifteen  per 
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ceDL  when  so  disposed  of  in  less  quantities,  with 
certain  exceptions;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ccnnmerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians  in  behalf 
of  Silas  Dinsmorei,  made  a  report,  accomtnnied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  prajer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resoln- 
tion  were  read. 

BIr.  RoBEBTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Ho0man,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Parbott  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  bring 
in  a  bill  anthorizinfl  the  repair  of  a  sea-wall  at  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  and  for  otner  purposes;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KiMO,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Saohed,  That  the  Comnittee  on  Public  Lands  be 
tostnutod  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieDcy  of  aathoriz- 
ing  Jared  E.  Grace  |o  enter  a  fraction  of  MTenty-fonr 
•crea  of  land  ritvate  on  the  Alabtma  iWer.  township 
fire,  range  four  east,  at  such  price  as  they  may  deem 
proper. 

Mr.  JoHKaoN,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Laa&  be 
instracled  to  inquire  into  Um  expedient^  of  amendii^ 
an  act,  entided  •'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  late  ooont;  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territoiy,  who  Bufiered  bj  earthquakes,"  passed 
on  the  17tb  February,  181&. 

The  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation 
of  the  officers  emi^oyed  in  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
and,  also,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Geoecal  Robert 
Bwartwout,  were  sermlly  read  the  second  time.  ' 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion snixnitted  bv  Mr.  Trimble,  on  the  15th  inst, 
which  is  in  the  following  words : 

Xmahti,  That  the  Conntttee  on  Beads  and  Canals 
ba  instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  anthor- 
iiing  by  law  the  employment  of  Uie  topog[rsphietI  en- 
ghite»,ln  snrrejinri  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  eenalB  to  connect  the  nan- 
gaUe  wftten  between  Bostoa  harbor,  to  the  State  of 
Msandiasetts,  end  Pamlico  Sound,  in  the  State  of 
North  CsToltns,  in  such  direction  and  on  such  plan  u 
will  betf  promote  the  interest,  and  the  military  end 
naval  defence  of  the  United  Ststes. 

Mr.  CBAiinLBB  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding 
thereto  the  following: 

"And  a  military  and  poet  road  from  some  part  of 
the  PcBobaeot  river,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  to  the 
Sebodtae  liTSr,  in  said  State,  on  the  Eastern  line  of 
the  United  SUtes." 

Mr.  CHAHnuiB  made  a  few  remarks  in  support 
of  his  proposed  amendment,  to  ^usw  how  neces- 
sary such  a  road  is  to  Uie  military  defence  of  that 
part  of  the  Union,  &c. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  seconded  his  colleague, 
adding,  as  a  further  reason  in  faTor  of  the  meas- 
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ure,  that,  as  far  as  the  line  had  been  run  under  the 
fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  it  was  found 
to  include  a  much  more  extensive  portion  of  terri- 
tory than  was  supposed  to  belong  to  the  United 
States  in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  had  no  further  objection 
to  the  amendment  than  that'it  embraced  an  object 
totally  distinct  from  the  original  proposition,  and 
which  should  therefore  be  separately  proposed. 

To  which  Mr.  Chanolbr  replied,  that,  though 
the  objects  were  geographically  distinct,  the  power 
to  be  exercised  in  regard  to  both  was  the  same, 
and  the  inquiry  as  to  both  was  properly  referable 
to  the  same  comtoittee. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  CaANnLBn  was  agreed 
to,  as  was  the  resoliuion  as  amended. 

MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  in 
the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon. 

Mr.  Otis  rose,  and,  in  a  speech  of  consideraUe 
lebgth,  ddirerea  his  Tiews  in  opposition  to  the 
report. 

Mr.  Macon  followed,  in  a  speech  which  occu- 
pied some  time  in  the  delirety,  in  iavor  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Dana  then  spoke  against  it,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Friday,  January  19. 

The  Presioent  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  statement 
of  the  contracts  made  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy  during  the  year  1820;  and  the  letter  and 
statement  were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ruooles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Sewardy  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  L.  B.  Macarty,  of  Louisiana,  praying  to 
be  compensated  for  the  injury  and  losses  sustained 
in  consequence  of  the  military  occupancy  of  his 
plantation  by  order  of  Qeneial  Jackson  in  the 
Winter  of  1814  and  1815;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the 
City  of  Washington ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tuomab,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  dischai^ed  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Isaac  M.  Johnson 
and  others. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  considn  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
t^da  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoriz- 
ing Jared  Ef.  Groce  to  enter  a  fraction  of  land ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bUl  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea-wall  at 
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the  Isles  of  Shoals,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  second  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on'Gommeree  and  I^nufactnres. 

MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Senate  resmqed  the  consideration  of  the 
repoit  of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of 
MAtthev  Lyouj  togeUier  with  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  same  md^nitely. 

Mr.  DiOKERBON,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  as  follows : 

In  addressing  the  Senate  upon  the  subject  of  the 
resolations  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Lyon,  I  shall, 
said  Mr.  D.,  make  some  preliminary  obserrations 
upon  a  few  remarks  that  fell  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,^  which 
seem  not  intended  as  any  solid  part  of  his  ar^- 
ment,  but  were  introduced  by  way  of  embellish- 
ment to  his  very  ingenious  and  very  eloquent 
speech. 

The  honorable  gentleman  seems  much  annoyed 
by  the  thunders  from  the  West,  and  the  roaring  of 

the  lion. 

By  the  thunders  from  the  West,  I  understand  the 
torrent  of  eloquence  which  we  have  heard  with 
delight  from  tine  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Talbot.)  That  Annder,  sir,  was  not 
a  mere  &ru<im./Wfun;  it  was  a  snecession  of  elec- 
tric shocks  attended  with  the  most  vivid  light- 
nings. Such  thunder  tends  to  purify  the  poliucal 
atmosphere,  and  to  invigorate  our  languid  systems. 

The  honorable  genueman  says,  the  lion  will 
come  again,  and,  if  he  does,  he  will  heed  him  not, 
but  say,  ena/n,  let  Mm  rxxir,  once  more.  Sir,  the  lion 
will  come  again  and  again,  unless  we  restore  him 
the  money  we  have  taken  from  him ;  but,  give  him 
that,  and  then,  if  I  may  borrow  a  line  from  Pyra- 
mus  and  Thisbe,  as  that  gentleman  has  done — 
and  he  always  keeps  within  the  pale  of  senatorial  de- 
corum—give him  the  money,  and  then  he  vHU  row 
you  as  ffmtiy  as  any  sticking  dove.  And  this,  I  am 
confident,  would  be  the  cheaper  way  of  getting  rid 
of  him.  I  have  other  reasons  for  beheving  it  would 
be  the  better  way. 

The  htinorable  gentleman  conducted  the  corre- 
spondence between  himself  and  one  of  his  constit- 
uents, with  great  address,  and  brought  it  to  a  hap- 
py conclusion ;  which  is  the  less  to  be  wondered 
at,  as  he  managed  on  both  sides,  and  composed 
the  answer  as  well  as  the  letter.  But,  when  he 
informed  his  correspondent  that  the  case  of  Mat- 
thew Lyon  was  obtruded  upon  our  notice,  at  a 
time  when  we  were  crowded  with  a  great  variety 
of  important  business,  I  wish  he  had  added,  by 
way  of  postscript,  that  the  Senate  had  adjourned 
from  Friday  to  the  Monday  following,  every  week 
this  session,  e:icept  one,  and  then  I  think  there 
would  be  a  postscript  to  the  answer,  that,  on  the 
score  of  want  of  time,  or  press  of  business,  there 
could  be  no  excuse  for  cefusiog  to  hear  the  case  of 
Matthew  Lyon.  In  which  opinion  I  most  heartily 
concur. 

The  honorable  gentleman  seems  to  doobt  as  to 
the  numbers  said  to  have  been  arrayed  against  the 
sedition  act.  There  were  eighteen  thousand  peti- 
tioners against  that  act,  from  PennsylTania  alone, 
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and  several  thousands  from  other  States ;  but  be- 
fore that  Congress,  this  multitude  were  as  grass- 
hoppers, and  their  noise  was  as  the  chirpii^;  of 
grasshoppers. 

The  honorable  gentleman  informs  us,  that  the 
grasshoppers  in  the  field  makemore  noise  than  the 
beasts  whidi  graze  the  pasture.  I  nndmtand  the 
application,  but  the  figure  is  an  nnfortnnate  one, 
notwithstanding  it  has  the  authority  of  Mr.  Bnrke 
for  its  support.  Snrely  Mr.  Burke  could  nerer 
have  heard  the  tremendous  bellowings  of  the  lord- 
ly leader  of  theherd,  or  the  nasal,  harsh,  ear-rend- 
ing noteof  one  of  the  descendants  of  Sancho'sDap- 
ple.  Why,  sir,  a  single  jack  will  bray  more  noise 
in  a  minute  than  could  be  made  in  the  same  time 
by  all  the  grasshoppers  that  ever  hopped.  Be- 
lieve me,  it  was  an  egregious  etiot  to  mistake  the 
voice  of  the  people  for  the  chirping  of  grasshop- 
pers. I 

The  honorable  gentleman  thinks  that  most  of 
us  must  have  been  too  young  in  1798,  to  have 
formed  accurate  opinions  of  the  transactions  of 
that  time,  insinuatm^  that  those  who  were  not 
young  then  must  be  md  now.  Whether  I  was  old 
enough  then,  or  even  now,  to  form  accurate  opin- 
ions of  the  transacti<»i8  of  that  time,  is  not  so  cet^ 
tun ;  but  I  have^perfect  recollection  of  what  hap- 
pened then,  within  the  sphere  of  ihj  own  obser- 
vation. I  have  a  painful  recollection  that  my 
mind  was  irritated,  my  indignation  excited,  my 
passions  roused,  by  what  I  thought  a  systematic 
attempt  to  impair  the  liberties  of  my  country. 
But  time  cures  all  things.  In  twenty  years  X 
have  cooled  down  to  what  my  former  associates 
think  much  below  the  temperate  point,  and,  even 
on  the  measure  now  beibre  the  Senate,  the  igao- 
priety  or  expediency  of  which  I  never  doubted,  I 
have  «nba»ed  with  great  reluctance^  as  those 
know  who  first  presented  the  petition  oi  Matthew 
Lyon.  I  do  not  wish  to  throw  Congreve  rockets 
into  the  ranks  of  this  corps  of  invalids,  as  the 

finileman  chooses  to  designate  himself  and  friends, 
do  not  wish  to  revive  the  feuds  of  1796 ;  bat  I 
did  hope  that,  at  this  time,  when  we  are  all  ftde- 
ralists,  all  refnUicans ;  when  not  a  breath  disturfai 
the  harmony  of  this  amalgamation,  the  good  feel- 
ings which  we  perceive  every  day  wotim  not  be 
exercised  exclusively  on  one  side,  but  that  there 
would  be  some  degree  of  reciprocity;  that,  as  that 
gentleman  allows  that  the  sedition  act  was  inex- 
pedient, and  had  been  pronounced  to  be  so  by  the 
people,  it  was  also  hoped,  that  the  punishing  of 
Matthew  Lyon  under  the  act  would  be  deemed 
inexpedient ;  that  it  would  be  deemed  inexpedient 
to  raise  money  by  such  means ;  that  it  would  be 
deemed  inexpedient  to  retain  moneys  thus  raised, 
in  our  Treasury,  and  therefore  that  it  would  be 
deemed  quite  expedient  to  return  the  moneys  thus 
obtained ;  or,  at  least,  it  was  hoped  that  no  very 
determined  opposition  would  begiven  to  this  meas- 
ure. But  so  far  from  this,  the  Jionorable  gentle- 
man adnumishes  us  not  to  press  him  and  those 
with  whom  he  acts ;  not  to  irritate  them,  for,  al- 
^ofltth  nobody  was  disposed  to  attack  the  present 
admmistrstion,  comparisons  might  be  made ;  com- 
parisons of  the  expaises  of  former  times,  with 
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those  of  the  present ;  expenses  of  the  war,  with 
the  adraniages  gained  by  it.  Besides,  our  politi- 
cal concerns  were  not  of  the  most  flattering  kind ; 
there  was  a  great  deficit  in  our  revenue ;  our  for- 
eign relations  were  not  in  the  most  prosperous 
train  ^  some  troubles  with  France.  Tnis,  to  be 
sure,  IS  not  threatening,  but  looks  a  little  like  it. 
For  one,  I  do  not  ieftr,  but  rather  court,  such  com- 
parisons; for,  if  the  results  of  such  comparisons 
should  sometimes  turn  out  unfavorably  to  those 
who  hare  ihe  expenditare  of  public  moneys,  or  of 
those  who  authorize  those  expenditures,  it  would 
opoate  as  an  excellent  corrective;  it  might  do 
much  good,  but  no  hart. 

Z  r^ret  that  the  merits  or  demerits  of  Matthew 
Lyon  should  be  called  up  in  deciding  a  principle, 
involving  consequences  much  more  important  than 
the  character  or  sufferings  of  anj  individual.  I 
am  aware  that  Matthew  Lyon  is  mipopular  in 
Congress,  but  that  want  of  popularity  should  have 
no  unfavorable  effect  in  fixinga  principle  in  which 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  deeply  inter- 
ested. We  are  not  to  try  the  man ;  we  are  to  de- 
cide his  cause,  which  is  one  of  general  interest. 
Why,  we  are  triumphantly  asked  by  the  honorable 
genueman  from  Geonfia  (Mr.  Walker)  has  this 
goestion  been  maSeni  to  sleep  for  twenty  years  } 
Why  are  its  slumb^  now  disturbed  7  Frequent 
attempts  have  been  made  to  disturb  its  slumbers, 
bat  in  vain ;  an  attempt  is  now  made,  but  that 
eentleman  seems  resolved  to  perpetuate  tbose  slum- 
bers, by  this  motion  for  indefinite  postponement. 
Perhaps  there  have  been  in  .Congress  too  many 
who  believe,  with  that  gentleman,  that  no  injury 
has  been  done  to  Matthew  Lvon ;  who  think  that 
the  eulf^iums  which  have  been  bestowed  upon 
him,  have  been  a  sufficient  compensation  for  his 
sufierings;  for  eulogioms  have  been  poured  out 
upon  him  in  great  profusion,  from  the  lime  he 
became  an  object  of  persecution.  If  he  could  be 
paid  ibr  his  sufferings  in  this  war,  he  might  be 
overpaid ;  and  it  may  be  thought  that,  upon  a  fair 
reckoning,  there  may  be  found  a  balance  against 
Mr.  Lyon,  and  that  it  would  be  but  fair  that  he 
should  xuner  a  little  more ;  but,  trust  me,  that 
honorable  gentleman,  who  seems  to  envy  the  happy 
eriate  oi  Mr.  Lyon,  would  not  suffer  what  he  did 
for  all  the  euk^mms  which  iame  faoself,  with  her 
hundred  trumpets,  could  pour  out  upon  him  for 
the  rot  of  his  life. 

But  why,  says  the  honorable  gentleman,  is  this 
liiue,  when  our  Treasury  is  empty,  selected  for 
Totin^  m<Hiey  to  Mr.  Lyon — why  was  not  this 
done  m  the  time  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration, 
when  we  had  an  overflowing  Treasurer — and  we 
were  at  a  loss  for  the  means  of  disposing  of  the 
public  money  ?  In  the  first  place,  there  was  really 
not  to  much  difficulty  in 'disposing  of  the  public 
money  as  seems  to  be  imagined — emptying  the 
Treamry  was  a  very  simple  business  then,  as  we 
have  found  it  to  be  in  latter  days.  In  the  next 
place,  a  full  Treasury  was  no  good  reason  for 
paying'  M.  LycNa  a  thousand  dollars  then,  any 
more  than  a  hate  Tratsury  is,  for  withholding  it 
DOT.  The  merits  of  the  case  do  not  dqiend  on 
tbe  state  of  the  Treasury ;  if  they  did,  thrae  merits 
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would  sometimes  be  very  great,  at  other  times  very 
small,  but  generally  rather  small.  I  trust,  however, 
in  voting  on  this  resolution,  we  shall  not  stop  to 
inquire  how  much  money  there  may  be  in  the 
Treasury ;  if  we  do,  sure  I  am,  the  gentleman's 
motion,  the  indefinite  postponement,  must  prevail. 

If  the  friends  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  have 
heretofore  neglected  to  urge  this  subject  upon  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  let  the  reproach  rest 
with  them ;  their  apathy  affords  no  apology  to  us 
tor  refusing  to  act.  If  we  have  been  negligent, 
let  us  now  redeem  our  character.  Those  who 
consider  the  sedition  act  constitutional,  and  called 
for  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  mast  con- 
sider this  inquiry  as  altogether  unnecessary  and 
improper — and  tbose  who  believe  that  the  act  was 
unconstitutional  and  oppressive,  I  fear,  feel  satis- 
fied that  much  good  has  resulted  to  themselves 
from  the  sufferings  of  those  who  were  fined  and 
imprisoned  under  that  act — and  that  the  party 
with  whom  it  originated,  not  only  failed  to  accom- 
plish the  object  they  had  in  view,  but  in  fact  by 
this  very  measure  lost  the  power  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  perpetuate.  Under  such  comfortable, 
but  selfish  reflections.  I  fear  we  are  disposed  to 
forgot  the  victims  of  tne  law. 

We  cannot  but  feel  some  reluctance  at  entering 
upoD  the  investigation  of  a  question,  which,  by 
many,  has  long  been  considered  at  rest;  more  es- 
pecially when  that  question  is  calculated  to  call 
up  feelings  that  once  painfully  agitated  the  puUic 
mind.  Under  such  circumstances,  a  love  of  ease 
will  prevail,  where  a  strong  sense  of  duty  does  not 
impa  to  action. 

The  present  case,  however,  comes  before  us,  in 
a  way  utat  demands,  and  must  receive  a  serious 
consideration.  One  of  our  citizens  has  brought 
his  claim  before  us  in  the  usual  form  of  jwtition. 
The  Constitution,  laws,  and  usages^  by  which  this 
body  is  governed,  make  it  imperative  upon  us  to 
decide  for  or  against  the  petitioner ;  and  whatever 
gentlemen  may  think,  as  to  the  merits  of  the  indi- 
vidual, his  case  involves  conseauences  of  the  high- 
est importance,  such  as  cannot  be  decided  but  with 
great  responsibility,  a  responsibility  which  I  trust 
wiU  insure  a  correct  decision.  ' 

Some  who  think  the  sedition  act  unconstitu- 
tional may  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  necessarj^ 
nor  even  consistent  with  the  dictates  of  sound 
policy,  after  a  lapse  of  twenty  years,  to  relieve  the 
sufferers  under  that  law.  With  such  it  will  re- 
main to  devise  a  better  mode  of  restoring  and  re- 
viving, as  far  as  it  can  be  done  by  Congress,  the 
first  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
which  was  practically  suspended  by  the  sedition 
act,  and  which  may  be  con^ddered  as  null  and  void 
if  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  shall  now  receive 
the  sanction  of  Congress. 

If  it  were  known  with  absolute  certainty  that  a 
result,  siniilar  to  that  which  attended  the  passing 
of  the  sedition  act,  would  inevitably  attend  every 
similar  attempt— that  part  of  our  Constitution 
which  respects  the  liberty  of  the  press  would  re- 
main secure  from  further  violation.  But,  such  a 
result  is  by  no  means  eer1ain~-and  we  deceive  cw 
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selves  if  we  suppose  that  the  ra^  and  fury  of 
par^  are  no  more  to  prevaU  in  this  country. 

Soovtd  an  attempt  herea^  be  made  to.reriTe 
the  sedition  law,  Constitutional  objections  would 
h&Tfl  bat  little  avail,  as  coming  too  fate.  It  would 
be  said  the  sedition  act  of  ninety-eight  was  not  re- 
pealed, although  every  effort  was  made  to  procure 
Its  repeal,  expressly  on  Constitutional  grounds. 
It  was  suffered  to  expire  by  its  own  Uiuitation. 
Its  constitutionality  was  sanctioned  by  two  deci- 
siuu  of  Congress;  and  those  decisions  corrobo- 
rated by  all  toe  fwce  whii^  the  judiciary  could 
give  them. 

If  those  who  raised  their  Toice  from  one  extrem- 
ity of  the  Uuion  to  the  other  against  the  constitu- 
tionality of  this  act,  when  it  was  passed,  and  when 
an  attempt  was  made  to  repeal  it,  will  not  now, 
when  they  hare  the  power^  make  an  effort  to  re- 
pair the  breach  in  the  Constitution,  it  wiU  be  yield- 
mg  the  point,  and  acknowledgiog  that  all  their 
clamor  was  raised  to  gain  power^  which  they  did 

S'n  ;  not  to  preserve  the  Constttution,  which  is 
mntilated,  without  an  effort  at  rqiamtion. 
And  this  precedent,  thus  sanctioned  by  one 
and  acouiesced  in  by  the  otho-,  will  be  considered 
as  the  I^islaiive  and  judicial  construction  of  the 
Constitution  \  and.  by  this  process,  the  Constitu- 
ticm  will  practically  be  altered,  and  the  libertv  of 
the  press  be  as  completely  within  the  control  of 
Congress  and  the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States, 
as  if  the  first  amendment  to  the  Constitution  had 
declared  Congress  shall  have  power  to  abridge  the 
libaty  of  the  press. 

For  my  part,  I  hare  never  doubted  that  the  se- 
dition act,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  printing  and 
publishing  of  libels,  was  a  direct,  open,  and  un- 
equivocal breach  of  the  Constitution.  And,  al- 
tnoogh  I  do  not  hold  the  United  States  responsible 
for  aB  the  losses  sustained  under  that  act,  I  would 
not  willingly  retain  in  our  Treasury  a  single  dollar 
of  the  money  iniquitously  acquired  under  it.  The 
whole  forms  but  a  small  ram,  but  if  it  were  large, 
it  should  be  returned  to  those  from  whom  it  was 
taken.  I  should  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  it  was 
a  thousand  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  friends  of  the  sedition  act  aver  that  it  was 
no  breach  of  the  Constitution — ^no  infringement, 
but  rather  an  enlargement  of  the  libaty  of  the 
press.   It  ought,  they  say,  to  be  considered : 

1st.  Mitigating  the  rigor  of  the  common  law  on 
the  subject  of  libels,  inasmuch  as  it  limits  the  pun- 
ishment Under  it  to  two  thousand  dollars  fine  and 
two  years'  imprisonment,  and  allows  the  truth  to 
be  given  in  evidence,  while  those  guilty  of  the 
same  offences  might  be  punished  at  common  law, 
by  fine  and  imprisonment,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

Sd.  That  it  is  merely  declaratory  of  the  com- 
mon law,  making  nothing  penal  that  was  not  pe- 
nal before. 

3d.  That  it  did  not  abridge  the  liberty  of  the 
ptess,  inasmuch  as  it  imposed  no  previous  restraint 
190a  publications — established  no  ceiumrship  or 
system  of  licoising. 

That  it  was  necessary  for  carrying  into 
effaot  tile  powers  vested    the  Ctm^tution  m  the 


Government,  and,  therefore,  required  tmder  the 
eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

5th.  That  it  was  a  part  of  a  system'of  national 
defence,  adopted  at  a  crisis  of  eztraordimiry  diffi- 
culty and  danger. 

Most  of  those  arauments  we  have  heard  up(» 
this  floor,  and  alt  of  them  are  contained  in  a  very 
celebrated  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  made  on  the  21st  of  Febmuy, 
1799,  in  which  report  the  committee  condensed 
whatever  they  supposed  could  be  urged  in  favor  of 
the  sedition  act,  and  against  its  re^al.  This  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  was  puUished  in  many  jonmus  of  the 
day  as  proof  positive  of  the  unerring  wbdom  of 
Congress. 

It  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  dangerous  doctrine 
that  the  common  law  was  the  prop  and  support  of 
the  sedition  act,  would  long  smee  have  been  for- 
mally abandoned,  but  I  see  nothing  like  it.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  two 
years  ago,  when  the  subject  wis  unds  discussion, 
did  say,  in  justifieatirai  of  the  sedition  act,  that 
every  Government  had  an  inherent  right  to  punish 
offences  which  endanger  its  extstene^-which  sen- 
timent he  now  reiterates.  Such  rights,  if  not  de- 
rived from  the  Constitution,  must  m  derived  from 
the  broad  principles  of  the  common  law^-sueh  prin- 
ciples as  were  assumed  by  the  committee  in  their 
celebrated  report.  He  seems  to  have  abated  noth- 
ing in  his  reverence  for  the  common  law ;  he  con- 
siders the  stigma  cast  upon  it  by  gentlemen,  par- 
ticularly by  geotlemm  of  the  bar.  as  a  species  of 
profanation.  The  eulo^um  he  nas  pronounced 
upon  this  common  law  is  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
as  to  his  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  ingrafted  upon 
our  system,  if  it  does  not  alreadv  form  the  vital 

rirt  of  it.  He  informs  us  that  the  common  law, 
quote  his  words,  is  a  system  in  vriiieh,  under 
God,  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being. 

Was  the  sedition  act  pused  in  mitigation  of  the 
common  law?  If  it  was,  it  will  conelusiTely  fol- 
low that  tiie  |ves8  vras  more  free  during  tbie  ex- 
istence of  that  act  than  it  was  before  it  passed,  or 
has  been  since  it  expired.  And  that  period,  which 
has  been  called  the  reign  of  terror,  should  be  re- 
corded and  remembered  as  the  golden  days  of  the 
publishers  of  pamphlets  and  newspapers. 

In  investigating  a  proposition  so  extraordinary 
as  this,  we  are  led  to  inquire  into  the  motives  of 
those  by  whose  means  the  act  passed.  Why  should 
the  party  in  power,  who  had  everything  to  fear 
froiD  the  press  at  this  time  of  difliculty  and  danger, 
pertinaciously  insist  upon  mitigating  the  rigor  of 
the  law  upon  the  subject  of  libels,  ^ile  those  for 
whom  all  this  kindness  was  meant  as  pertina- 
ciouslv  refused  to  receive  the  boon?  Had  the 
Legislatures  of  any  of  the  Btftes  instructed  their 
Senators  and  Rqamentatives  to  obtain  any  such 
mitigatioD  of  the  common  law?  Had  the  prin- 
ters asked  this  as  a  favor?  Had  any  meetings  of 
the  citizois  presented  memorials  to  Congress  upon 
this  subject  7  Had  the  cries  of  any  convicted  for 
libels,  and  sentenced  to  a  fine  of  nuwe  than  two 
thwuimd  dollars,  and  impriaonment  more  than  two 
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ran,  moTed  the  tender  mercies  of  the  majority  in 
Congress  ?  Nothing  of  all  this  appears  upon  the 
record. 

If  thb  act  was  in  truth  meant  to  extend  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  these  puUisbers  of  pamphlets  and 
newspapers  have  been  guilty  of  the  rilest  ingrati- 
tude towards  their  benefactors.  For,  so  far  from 
poffin^  them  in  their  publications,  or  toasting  them 
at  their  feasts,  or  ffiring  them  dinners  for  their  pat- 
riotic exertions,  uey  hare  poored  out  upon  them 
innnmeraUe  streams  of  inrectire,  which,  with  the 
aid  of  some  other  causes,  not  necessary  to  be  de- 
taUed,  hare  deprired  them  of  the  power  of  further 
mittgatiog  the  rigor  of  the  common  law. 

But  I  bdiere  the  charge  of  ingratitude  will  not 
lie  against  these  pnUisbm  of  pamphlets  and  news- 

Epers.  They  judged  correctly,  and  some  of  them 
ow  by  sad  experience  the  exact  nature  of  the 
good  things  intended  for  them  by  the  dominant 
part^  in  Congress. 

Ir  Congress  by  this  act  meant  to  mitigate  the 
lifffx  of  the  common  law,  they  most  certainty 
miBsed  the^  aim.  But  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
thought  nncharitaUe  to  suspect  that  nothing  was 
farther  from  their  intention.  If  such  was  indeed 
their  intmtion,  it  should  have  appeared  in  the 
bill ;  the  erils  to  be  remedied  sh<Hud  hare  been 
pointed  oat,  and  such  puts  of  the  common  law  as 
woe  decnwd  too  severe  should  have  been  ex- 
pressly abrogated ;  otherwise  the  courts  might 
bare  gone  on  to  indict  and  punish  (lenders  at 
common  law,  the  sediticm  act  notwithstanding, 
and  in  this  way  have  entirely  defeated  the  benev- 
olent intentions  of  CcHUress. 

Bat  Congress  idioalahaTe  been  very  sure  that 
they  had  this  common  law  before  they  undertook 
to  mitigate  it. 

How  far  can  the  sedition  act  be  considered  as 
deelmratory  of  the  common  law  ? 

If  it  is  declaratorv  of  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, and  not  of  this  coantry.  it  is  idle,  as  much 
so  as  if  it  was  declaratory  of  toe  common  taw  of 
Fiance  or  China. 

It  is  impossible  that  it  could  be  declaratory  of 
the  common  law  of  the  individnal  States,  for  the 
laws  spon  the  sulfject  of  Hbds  were  not  probably 
alike  in  any  two  of  them.  And  Congress  nerer 
slopped  to  inqaire  whethn,  in  ail  the  States,  au- 
thors of  libds  upon  the  QoTemment  of  the  United 
States  were  ponishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment, 
at  common  law,  whether  any  had  been  punished 
for  such  offences  to  an  extent  beyond  two  uoosand 
dollars  fine  and  two  years  imprisonment;  and,  if 
aOj  whether  the  States  might  not  hare  been  left  to 
nutjgatF!  their  own  common  law. 

If  the  State  courts  had  power  to  punish  at  com- 
moQ  Isw,  or  any  other  law,  those  guilty  of  the 
offences  mentioned  in  the  sedition  act,  that  act 
did  not  take  away  such  power,  and  the  offenders 
miritt  hare  been  punished  both  in  the  State  and 
Feaenl  courts ;  for,  in  such  a  strange  complexity 
of  jurisdictions,  the  plea  of  outre  pis  aoquiit  would 
not  hare  been  aTailaUe  on  the  second  Indictment, 
lasre  ei^ieeially  as  one  prosecution  would  be  for 
an  oftnee  agamst  the  Stale,  the  other  for  an  of- 
tmve  agaiiuc  the  United  States.  Such  a  diri- 
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(led  empire  in  matter  of  jurisdiction  cannot  be 
tolerated.  If  Congress  hare  power  to  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  the  offences  mentioned  in  the 
sedition  act,  they  must  have  the  exclusive  power, 
uncontrolled  by  the  States.  For,  if  the  States 
hare  such  control,  they  might  mitigate  the  rigor 
of  the  sedition  act,  by  providing  that  the  punish- 
ment for  offences  mentioned  in  that  act  should  be 
merely  nominal,  and  thus  render  that  act  intqier- 
ative,  except  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  United  States  and  indiTidnal  States  can 
have  no  concurrent  jnrisdietion  in  the  trial  of 
criminal  pmecutions.  If  the  United  States  hare 
jurisdiction  in  such  cases,  it  most  be  exclnsire  ju- 
risdiction. And  Congress  cannot  declare  what  is 
the  law  of  the  States ;  the  States  must  be  left  to 
declare  for  themselves. 

If,  therefore,  the  sedition  act  was  declaratory  of 
any  common  law,  it  must  have  been  the  common 
law  of  the  United  States.  The  United  States,  it 
will  be  allowed,  could  liave  had  no  common  law 
from  immemorial  usage.  If  they  had  it  at  all,  it 
must  have  t>een  by  adoption.  But,  where  do  we 
find,  in  the  Constitution,  the  power  to  adopt  the 
common  law  as  a  part  of  our  criminal  code  7 
With  such  a  power,  the  Constitution  itself  would 
never  have  t>een  adopted.  That  such  a  power  ex- 
ists, is  a  doctrine  the  most  extraordinary  and  the 
most  dangerous  that  has  ever  been  urged  in  Con- 
gress or  in  oiu:  courts  of  justice. 

Yet  the  committee  who  made  the  celebrated  re- 
port I  hare  already  motioned  declare  that  "the 
^act  in  question  (sedition  act)  cannot  beunconsti- 

<  tutional,  because  it  makes  nothing  penal  that  was 
'  not  penal  before ;  gives  no  new  powers  to  the 
'  courts,  but  is  merely  declaratory  of  the  c(»nmon 
'  law ;  libels  against  the  Government  are  offences 

<  arising  under  the  Constitution,  (second  section  of 
'  the  third  article,)  and  consequently  punishable  at 
•  common  taw  by  the  courtt<  of  the  United  States." 

This  report  has  been  sanctioned  by  a  rote  of  a 
majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  by 
an  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  then  minority 
of  more  than  twenty  years.  And  yet,  if  the  com- 
mittee were  right,  the  same  common  law  still  ex- 
ists, and  the  Federal  courts  can  now  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  offences  mentioiied  in  the  sedition  aet, 
and  try  the  offbnders  without  allowing  them  the 
tfirilise  of  giving  the  truth  in  eridence,  for  Mr. 
Fox's  bill  can  form  no  part  of  the  common  law, 
and  punish  them  by  fine  and  imprisonment  at  th»r 
discretion.  Can  we  tolerate  sucn  doctrines?  Will 
we  now  by  our  decbion  give  currency  and  e^t 
to  such  damnable  heresies  1 

The  discussion  upon  this  point  alone  would 
form  a  long  argument.  Whatever  can  be  said 
upon  it  has  been  said  by  Mr.  Madison  and  other 
members  of  the  Virginia  Le^slature  in  their  de- 
bates upon  this  subject,  which  hare  been  pub- 
lished. For  the  present,  I  will  satisfy  myself  with 
quoting  the  opinion  of  Judge  Chase,  in  the  case  of 
the  United  States  against  Wonal,  2  Dallas's  rep. 
396.  In  the  term  of  April,  1798,  three  months  be- 
fore the  pasaiog  of  the  sedition  act,  the  defendant 
was  tried  and  conrieted  at  common  law,  in  the 
cireuit  court  Sat  the  Pennsytraaia  diitiic^  fbr  an 


Caee  of  Matthtw  Lyon. 


Digitized  by  Google 


199 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 


200 


SBMATJi. 


attempt  to  bribe  Tench  Coxe,  the  commissioaer 
of  the  revenue.  A  motion  was  made  in  arrest  of 
judgment,  uid  it  was  aUeged  that  the  circuit  court 
eouM  not  take  cognizance  of  this  offence,  inas- 
much as  it  was  not  a  crime  against  any  of  the 
statute  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
amimon  law  could  gire  no  jurisdiction  to  the 
court  in  this  case. 

Chase,  Jastica :  "  This  is  an  indictment  for  an  of- 
fence highly  injnrious  to  muralB,  snd  (Heserring  the 
MTerest  puDishoiflnt ;  but,  ms  it  is  an  indictment  at 
common  law,  I  dismin  at  once  erery  thing  that  has 
been  said  about  the  CoostitutioQ  and  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  "  In  mj  opinion,  the  United  States,  as 
a  Federal  Govemment,  have  no  common  law  ;  and, 
GonieqnaDtlj,  no  indictment  can  be  maiDtained  in 
Ihwr  courts  for  offences  merely  at  the  common  law. 
"U,  indeed,  the  United  States  can  be  supposed  for  a 
moment  to  have  a  common  law,  it  moat,  I  prenime, 
be  that  of  England  ;  and  yet  it  is  impossible  to  trace 
when  or  how  the  system  was  adopted  or  introdnced." 

The  Judge  supported  this  opinion  by  sound  ar- 
gument, but  not  such  as  to  convince  his  brother 
Peters,  who  dissented. 

Peters,  Jostice  :  "  Whenever  a  Government  has 
been  established,  I  have  alwaya  supposed  that  a  power 
to  preserve  itself  was  a  necessary  and  inseparable  con- 
comitaoL  But  the  existence  of  the  Federal  Oovwn- 
ment  would  be  precarious ;  it  could  no  longer  be  called 
an  independent  Government,  if,  for  the  punishment 
of  ofleneee  of  this  nature,  tending  to  obstruct  and  per- 
vert the  administration  of  its  afl^ira,  on  appeal  must 
be  made  to  the  State  tribunals,  or  the  offenders  must 
escape  with  abeolate  impunity. 

"The power  to  punish  misdemeanors  is  originally 
and  strictly  a  common  law  power ;  of  which  I  tliink 
the  United  Skates  are  constitutionally  possessed.  It 
might  have  been  exercised  by  CoDgreasasalegiBlative 
act ;  but  it  may  also,  in  my  opinion,  be  enforced  in  a 
course  of  jndidal  ^oceeding.  Wbraever  an  offence 
•imi  at  the  eubversion  of  any  federal  institution,  or  at 
the  corruption  of  its  public  oflkers,  it  is  an  o&nce 
against  the  wett-being  of  the  United  Butes.  From  ita 
very  nature,  it  is  cognizable  under  their  authority,  and 
consequently  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court, 
by  virtue  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  judicial  act." 

If  this  opinion  was  correct,  then,  indeed.  Con- 
gress had  nothing  further  to  do  in  a  criuuna!  code, 
but  to  soAen  the  rigor  of  the  common  law.  I  must 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a  moment  tt} 
Uke  extraordinary  termination  of  this  case.  The 
court  being  divided,  the  motion  in  arrest  of  judg- 
ment fail^ ;  hut,  being  so  divided,  it  became  a 
matter  of  doubt  whether  sentence  could  be  pro- 
nounced upon  the  defendant.  Those  doubts  were 
mnoved,  I  know  not  how,  and  the  defendant  sen- 
tenced to  an  imprisoument  three  months  and  a 
fine  of  two  hundred  dollwrs;  and  thus  was  pun- 
ished at  common  law,  the  opinion  of  Judge  Chase 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

These  opinions,  thus  judicially  expressed,  most 
have  been  well  known  to  the  majority  in  Congress 
who  i»ssed  the  sedition  act,  and  well  known  to  the 
committee  who  drew  up  the  celebrated  report,  and 
to  the  majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
who  sanctioned  that  report ;  and  they  have  given 
all  the  validity  which  they  possibly  could  to  the 
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broad  and  swecming  doctrine  of  the  conmion  law 
under  which  Worral  was  punished.  Furtha  com- 
mentj  as  to  this  pmnt,  is  unnecessary. 

It  is,said  that  the  sedition  act  is  no  abridgment 
of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  inasmuch  as  it  imposes 
no  previous  restraint  upon  publications — estab- 
lishes no  censorship^  or  system  of  licensing. 

And  can  we  admit  that  no  law  can  abridge  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  unless  it  subject  publications 
to  a  system  of  licensing?  Did  the  nrst  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  mean  only  to  provide 
against  such  a  system  ?  A  system  which  no  ad- 
ministration in  England  has  dared  to  enforce  since 
the  time  of  William  III.  A  system  that  would 
DO  sooner  be  tolerated  in  this  country  than  would 
the  holy  inauisition.  A  system  against  wMch  it 
would  be  wholly  useless  to  provide  hy  the  Con- 
stitution. For,  whenever  Congress  shall  be  so 
utterly  lost  to  every  principle  of  liberty  as  to  wish 
for  snch  a  systa%  be  assured  no  Ck>nstitotion  will 
stand  in  their  way.  Some  pretext  will  easily  be 
found  for  prostrating  the  liberty  of  the  press^  hr 
some  new  and  more  rigid  sedition  act.  If  all 
other  pretexts  should  iail,  that  of  introducing  it  as 
a  part  of  the  system  of  national  defence  will  be 
deemed  satisfactory. 

If  a  law  to  pun^h  the  authors  of  libels  with  a 
fine  of  two  thousand  dollars  and  an  imprisonment 
of  two  years  be  not  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  because  it  imposes  no  previous  restraint  upon 
publications,  then,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning,  to 
punish  with  ten  thousand  dollars  fine  and  ten 
years'  imprisonment  would  be  no  abridgment  of 
the  liberty  of  the  press.  No,  not  even  if  the  offence 
should  be  made  capital,  as  was  done  nnder  Augus- 
tus Cssar. 

The  importance  of  a  free  press  in  preventing 
the  abuses  of  Government,  was  well  understood 
at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  and  its  amend- 
ments, and  much  more  justly^  appreciated  than 
now.  And  such  was  the  extreme  jealousy  of  the 
people  upon  this  subject,  that,  although  no  power 
was  given  to  Congress  to  interfere  with  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  and  alt  powers  not  given  were  reserv- 
ed, yet,  fearing  that  Congress  might,  by  implica- 
tion, arrogate  this  power  to  tbemwlves,  they  jHO- 
vided  this  prohibitory  amendment,  that  Congress 
should  not  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press. 

If,  in  consequence  of  passing  the  sedition  act,  it 
was  more  dangerous  to  investigate  and  expose  the 
abuses  of  Government,  than  it  was  before  the  act 
passed,  then  was  the  liberty  of  the  press  abridged. 

To  subject  the  publisher  of  what  might  he 
deemed  a  libel,  to  punishment  by  indictment,  when 
before  he  was  only  answerable  in  damages  to  the 
party  injured ;  or  to  be  tried  in  two  courts  when 
before  he  could  he  bied  hat  in  one ;  or  to  be  tried 
in  a  court  in  which  he  could  not  be  tried  befwe,  is 
to  increase  the  hazard  and  danger  of  such  publica- 
tion. But  to  make  him,  for  an  allured  libel  on  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States  indict- 
able before  judges  appointed  by  the  President 
and  Senate;  by  a  grand  jury  chosen  by  a  marshal, 
and  before  a  traverse  jury  selected  by  the  same 
marshal  holding  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
President ;  the  i«osecotion  to  beuiged  by  the  zeal 
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of  a  district  attorney,  also  holding  his  office  at  the  j 
vill  of  the  President ;  is  so  far  a  restraint  upon 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  that  none  but  tbe  most 
intrepid  would  dare  to  arraign  the  condact  of  the 
President  before  the  bar  of  the  public. 

But  the  practice  under  this  act,  whatever  was 
inteaded  by  it,  was  made  to  produce  the  effect  of 
previous  restraint.  A  person  charged  with  pub- 
lishing  a  libel  against  the  prortsioiks  of  this  act, 
would  be  bound  under  recognizance  himself  in  a 
thousand  dollars,  and  two  good  sureties  in  a  thous- 
and mor^  to  appear  and  answer;  and  also  to  keep 
the  peace  and  be  of  good  beharior.  If,  before  the 
session  of  the  court,  he  publishes  that  Congress 
hare  passed  an  unconstitutional  act,  this,  by  the 
vigilant  prosecoUng  officer,  would  be  deemed  a 
new  libel  and  a  foneiture  of  the  former  recogni- 
zance. The  offending  party  would  be  bound  over 
again,  with  sureties,  to  appear  and  answer,  and 
also  to  keep  the  peace  and  be  of  good  behavior — 
and  suits  immediately  commenced  on  the  first  re- 
cognizance against  the  party  and  his  sureties  j  and 
so  on  Mit$  jucUe$,  till  tbe  party  would  be  silent. 
This  is  not  merely  hypothesis,  bat  matter  of  fact. 
Two  suits  were  depending  against  the  editor  of 
the  Aurora  and  his  sureties,  on  recognizances 
thus  forfeited,  when  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  office; 
I  need  hardly  add  that,  soon  after  this,  they  were 
discontinued,  and  thus  was  Mr.  Duane  saved  from 
aeckms  embarrassment,  if  not  ruin,  and  his  sure- 
ties from  heavy  losses.  It  was  generally  a  part  of 
the  sentence  on  conviction,  that  the  puty  should 
find  surety  for  his  good  behavior  for  a  limited 
time.  Those  who  were  intrepid  enough  to  meet 
the  consequences  of  such  a  process  in  their  own 
property  and  persons,  were  not  willing  to  expose 
their  friends  to  vexatious  lawsuits  and  ruinous 
losses.  They  would,  therefore,  be  as  much  re- 
strained as  they  would  be  under  a  law  requiring  a 
license  for  publication — nay,  more  so,  for  any  one 
could  puUish  without  license,  subjecting  himself 
to  die  penalty  of  the  law,  in  which  case  ne  would 
not  be  punished  through  his  friends;  a  kind  of 
poni^ment  much  more  mortifying  to  a  man  of  an 
ingenuous  mind,  than  fine  or  imprisonment  in  his 
own  penon.  What  could — ^what  did  prevent  a 
total  jmntnUion  of  the  liberty  of  the  {vess,  under 
such  a  system?— Public  opinion ;  a  tribunal  which 
X  hope  no  party  or  administmtion  in  this  country 
wfll  cTCT  M  Me  to  put  at  ddlanee;  a  trilHmal 
«4iieh  has  pronounced  on  this  law,  and  the  makers 
of  it. 

To  ascertain  how  far  this  act  was  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  let  us  examine  a 
little  further  into  its  practical  operation.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  add  any  thing  to  what  has  already 
been  said  upon  the  trial  of  Matthew  Lyon.  The 
tHal  of  Thomas  Cooper,  in  1800,  in  the  Circuit 
CiHirt  of  the  United  States,  for  the  Pennsylvania 
District,  will  famish  a  complete  illustration  of  tbe 
views  of  those  who  made,  and  of  those  who  ad- 
ministeted  this  law. 

I  select  this  case  because  I  was  a  witness  of  the 
whole  trial:  a  trial  which^  ai  the  timc^  filled  my 
mind  with  honor  and  indignation.  I  saw  a  man 
whom  it  was  my  pride  then,  as  it  is  now,  to  call  my 
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friend;  a  man  of  the  most  honorable  fedings;  a 
man  whose  name  is  identified  with  science  and 
literature;  the  constant  study  of  whose  life  it  has 
been  to  render  himself  useful  to  his  fellow  beings; 
I  saw  this  man  dragged  before  a  criminal  court, 
arraigned,  tried,  and  punished,  for  publishing 
words  which  nothing  but  the  violence  and  blind- 
ness of  party  race  could  have  construed  into  crime. 
In  the  year  ^97  Mr.  Cooper  had  asked  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Adams,  to  be  appointed  an  agent  for 
American  claims;  the  request  was  made  throujA 
Dr.  Priestley  directly  to  Mr.  Adams^with  a  frank- 
ness warranted  on  the  part  of  the  Doctor  br  the 
intimacy  which  had  lone  existed  between  than. 
As  the  application  was  thus  personal,  it  was  sni^- 
posed  to  be  confidential.  It  was  unsuccesicfbl,  and 
thoe  it  should  have  rested.  But,  by  some  means 
never  ezidained,  two  years  afterwards  this  appli- 
cation was  made  public,  and  afforded  the  editor  of 
a  paper  in  Reading,  an  opportunity  of  inserting  a 
scurrilous  paragraph  against  Mr.  Cooper.  Irrita- 
ted at  being  thus  held  up  as  a  subject  of  ridicule, 
Mr.  Cooper,  in  justification  of  his  own  conduct, 
published  the  address  for  which  he  was  indicted. 
The  words  contained  in  the  indictment,  stripped 
of  the  inuendoes,  are  tbe  following: 

"  mot  do  I  ue  any  improprirty  in  making  thu  »• 
quest  of  Mr.  Adams;  at  that  time  he  had  just  entered 
into  office;  he  was  hardly  in  the  infimcv  of  political 
niHttke;  even  those  wlw  donbted  of  his  cspadty, 
thought  well  of  his  intentions.  Nor  were  we  yet 
saddled  with  the  eipense  of  a  permanent  navy,  or 
tbrntened,  nnder  his  auspices,  with  tbe  •extstenoe 
a  standing  umy.  Our  oedit  was  not  yet  reduced 
quite  so  low  as  to  borrow  money  at  eight  per  cunt,  in 
time  of  peace,  while  the  nnneceHsry  violence 
official  expreMioni  might  justly  have  provoked  a  war. 
Mr.  Adams  had  not  yet  projected  his  embauiee  to 
Proana.  Rnsria,  and  the  Sablime  Porte;  n«r  had  he 
yet  interftred»  as  President  of  the  United  Stalei^  to 
infloence  the  decisions  of  a  court  of  justice;  a  atreteh 
of  authority  which  the  monarch  of  Onat  Britain 
would  have  shrank  from;  an  interference  wiUtout 
precedent,  against  law,  and  agaiart  mercy!  The 
melancholy  case  of  Jonathan  Robbins,  a  native  dtisen 
of  America,  forcibly  impressed  by  tbe  British,  and 
delivered  up,  wiUi  the  adrice  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  the 
mock  trial  of  a  Britidi  eouit  martial,  had  not  yet 
astonished  die  repoUican  atisansof  tbisfresconBtoy; 
a  case  too  little  known,  but  whleh  the  people  ought  t» 
be  fdlly  apiniMd  of  befcn  the  electioo.  tad  Oay  shall 
be." 

I  have  the  highest  vaieration  for  the  exalted 
statesman  and  revolutionarv  patriot  against  whom 
this  censure  was  levelled ;  out  he  was  not  infalli- 
Ue — much  less  so  were  those  around  h  im,  by  whose 
advice,  at  this  particular  period,  he  was  too  much 
influenced.  But,  however  exalted  his  station,  he 
had  accepted  it  with  a  full  knowledge  that  it  was 
the  disposition  and  practice^  and  a  salutary  me 
too,  in  this  country,  to  examine  and  censure,  with 
great  freedom^  the  conduct  of  those  in  power.  To 
be  censured  freely,  and  sometimes  unjustly,  is  ft 
tax  which  every  one  must  pay  who  holds  the 
highest  station  in  our  Government.  Laws  which 
should  completely  prevent  this,  would  as  complete- 
ly prostrate  the  liberties  of  the  peo^. 
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Howerer  much  Mr.  Adams  might  hare  beea 
hurt  at  the  a&perity  of  the  lan^piage  applied  to 
him,  I  am  confideDt  he  never  intimated  a  wish  in 
favor  of  a  prosecution.  Most  i^bably  this  took 
place  in  consequence  of  the  advice  of  those  who 
adviaed  that  RoWns  should  be  given  up.  About 
this  time  Mr.  Adams  thought  pnpa  to  repress  the 
zcftl  of  his  political  frien«  1^  pardMiing  Fries, 
who  had  been  guiltjr  of  a  misdemeanor,  out  was 
convicted  of  treaaont  and  by  other  acts  evincing 
a  disposition  to  pursue  a  more  moderate  system 
than  that  which  bad  prevailed  for  two  preceding 
yeaxs.  it  will  also  be  remembered,  that  not  long 
after  this  period,  he  dismissed  stme  of  his  advi- 
in  whom  he  had  probably  placed  too  much 
dence. 

At  the  present  time  of  good  feeUngs  it  seems 
incredible^  that  what  Mr.  Cooper  Eaid  of  the  ex- 
penses of  a  permanent  navy — of  the  standine 
army — the  eignt  per  cent,  loan,  and  the  projected 
embassies  to  Prussia,  Russia,  and  the  Sublime 
P(»te,  should  hare  been  considered  as  the  subject 
of  indictment.  vThat  was  said  as  to  the  case 
of  Jonathan  RoUans,  othenriae  called  Thomas 
Nash,  was  of  a  more  aerioaB  eharaeter,  and  should 
have  been  answered,  if  it  could  hare  been  answer- 
ed, by  a  true  history  of  that  transaetion--uot  by 
punishing  Mr.  Cooper;  for,  if  this  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  President,  was  without  precedent 
agamst  law  and  against  mercy,  fining  and  impris- 
oning Mr.  Coopo'  could  not  make  it  otherwise. 

It  has  never  oeen  pretended  that  there  was  any 
precedent  for  delivering  up  Robbius.  He  had 
been  charged  with  piracy  and  murder  on  board 
the  British  sloop  Hermione,  and  demanded  by  the 
British  minister.  His  ease  was  depending  before 
Judge  Bee,  of  South  Carolina.  He  alleged  that 
he  was  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  he  had  been  forcibly  impressed  on  board  the 
Hermione.  If  his  story  had  been  true,  it  will  not 
be  pretended  by  those  who  recollect  the  history 
connected  with  that  transaction  that  he  ought  to 
have  been  given  up.  But,  as  he  averred  it  to  be 

nand  pvodueed  nis  pas^tort  tmder  the  authority 
e  United  States,  in  auppon  of  his  assertion, 
the  proof  that  he  stated  a  fusefaood  shotddhave 
been  so  complete  as  to  leave  no  loop  to  hang  a 
doubt  upon^  before  he  should  ever  have  been  given 
up  to  certam  death.  The  proof  if  it  deserves  the 
name,  was  of  a  very  doubtiut  character  as  to  this 
point.  While  the  case  was  thus  before  the  Judge, 
Mr.  Pickering,  then  Secretary  of  State,  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Judge,  containing,  among  others,  this 
expression : 

"  The  Prendant  hu,  in  coosequsnce  hereof,  ru- 
dMniaed  aw  to  commnnicate  to  you  his  advice  and  re- 
qoast  that  Thunas  Nuh  should  be  deUversd  up  to  the 
oonsal  or  other  i^ent  of  Gnat  Britain,  who  snail  ajH 
pear  to  receive  hue." 

Whether  Robbius,  or,  as  be  is  called  in  this  let- 
ter, Nash,  was  or  was  not  a  native  citizen,  vrill 

Erobably  never  be  known  with  certain^.  After 
e  was  auDg  in  chains,  a  sbtmg  disposition  was 
diacovered  to  try  his  case,  and  great  pains  were  j 
takeu  to  prove  that  he  was  not  a  native  of  the 
town  in  which  he  said  he  was  bom.  Probably  he 
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was  not  a  native  of  this  country;  I  hope  to  Hearcn 

he  was  not. 

But,  if  it  had  been  otherwise ;  if  it  had  turned 
out  upon  this  posthumous  trial,  that  his  story  was 
true.  It  wduld  nave  been  a  source  of  lasting  regret 
to  Mr.  Adaou;  and,  had  he  known  precisdy  how 
the  ease  stood  before  Judge  Be^  sure  l  am  he  would 
not  have  interfered  in  the  manner  he  did.  He 
was  governed,  no  doubt,  by  a  rigid  sense  of  justice, 
and  a  r^ard  for  the  conditions  of  our  treaty  with 
Great  Bntain.  But  I  have  ever  thought,  and  still 
think,  the  act  was  {oecipitate,  and  peculiarly  un- 
fortunate. Mr.  Cooper,  without  douM,  thought 
this  interference  was  without  precedent,  because 
no  such  case  had  happened  before.  He  thought 
it  against  law,  because  the  facts  alleged  by  Rob- 
bins,  as  to  his  birth  and  impressment,  should  have 
been  ascertained  with  certainty  before  he  was  de- 
livered up.  He  thought  it  against  mercy,  because 
the  man  was  delivered  up  to  certam  death.  Such 
were  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Cooper ;  opinitms  which, 
under  our  free  system  of  Government,  he  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  to  ezi>ress  and  publish,  without 
being  dragged  before  a  criminal  court,  or  aenteneed 
to  a  loathsome  prison.  Yet  for  this  he  was  aent^ 
enced  to  pay  a  line  of  four  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
imiffiMmed  for  the  term  of  six  months,  and  to 
enter  into  recognizance  for  his  good  behavior  after 
that  period,  himself  in  one  thousand  dollars,  with 
two  sureties  in  fire  hundred  dollars  each.  And 
was  this  no  abridgment  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  7 
The  press  is  more  free  under  the  monarchy  of 
Great  Britain. 

A  further  examination  of  this  trial  will  show 
that  the  difficulty  of  proving  facts  and  opinions  of 
common  notoriety,  under  this  law,  was  such  as  to 
leave  no  chance  of  escape  to  any  one  indicted 
under  it ;  and,  accordingly,!  believe  none  did  escape. 
Judge  Chase,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  observed, 
that: 

"  The  travenar,  in  hii  defenee,  must  prove  evwy 
charge  he  has  made  to  be  true.  He  must  prove  it  to 
the  marrow.  If  he  asMits  three  things,  and  pro  res 
but  one,  he  fails  ;  if  he  proves  two,  be  fiiils  in  his  de- 
fence, for  he  mast  prove  the  whole  of  bis  assertions 
to  be  true.  If  be  were  to  prove  thit  the  Preaident 
had  done  every  thing  diarged  against  htm  to  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  poblicalioo  ;  though  he  should  prove 
to  jour  satisiketioii,  that  the  Fretident  had  ioterfiend 
to  influence  tbededuona  of  a  ooort  of  juatiaa ;  Aat  he 
had  delivered  up  Jonathan  RobUaa  without  piendMit, 
Bgtinst  law  and  against  mercy,  this  would  not  be  saf- 
ficieot  unless  he  proved,  at  the  same  time,  that  Jona- 
than Rid>bins  was  a  native  American,  and  had  bean 
forcibly  impressed  and  conpellad  to  serve  on  board  a 
British  ship  of  war." 

According  to  this,  the  most  trivial  mistake  in 
point  of  fact  or  opinion  would  deprive  the  party 
indicted  of  all  the  advantages  of  that  part  of  the 
law  which  allows  the  truth  to  be  given  in  evidence. 
Iikdeed,  that  part  of  the  act  appears  a  mere  mockery, 
when  we  read  this  trial,  and  see  the  difficulty  of 
proving  ftcts  and  opiuions  of  onnmon  notwiety, 
by  the  technical  nicety  of  die  common  law. 

If  the  Government  in  1798  had  been  suffici^tly 
strong,  as,  thank  Heaven  I  they  were  not,  to  give 
permanency  to  auch  a  law,  and  audi  an  admuuB- 
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tntioD  of  the  law,  there  miiild  hare  been  an  end 
to  our  boasted  Uboty  of  the  press.  The  silence 
of  despoUBin  would  have  perraded  the  Uniim, 
comnMmigitmg  a  palsy  to  every  part  of  our  Con- 
stitntuMB,  uriiieh  was  intmded  to  retard  the  march 
of  aristoieracr,  or  to  defaid  the  just  rights  of  the 
great  bod/ of  the  people. 

The  friends  of  the  sedition  act  say  that  Con- 
gress were  authorized  to  pass  it,  as  a  law  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrjing  into  eSect  the  powers 
rested  by  the  ConsUtutum  in  the  Govemmeat, 
vnfkar  die  Sth  seetkn  of  the  Ist  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

This  part  of  the  Cou^tation  is  very  elastic,  and 
some  gentleman  discovered  that  under  it  Congress 
may  do  what  they  please,  by  simply  making  the 
word  neeeMory  mean  (xmomieat.  But  I  cannot  im- 
a^e  what  power  vested  by  the  Conetitution  in 
the  Clovanment  it  was  necessary  to  carry  into 
cfiect  by  the  sedition  act.  That  no  such  necessity 
as  is  alleged  did  exist  is  evident  from  ihis  eirenm- 
stancc^  mat  the  Qovernment  went  on  very  well 
before  that  act  passed,  and  quite  as  well  smce  it 
has  ex{Hred.  However  convenient,  therefore,  the 
law  might  have  been,  it  certainly  was  not  neces- 
sary. If  it  was  necessary  in  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  it  was  indispensaUy  necessary— not 
partly  necessary.  If  necessary  then,  it  must  be 
necessary  now,  and  Congress  must  of  course  be 
nesjecting  their  duty  m  not  reviving  that  law. 

But  the  most  extraordinary  reason  offered  for 
passing  that  law  is,  that  it  was  part  of  a  nystem 
of  national  defence.  If  so,  it  must  be  required  by 
that  part  of  our  Constitution  which  imposes  it  as 
a  duty  upon  Congress  to  provide  for  the  comm<Hi 
defence.  Whether  this  bul  was  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  or  reported  b^  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  ASairs,  I  have  not  inquired;  but, 
if  it  was  intended  as  a  part  of  our  system  of  na- 
titmal  defence,  it  should  have  been  incorporated 
into  the  IhU  for  estaUishing  a  navy,  or  for  raising 
a  ctandm^  army,  or  for  arming  the  whole  body  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States.  If  national  de- 
fence was  the  object  of  the  bill,  it  should  hare 
ai^eared  in  some  of  its  sections,  or  in  its  preamble, 
or  m  its  title ;  its  duration  should  have  been  lim- 
ited to  the  period  of  the  just  and  necessary  war 
which  it  was  then  intended  if  jposssible  to  get  up 
a^inst  France ;  instead  of  which  it  was  limited, 
witii  an  aspect  somewhat  ominous^  to  the  third  of 
March,  1801— the  very  day  on  which  the  Admin- 
istr^ion  which  it  was  meant  to  su^rt  ceased  to 
exist.  Piom  all  which  it  has  been  suspected  that 
this  act  was  no  jHut  of  a  system  of  defence  for  the 
nation,  but  for  a  party — a  defence  of  the  ins  against 
the  0ftfs — a  defence  of  a  falling  admintstnition 
against  the  people  who  had  determined  to  change 
iBOr  pnbUc  servants. 

We  are  now  in  e^t  to  declare  this  act  to  hare 
been  Coutittittraial  or  unconstitutional.  If  we  do 
the  latter,  we  coneet  not  the  errors  of  the  court,  but 
of  Congress.  If  the  law  was  not  Constitutional 
whm  pawed,  Uie  decisions  of  the  court  could  not 
make  it  so.  Probably  the  court  did  not  think  that 
a  qoestion  for  them  to  decide.  The  act  was  a  l^s- 
latire  amstmaioa  of  the  Constittition  expressly. 
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It  was  opposed  and  supjnrted  on  Constitutional 
ground^  and  is  a  declaration  of  the  three  kanchcs 
of  the  Lnislatiire  of  the  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tution in  this  particular.  And  it  is  not  yet  ascct^ 
tained.that,  in  construing  the  Constitution,  Ctm- 
gress  is  subordinate  to  the  Judiciary.  ProbaUy 
the  first  decisive  experiment  upon  this  subject  wiO 
prore  the  contrary. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Walker)  informed  us  that,  as  long  as  the  act  was 
in  force.  Constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  it  was 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  we  were  bound  to  obey 
its  dictates.  If  it  was  the  law  of  the  land,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  judges  to  see  it  enforced.  The  act, 
though  not  declaratory  of  the  common  law.  was 
declaratory  of  the  Constitution,  or  meant  to  oe  so. 
And  the  Judiciary  considered  that  they  were  bound 
to  carry  it  into  effect,  leaving  those  by  which  it 
was  enacted  to  be  responsible  Tor  its  consequences. 

If  Conness  infringe  the  Constitution,  can  they 
not  heal  the  breach  1  If  not,  this  is  the  most  im- 
fortunate  instrument  ever  devised  br  man  as  a 
syrtem  of  Government— subject  indeed  to  the  laws 
of  decay  and  dissolution,  without  the  possibility  of 
redemption.  If  such  be  the  case,  our  ddi^tfiol 
anticipations  of  transmitting  this  instrument  unim- 
paired to  the  latest  posterity  are  idle  dreams— the 
basdess  fabric  of  a  vision.  But  I  trust,  sir,  there 
is  a  redeeming  spirit,  by  which  this  sacred  charter 
of  our  liberties,  when  Tiolmtly  sad  insidiously 
invaded,  may  be  restored  to  its  pristine  purity. 

If  the  last  Congress  had  passed  an  act  limited  to 
the  duration  of  the  Confess,  levying  a  duty  on 
articles  exported  from  theUnited  States,  with  pro- 
per and  penal  clauses  to  enforce  obedience ;  and  if 
some  individual  with  the  spirit  of  Hampden  had 
refused  obedience  to  the  law,  and  had  been  fined 
by  the  court  for  such  disobedience  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  fine  had  gone  into  our  Treasnry: 
can  any  one  doubt  that  die  ^csent  Con^fiess  would 
restore  the  money,  and  by  that  act  virtually  de- 
clare the  knaa  to  have  been  nnconstituUoBfu? 

We  do  not  assume  an  ai^>ellate  jurisdiction  over 
the  courts,  but  declare  the  law  under  which  they 
acted  null  and  void — the  proceedings  nndor  it  to 
have  been  coram  nonj'tidiee — the  fines  to  have  been 
levied  in  direct  violation  of  our  Constitution,  and 
consequent  no  part  of  the  lawful  revenue  of  the 
country.  We  restore  die  money  to  those  from 
whom  it  was  extorted,  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of 
common  honesty. 

The  honorable  gentieman  from  Gleorgia  widies 
to  know  in  what  part  of  the  Constitution  we  are 
authorized  to  make  donations.  I  leave  that  to  be 
discovered  by  those  who  so  frequentiy  rote  for  do- 
nations. At  present,  no  donation  is  contemplated. 
If  we  restore  the  money  to  Blatthew  Lyon,  it  will 
be  an  act  of  justice,  not  of  &t«. 

But,  the  honorable  gentleman  makes  himself 
somewhat  merry  with  what  he  calls  the  modeify 
of  Matthew  Lyon.  This  petitioner,  he  says,  very 
modeOly  asks,  not  only  for  the  thousand  doUars,  bat 
for  interest,  costs,  and  damages,  and  his  pay  as  a 
member  of  Congress ;  and  he  apprehends  the  peti- 
tioner has  a  design  to  drain  our  Treasury.  Most 
of  those,  sir,  who  make  applications  to  Congieis, 
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take  especial  care  never  to  lose  aay  thtn^  by  not 
Baking  for  enough.  Bat  I  can  see  nothing  so  un- 
zeasonabie  in  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon ;  for, 
if  we  fbould  grant  all  he  asks,  it  would  fall  far 
^ort  of  an  indemnity  for  all  his  losses.  But  we 
are  bound  to  restore  what  we  have  taken  from  him, 
with  interest.   Perhaps  he  will  consider  (he  eulo- 

S'ums  he  has  received  as  a  sort  of  set-off  against 
e  residue  of  his  claim;  if  not,  he  seems  to  be 
without  remedv. 

If  Congress  had  repealed  the  law  as  unconstitu- 
tional, would  they  not  have  restored  the  money 
leried  under  it?  Those  who  consider  that  the 
act  should  never  hare  passed,  as  being  uaconsti- 
tutional,  must  be  of  opinion  that  our  Treasury 
should  not  be  replenished  by  such  means;  and,  if 
so,  can  we  conscientiously  consider  the  money 
thus  acquired  as  oars,  unless  indeed  long  posses- 
ion has  nude  it  so,  and  we  are  to  prout  by  our 
own  neglect  to  do  justice? 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  search  for  prece- 
dents to  justify  us  in  the  measure  now  proposed. 
If  we  hare  no  precedent  let  us  make  one  that  may 
be  a  memento  to  dominant  parties  not  to  abuse 
their  power.  But  if  precedents  were  necessary, 
we  may  find  enough  in  the  history  of  England, 
not  in  that  of  our  own  country;  ior,  fortunately 
for  us,  our  history  affords  hut  a  few  instances  of 
the  abuse  of  power.  For  such  precedents  we  need 
not  go  back  to  the  heavy  time  of  York  and  Lan- 
caster, when  the  triumphant  party  constantly  re- 
versed all  that  had  been  done  by  the  party  sub- 
dued. We  may  look  into  a  later  period,  when  the 
Stuarts  and  their  immediate  successors  were  upon 
the  throne,  when  the  principles  of  liberty  were 
much  better  anderstood  than  practised. 

The  attainder  of  the  Earl  of  Sbafibrd,  who  had 
been  treacherously  given  up  by  a  cowardly  King 
to  the  indignation  oi  Parliament,  was  reversed. 

The  attainders  against  Algernon  Sidney  and 
against  Lord  RusseU  were  reversed. 

The  attainder  against  Alderman  Cornish  was 
reversed,  as  also  that  against  Lady  Lisle,  and 
many  ouiers.  In  these  cases,  it  is  true,  the  Parlia- 
ment only  reversed  their  own  proceedings.  But 
they  sometimes  reversed  the  proceedings  of  other 
courti,  as  in  the  case  of  Bastwick,  Burton,  and 
Prynne,  who  were  tried  in  the  court  of  Star 
Chamber,  for  libels,  and  sentenced  to  lose  their 
ears,  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  thousand  pounds  each, 
and  to  be  imprisoned  for  life.  This  is  a  very 
strong  case,  and  in  point ;  for  the  Parliament  not 
onlr  reverwd  the  sentence,  but  remitted  the  fine, 
ano  ordered  satisfaction  for  damages  to  the  par- 
ties injured. 

I  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  while 
I  read  a  few  passages  from  the  proceedings  in  this 
extraordinary  case.  I  shall  read  them  for  the  edi- 
fication of  those  who  are,  who  have  been,  or  who 
hereafter  m&j  be,  in  favor  of  a  sedition  act. 

Dr.  Bastwick,  Mr.  Burton,  and  Mr.  Pryime,  had 
written  some  religious  books,  in  which  were  con- 
tained some  reflections  on  the  Bishops,  which 
were  deemed  libellous.  Mr.  Prynne,  three  years 
before  this  time,  had  written  a  book  in  whicn  he 
censured  stage  plays,  music,  and  dancing,  for 
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which  he  was  punished  by  the  loss  of  hu  emrs. 
"  Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the  mwning, 
'  the  fourteenth  of  June,  [1637,]  the  Lords  being 
'  set  in  their  plac^  in  the  said  court  of  Star 
'  Chamber,  and  casting  their  eyes  at  the  prisoner^ 
'  then  at  the  bar,  Sir  ^hn  Finch,  Chief  Justice  of 
'  the  Common  Pleas,  began  to  speak  aft»  this 
'  manner:* 

"I  bad  thoa^ht  Mr.  Pr;nne  had  no  ears,  bot  me- 
thinks  he  hath  ears ;  which  cauaed  many  of  the  Lords 
to  take  a  stricter  view  of  faim  ;  anil,  for  their  better 
satisfaction,  the  usher  of  the  court  was  commanded  to 
turn  up  hia  hair  and  ahow  hia  ears ;  upon  the  ught 
whereof,  the  Lords  were  diapleaaed  that  they  had  been 
formerly  no  more  cut  o£^  and  cast  out  some  disgrace- 
ful wonla  of  him. 

"  To  which  Mr.  Prynne  replied,  My  Lords,  there  is 
never  a  one  of  ^oar  honors  but  would  be  aorry  to  have 
your  can  as  mine  are. 

"  The  Lord  Keeper  replied  again,  Is  good  ftith,  he 
is  somewhat  saucy. 

<*  I  hope,  said  Mr.  Prynne,  your  honors  will  not  be 
offended ;  I  pray  God  to  give  you  eara  to  hear. 

"  The  buaineas  of  the  day,  aaid  the  Lord  Keeper,  ie 
to  proceed  on  the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 

*•  Mr.  Piynne  then  hnmUy  deiired  the  court  to  give 
him  leave  to  make  a  motion  or  two ;  which  hang 
granted,  he  moves: 

"  First,  that  their  honors  would  be  pleaaad  to  accept 
of  a  cross  bill  against  the  prelates,  signed  with  their 
own  banda,  being  that  which  stands  with  the  josttee 
of  the  coortt  which  he  humbly  craved,  and  so  ten- 
dered it. 

*'  Lord  Keeper.  As  for  your  erase  bill,  it  ia  not  the 
busineRs  of  the  day ;  bneafter,  if  the  court  ihoold  MM 
just  caosfl,  and  that  it  savora  not  of  libolfing,  wo  may 
accept  of  it ;  for  my  part,  I  have  not  seen  but  have 
beard  somewhat  of  it. 

"Mr.  Prynne.  I  hope  your  honors  will  not  refuse 
it,  being,  as  it  is,  on  His  Majesty's  behal£  We  are 
Hii  Majesty's  subjects,  and  thenubra  require  the  joi- 
tice  of  Uie  court. 

"  Lord  Ke^er.  Bat  this  is  not  the  business  of  the 
day. 

"  Mr.  Prynne.  Why  then,  my  Lords,  I  have  a  second 
motion,  which  I  homUy  pray  your  honors  to  grant, 
which  is,  that  yonr  Lorduiipe  will  please  to  dismiaa 
the  prelates,  here  now  sittiDg,  from  having  any  voice 
in  the  censure  of  this  cause,  being  generally  known 
to  be  adversariea,  as  being  no  way  agreeable  with 
equity  or  reason,  that  they  who  are  onr  adversaries 
should  be  our  judges ;  therefore  I  humUy  crave  thsj 
may  be  exminged  out  of  the  court 

"  Lord  Ktaper,  In  good  &ith  it  is  a  sweet  motion ; 
is  it  not?  Herein  you  are  beeome  libellous;  and  UT 
yon  should  thus  hbel  all  the  Lords  and  reverend 
judges  as  yon  do  the  reverend  prelates,  by  this  your 
plea,  you  would  have  none  to  pm  sentence  upon  you 
for  yonr  libeling,  because  thej  are  parties." 

The  whole  trial  is  very  iuterestiag.  I  proceed 
to  the  sentence. 

"  Thus  the  prisoners,  deeiring  to  speak  a  little  more 
Sat  themselves,  were  comuanud  to  silenee.  And  so 
the  Lords  proceed  to  censure. 

"  The  Lord  Cettiogton'a  censure  : — I  condemn 
these  three  men  to  lose  tboir  ears,  in  the  palace-yard 
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Rt  Weatmioster,  to  ba  fined  fin  tbouund  ponodt  a 
mmu  to  Hia  Msjeatv,  and  to  p«ipetDal  imprison  ment, 
in  three  remote  places  in  the  kiogdoin,  namely,  the 
CMtlea  of  Caeroarron,  Cornwall,  and  Laoeaater. 
The  Lord  Finch  addeth  to  thia  eenaure : 
"  Mr.  Fi^nue  to  be  stigmatiied  in  the  dieeka  with 
two  iHtan,  S  and  L,  for  aeditiona  libeller.  To  which 
■II  the  Lorda  agrewl." 

I  omit  what  is  said  of  the  nunishmetxt  of  Dr. 
Bastwiek  and  Mr.  Burton,  which  was  inflicted 
with  craeltf ,  but  that  of  Mr.  Pryuae  deserves 
ft  particolai  notice: 

**TXow  ihe  ezecntiimer  being  coma  to  tear  him  and 
ent  ott  bii  aan,  Mr.  Pl^nne  iidd  theae  worda  to  him : 
Coma,  friend,  come  bom  me,  cut  me;  I  fear  not;  I 
have  learned  to  fear  the  fire  of  hell,  and  not  what 
man  can  do  onto  me.  Come,  aear  me,  sear  me;  I 
ahall  beat  in  my  body  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus ; 
which  the  Moody  ezeentioDer  performed  with  extraor- 
dinary cruelty,  heating  bia  iron  twice  to  barn  one 
ehe^  and  cat  one  of  bis  ears  so  doee  that  he  cat  off 
a  piecfl  of  bia  cheek.  At  which  exquisite  torture  he 
never  moved  with  bis  body,  or  as  much  aa  changed 
hia  coantenanee,  bnt  still  looked  np  as  well  as  he 
eonU  towuda  Heaven,  with  a  amiling  countenance, 
even  to  the  astonuhmeot  of  all  the  beholders,  and  ut- 
tering, as  soon  as  the  executioner  had  done,  this  heav- 
enly aeotmce :  "  The  more  I  am  beaten  down,  the 
more  I  am  lift  up." 

What  protection  was  afforded  to  these  wretched 
men  by  tVe  common  law,  the  law  in  which  they 
lived,  and  moved,  and  had  their  being? 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  admon- 
ishes us  not  to  destroy  the  independence  of  the 
jadiciary,  the  bulwark  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple. We  shall  not,  in  the  measure  now  proposed, 
in  the  slightest  d^ree,  interfere  with  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  judiciary.  It  must  be  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  them  what  we  do  with  the  sedi- 
tion act;  it  cannot  affect  their  emoluments.  I 
have  understood  that  the  independency  of  the  judi- 
ciary  was  regulated  by  the  greater  or  less  perma- 
nency in  the  tenure  of  their  office,  and  the  greater 
or  lesa  certainty  in  the  payment  of  their  fixed 
salaries. 

Bnt  I  must  be^  leave  to  differ  from  the  honora- 
ble ffentleman  when  he  informs  us  that  our  inde- 
penooit  jodiciaiy  is  the  bulwark  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people.  By  which  be  must  mean,  defend- 
era  of  the  people  against  the  oppressions  of  the 
GovemmenL  From  what  I  witnessed  in  the 
years  1798. 1799,  and  1800, 1  never  shall,  I  never 
can,  consider  our  judiciary  as  the  bulwark  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  The  people  must  look  out 
for  other  bulwarks  for  their  liberties.  I  have  the 
most  profound  respect  for  the  learning,  talents, 
and  int^rity,  of  the  honorable  judges  who  fill  our 
Federal  Itench.  But,  if  those  who  carried  into 
effKt  the  sedition  act  are  to  be  called  the  people's 
defenders,  it  must  be  for  nearly  the  same  reason 
that  the  Fates  were  called  Paroa—^ia  nonparce- 
bani.  It  would  be  a  subject  of  curious  investiga- 
tioD,  how  br  the  judiciary,  from  the  earliest  times 
to  toe  present,  have  been  the  defenders  of  the  peo- 
ple's liberties  asainst  the  oppressions  of  Govern- 
ment }  how  mucn  their  zml  has  been  increased  or 
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diminished  by  the  certainty  or  uncertainty  in  the 
tenure  of  office ;  how  far  by  an  increase  or  dimi- 
nution of  salary ;  how  much  it  has  been  affected 
by  a  fear  of  loss  of  office  or  salary  on  one  side, 
or  the  hope  of  further  promotion  or  increase  of 
salary  on  the  other.  But  such  speculations  at 
present  are  unnecessary. 

An  observation  or  two  more,  and  I  will  trespass 
no  longer  upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate. 

I  hope  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement 
will  not  prevail.  1  hope  that  we  shall  pass  the 
resolution;  that  we  shall  restore  to  Matthew  Lyon 
the  money  that  has  been  extorted  from  him ;  and, 
more  especially,  I  hope  we  shall,  as  far  as  in  us 
lies,  reiwir  the  tveach  made  in  our  Constitution  by 
the  sedition  acL  Bnt  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia  sees  no  such  breach,  but  thinks  we 
shall  make  one  by  adopting  the  present  resolution: 
and  he  now  implores  us  not  to  disturb  this  sacred 
instrument  of  our  Union,  which  he  considers  as 
the  sun  of  our  political  firmament.  We  gaze  upon 
the  meridian  sun  till  we  are  dazzled  with  his 
splendors,  and  can  see  none  of  his  imperfections. 
But,  if  we  view  him  through  a  misty  atmosphere, 
or,  in  imitation  of  cbUdreUj  through  a  smoked 
glass,  we  have  a  less  splendid,  but  more  distinct 
view  of  this  luminary.  We  see  the  dark  spots 
which  deform  his  disc.  So  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, taking  a  lofty  view  of  the  sun  of  our  politi- 
cal firmament^  through  an  attenuated  atmosphere, 
is  dazzled  with  its  splendor— sees  nothing  Imt 
light  and  perfection.  But,  if  he  would  conde- 
scend to  view  it  through  a  more  obscure  and  dense 
medium,  he  would  see  in  this  luminary  certain 
dark  spots,  indicative  of  decay.  He  would  per- 
ceive, sir,  that  its  first  amendment,  once  its  most 
resplendent  limb,  is  now  obscured  in  dim  eclipse, 
shorn  of  its  beams,  shedding  around  "disastrous 
twilight." 

Wnen  Mr.  D.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  MoBRiL  spoke  at  length  against  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Roberts  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolutions. 
Mr.  Dama  replied  to  Mr.  R.  and  others;  and 
the  Senate  adjonrned. 


SATtTBOAY,  January  20. 

The  Pbesioent  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting,  for  the  use 
of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  sixty  copies  of  the 
Naval  Register  for  the  year  1821 ;  and  the  letter 
was  read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  tub  Uhiteo  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Uruted  Statea  .■ 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  4th  instant,  "  requesting  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  informa- 
tion be  may  have,  aa  to  the  power  or  authority  which 
belonmd  to  Don  John  Bonaventnra  Morales  and  to 
the  Baron  Carondelet,  to  grant  and  diapase  of  the 
lands  of  Spain  in  Loniuana,  preTionsIy  to  the  year 
1803"— I  tranamit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  snhmittinff  a  latter  of  the  Commiaakiner  of 
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Ui«  Graertl  Land  Ottee,  with  tha  doeanMit  to  wlddi 

it  refen. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

JixvART  le,  1831. 

The  Message  and  aceompanytDg  doenments 
were  read. 

Nehemiab  R.  Kniqht,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Proridrace  Plantations,  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  James  Bunrill,  jr.,  pro- 
duced bis  credentials,  was  qaalified,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  credentials  of  Jaueb  Noble,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Lwislature  of  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commenciiig  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next,  were  read,  and  laid  on 
file. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Archibald  Gracie,  and  sons,  and  others, 
shipowners  and  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  prayine  an  extension  of  the  time  allowed 
by  law  for  unlading  ships  and  vessels  arriring  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States;  and  the  memorial 
was  read  and  refecred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

The  bill,  reported  yesterday  by  Mr.  Horsey, 
from  the  Committee  on  ike  District  of  Columbia, 
authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lots  on  the  paUic 
reservation  numbered  10,  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, (the  lots  on  C  and  on  4i  streets,)  was  read  a 
second  time. 

SEDITIOJI  LAW— MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  declaring  the  late  sedition  law  un- 
constitntional,and  to  indemnify  those  who  suffered 
damages  under  it — ^the  motion  of  Mi.  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  made  some  days  ago,  to  postpone  the  re- 
solutions indefinitely,  lieing  still  under  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  Barbddr  again  addressed  the  Senate  in 
support  of  the  resolutions,  and  in  reply  to  their 
opponents. 

Mr.  Smith  also  again  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Babboifr  and  others  who  advocated  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Macon  likewise  spoke  again  in  supjiKwt  of 
the  resolutions,  and  in  defence  of  the  opinions  he 
had  previously  advanced. 

Mr,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  spoke  at  length  as^inst 
postponing  the  resolutions,  though  he  preferred 
legblating  for  ihe  particular  case  of  Matthew 
Lyon. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  spoke  again  to  vindi- 
cate his  opposition  to  these  resolutions. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  indefinite 
pos^nement  of  the  resolutions,  and  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

TiAB— Messrs.  Chandler,  Dsns,  Eaton,  Elliott, 
Ostllsrd,  Horsey,  Hooter,  Johnson  of  Louisisns,  Kin; 
of  New  York,  Lsiunan,  Lloyd,  Mills,  Morril,  Noble, 
Otb,  Pslmer,  Psrwtt,  Pinknej,  Smith,  Taylor,  Tich- 
enor,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Ueorgia,  and  Williams  of 
TsnnsssBB  84. 

Nats— ■MsiSH.Baibour,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Hohnes  of  Missisi^pl,  Joluwn  of  Kan- 
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tneky,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Pleasants, 
Roberts,  Rngglea,  6aQjbrd,  Stokes,  Talbot,  llomas, 
Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Williama  of  Mia- 
•issippi — 19. 

So  the  report  and  resolutions  were  rejected. 

Mr.  Barbocr  then  gave  notice  that  he  should 
on  Monday  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  Uil  for  the 
relief  of  Matthew  Lyon. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  Talbot  communicated  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  which  were  read : 

'*  Whereas  many  of  the  dtisana  of  Ibis  Common- 
wealth, allured  by  the  prospect  of  inereasiDg  their 
wealth,  or  procuring  a  more  deurable  home  for  thom- 
aelvea  or  their  posterity,  which  the  aDintarmptod 
growth  of  the  Western  country  presented  le  activity 
and  entei^rise,  became  purchasers  of  the  ptdilio  lands 
of  the  United  States,  under  a  weU-fbonded  eonfldeaee 
that  the  earnings  of  honest  labor,  the  profits  of  bir 
trade,  or  the  sale  of  their  other  propeitj,  would  spee- 
dily enable  them  to  fulfil  Uieir  enfagemMits  la  the 
public:  Whereas  the  unexpected  depresaion  in  the 
price  of  labor  and  of  property,  the  staipiatioa  of  trade, 
and  the  derangement  of  the  local  currency  in  the 
Western  States,  rendering  it  unfit  for  the  paymMt  of 
dues  at  the  several  land  offices,  have  darkened  the 
biiest  prospects,  deprived  the  poblic  debtoc*  of  their 
power  to  fblfll  engagements  made  in  good  faith,  and 
dmiwn  upon  them  and  their  eenntiy  an  accumulated 
load  debt  and  distress,  iridch  no  foresi^t  ooidd 
avert  and  no  exertion  can  remove :  Whereas,  in  ad- 
dition to  all  these  events,  the  Congren  of  the  United 
SUtes  have,  by  the  act  of  April,  1630,  reducing  the 
price  of  puUie  lands,  dnirivea  the  debtors  of  their  last 
resource,  and  rendered  them  unaUe  to  sell  aoy  part  of 
their  purchases,  and  thereby  laiaa  the  means  to  flilfil 
their  engagemenU ;  by  whidi  events  and  aot  the  aaid 
purchaaera  ore  in  danger  not  only  of  forfeiting  their 
whole  purchases,  but  of  losing  the  money  already  paid, 
and  are  reduced  to  the  hnmUe  necessity  of  resigning 
themselves  to  their  fate,  or  soliciting  indulgence  for  an 
indefinite  period  at  tbe  hand  of  their  Govemment, 
with  expense  to  themselves  and  injury  to  their  coun- 
try :  And  whereas  it  is  not  tbe  interest  or  policy  of  a 
free  Government  to  push  the  dtiien  beyond  bis  abili- 
ty, nor  rigidly  exact  a  forfeiture  of  hb  proper^  w^eo 
such  penalty  is  neither  merited  by  any  wilfial  delin- 
quency, nor  useful  in  affi)rding  a  salutary  public  ex- 
ample, it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly, 
tbe  duty  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  as  it  is 
within  their  power,  to  relieve  the  parchasars  of  poUic 
lands  from  this  oppressive  debt,  on  terms  equitable  to 
them  and  just  to  the  Government :  Wherefore, 

"Sttohed  iy  iie  Senate  and  Houte  of  R^pretentth 
tiva  of  the  CommeniBeaUk  of  Keniudcy,  That  ear 
Senatoia  in  Congresa  be  instmeted,  and  our  B^tre- 
sentativea  requested,  to  use  thmr  exertions  to  procure 
the  psssage  of  a  law  permitting  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  at  private  sale  to  apply  ibe  instalments  al- 
ready paid  to  tho  payment  in  full  for  such  portion  of 
their  purchases  as  such  inatalments  may  be  adequate 
to  pay  for,  at  llw  price  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  to 
relinquidi  the  balance  of  their  purchases  to  the  United 
States. 

**ilesoAiei^  That  our  Bmatota  and  itq>reaenlativsa 
in  CeagrSBS  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  veqneated  to 
present  the  foregolBg  preamble  and  lesolnthm  to  the 

Digitized  by  Google 


213 


HISTORY  OF  CONaRBSS 


214 


Jancabt,  tS21. 


RtUef  to  land  Pwdteuerg. 


Sshah. 


ScDtta  and  Hooae  of  HapnamtatirM*  of  whkdi  Ihoy 
arejnnabcn* 

'«Atteat:       J.  C.  BSECKENRIDGE, 

"  Seereiary." 

MoNDAYj  January  22. 
Mr.  R0BBBT6  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Bioren,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Fielding  Lucas,  jr., 
of  Baltimore,  booksellers,  proposing  to  sell  to  Got- 
emment  a  certain  namber  oicopies  of  the  edition 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  published  by  said 
Bioren  and  others,  and  to  print  a  dxth  Tohime,  to 
eontaia  all  anfaaeqiMnt  kws  to  the  close  of  the 
prcarat  sesiifni  Congress,  tuder  the  anthortty 
and  patnmage  of  Congress  1  at^thememtnialiras 
rea^  and  rwerred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndi- 
cianr. 

Bu.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Ana 
Hodge,  rdict  of  George  Hodge,  deceased,  late  a 
boatswain  in  the  Nary  of  the  United  Stales,  pray- 
ing to  be  remnnerated  for  the  loss  of  household 
furniture,  occasioned  by  the  burning  of  the  nary 
yard  at  Washington,  in  the  year  1814 }  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Dofason  and  son,  booksellers  of  Philaddphia,  pray- 
ing that  an  act  may  be  passed  authorizing  the 
purchase  from  them  of  six  hundred  craies  of 
"Sevhert^  Statistical  Amiala  of  the  United  states," 
fiir-Uie  use  of  Qoremment ;  and  the  petitim  was 
resi^^u^l^bTC^to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 

Mr.  Pleabaitts,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pcdtton  of 
Thomas  Shields,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  concerning  Thomas  Shields  and  others: 
and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that^  to- 
morrow, he  sfatHild  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
estaUutb  a  port  of  entry  at  Blakeley,  in  the  State 
of  Atobaroa. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  Ifith  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
PuUie  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  mhabitants 
of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri 
Temlory,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes ;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

REUEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  to  extend  relief  to  the  purchasers  of  the  pnUic 
lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820. 

When  the  bill  was  last  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Eaton  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee (HI  the  Piddic  Lands,  with  instructions  to» 

1st.  Make  the  ptorisions  of  the  bill  appUeablo  to 
ttuMo  pmr^asfri  of  public  lands  onlj  who  have  pnr* 
cfasoed  at  pnl^  sale  since  the  SOlfa  mj  of  Deesmber, 

isi0. 

ad.  And  with  inetractionB  to  extend  the  contempla- 
Ud  nlief  to  naae  bat  those  who,  en  or  bafore  the  30th 
day  of  Oetohar  hat.  had  made  a  setUement  on  the 
lands  by  then  ao  pnrchaaed,  deftninf  and  censidoriag 


the  setUemont  of  an^  quarter  asction,  a  settlameot  of 
all  oontiguoas  and  adjoining  land,  not  exceedins  two 
entire  sections. 

3d.  And  with  instroctions  to  extend  the  contempla- 
ted relief  to  no  section  on  which  any  town  ni»  niava 
been  laid  0%  and  the  h>ts  sold  by  any  individual  or 
company  of  iatUTidnali. 

Mr.  EaTon  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of 
bis  motion,  and  to  show  that  the  oUl,  unamended 
in  the  mode  he  proposed,  would  be  defectiTe. 

Mr.  Thomas  Driefiy  opposed  the  recommitment, 
because  it  would  proddce  delay. 

Mr.  J0BN8ON,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  motion 
to  recommit,  and  advocated  the  oiU  at  coiuider^ 
able  length.   Mr.  J.  »poke  as  follows : 

The  system  of  relief,  said  Mr.  Johnson,  which 
the  bill  provides,  is  embraced  in  two  propositions : 
Firiit,  the  nower  to  relinquish  that  portion  of  the 
land  whicn  is  entered,  but  not  paid  for,  and  to  ob- 
tain a  patent  for  what  is  paid  for ;  secondly,  in- 
dulgence for  eight  or  ten  years,  by  annual  instal- 
mentSj  without  interest,  to  those  who  prefer 
retaining  the  whole  amount  purchased.  In  the 
former  case,  it  is  »  constructed  as  not  to  deran|[e 
the  surras,  or  to  produce  any  loss  ox  inoonrem- 
enoe  by  uterfering  with  the  system  upon  which 
sales  are  now  maw.  Under  the  {wesoit  taws,  our 
public  lands  are  surveyed  in  ranges  of  six  miles 
wide,  and,bytraD8verselines,atthesamedistances, 
divided  into  townships,  as  they  are  technically 
calledj  of  six  miles  square,  numoered  from  a  line 
of  latitude  taken  for  the  basis,  aud  a  meridiu  of 
longitude.  These  townships  are  each  subdivided 
into  thirty-six  sections,  01  a  mile  square,  or  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  these  sections  asain 
subdivided  into  oblong  rectangles  of  one-eightn  of 
a  section,  or  eighty  acres  each,  and  all  divided  by 
lines  nmning  With  the  four  cardinal  points.  When 
the  sales  are  made  for  which  moneys  are  now  due, 
the  smallest  sub-division  was  one  hundred  ana 
sixty  acres,  the  fourth  pert  of  a  section ;  and,  if  a 
purchaser  is  now  indetMed  for  the  smallest  pur- 
chase which  he  could  then  make,  he  may  now 
relinquish  one-half  of  that  purchase,  without  de- 
rangement to  the  msent  system.  The  provision 
made  in  the  bill  wnich  is  now  proposed,  carefully 
guards  this  point  If  the  purchaser  shall  choose  to 
avail  himself  of  the  provision,  he  can  relinquish 
only  such  aliquot  part  of  a  section  as  shall  form 
the  proper  division,  agreeably  to  the  present  sy^s- 
tem.  The  purchases  made,  which  this  bill  will 
embrace  are  either  a  section,  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres ;  three-fourths  of  a  section,  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres;  a  haJf  section,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres ;  or  a  quarter  section,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres.  In  every  case,  at  least  one-fourth 
part  of  the  purchase  money  was  paid  within  fbrtr 
days  of  the  time  of  application ;  another  fourtn 
part  was  required  to  be  paid  in  two  years ;  another 
m  three  years;  the  remainder  in  foin  years:  and, 
in  case  any  part  shall  be  ddayed  till  the  expi- 
ration of  five  years  from  the  day  of  application, 
the  land  is  re-sold ;  and,  unless  some  person  shall 
advance  cash  in  hand  for  wluit  is  due,  the  land 
reverts  to  the  United  States,  and  the  wtu^e  of  the 
money  paid  upon  it,  improvements  and  all,  are 
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forfeited,  and  the  industrious,  frag&It  but  more  un- 
fortunate husbandman,  sent  adrift  with  his  family, 
and  dejirived  of  all  the  fruits  of  his  honest  labors. 
Now,  sir,  the  bill  before  you  proposes,  that,  in  such 
cases,  the  purchaser  may  still  be  rescued  from  the 
grasp  of  penury  and  famine,  in  a  land  of  plenty, 
by  pennitting  him  to  retain  so  much  of  the  land 
as  the  moneys  paid  by  him  will  actually  purchase, 
at  the  price  of  the  original  entry,  not  rarying  in 
i^uanti^  or  form  from  the  present  legal  sub^ivi- 
8ion,ana  to  relinquish  the  r^aindor— anroposition 
that  every  honorable  member  of  this  House  would 
accede  to,  under  siniUar  circumstaneea,  in  his  own 
ifLdividual  tniDsacti(»is  with  a  poor  and  unfortu- 
nate debtor. 

The  second  proposition  is  equally  necessary  to 
screen  the  purchaser  from  loss,  and  will  equally 
secure  the  Government  against  any  sacrifice.  If 
a  purchaser  shall  have  entered  a  quarter  section, 
(one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,)  and  shall  have  paid 
thereon  only  eighty  dollars,  the  first  instalment,  it 
will  not  entitle  nim  to  a  patent  for  any  part  of  nis 
purchase,  as  it  will  not  have  paid  for  eighty  acres ; 
or,  if  he  shall  have  entered  tnree-quarter  sections, 
(four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,)  and  paid  thereon 
only  one  instalment,  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars, 
he  will  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eighty  acres, 
amoiuiting  to  one  hundred  and  mxty  dollars ;  but 
the  remaining  eighty  dollars  most  be  lost  to  him, 
unless  relief  6e  extended,  by  grantiiig  him  time  to 
complete  his  payment  for  an  additional  quantity 
of  land.  But  most  of  these  purchasers  have  paid 
morethao  the  firstinstalment.  They  are  generally 
an  industrious,  economical  class  of  citizens,  who, 
when  they  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  collect 
small  sums  in  return  for  their  labor,  pay  them  over 
to  the  land  ofiBces,  as  partial  liquidations  of  the 
instalments  due,  or  becoming  due,  for  their  lands, 
cheered  by  the  animating  prospect  of  being  able 
one  day  to  call  that  little  portion  of  the  wilderness 
on  which  their  industry  is  creatingperpetual  smiles, 
their  own.  But  alt  payments  which  either  exceed 
or  fall  short  of  equal  sums  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars,  the  amount  of  purchase  money  for 
the  nnallest  legal  division  of  public  land,  must  be 
forevor  lost  to  them  and  their  fiimilies,  unless  the 
time  shall  also  be  extmded,  by  which  they  may 
complete  their  payment  for  these  aliquot  parts  of 
a  section.  One  other  course,  it  is  true,  might  se- 
cure these  over  payments,  which  would  be,  to 
grant  them  certificates  for  such  surplmes,  receiv- 
able in  payment  for  public  lands;  but  no  such 
provision  is  contained  in  the  bill,  and  the  relief 
proposed  will  be  more  for  the  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment,  and  quite  as  accommodating  to  the  gen- 
erality of  those  interested. 

Let  us  have  some  regard  to  the  character  of 
those  who  need  this  relief.  I  mean  the  great  body 
of  this  population,  which  must  suffer  without  it. 
The  question  may  seem  to  be  local,  from  the  par- 
ticular interests  which  it  involves;  but  no  subject 
can,  in  realitv,  have  a  more  extensive  operation. 
It  embraces  tne  eitizena  of  every  section  of  er^ 
State  in  the  Union ;  and  the  most  useful  and  vir- 
tuous class  of  citizens,  the  hones^  industrious  far- 
men^  by  whose  labors  life  and  vigor  are  imparted 
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to  every  other,  and  from  whose  persevering  enter- 
prise our  country  derives  all  its  treasures.  These 
citizens  have  left  their  homes,  to  subdue  the  wil- 
derness, and  raaice  it  subservient  to  the  welfare  of 
man,  toere  to  provide  a  home  for  themselves  and 
their  numerous  offspring.  With  this  class  of  cit- 
izens the  security  oi  our  liberties,  and  the  energies 
of  the  Government  rest.  To  them  we  owe  our 
national  safety  and  {vosperity.  Virtue  and  inde- 
pendence, when  exiled  from  every  other  class,  find 
an  asylum  with  them.  They  alnady  form  an  im- 
pr^aUe  barrier  against  territorial  invasion ;  and 
It  IS  a  duty  which  the  Government  owes  no  less 
to  itself  than  to  them,  to  protect  them  from  injust- 
ice, from  injury,  from  nun.  Withhold  the  relief 
which  their  peculiar  necessities  now  demand,  and 
you  give  a  ueadly  Uow  to  the  brightest  hopes  of 
the  nation.  Itwillbelikerefusingthekindoffices 
of  paternal  care  to  a  perishing  chUd,  who,  if  nour- 
ished, is  destined  to  be  your  support  and  comfort 
in  declining  age. 

There  may  be  some  exceptions  to  this  descrip- 
tion of  character,  but  the  proportion  is  very  small ; 
and  a  good  man  will  not  leave  all  his  children  to 
starve,  lest  the  sons  of  strangers  eat  their  crumbs. 
All  have  paid  their  money,  all  are  citizens,  and 
we  can  make  no  discrimination.  None  will  re- 
ceive relirf  beyond  what  justice  warrants;  the 
Government  will  lose  nothing  by  any,  and  the 
measure,  even  in  rdation  to  the  least  meritorious, 
is  founded  in  reason  and  equity.  If  any  difficulty 
shall  seem  to  exist  in  correctly  designating  the 
part  to  be  relinquished,  it  is  easily  surmounted  by 
the  proposition  which  I  have  the  honor  to  make ; 
that  when  actual  settlements  are  made,  the  part 
retained  shall  include  the  improvement,  or  such 
part  of  them  as  shall  be  contained  within  a  regu- 
lar legal  division  of  the  section ;  and  when  no 
improvements  are  made  the  division  to  be  decided 
by  lot.  This  will  remove  every  difficulty  which 
might  arise  from  submitting  the  decision  to  either 
of  the  parties. 

Those  citizens  have  a  claim  to  the  consideration 
oftheOovemmentfoundedinequity.  Theamount 
due  to  the  Government  for  sales  of  jiuUic  lands  is 
something  less  than  twenty-four  millions  of  dol- 
lars. For  lands  on  which  that  amount  is  due, 
there  cannot  have  been  paid  less  than  ei^t  mil- 
lions of  dollars — one-fourth  part  of  the  purchase- 
money.  And  if  one-half  has  been  paid,  then  the 
money  actually  received  is  equal  to  the  whole 
amount  due.  It  is  most  probable  that  at  least  twelve 
millions  have  been  paid ;  and  if  the  rdief  shall  be 
denied,  this  amount — the  fruit  of  honest  industry, 
drawn  from  the  most  virtuous  and  useful  class  of 
the  community,  the  laboring  husbandmen,  into  the 
public  Treasury — must  be  forfeited  and  lost  for- 
ever. Now,  sir,  let  me  inquire  who  among  us  is 
so  lost  to  justice — so  hardened  against  the  cries  of 
suffering  mnocmce — that  he  would  give  his  voice 
thus  to  fill  the  cup  of  misery,  by  rej^enishing  the 
national  coffers  with  twelve  millions  of  dollars 
from  this  meritorious  class  of  citizens,  and  thai 
deprive  them  of  ih%  very  lands  which  were  designed 
to  oe  purchased  by  that  money  ?  Let  us  bring  this 
to  a  case  betwixt  individuals.   Suppose  one  man 
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^Uls  to  another  a  tract  of  land  for  four  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  in  four  annual  instalments. 
The  purchaser  pay-i  the  two  first  instalments,  (two 
thousand  dollars,)  and  is  unable  to  pay  the  bal- 
ance. In  such  a  case,  what  would  be  tne  course 
of  an  honors  Ue  man — one  who  lored  justice — who 
acted  upon  the  solden  rule,  "  Whatsoever  ye  would 
that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto 
them  ?"  Would  he  deprive  the  honest  laborer  of 
the  hard-earned  money  which  he  bad  paid  him, 
and  triumphing  in  the  misfortune  of  bis  neighbor, 
drive  him,  with  his  helpless  babes,  a  houseless, 
hon^cB  vagrantj  upon  the  charities  oi  an  unfiiend- 
ly  world  1  No,  str ;  he  woald  first  inquire  whether 
tne  failure  to  pay  the  residue  had  operated  so  as 
to  satrject  him  to  any  considerable  loss.  He  would 
next  mquire  whether  the  land  could  be  divided, 
without  injury,  so  as  to  convey  to  the  purchaser 
the  worth  of  the  money  he  had  actually  paid.  He 
would  then  investigate  the  cause  of  the  fiiilure — 
whether  it  had  originated  in  a  fraudulent  design 
of thepurchaser.  Beiogsatisfiedonallthesepoints, 
that  DO  special  injuiy  had  arisen  to  himself  in 
consequence  of  the  failure ;  that  the  premises  mieht 
he  divided  without  injury  or  inconvenience ;  that 
the  purchaser  bad  failed  to  complete  the  ^yment 
through  pure  misfortune, — he  would,  without  a 
moment's  hesitation,  either  return  him  the  money 
or  divide  the  land,  and  convey  so  much  as  the  pay- 
ment made  would  cover.  Such,  sir,  is  preeiaely 
the  case  before  tis.  The  j^urchasers  of  public  lands 
do  not  solicit  yonr  charity.  Donations  are  not 
called  fm.  Abatement  in  the  price  of  the  land  is 
Dot  expected.  But  they  ia^ilore  what  they  have  a 
moral  right  to  demand—they  implore  your  justice. 
Confirm  them  in  the  possession  of  what  they  have 
paid  for,  at  the  price  stipulated  in  the  purchase, 
and  give  them  the  privilege  of  relinquishing  the 
remaiader ;  and  where  their  payments  do  not  exact- 
ly cover  the  legal  rectangle,  for  where  they  have 
extended  improvements  over  the  different  parts  of 
the  purchase,  that  they  may  receive  quid  pro  quo 
for  their  moneys,  or,  that  they  may  enjoy  tae  ben- 
efit of  their  improvements,  extend  toe  time  for 
paying  the  balance.  This  is  what  justice  warrants 
them  to  expect  and  is  only  continuing  the  princi- 
ple which  the  Qovemment  has  acted  apm  in 
former  cases. 

When  times  were  more  prointionB  than  at  pres- 
eat,  rdief  has  been  repeatedly  extended  to  others. 
Parchasers  of  lands  between  the  Miami  rivers,  to 
whom  a  right  of  preemption  was  given  in  consid- 
eratiooof  todrcontract  with  John  Cteves  Symmes, 
were  at  Snt  required  to  pay  the  whole  purchase- 
moner  in  three  annual  instalments.  The  inabil- 
ity of  many  lo  comply,  rendered  it  necessary  to 
forfeit  their  claims,  or  extend  the  time.  The  lib- 
eral course  was  adopted ;  and,  after  several  years 
bad  elapsed,  and  relief  more  than  once  had  been 

S anted  them,  a  law  was  passed  which  permitted 
em  to  hold  the  lands  and  liquidate  the  balances 
by  six  annual  instalments,  without  interest.  On 
several  occasions,  relief  has  been  granted  to  other 
purchasers,  by  extending  the  time  of  payment, 
when  their  claims  to  indulgence  were  far  less  than 
at  pteamt.    Bat  why  shwld  we-witbhold  relirf 


Sehatb. 


at  this  hour  of  unparalleled  pressure  and  distress? 
On  a  more  auspicious  day,  these  citizens  became 
purchasers  of  toe  public  domain,  when  the  pros- 

¥ict  of  a  fair  remuneration  invited  to  industry, 
hey  cheerfully  endured  the  toils  and, privations 
incident  to  their  undertakings,  in  prospect  of  hap- 

Iiier  days.  Returning  to  tneir  shelter,  from  the 
abors  of  the  day.  gladness  sparkled  in  their  eyes, 
and  the  smile  of  nope  beamed  in  their  countenan- 
ces, as  their  little  ones  hailed  their  approach,  be- 
cause fortune  promised  them  a  long  and  comfort- 
able abode.  Shall  these  smiles  of  innocence  be 
followed  with  tears  of  anguish  and  disappoint- 
ment? Shall  the  labor  of  the  parent  he  forfeited 
and  the  hope  of  infiiiiey  be  hlaffited  forever,  when 
we  can,  without  detriment  to  the  pablic  interest, 
still  fan  the  heavenly  flame  ?  The  voice  of  jus- 
tice, the  voice  of  mercy,thevoiceof  God, forbid  it. 
The  times  are  now  cbaneed.  The  products  of 
their  labor  and  their  lands  find  noplace  in  market, 
or  will  command  no  money,  in  comparison  with 
what  they  once  would  do.  It  would  be  the  height 
of  injustice  and  oppression  to  seize  upon  this  oc- 
casion to  deprive  them  of  their  homes,  and  reduce 
them  to  all  the  horrors  of  wretchedness  and  des- 
pair. They  can  still  live,  and  exhibit  all  the  joys 
of  contentment,  if  you  will  afford  them  this  relief. 
If  they  cannot  get  money,  they  can  furnish  the 
comforts  of  life  without  i^aua  cheerfulness  will 
still  rest  in  their  bosoms.  They  are  now  vraiting 
in  awful  suspense  the  resalt  of  this  proposition — 
in  anxious  solicitude,  betwixt  hope  and  despair, 
whether  the  arrival  of  the  courier  will  sound  the 
trump  of  their  jubilee,  or  ring  the  knell  of  their 
departed  happiness. 

It  is  necessary  for  us  to  look  into  the  reaftons  for 
fixioff  this  penalty  to  the  law  under  which  these 
purchases  were  made.  It  originated  in  a  policy 
to  influence  punctuality  on  the  part  of  parcbasers, 
and  to  prevent  an  accumulation  of  the  debts  due 
from  individuals  to  the  Government.  That  rea- 
son exists  no  longer.  The  old  system  of  credit  is 
abolished,  and  the  debts,  therefore,  never  can  ac- 
cumulate. In  doing  away  this  reason,  you  haiye 
also  diminished  the  means  of  payment ;  by  require 
ing  prompt  payment  for  all  lands  sold,  which 
drains  the  money  from  those  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, and  by  diminishing  the  price  of  lands  in  re- 
ducing the  minimBTO  uom  two  dollars  to  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Thus  yon 
have  at  onee  renewed  the  objections  to  relief  and 
by  the  same  act  increased  the  necessity  of  that 
relief. 

When  the  purchases  were  made,  there  existed  a 
stroiu^  pretext  for  the  enforcing  of  the  penalty. 
The  law  provides,  that  when  those  lands  shall  be 
offered  for  sale,  if  they  fetch  more  than  the  balance 
due  the  United  States,  including  interest  and  costs, 
the  surplus  shall  be  re^idtothe  original  purchaser: 
and  when  the  circulating  medium  was  great,  and 
but  few  forfeitures  were  made,  the  lands  might 
command  a  price  which  would  partially  remune- 
rate him  for  his  improvements ;  but  now,  when 
the  circulating  medium  is  almost  entirdy  with- 
drawn, nearly  all  the  lands  must  be  forfeitra,  and 
there  is  not  one-twentieth  part  of  the  moitey  m  all 
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the  Statn  and  territmies  together,  where  these 
lands  lie,  necessary  to  pay  the  balances  due  upon 
them. 

The  Government  is  bound  in  justice  to  grant 
the  relief;  and  these  citizens  have  a  moral  ri^ht 
to  demand  it.  It  may  be  classed  amons  the  im- 
perfect rights;  imperfect,  only  because  they  hare 
not  the  legal  nor  physical  power  to  enforce  the  de- 
mand ;  but  the  right,  in  its  binding  efficacy  upon 
the  conscience,  is  perfect  and  complete ;  the  same 
as  a  father's  perfect  right,  in  morality  and  religion, 
to  demand  honor  and  gratitude  from  his  son ;  but 
the  right  is  impierfeet  in  law,  because  he  cannot 
legally  enforce  it. 

in  the  case  of  the  purchaser  of  the  paUic  land, 
there  is  an  equity  of  redemption  in  his  favor.  This 
wwd  is  technical  in  the  languaee  of  the  law,  and 
is  nfenml  to  a  priDciple  estauiuied  between  mort- 
gagers and  mortgagees.  In  the  case  of  a  mortgage 
oenreoi  citizens,  a  court  of  equity  will  not  con- 
sider  the  mortgaged  premises  vested  in  the  mort- 
gagee, though  the  party  who  has  given  the  mort- 
gage fails  to  pay  the  money  on  a  day  certain,  fixed 
by  express  contract  in  writing.  So  uniform  hare 
been  the  decisions  of  courts  of  etmity  in  these 
cases,  that  the  principle  is  uniTersally  established, 
even  beyond  controversy,  that  whatever  number 
of  years  may  have  elapsed,  the  party  has  a  right  to 
redeem  his  mortgaged  premises,  by  paying  the 
principal  and  interest  oi  the  sum  for  whicn  the 
mortgage  was  given;  and  in  no  case,  can  the 
iwopartjr  mortgaged  be  sold,  nor  the  fee  simple 
vested  in  the  mortgagee,  but  by  a  foreclosare  of 
Uie  mor^ge,  and  a  decree  of  the  court  of  chan- 
cery. The  cases  may  not  be  exactly  similar ;  but 
the  resemblance  is  sufficiently  strong  to  »how  that 
the  equitjr  of  redemption,  if  we  may  use  the  ex- 
pression, 18  as  great  in  favor  of  the  j)archasers  of 
public  lands,  uad  against  the  right  oi  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  depive  them  of  their  domains. 

According  to  the  former  system  of  our  land 
laws,  the  purchaser  had  the  right  to  purchase  by 
prompt  payment,  or  by  instalments;  nit  he  could 
no|  purchase  even  the  smallest  subdivision  by 
prmnpt  payment,  so  as  to  procure  a  patent  for  his 
land,  and  thus  secure  it  to  himself  and  his  heirs, 
for  less  than  9^64  40,  exclusive  of  discount.  The 
poor  man,  then,  who  cotUd  command  but  a  little 
sum,  was  under  the  necessity  of  purchasing  upon 
the  terms  of  credit  which  the  law  proTided.  Now 
he  can  purchase  the  amonnt  of  a  legal  subdivi- 
sion, BO  acres,  so  as  to  obtain  hb  patent,  for  9100. 
Suppose,  sir,  the  poor  man,  four  years  since,  enter- 
ed the  smallest  quantity  which  could  then  be  pur- 
chased, 160  acres,  and  paid  upon  it  80  dollars  at 
the  time  of  entry,  and  two  years  thereafter  he 
paid  the  second  instalment,  80  dollars  more,  mak- 
ing together  160  dollars ;  there  is  no  doubt  that, 
could  he  have  the  right  of  brioging  his  case  into 
a  court  of  equity,  aslie  might  do  against  an  indi- 
vidual, the  court  would  establish  this  principle — 
that  the  failure,  being  without  fraud,  and  the  point 
bung  ceded,  as  in  this  case,  that  the  division  was 
neither  injurious  nor  inconvenient  to  the  seller, 
the  uaforttuate  purchaser  should  he  confimted  in 
hia  efaum  to  60  aores,  the  amoimt  which  he  hftd 


actually  paid  for  at  the  or^nal  price.  The  chan- 
cellor would  say.  "  as  no  fraud  has  been  commit- 
'  ted  by  the  purcnaser;  as  the  means  of  payment 
'  are  cut  off  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  circulating 

*  medium,  producing  great  calamity  and  distress, 
'  beyond  both  the  control  and  foresight  of  either 
'  party ;  and  as  the  Gtovemment,  by  chanzing  the 

*  system  and  reducing  the  price  of  lands,  has  con- 
'  tributed  much  more  than  the  purchaser  to  his 
'  inability  to  pay,  the  loss  to  the  purchaser  is  still 
'  sufficiently  great ;  for,  had  he  saved  his  money 
'  till  this  time,  one  hundred  dollars  would  have 
<  purchased  all  that  he  now  claims  for  the  pay- 

*  raent  of  160  dollars ;  he  shall  therefore  be  con- 
'  finned  in  his  claim." 

The  provision  for  ertending  the  time  of  |My- 
ment  mizht  be  more  doubtful  in  a  court  of  equity, 
but  not  less  necessary  to  secure  to  the  honest 
laborer  the  reward  of  hb  industry,  and  measure 
out  to  him  the  full  enp  of  justice.  The  Govern- 
ment will  thereby  receive  a  higher  price  for  the 
lands  thus  obtained  than  to  suffer  them  to  revert, 
and  at  the  same  time  promote  the  interests  of  the 
most  deserving  class  of  the  community.  In  many 
CBS»  iniustice  will  be  done  to  the  purchasers,  and 
ruin  will  fall  upon  their  families  without  it.  The 
benefit  will  be  almost  exclusively  in  favor  of  the 
poor,  whom  it  is  a  public  duty  to  protect.  A  per- 
son has  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and 
paid  the  first  instalment,  according  to  law,  at  the 
time  of  purchase.  By  the  sweat  of  his  brow  he 
has  since  raised  forty  dollars,  with  which  he  has 
made  a  partial  payment  upon  die  second  instal- 
ment. The  price  was  two  dollars  per  acre,  and 
he  has  paid  one  hundijed  and  twenty.  The  pres- 
sure of  the  times  renders  it  impossible  for  him  to 
procure  money ;  and  as  the  sum  paid  will  not 
cover  the  purchase  of  eighty  acres,  he  must  lose  all 
that  he  has  paid,  unless  you  extend  the  time.  This, 
sir,  is  not  an  imaginary,  but  a  real  case:  not  a 
solitary  case,  for  hundreds,  and  even  thousands,  of 
such  cases  do  exist;  and  tens  of  thousands  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  of  every  age  and  se^  must  inevit- 
ably be  reduced  to  misery  and  ruin,  if  the  provision 
shall  be  denied  them. 

If  their  ovm  imprudence  had  brought  these  disas- 
ters upon  them,  they  would  have  a  slighter  claim 
to  consideration ;  but,  unless  we  ascribe  to  them 
angdic  foresight,  or  more  sagacity  than  has  ever 
yet  fallen  to  the  lot  of  man,  we  cannot  justly 
charge  them  with  imprudence.  If  no  change  had 
taken  place  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country ;  if  our  markets  had  remained  the  same 
at  home  and  abroad ;  if  the  price  of  labor  had  not 
depreciated ;  if  the  same  amount  of  Mporta'tion 
and  importation  had  continued ;  their  ability  to 
meet  the  instalments  would  have  continued,  and 
the  forfeitures  would  have  been  in  as  small  a  ratio 
to  the  purchasers  as  at  any  former  period.  The 
disorders  in  our  currency,  and  the  consequent  de- 
pression of  alt  our  moneyed  concerns,  originated 
in  the  struggles  of  the  late  war — events  which  no 
human  sagacity  could  foresee.  Before  that  event, 
no  general  pecuniary  embarrassments  threatened 
us,  and  we  could  anticipate  no  extraordinary  fluc- 
tuations.  The  banks  had  tin  confidence  of  the 
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peoid« ;  and  in  aU  their  owrmtions  thejr  maintain- 1 
ed  the  snecie  standard.  Contracts  were  sacredly  | 
executed,  or  the  remedy  ms  irithin  our  own  eoa-  • 
tTol ;  and  confidence  between  citizens  was  unim- 
paired. But  war  was  iHDclaimed,  and  our  national 
expenditures  were  necessarily  increased  to  an 
amoont  beyond  the  power'  of  taxation  to  meet. 
Loans  were  resorted  to,  which  were  confined  prin- 
cipally to  New  York,  PbiladelphiL  Baltimore, 
and  Washington,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
drawn  from  banks  di8^)sed  to  aid  the  Government 
in  its  efforts  to  sustain  the  independence  and  gltvy 
of  the  nation.  An  excessive  issue  of  notes  was 
the  consequence ;  and  as  confidence  began  to  be 
shaken  on  account  of  the  internal  divisions  which 
existed,  the  drenUtioB  of  those  notes  became  local, 
and  caused  than  to  return  upcm  the  banks.  At 
tins  oioment,  ashy  a  kind  of  inspiration,  to  sustain 
their  own  credit  and  their  country's  cause,  the 
banks  simidtuieDusty  suspended  the  payment  of 
specie ;  sad  the  causes  which  produced  th»  sus- 
I>ension  were  so  identified  with  the  honor,  the 
rights,  and  the  independence  of  the  country,  that 
tlKre  was  a  geneiml  and  almost  univenal  ac- 
quiescence in  the  measure. 

When  peace  returned,  the  whole  country  be- 
came impatient  for  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments; and.  to  satisfy  the  general  call  which  was 
unfortunately  pressed  upon  the  hanks,  specie 
payments  woe  resumed  at  least  five  years  too 
soon  for  the  general  good,  unless  it  had  been  very 
gradually  inttoduced,  so  as  to  five  time  for  loans 
to  hare  been  C(^lected  more  leisurdy  and  as  the 
people  could  meet  the  calls.  At  the  same  moment 
Eon^  was  laboring  to  efieet  the  same  object. 
Fiance  and  the  UnitM  States  were  the  only  specie 
countries  in  all  our  commercial  relations.  The 
general  peace  of  Europe  had  produced  a  total 
reTc^ution  in  the  labor  and  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  civilized  world.  Russia  was  making  bon- 
fires of  her  paper.  En^and  was  making  every 
exertion  to  suostitote  a  specie  cturency  for  her 
paper,  and  inundattog  this  country  with  her  mei^ 
cluuidise  10  supply  her  co^rs  with  bullion ;  and 
the  nation  was  almost  drained  of  specie  to  supply 
other  countries  with  which  we  had  intercourse. 
Such  was  the  state  of  affoirs  when  the  vaults  of 
oar  banks  were  opened  to  sustain  their  solvency. 
The  thirtem  millions  of  surplus  money  in  the 
Treanry  was  soon  exhausted  in  payment  of  the 
floating  dcht  Paper  flowed  like  torrents  into  the 
banks,  by  which  the  circulating  medium  was 
almost  entiidy  withdrawn ;  and,  to  taeei  the  de- 
mand <he  buks  called  upon  ihmt  debtors,  who 
were  by  that  very  circumstance  deprived  of  the 
means  of  parment.  Property  was  sacrificed  for 
want  of  purchasers,  because  the  means  of  raising 
funds  were  at  an  end.  The  banks  were  crushed, 
individuals  were  ruined,  and  the  community  has 
sustained  a  loss  of  not  less  thau  fifty  millions  of 
doUazs.  In  this  state  of  things,  thm  is  an  utter 
impossibility  of  the  purchasers  of  pnUic  land  meet- 
ings claims  agamst  them.  Coercion  will  be  fruit- 
less ;  and  tnr  tearing  from  them  their  lands  you 
will  otdj  fill  up  to  them  the  cup  of  misery  without 
rdiering' oClun. 


As  their  claim  is  founded  in  justice ;  as  they  are 
among  the  most  valuaUe  of  our  citizens ;  as  the 
relief  will  not  injure  the  (Soremment,  while  it 
will  impart  hapfuness  to  thousands  and  contribute 
to  increase  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the  nation, 
it  is  devoutly  hoped  that  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  Senate  will  sanction  the  measure. 

Mr.  Noble  followed  in  a  short  speech  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  and  of  the  same  purport. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  also  opposed  th^  recom- 
mitment, at  some  length,  and  incidentally  defend- 
ed the  object  and  general  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Walkbb,  m  Alabama,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

Mr.  President :  I  can  see  no  sufficient  reason  for 
reeommittittg  this  loll,  especially  at  this  stage  of 
the  disenssioD.  If  die  Senate  concur  in  qmiioa 
with  the  lumoraUe  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  all 
his  objects  may  be  obtained  in  the  usual  mode, 
and  in  the  shape  of  amendments.  At  any  rate,  a 
recommitment  ^uld  not  take  place  until  some 
general  principles  are  fixed,  until  we  have  agreed 
on  the  leading  features  of  that  system  of  relief 
which  we  may  deem  it  expedient  to  grant.  That 
some  relid"  is  necessary,  scans  to  be  universally 
conceded ;  we  differ  oiuy  as  to  the  mode  and  the 
depee. 

Let  us  notice  the  objects  for  which  a  recommit- 
ment is  asked.   The  first  is,  to  limit  the  relief 

firoposed  by  the  bill  to  those  purchasers  of  the  pub- 
ic land  who  have  bought  since  the  30th  Decem- 
ber, 1816,  leaving  those  who  bought  lands  before 
that  day  to  abide  as  they  maj  the  terms  ti  their 
ccmtracts,  and  the  tender  mercies  of  the  law  of  for- 
fdture.  In  support  ofthisjMropoBition  it  is  said,  that 
they  have  had  student  mdulgttce  already ;  that 
they  have  repeatedly  had  the  advantages  of  relief ; 
that  their  years  of  grace  have  been  many,  and  that 
they  have  no  reasonable  claim  to  more.  Let  us 
inquire  a  little  into  this  matter.  Why  have  you 
given  time  heretofore?  Because  these  jwrsons 
were  unable  to  comply  with  their  engagements, 
and  because  you  did  not  deem  it  politic  to  driye 
them  from  the  lands  which  they  had  improved, 
and  for  which  they  had  made  partial  paymmt ; 
because,  in  short,  you  would  not  involve  them  in 
distress  and  ruin.  But  this  indulgence  was  merely 
an  extension  of  time,  and  these  purchasers  paid 
the  price  of  it.  You  exacted  interest  still,  and  a 
portion  of  the  principal  annually-  Thme  who 
could  not  pay  this  price,  reaped  not  the  benefit  of 

Irour  indtugCBM.  On  wis  unfortunate  class  the 
aw  of  forfeitnre  took  its  course,  and  was  consum- 
mated ;  and  those  who  had  the  means  made  final 
payment,  for  the  purpose  of  freeing  themselves 
from  ^e  increasing  load  of  interest.  It  would 
seem  then  that  the  purchasm  anterier  to  the  rear 
1817,  are  not  so  dearly  beyond  the  pale  of  an 
eqnitaUe  clemency,  as  the  centleman  supposes. 
They  have  paid  the  price  of  tne  indulgence  which 
they  have  received ;  and  it  should  be  shown  that 
they  are  in  a  condition  now  to  do  what  they  were 
confessedly  unable  to  do  heretofore.  I  say  nothing 
of  the  situation  of  thwe  who  bought  only  a  short 
time  before  this  golden  ora  of  mercy— 4n  the  year 
1816  for  instance,  and  whose  year  of  grace,  eran 
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according  to  the  contract,  is  not  expired.  It  is 
evident  that  they  have  received  no  indulgence,  and 
can  receive  none,  if  this  proposition  shoald  succeed. 
Would  this  be  fair  7  would  it  be  ec^ual  ?  would  it 
be  just?  I  think  not.  Their  condition  would  be 
worse  than  that  of  those  goin^  before  or  coming 
after  them.  It  would  be  an  odious  anomaly,  mar- 
ring the  harmony  and  beauty  of  your  system. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  conteads  that 
the  late  purchasers,  particularly  those  in  Alabama, 
are  better  entitled  to  relief  than  others,  because  they 
have  purchased  at  enormous  prices.  This  is  very 
true,  and  I  concur  entirdy  in  his  opinion.  Sir, 
the  situation  of  Alabama  is  peculiar,  is  critical, 
is  deplorable.  Relief  that  will  be  efficient  and 
adequate  for  the  other  new  State^  would  be  mnch 
less  so  for  her.  Time  alone  wotild  do  nothing  for 
her,  exce|vt  in  the  cases  of  the  fortunate  few  who 
made  their  purchases  at  reasonable  rates.  For 
others  we  must  resort  to  very  different  provisions, 
which  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  in  the  fur- 
ther progress  of  this  bill. 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  great  national  ques- 
tion, which,  however  deeply  and  pre-eminentljr  it 
may  concern  Alabama,  does  not  concern  Alabama 
alone;  it  embraces  the  Union.  When  we  act  on 
it,  we  must  look  at  the  paramount  interests  of  the 
entire  Confederacy.  We  must  frame  a  system 
which  shall  be  general,  which  shall  take  in  the 
whole,  and  particular  hardships  are  incident  to  alt 
such  general  measures.  They  may  be  deplored, 
but  they  mast  be  submitted  to.  But  I  shall  have 
more  to  say  on  this  point  in  its  proper  place. 
Meantime,  I  content  myself  with  repeating  that 
this  object  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee may  be  obtained  directly  by  an  amendment, 
more  conveniently  than  by  the  circoitous  process 
of  recommitment. 

The  second  object  of  a  recommitment  is  to  con- 
fine the  relief  proposed  by  the  bill  to  actual  eettUra 
onlv — to  those  who  had  made  an  actual  settlement 
before  the  30th  October,  1820.  Those  who  have 
not  made  such  settlement  are  denounced  as  epecu- 
lators^  and  speculators  are  entitled  to  no  redress. 
Speculation  ought  to  be  repressed  and  discounte- 
nanced, and  subjected  to  the  ban  of  penalty  and 
forfeiture.  I  know  this  Senate  too  well :  I  have 
too  high  a  respect  for  its  intelligence  and  liberality 
to  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  it  is  in  danger  of 
being  mblcd  by  a  name.  I  can  see  nothmff  in  the 
nature  and  reason  of  the  thing  which  calls  upon 
Congresii,  acting  for  the  United  States  at  large,  to 
make  the  discrimination  proposed.  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  premium  on  actual  settlement,  a  bounty 
for  removing  from  the  old  States  to  the  new.  It 
supposes  that  there  is  something  of  positive  merit 
in  such  removal,  which  is  entitled  to  reward.  If 
this  be  so,  why  not  proclaim  the  fact  7  Why  not 
embody  it  in  your  system  1  Why  not  m^e  the 
advantage  known  before  the  sale  1  Why  not  draw 
your  line  of  distinction  prospectively,  and  not  ret- 
rospectively ?  Why  hold  out  the  same  terms  to 
all,  if  yoQ  do  not  intend  to  mete  out  to  all  the  same 
equal  measure  of  justice?  Sir,  it  seema  to  me 
tmt  you  are  foreclosed,  in  all  equity  and  good  con- 
science, from  making  this  distinction.  It  is  not 
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"in  the  bond."  Your  faith  is  pledged,  and  you 
are  bound,  in  all  fair  construction  of  the  contract, 
to  make  no  such  distinction.  I  speak  now  of  the 
Union.  With  r^^d  to  the  new  States,  the  ques- 
tion assumes  a  totally  different  aspect  and  char- 
acter. Population  is  their  strength.  They  de- 
sire, for  the  most  obvious  and  cogent  reasons,  to 
increase  it.  Every  immigrant  not  only  adds  to 
their  numerical  force,  but  be  brings  from  alvoad 
an  accession  to  their  wealth.  He  improves  the 
soil;  hesupports  the  local  government;  he  imparts 
new  vigor  to  the  body  politic ;  he  sives  new  value 
to  every  thing  around  him.  Weu  maj  the  new 
States,  therefore,  be  ready  to  welcome  him.  Z%?sr, 
indeed,  might  very  naturally  be  willing  to  mase 
distinctions  in  bis  behalf.  But  can  they  do  so? 
Have  you  left  them  at  liberty  to  pursue  a  course 
so  obviously  advantageous  to  them  ?  You  have 
done  no  such  thing.  As  if  foreseeing  this  very 
result,  you  have  takoi  the  precaution,  as  far  as  in 
you  lay,  to  tie  up  their  hands.  You  have  looked 
at  the  interest  of  the  whole,  and  not  of  a  part. 
You  have  regarded  the  public  lands  as  the  domain 
of  the  nation.  Your  object  has  been  to  sdl  than 
for  the  highest  price.  You  invite  all  the  world  to 
tbe  auction.  The  only  condition  of  the  sale  is, 
that  the  highest  bidder  shall  be  the  purchaser. 
You  do  not  inquire  whether  he  live  in  Maine,  or 
on  the  lakes,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  at  the  ioot 
of  the  Stony  mountains.  He  may  reade  in  terra 
ineoffnita,  or  the  moon.  You  ask  not,  you  can- 
not. All  you  ask  is  bis  money.  You  want  a 
chapman,  who  will  give  the  highest  price  for  your 
commodity.  You  do  not  limit  the  quantity  which 
an  individual  may  buy.  His  purse  and  his  judg- 
ment are  left  to  fix  the  limit.  You  do  not  require 
him  to  erect  a  cabin,  or  girdle  a  tree.  The  prop- 
erty is  his,  and  he  is  allowed  "  to  manage  his  own 
concern  in  his  own  way."  But  do  you  stop  here  ? 
Do  you  content  yourselves  with  ttus  n^^^tive  le- 
gislation 7  You  do  not,  sir.  You  go  still  far- 
ther, and,  lest  the  new  States,  in  their  sovereign 
capacities,  and  for  their  local  interests,  should 
make  discriminations  in  the  burdens  which  they 
may  see  proper  to  impose  on  the  soil,  you  cau- 
tiously restrain  them,  and  you  declare  "  that  the 
lands  of  non-residents  shall  never  be  taxed  highor 
than  the  lands  of  residents."  This  article  enters 
into  every  act  by  which  any  of  your  Tenitoriea 
has  been  authorized  to  become  a  state.  It  is  part 
of  the  consideration  of  admission  into  the  federal 
family.  It  is  of  nennanent  obligation,  and  cannot 
be  rescinded  without  your  consent.  Thus  careAil 
have  you  been  to  protect  the  rights  of  purclasers, 
let  them  live  where  they  may  ;  and  this  policy  in- 
creased the  number  of  bidders,  and  enhanced  the 
value  of  your  lands.  But  when  have  you  required 
actual  settlement  as  a  condition  of  the  purchase? 
When  have  you  made  distinctions  in  favor  of  ac- 
tual settlers  ?  How  often  have  you  refused  any ' 
particular  advantages  to  sqttatten  ?  And  will  yon 
make  a  difference  after  the  sale  which  you  did  not 
make  before  ?  And  will  you  tie  the  hands  of  the 
new  States,  lest  they  should  follow  their  particular 
interests,  to  your  prejudice,  while  you  yourselves 
commit  a  gratniioos  injustice— «n  injustice  the 
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more  cruel,  from  the  levy  pains  which  you  have 
taken  to  mask  it  ?  But,  whatever  may  be  the  de- 
cistoa  of  the  Senate  on  this  point,  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  a  recomniitment  is  not  Deces!>ary  to 
attain  it. 

The  third  object  of  a  recommitment  is.  to  ex- 
cltide  town  sites  from  the  operation  and  benefits 
of  the  bill.  These,  again,  hare  been  matter  of 
speculation  and  profit,  and  ought  to  be  beyond  the 
pale  of  relief;  and  the  gentleman  tells  ns  that  the 
town  companies  and  other  companies  of  specula- 
ion,  bid  up  the  lands  to  enormous  prices,  and  ex- 
cesHT^y  enhanced  thetr  value  to  the  market  And 
he  qootes  a  case,  in  Alabama,  where  a  town  com- 

Eny  gare  upwards  of  eighty  tbousaod  dollars  for 
s  than  three  thousand  acres.   Here,  then,  the 

riulators  gave  more  than  twenty-four  dollars 
acre :  and  most  have  paid  for  toe  first  instal- 
ment only,  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  dollars — 
■when  the  fee-simple,  at  the  minimum  price,  would 
have  been  less  than  six  thoosand.  And  who  was 
the  receirer  of  this  enormous  sum  1  Your  Treas- 
ury, sir.  It  has  already  in  its  vaults  more  than 
the  entire  valae  of  the  land.  Yes,  sir,  the  Gor- 
emment  is,  in  reality,  the  great  land  speculator. 
Your  lystem  is  built  upon  speculation.  Yon  hare 
encouraged  and  fostered  it ;  vou  have  lent  it  aid 
and  indacemeat;  you  have  shared  in  its  gains; 
your  cryers  have  set  forth  your  commodity  with 
all  the  art  and  doqnence  oi  auctioneers.  All  the 
Uandishmoits  description  have  been  lavished  ; 
the  eager  excitement  oV  puUic  competition  has 
been  employed;  and  now  you  stigmatize  your 
dupes  and  repel  them  from  your  clemency.  Bat, 
if  It  shall  be  the  good  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to 
exclude  town  sites  from  the  benefits  of  the  bill,  I 
shall  acquiesce.  I  do  not  object.  But  let  this  be 
done  by  a  direct  amendment;  and  do  not  send 
back  the  bill  to  a  committee  for  such  a  purpose. 
Thu  is,  in  fact,  bat  a  trifling  matter — a  mere  affair 
of  detail ;  and  I  am  ashamed  to  have  occupied 
your  attention  cm  it  so  long.  I  will  pass  to  con- 
sidoatims  of  higher  import. 

Let  US  look,  then,  Mr.  President,  at  the  bill  it- 
s^;  let  ns  examin^  a  little  more  nearly,  the  sys- 
tem-of  relief  which  it  proposes  j  let  us  imiuire  into 
its  indneements  and  its  objectej  and  estimate  the 
fbcce  of  the  motives  by  which  it  a[qpeels  to  our 
support.  This  is  the  more  necessary  at  this  time, 
nuee  to  recommit  with  specific  instructions  is  to 
pass  on  its  merit  or  dement ;  is  to  fix  principles ; 
IS,  in  short,  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  bul.  I  con- 
sider the  whole  que^ioa  as  now  fairly  and  fully 
before  us ;  and  1  am  encouraged  to  go  on  by  the 
wish  of  certain  gentlemen  near  me,  to  whom  the 
subject  of  the  pnUie  lands,  in  its  multiform  char- 
acter and  tnteresc,  is  not  very  familiar. 

The  national  domain  is  of  immense  extent^  and 
stretches  over  regions  of  every  variety  of  soil.  I 
shall  not  enter  into  the  history  of  its  acquisition. 
It  is  with  your  mode  of  disposing  of  it.  that  we 
have  to  do.  This  was,  for  a  considerable  period, 
variant  and  irrcgttlar.  But  in  1802  you  adopted 
angnlar,  well-dnued,  and  eomprdiensire  system, 
iriiieh  oootinoed  to  be  in  opefattoa  imtil  Uie  Ist  of 
July,  18E30.  By  this  syrtam,  the  landt  irare  laid 
10th  CoH.  3d  Bbm^ 


off  in  townships  of  six  miles  square,  each  co  ntatn' 
ing  thirty-six  sections;  which,  again,  were  subdi- 
vided into  quarters,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
each.  This  was  tne  smallest  subdivision  known 
to  your  law  until  1817,  when  six  sections  in  each 
township  were  made  divisible,  at  the  option  of  the 
purchaser,  into  tracts  of  eighty  acres,  or  half- 
quarter  sections.  So  much  for  the  mode  of  survey, 
and  the  size  of  the  tracts:  and  so  far  your  system 
was  beaatifut  and  excellent.  It  still  remains  with- 
out alteration,  except  that  every  section  is  now 
divisible  into  half  quarters:  an  alteration  which, 
while  it  did  not  impair  the  beauty  and  harmony 
of  the  system,  was  of  the  highest  political  import- 
ance, as  tending  directly  to  increase  the  number 
of  freeholders — the  strength  and  glory  of  a  nation. 

The  land,  so  divided,  was  sold  at  public  auction 
to  the  highest  bidder.  One  fourth  oi  the  purchase 
money  was  paid  in  hand,  and  the  residue  was 
payalue  in  three  instalments,  of  two,  three,  and 
four  years,  bearing  interest  from  the  date  of  the 
purchase,  if  not  punctually  paid;  and,  if  any  por- 
tion of  ttie  purcnase  money  remained  unpaid  at 
the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  the 
purchase,  the  land  became  forfeited  to  the  United 
States,  and  was  re-sold  for  their  benefit.  It  could 
not  be  sold  for  less  than  the  whole  sum  remaining 
uni»id,  including  interest:  but  if  sold  for  more 
than  that  sum,  the  excess  was  paid  to  the  former 
purchaser.  I  forbear  to  mention  other  particulars 
of  detail,  as  unnecessary  to  my  present  purpose. 

What  was  the  practical  result  of  this  system? 
An  enormous  debt,  sir,  continually  accumulating, 
growing  with  the  growth  of  the  new  States,  until, 
on  the  30Ui  of  September,  1819,  it  had  amounted 
up  to  the  frightful  sum  of  upwards  of  twenty-two 
millions  of  dollars !  Half  of  which  had  been  add- 
ed during  the  last  two  years  immediately  prece- 
ding that  date.  This  was  the  radical  defect  of 
the  system.  The  debt  was  always  growing,  with 
an  accelerating  ratio^  at  an  average  of  more  than 
a  million  a  year,  until  it  hung  like  an  ugly  excres- 
cence over  naif  the  Republic.  You  b^a  to  re- 
gard it  with  an  eye  of  apprehension.  Ifou  saw  in 
the  relation  of  debtw  and  creditor  something  un- 
befitting the  relation  of  the  citizen  towards  the 
Government.  Too  much  might  be  expected  on 
the  one  hand,  and  too  much  or  too  little  refused 
or  granted  on  the  other.  The  very  magnitude  of 
the  debt  was  alarming,  especially  when  considered 
in  connexion  with  its  inherent  vice  of  continual 
increase.  Its  locality,  too,  was  not  without  inter- 
est. It  was  not  diffused  in  equal  ratio  over  all 
pirts  of  the  Union.  It  was  confined  to  the  new 
States.  These,  .standing  in  the  same  situation, 
must  be  supposed  to  have  a  common  feeling,  as 
well  as  a  common  interest,  on  this  subject.  Their 
number  was  increasing,  their  population  augment- 
ing with  unparalleled  rapidity.  Their  representa- 
tion in  the  councils  of  the  Union  wne  inereaoiiig, 
paripoBsUj  with  their  population.  Alreadjitwas 
nearly  one-third  of  thu  body.  What  might  not 
be  feared  from  this  debt  when  it  should  have 
reached  a  hundred  millions,  when  the  debtors 
^oold  constitute  half  your  numerical  force,  and 
occupy  the  largest  and  fairest  portion  of  your  eat- 
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pire?  The  apprehensioii  of  eril  seemed  natural 
and  reasonable^  and  rational  patriots,  loTing  the 
UnioD,  and  desiring  to  perpetuate  it,  could  not  but 
wish  to  arrest  the  march  of  a  system  carrying  in 
its  bosom  so  much  of  ioquietuoe  and  danger  for 
the  future.  This  you  have  done.  You  hare  per- 
formed your  duty.  You  hare  accomplished  the 
first  great  object  of  your  wishes.  Yon  abolished 
the  system:  and  you  hare  instituted  a  oew  one, 
which  excludes  credit  altogether  from  all  future 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands.  Cash,  and  cash 
alone,  is  received  in  payment  The  danger  from 
the  further  increase  of  the  debt  no  long^  exists. 
The  debt  has  reached  its  maximum.  We  must 
look  at  the  debt,  then,  as  it  now  exists,  divested  of 
its  most  odious  features.  It  is  a  monster  still ;  but 
it  is  no  longer  dangerous  to  you;  it  threatens,  now, 
only  those  who  are  its  subjects,  on  whom  it  presses 
with  a  mountainous  weight,  and  whom  it  must 
crush  as  victims  unless  they  shall  be  rescued  from 
impending  ruin  by  some  timely  act  of  clemeacy 
on  your  part. 

What,  then,  is  the  measure  now  proposed  by  the 
Commilteeonthe  Public  Lands?  ThebillaUows 
to  purchasers,  1st,  a  right  to  surrender  any  legal 
subdlrision  of  their  purchases,  to  transfer  the 
money  paid  on  the  part  surrendered,  and  apjdy  it 
to  the  discbar^  of  the  sum  due  or  unpaid  on  such 
subdivisions  as  they  may  choose  to  retain; 
So,  a  deduction  for  prompt  payment ;  3cl,  instal- 
ments for  the  sums  due  or  unpaid;  and,  4th,  re- 
mission of  interest  to  all  who  comply  with  the 
terms  proposed.  Its  objects  seem  to  be  to  hasten 
the  extinction  of  the  debt,  to  get  money,  and  to 
grant  ade(]uate  relief. 

The  privilege  of  transfer  is  of  the  first  import- 
ance. It  is  an  admirable  expedient  for  lessening 
the  debt,  without  sacrificing  the  interest  of  either 
party;  and  it  will  be  worth  more,  especiallv  to 
Alabama,  than  all  tlie  other  provisions  of  the  bill. 
It  will  aiibrd  great  relief  to  thousands.  It  will 
enable  them  to  save  some  portion  of  their  lands; 
it  will  release  them  from  debt,  hf  abandoning 
what  they  cannot  pay  for ;  it  will  save  theii  money 
from  being  swallowed  up  for  nothing;  it  will  pre- 
vent forfeiture,  and  the  ^stress  and  odium  attend- 
ant OD  forfeiture — distress  to  the  citizen  and  odium 
to  the  Qovemment:  while  it  puts  at  once  into  the 
binds  of  the  United  States  land  which  will  bring 
its  fiur  value  in  cash,  and  which  may  thus  be  re- 
sold without  exciting  public  sympathy  for  the  first 
purchaser,  who  would  always  profit  by  it  in  cases 
of  involuntary  forfeiture ;  and,  above  all,  it  will 
diminish  the  great  land  debt  more  than  any  other 
feature  of  the  bill.  This  ivinci[de,  I  ^laU  hope, 
then,  will  receive  the  unanimous  sanction  of  the 
Senate. 

But  the  privikge  of  transfer  mmly— of  remov- 
ing payments  made  on  a  tract  surrendered,  and 
allying  than  to  the  discharge  of  the  debt  on  the 
tract  retained — does  not  eqoali2e  conditions,  and 
put  purchasers  under  the  old  system  on  the  footing 
of  those  who  buy  for  cash,  because  each  and  every 
purchase  was  bottomed  on  the  indefinite  credit 
allowed  forthe  three  last  instalments:  and  because 
the  miDimnm  price,  and  consequently  the  cntient 
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value,  was  greater  than  it  is  now,  in  the  pn^ior- 
tion  of  eight  to  five.  But  transfer  and  dednetion  of 
three-eighths  from  the  original  price  would  do  this 
in  a  great  degree ;  and  purchasers  would  only  get 
the  same  quantity  and  tne  same  tracts  which  wej 
would  hare  bought  originally,  had  the  sales  been 
made  for  cash  only.  I  shall  therefore  at  a  fvo]^ 
time  more  an  amendment  cmnloning  these  prin- 
ciples. 

The  second  secdon  of  the  bill  allows  a  deduc- 
tion for  prompt  payment.  It  is  to  be  observed  that 
a  very  large  portion  of  this  enormoiK  sum  of  twenty- 
five  millions  outstanding  and  unpaid  is  not  yet 
due,  e^>ecially  io  Alabama.  The  day  of  grace  is 
still  distant— in  many  cases  several  years.  The 
object  of  this  section  is  to  hasten  the  extinction  of 
these  future  debts,  by  holding  out  to  y<Hir  debtOTs 
inducements  to  make  such  a  course  desirable  to 
them  on  the  score  of  interest.    They  may  "  owe 

J'ou  a  debt,  but  they  would  be  loth  to  pay  you  be- 
ore  yonr  day."  If  you  wish  to  anticipate  tut  d»-, 
you  most  appeal  to  Uieir  interest;  you  most  <^Eer 
some  coQsidWatioii— Mme  motive— end  this  is  pre- 
sented in  the  shape  of  this  aUowaace  or  discount. 
This  is  still  io  blank.  It  is  obvious  that  the  amomt 
to  be  derived  immediatdy  frcnn  this  seetiMi  wiU 
dq)end  very  much  upon  the  rate  of  discount  The 
more  liberal  the  deduction,  the  greater  the  prompt 
payments.  This  is  the  opiaitHi  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  prc^Kwea  the  {mncipAea  of 
Uiis  bill  in  aid  of  the  finances.  Of  one  thing  I  am 
convinced — ^that  more  money  will  be  obtained  by 
the  bill  than  ever  would  be  obtained  without  it. 
Five-eighths  of  the  purchase-money  is  much  raon 
than  Alabama  lands  could  be  sold  for.  The  amount 
of  the  first  payment — the  first  instalmoit,  as  it  is 
popularly  called — could  not,  in  innumeraUe  in- 
stances, be  had  for  them.  This  is  not  an  idle 
conjecture ;  it  is  a  fact  proved  recently  by  actual 
sales.  The  lands  in  Colbert's  reserve  were  sold  at 
HuDtsville  last  autumn  under  journew  cash  law; 
and,  although  their  situation  is  si^erior  to  any  in 
the  Tennessee  ralley,  they  did  not  on  the  arerage 
bring  so  much  as  the  first  intalment  of  adjoining 
lantu  of  equal  quality  si^  two  years  before.  In 
very  many  cases,  indeed,  I  hare  no  doubt  that  it 
would  be  more  advantageous  to  purchasers  to  incur 
a  forfeiture,  and  buy  again,  rather  than  seek  relief 
under  this  bill.  Tney  would  make  mouey  by  it 
in  the  end.  But  this  course  would  require  pati»ee 
and  courage.  It  must  encounter  the  vexation  of 
delay  and  suspense — the  most  tormenting  state  of 
the  mind.  It  would  arrest  improvement,  and  it 
would  not  be  unmixed  with  apprehension.  Qreai 
exertions,  therefore,  under  the  operatic  of  proper 
inducements,  would  be  made  to  prevent  fbrmtture. 
Men  form  attachments  to  the  chosen  spots— they 
are  endeared  by  a  thousand  agreeable  ud  power- 
ihl  associations— and  much  would  be  sacrificed  to 
■preserve  them  fron  risk.  Yes,  sir.  the  settler  has 
fixed  his  hrart  on  the  spot  of  his  cnoice.  It  is  his 
home.  It  is  improred  by  his  labor,  embdlished 
by  his  taste,  in  part  paid  for  by  his  money.  It  con- 
tains the  cabin  which  shelters  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and  which  may  have  been  their  tower  of 
r^ige  lirom  the  tomahawk  and  seal^ag^uufe. 
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Hke  litde  orchard  is  of  his  own  planting:  the  little 
garden  smiles  from  the  cnltore  of  his  wife ;  his  old 
frien^  who  hare  followed  him  to  the  wilderness, 
neighbor  aioand  him.  These  are  itous  of  that 
stTongpassionate predilection  with  which  you  hare 
Co  deal ;  but  this  predilection  has  its  limits.  These 
ties  are  strong,  out  they  may  be  broken. 

Mr.  Pre3i(Knt,  Congress  can  fix  the  value  of 
lands  in  the  new  States  and  Territories.  You  can 
raise  and  depress  it  at  pleasure.  The  price  be- 
tween individuals  must  bear  some  relation  to  that 
of  Government.  Mr.  Crawford  admits  this 
frankly,  and  ar^es  from  it,  with  truth  and  force, 
proving  that  this  immense  domain  of  the  Union 
must  laiTe  this  power  for  a  long  time  to  come  in 
your  hands.  Oi  that  immense  domain,  what  a 
small  speck  has  been  soid  !  How  little,  compar- 
ativriy,  has  been  even  sarreyed  I  Vast  iwioAs 
remain  still  covered  by  Indian  title.  Tour  official 
agents  estimate  the  total  number  of  acres  to  which 
tne  Indian  title  has  been  extingoished'at  191,978,> 
536  r  the  ntimber  of  acres  surveyed  at '72,805,092 ! 
and  the  nnrnber  sold  at  18,601,930 !  The  differ- 
ference  in  these  aggregates  is  prodigious.  You 
ate  stiH.  and  must  long  remain,  a  mighty  monop- 
olist. Yoncan  regulate  the  price  of  your  commod- 
itjr  at  will.  You  do  so  r^ulate  it.  The  entire 
minimum  now  is  less  by  one-sixth  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  old  minimum ;  and,  where  the  lands 
are  of  equal  value,  must  f^ectually  disable  the 
credit  ]Hirebaser  from  enteriog  the  market  as  your 
competitor,  unless  at  the  andute  loss  of  three- 
aghtba  of  his  capital.  Can  indiridaals  sell  their 
land  for  two  dollars,  when  your  price  is  one  dollar 
and  a  quarter?  Their  certificates,  with  the  first 
payment  made,  would  not  be  received  as  a  present, 
nnder  the  condition  of  completing  the  purchase 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  original  contract,  as 
there  would  remain  to  be  paid  one  dollar  and  a 
half,  and  the  donee  would  be  a  clear  loser  by 
twenty-five  cents  the  acre !  The  same  relation  of 
onrtees  exists,  whatever  may  be  the  cost  of  the  laud. 
The  diminution  of  actual  current  value  is  real  and 
absolnte,  and  universal.  And  this  diminished  value 
ftocteds  from  the  act  of  the  Gtovernment.  Yes, 
sny  from  your  own  act  Will  you  thus  vitally 
•Art  the  condition  of  your  debtor,  and  afibrd  him 
no  redress  1  Will  you  suddenly  lessen  the  value 
of  the  artide^fter  the  salei.  and  still  exact  the 
fiiR  price?  Willyou  lessen  his  ability  to  pay,  and 
yet  require  '*the  utmost  mite?"  Will  you  insist 
on  "the  pound  of  flesh."  because  it  is  so  written 
«in^faond?**  I  think  you  will  not:  lamsure 
you  oo^t  not 

Id  this  view,  the  remission  of  interest  now  pro- 
pcsed.  cannot  be  more  than  equivalent  to  the  di- 
mmisned  value  effected  by  the  change  of  system 
from  credit  to  cash ;  and  that,  even  on  low  priced 
lands-,  on  others,  it  is  nothing  like  an  equivalent 
Sir,  the  remission  of  interest  is  not  a  new  princi- 
ple. It  is  only  an  extension  of  the  principle  on 
which  Congress  haslong  acted.  At  first  the  inter- 
est accrued,  by  the  term  of  the  contract,  on  each 
instalment,  from  the  date  of  the  purchase,  abso- 
lutely ;  afterwards  this  principle  was  relaxed,  and 
intemt  accrued  only  on  flolnre  of  ponctoal  pay- 


ment.  Here  was  a  great  change,  highly  favorable 
to  the  purchaser,  and  certainly  not  demanded  hy 
such  powerful  motives  as  now  cry  aloud  for  a 
further  change.  The  former  was  matter  of  mere 
grace :  the  latter  grows  out  of  a  strong  equity, 
fastening  itself  upon  you  in  consequence  of  your 
own  sutuequent  act,  for  your  own  advantage. 

We  come  now,  sir,  to  the  credit  And  what 
was  the  credit  under  the  old  system  ?  We  have 
seen  that  it  was  nominally  for  five  years,  in  the 
first  instance.  Then  three  more  were  granted: 
then  three  more :  then  forfeitures  were  suspended 
from  year  to  year :  and  there  the  matter  rests  at 
^esoit.  The  credit  was,  in  fact,  indefinite. 
Congress  never  refused  indulgence;  and  lands  are 
stiU  in  inrt  unpaid  for,  which  were  sold  soon  after 
the  credit  system  was  adopted. 

In  Alabama,  for  instance,  eight  years  from  the 
date  of  the  purchase,  had  been  already  granted  to 
debtors  in  Madison  county,  and  un  theTombtgbee ; 
and  at  the  unfortunate  sales  of  1817  and  1818  no 
man  calculated  on  a  shorter  term.  Congress  was 
consid(3^d  to  be  pledged,  in  good  faith  and  equal 
dealing,  to  indulge  them  as  much  as  It  had  indalsed 
others.  This  cry  was  ineverybody's  mouth.  This 
was  regarded  as  a  tacit  condition  of  the  contract ; 
and  it  was  a  consideration  which^  whether  true  or 
false,  operated  powerfully  and  universally :  I  need 
not  say  how  ruinously,  if  you  now  refuse  what 
you  never  refused  before.  But  this  you  will  not 
do.  You  will  not  subject  yourselves  to  the  impu- 
tation of  hard-heartedness  and  partiality.  To  re- 
fuse timenowtotfaosewho  have  oad  no  indulgence, 
would  be  unequal  and  uiguat ;  and  this  is  the  case 
with  nearly  ul  Alabama,  who  needs  relief  the 
most  and  has  the  strongest  claims  upon  you  for  it 

The  credit  purchasers  calculated  on  the  indefi- 
nite continaance,  if  not  the  perpetuity,  of  the  sys- 
tem. At  any  rate,  they  were  innocent  purchasers, 
for  a  fair  consideration,  and  they  have  a  fair  equi- 
table claim  to  be  relieved  and  protected  aeainst  an 
act  of  the  other  party  to  the  contract,  which  lessms 
directly  and  necessarily,  in  their  bands,  the  value 
of  the  property  which  tney  had  purchased. 

What  sort  of  comparison,  then,  can  there  be 
between  the  motives  to  afford  relief  heretofore,  and 
those  which  call  for  it  now?  Then,  there  waa 
no  chance  of  system,  no  reduction  of  price,  no 
diminution  of  value ;  and  the  amount  of  the  dd»t 
was  annually  increasing^  yet  you  never  refiued 
relief.  Now,  the  system  is  changed  by  your  act; 
the  price  is  reduced  by  your  act ;  the  value  of  the 
article  sold  is  diminished  in  the  hands  of  the  pur- 
chaser, bv  your  act;  and  the  debt  cannot  be  further 
increasea;  it  has  reached  its  maximum:  and  will 
you  now,  for  the  first  titne,  refuse  relief? 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  a  general  view  of  the 
subject,  and  these  arguments  will  reach  and  cover 
the  case  of  the  debtors  in  all  the  new  States.  But, 
I  have  said,  that  the  situation  of  Alabama  was 
peculiar.  Sir,  it  is  deeply  distressing  and  dei^o- 
rable.  It  stands  out  from  thecanvass  id  bold  relief. 
Suffer  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  few  facts,  by 
way  of  verification : 

Total  oambw  <^  acres  of  land  sold,  up  to  30th  of  Ssp- 
tambsr,  I8IB   .  16,601,880 
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Deduct  namber  of  bctm  aold  in 
Alibtmt  .      -      .      -  • 

LeiTM  nombrr  lold  in  dl  other 

Statee  and  Territories 
Tottl  imoant  of 

ralei  -  -  $44,004,452  83} 
Deduct  imount 

of  ulei  in  Al- 


S3,646,8fi7 


14.955,073 


Leave*  fat  am'nt 
of  aalee  In  all 
ptber  States, 

&c.  -  -  28,741,666  92^ 
ToUl  amoant  actually  paid  by  par- 

cha>er>  -  -  -  ■  -  SS.S29,180  63| 
Deduct  amount  paid  by  purcbaseri 

in  Alabama      ....      4,469,636  19} 


I<eavee  amount  paid  by  parchaaera 
in  all  other  States     -      -      -  f  17,7r.9,Bfi3  441 


Total  amoQDtof  debt  oolttaading  -  SS,000,fifi7  64 
Deduct  amoont  due  in  Alabama   -     10,834,270  76 


Leevea  am'El  dae  in  all  other  States  $11,166,366  88 


According  to  the  returns,  there  has  been  actu- 
ally paid  io  other  States,  per  acre,  not  quite  one 
doUac  and  twenty  cents :  and  there  remains  due, 
per  acre,  in  those  States,  not  quite  seventy-fire 
cents. 

There  has  been  paid,  per  acre,  in  Alabama,  not 
quite  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents;  and  re- 
mains due  there,  per  acre,  not  quite  two  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents. 

It  appears,  then,  that  14,955,073  acres  in  other 
State8.tiave  been  sold  for       -  -$28,741,886 

While  only  3,646,857  acres  in  Ala- 
bama, have  been  sold  for  -      -      -  15,312,565 


Leaving  a  diflEference  in  amount  of 

only  gl3,4Sg,321 


But,  if  lands  in  Alabama  had  been  sold  at  the 
ame  average  price  per  acre,  as  in  other  States, 
the  amount  of  sales  there  would  have  been  only 
about  $6,650,000:  nothing  like  half  the  actual 
amoant ;  and  making  the  enormous  dtfierence  of 
eight  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  For  the  debt 
of  Alabama,  according  to  the  returns  up  to  30th 
September,  1819,  is  510,834,870,  being  less  than 
the  debt  of  all  the  other  States  and  Territories 
only  by  the  trifling  sum  of  $332,116.  But.  had 
only  equal  prices  been  given,  the  debt  of  Alabama 
wouU  be  only  about  ^180,000,  making  a  dificr- 
CDce  of  debt  ta  the  two  caso,  as  before,  of  eight 
millions  and  a  half. 

This,  according  to  the  returns  up  to  September, 
1819.  But,  it  is  proper  to  remark^  that  a  portion 
of  the  lands  adi  at  St.  Stephens,  lie  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi.  The  amount,  however,  due  for 
diem  in  that  State  is  not  very  great,  and  the  lands 
■old  at  that  ofiSce  are  by  far  the  lowest  in  Ala- 
hama.  The  price  given  there  is,  on  the  average, 
only  about  two  ddwrs  and  thirty-«ight  cents  uie 


acre ;  while  at  Cahawba  it  is  about  three  dollars 
and  seventy  cents;  and,  at  Huntsville,  about  five 
dollars  and  ninety  cents!  A  single  township  in 
the  Tennessee  valley  was  sold  for  naif  a  million  of 
dollars — upwards  of  twenty  dollars  the  acre- 
Many  tracts,  for  actual  settlement,  were  sold  at 
thirty  and  forty  dollars,  and  one  as  high  as  ser- 
cDty-eight  dollars ;  sites  for  towns,  still  higher. 

Nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  acres  hare  been  sold,  at  St. 
Stephens,  for  $2,266,076.  Suppose  that,  of  this 
sum,  there  is  due,  in  Mississippi,  $834,270 ;  and 
this  is  perhajns  near  the  truth,  it  certainly  does  not 
exceed  it.  This  would  reduce  the  debt  of  Ala- 
bama, in  round  numbers,  to  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
and  would  reduce  the  number  of  acres  sbld  in 
Alabama  to  three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
ninety-siK  thouBand,six hundred  and  ninety-three; 
calculating  all  lands  sold  at  St  Stephens  at  the 
same  average  ^ice,  while,  in  facL  the  pOTtion 
which  lies  ID  Mississippi  was  sold  before  the  era 
of  distraction,  and  at  scarcely  more  than  the  old 
minimum  price.  Could  we  speak  in  exact  term& 
the  number  of  acres  sold  lying  in  Cahawba  would 
be  still  fewer,and  the  relative  price  greater ;  and  the 
excess  of  price  which  has  been  given  and  promised 
there,  over  that  for  an  equal  number  of  acres  else- 
where, would  be  still  further  increased.  Say, 
hpwever,  that  it  is  eight  millions,  and  it  cannot  be 
made  less,  from  the  tables,  by  any  practical  calcu- 
lation, and  what  shall  be  said  of  it?  A  debt  of 
ten  millions  from  a  single  State — of  which  eight 
millions  is  mere  excess  of  price — a  sum  given,  or 
rather  promised,  in  Alabama,  beyond  the  sum 
given  or  promised,  anywhere  else,  for  the  same 
number  oi  acres.  Does  it  not  make  a  strong  claim 
upon  your  clemency?  And  will  you  refuaeall 
manner  of  relief?  Ton  will  not,  you  cannot. 
But  this  bill  is  general.  It  affords  no  special  r^ 
lief  to  Alabama. 

I  fear,  sir,  that  I  have  already  trespassed  too 
long  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate,  fatiguing  oth- 
ers even  more  than  I  fatigue  myself.  But  the 
deep  interest  of  my  constituents  in  the  subiect 
must  plead  my  apology.  Indulge  me,  IhercKire, 
a  few  moments  longer,  and  let  us  see  if  we  cannot 
unravel  the  mystery  of  these  high  prices  in  Ala- 
bama— the  causes  of  this  enormous  debt.  Sir, 
there  is  no  mystery  in  it ;  the  causes  are  obvious, 
and  the  finger  of  the  Government  is  viable 
throughout  the  whole  transaction. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  debt  of  Alabama  has 
been  contracted  since  the  war,  and  during  the 
period  of  our  highest  apparent  iffosperity.  The 
first  sales  took  puice  in  August,  1817,  and  in  Feb- 
ruary and  March,  1818.  It  wasan  aa,not  merely 
of  plenty,  but  of  superabundance ;  and  it  b^at  a 
thousand  wild  schemes  of  every  sort  and  char- 
acter. The  spirit  of  speculation  possessed  almost 
the  entire  mass  of  society.  You  yoursdves  were 
infected  with  the  contagion  of  extravagance. 
The  national  coffers  were  overflowing,  and  you 
busied  yourselves  in  devLiins  new  modes  of  ex- 
pending your  excessive  wealth.  You  gave  the 
tone,  the  people  caught  and  echoed  it.  Every- 
where visions  of  magnificence  occupied  and  heated 
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the  public  mind.   The  circulating  medium  was 
everywhere  unnaturally  abundant,  but  nowhere  so 
mucti  so  as  in  Alabama.   About  serenty  banks 
were  just  iasfituted  in  the  neighboring  States  of 
Tennessee  and  Kentacky.   If  they  were  without 
cajHtal  what  did  that  >^tdfy  ?   Their  ^per  was 
TeeeiraUe  in  your  land  offices  where  it  was  as 
good  as  gold  or  silver.   They  were  anxious  to 
fend.   Everybody  who  could  muster  a  couple  of 
endorsers  could  borrow.   Capital  was  not  neces- 
sary either  to  the  banks  or  their  customers.  Credit 
was  all,  and  credit  was  universal.  Everything 
was  fictitious.   No  man  was  without  monev,  or 
the  representative  of  money.    Cotton  was  selling 
at  twenty-five  cents  the  pound,  and  all  other  arti- 
cles in  proportion — that  being  there  the  common 
standard  ot  appraisement,  the  measure  of  value. 
This  state  of  things  was  naturally  calculated  to 
produce  the  most  unbappj^  results.   But  there  was 
another  circumstance  which  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten.  It  aggravated  these  evils  unspeakably.  It 
had  Bjirime  agency  in  the  events  which  followed} 
of  which  agency  you  were  directly  the  authors. 
This  was  we  Mississippi  stocky  the  fruit  of  the 
Yazoo  compromise,  upwards  of  four  millions  of 
wiiieh  were  issued  hy  you,  and  made  receivable  in 
psymeDt  for  lands  m  Alabama  and  Mississippi, 
and  nowhere  else.    This  stock,  bearing  no  inter- 
est and  owned  chiefly  in  the  East,  was  oought  up 
at  a  targe  discount  for  the  purpose  of  being  invested 
in  lands.   It  doubled  the  money  of  Alauima.  It 
destroyed  the  salutary  proportion  between  the  cir- 
culating medium  and  the  commodity  in  the  mar- 
ket.  It  produced  an  artificial  scarcity  of  land,  and 
the  high  prices  induced  by  scarcity.   The  holder 
of  the  stock  thoug_ht  himself  warranted  to  bid  be- 
yond the  specie  vuue,  to  the  extent  of  his  discount, 
forgetting  that  the  remaining  instalments  must, 
after  the  absorption  of  the  stock,  be  paid  in  cash. 
Those  who  had  no  stock  were  compelled  to  go  up 
to  the  stock  ]>rice,  or  lose  the  lands  on  which  they 
had  fixed  their  affections. 

The  madness  was  general,  it  was  epidemic. 
The  most  prudent  and  calculating  men  were  car- 
ried away  with  the  rest.  Land  was  the  philoso- 
pher's  stone.  To  buy  it  was  to  be  rich.  Alas! 
the  mines  which  it  promised  to  the  distempered 
laocy  of  the  purchaser  have  proved  to  be  like  those 
of  the  fable  on  which  repose  the  ends  of  the  boy's 
rainbow.  We  have  seen  the  consequence  of  this 
excessive  excitement,  this  paroxysm  of  speculation 
— 4n  enormous  debt  which  never  will  be  paid, 
irhich  never  can  be  paid.  Yes,  sir,  I  say  it  cannot 
be  paid.  The  white  population  is  about  one  hun- 
dred thousand.  The  debt  is  one  hundred  dollars 
each.  Say  that  the  sexes  are  equal,  and  the  debt  is 
two  hundred  dollars  for  every  male.  Say  that  the 
heads  of  families,  the  real  buyers  of  the  land,  aud 
the  actual  debtors,  are  twenty  thousand,  and  the 
debt  is  &Te  handrea  each  1  And  what  is  the  situa- 
ation  of  Alabema  now,  and  what  are  her  means 
of  payment  1  Sir,  it  is  a  fearful  question  for  her. 
Hemember  that  you  are  told  from  high  authority 
that  the  total  currency  of  the  Union  has  been  sud- 
denly reduced  from  one  hundred  and  tea  to  forty- 
fiTemi/IioDs  of  doUars,  fifty-four  per  cent,  more  than 


Purehcuen.  Senatb. 


one-balf.  The  seventy  banks  whose  paper  inun- 
dated Alabama  have  shut  up  shop,  or  are  curtail- 
ing their  discount  and  pressing  for  payment  of 
those  very  loans  which  Uiey  were  so  eager  to  mak^ 
What  is  left  floating  of  Mississipj^  stock  is  nearly 
at  par.  Cotton  has  lallea  to  ten  cents,  and  erery 
thing  else  in  the  same  proportion.  But  the  paper 
which  buys  cotton  at  ten  cents  will  not  pay  the 
debt  of  Alabama.  You  bare  repudiated  tne  ser- 
enty  banks.  You  will  not  receive  their  notes ;  and 
the  phnter  who  owes  you  must  exchange  one  hun- 
dred doUars  in  these  vile  rags  for  eighty-five  dol- 
lars of  such  as  will  pass  muster  at  the  land  office. 
You  must  have  specie  or  the  paper  of  specie  pay- 
ing banks,  and  these  are  at  a  premium  of  fiiteen 
per  cent.  This  fact  you  have  in  a  memorial  on 
your  table,  and  it  is  indisputably  true.  To  expect 
payment  of  ten  millions  from  a  people  so  distressed 
18  to  expect  impossibilities,  is  to  call  for  a  miracle 
which  will  not  be  wrought  in  our  day.  The  Sen- 
ate cannot  have  forgotten  the  strong  eniression  of 
an  eloquent  gentleman,  (Mr.  King,  of  New  York,) 
whose  long  experience,  rich  and  various  attain^ 
ments,  and  great  abilities  are  so  well  known  and 
appreciated,  and  whose  opinions  in  regard  to  dl 
questions  touching  the  puolic  lands,  have  always 
commanded  respect  and  influence.  Speaking  on 
this  subject  at  the  last  session,  he  said  that  tlw  ddit 
of  Alabama  grew  out  of  "  a  contract  which  never 
'  would  be  enforced,  which  never  could  be  en- 
'  forced,  and  which  never  oufht  to  be  enforced; 
'  and  that,  as  an  individual,  if  the  case  were  his 
'  own,  be  could  not,  in  equity  and  good  conscience, 
'  enforce  it."  I  rejoiced  to  hear  him  add,  frankly 
and  emphatically,  that  relief  of  some  sort  must  be 
granted ;  and  tt^t,  at  the  proper  time,  he  would 

S^o  all  reasonable  lengths  to  make  that  relief  ef- 
ective  and  amjde.  The  time  has  arrived,  and  I 
ceil  upon  him  to  redeem  his  pledge,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  will  redeem  it. 

Once  more,  sir,  to  the  bill.  Without  transfo'^iio 
reasonable  man  can  expect  a  speedy  extinguish- 
ment of  the  Alabama  debt  To  pay  ten  miOions, 
according  to  the  contract,  is  out  of  the  question. 
Nor  will  your  second  section,  which  ofiers  a  pre- 
mium for  prompt  paj^ment,  accomplish  that  objec^ 
because  the  money  is  not  to  be  had.  The  comr 
mittee  contemplate  a  deduction  of  three-eighths 
from  the  balance  due.  The  debt  being  $10,000,000, 
this  discount  would  reduce  it  to  $7,500,000,  a  sum 
certainly  not  within  the  power  of  the  State  to 
command  by  the  30tb  September  next.  It  is  clear 
to  me  that  the  principle  on  which  the  committee 
proceed,  demands  that  the  deduction  should  be 
made  from  the  original  price,  the  entire  purchase 
money,  since  die  current  value  of  the  whole  land 
is  lessened  in  that  pro[K>rtion  by  the  change  of  ay»> 
tern.  If  you  legislate  on  that  principle  at  all,  as  I 
think  you  ought,  you  should  give  it  full  scop^ ;  and 
I  shall,  at  a  proper  time,  move  to  amend  the  sec- 
lion  accordingly.  But,  even  suppose  the  amend- 
ment made,  and  a  discount  of  tnirty-seven  and  a 
half  per  cent,  allowed  on  the  original  pricey  there 
would  then  remain  to  be  paid  upwards  of  six  mil- 
lionsof  dollars,  a  sum  stiU  far  M^oad  the  teach 
the  State  withm  the  limited  period.  You  mut 
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resort,  then,  tu  other  principles,  or  expect  general 
forfeiture  and  distress.  Transfer  is  one  oi  those 
principles.  It  is  best  for  you  and  for  your  debtor. 
Let  us  look  at  its  operation.  Let  us  assume  that 
one-fourth  only  has  been  paid :  and  let  us  suppose, 
for  the  sake  oi  illustration,  what,  however,  is  cer- 
tainly not  the  fact,  that  all  the  lands  are  of  equal 
value,  an4,  have  cost  the  same  price.  Simpose 
half  to  be  surrendered  to  the  United  States.  This 
would  reduce  the  debt  one-haif,  viz :  to  fire  mil- 
lion dollar^  and  that  without  any  deduction  of 
price.  Transfer  the  payment  of  ODe>fourdi  already 
made  on  the  part  surrendered,  and  i^ply  it  towaiw 
a  discharge  on  the  part  retained,  and  the  d^t 
wcnld  then  amount  to  $3,750,000,  a  prodigious 
difierence,  certainly ;  but  even  this  sinn  could  not 
be  reasonably  expected  by  the  30th  September. 
This  shows  the  necessity  of  calling  in  the  last  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill — the  prolonged  credit  by  instal- 
ments. And  this  is  the  more  necessary  for  that 
meritorious  class  who  have  not  the  means  of  trans- 
fer owning  but  one  tract,  and  who  will  not  be 
aUe  to  make  prompt  payment. 

Sir,  I  repeat  that  the  change  of  system  impera- 
tively calls  upon  you  to  grant  relief.  Many  of  the 
Kepresentatives  of  the  debtor  States  approved  the 
change,  and  contributed  by  their  votes  to  eflect  it. 
They  thought  the  credit  system  injurious  to  the 
communities  whose  interests  it  was  their  peculiar : 
province  to  guard.  That  system  exhausted  the! 
new  States,  and  kept  them  poor  and  in  debt.  Men 
laid  out  all  their  money  in  toe  first  instalment,  and 
staked  ^eir  hopes  and  mortga;^d  their  future 
earnings  for  the  payment  of  the  residue.  The  sys- 
tem quadrupled  the  power  and  inducement  to  buy, 
witimut  increasing  adequately  the  ability  to  pay! 
The  quantity  purdiased  was  almost  always  mea- 
sured by  the  amount  of  the  first  instalment.  The 
new  system  deals  not  in  hopes  and  fears ;  it  leaves 
no  man  in  suspense ;  it  offers  no  check  to  the  march 
of  improvement.  The  purchaser  feels  erect  and 
independent ;  he  dreads  no  accident ;  he  dreams 
not  of  forfeiture.  He  has  the  patent  at  once  in 
his  pocket ;  and  the  soil  he  tills  is  emphatically 
his  own.  He  erects  hb  cabin  with  a  sturdy  de- 
light, and  he  sows  in  the  confident  hope  of  reaping 
tM  increase.  Happy  had  it  been  fw  Alabama,  in 
particular,  had  the  onange  been  noade  before  Au- 
CDstjlSlT.  HowvasUycifferentwouldhavebeeD 
aier  sitoationl  She  could  have  laid  out  no  more 
.  money,  for  she  laid  out  all ;  but  diie  would  have  had 
her  lands  for  the  same  money,  and  been  free  from 
debt ;  she  would  have  had  patents  instead  <^  certifi- 
cates. The  Representatives  of  the  new  States,  there- 
fore, gave  their  sanction  to  the  change  of  system. 
But  uey  warned  you  at  the  same  time  of  the  im- 
mediate andnecessuy  effects  of  that  change.  The 
abolition  of  credit  was  not  all.  You  reduced  the 
price  of  yoiff  lands  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  the  acre.  They  pointed  out 
to  you  how  this  would  afiect  former  purchasers, 
and  reduce  the  value  of  their  lands ;  and  they  con- 
leaded  that  this  reduction  gave  those  purchasers  a 
hit  and  eottitable  claim  to  relief  to  the  full  extent 
of  that  deduction.  The  justness  of  the  daim  was 
not  denied. 


Jahdabt,  18S1. 


Mr.  President,  a  word  or  two  more,  and  I  hare 
done.  It  was  proposed  at  the  last  session  to  incor- 
porate the  principles  of  relief  in  the  bill  then  be- 
fore the  Senate.  Gentlemen  said,  "  No,  it  is  not 
time  yet.  Change  the  system,  and  we  will  ^ve 
you  relief— reasonable,  adequate,  full  relief.  Put 
a  stop  to  the  further  increase  of  the  debt,  and  you 
sbaU  have  your  own  terms ;  but  we  will  not  em- 
barrass the  Dill  with  any  thing  extraneous  to  the 
change,  lest  we  endanger  its  passage.  Call  upon 
us  next  year,  and  your  grids  shall  be  healed." 
Well,  sir,  we  now  make  the  call ;  we  set  forth  our 
case.  The  President  recommends  relief;  your 
Minister  of  Finance  advises;  your  committee  re- 
ports i  the  nation  expects  it.  Individuals  pelitiOD ; 
nav,  whole  States  supplicate  your  clemency,  iu- 
Toke  your  magnanimity^  and  demand  the  measure 
of  a  just  and  uberal  eqaity  at  your  hands.  Their 
prosperity  is  also  that  of  the  Union,  of  which  they 
are  the  fruit,  and  which  they  have  gallantly  de- 
fended with  their  blood.  Nothing  can  give  to 
foreign  nations  so  grand  and  imposing  an  idea  of 
your  extent,  your  strength,  and  your  resources,  as 
this  rapid  expansion  oi  the  Republic,  and  the  al- 
most magical  filling  up  of  so  many  new  States, 
won  from  the  savage  and  the  wilderness,  for  the 
use  and  habitation  of  freemen — your  sons  and 
brothers.  Seven  of  these  new  States  and  two 
Territories  await  with  solicitude  the  fate  yon  axe 
preparing  for  them.  Your  decree  can  make  them^ 
nourish,  or  make  them  iade ;  can  crimde  them  for 
a  long  series  of  years,  or  strike  offthe  bonds  which 
fetter  them  ;  cramping  their  young  liml»,  and  re- 
tarding_  their  iree  growth.  It  is  lor  you  now  tp 
determine  whether  they  shall  be  stifled  hy  the  hor- 
rible incubus  of  this  debtj  which  presses  upon 
their  vitals,  paralyizing  their  energies,  and  arrest- 
ing the  wholesome  play  of  their  organs :  whether 
they  shall  be  crushed  by  this  gigantic  Colossus, 
which  bestrides  the  vast  and  fertOe  region  of  the 
West,  with  one  foot  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
the  oUier  I  know  not  where — on  the  shores  of  the 
takes,  on  the  summit  of  the  Stony  Mountains,  un- 
der whose  "  huge  legs"  your  fellow  citizens  in  that 

aoarter  "  must  peep  about"  to  find  the  grave  of 
leir  hopes  and  iortunes ! 
When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded— 
Mr.  MoBKiL  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  the  bUl 
as  it  stood,  and  against  recommitment 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  above  motion, 
Mr.  Smith  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting  on 
this,  and  all  other  questions  that  may  arise  on  said 
bill  in  the  Senate,  and  stated  as  a  reason  why  he 
should  be  excused,  that,  being  a  purchaser  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  Alabama,  and  not  residing  therein,  he 
was  interested  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill ;  and 
on  the  question  to  grant  the  leave  asked,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  it  was  n^tived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Thomas  then  offered  a  substitute  for  the 
first  sertion  of  the  bill,  (not  affecting  any  prind- 
ple  of  the  bill,  but  intended  to  render  its  meaning 
clearer,)  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Relief  to  Lofod  Purchasers. 


Digitized  by  Google 


287 


mSTOBT  OF  GOKGRBSS. 


238 


Jamtabt,  1601. 


Tdbbdat,  January  23. 

Oa  moUon  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Teoiinse^  the 
Senate  took  up  and  considered  the  motion  of  the 
12th  of  December,  to  discharge  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affiiirs  firom  the  consideration  of  the  pe- 
titixm  of  Rebecca  Hodgson,  and  agreed  thereto ; 
and  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thoeon ;  and  Messrs.  Pinkhby, 
WtusjMB  of  Teanessee,  and  Maook,  were  ad- 
pfMDted  the  committee. 

Mr.  HpRUT  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and'  Directors  ttf  the  Union  Bank  of  Qetage- 
town,  in  bdialf  of  the  stoekholders,  pnying  an 
extension  of  the  charter  of  said  bank ;  ana  the  pe- 
tiUon  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Dbtrict  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants, traders,  mannfaetnrers,  mechanics,  land- 
lords, and  othere,of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing that  a  daty  of  ten  per  cent,  may  be  imposed 
on  all  merchandise  sold  at  aaction,  when  disposed 
of  in  original  packages,  and  fifteen  per  cent,  when 
so  sold  in  less  quantities,  with  certain  exceptions ; 
and  the  manorial  was  read,  and  referred  tq  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Mannfactures. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  (3eor^ 
Harpole ;  and^  also,  the  petition  of  Dmry  Bettis, 
sereraUy  pnyuff  to  be  compensated  for  a  horse 
kwt  whue  in  the  militwy  service  of  the  United 
Slates ;  mad  the  petitioiu  were  seTerally  read,*and 
rrfemd  to  the  Conuaittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"Aa  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia 
Military  Land  Warrants,  and  returning  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office,"  reported  the 
same  withont  amendraent. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petiticm  of  Nathaniu 
Mc Warren,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  res- 
<dution,  that  the  petitioner  bare  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition.   The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  JoanaoN,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration ; 

jBwfced;  That  the  CoBmtttee  on  Public  Lands  b« 
instraelsd  to  ioqnim  hito  dis  eipedimcy  of  granting 
to  every  peisea  now  rending  on,  snd  to  those  who 
nay  bmsikeT  seltto  oa  tba  public  Isnds  on  the  bank 
ofUie  Uisnssippi  river,  within  the  State  of  Loniiians, 
the  ii|^t  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  saeh  land  at  the 
minimnm  price  fixed  by  law  for  the  sale  of  the  pablic 
lands  of  the  United  States,  on  condition  that  anax  per- 
MQs  ahall  nake  ind  keep  up  a  subetantlsl  levee  in 
Aont  of  the  nme. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  Choctaw  Indians^  prayins  that 
SUas  Dinsmore  may  be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  a 
tiaet  of  land ;  and,  in  coneuftence  therewith,  re- 
solved that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rc|rart  ct  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
vetidott  of  Um  troBtees  of  Wmtbinflton  CoU^e. 
ID  tfae  Swe  of  Ohio }  and  it  was  further  poatpowd 
until  to-morrow. 


The  bill  concerning  Thomas  Shidds  and  others 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considaed,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  firat  day 
of  Jnljr,  1620,  tf^ther  with  the  proposed  amend- 
ment ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Kmo,  of  New  York, 
the  bul  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  Ae 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  eontmoe  in 
force,  for  a  further  time,  the  act,  entided  "An  act 
for  estaUtshing  trading  houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes }"  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mia- 
sissippi,  it  was  laid  on  tne  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Mili- 
tary Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States;*' 
and,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  persona  who 
were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other  purposes:"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 


WsDHBBDAY,  Jauuary  24. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lou^na,  wesented  the  peti- 
tion of  Louis  Lauret,  a  native  ofOrthez,  in  France, 
an  alien,  residing  in  Louisiana,  praying  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  at  an  earlier  period  than  is  authorized  liy 
existing  laws ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  De- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Dah A  presented  the  petition  of  Ezekid  P. 
Beldeo,  of  Connecticut,  who  was  a  captain  of 
cavalry  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  praymg  to  be 
alloweid  half  pay ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  aiul 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiaiiv. 

Bdr.  Sahpord  wesented  the  petition  <^Nathanwl 
AUoi,  of  New  York,  praying  to  he  allowed,  in  the 
settlraunt  of  his  aecoimis  as  mymuter  of  the 
New  York  militia,  on  the  northern  and  wnUm 
frontiers,  in  the  year  1813,  the  disborseawnts  jnade 
by  him  by  virtue  of  orders  from  Qovemor  Too^ 
kins  to  sfud  militia,  for  clothing ;  and  ^e  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs. 

Mr.  Sanfdrd,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Paul  La- 
nusse  and  F.  Bailly  Blanchard,  made  a  report^  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  oi  the 
memorial  be  not  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

The  two  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
yesterday  brought  up  for  concurrence  were  seve- 
rally read  the  first  and  second  time  byunanimoiiB 
eonsoit  i  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  rednee 
and  fix  the  Milibvy  Peace  EstabUshment  of  Urn 
United  States,"  was  referred  to  the  Gonumttee  on 
Military  Afiirs. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  eontittae 
in  force  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other  pu^oaM^' 
was  refmred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensmu. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  instrQcliDg  the  Committee  on  PuUic 
Lands  to  inquire  into  wt  exp^ioicy  of  granting 
to  actual  settlos  on  the  public  lands  on  the  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  io  Louisiana,  the  right  of  pre- 
-enoptiononcertaiD  conditions  J  and.  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Mc Warren;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  witharaw 
his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coDsideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
petition  of  the  trustees  of  Worthlngton  College, 
in  Ohio ;  and,  oo  motion  by  Mr.  Ruooles,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  trading- 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and  the  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Trimble,  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  af^er  tbe  enacting  clause  and  in- 
serting a  new  draught,  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  hill  authorizing  tbe  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Gooding  and 
James  Williams;  and  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion for  tbe  relief  of  James  L.  Cathcart ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Coffee ;  and  the  bill  for  tbe 
rdief  of  Nicholas  Perkins,  were  seTcrally  consid- 
ered in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  were  or- 
dovd  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  Governor  of  Louisiana, 
(for  the  time  being)  two  tracts  of  land  in  tbe 
county  of  Point  Coupee,  (for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  that  county,  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing thereon  a  pnluio  seminary  of  education,) 
was  taken  up. 

The  bill  was  explained  and  supported  by  Mr. 
JoBNSON,  of  Louisiana,  and,  having  been  amend- 
ed, was  pcatponed  until  to-morrow. 

MARQUI8  DE  MAI80N  ROUGE. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  confirming 
the  tide  of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  to  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  Washita  river,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  granted  to  him  by  the  Spaoish 
Government,  on  the  80th  of  June,  1797.  [The 
title  covos  a  tract  of  thirty  square  leagues,  and 
comes  before  Congress  for  confirmation  by  peti- 
tbn  from  Daniel  W.  Coxe,  who  claims  under  the 
title  of  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  holds  the  greater 
part  of  the  immense  tract  which  that  title  em- 
braces.] 

The  bill  was  accompanied  by  a  long  report 
from  the  committee,  setting  forth  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  the  principles  on  which  the  Inll  was  pre- 
dicated. 


January,  18S1. 


Mr.  Eaton  spoke  at  some  length  against  the 
bilL  and  the  reasoning  of  the  report. 

The  bill  and  report  were  supptwted  by  Mr. 
LowBiE  and  Mr.  Van  Dyke. 

Mr.  JoBMSON,  of  Louisiana,  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  expressly  to  prevent  its  interfer- 
ence with  any  of  the  Spanish  grants,  which  have 
been  recommended  for  confirmation  by  the  board 
of  commissioners  of  the  western  land  district  of 
Louisiana,  and  since  confirmed  by  Congress — and 
he  spoke  to  show  the  necessity  of  such  a  provision 
in  the  bill.  Whereupon,  the  bill  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  postponed  to  Friday. 

The  Senate  again  took  up  the  bill  granting  re- 
lief to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the 
Istof  July,  1830. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  again  took  place  on 
this  bill,  principally  on  amendments  offered  to  it ; 
none  of  which,  however,  of  a  material  character, 
were  agreed  ta  The  bill  was,  after  some  time, 
again  lud  on  tbe  table. 


TnuRsoAY,  January  35, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  family 
of  tbe  late  Olirer  Hazard  Perry,  Esq.,"  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Jacob  Hunsinger 
a  bill,  entitled  an  act  extending  the  time  for  issu- 
ing and  locating  military  land  warrants  to  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNiel 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Milne;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Lewis  H.  Guerlain j"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  formulate  the  location  of  land  warrants, 
and  the  issuing  of  patents  in  certain  cases;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  fi.  Lan- 

fuille ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
ames  Brady ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge;"  and  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 
District  Court  in  tbe  northern  District  of  New 
York;"  and  also,  a  "Resolution  to  suspend  the 
recruiting  service  for  a  limited  time;"  in  which 
bills  and  resolution  they  request  the  eonenrrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bills  and  resolution  were  severally 
read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unanimous 
consent. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Hunsinger;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending 
the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military  land 
warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  Revolu- 
tionary army ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  re^ 
late  the  location  of  land  warrants,  and  the  issmng 
of  patents  in  certain  cases ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Brady,"  were 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
family  of  tbe  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  Esq.," 
was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
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sepb  McNiel the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Alexander  Milne the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rodr^uez 
the  bill,  eotitied  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis 
B.  Languilie;"  and  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Bartholomew  DuTei^ were  sev- 
enily  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
holdiiiff  the  Di&triet  Court  in  the  northern  Dis- 
trict of  New  York,"  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Resolution  to  suspend  the  recruiting  ser- 
Tice  for  a  limited  time,"  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Tbikblb  presented  the  memorial  of  Bar- 
tholomew Shaumburg,  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, praying  to  be  repaid  the  sum  of  $3,000, 
intrusted  to  him  by  the  paymaster  of  the  8th  regi- 
in«kt  of  iofaofry  at  New  Orleans  in  June,  1817, 
to  be  delivered  to  James  P.  Harrison,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  detachment  of  the  said  regiment  at 
Fort  Seldeo,  and  which  was  by  him  delirered  to 
Major  Riddle,  then  acting  as  quartermaster  at 
said  fort,  to  be  conrey^  for  that  purpose,  and  by 
him  lost;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Cbakdler  presented  the  petition  of  Job 
Shurbom,  of  the  State  of  Blaine,  praying  a  jieo- 
sion  in  consideration  of  Rerolunonary  serrices ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Otis  fawented  the  petition  of  Joshua  Au- 
bin,  of  Boston,  the  petition  of  William  White- 
head, of  New  York ;  and  the  petition  of  James 
Graham,  also  of  New  York,  praying  the  restitu- 
tion of  certain  moneys  paid  by  them  respectirely 
for  duties  wrongfully  exacted  on  goods  imported 
by  them  into  Castine  in  the  year  1814;  and  the 
petitions  were  severally  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor,  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
of  tne  Common  Council,  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, adieitinf  Congress  to  direct  astronomical  ob- 
serrations  to  oe  made  in  the  saidcitr,  with  a  view 
to  the  estaUishment  of  a  principal  meridian  for 
the  United  States;  and  he  also  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Far- 
mers and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  pray- 
ing an  extension  of  the  charter  of  said  bank ;  and 
the  memorials  were  read^  and  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  JoHNsoH,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that, 
to-morrow,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  to  ap- 
point a  deputy  to  aid  him  in  discharging  the  duties 
of  his  office. 

Mr.  Baton  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  aA  leave  to  Ining  in  a  bill  supplementary 
of  an  act  passed  at  the  last  sesrion  of  Congress,  for 
the  relief  of  Jolu  Harding  and  othen. 

Mr.  Kmo,  Alabama,  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bilJ  to  esUbUdi  the  district  of  Blakeley ;  and 
the  bill  was  read^  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


Senate. 


Mr.  Vam  Dyke,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jacob  Barker, 
made  a  report,  Bccompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  g|anted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts, .from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  McDuff,"  reported  it  without  amendment 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Leander  Cathcart,  passed  May  the  15th, 
in  the  year  1820,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 

''"rtw  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Coflfee  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Perkins  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceedetf  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  memorial  of 
Paul  Lanusse  and  F.  Bailly  Blanchard;  and  it 
was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  certain  Indian  agents ;  and.  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Holues,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  amended, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  look  tip  the  oill  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  sur- 
veyed, marked,  and  designated,  a  portion  of  the 
northern  and  western  boundaries  between  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  agreeably 
to  the  act  authorizing  Indiana  to  become  a  Stale. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  the 
merits  of  this  bill,  its  constitutionality  in  its  present 
shape,  the  circumstances  which  were  conceived  to 
render  it  necessary  or  inexpedient,  and  on  its  de- 
tails; in  which  discussion,  Messrs.  Smith,  Noble, 
Thomas,  LowBiE,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Trimble, 
Mills,  Edwabus,  and  Talbot,  principally  en- 
gaged. The  debate  ended  by  postponing  the  bill, 
with  the  view  of  attempting  some  amendment  to 
obviate  the  objections  unea  against  it. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Nathan  Ford,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

NATIONAL  VACCINE  INSTITUTION. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
House  to  incorporate  the  Managers  of  the  National 
Vaccine  Institution. 

Mr.  Lloyd  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  re- 
serve to  Congress  the  power  at  any  time  to  repeal 
the  act,  and  to  give  it  duration  until  Coiigress 
should  so  repeal  it — instead  of  incorporating  it  un- 
conditionally and  positively  for  the  term  of  thirty 
years,  as  the  bill  stood.  Mr.  L.  also  adverted  to 
the  anticipated  utility  of  the  institution,  and  to 
some  of  the  reasons  in  its  support. 

After  some  debate  between  BAr.  Roberts,  (who 
was  opposed  to  the  bill  altogether,  and  not  satisfied 
with  the  proposed  amendment)  and  Mr.  Lloyd, 
the  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  the  motion  also  ot  Mr.  Llotd,  the  bill  was 
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further  so  amended,  as  to  require  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Institution  on  oath  an  annual  report  of 
their  property,  funds,  receipts,  expenditure^  &c., 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  him  to 
be  laitTbefore  Coogress. 

On  motion  of  "iSj.  Llotd,  sereral  other  amend- 
ments wnemade  to  the  details  of  the  bill — amouKst 
them  an  oUigation  on  the  managers  to  provide  ftn- 
tbe  vaccinabon  of  indigent  persons,  free  of  any 
charge.  Mr.  L.  having  jgone  tfarougn  the  bill, 

Mr.  RoBEBTS  entered  mto  a  very  general  review 
of  the  i^orisions  of  the  bill,  to  show  their  inade- 
quacy to  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  friends 
of  the  measure,  as  well  as  their  objectionable  char- 
acter in  some  respects ;  and  havmg  some  doubts 
of  the  constitutionality  of  the  bill  in  its  present 
shape,  which  question,  however,  he  did  not  discuss. 

Mr.  Llotd  rose  to  reply  to  Mr.  R.,  when,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
taUe. 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  LOUISIANA. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  granting  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  a  piece 
of  public  lano^  in  the  county  of  Point  Coupee, 
whereon  to  establish  a  school  for  the  use  of  the 
people  of  that  county.  The  bill  was  so  amended 
yesterday  as  to  grant  to  the  State  the  pre-emption 
right  only. 

Mr.  Llovd  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
that  it  might  be  taken  up  in  connexion  with  the 
proposition  to  grant  to  the  old  States  donations  of 
the  public  lands  for  the  benefit  of  education,  cor- 
responding to  those  which  have  been  conferred  on 
the  new  States,  deeming  the  two  sulyects  similar 
in  their  character. 

Mr.  Bbowm  ipoke  to  show  that  the  present  bill 
had  no  connexion  in  principle  with  the  important 

firoposition  referred  toj  that  this  was  a  small  iso- 
ated  piece  of  land  necessary  to  the  people  of  the 
county  of  Point  Coupee  for  the  jiurpose  contem- 
platea;  that  the  State  would  be  willing  to  pay  fct 
It  the  small  sum  which  the  minimom  price  would 
amount  to,  but  that  it  would  not  be  worth  the  cost 
of  sending  a  United  States  surveyor  one  hundred 
miles  to  surrey  it,  make  out  a  plat,  and  set  it  up 
to  sale,  &c.  He  thought  Congress  might  safely 
make  a  donation  of  it  to  the  State,  wiuiout  dan- 

Ser  of  establishing  any  liti^ted  principle;  but 
lat  there  could  be  no  objeotton  to  the  bill  now, 
he  thought,  as  it  proposed  simply  to  give  the  State 
a  pre-emption  rigbt  to  the  land,  &c. 

Mr.  Lloyd  replied  to  Mr.  Bbovn,  and  argued 
in  support  of  the  objections  which  he  had  at  first 
suggested  against  acting  on  this  bill  now,  which, 
if  it  were  passed  in  its  preaoit  shape,  would  be 
used  as  an  argument  against  the  proposition  he 
had  referred  to. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  taUe — ayes  22. 


Friday,  January  26. 
The  Prebidgnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  December  last,  the 


memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common- 
alty of  the  city  of  New  York ;  and  the  roKwt  was 
read,  and  together  with  the  memocial  rmtred  to 
the  Committee  m  Military  Aflbirs. 

The  Pbesident  also  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trannnitting,  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  the  16th  instant,  stalemeals 
showing  the  state  of  the  several  banks  in  the  Pia- 
trict  of  Columbia ;  and  the  letter  and  statements 
were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Eon-na-noo-lus-kee  or  Chalange,  a  un- 
live  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  praying 
that  the  life  esute  to  a  reservation  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  secured  to  him  by  the  treaty 
with  said  nation  in  1817,  may  be  extended  to  a 
/eesimpU  estate,  or  that  be  may  be  permitted  to 
purchase  the  same  at  the  minimum  price,  with  a 
reasonable  time  to  accomplish  the  payment }  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Con- 
mittee  on  PuUic  Lands. 

Mr.  Babboub  presented  the  manorial  of  Rich- 
ard S.  Hackley,  late  Consul  of  the  United  Stales 
at  Cadiz,  praying  to  be  remunerated  &r  certain 
disbursements  made  by  him  in  the  discha^  of 
his  official  duties  j  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lanmah  presented  the  petition  of  Abel 
Sholes,  of  Connecticut^  praying  an  increase  of  his 
pension ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petitimi  of  John  Low- 
:  den,  of  SouUi  Carolina,  praying  to  be  refunded 
the  amount  of  an  export  bond  paid  at  the  custom 
house  at  Charleston,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coqot- 
mittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Puhlie 
Lands,  to  wlwm  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ing permisw)n  to  tax  the  lands  sold  by  the  United 
States ;  made  a  repwt,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought  iuat 
to  be  granted.   Tbe  report  and  petition  were  read. 

Mr.  JoHHaoN,  of  Louisiana,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  clerk  of  the  District 
Court  of  tbe  United  States  for  tbe  District  of  Lou- 
isiana to  appoint  a  deputy  to  aid  him  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  dutieaof  his  office;  and  the  UU  was 
twice  read  by  unenimoQ*  consent ;  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  it  was  agreed  to 
reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  on  ordering  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jar- 
rott,"  to  be  read  a  third  time ;  and  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Comnuttee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Barker:  and  it  was  postponed  to  Mondajr  next. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Matthew  McNair,«nd 
the  bill  to  establish  the  district  of  Blakeley,  were 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford  was  raad 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
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Samael  Tucker,  late  a  ci^aam  in  the  Navy  <^  the 

United  States;  aod  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  dajr  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  further  to  establish 
the  compeosatjon  of  the  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Seoateproceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Robert  SwarCwoot ;  and  it  was  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ctmsider,  a>  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Hoffman ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  JoytrsOM,  of 
Louisiana,  it  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

The  Senateraroceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  concerning  Thomas 
Shields  and  others;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for^  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  con»deiation  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Gooding 
and  James  Williams ;  and  it  was  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

The  Benate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  reUef  of  Danid  McDuff;"  and  it  was  p08^ 
poaed  to  Friday  next. 

Mr.  HoBSBT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
soluli<ui  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  au- 
thoziziog  the  Preside!  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  astronomical  observations  to  be  mode  to 
ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  from  some  ^own  meridian  in 
Europe,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DiCEEBSON,  from  the  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States^  and  Representatires  to 
Congress,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment, 
(to  make  it  imperative  on  the  Electoral  Colleges 
to  fiU  vacancies,  instead  of  merely  authorizing 
them  to  do  lo ;)  which  report  was  read. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  reiwesentar 
tires  Patience  Gordon  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  oidered  to  a  third 
leading. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thos. 
Sloo  and  John  Caldwell,  tlu  register  and  receiver 
of  public  moneys  at  Shawneetown,  praying  an 
iBcreaK  of  compensation,  made  an  nnfavoraUe 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  publication  of  private 
acts  of  Congress  and  Indian  treaties  in  some  one 
newspaper  in  the  city  of  Washington,  was  taken  up 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  it  was  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  Eaton  ^  and  the  bill  was  ordaed 
to  be  en^ffoised  for  a  thud  reading. 

The  piU  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  lots  in 
the  pBbiic  reservation  No.  10,  in  Washington 
c^,  being  taluD  up,  it  was,  on  motion  of  nb-. 


HoBesT]  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  with  the  view 
of  allowing  to  an  individual  who  conceives  his 
private  rights  affected  by  the  bill,  time  to  make 
his  representation  to  the  Senate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Eaton,  having  obtained  leave,  introduced 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of  last  session,  for 
the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  Jotm 
Shute,  and  John  Nichols ;  which  was  raid. 

TIRGINU  MILITABT  LANDS. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  for  extending  the 
time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants 
(fot  two  years  longer)  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

This  subject  gave  rise,  as  usual  whtai  under 
consideration  heretofore,  to  a  good  deal  of  dit- 
cussion. 

Mr.  Tbomas  briefly  explained  to  the  Seuate 
the  considerations  in  favor  of  extending  the  in- 
dulgence proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  thought  it  was  time 
that  something  explicit  was  done,  as  to  the  time 
when  this  subject  should  be  closed,  and  some  re- 
port made  of  the  lands  located,  and  those  which 
remained  for  the  disposal  of  the  United  States, 
dec.  He  f^ve  a  brief  narrative  of  the  circum- 
stances which  produced  the  reservation  by  Vir- 
ginia, of  the  country  between  the  Sciola  and 
Little  Miami,  for  satisfying  her  military  land 
warrants.  The  body  of  land  in  Ohio,  reserved 
by  Virginia  for  this  purpose,  was  of  great  extoiL 
and  the  surplus  belonged  as  much  to  the  Unitea 
States  as  any  other  land  in  that  State;  and  it 
was  time,  he  thought,  that  something  was  done  to 
show  what  quantity  was  left— how  this  matter 
stood — and  to  begin  to  think  of  some  termination 
to  this  long  standing  subject.  Instead  of  passing 
this  bill  with  an  extension  of  two  or  three  years ; 
he  would  give  but  one  year,  with  an  understand- 
ing, that  it  would  not  be  extended  longer,  unless 
some  explanation  should  be  given  to  justify  it 

Mr.  Babbocr  entered  into  a  history  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  show  the  difficulties  which  had  impeded  a 
final  adjustment  of  this  whole  subject.  Head- 
verted  to  the  cession  made  by  Virginia  to  the 
Union,  of  all  her  immense  northwestern  posses- 
sions, presumed  then  to  extend  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 
out  of  which  territory  she  had  reserved  a  tract  for 
satisfying  the  pledge  she  had  given  to  her  Revo- 
lutionary officers  and  soldiers.  This  pledge  was 
made  as  well  to  those  of  the  State  line  as  the 
Continental  line,  but  in  the  contract  of  cession 
and  reservation,  by  some  unknown  means,  the 
word  State  was  omitted ;  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  had  taken  advantage  of  this  omis- 
sion, in  the  face  of  the  most  conclusive  circum- 
stances, even  its  recognition  of  the  princi^e,  in 
one  of  the  articles^  to  reject  all  applications  to 
satisfy  warrants  oi  the  State  line.  Mr.  B.  ani- 
madverted on  this  conduct,  which  he  would  not 
characterize  by  the  epithet  which  would  be  ap- 
plied to  it  in  private  life.  Leaving  this  part  of 
the  subject,  Mr.  B.  HTgaed  to  show  that  most  of 
the  persons  originally  possessing  these  nnlocated 
titles,  being  scattered  far  and  wide,  were  either 
il^Aorant,  or  dieir  dcscendante  or  heirs  were  igao' 
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rant,  of  their  title  j  many  of  these  were  orphans, 
who  would  sooner  or  later  learn  their  right,  and 
claim  it;  that  it  would  be  cruel  and  unjust  to 
foreclose  them,  &.C.,  and  he  defended  the  bill  as  it 
stood. 

Mr.  Trimble  made  some  remarks  explanatory 
of  the  cireumstances  of  this  reserration,  and  the 
course  heretofore  pursued  by  Cuneress,  as  well  as 
by  Virginia;  the  diflScnlties  which  had  grown  out 
of  the  conduct  of  Virg^inia  herself,  from  turning 
out  the  sorvevor  appointed  bv  the  officers,  &c., 
and  to  show  tne  reasons  why  all  the  locations  had 
not  been  made ;  one  of  which  was  that  the  Indian 
title  to  a  great  oart  of  the  tract  between  the  Sci- 
Ota  and  Miami  nad  not  until  recently  (a  part  of  it 
as  late  as  1818)  been  extinguished,  and  which  of 
course  could  not  previously  be  located.  He  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  great  in- 
justice in  Congress  to  refuse  ample  time  for  the 
location  of  those  warrants. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  thought  this  a  ques- 
tion simply  whether  Congress  would  enforce  the 
principles  of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  the 
just  claims  of  the  poor  war-worn  soldier,  or  his 
friendless  orphans.  Aeainst  such  a  course  he  pro- 
tested and  reasoned.  These  claims  had  lost^o 
part  of  their  validity  by  delay ;  much  less  had 
they  been  forfeited ;  and  he  did  not  beliere  it 
cornd,  be  hoped  it  could  not,  erer  become  a  seri- 
ous question  in  Congress  whether  time  should  be 
allowed  for  them  to  ne  brought  in. 

Mr.  Thomas  referred  to  the  several  acts  of 
Congress  on  the  subject,  and  spoke  as  to  the  legis- 
lative history  of  this  subject,  illustrative  of  the 
proprietv  ana  justice  of  extending  the  full  time 
proposed. 

Mr.  RoGOLES,  of  Onio,  moved  to  strike  out  ttpo 
years,  and  insert  one  year  as  the  time  of  extension. 
He  argued  that  those  lands  which  were  not  taken 
up  by  the  warrants^  remained  unsettled;  and  that 
toe  niTther  extension  of  indulgence  operated  to 
prevent  the  populating  of  the  country  in  question ; 
that  there  ought  to  oe  some  limit  established  to 
this  indulgence,  and  he  thought  one  year  more 
would  enable  Congress  to  juage  when  this  limit 
could  be  fixed,  ana  a  termination -be  put  to  this 
drawback  on  the  settlement  of  the  country. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Barbodr. 
Talbot,  and  Trimble;  and  it  was  negativea 
without  a  division. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


MoNUAT,  January  29. 

The  Pbbbidemt  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  statemoits  ex- 
liitHting  the  contracts  which  were  made  by  the 
i^uartermaster  general,  commissary  general  of  sub- 
sistence, the  ordnance  departmoat,  the  commis- 
sary general  of  purchases,  and  the  ei»ineer  de- 
partment, in  the  year  1820;  and  the  fetter  and 
statements  were  read. 

Mr.  HoBSET  presented  the  petition  of  the  pre- 
sident and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  and 
the  petition  of  the  directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank 


of  Washington,  severally  praying  an  extension  of 
the  charters  of  the  said  Kinks  respectively;  and 
the  petitions  were  read,  and  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Sanfobd  presented  the  petition  of  Harriet 
Sbackerley  and  others,  surviving  children  of  Pe- 
ter Shackerley,  who  was  slain  on  board  the  frigate 
Chesapeake,  m  the  rencounter  with  the  British 
frigate  Leopard,  in  1807,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
stipend  equal  to  that  pronered  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, to  the  families  of  those  killed  on  that 
occasion ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  praying  that  such  an  increase  of  the 
naval  force  of  the  United  States  on  the  south- 
western coast  of  America  may  be  made,  as  will 
afford  sufficient  protection  to  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  that  quarter ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  Hdnter  presented  the  petition  of  Stephen 
F.  Nortbam  and  others,  of  Rhode  Island, 
chants,  representing  that  they  took  out  license  in 
the  year  1815,  for  distilling  spirits  from  molasses 
for  one  year ;  that  a  few  days  after  their  distillery- 
was  inundated^  and  so  much  injured  by  the  vio- 
lent gale  of  wind  and  flood  of  tide,  which  at  that 
time  happened,  as  to  suspend  its  operation  nearly 
half  the  year,  and  praying  that  so  much  of  the 
money  paid  for  said  license  may  be  restored  to 
them^  as  will  be  equal  to  the  time  the  distillery 
remained  inoperative ;  and  the  petition  was  rea^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Watson  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  praying  a 
grant  of  land  in  consideration  of  military  services ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  reierred  the  petition  of  George  Jack- 
son, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.   The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  J.  L.  B.  Ma- 
carty,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  J.  L.  B.  Macartv  ;  and  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the^bili  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committer  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Villcre, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  made  a  report  on 
the  claim  of  Matthew  B.  Cath^,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution,  that  the  petitioner's  claim  ought  not 
to  be  allowed.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Robebts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  E.  B.  Clem- 
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son,  made  a  report,  accomiHiQied  by  a  resolutioD, 
that  the  Player  of  the  petitiooer  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    The  report  aod  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  from  the  last  mentioned  com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Han- 
son Catlett,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resO' 
lution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Sanfobd,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Smith,  jr.,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  refused. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  the  memorial 
of  the  (Seneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
praying  permiasioa  to  tax  certain  lands }  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Tboha^  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  pro(%eded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  C«nmittee  on  Public  Lands,  on  the  memorial 
of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Shawneetown ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
or  Jacob  Barker;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Kino  of 
New  York,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  passed  on  the 
5th  of  April,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  John  Sbute,  and 
John  Nichols,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committe  of  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Patience  Qordon,  widow,  deceased,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  hill  supplementary  to  the  act  passed  on  the 
11th  of  May,  1830,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia mihtary  land  warrants,  and  returning  sur- 
reys thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  spent  some  time  in  considering  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Commodore  Samuel  Tucker ; 
which  bill  was  advocated  at  some  length  by  Mr. 
WALKEa  of  Geoisia.  The  bill  was  then  post- 
poned to  Wedneswy. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wfaol^  the  eonaderation  of  the  bill  further  to  es- 
tablish the  compensation  of  the  officers  employed 
m  the  collection  of  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and  having  amended  the  same, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


ToEsoAv,  January  30. 
Mr.  Noble  j)resented  the  petition  siened  by  a 
number  of  individuals,  concerned,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, as  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the 
law  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of 
poblie  lands,"  stating,  that  said  law  operates  in- 


juriously upon  them,  and  praying  that  they  may 
be  permuted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  portion  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KiNQ,  of  New  York,  laid  on  the  table  sun- 
dry resolutions  adopted  at  an  assemblage  of  the 
citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  consisting  of  the 
most  respectable  merchants,  landlords,  and  others, 
declaring  tbe  pernicious  and  injurious  effects  upon 
commerce  from  sales  at  auction,  under  the  exist- 
ing system;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sanforo,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  rderred  the  hill  conraming  the  col- 
lection of  public  moneys,  reported  the  same  with 
amendments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  Ae  Committee  on  PuUic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  biU,  entitled 
I' An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Seward,'^  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  location  of  land  warrants,  and  the 
issuing  of  patents  in  certain  cases;"  reported  it 
with  amenaments,  which  were  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  L.  B.  Macarty  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  suspend  the  recruiting  service  for  a  limited 
time ;  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  r^ort  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  tbe  petition  of  George 
Jackson  ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next- 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  nassed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Webster a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  river ;"  and  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  regalate  the  entry  of 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  trom 
any  adjacent  territory in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  of  CUim^ 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Hardeman,  whicn  was  read. 

The  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  un- 
favorable to  tbe  petitions  of  Matthew  B.  Cathey, 
of  E.  B.  Clemson,  of  Hanson  Catlett,  and  that  of 
the  Committee  of  Finance  against  the  petition  of 
William  Smith,  jun.,  were  severally  considered 
and  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  further  to  establish 
tbe  compensation  of  the  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  customs,  and  spent  some  time  in 
maturing  its  details. 

In  the  course  of  its  consideration,  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  submitted  the  views  which  governed 
him  in  proposing  this  measure,  and  referred  to 
various  facts  touching  probable  abuses,  in  the 
illegal  conversion  of  public  funds  to  private  emola- 
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ment,  to  show  the  expediency  of  the  bill,  as  well 
ia  regard  to  the  preveation  of  these  abuses,  as  to 
the  obiect  of  retreDchmeDt  and  economy.  Befne 
the  bill  was  gone  through — 

Oq  motioD  of  Mr.  Lloyd^  who  wished  a  little 
further  lime  to  ezamioe  its  important  provisions, 
the  bill  was  postponed  to  Thursday. 

The  bill  concerning  Thonias  Shields  and  others, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
which  it  was  ex^ained  by  Mr.  Pleabants^  and 
WBi  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reMiog. 

RBUBF  TO  LAND  PUBCHA8ERa 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
oftitt  purchasers  of  public  lands.  The  question 
under  consideration  was  aa  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  TnoHAa,  in  safastane^  to  erttai  the  prons- 
ioBB  of  the  bul  to  those  who  bold  ka^  nnder  the 
original  porehasars  from  the  pablie. 

Mr.  KiHO,  of  New  York,  submitted  at  luge  his 
Tiewi  of  the  n^icy  of  this  bill,  and  the  reasons 
which  daimed  hu  support  of  it — stating  his  ideas 
at  mode  and  measure  of  relief  proper  to  be 
granted  to  the  different  classes  of  purchasers,  Ac 

The  amendment  proitosed  by  Mr.  Thohas  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Various  other  amendawala  were  adopted  on 
successive  motions  of  Mr.  Tbomab,  making  its 
provisions  more  extensively  ^plicahle  to  the  vari- 
ous classes  of  purchasers;  as  well  as  in  other  fea- 
tures of  its  detail. 

Mr.  Waleer,  of  Alabanu,  moved  an  amend- 
ment going  to  extend  the  proposed  discount  to  the 
whole  amount  of  purchase  money,  instead  of  mere- 
ly on  the  sum  remaining  due:  in  support  of  which 
he  referred  to  the  reasons  submitted  by  him  some 
days  ago  in  favor  of  such  a  provision. 

A  debate  of  some  length  took  place  on  this  pro- 
position ;  in  which  it  was  opp^ed  by  Mesns.  Van 
DvKB,  LowBiB,  aod  Kino,  of  New  York,  and 
was  defended  by  Mr.  Walkbb,  of  Alabama. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  ultimately  re- 
jected without  a  division. 

The  Uank  in  Which  to  insert  the  discount  con- 
tonplated  to  be  allowed  to  Aese  pnrehaaers  on 
their  payments,  Mr.  Thohas  moved  to  SO.  with 
"  thirtj'aeven  and  a  halT*  per  cent. 

This  motion  produced  likewise  smne  debate, 
tooehinff  the  proper  deduetica  to  be  allowed,  Ac., 
Messrs.  XowBiJt,  and  £imo,  of  New  York,  op- 
posing this  amount. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— 19  to  11. 

Mr.  Van  DtxB  moved  an  amendment,  going  to 
limit  the  extension  of  the  credit  to  those  who 
have  purchased  no  more  than  two  contiguous 
half  quarter  sections  of  land. 

On  this  motion  considerable  diseu»ion  arose, 
ia  which  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Kino  of  Alabama, 
Bdwarus,  Kino  of  New  York,  and  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  took  part. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion 
the  usual  hour  of  adjournment  had  arrived  >  and, 
about  4  o'clock,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Jahuabt,  18S1. 


Wbdxbsdat,  January  31. 

The  Pbbbidbnt  commnnieated  a  letter  from  the 
Postmaster  Ckneral,  transmittiMr  a  statement  of 
all  contracts  m^e  by  the  Post  OvBce  DqArtment 
during  the  last  year,  and  a  statement  of  contracts 
made  ia  a  former  year ;  and  the  letter  and  state- 
ments were  read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbbidbiit  op  tbb  Umitbd  Statbb: 
7b  Ike  Satate  qfthe  United  Stata  .- 

I  triDsmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretaij 
of  the  TraasDry,  submitting  copies  of  the  instmctwas 
given  to  the  commissioDert  appointed  under  the  act  of 
the  15th  of  May,  1820,  aathorizing  the  location  of  a 
road  from  Wheeling,  in  the  ihste  of  Virginia,  to  a 
point  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Hiuisnntt  rtver,  between 
St.  Louis  and  the  moolh  of  Uie  lUmoia  river ;  and 
copies  of  the  report  made  by  the  said  eemmii^anefa 
to  die  Traasory  Depertneat,  of  the  pmgrass  tbey 
have  saade  ia  Ibe  execution  of  the  dnlies  pieaerlbed 
^  tw  the  said  ad,  logMhnr  with  maps  ot  the  country 
threngh  which  the  locatioa  is  to  be  made. 

JAUE8  HONBOE. 

WAaaiHoTov,  January  SI,  18S1. 

The  Messa|^  and  tepot't  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  RoBBRTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entided  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNiel the  hill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne,"  the  bill 
entitled"Anact  for  the  relief  of  LewisH.Guerla  in 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rod- 
riguez i"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Francis  B.  Languille and  the  bill,  entitled  "An. 
act  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge re- 
ported them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thohas,  from  the  Committee  on  Putdic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entided 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott,"  re- 
ported it  with  amendments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Central  "Buik  of  Geome* 
town  and  Wa^ington,  in  behalf  of  the  stoa- 
holders^  praying  that  the  charter  of  said  bank  may 
be  contmued,  until  tbey  can  eSectuaUy  close  die 
concerns  thereof;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  or  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Webster  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
the  district  of  Pearl  river and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchan- 
dise imported  into  the  United  States  from  any  ad- 
jacent territorv were  severally  read  the  second 
time,  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Webster,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  di»> 
trict  of  Pearl  river was  referred  to  the  Conuait- 
tee  on  Commerce  and  Manu&ctures. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  renilate 
the  entnr  of  merchandise  imported  into  Uie  United 
States  from  any  adjacent  territory,"  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 

Digitized  by  Google 


BMtfto  Land  Purchum. 


258 


mSTORT  OF  CONOBBSB. 


254 


Jauvakt,  ISSl. 


the  Coouatttee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  James 
VilleiA  ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consida  the  rq>ort  of 
the  Committee  on  Ptiblie  Lands,  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Hardonu;  and  it  was  postponed  until 

tO-mOTTOW. 

Ivlr.  Smitb,  fromtheCommitteeon  thejudieiary, 
otoiioed  leare  to  be  dischai^ed  from  the  further 
consideratioa  of  the  petition  of  John  Bioren  and 
Fielding  Lucas,  booksellers }  and  also  (after  some 
discussion  on  tne  practicability  of  maturing  any 
thin^g  on  so  intricate  a  subject  during  the  present 
seaaion)  bom  the  farther  consideration  of  the  in- 
quiry mencd  to  that  committee,  uto  the  enedi- 
ency  oi  dimintdiing,  eqoalizing,  andeataUishiiw, 
the  fees  of  dutriet  attorneys,  derlu,  and  manhals, 
and  other  offieeta. 

The  aignMed  bfll  concerning  Thnnas  Shields 
and  otlms  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
ant  to  the  other  House  for  oonemrenee. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  redacing  tne  com- 
pensation of  the  members  of  Congress,  and  also 
the  salaries  of  the  principal  and  ouer  officers  of 
the  Executire  De|Mtrtments,  at  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, stated,  that  the  committra  had  made  all 
the  necessary  inquiries,  and  collected  all  requisite 
information  from  the  different  departments  com- 
pr^ended  in  the  scope  of  their  inqniry,  from  the 
rear  1790  to  the  year  1820;  that  the  committee 
and  ddy  deliberated  on  the  whole  matter  referred 
to  Aem,  and  that  not  being  able  to  agree  on  any 
apEcific  report,  embracing  any  system  or  tneasnre 
01  rednetion,  partid  or  general,  it  only  remained 
to  state  this  net  to  the  Senatb  which  he  was  in- 
structed to  do,  and  ask  to  be  disehaned  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject,  that  the  Sen- 
ate might  be  enabled  thus  eariy  to  take  such  fui- 
tber  oraer  on  it  as  should  to  it  appear  expedieAt. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  arose  on  the  question  of 
thus  dbeharging  the  committee  from  the  subject 

It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Smitb, 
chiefly  on  the  ground  that,  as  a  specific  inquiry 
had  been  jefetred,  a  specific  report,  either  for  or 
against  the  objeet,  ought  to  be  made ;  that  this 
ittode  of  disposmg  of  such  an  inqniry  was  an  in- 
iKyvatton  on  legislative  custom ;  that,  as  the  Chair- 
man hadj  with  great  industry,  collected  a  mass  of 
bifimnation  on  3ie  sntgeet,  it  was  proper  to  submit 
it  to  thtt  Bottta,  with  an  opinion,  no  matter  how 
eonriafv  of  tiw  eoltamittee;  that,  as  the  camnittee 
hmi  eome  to  a  decinon  on  the  subiject-^natter  re- 
ferred to  them,  that  decinon  on^t  to  be  reported, 
fte.  Mr.  Macov  tbooght  the  documents,  at  any 
ooriit  to  be  laid  Before  the  Senate,  that  it 
mygtA  SftTe  the  same  llj^t  on  the  subject  as  the 
eommtttee  had. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  was 
supported  hr  Messrs.  Dana,  Stokes,  Otib,  and 
/oairaoK,  of  Kentucky,  for  the  reasons,  generally, 
that,  as  the  committee  could  agree  upon  no  plan 
of  reduction,  they  could  come  to  no  practical  con- 
dsauHi,  and  thetef<ne  could  mtJte  no  specific  report 
ev  ffcomwcoclifiuii  j  tint  die  committee  had  tried 


SnrATB. 


the  question  on  one  salary  and  amount  of  compen- 
sation after  another,  but  a  majority  could  not  unite 
on  any  one  point  of  reduction ;  that  the  informa- 
tion possessed  by  the  committee  would  be  (and  was 
after  the  discussion  commenced)  laid  before  the 
Senate ;  that  the  mode  now  proposed,  of  dischar- 
ging a  committee  which  could  do  nothing,  was 
the  most  proper,  under  the  circumstances,  the  most 
Parliamentary  and  lo^cal ;  that  there  was  an  in- 
congruity in  the  committee's  reporting  it  expedient 
to  <to  nothing ;  that  it  would  be  eunpetent  still  for 
any  gmtleman,  who  was  dissati^ed  with  the 
remit,  to  make  any  nieeifle  motion  for  rednetioa 
in  any  Iwuch  of  the  Gorernment,  dbc. 

Th«  qncetion  bnng  taken  on  duehargkig  the 
committee  from  the  Tnrther  conrideration  the 
snigect,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and 
naya,  asff^ows: 

Ysis-^Messra.  Dana,  Edwsrda,  Jofaiuon  of  Ken- 
tacky,  J^inson  of  LoninMa,  Kin^  of  Alabama,  MiDa, 
Otis,  Parrot t,  Su4us,  Talbot,  Taj^or.  Walker 
of  Georgia,  and  Williaias  of  Tanaeaaee. 

NATa>*Meaani.  Barboar,  Drawn,  Chandler,  Didc- 
ersoD,  Eaten,  EtIlotI,  Gaillard,  Holaies  of  Maine, 
Holme*  of  Miaaiasippi,  Horsey,  Hnntsr,  King  of  Kew 
Torit,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowris,  Maeou.MorA, 
Palnar,  Piaknay,  naasants,  Roberta,  Ronlea,  Swd* 
find,  aiMtf  ThMBSB,  Tiohenor,  TilmU^  Tan  Dyke, 
Walker  of  Alabana.  aad  WilHuns  of  BOasiaBippi— 91. 

Mr.  Dana  ddirered  in  the  following  report : 
The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  redncing  Uia  allonancea  aathorfzcd  by  hw 
for  the  two  Hoosea  of  Congress,  and  for  the  Execntive 
Departmenti,  r^ort  i  Thvt  ihqr  hare  made  inquiry 
ueeatitiiig  to  Ae  rt«rintion  for  th«r  ai^ntmenti  and 
do  not  consider  it  adriaable  at  the  presuit  tune  topro- 
poae  any  redaction  of  legal  allowances  in  the  caaaa  to 
th^m  referred.  Tba  following  resolution  is  accordingly 
submitted : 

Raohed,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  reduce  the 
compensation  allowed  by  law  for  the  respeclive  Hoases 
of  GoDgreas,  and  for  the  principal  and  otbsr  oaeeTs  in 
the  Exeoutiro  Departments. 

The  Kpott  was  read. 

THE  RELIEF  NLL. 

The  Senate,  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
IVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  thepurekasenof  pnUie  lands— Mr.  Van  Dyks's 
motion  to  aitiend  the  bill  by  limiting  the  credit  to 
diOBe  iriiose  turchases  hare  ttot  exceeded  two 
cont^otv  fcalf-qaarter  aectioni,  bang  still  under 
consideration. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment 
widiout  debate  and  it  was  agreed  to — 16,  to  12. 

The  Senate  spent  much  much  time  in  considering 
other  amendments,  as  well  of  the  original  prorisions 
as  of  additional  provisions  proposed  to  be  inserted, 
withtheTiewofrenderingilsenactmeotsmoreclear, 
of  guarding  them  against  abus^  &c. ;  in  the  proposi- 
tion and  discussion  of  which  Messrs.  Van  Dyke, 
WALrBB,ofGeorgia,KiNO,  Walkeh,  of  Alabama, 
Eaton,  King,  of  New  York,  and  Talbot,  took 
part.  Of  these  propositions,  the  foUowing,  offered 
by  Mr.  Eaton,  as  a  new  section,  was  the  only  one 
wluchBft>ctedoremhneedanyimp{vt>nt^ineiide: 
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And  be  ii  Jiirthtr  enacted,  Thit  any  purehiMr  of 

pablie  Itadi  who,  pievioni  to  Ihe  day  of  — 

lait,  had  actoally  made  a  acttiement  on  the  aatne,  aball 
be  allowed  ■  remisnon  of  all  iotereet ;  and  twenty-five 
per  cent,  discount  on  the  amount  yet  unpaid,  and 
ahall  pay  for  the  residue  in  instalments  of  one,  two, 
 years  without  interest :  Provided,  That  the  set- 
tlement of  any  one  quarter  section  or  legal  subdiTieion 
of  a  fratiional  section,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  a  set- 
tlement of  all  eoDtif  Qona  and  adjoinins  quarter  sec- 
twos  or  legal  aobdivtaiona  of  fnetioaal  section,  so  by 
Uffl,  in  bis  own  right,  held,  and  possessed,  not  eicec il- 
ia g  one  soction. 

This  amendment  wu  opposed  for  Tarioos  rea- 
sons by  Messrs.  King,  of  New  York,  Talbot,  Van 
D¥KB,  and  Edwards,  as  inexpedient,  and  incom- 
patible with  the  original  views  which  produced 
the  bill,  which  it  might  endanger;  and  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  Eaton,  and  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tacky,  on  the  general  ground  that  the  actual  settlers 
and  cultivators  of  puuic  lands  ought  to  be  relieved, 
as  well  as  the  very  large  and  very  &mall  purcha- 
sers, now  only  in  the  contemplation  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Talbot  was  in  favor  of  confining  the  amend- 
ment to  a  balf  section;  and  Mr.  Johitbon,  of 
Kentucky,  was  in  favor  of  one  section.  Mr. 
LowKiE  thought  the  amendment  unnecenary,  and 
was  willing  to  ratteod  the  class  of  small  purcha- 
sers to  halfa  sectitm  of  land.  Mr.  Eaton  modi- 
fied hisamendmentsoas  to  extend  it  to  one  section 
of  land.  Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the 
amendment,  it  was  with  the  bill  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tiie  Senate  then  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day  took  up  the  Banktupt  bill ;  but  before  any 
progress  was  made  in  it,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thdrsdat,  February  1. 
Mr.  Otib  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel  Par- 
ker, of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  the  patent 
heretofore  granted  to  him  for  certain  improvements 
in  machinery,  the  limitation  of  which  is  about  to 
expire,  may  be  renewed ;  and  the  potion  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Allen,  reported  a  bill  for 
passing  to  the  credit  of  Nathaniel  Allen  certain 
moneys  by  him  disbursed  in  the  public  service ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  gave  notice,  that,  to- 
morroWj  be  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
concerning  the  process  of  execution  issuing  from 
the  «xth  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the' 
district  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Noble,  irom  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bllL  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of 
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certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Colun^ia ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  JoHHBOii^  m  Loiusiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  eonaideiation : 

Senhedr  That  tha  Committee  oa  Commereo  and 
Hanufaetarea  be  instmcted  to  ioqairo  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  the  erection  of  a  mariae 
hospital  at,  or  near  to,  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  for 
the  admission  of  sick  and  disabled  sesmea  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  sick  and 
disabled  boatmen  who  may  descend  the  Mississippi 
river. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  '*Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P. 
Deslonde a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Pierre  Dennis  De  La  Ronde;  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  confirming  the  location  of  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  remove  the 
land  office  in  the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas in  which  bilk  they 
reouest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosa- 
lie P.  Deslonde"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consult,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Andrew 
Peters  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  that  the  prayer  be  not  granted.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Hardeman;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Eaton,  it  was  laid  on  the  tabl& 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States;  and  itwasjpoat- 

Soned  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Mon- 
ay  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  iQcorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;"  and  it  was 

Rostponcd  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
fooday  nexL 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  Samuel  Tucker,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Louis  Lauret,  of  New  Orleans,  praying  to  be 
admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizenship  earlia  than  is 
prescribed  by  law. 

Mr.  Smitb,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  to  inquire  whether  any. 
and  if  any  what,  amendments  are  necessary  ana 
proper  to  be  made  to  tbe  act,  entitled  "Ad  act  rel- 
ative to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer 
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who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent,** passed  March  1, 1792,  made  a  report  that  it 
is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  legislate  further  on 
the  snbiect. 

Mr.  BifiTH  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  referred  the  resolution  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and  if  any  what,  provisions  are  necessary  or 
proper  to  be  made  by  law  to  meet  contingencies 
wiuch  may  arise  from  unlawful,  disputed,  or  doubt- 
ful Totes,  under  that  part  of  the  tmlfth  article  of 
amendmento  to  the  ConstitotioB  of  the  United 
States  which  relates  to  eoonting  the  rotes  of  the 
Electors  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  made  a  rqmt  that  it  is  inexpedient 
at  this  time  to  l^islate  on  the  subject. 

The  resolution  ofiered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Chan- 
DLEB  waa  taken  op  and  agreed  to. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Goremor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  transmit- 
ting a  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Housesoi  the  L^islature  of  that  State  on  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  mnk  of  the  United  States  agamst 
the  officers  of  the  State  in  the  United  States  circuit 
court 

Mr.  RooGLBs  moved  that  the  letter  and  leprat 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

This  motint  was  ^posed  by  Means.  Williahs, 
of  Tennessee  and  ETaton^  far  the  reasons  that  it 
was  a  document  out  of  which  no  l^islation  could 
be  expected  to  grow;  that  the  Senate  had  no  more 
to  do  with  the  rraort.  or  the  case  to  which  it  re- 
lated, than  any  other  legislative  proceedings  of  the 
States ;  that  it  came  not  from  any  branch  of  the 
Cteoeral  QoTennaott,  but  waa  in  the  nature  merely 
of  a  private  paper,  which,  however  curious  mem- 
bers might  oe  to  peruse,  the  Senate  in  its  public 
capacity  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  &c.  Mr.  Ea- 
TOM  moved,  however,  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Finance,  to  see  if  it  was  of  a  nature 
to  make  the  printing  of  it  necessary,  it  being  so 
long  that  it  had  not  been  read  in  the  Senate. 

The  motion  to  print  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
RuouLBS,  Talbot,  and  Barbour,  on  the  ground 
senerally  that  the  report  was  transmitted  directly 
from  the  government  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  the 
Senate,  and  that  lespect  for  that  State  required 
that  ilie  document  should  be  treated  in  the  usual 
way  and  be  printed ;  that  itwas  a  doenment  of  an 
important  charaeter,  rdating  to  a  subject  of  great 
national  interest — one  conoemiitf  which  severe 
animadversions  on  the  Stateof  Ohrahad  been  made 
tfaroa|rhout  the  Union ;  that  it  was  a  most  able  and 
ingmious  argument  of  a  great  Constitutional  ques- 
tion, deeply  mvolving  State  rights,  as  well  as  the 
interest  of  the  Oeneral  Qovemment. 

Theknerand  report  were  iiiully  referred  to  the 
Commiltee  aa  Finance,  and  ordoed  to  be  |ninted. 

ALLOWANCE  OP  DRAWBACKS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  unfa- 
ronble  to  the  petitions  of  Paul  Laaosse  and  of 
F.  BaiUy  BUnehard,  of  New  Orleans,  (praying  to 
be  allowed  certain  drawbacks,)  ma  turn  up. 
16th  CoH.2dSEas^9 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  reverse 
the  report,  and  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to  bring  in  a  bill  conformable  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petftioners. 

Mr.  Bbown  supported  the  motion  by  recapitu- 
lating the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  offering 
several  arguments  to  show  that  it  was  justly 
reasonabW  entitled  to  the  relief  prayed.  Mr.  Jobn- 
BOMj  of  Louisiana,  also  spoke  in  support  of  his 
motion,  and  in  favorof  relief  for  the  petitioners. 

Messrs.  Dana,  Hoijib8  of  Main^  and  Lamhah, 
defended  the  report,  and  maintained  the  expedi- 
ency of  enforcing  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  laws. 

The  motion  to  reverse  the  report  was  n^tived 
— ]8  votes  to  15. 

Mr.  JoBHBOK,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  to  sep- 
arate the  two  cases,  by  instructing  the  Committee 
of  Finance  to  report  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of  F.  Bailly 
Blanchard  ool^. 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  the  motion 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  Bbown,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  and  Mills,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Lanhan  and  Holmes,  this  amendment  was  also 
n^tived — 19  to  16 — and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  concurred  in. 

RELIEP  BILL. 

The  Saute  went  into  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public 
land— the  following  additional  section,  offerra  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Eaton,  being  still  under  eonaider- 
ation: 

"And  be  U  farther  maeted.  That  any  pnrehaser  of 

public  lands,  who,  previous  to  the  day  of  ■■— 

last,hsi]  Actually  madfl  a  Mttlemflot  on  the  tame,  ■hall 
tM  allowed  a  reraiaaioo  of  all  interest,  and  twenty-five 
per  cantam  discount  on  th«  amount  yet  unpaid ;  and 
■hall  pay  for  the  reaidue  in  inatalments  of  one,  two, 

 yean,  without  iotereat:  Provided,  That  the  set- 

llsmeat  of  any  one  quarter  aecttoni  pr  legal  sobdivirion 
of  a  Jraetional  ssctiea,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  a 
settlement  of  all  contiguoni  and  sdjoioiog  qoartsr  sao* 
tions,  or  legal  subdivision  of  fraetional  see^a,  so  to 
him  in  his  own  right  held  and  poaseawd,  not  •zflead- 
ing  one  section." 

This  amendment  was  again  debated  at  aome 
lengtbH^essn.  Kino  of  New  YorL  Noblb,  Tal- 
bot, and  Van  Dtke,  opposing  it  for  various  rea- 
sons as  impolitic,  and  at  variance  with  the  main 
object  in  view — the  diminution  of  the  debt ; — and 
Messrs.  Eaton,  RtmoLEe,  and  Suitb,  advocating 
it,  as  essential  to  render  the  bill  just  and  impartiu 
in  its  provisions.  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  King  of 
New  York,  entered  more  largely  into  this  question, 
as  well  as  into  the  policy  of  the  bill  generally,  and 
of  the  proper  mode  and  extent  of  relief. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  amendment,  to  which  the  only  oojec- 
tion,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  difficulty  of  the  dis- 
crimination. 

The  amendment  was  ultimately  n^tived  vrith- 
oat  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walub,  of  Alabama,  a  ]vo- 
Tiso  was  inserted  in  the  bill  substantiaUy  to  make 
the  new  imtalmenCi  of  credit  commence  at  the 
exiwatioii  of  — —  yeura  xcapectiTdy  from 
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days  of  purchase,  in  the  cases  of  those  whose  final 
payments  are  not  yet  due. 

The  amendment  adopted  yesterday  to  confine 
the  proposed  extension  of  credit  to  those  whose 
pureoaBes  hare  "  not  exceeded  two  contuoous  half 
qvrter  sections,"  was,  on  motion  of  Bfr.  KDaouBS, 
leeonsidered ;  and  thai 

Mr.  Talbot  mored  to  modify  the  anundmenL 
ao  as  to  read  "  not  exceeding  /wr  contiguous  half 
quarter  seetionSi"  and  supp(n^  his  motitm  by 
nmdiy  aignments. 

The  nwdificatien  was  agreed  to,  and,  in  this 
shajie,  the  amendment  was  again  agreed  to. 

Some  other  amendments  were  onered,  but,  before 
any  one  of  consequence  was  acted  on,  it  had  be- 
omnelate,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  2. 
The  Pbesident  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  list  of  onpro- 
dnetive  post  roads ;  and  the  letter  and  list  wen 

IMld. 

Mr.  Sanpord  preeoited  the  petition  of  William 
Vauffhan,  sailingmaster  in  the  Nary,  praying  to 
be  aUowed  wize-money  for  the  destruction  of  two 
Tcssels  of  the  enemv  in  the  late  war ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  ana  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Na;Tal  A&irs. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hunsinger,  and  the 
bill,  entitled  'An  act  extending  the  time  for  issu- 
ing and  locating  military  land  warrants  to  officers 
and  soldiers  of  toe  Revolutionary  army,"  reported 
them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  LowBiB,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  James  ftad]^"  t^mrted  it  with  an  amendment; 
i^ieh  was  read. 

Hr.  SAHFOBn,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  wu  merred  the  memorul  of  Archili^d 
Qracie  &  Sons,  and  others,  reported  a  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  unlading  rosds  arriving  from 
foreign  ports  in  certain  cases ;  and  the  biU  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HoBBET,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  reported  a  bill  to 
extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac ;  which 
wa*  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  DioKBRSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
moee  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  district 

Pearl  river,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment 

Hr.  WiLLiAHs.  of  Bfiaassippi,  gave  notice  that, 
on  Monday  next,  ne  should  Bsk  mfe  to  faring  in  a 
bill  to  estaUiah  a  new  land  office  in  the  State  cf 
Mississippi,  and  for  the  better  regulation  of  ea- 
tua  land  districts  in  the  States  m  Ahbama  'and 
HississinpL 

The  tm  for  passing  to  the  credit  of  Nathaniel 
Allen  certain  moneys  by  him  disbursed  in  the  pub- 
lic serrice,  and  the  biUs  from  the  House  <^  Ra«re- 
aentatlTes,  enUtled  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Picne 


Dennis  De  La  Ronde "An  act  aathorizinff  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  remove  theland 
office  in  the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas}"  and  "An  act  confirming 
the  location  of  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State 
of  niiaois,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were  severally 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Piene 
Dennis  De  La  Ronde"  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  ronove  the  land  office 
in  the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas,"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
confirming  the  location  of  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes," 
were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  memorial 
of  Louis  Lanret;  and,  in  cwcunence  (h»ewith, 
tesidred  that  the  wayer  of  the  memorialist  be  not 
gtanted,  and  that  he  hav«  leave  to  withdraw  his 

Senate  i«oc«eded  to  ctasider  the  rqmrt  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  m  the  rescdutiim 
of  the  I3th  of  December,  direetmgthemtoinqniTe 
if  any,  and  what,  {MX>Tinons  are  necessary  to  be 
mi^e  by  law  to  meet  contineencies  which  may 
arise  from  unlawful  votes  under  that  part  of  the 
twelfth  article  of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion which  relates  to  counting  the  votes  of  the 
Electors  for  Pre«dent  and  Vice  President,  and 
concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judu:iaty  on  the  resolution 
of  the  I3(h  of  December,  directmg  them  to  inquire 
if  any,  and  what,  amendments  are  necessary  to  be 
made  to  the  act  "  relative  to  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in 
case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  Presidmt 
and  Vice  President,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  marine  hospital  at  New 
Orleans ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  memorial  of 
Andrew  Peters,  and  others,  officers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary army;  and,  in  concorrence  thoewith, 
resolved  that  the  prayer  be  not  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Conmiittee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Villoe;  and  it  was  posq}onea  to 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  took  op  and  eonsideied,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  which  was  amended, 
and  the  PREsinEHT  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly ;  and,  the  amendments  having  been 
concuned  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  oigrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Surra,  fona  the  Committee  on  the  Jodi- 
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eiaty,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  to  appoint  a  deputy 
to  aid  him  in  the  dischaive  of  the  duties  of  his 
office ;  and  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entided  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  hold- 
ing the  district  court  in  the  northern  district  of 
New  Tork,"  reported  them  sererally  without 
autendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  it 
was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  rote  of  yesterday  on 
the  i^nrt  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the 
memorial  of  Panl  Launsse  and  F.  BaiUy  Blan- 
cbard;  and  it  was  laid  oa  the  laUe. 

Oil  motioa,  by  Mr.  Van  Dns,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tnunry  was  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate 
what  proceedings  have  been  had  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  John  H.  Piatt,  authorized  to  be  liqoi- 
dacled  and  setded  by  an  act  of  the  8th  day  of  May, 
18&0;  and  that  he  report  how,  and  upon  what 
prine^les.  reasons,  and  construction  of  the  law, 
the  said  claimant  attempts  to  support  his  claim. 

Mr.  WiiAAUsa,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 
the  b^  from  the  other  House,'  to  fix  the  Peace 
BiStabUsfament  of  the  Army,  reported  a  substitute 
for  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  WiLUAHB  also  laid  on  the  table  an  esti- 
mate of  the  comparative  expenses  of  the  army, 
under  the  uganization  of  the  last  mentioned  bill, 
as  it  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
that  of  the  proposed  substitute,  which  was  read. 

BELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Seaate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  relieve  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  K&et  some  remarks  on 
the  details  of  the  Inll,  and  exjdanatory  of  his  ideas 
of  the  proper  principleson  which  the  proposed  relief 
oaght  to  be  granted,  to  obtain  the  great  object  ia 
view— 4he  prospective  abolition  of  the  land  debt, 
attd  the  complete  payment  for  all  that  portion  of 
the  land  which  shall  be  retained  by  the  purcha- 
aar*-— suggested  a  substitute  for  the  first  section  of 
the  1»D  (which  he  had  heretofore  informally  sub- 
mitted to  the  Seimte.) 

Mr.  Ona  stated  the  perplexity  under  which  be 
laboced,  owma  to  the  Tanous  pinciples  that  had 
been  inserted  m  thelnlLand  the  different  doctrines 
which  bad  been  urged  in  the  course  of  its  pro- 
tracted eoDsid^tion ;  he  therefore  moved  that 
the  bill  be  Teconunitted  to  a  select  committee,  that 
its  details  might  he  so  digested  as  to  promise  the 
early  and  ffeoeral  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in 
the  plan  to  oe  adtmted. 

fiu.LowRtc  anaMr.  Kmo,  of  Alabama,  thought 
eertaiu  points  in  the  bill,  yet  undecided,  ought  to 
have  the  sense  of  the  Senate  expressed  thereon 
before  it  shoidd  be  recommitted ;  and  Mr.  Walk- 
BB,  of  Alabama,  considered  that  all  the  principles 
of  the  trill  ought  to  be  previously  settled  by  the 
Senate,  and  proceeded  at  some  length  to  contro- 
vert in  part  the  opinions  advanced  by  Mr.  Kino, 
of  New  York.  Mems.  Rdogleb,  Nobls,  JohH- 
«m,  of  Katucky,  and  Edwabds,  oj^tosed  any 


Sbhati. 


recommitment,  as  promising  nothing  valuable  in 
smoothing  the  way  of  the  bill }  and  the  certaiii 
effect  would  be  delay.  Messrs.  Kino,  of  New 
York,  and  Van  Dtke  advocated  the  recommit- 
ment, from  a  belief  that  it  would  accelerate  its 
consummation,  and  produce  a  greater  degree  of 
unanimity  in  its  passage,  &c. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  wasn^atived: 
ayes  13,  noes  SO. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  that  the  number  of  annual 
instalments  by  which  the  debt  remaining  due  shall 
be  discharged,  be  eight. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  opposed  to  so  long  a  credit,  and 
argued  to  show  the  propriety  of  a  more  limited 
number  of  instalments.  Messrs.  RuQOi.Ba,  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  Noble,  and  Eowabds,  advo- 
cated the  motion  to  fill  the  Uank  with  eiffM  yearh 
as  an  extent  of  credit,  under  the  circumstanceB  of 
the  times,  and  the  condition  of  forfeiture  annexed, 
no  more  than  proper. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  eiffht,  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  a  new  section  was 
inserted  in  the  bill,  (similar  to  a  provision  offered 
previously  by  Mr.  Van  Dtke,)  principally  further 
to  secure  the  tarns  of  the  act  fnun  evasion  or  im- 
position. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  add  the  following  section 

to  the  bill : 

And  be  it  further  enattedt  That  all  aama  due,  or 
which  miy  hcrsafisr  become  due,  to  the  Uailed  StatWi 
oa  account  of  any  pdrchase  of  pubUo  lands  heretofore 
made,  may  be  discbsiged  by  •—  equal  annual  instil* 
menti,  which  shall  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  December 
in  eadi  suceesriTe  year,  together  with  so  much  interest 
a>  «biU  ba¥e  accrued  on  each  instalment  from  the 
time  sach  instalment  became  due,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  original  aale.  And  opoa  the  Tatlare  of 
any  aach  pDrchaaer  to  pay  any  of  the  aforesaid  ioatst- 
meota  on  the  day  that  audi  instalment  shall  become 
doe,  the  said  land  on  whidi  auch  inatalment  AtXX  be 
due  ahall  be  Ibrfeiied  to  the  United  States :  Provided^ 
That  any  pmon  or  psnoas  taUng  the  benefit  of  tUs 
proTiaimi  shall  b«  excluded  fion  all  other  bsneflb  oflbi^ 
ed  by  this  act. 

Mr.  S.  deemed  this  the  only  legitimate  or  salu- 
tary provision  which  could  be  made  by  Congress 
for  the  alleTiation  of  the  public  land  debtors^  uid 
argued  at  some  length  in  support  of  his  pn^wsition. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment, 
without  fmrther  debate,  and  waa  negatived— 
ayes  10. 

The  blank  in  the  bill,  left  to  fix  the  {Kriod*  at 
which  payment  of  any  sum  due,  or  becoming  due, 
must  be  made,  to  entitle  the  purchaser  to  the  dis- 
count of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  such 
payment,  was,  after  some  debate  as  to  the  time 
most  expedient,  filled  with  the  fint  day  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-tm. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended,  and  all  the  amendments  agreed  to  with- 
out objection,  except  that  one  which  fixes  the  dis- 
count to  be  allowed  for  the  prompt  payment  at 
thirty-seven  and  a  hal/ver  cent. 

This  amendment  Mr.  L6wbib  moved  to  substi- 
tute with  the  deduction  of  twtattf-Jbn  per  cent. 
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Tlus  motion  was  negitired,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
at  foltowa : 

Tmai — M«Mri.  Chandler,  Dickersoo,  Honey*  Hun- 
tar,  Kinff  of  New  York,  Knigbt,  I.«nm»n,  Lowrie* 
Hacon,  Mills,  Morril,  Otia,  Palmer,  Pwrrott,  PIumqU, 
Boberti,  Scnforil,  Smith,  Tichenor.  *nd  Van  Dyke— 20. 

N&Ti — Meurs.  Brown,  Saton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
GeiUard,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Holmea  of  MiaaiHippi, 
Johnion  of  Kentucky,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Noble, 
Korolea,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor.  Thomas,  Trimble, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Qeorgia,  and  Wil- 
Mams  of  Misiiasippi — 21. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Macon, 
xecommitted  to  the  Land  Committee,  with  the 
view  of  reriaing  merely  its  phraseology,  and  to 
xeport  any  corrections  oi  form  which  may  be  ren- 
doed  necessary  therein  by  the  Tatious  modifica- 
tions which  it  has  undergone  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Mom  DAT,  February  5. 

The  pREeiDBNT  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  statement 
of  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  show- 
ing ihe  amount  of  the  appropriations  for  the  Nary 
Department  for  the  year  1820;  and  the  balances 
remaining  unexpended  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
Slst  of  December  last;  and  the  letter  and  state- 
ment were  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Duffie,  executor  of  Captain  William  Sloo,  de- 
ceased, praying  payment  of  Uiree  certificates  issued 
to  the  deceased  by  the  Quartermaster  Qeneral,  for 
services  rendered  in  the  Revolutionary  war :  and 
Ae  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Clainu. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  oetition  of  William 
Sizer,  one  of  the  BurTiTing  omcers  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army,  praying  that  the  benefit  of  the  late 
met  of  Congress,  granting  pensions  to  the  indigent 
snrvivine  officers  and  soldiers  of  that  army,  may 
be  extended  to  him ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Sanfobd,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
made  an  nnfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
John  Lowden;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
A&irs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Other  House,  for  the  relief  of  the  family  of  the 
Ute  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  irom  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  imfavoraUe  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  H.  Boyles ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  T.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Clarissa  Scott;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  public 
lots  in  the  City  of  Washington,  was  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for 
coDcurrence. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  the  bill  to  extend  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac ;  and  Uie  bill  to 


extend  the  time  fw  unlading  vessels  arriving  firom 
foreign  ports,  in  certain  cases,  were  severalfy  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petiUfn 
of  George  Jackson  j  and  it  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  DicKERBON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea  wall  at  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  and  for  outer  purposes,  reported  it 
with  an  amendmeat ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  July,  1820,  rqxurted  it  with  amend- 
mnts ;  which  vrere  reaid. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHS,  of  Tennessee,  fnm  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affitiis,  to  which  was  refmed 
the  petition  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
York  on  the  subiect,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  tne  United  States  to  retrocede  to 
the  city  of  New  York  the  piece  of  ground  thorein 
called  the  Battery ;  which  bill  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation  of  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  and  for  other  purposes,  and 
spent  some  time  in  maturing  its  details}  after 
which,  it  was  further  postpone  until  to-morrow. 

COMPENSATION  TO  MEMBERS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  appointed  on  the  subject,  adverse  to 
the  propriety  of  at  this  time  makiDg>^anr  reduction 
in  the  compensation  of  the  memboa  of  Congress, 
or  officers  of  the  Elzecutive  Departments. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  amend  the  report  by 
striking  out  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  ana 
inserting  the  following  matter  as  a  substitute: 

"  Saohed,  That  hereafter  the  compeasatfam  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

and  the  delegates  from  territories,  ought  to  be  

dollar*  for  every  day  they  ahall  respectively  attend  an. 

their  duties,  and  dollars  Air  eveiy  twen^  miles 

they  ma;  necessarily  travel,  respectively,  Id  going  to 
and  returning  from  any  session  of  Congress ;  and  thai 
the  compensation  of  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ought  to  be  dollars  far  each  and  every  day 

they  maj  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

•<  Reaolved,  That,  from  and  afUr  the  thirty-arst  day 
of  March  neit,  the  salaries  of  the  SecreUries  of  the 
Departments  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and 
of  the  Navy ;  the  Attorn^  General  of  the  United 
States;  the  Register;  the  first  and  second  Complrol- 
lers ;  the  first,  second,  third,  foonb,  and  fifth  Aoditors 
of  the  Treasury;  the  Commissioner  of  the  Osncrsl 
Land  Office;  Uie  Board  of  CtHnmisHonen  for  the 
Navy;  the  Postmaster  General;  the  Aanetant  Post- 
masters General ;  and  the  salaries  of  all  clerks  on- 
ployed  in  the  several  Eiecutive  departments  of  the 
Government,  including  those  in  the  General  Post 
Office,  which  amount  annually  to  a  sum  exceeding 
eleven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  ought  to  be  reduced 

 per  centum  on  the  said  annual  amonoL" 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
the  further  consideration  of  the  report  was  then, 
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after  some  debate,  postponed  to  Monday  the  19th 
instant. — Ayes  23,  noes  18. 

JAMES  VILLERE. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  un&rorable  to  the  petition  of  James 
Villere^  who  prays  lemuneratbn  far  the  destruc- 
tion or  his  sogar  crop,  and  other  damages  sus- 
tained, by  the  operations  the  American  army 
in  dewnce  of  Neir  Orleins  in  1814  and  1815. 

Mr.  JoHitsoN,  of  Louisiana,  mored  to  reverse 
the  report,  and  to  direct  the  Co.umittee  of  Claims 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 
Mr.  J.  spoke  at  some  length  in  oi^pontion  to  the 
report,  and  in  favor  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Roberts  supported,  in  a  speech  of  consid- 
erable length,  the  correctness  and  justice  of  the 
report. 

Sir.  Bbown  opposed  the  report,  and  argued 
some  time  to  show  that  the  relief  claimed  by  the 
petitioner  was  entirely  reasonable  and  just,  and 
oottht  to  be  granted. 

Tbe  question  being  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  with- 
ont  a  division ;  and  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

COHHODORE  TUCKER. 

The  Senate  then  >fput  took  up  the  bUl  for  the 
tdief  of  Commodore  Samuel  Tocker,  authcnizing 
him  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners, 
at  $50  a  month ;  on  which  bill  a  long  and  wide 
debate  took  place. 

Mr.  Smith  opposed  this  bill  on  principle ;  ad- 
mitting the  merits  of  Captain  T.,  but  arguing  that, 
if  reauy  an  invalid  and  unable  to  maintain  him- 
self there  was  already  provision  made  by  law  to 
embrace  his  case  and  afford  relief;  that,  if  not  an 
invalid,  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass,  the  system  of 
pensioning  for  public  services  merely  being  bad  in 
Itself,  and  still  worse  in  its  tendency.  Mr.  S.  also 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  circumstances  al- 
leged in  the  case  of  the  applicant,  to  show  that 
they  did  not  justify  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  that 
the  applicant  had  been  already,  long  since,  uncom- 
nuoily  well  provided  for  by  the  public,  to  support 
whieh  he  referred  to  resolrei  of  Congress,  &c.; 
tlat,  affording  this  gratoitons  relief  to  the  appli- 
oant,  would  be  treaoing  on  the  ri^ts  of  thousands 
of  ouier  citizens  equally  meritorious,  dec. 

BAr.  Holmes,  oi  Maine,  replied  to  Mr.  S.,  and 
submitted  a  number  of  arguments,  in  addition  to 
those  which  he  used  when  the  bill  was  before  under 
consideration,  in  support  of  it;  referring  to  the 
ioog  and  singnlarly  successful  services,  and  the 
faigflly  gallant  eoDduct  of  Commodore  T.  during 
Mm  Rerolntionary  war,  and  his  present  reduced 
cdrcumAances  and  great  age,  to  establish  the  jus- 
tice of  granting  him  a  mamtenance  out  of  the 
Davy  pension  fund;  that  fund  being  expressly 
jAeageA  to  afford  relief  in  such  cases  as  the  present. 

i/h.  Smith  replied,  and  contended  that  this  very 
pension  fand^was  intended  to  provide  for  disabled 
seamen,  and  not  for  thou  who  were  not  disabled ; 
^t  Commodore  T.  did  not  come  within  the  de- 
■eriptionf  and  therefore  was  not  entitled  to  be  dis. 


tingnished  from  all  the  other  honorable  and  brave 
men  who  have  grown  old  since  they  signalized 
themselves  in  tbe  Revolution.  He  argued  alao^ 
(in  reply  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia, 
the  other  day,)  tbat  the  statute  of  limitations  was 
a  iust  law,  as  well  as  a  wise  and  prudent  one. 

Mr.  Cbandleb  made  a  remark  or  two  in  leftf 
to  Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  placed  this  case  on  a 
footing  with  a  few  others  of  the  Revolutionary 
class,  particularly  that  of  General  Stark,  for  wlumt 
a  bit!  rassed  at  a  recent  session.  He  adverted  to 
some  of  the  prominent  featnies  of  Commodtne  T.^ 
Revolutionary  services,  and  contended  that  it  was 
not  just  or  equitable  tbat  a  veteran  of  the  Revela- 
tion such  as  he,  in  want  now  of  the  means  of  sop- 
port,  should  ask  relief  in  rain.  There  was  no 
danger,  he  argued,  from  such  a  course ;  for,  baw- 
ever  natural  tne  prejudices  in  this  country  whic^ 
existed  against  the  pension  system,  they  arose  from 
the  abuses  practised  in  Great  Britain,  where  pen- 
sions were  lavished  fay  the  Crown  upon  favorites 
of  every  kind,  often  without  regard  to  public  ser^ 
vices  or  private  virtues.  There  was  no  danger  o£ 
such  an  abuse  in  this  country.  The  justice  of 
military  pensions  bad  been  settled  in  this  countir; 
it  was  a  power  delegated  to  the  Government  Df 
the  Constitution ;  and  there  was  no  rbk  of  its  abuse 
in  a  Government  constituted  as  ours,  as  the  people, 
holding  tbe  corrective,  would  always  af^r  a 
remedy  if  the  practice  was  ever  carried  beytnu  its 
just  and  proper  limits. 

Mr.  Smith,  after  subjoining  a  few  remarks, 
moved  to  postpone  the  biU  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Maoon  observed,  that  nothing  would  be 
more  curious  than  a  history  of  the  pensions  of  this 
country ;  the  practice  was  constantly  getting  wider 
and  wider;  but  it  had  been  well  said,  the  nistory 
of  the  country  was  lost  He  referred  to  the  cii^ 
cumstances  of  the  first  pensions  and  those  granted 
since,  to  show  the  regular  extension  of  the  priucH 
pie  beyond  the  limits  at  first  deemed  right.  A  rule 
was  always  found  for  a  new  case,  and  the  case 
gave  rise  to  a  new  rule,  so  that  the  principle  was 
constantly  stretching.  He  was  opposed  to  this 
course^d  argued  l^efly  against  iu 

Mr.  Dam  A  spoke  to  show  Uiat  there  was  no  jm- 
ciple  opposed  to  the  ease  of  CommodoK  T.,  Ukd 
that  the  relief  ought  to  be  granted,  as  it  might  be 
done  without  dai^er  of  exceeding  the  jtist  linilB 
to  which  Congress  were  anthorBed  to  go  by  tha 
spirit  and  prineifdes  of  our  GovemmenL 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  exposed  this  pension  on  j^inci^:^ 
for  the  same  reasons  that  he  opposed  the  pension 
of  General  Stark.  He  observed,  that  if  pensions 
were  granted  for  military  services,  without  disar 
bility,  It  was  not  far  removed,  and  would  not  long 
be  distinguished  from  civil  pensions,  which  would 
probably  follow ;  and  argued  to  show  the  evil  ten- 
dency of  authorizing  pensions  in  cases  like  the 

firesent,  which  could  not  justly  be  distinguished 
rom  a  civil  pmsion. 

Mr.  PLBASAiiTa  stated  the  ground  on  which  the 
Nayal  Committee  reported  the  bill,  which  was  in- 
tended to  give  Commodore  T.  the  amount  of  half- 
pay  for  a  certain  period,  to  which  he  was  striotfr 
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fatitied;  to  show  which  Mr.  P.  addoced  the  &cts 
of  the  case. 

Mr.  Ona  maintained  that  the  case  of  Commo- 
dore T.  entitled  him,  strictly,  to  arail  himaelf  of 
the  benefits  of  the  nary  pension  fund;  that  the 
hQl  called  for  no  new  grant  of  money  oat  of  the 
Treasury;  that  it  Tiolated  no  princi^e;  and  that 
it  did  not  become  a  magnanimous  legislature 
to  withhold  this  boon  from  aim,  to  which  he  was 
80  signally  entitled  in  justice  and  gratitude. 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Macon  added  a  few  remarks, 
and  Mr.  Walker,  of  Geotgia,  also  a  few,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  he  had  said  the  other  day  in  support 
of  the  claim,  declining  to  go  again  at  large  into 
the  case,  as  it  had  been  so  anly  supported. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  billindefinitdy  was 
n«rati7ed — yeas  13,  navs  24. 

After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  of  Mr.  Robebts 
to  reduce  the  proposed  allowance  to  $30  a  month, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  he  engroased  for  a  third 
reading. 


TcEBDAT,  Febmarr  6< 

The  PHEsinsNT  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmiaing  astatement  by  the 
Becond  Comptroller,  of  the  appropriations  for  the 
serTice  of  the  year  1820,  showing  the  amount  ex- 
pended, and  the  balance  reroaimng  unexpended, 
on  the  31st  of  December  last ;  and  the  letter  and 
statement  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  lUinoia;  which 
was  read,  as  follows : 

**M€Mbed  the  Smaie  and  Uouh  <^ RevretaUO' 
tim*  of  the  Gerural  Aatembfy  of  the  State  o/ZWitow, 
TtM  our  S«iiatori  and  Repiesentatim  in  Coogren 
be  requested  to  eDdaaTOr  to  obtain  tha  pasuge  of  a 
law,  so  amending  the  act  «f  the  lait  aoaaion  of  Con- 
giaut  entitled  *An  act  to  anthorin  the  appojotmeBt 
«f  connniasiooers  to  lay  oat  the  road  therein  men- 
tioned,'  u  that  the  a^d  road  may  bo  snrreTcd  and 
Uid  oat  through  the  aeati  of  goTemment  of  the  Statea 
of  Otuo,  lodiaiia,  and  Illinois ;  Provided,  The  com- 
misfionen  to  baTo  boon  appointed  bj  that  act  hare 
not  yet  performed  the  doties  enjoined  upon  them  by 
the  aame  ;  but  tiiat,  if  in  case  they  have  made  the  aar- 
vey  contemplated  1^  said  act,  Aay  ODdearor  to  obtain 
the  pasaage  of  one  antborisinf  «  now  anrrty,  and  lay 
o«t  the  am  road  thnragh  the  wate  of  gOTemment  of 
Ifca  said  Statoa. 

"JOHN  McLEAN. 
■*  S^peaker  of  the  Bum  of  Sep*. 

"QEO.  CALDWELL, 
'*  i^Moikcr  o/the  Benate,  pro  /em." 

Hx.  Babboiik  submitted  the  fdlowing  motion 
fiv  consideration ; 

Setohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join 

Sdk  committee  sa  may  be  appointed  by  the  Houae  of 
preaontaUrea,  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  ox- 
ammmg  the  roteafor  President  and  Vico  Freaidontof 
the  Uuted  Statea,  and  of  notifying  the  persona  elected 
•f  tboir  electien. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  con- 
ddention  of  the  rqnrts  of  the  land  commission- 
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ers  at  St.  Helena  Courthouse  in  I^uisiana,  andat 
Jackson  Courthouse  in  Mississif^. 

Mr.  JoHMBOM,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  had  not  op- 
posed the  motion,  knowing  the  mass  of  bodnesa 
the  committee  had  brfore  than ;  hut  he  iiaeerely 
r^Ktted  that  the  committee  had  luA  time  to  act 
on  the  subject.  He  entered  into  an  exanunatiaD 
of  the  nature  of  the  reports,  and  the  character  of 
the  claims  embraced  in  them ;  and  juged  the  iwr 
porbuce  of  acting  on  the  subject  at  the  prescot 
session.  With  that  aim.  Mr.  J.  moved  tw  the 
reports  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  reference  was  opposed  bv  Messn.  Eatqm, 
LowRiE,  and  Roberts,  principally  on  the  ground, 
that  it  was  now  too  late  in  the  aession  to  act 
definitirely  on  a  snlgect  of  anch  difficulty  «ad 
importance. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Bnown,  and 
Mr.  Edwabus,  replied,  and  wessed  the  reference. 

The  motion  was  adwted,  and  the  foUowiog 
committee  appointed :  Mr.  Jobhbon  of  Louin-  4 
ana,  Mr.  Walker  of  Alahams,  Mr.  Wiluahs  of 
Missifiuppi,  Mr.  £aton,  and  Mr.  LowBiE. 

Mr.  TaoMAs,  frmn  the  Committee  on  Pnhlie 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Ab 
act  anthnizing  the  President  of  the  tlnited  States 
to  remore  theland  office  in  the  district  of  Law- 
rence county,  in  the  Territorr  of  Arkansas and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  the  location  of 
the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  aad 
for  other  purposes;"  reported  them sererally  widi- 
out  amendm^t. 

Mr.  Rdgoles  submitted  Ae  following  motion 
for  consideration ; 

XeaoM,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  inrtnwt- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision 
by  law  for  the  allowance  and  payment  of  the  claim  of 
Darid  Cooper,  for  jpropcrty  taken  for  military  acr- 
rieea  daring  the  lata  war,  by  <ndar  cf  Captain  C.  H. 
Bolden. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississip^  submitted  the  ibl- 
lowing  motion  for  conaiderMim: 

Itei^Md,  That  the  Committee  on  PnUte  Lands  b« 
inatrueted  to  iof  niie  into  the  expediency  of  complying 
with  the  request  made  by  the  dite&  of  the  Choctaw 
tribe  of  Indians,  to  grant  tracts  of  land  to  certain  indi- 
vidnala  named  in  the  docnments  which  accompanied 
the  Mesaage  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statea^ 
tranamitting  to  the  Senate  the  treaty  concluded  at 
Doakes,  on  the  Ifith  day  of  October,  in  the  year  18S0. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Tucker,  late  a 
Captain  in  the  Nary  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Manuel  and  Isaac  Monsanto,  deceased  j 
and  the  IhU  to  antbocise  the  reconreyance  of  a 
tract  of  land  to  the  city  of  New  York;  were  sev- 
erally read  the  second  time. 

T^  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the«^rt  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  petitum  of 
John  Lowden;  and  it  was  postpcmed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  retort  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  H.  Boyles ;  and,  in  concurrence  there- 
with, the  Committee  on  Public  Land  were  dis- 
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charged  from  the  fimher  conaideratkm  of  the  sob- 
ject,  and  the  petttioDcr  had  leave  In  withdnw  Us 
petitioK  and  piqpcn. 

The  fienate  NMuned  the  considentioii  d  the 
TCTOct  of  die  Coffimitloe  of  Clainw  on  the  petition 
of  Geo^  Jacbm;  and  itwaa  postponed  antilt<v- 
morrow. 

A  mciiage  from  the  House  of  RepreaeatatiTes 
infimned  the  Senate  that  the  House  nave  passed 
a  bUl,  entitled  "An  act  m^Aing  approinriations  for 
the  pnblie  baildings,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concnirenee  of  the  Banate. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  considention  of  the 
bill  to  estaUiah  a  nnifonn  system  of  bankruptcy 
throogjuMit  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van  Dykb  spoke  ia  expositi«i  of  the  prin- 
ci^es  of  the  Wl. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS  having  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  seetion  of  the  bill,  rose,  and  said,  that  he 
ought  to  aSer  an  apology  for  entering  into  this  de- 
bat^  if  it  could  be  supposed  at  all  proper,  in  the 
situation  be  now  stood.  He  was  about  to  discusB 
a  subject  with  which  he  was  little  familiar ;  one 
to  which,  until  very  lately^  his  inquiries  had  not 
extended.  When  the  subject  had  been  up  in  for^ 
mer  sessions,  he  had  waited  for  light  from  those 
who  were  movers  of  it.  Having  at  all  times  en- 
tertained iraiHressions  of  great  doubt  as  to  the  pro- 
iniety  of  adopting  a  bankrupt  system,  he  had  been 
led  wesitatiuly  to  countenance  a  j^ofiosition  from 
his  hoooidw  friend  fr<Hn  Ddawate,  (Mr.  Vak 
I>TKB,)at  the  last  session,  udcolated  to  opoate  on 
lUi  insolvents  above  a  very  small  amount.  The 
frienife  of  such  a  bill  aa  this,  then  joined  in  oppo- 
sition, and  it  fell:  but  why  my  friend  should 
have  abandoned  a  scheme  so  liberal  and  congenial 
with  the  principles  of  equal  justice,  for  such  an 
one  as  that  now  before  us,  I  have  yet  to  learn.  If 
I  had  doubts  ^ut  that,  I  have  none  about  this. 
I  think  it  utterly  repugnant  to  the  first  principles 
of  our  GovemmeQl^  as  iodeed  I  do  every  system 
of  bankmi^tcy  that  will  impair  the  obligation  of 
cen^aets,  u  any  shape  or  iorm.  I  give  the  gen- 
tleaian  full  credit,  whra  he  assures  us  he  thinks 
the  intere^  of  the  country  call  for  this  measure. 
Knowing  his  correct  feeungs  and  great  moral 
worth,  I  cannot  ascribe  the  change  of  nis  opinions 
auoe  ^  former  session  to  a  less  solemn  convie- 
tioa.  With  equal  sincerity,  1  believe  the  most 
tnisehicTons  etmseqaences  must  flow  from  this 
project  The  £nc  ol^t  of  which  is,  we  are  told, 
to  protect  the  n^i  of  creditors;  and,  second,  to 
shield  the  innocent  though  unfortunate  debtor. 
If,  with  a  pn^  exercise  of  legitimate  legislative 
authoritjr,  these  ends  could  be  consistently  ob- 
teined,  it  would  be  desiraUe  to  proceed.  It  be- 
cocnes  my  duty  to  show  they  cannot  be  obtained 
either Jby  the  IhH  or  by  adopting  such  a  bankrupt 
system  as  gentlemen  seek  by  any  the  most  inge- 
nions  ezerctse  of  the  l^slative  power. 

Gentlemen  may  talk  as  much  as  they  please 
about  the  protecting  of  the  rights  of  creditors;  that 
has  never  oeen,  nor  never  can  be,  the  object  of  a 
fjraten  that  intends  to  dtseharg^  the  debtor  from 


the  obligation  of  his  e<mtiaet  withoiU  fulflUiiig 
or  without  the  free  coneunence  of  all  his  credt 
Originally,  bankrupt  laws  went  mn^y  to 
seize  and  apply  the  property  of  insolvents,  sank- 
marily  to  the  payment  of  their  creditors,  before  it 
should  be  wasted  entirely.  Bankrupt  laws  wete 
introduced  into  England  in  innovation  of  the 
common  law,  and,  for  the  first  two  hundred  years 
of  their  operation,  no  idea  ever  occmred  of  apply- 
ing them  to  release  the  debtor  from  his  contracts. 
The  insolvent  laws,  also  an  innovation  upon  the 
common  law,  of  a  century  later  introduction,  were, 
from  the  begionine,  allowed  to  work  this  eStct, 
The  first  English  itankrupt  act  that  provided  for 
entire  discharges  was  not  enacted  till  about  1708. 
From  that  time  the  original  purpose  of  the  law 
has  been  lost  in  effect,  and  almost  abandoned  in 
purpose.  I  owe  these  to  the  obliging  su^iestions 
of  my  honoiaUe  friend  from  Rlwde  Island,  (Mr. 
HtTHTsaJ  whose  views  on  these  sulnccts,  ra  the 
case  of  Stnrgis  ««.  Crowninshield,  1  have  read 
with  equal  profit  and  approbatim.  But  Z  contend 
this  bill  promises  little  to  the  creditor,  while  the 
debtor  is  secure  of  his  discharge  from  his  contracts, 
whether  a  dividend  be  made  or  not.  We  had  n 
right  to  anticipate  strong  appeals  to  the  ^erous 
sympathies  of  our  nature  in  mvor  of  the  mnocent 
and  unfortunate  trader.  That  there  are  cases 
highly  compassionable,  I  am  bound  to  suppose; 
as  bad  as  men  may  be  generally,  there  are  stia 
some  consolatory  exceptions.  If  the  gentleman 
will  present  me  a  scheme  to  relieve  such,  that 
shall  not  carry  in  its  train  as  certainly  as  cause 
follows  effect,  an  increase  of,  and  unpunity  to, 
knavery,  perjury,  and  the  most  atrocions  im- 
plies, 1  will  co-operate  with  him  with  alaciitr. 
The  scheme  he  proposes  will  dischane  ten  tu- 
lains  for  one  honest  man.  I  say  it  will  do  it,  be- 
cause it  has  done  it.  On  this  point  we  have  hi9> 
tory,  not  theory ;  and  derarastraticHi,  not  hypothe- 
sis. The  system  offered  us  is  substentisuly  the 
English  system,  and  of  the  results  of  that  system, 
after  a  trial  of  three  centuries,  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion turesently  to  speak.  It  becomes  men  legis- 
lating for  a  great  community  not  to  be  betray^ 
too  easily,  even  by  the  syren  song  of  compassion, 
into  the  most  baneful  expedients.  We  are  tdi, 
on  this  measure,  there  is  no  Constitutional  difi- 
cultv.  Certainly  we  have  substantial  powers  to 
establish  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcy. But,  whether  or  not  it  is  necessary  to 
use  that  power,  we  are  lett  soberly  to  judge,  it  is 
equally  in  our  discretion  in  what  form  we  shall 
apply  diat  power.  It  eertainly  is  not  indispeBsable 
in  the  estabtishment  of  uniform  laws  of  bankrupt- 
cy, that  the  debtM  should  be  discharaed  frcnn  m- 
ture  liability  for  his  contracts.  This,  ihave  ^OWB, 
was  not  the  purpose  of  such  laws  originally,  nor 
is  it  necessarily  to  be  concluded  that  this  wis 
aa  object  with  the  framers  of  the  Coastitntion. 
Tbouffh  wise  and  experienced  men,  there  was 
scarcely  any  experience  of  bankrupt  laws  in  the 
country.  On  the  most  extended  construction,  it 
is  bat  barely  possible.  They  left  it  entirely  op- 
tkwal  with  Congress  to  mould  these  laws  by  such 
enaetmeiits  as  wisdom  might  dictate.  The  States 
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ore  not  restrained  from  passing  bankrupt  laws,  so 
far  as  Congress  may;  not  exercise  ibe  power ; 
though  they  are  restrained  from  passing  laws  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracui.  Congress  are 
charg^  with  tne  highest  conservatory  powers 
delegated  by  the  Constitution.  The  defence  of 
the  country,  for  example,  against  foreign  aggres- 
sion and  domestic  riolence.  It  was  well  under- 
stood, that,  in  the  progress  of  time,  emergencies 
might  arise  when  all  would  hare  to  submit  to  the 
law  of  necessity.  The  Constitution  is  therefore 
wisdy  silent  on  some  points  of  power  in  the  Grene- 
ral  Qorernment  The  citizen  is  secured  against 
IMs  of  attainder,  comiption  of  blood,  and  ex  pott 
f^eto  laws.  While  the  States  are  denied  the  ]mwer 
of  impuriog  the  obligation  of  contracts,  emitting 
bills  of  credit^  coining  money,  or  making  tender 
lam,  these,  with  the  power  of  raising  armies  and 
navies,  loaning  and  appropriating  moneys  for  thdr 
support^  ate  Uft  in  the  discretion  of  Congress. 
This  discretion  ought  always  to  be  regulated  by 
the  great  laws  of  moral  obligation.  What  powers 
are  forbidden  to  the  States  ou^ht  to  be  us^  with 
the  greatest  caution  by  the  United  States.  Noth- 
ing m  ethics  is  more  strictly  enjoined  than  the 
inriolability  of  contracts ;  and  the  case  must  be 
very  strong  indeed  that  will  justify  the  Congress 
in  impairing  them.  Considenn^  them  consecrated 
by  the  most  sacred  moral  sanction,  it  is  our  duty 
to  inquire  whether,  by  justly  pernaps  providing 
for  the  releasing  of  an  innocent  man  from  a  pres- 
sure of  obligation  he  has  neither  hope  nor  faculty 
to  extinguish  himself,  you  will  not  inundate  the  : 
country  with  fraud  and  Tillainjr.  It  is  mr  con- 
scientious opinion  it  will  be  the  result  Thoogh 
this  bill  is  substantially  the  former  law  of  me 
United  States,  it  is  more  ambiguous  as  to  when 
and  to  what  extent  it  is  to  go  into  effect.  If  it  is 
to  affect  transactions  past^  I  not  only  doubt,  but 
deny,  its  constitationality.  It  proceeds  on  the 
ground  that  bankruptcy  is  a  criminal  act;  in  its 
nature  it  often  is  so. 

This  bill  is  avowed  to  be  intended  to  take  im- 
mediate effect,  and  of  course  so  far  as  a  conunis- 
sion  of  bankruptcy  is  a  ptmishment,  the  law  will 
be  tx  poa  /cuito.  But,  wnat  will  be  the  confusion 
and  injustice  this  kind  of  lofislationwill  produce? 
Look  at  the  details  of  the  bill ;  not  only  will  the 
bankmpt  be  discharged  from  his  contracts,  but 
men  who  have  dealt  with  him  with  equal  fairness, 
will,  some,  bi  allowed  to  prove  (for  recovery)  their 
debts,  while  others,  merefjr  from  the  retrospectlTe 
character  of  the  law,  wiU  be  denied.  I  can  see 
nothing  but  the  most  monstrous  injustice,  likely  to 
result  from  making  such  a  law  close  upon  dealings 
already  had.  All  laws  affecting  rights  ought  to 
be  prospective.  Every  thintr  ought  to  hare  time 
to  coniorm  to  them,  especially  those  wliich  enter 
most  deeply  into  the  transactions  of  trade.  Mtre 
remedial  laws  may  sometimes  wisely  and  salutarily 
apply  to  the  ezistii^  state  of  things.  But  even 
those  will  be  found  most  frequenUy  to  promise 
much  more  benefit  applied  prospectively.  We  are 
told  "  the  principles  of  this  lull  are  happily  adapted 

*  to  the  situation  of  the  country.  That  it  is  confined 

*  to  proper  traders ;  to  such  aa  incur  risks  other 
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'  classes  are  exempted  from."  This  will  be  found  1 
think  otherwise.  It  is  confined  to  traders  in  mer- 
chandise of  every  kind,  and  exchange,  while  la^e 
classes  of  dealero.  in  equallv  hazardous  business, 
are  absolutely  excluded.  What  risk  does  the  mere 
retailer  incur  that  the  builder  of  ships  and  houses, 
or  the  manufacturer  of  leather,  shoes,  hats,  clothes, 
and  manufacturers  generally,  do  not  incur ;  to  say 
nothing  of  a  variety  of  other  professions  ?  Credit 
is  as  necessary  in  businest;  to  one  as  to  the  other. 
The  principles  of  our  Government  are  opposed  to 
this  sort  of  immunity.  Why,  let  me  ask,  are  a 
particular  profession  to  be  provided  with  the  means 
of  an  entire  tecape  from  their  debts,  a  compara- 
tively few  in  nuniber,  even  of  insolvents,  while  the 
great  mass,  at  least  equally  meritorious,  are  to  be 
chained  to  perpetual  liability  ?  Why  is  this  bene- 
ficent system  you  offer,  only  applicalde  to  a  fiivored 
few  1  ior,  when  you  leave  the  narrow  confines  of 
navigation  and  maritime  commerce,  and  foroga 
exchange,  no  reason  exists  why  the  middleman, 
retailer,  factor,  and  broker,  should  have  a  boon  you 
do  not  extend  to  other  more  meritorious  classes, 
who  of  necessity  accept  and  give  credit.  If  your 
system  does  not  reach  all,  it  does  not  suit  us;  as 
we  are  not  a  people  of  castes  and  classes.  Gentle- 
men must  show  some  better  reason  than  alleged 
extraordinary  risks  for  a  claim  of  partial  legisla- 
tion. The  truth  is,  the  whole  system  is  unsound. 
It  is  intrinsically  vicious,  and  it  is  feared  to  attempt 
it  on  a  general  scale.  These  we  must  take  for  the 
reasons  of  the  proposed  limitation  of  its  broefits 
until  better  reasons  are  assigned  than  we  have  yet 
heard.  We  are  told  our  unfortunate  merchants 
are  rendered  useless.  Many  of  them  hold  property 
that  ought  to  be  given  ui>.  Human  natoze  most 
very  much  change  before  it  is  reasonaUe  that  men 
who  now  fraudulently  withhold  properly  frcHU 
their  creditors  will,  under  the  proposed  system, 
freely  yield  it  up.  Exemption  from  liability  for 
debts,  where  there  is  no  disposition  to  fraud,  is  a 
great  boon,  but  a  greater  when  it  can  be  obtained 
with  assured  opulence.  We  know  that  it  has  long 
been  proverbial  that  at  the  custom-house  a  foliar 
doctrmeof ethics prevaib.  Thelc^l  sanctions  are 
not  always  sufficient  to  restrain  peijaries.  High 
duties  we  are  told  will  not  always  increase  the 
revenue.  These  are  found  to  work  a  premium  for 
fraud.  You  now  propose  the  highest  tonptation 
to  cupiditv,  and  my  word  for  it  there  are  the  seeds 
in  this  bill  for  a  plentiful  harvest.  Relief  is-em- 
temidated  for  the  innocent,  but  to  get  at  him  you 
must  pass  the  imprudent,  extravagant,  and  vtcmna 
one.  Do  not  tell  me  that  your  commissiooer^ 
your  searches,  your  examinations,  your  oaths,  and 
your  sanctions,  will  purify  and  refine  such  into 
virtue  and  innocence.  On  the  one  hand  we  are 
told  if  we  do  not  act  we  shall  give  up  the  blame- 
less to  depravity  and  despair ;  out  if  we  do  act, 
the  inevitable  result  must  be  to  reward  andj»rotect 
the  dissolute.  The  gentleman  reminds  us  we  pros- 
pered by  a  state  of  neutrality  ina  belligerent  world, 
out  that  the  scene  is  changed.  Look,  says  he,  at 
the  list  of  sufferers  from  seizures  and  eonnscatims 
abroad,  and  embargoes  and  restrictions  at  home ; 
from  bank  accommodations,  and  endorsements, 
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which  have  prodnced  wide-spread  ruin.  The  pa- 
nacea for  all  these  evils  is  a  oenkrupt  law.  But, 
then,  this  compassionate  appeal  extends  only  to  a 
small  class  of  traders,  while  the  thousands  of  in- 
solvents, iurolred  in  the  vortex  of  ruin  by  the  in- 
temperate speculators  in  trade,  are  consigned  over 
to  the  "  eonfusioa  of  insolvent  laws,"  as  the  gen- 
tlemen terms  them,  to  usdessness  and  despair. 
We  are  asked  if  the  confusion  of  State  legislation 
on  insolTeneitis  is  a  fit  sitintiou  for  a  commercial 
peofde.  Certainlj,  till  we  are  shown  a  better.  I 
am  free  to  say  I  gteady  prefer  it  to  the  scheme 
now  propose to  any  scheme  which  shall  not  ex- 
tend to  insolvents  generally ;  indeed  to  any  bank- 
rupt scheme  that  shall  rest  such  arbitrary  powers 
in  a  few  men,  ntting,  as  it  were,  in  private,  and 
where  the  security  against  fraud  lies  in  oaths,  the 
abuse  of  which  is  c^tposed  by  feeble  because  un- 
certun  sanctions. 

We  are  reminded  that  we  deal  much  with  na- 
tions where  bankmpt  laws  prevail — where  Ameri- 
can creditors  are  paid,  pro  raiOf  while  the  foreign 
merchant  has  it  in  his  power  perpetually  to  harass 
the  American  debtor.  To  talk  of  dividends  in 
bankruptcies  where  the  certificate  is  the  object,  as 
itnuBt  ever  be,  where  disefaa^es  are  provided  for, 
is  mockery.  The  American  insolvent,  when  re- 
leased, penoDally^  has  little  to  fear  of  trouble  or 
cost  firam  his  foreign  creditor,  however  vindictive. 
Distance  and  the  nnprofitaueness  of  the  attempt 
will  preclude  it  But,  we  are  informed,  bankrupt 
laws  make  men  honest.  It  happens,  though  these 
laws  are  somewhat  a  novelty  among  us.  that  this 
assertion  can  be  tested  and  denied  by  stuobom  his- 
tory. 

The  country,  whose  system  it  is  desired  we 
sboold  adopt,  has  had  a  long  trial  of  it.  I  shall 
recur  presently  to  the  tests  of  ner  experience.  As 
to  the  decision  of  the  courts  of  law  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  the  power  of  the  States 
to  discharge  from  liability,  prospectively,  I  con- 
sidtt  it  as  yet  very  &r  from  being  the  settled  law 
of  the  land.  But,  suppose  it  be  granted :  I  still 
hold,  BO  mode  of  discharge  but  one  fairly  and  vol- 
imtarily  granted  by  the  creditor  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed. The  attempt  has  been  abundantly  proved 
to  be  an  embarkation  on  the  sea  of  iniquity,  with- 
out radderor  compass.  My  friend  from  Delaware 
anticipates  objectioDs  to  his  system:  that  it  will 
tempt  the  dishonest  debtor  to  fraud  and  cover  him 
with  impnnity.  But  he  says  the  bill  shuns  the 
shock  of  the  British  system,  the  great  error  of 
-which  is  in  the  severity  of  its  sanctions.  Human- 
ity, he  says,  rerolts  at  punishment  so  dispropor- 
tioned.  In  this  country,  jpenalty  of  death  is  scarce- 
ly applied  to  any  crime  but  that  of  taking  human 
life  or  putting  it  in  imminent  jeopardy.  The 
fraudolnit  takmg  of  property  can  never  justify  it. 
Bnt  the  gentleman  wfll  nnd,  m  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  eommittee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  181^  that  it  is  -werj  &r  from  being  supposed  the 
uafre^ieaey  of  prosecutions,  for  crimes  oommitted 
under  the  Wnkrapt  kiirs,  is  wholly  due  to  aver- 
sitm  to  see  the  poialtr  inflicted.  It  arises  from 
thediieouragemenia  a  loss  of  time  and  incurment 
of  expense  presents,  ti^ther  with  the  nneertainty 
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of  conviction.  These  things  will  be  found  to  at- 
tend prosecutions  where  convictions  would  incur 
a  milder  punishment.  But  1  will  touch  this  sub- 
ject further  in  the  examination  of  the  bill.  But, 
says  the  gentleman,  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  do  not  recommend  a  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt laws.  Ay,  and  I  will  add,  they  forbear  even 
to  recommend  all  the  changes  they  think  are  ne- 
cessary. Need  I  tell  the  gentleman  that  systems 
of  three  hundred  years'  standing  are  not  easily 
rooted  up  when  they  are  found  to  be  evil.  There 
is  a  great  difference,  let  me  tell  him,  between 
aboltsning  systems  and  adopting  them.  We  go 
upon  the  principle  of  equality  of  privilege  among 
the  citizens^  of  keej^ing  the  civil  power  above  the 
military,  of  separating  civil  from  religious  estab- 
lishments. What  other  country  has  done  this? 
We  have  found  all  the  blessings  to  result  from  fol- 
lowing these  great  maxims  we  expected.  You 
would,  even  in  these  days  of  revolution,  be  sur- 
prised to  see  a  British  House  of  Commons  recog- 
nising them,  not  because  they  are  not  true,  but 
because,  before  she  could,  she  must  reform  her 
whole  Constitution  of  Giovernment,  which  the 
boldest  would  hardly  dare  to  attempt,  but  fnun 
dire  necessity.  I  confess  I  do  not  like  a  bankrupt 
system,  from  the  machinery  which  seems  neces- 
sarily to  bdong  to  it.  You  must  have  a  chancel- 
lor, commissioners,  solicitors,  clerks,  assignees, 
messengers,  and  a  long  train  of  persons  armed 
with  monstrous  powers,  and  absorbing  such  an 
amount  of  fees  as  must  necessarily,  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten,  leave  nothing  for  the  creditors.  This 
is  an  objection  to  a  bankrupt  system  that  no  legis- 
lation can  obviate,  and  a  much  better  alternative 
is  presented  in  not  legislating  at  allj  but  to  let 
every  man  take  care  of  his  own  business,  under 
the  laws  regulating  property,  which  surely  no 
country  ever  bad  more  abundant  or  safer  means 
of  enacting.  The  defects  of  the  British  system, 
says  the  gentleman,  are  healed  in  the  bill  before 
you.  This  we  shall  be  better  able  to  iiulge  when 
we  have  reviewed  the  hill.  We  fino,  however, 
af(n  three  hundred  years'  trial  in  that  country, 
and  multiplied  modifications  by  the  legislative 
power,  so  late  as  1618,  an  inquiry  into  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  British  bankrupt  taws  results 
in  the  m<»t  perfect  demonstration  ttiat  its  whole 
history  is  a  continued  scene  of  increasing  iniqui- 
ties and  enormities.  An  entire  change  is  deemed 
desirable;  an  essential  one  is  earnestly  urged.  It 
is  true  the  bill  differs  from  the  British  sptem ;  the 
difference  in  the  situation  of  the  two  countries 
does  not  admit  of  ill  the  {vinciideB  that  api^y 
there. 

This  bill,  as  I  have  before  said,  rests  sub- 
stantially on  British  precedent,  and  is  very  nearly 
a  copy  of  the  law  of  1800.  The  minutes  which  I 
shall  presently  recur  to  are  of  recent  date,  and  will 
illtutrate  the  efi^ts  which  must  inevitably  flow 
from  such  a  system.  The  scheme  will  be  found 
unsound  at  bottom;  what  is  evil  in  principle  can- 
not, by  any  exercise  of  legislation,  be  turned  to 
gooid.  The  system  before  us  will  be  fouad  liable 
to  many  objections  intrinsically  belonging  to  it, 
and  altogether  incuraUe.  The  bill  is,  in  many 
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parts,  vague  and  ambtgnoos ;  i  Is  saDCtions  aze  not 
definite ;  and  a  variety  of  trusts  ate  reposed  wfaidi 
cannot  be  mforced.  The  innocent,  tfaongfa  nn* 
fortunate  tiader,  majr  be  persecuted  and  mined 
with  impunity,  where  the  fraudulent  one  can 
hardly  &il  to  get  his  discharge  from  all  liability 
for  his  debts.  If  this  is  not  found  to  be  the  case, 
then,  indeed,  am  I  very  fat  from  having  read  the 
bill  profitauy.  Your  fonner  law  was  limited  to 
five  years;  it  went  oflT  by  euthanasia  in  three.  No 
voice  was  raised  in  defence  of  it.  It  is  true  it 
was  not  repealed  by  a  Congress  of  the  same  poli- 
tics that  enacted  it.  Its  blessings  could  not  nave 
been  very  apparent,  or  its  repeal  would  hardly 
have  anticipated  its  limitation.  It  failed  as  a  bank- 
rupt system  everywhere  had  failed.  They  belong 
to  the  lumber  of  other  species  of  Giovemments,  and 
are  of  the  same  family  with  privileged  orders  and 
State  religion.  Now,  let  us  take  a  ntief  review  of 
tbs  bill.  On  the  face  of  the  first  claoae  no  certain 
conitnictioa  can  be  had^  as  to  when  it  is  to  go 
into  (^ration,  or  bow  it  is  to  effect  existing  insol- 
rencies. 

The  purpose  of  the  bill  is  avowed  to  be,  to  re- 
lieve existing  insolvoieies.  All  the  eonfessions  of 
jud^ent  and  assignments  to  favwed  creditors 
which  have  been  made  are  to  be  confirmed  and 
sanctioned.  Can  it  be  pretended  that  a  man  wbo 
has  notoriously  paid  some  credit(Hrs  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  rest,  can  ever  be  entitled  to  a  certificate 
of  bankruptcy  discharging  him  from  future  liabil- 
ity, when  a  pro  rata  dividend^  the  great  object  of 
a  commission  of  bankruptcy^  is  impossible  T  Yet, 
by  this  lull,  such  will  surely  get  it ;  and  it  is  in- 
tended for  that  purpoee,  as  we  shall- presently  see. 
Persona  owing  debts  to  a  certain  amount,  using 
the  trade  of  merchandise  by  burring  and  selling, 
dealing  in  ezehange  or  marine  insurance,  are,  by 
this  bUl,  made  the  subjects  of  a  commission  of 
bankruMcy :  but  then,  lumera,  graziers,  drovers, 
dyen,  bleacnas,  shoemakers,  carpenters,  ship-car- 
pentcxs,  batchos,  tailors,  bakers,  schoolmasters, 
inn-keepers,  w  any  artificer  whose  living  is  got 
with  some  mixture  of  buying  and  selling,  are  ex- 
cluded. These  exclusions  are  as  unjust  as  they 
are  capcieioudy  grouped.  A  man  must  suppose 
himself  insolvent  before  he  will  commit  or  be  in- 
volved involuntarily  in  a  charge  of  bankruptcy. 
What  will  then  be  his  object  or  hope  from  it? 
Bxoneration  from  bis  debts  at  best ;  but,  if  he  be 
not  honest,  exoneration  and  the  retention  of  all  he 
can.  The  certificate  is  the  legitimate  object  of 
all.  Now,  why  shall  the  middle  man,  the  retailer, 
the  ihctor,  have  the  boon  of  exoneration  denied  to 
drovers,  graziers,  bleachers,  carpenters,  ship-car- 
peitfm,  larmers,  schoolmasters,  «c.?  Must  not  all 
these  professions  necessarily  often  take  and  give 
extensive  crediu?  Much  mwe  so  than  some  of 
the  included  classes.  Id  fact,  many  of  these  are 
not  only  buvers  and  sellers^  but  factors  of  very  ex- 
tensive dealings.  Why  is  that  most  important 
class,  the  manufacturers  of  flour,  not  even  men- 
tioned, and  the  dealer  in  lands,  tnough  brokers  in 
other  business  are  ?  I  have  known  a  large  capital 
embarked  in  the  establishment  of  a  school,  which, 
fnHn  the  turn  of  times,  has  failed }  and  a  person 
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so  foiling  i^  snr^,  not  Icn  worthy  of  ajnnpathy 
from  the  nature  of  his  undertaking.  There  is  no 
ground  of  jnstificaticHk  for  these  exekaimw.  Ev- 
ery body  must  suffer  from  the  cvonention  of  bank- 
rupts ;  why,  then,  is  one  class  to  be  favored  mon 
than  another  1  Are  gentlemen  afraid  of  their  own 
OTinciples  ?  The  bill  admits  no  otha  infecenefc 
The  President  is  to  appoint  as  many  geDoal  com- 
missioners of  bankrui^cy  in  each  jnucial  district 
as  he  may  deem  necessary.  The  President,  nmon^ 
without  check  or  control.  The  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania so  appoints  justices  of  the  peace,  and  th« 
consequence  is,  that,  by  a  late  report,  ^ey  are 
multiplied  to  a  most  injurious  extoit.  In  these 
times,  I  expect  the  President  will  have  applica- 
tions enougn.  He  cannot  know  the  applicants,  and 
the  appointments  will  not  be  the  b^ter  for  that 
The  number,  too,  is  in  his  discretion.  With  all 
the  virtue  and  {Mudence  I  rejoice  to  believe  he  poe- 
sesses,  I  look  for  nothing  from  him  above  good  in- 
tentions, under  the  common  fiailties  of  man.  The 
commissioners  are  to  receive  a  per  dion  aUowance 
for  their  services.  The  c^jeet  of  the  ofl&ce  must 
be  profit,  rather  than  honor ;  and  here  you  have  a 
pledge  that  business  will  not  be  turned  away. 
Concerted  bankruptcies  will  affi)rd  as  good  pcout 
as  any  others,  as  the  commissioners  are  to  be  as- 
sured of  their  fees,  wl^ther  there  be  a  dividend  <x 
not.  Well,  the  commissioners  are  to  be  sworn ; 
they  are  then  "  to  proceed,  as  soon  as  n^  be, 
to  execute  the  commission,  and,  upon  sumcioit 
cause  appearing,  declare  the  bankruptcy."  The 
party  charged  is  to  have  notice,  and  may  have, 
on  demand,  a  trial  by  jury.  This  is  pretended 
to  be  a  security  against  malicious  petitions,  for 
conceited  ones  wilf  never  involve  a  wish  to  con- 
test The  party  may,  befwe  or  at  the  time  of  ex- 
amination, deoaand  a  trial  of  the  &et  by  a  jury. 
What  sitnation  will  he  be  in  while  this  is  in  ceo- 
test  ?  His  business  is  suspended ;  he  is  threat- 
ened with  ruin.  He  obtains  a  veraiet;  and  what 
then  1  Has  he  any  remedy  against  his  prosecutor  7 
The  bill  does  not  provide  it,  however,  againtf  the 
eommisstonors  from  wrong  intent  or  enor;  his 
only  redress  seems  to  be  the  verdict  This  wrong 
will  have  onanated  from  a  tribunal  ntting  in  a 
by-place,  whose  proceedings  are  not  expoaed  to  the 
purifying  eye  of  public  observation.  Next  comes 
the  power  of  this  secret  comniissioQ  to  issue  their 
warrant  of  seizure  against  the  bankrupt,  and  his 
doors,  and  the  doors  of  any  dwelling-house  sup- 
posed to  contain  him,  are  to  be  foicei^  on  demand 
first  being  made.  The  exercise  of  these  powers,  fa^ 
the  regular  judicial  authority  in  criminal  cases^  is 
not  without  features  of  objection  in  the  eyes  of  a 
free  people.  But  they  most  be  odious  when  re- 
sorted to  by  a  triboBU  whteh  never  can  have  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  American  puUic. 
Aj^n,  these  three  commissionenK-and  the  chances 
are  much  against  their  being  always  the  wisest  or 
most  discreet  men — ^may,  on  what  mey  deem  prob- 
able cause,  shown  on  oath,  direct  any  persoih— 
mind,  it  is  any  penoft — in  the  day  time,  to  Iseak 
open  houses,  chests,  trunks,  &c.,  to  come  at  the 
bankrupt's  goods  and  writings.  Now,  if  resistance 
be  made,  is  there  any  powor  to  call  out  the  posse, 
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and  what  is  to  be  done  with  those  who  resist^? 
The  bill  is  silent.  If  this  power  be  put  in  opera- 
tion, the  public  feeling  will  not  sustain  it ;  with- 
out it,  TOUT  tribunal  is  an  object  of  contempt. 
The  bauonptcy  beiiig  declared,  the  commissioners 
are  to  take  jpomssion  of  his  {ooperty,  die,  and 
shall  cause  them  to  be  salely  kept  until  assignees 
be  ch<»eD,  in  manner  bweinaftn' provided;  that  is, 
as  oAen  as  they  shall  see  fit,  shall  appoint  one  or 
more  assignees  to  take  care  of  the  property  until 
Uie  meeting  of  the  creditors.  They  shall  then 
delirer  it  over,  or  fi»Jeit  five  thousand  dollars.  I 
a^tptebend  the  commissioners  will  rarely  see  fit  to 
appoint  such  assignee ;  because  few  men  will  be 
found  willing,  wiuiout  fee  or  reward,  to  incur  the 
risk.  A  man  worth  nothing  might  be  induced  to 
accept ;  for  the  forfeiture  is  the  only  consequence 
of  embezzlement,  which  he  will  laugh  to  scorn ; 
therefore,  all  the  evils  of  embezzlement  may  be 
ezpected'in  the  English  system.  Legislation  can- 
not devise  remedies  against  these  abuses.  Three 
nruicj]ial  things  are  to  be  done  in  e«nmissions  of 
bankixiptcr }  the  appointment  of  assignees,  the 
proTing  of  dxiHa,  and  granting  the  catificates. 
We  have  now  come  to  the  appointment  of  as- 
signees. They  are  to  be  appoint^  by  the  major 
part,  in  value,  of  the  creditors  who  have  proved 
their  debts.  The  debts  may  be  proved  anywhere, 
on  oath  or  affirmation,  and  the  party  proving  can 
Tole  by  proxy,  and,  notwithstanding  judicial  in- 
vestigation may  be  resorted  to  on  every  paper, 
mnc^  if  not  all,  of  the  evils  of  British  practice 
will  take  place.  Ottjects  much  at  variance  with 
the  fair  distribution  of  the  estate  among  the  cred- 
itors will  often  govern.  Frauds  will  advance  upon 
justice  with  steady  pace,  from  this  fruitful  sou  of 
temptation. 

Fictitions  debts  will  be  proved,  and  the  conspira- 
cies a[^>ear  that  di^^race  the  English  system.  As- 
signees may  be  removed,  and  they  are  required  to 
dSiver  over  under  a  penalty  of  95,000.   The  as- 
siipiee  has  wasted  the  estate  together  with  his 
own :  and  where  is  your  remedy  1  Executors  and 
admmistmcHS  are  held  to  account  How  can  you 
make  them  account  for  what  never  came  into  their 
hands  1  The  commissioners  are  to  make  assign- 
nunto  of  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt.   Will  this 
opetate  an  eviction  of  traants  in  posse^oo,  or 
jKodoee  a  surrender  of  personal  property  ?  Cer- 
tainly not   Look  at  the  scene  of  litigation  which 
most  occur,  or  what  frauds  must  be  confirmed. 
On  information  given,  if  the  commissioners  have 
good  reason  to  believe  or  suspect  that  any  of  the 
projier^  of  the  bankrupt  is  m  the  possession  of 
anf  posoo,  they  shall  have  power  to  summon, 
(ud  ere  they  attach,  too,  by  consequence :)  yes, 
by  such  process  or  other  means,  as  they  think  con- 
Tenicnt,  and  examine  then^  &c. ;  and  if  they 
shall  mt  declare  the  whde  truth  tonehing  the 
suligect-nauer.  then  the  commisuoners  majr  com- 
nit,  Ac  Tdi  me,  now.  are  yon  serious  m  con- 
fern^  wh  puwera  on  tnose  persons  appointed  by 
the  ^^endent  whom  he  cannot  know  1  Could 
ther  exeieise  uiese  powers  in  this  free  community  7 
If  they  could,  I  should  doubt  iu  fitness  for  free- 
dom.  We  shall  presently  see  how  this  power  of 
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commitment,  for  not  declaring  the  whole  truth, 
has  worked  in  the  country  we  are  about  to  imi- 
tate. Perjury  committed  by  others  than  the  bank- 
rupt is  to  be  punished  with  a  fine  not  exceeding 
$4,000,  and  imprisooment  not  exceeding  two  years, 
and  by  incapacity  to  ^re  witness  in  any  court  oi 
record.  Every  man  is  susceptible  of  imprison- 
ment, but  few,  comparatively,  of  those  who  may 
be  the  subject  of  this  punishment  will  be  likely  to 
have  means  of  paying  this  fine.  Is  he  to  be  db- 
charged  at  the  end  of  liis  term,  whether  payment 
or  not  can  be  made,  or  is  he  to  be  continued  on  a 
contempt  1  The  bill  is  silent  How  is  be  to  be 
fed  end  clothed — where  is  the  police  of  your  pri- 
sons in  this  frightful  bill,  where  so  many  crimes 
are  to  be  engendered,  most  of  which  are  to  be 
punished  with  imprisonment  ?  You  have  none. 
You  hare  neither  prison  nor  prison-keepers,  and 
no  provision  is  made  for  the  treatment  of^ the  pris* 
oner.  The  wealthy  or  fortunate  cuJprit  may  have 
every  comfort  of  life  but  liberty,  wnile  the  indi- 
gent one  must  languish  under  hunger  and  naked- 
ness. Such  penal  legislation  as  is  here  proposed 
is  shocking  to  xeflectira.  There  is  a  vagueness 
of  ezpresBum  in  tiie  bill  thatseems  to  indicate  the 
suppcned  existence  of  a  common  lawjurisdietion, 
that,  by  judicial  legislation,  will  fill  up  the  chasms 
in  the  statute.  I  doubt  very  much  if  uie  Judiciary 
will  venture  on  so  hardy  an  experiment  m  admio- 
istering  a  penal  statute.  It  follows,  then,  that  do 
expectation  is  had  of  the  penalties  closing  on  de- 
linquents. They  are  just  put  for  show,  and  to  eke 
out  the  system.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware to  say,  if  he  thinks  we  have  the  power  to 
say  who  shall  be  a  competent  witness  in  tne  courts 
of^  Delaware  7  Lands  or  goods  assigned  by  the 
bankrupt  to  children  or  other  persons,  to  defraud 
creditors,  shall  be  ass^able  by  the  commissioners 
as  efiectually  as  if  the  bankrupt  stood  seized  of 
them.  This  opens  a  wide  avenue  to  litigation, 
and  proDUses  nothing  to  creditors. 

We  next  come  to  Uie  forty-two  days  within 
which  surrender  and  dtselosnre  is  to  tie  made  of 
the  bankrupt's  person  and  affairs,  which  is  to  be 
prolonged  to  fifty  more,  on  application  to  the 
judge,  which,  as  in  the  Enalish  law,  "  will  be 
quite  a  matter  of  course."  £ad  in  this  lapse  of 
time,  as  there,  a  great  amount  of  property  will 
disappear.  The  oath  requires  he  should  purge 
himself  of  concealing  any  propertVt  either  before 
or  after  the  commission  issued,  for  his  own  benefit, 
or  "  except  it  had  been  really  disposed  of  in  the 
way  of  his  dealbgs  or  trade,  and  family  expenses — 
an  Item  that  will  no  doubt  make  a  heavy  draught 
on  the  estate."  Such  an  oath  would  be  about  as 
effectual  to  obtain  a  fair  disclosure  as  a  sieve  to 
lade  water.  Apparently,  moral  men  might  save 
a  great  deal  under  this  oath.  It  is,  in  fhet,  ofler^ 
ing  temptation  to  perjury,  and  a  sort  of  premium 
for  it  If  die  bankrupt  can  only  swear  through 
successfhlly,  his  fortune  is  made,  th<Hi^h  he  may 
have  entered  business  but  a  litue  while  before, 
without  capital.  There  is  little  danger  of  the 
penalty ;  if  it  falls,  it  may  be  only  twelvemonths, 
It  cannot  exceed  ten  years,  confinement.  Impris- 
onment may  be  mitigated  by  what  money  wiU 
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purchase,  and  the  pardouiDg  power  is  ever  ready 
to  hear.  But  the  chances  are  great  in  favor  of 
escape  and  triumph,  as  we  shall  see  in  the  sequel. 
There  is  to  be  a  first  dividend  day.  when  the  as- 
signees shall  be  allowed  to  retain  all  sums  of  mo- 
ney they  have  expended  prosecuting  the  commis- 
sion, and  all  other  just  allowances  on  account  of, 
or  by  reason  or  means  of,  being  assignees.  This 
does  not  promise  much  dividend.  It  promises 
nothing  but  business  and  fees  to  the  officers  and 
agents  concerned.  It  is  no  wonder  dividends  so 
sddom  occur  1  A  second  is  to  sneeeed  in  eighteen 
months  after  the  issuing  of  the  commission,  which 
is  to  be  final,  imless  any  suit  in  law  or  equity  be 
depending,  or  any  of  a  variety  of  contingencies 
exist,  some  of  wntch  will,  mostly  where  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  assignees  to  keep  their  accounts 
unclosed.  All  the  evils  of  delayed  settlements,  as 
under  the  British  system,  will  result,  doubtlessly. 
It  is  provided,  certam  liens  shall  not  be  impaired 
by  the  bankruptcy.  I  am  not  lawyer  enough  to 
say  if  mortgage  creditors  are  to  be  paid  a  portion 
rate,  as  they  are  not  in  the  exceptions.  The  as- 
signees are  to  keep  books,  and  have  them  for  in- 
spection of  the  creditors.  Suppose  they  do  not; 
no  remedy  is  provided.  The  but  provides,  a  sec- 
ond bankruptcy  shall  not  diwharge  contracts,  and 
a  third  shaU  not  even  discharge  uie  person  of  the 
debtor. 

No  provision,  however,  sir,  seems  to  bar  those 
who  were  discharged  under  the  former  law  from 
being  discharged  under  this;  such  persons  can 
have  two  full  benefits,  and  none  others.  The  bill 
admits  that  those  excluded  may  be  tempted  to  be- 
come bankrupts  in  the  hope  of  a  discharge.  But, 
if  he  be  not  found  within  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  act,  he  shall  not  be  entided  to  a 
certificate,  nor,  if  granted,  shall  it  avail  him. 

Qentlemen  talk  of  the  benefits  the  bill  is  to  be  to 
creditors.  Its  whole  purpose  is  the  release  of  the 
debtor  from  his  contracts,  and  with  invidious  and 
unjust  discriminations,  and  odious  and  ttnreason- 
able  exclosions.  Afker  wading  to  the  35th  section, 
we  come  to  the  last  act  of  the  drama— the  certifi- 
cate of  bankruptcy  that  is  to  regenerate  and  disen- 
thral the  banknipt  from  all  his  contracts.  A  dis- 
trict judge,  sitting  as  grand  chancellor,  must  issue 
this  amulet,  but  the  commissioners  must  certify  the 
bankrupt  has  acted  fairly,  and  two-thirds,  in  value 
and  number,  of  his  creaitors  above  $50  must  sign 
the  certificate,  and  he  must  make  oath  he  has  sur- 
rendered his  effects  fairly.  Any  of  his  creditors 
may  be  heard  before  the  judge,  who  may  allow 
the  certificate  peremptorily,  or  have  a  summary 
hearing,  and  make  a  final  decree.  Tbere  is  no 
jury  here — ^it  is  all  chancery.  If  a  corporation  be 
a  creditor,  and  that  only  be  wanting  to  make  the 
two-thirds  in  number  and  value,  it  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  nothing.  Now  it  may  happen  frequently 
that  these  proscribed  corporations  may  be  almost 
the  sole  creditor,  Imt  it  shall  have  no  control  over 
the  certificate.  A  bankrupt  may  owe  $20,000,  and 
919,049  may  be  doe  to  a  corporation,  and  $51  to 
an  individual }  that  individual  signing  will  release 
the  debtor  from  his  cratracts.  Tats  extraordinary 
feature  is  a  new  one— it  was  not  in  die  lav  of 
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1800.  The  debtor  is  to  be  released  at  all  events — 
that  is  the  object  of  the  bill.  It  is  the  first  time,  I 
venture  to  say,  such  a  feature  was  ever  proposed. 
It  is  departing  from  all  the  principles  of  oankrupt 
laws.  They  seem  to  have  gone  a  great  length  of 
time  before  they  were  discharged  at  all.  Tilfnow, 
even  in  Britain  they  have  not  ventured  to  disre- 
gard the  rights  of  more  than  onen^uarter  or  one- 
fifth  ;  but  this  is  at  one  leap  reversing  all  forma: 
ideas. 

I  think,  sir,  it  is  pretty  clear,  a  certificate  under 
these  provisions  will  always  issue.  It  is  only  for 
the  bankrupt  stoutly  to  swear  through.  He  is  to 
have  family  maintenaQce,  three  dollars  a  day  for 
his  attendance,  and  a  dividend,  too,  if  he  be  honest 
enough  to  surrender  his  property.  But  a  certificate 
and  maintenance  are  secured  alike  to  honest  and 
dishonest.  If  a  bankrupt  does  not  discover  fraud- 
ulent demands,  he  loses  his  dividend  and  his  cer- 
tificate. This  only  points  out  where  frauds  will 
occur — it  ofiers  no  preventive.  A  jailer  is  to  for- 
feit $3,000  if  he  suffers  a  bankrupt  committed  on 
the  commissioner's  warrant  to  escape ;  a  forfeiture 
of  $3,000  for  a  jailer !  It  might  just  as  wdl  have 
been  a  million.  The  assignees  are  to  sell  at  auc- 
tion, free  of  any  tax.  Z  doubt  the  wisdom  of  haz- 
arding this  provision.  I  believe  it  would  be  found 
difficult  to  resist  a  State  law,  that  should  levy  a 
tax  on  such  auctions.  The  petitioning  creditor  is 
to  give  bond  to  pay  the  costs  and  charges  of  the 
commission.  This  would  be  very  convenient  in 
a  concerted  commission;  if  the  commissioners  get 
their  fees,  we  shall  not  see  them  care  much  if  there 
be  a  dividend  or  not.  The  poor  man  who  may 
not  have  enough  to  pay  the  costs,  may  lie  in  jail 
till  the  laws  of  insolvency  release  him.  He  is  not 
worthy  of  the  boon  of  a  certificate  of  bankruptcy, 
though  he  may  have  been  an  eminent  and  honest 
mercliant.  The  creditors  are  to  direct  the  deposite 
of  the  moneys  in  some  bank ;  but  if  the  assignees 
do  not  choose  to  comply,  there  is  an  end  to  it.  By 
the  59th  section  the  State  insolvent  laws  are 
reserved,  and  any  person  imprisoned  remaining 
tUerein  one  month,  and  not  prosecuted  as  a  bank- 
rupt, is  to  he  relievable  noder  th^  laws.  Taking 
all  these  provisions  into  view,  and  what  must  be 
the  inevitable  conclusion  as  to  their  effect  7  A  Tery 
small  class  of  our  insolvent  citizens  can  have  the 
benefit  of  a  certificate.  Those  who  are  within  its 
purview  are  the  class  whose  insolrency  has  very 
much  been  produced  by  extravagance  and  despe- 
rate adventure ;  among  whom  the  strongest  temp- 
tation  to  fraud  will  exist.  An  honest  merchant, 
of  whatever  extent  of  business,  and  however  a 
victim  of  misfortune  not  to  have  been  foreseen,  if 
he  has  surrendered  his  all,  and  no  petitioDinsr 
creditor  can  expect  reimbursement  of  costs  and 
charges  of  the  commission,  is  without  the  scope 
of  the  bill's  benevolence;  is  turned  over  to  the 
State  insolvent  laws — to  withering  despair :  wliile 
he  who  risked  nothing,  having  nothing,  who  has 
failed  full-handed,  and  withholds  from  his  credi- 
tors, may,  by  a  concerted  commission,  obtain  a 
rdease  almost  to  a  certainty.  This  law  is  to  dose 
immediately.  Do  you  not  believe  those  who  are 
anxious  for  its  beneSt  are  prepared  to  realize  it  ? 
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Yes,  ttr;  wc  mast  know  little  of  baman  Datare  if 
we  do  not  believe  it;  and  they  will  be  sougbt  by 
all  the  means  human  experience  has  matured  in 
England,  or  by  the  former  law  here,  of  which  this 
is  substantially  a  copy,  so  far  as  relates  to  tempta- 
tions to  frauds  and  perjuries.  The  old  maxim  of 
the  merchant  was,  toat,  if  he  became  opulent  by 
a  life  devoted  to  business,  it  was  the  success  that 
founded  his  wishes.  But,  in  later  times,  it  was 
accounted  nothing  unless  tour  or  fire  years'  busi- 
ness did  not  realize  a  splendid  fortune,  and  in  the 
mean  time  allow  the  indulgence  in  splendid  ex- 
travagance. No  doubt  there  wilt  always  be,  among 
instdvent  trading  men,  many  of  merit ;  but  the 
mass  of  those  whom  this  bill  compassionates  and 
seeks  to  rdieve,  are  very  far  from  being  of  the 
class  of  insolvents  most  to  be  pitied  and  most  wor- 
thy of  relief.  The  great  defect  of  all  ban^ropt 
laws^  and  of  this  in  particular,  is,  that  it  does  not 
discnminate  between  the  innocent  and  Uamable 
insolvent.  They  are  equally  entitled  to  relief  on  a 
sorrender  of  their  property ;  equally  entitled  to 
daily  pay,  family  maintenance,  though  the 
one  by  misforinne  may  have  lost  fairly  ana  hon- 
orably a  solid  fortune,  and  the  other  never  had 
owned  a  solid  dollar.  No  law  can  be  safe  or  use- 
ful that  consolidates  such  extremes,  and  extends 
equal  benefit  to  men  of  so  very  different  aspects  of 
character.  Bankruptcy  will  fiardly  cure  me  rash 
and  desperate  adventurer.  He  has  the  impulse 
irom  nature,  and  habit  has  confirmed  it  on  nim. 
Certificate  him  and  make  him  a  new  man,  and  we 
shall  soon  see  the  meteor  reappear  in  the  p«cincts 
of  trade. 

In  the  63d  section,  a  chancery  jartsdiction  is 
gotten  up,  that  is  to  extend  to  all  cases  arising 
under  banknipt  laws.  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive 
the  consequences  that  are  thence  to  flow.  This, 
too,  is  the  Eogli^  system,  only  there  there  is  a 
single  head,  but  here  we  are  to  get  up  a  hydra, 
wiui  as  many  heads  as  Uiere  are  circuit  and  dis- 
trict jodns ;  every  one  being  a  tribonal  of  the  last 
resorL  So  monstrous  an  mnovatton  on  all  the 
just  principles  of  jurisprudence  has,  I  believe, 
never  been  adventured  upon  by  any  the  most  des- 
potic Governments.  Every  pretence  will  justify 
a  chancery  suit. 

The  evil  passions  will  be  ever  ready  to  seize  this 
mean  of  gratification,  and  professional  ingenuity 
will  be  taxed  to  spread  the  evil.  Chancery  is 
chancery  every  where.  It  is  one  of  those  modes 
of  adnuiUBtenng  distributive  justice  not  compati- 
ble with  a  free  country.  Bills  can  be  filed  in  the 
scheme  bae  presented,  where  no  decision  is  sought 
or  wished.  He  who  may  be  thus  assailed  will  be 
kappy  if  he  lives  long  enough  to  get  clear  of  his 
defence.  The  decree  is  to  be  according  to  equity 
and  pMd  conscience,  and  sball  be  conclusive,  and 
forced  by  attachment  or  other  process  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  judge — "  the  law  of  tyrants."  You 
may  call  him  who  has  power  such  as  this  a  judge, 
but  he  is  in  essence  a  tyrant^  and  you  can  hare 
no  security  against  his  abasing  his  powers  but 
public  opinion,  a  poor,  though  the  only  check  upon 
tyrants.  You  will  have  bv  this  bill  at  once  thuty 
independent  and  uncontrolled  chancellors,  holding 
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their  office  by  permanent  tenure,  of  every  degree 
of  intellect  and  professional  capaciw,  who  cannot 
always  be  known  when  appointed,  but  whom  you 
mast  take  for  better  or  worse,  in  sickness  or  in 
health,  through  good  and  evil  report.  From  such 
a  system,  what  can  we  expect  bat  the  fruits  of  a 
tyraimy  erected  by  folly?  * 

It  was  not,  till  within  a  few  days,  that  I  deter- 
mined to  examine  this  bill,  and  the  principles  on 
which  it  is  founded.  It  was  a  subject  I  was  not 
(as  I  before  noted)  conversant  with.  I  went  into 
your  library  to  search  for  information.  I  found 
plenty  of  law,  but  I  could  find  nothing  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  administration  of  it.  I  was  ted  to  in- 
quire of  my  experiraced  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Macon,)  tinon  what  ground  the  former 
had  been  repealed.  He  referred  me  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  of  die  House 
of  Representatives,  (Mr.  Newton,)  who  fafd  been 
active  in  proposing  the  repeal.  He  very  kindly 
informed  me  that  law  liad,  in  three  years,  pro- 
duced universal  di«^t,  from  the  enormous  erils 
it  had  originated.  He  obtigiogly  added,  I  can  put 
into  your  hands  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  be- 
fore a  committee  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  subject  of  their  bankrupt  taws,  re- 
ported in  the  year  1818.  I  found,  subsequently, 
the  document  had  been  in  the  hands  of  my  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,)  and  his  no- 
tices have  facilitated  my  examination  of  it  much. 
At  one  time  I  resigned  the  task  into  his  hands  I 
am  now  executing,  but  a  multiplicity  of  engage- 
ments has  induced  him  to  refer  it  back  to  me. .  I 
have  thus  lost  some  time,  and  have  not  been  able 
to  speak  in  a  manner  so  well  dig^ted  as  I  wished. 
I  shall  recur  to  the  minutes  of  evidence ;  they  are 
derived  from  commissioners  of  bankmcptcy  of  the 
best  standing,  solicitors,  members  of  ParUament, 
and  men  in  business.  I  shall  not  read  the  extracts 
in  a  digested  order.  ■  They  go  directly  to  illustrate 
and  sustain  the  observations  I  have  made  general- 
ly. They  prove,  conclusively,  that,  after  a  trial  of 
three  centuries,  in  England,  and  frequent  statutory 
modifications,  the  system  nas  at  last  resulted  in 
multiplying  crimes  and  most  extensive  evils.  In 
fine,  tnat  it  has  failed.  Mr.  Monta|^e,  a  commis- 
sioner, says :  "  The  advantages  of  being  solicitor  are 
'almost  obvious;  all  the  litigation  with  which 
'  the  estate  may  be  properly  or  improperly  burden- 
'  ed — litigation  not  checked  by  the  fear  of  expense 
'  to  the  individual  on  whose  behalf  the  jnvcess  is 

*  instituted,  and  not  subjected  to  any  control,  ex* 
'  cept  by  the  assignee,  with  whom  there  niay  be 
'  such  an  understutding  as  not  to  reader  investi- 
'  gation  expedient"  '^Issignees  seek  the  appoint- 
'  ment  to  conceal  transactions  which  others  might 
'  detect,  as  a  case  of  usury.  I  once  knew  a  case 
'  where  a  bankrupt  reluctantly  disclosed  an  usuri- 
'  ous  transaction^  conscious  of  the  control  of  the 
'  creditor,  as  assignee,  without  success,  as  the  de- 

*  linquent  would  not  sign  the  certificate,  and  of 
'  course  he  was  not  a  competent  witness.  A  credi- 
'  tor  who  has  obtained  a  preference  in  payment  is 
'  often  anxious  to  become  an  assignee,  to  prevent 
'  a  disclosure.  Assignees  often  offer  themselves 
'  to  favor  the  bankrupt  in  concerted  commissions. 
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<  Men  in  the  same  trade  will  offer  to  learn  who 
'  were  the  bankrupt's  customers.  Another  motire 
( to  become  assignee  i^  to  purchase  the  bankrupt's 

*  estate  in  collusion  with  him.   Another  is  to  re- 

*  tain  the  nnclaimed  dividends  or  imdirided  re* 

*  sidue.   The  last  motive  which  induces  a  wish  to 

*  be  assignee,  is  to  otftain  dominion  over  the  bank- 
'  rupt's  property,  which  may  result  in  entire  etn- 
'  bmlement.  With  r^rd  to  the  proof  of  accom- 
'  modation  bills,  I  believe  them  to  exist  to  a  very 
'  considerable  and  alarming  extent.  I  bdieve  con- 

*  dnrive  proof  of  this  might  be  obtained  from  ex- 

<  amining  what  creditors  have  proved  debts,  under 
'  different  commissions.   In  a  ease  before  the  lOth 

<  list  of  commissioners,  I  was  counsd  against  the 

E'  roof  of  certain  debts ;  almost  all  of  them  were 
rought  forward  by  persons  who  were  or  had 

<  been  bankrupts.  They  were  defeated,  and  the 
t  partiS,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  compromised, 
'  and  I  heard  no  more  of  it.   In  1609  a  bankrupt, 

*  for  whom  I  was  retained  in  counsel,  told  me  that 
'  he  could  obtain  the  signature  of  any  number  of 

*  persona  to  his  certificate ;  that  nothing  was  more 

<  eftsr  than  to  obtain  the  proof  of  fictitious  debts, 

*  and  that  there  were  persons  who  lived  by  proving 

<  dAta  and  signing  certificates.   There  are  many 

<  mm  in  the  city  of  London  who  obtain  capital 
'  for  extensive  business  ont  of  the  trust  of  assignee. 
'  When  the  creditmv  become  very  clamorous,  and 

*  they  have  been  summoned  two  or  three  times 

<  before  the  commissifmers,  at  the  end  of  two  years, 

<  or  perhaps  longer,  they  will  declarea  first  dividend, 

<  taking  care  to  keep  a  considerable  sum  on  hand, 
'  and  this  they  will  do  by  entering  claims  against 
'  the  estate,  to  be  proved  at  the  next  dividend,  and 
'  reserve  the  amount  uf  such  claims  in  hand  at  the 
'  first  dividend.   After  a  lapse  of  another  two  or 

*  three  years,  they  will  declare  a  second  dividend. 

*  The  creditors  being  thus  wearied  ont,  a  third  or 
'  final  dividend  is  sddom  obtained  of  assignees  of 
'  this  description.   Sir,  says  a  correspondent  to 

*  me,  could  you  see  those  Bumeroos  cases  of  mal- 
'  versation,  misapplication,  and  shamdiil  neglect 

<  of  assignees,  that  perpetually  meet  the  eye  of  the 

<  solicitor,  yon  would  be  satisfied,  with  me,  they 
'  are  a  great  cause  of  bankruptcy  itself.  The 

*  practice  has  now  got  to  such  a  pitch,  that  1  verily 

*  bdieve  barely  one  assignee  in  a  dozen,  fairly,  in- 
'  dostrioudy^  and  honestly,  performs  his  duty." 
After  a  tedious  detail  of  abuses,  which  your  pa- 
tiencewill  not  allowme  to  read, Mr.  Montague  pro- 
poses, as  a  remedy,  "  that  there  should  be  an  Ac- 

*  couQtant  Cleneral,  charged  with  the  disposing  of 
'  the  effects,  collecting  the  debts,  and  making  divi- 
'  dends  pertaining  to  all  bankruptcies."  The  bill 
before  us  cora  upon  the  old  British  system  of  as- 
signees. It  is  in  vain  goitlemen  hc^  to  escape 
these  abases.  Are  Ammeans  less  acute  than 
Britons ;  or  have  ihey  shown  less  address  in  every 
branch  of  trade  ?  These  abuses  grow  out  of  the 
spirit  of  trade ;  they  intrinsically  bdoag  to  it,  and 
no  legifilation  can  avoid  the  evils  if  you  adopt  a 
bankrupt  system.  Again,  Mr.  Montague  says: 
"In  forty  thousand  bankruptcies,  I  doubt  whetner 
'  there  liAve  been  ten  prosecutions.   I  believe  there 

*  hare  only  been  tluee  ezecations,  and  yet  fisudu- 


*  lent  bankrupts  and  concealments  of  property  are 

*  proverbial ;  are  so  common  as  to  be  supposed  al- 
'  most  to  have  lost  the  nature  of  crime. 

Mr.  Montague  proposes  "  to  assist  prosecntimt 
creditors  with  ihnds  out  of  the  bankrupt's  estate." 
This  shows  that  it  is  not  the  severity  of  the  panidi-- 
ment  only  that  discourages  mosecutions,  but  the 
difficnlty  of  conviction.  trouUe  and  expense,  which 
operate  alike  under  milder  or  severer  punishments. 
Your  bill,  like  the  British  system,  supposes  that  an 
act  of  iMinkruptcy  shaU  be  done  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud or  delay  a  creditor;  therefore,  an  act  to 
benefit  him  cannot  be  an  act  to  defraud  or  delay 
him.  This,  says  Mr.  Montague,  "  is  the  whole 
foundation  of  concerted  commissions."  The  bill 
will.  I  have  no  doubt,  produce  a  plentiful  harvest 
of  tne  abuses  accompanying  them,  and  growing 
out  of  them.  The  evidence  [MToceeds :  "Toecredi- 
<  tor  sustains  by  the  bsnkrupt  a  loss  of  property, 

*  his  feelings  are  also  wounded  by  the  improper 
'  conduct  of  one  in  whom  he  confided.  He  ouf^t, 
'  therefore,  to  have  control  over  the  certificate.  It 
'  ia  impossible  he  should  ex^ain  to  any  tribunal 
'  the  nature  of  the  injury  he  may  have  sustained 
'  by  abuseof  his  confidrace.  I  propose  three^fths 
'  in  number  and  value  of  the  cnditors  should  eon- 
'  trol  the  certificate."  In  the  bill  before  us  the 
creditor  may  be  heard,  but  the  judge  has  power  to 
give  the  certificate  peremptorily,  and  witnout  ap- 
peal from  his  decision.  Ought  such  a  power  to 
release  any  man  from  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
to  be  rested  any  where?  The  bill  proposes  two- 
thirds  of  the  creditors,  but  it  scans  derigned  to 
dispenite  with  them  altogether. 

Mr.  Montague  was  asked.  "  Do  you  not  think 
'  it  extremely  common  for  tne  moat  undeserviiig 
'  bankrupts  to  obtain  their  c«'tificates  t  I  do  be- 
'  lieve  that  it  is  most  common  for  the  most  unde- 

*  serving  bankrupts  to  obtain  their  certificates  by 
'  frauduleatandimpropermeans, to  thegreat injury 
'  of  the  good  creditor  and  to  the  groit  injury  of 
'  pbUc  justice ;  and  I  do  think  that  it  frequently 

*  happens  that  dishonest  fauiknipts,  from  having 
'  recourse  to  means  from  whicE  honesty  irouU 

*  recoil,  have  greater  facility  in  obtaining  their 
'  certificates  than  honest  men  possess."  Mr.  Mon- 
tague, from  the  6th  volume  of  Vesey's  Reports, 
read  the  following  declaration  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor: "He  ezj^ssed  his  strong  iodignatioa  at 
'  the  frauds  committed  under  cover  of  the  bankrupt 
'  laws.   The  abuses  of  it  are  a  disgrace  to  the 

*  country.   It  would  be  better  to  repeal  at  once  all 

*  the  statutes  than  to  suffer  them  to  be  applied  to 
'  such  purposes.  There  is  no  mercy  to  the  estate ; 
'  nothing  is  less  thought  of  than  the  commission. 
'  As  they  are  frequently  conducted  in  the  country, 
'  they  are  little  more  than  a  stock  in  trade  for  the 
'  commissioners,  the  asugnees,  and  the  solicitor. 
'  Instead  of  solicitors  attending  to  their  duties  as 
'  ministers  of  the  court,  for  they  are  so,  oommis- 
'  sions  of  bankruptcy  are  treated  as  matter  of  traf- 
'  fic.  A  taking  up  tbe  commission,  B  and  C  acting 
'  as  commissioners.  They  are  considered  as  stock 
'  in  trade,  and  calculations  are  made  bow  many 
'  commissions  can  be  laought  into  the  partnersliip. 
'  Unless  the  eoort  ludds  a  strong  Jund  otct  a 
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'  baokxupcey,  partietiluly  as  admioistered  in  the 
'  coontiy,  it  is  itsdf  accessary  to  asgreat  a  nuisance 
'  as  any  kiunrn  in  the  land,  and  kaown  too  to  pass 
'  under  the  forms  of  its  laws."  This  opinion  ez- 
pECEBed  in  1809,  Mi.  Montague  "eoneeireB  to  have 
beoi  jgrratly  strengthraed  by  eases  which  have 
aoiaeQ  since."  The  Chanedfor,  in  one  case,  c<hi- 
clndeshisj|odgmientthns:  "It  comes  nrand  to  this, 

*  whether  m  a  case  where  one  nartnet  is  petition- 
'  ing  creditor,  another  partner  the  acting  commis- 
'  wa,  another  partner  the  solicitor  to  the  com- 

*  misnon,  and  the  remaining  partner  the  sole 

*  Bssigoee.  the  commission  can  be  permitted  to 
<  stand"  utstbeChancdlorspeaM<  Istbisasystem 
we  ought  to  oo^y't  In  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Van- 
dereom,  a  st^itor,  he  was  asked.  "  If  in  his  ex- 
'  perience  the  greater  number  of  tne  acts  of  bank- 
'  ruptcy  had  not  been  concerted  t  Answer.  I 
'  thmk  they  havcL  the  greatest  part  of  them.  Do 

*  you  not  think  the  majority  of  commissions  are 
*■  issued  with  the  concurreoce,  and  at  the  request 

*  of  the  bankmpt)  I  think  they  are."  He  was 
a^Ded^    b  it  not  in  the  power  m  an  insolvent  to 

*  dday  iaa  bankruptcy,  and  in  the  interim  misap- 
'  ply  pn^erty  in  pavment  of  ftvored  creditors  1 
'  It  certainly  is.   Have  you  not  known,  in  the 

*  co«ase  of  your  professional  ezperienee,  a  great 
'  many  dishmorawe  and  worthless  bsnkrupta  oIh 
'  tain  their  certificates  ?  I  certainly  have.  I  may 
'  V  en  tore  to  sav,  I  have  hardly  known  an  unfortu- 

*  nate  man  who  was  altogethn  deprived  of  bis 

*  csertifieale,  or  a  dishonest  one  that  did  not  find  the 
'  means  of  {HvcnriDg  it."  "  The  man  goes  with 
'  thewamntofseizure,"saysMr.  yandercorn;"be 
'  isplaeed  below  stairs^dknows  nothing  of  what 
'  is  going  on  above.  This  I  believe  to  be  the  time 
'  when  thegreatestpeculation  prevails.  Relations 

*  and  friends  attend  for  condoloiee.   I  believe 

*  most  of  them  take  something  away.  They  live 
'  DpoB  the  hoDse  and  the  prowice  so  long  as  they 
'  aie  permitted."  Mr.  Lavit^  a  aolieiter,  on  evi- 
dence, says  :  "  The  business  of  bankruptcy  is  not 

*  aonpit  nir  eagerly  Inr  si^itora  (rfemmence  and 

*  AuMter.  AM  the  nankmpt  laws  are  at  present 
'  raaaagcd,  they  afibrd  advaatage  to  no  one  except 

*  the  binnupt.   If  solictton  do  their  duty,  they 

*  get  neither  credit  nor  profit   With  re^rd  to 

*  eredifioiB,  «iy  means  short  of  bankraptcy  to  hon- 
'  est  cases  is  {mfoable,  and  I  consider  the  critraion 

*  (tf  a  penoD  subject  to  the  bankropt  laws,  being 
'  destrons  of  acting  fairly  by  bis  creditors,  is,  whe- 
'  ther  he  se^  a  bankraptcy,  or  is  desirous  to  avoid 
'  it.    T'"^  desirous  of  making  up  their  affairs 

*  without  a  bankraptcy,  are  certainly  to  be  com- 
'  mended ;  and  those  anximis  to  go  into  the  Gazette 
'  evidently  have  in  view  their  own  relief,  not  the 
'  interests  of  their  creditors.  Upon  all  occasions 
'  I  have  considered  it  for  the  interest  of  my  em- 

*  ptoyets,  whether  bankrupts  w  creditors,  to  en- 
'  daairor,  in  the  first  instance,  by  every  pomble 
'  means,  to  prevent  a  eonmiission  from  laaning. 
'  The  settlement  of  the  ai&irs  of  insolvents  in  my 
'  office  have  been  very  numerous.  Gompoations 

*  andoChermodesofarrangementsbave  very  much 

*  increased.   The  increase  of  bankruptcies  being, 

*  ia  my  cq^nion,  soldy  of  petty  traders,  so  Itmg  as 
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'  the  banknipt  laws  continue  as  tbey  are  now,  any 
'  thii^,  as  I  nave  said  before,  short  of  bankruptcy, 
'  is  desirable."  Again,  Mr.  Lavie  answers :  "  If 
'  the  solicitor^  assignee,  and  the  bankrupt,  should 
i  be  in  cdlnsion  together,  proving  debts  by  oath, 

*  where  die  creditor  does  not  appear,  would  aflSnd 

<  facility  for  frauds."  This  avenue  is  1^  entnely 
open  in  the  IhIL  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  states,  in 
huevidence.  "  Thoeis  an  oSbiceoften  committed 
'  undo*  the  tMnkrupt  laws,  more  serious  than  not 
'  surrendoing,  or  concealing  property,  for  vrhich 
'  there  is  a|^inted  a  much  uigbter  pnnishmoit, 
'  to  wit :  the  procuring  of  a  commission,  in  order, 
'  by  means  of  lalse  and  fictitious  debts  proved  under 
'  it,  to  obtain  a  rdief  from  rral  debts.  This  has 
'  become  very  common.   This  fraud  can  only  be 

*  perpetrated,  b^  numerous,  repeated^  and  Sagrant 

*  perjuries.  This  is  an  intrinsic  vice  in  the  syst«Q, 
'  not  cnraUe.  When  y^ou  tmnpt  men  by  your  le- 
'  gislation  to  commit  crimes,  your  penalties  avail 

*  nothing.  The  greatest  moral  evils  must  flow  from 
'  any  law  which  offers  the  hope  of  a  release  from 
'  debts  to  a  man  who  is  not  able  or  willing  to  pay." 

Mr.  Waitiiman,  a  man  of  great  experience  in 
trade,  says :  ^  The  great  defect  m  the  system  has 

*  arisen  from  die  want  of  dismminatioD  betwem 

*  the  honest  and  dishonest  debtors.  They  are  on 

*  precuelv  the  sune  footing.  I  seldom  find  a  bank- 
'  mpt  fhils  to  get  his  eotincate.  i  have  witnessed 
'  property  passing  away  before  the  eyes  of  the 
'  creditOT,  and  he  has  not  been  able  to  lay  his 
'  hands  on  it.  I  pursued  a  bankrupt,  and  had 
'  above  twenty  meetings ;  fictitious  deois  to  a  large 
'  amount  were  proved.   The  property  all  disap- 

<  peared  in  a  moment.   A  vast  number  of  bills 

<  were  fabricated :  they  chose  assignees,  and  car- 
(  ried  all  before  them.  I  had  twenty  meetiiufs  at 
(  my  own  expense ;  he  swore  himsof  oat  of  one 

<  thing  into  another ;  I  at  last  obtained  consmt  for 
'  his  commitment:  some  doubts  as  to  fonn  defer- 

*  red  it  until  next  day,  and  the  man  ran  awmy,  and 

*  there  was  end  to  it.^*  "  I  have  observed,  there  is 
( hwdly  ever  a  man,  however  atrooiouB  his  con- 
'  duct,  who  cannot  contrive  to  his  certificate, 
'  and  go  into  business  again.  1  have  observed, 

<  nine  times  out  of  ten,  the  commission  is  woi^ 

<  for  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt,  not  the  creditors." 
"  Do  yon  not,  it  was  asked,  think  the  bankrupt 
'  law,  as  it  now  exists  in  this  country,  is  a  seanral 
'  wsd  disgrace  to  it  1  I  have  lon^  considered  it  so ; 
'  and  thai  it  has  induced  much  dishonesty.  Major 
'  Simple  said  to  a  Bow^treet  officer,  why  I  have 
'  been  a  fool  all  mv  lifetime.  I  tnve  not  known 
'  bow  to  go  to  work ;  I  have  been  running  the  risk 
'  of  my  fife  for  a  trifling  thing;  but,  if  1  were  to 

*  b^in  again,  I  would  open  a  shop  as  a  trader,  be- 

*  come  abankrapt,  and  make  my  fortune  at  <Hioe." 
Mt.  Cullen.  a  commisstoner:  **The  bankrupt  law 
'  was  introovced  to  mvoit  and  punish  frauds-  of 
'debtcNTs,  and  distribute  dieir  propoty  equally 
'  among  theiT  credUors ;  but  it  has  not  succeeded. 
'  However  wise  at  firs^  and  modified  since,  it 

<  effects  neither  of  these  objects,  the  pr(^ty  is 

*  not  forthcoming,  or  it  is  wasted.  The  same 
'  frauds  still  exist,  neitho-  diminished  nor  pnnish- 
*ed;  aodanew  class  has  sprung  up,  engendered 
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*  hr  the  Terf  proceeding  instituted  to  prerent 
'  tbem,  so  tliat  the  pronuoeDt  evil  of  tbe  present 
'  day  appears  to  be  the  bankrupt  law  itself.  With- 
'  out  it,  individual  creditors  would  hare  the  or- 

*  dioary  chance,  by  better  lack,  or  greater  diligence 

*  to  recover  their  particular  debts.  But,  tbe  bank- 
'  rupt  law,  while  it  defeats  individual  right,  pro- 
'  duces  tbe  loss  of  all  under  the  precious  forms  of 
'  proceeding  at  the  common  expense  for  the  com- 
'  mon  ben^t.   I  am  convinced  that  a  majority 

*  of  commissions  that  issue,  may  be  considered  as 
'  a  sort  of  conspiracies  between  the  debtor,  and 
'  one  or  more  of  bis  creditors,  to  plunder  the  rest. 

*  Concerted  commissions  must  arise  out  of  this  law 
'  from  the  nature  of  its  provisions.  I  would  hub- 
'  eest  whether  the  certificate  should  discharae  toe 

*  future  property,  except  the  estate  paid  75  per 
'  cat.  t"  In  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Grote,  a  banker, 
it  is  stated :  "  That  the  improTidence  of  the  bank- 
'  rapt ;  the  false  statement  he  gives  in  at  the  third 
'  examination ;  the  want  of  maaiag  the  most  of  his 
'effects;  (the  account  of  which  he  gives  in  on  his 

*  tiiird  examination.)   The  assignees  seldom  pay 

*  any  dividend  whatever.  I  applied  within  the  last 
'  six  months  for  dividend  in  three  instances.  In 
'  the  first  £30,000  were  proved  to  exist  two  years 
'  after  the  commission  issued.  Tbe  assignee  had 
'  collected  barely  £200,  which  was  absorEied  in  ex- 
'  peases.  In  a  second  case  I  got  seven  farthings 
'  in  tbe  pound ;  and  in  tbe  third,  a  dividend  of 
'  nine  pence.  I  have  perfectly  made  up  my  mind 
'  that  I  would  rather  take  an  ofier  of  two  shillings 
(  and  six  pence  in  the  pound  than  my  chance  ior 

*  a  dividoid  if  it  went  to-lhe  Gazette.  I  suggest 
'  that  no  bankrapt  should  have  his  certificate  un- 

*  less  he  paid  a  dividend."  Mr.  Montague  says ; 
"  Bankrupts  are  induced  to  c<mceal  their  property 
'  in  ordar  to  bribe  their  creditors ;  they  buy  goods 
'  upon  credit,  after  the  last  act  of  bankruptcy,  in 
'  order,  either  to  make  partial  payments  to  hostile 
'  creditors,  or  to  fail  full  handed ;  and  if  the  hon- 
'  esty  of  the  bankrupt  renders  him  unable  to  bribe 
'  his  creditors,  they  nave  another  resource,  by  ob- 
'  taining  security  from  him,  or  by  extorting  from 

*  the  compassion  of  bis  friends,  what  they  cannot 
'  jwocure  from  his  poverty. 

Mr.  Lockhart,  a  member  of  the  committee, 
stated:  "that,  in  almost  every  commission  in 

*  which  he  had  been  uamedj  he  found  the  bank- 

*  Tupt  had  acted  with  ^reat  injastice  tomrds  his 
'  creditors,  generally  with  dishonesty  and  fraud, 

*  and  always  with  imprudence  and  eardessness  of 

*  the  wre^  of  hia  suKtaiw^  which  is  not  his,  but 

*  theirs.  The  cause  is  found  in  the  fitcility  with 

*  which  the  bankrupt  goes  through  his  commis- 
'  sion.  It  is  proved  from  the  situation  he  is  gen- 
'  enlly  found  in  after  his  last  examination,  the 
'  app«trance  he  makes,  and  the  connexions  he  re- 
'  news.  The  want  of  a  due  investigation  to  dis- 
'  criminate  between  innocent  insolvents  and  fraud- 
'  ulent  ones  an>ears  to  be  a  radical  defect  of  our 
<  law.  It  is  difficult  at  present  to  prevent  the  proof 
'  of  unfounded  claims,  and  which  are  generally 
'  attempted  to  be  proved  with  a  view  to  the  choice 
'  of  assignees,  and  the  granting  of  the  certificate. 
'  There  are  laws  now  in  force  to  prevent  th^ 
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'  practices,  but  they  are  of  little  effect ;  and  the 
'  bankrapt  who  might  detect  and  expose  them,  is 
'  tbe  party  most  interested  in  concealment  and 
'  silence.  The  committee  have  already  abundant 
'  evidence  of  those  criminal  combinations  and 
<  perjuries,  and  of  tbe  fictitious  bills  of  exchange 
*  which  are  drawn  and  circulated  in  order  to  gire 
'  them  efiect." 

I  shall  forbear  further  remark:  neither  your 
patience  nor  my  own  strength  allow  me  to  pro- 
ceed. I  look  for  the  argument  to  be  supported  hy 
friends  maeh  better  qualified  than  I  am  to  do  it 
justice. 

When  Mr.  R(^bbbt8  concluded,  Mr.  Babbodh 
moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robbbts,  it  was  agreed  to 
take  this  question  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


WannEsnAY,  February  7. 

Tbe  Pbebidbht  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  die  Sinking  Fund,  stating  that 
tbe  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the 
board  sulH»equent  to  the  report  of  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1820,  80  far  as  the  same  have  been  com- 
pleted, are  iully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  that  board,  also  communi- 
cated as  part  of  the  report  of  said  Commissioners ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  WiLLUMa,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
memorial  of  tbe  General  Assemoly  of  that  State, 
praying  that  the  right  of  pte-«mpti<m  may  be 
granted  to  certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands  with- 
in said  State ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  C(Hnmittee  on  PuUic  Lauds. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Koitocky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  G.  Roberts,  of  that  State,  and  late 
a  surgeon  in  the  Navy,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
share  of  certain  prize  money ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  concerning  the  process  of  executioD 
issuing  from  the  sixth  circoit  court  of  tbe  United 
States,  for  the  district  of  Georgia;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entided  "An  act  for 
the  idief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde^"  and  the  biU, 
entitled  "An  aet  for  the  rdUef  ot  Pierre  Dennb 
De  La  Ronde,**  reported  them  severaUy  witiioat 
ameadmoit. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representative^  en- 
titled "An  act  making  approraiations  for  tbe  pub- 
lic buildings."  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  PaUic 
Buildings. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  motion  of 
yesterday  to  appoint  a  joint  committee  to  ascertain 
and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  and  of  notifying  the  per^ 
sons  elected  of  their  election,  and  agreed  thereto ; 
and  Messrs.  Barbour  and  Macon  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceecled  to  consider  the  motion  of 
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yesterday,  instraeting  the  Committee  od  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  complyiog 
•wixh  the  request  of  the  Choctaw  Indians  to  grant 
tracts  of  land  to  certain  indiriduals,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday^  instraeting  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  claim 
of  Dsnd  Cooper,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resuioed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Gteorge  Jackson,  and  it  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideratioa  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  petition 
of  John  Lowden;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Jorn- 
soH,  of  Loaisiana,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  again  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands;  and 

Mr.  Kiwo,  of  New  York,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  same  by  substituting  for  a  part  of  the 
bill  the  following  aew  sections : 

Stc.  S.  And  be  it  furtkertnaettd.  That  the  iaterwt 

which  shall  have  accrued  before  the  day  of  , 

opoo  any  debt  of  the  United  Statu,  for  public  land, 
shall  be,  and  the  aame  ia  hereby,  remitted  and  dia- 
chai^ad. 

Sac.  8.  Aad  be  it  further  enaaed.  That  on  all 
ddila  to  the  United  Slatea,  which  may  have  arisen 
fioa  (be  parchaae  of  public  land,  at  a  price  less  than 
three  dollars  the  acre,  a  di«couDt  at  the  rate  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  ahall  be  allowed  and  made*,  and  that  on 
all  each  debta,  which  may  have  ariaen  from  the  pur- 
cbaae  of  public  land  at  ur  above  three  dollars  the  acre, 
a  diacoQDt,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-three  and  one-third  per 
cent.,  shall  be  allowed  and  made ;  and  the  penona  in- 
ddKed  to  the  United  States,  aa  a£ireaaid,  shall  be  di- 
vided into  three  daaaea :  the  firat  data  to  tadode  all 
SQch  peraons  as  ahall  have  paid  to  the  United  Statea 
ralj  one-£)orth  part  of  the  original  price  of  the  land 
by  them  reapecttvely  parchaaed  or  held ;  the  aeeoad 
data  to  iadnde  all  auch  persooi  as  ahall  have  paid  to 
the  United  Statea  only  one-half  part  of  auch  original 
price;  and  the  third  dasa  to  indqde  all  auch  peraooa 
aa  ahall  have  paid  to  the  United  Statea  three-fourth 
parts  of  aarh  original  price ;  and  the  debta  of  the  per- 
•ooa  indoded  in  the  first  claaa  ahall  be  paid  in  eight 
equal  annual  iDstalmenta ;  the  debta  of  ths  persona  in- 
dnded  in  the  aecond  daas  diall  be  paid  in  six  eqoal 
anooal  iDatalmenls ;  and  the  debta  of  the  persona  in- 
cluded in  the  third  claaa  ahall  be  paid  in  four  equal 
annual  inaUlmeata ;  the  firot  of  which  inatalmenta,  in 

each  of  the  daaaea  afureaaid,  ahall  be  paid  on  the  

day  of  ,  and  the  whole  of  the  debt  aforesaid  ahall 

bear  an  annual  intereat  at  the  rate  of  aix  per  cent: 
Provided,  tUwagt,  That  the  aame  ahall  be  remitted 
upon  each  and  every  of  the  iaatalmmta  sfiHreaud, 
which  ahall  be  punctually  pud  when  the  aamo  shall 
become  payable  aa  aforeaaid. 

Ssc  4.  And  be  it  furtker  enacted.  That  for  fiiilure 
to  pay  the  aeveral  debia  aforeaaid,  in  manner  aforeaaid, 
and  Air  the  term  of  three  montha  after  the  day  ap. 
pointed  tot  the  payment  of  Uie  laat  instalment  thereof, 
m  each  of  the  daaaea  aforesaid,  the  land  ao  purchased. 
Of  hdd  by  the  respective  petsotu  indebted  to  Uia  Uni- 
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ted  Statea  oa  aforeaaid,  shall,  ipso  facto,  become  litf> 
fiMted  and  revert  to  the  United  Statea. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  furtker  enacted.  That  no  penon 
ahall  be  deemed  to  be  included  within,  or  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of,  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  who 

ahall  not,  on  or  before  the  day  of  ,  sign,  and 

file  in  the  office  ot  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  the 
district  where  the  land  was  purchased,  a  dedarMion  in 
writing,  expressiDg  bis  cunsent  to  the  same. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York, 
the  biU  and  amendmeots  were  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  PuUic  Lands. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  syston  of  bank- 
ruptcy. 

Mr.  Barbour  delivered  his  sentimmts  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  that,  in  rising  to  address  the 
Senate  upon  the  subject  of  a  bankrupt  act,  he  felt, 
equally  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
gina  (Mr.  Babboub)  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the 
attention  of  those  who  were  called  to  decide  upon 
the  question :  That  gentleman,  however,  had  suc- 
ceeded in  giving  to  the  iDquiry  an  interest  which  he 
could  not  aspire  to  excite.  The  subject  had  grown 
familiar  to  me  public  and  to  the  Legislature.  It 
was  dry  in  its  nature  and  voluminous,  and  to'ap- 
pearance  complicated  in  its  details.  In  the  obser- 
vations which  it  was  his  present  intention  to  offer, 
he  should  avoid  details  and  confine  himself  to  an 
explanation  of  some  general  and  leading  princi- 
ples, and  even  in  performing  this  duty  he  feared 
ne  miffht  fail  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate. Yet  he  was  firmly  persuaded  that  the  claim 
of  those  interested  in  the  rekiilt  of  the  question, 
was  exceeded  in  importance  by  none  but  those  sub- 
jects, it  decision  upon  which  was  at  all  times  in- 
dispensable to  the  support  of  Goremment  With 
that  exception,  he  insisted  they  were  of  eqaid  tank 
with  any  other  question  that  could  be  agitated, 
whether  considered  in  reference  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  interested  party,  the  long  standing  of  their 

f pretensions,  the  extent  of  the  benefit  to  w  derived 
rom  the  relief  contemplated,  the  happiness  and 
comfort  which  would  attend  success,  and  on  the 
chagrin  and  misery  that  awaited  a  failure  of  the 
measure.  A  calamity  affecting  specially  one  class 
of  the  community,  spread  over  the  whole  extent  of 
the  nation,  sometimes  made  less  impression  on  the 
mind,  than  an  evil,  which,  though  involving  a 
much  less  considerable  number  of  mdividuals,  was 
fdt  by  the  whole  society  of  a  particular  place— 
and  though  every  wind  which  blows  from  the  va- 
rious quarters  of^ the  Union,  comes  laden  with  the 
sighs  of  the  unfortunate  insolvent,  and  the  groans 
of  the  imprisoned  debtor,  as  well  as  with  me  re- 
grets of  his  creditor,  yet  are  they  disregarded,  and 
die  upon  the  ear  before  they  reach  the  heart. 

If,  eaid  he.  the  fire  which  last  night  broke  oat 
in  the  city  nad  exteitded  its  desolation  far  and 
wide — if  the  torch  of  the  incendiary  had  been  ai>- 
plied  in  various  quarters  to  the  habitations,  and 
thoosands  of  tenants  had  been  turned  houseless 
into  the  atieets~or  if  the  Qreat  Disposer  of  events 
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had  pencitted  the  baleful  pestilence  in  the  conne 
1^  the  past  season  to  sweep  over  its  popalation ; 
and  nnder  these  circumstances,  the  surriFors  of 
these  disasters  this  morning  filled  your  ^leries 
and  lobbies  with  their  compiaintsand  petitions  for 
aesistaoce ;  with  what  alacrity  would  you  proceed 
to  administer  whatever  relief  could  be  had  at  your 
hands,  possessing  as  yon  do  exclusive  jurisdiction 
in  this  District !  Yet  those  who  are  now  before 
yon  with  petitions  for  your  humane  aid,  are  suffi- 
ciently numerous,  if  collected  together,  to  fonn  a 
population  very  many  times  exceeding  that  of  this 
city — their  accumulated  wretchedness  would  be 
found  to  exceed  that  of  the  visitatioDs  just  supposed, 
and  they  are  equally  the  subjects  of  your  exclusive 
ffUBi-dianship  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

The  time,  he  said^  had  now  arrived  in  which 
the  parties  interested  in  the  passing  of  a  bankrupt 
•act,  ware  entitled  not  merely  to  request  it  as  a  »- 
rax.  hut  with  all  doe  respect  to  demand  it  as  a 
n^nL  It  might  be  affirmed  as  a  universal  oro po- 
sit ion,  that  the  acceptance  of  a  trust  imposed  upon 
tiw  tmsiee  an  obligatton  to  discharge  its  duties. 
A  sound  discretion  as  to  the  timeand  mode  of  per- 
forming boch  duties  were  certainly  of  course  im- 
plied, Mt  the  trustee  cannot  object  to  the  nature 
of  his  trust.  Now  the  objections  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  BARaoun)  go  to  the 
very  essence  of  the  trust  itself.  His  hostility  is  to 
a  bankrupt  act  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  and 
to  such  objections  thus  openly  avowed,  the  true 
answer  is,  they  come  too  late.  You  have  accepted 
the  trust,  and  are  bound  by  the  Constitution.  But 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Ronrrs)  resorts  to  the  old  system  of  opposition 
to  the  measure,  and  while  he  objects  to  the  details 
tof  the  bill,  in  other  words  to  the  mode  of  executing 
the  trasL  be  contends  still  for  the  discretionary 
power  of  Congress  in  the  selection  of  the  proper 
time.  There  is,  however,  no  real  difference  oe- 
tween  objections  to  the  nature  of  the  trust,  and 
such  objections  tothe  time  aud  mode  of  execution, 
as  show  that  he  who  makes  them  will  never  be 
reconciled  to  any  time  or  any  mode.  Will  he 
pledge  himself  to  any  fixed  time  or  to  any  substi- 
tute for  the  proposed  plan  7  If  he  will  n<A,  he  de- 
eeives  himself,  (for  tt  is  not  to  be  said  that  he  in 
insiocere  to  ottiers)  in  assailing  the  details  of  the 
bill,  when  his  enmity  apjslies  to  its  principle ;  and 
in  objecting  to  the  exercise  of  a  diieretion  at  tlus 
tBBe,  which  he  in  his  conscience  wishes  and  means 
•  Aoold  be  forever  suspended.  Thus,  the  two  htm- 
oiaUe  sfAdcmen  are  agreed  in  their  olfject,  and 
wrive  by  difierent  routes  to  the  same  issoew  It  is 
the  banniipt  system,  under  all  its  aspects,  and  in 
every  imaginane  form,  to  which  they  are  opposed. 
It  is  to  the  nature  of  the  trust — to  the  execution  of 
a  power  conferred  by  the  Constitution,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  a  great  class  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uuion, 
whose  trustees  you  are.  This  trust,  previously  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Oovemment,  was 
vested  in  the  separate  States.  It  was  a  necessary 
and  inseparable  incident  of  State  authority  claim- 
ing to  be  sovereign.  It  is  a  power  iudispensahle 
to  the  ex^aneies  of  a  commercial  pet^le.  It  was 


always  exociied,  permanently  or  occauonally,  by 
the  L^islatures  or  subordinate  magistrate^  by 
standing  or  by  special  laws  in  the  separate  Statea. 
Now  it  can  be  no  longer  enforced  to  any  useful 
end  by  the  State  jurisdiction — it  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Congress  as  trustees  for  all  persons,  whe- 
ther creditor  or  debtor,  who  have  or  may  have  an 
iuterest  in  such  a  system.  The  Supreme  Tribunal 
of  the  Union  has  decided  that  the  States  can  make 
no  taws  discharging  an  insolvent  person  from  the 
demands  of  his  creditors.  Of  coosequwce,  Con- 
gress is  bound  to  execute  this  trust  at  some  time, 
and  in  some  mode ;  otherwise  the  States  which 
have  surrendered  that  power  are  caught  in  a  snare 
and  dUijualified  from  raieving  the  distress  of  their 
own  citizens— while  rut  numbers  of  anfortunate 
posons  are  converted  into  outlaws  and  deprived 
of  the  ben^ts  and  potoction  afforded  to  the  citi- 
zen by  all  civilized  communities.  This  hieh  ob- 
ligation to  execute  a  trust  for  the  use  of  all  who 
have  the  beneficiary  interest  is  a  fundamental  of 
all  publicaswellasof  allmunicipallaw.  Neither 
the  executive  or  judiciary  departments  can  dis- 
pense with  the  performance  of  thdr  several  dutie^ 
constantly  and  indefinitely,  under  the  pretext  oi 
discretion  in  r^rd  to  time  and  means. 

Nor  can  the  right  of  Congress  to  withhold  relief 
from  the  urgent  claims  of  a  great  portion  of  their 
conxtiiuents  be  inferred  from  their  power.  It  was 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  activity  and  energy  to 
the  powers  vested  In  the  General  Qovernment  that 
the  Constitution  was  framed,  and  not  to  the  end 
that  such  as  could  not  be  efficaciously  employed 
by  the  separate  Stales,  but  were  nevertheless'  of 
vital  importance,  should  be  thrown  into  a  general 
reservoir  of  national  authority,  and  th»«n  oe  per- 
mitted to  remain  entirely  stagnant.  It  was  not, 
he  repeated,  his  intention,  on  the  present  occasion, 
to  go  into  an  investigation  of  the  special  proviBious 
of  the  bill  upon  the  table.  Should  this  be  thought 
requisite,  after  the  attention  of  Congress  had  been 
so  frequently  called  to  that  examination,  he  doubted 
not  it  would  be  undertaken  and  performed  by 
others  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the  Senate.  He 
professed  that  his  object  would  be  merely  to  illus- 
trate, by  general  remarks,  the  points  to  which  he 
had  adverted,  namdy,  the  condition  and  numbers 
of  the  applicants  for  relief — the  duty  of  Googrees 
to  provide  for  it,  end  to  obviate  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal objections  now  urged  by  the  opponents  of 
the  measure.  Let  us  first^  then,  bestow  a  cursory 
consideration  upon  the  circumstances,  condition, 
and  nofflbers  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
fate  of  this  question. 

The  debtors  may,  for  this  purpose,  be  divided 
into  three  classes.  First,  persons  in  actual  con- 
finement for  debt.  These  are  either  such  as,  in  a 
■rtate  of  extreme  and  unqualified  pauperism,  drag 
out  their  wretched  existence  iu  the  charnel-bouaes 
of  living  misery,  waitiiw  for  the  advantage,  so 
called,  of  State  insolvent  laws ;  or  others  who  are 
one  degree  removed  from  the  immediate  daneers 
of  hanger  and  nakedness,  by  having  concealed 
some  imltry  remnant  of  the  wreck  of  their  little 
fortunes,  preferring  the  durance  of  bolts  and  bars 
to  the  iron  grasp  of  the  laws  which  authorize  the 
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aeizaxe  of  the  last  trifle  for  the  beDeSt  of  the  first 
plaintiff. 

The  next  description  of  persons  consists  of  those 
to  whom  the  ctlculating  or  relenting  mercy  of 
their  credilors  has  spared  the  last  bitter  portion  of 
acttial  imprisonmaiL  latt  who  are  stripped  nearly 
or  cntirelr  of  their  all,  and  turned  out  naked  upon 
the  inald.  This  class  is  more  numerous  than  the 
other,  indudcs  a  greater  mass  of  misery,  and  calls 
upon  your  humanity  and  your  policy  in  a  still 
louder  tone  for  commiseration  and  relief. 

Learin^,  then,  for  the  presoit,  all  coosideratioos 
oi  humanity,  sorely  it  is  not  a  matter  of  light  mo- 
ntent,  that  this  numerous  body  of  individuals  are, 
in  thor  present  circumstances,  disqualified  for  the 
periivmanee  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the 
man  and  the  citizen.  Of  what  value  is  a  distressed 
and  harassed  iasolrent  debtor  to  his  country  7  His 
mind  is  distracted,  his  energies  are  paralyzed,  his 
heart  is  broken.  He  feels  as  if  all  his  relations  to 
society  were  extinguished.   His  sensibility  to  the 

.  happuiess  or  misery,  to  the  honor  or  wrongs  of  his 
eomlry,  are  merged  in  the  agony  of  his  own 
wiiplchedness.  Sdfisbness  is  the  ofispiog  of  a 
aoue  of  desolation  which  tells  him  he  has  no 
friends.  He  sues  forth  in  the  morning  under  the 
languid  im{Huae  of  some  rague  and  undefinaUe 
hope ;  and  wanders  through  the  streets  busy  with 
«eenpations  in  which  he  faas  no  share,  in  quest  of 
he  knows  not  what  He  encounters  the  frown  of 
his  offended  creditor,  the  "  proud  man's  contume- 
ly," the  arerted  countenance  of  the  friend  of  hap- 
pier days.  At  night  he  returns  to  a  habitation  of 
which  he  is  tenant  by  sufferance  from  hour  to 
hour.  He  meets  the  com[>anion  of  his  sorrows 
^d  the  partner  of  his  fate,  without  any  tidings  of 
comfort  eren  in  prospect.  His  children  turn  to- 
wards htm  with  the  instinct  of  the  nestling,  for 
the  food  which  be  has  not  brought.  To  bide  the 
anguish  of  his  soul,  he  flies  to  the  bed  which  the 
^ty  of  his  creditor  may  have  left  to  him,  but  not 
to  repose.  Or  if  percfaanee  tired  naUire  yields  for 
a  lime  to  the  ciamiet  with  sufiering,  and' the  tear 
which  blisters  tm  his  cheek  permits  him  to  doz^ 
jnstead  si  peaceful  visions,  poTerty  and  famine, 
'^in  exeeiuDle  shape,"  disturb  his  dreams,  and  the 
cad  jreaJity  of  hu  waking  hours  is  exchanged  for 
Uie  aggravated  torments  of  his  doubtful  slumbora. 
This  u  an  epitome  of  the  days  of  thousands— too 
o&m  varied  by  recourse  to  the  miserable  comforts 

'  whieh  idleness  and  de9|>air  are  so  apt  to  embrace. 
Here,  then,  are  fathers  and  heads  of  families ! 
What,  in  this  state,  is  to  be  the  destiny  and  utility 
of  their  children  ?  What  the  effect  upon  the  pub- 
lie  morals,  wealth,  and  prosperity  of  the  nation  7 
Entire  generations,  constantly  multiplymg,  are  to 
be  brought  up  tn  pauperism  and  idleness,  destitute 
of  education,  untaught  in  civil  duties,  and  insensi- 
lit  u>  the  love  of  country. 

There  was  still  a  third  class  of  debtors,  whose 
case  vrould  be  reached  by  this  bill.  Those  who, 
Juring  actually  become  inatdvent,  or,  facing  in 

-  lailing  eireomstanees,  had  cooeoded  or.othezwue 
aecored  .pnpertiN  either  for  themselves  alone,  or 
fin  faTorad  exediton.  in  this  class  are  eompre- 
hended,  not  nunljr  thoM  wlu  hare  taken ,  ihb  step 
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in  a  spirit  of  fraud,  but  great  numbers  who  would 
willinglv  surrender  their  effects  under  a  bankrupt 
system,  but  who,  for  want  of  it,  make  their  con- 
sciences conform  to  their  exigency,  and  live  at  the 
expense  of  their  creditors  upon  a  fund  whieh  is 
daily  melting  away. 

Now,  sir,  as  the  wives  and  children  of  these  un- 
fortunate persons  are  manifestly  parties  in  intexest 
to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  not  less  than  themr 
selves,  you  have  before  you  a  mass  of  distrened 
persons  seeking  for  relief,  which,  whatever  differ- 
ence of  opinion  may  prevail  respecting  their  ag- 
gr^ate  number,  could  not  be  regarded  with  indiT- 
terence  if  they  alone  were  the  petitioners  for  the 
act.  But  they  are  far  enough  from  being  desti- 
tute of  auxiliaries  who  have  a  different,  but  still  a 
most  valuable  interest,  in  its  success.  The  creditor 
class  of  the  whole  nation  may  fairly  be  regarded 
as  uniting  in  .the  support  of  this  bill.  Not  only 
had  numerous  petitions,  some  from  meetings  .of 
merchants,  and  others  signed  by  individuals,  been 
preferred  to  Congress,  hat  expressions  of  public 
sentiment  in  favor  of  it  were  reiterated  from  all 
quarters  of  the  Union,  with  one  accord,  through 
all  ordinary  vehicles  of  intelligence  and  opinion, 
in  newspapers,  and  pamphlets,  and  circular  lettm. 
Never  did  a  more  general  and  longing  expecta- 
tion of  a  manure  prevaiL  This  was  not  counter- 
acted, so  far  as  be  could  learn,  by  any  meeting, 
remonstrance,  or  opposition,  whatsoever,  except 
in  one  instance  by  a  portion  of  his  constituents— 
of  whom,  soma  had  iiuorm«l  him  subsequently  to 
the  signature  of  their  remonstrance,  that  they  had 
changed  their  opinion  and  been  converted  to  a 
belief  of  the  necessity  of  the  act. 

Taking,  then,  in  connexion  this  great  union  of 
men  and  interest  in  favor  of  the  measure,  he  was 
warranted  in  a.^erttDg  that  no  application  could 
be  made  to  Congress  more  entitled  to  attention. 
Some  uncertainty  attended  every  estimate  of  their 
numbers.  He  had  been  assured  that,  on  a  former 
occasion,  bis  computation  was  quite  short  of  the 
sum  total  From  his  best  means  of  infomution, 
he  now  was  induced  to  think  that  the  number  of 
insolvent  debtors  and  their  fiimilies  in  the  United 
States,  (of  appalling  magnitude  in  itself,)  when 
added  to  that  of  Uieir  creditOTS,  amounted  to  at 
least  half  a  million  of  persons.  After  every  al- 
lowance for  erroneous  data,  it  was  doubtless  very 
great — a  number,  beyond  all  controversy,  equal  to 
the  population  of  several  States  in  the  Unmn, 
reckoned  collectively.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Kino,)  who  was  on  his 
right,  and  the  o^er  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Eaton,)  on  his  left,  were  au- 
thorized to  represent  any  particular  grievance  bear- 
ing down  to  the  dust  the  entire  population  of  their 
respective  States,  which  it  was  competent  to  Con- 
gress to  redress;  with  what  importunate  eloquence 
should  we  hear  from  them,  until  redress  was  ob- 
tained! Yet  the  population  represented  by  .the 
friends  of  the  bill  interested  in  its  fate,  gready 
exceeded  that  of  both  those  States ;  and,  strictly 
speaking,  had  a  more  legitimate  claim  oo  the  na- 
twoal  Qorernment  for  rdief,  then  any  State  could 
ever  set  up,  inasnuieh  as  a  anirersal  calamity  al* 
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ways  outweighs  a  local  grievance.   Then,  sir, 
vherefore  shall  not  these  persons  be  gratified  in  a  [ 
teasooabte  request?   What  requisite  is  wanting  | 
to  their  claim  1   They  combine  oumbers,  wealth,  | 
misfortunej  interest  in  the  country,  political  rights, 
mnd  a  special  right  ta  a  Constilational  protection, 
intended  eximssly  for  their  eircumstuiees  and 
cwdition.   So  far  as  the  debtors  are  coneoned, 
dieir  happiness  or  misery  is  isTolTed. 

With  a  wise  Cforernment  the  hapinnetts  of  the 
citizenft  will  always  be  regarded  as  its  principal 
«m.  The  happiness  of  eacn  class  constitutes  the 
welfare  of  all.  The  "  kUub  poptil%"  which  is  the 
"Mpwna  UXf"  means  not  merely  the  safety  of  the 
people,  bnt  their  felicity,  for  the  promotion  of 
which,  only,  is  their  safety  of  any  value.  You 
may  have  safety,  and  glory,  and  splendor,  and 
what  is  commonly,  tboagh  falsely,  called  national 

E asperity,  in  monarchies,  and  ander  despotic  forms. 
Qt  happiness  and  comfort  belong  to,  or  ought  to 
emanate  from,  the  depositories  of  a  mild,  paternal, 
popular  authority,  which  feels  the  sympathies,  con- 
sults the  interestSj  listens  to  the  petitions,  and  ob- 
Tiates  tbe  complaints,  of  all  the  various  clastes  of 
the  people.  Some  great  defect  of  wisdom  or  at- 
tention, or  of  enlarged  and  liberal  views,  is  always 
to  be  suspected  in  a  Republic  where  any  one  great 
portion  or  interest  in  society  is  permitted  to  re- 
HHUu  for  years  together  in  a  state  of  discontent 
and  misery,  without  a  single  public  measure 
tdopted  for  its  relief. 

Having  thus  stated  his  views  of  the  number  and 
pretensions  of  those  for  whcne  benefit,  as  creditors 
and  debtors,  the  bill  was  intended,  he  said,  he 
would  offer  a  few  remarks  explanatory  of  the  true 
intent  of  the  Constitution,  to  which  he  bad  already 
alluded.  He  had,  indeed,  indulged  a  hope  that  the 
Senate  bad  come  to  the  consideration  of  one  pub- 
lic bill,  which  might  proceed  without  the  em- 
barrassment of  Constitutional  difficulties.  Butthe 
objections  of  honorable  gentlemen,  if  they  do  not 
jHTOceed  to  the  whole  extent  of  e  denial  of  the  power 
of  Congress  to  legislate  upon  tbe  affiur  of  bank- 
ruptcy, go  far  enough  to  raider  the  power  nuga- 
tory, and  to  show  thai  it  ought  to  remain  a  dead 
letter.  Yet  it  is  worthy  of  obwrvation,  that,  in  that 
number  of  the  FederaUst  which  treats  of  the  Con- 
■titutional  provisions  concerning  bankruptcy,  (and 
which  in  the  edition  possessed  by  him  wasMcribed 
to  Mr.  Madison,)  the  fitness  of  vesting  the  whole 
power  of  making  laws  regulating  that  subject,  is 
considered  as  so  palpable  end  almost  self-evident, 
that,  for  that  express  reason,  the  writer  forbears  to 
illustrate  and  maintain  it  by  any  arguments,  rest- 
ing its  propriety  upon  the  obvious  dictates  of  com- 
mon sen.<te,  and  leaving  it  to  the  understanding  of 
his  readers.  By  the  light  of  this  common  sense  it 
will  be  easy  to  discern  the  reason,  and,  indeed,  the 
necessity,  of  reposing  this  power  in  the  General 
Qovernment,  as  contracto  are  governed  by  the 
laws  of  the  place  or  Stale  where  they  are  made. 
The  tribunals  either  of  the  State  or  of  the  United 
States  are  competent  to  do  complete  justice  to  a 
creditor  aeainst  a  debtor,  while  he  continues  to  be 
solvent.  Each  creditor  acts  for  himself,  and  if, 
any  legal  process,  he  can  obtain  payment  of 
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j  bis  own  demand  when  due,  he  has  no  further  con- 
I  cern  in  the  funds  of  his  debtor,  nor  in  any  arranze- 
I  ments  or  negotiations  between  him  and  otner 
I  creditors.  But  the  relations  of  the  creditor  of  the 
bankrupt  towards  him,  and  among  each  other,  are 
entirely  changed  by  his  insolvency.  He  beccnnes 
by  the  very  act,  confiumably  to  tbe  principles  of 
natural  justice,  a  trustee  of  a  common  fund  for 
the  use  of  ail  bis  creditors,  in  a  just  propcn-tion  to 
their  demands.  They  are  in  equity,  and  should 
be  in  law,  converted  into  one  party,  and  compiled 
to  submit  to  an  average  loss,  and  to  be  precluded 
from  all  priorities  and  preferences  in  favor  of  one 
or  more  of  their  numoer.  When  they  have  be- 
come entirely  possessed  of  such  fund,  it  is  still  in 
furtherance  of  the  same  just  and  equitable  princi- 
ples that  they  should  be  restrained  from  lurther 
1^1  process,  in  every  part  of  the  nation,  against 
the  person  or  future  earnings  of  the  bankrupt  His 
creditors,  however,  may  be  citizens  of  difierent 
States.  He  may  have  occasion  to  go,  or  to  place 
bis  future  eamines  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own 
State.  If  any  of  his  debtors,  residing  in  another 
State,  should  become  bankrupt,  it  is  just  thi^  he 
should  be  entitled  to  the  same  measure  of  assete 
which  his  creditors  in  such  other  State  will  be 
empowered  to  obtain  from  him.  There  is  thra  no 
one  Slate  whose  courts  w  laws  coold^  by  any  pos- 
sibility, make  adjudications,  or  enuNrce  regula- 
tions, embracing  these  objects  and  innumerable 
collateral  circumstances  and  retjuisites  attending 
a  system  of  bankruptcy.  This  impossibilitywas 
realized  by  the  fnmers  of  the  Constitution.  Th^ 
knew  that  bankruptcy  was  incident  to  commerce 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places.  They  perceived 
that  an  uniform  system  only  would  be  capable  of 
securing  equal  and  impartial  justice  to  all  the  citi- 
zens, in  every  part  of  the  nation,  and  of  controlling 
the  monstrous  extravagancies  and  colli^ons  of  the 
State  insolvent  laws,  which  they  knew  were  not 
to  be  endured  among  the  citizens  of  the  same  na- 
tion. Pursuant  to  these  convictions,  they  clothed 
Congress  with  the  entire  power;  and  it  is  quite 
woruiy  of  obserratbn,  that,  while  in  all  eases  of 
controversy  between  citizens  of  the  same  State, 
^unless  bankruptcy  has  happened,)  the  jurisdiction 
IS  left  exclusively  in  the  State  courts,  yet.  in  the 
event  of  bankruptcy,  and  in  that  event  alone,  an 
act  of  Congress  regulating  that  subject  would 
operate  directly  upon  all  controversies  to  which 
the  bankrupt  might  be  a  party,  {no  matter  with 
whom,)  and  consequentljr  draw  them  into  the 
sphere  of  the  national  judiciary.  Well  then  might 
the  author  of  the  Federalist,  just  now  cited,  rely- 
upon  the  full  and  unequivocal  concession  of  this 
power  to  Congress,  and  assume  for  it  a  character 
of  fitness  and  expediency  which  required  the  sup- 
port of  no  commentary  whatever.  And  why,  sir, 
should  this  most  urgent  and  necessary  measure  be 
delayed—a  measure  which  forms  a  distinguished 
feature  in  the  code  of  every  civilized  commercial 
nation?  If  the  time  has  not  arrived  (ot  the  expe- 
riment, in  what  disasbwis  jtmcture  shall  it  be  ex- 
pected? In  what  country,  and  at  what  period, 
has  commerce  been  exposed  to  the  tranendoni^ 
sudden^  and  total  vieiiutiidfle  whidi  it  has  undcf^ 
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in  our  own  nation,  and  in  oar  own  time? 
riien  was  ever  known  a  spirit  of  enterju'ise  so 
ardent,  impelled  by  such  proipeet^  rewarded  br 
joeh  success  tempted  to  such  dangers,  and  sud- 
denly checked  by  a  reaction  so  OTervhelming  and 
unexpected  ?  The  whole  world  of  commerce  is 
shaken  to  its  centre.  And  with  us  all  the  ele- 
ments and  means  of  eonmace  are  disturbed  and 
impaired.  In  many  parts  of  the  coimtry  an  nn- 
soDod  currency  has  supplanted  a  TalnaUe  medium, 
«ttd  the  depreciation  of  capital  in  land,  produce, 
xhipSj  and  merchaadise^  is  universal.  No  reliance 
«an  be  jdaced  on  the  foreign  or  domestic  market, 
and  the  want  of  confidence  has  caused  the  pre- 
cious metals  to  be  withdrawn  from  circulation, 
and  to  be  hoarded  in  the  coffers  of  the  rich. — 
Sorely,  then,  (if  ever,)  you  are  now  bound  to  ex- 
tend a  Constitutional  relief  to  citizens  who  are 
suffering  under  these  sad  reverses,  and  to  qualify 
them  by  active  occupation  to  attempt  to  retrieve, 
not  only  their  own  affairs,  but  the  general  pros- 
perity. MBny,  Tery  many,  of  these  persons  are 
ready  and  anzioas  to  resort  to  industrious  callings, 
and  to  reliere  the  nation  from  the  weight  of  their 
support.  And  it  is  certain  that  those  who  are  not 
supported  by  their  own  indust^  and  resources, 
nunc  subsist, in  someway  or  other,  upon  the  labor 
or  resources  of  others,  and  are  a  dead  weight  on 
society.  They  eat  the  bread  of  others,  as  was  ex- 
incssed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware, and  are  "nati  amsumtre  fntffetf"  the  fruits 
whica  they  consume  bdong  to  their  creditors. 

Sir,  all  these  suggestions  are  again  met  by  the 
old  objection  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  enact 
retrospective  laws,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  the 
distinction  between  retrospective  and  expoat  facto 
laws,  instead  of  being  manifest  and  clear,  was 
witboQt  reality.  * 

He  was  then  compelled  to  repeat,  what  was 
familiar  to  every  civiluin,  that  an  ex  po^  facto  law 
created  the  crinte  which  it  paaished,  but  a  retro- 
speetiTe  law  had  no  necessary  relation  to  crimes 
OE  (tfbices.  Every  w  pott  fado  law  is  retrospec- 
tiTe,  hat  the  converse  (»  the  propoeititm,  that  every 
r^rospective  law  is  ex  poa  fiuio,  cannot  be  sus- 
tained. Of  these,  the  first  description  is  repjognant 
to  the  fondameotai  principles  of  hmnaainr  and 
justice,  and  is  expressly  prohibited  by  the  CiDnsti- 
taticm.  Bat  retrospective  laws,  in  their  correct 
and  general  signification,  are  applicable  to  civil 
contracts,  controversies,  and  concerns.  Even  these 
should  be  pused  with  great  caution,  and  in  cases 
only  of  indispensable  necessity.  Insolvent  laws 
fall  onder  this  rigorous  character  of  necessity. 
And,  therefore,  although  they  do  effect  what  m 
ordinary  eases  would  oe  a  violation  of  private 
ri(^t  by  mtinguishing  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
yet  this  power  was  undoubtedly  vested  in  the  seve- 
lal  Sutes,  and  exercised,  under  some  modification, 
hf  most  of  them  in  this  particular  instance.  Many 
«ater  examples  of  this  species  might  be  adduced 
-firom  the  |mctice  of  the  States,  all  of  which  could 
oat  be  justified  by  this  plea  of  necessit)^. 

This  right  of  r^ulating  the  affair  of  insolvency, 
so  fiu-  as  It  was  claimed  and  applied  in  acts  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracts,  was  taken  from 


the  States  and  transferred  to  the  General  Govern- 
meot.  The  entire  argument  is  comprehended  in 
the  following  propositions :  A  bankrupt  act,  ex  «i 
termini,  may  be  retrospective.  Congress  has  the 
exclusive  power  of  framing  such  an  act;  and,  of 
consequence,  Congress  may,  and  the  sevnal  States 
may  not,  make  acts  in  relation  to  bankmptcy^he 
opoation  of  which  may  be  retrtMpeettve.  The 
present  bill,  he  said,  defined  the  various  delinquei^ 
cies  which  were  intended  to  constitute  acts  of 
bankruptcy.  These  must  be  committed  subse- 
quently to  the  passing  of  the  act.  la  regard  to 
tnem,  the  law  would  be  in  no  respect  ex  pott fitOa 
or  retrospective.  But  he  would  not  disguise  his 
expectation  and  intention  that  its  operation  should 
be  retrospective  upon  all  contracts  existing  at  the 
time  of  its  passing.  So  that,  though  the  delin- 
quency constituting  a  bankrupt  should  be  poste- 
rior, the  salutary  influence  of  the  provisions  of  the 
law  should  reach  back  to  those  children  of  misfor- 
tune who  were  not  the  less  entitled  to  relief  be- 
cause their  tronUe  was  of  long  duration.  A  law 
which  would  not  exteltd  to  antecedent  eases  would 
lose  its  principal  value  in  his  estimation.  His  ob* 
ject  was  to  set  free  from  their  shackles  all  honest 
debtors  of  the  classes  designated  in  the  act,  who 
could  bring  them-selves  within  its  provisions,  with 
the  consent  of  the  competent  number  of  their 
creditors.  Nothing  short  of  this  was  worthy 
effort. 

The  next  objection  (said  Mr.  O.)  to  the  bill, 
urged  as  well  by  those  who  do,  as  those  who  do 
not  entertain  the  Constitutional  doubt,  is  the  liar 
bility  of  the  bankrupt  system  to  the  danger  of 
frauds.  To  this  it  was  easy  to  anticipate  the  gen- 
eral answer,  that  the  objection  was  not  peculiar 
to  this  bill,  but  lay  at  the  bottom  of  all  legislation 
upon  nearly  every  subject.  Laws  against  murder 
might  give  birth  to  frauds  and  perjuries  also. 
Those  against  theft  and  the  receiving  of  stolen 
goods  were  frequently  the  sources  oflrandulent 

Cactices  of  Tarious  descriptions.  The  revenue 
ws  of  the  country  might  be  considered  as  a  fer- 
tile soil,  in  which  iraaw  were  produced  in  peren- 
nial crops.  The  great  volume  of  balances  not 
accounted  for  by  Uie  receivers  of  public  moneys 
(which,  being  too  huge  to  Ue  upon  his  table,  he 
had  beea  obliged  to  place  under  it)  would  furnish 
materials  for  a  history  of  all  sorts  of  frauds,  with- 
out including  the  accounts  of  individuals  whose 
balances  were  merelv  apparent  and  those  who 
had  been  prevented  oy  inevitable  casualties  from 
closing  their  accounts.  It  was  no  objection  to  a 
law,  that  it  was  susceptible  of  fraudulent  evasion; 
and,  though  nothing  wok  certainly  roused  the 
jealousies  and  prejudices  of  honest  minds  than 
the  cry  of  fraud,  yet  it  was  an  ingr^ient  died 
in  the  wool,  and  span  in  the  yam,  and  woven 
into  the  textnr^  or  all  the  laws  to  be  found  in 
the  statute  book.  But,  in  order  to  show  the  peeiK 
liar  exposure  of  a  bankrupt  syst^  to  the  evasions 
of  fraud,  resort  is  bad  to  the  experience  of  foreij^ 
nations,  and  of  our  own  country. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
has  occupied  nearly  a  day  in  reading  passages 
from  minutes  of  evidence  token  before  a  commil- 
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tee  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  appointed 
%o  inquire  into  the  operation  and  defects  of  their 
\%it9\  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
(^ia  has  ado]^ed  the  same  course,  though  not  to 
the  same  extent.  They  hare  cited  detached  opin- 
ions, and  partial  extracts  bearing  upon  the  amises 
and  imperfections  of  the  system,  and  those  only. 
Sv,  to  all  examples  of  this  species,  it  would  seem 
sameient  to  reply,  that  this  same  committee,  upon 
a  full  view  of  this  evidence,  made  a  report  of 
eerttun  improvements  of  whicn  they  thoueht  the 
system  to  he  susceptible,  but  were  far  enoujgn  from 
leeommending  its  abolition ;  and  the  British  Par- 
liament, swayed  no  doubt  in  this  instance  by  the 
pevalent  sentiments  of  the  mercantile  interest, 
have  not  yet  adopted  even  those  improvements. 
It  was  then,  he  believed,  a  novelty  in  I^:islation, 
^t  the  evidence  taken  before  the  committee  of  a 
foreign  l^islature  should  be  adduced  in  the  Con- 

Sess  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  of  inducing 
em  to  come  to  a  result  precisely  the  reverse  of 
that  which  bad  been  attamed  br  the  constituent 
body  to'  whom  the  report  of  sucn  committee  had 
been  made.  This  was  inviting  the  Senate  to  do, 
upon  very  limited  information,  what  the  Parlia- 
ment baa  refused  to  do  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
^e  subject.  The  conclusion  was  undeniable  that 
Fariiament,  after  long  experience;^  deemed  an  ad- 
herence to  the  system  with  all  its  imperfections  to 
be  preferable  to  its  renunciation,  and  considered  it, 
on  the  whole,  better  than  any  substitute  that  bad 
been  matured.  He  had  for  some  time  been  pos- 
sessed of  a  copy  of  the  documents  introduced  hy 
those  gentlemen.  They  had  been  sent  to  him  bv 
an  English  merchant,  eminently  conversant  witn 
the  course  of  trade  between  this  country  and  Eng- 
land, and  with  the  operations  of  the  bankrupt  sys- 
tem there,  and  our  mongrel  systems  here,  at  his 
reqtKst,  to  fnmish  htm  with  materials  for  the  de- 
Anee  of  the  at^  and  accompanied  by  a  letter 
sttan^f  expreenve  of  his  asrarance  that  it  would 
derate  the  credit  of  the  American  merchants,  and 
of  the  hope  that  this  Oovernment  would  perceive 
the  utility  and  necessity  of  the  English  nanlarupt 
aetj  or  something  like  it. 

Jor.  O.  then  proceeded  to  a  brief  examination  of 
the  contents  of  some  of  the  depositions^  taken  be- 
fore the  British  committee,  and  in  particular  to 
^t  of  Sir  &mnel  Romilly,  (who,  as  he  contend- 
ed, was  the  best  informed  and  most  competent 
judge  of  the  whole  merits  of  the  system,)  and  re- 
peated and  enforced  the  assertion,  that  it  was  not 
the  aim  of  those  intelligent  persons  to  abolish,  but 
to  reform  the  bankrupt  system.  That  the  princi- 
pal defect  of  that  system,  as  has  been  stated  bv  bis 
IfOAOraUe  friend  from  Delaware,  was  its  revolting 
aererity,  which,  being  capital,  prevented  the  pun- 
jthment  of  the  fraudulent  bankrupt ;  and  that  a 
cueftil  comparison  of  the  entire  testimony  of  the 
witnesses  Iwfore  the  committee  of  Parliament 
with  this  biU,  (which  he  should  not  now  under- 
take,) would  demonstrate  that  many  of  the  minor 
defects  were  obviated.  He  entirely  dissented  from 
the  doctrine  of  tbe.^norable  gentleman  from  Tir- 
Kiaia,maintaining  that  France,  Holland,  and  other 
ixnumetcial  utioiu,  had  rejected  tiie  bankropt 


system,  as  a  scourge  and  a  curse ;  and  he  had  ytt' 
to  learn  that  any  commercial  nation  had  perse^ 
vered  in  doing  without  me.  So  much,  sii^  aiUd 
he,  for  the  general  objection  of  fraud,  and  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  House  «  Commons. 
Let  us  approach  nearer  to  particulara. 

It  would  be  admitted  (hat  the  sources  of  fraud, 
so  far  as  the  bankrupt  was  concerned,  were  two- 
fold— concerted  acts  of  bankruptey  end  conceal- 
ment of  property.  As  to  the  first,  he  had  mr 
doubt  that  if  the  bill  should  pass,  it  wonld  ^ve' 
rise  to  manifold  acts  of  concerted  bankruWiey,  ani 
he  was  ready  to  declare  his  persuasion,  that  such 
a  concert  was  not  immoral  nor  injurious  in  its' 
own  natnre.  It  became  so  only  whm  accompa- 
nied by  unjust  priorities,  given  to  favored  credi- 
tors, or  by  an  exhibition  of  fictitious  debts,  iiy 
facilitate  tne  obtaining  of  a  certificate.  If  a  man^ 
were  in  fitiliog  circumstances,  and  honestly  dis- 
posed to  surrender  his  eflfects  for  the  use  of  all  biv 
creditora,  an  agreement  between  him  and  one  of 
two  bona  fide  creditors  to  do,  for  that  purpos^  aff 
act  which,  if  done  without  such  agreement,  nug^t 
be  (against  his  consent)  converted  to  the  same' 
purpose,  was  in  itself  certainly  neither  a  shamtf 
or  a  sin.  Sometimes  it  would  be  wickedly  anft 
fraudulently  perverted.  Sometimes  the  best  sy*^ 
terns  will  be  abused ;  hnt  the  act  was  intended  to 
ffoard  against  malpractices,  undue  preference,  and 
fictitious  claims — and  moch  would  depend  upotf 
the  fidelity  of  those  employed  to  give  it  effect.  Itf 
any  event,  relief  would  be  given  to  thousan<^  of 
honest  and  suffering  victims  to  misfortune,  and 
the  maxim  would  be  found  substantially  applica- 
ble, that  it  is  better  for  the  guilty  to  ee^jape  than 
the  innocent  to  be  punished—especially  as  the 
creditors  of  the  ill-disposed  will  get  nothing  wbe^ 
ther  they  become  bankrupt  or  not — and  conse^ 
quently  sustain  no  real  injury,  even  when  fraud 
takes  place. 

With  respect  to  the  danger  of  fraud  from  the 
concealment  of  effects,  it  was  hardly  poarifale  to 
imagine  tha^  any  system  could  be  more  prolific  oif 
abuses  of  that  description  than  already  prevail 
under  the  various  and  conflicting  lays  of  the  dff- 
ferent  States.  Frauds  in  all  shapes  and  vartetiM 
that  human  ingenuity  could  devjse  were  perpetra- 
ted in  every  State,  and  undo*  sffch  disgimK  as  de- 
fied the  scrutiny  of  State  laws,  or  Stftte  courts 
These  had  furnished  topics  for  eloquence  on  many 
former  occasions,  and  their  frequency  was  Amiliat 
to  every  individual  whose  attentioii  had  beoi 
called  to  the  subject.  The  absurdities  and  incon- 
veniences incident  to  the  collision  of  State  law)^ 
would  suffice  to  furnish  a  theme  that  might  wen 
occupy  more  time  than  was  reasonably  to  be  era;- 
idoyed  by  any  one  member  who  attempted  merely 
to  [tfesent  a  general  view  of  theqnestion.  Btttlnt 
would  refer  those  who  wne  inclined  to  bestoiW 
upon  that  part  of  the  subject  a  special  attentii^ 
to  a  most  luminous  and  learned  argument  in  the 
case  of  Sturgis  and  Crovminshield,  by  an  hononv 
able  member  of  the  Senate,  (Mr.  Homter,)  which 
might  justly  be  regarded  as  a  model  of  clasracal 
taste  and  forensic  doqnence. 

Tlttt  argttttwnt,  taun  in  connexion  with  tin 


Digitized  by  Google 

1 


301 


HISTOBT  OF  OONGBBBS. 


302 


deeisicHi  of  the  case,  whereby  it  appears  that  the 
right  of  the  States  to  establish  systems  of  bank- 
ruptcy is  expressly  disaffirmed,  demoastrates  the 
abnlate  necessity  of  a  national  system  for  the 
more  efiectoal  prevention  of  fraudulent  conceal- 
meats,  and  defeating  the  contrivances  and  combi- 
aatiosw  to  cheat  creditcws,  for  which  the  Sute 
In^  in  troth,  at  jncsent  operate  as  a  bounty  and 
strong  indneement  The  real  di£B»ence  in  the 
aeooont  of  fraodnlent  practices  wUh  and  without 
the  propo^  system,  would  be  found  prineipaUy 
to  consist  in  this,  namelv,  that  a  dishonest  denor, 
in  order  to  avail  himself  of  the  advantage  of  the 
act,  might  be  guilty  of  a  single  prevarication,  or 
make,  once  for  all,  a  fraudiuent  arrangement  to 
cover  his  ptopertf,  exposed,  however,  to  the  risk 
of  detection  bjr  the  vigilance  of  those  who  would 
be  interested  to  unmask  him;  but,  without  this 
system,  be  would  find  the  greatest  motives  for 
taking  opfxand  as  a  profession  for  life;  it  becomes 
his  only  resource  and  vocation,  and,  by  the  aid  of 
friends,  he  can  pursue  it  with  impunity.  Nay,  in 
oee  event,  those  who  are  tempted  to  be  guilty  of 
oae  deviation  from  the  |».tfa  of  rectitude,  may  be 
left  to  rebim  to  it,  and  make  some  amends  to  soci- 
ety, fajr  *  confidence  that  the  fruits  of  their  future 
ionutrr  iriU  be  their  own ;  while,  in  the  other 
event,  they  will  proceed  in  their  career  of  fraud, 
ooDsnming  the  iffoperty  of  their  creditors,  and 
findii^  in  the  perpetual  thraldom  to  which  they 
are  doomed,,  apolcwies  and  salvos  for  honor  and 
oooscience,  nnlil  afl  sense  of  them  is  extinct. 

If  these  suggestions  are  correct,  a  bankrupt  act, 
under  its  least  favorable  aspect,  will  be  auspicious 
to  the  public  morals  in  the  same  proportion  that 
occasional  frailties,  with  a  chance  of  reformation, 
are  preferable  to  habitual  and  nnrepented  vice.  It 
was,  howevCT,  not  only  to  the  frauds  of  the  bank- 
rupt, bat  the  expense,  delay,  and  detention  of 
money  by  assignees,  that  objections  had  been  made. 
He  did  not  remember  that,  under  the  experiment 
of  the  former  act,  grievances  of  this  kind  had  been 
the  sabjeot  of  complaint.  Without  doubt  assignees, 
like  other  agent^wwe  sometimes  goilty  of  mis- 
maaansMnt.  Here  again  the  ctxnpaiison  of  erib 
anst  oe  taken  into  view,  as  in  all  human  institn- 
tiod^  anil  the  choice  lay  between  leaving  all  in 
the  hand*  of  a  debtor  or  a  favored  creditor,  from 
whom  wKhing  could  be  obtained,  or  friacingall  in 
the  hands  <^  an  assignee,  chosen  by  the  creditors, 
and  aceonalable  at  their  pleasure. 

He  wtmU  next  advert  to  the  very  formidable 
ofajeetion  pressed  with  so  much  earnestness  bv  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  woich, 
being  indeed  the  basis  of  his  argument,  was  enti- 
tled to  a  distinct  consideration.  He,  Mr.  B.,  al- 
luded to  the  experience  of  this  nation  under  the 
fvrmer  act  It  was  taken  for  granted,  that  this 
aetj  after  a  fair  trial,  bad  been  condemned  by  the 
deliberate  sense  of  the  nation,  and  repealed  at  the 
solicitatioB  of  those  by  whose  procurement  it  had 
been  enacted ;  that  it  was  a  disgraced  and  perni- 
ciovs  sjrstem,  and  hdd  in  nniversal  reprobation. 
Bnt  dm  viffir  of  that  ntbject  was  much  too  strong. 
The  sppareut  dis&vor  into  which  that  system  fefl; 
ma  not  a  trae  test  of  the  sober  opiiuon  of  the 
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mercantile  community  at  that  time.  In  the  first 
stage  of  its  operation,  it  was  calculated  to  excite 
great  att^tion  and  animadversion.  Great  nunt' 
bers  of  individuals  were  seen  rushing  towards  this 
new  avenue  to  freedom  at  the  same  time.  The 
process  of  deliverance  was  generally  rapid  and 
easy  to  all  who  undertook  it.  Very  manv  were 
seen  emergin^^  from  an  obscurity  in  which  they 
had  pined  until  their  misforttme^  and  sometimcs- 
their  names,  had  been  forgotten.  Some  aj^Hnred 
whose  characters  and  conduct  were  held  in  no  es- 
timation, and  others  whose  circtunstancee  were  not 
suspected.  How  was  it  possible  that  a  sight  €^ 
all  the  insolvent  merchants  and  traders  in  a  great 
nation,  suddenly  brought  together  in  public  array, 
should  not  produce  a  great  sensation  among  friend*- 
and  enemies'?  From  the  nature  of  the  case^  they 
most  have  had  both  enemies  and  friends:  by  ene- 
mies, he  meant  persons  hostile  to  their  discnarge. 
Unless  two-thirds  of  the  creditors  were  frientUy, 
thev  could  not  have  obtained  their  certificale. 
Uol  [ess  some  individuals  were  averse,  they  would 
have  had  no  occasion  to  adopt  this  mode  of  obtain- 
ing tlteir  deliverance.  Amoag  these  adverse  cred- 
itors of  course  would  be  found  much  of  vexatioa 
and  disappointment,  and  of  open  and  clamwraa 
eensare  and  criminatitm  of  the  deUor^  contract, 
and  justification  of  their  own  ri^r  and  opposi- 
tion. Thus  the  consenting  creditors,  feeling  no 
interest  in  a  concern  wtiich  they  had  abandoned, 
would  so  lon^  make  it  an  object  of  thought  or 
conversation,  while  the  dissenting  creditors  wouM 
be  stimnlated,  by  the  irritation  of  thdr  feelings,  to- 
make  loud  and  constant  complaints  against  the 
operation  of  the  act,  and  to  become  actirein  their 
endeavors  to  effect  its  repeal. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  ^eat  mass  of 
insolvent  persons,  having  accomplished  their  ob- 
ject, could  not  be  expectra  to  unite  their  efforts  in 
any  strenuous  opposition  to  such  rcf)eal.  The  Mill 
greater  number  of  assenting  creditors  would  be 
equally  passive,  as  their  bad  debts  were  now 
spungedj  and  their  motive  for  an  active  inteiftr* 
enee  were  exceedioaly  diminished.  So  diat  &e 
<M  set  -was  thus  left  in  the  hands  of  its  zealous 
and  bitter  opponentB,  and:  fell,  without  a  struggle, 
under  the  odium  of  one  part  of  the  mercantile 
community,  and  indifierence  of  the  other. 

He  womd  not  deny,  however,  that  thoe  mn 
to  be  found  everywhere  many  hi^ly  respeetsUe 
and  inqnrtial  merchants  who  were  origiiudly  ojh 
posed  in  principle  to  the  old  system,  and  who  were 
for  a  time  confirmed  in  their  prejudices  by  obser- 
vation of  its  effects.  Bet,  so  iar  as  his  information 
extended,  those  very  individuals  had  generally 
become  the  friends  and  advocates  of  another  trial. 
The  tables  of  both  Houses  had  been  covered  with 
petitions  from  merchants  and  traders  of  un- 
suspected credit,  from  every  quarter.  He  knew 
only  of  the  single  remonstrance  against  it  to  wbieh 
he  had  before  alluded.  The  peUtion  in  its  fiivor, 
from  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  was  first  signed  by 
a  gentleman  (Mr.  Gray)  who  bad  long  been  ranked 
as  the  first  merchant  and  ship-owna  in  the  Uni- 
ted-States, and.  by  fitr  the  greater  number  of  emi- 
nent morenants  and  established  traders  in  his  part 
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of  the  eocintry.  Indeed,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  let- 
ter that  day  receired  from  an  associattou  of  per- 
wns  of  known  worth  and  credit  io  the  opulent 
town  of  Salem,  distinguished  for  commerce  and 
enterprise,  and  the  sound  judgment  of  its  citizens, 
zealously  ui^ng  upon  him  to  lend  his  feeUe  aid 
to  the  good  worE.  The  sentiment  in  its  favor  is 
indeed  universal ;  constquenity,  the  honorable 
gentlemen  could  take  nothing  by  his  argument 
from  experience,  for  experience  was  in  its  favor. 

He  would  not  allow  that  a  single  experiment 
deserved  to  be  dignified  with  the  name  of  expe- 
rience, which  he  admitted  to  be  the  best  and  only 
sure  guide  in  the  political  as  well  as  the  pbyucftl 
world.  Experience  was  the  result  of  an  impres- 
siim  made  by  a  succession  of  erotts  in  a  coarse  of 
time,  and  of  circanistanees  and  of  hearts  and 
erils  to  be  weighed  off  and  balanced  against  each 
other.  And,  as  the  opinion  of  the  mncantile  com- 
munity had  at  length  settled  down  in  favor  of  a 
buikru^t  act,  and  surmounted  and  laid  aside  their 
own  objections  after  a  fair  trial,  both  with  one 
and  without  one,  it  was  now  strictly  correct  to 
say  that  enierience  was  not  against  it,  but  pro- 
claimed with  a  loud  voice  and  final  decision  in  its 
favor. 

But,  if  any  doubt  remains  of  the  beneficial  ef- 
fect, even  of  the  old  act,  with  all  its  imperfections 
and  all  the  malversation  ascribed  to  it,  let  those 
who  entertain  it  take  an  enlarged  view  of  its  con- 
sequences. Has  society,  on  the  whole,  lost  or 
gamed  W  the  extinguishment  of  the  debts  of  the 
Uunisand  who  availed  themseWes  of  its  benefits  ? 
Were  not  the  means  and  froits  of  industry  in- 
creued  by  restoring  them  from  the  idle  to  the  la- 
borious and  productive  classes  ?  Has  any  great 
inconvenience  or  puUic  calamity  grown  out  of 
the  83rBtem?  Would  it  be  advantageous  to  their 
oeditMS,  or  in  any  respect  desirable  to  replace 
them  in  their  late  state  of  embarrassment,  were 
this  practicable  ?  These  are  the  inquiries  to  he 
made  by  statesmen.  Let  them  ask,  what  on  the 
great  scale  is  for  the  good  of  the  nation  ?  and  not 
whether  here  and  there  will  be  found  cheats,  and 
swindlers,  and  fraudulent  bankrupts ;  nor  whether, 
in  some  instances,  cunning  devices  and  sham 
bankruptcies  will  not  be  carried  on  under  the  um- ; 
brage  of  the  proposed  hill.  Objections,  he  regret- 
ted to  say,  were  again  presented  in  behalf  of  the 
landed  interest ;  indeed,  he  might  say,  in  behalf  of 
all  those  who  were  not  expressly  comprehended 
within  the  purview  of  the  atatate.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  onburassment  which  had  always  been 
made  to  involve  the  friends  to  this  measure.  When 
they  attempted  to  frame  the  bill  in  the  words  of 
the  former  act^  an  outcry  was  raised  against  the 
Miienlity  of  its  provisions.  All  classes,  it  was 
then  said,  were  to  be  subjected  to  this  odious  law, 
in  order  to  please  the  merchants;  when  they 
offered  a  bill  embracing  the  yeomanry,  and  other 
trades  and  professions,  it  was  still  less  graciously 
received.  It  was  stigmatized,  then,  not  as  a  bill 
of  privilege,  but  of  penalties,  not  at  all  desured  by 
any  but  merchants,  and  which,  if  they  wanted  it, 
should  be  confined  to  their  own  order.  Twenty 
years  ago  its  friends  were  placed  in  this  dilemma  j , 
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it  is  now  the  same.  A  bankrupt  act  was  not,  ia 
ordinary  cases,  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of 
farmers  and  planters;  but,  if  honorable  gentlemen 
would  admit  that  this  part  of  their  constituents 
were  ready  for  it,  and  ifthe  comjuising  of  them  in 
the  bill  would  reconcile  them  to  it,  he  was  re»ly 
at  a  word,  for  his  part,  to  say,  put  them  all  in. 
But  he  knew  that  gentlemen  would  consent  to  no 
6uch  thing,  and  that  farmers  would  regard  a  bill 
of  univer^  application  to  the  landed  interest  as  a 
Pandora's  box,  and  not  as  a  boon.  He  thenfore 
implored  them  not  to  preclude  others  from  a  ben^t 
which  they  did  not  want  for  themselves,  nor  to 
urge  objections  which  they  did  not  wish  to  re- 
move nor  to  surest,  as  amendments,  provisions 
which  they  woufTnot  agree  to  adopt  by  the  friends 
of  the  bill.  Although  planters  and  iarmers  were 
not  made  subject  to  tbe  penalties  of  the  act,  they 
would  partake  of  all  its  benefits,  in  their  capacity 
of  creditors,  equally  with  merchants,  and  certainly 
would  be  placed  upmi  a  footing  of  greater  security 
than  they  at  present  stand.  They  would  be  dis- 
pensed from  lul  trouble,  vi^lance,  and  anxietjr^  to 
prevent  the  near  and  favorite  creditors  of  a  failmg 
person  from  availing  themselves  of  their  bettCT 
means  of  information  and  knowledge  of  his  cir- 
cumstances, and  securing  themselves  to  bis  exclu- 
sion. At  present  a  country  creditor  had  tittle 
chance  of  savingany  part  of  a  debt  from  the  prop- 
erty of  a  failing  debtor  in  a  seaport  or  trading 
town.  He  was  commonly  at  a  distance,  and  pre- 
cluded from  all  opportunity  of  inspecting  his 
coturse  of  business  and  deviation  from  punctualily. 
He  depended  for  his  advices  on  those  iriio  were 
smaetimes  interested  to  deceive  him,  and  when, 
in  the  event  of  ftilure,  he  came  to  look  aft«-  his 
debt,  he  found  every  shilling  taken  by  the  nearest 
creditors.  But,  on  thecootrary,  under  this  act,  tbe 
vigilance  and  attempts  at  security  of  tbe  most 
zauoos  and  best  informed  of  the  crraitors  mast  be 
exerted  for  the  bmefit  of  the  planter  and  farmer, 
in  common  with  their  own.  He  apftfc^iates  to 
his  own  use  the  advantages  of  their  agency,  with- 
out additional  expense  or  trouble.  A  favorite 
creditor  can  do  nothing  fairly  for  himself  which 
does  not  redound  to  tbe  benefit  of  all,  and  unfair 
proceedings  are  more  liable  to  detection  and  abro- 
gation by  remedies  growing  out  of  the  statute,  and 
pursued  by  the  united  efforts  of  all  the  creditors, 
than  by  the  solitary  zeal  of  a  single  person. 

Sir^  said  he,  these  are  some  of  the  general  and 
ptonmait  princii^ea  of  a  measure  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  the  Senate  by  the  most  urgent 
calls  of  htunaoity  and  justice,  by  the  wants  and 
sufferings  of  thousands  who  are  deprived,  by  the 
construction  given  to  the  Constitution  by  the  Sn- 

freme*  Court,  of  every  other  hope  and  resource, 
le  would  not  exhaust  the  patience  of  his  hearers 
by  even  touching  upon  the  details  of  tbe  bill,  for 
which,  if  it  was  sustained,  ample  opportunity 
would  be  afforded,  not  only  to  himsrlf,  but  friends 
who  would  do  them  more  justice.  He  relied  upon 
a  magnanimous  spirit  of  liberality,  to  extend  aid 
and  protection  to  every  class  of  people  without 
favor  or  partial  affection.  They  had  jnst  passed 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  public  debtMs— an  act  of 
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lUpreeedeBted  geDerosit^,  aod  passed  with  unex- 
ampl^lbannoay.  Reciprocity  ofiegislation,  among 
the  varioiLi  interests  of  the  country,  ought  not  to 
be  introduced  into  legislatiTe  bodies  as  the  sole 
motive  for  the  support  of  a  measure.  But  without 
reciprocal  candor  and  j^^x>d  will  among  the  repre- 
sentatires  of  those  varioDs  interests,  and  a  just  at- 
tention and  respect  to  mutual  circumstances  and 
Decessitieii,  while  every  thing  would  be  conceded 
to  a  predominating  interest,  all  other  and  minor 
claims  would  be  sacrificed. 

In  this  view,  it  was  the  duty  of  those  whose 
eonstitaenls  were  reliered  by  the  act  Just  passed 
for  the  cftM  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  to 
look  abroad  upon  the  exigenciea  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  The  one  had  expericaieed  the  parental 
kindness  of  Croremment,  in  anticipating  their  day 
of  trouble,  and  been  delirered  from  all  Tear  of  the 
fntuie,  while  the  last  are  groaning  undw  a  weight 
of  realized  and  long  continued  affliction,  with  a 
prospect  of  interminable  wretchedness,  without 
your  assistance.  It  was  impossible  to  remain  blind 
to  the  least  eril  consequences  of  a  rejection  of  the 
bill.  No  man  can  be  insensible  to  the  manifold 
mischiefs  which  follow  in  the  train  of  insolvency 
and  pauperism.  These  will  be  infinitely  multi- 
plied by  the  general  state  of  embarrassment  per- 
radin^  the  country,  and  indeed  their  natural  tend- 
ency is  to  multiply  themselves.  A  scene  will  be 
presented,  in  this  iree  country,  which  will  be  with- 
out parallel — Ihousands  of  sutves  for  life,  and  each 
with  a  number  of  masters;  and  these  slares  our 
brethren  and  fellow-citizeiU,  and  doomed  to  this 
condition  as  a  penalty  for  misfortune !  And,  if 
this  be  the  least,  what  will  be  the  greatest  eril 
arising  from  this  state  of  things  ?  What  may  be 
expected  when  their  numbers  shall  be  increased, 
and  thejr  seriously  commence  a  system  of  measures 
for  obtaining  that  relief,  by  their  active  efforts, 
which  is  denied  to  their  supplications?  What 
conld  be  more  appalling  and  inauspicious  to  men 
of  property,  and  to  Gtoveroment  itself,  than  to  see 
or^nized,  self-created  corporations  of  debtors, 
embodied  in  all  the  great  commercial  towns,  and 
formed  into  one  vast  combination,  to  influence 
elections !  What  state  of  things  more  dangerous 
than  an  universal  alliance  among  all  classes  of 
debtors,  public  and  private,  to  effectuate  their  own 
freedom,  through  the  instmmentality  of  pevsons 
chosen  into  Congress,  with  no  other  reeommenda- 
tioD !  How  should  you  be  pleased,  sir,  to  see  Uie 
great  commercial  Blates  represented  in  Senate 
by  ddeintes  from  an  established  order  of  insolvent 
debtors? 

He  wished  not  to  enlarge  upon  the  topic^  nor  to 
aajgn  reasons,  satisfactray  to  his  own  mind,  for 
bdievioff  that  these  hints  were  not  merely  vision- 
ary. He  earnestly  implored  gentlemen  not  to 
drive  these  persons  to  despair,  by  again  postponing 
their  petitions.  No  language  could  describe  the 
longing  expectations,  and  eager  hopes,  and  dis- 
treaung  fears,  of  the  vast  population  that  are 
awaiting  vour  decision.  Upon  it  depends  the 
fiite  of  nitners  and  of  families;  and  the  notice  of 
further  delay  will  overwhelm  them  with  swrows 
too  heaTjr  to  be  btxiie.  He  durefiire  tnuted  that 
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the  Senate  would  not  consent  longer  to  pcotmct 
this  state  of  disquietude^  which  it  was  so  easy  to 
relieve,  and  that  the  motion  to  postpone  woula  be 
rejected. 


TBUBBnAT,  February  8. 
The  PRBBinBNT  eommuuicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  exhibiting  the  names  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  the  sevenQ  offices  attached  to 
the  Department  of  War,  and  the  sums  paid  to 
each;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  RuGOLEB  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Chambers,  of  Ohio,  praying  to  be  allowed,  in  pay- 
ment for  any  public  land  ne  may  enter,  a  credit 
for  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  being  the 
first  payment  made  by  him  for  a  quarter  section 
of  land,  which  has  become  forfeited  to  the  United 
States ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  and  for  the  better  regulation 
of  certain  land  districts  in  the  States  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  readinf. 

Mr.  Parrott,  trom  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Vaughan,  reported  a  bill  to  reward  Lieu- 
tenant Gregory,  his  oflScers  and  companions;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  concerning  the  process  of  execution  is- 
suing from  the  sixth  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  district  of  Gkorgia,  was  read  the 
second  lime. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  made  reports  unfavorable  to  the  petitions 
of  James  Graham,  of  Joshua  Aubin,  and  of  Wil- 
liam Whitehead. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr:.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered  his  views 
at  large,  and  at  great  length,  in  support  of  the 
bill;  and 

Mr.  HoLMBS,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows : 

Mr.  President,  when  a  claim  is  urged  with  ability 
and  pereevoanee,  and  when,  moreover,  it  is  pre- 
sented in  the  name  of  humanity,  whoever  of^oaee 
it  speaks  with  rdnctanee,  and  is  heard  wUh  impa- 
tience. And  if  relianee  is  to  be  {daoed  on  the 
prophetic  suggestions  of  As  two  honoraUe  mem- 
bers from  Massachusetts,  there  may  be  some  dan- 
ger in  opposing  a  bankrupt  system.  According  to 
these  gentlemen,  such  is  the  power,  influence,  and 
combination  of  the  applicants  and  their  connex* 
ions,  that  unless  we  prudently  yield  all  they  ask 
they  will  conspire,  not  only  to  con^  yonr  elec- 
tions and  embarrass  your  Government,  but  even 
to  dissolve  the  Union. 

Sir,  it  has  more  than  once  been  my  misfortune 
to  be  obliged  to  oppose  the  wishes  ana  interests  of 
some  of  my  best  and  dearest  friends.  I  do  it  mth 
extreme r^ret.  But  I  have  estaUlshed  my  maxim: 
Let  a  man  deliberate  wdl,  settle  the  principle  with 
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lamself,  and  th«n  march  up  to  bis  duty,  and  if  he 
falls  a  Tictim  to  popular  excitemeot,  he  has  the 
coDsolation  that  he  falls  for  his  coantry. 

I  kaow  very  well  the  UDwiliiagness  of  gentle- 
men to  examine  a  bill  consisting  of  sixty-four  sec- 
tions and  fifty-three  folio  pages.  You  take  up  this  | 
volume  with  a  view  of  particulai  examination, ' 
and  every  member  is  chilled  to  his  &a^ti*  ends.  | 
The  aUe  and  eloquent  advocates  of  this  system 
pereeire  this,  and  very  adroitly  profit  by  it.  Find- 
ing that  sober  reason  has  no  relish  for  um  subject, ! 
they  appeal  to  the  passions,  and,  displaying  thdr  i 
tu-Uliaftt  parts,  so  dazzle  oar  eyes  that  we  can 
neither  seek  after  the  truth,nor  distinguish  it  when 
wc  hare  found  it.  The  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts  who  first  addressed  you,  (Mr.  Otis,) 
seems  determined  that  our  feeling  shall  get  the 
better  of  our  understandings.  Quitting  the  matter 
and  merits  he  leads  you  to  toe  prison,  and  "  through 
the  twilight  of  its  grated  door"  presents  you  a  cap- 
tive, "  half  wasted  away  with  long  expectation  and 
confinement,"  and  you  witness  ^'  the  sickness  of 
the  heart  which  arises  from  hope  deferred."  You 
see  him  "  pale  and  feverish ;  for  twenty  years  the 
western  breeze  has  not  once  fanned  his  blood;  he 
has  seen  no  sua  nor  moon  in  all  that  tiiDe,iior  has 
the  voice  of  friend,  of  kinsman,  breathed  through 
his  lattice."  He  is  seated  on  a  "  little  straw,  which 
is  alternately  his  chair  and  bed;  a  little  calendar 
of  small  stick.s  is  laid  by  his  side,  notched  all  over 
yrilh  the  dismal  days  and  nights  he  has  lingered 
^ere.  He  has  one  of  those  little  sticks  in  bis 
hand,  and  with  a  rusty  nail  is  etching  another  day 
of  misery  to  add  to  the  heap."  "As  you  darken 
the  little  light  he  has,  he  lins  up  a  hopeless  eye 
towards  the  door,  casts  it  down,  shakes  his  besid, 
and  ffora  on  with  his  work  of  affliction."  Your 
scnsihOity  is  roused,  and  breathless  you  wait  for 
the  proposed  relief.  The  orator  pauses ;  here,  he 
exclaims,  here,  pointing  to  the  bill,  is  the  remedy ! 
This  is  the  physician  who  can  bind  up  his  woonas, 
and  apidy  the  balm  of  comfort  to  his  aching  heut. 
Tbw  IS  the  apostle  of  liberty.  He  onlo^  the 
prisoa  door,  the  captive  comes  to  the  light.  You 
see  him  restored  to  his  family,  witness  the  ecstatic 
emhrte^  the  convulsive  sob,  the  agony  of  joy. 
In  a  moment,  and  as  rai>id  as  lightning,  the  sun  of 
prosperity  bursts  upon  him,  the  hounties  of  Provi- 
denee  are  pourcd  into  his  bosom,  he  is  surrounded 
with  ease  and  afflaeace,  wife,  children,  and  friends ! 
Who  can  descend  from  these  rcsions  of  fancy  to 
grope  and  grovel  through  fifty-three  fc^io  pages  of 
verbose  and  barbarons  statute  law? 

But,  sir,  as  much  reason  as  there  is  to  despair  of 
a  patient  examination  of  the  subject,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed, without  preamble  or  apology,  to  state  my 
objections  to  the  bill,  and  endeavor  to  maintain 
the  following  propositions : 

1.  To  renUate  the  relation  between  debtor  and 
creditor  is  the  peenliar  province  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment. 

2.  A  baaktnpt  system  is  opposed  to  the  genius 
of  our  Government  and  interests  of  the  people. 

3.  This  bill  is  particularly  objectionable,  as  its 
(femtioas  would  be  expensive,  unequal  and  un jost 

The  power  to  cstnbluh  uniform  laws  <m  the  anb- 


ject  of  bankruptcies  ia,  with  one  exception,  the 
only  municipal  power  granted  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  The  exterior  coooems  of  the 
United  States  and  the  relations  between  the  sev- 
eral States  were  very  properly  confided  to  Con- 
gress. The  local  interests  of  the  people  of  a  State, 
and  their  reUtions  with  each  other,  were  as  froj^ 
(7ly  resCTved  to  themselveB.  This  role  of  distiae- 
tion  ought  to  have  been  observed  without  excep- 
tion, and  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  people  at 
the  time  the  Constitution  was  framed,  is  the  only 
apology  for  granting  this  State  power  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  At  thai  time  public 
and  private  credit  wtn  low,  the  Government  was 
without  funds  or  credit,  and  private  coafidenee  was 
nrarly  destroyed.  The  best  funds  could  be  par- 
chased  at  a  discount  of  Mty  per  cent. 

To  restore  public  credit  Congress  may  levy  and 
collect  taxes;  to  restore  private  confioence  they 
may  rraralate  commerce.  Should  these'  means 
fail,  and  the  people  be  oppressed  with  debts  and 
unable  to  pay,  as  a  last  resort,  they  may  exercise 
this  municipal  power,  and  pass  uniform  laws  on 
the  subject  of  bankruptcies.  So  far  is  this  gr«ic 
of  power  from  making  it  imperative  on  CcMigresa 
to  exercise  it,  that  it  is  only  to  be  resorted  to  in  the 
extremest  necessity.  If  alt  the  powers  granted  to 
Congress  were  to  exclude  a  discretkm  on  the  pro- 
priety of  their  exercise,  we  must  then  have  coH' 
stant  direct  taxes  and  pupetiul  wars. 

I  had  been  tat^ht  to  believe  that  one  of  the 
gfreatest  excellencies  of  our  Government  coiwisted- 
in  the  adaptation  of  local  testation  to  the  peen- 
liar wants,  necessities,  and  interests  of  the  people. 
Congress  will  find  enough  to  do  in  regulating  the 
foreign  concerns  of  the  States,  and  in  passing  and 
executing  laws  for  this  purpcKe,  adapted  to  the  con- 
dition of  twenty-four,  and,  perhaps,  thirty  d^r- 
ent  soverei^ties.  All  these  local  authorities  have 
difiereot  manners,  habits,  and  institutions.  Their 
codes  of  laws  on  the  subject  of  contract  vary  as 
they  are  old  or  young,  commercial  or  agrieultoral, 
or  as  exigencies  may  require. 

Now,  while  the  powers  of  creating,  executing', 
and  discharging  contracts  bdong  to  the  severu 
States  so  long  as  the  parties  ranain  solvent,  it 
seems  absurd  to  suppose  th&t,  aftet  a  man  faSs,  hia. 
affiiirs  may  be  transferred  to,  and  be  nxulated  and 
disposed  of  by,  the  United  States,  with  any  proe- 
pect  of  a  correct  result. 

The  difierences  in  the  State  laws,  so  much 
complained  of,  are  far  from  being  a  blemish  in 
oar  institutions.  Every  State  understands  its  in- 
terest, and  will  take  care  that  its  laws  shall  be  cal- 
culated to  promote  it.  To  invite  an  efficient  pop- 
ulation ;  to  encourage  an  influx  of  active  capital, 
and  to  rival  a  neighboaring  State,  will  be  the  ob- 
jects  of  the  local  legislatures.  The  diflerences, 
therefore,  in  the  institutions  of  States,  are  a  con- 
stant source  of  instruction  and  competition.  Tte 
citizen  of  one  State,  in  pving  credit  to  one  of  aa- 
other,  very  well  understands  that  he  most  aifim 
his  demand  acccurding  to  the  laws  of  the  State 
where  his  debtor  lives,  Thoe,  die  lawa^  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  will  be  wiae,  and  notao  much  cakn- 
lated  to  tempt  nmaway  debtors,  ^ways  a  Bvisaaee, 
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as  to  invite  cnditon  and  cnutalists,  whose  weblth 
and  enovies  will  promote  toe  interest  of  the  State. 

The  diSerence,  too,  as  to  the  freqaency  and  mag- 
nitude of  fratidfl,  and  Uie  kind  and  degree  of  pun- 
i^ment  arising  out  of  the  manners,  habits,  and 
eiBplojrmeBts  «  ike  peoide,  would  prevent  the  op- 
eration of  any  general  law,  but  with  partiality  and 
injustice. 

Tbia  system  is  oraed  because  the  States  have 
attempted  and  failed.  And  how  docs  this  reason 
beariq|oa  the  subject?  If  the  States  have  tried 
aAd  fiwedf  what  beller  prospect  of  success  have 
yoaf  Yoa  have  learaed  nothing  froni  eiperir 
eabe.  The  8t^  of  PemuylTania  had  a  faank- 
ropt  system  so  lon^  ago  as  1785.  That  State  is 
distinsiaished  for  its  cirilians  and  statesmen.  It 
is  the  land  of  Peon  and  Franklin.  The  people  are 
proverbial  for  their  siinplicity  and  vnTamished 
morality.  And,  yet,  with  aO  these  talents  and 
virtues,  and  this  experience,  they  have  totally 
failed  to  derise  any  practicable  way  to  dischai^e 
a  debtor  on  ddirering  up  his  effects.  New  York 
has  been  equally  unfortubate ;  a  State  great,  com- 
merciaL  enterprising,  and  ambitious;  a  Slate 
which  has  furni^ed  men  who  would  have  honored 
Rome  in  her  proudest  days.  But  even  New  York, 
with  all  these  "  atmliances  and  means  to  boot," 
has  fiu^d,  totally  failed,  in  a  bankrupt  system. 
GonneetitQt,  too,  which  claims  more  morality  and 
relif^on  thait  afiy  oAeSr  people  ever  did  <^  wilt' 
possess,  basmM  With  no  better  success;  and  other 
States  equally  reap^stalfe,  have  been  equally  un- 
fordnu^.  xet,  in  other  branches  of  jtuispru- 
denc^  th^  are  all  pre-eminent.  Political  and 
civil  rights  are  well  defined^  fraud  and  oppression 
prevented,  and  crimes  punished.  The  judiciary 
of  some  of  them  would  not  suffer  by  a  comparison 
with  that  of  the  United  States  or  any  other  coun- 
try. Aiod,  yet,  a  law  to  divide  an  insolvent's  ef- 
fects and  discharge  bim  from  his  debts,  can  be  no 
where  equitably  enforced.  Sir,  the  reason  is  in 
the  svBtem  itsdt.  You  increase  the  temptation  to 
fraud,  and  attempt  to  prevent  it  by  \tn/ts  cruel  in 
thdr  character,  uneqbal  in  their  operation,  and 
ifiieertaitt  in  their  ap^cation.  Itsarorsof  vanitf 
to  expect  iiadf  after  so  many  unsuccessful  attempts 
bjr  tbt  local  authorities,  with  power  to  adapt  their 
laws  to  thdr  condition,  we  coidd  invent  a  systOn 
that  would  remove  all  former  obstacles,  and  equit- 
aUy  appty  (o  so  many  diflerent  interests.  Have 
yaa  been,  hitherto,  very  successful  in  enforcing 
laws  against  strong  temptatton  t  Let  experience, 
during  the  nuiHUtercourse,  and  embargo,  and  war, 
answer  the  question. 

This  pant  of  power  to  the  United  States  is  not 
eidasive.  No  federal  power  is  exclusive,  unless 
by  expressmn  or  neeemary  implication.  This 
^npX  IS  not  enressly  prohibited  to  the  Stat^  uor 
IS  it  jwohibited  by  necessary  implicadon.  Where 
Coogress  has  power  to  pass  uniform  laws,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  they  can  control  the  State 
laws  on  tbe  same  subject.  They  can  make  uni- 
Ibrm  rules  of  natnrahzation,  a  uniform  standard 
of  weights  and  meastires,  and  unifnm  laws  on  the 
aolgect  of  fauknuiteies.  The  rules,  standard,  and 
Inrs,  when  eatawBAed,  will  contool  or  modify 
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every  State  law  that  stands  iu  the  way  of  their 
uniformity.  But,  until  Congress  shall  have  legis- 
lated on  the  subject,  these  powers  remain  dormant 
and  inoperative,  and  tbe  States  can  exercise  them. 
They  can  neither  be  said  to  be  exclusive  nor  con- 
current, but  alternate.  When  those  of  the  United 
States  are  exercised,  those  of  the  States  must  be' 
suspended ;  and,  when  the  former  are  suspended, 
the  latter  revive.  This  was  yielded  by  tbe  court 
in  the  cdebrated  case  of  Stnrgis  and  Crownin- 
sbield  J  and,  although  I  am  not  disposed  to  give 
im^icit  confidence  to  those  decisions  of  the  court 
which  settle  the  limits  of  federal  powers,  yet,  as 
this  is  an  adiuistion  against  the  extension  or  those 
powers,  I  would  regard  it  as  the  testimony  of  a 
witness  who  swears  against  his  interest. 

In  the  case  to  which  I  have  jost  alluded,  the 
court  decide  that  a  State  insolvent  law,  which  dU- 
cbarges  a  debtor  from  a  debt  existing  at  tbe  time 
the  law  was  passed  is  void,  as  being  repugnant 
to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  oi  the  United 
States  which  prohibits  a  State  from  passing  any 
law  "impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts.''  Al- 
though I  do  not  consider  myself,  as  a  legislator, 
bound  by  Judicial  exposition  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  StateSj  and  am  by  no  means  satis- 
fied that  this  prohibition  opon  a  State  was  ever 
intended  to  extend  to  insolvent  laws,  still,  as  it  is 
not  necessary  to  my  purpose,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
contest  the  doctrine.  A  State  law  then,  dischaig- 
ing  a  debtor  from  an  existing  contract,  is  uncon- 
stitutional. This  decision  creates  little  or  no  ne- 
cessity for  us  to  legislate  ou  the  subject.  Those 
States  which  have  found  it  for  their  interest,  have 
long  since  enacied  such  laws.  In  some  of  thedk 
these  have  existed  thirty,  and  in  none  less  than' 
twelve  or  fifteen  years.  There  are  few  contracts, 
existing  at  the  time  of  their  passage,  which  could 
now  be  enforced  against  their  statutes  of  limi- 
tations. 

The  States  which  have  made  no  provision  for 
a  debtor^s  discharge,  have  deemed  it  inexpedient, 
and,  consequently,  have  no  wish  that  you  shoula 
exercise  a  power  which,  until  very  lately,  they 
had  no  doubt  they  posessed,  and  which  they 
would  have  exercised  had  the  interest  of  their  peo- 
I^e  required  it. 

But,  if  a  State  law  discharging  a  debtor  from- 
an  existing  debt,  ia  void,  for  the  single  reason  that 
it  impairs  the  obligation  of  a  contract,  what  right 
have  you  to  pass  such  a  law  1  Have  you  a  power 
given  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
pass  a  law  so  odious  and  tyraimical  f  Will  it  be 
said  that,  because  a  State  is  expressly  prohibited, 
and  the  United  States  are  not,  this  power  is  conse- 
quently granted  ?  I  have  not  yet  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  every  thing  not  prohibited  in  tbe  Con- 
stituiionisgranted.  TbeconverseoftbepropositiaQ 
is  true,  that  whatever  is  not  expressly  rruited,  is 
prohilttted.  Do  you  suppose,  sir,  that,liad  then 
Deen  no  prohibition,  Congress  could  havejpassied 
a  bill  of  attainder  or  exfoat  facto  law?  Or,  be- 
cause these  are  prohiMted,  and  the  profaibitioii  to 
impair  tbe  oUigadon  of  contracts  omitted,  thai 
CoDgiess  now  possesses  this  power?  If  so,  we 
might  ihake  a  grant  of  land  to-day  to  A,  and  to- 
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morrow  rescind  it.  and  grant  (o  B,  aod  on  through 
the  alphabet,  so  long  as  we  could  find  any  one 
foolish  enough  to  buy. 

If  the  power  is  expressly  granted,  it  is  in  the 
clause  which  authorizes  us  to  pass  nnirorm  laws 
on  the  subject  of  tuokruptcies.  This  power  is, 
like  every  other  to  pass  laws,  prospective,  but  not 
to  operate  on  acts  already  done.  Congress  can 
define  and  punish  piracies,  regulate  commerce, 
and  punish  counterfeits;  but  the  laws  for  these 
and  all  other  purposes  must  be  prospective.  We 
have  power  to  establish  a  system  of  bankruptcy 
which  shall  operate  to  discharge  future  contracts, 
but  never  to  violate  the  faith  of  those  existing  at 
the  times  it  was  made.  It  is  not  essential,  or  in- 
cidental, to  the  exercise  of  this  power  more  than 
any  other,  that  it  should  be  retrospective ;  and,  as 
that  to  impair  or  violate  existing  contracts,  is 
odious  and  tyrannical,  it  cannot  be  exercised  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  It  is  then 
manifest  that  you  have  no  more  power  than  a 
State  to  pass  a  retrospective  bankrupt  law. 

The  right  of  a  State  to  ya.ss  a  prospective  bank- 
rupt law  has  been  nowhere  exclusively  surren- 
dered. Here  I  am  aware  that  I  shall  be  met  bv 
another  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  wbicti 
^oes  to  clip  the  wings  of  States  even  in  this  par- 
ticular, and  to  establish  a  principle  which  disrobes 
them  of  almost  their  last  attribute  of  sovereignty. 
In  the  case  of  McMillan  rs.  McNeil,  from  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  in  a  very  defective  and  clumsy 
report,  the  court  are  made  to  say,  that,  whether  the 
contract  existed  at  the  time  the  law  was  enacted, 
or  not,  it  made  no  difference.  There  mu5t  have 
been  some  mistake,  for  I  deem  it  impossible  that 
the  court  could  ever  have  gone  this  length.  But, 
whether  they  made  this  decision  or  not,  it  is  one 
to  which  I  wilt  never  sut»cribe,  or  make  the  basis 
of  legislation,  and  against  which  I  will  forever 
most  solemnly  protest. 

If  this  decision  is  to  prevail,  it  indeed  becomes 
Congress,  and  especially  this  Senate,  the  guar- 
dians of  State  rights,  to  look  about  them,  gather 
up  the  fragments,  and  see  if  those  that  remain 
are  worth  preservmg. 

The  grand  objects  of  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tntion  were  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  estab- 

*  lish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide 

*  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general 

*  wdfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liwrty  to 
'  ounelves  and  our  posterity."  To  carry  into  ef- 
fect these  benevolent  and  {ntriotic  purposes,  they 
e^blished  the  Federal  Consiitutton,  granting  cer- 
tain defined  and  specified  powers ;  and,  lest  the 
States,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  should  inter- 
pose to  prevent  the  accomdisfament  of  these  pur- 
poses, certain  restrabts  ana  prohibitions  were  im- 
posed on  them.  That  «  a  more  perfect  union," 
may  be  formed,  the  States  were  pronibited  to  enter 
into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederacy."  That 


law  iminiring  the  dUigation  cf  eontraeti;*'  all  of 
which  are  retrospective,  and  therefore  udjorl 

Sir,  what  is  the  obligation  of  a  contract?  It  is 
the  law  itsdf,  in  existence  at  the  time  the  ccmtmet 
made,  and  forms  the  basis  of  the  contract 
Without  a  law  a  contract  could  have  no  obliga- 
tion. It  is  the  tie  which  binds  the  parties;,  the 
power  of  enforcing  a  contract,  which  is  its  obliga- 
tion. There  may  oe  contracts  without  obligation, 
that  is,  without  a  law  to  enforce  them.  It  is  pre- 
posterous and  absurd  to  speak  of  a  present  oUiga- 
tion  of  a  future  contract  You  may  as  well  speak 
of  a  quality  without  supposing  a  substance.  You 
may  as  well  imagine  tne  roundness  of  a  ball,  the 
smoothness  of  a  surface,  or  the  beauty  of  a  wo- 
man, without  the  existence  of  thoie  objects,  as  an 
obligation  without  a  contract 

Tliere  can  be  no  obligation  until  the  contract  is 
made,  and  then  the  existinff  law  becomet  its  obli- 
gation, its  basis,  and  the  nUt  by  which  it  is  to  be 
enforced  and  discharged.  Take  the  clause  in  eoar 
nexion,  and  its  object  admits  of  no  doubt.   It  wai 
to  prevent  retrospective  laws.   You  shall  "  |mi8s 
no  law  of  attainder."   This  is  a  l^cislatiTC  con- 
viction and  judgment,  and  thereby  retrospective. 
Nor  any  "  ex  fM$t  facto  law."   This  makes  that 
act  criminal  which  was  innocent  when  done,  or 
increases  its  criminality.   It  is,  therefore,  retro- 
spective.  Nor  a  "  law  impairing  theoUigation 
a  contract."   This  makes  that  contract  bad  which 
was  good  at  its  creation,  and  is  therefore  retro- 
spective.  But  break  down  this  line  of  distinction, 
aod  where  will  this  prohibition  end?   It  is  essen- 
tial to  every  well-regulated  communitr  that  it 
should  have  power  to  control  parties  in  tne  fbima- 
tion  and  execution  of  their  tmntracts.   To  deny- 
to  aome  an  obligation  or  law  to  enforce  their  eon- 
tracts  is  essential  to  the  moraJs  of  the  Btete ;  to 
prescribe  to  others  the  rule  by  which  they  are  to 
ne  created  is  essential  to  its  commerce;  and  to  de- 
fine the  terms  and  condition  of  their  disebaige  is 
no  less  important  to  prevent  injustice  and  oppres- 
sion.  A  law  makioK  gambling,  wagering,  or  oso- 
rious  contracts,  void,  would,  so  far  as  it  should 
operate  upon  existing  contracts,  legally  created, 
be  repugnant  to  this  clause  in  the  Constitution. 
But  no  one,  I  presume,  has  yet  pretended  that  snch 
a  law  might  not  operate  on  all  contracts  thereafter 
made.   A  law  which  makes  certain  contracts 
voidable,  by  a  less  or  difierent  consideration  from 
that  agreed  on,  or  on  a  contingency  not  stipulated, 
if  retrospective,  would  bs  void,  but  not  otherwise. 
That  a  State  can  prescribe  that,  if  it  is  agreed  to 
pay  above  a  certain  interest,  the  party  promiriBg 
may  discharge  himself  by  paying  a  lesser  sum, 
has  hitherto,  I  bdieve,  admitted  of  no  doubt  The 
same  may  be  said  of  those  laws  which  extend  an 
equity  of  redemption,  or  relieve  from  the  penalty 
of  a  bond. 

Theidain  reason  of  the  distinction  is  this:  The 
law  existing  at  the  time  the  contract  is  made  is 
the  known  rule  which  is  to  govern  its  discharge. 
Why,  then,  I  a^  if  an  insolvent  law  exists  at  the 


the  "  peace,  vrelfare,  or  defence"  of  the  Union  may 

not  be  impaired,  they  could  not  *' declare  war ;    ,  

nor  do  acts  leading  to,  or  provoking  it.   That  I  time  the  contract  is  made,  by  which  the  parties 
justice"  should  be  "  established,"  they  are  to!  understand  that,  in  case  of  insolvency,  and  a  dia- 
"  pass  no  UU  of  attainder,  «r  jpoit /Mo  law,  nor  >  dosnre,  and  dividend,  the  contract  u  to  be  di*- 
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chafed,  is  it  not  a  perfectly  fair  transactioD,  aod 
completely  within  tne  scope  of  ordinary  l^isla- 
tionl  if  this  prohibition  extends  to  this  case,  it 
must  nnqnestionably  extend  to  that  of  usury,  and 
all  the  others  which  I  have  mentioned.  This  ex- 
tension of  this  prohibition  is  unwarrantable  and 
alarmin?.  It  is  usurping  the  powers  of  the  States, 
and  roooiog  them  of  nearly  their  last  vestige  of 
aoverei^ty.  And,  sir,  allow  me  to  say,  that  the 
pretension  is  novel  and  unprecedented.  In  a  case 
decided  uot  long  after  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
end  Cknstimtion,  the  distinction  for  which  I  eon- 
tend  is  desrly  lecognised.  Jndge  Wilson,  who 
wu  one  frf"  the  C<mvention,  regrets  that  this  ]vo- 
hibition  did  not  **  extend  to  all  retrospective  lavro," 
admitting  that  it  was  limited  exclusively  to  such. 
The  expression  was  probably  borrowed  from  the 
celebrated  ordinance  of  1787,  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  prohibition  there  is  against  an  int^fer- 
ence  wiut  contracts,  dtc.,  "previously  formed." 
Sir,  the  expression  itself,  the  reason,  the  prece- 
dents, and  the  policy,  are  all  against  the  construc- 
tion of  the  court. 

I  koow  it  is  the  fashionable  doctrine,  that  the 
court  are  exclusive  expositors  of  the  Constitution, 
and  that,  by  our  oath,  to  support  it,  we  swallow 
every  exnosttion,  however  aosurd.  But  I  never 
did,  and  1  never  will,  swear  to  support  a  glaring 
absiudity,  nor  daofferous  usurpation.  Est  honiJU' 
dieiM  oi^ions  ynrisSicMinHfli,  is  a  maxim  very  well 
ondenlood  by  jud§;es.  With  this  maxim,  the  ri|rht 
<tfettlitsive  exposition,  and  this  broad  construction 
of  Nvhibitions  upon  States,  judges  of  less  integrity 
and  more  ambition  might,  at  some  future  period, 
trample  on  the  States^  and  annihilate  their  sover- 
eignty. Lookat  the  constant  encroachments  of  the 
Federal  on  the  State  Governments,  the  executive, 
l^islative,  and  judicial  pretensions,  and,  I  ask,  how 
long,  at  this  rate,  will  your  local  authorities  have 
an  existence  t  Sir,  such  is  the  progress  of  power ; 
it  is  like  oar  progress  in  vice,  and  we  do  that  at 
last,  with  firmness  of  nerve,  from  which  we  should 
shrink  with  horror  at  the  commencement  of  our 
comae.  The  advance  of  power  is  not  only  onward 
but  vpward,  "  With  an  eye  that  never  winks,  and 
a  wing  that  never  tires."  it  soars  above.  Casting 
all  hnman  ruhta  bnet  tn  its  feet,its  course  is  among 
the  stars.  Nor  is  it  satisfied  until  it  can  scale 
licaTeD,and  seize  upon  the  throne  of  Almighty 
God.  Let  Uie  gentlnnan  from  Virginia,  who  sits 
by  me,  the  peculiar  guardian  of  State  rights^  now 
invoke  them.  It  must  be  like  the  invocation  of 
departed  spirits.  He  ma /call  them  from  the  vasty 
deep,  but  they  wont  come.  He  may  speak  of  them, 
anaspeakto  them,  but  it  must  be,  not  of  something 
that  is,  but  of  something  that  vas:  "Like  the 
memory  of  joys  that  are  past,  pleasant  and  painful 
to  the  tout."  Like  the  recollection  of  some  dear 
departed  friend  who  visits  you  in  visions,  and  em- 
braces you  in  dreams.  You  awake — the  vision  is 
gone;  the  endearing  phantom  is  escaped  from 
yoor  arms. 

But,  I  beg  pardon,  my  province  is  to  reason,  not 
to  declaim.  I  trust  I  have  proved,  as  I  intended, 
that  a  State  has  still  a  power  to  pass  a  prospective 
bankrapt  laW|  and  yon  nave  no  more. 
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But,  suppose  the  power  to  be  exclusive  and  un- 
limited in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  I  still 
maintain  that  its  exercise  is  inexpedient,  and  will 
be  pernicious.  The  individual  distress  which  gen- 
tlemen so  feelingly  describe  is  unquestionably  mag- 
nified. I  wish  they  could  all  be  presented  here, 
and  each  individual  case  could  be  scrutinized  ano 
exposed.  1  would  first  select  all  who  were  fraud- 
entlv  secreting  their  property  to  be  used  after  their 
discharge,  and  arrange  them  by  themselves.  As 
another  class,  I  would  then  take  the  smugglers 
and  swindles,  who,  in  attempting  to  defraud  the 
Qovemment  or  individuals,  had  iailed  of  success. 
The  next  class  should  be  composed  of  spendthrifta 
and  prodigals,  who  had  long  been  knowingly  wast- 
ing money,  not  their  own,  but  which  had  been 
intrusted  to  their  use,  by  the  confidence  and  char- 
ity of  friends.  And,  last,  but  not  least,  all  ^ose 
wno,  too  indolent,  and  too  proud,  or  too  impatient 
to  seek  a  living  by  honest  industry,  had  undertake 
a  business  which  they  did  not  understand,  and  had 
experienced  the  fate  which  tuually  awaits  every 
unskilful  pretender.  Then,  from  the  prudent,  skil- 
ful, honest,  and  unfortunate  trader,  deduct  all  those 
whose  creditors  are  disposed  to  grant  them  relief, 
and  I  ask,  will  not  your  army  of  insolvents  be 
much  diminished  ?  But,  would  you  not  pardon 
the  vicious  and  imprudent,  and  relieve  them  ?  Yes, 
could  I  do  this  without  eacouiaging  them  to  vise 
and  extravagance  again,  and  tempting  others,  by 
witnessing  their  success,  to  imitate  their  example. 
I  scarcely  know  on  what  ground  to  meet  the  hon- 
orable gentleman.  At  one  time,  it  is  compassion 
for  the  debtor  that  absorbs  alt  other  considerations; 
at  another,  the  system  is  a  punishment  upon  the 
debtor,  and  is  demanded  only  by  the  creditor.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Van 
Dyke)  has  probably  taken  the  only  fair  and  ra- 
tional grouod ;  that  it  is  intended  for  the  relief  and 
benefit  of  both.  Assuming  this  as  his  basis,  it 
must  follow,  that  a  bankrupt  system  is  to  increase 
the  confidence  and  security  of  the  creditor.  When 
his  money  is  loaned,  he  is  better  satisfied  to  be  sure 
of  a  part,  under  this  art,  than  to  rusk  the  whole 
under  the  existing  laws.  The  lender  is  safer,  and 
will  be  encouraged  to  lend.  If  the  borrower  failfi 
he  is  sure  to  be  discharged  from  his  debt :  and,  if 
he  succeeds,  he  may  make  bis  fortune.  He,  then, 
will  be  encouraged  to  borrow.  The  facility  of 
credit,  then,  is  doubly  increased.  It  then  resolves 
itself  into  a  question  of  national  policy ;  is  it  ex- 
pedientor  prudent,  at  this  time,  to  encourage  pe<^ 
in  running  in  debt? 

There  is  scarcely  a  country  in  the  world  where 
enterprise  is  so  much  encouraged.  With  a  Gov- 
ernment imposing  no  restraints,  and  a  population 
intelligent,  enterprising,  and  avaricious,  the  spirit 
of  speculation  has  become  general  and  extrava- 
gant. There  is  probably  not  a  nation  on  earth 
whose  trade,  in  proportion  to  its  wealth  and  popu- 
lation, exceeds  that  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
double  that  of  Great  Britain,  treUe  that  of  Hd> 
land,  and  six  times  that  of  France.  In  thew 
times  of  de^cssion  even,  our  annual  exports  are 
greater  than  were  thoae  of  Great  Britain  the  years 
unmediatdy  succeeding  the  American  Revdn- 
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Cion.  There  seems  to  be  in  man  an  irresistible 
IM'Dpeosity  to  speculation.  The  aversion  to  labor, 
Its  slow  returnii,  ararice,  and  the  fascinations  of 
chance,  all  conspire  to  lure  us  into  its  vortex.  Id 
this  country  are  superadded  the  facilities  of  free- 
dom, the  prospect  of  success,  and  the  ardor  of  a 
bold,  daring,  and  restless  tiopalatwD.  Add,  fur- 
ther, the  ultimate  safety  irluch  a  tnnkrupt  system 
afifords,  and  you  are  at  once  overwhelmed  with 
extraragance  and  prodigality. 

The  arch  usurer  is  alt  this  while  cherishing  this 
spirit,  spreading  his  snare,  and  exhibiting  the  bait 
to  lure  the  ardent  and  unsuspeeting  youth  within 
his  gripe.  A  victim  to  these  temptations,  the  son 
of  an  nonest  farmer,  bred  to  the  plough,  sets  out 
with  a  fictitious  capital,  without  skill  and  without 
experience.  Prorided  he  can  trade,  he  thinks  lit- 
tle of  his  pay.  The  allurements  of  long  credit, 
cheap  goods,  and  a  new  trader,  soon  exhaust  his 
store.  His  debtors,  when  too  late,  have  found  the 
truth  of  the  maxim,  that  if  a  man  is  tempted  to 
.  buy  what  he  don't  want,  be  may  soon  want  what 
•he  can't  buy.  His  day  of  remittance  has  arrived ; 
his  goods  are  all  ont  on  credit;  he  becomes  bank- 
rupt. He  is  subjected  to  the  order  of  the  commis- 
sioners; the  farce  is  played,  and  the  gentleman 
bankrupt  is  discharged  of  all  his  debts,  and  ready 
to  impose  on  some  other  people  in  some  other  Til- 
lage. Bat  what  is  the  fate  of  his  debtors?  Thou- 
sands of  petty  demands  must  be  transferred  to  the 
lawyers,  and  etah  of  them  pn»ecuted  in  the  Fed- 
eral courts.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  district  or  circuit 
courts,  which  alone  can  have  jurisdiction  under 
this  act ;  and  a  debtor  to  the  amount  of  five  dol- 
lars may  be  summoned  or  attached  to  appear  at 
the  distance  of  two  or  three  hundred  mues,  and 
eventually  be  compelled  to  take  up  his  residence 
in  a  loatluome  prison,  while  the  gentleman  bank- 
rupt trader  is  at  his  liberty  and  hts  ease. 

This  is  not  all.  This  forced,  unnatural  state  of 
things  awakes  the  cupidity  of  the  prudent,  quick^ 
sighted,  and  avaricious,  and,  from  the  avails  of 
these  wrecks  of  extravagance  and  folly,  immense 
fortunes  will  be  accumulated.  The  economy  of 
consumption  will  be  impaired,  and  productive 
labor  diminished,  and  in  both  ways  wi  11  the  rev- 
enues of  the  country  be  reduced.  The  few  will  be 
rich,  and  the  many  poor ;  wealth  will  accumulate, 
and  population  deteriorate  And  here  the  econo- 
mist and  poet  agree  that — 

"III  fiiTM  (he  Imndt  to  bwtening  ills  a  pray, 
W_h«r«  wealth  accumulates,  and  nira  decay ; 
Princes  and  Lords  nay  flouriab  and  ma;  fade ; 
A  breath  can  make  them,  as  a  breath  has  mada  i 
But  ft  bold  yeomanry,  their  conatry*a  piida, 
If  once  drstroyed,  can  never  be  supplied.** 

This  bill,  sir,  will  provoke  enterprise,  even  to 
madness.  A  young,  bold,  adventurous  American 
wants  nothinj^  to  mge,  but  much  to  restrain  him. 
He  laonehes  loto  the  ocean  of  Ufe;  reason  should 
be  his  helm,  and  expenenee  Jiis  compass.  His  pas- 
sions are  his  sails,  good  or  bad  fortune,  prosperous 
or  adverse  winds ;  and  the  wiles  and  delusions  of 
an  artful  and  treacherous  world,  are  the  rocks, 
shoali,  and  qoiekiandsi  which  lie  etmoealed  at  the 
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bottom.  By  this  act  you  urge  him  into  unknown 
regions,  amid  dangerous  seas  and  tempestuous 
skies ;  you  give  him  a  life  boat  by  which  he  can 
ptesexve  himself ;  but  you  expose  his  ownaa  to 
ruin,  and  his  crew  to  destruction. 

Is  this  ain  Would  to  Heaven  it  were.  But 
dangers  and  difficoltics  increase  as  we  proceed. 
Our  way  seems  to  lead  through  a  dinnal  and 
dreary  desert,  where  there  is  nothing  to  enlirett, 
cheer,  or  exhilarate ;  where  every  step  we  take  is 
attended  with  peril  and  disaster. 

Sir,  the  Constitution  is  a  charter  of  limited  pow- 
ers. Congress  can  do  little,  but  by  iadiriduu  ex- 
ample, to  improve  the  morals  or  religion  the 
community.  Our  business  is  to  regulate  the  con- 
dition and  instruct  the  understandmg,  but  not  to 
improve  the  heart.  As  we  can  do  litue  to  incnl- 
cate  virtue,  let  us  take  care  to  do  nothing  to  en- 
courage vice.  Is  it  not  enough  that  you  tempt 
man  to  become  the  sport  of  capricious  fortune? 
Is  it  not  enough  that  you  delude  nim  to  rank  spec- 
ulation, which  b^;gars  him  and  his  family  7  But 
will  you  superadd  an  irresistible  inducement  to 
peijnryand  fraud?  "Lead  us  not  into  t«capta- 
tion,"  is  an  invoeation  prescribed  by  one  who  well 
knew  the  frail^  and  depravity  of  the  human 
heart.  And  lie  mbstrated  the  neccasirf  of  this  in* 
vocation,  by  showim;  that  one  of  his  lavorUe  dis- 
ciples, in  the  face  of  a  solemn  admonition,  and  in 
spite  of  the  most  endearing  attachment^  in  an 
hour,  too,  when  his  love  seemed  to  he  most  needed, 
could  deny  his  lord  and  master  with  an  oath  1  We 
need  not  the  aid  of  inspiration  to  perceive  that 
man  is  inclined  to  evil  as  the  s^rks  are  to  ascend, 
and  that  the  hearts  of  very  many  are  "deceitful 
above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked;"  every 
day's  experience  proves  the  melancholy  truth.  Few 
of  the  best,  perhaps,  are  proof  against  strong  temp- 
tation. We  have  all  a  weak  side — a  favorite  pro- 
pensity. Some  love  of  wealth,  power,  or  fame,  or 
some  other  love,  interposes  to  detach  us  from  dutv, 
and  operates  as  a  Syren  to  lure  us  upon  theScylla 
and  theCharybdia  while  we  nari^te  the  danger- 
ous channd  of  honan  life.  The  idol  of  the  mer- 
chant is  hia  love  oi  speenlatiou.  This  is  «o  irre- 
Btstible  that  even  disaster  and  ruin  will  not  ahat& 
bnt  rather  increase  it.  And  does  not  your  bill  add 
to  the  temptation?  If  it  does  not,  I  admit  freely 
that  these  remarks  are  iaappticaUe.  Tak^  then, 
two  men.  equally  instdvent,  equally  moral,  and  hmv- 
ing  equal  means  to  conceal  property  from  the  eye 
of  the  creditor.  One  is  subject  to  the  existing  laivs, 
and  the  other  to  your  bankrupt  law ;  and  which 
iias  the  stroi^^est  temptation?  The  concealment 
of  the  first  must  be  perpetual.  He  must  be  always 
upon  his  guard ;  he  constantly  imagines  that  he 
is  suspect^  or  betraynl ;  his  trustee  or  confidant 
may  become  false,  or  death  may  throw  the  depose 
into  other  hands ;  and,  Ust  of  all,  the  proper^r  can 
never  increase,  but  must  constantly  diininish,aad 
he  is  forever  debarred  from  indulging  in  his  favflay 
ite  employment.  The  other  is  subjected  to  a-se- 
verer  ordeal;  but  the  trial  is  short  In  a  few 
weeks,  pnhaps,  he  is  discharged ;  the  CMiceided 
treasure  comes  to  the  tight ;  he  proceeds  with  an 
effective  c^itaL    No  one  knowa  tnm  whence  it 
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came,  and  no  (me  has  a  right  to  injure.  Sir,  the 
difference  is  beyond  comparisoa. 

And  will  you  tempt  men  to  fraud,  and  then  re- 
strain than  by  sanguinary  laws  1  Your  attempt 
will  be  worse  than  fruitless.  The  difficulty  of  de- 
tection and  diBcrinunation,  the  disproportion  be- 
cveoi  the  crime  .and  Uie  puiuahment,  opt  abhor- 
rence (tf  cmelty,  and  our  coaritjr  and  annpauion, 
will  all  comlMiie,  and  form  an  insiqwcaUe  barrier 
to  eonriction.  But  your  law  will  have  another 
and  most  deletarious  e&ct  i^n  the  commanity. 
A  Uw  so  otmoxious  and  unequal  will  become  un- 

Eipular,and  impair  yoitr  attaehment  to  all  vour 
ws.  While  ottier  nations  are  bowing  in  aaora- 
tion  to  a  man  or  a  family,  it  is  our  glory  that  our 
idol  is  oar  Constitation  and  laws.  Weaken  this 
affection,  and  it  will  take  a  dilftfent  direction,  and 
attach  to  some  other  object  dangerous  to  your  lib- 
erties. And,  sir,  there  is  anoUia'  principle  which 
ou^t  to  be  remembered,  that  if  a  law  is  too  san- 
gumary  for  the  genius  of  your  Government  or 
habits  of  your  people,  you  must  either  abandon 
your  law  or  change  your  GoTrmmeat  and  habits, 
to  make  than  coo  Conn. 

Bat  I  would  not  obtrude  myjeatimenis  upon 
this  Seoiue,  on  this  or  any  other  ndgec^  were  I 
not  aii^mrted,  much  lest  were  I  etmbadieted,  by 
cxperieDce.  Szperience  is  our  best  instractorj  and 
without  it  the  cateulations  and  predictions  of  the 
wiaest  statesman  &il.  Our  inclination  to  imitate 
18  ao  strong  that,  finding  other  nations  bare  bank- 
rapt  laws,  we,  without  considering  the  difieteooes 
ID  the  necessity  and  powo*  of  enforcing  them,  con- 
clude ibey  are  also  expedient  for  us.  If  minor- 
able  gentumen  would  adduce  England  or  France 
in  proof  of  their  expediency,  they  must  compare 
those  nations  with  ours  at  the  time  their  bankrupt 
systoas  were  inTented  and  built  up.  From  1643, 
the  time  of  the  statute  of  Hearr  8lh,  to  1571,  when 
that  of  Eliza,  justly  considered  the  foundation  of 
tbe  British  system,  was  passed,  what  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  commerce  of  England  ?  It  was  lile- 
n&f  in  its  in&ncy,  and  carried  on  prineipaUy  in 
Iweun  ships,  navigated  by  foreignen. 

T£e  peaaagetolndiaby  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  the  diacomy  of  the  rich  mioes  of  America, 
bmd  giren  cmnmerce  a  new  impetus  and  new  chan- 
■ab.  The  Dnteh  fvohibited  a  second  band  India 
trade  with  the  Porti^oese,  had  ptu^ued  it  to  its 
•owee,  and  wrestf d  jit,  in  a  measurej^  from  these 
mpDO|Mdizecs,  and  had  raodDc^ized  it  m  their  turn. 
Usbon  had  succeeded  Vemce,  as  the  emporium 
of  the  East,  and  Cadiz  bad  become  the  emperiom 
of  the  West.  Therepublics  of  Voiice  and  Genoa, 
rirals  in  commerce,  as  in  arms,  had  wasted  their 
mutual  strength  in  fruitless  contests ;  and  the  for- 
mer was  now  no  longer  a  barrier  to  the  Turks, 
who  were  pressing  hard  upon  Christendom.  Fire 
hsodred  bowtileshipawereapproaching  each  other, 
and  the  bte  of  the  commerce  of  Uie  hieditcnranean 
Mened  subtended  on  the  event  of  a  single  battle. 
Blizahrth  saw,  at  her  own  door,  Antwerp,  the 
leeort  and  grand  exchange  of  the  North,  and  Am- 
sterdam, treading  test  upon  its  heels.  Her  own 
tonnage,  then  engaged  m  foreign  trade^  iraa  less 
than  ttatDf  asecoid-ntepoctiA  the  United  States 


at  this  day.  Her  circulating  medium  was  short 
of  four  millions  sterling ;  her  interest  was  thni 
established  at  ten  per  cent.,  and  there  was  not  an 
insurance  offic&  nor  a  banE,in  thekingdom.  The 
merchants  of  tne  Steelyard,  a  company  of  for- 
eigners, had  monopolized  the  commerce,  as  had 
the  Jews  of  LtHobard  street  the  money  traiMae- 
tioos  of  the  kingdom,  and  her  own  mercmuats  vrae 
oUuted  to  seek  employment  abroad. 

Tus  wise  but  arbitrary  monarch  was  determinad 
to  correct  these  evils,  and  wrest  commerce  finm 
the  hands  of  her  neighbors.  Among  other  regu- 
lations to  fffevent  her  subjects  from  emigrati^, 
and  to  encourage  their  creditors,  and  give  them  a 
preference,  she  established  a  banltnipt  system  to 
divide  the  effects  of  an  absconding  British  sul^ect 
exclusively  among  British  creditors.  This  act  of 
Eliza,  intended  to  punish  and  restrain  a  British 
debtor,  held  his  future  effects  liable  for  his  ddits. 
A  final  discharge  was  given  by  the  statutes  of 
James,  aad  perfected  by  those  of^Anne.  It  is  not 
till  then  that  a  bankrupt  system  becomes  emphati- 
cally an  ioducemoit  to  speculation,  and  an  in- 
strumfst  of  fraud,  and  then  it  is  uie  cause  and 
efieet  of  extravagance.  ProdigaUty  is  its  piuraat, 
and  prodigality  its  ofl^uff.  How  nearly  eouMnp 
poraneous  the  wild  specowtions  of  Enpand  aad 
France  with  the  improvements  in  their  bankrupt 
systems !  The  acts  of  Anne  were  in  1706-7-'16. 
The  ordinances  of  France  woe  in  170S,  1716, 
and  in  1720.  Tbe  South  Sea  and  Mississippi 
bubbles  had  burst,  inv<Uved  thousands^  nay,  mu- 
lions,  in  ruin,  and  brot^^t  the  two  natums  to  the 
verge  of  destruction. 

Why,  sir,  should  we,  in  every  thing,  become 
the  humble  eopyers  of  Great  Britain  1  Her  Gov- 
ernment and  policy  may  require  what  would  be 
pernicious  to  us.  Distinctions  and  discrimina- 
tions are  the  basis  of  her  Government — equality  is 
the  basis  of  ours.  There  sanguinary  punishments 
at«  familiw,  and  may  be  enrorced ;  here  it.is  im- 
possible. There  the  system  has  been  ia,  progress 
for  oentories,  and  has  become  ftmiliaivaiid  inters 
woven  with  aer  code  cm  ctmtncta.  The  United 
Stales  have  no  such  code,  and  never  can  have ; 
and.  after  all,  it  is  far  from  being  certain  that  a 
bankrupt  system  has  benefited  the  nation,  or  that 
were  it  now  for  the  first  time  proposed,  it  would 
be  adopted.  We  have  seen,  by  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commoss,  the.opeia- 
tion  of  the  law,  and  its  defects.  The  evils  are  not 
corrected,  nor  is  the  sysLaa  aband<med.  £ut  we 
very  well  know,  such  is  the  structure  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, that  abuses  cannot  always  be  ccvrected^ 
or  mischiefs  removed,  and  that  the  courts  are«f- 
ten  obliged  to  devise  means  to  evade  laws  wlueh 
are  opposed  to  the  interest  of  tbe  nation,  but  of 
which  the  monandiy  or  arittoccacy  praventa- the 


ou  go  abroad,  then,  and  the  lessons  of  espe- 
rienm  are  either  equivocal  or  against  you.  At 
home,  you  admit  that  the  experiments  by  the 
States  have  totally  failed.  As  every  resemblance 
may  be  more  or  less  imperfect,  reaionbg  from 
analogy  is  seldom  or  never  conclusive.  Could 
we  fiml  an  exparimant  of  oar  own,  ii  might  be 
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made  the  basis  of  a  correct  nsult.  Let  os  then  see 
what  has  been  our  own  expo-ieoce. 

The  subject  was  brought  before  the  House  of 
RejHresentatires  at  the  Srst  session  of  the  first  Con- 
gress, and  committed.  At  the  second  session  a 
petition  of  the  merchants  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  for  a  bankrupt  law,  was  presented,  com- 
mitted, and  a  bill  reported,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day.  At  the  first  and  second  sessions  of  the 
Uiird  Congress  the  same  proceedings  were  bad. 
and  at  the  first  session  of  t  he  fonrdi  C^ngpress  a  bill 
was  reported,  acted  on.  matured,  and  rejected,  bjr 
avesand  noes.  The  subject  was  not  rerived  until 
the  second  session  of  the  fifth  Congress,  1798  and 
1798,  when  a.bili  was  brought  in,  aod  at  the  next 
semen,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1800,  finally  passed. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  could  scarcely  be  con- 
sidered as  the  voice  of  the  nation.  It  was  in  party 
times,  and,  as  all  the  gentlemen  of  one  political 
sect  7oted  against  it,  and  all  the  others,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  in  its  faror.  it  is  not  improbable 
that  political  considerations  nad  some  influence  on 
the  decision.  When  we  consider,  moreover,  that 
it  was  near  the  time  of  a  new  apportionment  of 
Representatives,  and  perceive  that  those  who  voted 
against  the  bill  actually  rejHvsented  a  majority  of 
the  peoid^  and  that  the  Hoase  was  dividra,  forty- 
eight  and  forty-eight,  and  its  passage  was  effected 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speako^,  it  will  not,  I 
trust,  be  even  pretended  that  it  was  called  for  by 
public  opinion. 

Such  was  its  birth,  and  its  advent  was  hailed  as 
a  jubilee  by  some  honest  and  unfortunate  men,  and 
by  all  the  spendthrifts  and  swindlers  in  the  com- 
munity. What  was  its  progress?  The  monster 
came  forth,  fraud  his  companion,  supported  by 
perjury.  Justice  threw  away  her  scales,  modesty 
covered  her  face  with  her  mantle,  and  innocence 
fled  in  a  fright.  What  was  its  end?  Like  the 
rest  of  the  wicked,  it  scarcely  lived  out  half  its 
days.  It  was  limited  to  five  years,  and  thence  to 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and,  when 
8  little  more  than  half  that  period  had  expired,  it 
had  become  so  odious  and  detestiMe,  that  ail  parts, 
all  parties,  all  profeamont,  and  all  classes  united 
against  it,  and  it  was  repealed  by  the  almost  un- 
precedented unanimity  or  99  to  13  I 

Let  me  not  be  told  that  it  was  most  unpopular 
at  first,  because  it  embraced  nomerona  existing 
cases.  If  its  operations  were  as  intended,  the 
greater  number  of  objects  the  more  necessary,  and 
therefore  the  more  popular,  the  law.  A  law,  armed 
with  all  the  terrors  oi  sanguinary  penalties,  would 
not  be  infringed,  nor  evaded  at  first.  The  timid 
would  stand  aloof,  waiting  for  the  ingenuity  of 
eouDsel,  or  the  decision  of  courts,  to  point  out  the 
weak  places,  and  prescribe  the  mauner  of  evasion. 
The  frauds  committed  under  any  l»nkrupt  system 
will  continue  to  increase  until  they  shall  become 
Ihmiliar,  and  matters  of  course. 

What  then  savs  experience?  It  speaks  with 
a  loud  and  emphatic  voice,  **  This  is  a  way  in 
which  ye  shall  not  go.  On  one  side  is  vice  in 
affluence,  on  the  other  virtue  in  misery.  Here 
criminal  levity,  there  sanguinary  cruelty,  and  at 
die  end  yon  wiif  itkevitably  meet  eoiKfiiBiai  and  in- 
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famy."  But  gentlemen  imagine  that  experience 
has  pointed  out  the  dangers,  and  they  are  prepared 
to  shun  them. 

We  hear  much  of  the  perfection  of  this  bill, 
aod,  as  it  is  too  long  to  be  read,  its  excellencies 
are  taken  for  granted.  Much  expectation  has,  to 
be  sure,  been  excited.  The  bill  was  prepared  by 
two  of  the  most  learned  and  cunning  lawyers  in 
the  United  States,  and  at  the  first  session  of  the 
last  Congress  it  underwent,  in  the  other  House, 
the  scrutiny  of  a  very  learned  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. The  Speaker  was  disttn^ished  for  his  power 
of  discrimination,  and  his  discretion  had  a  wide 
range,  as  the  selection  was  made  from  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  lawyos.  It  was  reported,  dis- 
ctisaed,  and  postponed.  It  was  revised  at  tlw 
succeeding  session,  by  a  committee  equallv  re- 
spectable— at  the  last  endured  the  ordeal  of  this 
Senate,  and  now  it  comes  to  us,  reported  b^  yonr 
Judiciary  Committee,  aided  by  the  additional  indus- 
try, and  experience,  and  wisdom,  of  the  bonorahle 
gentleman  from  Delaware.  And,  after  all  this, 
what  have  they  brought  forth  7  It  has  the  same 
form  and  features,  and,  with  very  few  and  trifling 
exceptions,  is  the  very  image  and  ^peiscription 
of  the  odious  and  detestable  act  of  1800. 

This,  sir,  would  bring  where  I  assure  the 
Senate  I  am  not  disposed  to  go — into  a  particular 
examination  of  this  tedious  nilL  I  shall  take  a 
shorter,  and,  I  trust,  better  course.  I  have  collated 
this  with  the  act  of  1800,  and  in  about  five  minutes 
will  show  you  the  result.  They  both  include  the 
same  persons.  With  two  trifl.ing  variances,  the 
acts  01  bankruptcy  are  the  same.  The  petitioning 
creditors  have  the  same  qualifications,  and  are  sulP 
jected  to  the  same  proceedings ;  the  appointment, 
number,  power,  and  duties,  ofuie  commissioners  are 
the  same ;  the  creditors  are  to  appoint  the  assign- 
eesj  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  majority 
of  interest ;  they  are  alike  removeable  and  respon- 
sible, and  their  powers  and  duties  arealike;  the 
bankrupt  is  subjected  to  the  same  ordeal ;  he  is  en- 
titled to  come  io  three  times  within  the  forty-two 
days,  aod  incurs  the  same  penalties  for  refusal ;  he 
must  surrender  and  disclose  his  estate ;  what  he 
has  sold,  and  if  he  expects  any  profits;  must  assi^ 
all  and  deliver  up  all :  the  powas  of  the  commis- 
sioners over  him  are  alike,  and  he  is  subject  to  like 
proceedings  and  punishments :  he  is  entitled  to  the 
same  support  for  his  family  pending  the  process, 
and  the  same  per  centage  in  the  distribution ;  ana 
the  same  persons  or  trininals  must  consent  before 
he  obtains  his  discharge,  and  his  certificate  is  to 
have  the  same  ^ect.  The  two  acts  vary  in  a  few 
particulars.  This  commences  presently,  that  com- 
menced at  a  future  day ;  this  fixes  the  pay  of  the 
commissioners,  that  left  it  to  the  judge;  this  ex- 
cludes fanooers,  graziers,  dec.,  expressly,  that  by 
implication.  This  has  a  few  provisions  not  found 
in  the  other.  It  excludes  persons  becoming  mer- 
chants, dbc.,  with  design  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
act ;  prevents  a  bank  corporation  from  unreason- 
ably withholding  a  certifieabe,  and  gives  the  Uni- 
ted States*  courts  jurisdiction  in  all  cases.  It 
omilsoUiginga  wife  to  swear  against  her  husband. 
This  is  a  bin's  eye  new  of  the  two:  and  what 
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hare  yon  mined  hf  these  trifling  variations  t  That 
this  should  commeace  presently,  I  do  not  object ; 
for  the  sooner  it  begins  to  operate,  the  sooner  the 
peojde  will  be  dit^gosted  with  it,  and  demand  its 
repeal.  Paying  the  commissioners  by  the  day  will 
promote  procrastination.  The  difference,  however, 
IS  trifling,  but  the  change  is  for  the  worse. 

The  express  exclusion  of  certain  persons  is  an 
unqaestioD&ble  blemish.  You  define  who  are  in- 
cluded, and  particularize  others  who  are  excluded ; 
and  what  is  to  be  the  condition  of  those  who  are 
neither  embraced  by  the  provision  nor  the  excep- 
tion 1  Is  it  the  intent  to  embrace  all  not  expressly 
exeepteit  Such  wonld  seem  to  be  the  principle, 
and  yet  its  operation  would  be  utterly  unjost. 
There  are  boUi  iignstice  and  obscurity  in  the  pro- 
Tiso,  and  it  is  an  unqnestionaUe  defect.  And  the 
exclusion  of  those  who  become  merchants  to  par- 
take of  its  benefits  is  still  worse.  How  are  you  to 
deeide  on  the  intent  7  Were  it  a  question  ever  to 
be  in  contest  between  the  parties,  it  is  a  fact  of 
difficult  proof.  But,  here  both  the  parties  will  be 
agreed  against  the  proof  of  snch  intent.  The  pe- 
titioDiDg  creditor  is  for  bringing  the  debtor  within 
the  description,  or  else  he  would  not  petition.  The 
debtor  who  designs  to  make  himself  a  merchant  or 
trader,  is  of  the  same  opinion,  and  the  commission- 
ers are  to  decide  a  question  where  both  parties 
agree.  Yon  have  then  no  other  way  to  detect  an 
infraetian  d£  Ais  fvoTision,  but  by  contesting  the 
validity  of  the  cerniBcate  after  it  is  granted,  when 
all  the  property  is  consumed  by  commissioners,  as- 
si^ees,  officers,  agents,  and  lawyers.  Your  pro- 
Tudoo,  as  to  bank  corporations,  amounts  to  noth- 
iDg-4t  might  as  well  extend  to  any  other  creditor. 
And  the  jurisdiction  given  to  the  United  States' 
courts  is  an  evil  of  meh  majgnltude,  that  I  have 
neither  time  nor  patience  to  disctus  it. 

There  is,  however,  the  omission  of  a  usual  pro- 
vision which  I  approve.  Yon  will  not  compel  a 
wife  to  disclose  the  fraud  of  her  husband.  Indeed ! 
And  is  it  a  merit  that  this  Senate,  so  distinguished 
for  their  gallantry,  should  have  refrained' from  a 
provision  so  bartwrous?  Is  it  not  rather  a  source 
of  mortification  that  such  a  rude  and  savage  pro- 
vision should  ever  have  disgraced  our  statute  book  1 
Sir,  we  lire  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  have 
snne  claims,  I  hope,  to  ctvilizatbn.  A  man  was 
mee  in  afflueDe&  "  the  candle  of  Qod  shone  on  bis 
heaAf  and  by  his  light  he  walked  through  darkness. 
liiB  children  were  about  him ;  he  waswd  his  steps 
with  batter,  and  the  rock  poured  him  out  rivers  of 
oU."  Bat,  the  storm  of  adversity  began  to  beat 
upon  him,  and  in  an  nniucky  and  inconsiderate 
moment  he  conceired  the  design  to  shelter  himself 
from  the  impending  dangCT,  and  lay  aside  a  por- 
tion for  theprotection  and  sustenance  of  his  family ; 
and  his  wire  is  called  to  disclose  the  fraud.  On 
the  one  hand,  she  must  call  upon  her  Qoi  to  wit- 
ness a  falsehood — on  the  other,  she  consigns  her- 
self and  children  to  misery,  and  her  husband  to  a 
perpetual  duiueoo.  What  would  an  affectionate 
wiiedo?  What  ought  she  to  dol  She  would 
swear  him  innocent  And  "the  accusiofj  spirit 
iriiich  should  flv  to  Heaven's  chancery  with  the 
onUi,  would  blush  as  be  gave  it  in,  and  the  record- 
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ing  angd,  as  he  should  write  it  down,  would  drop 
a  tear  upon  the  word  and  blot  it  out  forever."  But 
still,  sir,  the  omission  adds  nothing  to  the  efficacy 
of  your  system.  Nay,  it  rather  shows  the  defec- 
tiveness of  a  system,  for  whose  support  you  have 
been  obliged  to  resort  to  principles  at  which  the 
soul  of  a  civilized  man  would  revolt.  No,  sir, 
take  all  your  deviations  from  the  act  of  1800  to- 
gether^ and,  instead  of  helping  the  matter,  they 
make  it  worse. 

But,  the  most  odious  principle  in  the  bill  is  that 
of  discrimination.  You  desu-e  uniformity,  and 
make  the  most  invidious  dutinctions.  A  merchant 
or  trader  in  Louisiana  must  be  put  on  the  same 
footing  with  one  in  Maine.  Yet  a  pnson  in  eilhvx 
of  those  i>lace8,  living  10  the  same  neighborhood, 
and  even  in  the  same  house  with  another  as  good 
as  himself,  is  entitled  to  different  laws  for  thepro- 
tection of  his  liberty  and  prosperity.  And  yet  we 
are  told  the  farmer  and  manufacturer  do  not  want 
it.  If  cither  of  theye  is  utterly  insolvent,  what 
policy  should  hold  him  forever  liable  any  more 
than  the  merchant?  When  gentlemen  tell  us  of 
the  inability  of  these  to  make  prompt  payment, 
and  that  to  subject  them  to  this  process  against 
their  will  would  be  cruel  and  oppressive,  and  ex- 
pect us  to  receive  this  as  an  insuperable  objection, 
they  pay  as  no  compliment.  It  really  appears  that 
gentlemen  were  disposed  to  pacify  us,  no  matter 
how.  Your  objection  is  answered  in  a  word.  Let 
the  same  process  be  had  against  the  farmer  and 
manufacturer,  with  this  simple  addition  only,  that 
on  being  summoned  he  should  not  be  held  to  fur- 
ther proceedings  without  his  consent.  The  apology 
for  excluding  faim  is  frivolous,  indeed. 

Is  not  the  farmer  subject  to  equal  risks  ?  He 
has  his  perils  by  water,  and  his  perils  by  fire, 
and  adopt  this  discriminating  principle,  and  he 
will  have  his  perils  too  amon^  false  brethren. 
Droughts,  inundations,  diseases,  insects,  and  fires, 
are  his  ministers  of  destruction.  Suppose,  sir, 
some  of  these  children  of  adversity  now  before  you, 
and  applying  for  relief.  The  first  is  a  dealer  in 
bank  and  other  stocks.  He  purchased  United 
States'  Bank  stock  to  an  amount  ten  times  more 
than  he  was  worth,  while  it  stood  at  only  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  per  cent.  It  fell.  He  failed,  and  he 
tdls  you  that  as  this  bank  facilitates  eommeree 
you  oaght  to  rdieve  him  for  its  sake ;  and  his  claim 
IS  allowed.  The  next  is  a  manufaetorer,  who  has 
withstood  a  change  of  times,  and  foreign  and  do* 
mestic  cwnpetition ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  the  first  gentleman,  he  must  fail  too,  and 
he  prays  you  to  put  him  on  the  same  footing. 
But,  no ;  he  purchases  his  stock,  applies  the  labor, 
and  sells  the  manufactared  article;  he  gets  his 
living  chiefly  by  labor,  and  is,  therefore,  excluded. 

The  broker  comes  next.  He  tells  you  that  he 
commenced  business  a  year  ago.  He  was  then 
worth  nothing,  but  his  friends  put  money  into  his 
hands,  and  his  speculations  were  profitable.  But, 
unfortunately,  as  the  large  sums  were  constantly 
passing  through  his  hands,  some  occasionally 
stopped  by  the  way.  He  took  the  funds  of  his 
patron,  and  converted  Uiem  to  purposes  of  specn- 
utiou  of  his  own,  ud  he  ftiled.  This  wiuthy, 
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£utbfol,  honest,  useful  citizeii  is  entitled  to  rour 
relief.  A  fisherman  immediately  sacceeds  bim. 
He  bailt  his  vessels^  employed  and  furnished  his 
men,  sent  them  to  the  straits  or  banks,  receired, 
cured,  and  disposed  of  the  catgoca.  But  the  tem- 
pest sunk  and  destroyed  hu  ships,  while  cultiva- 
ting the  nursery  of  your  seamen,  and  he  asks 
reUef.  But  be  does  not  ^et  his  living  by  buying 
and  selling.  He  builds  his  vessels,  but  not  to  sell. 
He  catches  his  fish,  but  does  not  buy  than ;  he  is 
excluded.  A  merchant  comes  and  he  tells  you 
that  while  you  were  engaged  in  that  wicked  war 
against  Great  Britain,  goods  were  scarce  and  the 
wants  of  the  community  required  tbat  he  should 
attempt  to  import  some  in  spite  of  your  laws. 
The  prospect  was  so  tempting,  and  the  war  so 
unjust,  faiB  interest  and  conscience  both  agreed 
tbat  it  would  be  right.  His  importations  were 
large,  and  he  was  on  the  eve  of  independence, 
wlun  your  revenue  officers  like  so  many  harpies, 
ponnced  upon  him,  seized  his  goods,  and  your  ua- 
lelenting  courts  condemned  them.  A  man  so 
worthy  and  patriotic  is  entitled  to  your  first  con- 
sideration, and  you  ^nt  him  all  he  asks. 

The  plain  unvarnished  farmer  comes  next.  His 
&mily  was  lar^e,  bis  sons  were  growing  up,  he 
sold  and  went  mto  the  wilderness,  purchased  and 
expected  to  pay  for  his  lands  with  their  aid,  and 
Biake  farms  for  all;  but  unforeseen  misfortunes 
assailed  him.  His  crops  were  destroyed,  his  cattle 
died,  the  fires  in  the  woods  caught  and  burnt  up 
his  dwelling^  and  sickness  and  death  deprived  him 
of  the  anticipated  help  of  his  family.  The  pay 
day  is  come,  he  is  insolvent,  and  he  claims  your 
interposition.  But  you  are  a  farmer,  and  farmers 
don't  want  the  act.  Yet,  nevertheless,  as  your 
case  is  hard,  we  can  tell  yon  how  you  may  con- 
trive to  get  within  its  proTiainu.  Purchase  a 
burd  of  rum  or  whiskev,  beccnne  a  trader,  iuep 
secret  the  design,  and,  by  the  time  the  bwrel  is 
out.  you  may  apply  to  some  friendly  creditor— he 
will  petition  against  vou,  you  will  be  d«:lared  a 
bankrupt,  and  be  punished  by  a  discbarge  from  all 
yoiu  ddMs.  These  men  would  undoubtedly  go 
away  feding  the  highest  respect  for  your  lawn  and 
theprofoundest  reverence  for  the  makers. 

There  is  an  excellent  story  of  a  &ther  whose 
son  wished  for  his  portion  of  the  estate :  it  was 
assigned  to  him ;  he  went  away,  wasted  his  sub- 
stance in  riotous  living,  was  in  misery,  came  back, 
was  penitent,  and  his  father  relieved  his  distresses 
and  ibrgave  him.  With  a  little  alteration  this 
story  would  illustrate  our  case.  Let  us  then  sup- 
that  the  father  had  two  sons  who  wished  for 
pordons  that  they  might  depart— 4he  one  a 
merchant,  the  other  a  farmer--wey  receive  thdr 
Moperty  and  take  their  journey  into  a  fiu-  country. 
The  farmer  purchases  his  land  and  cattle,  and 
goes  to  work,  but  the  merchant  wastes  his  sub- 
stance in  rank  speculation,  and  riotous  living.  He 
applies  to  his  brbtbei  for  relief,  and  he  loans  him 
even  all  he  has.  This,  too,  is  wasted  in  the  same 
prodigal  manner,  and  there  is  a  famine  in  the 
und,  and  they  both  hepn  to  be  in  want ;  and  they 
join  themselves  to  a  citizen  who  sends  them  into 
the  fidU  to  feed  awine^  and  they  &in  would  have 
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satined  their  hunger  with  the  hn^  which  the 
swine  did  cat,  and  no  one  gave  unto  them.  Wlwn 
they  came  to  reflect,  (for  nunger  will  prodaee  re- 
flections,) tbey  say,  how  many  hired  servanta  of 
our  father  have  fariud  enough  and  to  spare,  and  we 
perish  with  hunger !  Let  us  arise  and  go  to  him 
and  confess  that  we  are  not  worthy  to  be  his  sons, 
and  beg  to  be  received  as  his  lured  servants.  Tlu^ 
go ;  and  while  they  are  yet  a  great  way  ofl^,  tfaetr 
father  sees  and  comes  out  to  meet  tbem.  On  the 
merchant  he  has  companion,  falls  on  his  neck 
and  embraces  bim,  orders  a  new  robe  1o  be  pot  on 
him,  and  the  fatted  calf  to  be  lulled,  and  the  music 
to  strike  up  to  announce  and  welcome  his  return. 
The  farmer  waits  until  the  merchant  has  received 
his  blessing,  as  farmers  are  usually  oUiged  to  do. 
But  the  father  turns  to  him,  and,  with  an  angry 
lodi  and  vindictive  voice,  exclaims,  b^ne,  thou 
credulous  charitable  fool,  begone !  I  have  given 
thee  all  I  ever  intend;  thou  haat  wasted  it  upim 
that  podigal.  I  have  forgiven  him,  hot  if  I  ever 
do  thee^  may  God  never  loi^ve  me.  Go  starve 
and  be  forgottoi.  Would  not  you  dcnoance  such 
a  father  as  a  monster?  Just  such  a  &ihet  this 
bill  makes  you. 

But  this  is  not  the  least  odious  feature  in  the 
bill.  Its  effects  upon  an  honest  and  fair  debtor 
will  be  cruel  and  oppressive,  and,  in  most  cases, 
the  expense  of  the  process  will  exhaust  the  wh(de 
estate.  The  commissionras  are  designated — they 
appoint  their  clerk,  organize  their  court,  and  take 
care  to  take  bond  for  their  own  compensation,  and 
then  proceed  with  all  the  prudence,  economy,  and 
deliberation,  of  the  commissioners  under  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  whose  very  modest  bill  of  9194,000  has 
been  presented  to  you  this  session,  and  who  intend 
probaUy  to  ^t  another  9194,000  before  they  let 
you  go.  It  IS  not  to  be  expected  that  your  com- 
missioners will  very  much  exceed  these  in  in- 
tegrity, ability,  or  character.  The  danoer  of  dday 
is,  then,  by  no  means  visionary.  Within  three  or 
four  years  an  act  has  oassed  to  revive  a  commis- 
sion under  the  old  bankrupt  act,  some  of  the  cton- 
nussioners  having  died,  and  the  business  beiag 
unfinished  after  a  continuance  of  fifteen  years. 
And,  although  I  do  not  expect  that  one  board  of 
tliese  Ghent  Treaty  commissioners  will  finish 
within  fifteen  years,  yet  this  case  shows  that  those 
under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  are  not  the  only  ones 
who  understand  the  art  of  procrastination.  The 
outstanding  debts  placed  for  collection  often  in 
unfaithful  or  dilatory  hands,  the  right  of  the  as- 
signee to  retain  to  satisfy  contingent  demands,  the 
power  of  making  demands  aj^pear  contingent  for 
the  sake  of  retaining  the  money,  the  fees  of  law- 
yers, judges,  clerks,  commissionm,  assignee^  and 
other  expense^  will  be  enough  to  absorb  a  very 
f^tod  estate.  You  give,  moreover,  to  the  eommi»> 
Blotters  a  dangorous,  unusual,  and  lueonstittttional 
power  over  the  secret  transactimis  and  persoBal 
rights  of  the  debtor.  If  there  is  any  one  personal 
right  that  we  value  more  than  another^  it  is  that 
"  a  man's  house  is  his  castle."  This  mvaliuUe 
inheiitance  secures  ns  from  violence  under  cdor 
of  law,  and  ptesOTes  our  own  secret  concerns 
fiom  the  acmtiiky  and  inspection  of  unhallowed 
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«ycs.  Nothing  hnt  a  crime  •hoold  anthoriza  an 
inTasioa  of  a  priTate  dweUing.  The  fixurth  art- 
hei»  of  the  amendments  to  die  Constitution  hes 
Bceurcd  to  the  pet^le  this  right  to  be  exempt  from 
wS&  nnreasonaNe  searches  and  seizures,  not  only 
in  thn'r  persons," hat  in  their  "houses,  papers, 
and  effects/'  What  are  unreasonable  searches  snd 
aeizures  1  Those  which  are  unusual  and  contrary 
to  pKcedoiL  But  you,  in  the  face  of  this  pro- 
nsiOD,  would  subject  a  man's  peraon  to  be  seized, 
his  house  broken  open,  and  his  trunks  and  papCTu 
ransacked  and  inspected,  for  the  crime  of  being  in 
iail  for  debt,  or  unable  to  discharge  an  attach- 
ment. And  his  xemedy  is  a  jury  at  the  diaeretion 
of  the  court! 

How  is  it  with  the  dishonest  debtor  1  Not  one 
additional  impediment  to  fraud.  If  there  be  any 
diflbenee,  the  restraints  are  less  and  the  induce- 
■kcnts  stronger  than  in  the  act  of  1800.  And  the 
nltiiMte  triSnnal  is  an  assemblage  of  creditors — a 
mixlufe  of  parents,  brothers,  children,  friends,  ene- 
mies, eompetitoiB,  and  rivals.  This  fair,  impar- 
tial tribunal,  pouessine  coincident  feelings  and 
ecMirdinate  Tiitue,  are,  hy  a  complicated  majority 
<rf  number  and  interest,  to  gire  or  refuse  the  last 
sanction.  The  doctrine  of  impartial  justice,  it 
seems,  has  become  too  common  and  insipid  for 
modem  re&iement,  and  the  best  tribunal  is  one 
the  most  portiaL 

I  think  I  perceive  in  the  countenance  of  the 
honorable  ^tleman  from  Massachusetts^  (Mr. 
Oria,)  an  intimation  that  my  argument  in  this 
particnlar  is  a  little  inconsistent.  I  complain,  at 
the  amne  time,  that  the  act  has  too  much  severity 
and  not  eaoi^h.  Sir,  there  is  an  inconsistency, 
bat  it  is  not  mine;  it  is  in  your  system  itself.  It  io 
a  perfect  chapter  of  contradiction:).  It  does  give 
too  much  power  to  the  creditor,  and  it  does  not 
giTe  enough ;  it  is  too  severe  upon  the  debtor,  and 
It  is  not  severe  enough.  To  the  crafty,  evasive, 
orTindietiTe  creditor,  it  gives  too  much  power;  to 
Ae  tihnal  uid  just,  not  enough.  Ifpon  the  hon- 
•  est  and  &ir,  but  unfortunate  debtor,  it  is  too 
severe;  upon  the  fraudulent,  not  enough:  and  the 
mischief  IB  here-— that  you  nave  no  means,  nor  is 
there  any  power,  short  of  onmiscicDoe,  tut  can 
make  the  discrimination. 

I  shall  vote  against  the  iod^ile  postponement, 
not  that  I  have  any  hope  that  any  system  can  be 
BMtnred  so  as  to  obvute  my  oti)ection8,  but  be- 
cause the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  a  decision.  It 
ia  widi  the  utmost  regret  that  I  have  been  obliged 
to  take  ttus  stand  against  the  wishes  of  many  good 
friends  whom  I  desire  to  relieve;  and,  when 
humanity  seems  to  urge,  and  justice  and  policy 
forbid,  we  oppme  with  reluctance.  But,  describe 
the  distresses  as  you  will,  magnify  and  color  them 
with  all  the  pow«:  and  emlwllishments  of  elo- 
muee,  and  they  fall  shcv t  of  the  reality,  and  still 
I  mamtain  that  this  remedy  is  worse  than  the  dis- 
ease. Nay,  more;  the  reniedT  itself  will  produce 
a  relapse  which  will  rage  like  a  pestilence,  and 
swe^  like  a  whiiiwind.  But  I  have  done.  Pass 
tkis  hill,  and  I  conjure  you  to  alter  its  title  by 
atrikii^  out  "uniform  system  of,"  and  inswting 
"vaiTemO."  ItwiUthenbe,"AnacttocstaUi9h 


an  universal  bankruptcy  throughout  the  UuM 
States,"  and  the  tenoeney  and  effect  will  be  a^ 
nwent  in  the  title.  Pass  this  bill,  and  it  vw 
blight  like  a  mildew;  it  will  corrode  like  a  canker ; 
it  will  pdlnte  like  a  leprosy.  Pass  this  bill,  ana 
you  smite  the  land  with  a  curse." 


Fainar,  February  9. 
The  credentials  of  the  himoraUe  James  Bab- 
BODR,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  L^pslatnre  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  term  of  six  yean,  to 
commence  oa  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  vnn 
read,  and  laid  on  the  file. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Plumbe,  of  Connecticut,  praymg  to  be  allowed  a 
pension  of  twenty -five  dollars  per  month^  during 
life,  in  consideration  of  Revolutionary  services  ana 
sacrifices ;  and  the  petition  was  rea^  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr  Smite,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Josiah 
Hook,  Jr..  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  Jr.,  and  the  report 
and  bill  were  read ;  and  the  bill  passed  to%mwiki. 
reading. 

Mr.  Rdooi.£s  presented  the  petition  of  heti 
Chadwiok,  praying  the  renewal  of  a  land  warrant 
issued  to  him  for  RevolutionaryaemeeBbaiid  iriUek 
is  now  lost :  and  the  petition  was  rea^  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Qmrm,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judt- 
ciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Oxley,  reported  that  "  the  vmyet  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  not  to  be  granted;"  and  the  r^wrt 
was  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  PuUie 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the 
rdief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  July.  1830,  reported  the  same  with 
ameadments;  wnich  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
further  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  im* 
ported  into  the  United  States  from  any  ailjacaat 
territory,"  reported  the  same  with  amendments ; 
which  were  read. 

PUNISHMENT  OP  PIRACY. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
4th  of  December,  "  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
so  modifying  the  law  punishing  piracy  as  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  such 
cases  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  to  commute  cap- 
ital punishments  for  confinement  in  penitentiwy 
houses,"  reported  that  it  is  inexpedimt  to  maJtc 
the  modification  suggested ;  and  the  report  was 
read.   It  is  as  follows  : 

The  objeofr  of  th«  reaolutian  ia  to  alter  the  criiaiMd 
code  of  the  United  SUtM  so  far  as  to  place  within  tka 
poirer  of^  Prssfdant  oflhe  United  States  the  com- 
I^tto  ooatrol  over  the  pnaii^ent  noir  sAlsd  by  law 
to  tbo  crime  of  piracy,  and  to  soften  it  down  ftna 
death  to  the  less  rigoroaa  pnnishnent  of  eoafinMneat 
ID  peuiteDtiarj  houses. 

As  ws  have  drawn  most  d  «vt  impresneas  af  tlw. 
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Btili^  and  efficacy  of  peniteotiarim  firom  the  prsetteal 
•pmtioM  of  thii  intoon  in  tbe  MTeral  Statra  where 
it  fau  been  adopted,  it  my  Dot  bo  duMght  inpioper 
to  ^To  the  molt  of  oertaio  official  ioqairiea  into  the 
eooditioi],  aMralnen,  aad  advintageeof  lome  of  theea 
iniUtatioDS  in  States  where  mach  leal  aod  diligeDcc 
bad  bean  displijed  to  cherish  them. 

SoDOtime  in  the  yetr  iS17  the  grand  jurj  of  Phil- 
addphia  viflited  the  penitentierf  in  thit  city,  upon 
whim  thoj  made  the  following  preientment : 

**  That,  while  they  notice  with  pleaiure  the  high 
degree  of  order  and  cleanliness,  Ibey  are  compelled  by 
a  MUM  of  duly  to  present,  aa  an  evil  of  cooeidMible 
nagnitade,  the  present  very  crowded  itatn  of  the  pen* 
itontiaiy  ;  the  nombcr  of  prisonera  of  all  datees  con- 
tinual lo  iDcretae,  so  that  from  twenty  to  forty  are 
lodged  in  rooms  eighteen  feet  sqaare.  So  many  are 
thos  crowded  together,  that  the  institution  already 
begins  to  assame  the  character  of  a  Earopean  prison 
and  seminary  for  every  ticc,  in  which  the  nnfortunate 
being  who  commits  the  first  offence,  and  knows  none 
of  the  arts  of  methodixed  villany,  can  scarcely  avoid 
the  coBlamioation  which  leads  to  extreme  depravi^." 
The  tame  grand  jary  further  stated  "that,  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty-one  convicts  now  in  thepenitculiaiy 
of  Pennsylvania,  one  hundred  and  nzty*one  have  been 
flonflned  there  before."  It  ie  believed  that  no  institu- 
tion of  this  character  eim  received  more  attention  as 
TCBpects  its  comforts  and  means  of  promoUng  the  re- 
fcrmation  of  offenders. 

The  eommissioners  appointed  to  examine  into  tbe 
state  of  tbe  New  York  prison,  not  long  since,  in  their 
report  aay  :  "  It  has  for  some  time  past  not  only  failed 
of  effecting  the  cAijeet  chiefly  in  tow,  but  has  subjected 
the  treasury  to  a  series  of  di^ursements  too  oppressive 
1»  be  eotttinued  if  they  can  in  any  way  be  prevented.** 

The  eommissioners  of  the  prison  of  Massachusetts, 
in  a  TSport,  complain  "  that  the  prism  is  so  crowded 
as  to  defeat  the  object  for  which  the  institution  was 
created."  These  commissioners,  after  enumerating 
what  they  conwder  to  be  the  advantages  arising  to  the 
Commonwealth,  say  :  "  But  there  appears  great  roa- 
■on  le  suppose  that  the  advantage  first  mentioned  is 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  greater  hardihood 
and  more  settled  corruption  wUch  a  promiscuous  as- 
■ocittion  among  the  convicts  must  produce,  particu- 
larty  the  young.** 

These  appear  to  be  fair  and  impartial  representattona 
made  by  men  whose  dnty  it  was  to  represent  things  as 
they  were,  in  order  to  bring  to  tbe  public  view  their 
true  character  i  and  if  this  is  tbe  state  and  effect  of 
those  prisons,  after  twenty  years  of  experience  and 
fiiident  management,  upon  convicts  whose  offences 
•n  not  the  most  atrMtoiu  dasa,  but  little  hope  can 
fca  enteitained  that  |riiates  can  be  reformed  by  sndi 

In  the  eatalogne  of  human  ofKnoes,  if  there  is  any 
me  supremely  distinguished  for  its  enormity  over 
•then,  it  is  |riracy.  It  can  only  be  committed  by  those 
whose  haarU  have  become  base  by  habitual  depravity. 
It  is  called  by  juriiits  an  offence  against  the  oniverni 
laws  of  society.  A  pirate  is  hottis  kunumi  generia. 
Be  is  at  war  with  his  species,  and  baa  renounced  the 
BTotection  of  all  dviliied  Qovemments,  and  abandoned 
hiasdf  again  to  tbe  aavignsUte  of  nature.  His  flag 
coBdaU  of  a  "  Mack  field,  with  a  death's  head,  a  ba^ 
tie  aze,  and  an  hour-glasa."  These  are  the  ensigns  of 
his  iHTdcssion.  He  does  not  select  the  enemiee  of  bis 
Mlifw  eonntiy  as  the  only  elgeels  of  his  eouqnes^  but 
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attacks  indiscriminately  tbe  defenceless  of  every  na- 
tion ;  prowls  every  ocean  in  quest  of  plunder ;  ai^ 
murders  or  jet^iardiies  the  lives  of  ail  who  fall  wittun 
his  power,  without  regard  to  nation,  to  age,  or  to  sex. 
With  such  a  blood-stained  front,  a  pirate  can  have  no 
claim  to  the  clemency  of  a  Government,  the  protection 
of  which  he  has  voluntarily  renounced,  and  sgainat 
which  be  has  so  highly  offended. 

Our  general  policy  and  politcal  institutions  are  ad- 
ministered so  mildly,  that  we  seem  to  have  forgotten 
tbe  protection  due  to  the  public  ;  and  call  that  pun- 
ishment which  the  law  prescribee  for  offences,  however 
enMmona  they  may  be  against  the  public  safety  and 
public  morals*  cruel  and  degrading  to  our  natioad 
character.  The  laws  punishing  piracy  with  death 
bavo  had  from  the  legidative  department  all  the  con- 
sideration due  to  so  important  a  snigoct  at  a  time  wfaeu 
no  undue  influence  could  interpose. 

The  Executive  clemency  has  more  than  sufficient 
range  for  its  exercise,  without  the  aid  sought  for  by 
this  resolution.  Whatever  may  be  tbe  puUic  feeling 
against  a  pirate  previous  to  his  trial  and  coovictian,  as 
soM  aa  tut  takes  place  that  feeling  aubsidee  and  b<K 
comes  enlisted  on  the  part  of  the  criminal.  There  is 
not  a  fevorable  trait  in  his  case  but  what  is  brou^t 
up  and  mingled  with  as  many  drcnmstances  of  jstj 
and  compasmon  as  his  counsel  can  condense  in  a  pe- 
tition, which  everybody  subscribes  without  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts  ;  and  this  u  presented  to  the  Execu- 
tive, upon  which  alone  he  is  to  judge  the  case.  All 
the  atrodons  drcnmstances  are  kept  out  of  view.  TTiero 
is  no  one  hardy  enough  to  tell  that  this  criminal  utd 
his  aseodatee  had  boarded  a  defenedeas  ship,  ud, 
after  plundering  all  that  was  vduaUe,  bad,  wiU)  the 
most  unrefenting  cnidty,  butchwed  the  whofe  crew 
and  passengers ;  or  crowded  them  Into  a  small  boat, 
in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  without  providons  or  clothing, 
and  set  them  adrift,  where  their  destruction  was  inev- 
itable ;  or,  the  better  to  secure  their  purpoee,faad  abut 
all,  both  male  and  female,  under  deck,  and  sunk  the 
ship,  to  dude  detection,  or  to  indulge  an  insatiabin 
thirst  for  etnd^. 

The  object  of  capiul  punishment  is  to  prevent  the 
offender  from  committing  Airther  offences,  or  to  deter 
others  trom  doing  so  by  the  example.  If  it  be  com- 
muted for  temporary  confinement,  it  can  effect  neither 
to  any  valuable  purpose.  'I'he  temptation  is  so  strong, 
and  detection  so  difficult  and  so  rare,  that  but  few,  it 
is  feared,  can  be  deterred.  The  punishment  of  death 
is  inflicted  upon  pirates  by  ail  dvilized  nations,  no^ 
withstanding  which  it  is  a  growing  evil ;  every  sea  is 
now  crowded  with  them,  whieb,  instead  of  diminishing, 
ought  lo  increase  the  reasons  for  InflietiBK  opMl 
punishment. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  capital  ponidi- 
ment  is  the  q)profHriate  punishment  for  ^racy,  and 
^ttt  would  be  inexpedieut  to  commute  it  for  coa- 
flnement  in  penitentiaiy  houses. 

PROMOTION  OF  EDUCATIOif. 

Mr.  TaoM&s,  from  the  Conuntttee  on  PnfaUe 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  rexolutioit  of  the 
nth  of  January,  "  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and 
expediency  of  granting  land  for  tbe  purpoaes  c£ 
education  within  the  limits  of  the  old  States,"  re- 
ported that  it  is  inexpedient  to  mat  lands  tbe 
extent  contemplated  in  the  resolntion,  but  thiU  it 
is  just  and  expedient  to  grant  a  per  centum  on  the 
sales  of  poUic  lands  to  a  reasonaUe  eztnt,  fiw 
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promoting  edacation  in  the  old  States,  and  to 
grant  an  equiralent  to  the  new  States ;  and  the 
leport  was  read.   It  is  as  follows : 

Thst,  aoder  the  lawB  of  the  United  Sutei,  laadi 
h«ve  been  ^nted  for  the  purposea  of  education  in 
the  States  of  Ohio,  LouUiana,  Indiana,  Misiissippi, 
IlUnou,  and  Alabama,  in  the  proportion  of  one  thirty- 
aizth  part  of  all  tha  pnblie  land*  Tfithin  the  State, 
with  the  addition  of  two  townaUpi,  or  fiw^-dx  tboa- 
Mnd  and  ri^hty  acres  in  each  State,  and  to  LoaMaaa 
an  additional  lownahip,  or  twenty-three  thonsaod  and 
fDfty  acrea.  The  quantity  which  ia  already  rested  in 
Mdl  of  the  aboTe  Statea  by  the  operation  of  tbii  ays- 
tMn>aad  which  will  Teat  in  them  whan, the  Indian 
title  ahall  hare  been  eitinguiihed,  and  the  whole  of 
the  lands  are  aoTTeyed,  will  be  eihibited  wiUi  suffi- 
cient acenracj  fiu  all  practical  purpoaea  by  the  an- 
Bexed  catimata  of  the  Comminioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  ia  a  part  of  this  report  The  com- 
mittee also  remark  that,  by  an  act  of  the  eighteenth 
of  April,  1606,  a  donation  of  two  hundred  Usousand 
acres  of  land  was  made  to  the  State  of  Tennessoe, 
for  the  use  of  two  colleges  and  academies  in  each 
eonn^  in  the  State,  to  be  eetabliihed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture thereof,  and  aiz  hundred  and  forty  acrea  in  each 
rix  milea  aqnare,  where  it  was  praeticdile,  for  the  nae 
of  Rcho^;  and  Uiat  a  township,  or  twenty-three  tbon- 
■wd  and  forty  acrea,  waa,  on  the  8d  of  March,  1810, 
fvanlod  by  the  United  Statea  to  the  Connwtieut  Aay- 
torn  fw  the  education  of  deaf  and  dumb  peraona. 

The  landa  thaa  granted  to  the  Statea  for  the  above 
pnzpoaea  are  not  subject  to  taxation  by  the  State  goT- 
cmment,  and  can  only  be  settled  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  States  in  wbidi  they  Ue.  If,  dtere- 
fi>re,  correspondent  quantities  for  the  purpoaes  of  edu- 
cation are  to  be  granted  to  alt  the  old  States,  (under 
which  term  the  committee  believe  ail  Sutea  wilt  be 
indoded  which  have  not  reerived  donariona  of  land 
for  that  pnrpoae,)  it  woold  aeem  that  the  Statea  and 
Terriloriea  which  now  contain  public  land  would  have 
an  exceasiTe  pn^rtion  of  their  auperfices  taken  op 
with  such  donations,  leaving  but  a  small  part  of  the 
land  in  each  inlgect  to  taxation,  or  to  settlement,  ex- 
cept at  the  will  of  other  sovereign  Statea.  In  receiv- 
ing donationa  of  land  for  the  purposes  of  promoting 
educaliiHi  in  the  States  in  which  they  have  been 
granted,  in  Uie  oidoion  of  the  committee,  a  conaidera- 
tion  haa  been  rendered  th»dbr,  on  the  part  of  thoaa 
Stales,  by  the  increased  value  which  the  population 
and  improvement  of  the  State  gave  to  the  unsold  pab- 
bc  landa,  and  by  the  compact  not  to  tax  the  lanoa  of 
tha  United  Statea  at  any  time  before  they  were  aold, 
nor  nnlil  the  lapse  of  five  yean  thereafter. 

The  landa,  thereforst  granted  to  some  of  the  new 
Btatee,  for  the  purpoaes  of  education,  though  distin- 
gniahed  in  common  parlance  by  the  name  of  dona 
twnt,  were  in  fact  sales  bottomed  upon  valuable  eon 
aiderations,  in  which  the  new  States  snrtendered  their 
n^t  (rf  soverngn^  over  the  remaining  public  lands, 
and  gavo  up  the  whole  amount  which  might  have 
lioan  received  in  taxes  before  sndi  landa  were  sold, 
and  for  five  yeara  thereafter. 

The  eoromittee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  grant  landa  to  the  extent  contemplated 
in  the  reaotntion ;  but  that  it  ia  just  and  expedient  to 
grant  a  per  centum,  to  a  reasonable  extent,  on  the 
amount  of  aalea  of  pnblie  lands,  for  tha  purpose  of 
promoting  education  in  sadi  of  the  States  aa  have  not 
leeoivad  ^  aid  of  tha  General  Oovemmant,  diatrib- 


nting  the  amount  among  the  several  States,  according 
to  the  population  of  each;  and  that  justice  would  re> 
quire  an  equivalent  &om  the  United  States  to  the 
States  and  Territories  which  contain  public  lands,  if 
it  should  ba  deemed  advisable  to  make  the  donation 
to  the  old  Statea  recommended  in  this  report ;  and 
Uiey  are  of  opinion  that,  in  that  event,  it  wiU  be  ei»- 
tirely  jurt  to  sul^eet  to  taxation,  tnr  andi  State  or  Tar- 
rituy,  all  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  tiierein* 
from  and  after  the  day  on  which  they  may  ba  aold. 

GxvamAL  Lxxn  Omca,  Feb.  2,  tSSl. 
Sia:  Agreeably  to  yonr  letter  of  SOUi  ultimo^  I 
trauunit  herevrith  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  lands 
in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Uissiaitpfn,  Illinois  and 
Alabama,  ahowing  the  quantity  aurveyed  in  each,  tba 
quantity  unsorveyed,  and  the  amount  of  one  thlrty- 
siith  part  of  the  surveyed  and  unsurveyed  lands. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

J08IAH  MEIGS. 

Hon.  J.  B.  TsoKAB, 

Chairman  Com.  PubHc  Lands. 
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On  motioa,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  that 
the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  12ut  of  May  last,  transmitting  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  of  claims  of 
cilizeos  of  the  United  States  for  Spanish  spc^- 
tions,  be  jninted  for  die  use  of  the  Senate;  on 
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motion,  bjr  Bilr.  Lowrib,  it  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  ImU  to  reward  Lieutenant  Qtegffff  his  o& 
and  eompanions ;  and  the  bill  to  estaUish  a 
new  land  office  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  uid 
tor  the  belter  radiation  of  certain  Und  dutricts 
in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Missiasippi,  were 
eereraUy  md  the  seoond  time. 

The  laat  mentioited  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  re^tort  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance^  on  the  petition  of 
Jaines  Graham ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanfobd, 
h,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  same  commit- 
tee on  the  petitions  of  Joshua  Aubin  and  William 
Whitehead  were  postponed  to  Monday  next 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
mtitled  "An  act  for  the  relirf  of  Robert  Buntin 
nnd  a  billj  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  col- 
leetors  of  the  customs  to  pay  debentnrei  issued  on 
^e  e]qmrtation  of  loaf  smr  and  s^its  distilled 
fnm  molasses in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

THE  BAKKRUPT  BILL. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
mptcy. 

Hr.  H0LHG8,  of  Maine,  conduded  his  speech 
■gainst  the  bill ;  If r.  Hnvna  spoke  in  faror  of 
it;  Hr.  Macoh  aaaioBt  it;  and  Mr.  Van  Dtke 
concluded  the  debate  fay  some  ronaiks  in  favor 
ofthebUl. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  tmstpone  the  bUl 
indefinitely  was  then  dcided  as  faUows : 

Tiis — Messrs.  Bftrbottr>  Eaton,  King  of  AUbuim, 
Macon,  Morril,  PleMtnts,  Roberta,  Smitii,  Walker  of 
Ahbuna,  ud  Willisms  of  TtonesBee — 10. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Dana,  Dickenon, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaitlard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Miasissippi,  Horwj,  Hunter,  jebnion  of  KcDtucky, 
Jdmsoa  of  Loaisiana,  King  of  New  Toik,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowris,  Mills,  Otia^  Palmer,  Pamtt, 
Pinkney,  SanfM,  Stokes^  Talkot,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
TSdieaar,  TibnUo,  Van  Djks,  and  Williams  of  Mis- 
nnppi--33. 

So  the  Senate  ceftised  to  pwtpcme  the  bill  indef- 
initely ;  in  o^w  words,  to  reject  it 

Satdrday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Job 
Shurboro,  of  Maine,  praying  to  m  reimbursed  in 
certain  expoises  incurred,  and  compensated  for 
services  rendered,  in  the  army,  during  the  late  war ; 
and  the  petition  -was  read,  and  r«erred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Blaine,  sulxoittedthe  foUowii^ 
motion  for  consideratiMi : 

.  Pisofcsrf,  That  the  ComMitteew  Finanee  be  instmet- 
•d  to  ioqabra  into  the  expedient  of  altoxtng  the  act, 
entilM  "An  act  fat  enrolUng  and  Hoannng  ^Ufa  01 
vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  eossting  trade  and  fish- 
Wiea,  and  fcr  regnlatiDg  the  same." 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  R^tesentatiTes, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bobect  Buntin," 
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and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  nithorize  the  col* 
letioTS  of  customs  to  pay  dcbentwes  issued  <m  1^ 
exportation  of  loaf  sugar,  and  snirits  distilled  fton 
molasses,"  were  sermlly  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Uwk,  Jr.  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  conaidor  the  report  oi 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  oa  the  leeohilim 
of  the  4th  December  last,  to  commute  the  punish* 
ment  of  the  crime  of  piracy ;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  die  report  o[ 
the  Committee  on  Public  I^nds  on  the  resolution 
of  the  11th  January  last,  to  grant  lands  for  the 
purposes  of  education  within  the  limits  of  the  old 
States ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  St^e^  as  anwndedj  and  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Ifonse  have  pasaed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makuig  appropriatkms  for 
the  support  of  Goveramoit  ror  the  year  1821;" 
and  a  nil,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  estaUish 
certain  poet  roads;"  in  which  UUb  they  request  the 
ccmcurroice  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  coneurr«iee 
were  sevmdly  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent ; 
and  the  first  mentioned  oill  was  refeired  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance ;  and  the  last  mentioned 
bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RcooLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  01 
Thomas  W.  Todd ;  whicn  was  read- 
Mr.  TnoMAB,  mm  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Alexander  Montgomery;  and 
the  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  Noble,  £com  the  Committee  on  Pensitms, 
made  an  uniavorable  report  on  the  petition  01 
Dean  Weymouth;  which  was  read. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Johnsok,  of  Looist- 
ana,  on  yestoday,  to  r^int  the  Message  of  dw 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  last  seaaioB, 
respecting  claims  for  Spanish  spoUatka^  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Cmnmittee  on  the  Judiciary, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Thomas  Oxley,  was 
coBsideref^  and  concuired  in. 

RfiLIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  purehuNers  of  pnUie 
lands. 

The  amoidmaits  reported  br  the  Committee  oa 
die  Public  Lands,  to  which  the  lull  was  recom- 
mitted on  Wednoday  last,  including  the  amend- 
mokt  offered  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  woe 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and,  hav- 
ing been  severaUy  agreed  to,  woe  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  LowRis  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  new  3d 
section  (as  jKopoaed  hf  Ut.  Eih«)  tlie  words,  "ftt 
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■  priee  less  than  tbiee  dolten,"  and  alio,  out  of 
tu  same  aetiion,  the  words  "  uad  Uu^  oa  all  wach 
drtitt  which  may  have  arisen  fram  die  purehase  of 
public  Undjit  or  above  three  dollars  uie  aere,  at 
the  rate  of  33^  per  cent,  thall  be  allowsed." 

This  proposition  was  negatired  by  jreas  and 
nays — 28  roCes  to  13,  as  follows: 

Tu»— Mnm.  Chuidlar,  Dsn*,  Dtdwraon,  bight, 
LuUMD,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mscod,  Roberto,  Buford, 
Talbot,  and  Trimbla. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baiboar,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
GaUlard,HolmMof  MaiDa,Holinflaof  MiuiMippi,  Hun- 
ter, JtduisoD  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Iioaisiana,  King 
of  AhbsM,  Kmt  of  New  York,  MUls,  Horril,  Noble, 
Otkf  Panatt»  Plsnssots,  Roggiss,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tho- 
mss,  Ttcbonor,  Van  Dykn,  Walker  of  AUbama,  Wal- 
ker (tf  Geeig^  WiUiaaiB  <rf' Mississippi,  and  Williams 
of  Tannwee. 

The  BCTcral  amendmentB  were  then  ooncnrred 
in  by  the  Senate^  with  some  additional  provisions, 
amCH^pt  them  one  offered  by  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Alabama,  to  extend  the  relief  to  purchasers  who 
hare  laid  cff  towns  on  tlieir  land,  and  those  who 
hold  lots  or  coutiffuoas  land  nnder  them. 

The  \all  was  then  orden^  to  be  engroaaed  for 
a  third  reading — 36  to  5,  as  follows : 

Tbas-— Moa««.Barbo[ir,Dickerseo,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
EUiolt,  GaiUard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Hoknss  of  Mis- 
•iMippi,  Horsey,  Hnnter,  Johnson  ot  Kentucky,  John- 
son Lonisisna,  King  of  Alabama,  King  at  New 
York,  Lanmsn,  Lloyd,  Mills,  Mocril,  Noble,  Otis, 
^rsett.  neasants,  Rngglss,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Thmnas,  Ti^enor,  Trimble,  Van 
I»yka,  Waller  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  WU- 
Uama  of  Mississippi,  and  WilUama  of  Tennessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chandler,  Dana,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
and  Roberts. 

The  Senate  took  np  and  considered  the  bill  to 
establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
oat  the  United  States,  as  amended;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  12. 

Mr.  LLOTn  preseoted  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  nnderwriters  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
suggesting  to  Congress  the  expediency  of  auement- 
inf  the  naval  force  of  the  Umted  States  in  the  Pa- 
cific ocean,  to  an  extent  eonal  to  the  protection  of 
our  ciMimieree  there ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  r^rred  to  the  CoDunittee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tiona. 

The  bill,  entitled  «  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ro- 
bert Bnntin"  was  read  the  secwd  ttm^  and  re- 
fened  to  the  Committee  on  Publie  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  Uie  col- 
lectoTS  of  eostoms  to  pay  debentures  issued  on  the 
exportation  of  loaf  sugar,  and  spirits  distilled  from 
mdasses,"  was  read  me  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
totes. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represenlatires 
of  Aieander  Miaatgaaurfj  deonsed,  was  read  the 
seccmd  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Chims,  on  the  petition  of  Tho- 
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mas  W.  Todd ;  and,  on  motion  by  BIr.  pLBAiAina,. 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LowBiB  eommimicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania ;  which  were  reacL 
"M  the  General  Aatemhly  of  the  CtmmonweaUk<tf 
Penntybmnia  ; 

"  Xeaohed  by  the  Sen^t  and  Bout  of  R^neent^ 
tme.  That  onr  SenatMs  and  RepreaaiitatiTes  in  Con- 
greis  bs  rsquasted  to  uss  their  axanims  in  proenrhic 
the  passage  of  a  law,  providing  fiir  the  removal  of  the 
obatracttoQs  in  the  entrance  of  Erio  harbor ;  and  that 
this  Commonwealth  will  cooperate  with  the  United 
States  in  the  accomplishmsnt  of  tliat  object. 

<*  Reaohed,  That  the  Governor  be  j-eqasated  to  trana- 
mit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolation  to  each  of  onr 
Senators  and  Rapresentatives  in  the  Congreas  of  the 
United  States. 

"JOHN  OILMORE, 
«  Speaker  of  the  Hwae  of  Rqtreeentatieet. 

"WM.  MARKS,  Jtt., 
"  Speaker  of  the  SenaU. 
"Ai^iroved  Febraaiy  1, 18SI. 

"JOSEPH  HIESTER." 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  petititm  of 
Dean  Weymouth :  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  RouiBa, 
of  Maine,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  Gteorge  Jackson;  and  it  was  postponed  itttil 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Ijanda  on  Ae 
Toolution  of  the  11th  January  last^  to  gnat  lands 
for  the  purposes  of  education  withm  me  limits 
the  old  States }  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Thomab, 
it  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

A  resolution  rabmitted  by  Mr.  H01.MBB,  of 
Maine,  on  Saturday^  to  instmct  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  inquire  uto  the  expediency  of  alteting 
the  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  Tosswa 
to  be  emploved  in  the  coastiiu^  tnule  and  &ihmm, 
Ac.,  waa  tmkea  np  and  agreed  to. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  Senate  took  up  successively  the  reports  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  unfavtvable  to  the 
petitions  of  James  Qraham,  William  Whit^cad, 
and  Joshua  Aubin. 

[The  petitioners  state  that,  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1814,  they,^being  snlgects  of  Great  Britain, 
imported  certain  Britidi  goods  into  Caatin^aport 
of  the  United  States,  tfaoi  in  the  possession  ch  ±b 
British,  with  whinn  the  United  States  were  at 
war ;  that  they  entered  the  goods  at  the  Britidi 
custoro-houae,  and  paid  the  duties ;  that  at  the 
time  the  United  States  r^ained  the  possesuon,  dke 
ccdlector  demanded  the  duties  and  toat  they  paid 
thnnj  and  they  pray  that  the  duties  so  paid  may 
be  refunded.] 

Mr.  Otis  moved  to  revene  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittee and  instruct  it  to  iHriog  in  bills  for  the  relief 
of  the  petitioners ;  and  after  a  long  debate  in  which 
the  reports  were  defended  by  Messrs.  Holhbb,  of 
Blaine,  Eaton,  and  Macon,  and  were  tq^Kwed  by 
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Messrs.  Otis,  Mills,  Dana,  Sanford,  King,  of 
New  York,  and  Lanman, 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  committee 
were  directed  to  report  bills  accordinglf . 

BANKRUPl'  BILL. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
Inll  to  estabUsh  a  system  of  bankm^cy.  A  num- 
ber of  amendments  were  made  to  its  details,  and 
others  were  offered,  on  which,  as  well  as  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  a  good  deal  of  debate  took  place, 
in  which  Messrs.  Vak  Dyke,  Talbot,  Otib, 
Mills,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine,  chiefly  partici- 
pated. 

Mr.  Talbot  closed  his  remarks  against  the  bill 
by  offering  the  following  motion : 

Retohed,  That  the  bill  to  eatabliflh  an  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  Stalea  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciar;,  with 
instxnctiooi  to  report  amendments  thereto  which  shall 
Mcoie  t«  all  elaasn  of  the  commaoity,  other  than  the 
dflMtip^nsof  pereons  contained  in  ttte  first  aection  of 
the  bU^  the  privilege,  at  their  eleven,  of  beeomiDg 
TOlontary  bankrnple,  wilb  the  consent  and  approbation 
of  a  major  part  in  value  of  all  the  creditors  of  such 
voluntary  bankrupt,  previously  obtained  and  duly  cer- 
tified ;  and  further  providing  that  such  bankrupt  ahall 
be  subjected  to  the  same  proceedings,  and  liable  to  the 
aame  penalties,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  and  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges,  benefits,  and  advantages,  as  are 
prorided  fin>»  and  made  applicable  to,  all  other  bank- 
rapts  by  the  regulations  of  the  said  bill. 

To  allow  this  motion,  and  an  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Holheb,  of  Maine,  (not  affecting  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,)  to  be  printed,  the  hill  was  laid  on 
the  taUe. 

RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  purchas- 
ers of  public  lands,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  LowBiE  observed,  that,  from  the  course  this 
hill  had  taken,  he  found  himself  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion in  which  his  views  without  some  explanation 
might  be  misunderstood.  He  asked  the  attention 
of  the  Senate,  while  he  compared  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  just  read,  with  the  one  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

This  subject  was  brooght  before  Congress  by 
the  President's  Message— -by  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  by  a  large  number  of 
petitions,  as  well  as  by  resolutions  offered  by  gen- 
tlemen in  both  Houses.  All  these  were  referred  to 
^e  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Being  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  I  know  something  of  the 
difficulty  and  embarrassment  they  experienced  in 
coming  to  a  conclusion,  and  in  digesting  a  systeio, 
that,  without  going  too  far,  would  give  such  equi- 
table relief  as  tke  situation  of  the  country  required. 
At  that  time,  sir,  I  was  among  the  warmest  iriends 
of  this  measure;  and  few  gentlemen,  except  those 
whose  constituents  were  immediately  interested, 
were  willing  to  give  relief  to  the  same  extent  that 
appeari^  to  me  equitable ;  I  am  still  willing  to  go 
as  nr  as  was  at  first  proposed. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  has  been 
Tcry  aUy  elucidated  by  the  observations  of  the 
two  members  frcun  lUinois,  and  \tf  the  gentle- 


Febrcarv,  1821. 


man  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Jounsoh.)  I  bad  also 
gleaned  some  arguments  which  escaped  those  gen- 
tlemen, and  which  were  intended  to  nave  bmi  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  in  favor  of  that  bill  if  it  nad 
been  necessary.  It  would  have  eiren  me  great 
pleasure  to  have  done  so,  because  the  provisions  of 
that  bill  had  the  sanctton  of  my  judgment,  and 
was  in  accordaDce  with  the  feeliags  of  my  heart. 
That  IttU  contained  three  principles,  which,  in  my 
view,  covered  the  whole  justice  and  equity  of  the 
case.  The  first  was  the  permission  to  sunrenda 
any  portion  of  the  land,  and  apply  the  payments 
to  the  part  retained.  The  second  offered  an  in- 
ducement for  prompt  payment  bv  giving  a  db- 
count,  which  was  afterwards  fixeo  by  the  Senate 
at  37^  per  cent.  The  third  authorized  the  pay- 
ment by  eieht  annual  instalments,  without  inter- 
est, and  without  limitation  as  to  quantity.  This 
provision  was  afterwards  so  limited  by  the  Senate 
as  to  apply  to  330  acres  oolv,  and  an  oath  was  re- 
quired Irom  each  person  embraciDg  this  provision, 
stating  that  he  held  no  more  land  unpaid  for  than 
320  acres.  A  section  was  also  added  releasing  all 
interest  now  due.  Now,  I  beg  leave  to  remindtbe 
Senate  that  it  was  in  support  of  this  bill,  with 
these  provisions,  that  the  able  speeches  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, to  whom  I  have  alluded,  were  made. 
With  them  I  acted  in  concat  until  they  abandoned 
the  bill  they  had  so  ably  supported. 

But,  sir,  that  hilt  has  oeen  postponed.  We  have 
now  to  pass  upon  another  uid  a  very  different  one, 
to  which  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Saiate  while 
I  examine  its  provisions. 

The  first  section  contains  the  principle  of  the 
first  bill  word  for  word.  Connected  as  it  is,  how- 
ever, with  the  subsequent  provisions,  it  promises 
no  practical  effects.  Before  I  resume  my  seat,  I 
will  show  that  this  principle,  great  and  valuable 
as  it  was  in  the  former  bill,  will,  in  this  one,  be 
almost  entirely  inoperative.  The  second  section 
releases  the  interest  due ;  in  this  it  coincides  with 
the  first  bill.  The  third  section  contains  the  fol- 
lowing provisions : 

To  purchasers  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
upwards  per  acre,  a  discount  of  33(  per  cent  is 

§iTen,  and  to  those  who  purchased  at  a  rate  less 
lan  three  dollars,  a  discount  of  25  per  cent 
The  residue  of  the  debt  thus  reduced,  is  divided 
into  diree  classes,  ^^hose  purchasers  who  have 
made  one  payment  form  the  first  class;  the  secmd 
comprises  those  who  have  made  two  payments; 
and  those  who  have  made  three  payments,  form 
the  third. 

The  debt  of  the  first  class  is  made  payable  in 
eight,  the  second  class  in  six,  and  the  third  class 
in  four  annual  instalments  respeclivdy.  The 
debt  on  each  instalment  bears  interest,  but  it  is  pro- 
vided that  this  interest  shall  be  remitted,  on  the 
instalments  being  punctually  paid. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  to  me  matter  of  astonishment  that, 
with  these  provisioni,  the  Senate  are  about  to  pass 
this  bill. 

The  princiidecrfdiscrimination  between  the  pur- 
chasers above  and  those  below  three  doUars  is  to 
me  peculiarly  objectionable.  I  cannot  reooncile 
it  with  any  sound  principle  of  le^slatioi.  If  an^ 
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discrimination  be  made,  it  sboold  be  the  reverse 
of  this — the  preference  should  be  gireo  to  the  man 
who  caltivates  the  land.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  poorer  class  purchased 
theii  land  at  the  minimum  price — ^while  your  land 
merchant  (I  do  not  use  the  vord  speculator)  at- 
tended joat  sales  and  botight  the  choice  land,  with 
a  Tiev  to  his  awn  pro&L  I  know,  hy  our  regula- 
tions ibr  the  sale  of  public  lands,  no  distinction 
has  beoi  made  heretofore,  and,  therefore,  none  is 
now  expedient;  but  my  feelings  towards  these 
two  claraes  are  very  difierent,  and,  if  an  extra  favor 
is  now  to  be  given,  I  would  bestow  it  on  the  man 
who  earns  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  face. 

Sir,  this  point  was  aiscussed  last  Saturday,  and 
it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  arguments  then 
tised.  In  support  of  the  principle,  it  was  stated, 
that  this  provision  was  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  purchased  at  a  high  rate  south  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  But  high  prices  were  also  ^ven  north 
oi  the  Ohio  rirer.  In  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
IllincHs,  and  Missouri,  the  sum  received,  up  to  the 
30th  Sffltember,  1819,  above  minimum  pnce,  was 
$1,179,179;,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  of 
this  was  at  a  price  above  three  dollars  the  acre, 
and  thus  it  appears  that,  in  the  last  mentioned 
States,  you  carry  this  invidious  distinction.  It 
is  a  singular  fact,  also,  that  the  purchaser  at  9275 
per  acre,  will,  where  three  payments  are  now  due, 
owe  a  larger  sum  than  if  he  hadpurchasedat  three 
doU&rs. 

But  these  objections  are  of  minor  importance, 
when  compared  with  the  other  provisions.  After 
reducing  the  debt  by  33^  and  2o  per  cent,  you  pro- 
pose to  give  eight,  six,  and  four  years  credit,  and 
release  the  interest  on  the  instalments,  if  paid 
when  doe.  If  we  take  the  interest  which  will 
become  due  on  these  instalments,  it  brings  us  to 
the  following  results:  eight  years,  27-  six  years, 
21 ;  and  four  years,  15  per  cent.  If  tne  discount 
is  teken,  we  find  the  following :  eight  yeus,20^ ; 
rix  yean^  16} ;  four  years,  12|  per  cenL  Neither 
of  mese  modes  of  calculation,  however,  is  the  pro- 
pet  one  to  be  applied  to  thu  subject.  I  nave  there- 
fore taken  the  mean  between  tne  two,  which  pro- 
duces the  following :  eight  years,  23} ;  six  years, 
1^ ;  four  years,  131  pet  cent.  By  adding  these 
reflective  sums  to  the  discount  given  in  tne  bill, 
the  extent  oi  the  reduction  is  ascertained : 

1st  class  8  years  23}  +  23^  «  57 
3d        6        18}  +  33}i-52 
3d        4        13} -H  33}  — 47 
In  the  irat  class,  three  original  payments  ate  due ; 
IB  the  second  class,  two ;  and  in  the  third  class, 
one.  The  average  reduction  on  each  original 
{tymcDt,  therefore,  is  53}  per  centum. 

1st  class  8  yean  23}  +  SS  =  48} 
2d        6        18f  +  25=p=43l 
3d         4  13}-f-25»38} 
In  these  cases  the  average  reduction  on  the 
or^nal  payments  is  45^  per  cent.   The  mean 
hetween  43}  and  45}  is  49  per  cent.,  which  is  the 
nrenge  reduction  on  the  whole  debt  due  from  the 
pirehasas  of  ptthlie  land.   Besides  all  this,  the 
mtemt  now  due  is  remitted.   These  results  cao- 
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not  be  disputed;  they  are  as  certain  as  figures 

themselves. 

With  these  facts  in  view,  let  me  ask  the  Senate 
of  what  use  is  the  first  section  of  this  bill  ?  Will 
any  individual  surrendn  part  of  his  land  to  |Miv 
for  the  residue,  when  he  can  pay  his  debts  with 
51  cents  in  the  dollar.  If  this  fninciple  has  any 
operation,  it  will  only  be  when  the  land  is  not 
worth  half  the  price  at  which  It  was  ori^aUy 
purchased ;  and  land  only  of  the  most  uferior 
quality  will  be  surrendered  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  L.  observed,  if  this  bill  is  passed,  more  will 
be  done  than  any  person  has  yet  asked  for.  He 
referred  to  the  petitions  signed  by  thousands.  AU 
that  was  asked  or  expected  was  a  reduction  of  the 
existing  debt  to  the  present  minimum  |H'ice.  But, 
pass  this  bill,  and  you  lay  the  ground  for  [vesent 
aiscontent  among  the  inhabitants,  and  of  future 
api^ication  for  ruief  to  other  classes.  Will  A  be 
satisfied  to  pay  you  $1  25  per  acre,  when  you  have 
reduced  the  debt  of  B  from  $2  to  Ql  7  Will  the 
Legislature  of  the  Nation  refuse  to  hear  the  man 
who  tells  them,  that,  with  great  sacrifice  and 
exertion,  he  paid  his  debt  to  the  last  farthing ;  that 
his  neighbor,  who  made  no  such  exertion  or  saeri- 
fice,  has  been  relieved  of  half  his  burden  ?  But, 
suppose  this  class  rejected ;  will  you,  after  passing 
this  bill,  refuse  to  near  those  whose  lands  have 
been  forfeited?  They  will  show  by  the  recwds 
of  the  Treasury,  that  from  them  you  have  received 
$412,670.  In  the  Cincinnati  district  alone,  they 
will  show  you  $130,756.  They  will  plead  the 
provisions  of  this  bill ;  and  I  do  not  see  on  what 
principle  you  can  refuse  them. 

In  this  bill  you  have  entirely  lost  sight  of  the 
system  of  prompt  payment.  That  part  of  the  sys- 
tem is  at  this  time  one  of  no  ordinary  importance. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  the  re- 
ceipts from  land,  for  the  ensuing  year,  at  not  more 
than  $1,600,000,  unless  some  inducement  for 
prompt  payinent  should  he  offered.  Withproper 
mdticements.  he  eetimates  the  receipts  at  $2^00,' 
000.  The  dijSbence  between  these  two,  in  the 
present  embarrassed  situation  of  the  Treasury,  is 
not  to  be  disr^rded.  This  advantage  wasstrong- 
ty  relied  upon  m  pressing  the  first  biOon  the  favor- 
able attention  of  the  Senate.  In  the  bill  now  be- 
fore us  nothing  is  retained  that  will  be  of  imme- 
diate advantage  to  the  Treasury,  and  the  estimate 
of  the  officer  at  the  head  of  that  Departmait  is 
disregarded. 

It  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure  to  have 
voted  for  a  bill  giving  reliefon  this  subject.  Had 
Uie  first  bUl  been  sustained  by  the  Senate,  I  would 
have  given  it  all  the  support  in  my  power.  It  is 
not  a  eonmoD  or  a  cold  feeling  I  have  for  the 
persons  interested  in  this  measure.  Many  of  my 
neighbors  and  acquaintances  have  removed  tof 
and  settled  in  the  States  concerned.  My  best 
wishes  are  f<»  their  ftospaity ;  and,  if  the  whole 
subject  should  fidl  by  its  own  weight,  which  ia  at 
least  a  probable  event,  I  am  not  to  Uame—mj* 
course  on  this  measure  has  been  a  liberal  one;  it 
has  been  conustent  and  tmifotm. 

The  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence. 
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Tdesday,  February  13. 
The  credentials  of  Elijah  H.  Mills,  ai^iattd 
a  Seoatcff  bjr  the  LegislaUire  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
saohusetts  for  the  term  of  six  years,  eommaieinff 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  were  read,  and 
laid  on  file. 

Mr.  Lamman  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Pariah  and  oth^  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Windham,  in  the  State  of  CoDoecticut,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  certain  post  route;  and 
the  memorial  vaa  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office^  &e. 

Mr.  Rdooueb  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Caldwell  and  others,  inhatdtants  of  Morgan  and 
Qnernney  coonties,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  certain  post  route ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office,  &e. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Pancoast,  made  a  report  refusing  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner ;  which  wax  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
nderation  of  the  resolution  of  the  12th  of  January, 
"  to  inquire  whether  there  are  any  obstructions  to 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  which  were  placed  there  by  the 
American  shim  Uockaded  during  the  late  war. 
and,  if  any,  wnat  measures  ought  to  be  adoptea 
for  the  remoTal  of  such  obstractiDns and  it  was 
referred  to  die  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Mills,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  refmed  the  petition  of  Sam- 
uel Parker,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
to  extend  tne  term  of  Samuel  Parker's  patents,  for 
his  improvement  in  carrying  and  flQishing  leathn 
of  all  Kinds ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read, 
and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish 
a  new  land  office  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and 
for  the  better  regulation  of  catain  land  districts  in 
the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi ;  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsidoation  of  the 
rnort  of  die  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petitioa 
m  George  Jackson ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bab- 
BOUR,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  airstem  of  bankruptcjr, 
the  question  being  on  the  motion,  made  by  Mr. 
Talbot,  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions  so 
to  modify  it  as  to  allow  all  other  classes,  as  well 
as  merchants,  to  become  bankrupts,  on  their  vd- 
untary  application  to  avail  tbemKlves  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act 

Mesns.  Van  Dtkb  uid  Lankan  opposed  the 
motion,  the  latter  at  some  length ;  and  Mr.  Talbot 
advocated  it. 

The  rnKstion  beiag  token  on  agreeing  to  the 
motion,  It  was  decided  in  the  negauve,  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

Tbab— Mesns.  Buboor,  Chandler,  Holme*  of  Mafaw, 
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JohiMon  of  Kratncky,  Macon,  Honil,  PlMsaats,  Bog- 
gles, Snilh.  8tok«^,  Talbot,  WsJker  of  Ahbuns,  and 
Walkw  of  Georgia— 18. 

Nats— Messrs.  DickersoD,  Elliott,  OaiUard,  H<dm« 
of  Mississippi,  Horsey,  Hooter,  King  of  New  Yoik* 
Knight,  Lannian,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  MiUs,  N<^l*,  Otist 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Roberts,  Saoford,  Thomas,  Tichenor, 
Trimble,  Tan  Dyke,  WUItams  of  Misnssippi,  and  Wil- 
llama  of  TeoDeasee — S4. 

So  the  proposition  to  recommit  and  amend  the 
bill  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  was  stated  on  the  following 
amendment,  suboiitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  as  a  new  section : 

"  8>c.  3.  And  be  it  furi&er  enacted,  That  whenever 
aoy  person,  resident  wtthin  tho  United  Staiaa,  not  be> 
ing  a  merchant  or  person  actuaUy  nsiug  the  trade  of 
merchandise  by  buying  and  aelling  in  grots  or  by  re- 
tail, nor  dealing  in  eichange,  nor  as  a  banker,  brokw, 
factor,  underwriter,  or  maiiae  inanrcr,  dull  do  or  rat 
fer  any  act  or  thing  whidi  is  herein  described,  or  de> 
dared  to  be  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  any  one  creditor,  or 
a  greater  number,  being  partner*,  whose  single  debt 
shall  amount  to  five  huodred  dollars,  or  any  two  or 
more  creditors  whose  debts  shall  amount  to  one  thous- 
and dollars,  may  petition,  in  writing,  against  such  per- 
son in  the  same  manner,  and  the  same  proceedings 
shall  be  had  therein,  as  directed  and  prescribed  in  the 
second  section  of  this  act;  and  the  commissioners  de- 
Rgnated  by  the  said  judge  shall,  moreover,  issue  a 
summons  under  their  hands  and  sed,  nottfying  and 
commanding  such  person  to  appear  at  a  certdn  tigae 
and  place  befinw  said  oommiasioDflrs,  to  show  cause 
why  he  or  ahe  may  not  be  declared  a  bankrapt,  and 
the  same  eommiasioners  shall  cause  persond  ssrriee  to 
be  made  on  such  pereon,  and  reasoiuAIc  notice  of  the 
time  and  {rfaoe  to  be  ^ven ;  and  if  soch  person  shall 
not  appear,  or,  appearing,  aball  consent  to  a  commia- 
sion  of  bankruptcy,  then,  and  not  otherwise,  such  per- 
son ma;  be  dedaicd  a  bankmp^  and  shdl  be  sabgect 
to  all  the  provisions  of  this  act 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  deemed  the  argument  against 
Mr.  Talbot's  proposition  as  applicable  to  this 
amendment,  and  therefore  did  not  conceive  it  ne- 
cessary to  add  anr  diimg  on  this  question,  except 
to  say  thatj  were  he  a  lumer,  he  should  not  dcsiie 
to  place  this  power  in  the  hands  of  his  creditors. 

Mr.  Holmes  defoided  his  amendment  in  detail, 
and  at  some  length. 

Mr.  KiMG,  of  New  York,  nwke  against  the  pro^ 
ositioD,  and  in  suwort,  briefly,  of  the  expediency 
and  constimtionality  of  a  single  bankrupt  system, 
applicable  only  to  the  trading  class. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied  to  Mr.  Kinq,  and  aivtied 
in  support  of  the  justice  of  extending  the  biU  to 
farmers  and  other  classes,  as  well  as  traders,  to 
which  the  consent  of  the  debtor  being  rendered 
necessary,  obviated  all  objection ;  stating,  in  con- 
clusion, that  if  the  amendment  did  not  prevail,  he 
should  attempt  an  amendment,  to  confine  the  ope- 
ration of  the  bill  ent^y  to  dealings  between  mer^ 
chant  and  merchant,  and  m  leave  the  claims  of 
others  on  them  unimpaired. 

Mr.  Var  Dtkb  arpied  to  riiow  that  die  amand- 
ment  would  produce  an  incongraity  in  the  tystem, 
and  was  in  priuci]^  inexpedient 

The  qnestioa  was  then  jut  on  the  amcndmeat. 
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and  -wn  decided  ia  the  negative,  ytu  ud  vmys, 
as  fi^wa: 


TsA* — Mcam.  Bubonr,  Ob«niIIer,  E«too,  Holmei 
of  Mane,  Holmwof  Mmnippi,  Knight,  Macon,  Ples' 
■ants.  RaggleB,  tkmHh,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walk«r 
of  Georgia,  and  WiUiana  of  TrnnMwe — 13. 

NAtt — Meam.  Dickanon,  Elliott,  Qtillatd,  Honey, 
Hnntar,  Johnson  of  Kentocky,  Johnaon  of  I<oaiaiana, 
Kiag  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  Yoik,  Lanman,  Llojd, 
Lowri**  MiOa,  Otic,  Parrott,  Kobmta,  Sanfonl,  BUtkea, 
Tdbol»  Themu,  Tksbraor.  Trinbla,  Tan  Syka,  and 
WUIana  of  Bfiatriaaippi— iM. 

So  this  amendment  was  also  rejected. 

Mr.  Babbode  then  mored  the  amendment  which 
he  had  intimated,  and  which  was  to  insert  a  clause 
]»oTiding  that,  in  the  diridend  of  a  bankrupt's  es- 
tate the  debts  dbe  to  those  iriiose  occupation  ex- 
elnaed  them  from  the  operation  of  the  act,  shoald 
first  be  paid.  Mr.  B.  spoke  briefly,  to  show  that, 
aa  other  dasses  were  not  to  hare  the  ben^ts  of 
the  hw,  thef  ought  not  to  suffer  by  it,  and  that, 
therefore,  it  ought  to  be  confined  to  debts  between 
merchants,  and  not  affect  the  lien  of  the  fanner. 

Mr.  Llotd  argued  that  this  amendment,  so  far 
from  haviog  the  effect  to  preserre  or  guard  the  in- 
terest of  the  farmers,  would  destroy  all  the  chance 
which  the  bill  now  ^ve  them  of  dCTiviug  any  good 
from  it,  and  would,  in  fact,  be  absolutely  injunoos 
to  their  IntercKL 

Mr.  Barboor  replied,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  rejoined, 
in  iUnslratton  and  support  of  their  opinions  on  the 
e^ct  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Vak  Dtkb  contended  that  the  amendment 
was  totally  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  a 
banluupc  system. 

The  amendment  was  ne^tived— yeas  11. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  reeeiving  a  report  neceasary  to  be  acted  on 
tD>day. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  BABBona  then,  from  the  joint  sdect  com- 
mittee aiqwinted  on  the  suliject,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing raolations : 

Xttohtd,  That  tba  two  Houses  shall  aMombla  in 
the  Chambar  ^  the  Honaa  of  RepTeaantatires  on  Wed* 
neaday  next,  at  13  o'clock*  and .  the  Piesidsnt  of  the 
Senate  ahall  be  the  presiding  officer ;  that  one  person 
be  appointed  a  Teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
m  ake  a  list  of  the  votea  as  they  aball  be  declared ;  Uiat 
the  result  iball  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  who  shall  annouoce  the  state  of  the  vote,  and 
Ute  peraona  elected,  to  Uie  two  Houaea  aaaembled  as 
dbrasaid ;  which  ^laU  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the 
ptraoDs  elected  President  and  Vice  Preudent  of  the 
Uaited  States,  and,  together  wiUi  a  list  of  the  rotes, 
be  cBtarad  on  the  Jonmabi  of  the  two  Hoosea. 

Saohedy  That  if  any  objection  be  made  to  the  votes 
of  Miseouri,  and  the  connting  or  omitting  to  count 
which  ahall  not  essentially  change  the  result  of  ^e 
el«et»ui ;  in  that  ease  tbey  ahall  be  retorted  by  the 
Preaid»Bt  of  tba  Senate  in  the  followug  manner: 
W«i0  the  votee  of  Miaaeuri  to  be  counted,  ib»  result 
WDoU  be  for  A.  B.,  fcr  Ptesidrnt  of  the  United  Statea, 
votes;  if  not  counted,  ftr  A.  B.,  aa  Praaidaot  of 
the  Voitad  ^tes,        votes ;  bat,  in  eidiar  event,  A. 


B.  ia  elected  Preaident  of  the  United  States ;  and  in 
die  aame  manner  for  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Babbouh  explained,  in  detail,  the  reasons 
which  iafluenced  the  committee  in  adopting  the 
resolatioDs  which  it  recommended. 

Mr.  Kmo,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  particular 
reference  to  what  he  deemed  the  correct  coarse  of 
jffoceedinc  in  joint  meetings ;  thinking  it  consist- 
ent with  the  Constitution,  and  with  propriety,  that 
the  House  should  come  to  the  Senate,  if  the  apart- 
ment had  not  rendered  it  inconvenient ;  and  that, 
when  a  convenient  plan  should  be  completed  for 
joint  meetings,  he  hoped  the  practiee  heretofore 
prevailing  would  not  be  considered  in  the  lij^t  of 
a  precedent,  but  that  they  should  repair  thither, 
and  the  President  of  the  Senate  preside  in  the  joint 
meeting,  &c.  He  was  opposed  to  the  settlement 
of  any  litigated  question  in  joint  meeting,  where 
the  Senate,  as  a  body,  would  be  lost  ^  and  argued 
that,  whenever  any  such  should  arme,  it  would 
be  always  proper  that  the  two  Houses  should  sep- 
arate. 

Mr.  Macon  offered  some  remarks,  explanatory 
of  the  views  of  the  coBimittee  on  the  points  before 
them — some  thinking  the  votes  of  Missouri  ought 
to  be  received  and  counted,  and  othnrs  that  they 
ought  to  be  rejected;  that  they  had  agreed  on  the 
Mcond  tesolutum  ai  the  most  likely  course  to  reo- 
oncile  any  difficulty.  As  to  the  idace  of  meeting, 
the  Chamber  of  the  Senate  would  have  been  rec- 
ommended, fhe  was  understood  to  say,)  but  for 
the  reason  that  it  could  not  accommodate  com- 
fwtably  the  two  Houses. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  first  resolution,  it 
was  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

On  the  second  resolution  a  long  debate  took 
place.  It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Shitr,  Talbot, 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  and  Lahman,  on  vari- 
ous grounds ;  principally,  for  the  reasons  that  it 
was  not  competent  in  the  Senate  to  decide  such  a 
question  in  anticipation ;  that  the  proper  time  to 
consider  and  settle  it  was  the  day  appointed  by  the 
Constitution ;  that  the  two  Houses  would  not  be 
bound  to-morrow  by  this  report ;  that  it  was  use- 
less to  touch  the  question  now,  whether  Missouri 
was  a  Sate  or  not.  or  had  a  right  to  vot^  that 
her  votes  could  not  be  Iwilly  known  nawfAc. 

The  resf^ntion  was  wfended  1^  Messrs.  Bab- 
BOUB,  One,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentueky,  on  the 
grounds  Uwt,  as  the  question  would  certainly  arise 
to-morrow  in  joint  meeting,  it  was  much  better  to 
adjust  it  now,  and  prevent  all  difficulty  or  trouble : 
that  it  was  wrong  to  allow  the  pleasure  and  good 
feelings  growing  out  of  the  event  of  to-morrow^  a 
great  and  pleasing  incident  illustrative  of  our  free 
ustitutioDs,  to  be  disturbed  by  a  question  which 
oonld  be  so  well  settled  previously,  &c. 

Mr.  KiNQ,  of  New  York,  in  accordance  with  the 
opinions  he  had  submitted,  wi5hed  some  amend- 
ment introduced  to  prevent  the  mode  of  proceeding 
from  being  quoted  as  a  precedent  hei«after — an 
amendment  declaring  that,  if  any  question  should 
arise  rdative  to  any  votes,  in  joint  meeting,  that 
the  two  Hoiues  would  separate  to  consider  the 
ease,  and  not  decide  it  joinUy. 

Mr.  Babboub  said  tluit,  on  the  present  oeeasion, 
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as  the  election  could  not  be  affected  by  the  TOtes 
of  any  one  Stale,  no  difficulty  could  arise:  and  that 
it  was  his  intention  hereaftn-  to  bring  the  sutgeet 
up,  to  remedy  what  he  considered  a  eaiua  onttnu 
in  the  Constitution,  either  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
if  that  should  appear  sufficient,  or,  if  not,  by  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  itsof. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  also  agreed  to  *, 
and  the  Senate  atfjoumed. 


WEDKEaoAY,  February  14. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Teller  on  their  part,  in  pursuance  of  the  report  of 
the  joint  committee  appointed  to  consider  and  re- 
port a  mode  of  ezanuDing  the  votes  for  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  Mt. 
Babboob  was  appointed. 

Mr.  Kniqbt  presented  the  petition  of  Lemuel 
White,  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  a  potsion  i  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  JoBNSOH,  of  Louisiana,  jvesented  the  me- 
morial of  Francois  Dufossat,  son  of  Guy  DufossaU 
representing  that  certain  forts  have  been  erected 
and  established  on  his  land  in  Orleans  county,  in 
said  State,  and  prayios  that  other  lands  may  be 
granted  to  him  of  equsd  value  in  lieu  thereof;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

Mr.  Sanfosd,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
in  pursuance  of  instructions  of  the  13th  instant, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Whitehead. 
Joshua  Aubio,  and  James  Graham;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  PaUic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  P.  P. 
Saint  Guirons  and  others,  French  emigrants,  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  tlut 
the  prayerofthepetitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  making  ap{aopriations  for  the  pub- 
lic buildings,"  reportm  it  with  ameadments ;  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  JoaHBON,of  Kentucky,laidonthe  table  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  him  to  the  President  of  the 
Back  of  the  United  States,  and  the  answer  there- 
to ;  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  term  of  Samuel  Parker's 
patents,  for  his  improvement  in  currvingandfinish- 
lagleather  of  all  cinds,  was  read  tne  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  ihs  ivpott  of 
the  Committee  on  ibe  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
William  Pancoast;  and  it  was  laid  on  tlw  taUe. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered  the  bill  to 
establishan  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States,  as  amended. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Knioht,  of  Rhode 
Island,  to  include  manofacturers  in  the  operation 
of  the  system.  On  which,  Mr  K.  made  the  fol- 
lowing r«narks : 


Mr.  Khiubt  said,  it  had  been  stated  by  the  hon- 
orable mover  oiihe  bill,  (Mr.  Yah  Dtke,)  that  it 
is  inteaded  particularly  for  those  who  are  sul^ect 
to  risks  and  losses,  in  their  lawful  business ;  for 
those  who  intrust  their  property  out  of  their  con- 
trol and  on  the  ocean.  In  this  provision,  I  perfectly 
agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman,  said  Mr.  &. 
And,  as  the  bill  does  not  provide  for  everj^  class  ttf 
our  citizens,  who  are  subject  to  great  risks  and 
losses  in  their  business,  I  oow  move,  sir,  to  amend 

the  bill,  by  inserting  in  the  line  of  the  first 

section,  after  the  word  merchant,  the  word  manu- 
facturer. The  bill  will  then  read,  that,  if  any 
merchant,  manufacturer,  or  other  persons. 

In  order  to  show  that  manufacturers  are  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  permit 
me  to  state  a  few  facts.  It  is  well  known  to  gen- 
tlemen living  in  the  Eastern  section  of  the  Umted 
States,  that  the  freshets  occasioned  by  the  break- 
ing up  of  one  of  our  Northern  Winters,  often  do 
great  damage  to  the  mills,  mill-dams,  and  other 
property  bdonging  to  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. I  have  known,  sir,  many  pentons  nearly 
ruined  by  these  disasters,  their  falwr,  toil,  and  sav- 
ings for  many  years,  entirely  swept  away  by  one 
of  those  freshets. 

But,  sir,  water  is  oot  the  onlv  element  to  which 
they  are  exposed ;  fire,  too,  hatn  made  its  ravages. 
I  believe,  sir,  a  larger  proportion  of  this  kind  of 
property  has  been  destroyed  by  fire  within  the  last 
fifteen  years  than  of  any  other  species  within  the 
United  States.  In  fact,  so  frequent  has  been  the 
destruction  of  manufacturing  establishments  by 
fire,  that  no  prudent  person  will  insure  against  it. 
The  offices  to  the  East  totally  reject  all  applica- 
tions for  insurance  on  cotton  mills.  They  would 
not  be  taken  even  at  what  would  be  called  by  the 
merchant  a  war  risk — a  premium  that  no  regular 
business  can  give  in  this  or  any  other  country.  If 
this  amendment  is  adopted,  it  will  not  only  include 
cotton  manufactarers,  but  the  manuftcturer  of 
hats,  woollen,  hemp,  powder,  dbc.  I  would  ask, 
sir,  who  among  us  would  insure  on  a  powdor  mill  1 
I  presume,  nolwdy,  at  any  premium  that  could  be 
afforded  by  the  proprietor,  unless  it  was  a  person 
willing  to  be  blown  up.  Then,  sir,  the  manufac- 
turer is  compelled  to  risk  and  endure  all  losses 
that  may  happen;  and,  if  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose 
his  property  by  fire  or  other  casualty,  he  is  doomed 
to  everlasting  misery  while  on  earth ;  while  the 
merchant,  who  can  be  insured,  and  thereby  divide 
his  loss  among  the  community,  you  exonerate  from 
responsibility ;  you  set  him  free  to  seek  new  for- 
tunes, and  to  provide  for  himself  and  family  the 
means  of  a  corofortaUe  sul»istence — 

[Here  it  was  observed  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  that 
the  manufacturer,  who  gets  his  living  by  buying 
and  selling,  was  embraced  in  the  bill.f 

It  is  now  suggested  by  the  honorable  mover  of 
the  bill,  that  manufacturers  are  embraced  in  the 
operations  of  the  bilL  Be  it  so.  But.  if  they  are 
embraced  in  the  bill  by  implicatioo,  wny  object  to 
the  amendment  ?  Why  not  have  it  clearly  ex- 
pressed 1  I  admit  there  is  no  music  in  the  word, 
yet  it  will  not  destroy  the  harmony  of  the  bill 
if  it  should  be  inserted.  Besides,  sir,  I  have  been 
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tnght  to  bdieve  that  statutes  are  to  be  coiutrued 
strietlyi  that  little  is  to  be  takea  by  implication  ; 
and  unless  manufacturers  ere  partieuiarljr  men- 
tioned, as  such,  they  cannot  pnrticiinte  in  the 
benefitt,  nor  be  subject  to  the  operations  of  the 
law.  Can  it  be  said,  sir,  that  the  manufacturer, 
who  merely  purchases  the  raw  material,  manufac- 
tures it  into  cloth  or  other  commodity,  sends  it  to 
his  factor  or  agent  to  sell,  is  a  trader  within  the 
meaning  of  the  bill  1  He  does  not  make  a  liTiog 
by  buymg  and  selling,  and  in  my  mind  does  not 
come  within  the  purview  of  the  law.  I  hope,  sir, 
the  amendment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  replied,  that  he 
believed  the  object  of  the  gentleman  was  now  at- 
tained ;  that  the  manufacturer  did  carry  on  trede 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  clearly  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  bill.  And  to  insert  manufacturer,  was 
too  broad  a  term ;  that  not  only  the  persons  de- 
signed by  the  gentleman  would  he  embraced,  but 
dioemakers,  carpenters,  and  all  mechanics,  would 
come  in  under  that  provision. 

Mr.  Vak  Dyke  repeated,  that  the  manufacturer 
who  gets  his  living  by  baying  and  selling,  was 
DOW  emtffaeed  in  the  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  <hi  Mr.  Khioht's  mo- 
tion, it  was  lost ;  but  ten  rising  in  its  &Tor.  The 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

ELECTORAL  VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENT. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  rejected  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
declaring  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union.  The  House  of  Representatives 
concur  in  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  make  arrangements  upon  the  subject 
of  countiDg  the  votes  for  Prebidemt  and  Vice 
Pbbsidsmt  oi  the  Uniteo  States,  and  hare  ap- 
pointed tdlers  on  their  part,  and  are  now  ready 
to  receive  the  Senate  to  perform  that  ceremony. 

Wherenimn,  the  two  House  of  Congress,  agreea- 
bly to  the  joint  reacdntion,  assemUed  in  the  Re- 
pvesentativci*  Chamber,  and  the  certificates  of  the 
Electors  of  the  several  States,  beginning  with  the 
Stete  of  New  Hampshire,  were,l)y  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  opened  and  delivered  to  tellers  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  by  whom  they  were  read, 
except  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and,  when  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  Electors  of  that  State  was  opened, 
an  objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Litekmorb,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  to  coimting  said  votes. 
Whereupon  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  the  Senate  returned  to  their  own 
Chamber. 

A  messBffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  thie  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent, 
atirea  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  Senate  in  the 
Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  the  enumeratton  of  the  votes 
of  toe  Electors  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
according  to  the  joint  resolutions  agreed  npon  be- 
tween the  two  Houses. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Bakbour,  it  was 
Re$olv9df  That  the  Senate  ^oeeed  to  meet  the 


House  of  Representatives  in  order  to  conclude  the 
counting  of  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident uf  the  United  States,  according  to  the  last 
of  the  joint  resolutions  adopted  for  that  purpose. 

Whereupon,  the  two  Houses  having  again  as- 
sembled  in  the  Representatives'  GhamBer,  the  cer^ 
tifieate  of  the  Electors  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
was,  bv  the  President  of  the  Senate,  delivered  to 
the  tellers,  who  read  the  same,  and  who,  having 
examined  and  ascertained,  the  whole  number  of 
votes,  presented  a  list  thereof  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  by  whom  it  was  read,  as  follows : 
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9 
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Vernwnt 
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29 

NewYoik  - 

29 

29 

8 
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8 
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Pennaylvania 

24 

34 
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Delaware  • 

4 

4 

11 

Maryland  - 

11 

10 

1 

26 

Virginia 

26 

36 

16 

North  Carolina  - 

15 

16 

11 

Soath  Carolina  - 

li 

11 

8 

Georgia 

8 

8 

12 

Kentucky  - 

12 

12 

8 

Tennesses  • 

7 

7 
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Ohio  - 

8 
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Loaistsns  - 
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Indiana 

8 

3 
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Misainippi  - 
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3 
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Ulinois 
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8 
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Atsbama 

8 

3 
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Mains 

9 

9 

3 

MissoQii 

8 

3 

228 

1 

316 

8 

1 

1 
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The  whole  number  of  the  Electors  appointed 
being  235,  including  those  of  Missouri,  of  which 
118  make  a  majority :  or,  excluding  the  Electors 
of  Missouri,  the  whole  number  would  be  S32,  of 
which  117  make  a  majority ;  but,  in  either  evoi^ 
James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  is  elected  Psesident, 
and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of  New  York,  is  elect- 
ed Vice  PRESinENT  of  the  United  States. 
Whereupon, 

The  President  of  the  Soiate  dedared  James 
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MoNBOB,  of  Virgtaia,  dul^  elected  President  of  the 
Uoited  States,  commencing  with  the  fotuth  day 
of  March  next;  aod  Daniel  D.  Tohpkins  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  commencing  with 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

The  rotes  of  the  Electors  were  then  delivered  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate ;  the  two  Houses  sep- 
arated.  and  the  Senate  returned  to  their  own 
Chamber,  and  then  adjourned. 


Thdrsdat,  February  15. 
The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
Pbesident  of  tbg  United  Statbb: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  Stata  .- 

I  tnnamit  to  CongreM  a  report  from  the  Director  of 
the  Hint,  eneloiinf  a  ttatement  of  the  Treuurer,  tab- 
nittiay  Um  opctationi  of  tiie  Mint  for  the  lut  year. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WisBivoToiT,  February  14,  J831. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Char- 
lotte Read,  widow  of  Thomas  M.  Read,  deceased, 
late  a  Captain  in  the  Army,  praying  to  be  allowed 
a  pensioi^  in  consideration  of  the  military  serrices 
of  her  late  husband ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  reftned  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Samfobd,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriatioDs  for  tb«  su|^rt  of  Giorom- 
ment  for  tneyearlSSV'reported  it  wiUi  an  amend- 
ment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  RoBEBTs  gare  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  kare  to  bring  in  a  resuution  declaring 
the  admiswm  of  the  State  of  Missonri  into  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Horsey  gare  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  teare  to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  di- 
vorces and  alimony  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  thepetitions  of  John  B.  Chatard,  David  Mal- 
lonr,  WiUiam  Sizer,  and  William  Plumbe :  and 
John  B.  Chatard  and  William  Plumbe  bad  leave, 
respectirely,  to  withdraw  their  petituns  and  pa- 
pers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbodr.  the  Committee 
on  For«gn  Relations  wenr  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  memf»-ials  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  Ae  mer- 
chants and  underwriters  of  the  city  of  Baltimore ; 
and  they  were  respectivdy  referred  to  ihe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tbimble,  the  Senate  took 
up  and  considered  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Dean  Weymouth ;  and 
the  resolution  aceonpanying  the  same  was  araoid- 
cd,  aed  agreed  to  as  follows : 

JUaolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
to  be  granted,  and  that  the  committee  be  tOBtmcted 
to  report  a  bill  allowing  him  a  pension  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  dinars  and  fifty  cents  per  month. 

Mr.  Smith  sabmitted  the  fdlowiiv  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ituehti,  That  the  FreHdent  of  tha  Unitad  States 
heMqnaHedtoflavMtBlwlaUMmtiwBauto  the 
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original  order  for  bniMing  the  bamcks  at  Saek^s 
HarbtH*,  tMeUier  vrith  all  the  commanicaLiom  between 
the  War  Depajtment  and  Major  Genaral  Brown  lala- 
tive  thereto,  and  the  amount  of  public  moaaj*  ax- 
pended  theraoo. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  WUliam  Whitehead, 
Joshua  Aubin,  and  James  Qraham,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  die  report  of 
the  Committee  on  PuUic  Lands  on  tlie  petition  of 
P.  P.  St  Onirons  and  others ;  and,  in  etmcunenee 
therewith,  resolved  that  the  payer  of  the  peti- 
tioners oi^cbt  not  to  be  granted. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  estaUidi  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  CHANnLBR  moved  to  amend  the  bill  b^  in- 
serting in  the  first  section  the  following  additional 
proviso: 

And  provided,  aiso.  That  no  discharge  whidi  may 
be  given  to  a  bankrupt,  under  this  act,  i^all  operate  so 
aa  to  discharge  the  bankmpt  from  debts  whieh  may  be 
dae  to  any  peraena,  except  thoM  debta  which  may  be 
due  to  mercbanta,  bankers,  broker*,  bctora,  onder- 
writers,  or  marine  ioaarera. 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  in 
which  toe  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Lloyd,  Chandler,  Trimblb,  and  Robebtb,  and 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Yah  Dtke,  Otis,  Millb, 
and  Kino,  of  Alabama. 

The  diseussion  resulted  in  the  rejecti(Hi  of  the 
amendment  by  the  following  role: 

Tbas — Masara.  Barbonr,  Clundler,  Eaton,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Johnaon  of  Kentudty,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Mot^ 
ril.  Noble,  Pleaaania,  Roberts,  Smhh,  Talbot,  Trimble, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  WaBier  of  Geo^is,  and  Williams 
of  Tenneatee — 17. 

NAza—Meaara.  Dana,  Diduraon,  Edwards,  Eltiott, 
Honey,  Hnnter,  Johnaon  of  Looisiaaa,  King  of  Ala< 
bama,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Milla, 
Otis,  Palmer,  Parrolt,  8anford,8tokes,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  WiUiama  of  Miaeiaaippi— SS. 

Mr  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
21at  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  the 
commissioners  shall,  on  probable  cause  shorn, 
hare  authority  to  issue  their  warrant  to  any  person 
or  officer,  authorizing  him  to  break  open,  in  the 
day  time,  the  honses,  cbambcn.  shops,  trunks,  dbc., 
of  the  Imikrapt,  where  any  of  nis  goods,  ca  estate, 
deeds,  writings,  books,  dec.,  may  be,  and  take  pos- 
session thereof. 

This  motion  was  decided  also  in  the  negative, 
by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  14,  nays  27,  as  fdlows: 

TxAS — Messrs.  Chandler,  ISaton,  Hidmes  of  Maine, 
Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Lloyd,  Macoo«  Morril,  Pleaa- 
anta,  Roberta,  Smith,  Stokas,  Talbat,  Walker  of 
Qeorgia,  and  Williams  of  TeaneMee. 

Navi — Maasra.  Barbonr,  Dana,  Didterson,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Oaillard,  Homy,  Hnnter,  Johaaw  of 
liOniaiaoa,  King  of  Alabama,  King  o(  New  Toric, 
Kni^t,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mills,  Noble,  Otis,  Palver, 
fttnott,  Saaford,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Tichenor,  TUm- 
Ue,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  WUIiava  of 
MisaisnH*^ 

On  motioa  of  Mf.  Holmu,  Of  Bfaine,  tlie  aotty- 
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third  aeetkm  (tf  the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  pro- 
ride  that  the  facts  of  any^  case  shall  be  tried  br  a 
jury,  at  the  dection  of  either  party,  instead  oi  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court  or  jadge. 

Mr.  LowBiB  then,  with  the  view,  as  he  re- 
marked^ of  tnaUng  the  system  entirely  prowec- 
tire  in  its  operations,  and  not  touch  existing  debts 
at  all,  mored  to  add  a  provision  to  the  axty^rst 
section,  declaring  that  the  act  should  "  release  no 
person  who  may  hereafter  be  declared  a  bankrupt 
from  any  delrf  existing  at  the.  passage  of  this  act." 

On  this  pn^MMition  a  low  debate  ensued:  in 
which  Mr.  Lowbib  and  Mr.  Robbbt*  maintained 
the  amendment,  on  the  ground  of  its  expediency, 
without  reference  to  the  Constitutional  question ; 
and  Mr.  BowABna  spoke  briefly  on  the  proper  con- 
struction of  the  bill  as  it  now  stood.  Mr.  Holmbb, 
of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Walub,  of  Alabama,  argued 
diat  a  diaehaise  of  debts  existing  at  the  passajge 
of  the  act  wowd  be  unconstitutional ;  which  opu- 
ion  was  answered  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mills, 
Otis,  and  Van  Dtkb. 

Mr.  Waucbr,  of  Qeorgia,  though  oppo&ed  to 
the  btU  altogether,  was  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
and  adTDcated  an  entire  discharge  of  the  debtor, 
if  the  system  passed  at  all. 

The  quotion  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  negatiTed  by  the  following  rote : 

Tus— llesm.  Buboar,  ChuuHer,  Batoo,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama.  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Monil,  Pleuaats,  Roberta,  Talbot,  Tiimbl^  and  Wal- 
ker of  AUam*— 14. 

Nxwa  M— Dua,  IMiAenon,  Edwarda,  Elliott, 
Gailiard.  ]  Honey,  Hunter,  Jofaoaon  of  Kentucky, 
Jdmaon  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  Yo^  Knight, 
Lanmao,  Milla,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Sanfitrd, 
Slofco*,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tiehenor,  Van  Djkc,  Wal* 
kcr  of  Georgiat  Willians  of  Mtaaiaaippi,  and  Williams 
ot  TeancsMO — Z6. 

Mr.  Talbot  mored  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  that 
clause  of  the  sixty-third  section,  which  gires  to 
the  orcnit  courts  of  the  United  States  jurmiction 
of  all  cases  in  law  or  equity  ariring  under  the  act. 

This  motion  was  assented  to  by  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  and  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Talbot  next  moved  to  reduce  the  term  to 
which  the  duration  of  the  Ull  is  limited,  from  fire 
rcaxB  (the  time  with  which  the  blank  bad  been 
lUicd)  10  two  years. 

Mr.  On 8  proposed  to  split  the  difierenee  with 
the  smtleman,  and  make  it  four  ycais. 

llr.  Talbot  agreed  to  change  hii  proposition 
to  thrce  ycua,  end  in  that  diape  it  was  adopted. 

Aher  oM  or  two  tmatceeasfal  attempts  by  Mr. 
RoanTB  to  amend  certain  features  of  the  bilL  to 
wUdi  be  tweeted;  and  no  other  ameodment  W- 
iBgolfered' 

The  question  was  then  lakea.  oa  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  «id  read  a  third 
tim^  and  it  was  decided  in  the  ^BrmatiTe  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tut— Messrs.  Dana,  Dit^erson,  Edwards,  Blliott, 
QmHlari,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  ffeir  rork,  Kni^t,  Lanman,  Mills,  Otis,  Parrott, 
9tsks^  Thmnas,  Tkbeaor,  Van  IWke,  and  Wtliians 
oCMauMppft— 19. 
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Ni.T8— Moaara.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Eaton,  H^mes 
of  Maine,  Johoaon  of  Kentucky,  King  of  Alabama, 
Llt^d,  Iiowrie,  Mactm,  Horril,  Palmer,  Pleasanta, 
Roberts,  Talbot,  TrimUs,  Walker  of  Abbama,  Wal- 
ksr  of  Gaoifia,  and  Williams  of  Tennossse— 18. 


Fbibat,  Felvuary  16. 

The  PiiEsioBifT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War.  transmitting,  in  compUance 
with  a  resolution  of^  the  Senate,  of  the  15th  ti 
May  lut,  statemeuts  exhibiting  the  ntunber  of 
militia  fr«n  each  State,  that  were  called  into  the 
nubtie  serriee  by  orders  of  the  Presidoit  of  the 
United  States;  the  number  furnished  by  each 
State ;  the  number  *  recognised  by  the  United 
States  from  each  State^  and  the  period  of  thcai 
service ;  the  amount  of  fines  imposed  for  negieet 
of  duty,  distingnidiiag  the  number  of  pmms  on 
whom  uies  hare  been  imposed,  the  sums  collected, 
and  the  sums  paid  into  the  Treasury :  and  the  ex- 
penses of  courts  martial  in  the  serenu  States ;  and 
the  letter  and  statements  were  read. 

Mr.  PiHKMiT  presented  the  petition  of  Nathui- 
iel  W.  and  C.  H.  Appleton,  merchants,  and  late 
copartners  in  Baltimore,  praying  for  the  restitution 
of  certain  moneys  illegailv  exacted  frmn  them  for 
duties  on  goods  imported  into  Castine,  whilst  in 
poasessicm  of  the  British,  and  the  pmtion  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Cmnmittee  oa  Finance. 

Mr.  HoBSBT  obtained  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill 
conconing  divorces  and  alimtmy  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbk ;  and  the  IdU  was  twice  read  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  H.  laid  on  the  table  a  communication  from 
the  vaccine  agent  in  Baltimore,  exhibiting  the 
present  state  of  the  vaccine  institution. 

The  Senate  jnoceeded  to  ccwsider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  requesting  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  original 
order  for  building  the  barracks  at  Saekctt's  Har^ 
bor,  and  other  documaits  connected  therewith; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

Samuel  L.  Southabd,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Leigislature  of  theStateof  New  Jersey,  to  sop- 

Jly  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
ames  J.  Wilscm,  produced  his  credenUals,  was 
qnaUfled,  and  took  his  seat  m  the  Senate- 

The  Sfenate.  according  to  the  wder  of  Uie  day, 
took  up  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  to  reduce 
the  Military  Peace  EslaUishment ;  when, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  who  wished  to  offiw 
some  remarks  on  the  subject,  for  which  he  was  not 
prmarcd  to-day,  the  bul  was  postponed  to  end 
mane  the  order  of  the  day  fbr  Monday  next. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  question  pending  being  on  the 
amendments  oiSered  by  Mr.  Robebts;  first  to  make 
the  notes  of  the  bank  and  its  branches  receivable 
1^  the  United  States  only  in  the  States  where  they 
are  made  ^yaU&  except  notes  of  the  amount  of 
fire  doUars,  which  ihall  be  reeeirtUe  %t  the  bank 
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or  my  of  its  branches.  Secondlj,  that  it  shall  not 
be  kwful  for  the  bank  to  estaUiiin  more  than  one 
branch  in  any  State  without  the  consent  of  the 
liCgtslature  oi  such  State.  &c. 

Much  discussion  took  piaceof  these  propositions, 
and  the  others  cmbiacol  in  the  amendments,  in 
the  course  of  which, 

Mr.  RoooLEs  moved  so  to  ameud  the  amend- 
ment as  to  make  the  consent  of  the  L^slature  of 
a  State  necessary  to  the  establishment  of  any 
branch  of  the  bank  in  soeh  State. 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  diTision, 
ud,  soon  after  the  hiU  was  laid  on  the  table  for 
the  purpose  of  acting  on  the  message  which  was 
received  from  the  other  House. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Roberts  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  into  the  Uniou. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows ; 

Retolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Agmsenfo* 
^vef  of  the  iMited  Statet  of  Ameriea,  in  Congreaa 
oMemoUd,  That  the  State  of  MiMonri  shall  be,  and  is 
hneby  d«clared,  one  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  b  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  .equal  fiwting 
with  the  original  Statet  in  all  respects  whoever:  IVd- 
videdL,  That  the  foltowiog  ba  taken  as  fondunental 
conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the  aaid  State  is  ad* 
mitted  into  the  Union,  namely  :  that  the  foorth  clause 
of  the  twcDty-siith  wction  of  the  third  article  of  the 
constitution,  eobmitted  by  the  people  of  Miaeouri  to 
the  cooaideration  of  CoDgreas,  shall,  as  loon  as  the 
proviaioDa  of  said  eonstitatioo  will  admit,  be  so  amend- 
ed, that  it  shall  not  be  applicaUe  to  eitiuns  of  any 
State  in  this  Union ;  and  mat,  antil  so  amended*  no 
law,  passed  in  confermitj  ihento,  shall  be  coastraod 
to  extend  to  any  dtizcn  «  either  State  in  diia  Union. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  of  Delaware,  said  he  hoped 
the  gentleman  wotud  not  anderstand  him,  in  ma- 
king the  motion  which  he  was  about  to  make,  as 
oKring  any  disrespect  towards  him  or  his  propo- 
sition }  but,  Mr.  Van  Dtkg  said,  he  should  eonr 
sider  it  unfortunate  for  the  Senate  now  to  take 
any  step  in  this  business.  The  Senate  otight  to 
recollect  the  course  this  subject  had  taken;  they 
had  at  an  early  period  sent  to  the  other  House  a 
rescdatioQ  for  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the 
Union,  containing  a  pcoviso  which  it  was  hoped 
would  obviate  au  objection  to  it.  That  resolu- 
tion, however,  had  been  rejected  hv  the  House  of 
Representatives.  They  have  informed  us,  by 
message,  of  its  rejection,  without  any  indication 
of  wlmt  would  be  accoitable  to  them ;  and  that 
message  is  scarcely  cold  before  we  have  a  proposi- 
tion to  bring  forward  another  resolution.  He 
thought  the  Senate  had  better  not  stir  in  the  sub- 
ject again  so  soon;  but  that  it  would  be  more  ex- 
pedient to  wait  a  while  at  least,  and  see  wliat  the 
other  House  should  do.  if  it  did  any  thing.  He 
had  no  objection  to  mase  another  eflort  to  get  the 
State  admitted,  but  to  make  it  so  soon  after  the 
fate  of  the  first  proposition  had  been  announced 
from  the  other  House,  would  be  premature,  he 
thought,  and  unwise.  If  the  Senate  had  not 
moved  first  in  this  business,  but  had  now  its  reso- 
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lotion  to  send  to  the  other  House  as  an  original 
proposition,  he  thought  it  highly  |»t)t)able  it  wotild 

{irevatl  there.  With  the  best  intentions,  thatreso- 
ution  had  been  sent  there;  it  had  been  rejected; 
and  the  Senate  was  as  yet  ignorant  of  the  form 
of  admission  which  would  m  acceptable  to  that 
body.  He  hoped  the  Senate  woold  keep  back,  a 
little  longer  at  least,  any  new  proposiuon ;  and 
therefore  moved  that  the  motion  to  giant  the  leave 
asked  for,  be  postponed  until  Monday  next 

Mr-  RoBBRTfl  was  of  opinion  (hat  the  Senate 
might,  without  the  slightest  deputtire  from  pro- 

Eriety  or  dignity,  receive  the  reawution ;  and  tnen 
e  should  have  no  objection  to  laying  it  on  the 
table  for  some  days ;  it  would  then  be  before  the 
Senate,  and  gentlemen  could  give  it  due  reflec- 
tion- Mr.  R.  said  he  offered  this  resolution  from 
a  strong  and  serious  conviction  of  duty ;  and,  as 
the  session  was  near  its  end,  he  trusted  that  the 
Se7iate  would  not  allow  any  punctilio  to  interfere 
with  an  object  so  important.  He  was  one  who 
had  been  unable  to  vote  for  the  former  resolutioa 
which  passed  the  Senate ;  that  having  &i]ed  in 
the  other  branch,  he  now  offered  such  a  one  as  he 
could  BUj^rt.  He  earnestly  desired  the  admissicnt 
of  the  State  into  the  Union ;  it  was  an  object  all 
impOTtant  to  the  nation  and  to  its  public  councils, 
and  he  hoped  the  Senate  wonld  so  far  indulge 
him  at  least  as  to  entertain  his  proposition,  and 
then,  if  it  saw  fit,  lay  it  by  for  future  decision. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  viemd  this  proposi- 
tion as  a  kind  of  peace  offering  on  the  part  of 
those  gratlemen  of  the  Senate  who  h%l  oj^xwed 
the  former  resolution.  He  was  extremely  anxioua 
that  the  question  should  be  settled,  and  that  noth- 
ing should  be  left  undone  to  effect  a  settlement  of 
it.  He  therefore  acknowledged  himself  much 
oUiged  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for 
bringingthis  proposition-forward.  Whatevermay 
be  the  decisions  of  the  other  branch,  said  Mr.  W., 
let  us  dd  all  we  can  to  preserve  the  peace  and  har- 
moay  of  the  Union.   He  hoped  no  point  of  eti- 

auette  would  interfere  with  the  motion,  but  that 
le  leave  would  be  granted ;  that  the  proposition 
would  be  nltimatdy  adopted,  and  the  tranqaUlitjr 
of  the  nation  be  restored  by  the  admission  of  die 
State  without  more  dday. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  of  New  Hampshire,  adverted  to 
the  unpleasant  feelings  and  effects  of  this  lonff 
agitated  Missouri  question ;  the  great  portion  (m 
time  which  it  consumed  of  the  last  and  of  the 
present  sessioi) ;  the  embarrassment  it  produced  in 
the  public  business.  It  pursues  us,  said  he,  evety 
where  in  the  House,  and  from  one  House  to  the 
other^  into  the  committee  rooms  and  out  of  doors. 
He  sincerely  hoped  that  it  might  be  terminated  at 
the  present  session,  and  was  a  little  surprised  that 
his  friend  from  Delaware  should  make  an  objec- 
tion to  receiving  a  proposition  which  might  bring 
the  subject  to  a  favomble  issue.  The  act  of  the 
last  session  concerning  Missouri,  Mr.  M.  said, 
^ssed  both  Houses  of  Connesa,  and  received  the 
Executive  sanction.  Had  wax  act  been  properir 
met  by  Missouri,  there  would  luve  been  no  diffi- 
culty in  her  admission ;  the  fcwmer  question  was 
considered  as  settled,  and,  but  for  the  danse  now 

Digitized  by  Google 


AdTnisiion  of  Missouri. 


85S 


HISTORY  OF  C0NGRBS8. 


S64 


Febrpary,  1821. 


objected  to,  her  admission  would  have  met  with  ' 
no  serions  opposition.  He  thousht  every  effort 
ought  to  be  made  to  bring  the  suBjecl  to  an  ami- 
cable issue,  and  hoped  it  would  be  ended  bv  the 
passage  of  this  resolution.  There  was  nothing, 
among  the  namerous  imbjects  before  Congress,  of 
more  impntanee,  and  he  thought  the  Senate 
oi^t  to  receiTe,  without  postponement,  the  prop- 
osition now  ofiered. 

Mr.  JoBNSoif,  of  Kentucky,  could  not  see,  be- 
cause the  Senate  had  done  its  duty  once,  that  it 
-was  to  do  nothing  more.  He,  for  one,  was  ready 
lo  embrace  every  opportunity  of  performing  it. 
How,  he  asked,  were  the  Senate  to  ascertain  the 
sMitiments  of  the  other  House,  or  of  each  other, 
but  by  proceeding  in  this  way?  Caucussing  was 
no  longer  fashionable  here,  and  the  distance  over 
which  members  were  scattered  completely  pre- 
vented an  interchange  of  opinions  in  private.  It 
was  the  best  course  to  do  what  they  could  when 
the  opportunity  offered.  This  subject  was  of  more 
importance  than  any  other  before  Congress;  it 
distracted  the  legislative  councils  and  im^ded  all 
other  business.  An  immense  quantity  of  business 
of  die  deepest  concern  to  the  nation  continued  be- 
fore them,  to  be  done  during  the  short  remainder 
of  the  MEsion — more  than  he  had  ever  known, 
eroi  at  the  commencement  of  some  sessions ;  yet 
none  of  this  would  or  could  be  done  until  this  atl- 
devoorin^  subject  of  Missouri  was  settled.  Every 
other  subject  was  put  in  jeopardy  by  it.  The  re- 
lief of  oar  land  debtors  is  endangered — the  army 
is  endangered — the  Union  itself  is  endangered — 
tbose  ties  which  have  bound  us  together  as  a  na- 
tion of  brothers,  have  been  weakened  by  this  all- 
dbtracting  question.  He  would  therefore  meet  it, 
and  continue  to  meet  it,  until  the  4th  of  March; 
he  would  discard  all  oUier  subjects  to  make  an 
effort  to  terminate  and  adjust  it.  We  see,  said 
h&  that  nothing  else  can  be  done ;  we  send  to  the 
other  House  bill  after  bill,  but  in  vain ;  we  hear 
of  nothing  there  but  Missouri,  Missouri,  Missouri  1 
and  thus  will  it  continue  until  we  can  end  it.  Mr. 
J.  avowed  that  he  felt  under  oblintions  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  minging  this 
praporitiott  forward ;  and,  unless  some  member 
would  get  up  and  say  he  was  not  ready  to  vote 
on  granting  the  leave,  he  khonld  oppose  the  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Babboor,  of  Virginia,  said  he  would  vote 
against  the  postponement,  because  it  was  an  unu- 
mi  course,  and  he  was  inclined  to  advance^  under 
the  hope  that  this  resolution  would  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  put  an  end  to  this  painful  con- 
test. This  propceition  would  either  obtain  with 
the  other  House,  or  it  would  not,  and  though  there 
might  be  something  in  its  passage  now,  like  a 
soirender  of  etiquette  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
yet  he  would  not  consider  a  little  matter  of  form 
as  more  important  than  the  adjustment  of  this  all 
important  question.  If  it  should  finally  fail,  a ' 
creat  reqionsibilitr  would  rest  somewhere.  Gen- 
flemen  might  smile,  he  said,  but  they  who  treated 
the  subject  lightly  were  far  removed  from  the 
scene  of  real  excitement.  Cktuld  they  witness  the 
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sensations  which  it  produced  in  that  part  of  the 
Union  where  its  effects  were  most  to  be  dreaded, 
they  would  think  more  gravely  of  it.  When  the 
Senate,  said  Mr.  B^,  shall  have  manifested  a  de- 
sire, an  anxious  desire,  to  settle  the  question  by 
one  more  effort,  and  idiall  still  fail,  our  skirts  will 
be  clear ;  and  let  what  consequences  ensue  that 
may,  our  records  will  show  that  w  have  done 
what  we  could  to  prevent  thenu  If  nothing  seri- 
ous ensue,  still  we  shall  have  nothins  to  regret 
Mr.  B.  hoped  the  proposition  would  at  least  be  re- 
ceived, if  then  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  was  willing  to  grant 
the  leave  requested,  but  merely  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy — not  from  a  hope  of  its  doing  any  good. 
The  Senate  bad  passed  a  resolution  to  admit  the 
State ;  it  was  sent  to  the  other  House,  where  it 
was  amended,  and  then  rejected.  Was  it  for  the 
Senate  immediately  to  shape  another  and  send  to 
them,  or  to  wait  and  see  if  that  House  would 
agree  on  any  proposition  of  its  own  1  If  they  send 
us  none,  it  will  be  evidence  that  they  are  not  dis- 
ppsed  to  do  any  thing.  The  public  mind,  Mr.  H. 
said,  had  been  much  excited  on  this  subject,  but  a 
change  was  taking  place,  and  the  peo]ile  were  be- 

Jinnmg  to  say,  let  Missouri  into  the  Union — if  yoa 
0  not,  let  the  responsibility  rest  where  it  belong 
Mr.  Van  Dvkb  disclaimed  being  influenced  u 
his  motion  by  motives  of  etiquette.  He  acted 
from  a  conviction  of  its  expediency  in  regard  to 
the  obiect  in  view — ^the  admi^iion  of  the  Slate* 
He  believed  Missouri  would  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  before  the  4th  of  March,  on  a  footing  with 
the  other  States ;  but  he  thought  it  impolitic  for 
the  Senate  again  to  take  up  the  subject  so  hastily, 
and  that  he  was  walking  m  the  plain  path  of  his 
duty  towards  Missouri,  in  regard  to  ner  admis- 
sion, in  making  bis  motion  to  postpone  the  intro- 
duction of  this  resolution.  Toe  proposition  was 
the  same  in  substance  as  the  former  resolution, 
and  if  there  was  no  difficulty  apprehended' here, 
on  it,  why  should  it  be  pressed  again  so  soon ; 
why  not  allow  the  other  House  some  time  to  act 
on  a  plan  of  its  own,  or  at  least  wait  a  short  time 
uid  observe  the  indications  there  ?  The  strength 
of  Missouri  was  increasing  in  this  House  at  least, 
and  it  was  prudent  to  rest  awhile,  and  ducover 
what  course  the  other  House  was  likely  to  take. 
The  proposition  could  sustain  no  injury  by  the 
delay ;  it  was  before  the  Senate,  in  lacL  thongh 
not  m  form,  for  it  had  been  printed  and  wis  on 
the  table  of  each  member.  Au  be  asked  was,  that 
the  Senate  would  hold  its  hand  until  Monday 
next,  before  it  entertained  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  concurred  in  the 
opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  The 
Senate  had  evinced,  at  all  times,  a  disposition  to 
admit  Missouri.  It  had  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session,  passed  a  resolution  declaring  her  admis- 
sion, and  salt  it  to  the  other  House,  where  it  was 
finaUy  rejected.  The  Senate  knew  that  many 
'  propositions  had  been  before  that  House  on  this 
subject ;  none  of  them  had  succeeded,  and  there 
was,  consequently,  no  evidence  of  a  disiK»ition 
there  to  admit  the  State.  Nothing  would  be  gained 
by  this  lesdntion  bat  afibrding  to  the  House  of 
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Bepresoitatires  another  opportonitf  of  having  the 
sahject  before  them  at  large ;  for  this  identical 
proposition,  with  the  exception  of  perhaps  a  sin- 

fie  word,  bad  already  beeo  considered  in  that 
louse,  and  been  rejected  by  H.  He  was  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  lie  much  better  for  the  Senate 
now  to  wait  until  the  other  House  took  some  step 
of  its  own  in  the  business,  as  it  had  rejected  the 
resolution  sent  down  by  the  Senate.    He  could 

SsrceiTe  no  probable  good  likely  to  result  from  the 
enate's  again  acting  on  the  subject ;  its  disposi- 
tion was  undoubted ;  it  had  done  its  duty  j  and 
be  was  for  giving  the  House  an  opportunity  of 
adopting  its  owq  plan  if  it  had  any. 

Mr.  Cbandleb,  of  Maine,  conceived  that  the 
Smate  had  done  every  thing,  so  far,  that  was 
proper  on  the  subject.  If  it  entertained  this  prop- 
osition, it  might  prevent  the  other  House  from 
proceeding  in  its  endeavors  to  agree  on  some  plan 
of  its  own ;  and  he  was  in  favor,  therefore,  of  de- 
ferring any  other  step  on  the  part  of  the  Senate ' 
for  some  time  at  least. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  postpouiiu; 
the  mption  for  leave,  it  was  decided  in  the  neg£ 
tive — 18  rising  in  favor  of  the  postponement,  and 
20  against  it. 

The  question  then  being  on  granting  the  leave, 
Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Cardina,  made  a  point 
of  order.  The  13th  of  the  joint  ndes  of  the  two 
Homes  inhibited  the  re-introduction,  in  either 
House,  without  a  notice  of  ten  days,  of  any  bill  or 
resolution  which  should  have  been  passed  by  one 
Hottse  and  sent  to  the  other,  and  there  rejected. 
Mr.  S.  conceived  that  this  rule  would  oppose  the 
introduction  of  this  resolution  at  this  time,  ten 
days*  notice  not  having  been  given  by  the  mover ; 
and  Mr.  S.  was  proceeding  to  support  his  objec- 
tion with  some  arguments ;  when 

The  Pbb81dent  overruled  the  objection  taken, 
referring  to  the  practice  of  the  Senate  in  ibnner 
cases. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  granting  the 
leave,  it  was  carried  without  a  division,  and  the 
resolution  received  its  first  reading. 

A  message  having  been  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Wm.  a.  Bdrvbll,  a  member  of  that  House 
frua  the  State  of  Virginia — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plbasahtb,  it  was 

Retohedj  imanmoiMbp,  Thirt  the  membm  of  the 
Biyute  will  attend  the  nineral  of  the  Hon.  Wn.  A. 
Banrell,  Ute  a  mcuobar  of  tha  House  of  Reprwenta- 
tivM  from  the  State  of  Viiginiat  to-morrow,  at  ten 
o'clock,  A.  M. ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
mamoiy  of  the  deceased,  will  go  into  monraing,  and 
wear  crape  for  thir^  dayi. 

The  Saiate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  19 
The  pRBBiOENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  complying  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instuit,  relative 
to  the  liquidation  and  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
John  H.  Piatt  at  the  Treasury;  and  the  report 
was  read. 


Febhcabt,  X82i. 


Mr.  Sanfobd  presented  the  memorial  of  Jacob 
Barker,  of  New  XOTk,  representing  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  made  on  his  former 
memorial  is  erroneous ;  exhibiting  additional  evi- 
dence in  support  of  the  claim,  and  praying  a  re- 
vision thereof;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Tbohas  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Caldwell  and  others,  purchasers  of  certain  lots  in 
Shawneetown,  whicn  they  presented  to  the  county 
of  Gallatin,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  court- 
house and  jail,  praying  that  the  balance  of  the 
pnrchase  money  due  may  be  remitted ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commits 
tee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RoBEBTB  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
CarroU,  at  Duddington,  and  others,  proprietors  of 
the  House  occupied  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  during  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
Congresses,  preying  that  the  damages  which  the 
House  sustamed  during  the  said  occupaDcy  may 
be  repaired  ;  and  the  petition  was  raid,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  LowBiB  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  S. 
Tanner,  praying  the  aid  of  the  Government  to 
enable  him  to  publish  an  atlas,  to  embrace  the 
whole  territory  of  the  United  States,  with  its  rel- 
ative importance  with  respect  to  other  portions  of 
the  world }  and  the  petition  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Kiifo,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Qardon  Back,  and  others,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  praying  that  additional  lights  may 
be  authorized  for  greater  safety  in  navigatins  the 
"  Sound,"  bMween  the  continent  and  Long  IsUnd ; 
aod  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  SANroBD  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
S.  Baldwin  and  others,  of  New  York,  praying 
the  establishment  of  certain  post  routes;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Tbomab,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
19th  of  January,  instructing  said  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  Jared  E. 
Groce  to  enter  a  fraction  of  land,  made  a  report 
accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  be  discharged  from  the  furtha 
consideration  of  this  aubjeet. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Kon-na-noo-lus-kee, 
or  Chalenge,  oi  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indiana! 
made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Kon-na-noo-tus-kee  or  Chalenge,  one  of  the 
tribe  of  the  Cherokee  Indians ;  and  ttie  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.DicEEBSOH,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Dobson  and  Son,  made  a 
report  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  EiNO,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  supplemental 
to  the  act  of  last  session,  authorizing  the  appoint- 
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Dent  of  eommiasioaers  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
WheeUne  to  the  Mississippi ;  and  tbe  bill  was 
read.  [This  bill  provides  tbat  the  said  road  shall 
be  ao  laid  out  as  to  pass  through  Columbus,  lodiaa- 
imjis,  and  Vandalia,  (the  seats  of  goTemment  of 
Cmio,  Indiana,  and  Illiaois,)  and  making  an  ad- 
ditional appropriatioQ  of  ten  tbotisand  dollars  for 
that  objecL] 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  from  tbe  select  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  sapplementary  to  the  several  acta  for  adjust- 
ing the  daims  to  land,  and  cstaUiahing  land  offices 
in  the  districts  eatt  of  the  iilaild  of  New  Orleans ; 
and  the  bill  waa  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  resolnlion  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  MisBoari  into  the  ITuion  was  md  the 
second  time. 

COMPENSATION  TO  MEMBERS. 
The  report  of  the  committee,  adverse  to  the 
reduction  of  the  compensation  of  members  of 
Congress,  with  the  amendment,  going  to  alter  the 
tenor  of  tliat  report,  was  nexl  on  the  orders  of  the 

BanMini  mored  to  lajr  tbe  resolntion  on 
thetaUe. 

BIr.  RoMBTS,  eimndering  this  motion  as  pro- 
ponng  a  final  disposition  of  the  subject  for  the 
present  session,  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe 
question  j  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question 
were  taken  accordingly,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Moan.  Barboar,  Eaton.  Elliott,  Gaillard. 
HoJmca  of  Maine,  Hnotn',  Jobnaon  of  Louiriana, 
Kiof  of  New  YoA,  Lanmsn,  Hills,  Olia,  Pleasants, 
Sanford.  Stokes,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  William*  of 
Tenneaaeo — 17. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Dickernon,  Holmes  of  Mii- 
atasim.  Knight,  Lowrie,  Maewn,  Morril,  Noble^  Pal* 
mer,  Boberts,  Boggles,  Smith,  SonUiard,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor, Tfaomaa,  TrimUe,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Wil- 
fisM  at  lHMM«|ipi— 19. 

8o  tbe  Senate  refused  to  lay  tbe  report  on  the 
table,  and  proceeded  to  considn  it. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barboub,  snjv- 
p«led  by  an  ailment  mt  the  merits  of  the  propo- 
dtion,  ine  repmrt  was  postponed  to  Thursday  next 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted State^  the  question  still  being  on  tbe  follow- 
ing amendment,  pn^»osed  by  Mr.  Robebts  : 

Sac  3.  AMd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  tbo  bills 
or  Boica  of  tbo  Officaa  of  Disooant  and  Depoaite  of 
tbe  said  bank,  excepting  those  of  tbe  office  in  Iho  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  oiiginaUy  made  payaWe,  or  wiiA 
AaB  ba*«  becono  payaMe  on  demand,  riiall  ba  teoeiTb 
lUa  in  all  MyBsnis  to  the  Uaitad  States,  only  in  tbe 
8lales  sad  Iwritories  in  which  they  are  made  paya- 
ble, sad  in  tfia  Statca  and  Territoriea  in  which  no 
Office  of  Diseonnt  and  Depostte  sbsU  be  established, 
aaj  tbing  is  the  foorteenth  seotion  of  the  act  incor- 
jporatisg  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
BtMtu,  to  the  eontraiy  notmtbaUnding :  Protuied, 
That  all  notes  of  tbe  denofnioatioa  of  fire  dollars, 
isMMd  tithsT  by  the  bank  or  any  of  its  Offices  of  Dis- 


eonnt and  Depoaite,  made  payable  on  demand,  shall 
be  receivable  at  tbe  bank  or  any  of  ita  offices :  And 
provided  further.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  ibr  the 
directors  of  tbe  aaid  bank  to  establish  more  than  one 
Office  of  Discount  and  Depoaite  to  any  State,  witboul 
the  consent  of  tbe  Legislature  thereof  flist  had  and 
obtained. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ao  math 
of  tbe  aeeond  and  fourteenth  faDdameatal  articlas  of 
tbe  conatitntion  of  said  bank,  contained  in  the  elav- 
;  enth  aection  of  tbe  act  incotporating  the  sabseribers 
thereto,  as  provides  that  no  director  of  Uw  said  bank, 
or  any  of  iu  Offices  of  Discount  and  Depoaite,  shall 
bold  bis  office  more  than  three  yeara  out  of  hat  in 
snceeeeinn,  be,  and  the  same  is  berelv  repaalad. 

8so.  K.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  the  cUreo> 
tore  of  the  said  corporatism  aball  cause  a  list  of  tbe 
stockholders  of  the  said  bank,  together  with  their 
places  of  residence,  to  be  kept  in  the  banking  bouse 
at  Philadelphia,  open  to  the  inspectioa  of  any  and 
evfliy  stockholder  of  said  bank  who  may  apply  for  tlie 
aame  within  tbe  honra  of  boaiDeas,  for  at  least  ninety 
daya  previoualy  to  every  anneal  election  of  direelors, 
snd  DO  peisott  who  may  ba  entitled  to  vote  at  any 
election  roe  diraetors  of  aaid  bank,  as  attorney,  pnuij, 
or  agents  for  any  other  peiaon*  eopatinenhip,  or  bocv 
polilie,  shall,  as  such,  give  a  greater  number  than 
— —  volea,  under  any  pretence  whatsoever,  and  no 
letter  of  proxy  shall  be  of  any  force  or  eilect  longer 

than  years,  or  until  it  shall  have  been  revok^ 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacts.  That  whenever 
the  ssid  corporation  assent  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  cerufy  eocb  aasent  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury  Department  by  writing,  duly  authenticated, 
this  set  shall  be  of  full  force  and  effect,  and  not  other- 
wiae. 

The  queatbn  being  taken  on  the  first  seetim  of 
this  amendment,  it  was  rtgected  by  the  following 

vote: 

Ykas— Means.  Dana,  Dickeraon,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Roberta,  Taylor,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 7. 

Nats — Mestra.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Gaillard,  Holnws  of  Maine,  Halmea  of  Mississippi, 
Horaey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New 
York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mills,  Nt^,  Otis, 
Palmer,  Pleasants,  Rugglea,  Sanford,  Smitb,  Soatbard, 
Stokea,  Talbot.  TIchenor.  Trimble,  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama, Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennes- 
see—3a. 

The  remainder  of  the  amendment  was  that 
also  rejected. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Lowbib.  the  foHowiog  pro* 
risioD,  being  the  last  in  the  bill,  and  amon^  the 
penalties  for  defrauding  the  bank,  was  stricken 
out,  viz : 

'*Aod  by  standing  in  a  pillory  not  more  than  three 
times,  in  open  day,  in  aome  puUic  .place,  during  one 
boor  at  a  time,  whieh  atanding  in  a  ptilovj,  when  In- 
flietsd  mere  tlun  once,  shall  be  on  difiereot  days." 

The  UU  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed^  as 
amotdcd,  and  read  a  tliird  time,  by  the  following 
TOte: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Barboar,  Dana,  Dickeraon,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmee 
of  MMstsaippi,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Joha- 
aon  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Mew  York,  Milla,  Morril, 
Otis,  Parrot,  Plsasant%  Boberts,  Saoford,  Southard, 
Stokes,  Tiebsnor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Oeorgia,  and  Williams  ef  Misaissippir-Se. 
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NaT! — MeHTf.  ChiD^kr,  Linmui,  Lowrie,  Mkod, 
Nobis,  Palner,  Hafgle*.  Smith,  Talbot,  and  Trim- 
U»— 10. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Eniqut,  who  stated  Uut 
Iw  is  a  stockholda  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  excased  from  votingr  on  the  pre- 
ceding qnestioos. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  sys- 
Ion  of  bankruptcv  throughout  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  questim,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass  7"  it  was 
detnmined  in  dw  affinuatiTe^jrcas  23,  nays  19, 
as  follows : 

YiAs — Meurs.  Brown,  Dans.  Dickenon,  Edwards, 
BDiott,  GaUIard.  Hon*;,  Hnnter,  Johnaon  of  LouEa- 
itna,  Knight,  LsnmaD,  Milla,  Noble,  Otia,  Farrott, 
Sanfbrd,  Sonthard,  Btokcs,  Taylor,  1%omaa,  Van 
U^kut  and  WiUiBBu  of  Mkaisnp^. 

Nats— Mossn.  Barbour,  CbsDdler,  Eaton,  Holmes 
of  Haiiw,  Holnaas  of  Misstaaippf,  Jobnaon  of  Ken- 
tiiekj.  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  Hacon,  Morril, 
Pleaaants,  Roberts,  Raggles,  Smith,  Talbot,  TrimUe, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Wil- 
liama  of  Tenneaiee. 

So  it  was  Raolvedj  That  the  said  bill  do  pass ; 
and  that  the  tiile  theireof  be  "An  act  to  estaolish 
a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States." 


Tuesday,  February  20. 

The  Prbsidbht  conimunicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  a  transcript  of  all  the 
lists  of  paasengo^  taken  on  board  ships  and  res- 
ads  in  foreign  ports  and  places,  which  arrived  in 
Ihe  United  states  from  the  first  of  October,  1819, 
to  the  30di  September,  1880,  inelwiive ;  and  the 
letter  and  transcript  were  read. 

Bfr.  HoKSBT  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Tbrdkeld  and  Joseph  Brooks,  of  Qeorgetowo,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  authority  to 
dose  a  certain  public  road  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  said  district ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  rdened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Diitrict  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  TiOBBNOB  presented  the  petition  of  Jose- 
phus  B.  Stuart,  late  ^ymaster  of  the  29th  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  praying  that  certain  lots  of  land 
in  Ohio  may  be  received  m  discbarge  of  a  balance 
dae  by  him  to  the  United  States ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Cbims. 

Bfr.  RuooLEs,  fnnn  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  sabiect  was  rderred  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  instant,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  readuig. 

Mr.  Sanfobd,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  a  resdiution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  instant,  reported  a  bill 
ecmccming  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries ;  it 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tbomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  fn»m  die 


House  of  Representatives,  entitled  *'An  act  foi 

the  relief  of  Robert  Buntin,"  reported  It  with  an 

amendment ;  which  was  read. 
The  bill  supplemental  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 

actio  audiorize  the  appointment  of  commisstOQen 
I  to  l«r  oot  the  road  therein  mentioned,"  and  the 
I  bill  for  the  relief  of  Koo-na-noo-lus.kee,  or  Chal- 
j  lenge,  one  of  the  tribe  of  the  Cherokee  Indian^ 

were  severally  read  the  second  time. 
I     The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
;  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Jared  E.  Groce,  was 
{ taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

I  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  T. 
Dobson  &■  Son,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  postponed  to  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  bill  "further  to  establish  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," as  amended,  was  tuoi  op ;  and  the  faiU 
having  been  further  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  "  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States"  was 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Mouse 
for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  instructing  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  resolution  extending  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Missouri  was 
taken  np,  and  then  Mr.  Wiluaus,  of  Tennessee 
the  mover  of  it,  so  modified  it  as  to  include  also 
the  territory  of  Florida ;  and  then  the  resolution 
was  again  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  motiou 
for  consideration : 

Resotved,  That  a  commitleo  be  appointed  to  join 
aueb  committee  as  may  be  appniated  bj  the  House  of 
Repreaentativea  to  watt  on  the  Pr^Ndent  of  ibo  United 
etstCB,  and  to  nulif;  him  of  hia  re*«leelioa  to  the  oOee 
of  Prestilent  of  the  United  State*. 

Raohedt  That  the  Prraident  of  Uie  United  States 
t>e  requeileil  to  eattae  to  bo  transmitted  to  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  Eaqnire,  of  Now  York,  Vice  Prealdsnt  of 
the  United  StatOi,  a  notifiealioa  of  his  re-eleotkm  to 
that  office. 

MIS80URL 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  declaring  the 
admission  of  the  State    Missouri  into  the  Union. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Robebtb  was  taken  up, 
and  was  modified  by  the  mover,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

Reaohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  S^treteit' 
tativet  of  Ike  Uniied  Stutea  of  Amenta  m  Congrem 
autmbled,  T\xnl  the  Bute  of  Missouri  shall  be  and  ft 
hereby  declared  one  of  the  United  States  of  America 
snd  la  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  eqaal  fiioting 
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vtth  tlta  or^Dsl  Bute*  in  ill  rupecti  vrhttsnr :  Pro- 
vided, That  tb«  following  bo  uk«n  M  funilamenUl 
conditions  and  tenna  opon  which  the  said  State  if  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  namel;  :  that  the  foarth  elanie 
^  the  twcntjr-Mztb  section  of  tbs  third  article  of  the 
coDititatieii,  aabmitlml  by  the  people  of  Miaaoari  to 
the  eoniideiatioo  of  Congreaa,  ^ull.  aa  aooa  as  the 
ftvriatau  of  the  said  eoostilatioD  will  admit,  he  ao 
modified  that  it  shall  not  be  applicable  to  enj  dcserip- 
tion  of  penona  who  ma;  now  be  or  hereafter  thai]  be- 
come citizens  of  aoj  State  in  this  Uoinn;  and  that, 
until  ao  modified,  no  law  passed  in  conformity  thereto 
dull  be  construed  to  ezdude  any  citizen  of  either 
State  in  this  Union  from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the 
prifileges  and  immnnities  to  which  sach  dtisea  is  en- 
tilled  nnder  the  Oonstitation  of  the  United  SUtea. 

After  some  debate,  this  resolution  was,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Katom,  seconded  by  Mr.  Van 
Dtk£  and  Mr.  Sodthabd,  postponed  to  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  Mr.  Talbot 
and  Mi.  Jobhson,  of  Kentucky,  at  first  opposed 
the  postponement,  but,  when  time  was  ■:aed  by 
members  in  order  to  examine  more  fulljr  the  reso- 
lution, they  ceased  their  opposition. 


Wedhbsdat,  February  21. 

Ur.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  John  B. 
Ijemaitre,  of  South  Carolina,  merchant,  praying 
the  restitution  of  the  amount  of  an  export  bond 
paid  by  him,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ; 
whieh  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  CmmnUtee 
€m  Finance. 

Mr.  Edwabds  presented  the  petition  of  the  in- 
liabituts  of^  and  settlers  on,  the  military  bounty 
lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  post  offices  and  post  routes  therein ; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  SANPonn,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  "report  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Obio^  on  the  subject  of  the  suit 
of  the  ^nk  of  the  United  States  against  tbe  offi- 
cers of  the  State." 

Mr.  DicKEBBON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  anthorize  theculeetorsof  cnatoms 
to  pay  debentoKs  issued  on  the  exportation  of  loaf 
H^^,  and  spirits  distilled  from  moiaaaea^"  reported 
it  withoot  amradment. 

Mr.  Teoaus,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  rdferred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Doak,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
giTinff  the  right  of  |He-emption  to  William  Doak 
and  Noble  Osborne ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
lead,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas, from  thesame  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Caldwell  and 
othm,  purchasers  of  lots  in  Shawneeiown^  made 
a  repor^  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Commisaioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  remit 
the  instalments  dae  on  certain  lots  in  Sbawnee- 
town,  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  and  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  paned  to  a  second 
leading. 


Sbhati. 


Mr.  RoBEaTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claima, 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  memorial  of  Bartholo- 
mew Bhaumbarg,  made  a  report  aceompaoied  hf 
a  resolution,  thattheprayerof  thep^tiomroiq^ 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesto'day,  to  appoint  a  joint  committee  to  wait 
on  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  notify 
him  of  his  re-election,  and  agreed  thereto;  and 
Messrs.  Babbodb  and  Kina,  of  New<York,  were 
appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate;. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 

Sesterday,  requesting  tbe  President  of  the  United 
liates  to  notify  tbe  Vice  President  o(  his  re-dee- 
tion  :  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for 
adjusting  the  claims  to  land  and  establishing  land 
offices  in  the  districts  east  of  tbe  island  of  New 
Orleans ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Coop- 
er; and  the  bill  concerning  vessels  «nploTed  m 
the  fisheries ;  were  severally  read  the  second  timo. 

Tbe  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation  (tf* 
the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes,  hav- 
ing been  reported  oy  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Talbot  gave  notice  that  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bringin  a  tuU  to  extend  the 
judicial  autbortty^  of  the  United  States  ovn  the 
State  of  Missouri. 

MISSOURI. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  following  resolo- 
tion,  Offered  by  Mr.  Robbbts  : 

Reaolvtd,  by  the  Senate  and  Houu  of  Beprmm^ 
tivee  of  the  Vniied  States  of  Ameriea  in  Congrete  a^ 
eembud.  That  the  State  of  Missouri  shall  be,  and  ■■ 
hereby  declared,  one  of  tbe  United  States  of  America, 
and  ia  admitted  into  tbe  Union  on  an  equal  foottof 
with  the  original  States  in  all  leepecta  whatavar:  iV»- 
vided.  That  the  fbllowing  be  tuen  aa  landanMBtal 
conditions  and  terma  opon  which  the  said  State  is  ad- 
mitted into  tbe  Union^  namely :  that  tbe  fonith  danse 
of  tbe  tweoty-aixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the 
coDstitutioD  submitted  by  the  people  of  Miasoori  t* 
the  consideration  of  Coogresa,  shall*  as  soon  aa  tha 
provisiooa  of  said  conetitntion  will  admit,  be  so  mod- 
ified, that  it  shall  not  be  applicable  to  any  deseriptioB 
of  persons  who  may  now  bo,  or  hereafter  mall  baeiwM^ 
dtizana  of  any  Slat*  in  tUa  UniMi  t  and  that,  nntil  a» 
nedifled,  no  Uw,  paaaad  in  eanfiwmihr  thereto,  shaH 
be  oonatraed  to  exdodo  any  dUsens  of  either  State  in 
this  UoiMi  from  ikten^atwiot  my  of  theprivileM 
aud  immunities  to  whieh  such  dtisen  is  oitiiied  nndw 
the  Constilntion  of  the  United  States. 

Much  debate  took  place  on  the  merits  of  tha 
resolution,  as  well  as  on  tbe  expediency  of  now 
acUng  on  it,  in  the  course  of  whicli  Mr.  Babbodb 
moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  tbe  motion.  The  resolution  was  advo- 
cated by  Mesrrs.  Robbrtb,  Lowbib,  and  Babbodb, 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Shitb  and  Vak 
EhrxB, 

Mr.  Lowbib,  after  observing  that  the  resdntituk 
had  bem  brought  forward  hf  those  wlio  had  op- 
posed  the  ibnier  retdntita  « the  Seute^  from  « 
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sincere  desire  to  see  the  State  admitted,  and  with 
the  riew  of  meetioff  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
M  fiur  as  they  ctmld ;  bat,  as  the  proposition  ap- 
peared not  to  be  acceptable  to  them,  he,  far  on& 
would  not  press  it  on  them,  and  tlurefisre  moTed 
its  indefinite  postponement 

This  motion  was  negatired— yeas  24,  nays  18, 
■a  follows: 

YBAS^Mams.  Brawn,  Chandler,  Diekenon,  Eaton, 
Horsey,  Kiof  of  New  York,  Laamui,  Lowrh,  Macon, 
MiUa,  Noble.  Otia,  Saaford,  Smith.  Soatfaard,  Tich- 
Boor,  Van  Dyke,  and  WiilianM  of  MiuiMtppi. 

Nats— MeMTt.  Barboar,  Dana,  Edwarila,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Haioe,  Holmes  of  Missiuippi, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  LoaUiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Morril,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleuants, 
Boberts,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams 
of  Tenneasee. 

Mr.  WiLUAHS,  of  Tenaeaseei,  mmde  an  unsuc- 
eeeafol  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
with  the  view  of  takins  up  the  Army  bill. 

Mr.  EiMO,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  motion 
previously  made  and  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Barboub, 
to  strike  from  the  resolutioD  all  the  proviso,  as 
follows : 

"  Provided,  That  the  following  be  uken  as  funda- 
mental coodilioDs  and  terms  upon  which  the  said 
State  18  admitted  into  the  Union,  namely :  that  the 
fbnrUi  clause  of  the  twenty-uith  section  of  the  third 
aititje  of  the  conatitntion,  snluniUed  by  the  people  of 
Miaaoiiri  to  the  coniideratioD  of  Congrew,  shall,  as 
soon  as  ihe  prorisiona  of  said  constitution  will  admit, 
bo  HO  modified,  that  it  shall  not  impair  the  privileges 
or  immunities  of  any  description  of  persons  who  may 
now  be,  or  hereafter  shall  become,  ciUzens  of  any  State 
in  this  Union  ;  and  that,  until  so  modified,  nn  law, 
passed  in  conformity  thereto,  shall  be  constnied  to  ex- 
chtde  any  citiien  of  eitfaer  State  in  this  Uoioo,  from 
tte  eii|oyment  of  any  of  tiie  privil^ea  and  tmmnnities 
to  whudi  sncb  citixen  is  emilied  under  the  Constitu- 
tmi  of  the  United  States." 

The  motion  was  decided,  without  debate,  in  the 
n^ative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TkAs — Hesns.  Brown.  Gaitlard,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
stepi.  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Macon, 
luUa,  Otis,  Banlbrd,  Smith,  Tichenor.  Van  Dyke, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Williuos  of  Mississippi,  and 
WUUams  of  Tennessee— 16. 

Nazs— Messrs.  Borbonr,  Chandler,  Dana,  Dick- 
snen,  Eaton,  Edwards,  BUioft,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Hor- 
■ey,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Looiriana, 
Knigjbt.  LanoMn,  Lowrie,  Morril,  Noblo,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott, Pleasants,  Roberts,  Sontbard,  Stokes,  Talbot, 
Taylor  Thomaa,  Trimble,  and  Walkerof  Georgia— 37. 

Mr.  BnowH  moved  to  amend  the  proviso  so  as 
to  deprive  it  of  its  injunction  on  the  State  of  Mis- 
aoori  to  amatd  its  constitution  in  the  clause  re- 
ftnad  to,  and  leave  it  to  read,  that  the  clause 
''■faoaU  not  be  so  eonstmed  as  to  impur  the  prir- 
itnes  ef  dtiseBs  of  other  States"  At. 

MX.  RoBUtTS  objected  to  dds  amendmoit,  as  it 
would  change  the  whole  principte  of  the  proviso, 
and  give  the  resolution  such  a  shape  as  wonld 
compel  him  to  oppose  it 

Mr.  BaowN  maiBtained  his  motion  at  some 
kDgth.  Had  the  reacdntion  oome  fruo  the  other 
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House  in  the  shape  it  now  was,  he  should  perhaps 
vote  for  it,  for  the  sake  of  closing  this  long  stand- 
ing and  disagreeable  question,  to  accomplish  whitdi 
he  was  wilUDg  to  make  great  sacrifices;  but  he 
was  not  ready  to  play  so  bold  a  game  as  to  Tolun- 
teer  to  the  other  House  a  surrender  of  the  whole 
principle  for  which  they  contended ;  especially  as 
the  Senate  had  already  tendered  to  it  one  propo- 
sitiouj  which  had  been  there  r^ected.  A  com- 
promise to  the  extent  the  proviso  went  would  be 
time  enough  when  it  came  from  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Talbot  conceived  that  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Shown  would  be  mischierpos 
and  produce  no  good.  On  so  great  a  subjec^  and 
to  settle  a  question  so  momentous,  he  was  willing 
to  give  up  something,  and  bold  out  to  the  other 
ride  the  hand  of  compromise ;  but  it  was  certainly 
a  question  wtiich  every  one  was  to  settle  with  his 
own  conscience. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Bbown's  mo- 
tion, it  was  negatir^  witbout  a  division. 

Mr.  TaiHBLE  moved  to  amend  the  proviso,  fay 
adding  thereto  the  following  clause : 

And  provided,  abo.  That  the  8th  article  of  the  said 
constitution  [the  article  authorising  the  establishment 
of  banksj  shall  be  annulled  aa  soon  aa  said  eonstitn- 
lion,  in  coninmi^  with  the  pnvlslims  therao^  is  mh- 
jeet  to  amendment. 

This  amendment  was  rejected  without  debate, 
and  without  dirision. 

The  qoestiott  was  then  put  on  ordering  the  tes- 
olution  to  be  engrossed  aiid  read  the  third  time ; 
and  was  decidetTby  yeas  and  nays  as  foUtnra: 

YiAS— Messn.  Barboar,  Edwanb,  Elliott,  Holmea 
of  Maine,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Jofanton  of 
Louisiana,  Lowrie,  Morril,  Parrott,  PleasanU,  Roberta, 
Southard,  Stokea  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennesoee — IB- 
Nats — MessrF.  Brown,  Chandler,  Dana,  DiekerMo, 
Eaton,  Oatllard,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  Votk,  Knight,  Lsnman,  Macon, 
Mills,  N<Ale,  Otis,  Palmer.  Buggies,  Sanford.  SmiA, 
'Hcheww,  Tiimbto.  Van  Vykm,  Walkar  of  Ahbama, 
and  WilUams  of  MiaBissippfr-84. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABUSHMENT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideratioa  of 
the  bill  from  the  other  House  to  reduce  the  Annfi 
and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  A^irs. 

Mr.  WiLLLAus,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  to  the 
Senate  the  couiderations  which  induced  the  com- 
mittee to  recotnmend  the  modifications  which  they 
had  reported  to  the  bill.  He  went  into  a  detailed 
view  of  the  subject,  of  the  poets  necessary  to  be 
maintained,  the  proper  distribution  of  the  forces, 
&c.,  to  show  thMt  the  eerriee  required  the  numba 
of  r^imente  proposed  by  the  substitute  j  also  to 
show  that  the  staff  ooj^t  to  be  consUtulea  as  pro- 
posed by  the  aineDdiiient;  that  the  cost  of  the 
organization  proposed  by  the  substitute  would  be 
but  a  small  sum  more  than  that  pnwosed  by  the 
other  House ;  that  they  had  varied  from  the  bill 
of  the  other  House  only  in  features  which  they 
deemed  of  importance,  leaving  others,  to  some  of 
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which  there  was  some  objections,  u  tlie  other 
Hoose  bad  passed  them. 

The  principal  objection  which  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  had  to  the  details  of  this  bill,  or  the 
amendment,  was  theamal^amatioD  of  the  ordnance 
corps  with  that  of  the  artillery ;  to  show  the  inex- 
pediency of  which,  he  offered  a  few  argaments, 
and  added  some  observations  on  the  impolicy  of 
the  whole  plan  of  rednctioo,  to  which  he  was  op- 
posed, conceiving  it  incompatible  with  considera- 
tioiu  of  trae  economy,  and  fat  which  he  shoold 
Tote  with  relactanee. 

Mr.  TicHBHOR  offiared  his  Tiews  at  la^  on  the 
sabjeel  of  redaction,  and  of  the  modes  proposed ; 
and  tbo  submitted  a  nnmber  of  remarks  on  the 
presoit  Denization  of  the  Army,  in  its  supply 
department  particularly,  to  show  its  great  and  no- 
ezampled  excellence,  both  in  efiSciency  and  econ- 
omjr ;  also,  to  prove  the  inexpedioicy  of  consoli- 
dating the  ordnance  and  artillerv  corps ;  and  in 
favor  of  leaving  the  system  estaUished  in  1815 
relative  (o  the  ordnance  department  untouched. 

Mr.  Dana  objected  to  that  clause  of  theamend- 
ment  which  proposes  to  merge  the  ordnance  de- 
partment in  the  artillery,  as  it  proposed  to  abolish 
a  separate  superintendence  and  control  of  the  pub- 
lic military  property,  and  the  responsibility  which 
ought  to  attach  to  those  officers  discharging  those 
duties,  and  explained  his  views  at  some  length ; 
he  piefened  the  proviuoa  in  the  bill  of  the  other 
House. 

Mr.  Wauubb,  of  Geo^a,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  4th  section  of  the  amendment  iriiich  merges 
the  ordoanee  in  the  artillery,  giving  the  President 
power  to  select  artillery  officers  to  perform  the 
|«esent  ordnance  duties,  giving  them  extra  pay 
therefor,  Ac,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  a  clause  to 
retain  the  ordnance  corps  as  at  present  established. 

Mr.  Trimble  opposed  this  motion,  and  spoke  to 
obviate  the  objections  which  had  been  urged  by 
Messrs.  Dana  and  Walker  against  the  proposed 
consolidation  of  the  two  corps,  and  referred  to  its 
operation  and  effect  to  show  its  expediency  in  the 
organization  of  our  Army. 

Mr.  Ona  advocated  the  motion  to  amend,  being 
always  in  favor  of  maintaining  existing  establish- 
ments which  there  were  not  strong  ana  clear  rea- 
soim  for  changing,  whidt  reasons  did  not  exist  for 
the  present  change,  but  on  the  contrary  they  were 
adverse  to  it :  he  would  therefore  prefer  the  provi- 
sion of  the  ouier  House  in  preference  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  explained  the  dif- 
ference of  cost  in  the  two  plans,  showing  that  the 
mode  proposed  by  the  committee  would  make  a 
■aving  of  9^,000;  that,  besides  this  reasoo,  the 
ordnance  corps  wanted  revision,  and  spoke  to  show 
that  the  duties  would  be  better  discharged  by  an 
amalgamation ;  that  it  would  practice  the  artuleiy 
officers  in  the  performance  of  those  duties,  &c. 

Messrs.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  Tichbmob,  and 
Tbimble,  severally  spoke  repeatedly  to  enforce 
their  views  of  this  matter  of  detail. 

The  question  being  taken  first  on  striking  out 
the4th  section,  it  was  negatived — yeas  18,  nays  19. 

The  bill  was  then  lud  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  me* 
morial  of  the  convention  convened  pursuant  to  ibe 
act  of  Congress  "  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Ala- 
bama territory;  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,"  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  suggesting  the  expediency  and  policy 
of  annexing  to  that  State  so  much  of  the  country 
lately  ceded  by  Spain  as  lies  west  of  the  Appala- 
chicola  river,  and  declaring  their  consent  to  such 
ann^tion;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  laid 
on  the  taUew 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Cknnmitiee  on  PuUic 
Lands,  to  whom  the  sulgect  was  refmed,  by  reso- 
lution of  the  6th  December,  reported  a  bill  to  de- 
signate the  boundaries  of  aland  district  and  for 
the  establishment  of  a  land  office  iitthe  State  of 
Indiana ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Rugoles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  supplementary  to 
an  act  passed  on  the  5th  of  April,  1820,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nichols,"  r<|»ited 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
in  pursuanceof  a  resolution  of  the  15th  instant,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth ; 
which  vras  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Sbutb,  from  the  Ccmmittee  on  4ie  Jtuli- 
ciary,  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  petition  cit  Jthn 
Slooum,  made  a  report  acompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  gruted, 
and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petitiot. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Cahoone,  made  a 
report,  accompamed  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  be  not  granted,  and  that  Ae  peti- 
tioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber to  in<]aire  into  the  expediency  of  amendii^ 
the  judiciary  laws,  so  as  to  authorize  writs  of  error 
in  criminal  cases,  reported  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
legislate  on  the  subject;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  remit  the  instalmento  doe 
on  certain  lots  in  ShawneetowOj  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  jand  the  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-onp- 
tion  to  William  Doak  and  NoUe  Osborne ;  wen 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memorial  of  Bar- 
tholomew Shaumburg ;  and  in  concurrence  there- 
with, resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ' 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  reducing  the  al- 
lowances authorized  by  law  for  the  two  Hotises  of 
Congress,  and  for  the  Executive  DepaiUnents ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  R^resentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  mssed  the  bill 
which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fw 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Tucker,  late  a  Captain  in  the 
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NaTy  of  the  United  States with  an  amendment. 
They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  fix  and  equalize  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States;"  a  resolution  fffovid- 
ing  ior  jails  in  certain  cases,  for  the  safe  custody 
of  persons  committed  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States ;  and  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  to  report  the  subjects 
proper  to  be  acted  on  during  the  present  session ; 
in  which  amendment,  bill,  and  resolutions,  tbey 
request      concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the.  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Military  A&irs. 

Mr.  D1CKER8ON  proposed  to  amend  the  said 
amendment  by  striking  out  of  section  nine,  lines 
one,  two,  and  three,  the  words  "  that  there  shall 
be  one  judge  advocate  with  an  imnnal  salary  of 
two  th<Huand  dollars. 

Mr.  D1CKBB8OH  said,  if  the  amendment  of  the 
Ccnnmittee  on  Military  AfiairSj  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representative!),  proposed  an 
equal  leductioa  of  the  army  with  that  bill,  and  an 
eqoal  reduction  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  be 
should  prefer  it  to  the  bill,  because  it  proposed 
some  improvement  in  the  organization  of  the  force 
to  be  retained  ;  but  this,  said  he,  is  far  from  being 
the  case.  The  anny,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  is 
composed  of  skeleton  regiments,  but  that  proposed 
by  the  amendment  is  a  much  nearer  approach  to 
an  army  of  officers.  The  reduction  is  to  fall 
chiefly  upon  the  noQ-commissioned  officers  and 
privates.  The  nearest  approach  we  can  make  to 
the  bill,  except  in  or^nization,  the  better.  Re- 
trenchment is  the  object,  and  it  ought  to  fall  in 
due  proportion  upon  the  most  expensive  part  of 
the  army.  But,  sir^  we  know  that  a  considerable 
part  of  the  Senate  is  opposed  to  any  reduction  of 
the  army,  and  we  hare  Jnst  heara  a  gentleman 
lay^  upon  this  floor,  he  would  wUliogfy  vote  for 
an  mdefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

The  army;  which  it  is  proposed  by  the  amend- 
meat  to  retain  in  the  serrice,  although  nnnecessa- 
rUy  large,  and  ralculated  to  add  to  the  embarrass- 
ments M  our  exhausted  Treasury,  is  not  such  as  to 
oeite  any  alarm  as  to  the  liberties  of  our  country, 
although  history  furnishes  us  with  numerous  .in- 
stances of  revolutions,  effected  by  armies  of  no 
greater  numbers.  But,  the  exertions  which  hare 
been  made,  and  I  fear  successfully  made,  to  pro- 
duce a  revolution  in  the  public  mind,  upon  the 
rabject  of  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace,  I  will 
confess,  fill  me  with  apprehension  that  our  liber- 
ties after  a  war  or  two  more  are  to  be  controlled 
by  our  standing  armies.  The  apathy  of  the  people 
upon  this  subject,  to  judge  from  their  silence, 
would  indicate  that  their  former  jealousies  of  per< 
manently  standing  armies,  by  some  strange  influ- 
ence, had  been  put  to  rest  forever ;  and  if  ao,  the 
fimwmental  principles  of  onr  free  Government 
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will  soon  be  abandoned  for  something  more  splen- 
did. The  presses,  once  the  guardians  of  our  lib- 
erties, are  now  silent  upon  this  subject,  or  advo- 
cate the  present  establishment  of  the  army ;  and 
not  a  breath  is  heard  against  it  except  upon  the 
floor  of  Coi^ess. 

A  respectable  army  in  time  of  peace,  by  which 
at  present  we  are  to  understand  a  force  of  about 
12,o64  men,  is  spoken  of  with  as  little  concern  as 
if  such  an  estabUslmient  was  of  the  essence  of  our 
GovetnmenL 

Parents  ealeulate  to  educate  their  sonai  to  the 
profession  of  arms,  as  a  provisicm  for  life,  as  they 
would  do  to  the  profession  of  medicine,  taw,  or 
divinity. 

Many  who  have  provided  for  their  sons  in  the 
army,  and  many  wno  wish  to  provide  for  their 
sons  in  the  army,  find  their  minds  strangely  altered 
upon  this  subject;  and  they  heaia  to  view  as 
cnimerical  and  ridiculous  their  former  fears  of  a 
military  government.  If  we  may  judge  of  the 
future  by  the  past,  the  standing  army  is  to  make  a 
most  rapid  progress  in  this  country.  Every  cir- 
cumstance attending  the  army  indicates  this^  but 
excites  little  apprehension  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  who  must  bear  the  burden.  In  thirty  years 
from  this  time  an  army  of  50,000  men  will  be 
considered  as  a  very  moderate  peace  establish- 
ment. 

If  we  succeed  in  reducing  the  army  now,  it  will 
not  be  because  it  is  against  the  seniusof  onrOov- 
emment  to  keep  up  such  an  establishment  in  time 
of  peace,  but  because  our  revmuea  fail  us ;  it  will 
be  because  a  resort  to  measures  calculated  to  save 
the  army,  as  at  present  established,  would  not  be 
exactly  calculated  to  save  ourselves.  Loans,  if 
frequently  repeated  in  time  of  prace,  are  pernicious 
and  dangerous  expedients.  Direct  taxes  would 
lead  to  certain  inquiries  which  might  be  extremely 
troublesome  to  us  who  are  responsible  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  moneys.  We  shall  be 
told,  that,  with  a  surplus  of  five  millions  in  our 
Treasury  four  years  ago,  we  have,  in  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  been  obliged  to  borrow  three  millions 
last  session,  and  must  borrow  more  this — for  no 
taxes  can  save  us  from  this  necessity. 

I  should  wish  to  see  the  army  reduced  to  five 
thousand  men  in  time  of  peace,  when  no  enemy 
threatens  to  molest  us,  even  if  our  finances  were 
in  the  most  prosperous  train.  But  a  reduction 
which  principle  would  render  proper,  our  empty 
Treasury  will  render  necessary ;  and  but  for  tnu 
necessity  no  reduction  would  take  place.  If  our 
couDtry  was  not  in  distress — if  our  finances  were 
not  embarrassed,  the  army,  as  at  present  estab- 
lished, would  be  permanently  fixed  upon  us.  No 
efforts  of  those  who  think  such  a  force  unneces- 
sary for  our  defence,  or  dangerous  to  our  liberties, 
would  have  the  least  avail.  The  peace  establish- 
ment would  go  on  to  increase,  but  never  to  de- 
crease, from  Uiis  time  forward. 

The  time  was,  about  twenty  years  ago,  whoi  a 
certain  party  made  prodigious  clamors  against 
standing  armies  in  time  of  peace ;  but  times  hare 
altered,  and  I  fear  we  have  altered  with  than. 

For  my  own  part,  however,  I  like  to  look  back 


MQ/Uary  Peace  EstaUiahmtnt. 


Digitized  by  Google 


309 


HISTOBT  07  OONGBESS. 


370 


FfiUDABY,  1^1. 


to  the  period  when  our  Qorennnent  was  first  es- 
tablished— ^when  its  fundamental  principles  were 
more  duly  apfHreciated  than  they  are  now — when 
we  were  swayed  by  political  maxims  that  had 
been  rendered  sacred     the  Revolution. 

And  if,  by  comparison  and  examination,  we 
find  that  we  have  deviated  from  the  courses  then 
pursued;  that  we  have  advanced  in  measures  then 
condemned  as  dangerous  to  our  Government,  a  re- 
trograde movement  should  be  prescribed.  An  ap- 
rvoBoh  to  first  principles  shonld  be  attempted. 
But  in  nothing  u  this  more  necessaiy  than  in  a 
zigid  economy  u  the  expenditure  of  public  moneys, 
and  a  proper  and  necessary  jealousy  to  be  ob- 
served towards  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace. 
These  sentiments,  I  know,  are  somewhat  unfash- 
ionahle  at  present ;  they  are  considered  as  illiberal, 
contracted,  calculated  only  for  the  short-sighted 
politicians  of  the  early  stages  of  our  Government — 
not  suited  to  the  loAy  and  expanded  views  of  the 
statesmen  of  the  present  day.  But  these  are  sen- 
timents of  which  I  am  very  tenacious.  Former 
principles  (perhaps  I  should  say  prejudices^  have 
taken  deep  root  in  my  mind.  I  delight  in  the 
simplicity  and  economy  of  our  early  establish- 
ments. And,  as  good  old  fashions  sometimes  re- 
vive, I  cannot  but  hope  that  these  discarded  prin- 
eiptes,  now  covered  with  obloquy  and  ridicule, 
may  asain  become  the  favorites  of  those  at  least 
who  cherished  them  twenty  years  ago. 

Sir,  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  our 
finances,  and  the  general  distress  of  our  country, 
will  produce  a  salutary  change  in  the  minds  and 
views  of  our  citizens  generally,  which  could  not 
have  been  hoped  for  in  times  of  prosperity.  The 
most  beneficial  efiecb  result,  not  untrequently,  as 
well  from  national  as  individual  calamity.  It  is 
the  part  of  wisdom  to  profit  by  the  lessons  such 
times  afibrd. 

In  order  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  what  may  be 
expected  from  a  standing  army  in  this  country,  it 
wm  be  well  to  consider  what  has  happened  in  the 
land  from  which  we  derive  our  origm.  Charles 
II.,  after  his  restoration,  when  he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  disband  his  army,  retained  in  his  service 
one  thousand  horse  and  four  thoasand  foot  under 
Monk,  who  had  betnyed  the  commonwealth. 
Thb  force  was  retained  for  guards  and  garrisons. 
And  this  was  the  first  appearance  of  a  r^pilar 
standing  army  in  England,  under  a  monarchy.  I 
do  not  speak  of  the  very  ingenious  plans  of  Oliver 
Cromwell  to  fix  sn  army  on  that  nation. 

James  II.  was  anxious  to  increase  his  army,  and 
in  his  speech  to  Parliament,  immediately  afYer 
Monmouth's  rebellion^  he  says :  "  but  when  I  re- 

*  fleet  what  an  inconsiderable  number  of  men  be- 
'  it,  (the  rebellion,)  and  how  long  they  car- 
'  ried  it  on  without  any  opposition,  f  hope  eve- 

*  ry  body  will  be  convinced  that  the  militia,  which 
'  luth  hitherto  been  so  much  depended  on,  is  not 
'  sufficient  for  such  occasions,  and  that  there  is 
'  nothing  but  a  good  force  of  well  disciplined 

*  troops,  in  constant  pay,  that  can  defend  us  from 
'  aueh  as,  eiUter  at  home  or  abroad,  are  disposed 
'  to  disturb  us !"  Here  we  have  royal  doctrine,  as 
wcU  in  favor  of  the  army  as  against  the  militia. 
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This  speech,  says  the  historian,  equally  surprised 
both  HoQses  of  Parliament  and  the  whole  king- 
dom, when  it  came  to  be  published ;  notwithstand- 
ing which,  the  Parliament  enabled  him  to  increase 
his  army  from  seven  thousand  to  fifteen  thousand 
men ;  and  subsequently  to  thirty  thousand  men, 
when  his  kingdom  was  mvaded  by  his  dear  nephew 
and  son-in-law,  the  Prince  of  Orange.  His  army, 
then,  in  imitation  of  other  armiet,  deserted  him  ; 
and,  having  no  confidence  in  his  subjects,  he  ab- 
dicated his  throne. 

King  William,  after  establishing  himself  upon 
the  throne,  was  obliged  to  disbanifhis  army ;  mit 
he  was  extremely  anxions  to  retain  a  large  peace 
establishment ;  in  this  he  was  oj^posed  by  his  own 
friends,  the  wbigs,  who  bad  brought  him  over. 
And,  notwithstanding  he  was  the  best  monarch 
that  nation  ever  imported  to  rule  over  them ;  not- 
withstanding his  remonstrances  and  even  entrea- 
ties, in  favor  of  his  army;  notwitbstanding  the 
cry  excited  and  kept  up  from  one  end  of  the  king- 
dom to  the  other,  inat  the  church  and  the  monar- 
chy were  in  danger ;  the  Parliament  were  infiex- 
ible,  and  obliged  him  to  reduce  his  forces  to  ten 
thousand  men,  and  subsequently  to  seven  thousand. 
If  I  should  attempt  to  point  out  the  most  brilliant 
period  iu  the  parliamentary  history  of  Great  Brit- 
aiuj  I  should  select  this,  when  the  Parliament  thus 
obliged  the  King  to  reduce  his  army,  and,  what 
was  still  more  mortifying  to  him,  to  send  home  his 
favorite  Dutch  guards.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
howevw,  that,  when  they  thus  reduced  the  army, 
they  made  a  larger  provision  for  the  sea  service: 
they  did  not  consider  an  increased  navy  as  at  all 
dangerous  to  their  liberties. 

In  the  reign  of  Q.ueen  Anne,  the  military  glory 
acquired  by  the  English,  reconciled  them  to  a 
standing  army,  which  was  unnecessarily  kept  up, 
with  alTits  corruptions  and  abuses,  under  the  most 
fortunate,  the  most  mean,  and  the  most  mercenary 
of  mortals,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

During  the  two  succeeding  reigns,  the  constant 
cry  of  the  Pope  and  the  Pretender,  seems  to  have 
deprived  the  people  of  that  kingdom  of  their 
senses ;  and  they  went  on  from  period  to  period 
to  increase  the  army,  which  w^s  to  enslave  them. 

The  cirenmstances  which  have  led  to  a  large 
increase  of  their  standing  army.since  that  period, 
are  too  fomiliar  to  need  recitiu.  It  is  a  melan- 
choly fact  which  we  shonld  constantly  ken  in 
view,  that  that  nation  which,  a  little  more  than 
one  century  ago,  looked  with  the  greatest  jeal- 
ousy upon  a  standing  anny  of  ten  thousaod  men, 
now  groans  under  the  curse  of  a  military  Gov- 
ernment. 

Our  progress,  I  fear,  will  be  still  more  rapid.  In 
the  year  1700,  General  Knox,  then  the  Secretary 
of  War,  made  a  report  upon  the  subject  of  the 
militia,  which  will  afibrd  a  just  test  ot  the  senti- 
ments of  those  who  were  most  faforable  to  a 
standing  army  in  time  of  peace  at  that  day ;  for, 
it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  General  Knox,  a 
distinguiihea  officer  of  the  Revolution^  had  not  a 
strong  partiality  for  the  army.  In  this  rqnrt  he 
says: 

•*  A  small  corps  of  wdl  disdpUnsd  snd  well  halbimed 
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trtUtarisU  and  enginean,  and  a  legion  for  the  protec- 
tion of  oar  frontieTi,  and  the  magaxinea  and  araenab. 
aia  all  the  miliUry  which  maj  be  raqnireil  for  tba  nae 
of  the  United  Sutea.  The  fmvateaof  the  oorpa  to  be 
«iiliite(l  for  a  eerUtn  period,  and,  after  the  expiration 
of  which,  to  return  to  the  maaa  of  eitiHoa.  An  ener- 
getic national  militia  ia  to  be  regarded  aa  the  capitaJ 
aecarity  of  a  free  Republic,  and  not  a  atanding  army, 
forming  a  distinct  claaa  in  the  community. 

U  ia  the  introdaetion  and  diliiuon  of  noeand  cor- 
roptioo  of  maunera  into  the  mau  of  the  people,  that 
rendera  a  atanding  army  neceaaary.  It  ia  when  pub- 
lic spirit  ia  deapLaed,and  avarice,  indolence,  andeOBm* 
inacy  of  mannera,  predominate,  and  prevent  the  ea> 
tabliahment  of  inatitutioDa  which  woold  alevale  the 
minda  of  the  youth  in  the  patha  of  virtue  and  honor, 
that  a  atanding  army  ia  formed  and  rivetted  forever." 

This  rqmrt  was  examined,  and  strongly  recom- 
meoded  to  the  attention  of  Gongress,  by  General 
Washington,  the  then  President  of  the  United  States. 
Eight  months  after  this,  itwas  enacted  by  Congress 
that  the  wh(de  namber  of  non-commisaionecl  offi- 
cen,  musicians,  and  privates,  to  be  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  at  any  one  time,  riionld  not 
exceed  1,216  men,  to  be  raised  for  three  years,  un- 
less sooner  discharged]  to  be  omnizea  into  one 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  consist  of  three  battalions, 
and  one  battalion  of  artillery. 

In  1802,  the  Peace  Establishmoat  was  fixed  at 
3^384  officers,  non-commiaairaed  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  exclnsive  of  a  few  military 
agents. 

In  1815,  it  was  enacted  by  Congress,  that  the 
Peace  Establishment  of  the  tlnited^  States  should 
consist  of  such  portions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and 
riflemen,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  ten  thousand 
men,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
judge  iiroper,and  that  the  corps  of  engineers  should 
K  retained,  which  consisted  of  140  men,  making, 
in  the  aggregate,  10,140  men ;  yet,  such  is  the  con- 
struction given  to  this  law,  ihaXf  by  the  jHreaent  ot- 
ganization,  otir  army  amoants,  in  uie  aggregate,  to 
12,664. 

After  the  next  war  in  which  we  may  be  engaged 
shall  be  finished,  I  have  no  doubt  our  Peace  Estab- 
lishment will  be  fixed  at  20,000  or  more. 

We  had  for  the  head  of  our  first  Peace  Establish- 
ment a  colonel ;  for  the  second,  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral ;  for  the  third,  two  major  generals  and  Tour 
iMrigadiers.  If  such  has  already  been  the  progress 
of  our  army,  what  may  we  not  expect  in  future  1 

I  think,  with  General  Knox,  that  an  energetic 
national  militia  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  capital  se- 
curity of  a  free  Republic.  The  nary  has  grown 
up  to  a  degree  of  importance  that  could  not  have 
been  anticipated  thirty  years  ago.  It  is  now  looked 
upon,  and  justly  so,  as  our  strong  defence  against 
Eoropna  enemies;  and  it  has  this  important  cir- 
cumstBDce  to  recommend  it.  thu  it  has  no  ten- 
dency to  endanger  the  libaties  of  the  coantry.  It 
was  the  policy  of  the  parly  of  Ae  De  Witts,  who 
were  Republicans,  to  encourage  the  wtt,  but  ci 
the  Oraufe  party,  to  encoivage  the  army,  Mcause, 
says  Mr.  Hume,  the  army  were  in  favor  of  monar- 
chy ;  and  a  large  army  must  at  all  times,  from  its  or- 
ganization, be  anti-repaUiean. 


The  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  is  a  val- 
uable institution,  inasmuch  as  it  leads  to  a  difiu- 
sion  of  correct  military  science  thrcni^out  the 
United  States,  to  be  called  into  requisition  when- 
ever wanted,  and  thus  renders  it  proper  to  reduce 
the  standing  army  to  a  point  below  what  it  would 
otherwise  M  expedient  to  do.  There  is  but  one 
thing  to  be  feared  from  this  act^eroy,  which  vs. 
that  it  may  enlist  too  many  frioids  in  favor  or 
standing  armies. 

In  time  of  war  we  must  have  armies  sufficient 
for  the  exigencies  of  the  war ;  most  of  the  fight- 
ing should  be  done  by  regular  forces ;  but  the  first 
onset  in  all  our  wars  most  be  sustained  by  our 
militia,  and,  during  the  war,  they  must  be  pre- 
pared at  all  points  to  defend  the  country ;  and,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  enabled  so  to  do,  the  great- 
est attention  should  be  paid  to  their  organization 
and  discipline,  which  never  will  be  the  case  while 
we  rely  upon  a  standing  army. 

The  policy  of  keeping  up  skeleton  reeiments, 
so  much  reduced  as  to  consist  of  no  more  than  440 
rank  and  file,  with  a  full  complement  of  officers, 
will  not  be  understood,  except  by  gentlemen  of 
the  army.  To  show  the  propriety  of  reducing 
the  anny  to  the  lowest  point  propowd,  both  as  to 
officers  and  men,  I  wiU  read  some  statements 
made  and  calculated  from  documents  laid  on  our 
taU«: 

Expense  of  the  army  for  pay,  subsistence,  forage, 
bounties,  premiunis,  expenses  of  recruiting,  hos- 
pital department,  and  Military  Academy,  for 

the  year  1818  53,748,445 

For  the  year  1819     -      -      -      -  3,351,363 
Eleven  months  in  1620  $2,616,526 
Add  for  one  month,  estimate  218,044 

  2,834,570 

$9,934,378 

The  average  of  three  years  -  -  $3,311,457 
Which  would  give  for  our  six  years  of  peace, 
nineteen  millions  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  dollus. 
It  will  be  observed,  that  this  is  exclusive  of  ex- 
penses for  fortifications,  and  a  variety  of  othn 
charges  attending  the  defence  of  the  country  fay 
land. 

Expense  for  transportation  for  officers  amount* 
ed,  in  three  years,  1816,  18l7,  1818,  to  892^56^ 
and  their  charges  for  the  same  time,  for  fuel  and 
quarters,  amounted  to  $14^63. 
Kor  the  recruiting  service : 

Recruits  in  the  year  1817      .      .      -  3,939 
1818      -      -      -  4,238 
u  1819      -      -      -  4,304 

"  1820     -     -      -  3,211 


15,692 


Average  of  four  years  -     -      -      -  . 

This  woold  give  fn:  our  six  Tears  of  peace, 
23,538,  which,  at  fotirteen  dollars  tor  each  recrai^ 
would  amount  to  ^15,532.  So  much  for  recralt- 
ing,  besides  large  sums  for  taking  up  deserters^  at 
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thirty  dtdUrs  a  head,  and  for  ^ootiiig  desertos 
thirty  dollars  each ;  at  least,  that  was  the  sum 
odered  by  Colonel  King  to  be  paid  to  Sergeant 
Childress  for  shooting  Neil  Cameron,  a  deserter, 
who  be^ed  for  his  life,  and  that  he  might  be 
tried  by  a  court  martial.  And  are  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  be  taxed  to  keep  up  an  army 
of  such  materials,  which  is  crambliog  away  at 
the  rate  of  about  one-third  annually  ?  Of  what 
use  can  such  an  army  be  to  the  country  ?  If  there 
were  do  other  reason,  this  would  be  sufficient  to 
justify  a  reduction  of  the  army  to  the  lowest  point 
proposed.  As  these  calculations  are  made  from 
scanty  materials,  they  may,  in  some  instances,  be 
above,  and  in  some  below,  the  truth. 

Great  as  die  diqwsition  is  to  tnerease  the  body 
of  the  army,  there  is  still  a  greater  dit^>osition  to 
increase  the  head. 

The  staff  of  the  army,  as  established  by  Con- 
ness  in  1815,  was  not  satisfactory ;  and,  in  1816, 
Congress  created  the  offices  of  one  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  Qeneral,  one  Adjutant  Qeneral,  one  In- 
spector General,  uree  Topc^raphical  Engineers, 
and  one  Quartermaster  General.  In  1818,  a  bill 
was  introduced  for  reducing  the  staff  of  the  army: 
and,  under  that  imposing  name,  it  passed  on  till 
its  last  stage,  when  it  was  discovered  that  it  in- 
creased the  staff,  and  its  title  was  changed  to  a  bill 
regulating  the  staff  of  the  army.  By  this  reduc- 
tion of  the  staff,  we  gained  one  Surgeon  General, 
with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  bat,  as  he  is  allowed,  notwithstanding  his 
being  a  salary  officer,  thirty-six  dollars  per  month 
forqoarlers,  and  thirteen  dollus  per  month  for 
fuel,  by  some  rule  I  do  not  understand,  his  allow- 
ance amounts  to  three  thousand  and  eighty-eight 
dtrflars  a  year.  And  now,  sir.  when  we  are  about 
to  lednee  the  army,  we  are  called  upon  to  create  a 
new  staff offieer,  to  be  called  a  Judge  Advocate — 
a  faoreaa  officer — a  subordinate  head  of  depart- 
ment, to  be  located  at  Washington,  with  a  salary 
of  two  thousand  dollars  a  year.  We  have  now 
two  Judge  Advocates,  one  for  tbe  Northern,  and 
one  for  the  Southern  division ;  who,  for  a  long 
time  past,  have  had  nothing  to  do,  that  I  can  dis- 
cOTcr,  but  to  draw  their  pay.  They  are  not  ne- 
cessary to  the  service,  and  such  must  be  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Military  Committee,  for  they  hare  not 
provided  for  contmuing  them.-  But,  if  a  judge 
advocate  is  not  wanted  where  the  troops  are,  how 
can  he  be  wuited  here  1  Is  he  to  att«a  the  courts 
martial  that  may  take  place  at  the  Marine  Bar- 
racks or  Fort  Warburton  7  Surely,  he  is  not  to 
be  sent  round  to  the  different  raiments  located  at 
separate  and  distant  points,  ^om  the  Niagara 
froatiCT  to  the  Council  Bluffs?  When  courts 
martial  arc  detailed  for  the  service,  judge  advo- 
cates maybe  detailed  to  attend  the  triab;  and 
that  will  be  done  even  if  we  have  a  Jxid^e  Advo- 
cate General  here.  The  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee  has  been  called  upon  to  state,  asfar 
as  the  same  may  have  come  to  his  knowledge, 
what  are  to  be  tbe  duties  of  this  Judge  Advocate 
General.  He  informs  us  that  he  is  to  keep  a 
record  of  the  jiroceedings  of.  the  courts  martial  to 
be  hdd  for  the  way,  and  to  cominlc  a  system  of 
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martial  law  for  the  United  States.  As  to  the  first, 
it  is  tbe  duty  of  all  Judge  Advocates  in  tiie  service 
of  the  United  States,  or  who  may  be  detailed  to 
attend  courts  martial,  to  transmit  all  the  docu- 
ments, and  papers,  and  proceedings,  of  the  conrts 
which  they  may  respectively  attend,  to  the  War 
Department,  where  they  are  to  be  carefully  filed 
and  preserved,  imder  the  immediate  care,  I  pre- 
sume, of  the  Adjutant  Gkneral,  and  where  they 
are  to  remain  as  records.  Surely,  these  papers 
and  documents  are  not  all  to  be  recorded  m  a 
book;  but,  if  they  are,  it  can  be  done  by  a  com- 
mon clerk.  As  to  compiling  a  system  or  martial 
law,  I  would  not  employ  an  officer  with  a  perma- 
nent salary  to  perform  such  a  service,  even  if  we 
wanted  it,  but  we  do  net ;  we  have  such  a  system 
reported  to  us  within  a  few  days,  and  laid  npon 
our  tables,  chiefly  copied  from  a  former  system, 
which  was  copied  from  one  still  earlier,  adopted 
about  the  commencement  of  our  Revolutionary 
war.  A  Judge  Advocate  Greneral  is  altogether 
unnecessary.  I  will,  thertfore,  move  to  strike  out 
so  much  of  the  amendment  as  relates  to  this  offi- 
cer }  and  I  hope  and  trust  that  in  this  solemn  farce 
of  reduction,  we  shall  not  create  an  officer  whose 
services  aru  not  wanted,  and  whose  duties  no  one 
can  define. 

Mr.  Dickersoh's  motion  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  31,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bsrbour,  Cbsndter,  Dans,  Dicker- 
son,  Otillsrd,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Honey,  King  of  Ala- 
bama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Maeon,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rag- 
glfls,  Saofocd,  Smith,  Sonlhard,  Ticbeoor,  Van  Djke* 
Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Wilfiama  of  MiMissimi. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Eaton,  Edwards.  Elliott,  HoIibss 
of  Mississippi,  Hanter,  Jobason  of  Kentucky,  King  e{ 
New  York,  Lonrie,  Milts,  Otis,  Pamtt,  Roberta, 
Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  further  to  amend  the 
said  amendment,  by  striking  out  of  section  fiv& 
lines  two  and  three,  the  words  "  Major  General 
with  two  Aids-de-Camp,  two  Brigadier  Generals 
each,"  and  inserting  Brigadier  Gmeral ;  and  also, 
by  striking  out  of  the  third  line,  the  words  *'  Aids- 
de-Camp,"  and  inserting  Aid-da-Camp — a  division 
of  the  question  was  called  for,  and  the  question 
was  taken  on  striking  out  the  words  "  Major  Gen- 
eral with  two  Aids-de-Camp and  it  >was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — ^yeas  16,  nays  24,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxA^Mesen.  Barbour,  Dana,  Dickenon,  GatUard, 
King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowria,  Meoon, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Rnggles,  Smith.  Southard,  TIdieDor, 
and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chandler,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Misnssippi,  Honey, 
Hanter,  Johnson  of  Keotucky,  Johnaon  of  Looisiana, 
King  of  New  York,  MiUa,  Otis,  Parrott,  Roberts,  San- 
ford,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Thomas.  TrimUa,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Misnssippi, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  residue  of 
the  proposed  amendment  to  the  said  amendment, 
it  was  also  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  9, 
nays  31,  as  f<dlows : 
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Tbib — M«wn.  Barboor,  Dtoa,  GtilUnl,  Lowrie, 
Ifaeoo,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rngglet,  Bud  Smith. 

Natb — M«wrB.  ChsDiller,  Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wuda,  Elliott,  Holme*  of  Maine,  Holmaa  of  Miaaiaaippi, 
Honqr*  Hoatar,  JotuwoQ  of  KontBcky,  Johnaoo  of 
ItODiaiuia,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  To^ 
Knight,  Lanman,  Milla,  Oti>,  Parrott,  Roberta,  Sao- 
ford,  SoQtbard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Tichenor, 
TrimUe,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama.  Walker  of 
Georgia,  WiUUma  of  Miaaiaaipp,  aad  WUUama  of 
TeonesMc. 

And  tb«  said  amendmeot  hariDa;  been  further 
amended,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported lo  the  House,  amended  accoidin^^f ;  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  Febmary  23. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBBBinBKT  OF  TBB  UnITBD  StATBBI 

2b  the  Senofe  and  Hmue  ^ 

RepreaentativeM  of  the  United  Statet  .• 
The  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  signsil  on  the  2Sd 
of  February,  1819,  having  been  ratified  by  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  the  ratifications  having  been  ex- 
dianged,  it  is  herewith  commuQicated  to  Congress, 
that  soch  legislative  measures  may  be  taken  as  they 
diall  judge  proper  for  canyiag  the  same  into  exacn- 

UOD. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WAaauiOTOv,  FA.  Sl^  ISSl. 

The  MessBf^  and  treaty  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  following  Menase  was  also  received  from 
the  Pbesidbnt  op  thb  Uhitso  Statbb:  - 
7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statee  .• 

In  oompUaoce  with  a  reaolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
16th  instant,  requesting  "  Uie  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  the  original 
order  for  building  the  barradts  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  to- 
gether with  all  communications  between  the  War  De- 
partment and  Major  General  Brown  relative  thereto, 
and  die  amount  of  public  moneys  expended  thereon," 
I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  the  papera  encloaed,  which  contain  the  infi>rma- 
tioD  deahed. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WAsaiB«TOV,  A&.  SS,  18S1. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 

The  Pbbsidbht  eranmuntcated  a  rroort  of  the 
Seeretarjr  of  State,  upon  weights  ana  measures, 
nepared  in  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817 ;  and  the  report 
was  read,  and  six  hundred  copies  thereof  ordered 
to  be  printed ;  fire  hundred  of  which  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  the  Senat^  and  one'huadred  for  the  use 
of  the  Department  of  State. 

The  Fbesident  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  trans- 
mittiug  the  reports  of  the  land  officers  at  Jackson 
Courthouse,  on  claims  for  laud;  and  the  letter  and 
reports  were  read. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  merchants  of  tne  citjr  of  New  York, 
representing  that,  hy  the  umatnictifm  given  to  the 
thirteenth  secUon  of  the  act  lapplenunlmry  to  an 


Fbbbdabt,  1821. 


act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage  at  the  costom-faouse,  and  which  they 
believe  is  erroneous ;  they  are  subjected  to  great 
inconvenience  and  frequent  penalties ;  and  praying 
that  an  act  may  be  passed  explanatory  thereof,  and 
that  the  penalties  incurred  may  be  remitted  j  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  rnerred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  credentials  of  Sahusl  L.  Southabd,  ap- 
point! a  Senator  by  the  L^slature  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commenc- 
ing on  the  fonrth  day  of  Manh  next,  were  read, 
and  laid  on  file. 

Mr.  RoBBRTS  presented  the  petition  of  the  ii^ 
habitants  of  thirteen  counties  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  that  such  a  reorganization  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  that  Slate 
may  be  made,  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  holding 
said  court,  as  will  conduce  more  to  their  conve- 
nince ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  th« 
table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  the 
memorial  of  the  convention  that  formed  the  con- 
stitution of  Alabama,  yesterday  presented  to  the 
Senate,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Rdations. 

Mr.  Sam  roan  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  ''An  act  fixing  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian ap- 
proved April  18,  1818. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  vras  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  made  • 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  granting  to  the 
corporation  of  tne  city  of  Mobile,  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  certain  lots  of  ground  in  the  said  city^: 
and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  same  committee^  made 
an  un&vorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Watsoci 
Brown. 

Mr.  Talbot  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  UU  to 
provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
IJnited  States  within  the  State  of  Missouri ;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to 'a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Babboub  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Rett^vedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stataa 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at 
their  next  session,  wbateTcr  information  he  may  pos- 
sess in  relation  to  the  execntion  or  riolation  of  the 
laws,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  navigation,"  passed 
April  18th,  1818;  and  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  aup- 
plementary  to  an  aet,  entitled  'An  act  concerning  na- 
vigation," passed  May  16tb,  I8S0;  whether  any,  and 
if  any  what,  additional  measures  be  necesaary  lo  give 
full  ftffoct  to  the  laws  afbresaid. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Tucker, 
late  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;** 
and  coDcnrred  therein. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
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titled  "An  act  to  fix  and  equalize  the  pay  of  the 
officers  in  the  Army^  of  the  United  States,"  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, providing  for  jails  in  certain  cases  for  the 
safe  eostody  of  persons  committed  under  the  au- 
thority of  (he  United  States,  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  readinc. 

The  resolation  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivea,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
report  the  subjects  proper  to  be  acted  on  daring  the 
present  session,  was  read  three  times  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  concurred  in ;  and  Messrs.  Sah- 
Fosn  and  Smith  were  appointed  the  committee  on 
thepart  of  the  Senate. 

'The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  petition  of 
John  Slocum ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved, that  Uie  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not 
granted,  and  that  ne  hare  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  petitiou  of 
John  Cahoone;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved, that  the  inra^erof  thepetition  benoteimnt- 
ed,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
hispapers. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  expediency 
of  extending  to  the  Supreme  Court  appelate  juris- 
diction in  criminal  cases,  and  concurred  therein. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  Have  passed  a 
iHtl,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1821  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  buUdioff  of  lighthouses  on  Cross  and 
Pond  islands,  in  the  bartor  of  Boothbay,  and  at 
the  mouth  of  Oswego  river,  and  placing  buoys  on 
the  shoals  of  Nantucket  and  Vineyard  Sound,  near 
the  harbor  of  Wickford,  and  on  the  Altamaha 
river,  and  for  other  purpcues in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  Military- Peace  Establishment, 
and  the  substitute  proposed  thoefoi  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TicBBNOR  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th  sec- 
tion of  the  substitute,  which  proposes,  in  substanc^ 
to  merge  the  ordnance  corps  ia  the  artiUeryj  ana 
giving  the  President  authority  to  select  artillery 
officers  to  perform  the  present  ordnance  duties,  to 
receive  extra  pay  therefor,  and  to  be  subject  only 
to  die  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and  to  in- 
sert, iQ  lieu  of  said  section,  another,  making  pro- 
vision for  a  separate  corps  of  ordnance. 

This  proposition  again  gave  rise  to  a  debate  of 
more  than  an  hour's  continuance,  in  which  Messrs. 
TicHEHOB,  Williams,  of  Tennessee^  Trihblb, 
CBAtnLSBj  Dana,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
took  part. 

In  the  end  the  amendment  was  negatived,  with- 
oat  a  division. 


Senate. 


After  some  farther  motions  and  discnssion  on 
the  minor  details  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Smith  moved  to 
strike  out  of  the  14th  section  of  the  committee's 
amendment  that  part  which  directs  that  all  vacan- 
cies which  may  occur  in  the  Army  prior  to  June, 
1832,  "shall  be  filled  by  selection  from  the  ofEcers 
disbanded  by  virtue  of  this  act,  provided  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  suitable  character  apply  for  the 
same" — ^Mr.  S.  considering  such  a  provision  an 
encroachment  on  the  unconditional  rijght  of  nom- 
ination conferred  on  the  President  of^ the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution,  and  in  effect  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  as  it  went  to  take  from 
the  President  the  right  of  appointing,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  whomsoever  he  pleases  to 
office. 

After  some  discussion  on  the  part  of  the  mover, 
and  Messrs.  Trimble,  Cbandler,  Williams,  of 
Tennessee^  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Macon,  and 
Lanman,  m  which  it  was  urged  by  those  in  favor 
of  the  provision,  that,  as  there  would  be  a  number 
of  valuable  officers  disbanded  under  the  act,  this 
was  only  a  promise  on  the  part  of  Congress,  the 
President  concurring,  that  they  should  have  a 
preference  in  filling  future  vacancies.  Mr.  WiLr 
LiAMs,  however,  consented,  not  deeming  it  mate- 
rial that  the  whole  section  should  be  stricken  out, 
considering  that  the  practice  would  be  that  wMch 
the  provision  contemplated.  The  debate  ended  in 
rejecting  the  whole  section. 

Mr.  Otis  moved  to  restore  the  provision  for  a 
Judge  Advocate,  with  a  salary  of^two  thousand 
dollars,  which  was  yesterday  stricken  out  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  proposition  was  earnestly  opposed  by  Mr. 
DiCEERBON,  and  also  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  vras  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Otis  and  Trimble. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  20,  nays  17 ; 
and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  as 
amended,  and  read  a  third  time. 


Saturoat,  February  24. 

The  two  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
yesterday  laxraght  up  for  concurrence,  were  seve- 
rally read  twice  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  r^erred  the  bill 
concerning  divorces  and  adimony  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  reported  it  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  H^RSET,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Threikeld  and 
Joseph  Brooks,  reported  a  bill  to  empower  the  Levy 
Court  for  the  county  of  Washington  to  discootinue 
a  certain  road  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RuaoLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Webster,"  reported  it  without 
amendment 

Mr.  Samford  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  MU 
to  revive  and  eontinoe  in  force  "An  act  fixing  the 
compensations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
CleiK  of  the  House  of  RepreseDtatives,  of  the 
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clerks  employed  ia  their  office?,  and  of  the  Libra- 
riaa,"  approved  the  18th  day  of  April,  1818;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  readiog. 

Mr.  JoBKsoN,  ot  Louisiana,  sabmitled  the  foi- 
lowtDg  motion  for  consideration : 

Betolvtd,  Th»t  th«  CommittM  od  the  Jadiciaty  be 
inrtrnctod  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying 
the  laws  orgeniBiDg  the  district  court  of  the  United 
Statea  for  the  State  of  LouiaiaDa,  lo  aa  to  require  the 
judge  of  said  diatrict  to  hold  a  court  at  Opelousaa  or 
at  Alexandria,  in  the  neatern  dittrict  of  the  State, 
daring  the  months  ofAugnst  and  September  in  every 
year. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
eoosideraiioD : 

Rnohed,  That  the  Pretidcnt  of  the  United  States 
be  reqaeeted  to  eommnnicate  to  the  Senate,  if  any, 
•nd  ^>t,  preeeediogB  have  been  bed  in  rdaUoo  to 
way  penoD  bolding  an  offie*  under  the  aulbority  of  this 
Oovemmeot,  charged  with  being  conoemed  in  the  in- 
tiodaetion  of  any  slave  or  alavee  into  the  United 
Stales,  contrary  to  eztattng  laws  upon  the  aul^ect; 
and  that  he  report  aach  efidencae  and  opinions  con> 
nected  therewith,  not  confidentially  cooiamnicated  to 
him,  aa  may  be  in  bis  possession. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eatok,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  ooedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instant,  rela- 
tive to  the  claim  of  John  H.  Piatt,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  a  land 
district,  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  land  office 
in  the  State  of  Indiana ;  the  hill  for  the  relief  of 
Dean  Weymouth ;  the  bill  granting  to  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  city  of  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama^ certain  lots  of  ground  in  the  said  city  ;  and 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of 
Missouri ;  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceedea  to  consider  the  last  men- 
tioned bill,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Mondav  nest. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives providing  for  jaila  in  certain  cases  for  the 
safe  custody  of  persons  imprisoned  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  Stat^  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  for  ioformaticw  rdatire  to  the  execution 
or  vitiation  of  the  navigation  laws ;  and  agreed 
thereto.  • 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  refwrt  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of 
Watson  Brown ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved,  that  the  prayn  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States,"  baring  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  lime  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  charters  of  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up, 
And  having  been  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
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consolidation  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  and  the 
Bank  of  Potomac  into  one  bank  (according  to 
their  own  request)  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Babbodr,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  providing  for  the  adjudication  and 
payment  of  claims  arising  under  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  His  Catholic  Majesty ;  and  the  bill 
was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanforo,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  were  discharge  from  the  memorial  of 
the  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which 
was  yesterday  presented  to  the  Soiate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreeentatives 
informed  the  Soiate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  issue  a  patent  to  Thomas  Oxley,**  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for,  the  better 
regulation  of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Thihblb,  it  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  report  whether  it  be  or  not  ezpedirat  to 
admit  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  and  to  provide  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws  therein^  and,  if  not, 
whether  anr  other,  and  what,  pioTiston  adapted 
to  her  actual  condition  ought  to  be  made  by  law. 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  claim  of  the  Marquis 
de  Maison  Rouge  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Arkansas, 
was  taken  up ;  and  after  a  short  time  spent  in  its 
consideration,  it  was  ordered  to  he  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  22,  nap 
9,  as  follows : 

YxAs— Meaars.  Bsrboor,  EUioU,  Gaillard,  Horsey, 
Huntpr,  JohDBon  of  Kentucky,  Johnaon  of  Looiaiana, 
Lowrie,  Milla,  Otis,  PleaaanU,  Ruggles,  Saoford, 
SouthaTd,  Stokea.  Taylor,  Tbomu,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Williams  of  Miasissippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tmaesaee. 

Mats — Messrs.  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Mauie, 
Holmes  of  Hissisaippi,  King  of  New  Torfc.  Lanman, 
Macon,  Palmer,  and  Sdiitb. 

INDIAN  TRADE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  further  to  continue  in  force,  (until  June,  1822,) 
the  act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the 
Indian  trades. 

Mr.  Tbiublb,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  bill  and  the 
present  system  of  Indian  trade,  at  much  length; 
and  the  bill  was  defended  by  Messrs.  Holmes,  of 
Mis3is.<tippi,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  principal- 
ly on  the  ground  that  it  was  too  late  now  to  go 
into  a  revision  of  the  system  of  Indian  trade  at 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  TftiMBLB  ivoposcd  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  section : 

"Sac. 3.  AndlmiiJui^grttuuiediThaXihnHaifix- 
iDtendent  of  Indian  trade  akall  not  hereafter  purckaac 
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anygoodi  fiwtha  lodUn  DepcrtiMot,  Moept  for  lueb 
frctorica  H  the  United  StelM  mn  boud  by  treity  to 
continne;  and  that  the  Pmident  of  the  UDitad  Stataa 
be,  and  Iw  U  banbjr,  authorized  to  adopt  such  meaa- 
uiM  u  may  ba  necoamy  and  proper  to  htTe  the  fonds 
and  the  proper^  employed  in  the  Indian  trade  to  be 
paid  into  the  Treasuiy  of  the  United  Stataa." 

The  amendment  was  n^tired  by  yeas  and 
najrs— 23  votes  to  12 ;  as  follows : 

YiAS — Meaan.  Eaton,  King  of  New  YoA»  Lan- 
man,  Maeom,  Rogglea*  Saafcrd*  &aUh,  Taylor, 
ble.  Walker  of  AUbama,  WiUiuna  of  HiirtaM^  and 

ilUauu  of  Tenniaiae. 

NAxa— Mown.  Barbour,  Chandler,  JDana,  Elliott, 
GaiUud,  Holmea  of  Uaine,  Holmea  of  Miaaiaaippi, 
Honqr,  Hanter,  iohnaon  of  Kentucky,  Johneon  of 
I^ooiauna,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lowrie,  MiUi> 
Palmer,  PamtS^neifanti,  Southard,  Stokei,  Thonaa 
Van  Dyka,  and  Wdker  of  OoDi|^ 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

MISSOURI. 

On  motkm  of  Mr.  Houus,  of  Idaine,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  message  from 
the  House,  announcing  their  ai^intmeut  of  a 
cmnmittee  to  meet  such  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  the  ad- 
mission 01  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  concurring  with  the  other  House  in 
the  course  [voposed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  observed,  that, 
from  the  hasty  glance  he  could  give  the  subject, 
he  saw  no  ffxta  reason  for  such  a  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  uie  Senate.  There  was  no  doubt  or 
difficulty  here  ou  the  subject  of  Missouri.  If  there 
was  any  in  the  other  House,  he  had  no  objection 
to  give  than  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  if^nccei- 
sary,  but  it  could  be  no  reason  for  dte  araointment 
of  a  committee  on  the  of  this  body  to  con- 
salt  wid^  them.  Not  being  able  to  see  the  euedi- 
ency  of  the  course  pn){KMed,  Idr.  8.  moved  that 
the  message  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  B&KBODa,  of  Virginia,  remarked  that  the 
time  left  to  act  on  this  matter  was  so  short  that  a 
little  dday  might  defeat  the  object.  The  subject 
vras  me  of  great  importance,  Mr.  B.  said,  and  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  act  on  it  immediately. 
The  course  proposed  by  the  other  House  was  not 
a  novelty  in  the  [voceeaings  of  Congress  or  of  the 
English  Parliament,  whence  most  of  our  rules 
were  drawn.  Committees  of  conftfrenee  were 
frequently  appointed  on  subjects  of  much  less  im- 
portance than  the  present;  and  it  was  proper  that, 
vfaea  the  two  Houses  do  not  agree  on  the  princi- 
ples of  a  puUic  act,  there  should  be  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  see  if  they  can  devise  anjr  course  in 
which  the  two  branches  would  proftably  meeL 
This  was  a  mere  propoution  for  such  an  uquiry, 
and  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  accede  to  it. 

Mr.  Shitb  said  he  had  no  oppcxtunity  to  see 
what  the  propesition  from  the  other  House  ac- 
tually was,  as  it  had  Just  been  received,  and  once 
read.  If  the  Senate  were  straitened  for  time,  it 
was  a  reastm  for  not  acting  precipitately,  and  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  which  lutd  been  oiged 


in  favor  of  an  immediate  deeisioo,  was  a  reostm 
fox  acting  with  caution.  As  to  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  Fariiamoit^  it  did  not  a^dy  to  this 
case.  If  the  other  Honse  had  sent  back  the  reso- 
lutioQ  of  the  Seiute  for  the  admission  of  Missonri, 
with  an  amendment,  on  which  the  two  Houses 
could  not  agree,  a  committee  of  conference  would 
be  proper  on  the  disagreeing  votes ;  bot  a  commit- 
tee of  conference  to  settle  original  principles  was 
a  novelty.  He  hoped,  at  any  rate,  that  the  Senate 
would  aUow  a  litue  time — even  a  half  an  hour — 
to  think  of  this  prooosition. 

Mr.  HoLMEa,  of  Maine,  hoped  that  the  mcss^ 
would  not  be  Laid  on  the  table.  The  subject  in- 
volved in  it  was  sufficiently  embarrassed  and  dif- 
ficult already,  and  he  shoiud  be  sorry  to  see  any 
additional  impediments  thrown  in  the  way.  It 
was  sim^y  a  proposition  from  the  other  House 
for  a  committee  of  mquiry  into  an  allHmportant 
matter;  and  would  he  asked,  be  pn^  for  die 
Senate  to  refuse  it  ? 

The  motion  to  lay  the  message  on  the  table  was 
negatived. 

The  Senate  thm  e«teumd  inthepiopositioB — 
yeas  S9,  nays  7,  as  fbUowa : 

Tail — Maaars.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Elliott, 
Oaillanl,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Holmea  of  MbnanpiH, 
Horaqr,Hnntor,  Johnson  of  Kentocky,  Johnson  ofLool- 
aians,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
Morril,  Palmer,  Panott,  Pteaaanta,  Roberta,  Soathard, 
Stokea,  Talbot,  Taylor,  TrimUe.  Van  Dvka,  Walker 
of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of 
MisNBsippi. 

Nats— Meaan.  Dana,  King  of  New  York,  MiUa, 
Otis,  Rugglss,  Sanlbrd,  and  Smilh. 
Messrs.  HoLHEB,  of  Ma  ine,BAKBOOB,RoBBiTB. 

MOHBIL,  SotJTBARD,  JOBHSON,  of  B^tUCky,  find 

KiMO,  01  New  Yorl^  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 


MoNDAT,  February  26. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
FaesiDEMT  OF  THK  United  Statbb  : 
To  th*  ScnaU  of  the  Vhited  SUUa 

I  transmit  to  Congreeo  a  letter  ftom  the  Secretary 
of  War,  enclosing  "  an  annaa)  retom  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,"  prqisrcd  hj  the  Adjutant  and  In- 
apeetor  Oeaeral.  cenfcnnably  to  the  militia  lam  on 
thatsaUecL 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASBiaaTos,  Feb.  34,  1881. 
The  Message  and  accompanying  docoments 
were  read. 

Bdr.  Sijiponn  weaotted  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitante  of  that  part  of  the  State  of  New  York 
residing  on  the  turnpike  rood  from  Catakill  to 
Ithaca,  praying  the  estaUishment  of  a  certain  post 
route;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  reierred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Lanhan  presented  the  memorial  of  Etisha 
Denison  and  others,  of  New  London ;  and,  also, 
the  memorial  of  W.  Heaton^and  others,  of  New 
Haven  and  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  severally 
praying  the  establishment  of  additional  lights  on 
the  Smind,  between  the  continent  and  Long 
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Island,  for  the  better  security  to  ressels  narigating 
the  same ;  and  the  memoziab  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
D^tnreii. 

Mr.  HoLHGB,  of  Maine,  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  resolution  providiog  for 
the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  a 
certain  condition ;  which  was  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  of  uie  Alabama  con- 
vention, presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  22d  inst. 

Mr.  BARBona,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  t^  posRetision  of  East  and  West 
Fhuida,  and  estaUiih  a  temporary  gorernment 
therdn ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

The  twenty-fourth  rule  for  conducting  business 
in  the  Senate  having  been  suspended  for  the  pur- 
pose on  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  he 
asked  and  obtained  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnuK^*  passed  the  2d 
day  of  March,  1799 and  the  bui  was  twice  read 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  John  n. 
Piatt,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  ex- 
idanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H. 
Piatt ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the 
bill  paswd  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoBBRTS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Richard  8. 
Hackley,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution toat  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  memorial  of  Jacob  Barker,  presented  to  the 
Senate  on  the  19th  instant. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatires, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  a  patent  to  Thomas  Oxley,"  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  "An 
act  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Reprettent- 
atirea,  of  the  clerks  employed  in  their  offices,  and 
of  the  librarian,"  approred  the  18th  day  of  April, 
1818  i  and  the  mil  to  empower  the  Lery  Conrt  for 
the  county  of  Wadiington  to  discontmoe  a  cer- 
tain road  theran  mentioned ;  were  sereraUy  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  24th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  to  inqmre  into  the  expediency  of 
making  certain  mbdifications  to  the  law  organi- 
zing the  district  court  in  Louisiana }  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
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the  24th  instwut,  reqaestm^  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  eommnnicate  what  proceedings, 
if  any^  hare  been  had  in  relation  to  persons  hoM- 
ing  omees  imder  the  Government  charged  with 
beine  concerned  in  the  introduction  of  slaves  into 
the  United  States,  contrary  to  ezbting  laws ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  HoLMEB,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  certain  Indian  agents;  and 
the  same  having  been  amended,  the  Pbesisent 
reported  it  to  the  House  accoraingly;  and  the 
amendment  being  concurred  in^  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  andread  a  third  t^ne. 

The  engrossed  bill  fhrther  to  extend  the  act 
establishing  tradine-houses  with  the  Indian  tribe^ 
and  the  engrossed  oill  to  extend  the  charters  oi 
certain  banks  tn  the  District  of  Columbia,  were 
sevarally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  mat  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  PiNKNEY  communicated  to  the  Senate  a  re- 
port adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  in 
favor  of  allowing  to  those  States  which  hare  had 
no  appropriations  of  public  land,  for  the  purposes 
of  education,  such  appropriations  as  will  corre- 
spond, in  a  just  proportion,  with  those  heretofore 
made  in  favor  of  the  other  Stetes,with  resolutions 
requesting  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of 
Maryland  in  Congress  to  endeavor  to  procure  the 
passaze  of  an  act  to  carry  the  views  of  the  report 
mto  eoiect ;  and  the  said  aocnment  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  have  certain  boundaries  designated  and 
marked,  (between  the  Stetes  and  Territories  north- 
west of  the  Ohio,)  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  where  it  underwent  some  amend- 
ment, and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair  was 
considered  and  discussed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading ;  as  was  also  the  bill  to  estaUish  a 
port  of  entry  at  Blakely. 

Mr.  Roberts  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  resolutions  for  an  al- 
lowance for  extra  services,  to  the  assistants  to  the 
doorkeeper  of  the  Smate,  and  for  coinpensating  a 
tempcHrary  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  DiCKEBsON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufac  tares,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  die  President  of 
the  United  Stetes  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  in 
the  district  of  Sandusky,  in  the  Stete  of  Ohio, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment; which  was  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of^  the  United 
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Slates  u  it  reiqiects  the  electioa  of  RepreseatatWes 
in  Congicss,  and  the  choice  of  Electors  of  Preu- 
dent  and  Vice  Preaideot  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gtidKx  with  an  apiendra^Dt  reported  thereto  by  the 
itdMt  cvmmtitee  ]  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

TREATY  WITH  SPAIN. 
The  Senate  then  wmt  into  Committee  of  the 
Whflie  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  adjudication 
and  pigment  of  claims  arising  under  the  treaty 
with  Spain;  and  proceeded  to  fiU  the  blanks 
therein. 

In  moving  to  fill  the  blank  left  for  the  compen- 
sBUon  of  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  under 
the  act,  Mr.  Babbodb  said  it  ap^ieared  to  be  the 
common  impression  that  men  ol  the  first  stands 
inff  for  character  and  abilities  ovght  to  be  selected, 
sod  to  in^ice  such  men  to  accept  the  office^  a 
Ubenl  salary  oqght  to  be  allowed.  He  therefore 
movckl  that  lh«  sum  be  fixed  at  three  thousand 
dcdlan  each ;  which,  motion  was  ac;reed  to  with- 
out objeetioii.  The  salary  fov  the  secretary  of  the 
commissiooen  was  fixed  at  two  thousand  dolUrs; 
and,  OH  motion  of  Mr.  Bjko,  of  New  York,  an 
aroaidmeBt  was  inserted  requiciog  that  the  person 
fitting  the  office  of  sevetary  shall  be  skilled  in  the 
^«ieh  and  Sntnish  languages. 

Mr.  KiMO,  oT  New  York,  deemiog  three  thou- 
sand dollaia  not  a  sufi^cient  salary  to  induce  suita- 
ble persons  to  undertake  the  highly  important  du- 
ties devolving  on  the  commissioners,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  on  GUing  the  blank  with  tbree 
thousand  dollars,  with  the  view  of  filling  it  with 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  but  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived — ayes  12,  ooes  16. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  aod 
was  ordered  to  be  engnnsed  for  a  third  reading. 

MARQUIS  DE  MAI80N  ROUGE. 

The  eogcoBsed  UU  to  confirm  the  title  of  the 
liuqni*  de  MiUscm  Rouge,  on  the  application  of 
Darnel  W.  Coxe,  to  a  tract  of  land,  (held  by  him 
imdec  a  Spanish  ^rant,  revommeoded  by  the 
American  Uommissioners  to  coDfirmatioin,  and 
oovaiin^  a  tnet  of  about,  thirty  l«gues  s^u^re,) 
in  Louisiana,  west  of  tho  Mississippi,  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  Lui^AN  made  an  ioa^ctaal  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  with  the  view  of  examioing 
the  claim  more  fully ;  after  wbicfa  a  debate  of 
coDsideraUe  length  took  place  on  the  merits  of 
the  tide,  the  vtuidity  of  the  facts  on  which  it 
rested,  &c.  The  bill  was  (4>pQ«ed  by  Mr.  L*an- 
uu,  and  advocated  1^  Messrs.  Joaxaoii,  of  Lou- 
itianaj  (on  whose  motion  an  aiqendment  had  been 
adopted  reserving  from  its  operation  all  claims 
idtich  it  might  cwflict  wiUi  or  affect,)  Otu,  Va^ 
Dvu,  and  Dana.  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York, 
wiihont  ^viug  anv  opinion  on  the  justice  of  the 
claim,  said  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  for  the 
reason  thai  he  did  not  conceive  this  to  be  the  tri- 
bunal to  decide  such  a  question. 

The  quesdon  heinff  taken  on  the  pasbage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  af- 
firmative—ayes  26,  noes  8,  as  follows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Bsrboor,  Dana,  I>ieksniMi>  EBiott, 
leth  Con.  2d  Sua.— 13 


Gsiilsnl*  Hrinss  of  Misrisaqipit  Horsey,  Hontar-, 
JohasoD  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  LoatsisBs,  Knighti 
Lowxie,  Hills,  Otis.  Psrrott,  Pleasants,  Robots,  Vmg- 
dn,  Sonford,  Talbot.  Taylor,  Thomw,  TrunUs,  Van 
Dyke.  Witlisnis  vf  Mississippi,  and  WiUisnsof  Taik- 
ncssee. 

Naxs— Messn.  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  MsinSi 
King  of  New  Yonk,  Linmsn,  Macon,  Piakney,  apd 

Tichonor. 


TuEBlxAY,  February  27. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  Woleott 
and  Kilbourn  and  others,  inhabitaots  of  sundry 
towns  in  Connecticut,  praying  the  establishment 
of  additional  lights  on  tbe  Sound,  between  the 
continent  and  I^ng  Island,  for  the  better  security 
to  vessels  navigating  the  same ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on -Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Samforu,  from  tbe  joint  committee  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  R^resentatives,  ^pointed 
to  consider  what  subjects  before  the  two  Houses 
are  proper  to  be  acted  on  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  made  a  report,  which  was  read< 

Mr.  Sanfobo,  fr<xn  the  Committee  on  Finuic^ 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ae( 
making  ai^rt^tatioBs  for  the  support  of  tbe  navy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1621,'*  rc^^atCaS 
it  without  amendment. 

On  mouoo,  by  Mr.  Sanfobb,  tbe  Committee  on 
Finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideratieB 
of  the  petition  of  John  B.  Lemaitre. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Thohab,  the  Committee  on 
PoUic  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  tbe  petition  of  Riuus  Gaston;  and  fnm 
the  consideration  of  the  voolutiM  o£  the  SSd  Jtar 
uaiy,  instruotiog  said  oommiuce  to  iiiqnira  into 
tho  enedicncy  of  amendiog  the  "Act  ioc  the 
lief  of  the  inhabiUsts  of  the  kale  oonnty  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  wbo  sufibadlv 
eaithqoftkes,  passed  on  the  17th  Felvnary^  ISIS."'^ 

Mr.  Barbodr,  from  tbe  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  murpose,  reported  that^  pursuuC  to 
the  resohition,  the  joint  committee  d  the  Senate 
a^  House  o£  Representatives  yeMerday  waited 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  notified 
1^  of  his  re-election  to  that  office ;  and  that  he 
informed  tbe  committee  he  would  tate  the  oa/th 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution  on  Monday  neit 

Mr.  Stokbb,  fjr<«n  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  altei  and  estidrftsh  certaka 
post  roads,"  reported  it  with  amndmonl^  vfaich 
woe  read. 

The  bill  eocplanatary  of  the  act  for  the  rdisf  of 
John  H.  Piatt,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of^ Rich- 
ard S.  Hackley }  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
miuee  of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  from  the  House 
of  R^resentaiives  aaUioriziog  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  astronomical  observations 
to  be  made  to  ascertain  tbe  longitude  of  the  Capi- 
ta, in  the  City  of  WashingtoB,  from  some  knowii 
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meridian  in  Europe ;  and,  on  nootion  of  Mr.  Bar- 
boor,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  sererallf 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other 
House  for  concDrrence,  viz : 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  cause  to 
be  surreyed  and  designated  certain  boundaries ; 

The  hitl  providing  for  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  certain  claims  arising  under  the  treaty 
with  Spain; 

The  bill  to  establish  the  district  of  Blakeley;  and 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  cntain 
Indtan  agents. 

Mr.  Roberts  obtained  leave  to  oring  in  the 
following  resolutions ;  which  were  read : 

Betolved,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobiu  SimpMB. 
and  Oeo^  Hi<^,  Maletaata  to  the  Setf  unt-«t-ArmB 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senste,  be  p»id  out  of  the 
oootingent  fund  two  doIUrs  a  dsj  for  each  day  they 
tn«7  bare  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  that  Heniy  Tims  b«  allowed 
one  hundred  dollars  for  his  attendance  the  present 
session. 

Bemthed,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fond  toBobeit  Tweedy,  Tobiss  Binpion,  and  George 
Bicks,  the  Bum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
extra  serrice*. 

RtBohed,  That  the  Secretary  be  sntboriMd  to  pay 
R.  B.  Washburn,  out  of  the  conUngent  fund  of  the 
Senate,  at  the  rate  of  an  engrossing  cleric  for  the  time 
during  which  be  has  been  and  shsll  be  employed  in 
the  Secretary's  office. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resdntiona  sereially  pass  : 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  concerning  the  col- 
lection of  public  moneys,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance; and  the  said  amendments  haTinff  been 
agr^  to,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Holhbb  of  Maine, 
it  was  laid  on  Uie  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Seward and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DiCKERBOK,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
nrtree  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  building 
of  lighthouses  on  Cross  and  Pond  Islands,  in  the 
harl»r  of  Boothbay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Oswego 
river,  and  placing  buoys  on  the  Shoals  of  Nan- 
tucket ana  Vineyard  Sound,  near  the  harbor  of 
Wickford,  and  on  the  Altamaha  river,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whoh^  the  biiL  entiUed  '*An  act  to 
regulate  the  locatbn  of  Isnd  warrants  and  the 
issoiiig  of  patents  in  certain  cases,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands;  and  it  was  postponed  to 
Saturday  next. 

The  Senatemoceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  biU.  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duveige;"  and  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

,  The  Senate  pweeded  to  consido*,  as  in  Com- 
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mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
for  other  purpoMsj"  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Ejitoh,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whol^  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fw 
the  relief  of  Daniel  McDun ;"  and  it  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  following  bills  successively  passed  tbrouflh 
Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  severaUy 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  viz  : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Gooding  and 
James  Williams ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General 
Robert  Swartwout ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  L. 
B.  McCarty;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Milne :  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain ;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Languille;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez :  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Brady ;  the  bill  for  passing  to  the 
credit  of  Nathaniel  Allen  certain  moneys  by  him 
disbursed  in  the  public  service ;  the  Inll  to  author- 
ize the  clerk  of  the  District  Court  of  Louisiana  to 
appoint  a  deputy  to  aid  him  in  his  duties ;  the 
bill  to  cstablisli  the  district  of  Pearl  river. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hunsin^  wis 
discussed,  and  finally  rejected  by  ind^ute  post- 
ponement. 

The  resolution  from  the  other  House  to  suspend 
the  recruiting  service  was  considered,  and  ordoed 
to  be  read  a  third  time.  ; 

MISSOURI. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Refuvsentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  providing  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  a  certain 
condition,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  {woceeded  to  consider  the  said 
resolution. 

After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  by  Mr.  Macon 
to  strike  out  the  condition  and  proviso,  which  was 
ne^tived  by  a  large  majority,  and  a  lew  remarks 
by  Mr.  Barbour  in  support  of  the  expediency  of 
harmony  and  concession  on  this  momentous  sub- 
ject 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Elliott, 
Oaillard,  Holmes  of  Msine,  Holmes  of  Miasisrip|n. 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lovrri^  Morril,  Par* 
Tott,  Pleasants,  Roberts.  Sonthan),  Slokss,  Talbot, 
Tsylor,  Thomas,  Vui  Dyke,  Wslker  of  Alabama. 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williaan  of  Tenn^se.- 

Nats — Messrs.  Hsna,  Dtekerson,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Maoon,  Mills.  Noble,  Otis, 
Palmer,  Raggles,  Sanfocd,  Smith,  Tichenor,  and 
Trimble— 16. 

A  motion  was  made  to  read  the  resolution  a 
third  time  forthwith,  but  it  vras  objected  to,  and, 
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under  the  nik  of  the  Senate,  of  coarse  it  could 
not  be  done. 


Weonesdat,  February  28. 
.  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  ihey  concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, entitled  "An 
act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  KstabHsh- 
ment  of  the  United  States,"  with  an  amendment. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
lease Ftenen  ifaips  and  venek  entering  the  ports 
oS  the  United  States  prior  to  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 18S0,  from  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  impose  a  new  tonnase  duty  on  French 
ships  and  vessels,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in 
which  bill  and  amendment  they  request  the  eon- 
currenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  twice  read  by  unan- 
imons  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Kiifo,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Rdations,  reported  the  last  mentioned 
bill  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce 
and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AffidnL  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Jane  Baker,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  res- 
olution that  the  pnyer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Auiirs  were  discharsed  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  John  B.  Timberlake, 
the  petition  of  Charlotte  J.  Bullos,  the  petition  of 
Harriet  Shackerly,  and  the  petition  of  Joseph  O. 
Roberts;  and,  also,  from  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  on  the  rules  and  instructions  of 
the  naval  service. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  the  Committee 
on  PuUic  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Terrence  Clark. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  the  said  committee 
were  dischai^ea  from  the  consideration  of  the  me- 
morials of  the  Legidature  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Illinois,  and  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi ;  and,  also,  from  the  resolutions  of  the  34tb 
or  November  and  24th  of  January  last,  to  grant  the 
right  of  pre-emption  in  certain  cases. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Job  Sherlrame,  the  petition  of 
Lemnel  Wight,  and  the  petition  of  Charlotte  Read ; 
and,  also,  from  the  resolution  of  the  l5ih  of  Jan- 
uary, to  grant  a  pension  to  Willis  Tandy. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS  communicated  a  tetter  from  the 
Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  re- 
port on  the  claim  of  John  H.  Piatt,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatires,  providing  for  jails  in 
certain  cases  for  the  safe  custody  of  persons  im- 
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prisoned  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  . 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Shith,  the  Committee  oB 
the  Judiciary  were  discharged  from  the  constdera-  ■ 
tion  of  the  resolution  of  the  26th  instant,  relatiTe 
to  a  reorgaoization  of  the  district  court  in  Looia- 
iana,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  and  equalize  the 
pay  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  resolutions  to  compensate  certain  attendants 
on  the  Senate  were  serially  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  rmimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosflleration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
for  other  purposes and  it  was  postponed  indef- 
initely. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  extend  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  Potomac  ;  and  it  was  laid'on  the 
table. 

The  Seoateproceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  re- 
pair of  a  sea-wall  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals^  and  fw 
other  purposes ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  DiCK- 
ERSOif,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Manuel  and  Isaac  Mon- 
santo, deceased ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  suspension  of  the  recruiting  service, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and,  on  motion,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  00  the  table. 

Bills  entitled  as  follows,  viz :  For  the  relief  of 
Joseph  M'Neil ;  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne ; 
for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain ;  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rodriguez ;  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B. 
Laoguille ;  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  River : 
for  the  relief  of  James  Brady  j  for  the  relief  of 
Nicholas  Jarrott ;  were  severally  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missoori 
into  the  Union  on  a  certain  condition,  was  read' 
the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  this  resolution  passT* 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  28, 
nays  14,  as  fisUows : 

Ykai— ManvhBulwiir,  Chsndlar,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
OsilUrd,  Holmes  of  Maina,  Holmes  of  Bfisnisipi^ 
HorKy,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johoson  (rf 
LooinsDa,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowri«,  Morril,  Parrott, 
Piokoey,  Pleaiaats,  Roberts,  Southard,  Blokes,  Tal- 
bot, Taylor,,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama, 
Walker  of  ' Georgia,  Williama  of  MlMiarippi,  and 
Williami  of  Tenneasee. 

Nati— Messrs.  Dana,  Dickenon,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Laomao,  Macon,  Milla,  Noble,  Otis,  • 
RagglM,  Sanford,  Smith,  Tiebenor,  and  "Mmble. 

The  bill,  from  the  House  of  Rmresentetives,  for 
the  relief  of  the  fiunily  of  O.  H.  Perry,  wu  n- 
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swDfid ;  and,  afiter  debate,  in  the  course  of  which 
the  bill  was  eloquently  siqmortad  by  Mr.  Homteb, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  hf  the  fol- 
loving  vote : 

lf«4A — Ha«in.  Dana,  Dick«r«oa,  Hdwardc.  BlUoU, 
CbiiUair4  HoIoim  of  Maine,  Holaiei  of  MiHipuppi, 
Honej,  Hanter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky.  JobnMn  of 
LoBiwwnai  Kinv  of  New  Vork,  Knight,  I^nnin, 
Lomie:,  Milln,  Morril,  Otii,  Parrott,  FjeaMnti,  San- 
SoA  ^&)^  Soatbard.  Stokw,  Talbot,  Thomu.  Tich- 
MOi^  Trifflblfl,  Van  l);ke.  Walker  of  Georgia,  and 
Willitma  of  Tennegeee— 31. 

— Messra.  Eaton,  King  of  Alabama,  Macoa, 
Bobertf,  Rogglea,  Taylor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and 
Williama  of  Miuiauppi— 8. 

And  the  bill  was  immediately  md  a  third  time 
au4  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  concerniDK  the  pro- 
cess of  execution  issuing  from  the  sixth  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Gleor- 
giaj  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senateproceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  reward  Lieutenant 
Gregory,  his  officers,  and  companions ;  and  it  was 
laid  on  me  table. 

The  Senate  mpceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
nUttee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  for  liie  relief  of  Jo- 
siah  Hook,  jr.;  and  it  was  laid  on  tne  table. 

^he  Senate  jwoceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
lej^  representatires  of  Alexander  Montgomery, 
decMseaj,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Bills  of  the  foUowing  titles,  to  wit :  Authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Gooding 
and  James  Williams;  for  the  relief  of  General 
Robert  Swartwout;  to  authorize  the  clerk  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Louisiana  to  appoint  a  deputy  to  aid.  him  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office;  for  the 
lelief  of  3.  L.  B.  Macarty  |  for  passing  to  the  credit 
of  Nathaniel  Allen  certam  moneys  disbursed  by 
liiQi  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  for  the  re- 
lief of  Bartholomew  Darerge;  to  alter  the  time 
of  holding  the  district  court  in  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  New  York;  to  extend  the 
time  ibr  unlading  vessels  arriving  from  foreign 
pprtti,  in  certain  cases ;  to  authorize  the  reconvey- 
ance of  a  tract  of  land  to  the  city  of  New  York ; 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
remove  the  land  office  in  Lawrence  county,  in 
Arltansas ;  confirming  the  location  of  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other 
pnrposes  j  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ; 
for  the  relief  of  P.  D.  De  La  Ronde;  further  to 
r^;ulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  imported  into 
thp  United  States  from  any  adjacent  territory ;  to 
esla^ish  a  new  land  office  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
aijjipij  and  for  the  better  regulation  of  certain  land 
dwtncts  in  the  States  of  AUbama  and  Mississippi ; 
and  to  extend  the  term  of  Samuel  Parker's  patent. 

These  bills,  some  of  which  originated  m  this 
Home,  and  some  of  them  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentative^  were  severally  considered,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  n)|B9Bagi^  ftom  tl^^  House  of  Repmantatives 


M4Rcn,  im. 


informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  the  UH 
which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;"  and  also  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1620,"  with  amend- 
ments. They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
further  to  amead  the  several  acts  relative  to  the 
Treasury,  War,and  Navy  Departments;"  in  which 
amendments  and  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameBd- 
ments  of  the  House  of  RejHesentatives  to  the  lull, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of 
puUie  lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Joly,  1830," 
and  concurred  therein. 


TaonanAT,  March  1. 
The  credentials  of  John  Holiie6,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine 
for  six  years,  commeivcing  on  the  fourth  iaalai^ 
were  read,  and  laid  on  fifo. 

The  following  Message  waa  leoeired  from  t^ 
PREBinEHT  OP  TUB  UiiiTBn  Statks  : 

To  the  Senate  andMoute  of 

Repreaentatiaea  of  the  VniUi  Stetar 

I  herewith  transaiit  to  Congress  eeitsin  eittacts,  and 
a  copy  of  letters  reeeiTsd  by  the  Secretary  of  State  fioni 
the  Marshal  of  the  United  Statee  for  the  eaatom  die* 
trict  of  Virginia,  in  relation  to  the  ezccntion  of  the  act 
of  the  Uth  of  March,  ISSO,  to  provide  for  Uktng  the 
Fourth  censufl,  together  with  the  anawera  returned  to 
that  marahal  by  the  Secretary  of  Stats.  As  the  tbqa 
within  which  the  auistantaof  themarahaUcan  Itsally 
make  their  relarna  expind  on  the  Snt  Monday  of  torn 
present  month,  it  woold  appear,  by  the  information 
from  the  marabal  at  Richmond,  that  the  completion  of 
the  Fourtb  census,  as  it  respects  the  eaatera  diatiict  of 
Virginia,  will  have  been  defeated,  net  only  as  it  reganb. 
the  period  contemplated  by  luv,  but  during  the  whole 
of  the  ccrrent  year,  unless  Congreaa,  to  whom  the  esse 
is  aubmitted,  cbould,  by  an  act  of  the  present  aeenon* 
allow  further  time  for  making  the  retnrna  in  question. 

Aa  connected  with  this  anbject,  it  is  alao  aabmitted 
for  the  consideratbn  of  Congreiw,  how  far  the  mar- 
abals  ought  to  be  IfaUe  to  the  payment  of  postage  on 
the  conveyance  of  the  papers  concerning  the  eeneoa 
and  maou&ctorea  by  the  mail.  In  one  instance  U  haa 
been  already  ascertained  that  this  item  of  cootiogant 
expeose  will  amount  to  nearly  a  muiety  of  the  com- 
pensation of  the  marahal  for  the  whole  of  his  servioeL 
If  the  marshals  are  to  be  relieved  froo)  thia  charffo, 
proviaion  will  be  neceuary  by  law,  either  for  the  ad* 
mission  of  it  in  their  accounts,  or  the  rafnnding  of  it 
by  the  respective  postmasters. 

JAMES  UONROE. 
WAsamTov,  Feb.  38, 18SU 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

Kb.  Barboor,  by  unanimous  conseut,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  wing  in  a  bill  to  amend  Ae  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  takinv  the  Foartli 
census  or  enttmeration  of  Uie  inbabitantt  of  the 
United  Sutcfl^  and  for  other  pnrpoaea;"  and  the 
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Ml  was  twice  read  by  anaoimous  coosent,  and  te- 
ferted  to  The  Committ^  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith,  fVotn  the  Commilfee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  the  la<;t  mentioaed  bill  with  aa 
vmeadtDent,  which  was  read,  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 
the  amendment  having  bem  agreed  to,  tbe  bill 
wtsr^rtedto  the  Hoose  aecordin^rj  and,  the 
amendineht  being  concnrred  ioj  the  nil  was  or- 
dered Co  be  enffro^ed,  and  read  the  third  time.  It 
iifwa  then  re&a  the  third  tioie  by  ananimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
Priiic  Lands  Were  discharged  from  the  consid^- 
■tion  of  Ae  petition  of  Darid  Chambers,  tbe  peti- 
tion of  WUliam  Witk,  the  petition  of  the  inbab- 
rtants  of  the  village  of  Cote  Sans  Dessein,  in 
HlnsDOTi,  and  the  petition  of  John  W.  McQirk : 
and  also  from  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly  oi 
Ohio,  respecting  the  appropriatbns  of  lands  for 
tte  support  of  schools. 

Mr.  JonnBON,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fot- 
hming  motion,  which  was  read,  considered,  and 
disagreed  to : 

Raohed,  Thtt  the  Presideot  of  the  United  States 
be  Tcqnested  to  Uy  before  the  Saliita  inch  information 
aa  he  may  poeMw,  in  rdi^ion  to  the  deddon  of  tbm 
SiMem  of  Rntna  on  tbe  qaeatton  depending  between 
HmUDited  Statee  and  Greet  BrHain,  retpectlog  the 
aoiMtractiOQ  of  tbe  first  srticte  of  tbe  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
■i  niatss  to  the  Ireititation  of  slave*,  which  hae  been 
rtfnred  to  hi*  umpim^  by  both  GovernmentB. 

Oil  motion  by  Mr.  Maoom,  the  President  of  the 
Ottiied  States  was  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate,  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  ses- 
sion, a  copy  of  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  North 
-  Carolina,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  19th  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
1819. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  repoit  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  on  the  memorial 
of  Jane  BaJcer ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
Mlv«d,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  bei^a&ted. 

The  ^  Mititled  "An  act  further  to  am«id  the 
several  acts  relative  to  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
NttvV  Departments,^  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tne  biu  to  extend  the  time  for  unlading  ressds 
Itrriving  from  foreign  ports  in  certain  cases,  was 
liead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Nil  to  authorize  the  reeonveyaface  of  a  tract 
of  lind  to  the  city  of  New  York,  Was  read  the 
third  time,  and  phased. 

The  bm  to  establish  a  new  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  and  for  the  better  r^nlation 
of  etsrtain  land  districts  in  the  States  of  Alabama 
mid  Mississippi,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
pasted. 

Tbe  bill  to  extend  the  term  of  Samuel  Parker's 
patents,  for  his  improvement  in  currying  and  fin- 
uhiog  leather  of  au  kinds,  was  read  the  third  time, 
lind  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bilL  entitled  "An  act 
lAirther  to  runlate  the  entry  or  merchandise  im- 
pdrted  into  ue  United  States  from  any  adjacent 
lenhtny,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 


correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  t&ne&r 
issoing  and  locating  military  land  warrants  totn&> 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  Army,"  Wis 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Piekft 
Dennis  De  Xa  ftobde,"  was  read  the  tbitd  tim^ 
and  passed. 

The  bm  entitled  "An  act  for  tUt  KKef  of  ftoAi- 
lie  P.  Deslonde,"  Was  read  the  third  Hmie,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entided  "An  act  confirmiiig  tbe  lo^- 
tion  of  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  ffli* 
nois,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  thM 
tim&  and  passed. 

Tne  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  ^itsi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  remove  the  land  Office 
in  the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  ttie  Teni- 
tory  of  Arkansas,**  was  read  the  thitd  t!&^  Atid 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relirf  of  Bar- 
tholomew DuVei^''  was  read  the  dkird  thne,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  tldits  of 
holding  the  district  court  in  die  northam  district 
of  New  York,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pa»ed. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  doe 
execution  of  rtie  laws  of  the  United  States  wi^fn 
the  State  of  Missouri ;  and  the  bill  having  beto 
amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly ;  and  the  amendments  being  concurred  in, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  tbird 
time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  feon^ider,  as  in  Cdth- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitlbd  "An  abt 
making  appropriations  for  the  poblic  buildinj[s." 
together  with  tbe  amendments  reported  dieretoby 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings;  abd,  die 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  uie  hill  whs 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  the  amend- 
ments being  concurred  in,  tiiey  "trore  drdettid  to 
Iw  Engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  «  third  tltate  as 
ammded. 

The  Senate  ^^eeded  to  comnder,  as  Qa  C&ttt- 
mittee  of  ,  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  i'ttXM  of 
William  Whitehead,  Josfana  Aubin,  and  JaUlto 
Graham ;  and,  the  same  having  been  am^Qed,  it 
Was  reported  to  die  Hottse  accordiugbr;  and,  tie 
amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  vSi  was  Or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

It  was  read  tbe  third  time  by  miUiittiioas  6dh- 
sent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  eatiUed  "An  act 
makins  appropriations  for  the  sapport  of  Oovem- 
ment  for  the  year  1821,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  Committ^  oii  Fi- 
nance; and  the  amandmeht  being  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  dke  Hotlse  aeiordingly,  add 
the  amendment  Was  concurred  in,  9iiA  ordOM  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  ft  flUrd  tithe  kt 
amended. 

The  bill  ^ras  then  rttd  thb  third  time  ds  dideod- 
ed,  by  nnanimom  consent,  snd  passed. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  tbe 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  release 
French  ships  and  ressels  entering  the  ports  of  the 
.  United  States  prior  to  the  30th  day  of  June,  1820, 
from  tbe  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and 
ressels,  and  for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations ;  and  tbe  said  amendment  bar- 
ing been  amended,  it  waR  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly,  and  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
unended. 

It  was  then  read  the  third  time  as  amended  by 
ananimoas  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of 
Bast  and  West  Florida,  and  to  estaUish  a  tem- 
porary government  therein;  and,  do  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  it  was  reported  to  tbe 
House,  and  ordered  to  t>e  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

It  was  then  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 

'  mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  supplemental  to  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment 

.  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein  men- 
.tioned ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 

'  enpvsseu  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 

.  *  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,'  passed  tbe  second  day  of  March, 
1799;"  and  the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was 

.  reported  to  the  House;  and,  the  amendments  being 
coocurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossM 

'  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
thet  and  establish  certain  post  roads,"  tc^etber 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 

.  mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads ;  and, 
the  amendments  having  been  amended,  they  were 
.^ig^reed  to,  and  tbe  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  the  amendments  being  concurred 
in,  tbe  bul  was  further  amended ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  tbe  amendments  be  eogrovsed,  and 
the  mil  be  read  a  thiid  time  as  ameniml  V*  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Friday,  March  2. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  bal- 
ance found  to  be  due  on  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
Goimts  of  Alexander  James  Dalbs,  paymaster  of 
the  Pennsylvania  militia,  on  the  %)th  of  June,  1808. 
■  On  motion  by  Mr.  RuoaLss,  the  Committee  of 
Claimii  were  disehaqied  from  the  conuderation  of 
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the  petition  of  James  Dufifee,  the  petition  of  Aim 
Hodge^  the  petition  of  Qeorge  Harpole,  the  peti- 
tion of  Drury  Bettis,  and  the  petition  or  Elderkin 
Potter. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hobbey,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  said  District  in  favor  of  a  [tenitentiary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  tbe  Committee  on 
the  Public  Bmldings  were  discharged  from  tbe 
consideration  of  the  petition  oi  Daniu  Carroll  and 
others. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  the 
Cfmmiittee  on  Roads  and  Canakwere  discharged 
from  tbe  considmtion  of  the  memorial  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company. 

Tbe  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Coin- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  authorizing  the  President  <^ 
the  United  States  to  cause  astronomical  observa- 
tions to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of  the 
Capitol,  in  tbe  City  of  Washington,  from  some 
known  meridian  in  Europe ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  the  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Koo- 
Da-noo4us-kee,  or  Challenge,  one  of  the  tribe  of 
the  Chookee  Indians;  and  it  was  laid  <m  the 
table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  for  adjusting  the  claims  to  land  and 
establishing  land  omces  in  the  districts  east  of  Uie 
island  of  New  Orleans;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Horsey,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Da- 
vid Cooper;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,. 
of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  concerning  vessels 
employed  in  the  fisheries;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  hiU,  entided  "  An  act  to 
aatborize  the  collectors  of  customs  to  pay  deben- 
tures issued  on  the  ezportatbn  of  loaf  sugar,  and 
spirits  distilled  from  molasses;"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed^  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  The  bill 
was  then  read  the  third  time  by  tmanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
Commissioner  of  the  G^eral  Land  Office  to  re- 
mit the  instalments  due  on  certain  lots  in  Shaw- 
neetown,  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  and  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  "  An  act  fixing  tbe  compensations 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  R^esenlatives,  of  the  clerks  employed 
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ia  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian,"  approTed 
the  18th  day  of  April,  1818 ;  and,  the  same  having 
been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  Houae  ae- 
ecwdingly;  and,  the  amendment  heing  concurred 
in,  the  nil  was  «dered  to  be  enffrosied  and  read 
a  third  time.  It  was  then  read  ue  third  time  by 
nnanimoos  consent,  aod  passed. 

The  bill  8U[q[demeatal  to  "  An  act  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  la^  out  the 
road  therein  mentioned,"  wax  read  the  thud  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of 
Missoarij  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  actj  entitled  *An  act  lo  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1709,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  parsed. 

The  bill  entitled  "Ao  act  making  amiropriations 
for  the  pnUic  buildings,"  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engroMed, 
the  Ull  was  further  ammded  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wbole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Webster and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  it  was  reported  to  tbe 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  The  bill 
was  then  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous  coo- 
senL  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
anthorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
esOiblish  a  port  of  entry  in  the  district  of  San- 
dosky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  pui^ 
poses,"  together  with  the  amendment  repeated 
thereto  hj  the  Committee  on  Commeree  ana  Man- 
nfsetares:  and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed 
to,  thebiltwas  reported  to  the  House  accordingly, 
and  tbe  amendment  being  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended.  Tbe  bill  was  then  read  the 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters 

£ stent  to  Thomas  Oxley and  no  amendment 
aving  been  proposed,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  The  bill  was  then 
read  the  third  time  by  uoanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1821;"  and  the 
same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and  the  amendment  being 
concuried  in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
tbe  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended.  The 
bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  as  amended  by 
nitanimous  consent,  and  passed. 


Sbxatb. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bilL  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  McDuff ;"  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Roberts,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senateproceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
fix  and  equalize  the  pay  of  tbe  officers  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States and,  on  motion  by  Mt. 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceedea  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  from  the  Housls 
of  Representatives  providing  for  jails  in  certain 
cases  for  the  safe  custody  of  persons  imprisoned 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  The 
resolution  was  then  read  the  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fui^ 
ther  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  Trea- 
sury, War,  and  Navy  Dqwrtments ;"  ud.  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Mills,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Comr 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  far 
tbe  relief  of  Robert  Buntin ;"  and  the  same  bar- 
ing been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hooae 
accordingly,  and  the  amendment  being  coneuned 
in,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  the  hill  be 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  confirming 
certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment;  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Ordered.  That  tbe  following  bilk  which  origi- 
nated in  tne  Senate  severally  lie  on  the  table,  viz : 
A  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  William 
Doak  and  Noble  <Mhome ;  a  bill  su^ementarv 
to  an  act  passed  on  the  5th  of  April,  1^,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Hardin^f,  John  8hute,and  John  Nichols  f>  a  bill 
concernmg  divorces  and  alimony  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  ;  a  bill  to  designate  the  boundaries 
of  a  land  district  and  for  the  establishment  of  a 
land  office  in  the  State  of  Indiana ;  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Dean  Weymouth ;  a  bill  granting  to  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  id  tbe  State  of 
Alabama,  certain  lots  of  ground  in  said  city;  a 
hill  to  empower  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county  of 
Washington  to  discontinue  a  certain  road  thoein 
mentioned  ;  a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  H.  Piatt. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  sell  and  convejr 
a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Northnmbertand  county, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia;"  in  which  bill  they. re- 
quest tbe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The:bilL  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent ;  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Sahpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  last  mentioned  bill  without  amend- 
ment 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  last  mentioned  bill ;  and 
no  amendment  baring  been  proposed,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  Hou9e ;  and  pasiwd  to  a  third  read- 
in;.  The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  by  mnni- 
ffloiis  eonsent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HoLHEB,  of  Mississi^m,  eommuntcated  a 
kuer  signed  b^  a  namber  of  chie&  of  the  Choctaw 
nation  of  Indians,  addressed  to  Andrew  Jaebon 
and  Thomas  Hinds,  Tequestine  to  be  permitted  by 
knr  to  become  citizens  of  the  united  States }  and 
Ae  letter  was  r«ad,  and  laid  on  the  taUe. 

The  Senate  troceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  three  resolutions  of  the 
S7th  Febmary,  to  compensate  certain  attendants 
on  the  Senate ;  and  the  last  of  them  having  been 
amended,  ther  were  reported  to  the  Honse  accord- 
ingly ;  and^  tne  amendments  being  concurred  in, 
the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  bailding  of  lighthouses  on  Cross 
and  Pond  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Boothbay,  and 
tt  the  mouth  of  Oswego  rirer,  and  placing  bnoya 
on  ^e  Bhoalfl  ofNaataeket  mi  Tineyard  Bound, 
near  the  harbor  of  WiMatif  and  on  the  Altatnvha 
rirer,  and  for  other  puiposes,"  togedier  with  the 
tinendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures;  and  the  said 
tmendroents  haring  been  amended,  they  were 
ttgreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and,the  amendments  being  concurred 
in,  thev  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended.  The  hill  was 
th»i  read  the  third  time  as  amended  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed,  and  the  title  was  amended  to 
read  "An  act  to  authorize  the  building  of  light- 
hwm  therein  mentioned,  and  for  otiierpDrpeses.') 


BATuanjLT,  Uueh  3. 

The  credentials  of  Bbnjauin  Rdoolab,  appoint- 
ed a  Senator  by  the  L^idature  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  for  the  term  of  six  yearsi  commencing  on 
the  fomth  instant,  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

The  ftillowmg  Message  was  reeelred  firom  the 
PiEnDENT  ot  TBB  UniTEn  States  : 
7b  the  Congreu  of  the  United  Stata  .- 

I  oMnmuDtcalfl  to  the  two  Houaeaof  Congrew-copiM 
Of  a  treaty,  thh  day  duly  ratified  on  the  psrt  of  ths 
Unilod  eutea,  concluded  and  signed  tt  the  fndUn 
BpiiDgs,  on  the  8th  of  January  lut,  with  the  Creek 
nation  of  Indianii,  In  order  to  such  legislative  meae- 
nres  as  may  1m  neceuar;  for  giving  edbct  to  it 

JAHJiS  MONROB. 

WMimWs,  Mareh  8,  18S1. 

The  Message  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Thomab,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Leri  Chadwiek ;  atid,  ftlso, 
from  the  consideration  of  the  resolation  of  the  24th 
January,  to  grant  the  right  of  pre-emption  in 
certain  cases. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanposd,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  were  diaehaiged  from  the  consideration 
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of  the  resolution  of  the  first  instant,  to  pKrride 
for  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  on  the  setnement 
of  the  accounts  of  Alexander  James  EMIas. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  RtJOoLEe,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  were  discharged  from  the  considnation 
of  the  petition  of  Joseph  us  B.  Stdart. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  fte 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
actto  regnlate  the  location  of  land  mrrants  and 
the  issning  of  patents  in  certain  cases,**  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands;  and,  the  amendments 
being  agreed  to,  the  biil  was  reported  to  the  Home 
amended  ;  and,  the  amendments  beine  concurred 
in,  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  ana  Ae  bill  be 
read  a  third  time  as  amended.  The  bill  was  then 
read  the  third  time  ta  amended  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  folio  wine  resolutions  were  respectiTely  read 
a  Uiird  time,  and  passed  : 

Retolced,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobiss  SimpMn, 
and  George  Hicka,  tMistants  to  tiie  ttergeant-at-anns 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid  ont  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  two  dolhrs  a  day  for  each  day  they  migr 
have  attended  the  Senate  dnring  the  presant  aaaskm 
of  Conmsi  t  and  that  Hanry  Ttm  bo  allowed  one 
hundred  dollars  f»  his  attmdante  dttriag  tk*  prsaHMt 
eeasion. 

Raolved,  That  there  be  paid  oBt  of  the  contiogent 
ftmd  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Tolma  Simpeon,  and  Gawge 
Hieks,  the  sum  of  one  htndied  and  Sf^  dollan  aaeh 
for  extra  serrioea. 

Remhtd,  That  the  Sacntaiy  be  anthraiaed  to  pay 
R.  B.  WaiAbara,  out  of  the  oontingaBt  fimd  of  the 
Senate,  at  the  rste  of  four  dollars  per  day  fbr  the  time 
daring  which  be  has  been  enplt^ed  in  the  Soerelaiy's 
office  daring  the  preunt  wnion. 

The  hill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Buutin,"  was  read  the  third  time  aa  amended,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  biU, 
entitled  "An  act  making  Bppr^>riationB  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1821 in  which  they  request  the  concurroioe  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brooght  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent }  and  rrfened  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Samfobd,  frmn  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
repOTted  the  last  mentioned  bill  with  amendBWnti, 
wuch  were  read.  WheniipMi,  the  Senate  pto- 
ceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the  IVhole, 
the  last  mentiotted  bill,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance ;  and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  Presidtait  reputed  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly ;  and,  the  amendments  being  conconed 
in,  thev  were  ordered  to  beeagraaaed,  and  the  UU 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  adjomned  to  seven  o^clock,  P.  M. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea  Im- 
formed  the  Senate  diat  the  Home  have  passed  UUs 
of  the  following  titles,  viz:  "An  act  to  anflurtise 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutea  to  borrow  a  max. 
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tiot  acceding  four  mitUons  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars "An  act  for  carrying  into  exectttion  the 
treatf  between  the  Uaited  States  and  Spain,  con- 
eladed  at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February, 
1819 **An  act  to  amoid  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States "An  act  to  amend  en  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  regulating  process  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  Stales^  and '*An  act  to  establish  an  ad- 
ditional land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Miehiflin 
m  which  diejr  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  fire  bills  last  mentioned  were  severally  read 
twice  br  unanimous  consent. 

The  till,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fonr  millions  fire  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SANFosn,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  last  mentioned  bill  with  amendmats ; 
which  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  IhU 
and  amendments,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  j 
and,  the  amendments  baring  been  agreed  to,  the 
bUl  wfts  repOTted  to  the  House  accoi^ingly ;  and 
ibs  amendments  being  concurred  in,  were  or- 
det*ed  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended.  The  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  as  ammded  by  ananimotis  consent,  and 
passed. 

Ofk  motion,  the  title -ms  ammded,  so  as  to  read 
''All  act  to  aathoriee  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
Sntes  to  bonw  a  ram  not  exceeding  jfw  wSIUmu 

The  amendmeDts  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Rfl|n«5entatires,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 

Sriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Kates  for  the  year  1821,"hartng  been  reported  by 
Ae  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
farther  ammded,  and  read  the  third  time  by  nnan- 
imous  Donaent,  and  ^ssed.  On  motion  the  title 
was  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  words  and  fir 
ether  purposes. 

The  biU,  ottilled  "An  act  for  carrying  into  ex- 
ecntion  the  trettty  between  (he  United  States  and 
^nin,  eoBclndea  at  Washington  on  the  SSd  day  of 
FebtoKjy  1819,"  Vnn  referred  to  the  Comnittee 
on  BViragn  Relatioiu. 

Mr.  Barbour,  irom  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Rdationa,  reported  the  last  mentioned  biU  without 
mendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bill, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
haying  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Botise,  and  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  cod- 
seni^and  passed. 

liQe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Nar^  of  the  United  States and 
no  amendment  harmg  been  made  thereto,  it  was 
lepoited  to  the  Honse,  and  read  the  third  time  by 
iniaxunioos  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  nroceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  tv 
amead  tin  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  r^idating  pro- . 


cess  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  and  no 
amendment  baring  been  made  thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  n>ad  the  third  time  hy 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  RejpresentatiresjCn- 
titled  "An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  biU, 
entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  r^Iatine  the  currency  within  the 
United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of  Gmt  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,'  passed  on  the  29th 
day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to 
the  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces  of  France;"  in 
which  Ihey  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  twice  read  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  it  was  considered  by  the  Sen- 
ate, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  bill 
havioE  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and,  the  amendment  beiug  concurred 
in,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time  an  amended.  The  bill  was  then 
read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenlatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  Uie  House  hare  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  the  salaries  of 
the  oommissioBers  and  agjtets  appointed  under  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,"  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

They  disagree  to  the  amendments  proposed  fay 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makii^ 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  Um- 
ted  States  for  the  year  1821." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  disagreed  to  fay 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and. 

Resolved,  That  they  do  inaiat  on  their  said  amend- 
ments, except  the  last  paragraph  of  the  fourth 
amendment,  from  which  they  recede. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  com- 
missioners and  agents  appointed  under  the  Treaty 
of  Ghmt."  was  twice  rnd  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  considered  hy  the  Smate,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barboub,  to  strike  out  after 
the  word  "  that,''*  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  aeo- 
tion,  the  following  Words : 

FtMB  «nd  after  the  dm  dsy  of  Jsftnsry,  one  ttion- 
•uid  eight  hundred  and  twentj'Ofte,  each  foBnals- 
sioDer  now  sppointed,  orwhotasybfttppiriatedsgrree- 
•bl7  to  the  proriaions  of  the  Tres^  of  Ghent,  afaalt  be 
entitled  to  receive  at  the  r»te  brtvr^ty.4lve  hoadrcd  dol- 
In  per  aoDam  ;  andeadi  agent  appolated,  or  who  may 
be  ■ftpefntcd  at  aroressid,  shtll  be  entitled  to  receive 
at  tike  rate  of  twenty-fire  hundred  dollars  per  aooum ; 
which  ■^•ams  soallowed  to  said  officers  reipectirely, 
shall  be  a  fall  compeDsation  for  services  and  alt  per- 
lODsl  expenses  incurred  whUs  in  the  Mrformanee  of 
the  daties  of  Uieur  respective  offices :  Ptmided,  Tbst 
the  compensation  by  this  seettoo  allowed,  shall  not  be 
continued  loDger  than  two  years  from  the  said  first 
dqr    Jaimary,  1S31. 

**  Sao.  8.  And  bd  it  Jiaiker  wuiedt  Hist  eacb 
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oommiMioner  and  agent  ahall  not  be  entitled  to  nceive 
for  Kniceaperronn^  in  their  reapectiro  officea,  before 
the  aaiil  6nt  day  of  January,  1821,  any  greater  sum 
than  the  rate  of  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  fbrfy- 
foor  dollars  per  annum,  which  shall  be  conddcred  a 
fall  compensation  for  services  tod  alt  personal  expen- 
aea  inenned  while  in  the  diecharge  of  their  respective 
datiM. 

<•  Sbc.  8.  And  bt  U  Jurtker  enaetedt  That" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatiTe — jreas  14) 

nays  19,  as  follows : 
'YBA»~HeMn.  Baihour,  Chandler,  Ealoiit  Elliotti 

Qaillard,  Holmes  of  Uisiissippi,  Hunler,  Jdinaon  of 
'  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Otia,  Parrott,  Slokea. 

Trimble,  and  Walker  of  Alabama. 
Nats — Meairs.  Dana,  Dtckerson,  Edwarda,  Holmes 

of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Knight,  Lanman, 

Lowrie,  Macon,  Pleasants,  Roberta,  Sanfbnl,  Smidi, 

Southard,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomu,  llchonor,  and 

WilliamB  of  Tenneasee. 

And  no  amendment  harinff  been  made  to  the 
said  bill  it  was  reported  to  tue  House,  read  the 
Uilrd  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  a  printer  or  printers 
on  thetr  part,  to  execute  the  printingof  the  Senate 
'  for  the  Seventeenth  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  res- 
olation  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  on  the  subject ; 
and,  the  ballots  baring  been  counted,  it  appeared 
that  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seatoh  had  a  majority, 
and  were  elected. 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate 
that  they  disagree  to  the  first  and  second,  and 
agree  to  the  third  of  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a  sum 
not  ezceedinff  four  millions  fire  hundred  thousand 
dollars and  they  insist  on  their  dingreement  to 
the  amendments  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1821.'' 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
nients  disagreed  to  br  the  House  of  Rein^senta- 
tircs  to  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aathorize  the 
■  President  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a  sum 
not  racceeding  four  millions  fire  hundred  thousand 
dollars;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it 
was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  insist  on  tneir 
said  amendments,  and  ask  a  umference  on  the 
disagreeing  rotes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Barbouh  and  Kino,  of 
New  York,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  coitnr- 
ence  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  again  considered  their  amendments 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makiitg  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1821 »  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bah- 
BODR,  that  the  Senate  further  insist  on  their  said 
amendments,  and  ask  a  conference,  a  division  of 
the  i]uestion  was  called  for  j  and  on  the  question 
again  to  insist  on  the  first  of  the  said  amendments 
as  follows : 

Saetion  1,  line  40,  aUika  oat  **  two  hundred  and 
two  thonaand,"  and  insert  *•  fbar  han^«d  thonaand," 


Mabcb,  1821. 


It  was  determined  in  the  aflumatiTe— yeas  20, 
nays  12,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Mesara.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Edwarda.  Elliott, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Kentncky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  (tf 
New  York,  Lanman,  Macon,  Otia,  Parrott,  Pleasants, 
Sanford,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Thomas,  and  Trimble. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chandler,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Gail- 
lard,  Knight,  Lowrie,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Tay- 
lor, Tichauor,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  fur- 
ther insist  on  their  said  amendments,  and  ask  a 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Basbour,  and  Mr.  Kiho.  of 
New  York,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  confcf- 
ence  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  B.qiresentatiT« 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  agree  to  theeonfer- 
ence  asked  by  the  Senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap^to- 
priations  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1821,"  and  hare  appointed 
managers  at  the  same  on  their  part;  and  they 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  Le  Roy 
Opie  j"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered 
by  the  Senate  as  in  Committw  of  the  Whole ; 
and  no  amendment  having  been  mad^  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  read  ue  third  time  unani- 
moos  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bauodr,  from  the  managm  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  at  the  conference  on  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1821,"  reported  that 
they  had  met  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representetires,  and  conferred  freely  on 
the  subjects  committed  to  them,  but  that  th^ 
could  come  to  no  agreement  thereupon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  that  the  Senate 
recede  from  their  said  amendments,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmatire — yeas  17,  nays  16,  as 
follows : 

Tba»— Messrs.  Chandler,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Elliott, 
Qaillard,  Hanter,  Knight,  Lowrie,  Mseon,  Roberts, 
Kogglea,  Smith,  Southard,  Taylor,  Van  Dyke,  Wal- 
ker of  Alabama,  and  Walker  of  Tennessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Edwarda,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Otia,  Psrrott, 
Pleasants,  Ssnfbrd,  Stokes,  TsUwt.  Tsjior,  and  Trlm^ 
ble. 

So  it  was  Ruolved,  That  the  Senate  do  recede 
from  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbodb, 

Resolved,  uaanimou^jf,  That  the  thanks  of  the 
Senate  be  presented  to  John  Gaillabd,  for  the 
impartial,  able,  and  dignified  manner  in  which  he 
,has  discharged  the  duties  of  President  of  the  Sen* 
ate  during  Uie  present  session.  Whereupon, 
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Mr.  Gaillud  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 
Ukxtliiiu  :  In  the  tpprobstion  of  my  condact  a* 
pranduic  officer,  eipraHad  bj  this  hsBorabls  body,  by 
thoM  with  whom  I  have  beni  so  \ong  and  «>  hsppily 
•MOcUted,  for  many  of  whom  I  rnterUin  «  warm  per- 
sonal  attachment,  and  for  all  a  sincere  respect  and 
esteem,  I  have  received  an  ample  and  gratifying  re- 
ward for  the  soliritads  I  have  foJt  to  merit  their  favor- 
able opinion.  If  various  and  repeated  acta  of  kind- 
ness; if  an  indulgent  snd  liberal  support  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  official  duties,  preaent  citimi  on  grati- 
tnda,  tiien  am  I  Isrgely  and  truly  your  debtor;  and 
the  mora  especially  so,  when  it  may  be  emphstically 
addedi  that,  whatever  of  poMic  consideration  I  msy 
enjoy,  if  indeed  I  possess  any,  has  been  derived  more, 
mneh  more,  from  the  confidence  and  favor  yon  have 
beatowed  on  me,  than  from  any  merit  of  my  own. 
Under  sneh  strong  obligstions,  obligations  which  will 
ever  be  recoJIected  and  acknowledged  with  pride  snd 
I^easare,  I  now  tender  to  you  genUemen,  odlecttvely, 
as  well  as  individiially,  my  grateful  thinlu,  wishiog 
yoa  a  safe  and  hajqiy  return  to  yoar  homes  and  fami- 
lies, ud  the  cqjoyment  of  healUi,  haj^iiiiesa,  and 
prosperity. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Bfaine,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  8eDat& 
jointly  with  soeh  committee  as  may  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represeotatires,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  hare  other  commo- 
nicatioDS  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
they  are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  H0LME8,  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  HDRTER,wne 
appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  HoLHsa,  of  Maine,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, reported  that  they  had  waited  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  who  informed  them 
that  he  had  no  further  communication  to  make  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Whereupon,  the  Prebident  adjourned  the  Sen- 
ate without  day. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  SPEECHES. 


8P£ECH  OF  MR.  SMITH,  OF  8.  C. 

Ik  TBI  SiHATX,  Jxa.  17,  1821. 

On  tlie  R^crt  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of 
Maltthim  Lyon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  the 
Senate  as  follows : 

He  diought  this  subject  had  been  brought  before 
the  Senate  at  a  very  unseasonable  time.  He  like- 
wise felt  a  reluctance  in  taking  any  part  in  the 
delate,  and  had  intended  to  content  himself  with 
giving  a  silent  vote  when  the  resolutions  were  first 
submitted ;  but  his  honorable  friend  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Barboub)  had,  in  a  very  unprovoked  man- 
ner, laid  him  under  the  necessity  of  entering  the 
lists  in  self-defence.  That  gentleman  had  told 
the  Senate  the  great  object  of  the  resolutions  was, 
to  declare  br  a  law,  to  be  passed  by  the  present 
Congress,  mat  the  act  of  Congress  which  was 
passed  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1798,  and  which 
expired  by  its  own  limitation  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1801,  commonly  called  the  sedition  law, 
under  which  the  petitioner,  Matthew  Lyon^  and 
several  other  worthy  citizen^  had  been  at  difierent 
times  indicted  for  libds,  was  an  unconstitutional 
law ;  and,  therefore,  all  the  fines  and  forfeitures 
which  had  been  received  in  consequence  of  the 
convictions  under  those  indictments  ought  to  be 
refunded.   In  discussing  this  subject  he  would  not 


attempt  to  follow  the  gentleman  through  all  the 
a^ments  with  which  he  had  with  so  much  elo- 
quence entertained  the  Senate;  because  very  many 
of  them  had  no  sort  of  api^ication  to  the  question 
before  us.  Upon  an  inquiry  by  Congress  into 
their  powers  to  look  back  upon  a  law  which  had 
expired  twenty  years  ago  by  its  own  limitation, 
and  to  revive  it  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  de- 
clare that  this  expired  law,  at  the  time  of  its  op- 
eration, was  unconstitutional,  but  little  aid  could 
be  derived  from  being  told,  as  the  gentleman  had 
done  in  a  strain  of  eloquence  which  no  one  could 
reach  but  himself,  that  Matbew  Lyon  was  a  very 
poor  man,  and  to  return  him  his  fine  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  would  profit  him,  and  not  impoverish 
the  United  States;  and  that  it  would  tend  to  re- 
store his  injured  reputation;  that  he  had  been 
sent  fifty  mtles  from  the  place  of  his  conviction 
through  a  populous  country  for  the  purpose  of 
exposing  him  to  public  view ;  that  he  had  been 
confined  in  a  drearv  dungeon^  during  the  whole 
Winter  months,  without  the  privilege  of  fire ;  and 
denied  at  the  same  time  the  privilege  of  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  lest  he  should  communicate  his  priva- 
tions and  his  agonies  to  his  friends.  These  were 
arguments  addressed  to  our  feelings,  and  not  to 
our  judgments.  If  Matthew  Lyon  has  been  op- 
pressed ny  those  who  have  been  intrusted  with  the 
execution  of  this  taw,  in  the  manner  stated  by  the 
honorable  gentleman,  it  would  excite  th<B  utmost 
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contempt  for  sach  nnrelenting  tyrants.  But,  he 
facmed,  for  the  honor  of  the  public  officers,  as  well 
as  for  the  hooor  of  &e  eitizeos  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, and  for  the  honor  of  humanity  itself,  that 
the  enarge  ms  anfoimded.  It  Was  substantiated 
by  no  testimony,  or  document  of  any  description 
Trhatem,  accept  the  petition ;  and  that  coming 
from  the  person  immediately  concerned,  uncorrob- 
onited  by  any  one  circanHtance  whatsoever,  was 
a  ground  too  slender  to  gain  our  credence,  and  he 
would  discard  it  from  nis  mind.  But,  if  true  to 
tiK  fuU  extent,  as  represented  by  the  petitioner 
himself,  it  could  only  excite  our  pity  and  indigna- 
tion, but  could  arm  us  with  no  power  to  decide, 
in  our  I^isUtive  capacity^  upon  the  Constitution- 
ality of  a  law  which  had  beien  extinct  fw  twenty 
years. 

The  gentlepian  from  Virginia  had  asserted  that 
the  sedition  law  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  we 
had  the  power  to  declare  it  so  by  a  law.  even  now. 
He  has  gone  so  &r  as  to  say  that  no  other  compe- 
tent power  exists  by  which  a  law  can  be  declared 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  S.  observed,  that  what  he  was  about  to  say 
on  this  question,  should  not  be  said  as  an  advocate 
for  the  siedition  law ;  on  the  contrary,  he  wished 
it  to  be  explicitly  understood  that  he  should  not 
tipeak  a  single  word  to  prove  it  Constitutional. 
He  would  not  even  go  into  the  inquiry.  If  a 
proposition  was  now  bnbre  the  Senate  to  re-enact 
that  law,  it  would  then  be  his  duty  to  do  so,  and 
he  would  fulfil  that  duty.  And  if  it  would  in  the 
least  degree  gratify  bis  friends,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  he  held  the  sedition  law  in  as 
utter  contempt  as  any  man  in  this  nation  could 
do.  Nor  had  he  the  least  possible  doubt  but  that 
the  Federal  party,  which  then  held  the  reins  of 
Ootehsment,  had  no  other  object  in  view  when 
dtey  passed  this  taw,  than  that  of  securing  their 
fiower  and  putting  down  the  Republican  party. 
HoWerer,  he  denied  what  gentlemen  had  said, 
who  advocated  the  resolutiims,  that  the  sedition 
law  had  such  an  effect  upon  the  puUic  sentiment 
as  to  produce  a  revolution  in  the  political  parties, 
by  which  the  Republican  party  got  possessioQ  of 
^e  Government.  The  Republican  rarty  stood  in 
need  of  no  such  aid.  It  was  founded  on  correct 
principles,  and  such  as  could  stand  the  test  of  ex- 
perience and  trial ;  and  had  obtained  such  a  strong 
hold  ob  the  public  mi&d,  that  Federalism  was 
giving  way  to  it,  and  the  sedition  law  was  passed 
with  a  hope  of  bolstering  up  the  Federal  cause. 
But,  what  has  alt  this  to  do  with  the  question  now 
under  consideration  1  The  motives  for  passing 
the  law,  and  the  effect  upon  the  public  ihtnd,  could 
neither  give  to.  nor  take  from  you,  the  power  of 
dedttring  that  uw  unconstitutional.  If  you  have 
the  po#er,  it  exists  independent  of  any  such  eir- 
Cum  stances ;  if  you  liave  it  no^  no  circumstances 
wliatever  can  give  it  to  you.  You  must  derive 
your  power  from  Ae  Constitution  itself;  if  that 
does  not  give  it  to  you,  nothing  foreign  can  give 
it  to  you. 

Mr.  S.  observed,  that  Congress  had  the  poww 
to  pass  laws,  but  had  no  power  to  declare  subh 
laws  unconstitntional  zfuir  tliey  had  passed.  That 


function  l>elonged  exclusively  to  the  judges.  Con- 
gress could  repeal  any  law,  whilst  it  was  in  oper- 
ation, btR  tliat  was  the  only  control  it  Itad  arer  a 
law.  As  soon  as  a  law  becomes  extinct,  the  pow- 
ers (tf  Congress  to  exercise  a  control  orer  it  become 
extinct  also.  It  tuts  been  asked,  if  one  Congress 
should  pass  an  unconstitutional  law,  and  should 
refUse  to  repeal  it,  as  in  the  ease  of  the  sedition 
law,  and  the  judges  should  pronounce  it  Consti- 
tutional, what  course  were  the  people  to  pursue  to 
redress  such  a  grievance?  The  answer  is  a  plain 
one ;  the  people  have  the  power  to  hurl  from  their 
seats  such  perverse  members  who  should  pass  an 
unconstitutional  law,  and  refuse  afterwards  to  re- 
peal it.  They  have  this  control,  and  this  only, 
over  their  meml>ers.  Over  the  judges  thejr  had  the 
power  of  impeachment,  but  no  other  ConstitntioBal 
control.  If  tnese  two  d^rtmeots  shotUd  continue 
to  abuse  the  powers  in  them  vested,  and  p«vert 
the  Constitution,  and  bring  on  such  oppression  as 
could  not  he  borne,  the  sorerngn  petSple  woirid 
reaort  to  first  principles^  and  new  model  their  Gov- 
ernment. No  human  institutions  were  free  irom 
imperfections ;  no  human  actions  exempt  from  er- 
ror; and  if  one  abuse  had  crept  into  your  Govern- 
ment, and  had  nearly  passed  mto  ol^ivion,  and  not 
likely  to  be  repeated,  it  was  better  to  let  it  rest  than 
to  attempt  to  remedy  it  by  a  violent  infraction  of 
the  Constitution,  by  assuming  to  yourselves  the 
powers  of  reviewing  the  decisions  of  your  courts 
of  justice. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  not  the 
production  of  Congress — it  is  not  the  property  of 
Congress.  It  is  the  production  of  the  people,  and 
the  property  of  the  people.  It  is  their  shield  against 
the  abuse  of  powers,  as  well  as  against  the  usurpa- 
tion of  powers  both  by  Congress  and  the  judges. 
Your  powers  are  limited.  All  l^islatire  powers 
are  granted  to  Confess,  and  all  judicial  powers 
are  granted  to  ibe  judges.  You  have,  thaefore, 
the  power  to  enact  laws,  but  no  power  to  sit  in 
judgment  upon  those  laws.  It  is  expressly  and 
exclusively  given  to  the  jud^  to  construe  the 
laws,  and  to  decide  upon  their  constitutionality. 
The  judges  are  an  independent  and  co-ordinate 
brandi  ot  the  Government ;  deriving  their  author- 
ity from  the  Constitution,  and  not  iroih  Congress. 
Theyare  accountable  to  the  sovereign  people:  and 
if  guilty  of  malpractice  in  administering  the  laws, 
they  can,  and  ought  to  he  impeached ;  and  yon  are 
the  tribunal  l)efore  which  they  arte  to  answer;  but 
there  your  powers  cease.  You  have  powers  to 
punish  jud^  for  corruption,  but  none  to  rerise 
and  correct  their  decisions. 

Mr.  S.  said,  of  the  whole  aumbi^r  of  the  Beba- 
toH  Which  be  then  had  die  honor  to  addres^  he 
was  happy  to  know  that  three-fiiurdu  of  tran 
were,  or  had  been  practising  lawytts,  and  the 
greater  part  of  them  statesmen  or  much  experi- 
ence ;  and,  as  he  had  once  done  when  this  question 
was  before  the  Senate  at  a  former  session,  he  would 
call  on  gentlemen  to  point  out  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  gives  to  Congress  die  ptfwer 
to  declare  a  law  unconstitutional,  and  to  revoke  a 
solemn  judicial  decision,  made  by  judges  consti- 
tntionalfy  authorized,  and  competent  to  decide 
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twenty  ynn  after  the  decision  had  had  its  com- 
l^te  opoatioD,  and  tmeDtjr  yean  after  the  law 
ilaelf  had  expired  by  its  own  hnutation.  No  gen- 
demaa  would  attempt  it-  Siuch  a  power  nowhere 
exists— auch  a  decision  was  unheard  of  in  the  an- 
na^ of  IfKisUtioQ.  There  was  not  a  deUberative 
body  in  the  whole  civilized  world  that  had  ever 
claimed  this  right. 

Mr.  S.  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Babbour)  had  iMu^d  in  many  ob- 
BervatioQs  upon  the  judges,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
judges.  In  doing  so  he  had  said  "Kings  can  do 
no  wrong;  but  your  judges  have  not  that  attribute 
— they  are  fallible,  like  other  men."  The  gentle- 
man then  observed,  that  "those  who  had  been 
'  judges  themselves,  would,  no  doubt,  uke  put 
'  with  those  who  had  decided  upon  the  constitu- 
'  tionality  of  the  sedition  law  to  maintain  the  fra- 
'  temity."  And,  whilst  the  gentleman  thus  ad- 
dressed the  Senate,  he,  in  the  most  si^ificant 
manner,  Mr.  S.  said,  bad  pointed  at  himself,  so  as 
to  leave  no  doubt  bat  he  was  the  sabject  of  thia 
animadversion,  as  he  bad  once  had  the  honor  to 
hold  the  appointment  of  an  associate  judge  in  the 
StiLte  in  which  he  resided.  To  relieve  himself 
from  the  imputation,  he  would  beg  leave  to  com- 
pare his  own  course,  since  he  had  held  a  seat  in 
the  Senate,  with  that  of  the  gentleman  himself,  as 
rejected  partiality  for  the  judges.  When  one  of 
the  judges,  from  South  Catolina,  too,  at  a  formet 
session,  asked  to  be  paid  a  sum  of  money  for  extra 
services,  he  bad  himself  objected  to  that  claim, 
because  he  was  of  opinion  it  was  wrong.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  voted  for  that  ebim.  Three 
yean  a«o  the  gentleman  originated  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  the  heads  of  departments,  and, 
along  with  them,  to  raise  the  salary  of  the  circuit 
jotos  from  $3,500  to  94,500.  He  onposed  it  him- 
seli^ believing  the  then  salary  was  adec|uate  to  the 
ienrice$;  the  gentleman  maintained  it,  Fioally 
the  bill  passed,  and  the  associate  judges  are  now 
mi  a  salary  of84,600,  by  his  exertions.  Why  give 
to  the  juues  this  increase  of  salary,  if  they  are  not 
to  be  confided  in  ?  And  he  would  ask,  on  wlwse 
side  the  strongest  partiality  had  been  evinced? 

As  his  honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Macon)  would  probably  give  his  opinion  to 
the  Senate  on  this  subject,  Mr.  S.  would  antici- 
pate what  he  would  say  concerning  judges.  He 
would  say  that,  appointing  a  man  a  judge,  would 
by  no  oieans  change  bis  principles.  If  he  had  set- 
tled his  political  opinion,  the  appointment  could 
not  change  him ;  if  he  was  corrupt,  he  would  con- 
tinue corrupt.  That  judges  were  always  on  the 
side  of  the  Administration,  and  dependent  upon 
thoie  who  gave  them  their  places,  and,  upon  a 

auestioD  where  the  Government  was  concerned, 
ley  always  went  with  the  Qovemment;  and 
wi  thai,  that  J  udges  were  no  more  to  be  trui^  than 
other  men.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  willing  to  admit 
all  this.  H«  was  by  no  means  an  advocate  for  the 
rights  of  judges  beyond  those  of  other  men.  In- 
deed he  would  allow  more  than  that;  judges  not 
only  had  their  prejudices  when  grand  political 
questions  agitated  the  public  mind,  out  sometimes 
became  partisans,  and  endeavwced  to  iaBnenee  the 


public  sentiment  Some  of  the  United  St8t» 
judges,  and  likewise  some  of  the  Sute  judges, 
about  the  time  Uiis  sedition  law  passed,  and  dni^ 
ing  its  continuance  were  in  the  habit  of  preach- 
ing political  sermons  in  the  courts  of  justice,  in  the 
shape  of  what  they  called  a  cfaarse  to  the  ^and 
jury.  In  these  charges  they  availed  themselves  of 
their  official  stations  to  disseminate  their  own  po- 
litical creeds.  They  preached  much  against  Fiencb 
politics,  and  the  danger  of  French  influence,  and 
against  the  growing  democracy  iu  our  own  coun- 
try. He  had  in  hits  lilvary  one  of  those  political 
sermons,  which  was  delivered  to  the  grand  juries 
bv  one  of  the  associate  judzes  of  South  Carolina. 
He  kept  it  as  a  memento  of  the  times. 

Mr.  S.  observed,  there  was  a  story  in  circulation, 
but  whether  a  true  story  he  could  not  tdl,  that  one 
of  your  judges  had  descended  from  bis  high  station 
during  tne  last  session  of  Congress,  ana  mingled 
in  the  strife ;  and  endeavored,  with  no  little  znL 
to  influence,  by  his  arguments,  both  within  ana 
without  the  Congress,  the  decision  of  apolitical 
question  to  a  result  tluit  would  shake  thu  Union 
to  its  centre ;  and,  not  content  with  this,  be  had 
likewise  taken  up  the  4rade  of  political  preaching 
to  grand  juries,  upon  thesame  subject.  AlthougA 
he  acknowledged  that  a  judge,  wno  should  forget 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  administer  the  laws,  but  not 
to  make  laws,  and  should,  by  his  vanity  or  his  am- 
bition, thrust  himself  into  this  House,  to  whisper 
bis  political  tenets  into  your  ears,  was  inlermed- 
dlioff  beyond  his  Constitutional  spher^  and  would 
just^  incur  the  execrations  of  every  independent 
man^  yet  he  had  still  to  learn,  however  profligate 
the  judges  might  be,  that  Congress  could  assuQie 
powers  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution. 

His  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bahbodb)  had 
said,  that  "the  judgeat  nad  refused  to  declare  this 
'  sedition  law  unconstitutional,  and,  luUeis  Coa- 
'  gress  will  do  so.  the  Qovemment  is  in  tbuiger, 
'  and  it  is  the  only  means  by  which  your  Consti- 
*  ttttion  can  be  brought  back  to  its  original  purity." 

Amon^t  many  other  grounds  to  impress  a  be- 
lief that  the  law  is  unconstitutional,  and  that  you 
ought  to  declare  it  so,  he  gives  us  the  opinions  of 
President  Madison  and  Chief  Justice  Marshall; 
and,  the  better  to  enforce  it,  tells  you  to  look  into  the 
Journals  of  the  Federal  Convention,  lately  pub- 
lished for  your  use,  and  you  will  find  that  Mr. 
Madison  furnished  more  of  the  materials  for  that 
Constitution  than  any  other  member  of  that  Con- 
vention. Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  wish  tu  take 
from  that  venerable  patriot,  nor  from  Virginia, 
any  of  their  just  honors,  of  which  they  were  really 
entitled  to  so  great  a  portion ;  nor  was  he  willing 
to  ask  for  any  for  the  citizens  of  his  own  State, 
where  they  had  no  claim ;  but,  from  the  Jotimab 
of  that  Convention,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
Mr.  Charles  Pinckney  of  South  Carolina,  had 
submitted  propositions  upon  which  almost  ul  the 
important  provisions  of  the  Constitution  were 
baj^.  This,  however,  had  but  little  to  do  with 
the  subject  under  consideration,  nor  would  he 
have  mentioned  it  but  to  correct  what  he  consid- 
ered a  mistake  in  his  friend  from  Virginia.  As 
to  the  opinions  of  President  Madison  and  Chid" 
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Justice  Manhnll,  althouj^  lie  bdiered  them  to 
rank  with  the  greatest  statesmm  living,  aeverthfr- 
less,  as  thejr  were  offered  as  authority,  they,  like 
other  authorities,  were  subject  to  be  examined  on 
both  sides:  and,  sofarBST^ards  briDginethe  Con- 
stitution hack  to  its  original  purity,  their  opin- 
ions on  another  occasion  would  leave  some  doubt. 
Within  three  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  Mr.  President  MadLsoo,  in  de- 
bate upon  a  proposition  to  incorporate  the  former 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  opposed  it  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  unconstitutional — he  said : 

"  In  mtktng  tbe*e  remarki  on  the  merits  of  the  hill, 
be  had  reserved  to  bimselT  the  right  to  deny  the  au- 
thority of  CongreM  to  paei  it.  He  heil  entertsined 
this  opinion  from  the  date  of  the  Conatilation.  His 
iropieesioD  might  perbape  be  atrooger,  because  be  well 
rwKrileeted  that  a  power  to  grant  ehartcis  to  incor- 
porations had  bean  propoaed  in  the  General  Conven- 
titm,  and  rejected." 

But,  wlim  a  hill  to  incorporate  the  present  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  submitted  for  his  ap- 
proval, and  when  he  could  hare  put  it  down  for- 
ever, be  found  means  to  get  over  alt  his  Consti- 
tutional scruples,  and  approved  the  act.  This 
afforded  him  proper  occasion  to  restore  the  Con- 
stitution. There  was  no  overwhelming  majority 
in  Congress  in  its  favor,  and  but  a  few  sessions 
before  it  had  been  n^atired  by  a  majority  of  Con- 
gress, upon  the  express  ground  of  its  unconstitu- 
tionality. There  was  no  war  to  impose  any  thing 
like  necessity  for  establishing  such  a  bank.  But 
the  era  of  good  feelings  bad  began  to  dawn.  We 
had  never  heard  that  the  Chief  Justice  Marshall 
had  said  the  bank  was  unconstitutional,  but,  to 
prove  the  converse^  upon  the  question  of  right 
in  the  States  to  tax  that  bank,  the  opinion  he  gave 
mast  be  admitted  to  be  a  very  lalxned  one,  des- 
titute of  authority,  and  only  maintained  upon  the 
ground  of  implication  and  experience. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said,  "  that 
'  the  defenders  of  the  sedition  law  bad  found  the 
'  authority  for  Congress  to  pass  such  a  law,  in 

*  that  part  of  the  dghth  section  of  the  first  article 

*  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides  for  calling 

*  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
'  suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasions."  Mr. 
Smith  said,  he  bad  adverted  to  this  remark  of  the 
gentleman,  not  with  a  view  of  defending  the  sedi- 
tion law,  out  to  show  that  the  gentleman  had 
drawn  from  the  same  fruitful  source  himself  on 
several  occasions,  and  to  caution  the  gentleman, 
if  he  wishes  to  bring  the  Constitution  back  to  its 
original  purity,  and  maintain  it  in  that  purity,  to 
touch  that  8th  section  with,  a  snaring  hand.  In 
1816  the  gentleman  had  stood  foremost  with  the 
friends  of  the  bank.  The  bank  ^rung  from  the 
same  fountain,  the  8ih  section.  The  gentleman 
now  acknowledged  he  had  erred  in  that  vote,  but 
says  it  was  a  time  of  imperious  necessity.  He 
says,  "the  house  was  on  fire,  and  no  alternative 
but  to  extinguish  it  in  this  way."  If  he  meant  by 
the  house  being  on  fire,  the  pressure  of  the  war, 
he  was  mistaken.  The  bank  charter  was  not 
panted  till  1816,  and  peace  had  been  proclaimed 
in  1815,  more  that  a  year  before.   This  institatum 


had  sprang  up  in  the  era  of  good  feeling  too ;  and 
was  now  coavubing  the  Union.  It  was  a  brand 
of  discord  between  the  States  and  the  General 
Government  In  1817  the  road  and  canal  mania 
raged.  The  gentleman  was  one  of  its  zealous  ad- 
vocates, and  voted  for  it  He  had  since  found  he 
was  wrong,  and  that  it  wasunconstitutioDal.  The 
gentleman,  in  speaking  of  the  sedition  law  ping- 
ing from  the  8th  section,  takes  occasion  to  say,  the 
alien  law  was  a  twin  from  the  same  mother.  He 
could  tell  the  gentleman  that  his  road  and  canal 
law  had  descended  from  the  8th  section  also,  but 
its  mother  could  not  be  ascertained.  One  gentle- 
.  man  derived  the  power  to  Congress  to  make  roads 
and  canals  from  that  clause  of  this  8th  section 
which  gives  Cbngress  power  "  to  pay  the  debts 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States."  Another  could 
see  it  in  the  clause  which  gives  Congress  the 
power  "  to  rmlate  commnce  with  foreign  na- 
tions.*' Another,  in  that  clause  which  authorizes 
Congress  "to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads;" 
anotlier  in  that  claose  which  authorizes  Congress 
"  to  raise  and  support  armies  f  and  another  class 
could  perceive  it  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Convention. 
They  could  not  believe  that  so  wise  an  assemblage 
of  men  could  have  intended  to  forget  making  pro- 
vision for  improvements  so  desirable,  although 
they  had  actually  forgotten  it  We  could,  from 
this  diversity  of  opinions,  perceive  that  the  mother 
of  this  road  and  canal  law  could  not  be  accurately 
traced.  Nor  was  the  father  of  it  known,  and  it 
was  of  course  an  illegitimate. 

If  gentlemen  wished  to  restore  the  Constitution 
to  its  original  purity,  and  preserve  it  inviolate,  it 
was  not  to  be  done  by  retrospective  operations  upon 
expired  laws,  and  longjpast  legal  decisions.  If  you 
wish  to  preserve  your  Constitution  pure,  you  mast, 
when  questions  of  policy  of  a  doubtful  character 
arise,  first  examine  lor  your  Constitotional  powers 
to  act  upon  them.  If  the  power  is  not  dd^ated, 
it  is  reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the  people,  and 
you  can  go  no  farther.  But,  instead  of  resorting 
to  an  inquiry  of  this  sort,  the  usual  mode  is,  when 
a  gentleman  of  the  Senate  wishes  to  carry  a  favor- 
ite point,  he  tells  you  what  you  have  done  hereto-, 
fore ;  he  gives  you  a  precedent.  These  precedents 
are  produced  very  oiten,  because,  gentlemen  say, 
the  object  is  of  little  importance,  or  their  friends 
are  concerned,  and  they  do  not  like  to  oppose  it 
And  he  had  been  told,  on  a  very  important  occa- 
sion, when  he,  Mr.  S.,  was  urging  the  propriety  of 
adhering  to  the  Constitution,  that,  "it  the  meas- 
'  ure  was  uneonstitotioDal,  it  wu,  nererthdess, 
'  safe,  whilst  we  had  it  in  otir  own  hands ;  that  we 
'  would  take  care  not  to  abuse  it."  So  your  own 
precedents,  which  you  are  daily  accumulatiDg,  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  one  to-day,  and  of  anotlier 
to-morrow,  and  your  own  infallibility,  now  seem 
to  form  the  measure  of  your  Constitutional  powers. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not  contented 
himself  with  this,  but  has  gone  to  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  for  precedents,  and  gives  you  some 
cases  of  attainder.  The  cases  referred  to  were 
cases  of  attainder  by  the  Parliament  itself^ 
not  the  decisions  of  a  court  of  justice.  There 
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was  no  parallel  between  the  ParliameDt  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
The  Farliament  of  Great  Britain  was  omnipotent. 
By  its  fun^mental  principles  that  Parliament  is  a 
court  of  jadicature  to  hear  cases  in  the  last  resort ; 
they  can  do  any  thin^  which  the  wisdom  of  its 
monbm  may  deem  nght  It  can  depose  a  king, 
or  raise  one  to  the  throne ;  or  it  can  chai^  the 
royal  descent  at  pleasure.  The  will  of  Parlument 
is  the  Constitution  al(»e  by  which  its  powers  are 
limited.  It  is  not  so  in  our  GtoTemment.  Yonr 
powers  are  jn^scribed,  ai^  you  cannot  act  beyond 
that  limit.  Can  Congress  remore  a  Chief  Magis- 
trate at  its  mere  will  and  pleasure,  and  t^ace 
another  in  the  chair  7  You  hare  not  thought  so 
yet,  perhaps,  but  if  jrou  are  to  take  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  with  all  its  gigantic  and  omnip- 
otent powers  for  your  guide,  and  conceiFe  your 
powers  to  be  equally  gigantic  and  omnipotent,  you 
may  do  so  whenerer  you  think  a  fit  occasion  pre- 
sents itself.  Whilst  the  whole  civilized  world  is 
gazing  upon  our  political  course,  and  admiring  the 
sunplieity  of  our  Government,  not  more  on  ac- 
count of  the  powers  retained  by  the  people  and  by 
tlw  States,  than  for  the  wdl  defined  and  precise 
limits  that  are  prescribed  to  the  powers  gtren  to 
each  branch  of  the  GkiTemmcnt,  we  are  looking 
for  fore^  preeedmts  to  authorize  us  to  go  beytma 
our  limits,  and  lay  hold  on  powers  not  delegated 
by  the  Con^tntion. 

The  sentleman  from  Vi^inia  (Mr.  Babbodh) 
had  declared,  "  it  was  against  the  theory  of  our 
institutions  to  control  the  liberty  of  the  press  bv 
tolerating  a  prosecution  for  a  lib^  even  in  a  State." 
And  then,  the  gentleman  avows, "  it  is  a  business 
between  individuals  onlv." 

Mr.  S.  observed,  although  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  for  wise  purposes,  may  have  denied 
this  power  to  the  General  Government,  and  prob- 
ably it  was  wise  to  do  so,  yet  the  gentleman  had 
most  q;regiously  mistaken  the  powers  as  well  as 
the  prmetice  of  the  States  to  carry  on  prosecutions 
for  Ubdk  The  English  common  law  of  libels 
was  said  to  have  originated  in  the  Stat  Chamber, 
in  the  times  of  high-handed  political  omtression. 
But  it  became  a  part  of  the  common  law.  and 
was  transferred  to  this  country,  and  adopted  oy  all 
the  old  States,  some  of  which  still  retain  it,  and 
others  have  ameliorated  by  it,  their  constitutions  or 
hf  statute.  There  was  not  a  State  in  the  Union, 
either  old  or  new,  where  a  prosecution  for  libels 
was  not  authorized,  either  by  the  common  law,  by 
stamte,  or  by  the  State  constitution.  In  the  States 
of  Mew  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
New  Jersey,  Vetmont,  Geo^ia,  and  New  York, 
the  common  law  had  been  relaxed  by  statute  so 
far  an  to  allow  the  defendant  to  give  the  truth  in 
evidenee.  Bat  these  States  still  retain  the  com- 
mon law  ptmishment  of  fine,  imprisonment,  pil- 
lory, and  iriiipiHng,  at  the  discretion  of  the  judge 
who  shall  (Mus  the  sentence  upon  conviction. 

Viigrinia  itself  retained  the  common  law,  but  by 
a  forced  construction  sufiered  the  truth  to  be  given 
in  evidence,  and  |mnished  hy  the  common  law 
rule  of  fine,  imprisonmoit,  piLIory,  and  whipping, 
if  the  jodge  anoold  so  oner.   AU  these  States 


which  have  noticed  the  subject  at  all,  hare  pro- 
tected the  liberty  of  the  press.  Virginia  had  been 
silent  on  that  important  privilege  in  her  constitu- 
tion. Maryland  had  adopted  the  common  law, 
and  punished  and  prosecuted  according  to  its  rules. 

The  Slate  of  North  Carolina  had  formed  for 
herself,  immediately  after  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence, perhaps  the  best  constitution  of  any 
State  in  the  Union.  In  that  constitution  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  was  better  protected  tlmn  in  any 
other  State.  Its  language  is  stronger  and  more 
explicit.  It  is  in  these  words :  "  That  the  freedom 
of  the  press  is  one  of  the  great  bulwarks  of  lib- 
erty, and,  therefore,  ought  never  to  be  restmioed."^ 
Notwithstanding  this,  toe  common  law  of  libels  is 
in  full  force  in  mat  State.  And  it  would  appear 
as  if  it  was  universally  approved ;  and,  as  bis  au- 
thority for  believing  so,  he  read  from  the  Richmond 
Enquirer  the  following  passage :  "  The  House  of 
'  Commons  of  North  Carolina  has  unanimously 

*  directed  that  prosecution  be  commenced  against 
'  John  Wright,  (formerly  of  this  town.)  printer 
'  and  proprietor  of  the  Halifax  Compiler,  for  a 
<  libellous  publication  contained  in  a  late  number 
'  of  that  papM  asainst  the  Legislature  of  North 

*  Carolina."  Thu  appears  to  have  been  at  the  last 
session  of  that  L^fidatare.  From  this  course  of 
proceeding,  by  that  respectable  body,  it  would 
seem,  whatever  protection  the  constitution  of  that 
State  had  given  to  the  liberty  of  the  press,  it  was 
not  intmdol  to  give  protection  to  the  publication 
of  libels,  or  this  prosecution  could  not  have  been 
ordered. 

The  Slate  of  South  Carolina  has  said,  in  the 
6th  section  of  the  9th  article  of  her  constitution, 
"  the  trial  by  jury,  &c.,and  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
shall  be  forever  inviolably  preserved."  Yet.  in  tlmt 
State,  the  common  law  is  in  full  force,  witn  all  its 
absurdities,  that  the  truth  cannut  be  given  in  evi- 
dence, "  the  greater  the  truth,  the  ^eater  the  libel," 
&c. ;  and,  not  only  in  force^  but  m  constant  prac- 
tice; and,  what  is  m(»e,  it  is  likdy  to  remam  in 
force.  Two  years  ago,  a  bill  was  brought  before 
the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  relax  the  common 
law.  so  &r  as  to  authorize  the  defendant  to  give 
trutn  in  evidence  on  the  trial ;  and  this  bill  was 
supp(Mrted  by  unrivalled  elmjuence,  and  yet  it  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  State  of  Connecticut  has  said,  in  the  5th 
section  of  the  1st  article  of  her  declaration  of  rights, 
"  every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write,  and  pub- 
lish, his  sentiments  on  all  subjects,  being  responsiUe 
for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty." 

The  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  both 
declare  in  their  constitutions,  that  the  press  shall 
be  free  to  every  citizen  to  write  and  print  what  he 
pleases,  being  respon»iUe  for  the  abiue  of  that  lib- 
erty ;  but  do  not  authorize  the  truth  to  be  given 
in  evidence,  except  in  cases  for  jnosecutions  for 
puUieations  of  papers  investigatug  the  official 
conduct  of  puUic  officers. 

The  Sutes  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louiaana, 
Ohio,  Indiana.  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Alabanu,  and 
Maine,  have  ait  declared  by  thor  constitutions  that 
the  presses  shall  be  /ree,  and  every  citizen  may 
fredy  write,  speak,  and  print,  dn  any  subject,  he- 
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iu  rei|K}D«Ue  for  the  sbiue  of  Uitt  liberty.  Some 
ajf  tboae  Stiifaes  hfiTe  autborized  the  dnenjant  to 
give  the  truth  ia  erideoce  in  a  prosecutioa  for  the 
puUictktioQ  of  pAp>en  exatBinioff  the  proceeduagt 
of  I^islature,  or  the  official  conduct  of  pub- 
lie  ofl^eeiaj  but  others  do  not  go  so  far.  And  all 
the  GonatimtioDS  of  those  Slates  of  Kentucky, 
TeaDesse&  Ohio*  Louisiana,  lodiaaa,  MisaisHp]^, 
lUinois,  AlabunBt  and  Maine,  have  been  withia 
your  control,  and  all  but  two  or  three  of  tbeni  hare 
actually  passed  under  your  reTision,  and  not  a 
aWgle  objeottfta  ofiered  to  one  of  them.  Five  or 
six  of  tMee  very  ezec^tionable  constitutions  had 
paBaed  under  the  inspection  of  the  gentleman  from 
Viigiaia ;  and  the  mildest  feature  any  of  them 
pvesented  was,  that  the  truth  might  be  given  in 
evidence  on  a  pioseeution  for  a  Ubel,  aad  yet  he 
ni^otea  aproseovtion  cannot  be  BMintaiiiea  ondo^ 
tlie  authority  of  any  of  the  Statca. 

Hii  very  worthy  frieod  from  Kenttwfcy  (Bit. 
JtwiiaoN)  had  enumerated  many  offeitocs  commit- 
ted by  the  Federal  party  in  the  coorw  of  the  late 
war,  sqch  as  impedmg  the  enlistment  of  soldiers, 
sayiac  the  President  of  the  United  Sljatea  ought 
to  beoanged,  or  tbM  he  ought  to  be  removed  to 
make  way  for  some  other  who  knew  the  interests 
of  the  people,  aa^  would  admixiijiter  the  GJovern- 
ment  for  the  public  good ;  that  it  was  a  war  dic- 
tated by  the  Emperor  of  France,  and  carried  on  for 
hisaggrandiKement,  d&c.  He  says  all  these  imped- 
imentQ,  aAd.  may  others^  for  the  purpose  of  fororing 
the  enemy,  were  carried  oo,  yet  your  war  suc- 
ceeded }  and  asks  what  would  you  do  with  suoh  per- 
sons as  those  7  And  then  replies,  that  he  had  fbr- 
^ven  them ;  and  the  ooantry  bad  fottgiveo  them ; 
and  it  was  mueh  better  than  to  puniaJi  them.  Mr. 
S.  nid  he  knew  the  goo^hwas  of  that  genUemaa's 
heart  would  aUooat  overcome  public  justice  itself> 
to  embrace  aa  opportunity  to  indulge  his  native  be- 
nignity. But.  were  be  to  answer  the  gentlemaa'a 
queatiaii,  "  what  would  yon  do  with  such  persons 
aa  tboae  7"  he  would  answer,  wi^out  any  impaa- 
sicHwd  feeUngs,  or  aov  desire  or  wish  whatever  to 
offend,  that  he  would  nave  hanged  them ;  because, 
by  doing  so,  he  would  have  terminated  the  wax  at 
a  much  eariier  paiod,  aad  have  saved  the  lives  o{ 
many  valuable  citizens  of  the  United  Statea,  and 
prevented  the  effusion  of  much  blood- 
Gentlemen  have  said  much  about  the  liberty  of 
the  press ;  that  it  was  the  scourge  of  tyraols.  and 
the  bulwark  of  our  civil  liberty,  as  well  as  of  our 
hdy  religion.  Mr.  S.  observed,  that  he  had  »id 
nothing  la  opposition  to  the  liberty  of  the  press. 
He  was  as  friendly  to  the  liberty  of  the  press  as 
any  gentleman  who  bad  favored  the  resotutkuu 
before  the  Senate.  He  hoped  the  liberty  of  the 
presa  would  always  be  protected,  both  by  the  Con- 
stitutionand  by  the  public  sentiment.  But,  whilst 
he  entertained  mis  hope,  he  could  oot,  for  a  moment, 
believe  that  the  pubhc  sentiment  of  the  Americaa 
people  would  protect  the  propagation  of  falsehood, 
by  any  means,  in  any  shApe,  or  for  any  purpose. 
He  knew  much  had  been  done  for  the  cause  of  civil 
liberty,  and  of  religion,  smce  the  art  of  printing  had 
been  discovered ;  out  it  was  by  the  means  of  works 
of  religion,  of  science,  aad  of  philosophy,  wliich  it 


had  giren  to  the  world,  and  1^  which  the  mad 
of  man  had  been  eidighteiied  and  ezpaudcd.  It 
w«s  this  which  bad  paved  the  way  to  civil  liberty  j 
it  was  this  which  had  Mibverted  the  deapocisna 
that  prevailed  in  the  dark  ages  of  aiuiquity;  a»d 
it  was  this  alone  which  had  given  freedom  to  the 
civiliEed  world.  In  this  great  work,  it  was  not 
yoitf  newspaper  presses  that  were  useful ;  tyrants 
could  wield  tnese  as  well  as  the  friends  of  liberty. 
Nor  was  it  the  indiscriminate  publication  of  truth 
and  falsehood,  for  wiiich  gentlemen  so  much  con- 
tended, that  ever  aided  the  cause  of  freedom.  It  is 
inq>ossibte  to  admit  that  the  well^arned  reputation 
of  any  citizen,  whether  he  be  a  Pre^enL  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  or  a  private  citizen,  should  be  suf- 
fered to  be  assailed  by  falsehood,  and  that  the 
sailer  should  plead  the  liberty  of  toe  press  to  eovev 
hu  malignity.  Should  this  principle  svoceed,  an 
honest  reputation  vaonld  be  but  a  name,  and  the 
out-throat  and  philanthropist  would  have  c^ial 
cUima  upon  your  patronage  and  protectimi. 

In  these  United  States,  there  are  about  fow 
hundred  newspanei  presses.  There  is,  po^aps, 
amonost  them,  about  one-teoth  part  that  are  im- 
partieX  and  would  do  equal  justice  to  both  sides  of 
any  political  question,  and  perhaps  to  tbe  political 
character  of  public  men.  The  rest  are  ready  for 
any  thing  that  may  promote  their  owa  eraolament, 
and  serve  themjelves  aad  their  friends.  Some  or 
them  have  been  ready  for  the  highest  bidder.  They 
have  become  the  channels  through  which  them- 
selves and  friends  are  to  glide  into  office.  An 
offioe-hunter  has  nothing  to  do  but  enclose  a  Bfiy 
dollar  bill  to  the  editor,  and  he  becomes  pre-oni- 
neatly  qualified  to  fiU  the  first  office  in  the  State, 
or  the  nation,  without  perlwps  a  single  qualiAoa* 
tioB  for  either,  unless  it  is  hu  tucnts  for  in- 
trigue, for  whidi  there  is  now  so  laq[e  a  demand 
in  our  country.  If  an  editor  cannot  obtain  snffi- 
cient  supines  of  slander  from  his  customers,  to 
keep  the  community  in  an  u^tiar,  he  wUl  aii^y 
the  deficiency  by  his  editorial  ronarks.  If  a  nam 
word  is  ottered  which  an  editor  supposes  to  ne 
aimed  at  hint,  however  true  it  may  be,  he  then 
considers  himself  at  liberty  to  name  tbe  rash  of- 
fender, and  to  make  bis  own  press  tbe  vehicle 
tluough  which  he  may  vent  his  malignity  and 
defamation.  He  considers  this  the  rod  of  t«Tor, 
by  which  he  can  awe  into  obedience  any  who 
should  dare  to  ceH  in  question  hisconduct.  Some 
of  them  have  the  vanity  to  believe  they  can  write 
a  man  into  power,  and  then  write  him  out  again ; 
some  itiake  it  a  mauer  of  conscience  to  go  witb 
the  party  in  power ;  others  take  part  with  the  party 
in  power  as  long  as  they  see  any  hope  to  share  in 
the  public  fiiTonj  but,  if  the  pro^teeta  darken, 
they  become  the  hitter  enemies  of  those  they  sup- 
posed they  had  put  into  power,  and  endeavor  to 
change  the  dynasty,  in  hope  of  a  better  fortaae  for 
themselves  uoder  the  new  order  of  tbiags.  S<^ 
cannot  subsist  without  falsehood :  it  is  the  feed 
that  nourishes  and  gives  life  to  their  presses. 
During  the  late  war,  many  of  your  presses  were 
kept  up  for  the  sole  purpose  oi  distracting  your 
councils,  and  aiding  your  enemies ;  and  protracted 
your  war,  and  did  you  more  essential  in^jury  than 
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the  enouy.  Theae  preaaeB,  instead  of  being  the 
guides  to  the  true  character  of  jjoUtical  meD,liaTe 
become  the  sordid  chaaaels  of  intrigue,  in  which 
every  scribbler  can  puff  his  patron,  whether  he  has 
mentor  not,  provided  he  has  secured  the  affec- 
tions of  the  editor.  This  is  so  truly  the  character 
of  many  of  yonr  newspapers,  that  little  or  no  credit 
is  given  to  any  thing  they  detail,  even  if  it  be  the 
truth.  Yet  these  are  the  presses  which  gentlemen 
consider  to  be  the  ark  of  your  political  safety,  and 
the  shield  to  your  holy  religioo. 

We  are  told  that  the  voice  of  the  people  of  this 
nation  had  peaud  jodgment  upon  this  law,  and 
now  demanded  at  yoor  aan^  that  yon  declare  it 
unconstitutional.  We  are  also  cautioned  to  beware 
how  we  oppose  paUie  opinion.  Mr.  8.  said,  no 
gentleman  had  more  respect  for  puUie  opinion 
than  he  had,  or  would  yield  with  more  obedience 
to  its  mandatCL  whenever  it  was  his  duty,  or  be- 
c&me  re^ieetfol  for  him  to  do  so ;  but,  in  lormiog 
an  opinion  upon  a  Coostttulional  questiou,  the 
Constitution  itself  should  be  bis  guide,  not  public 
opinion.  The  people  whom  he  had  tne  honor  to 
repreRUt  were  a  magnaaimous  people,  and  inten- 
ded  him  to  form  his  own  opinion  npon  Constitu- 
tional law,  or  they  ought  not,  as  they  woidd  not, 
have  sent  him  here. 

Gentlemen  speak  of  party^  and  have  deuouneed 
those  who  oppose  the  resolutions  as  apostates  from 
the  lepaUican  caote.  Mr.  8.  obaorved,  that  apos- 
tacjr  could  not  be  ascribed  to  hhnsdf,  tor  he  had 
enlisted  under  no  party  banner.  Nor  was  he 
annloDB  to  belong  to  any  party,  if  he  most  sacrifice 
his  honest  opinion  as  the  price  of  sach  a  privilege. 

The  judges  are  said  to  be  tyrants,  and,  if  not 
controlled,  may  donolishyourGovemment  Yonr 
judges  may  become  ambitions  of  power,  and  aspire 
after  dominion,  but  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  their 
avocations  that  they  should  obtain  that  sort  of  in- 
fluence in  the  Government,  which  could  render 
them  dangerous  to  its  peace.  There  is  not  an  in- 
stance recorded  in  bistoty  of  the  common  law 
judges  having  subverted  the  libertiea  of  a  nation. 
Whenever  the  civil  liberties  of  this  nation  are  de- 
stroyed, it  must  be  by  one  of  the  other  departments ; 
andj  if  the  opinion  of  Congress  is  to  be  the  standard 

n^ht,  instead  of  the  C^stitution  of  your  coun- 
try, It  may  unfortunately  fall  there.  If  Congress 
is  not  bound  by  the  Gonstitutioo,  it  is  under  ^e 
eotttcol  of  no  law  bat  the  law  of  opinion,  which  is 
the  law  of  tyrants.  Your  judges  may  err,  and 
vary  often  do ;  sometimes  fmm  a  want  of  capacity, 
sometimes  from  eormption,  and  sometimes  from 
interest ;  Imt  theyare  circumscribed  by  law,  and 
sobject  to  its  p^talties.  If  it  is  too  difficult  to 
reach  them  by  impeachment,  change  your  Coosti- 
totioa.  It  would  be  better  for  the  nation  that  the 
judges  should  be  subject  to  the  control  of  one- 
third  of  the  Senate,  upon  a  case  of  impeachment, 
than  ^  that  Congress  should  assume  the  power  of 
revising  their  decisions,  if  yon  can  organize 
yoorselves  into  a  high  court  of  appeal,  npon  no 
other  authority  than  that  justice  cannot  be  done 
without  your  interference,  there  can  be  no  limits 
to  your  usurpation.  The  pure  ermine  may  be 
stained ;  your  judges  may  become  cormpt ;  bat 
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these  are  evils  against  which  the  Government  can 
protect  itself.  A  well-regulated  judiciary,  with 
the  ri^ht  of  trial  by  a  jury,  is  the  great  palladium 
of  civil  liberty }  it  will  hover  round  the  temple  of 
justice  after  tt  shall  have  forsaken  these  walb. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  TALDOT,  OF  KENTU0K7 

In  TBB  SSJTATB,  JlKOABT  17,  18S1. 

Oh  the  report  of      CmmiMw  on  tAe  petUion  of  MaU 

tAeu>  Xjron. 

Mr.  Talbot,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with  some,  hesitation  I  rise 
to  address  this  honorable  body,  on  the  present  im- 
portant  subject  of  their  deliberations  ^  a  subject 
which  involves  in  its  decision  questions  of  the 
highest  moment ;  of  Constitutional  principles  and 
constructions ;  of  the  character  and  merits  of  a 
fcwmer,  as  well  as  of  the  present,  administration 
of  our  Gbvemment,  as  well  as  considerations  of 
justice,  as  apidied  to  the  claim  of  the  petitioner, 
who  has  applied  to  the  justice  and  libenuity  of  his 
country  for  redress.  I  have  waited  long,  during 
the  protracted  discussion  of  these  various  topics, 
with  much  anxiety  and  some  impatience,  to  near 
from  some  gentleman  qualified  for  such  a  taskj  a 
development  of  tiie  causes,  either  in  the  peenliar 
condition  of  the  coontry;  the  sentiments,  feel- 
ings, or  opinions  of  the  people ;  the  dangers  to 
which  the  Government  may  have  been  exposed, 
either  from  extooal  or  domestic  enemies ;  or  ih» 
actual  state  <tf  parties  at  this  important  and  alarm- 
ing crisis,  we  are  to  ascribe  this  extraordinary  aet 
ofnatiooal  legislation.  I  have  waited  for  this  iiH 
formation  with  more  anxiety,  from  the  coosideia- 
tion  that  we  are  fortunately  honored  with  the  pres- 
ence of  more  than  one  gentleman,  who,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  are  now  in  their  seats  on  this 
floor,  who  were  also  members  of  the  National 
Councils  at  the  enaction  of  the  sedition  law ;  but 
a  development  of  the  policy,  scope,  and  object,  of 
the  extraordinary  act,  the  cause  of  so  much  terror 
and  alarm,  aud  the  iostrument  of  so  much  oppres- 
sion and  injustice,  was  most  emphatically  to  have 
been  expected  &om  an  honorable  ^tleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis)  who,  if  my  recollec- 
tion of  the  histOTy  of  the  times  does  not  deceive 
me,  not  only  gave  his  voice  in  favor  of  the  passatf^ 
bu^  as  a  warm  and  able  advocate  most  signaBy 
contributed  to  the  success  of  this  obnoxious  meas- 
ure. But  my  expectations  have  been  in  vain.  A 
silence  the  most  profound,  a  discretion  the  most 
circumspect  and  refined,  has  kept  the  friends  and 
advocates  of  this  measure  mule.  In  vain  has  this 
sedition  act  been  deuounced  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  as  an  usurpation 
on  the  Constitution;  as  oppressive,  tyrannical,  and 
unjust.  This  denunciation,  Mr.  Cbairman,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  repeat — declaring  it  as  my  most  sin- 
cere conviction,  that  the  sedition  act  ts  not  only, 
in  its  ^inciple  and  enactions,  without  warrant  or 
uithority  to  be  deduced  from  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  amongst  the  defined  and  enn- 
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(Berated  povrers  there  cootained ;  nor  ia  such  bq- 
thoritf  to  be  deduced  by  any  fair  rule  of  argument 
or  eoDstructioii,  as  the  execution  of  a  power  con- 
ferred on  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  as 
subsidiary  to  the  powers  expressly  delated ;  and 
I  challen^  honorable  genuemen  who  are  the  ad- 
Tocates  or  apologists  for  this  measure,  to  point  out, 
to  put  their  finger  on  the  clause  or  section  of  the 
Constitation,  which  confers  such  power,  or  from 
which  it  can  be  rationally,  or  eren  plausibly,  in- 
ferred. If  this  be  true,  and  I  have  a  ri^ht  to  as- 
sume it,  no  honorable  gentleman  opposed  to  the 
reiolntion  on  your  table,  though  reputedly  called 
OB  to  do  80,  having  eome  forward  to  controrert  it, 
need  I  even  adrert  to  that  article  in  the  araeod- 
ments  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  emphaticaLly 
called  the  Bill  of  Rifrtits,  (amendmoits,  dictat- 
ed by  the  caution  and  jealous  spirit  of  liberty, 
watchful  guardian  of  the  pec^le^s  rights,) 
which  coatains  an  inhibition,  positive  and  expnss, 
to  the  Congress  of  the  Umted  States,  to  cnaet 
May  law  "eoncerninganeBtablishnhentcn  rdigkm, 
or  abridging  the  freedom  of  the  press." 

The  general  frame  and  scope,  as  wdl  as  the 
subject  and  intent,  of  our  national  compact,  the 
CoMtitatim  of  the  United  States,  affi)rds  no  aiign- 
ment,  or  em  countenaiice,  for  such  a  course  of 
tigwatioii  I  the  wkde  frame  and  organization  of 
As  Federal  Conatitation,  in  the  povrer  ddegated 
to  the  National  Government,  embracing  only  ob- 
jects of  natioBal  coacera,  connected  with  the  na- 
tional defence,  and  such  as  are  placed  beyond  the 
Beo|>e  and  limits  of  the  powers  bdonging  to  the 
indiridiial  States,  to  which  was  iatended  to  be 
left  the  exercise  of  all  the  sovereign  powers  eon- 
nected  with  internal  government  ana  municipal 
ri^rulation.  In  illustration  of  this  view,  it  is  to 
be  remarked^  that  the  C<Histimtion  of  the  United 
Stales  has,  m  no  part  of  that  instrolnent,  vested 
Oongiess  with  the  power  to  enact  a  criminal  code 
fbr  the  restraint  and  punishment  of  crimes  within 
the  limits  of  the  respective  States.  The  absurdity, 
•a  wdl  as  dangerou  conseqaeooes,  of  confttring 
sooh  ^DWo;  is  obvious,  aad  must  obtrude  itself  on 
Ae  mmd  of  every  man.  That  t^  power  beloon 
to  tka  sovereignty  of  the  iadividoal  States,  will 
BOt  ba  eontiwrerted.  A  power  in  the  National 
Qormmmtf  to  beerordsedoverthesame subject 
Meiatiiig  4m  each  and  every  eitizm  in  tlM  United 
States,  to  be  exercised  simuluacoady  by  each  of 
these  sovereign  powers,  by  proeemttioiis  and  con- 
Titrtlons  in  meix  respective  courts,  would  produce 
acdttflict  of  Jarisdietions  and  of  powers,  which 
must  hasten,  by  rapid  strides,  to  a  dissolution  of 
that  Qovernment,  which  could  not  loog  endure. 

Bat  no  warrant  is  to  be  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  for  a  construction  which 
Would  lead  to  consequences  so  disastrous.  The 
power  in  Congress  to  enact  a  criminal  code  for 
the  government  of  the  citizens  of  the  several 
States  is  repelled  by  every  view  which  can  be 
takm  of  its  principles  and  provisions.  Why  did 
the  framers  of  thU  sacred  instrument,  this  clurter 
of  001  rights  and  liberties,  employ  an  entire  sec- 
tion of  Uie  ConstitatioB  in  defining  treason  agaimt 
the  United  States,  and  prescribing  what  sho^  be 


the  limits  of  the  pnnishment  to  be  inflicted  on  the 
culprit?  The  answer  is  obvious:  this  crime  be- 
ing commiUed  against  the  nation^  and  not  against 
a  State,  the  authority  of  the  nation  is  alone  coa- 
eented  in,  and  competent  to,  its  punishment ;  and 
besides,  not  only  the  peace  and  happiness,  but  the 
very  eustanee  of  the  nation  essentinly  depend  on 
the  possesrion  and  exetcise  of  raeh  a  power.  Why 
has  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  afta 
ddmting,  in  the  most  explicit  and  am]^e  tenos, 
to  Congress,  power  over  the  ^rrenoyana  coins  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  vary  next  aad  succeed- 
ing paragraph ,  conferred  the  additional,  and  there- 
fore not  m»eiy  an  incidental  powCT,  ta  providing 
for  Uie  pnnishment  of  those  who  shotdd  be  galhy 
of  counterfeiting  such  eurreneyor  coin?  Can  we 
dean  so  irreverently  of  die  wisdom  of  Ae  finsaen 
of  this  rioriotts  instrument,  as  for  a  noment  to 
indues  uiesHppo8idoa,thatthe^wonld  have  taken 
the  pains,  by  an  express  provisKm,  to  dei^te  the 
power  to  provide  fat  the  punishment  of  tie  crime 
allodad  to,  if  diey  had  contemplated,  by  any  other 
;  provision  in  the  Constioition,  eidier  to  confer  a 
:  gmeral  power  to  provide  fox  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  the  peipetration  of  which  might  bedeemed 
to  aAot  the  pnwpmty  of  die  nation,  or  the  quiet 
and  tranquil  operation  of  the  Qeneial  Govern- 
ment? Yet  such  is  the  sumiiitiott  on  which  u- 
goments  most  be  based  imieh  are  employed  to 
vindicate  the  power  of  Congress  to  punish  politi- 
cal libels  by  the  enaction  of  sedition  laws,  to  be 
enforced  by  the  powers  uid  interventi(»i  of  a 
Federal  judiciary.  But  when  it  most  be  con- 
ceded by  the  advocates  of  this  seditioQ  act,  that 
there  is  no  exprm  power  to  be  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution for  its  enaction ;  that,  if  it  can  be  claimed 
at  all,  it  must  be  supported  on  (he  ground  that  it 
is  amongst  the  snwadiary  powers  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  execution  of  expressly  ddwated 
powers,  when  it  is  answered  that  no  such  ex- 
presriy  ddegated  power  has  or  can  be  shown  to 
which  this  power  of  enchaining  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  and  dosiw  up  the  avenues  to  a  full  and 
free  investigation  of^tlw  characters  and  measores 
of  poUic  men,  who  are  the  delegates  and  aerranta 
of  the  pec^e,  a«  neeeoary  and  prapet.  IV^en  k 
is  further  aasweredj  that  the  amcndnent  to  the 
Constitution,  inhibiting  all  abridgoint  of  the  frcc- 
detn  of  the  press ;  an  amendment  dielated  by  the 
jealous  and  watchful  oauUon  of  the  Lcgiidatnres 
of  the  States,  by  which  it  was  recommended:  a 
jealooBf  sprinjginf  from  a  deep  sense  of  the  vafoe 
of  the  libwties  intended  to  be  secured  and  justified 
by  the  histories  of  all  Gevemmeofes  and  nations  of 
the  earth.  That  this  amendment  oi^ht  to  put  to 
silence  all  ar^fuments  derirad  from  vague  and  gen- 
eral speculations  in  relation  to  the  power  with 
which  Governments  ought  to  be  endowed  for  the 
preservation  of  those  called  on  by  the  peojde  to 
administer  it,  from  the  licentious  tongues  or  pens 
of  malicious  libellers  or  calumniators. 

But  it  is  not  on  the  silence  of  the  Constitution, 
or  the  absence  of  dde^ted  power  to  form  that  in- 
strument; nor  only  on  the  amendment  to  that 
Constitution,  so  emphatic  in  its  terms,  that  the 
of^KMunta  to  thesedttian  lavneedrest  totir  ftppo- 
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sbkm.  Bat,  in  tlliiBtratioii  of  the  wisdom  of  its 
fismers,  understood  and  interpreted  as  we  ex- 
pound it,  the  opioioo  which  I  entertain,  and  avow 
with  pride  and  ^easure,  is^  that  this,  and  all  other 
sedition  ot  libel  law^  having  for  their  design  and 
purpose*  the  control  of  free  and  full  inrestigation 
of  the  ebazacter  uai  opinions  of  public  men  and 
public  measures^  withmit  limit  and  without  re- 
sjEraint,  I  mean  from  crimiaal  prosecution,  are  hos- 
til&  in  their  very  essence  and  principle,  to  liberty, 
and  lo  the  firee  and  republican  institutions  under 
which  we  lire,  and  which  are  so  justly  our  pride 
and  boast ;  for  the  private  or  individual  iojary,  re- 
soltLDg  from  the  publication  of  libels  or  malicious 
slanders,  the  incumbent  of  office,  the  representa- 
tive of  the  people  in  the  Con^^tess  of  the  United 
States,  even  their  Chief  Magistrate,  has,  iyy  the 
municipal  regulations,  the  laws  of  every  State, 
bis  appropriate  remedy,  to  demand  and  receive,  in 
commoD  with  the  lowest  and  meanest  citizeo,  an 
eqiHTalent  for  the  injury  he  has  sustained.  And 
vlijr  is  be  who  has  been  selected  from  amongst 
bis  fitUoiF-citizeas,  lo  exercise  for  their  benefit 
ud  advantage  a  little  brid'aothority,  to  be  hedged 
aeoand  with  the  mn^artB  of  sorere^n  power,  to 
be  armed  with  the  artillery  of  a  oriminal  code,  for 
the  (Hotection  of  his  pnson  or  reputatitm,  which 
is  denied  to  every  other  eitizea  ? 

My  btmoraUe  friend  from  Georgia  has  dis- 
claimed, in  pathetic  strains,  and  my  honorable 
friend,  who  sits  before  me,  (Mr.  Smith,)  has  in- 
dulged in  terms  and  anecaotea,  humorous  and 
sportive,  against  the  slander  and  calumny,  which 
flow  from  the  licentiousness  of  the  press.  Have 
my  booorable  friends  otnitted  to  remark  what  is 
of  sueh  familiar  ofaservalioo  ta  all  the  walks  of 
human  life,  how  few,  if  any,  of  the  benefits  of 
Heaven  are  granted  us  by  the  all-wise  Disposer  of 
Ercnto  without  alloy  1  How  liable  are  our  great- 
eat  blessings  u>  alxtse  ?  And  that  the  question  in 
the  case  we  are  now  diseussng  is,  whether  the 
liberty  of  the  press  is  not  erne  of  those  political 
fakanngB  inestimable  in  itself,  the  abuse  of  which 
is  inseparable  from  its  advantageous  we?  If  gen- 
tkmea  still  doubt  on  thb  question,  let  me  refer  my 
bOA^nble  friends  to  the  history  of  the  late  triab 
and  proseeutioM  for  libels  in  Eoglaud,  as  well  as 
in  Irdand,  for  the  last  hundred  years.  What  heart 
eandowed  with  the  common  feelings  of  sympathy, 
qfX  steeled  against  every  soft  emotion  of  our  na- 
tara,  ean  forbear  to  feel  for  them  1  Humanity 
herself  must  weep  over  the  helpless  late  of  philos- 
ophers, statesmen,  and  patriots,  the  victims  to  the 
lave  of  liberty  and  tluir  country's  rights,  who 
have  been  oflered  up  on  the  allar  of  their  country, 
to  the  corniption,  tyranny,  and  usurpations  of 
po^j  and  all  under  the  specious  pretence  of 
wmfathmg  the  licentiousness  of  the  press;  yet 
Sn^nd  boasts  (how  vain  the  boast!)  that  she 
enjoys  the  liberty  of  the  press. 

Believe  me,  Xor.  Chairman,  that  neither  the  lib- 
erties of  tbe  peoi^e,  nor  the  inestimaUe  institu- 
cions  of  our  tree  republican  Qovemmeot,  can  be 
pnserred  in  their  purity,  while  the  freedom  of  un- 
restrained investigation  of  the  character,  conduct, 
priaei^es,  and  motives  of  pnUic  men,  or  the  ten- 


dency of  public  measures,  shall  be  restrained  and 
fettered  by  restrictions  on  tbe  press;  and  that  such 
investigations  will  never  be  free  or  useful  wbUo 
restrained  by  the  perpetual  terrors  and  actual  dut- 
oers  of  erimiial  prosecutions.  And  I  fRit  to  my 
honorable  friends  from  Geoq;ia  and  South  Cato- 
'  liwi,  to  say  whjit  l^islator,  jurist,  or  ingeoloui 
casuist,  has  yet  been  aUe  to  dnwa  mreeise  line  of 
demarcation  between  the  liberty  and  licentlouBnesa 
of  the  press,  in  case  of  political  libels?  In  cases 
where  party  meets  party  in  hot  contention  on 
questions  of  political  opuioos  and  public  meas- 
ures ?  What  usurping  or  tyrant  legislator,  like 
the  tyrant  Dane,  has  £ired  to  say  to  the  political 
writer,  iuvesligating  the  opinions  and  moUvee  as 
well  as  actions  of  the  ruler  of  the  country — thus 
far  sbalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther,  and  here  shall 
the  proud  wave  of  popular  discontent  be  stayed  ? 
While  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  reciprocate  in 
tbe  warmest  terms  the  sentiments  of  iodignatioo 
which  my  honorable  friend  from  Geoi^a  so  for- 
cibly and  eloquently  expessed  against  the  guilt, 
as  well  86  inumy,  of  those  oonoemed  eithn  in 
the  fiftteieation  or  propagation  .cf  malicaoiu  slaa- 
ders  -a  vice,  tbe  pre^lence  of  which  is  so  much 
to  be  deplored,  but  a  rice  too  fimdjr  ingrafted  in 
our  frail  imperfect  natores— 4»y  the  indulgence  of 
which  the  peace  and  happiness  of  society  has 
been  so  often  disturbed  and  blasted ;  yet  I  for  one 
must  be  permitted  to  indulge  the  consolatory  hope, 
if  not  the  fond  belief,  that  there  is  in  truth,  integ^ 
rity.  and  conscious  worth,  a  charm  sufficient  of 
itself  to  insure  the  triumph  of  virtue ;  and  that, 
armed  with  these,  the  utmost  rage  of  malice  may 
be  defied,  and  that,  although  the  excellence  of 
such  a  character  may,  for  a  time,  be  sullied,  yet, 
like  the  luminary  in  the  heavens,  which  shines 
with  light  and  glory  on  our  sphere,  which  suffers 
a  transient  obscwation  from  tne  passing  douib,  it 
is  only  permitted,  that  it  may,  when  the  transient 
vaMr  is  passed,  j^re  fresh.lustie  to  his  beams' 

But,  Mr.  ChairmaD,  having  detained  you  much 
longer  than  I  intended  on  that  bmneh  of  thediscus- 
sioo  from  which  oar  o|^nents  have  retreated,  and 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  haa 
declined  the  task  for  which  the  conspicuous  part 
he  took  at  the  period  of  the  enaction  of  this  too 
famous  law,  so  well  qualified  hiin,  permit  nw  to 
fill  the  chasm  left  by  bis  omission  in  the  history  of 
the  Administratioa  at  this  eventful  period— «ot 
from  observation  of  tbe  passing  scene,  or  entirely 
from  the  documents  of  authentic  history  of  tM 
times ;  but  in  part  from  the  contemporaneous  im- 
pressions and  opinitHis  ratified  and  sancttoned  by 
the  puUic  voice. 

From  these  sources,  the  best  which  I  have  been 
enabled  to  procure,  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  in- 
fer that  this  seditioB  aet  was  <»e  of  the  last  links 
in  the  cbaiu  of  measures  adopted  and  pursued  by 
that  party  in  whose  hands  the  admiontration  of 
the  Cmremment  was  then  reposed,  measures  of  a 
tone  and  character  to  arouse,  and  which  had 
aroused  strong  alarms  in  the  bosoms  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  for  those  liberties  on  which  repeated 
and  successive  invaaitms  had  been  made.  These 
alarms,  first  producing  exfffeasions  of  discontent, 
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had  gimdnally  increased  and  swelled  into  load  and 
danrarous  ezpresuons  of  indignation,  which  were 
echoed  from  one  extremity  of  the  Union  to  the 
other.  It  was  to  silence  the  voice  of  just  eensare, 
of  awakened  and  indignant  discontent — to  stifle 
^e  public  voice — to  throw  around  them  a  ram- 
part of  defence  against  the  assault  of  popular  in- 
dication. That  it  was  the  last  des}>erate  recourse 
ctfa  falling  party  tottering  on  the  brink  of  the  pre- 
cipice, over  which  this  measure,  intended  for  their 
preservation,  as  full  of  rashness  as  of  danger,  only 
served  the  sooner  to  precipitate  them — and  to  this 
cause  are  we  to  ascribe  the  revolution  of  power 
from  the  handii  of  those  who,  by  this  measure, 
lioped  to  have  secured  the  means  of  its  perpetua- 
tion. 

A  new  and  extraordinary  feature  in  this  law 
was  the  short  period  of  its  duration.  Other  por- 
tioDs  of  vour  criminal  code,  Mr.  Chairman,  enact- 
ed for  the  preventioo  or  punishment  of  offences, 
are,  as  it  seems  they  should  always  be,  calculated 
fbr  all  times  and  all  circumstaQces. 

But  this  is  one  among  the  few  which  have  met 
my  observation,  which  was  for  the  short  and  lim- 
ited diuraUon  of  two  years  and  a  half,  and  by  its 
limitation  was  to  expire  with  the  term  of  service 
of  the  then  Pretident  of  the  United  States.  On 
that  day,  by  a  happy  change.  Mr.  Jeflferson  by  the 
voice  of  his  country,  was  called  to  preside  over  its 
destmies.  The  commencement  of  this  new  and 
happy  era  furnished  an  illustrious  proof  to  an  ad- 
minng  world  of  the  futility  and  follv  of  sedition 
and  libel  taws.  The  inaugural  speecn  of  this  en- 
ligbcened  statesman  asserted  the  true  and  gCDuine 
principles  of  liberty,  and  of  our  free  republican 
mstitutioDs:  and  established  the  dominion  of  io- 
^rity,  truth,  and  honor,  over  the  demons  of  cmNr, 
ftlsehcwd,  and  malice.  It  claimed  no  exemption 
of  rulers,  magistrates,  and  representatives ;  their 
motives,  designs,  or  measures,  from  the  rigid  stric- 
tures, from  the  free  and  unrestrained  investigations 
of  the  press. 

He  donandol  no  libel  or  sedition  act  to  shield 
the  purity  of  his  motives,  the  integrity  of  his  char- 
acter, from  the  assaults  of  a  virulent  aud  implaca- 
ble, tnoagh  fallen  party.  But,armedwilh  thecon- 
scious  integrity  of  his  own  heart,  with  this  im- 
mwtal  egis,  stronger  than  adamant  or  brass,  this 
illustrious  philosopher  and  enlightened  statesman 
reared  his  bead  above  the  stormy  clouds  of  faction, 
intrigue,  and  passion:  and  the  envenomed  shafts 
of  calumny  fell  harmless  at  his  feet. 

But  our  opponents,  Mr.  Chairman,  not  choosing 
to  enconnter  Has  question  by  arguments  in  sup- 
pent  either  of  the  eonstitutioDali^  or  expediency 
of  the  sedition  act ;  not  wiUii^  to  encounter  tM 
general  sentiments  of  reprobation  with  whieh 
mis  obnoxious  measure  is  now  hdd  and  viewed 
in  these  United  States;  and  entertaining,  as  I 
fondly  trust  my  honorable  friends  from  Qeorgia 
and  South  Carolioa  do,  the  same  opinions  with 
myself  in  relation  thereto ;  they  have  taken  sbd- 
ter  behind  tbe,b«ch  of  judges;  contending  that 
the  Constitution  a  government  of  checks  and 
balances  j  that,  by  this  theory,  the  judiciary  of  the 
United  States  ia  the  efficient  check  on  the  usur- 


pation of  emigres^  in  the  enaction  of  laws,  not 
warranted  by  ue  Coustitotion :  and  that,  when 
this  department  has  interposed  the  sanction  in  the 
exposition  or  execution  of  a  law,  that  no  other 
department  of  our  Government  have  a  right  to 
interfere.  And  that,  as  the  law  in  question,  du- 
riog  its  existence,  was  enforced  by  the  judicial 
power  and  is  now  expired,  that  Congress  have  no 
Constitutional  right  to  interfere.  These  doctrines 
are  beautiful  in  theory,  and  the  arguments  deduced 
therefrom  are  plausible  and  ingenious.  They  are 
such  as  caught  my  youthful  mind  as  sterling  po- 
litical  orthodoxy,  but  whieh  recent  events  in  the 
history  of  our  country  have  taught  me  to  receive 
with  caution  and  distrust ;  as  subject  to  many 
limitations;  and  as  entirely  inapplicable  to  the 
questions  we  are  sow  callea  upon  to  decide. 

But.  before  I  proceed  to  their  refutation,  permit 
me,  Mr.  Chairman  to  premise  that  there  is  no 
honorable  gentleman  on  this  floor  who  can  enter- 
tain a  higher  reverence  for  the  judicial  ehamcter 
than  myself,  believing  as  I  do,  that  there  is  no 
station  in  tne  social  body  requiring  for  the  dis- 
charge of  its  arduous  duties  more  exalted  quali- 
ties of  mind  and  heart ;  and,  next  to  the  miuHters 
of  our  holy  religion,  they  have  my  esteem  and 
veneratioih— sentiments  which  I  have  cherished 
during  an  intercourse  of  more  than  twenty  years, 
during  which,  my  professional  pursuits  have  pro- 
duced an  almost  daily  intercourse  with  gentlemen 
who  have  filled  the  ijeuch  with  honor  and  integ- 
rity. But,  entertaining  these  sentiments,  as  1  sin- 
cerely do,  I  cannot  forget  that  judges  are  at  best 
but  men,  partaking,  in  common  with  us  all,  the 
frailties,  passions,  and  imperfections,  incidmt  to 
our  nature.  That,  like  us,  thrv  are  what  namre, 
education,  haUt,  and  partieolar  modes  of  life, 
have  made  them.  I  must  be  permitted  to  ezpresa 
my  own  opinion  with  much  humility  indeed,  that 
the  judiciary  of  the  United  States  is  not  the  only 
depository  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  its  citizens ;  the 
only  expositors  in  the  last  resort  of  the  Coustito- 
tion and  laws  of  the  different  States  as  regards 
the  delicate  and  important  questions  which  nave 
occurred,  and  will  again  occur,  from  the  conflict- 
ing  claims  of  national  and  State  sovereignties. 
Much  as  these  conflicts  are  to  be  deprecated,  they 
must  occur,  and  whenever  they  do  occur,  believe 
me,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  speak  it  in  no  spirit  of  evil 
augury  or  melancholy  foreboding,  but  from  mr 
limited  observations  on  men  and  fvents  which 
bare  passed  before  me,  or  are  to  be  found  recorded 
on  the  page  of  history,  you  will  find  the  opinions 
of  your  judiciary  arrayed  on  the  side  of  that  power 
from  Which  they  have  derived  their  honors  and 
emolumenti^  and  so  of  our  State  judiciaries  too. 
It  is  human  nature,  which  in  spite  of  the  utmost 
efforts  of  the  virtuous  and  the  wise,  will  bead  the 
human  mind,  unconscious  of  the  bias,  to  the  do- 
minion of  her  imperious  svray. 

Bu^  admitting  the  Uutb  of  this  doctrine  of  the 
Constitutional  power,  as  well  as  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  judicial  power  to  check  the  usurpations  of 
the  Congr«8  of  the  United  States,  in  its  utmost 
latitude,  it  is  oitirely  inapplicable  to  the  present 
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«aie.  What  is  the  complaint  of  the  setitioDer 
before  you?  What  the  argument  of  the  atlro- 
cates  of  the  pnqposiiion  oa  your  table?  Is  it  that 
the  judicial  power  interposed  a  check  irai>ro^rlf ; 
that,  without  Constitutional  authoritf  it  mter- 
MMd  its  power  to  shield  the  citizen,  to  protect  the 
blmties  of  the  country  from  l^islative  usurpa- 
tion ?  No,  air ;  directly  the  retrerse.  As  far  as 
emnplaint  or  imputation  is  directed  towards  the 

i'ndges,  it  rests  upon  the  cha^e,  not  that  they  did, 
Qt  that  they  did  not,  interfere  to  arrest  the  career 
•of  le^islatire  usurpation  in  the  eoaction  of  un- 
constitutional laws.  It  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
the  finn,  virtuous,  and  upright  Judge,  strong  in  the 
inU^ity  of  his  heart  and  the  dignity  of  the  station 
assigned  him  by  his  country,  wqo,  when  the  terar- 
pest  of  frenzied  and  infuriated  party  spirit  rages 
round  oar  happy  laud,  like  the  tall  and  majestic 
oak,  rears  bis  oead  and  hears  the  storm  of  angry 
passions  beat  in  vain  against  its  side;  and  nottlw 
aupide,  obliged,  and  obliging  friend  of  a  party 
£nHD  whom  be  derives  his  UDdeaerved  honors,  tiu 
tlM  gentle  ozier  plant,  nods  and  beods  his  head  at 
every  gale  that  Mows,  that  this  salutary  judicial 
check  IS  to  be  ascribed. 

What,  then,  is  the  state  of  fact,  in  relation  to 
the  application  of  this  salutary  judicial  check,  in 
the  tnal  of  Matthew  Lyon?  Why  simply  this. 
That  one  of  the  five  judges  who  formed  the  bench 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out the  aid,  and  probably  without  a  previous  con- 
aoltatioo  with  bis  associate  judges^presided  at  this 
trial  in  the  circuit  of  Vermont.  That  an  indict- 
mcait  on  the  sedition  act  against  Matthew  Lyon, 
was  framed  bv  the  attorney  for  the  district;  on 
which  the  culprit  was  arraigned;  to  which  be 
pleaded  not  guilty ;  upon  which  a  jury,  impan- 
nelled  by  a  marshal  boldiog  his  office  at  the  ptea- 
anre  of  the  Presideot  of  tne  United  States,  re- 
turned thdr  verdict  of  "  gailty"  a^^inst  the  pris- 
oner; on  which  the  judge  presiding  pronounced 
his  sentence,  condemning  the  prisoner  to  an  im- 
raisonment  of  four  months ;  the  payment  of  a 
fine  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  to  be  imprismied 
until  the  fine  was  paid-  Now,  I  put  it  distinctly 
to  my  honoraUe  friend  from  Georgia,  from  this 
Iffief  narrative  of  the  trial,  to  inform  the  Senate 
in  what  part  of  the  transactions  attending  this 
trial  does  he  find  the  materials  of  which  to  erect 
the  defences  by  which  the  opponents  to  the  propo- 
sition on  your  table  are  to  shelter  and  protect 
themselves  from  the  investigation  in  which  we 
have  challenged  them  to  enter.  The  constitu- 
ti<mality  of  tne  sedition  law.  Are  tbey  to  be 
fonnd  in  any  check  interposed  by  the  judiciary,  to 
the  exeeutlcni  of  what  we  pronounce  an  uncon- 
atiiutional  act? 

Has  there  hem  any  decision  by  the  highest  ju- 
dicial power  of  the  United  States,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  nation  ?  Was  the  constitutionality 
of  the  law  in  question  raised,  discussed,  or  decided 
•oo,  by  the  judge  who  presided  at  the  trial  ?  Or 
was  It  even  a  subject  of  deliberation  in  the  judge's 
mind  7  To  all  these  interrc^atories,  as  far  as  we 
are  informed  by  evidence,  either  recorded  or  tra- 
dittonal,  we  must  answer  in  the  negative.  On 


what,  then,  I  ask  emphatically,  is  the  argummt 
predicated,  that  this  law,  having  received  the  judi- 
cial sanction,  that  Ccmgress  are  thereby  precluded 
from  a  solemn  decision  on  the  question -T 

If,  indeed,  Mr.  Chairman,  after  having  invested 
your  judges  with  their  enninet  (spotless,  if  you 
please,)  with  their  silk  or  satin  gowns,  yon  could 
place  tn  their  hands  the  magician's  wand,  with 
the  powers  of  necromantic  change,  then,  indeed, 
migl^t  its  potent  touch  convert  the  sedition  act, 
beiore  unconstitutional,  and  a  violation  of  the  sa- 
cred charter  of  our  rights,  into  a  Constitutional 
taw,  free  from  blemish  and  from  stain.  But,  until 
some  such  magic  power  is  conferred  on,  or  to  be 
assigned  to,  judges,  it  is,  I  must  confe^  beyond 
the  reach  ot  my  comprehension  to  perceive  how 
the  simple  facts  attending  the  indictment  and  trial 
of  Matthew  Lyon  can  confer  on  this  act  the  char- 
acter of  CoDstitutional,  which  it  never  bad  before. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  ralyecL  Mr. 
C^irman,  which  is,  if  possibly  more  conclusiTe 
than  that  which  baa  been  just  pointed  out  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  to  ^ow  the  entire 
inefficiency  of  the  stipposed  sanction  of  the  Fed- 
eral judiciary,  to  confer  on  this  act,  otherwise  un- 
constitutional, the  attributes  of  a  Constitutional 
law.  My  honorable  friends  from  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina,  as  members,  and  honoranie  and 
distinguished  members  of  a  profession,  whose  study 
as  weD  as  daily  occupation  are,  or  have  been,  tbe 
municipal  laws,  and  who  must  be  familiar  with 
the  principles  of  that  law  which  concern  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  courts  appointed  for  its  adminis- 
tration, must  concede  at  once  what  it  seems  imt- 
possible  to  deny,  that  if  the  sedition  law  had  never 
oeen  enacted,  that  the  Federal  courts  would  have 
had  no  power  or  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  to  have  received  an  indietmmt,  caused  an 
arraignment  of  tbe  prisoner,  a  trial  and  eouvictiim 
to  beoad,  followed  ny  a  soitenee  of  condemnation, 
all  under  the  sedition  act,  on  which  the  indict- 
ment is  framed.  If,  dien,  this  law  is  admitted  hf 
our  opponents  to  be  unconstitntional,  as,  by  re- 
treating from  the  discussion  of  that  question,  they 
are  boond  to  do,  what  is  the  conclusion  ?  Irre- 
sistible as  fate,  from  this  admission,  that  the  sedi- 
tion act  being  unconstitutional,  was,  for  that  cause, 
void  in  its  inception,  and  that,  being  a  perfect  nul- 
lity, it  could  confer  no  power  or  jurisdiction  on 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  case.  And  that  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  circuit  court  for  Vermont,  in  relation 
to  the  arraignment,  indictment,  trial,  and  condem- 
nation, of  the  prisoner,  were,  in  the  technical  lan- 
guage of  tbe  uw,  ofram  noajtulice,  and  therefore 
void,  and  that,  consequently,  uie  trial  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  though  accompanied  with  the  usual  cere- 
monies, ana  clodied  with  all  the  solemn  forms  oi 
law,  was,  in  truth,  but  a  solemn  farce,  not  onlf 
without  the  solemn  sanctions  of  the  law,  but  in 

Stsitive  violation  of  the  inhibitions  of  the  Magna 
harta  of  our  liberties— the  Constitntion  of  the 
United  States. 

But  it  is  contended  by  our  opponents  on  this 
occasion,  that  the  act  in  question  having  long  since 
expired  by  its  own  limiUtion,that  Congress  is  not 
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■nthorized  bytheCoDstitation  of  the  United  States 
to  restore  to  those  from  whom  were  exacted  fines, 
exacted  under  Jodieial  deciufms  of  the  eoorts  of 
die  United  States  while  the  act  ranained  in  force. 

This  argument  seems  to  be  susceptible  of  an 
easy  and  condtisiTe  answer.  If  Conffr^  possess 
the  nowa  1o  rc^l  an  uncoDStitutionalact  of  iheir 
predecessors,  on  the  gronnd  mereljr  that  it  is  un- 
warranted by  the  CoDstitutioQ]  which  is  virtually 
ft  declaration  (bat  such  act  was  never  Constito- 
tionally  the  law  of  the  land,  on  what  principle 
sball  we  deny  to  them  the  power  of  declaring  null 
and  Toid  the  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  the  only  warrant  and  commis- 
sion for  which  proceedings  is  this  onconstitntional 
law  t  If  the  Bedition  act  had  not  expired,  Con- 
gress would  be  competent  to  its  repeal,  wnieh  would 
be  but  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  its  original 
nullity,  on  account  of  the  Constitutional  inhibition 
of  its  enacdoQ.  By  fbree  of  what  aivument,  or  on 
what  principle  can  we  refase  to  Congress  the 
power  to  declare  the  or^nal  nollity  of  that  which 
Is  extinct  by  lapse  of  time,  and  of  restoring  to  in- 
iored  IttdiTiduals  money  or  rights  of  which  they 
nave  been  ille^lly  deprived  by  the  mistaken  ap- 
^ieation  and  opmttion  of  the  act  7 

Happily  for  this  conntry,  neither  the  tyranny  of 
power,  or  the  corrmrtion  of  the  Le^slature,  or  the 
intemperance  and  fury  of  fKirty  spirit,  have,  during 
the  short  period  of  the  existence  of  our  liberties, 
yet  furnished  examples  for  the  illustration  of  this 
argument.  The  Sedition  act,  the  subject  of  this 
dmate,  is  the  first  of  the  bitter  fruits  of  the  exas- 
perated fury  of  party  spirit,  with  the  taste  of  which 
Its  authors  themselves  were  soon  sated,  and  from 
which  the  people  turned  at  once  with  loathing  and 
disgust.  It  is  to  repair  riie  ravages  of  this  short 
and  transient  evil  that  Congress  are  now  called  on 
for  some  small  remoneratiou  to  tile  victims  of  in- 
jOBtice  and  oppression  which  it  produced,  i&it  let 
US  only  take  a  glance  at  England,  the  history  of 
which  is  so  replete  with  examples  full  of  illustra- 
tion of  the  a^mcnts  and  principles  on  which  the 
readations  on  your  table  are  predicated.  Look  at 
the  numerous  eases  of  reveres  of  attainders ;  of 
restoration  of  forfeited  estates ;  the  remissions  of 
fines  and  penalties,  inflicted  as  well  by  acts  of  Par- 
liament as  by  the  iniquitous  and  oppressive  con- 
victions  and  condemnations  by  her  servile  and 
time-serving  courts  of  justice;  reversed,  remitted, 
and  restored,  by  subsequent  acts  of  Parliament, 
with  which  the  records  of  her  legislative  journals, 
as  well  as  the  history  of  the  times,  is  full ;  and  tell 
me,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  the  legitimacy  of  this 
exercise  of  power  has  been  ever  questioned  1  Or 
whether,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  not  received  the 
vniTersal  sanction  of  the  virtntms  and  the  wise? 
And  if  a  British  Parliament  can  rescind  the  at- 
tainders, release  the  forfeitures^  and  remit  the  pen- 
alties, inflicted  by  the  usurpations  of  their  prede- 
cessors, by  what  argument,  or  on  what  principle, 
is  the  exercise  of  a  similar  power  denied  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  ?  If  the  pretended 
omnipotence  of  the  Parliament  should  be  urged  to 
justify  these  acts,  may  it  not  be  replied,  that  the 
omnipotence  of  me  Parliament  who  first  enacted 


precluded  the  exercise  of  a  repealing  and  restorii^ 
power—the  act  of  I^u-liamenk  or  sentence  of  the 
court  of  justice  having  had  their  intended  t^na- 
tion,  by  vesting  the  foneited  estates  or  moncya  <n 
the  Crown?  And  does  not  the  argument  a^iiy 
with  accumulated  force  when  applied  to  the  acts 
of  a  Legislature,  like  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  strictly  limited  in  its  powers,  whose  enac- 
tions, of  wbatevCT  character,  when  transcending 
those  limits,  are  admitted  to  be  void? 

In  the  arguments  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
present  to  the  Senate,  in  the  discussion  of  the 
question  under  deliberation,  E  have  not  thought  it 
necessary,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  dwelt  on  the  personal 
merits  of  the  petitioner  now  before  yon,  or  to  in- 
quire with  minuteness  into  the  correctness  of  tiie 
representations  made  by  him  of  the  circumstances 
of^harshness,  cruelty,  partiality,  or  injustieej  which 
may  have  attended  his  trial  and  conviction ;  or 
the  circnmstanoes  of  aggnvation  with  which  it  is 
allied  the  sentence  of  the  court  vta  eanisd  inte 
execution.  If  half  the  ei^comstances  detailed  by 
the  glowing  eloquence  of  the  honoraUe  cbainnan 
of  the  committee  by  whom  the  resolutions  are  re- 
ported are  true,  and  they  have  not  been  seriously 
controverted,  although  not  susceptible  of  legu 
proof  after  sneh  a  lapse  of  time,  it  only  adds  ano- 
ther dark  shade  to  the  picture  of  usurpation  and 
oppression  which  is  exhibited  in  the  history  of  (his 
unhappy  act,  from  the  moment  of  its  inceptiou'to 
that  of  its  final  termination;  and  although,  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  will  sot 
sav  that  Matthew  Lyon  has  been  sacrificed,  or 
fallen  a  martyr,  a  name  reserved  for  those  who 
have  been  sacrificed  in  a  still  more  glorious  cause, 
yet,  withoot  being  the  eulogist  of  Matthew  Lyon, 
or  endeavoring  to  press  his  personal  merits,  or  even 
his  sufieriugs,  into  this  discussion,  the  decision  of 
which  depends  on  different  and  higher  ecHuidem- 
tions  than  even  these,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  the  whole  character  of  these  proceedings  is  m 
perfect  unison  frith  the  spirit  and  natuie  of  the 
law  under  color  of  which  tnejr  were  instituted,  and 
with  the  temper  in  which  it  was  enacted;  and 
that  the  entire  history  of  the  law,  and  its  inflic- 
tions, furnish  tbe  citizens  of  this  free  and  happy 
conntry  with  an  example  replete  with  instruction, 
a  full  review  of  which,  at  this  period  of  calm  and 
quiet,  when  no  angry  passions  are  excited  to  dis- 
turb or  obscure  the  mind  in  forming  a  cool  and 
unimpassioned  judgment  on  the  snbiect,  is  not 
only  demanded  of  us  by  tbe  petitioner,  out  may  be 
of  lasting  benefit  to  the  whole  community. 

The  only  objection,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  has 
been  urged  by  tbe  opposers  of  these  resolutions 
which  remains  to  be  answered,  is,  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient,  were  it  admitted  that  Congress 
possessed  the  power  to  extend  the  rdief  prayra  for 
to  tbe  petitioner.  This  objection  being  one  wliioh 
results  from,  and  is  to  be  governed  more  by,  senti- 
ments and  feelings,  than  by  strict  logical  argu- 
ment, it  afibrds  room  for  more  diversity  of  opinion 
and  action  than  those  which  have  been  hitherto 
noticed.  And,  in  accordance  with  my  own  views 
and  sentiments  on  this  branch  of  the  argument,  I 
shall  conioit  myself  with  the  free  ei|»resu(»i  of 
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my  own  opinion  and  role  of  action,  in  deciding  on 
the  appeals  of  indiriduals  of  this  nation  to  the 
Congnss  of  the  Unitai  States  for  the  redress  of 
iojnscice  and  oppression ;  that  to  do  JiuHee  is  al- 
vajrs  axpddienf,  and  that  no  apprehensions  of  incon- 
Tenience,  or  speculations  of  future  dangers,  or  er  U 
consequences,  to  result  from  the  application  of  this 
princii)le,  ought  to  withhold  its  amilication.  But 
there  is  another  consideration,  Mr.  Chairman, 
which  ooght  to  apply  itself  with  more  force  to  the 
reflections  of  Congress  than  the  redress  of  the  in- 
diTidoal  wrongs  of  Matthew  Lyon,  inducing  the 
adoption  of  the  resolutions  on  your  tahle.  This 
consideration  flows  from  the  very  circumstances 
of  the  expiration  of  the  Sedition  act  force  of  its 
own  limitation,  without  the  inteiposititm  of  the 
aetire  oiogies,  or  even  the  expression  cf  an  opin- 
ion, of  any  sDueqaait  Congress,  of  its  constito- 
tioDalitr  or  character,  or  the  tendency  of  its  pro- 
Tisions.  I  would  therefore  a|qieal  to  the  Republi- 
cans of  the  present  Congress,  whether  they  do  not 
owe  it  to  thenuetres,  to  the  party  to  which  they 


belong,  and  to  the  principles  which  they  profess, 
to  place  on  their  journals  some  recorded  evidence 
of  meir  opinion  and  sentiments  in  relation  to  the 
enactment  and  operations  of  this  obnoxious  mea- 
sure as  a  monument,  or  seal  of  reprobation,  to  sp^ 
to  all  future  times  and  future  generations  an  inter- 
pretation of  the  Constitution,  and  of  our  opinions 
of  this  act,  as  a  practical  commentary  onvraat  we 
deem  the  liberty  of  the  press.  Do  we  not  owe,  sir, 
to  the  distinguished  and  patriotic  Legislatures  of 
the  States,  who  interposed  with  the  energies  of 
freemen  and  with  the  light  of  truth  to  put  down 
this  formidable  foe  to  freedom,  and  who  mterposed 
with  such  efficacy  and  success,  an  expression  of 
the  deliberate  opinions  of  a  Republican  Congress 
of  this  measure,  its  spirit  and  tendency  ?  To  me, 
the  adoption  m  these  resolution^  in  this  view, 
seems  bnt  the  payment  of  a  debt  of  justice  and 
gratitude  iriiich  we  owe. 

With  a  tender  of  my  thanks  to  this  Junorable 
bodv  for  the  attention  with  which  they  hare  hon- 
ored m^  I  resume  my  seat. 
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AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  OONORESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  UIl'V  OF 
WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  13,  1820. 


Monday,  November  13,  1820. 

This  beiog  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  meet- 
iog  of  Congress,  Thomas  Dougherty,  the  Clerk, 
and  the  following  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseutatires,  appeared  and  took  their  seats,  viz : 

From  Neuj  HiMptkire — JoMph  Baffom,  jr.»  Jotiih 
Batlcr,  Clifton  Clagatt,  Willitin  Ftamer,  jr.,  and  Na- 
thaniel Upham. 

Fnm  MaufuhtuctU  Beaiainin  Adatoi,  Ssmtial 
G  ADan,  Joshna  Cnihman,  Timothj  FoUer,  Mark  L. 
HiU,  Jonaa  Kendall,  Enoch  Lincoln,  M arena  Morton, 
Jeremiah  Neboo,  Jamei  Parker,  and  Henry  Shafr. 

From  Rhode  bland — Stiauel  Eddy,  and  Nathaniel 
Haxard. 

From  Connecticut — Henry  W.  Edwards,  Semuel 
A.  Foot,  Jooalhan  O.  Moeeley,  Elisha  Phelpe,  John 
Boss,  James  Stevens,  and  Gideon  Tomlinsoa. 

From  Vermont — Samnel  C.  Crafts,  Rollia  C.  Mal- 
larf,  Ezra  Meech,  Mark  Riehardt,  and  William 
Stnog. 

From  New  York — Nathaniel  Allen,  Caleb  Baker, 
Walter  Caae,  Robert  Clark,  Jacob  H.  De  Witt,  John 
D.  Didiinun,  John  Fay,  William  D.  Ford,  Exra  C. 
OroM,  Aaron  Hackley,  jr.,  George  Hall,  Henry  Meigs, 
Bobert  Monell,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Jonathan  Rich- 
Bond,  Heary  R.  Slona,  RandaU  S.  Street,  James 
Stnag,  John  W.  Taylor,  Caleb  Tompkins,  Albert  H. 
Tracy,  Solomon  Van  Banafelaar,  Peter  H.  Wendover, 
and  Silas  Wood. 

From  New  Jeraev-~-''B\Aa%\m  Bateman,  Joseph 
Bloomfield,  Charles  Kinsey,  John  Linn,  and  Bernard 
Smith. 

From  Penneylvania — Heonr  Baldwin,  William 
DarliogtOD,  Samnel  Edwards,  Thomas  Forrest,  Sam- 
nel Gross,  Josedi  Hemphill,  Jacob  Hibshraaa,  Jacob 
Hoetetter,  WiUiam  P.  Maclay,  David  Marchand,  Rob- 
ert Moore,  Samnel  Moore,  John  Hnrray,  Thomas  Pat- 
terani,  Robert  Philson,  Thomas  J.  Rogers,  John  Ser- 
geant, and  James  M.  Wallace. 
Fnm  Delamare — Loob  McLane. 
From  Mary  land — Stephenson  Archer,  Joseph  Kent, 
Peter  Little,  Samnel  Ringgold,  Samnel  Smith,  and 
Henry  R.  Warfield. 

From  Virginia — Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Ar- 
cher, William  A.  Borwell,  Robert  S.  Gamett,  James 
Jon^  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newlon,  John  Randolph,  Ballanl  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Thomas  V.  Sweariagan,  George  Tockar,  and 
Jared  WOUams. 


From  North  Coro/ifiw— John  Cnlpeper,  Wetdon 
N.  Edwards,  Thomas  R.  Hall,  Charles  Hook^  Lsm- 
oel  Sawyer.  Jesse  Slocumb,  James  S.  Smith,  Felix 
Walker,  and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  South  Carolina — Joseph  Brevard,  William 
Lowndes,  John  MeCreary,  Jamea  Ovcratreet,  and 
Starling  Tucker. 

From  Geeofgia—iotsX  Abbot,  and  Thomas  W.  Cobb. 

From  Keuhtekj/ — Richard  C.  Anderson,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Brown,  Alney  MoLaaa,  Thomas  Melcal^  Genga 
Robertson,  and  David  Trimble. 

From  Tennaau — Newton  Cannon,  Francis  Jonea, 
and  John  Rhea. 

From  OAto— PhtlemoD  Beccher,  Henry  Brush,  John 
W.  Campbell,  and  John  Sloan. 

From  Louitiana — Thomas  Butler. 

From  Indiana — William  Hendricks. 

From  Illinois — Daniel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — John  Crowell.  t 

The  following  new  members  also  appeared,  to 
wit : 

From  Massachusetts,  William  Edstis,  in  the 
room  of  Edward  Dowse,  resigned : 

FromPennsylvania/rBOHAB  G.  McCullodob, 
ia  the  room  oi  David  FuUerton,  resigned : 

From  Virgiuia,  John  C.  Gbat,  in  the  room  of 
James  Johnson,  resigned  ;  Edward  B.  Jacksoh, 
in  the  room  of  James  Pindall,  resigned ;  ana 
Thomas  L.  Moohe,  in  the  room  of  George  F. 
Strother,  resigned : 

From  Kentucky.  TaoHAB  Mdntoomert,  in  the 
room  of  Tunstall  Uuarles,  resigned  :  and  Francis 
JoHNSon,  in  the  room  of  David  Walker,  de- 
ceased: 

Who  severally  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats. 

John  Scott,  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  and  James  Woodson  Bates,  the  Dele- 
gate from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  also  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seats. 

The  Cterk  having  announced  that  a  quorum  of 
the  House  was  present,  said  thai  he  bad  received 
a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Hbhst  Clat,  late  Speaker 
of  this  House,  which,  with  the  leave  of  the  Hoose, 
he  read  as  follows: 

LxxiHSTov,  Kr.,  Oaober  28,  18S0. 
Sia :  I  will  thank  you  to  comnuoicate  to  the  House 
<^  Repreaentalivea,  ^a^  owing  to  impniotts  cinau- 
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H.  ow  r; 


•taoeei.  I  chall  not  be  tble  to  attend  apon  it  until 
•fi«r  the  Cbrutmas  bolidayi,  tod  to  mpeetfally  uk 
it  to  tUow  me  to  reiign  the  office  of  itfl  Speaker,  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  hold,  and  to  consider  this  the 
act  of  my  reaigaation.  I  beg  the  Home  alto  to  per- 
mit me  to  reiterate  tbe  aipreuioa  of  my  aincere  ac- 
knowledgmentfl  and  unaSected  gratitude  for  tbe  dia- 
tingniahed  eonaideration  which  it  hai  naifbrmly  man' 
UbMed  fin-  ma. 

I  have  the  himor  to  be,  with  great  eateem,  year 
fiuthftil  and  obedient  aervant, 

H.  CLAT. 

TaoxAS  UooeaxBTT,  Eaq., 

Ckrk  of  the  Home  ef  RepreeaUaiivee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newtoh,  the  letter  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  inserted  in  the 
Journal  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  N.,  the  House  then  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  a  Speaker. 

The  Clerk  declared  that,  as  this  was  an  election 
to  be  made  from  amongst  members  of  the  House, 
no  previous  nomination  was  necessary.  No  nom- 
ination,  therefore,  was  made. 

Messrs.  Nbwtoh  and  Mobblet  being  appointed 
a  committee  to  count  the  ballots,  reported  that  the 
TOtes  were — For  Jobn  W.  Taylor  40;  for  William 
Lowndes  34;  for  Samuel  Smith  27;  for  John 
Sergeant  18 ;  for  Hugh  Nelson  10 ;  scattering  3. 

Sixty-aerea  votes  Being  necessary  to  a  choice, 
and  no  member  having  tbe  requisite  majority,  a 
second  ballot  took  pl£ee ;  whoa  the  rotes  were 
thus  repented:  For  Mr.  Taylor  49;  for  Mr. 
Lowndes  44;  for  Mr.  Smith  25;  for  Mr.  Sergeant 
13;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  being  yet  made,  the  House  proceeded 
to  a  further  ballot,  when  the  votes  given  in  were 
as  follow:  For  Mr.  Lowndes  56:  for  Mr.  Taylor 
50;  for  Mr.  Smith  16;  for  Mr.  Seiigeant  11; 
scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  been  yet  made,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  &  fourth  time,  when  the  follow- 
ing result  was  reported :  For  Mr.  Lowndes  61 ; 
for  Mr.  Taylor  60;  for  Mr.  Smith  11;  scatter- 
ioff  3. 

No  one  having  yet  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  a 
fifth  ballot  took  place,  which  rasalted  aa  foUows : 
For  Mr.  Taylor  65 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndea  63;  for  Mr. 
Smith  8 ;  scattering  2. 

A  motion  was  Uen  made  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn ;  and  the  question  thereon  being  put 
by  the  Clerk,  it  was  decided  in  the  n^ative. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  a  sixth 
time ;  and  the  votes,  being  counted,  stood  thus : 
For  Mr.  Taylor  67 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  61 ;  for  Mr. 
Smith  7 ;  scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  another 
motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  the  vote 
thereon  was— for  adjourning  65,  against  it  68. 

So  tbe  House  refused  to  adjourn,  and  another 
ballot  was  held,  which  resulted  as  follows :  For 
Mr.  Taylor  62;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  57;  for  Mr. 
Smith  15;  scatteriog  1, 

No  choice  having  yet  been  made,  a  motion  was 
made  to  adjourn,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative- 
ares  71.  And  the  C\eAi  adjourned  the  House  to 
IS  o*doek  to-momnr. 


NovHUE,  1820. 


Tuesday  November  14. 
Sereral  other  members  appeared  and  took  their 
seats,  to  wit : 

From  New  Hampshire,  AaTHim  LiTEBHoaB ; 
from  Massachnsects,  Mabtin  Kihslet;  from  New 
Jersey,  Hemby  Soitthard;  from  Pennsylvania, 
Christian  Tarr  ;  from  Maryland,  Rapbabl 
Neale  ;  from  Virginia,  William  Lee  Ball, 
Pbilip  p.  Bajibocr,  and  William  McCqt  ;  from 
South  Carolina,  Eliab  Earle  ;  from  Tennessee, 
Jobn  Cocke  ;  and  from  Ohio,  Thomas  R.  Robs. 

The  House  then  proceeded  forthwith  to  ballot 
again  for  a  Speaker  of  the  House,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Clat,  resigned.  The  votes  having  been 
counted,  Mr.  Newton  reported,  that  the  whole 
number  of  votes  was  149 :  of  which  75  were  ne- 
cessary to  a  choice ;  that  tne  votes  were :  For  Mr. 
Taylor  64 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  54 ;  for  Mr.  Smith 
33 ;  scattering  1. 

No  one  having  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  the 
House  proceeded  to  ballot  the  ninth  time ;  when 
it  appeared  that  the  votes  were :  For  Mr.  Taylor 
66^  forMr.]:^wndes47;  for  Mr.  Smith  33 ;  scat- 
termg  1. 

No  election  hariiu  yet  lokea  jdace,  the  House 
proceeded  to  bsllot  lor  the  tenth  time ;  and  the 
result  was  declared  as  follows :  For  Mr.  Taylor 
64;  for  Mr.  Smith  50;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  25; 
scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  Ae  House 
proceeded  (o  ballot  for  the  dereuth  time ;  when 
the  following  result  was  pronounced;  For  Mr. 
Taylor  61;  IoxULt.  Smith  50;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
31 :  for  Mr.  Sergeant  5 ;  scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  takoi  place,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  twelnn  time ;  and  the 
result  was  as  follows :  For  Mr.  Smith  53 ;  fw 
Mr.  Taylor  47 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  23 ;  for  Mr. 
S^eant  19;  for  Mr.  Tomlinson  3;  scattering  3. 

The  thirteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows:  For 
Mr.  Smith  48 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  33 ;  for  Mr.  Ser- 
geant 32 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  30 ;  scattering  3. 

The  fourteenth  ballot  lesolted  as  foUows :  Fn 
Mr.  Smith  42 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  37 ;  fbrMr.  8a»^ 
geantaS:  for  Mr.  Taylor  27;  seatteii^S. 

The  fifteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows :  For 
Mr.  Lowndes  55 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  32 ;  for  Mr. 
Smith  27 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  26 ;  scattering  6. 

No  one  vet  having  a  majority  of  the  rotes,  a 
further  ballot  was  declared  necessary ;  when  (it 
being  half-past  3  o'clock,) 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  negatived. 

The  sixteenth  ballot  then  took  place,  and  was 
as  foUows :  For  Mr.  Lowndes  68 ;  for  Mr.  Tay- 
lor 30  ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  24 :  for  Mr.  Smith  23. 

This  ballot  having  been  also  inefiectual ;  ano- 
ther motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  without 
success. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  seventeenth 
ballot,  which  resulted  as  follows — 73  necessary  to 
a  choice :  For  Mr.  Lowndes  72 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor 
44;  for  Mr.  Smith  17;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  11. 

No  election  being  made,  the  House  went  into 
the  eighteenth  ballo^  when  the  following  result 
was  annonntKd— 73  necessary  to  a  choice :  For 
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Mr.  Lowndes  66 ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  55 ;  foe  Mr. 
Smith  21 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  2. 

No  one  bavins  yet  a  majority  of  the  votes,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  niaeteenlh  ballot,  waieb 
resulted  as  follows— 73  necessary  to  a  ohoioe :  For 
Mr.  Taylor  66;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  65;  for  Mr. 
Smith  14. 

This  ballot  being  also  ineffectual ;  a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  which  moticm  pKTaikd, 
ayei  76— and,  about  fire  o'clock,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wevmetoat,  NoTember  15. 

Seraal  other  members  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats,  to  wit: 
From  Vermont,  Charles  Rich;  from  Penn- 

?Ifania,  Gcoroe  Dennison  :  frcun  Maryland, 
ROIU8  BaylT}  from  North  Carolina,  Charles 
FiSHfiB  \  and  from  South  Carolina,  Eldred  Sim- 

KlltS. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

The  House,  having  been  called  to  order  at 
twelve  o'clock,  proceraed  to  ballot,  the  twentieth 
time,  for  a  Speaker,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Clay,  re- 
signed. 

The  votes  having  been  counted,  it  appeared  that 
the  number  of  votes  given  in  was  141 — necessary 
to  a  choice  71.  Of  which  there  were:  For  Mr. 
Taylor  67 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  65 ;  for  Mr.  Smith 
6}  scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  been  made,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  the  twen^-^t  time;  when  the 
lesult  was  declared  as  foUowi:  Whtde  number  of 
votes  147 — necessary  to  a  choice  74;  of  which 
there  were :  For  Mr.  Taylor  73 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
42 ;  for  Mr.  Smith  32. 

No  choice  haviag  yet  been  made,  the  House 
was  about  to  ballot  again;  when 

Mr.  Little  rose,  and,  remarking  oo  the  extra- 
ordinary aspect  of  the  present  proceeding^  of  the 
House;  the  necessity  for  choosing  a  Speucer;  tbe 
uncertainty,  under  present  appearances,  when  a 
choice  would  be  made ;  the  weariness  of  tbe  House 
at  these  repeated  ballotiius,  &c. — moved,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  a  resolution,  that  tbe  lowest  cm 
each  ballot  should  be  dropped  at  the  succeeding 
ballot,  and  that  any  votes  given  for  such  lowest 
person  should  not  be  taken  into  account. 

The  Clbhk  of  the  House,  after  reading  the  re- 
solve, expressed  doubts  of  the  power  of  the  House 
to  pass  such  a  resolntton,  consistently  ^th  the 
rules  established  for  its  government. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  It  a  point  of  order  whether 
the  Clerk  had  aaj  right  to  exfMress  to  the  House 
his  opinion  of  their  powers,  or  to  decide  for  them 
what  wasj  or  was  not,  in  order. 

The  Clebk  declared,  that,  under  the  roles  of  the 
House,  which  prescribe  the  mode  of  election  by 
ballo^  he  could  not  receive  this  motion. 

Some  brit{  debate  took  place  on  the  point  of 
order,  Mr.  Randolph  protesting  against  what  he 
proDouoced  an  assumption  of  power  on  the  part 
of  the  Clerk,  and  asserting  the  right  of  any  mem- . 
ber  to  propound  any  question  to  the  House  woogh 


the  Clerk,  the  Speaker's  Chair  being  vacant,  or 
from  himself,  if  he  thought  proper. 

Other  genUemeo,  Mr.  Stohrb,  Mr.  Little,  Mr. 
Sebosant,  Mr.  Meroee,  and  Mr.  Livbrmob^ 
expressed  their  opinions,  and  the  following  rule  of 
the  House  was  read : 

"  In  all  other  cases  of  bsllot  than  for  committees,  a 
mqori^  of  the  votes  given  aball  be  necessary  to  an 
election  t  snd,  when  there  shall  not  be  sach  a  at^atitj 
on  the  first  ballot,  the  baUot  shall  be  repaaled  nnttl  a 
nugority  be  obtained." 

Mr.  Little,  asseriing  bis  right  to  make  the  mo- 
tion, ye^  not  desiring  to  prolong  discussion  in  re- 
gard to  It,  waived  the  moving  of  it  himself. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  the  twenty- 
second  time.  The  whole  number  of  votes  was 
148 — 75  necessary  to  a  choice.  The  votes  were — 
For  Mr.  Taylor  76 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  44 ;  for  Mr. 
Smith  27;  scattering  I. 

So  John  W.  Tavlor,  Esq.,  a  Representative 
from  the  State  of  New  Yor^  was  elected  Speaker ; 
utd,  having  been  conducted  to  the  Chair  by  BSr. 
Newton  and  Mr.  Mobblet,  addressed  the  House 
as  follovrs: 

Gentlemen  .*  I  approach  the  station  to  which  your 
&vor  invites  me,  greatly  distrttsling  my  ability  to 
fulfil  yoQT  just  eipectatioDS.  Although  the  duties  of 
the  Ohair  have  become  len  ardaooa  by  improvements 
in  its  praetioe  during  the  administration  of  my  distia- 
goiihed  predecessor,  I  ihoold  not  venture  to  assume 
their  mpoBubilUiea  without  a  firm  reliance  on  your 
indulgent  support.  In  all  deKberatiTe  aasemUiea,  the 
preservation  of  order  most  depend  in  a  greater  degree 
upon  the  membera  at  large  than  upon  any  eCEbrU  of 
a  prcsidiog  officer.  Tbe  ibrbeanuK*  and  decorum 
whidi  ebaneteriaed  this  Hons*  in  ^  fcrmeT  sasdon, 
at  a  period  of  peculiar  ezcitemant,  affiird  of  their  con- 
tinued exerdbe  a  happy  antioqiation.  F«t  tbe  confi- 
dence with  which  you  have  honored  rae,  be  pleased 
to  accept  my  profonnd  acknowledgments.  In  my  best 
endeavors  to  merit  yoar  approbation,  whicb  aball  not 
be  intermitted,  I  can  promise  nothing  more  than  dili- 
gence, and  a  constant  aim  at  impartiality.  I  can  hope 
for  nothing  greater  than  that  these  eadeavera  may  net 
prove  altogether  unavailing. 

The  new  members  having  been  sworn  in — 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  a  quorum  thweof  was 
formed,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Vii^inia,  a  simi- 
lar message  was  returned  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NELaoN,also,a  committee  was 
appointed,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  should 
be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales,  and  iufwrn  him  of  die 
organization  of  the  two  Houses,  and  of  their  readi- 
ness to  receive  any  eommnnication  he  may  have 
to  make  to  tbem. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Senate  for  aj^inting  a 
Joint  Committee  of  Enrolled  Bills,  and  for  the  aiH 
pointment  of  a  Chaplain  for  each  House,  were 
agreed  to;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocdhb,  to- 
morrow at  twelve  o'clock  was  assianed  as  the  hooi 
for  proceeding  to  appoint  a  Chaplain  aa  the  put 
of  this  House. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  jvoceeded 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Standing  Committees, 
pursoant  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House: 
vhraeapon  the  Spbakbb  appointed  the  following 
committees,  viz ; 

OmmiittM  1/  EUetiim»~Mt.  TrimUe,  lAr.  Tan, 
Mr.  Tudcer  of  South  Caraliiia,  Mr.  Sloan,  Mr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Hooks,  and  Mr.  Mooie  of  Virginia. 

Qmmittu  of  Trayt  emd  MBoms — Mr.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Bar- 
well,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Tracy,  Mr.  Ross,  and  Mr. 
Jones  of  Tennessee. 

Committw  of  Clam» — Mr.  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Samuel 
Moore,Mr.Hackley,Mr.  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
and  Mr.  Metcalfe. 

Cmmittw  of  Commerce — Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Tom- 
lioson,  Mr.  Mallary,  Mr.  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Wendover,  and  Mr.  Abbot. 

Committee  of  the  Public  Lands — Mr.  Anderson, 
Mr.  HeQdrick&  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Ballard  Smith, 
Mr.  SteTenx,  Mr.  Monell,  and  Mr.  Brush. 

Commiitee  on  the  Poet  Opz  and  Po9t  Road»—M.T. 
Livermor^Mr.  Culpeper,  Mr.  Riiss,Mr.  Tomp- 
kins, Mr.  Kinsley,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Gray. 

Commiitee  for  me  DiOrid  of  Columbia — ^Mr.  Kent, 
Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Neale,  Mr.  Swearingen,  Mr. 
Smith  of  N.  J.,  Mr.  Meigs,  and  Mr.  McCiulough. 

Comviittee  on  the  JtuUciarrj/ — Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr. 
Beecher,  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Brerard,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
Mr.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Plumer. 

Qmmittee  on  Peimow  o/nd  Rnohttionarp  Cladms — 
Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  McClay,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Alien  of 
Mass.,  Mr.  Linn,  Mr.  Street,  and  Mr.  Jones  of  Va. 

Committee  on  PiAUc  EaytenditureB — ^Mr.  Simkins, 
Mr.  Slocumh,  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Ford,  and  Mr.  Mon^ommr. 

Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims — ^Mr  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  Butler  of  Louistaoa,  Mr.  Robert  Moore, 
Mr.  Eddy,  Mr.  Pitcher,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr. 
CrDwell. 

Committee  m  JUomj/iutuntf— Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr. 
Allen  of  New  York,  Mr.  Littl^  Mr.  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Parker  of  Massachtisetts,  Mr.  Ein- 
sejr,  and  Mr.  Fisher. 

Committee  on  AgricaUure — Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  Cla- 
ttt,  Mr.  Meeefa,  Mr.  Richmond,  Mr.  Ringgold, 
r.  Qarnett,  and  Mr.  Earle. 
Committee  of  Bevital  crnd  Ui^i^ed  Siwfne>»— 
Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
Mr.  Ball. 

Commttee  of  Aceotmt$~-MT.  Smith  of  North  Car- 
olina, Mr.  Bateman,  and  Mr.  Upham. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  reported,  that  they  had 
performed  that  serrice,  and  received  for  answer 
that  a  messi^  would  be  transmitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent immediately. 

Accfndinglr}  alMxit  three  o'clock,  the  Message 
WBB  recnred  and  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  fire  thousand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House. 
(See  Senate  Proceedings,  ante  page  11,  for  this 
BSeasBge.] 


TatiRBOAT,  November  16, 

Several  other  members  appeared  and  took  their 
seats,  to  wit : 

From  Massachusetts,  Walter  Foloer,  Jr.: 
from  North  Carolina,  Hutcbihb  G.  Burton  ;  and 
from  Georgia,  Joel  Crawford  and  Robert 
Raymond  Reid. 

Mr.  Scott  laid  before  the  House  a  manuscript 
attested  copy  of  the  constitution  formed  on  the 
19th  day  oi  Jtdy,  1830,  by  the  convention  assem- 
bled at  St.  Louts,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  for 
the  government  of  the  coatonidated  Slate  of  that 
name;  which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
and  Mr.LowNDE8,Mr.  Sgrqeant,  and  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.B  LooHnsLD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Reaohed,  Thtt  in  all  easu  where  pe&ioas  were 
preMoted  at  the  last  sesaion  of  this  Houaa,  aad  refer- 
red to  committees,  but  not  finally  acted  upon,  both  by 
the  committees  and  the  Hoaae,  the  said  petitions  abaU 
be  oonaideivd  as  again  {vewnted  aad  referred  to  the 
same  committees,  respectively,  without  special  order  to 
that  effect.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
mittees respectivdy,  upon  application  in  behalf  of  any 
petitioner  whose  petition  was  preaentad  aod  referred 
aa  afbreaaid,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  in  the 
same  manner  aa  if  it  were  referred  to  audi  committee 
by  special  order  of  the  Henae. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 

on  the  table. 

PBESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  whom 
had  been  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitted  yesterday,  Mr.  Nel- 
son, of  Virginia,  being  called  to  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  reported 
to  the  House,  and  concurred  in,  viz: 

I.  Reaolved,  That  so  much  of  tbe«Measage  of  the 
President  aa  relates  to  the  aubject  of  the  late  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain ;  to  the  condition 
of  the  independent  governments  of  South  Amerin, 
and  all  other  subjects  of  foreign  affairs,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee, 

3.  That  so  much  of  Uie  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted Sutea  and  British  colonial  porta,  and  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  and  all  other  aabjecta  in 
relation  to  eommercs,  bo  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
CommerM. 

8.  That  ao  mndi  of  dw  Preaident'a  message  as 
lates  to  fortifications  and  other  military  su^ectSt  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  oavy,  and  the  increase  thereof,  and  to  the 
protection  of  our  commerce,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

6.  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  Uie  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  be  retered 
to  a  select  committee. 

6.  That  so  much  of  the  Presidentis  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  subject  of  revsnns,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Vftjt  snd  Moans. 

7.  That  so  mneh  of  Uw  President's  nemge  as  re- 
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latM  to  the  ule*  of  the  pablie  Und«,  and  to  granting 
relief  to  the  purcbaaera  thereof,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lande. 

8.  That  so  much  of  the  Preudeot'e  meeeage  aa  re* 
latea  to  the  ei*iliaation  af  and  trade  with  the  Indian 
tribea,  be  referred  to  a  leleet  committee. 

9.  Tlkat  Uio  eaid  Beveral  aelect  committeee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Mr.  hovmdesj  Mr.  Raodolpb,  Mr.  Mosdey,  Mr. 
Nelson^  of  Vir^ioia,  Mr.  DicKiiisoo,Mr.  Reid^and 
BIt.  Areher,  ot  Maryland,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee punaant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Cushman,  Mr.  Burton,  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Moore,  and  Mr.  Russ,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  third  resoluuon. 

Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr.  WarGeld,  Mr. 
Case,  Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina, Mr.  Dennison, 
and  Mr.  Crawford,  were  appointed  a  committee 
pursuant  to  the  fourth  resolution. 

Mr.  Heinpfaill,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Strong,  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Pennsylrania,  Mr.  Rogers, 
Mr.  McCreary,  and  Mr.  Folger  were  appointed  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  finh  resolution. 

Mr.  Southard,  Mr.  Bayly,  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr. 
Walker,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Viiginia,  Mr.  Baker, 
and  Mr.  Okw  of  PeonmlTania,  were  appointed  a 
committee  pmriaant  lo  the  ^hui  reulutiDn. 

On  moUoB  of  Mr.  Cbowell,  the  Committee  on 
the  Pablie  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  inDvidinR  by  law  some  relief  to 
th«  purchasers  of  the  pubfic  landa  in  the  United 
States  preTioos  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1820. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  the  ftrflowing  reaolutions, 
whieh  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz ; 

1.  Raohedi  That  the  nibject  of  organising  and  dia- 
c^iUning  the  militia  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

3.  Jteaohedt  Tbat  the  eobject  on  roads  and  canab 
be  lefMred  to  a  select  committee. 

3.  Bfolted,  That  the  subject  of  the  public  buildings 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  SmUwedf  That  the  eutgect  of  Rev(4atiooar;  pen- 
idons  be  refined  to  a  saleet  committee. 

6.  BttoM,  That  the  said  seleet  oommittees  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  othenrise, 

Messrs.  Cannon,  Oaoasjof  New  York,  Stbono, 
of  Vermont,  Patterson,  Sawtbb,  Ovbrbtreet,  . 
and  HosrrETTBB,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  first  resolution. 

Messrs.  SToBRa,CRAfTB,MARCHAND,EnwAanfl, 
of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Montoomert,  and 
HEMnsiCKS,  wore  appointed  a  committee  pursuant 
to  die  second  reH^atton. 

Messrs.  Wood,  Ksnuall,  Albxamder,  Hall, 
of  New  York,  Mobrat,  Craitb,  and  Buffom, 
were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  third 
rcatdutton. 

Measrs.  BLooMriELD,  Edwards,  of  North  Car- 
olina, Dewitt,  Hibbhhan,  Hazard,  Fat,  and 
Alexander,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant 
to  the  fourth  resolution. 

The  House  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Chaplain 
on  the  part  of  this  Hoiu& 

The  following  ezbibitt  the  result  of  three  suc- 
ceuive  ballots : 


Rev.  Mr.  Allison  - 
Rev.  Mr.  Campbell 
Rev.  Mr.  Sparks  - 
Rev.  Mr.  Post 


1st. 

-  52 

-  34 

-  29 

-  19 


2d. 

50 
52 
.  20 
10 


3d. 
55 
81 
3 
3 


So  the  Reveroid  J.  NiCHOLSON  Cahpbell 
was  chosen  on  the  third  trial.  And  the  Hoose 
adjourned. 


FRtnAY.  November  17. 

Mr.  Bates  presented  the  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying  that  a  surveyor 
may  be  appointed  for  that  Territory,  who  shall 
keep  an  office  within  the  same. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Spbaebb  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Third  Congressional  District  of 
Kentucky,  praying  for  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures,  by  imposing  higher  duties 
on  goods  imported  into  the  United  States ;  which 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  enclosing  the 
certificate  of  the  election  of  Thomas  G.  McCdl- 
LOUOH,  as  a  member  of  this  House  from  that  State, 
to  supply  tbe  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tionoiDavidFullerton;  which  was  rdierred  to  the 
Committee  on  Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissionnr  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting  copies  of  the  reporto,  from  Na  1  to  9 
inclusive, «  the  land  commissioners  at  Jackson 
Courthouse,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  accom- 
panied them ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  offered  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolve : 

Betohed,  Tbat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heana 
be  iostmetcd  to  prepare  and  report  to  this  House,  aa 
■oon  as  may  be,  a  list  of  all  the  ezpenditnrea,  under 
their  proper  beads,  authorised  by  the  existing  laws  of 
tbe  United  States,  with  an  opinion  respecting  the  re- 
duction, which,  coDsistentJy  with  tbe  public  interest, 
may  be  made  in  each  of  them  respectively. 

Mr.  G.  said  tbe  motion  related  to  a  subject  which 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  receive  the  early  and 
earnest  consideration  of  the  House ;  but,  not  wish- 
ing to  take  tbe  House  by  surprise,  be  should  move 
for  it  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
It  was  ordered  to  He  on  the  table  accordingly. 
Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolution : 
Rttotoed,  That  tbe  following  addition  be  made  to 
tbe  aUndiog  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  vis: 

A  committee  of  three  meBbofs  shall  be  appointed, 
whose  duly  it  shall  be  to  exambie  all  Mils,  amend- 
ments, reeolations  or  motions,  before  they  go  out  of 
tbe  posseaBion  of  tbe  House  ;  and  to  mabe  report  that 
tbey  are  correctly  eogroesed,  which  report  shall  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journal. 

Tbe  resolution  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table 
for  one  day. 
The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 
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MoKOAY,  November  20. 

Sereral  other  members  appeared  aatl  took  their 
seats,  to  wit : 

From  Virginia,  John  Floyd  and  Sbvbrn  E. 
Parkeh  ;  and  from  Tenoessee,  HEifBT  H.  Bbtak 
and  RoBEBT  Allen. 

Solomon  Sibley  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified  and  took  Kis  seat  as  a  delegate 
from  the  Territorjr  oi  Michig^an,  in  Ihe  toom  of 
William  W.  Woodbridge,  resigned. 

Mr.  Bates  presented  a  peUtion  of  the  Legisla- 
tire  Couoeil  and  Hooae  of  Re^csentatiTes  of  the 
Territorjr  of  Arkansas,  praying  that  the  right  of 
]ve-emption  may  be  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Uiat  portion  of  said  Territory  lyins  south  of  the 
river  Arkansas,  in  the  putcnase  of  the  lands  on 
which  tbey  hare  lon^  raided  and  miBde  ralnable 
inutrorements. — Reierred  to  the  Couumttee  on 
Puuic  Lands. 

Mr.  Bdst  aul«aitted  the  foUoviDg  readutioii, 
Tiz : 

Rt*oived,  That  a.  cooimittM  bs  appointed  to  ioquir* 
into  die  expediency  of  so  ameiHUnf  the  act  flnlkUd  an 
•et  alhming  eompenution  to  the  mnnbeni  of  the  8«a- 
%\»t  iMmben  of  the  Hooee  of  RtmMntativee  of  the 
United  StitM,  and  to  the  delegates  vom  the  Territories, 
and  repealing  all  other  laws  on  that  subject,  as  to  re- 
duce the  compeDsation  thereby  allowed  from  eight  to 
six  dollars  per  day,  and  the  rate  of  traTel  for  every 
tireotT  milea,  ftom  eight  to  six  dollars  ;  and  that  said 
oommittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  said  resolution  was  read ;  and  the  question 
was  taken,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  con- 
sider the  same  1  and  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  58.  nays  61, 

Mr.  Stours  submitted  the  following: 

Rfohed,  That  the  18th  rule  of  the  standiBg  rules 
and  ordera  of  this  House  be  annulled. 

The  ISth  rule  is  in  the  following  words : 
"  Business  referred  to  committees  of  the  whole  Honee 
Aall  be  called  for  in  the  following  order: 

1.  Private  bills  which  have  pusad  the  Senate,  and 
have  been  reported  AvoraHy  bj  a  eeauaittee  of  the 
Bouse. 

2.  Private  bills  reported  by  committees  of  the  Hoiue. 

3.  Bills  and  reaolutiona  of  a  public  nature. 

4.  Bills  wluch  have  paased  ihe  Senate,  and  have 
been  reported  against  by  a  committee  of  the  House. 

5.  Repofle  un^TfflraUe  to  petitjoners." 

The  iDotiM  of  Mr.  Srous  lies  « the  t«Ue  one 
day  of  course. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bloompibu>,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  reaoiution  submitted  hy  him 
on  the  16th  instant,  respecting  the  refetenee  of  pe- 
titions ;  and  the  same  being  again  read,  was  modi- 
fied and  agreed  to  as  follows: 

BeMolved,  That  io  all  casea  where  petitions  vrere  pre- 
sented at  the  last  eeseion  to  this  Hooae,  and  nferred 
to  cojumittees,  but  not  reported  upon,  the  aaid  peti< 
tioDS  shall  be  again  coaaidered  aa  referred  to  the  aaid 
committees,  reapective|y,  upon  application  of  any  mem* 
ber  to  the  Cleric,  without  special  order  from  the  House 
to  diat  effect.  ■  And  it  shall  be  the  du^  of  the  aaid 
committees,  respectively,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on, in  the  same  niaoner  as  if  aaid  petitions  were  le- 
fisired  by  fecial  orders  of  the  Honse;  but  no  pstitioB 


shall  be  received  or  scted  npra  by  a  committee,  nnder 
thia  order,  which  shall  not  have  been  endorsed  is,  and 
trsnsmitted  to  ths  committee  throngh,  the  offiee  -cf 
tbeClak. 

Mr.  CocKG.  of  Tennessee,  sabmitted  for  consid' 
eration  the  following  resolution : 

Readtedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Military  Ee- 
tabliriunent  be  instrocted  to  inouire  into  the  expedi- 
eneyof  redactng  (he  HtUtary  Peace  Bslablisfameat  of 
thsTTnited  Suies. 

And  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  without  de- 
bate or  dlTisioiL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
.submitted  by  Mr.  Foot  on  the  nth  instant,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee  for  the 
examination  of  engrossed  bills ;  and  the  same  being 
affain  read,  the  question  was  taken,  Will  the 
House  agree  to  the  same?  and  determined  in  the 
negatire. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBEB8. 

Mi.  Lin h,  of  New  Jersey,  submitted  for  consid- 
eration the  foUowing  resolution : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienpy  of  reducing 
the  compensation  aUowed  to  members  of  Congreas  to 
six  doHen  per  day,  and  a  propordonal  reductibm  fbr 
travelling  to  and  from  the  Seat  of  Govemtnent;  and 
aloe  of  redwing  the  pay  of  alt  the  officers  GoMra- 
ment  that  haa  been  increased  naoe  the  year  1809,  to 
what  it  was  at  or  before  -that  period. 

Mr.  Linn  made  a  few  remarks  on  introdaeinjj; 
this  proposition,  the  import  of  which  was,  that  his 
opinion  was  that  Congress  ought  to  go  back  to 
the  year  1809,  and  restore  the  compensations  of 
public  officers,  dtc,  to  the  condition  in  which  they 
then  stood.  As  the  present  proposition,  howerer, 
was  for  inquiry  merely,  not  requiring  any  ei^es- 
sion  of  the  opinion  of  the  House,  he  hoped  no  ol^ 
jectioD  would  be  made  to  it. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  said  a  few  words  expres- 
sive of  his  opinion,  that,  if  a  reduction  of  expeadi- 
tnree,  &c.,  was  made,  it  ought  to  be  more  general 
than  was  prtmosed  by  this  moti«i  to  be  inouiRd 
into.  To  aucQ  a  general  redaction  he  was  ntror- 
ahle.  but  was  c^tposed  to  a  piece-iiMal  tegislBlion 
on  tne  sub^eot,  which  must  be  partial,  and  migltt 
be  unjust  m  its  operation.  This  was  the  substance 
of  Mr.  C's.  obserration,  though  not  pwfaaps  his 
words.  He  wished  the  resotutieu  to  be  so  modi- 
fied as  to  make  it  as  com[H«hensire  as  in  his<^ia- 
ion  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  thought  the  object  of 
this  motion  did  not  prinwly  ihU  within  the  duties 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a|id  wished 
it  referred  to  a  difietent  committee. 

Mr.  Linn  did  not  wish  to  take  the  House  by 
surprise,  and  consented  to  his  motion's  lying  on 
the  table,  that  gentlemen  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  prepare  amendments  to  it  U'  they  thoii{^ 
proper. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTTrUTION. 
Mr.  Shitb,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  for 
cousidetation  a  joint  reeolutioa.   &i  doing  so,  he 
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expressed  his  earnest  hope  that,  aa  a  similar  reso- 
latlon  had  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  sessicm, 
but  not  beni  acted  tipon  in  this  House  for  want  of 
time,  it  would  hare  an  early  consideration  at  this 
session,  and  receire  that  approbation  from  the 
House  which  he  thought  it  merited.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  the  resolve  mored  by  Mr.  S. 

JUaobed,  by  the  Smaie  and  House  of  R^retmtet- 
tiwea  of  the  United  States  of  Anuriea  in  Congress 
OMsembisd,  tuxhtkirds  of  both  Houses  etmeurring, 
That  the  fidlowiog  kmetidmoiit  to  th«  Constitotioa  <^ 
tita  Unilad  States  be  pMposed  to  Ibe  Legislatares  of 
the  seveial  State*,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  L«gi>- 
latotea  of  three-fouitbs  of  the  States,  sluai  be  vatid, 
to  alt  intents  and  pnrpoMs,  as  part  of  tiu  said  Con* 
■tilution : 

Thst,  for  the  porpOM  of  choosiog  RepresentatiTes  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State  ahall, 
by  its  Legislature,  be  ^ided  into  a  number  of  districts, 
eqaal  to  the  nomber  of  RepreaentatiTes  to  which  aueh 
State  may  be  entitled.  The  distrieto  diatl  be  formed 
of  eoBtigaona  teniloiy,  and  eontain,  aa  nearly  ea  may 
be.  an  equal  atnrAer  irf  petaona  entitled  theConati- 
tatioB  tober^neaented,orofpeMOoeqniiffedte«ote 
for  memben  of  the  moat  namerooa  faraaofa  of  dw  State 
l^alataie.  la  each  diaarict,  the  ponons  qaaMed  to 
vate  ahall  diooae  one  Hopreeentatire. 

That,  for  the  pmpoae  of  diooaiDg  Eledora  oi  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  Preaideot  of  the  United  States,  the  per- 
sona faaliSed  te  vote  for  RepreaantatiTea  in  each  di»- 
triet  ms3X  diooae  one  Elector.  The  two  addition^ 
Electors*  to  which  each  State  is  entitled.  abaU  be  sp* 
pehited  in  such  manaer  as  the  Lagial^ate  (heieof 
may  direct.  The  Electors,  when  convened,  at  the 
time  and  place  preacri)>ed  by  taw  for  the  purpose  of 
voting  for  i^ident  and  Yioe  Preaident  of  the  United 
States,  flhall  have  power,  in  caae  any  of  then  atiall  fkit 
to  attend,  to  choose  an  Etecltv  or  Eleotors,  in  place  of 
Inm  or  them  ao  ftiling  to  attend*  The  division  of 
Biatm  into  dtatriots,  aa  hmby  provided  for,  Aall  take 
plaee  imaieAataly  after  tfataaaiendmaDtahaU  be  adopt* 
cd.  and  innnedlatalj  after  every  ftatare  emu  aad  ap- 
portioonient  of  Rspnsentativea  nndn  the  same;  and 
each  (tistricis  distt  not  be  altered  until  a  subaequeet 
cenaoa  alult  have  been  taken,  and  an  apporttonmeat 
of  Repreeeatativea  ander  it  shall  luve  I>een  made. 

The  isolation  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ra  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

ToiBDaT,  NorambcT  SI. 

Ur.  Wbtdovek  pniented  ■  petition  of  the 
Amoiesn  Bodtty,  of  the  oity  of  New  Torh,  fot 
^cneonraaement  of  domestic  mannfaetores,  pray- 
ing that  a  duty  of  ten  per  eentun  be  imposed  on 
safaa  at  auction ;  that  the  credit  an  dotiea  on  the 
imartiatiwi  of  foreign  &farica  may  be  abolished, 
and  Ant  the  tariff  may  be  so  graduated  as  toearry 
into  eflfeot  a  complete  system  of  protection  to  home 
indtttry ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactnces. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  memo- 
rial and  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon,  praying  that 
his  petition,  presented  at  the  last  session,  may  now 
be  eonttdered,  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted^  so 
that  the  justice  to  which  hu  case  may  entitle  htm, 
and  which  has  been  so  long  vMiltdd,  nuty  new 


be  granted;  which  was  referred  to  a  sdeet  eom'- 
mittee;  and  Messrs.  McLean,  ofKen  tacky,  Flotd, 
Enwanns,  of  North  Carolina,  Pluubb,  aoA  Bbg- 
cRBB,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Bates  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legiria- 
tive  Council  and  House  of  Represeatativee  of  the 
Taritory  of  Arkansas,  prayiog  that  some  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  the  relief  of  the  settlers  on 
the  public '  lands,  who  have  been  compelled  to 
abandon  their  settlements  made  prior  to  the  twelfth 
of  April,  1814,  under  the  treaty  lately  concluded 
between  the  United  Stales  and  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion of  Indians ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Pablic  Lands. 

Mr.  Batbs  also  presented  another  petition  of 
the  LegislatiTe  Council  and  House  of  Representa' 
tires  <^  the  Territwy  of  Arkuisas,  pcarug  that 
some  provision  ma^  be  made  to  coerce  the  attend- 
ance within  their  districts  of  individuals  aTOointed 
to  offices  in  that  Territory ;  which  was  romed  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  mformed  the-House 
that  the  Senate  hare  elected  the  Rerereod  Wil- 
liam Rytand  a  Chaplain  to  Congress  on  their  part. 
And  they  have  passed  a  resolution  for  theappoint- 
DWnt  of  a  joint  Library  Committee,  wlio  shall 
hare  the  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to 
the  purchase  of  books  and  maps,  for  the  use  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  nave  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part.  They  hare  aliio  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of  the 
district  court  in  Alabama in  which  resolution 
and  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Andbrbom,  from  the  Committee  on  thePub- 
lic  Lands,  made  an  unfitvorable  rqmrt  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas.  piM^uig  foi*  the  establiahmmt  of  a  rar- 
veyor's  office  in  that  Territory ;  which  was  con- 
eurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appouit- 
ment  of  a  jcant  Library  committee  was  read,  and 
concurred  m  fay  the  House ;  and  Messrs.  Mallabt, 
Paresr,  of  Virginia,  and  Allen,  of  Tennessee, 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
alter  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in  Alabama," 
was  vead  twice,  and  reftrred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbot,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tiie. 
expediency  of  passing  a  law,  defining  under  what 
eircumatancee,  and  by  what  means,  private  prop- 
erty may  be  taken  tat  public  use,  under  the  emer- 
Ijeocy  of  war,  and  proridiog  that  just  compensa- 
tion shall  be  made  for  the  same;  also,  of  prescrib- 
iag  the  manner  in  which  soldiers  may  be  quartered 
in  any  house,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  in 
time  of  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  die 
Committee  ot  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  admitting  British  res- 
sels  arriving  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
Mauritius,  mto  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  if  they  had  sailed 
from  a  port  in  Qteat  Britain, » long  as  tiiose  ports 

Digitized  by  Google 


447 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


448 


H.  OF  R. 


tn  open  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  on  tbe 
same  terms  and  cooditioas  as  tbeir  owa  vessels. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution,  Eubmltted  by  him  yes- 
terday, to  annul  the  eighteenth  rule  of  the  stand- 
ing ruie»  uid  orders  of  this  House ;  and  the  said 
leulatioii  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  said  eighteenth  rule,  as  annalled,  is  in  the 
wocda  followiug,  viz.: 

"Bannew  refeirad  to  commiltaM  of  tba  whole 
Hoas0  i^ll  be  called  ibrconnderatien  ia  the  following' 
Older: 

1.  Private  bills  which  have  pssetd  the  Senate*  and 
have  been  reported  AvoraMj  bj  a  eomnittee  of  the 
Boose. 

2.  Private  bills  reported  by  committees  of  the  HouM. 

5.  Bills  and  resolutions  of  s  public  nature. 

4.  Bills  wluch  have  passed  the  Senate,  and  have 
been  reported  agaiiut  by  a  oommitlee  of  the  House. 

6.  Reports  nnhvoraUe  to  petilkinen.** 

Mr-  Mallakt  salanitted  the  ibUowing  resolu- 
tixm  for  consideratioa : 

Jtetohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  ba/bre  this  House  iofbnnstion  re- 
specting tbe  progroH  made  by  the  Conuninioners  an- 
del  the  Treaty  of  Uhent,  in  establiBhing  the  boundaiy 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the  Caoadas; 
whether  say  part  of  tbe  boundary  line  is  settled ; 
whether  the  Coramis»ionera  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  have  met  during  the  present  year ;  aad 
how  moch  money  has  been  drawn  from  the  Tmrnaty 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  how  much  each  Com- 
miisiooer.  Agent,  or  sny  person  on  their  account,  has 
drswn ;  the  names  of  each  person  employed  by  the 
said  Commissioners  and  Agents,  in  tbeir  respectiTo 
sections ;  tbe  purposes  for  which  each  person  was  em- 
lri<tyed,  the  length  of  time  employed,  and  the  eompeU' 
sation  eai^  person  has  received  for  his  servicee;  a 
statement  of  all  the  items  of  account  rendered  by  each 
of  said  CoamiiBioDers  and  Agenti,  and  the  paiCiealar 
purp<Msee  for  whidi  the  mcn^a  drawn  by  them  have 
been  expended ;  the  amwist  of  compensation  each 
Commissioner  and  Agent  has  received  ^nca  his  ap- 
pointment i  and  whether  any  money  has  been  allowed 
to,  or  retained  by,  said  Commissioners  and  AgMits, 
except  the  sum  of  $4,444  44  per  annum. 

The  resolutioD  was  agreed  to  nsnt.  con.,  and  a 
committee  was  af^Knnled  to  preseat  it  to  the 
President. 


Wednesday,  November  22. 

Aaother  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Carolina, 
CBABi.Ee  PiNCKNBT,  appeared  and  took  his  seaL 

Mr.  KiKBLETjffeiented  a  petition  of  sundry  per- 
sons interested  m  commerce  inhabitants  of  Bel- 
fast, m  the  State  of  Mainc^  praying  that  no  alter- 
ation may  be  made  in  the  existing  tariff  of  duties 
OD  fmreign  goods  imported  into  the  United  States, 
mjnniMis  to  the  commercial  interest,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extending  further  protection  to  the  mana- 
factuhng  interest  of  the  country ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  oo  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sbbqeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
tticiary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Seoate,  entitled  ■'An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of  the 
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district  court  in  Alabama,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-day ;  and  was  accordingly  read  a 
third  time,  and  jms^. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William 
Mcintosh,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  hb  relief; 
which  was  read  twie^  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  same  committe&also  made 
a  report  on  the  petititRi  of  Nicholas  Jarrott,  ac* 
eompanted  by  a  bill  for  his  relitf;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  coimnitted  to  a  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Folleb,  it  was 

Retolvedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  what  naval  force 
has  been  stationed  for  the  protection  of  tbe  com- 
merce of  our  citizens  in  the  West  India  islands, 
and  parts  adjacent,  during  tbe  present  year,  ana 
whether  any  depredations  by  pirates,  or  others, 
upon  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
engaged  in  such  commerce  have  been  reported  to 
our  GoverDmeDt 

Messrs.  Fdli.br  and  Wbmdover  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  nreseat  the  forcing  resolntioD  to 
the  President  of  tbe  United  States. 

On  mottim  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  bQl  which  origi* 
nated  at  the  last  session^  supplementary  to  the  ser- 
eral  acts  for  tbe  adjusting  of  land  cuims  in 
State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missotiri^was 
taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

After  a  number  of  remarks  from  Mr.  Fonn,  to 
show  why  favor  ought  to  be  shown  in  this  case, 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
of  the  last  session,  unfavoraUe  to  the  petition  oi 
Perley  Keyes  and  .Jason  Fairbanks,  was  taken  up, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.,  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  LiKN  moved  to  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  his  motion  directing  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  compensation  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, and  of  the  officers  of  Governmentgenerally, 
to  the  rates  at  which  they  stood  in  1809;  but  the 
House  refused  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Conoccticut,  remarked  that  several 
propositions  had  been  already  made,  looking  to  a 
reduction  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Oovernmoit, 
none  of  which  exactiv  corresponded  with  his 
views  J  to  exhibit  which  he  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Stemloed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Expendi- 
tuns  be  instructed  to  prepare  end  report  a  system  of 
reiienehoMnt  is  the  expeaditores  in  the  vanoas  de- 
putmenU  of  the  GovemmeDt,  (not  ineoaeisteot  wiA 
the  public  interest,)  which  will  restore  that  rigid  ecMa- 
omy  and  simplicity  becoming  our  Republican  tnatitn* 
tions,  and  which  tbe  present  stagnation  of  comm«ee» 
and  the  embarrassments  attending  every  branch  ^ 
domestic  industry,  imperiously  demand. 

And  the  question  being  put  that  the  House  do 
now  pniceea  to  consider  tne  said  resolT^  it  was 
deci«d  in  the  negatiTe. 
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REDUCTION  OF  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  prescntei]  to  the  Chair 
the  following  series  of  propositions : 

1.  Retobetd,  That  it  ia  azpedient  that  th«  annual 
•ipenaes  of  the  Government  iboald  bereduceJ  ;  that, 
lor  the  aecoiBpliabmeiit  of  this  object,  it  is  further 

5.  Rtaohtdi  That  aoeh  offieea  aa  are  not  immeiliately 
neeeaaai7  fbr  ibe  tranaaclion  of  pnblie  banneaa,  and 
the  abohtion  of  which  would  not  be  detrimental  to 
the  public  intereat,  ahall  be  tbolMied. 

3.  Hetolved,  That  the  talariea  of  all  civil  officera 
whoae  compenaatioo  has  been  increased  aince  the 
jeer  1809  shall  be  reduced  to  what  the;  were  at  that 
period. 

4.  Xetohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Army  to  the  nnmber  of  aix  thoiuand  DOn*coininis- 
nooM  offieare,  nuMciMe,  and  priTatet,  inreaernng 
■neh  part  ortbs  edorpa  of  eI^^|lef>r■,  withoat  r^rd  to 
that  number,  as  may  he  reqairad  by  the  pnUic  inter- 
est ;  and  inclodiog  ancb  nanctioa  of  tha  general  staff 
M  nay  be  leqaircd  by  the  atate  of  the  Amy  when 
reduced  as  herein  propooed. 

6.  Heaoteed,  That  it  ia  expedient  that  the  appro- 
priations for  the  erection  of  fortifications  shfiil  be  so 
made  as  to  require  a  lew  sum  aanaally,  by  extending 
the  time  within  which  the;  ahall  be  completed. 

6.  Retolved,  That  the  act  making  an  apjmptiaUon 
of  one  million  of  dollars  per  annnm  for  the  inoeaae 
of  the  Navy  be  so  amended  as  to  extend  the  time 
within  which  auch  increaae  shall  bo  made,  and  to  re- 
duce the  annual  appropriation  to  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

7.  Retolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  recall  frooi  ac- 
tive service  one-half  the  naval  force  now  employed, 
and  to  place  the  same  in  ordinary. 

8th  RaoohiUoo  rrfirrs  the  anbjeeta  of  the  preeed- 
\mg  reaolTea  to  the  proper  atanding  and  aelect  com- 
mUtaea,  to  bring  Id  billa  puratiant  thereto. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  these 
lesolutions — 

Mr.  Cobb  saidj  he  had  do  intention  to  bring  on 
the  diseosmon  of  them  at  this  time,  having  pre- 
acnted  diem  by  way  of  notice  to  members,  that 
they  might  be  prepared  to  discuss  and  decide  on 
them  when  callea  up.  He  was  not  even  himself 
prepared  at  this  moment  to  give  his  views  of  the 
sabjectB  embraced  in  these  resolations ;  nor  did 
he  Know  that  the  House  ought  to  proceed  to  act 
on  them,  until  it  shoold  have  received,  Brst,  the 
annnal  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and,  secondly,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  at  the  last 
session,  of  a  plan  whereupon  a  reduction  of  the 
Amy  might  be  advantageously  made.  To  place 
these  reaoTves  in  a  situation  wnich  would  enable 
him  to,  call  them  up  at  any  time,  he  moved  their 
leference  to  the  Committee  of  tne  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Trursdat,  November  23. 

'  I 

Mr.  CoBHMAM  presented  the  petition  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Somerset  Agricultural  Society,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset  and  State  of  Maine,  praying 
Uiat  the  bill  pending  before  Congress  at  the  last 
session,  establishing  a  new  tariff  oiduties  on  goods 
imported  into  the  United  States,  may  be  passed 
16th  Con.  3d  Sgbb.— -IS 
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into  a  law^  eo  as  to  extend  further  protection  to 
the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  merchants  and  other  innabitants  of  the  town 
of  Petersburg,  in  that  State,  in  opposition  to  the 
passage  of  the  said  bill. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
for  th^  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire, 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  r^ulatioos  which  he 
has  adopted  in  the  administration  of  the  act  of  - 
Congress  of  May  1st,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  in- 
addition  to  an  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons 
engaged  in  (he  land  and  naval  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  passed  March 
18, 1818."  Whether  tiny  pecson  except  paupers, 
or  such  as  have  been  partially  supported  by  public 
or  private  charity,  have  been  continued  on  the 
pension  roll;  and,  if  any,  whether  the  value  of 
their  property,  as  returned  on  their  schedule,  in 
any  case  exceeded  two  hundred  dollars,  and  how 
much.  Whether  debts,  which  the  applicants  owed, 
have  been  or  are  considered  in  the  estimation  of 
their  circumstances,  income,  or  means  of  subsist- 
ence ;  and  how  many  are  continued  on  the  pension 
roll  under  said  act. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  preservation  and  re- 
pair of  the  Cumberland  road  having  been  called 
up,  the  House  voted  not  to  go  into  Committee 
thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kbnt,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  "to  repeat  part  of  an  act  to  authorize 
the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Washington 
(GFeorgetpwn)  Turnpike  Company  in  Maryland, 
to  extend  and  make  their  road  to  and  from  Georoe- 
town,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  through  tne 
said  District,  to  the  line  thereof,"  and  it  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

ELIA8  PARKS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Elias  Parks. 

[The  case  of  Mr.  Parks  is  substantially  this: 
The  petitioner  had  chartered  a  boat,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  attack  on  Oswego,  (on  Lake  Ontario,) 
in  May,  1813,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  mer- 
chandise to  a  {dace  of  safetjr.  The  boat  had  de- 
parted from  Oswego  in  pursuit  of  that  object,  when 
she  was  ordered  oack  by  Colonel  Mitchell,  who 
commanded  the  post,  was  taken  possession  of  by 
Captain  Romayae,  under  that  order,  for  the  use 
of  tne  troops,  and  the  goods  placed  on  the  wharf, 
and,  with  the  boat,  put  under  the  charge  of  senti- 
nels. Afterwards,  tne  fort  being  stormed,  and  the 
town  taken,  the  goods  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.   The  petitioner  prays  indemnification  for 
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Us  loii.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
is,  ^at  his  petitioD  ought  oot  to  be  graoted.] 

Mr,  SroHHe  moved  to  revise  the  report,  so  as 
to  allow  the  petitioDer  the  value  of  the  goods  in 
tlie  boat  at  the  time  of  its  seizure. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate; 
in  the  course  of  which,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs 
was  supported  by  Mesas.  Stobbs,  Gbosb,  of  New 
York,  and  Stbvesb;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  and  McCoy. 

The  result  of  the  debate  was,  that  Mr.  Stobks's 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and,  ue  deeisiou  having 
been  reported  to  the  House,  was  then  concurred 
in;  and,  on  motion  <^Mr.  Stobbs,  the  report  was 
Kcommiited  to  the  eonunittee  who  reported  it, 
with  instmctions  to  bring  in  a  biUpursoant  to  the 
aipended  rqiort 

HIUTART  ROAD  IN  MAINE. 

Mr.  Hill  submitted  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolution  ; 

JbssAietfi  That  the  Committee  on  Roftds  and  Ctnals 
In  {nstnieted  to  inquire  into  the  expedioncy  of  opaoing 
«  mUilatr  and  post  road  from  some  place  on  the  Pen- 
«bKdt  mer,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  to  the  river  St. 
Cr^. 

Mr.  H.  in  introducing  this  resolution,  said,  that 
Maine  was  a  frontier  State,  bordering  on  the  Brit- 
ish Provinces,  for  a  distance  of  more  than  five 
hundred  miles.  The  distance  from  the  Penobscot 
river  to  the  British  lines  is  not  short  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles.  The  roa,d,  for  the  greatest 
part  of  the  distance,  is  impassable  for  any  Icind  of 
carriages.  The  towns  of  Eastport  and  Lubeck, 
with  several  others  near  the  boundary  line,  are 
very  fast  rising  into  consequence.  At  Eastport 
ana  Lubeck  there  is  one  of  the  finest  harbors  in  the 
United  States,  and  itis  defeDstUe.  It  was  of  great 
importance,  he  said,  that  there  should  be  a  good 
carriage  road  to  the  extremitieaof  Malne^  whereon 
to  transport  the  mail ;  for,  in  case  of  another  war 
vitk  Cmat  Britain,  which  he  hoped  would  never 
h^wen,  it  will  be  a  war,  not  on  our  territories,  but 
on  tne  ocean  and  in  the  English  provinces.  Mr. 
H.  said,  he  was  aware  that  a  celebrated  military 
sovereign  of  Europe  remarked,  that  **  he  bad  no 
idea  oi  making  roads  for  his  enemies;"  but,  said, 
Mr.  H.  we  have  no  fear  of  an  invasion  in  Maine 
by  land.  In  the  late  war,  there  was  physical, 
moral,  and  mental  strength  enough  in  Maine,  if 
we  had  been  masters  of  our  own  fortunes,  to  have 
driven  the  enemy  from  Ca-stine  headlong  into  the 
sea.  Moreover,  there  are  no  national  vessels  built 
in  Maine,  although  pas.sessiog  a  seecoast  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  mues,  containing  more  than  a 
hondred  snacious  harbOrs,  having  a  population  of 
three  hnnored  thousand,  ownins  alxAit  one-ninth 
of  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  United  States^  and 
can  furnish  timber  and  ship-bnilders  inferior  to 
none  in  America ;  and  yet  we  hare  no  dock-yards, 
nor  jpatronage  from  the  nation.  We  have  been 
patriotic  and  dutiful  children,  always  ready  to 
ahoalder  our  muskets  in  the  defence  of  our  coun- 
try's ri|^ts.  Massachusetts  expended  a  million  of 
dollars  la  the  late  war  which  has  not  been  refunded. 
One-Uiirdthareof  belonged  to  Maine.  Shed^ores 
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the  policy  of  those  time&  in  our  beloved  parent 
State,  but  Maine  has  washed  her  bands  from  that 
pollution ;  she  expects  justice,  magnanimity,  and 
remuneration,  from  the  General  Government,  in 
someway  or  other.  He  hoped,  tfaerefiMre,  the  reso- 
lution would  pass. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  said 
resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 5S 
to  41. 

PUBUC  LANDS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  paying  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  three  per  cent  of  the  net  proceeds 
asiaing  from  the  sale  of  the  puUic  lands  within 
the  same. 

Mr.  Cobb  having  inquired  on  what  grounds  the 
merits  of  the  bill  rested — 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  briefly  explained  that  the 
object  of  this  bill  was  to  obtain  the  payment  to 
the  State  of  Illioois  of  the  three  per  cent  reserved 
for  her  use  out  of  the  moneys  aeeming  to  the 
Trenniry  of  the  United  States  ior  the  sales  of  pub- 
lie  lands  in  that  State ;  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ory  not  feeding  himsdf  authorized  to  pay  over  the 
money  without  express  authoritr  hf  law.  A  sim- 
ilar law  had  already  been  passed  m  relation  to  the 
State  of  Indiana,  and  the  passage  of  this  bill  was 
little  more  than  a  matter  of  course,  it  being  to 
carry  into  effect  a  compact  with  tne  State  of 
Illinois. 

Mr.  SuiTB,  of  Maryland,  hesitated  abont  voting 
for  this  bill,  under  the  impression  that  it  propoMd 
to  divert  this  fund  from  the  purposes  of  making 
roads  within  the  State,  to  a  different  purpose,  vix : 
the  encouragement  of  schools  and  colleges.  If 
that  were  the  otyect,  he  said  he  could  not  vote  for 
it,  because  it  would  violate  the  compact, 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  said  he  bad  not  the 
least  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  passing  the.  law, 
and  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
would  be  of  the  same  opinion  with  him  when  the 
clause  of  the  conBNtet  by  which  UUnois  was  tuit- 
mitted  into  the  Unifm,  was  rmd.  Mr.  C.  Ih« 
read  that  clause,  in  the  following  words : 

*<Sd.  That  per  cMib  of  the  net  pMceedsof  As 
land  Ijiog  within  inch  Stale,  and  Which  dull  be  wM 
by  Congrew  from  and  after  Uw  ilrst  day  of  Jannaij, 
ooe  thouaand  sight  hundnd  sod  ninete«i.  aftw  de- 
ducting sU  ezfwnses  Inoitlent  to  the  same,  shall  be  re- 
sarvcd  for  the  purposes  following,  viz :  Two-fiftha  to 
be  diaburaed  under  the  direction  of  Cosfproaai  in  ma- 
king roads  leading  to  the  State,  th«  residua  to  bo  ap- 
propriated by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  Ibr  the  en- 
couragement of  Isamiog,  of  which  one-«ztb  partshali 
be  ezcluaively  bestowed  on  a  col>«g«  or  uniTeraity." 

From  this  it  appeared  thnt  the  proposed  bill  was 
a  mere  legislative  form  for  accompmhing  an  net 
already  binding  on  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ANDEBaoM,  irf'.Kctttucky,  said  there  was  no 
difficulty  at  all  in  this  subject,  well  understood. 
In  most  of  the  ordimnces  for  the  admission  of 
States  into  the  Union,  Uie  stipulation  is,  that,  of 
the  five  per  cent  reserved  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  two  per  cent,  sbail  bean- 
^iied  to  the  ccmstruction  of  roads  leadii^r  to 
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States,  an*d  three  per  cent  shall  be  applied  by  the 
State  itself  to  making  roads  within  th«  State. 
Bat,  in  the  case  of  Illinois,  an  exception  was  made, 
OD  the  representation  of  her  then  Delegate,  that 
the  fund  would  not  be  required  for  roads  within 
tihe  Slate,  and  the  Lcgidatnre  was  authorized  to 
ai^j  die  three  p«  eoit.  to  schooh  and  colleges 
inMead  of  road*.  TheSeeretarr  of  the  Treasury-, 
in  obedience  to  that  caution  wiiich  always  gov- 
erns him,  declined  paving  over  this  money  to  the 
State  aathorttiee  witnout  the  authority  of  an  act 
of  Cwkgress ;  and  the  object  of  this  bill  was  to 
give  that  authority. 

Mr.  Shits,  or  Maryland,  professing  himself 
entirely  satisfied  with  thrseex|riuatioas,  withdrew 
hie  oppositton  i  and  the  ImU  was  lepmrted  to  the 
H6aae»  and  otdend  to  be  eagroiaed  for  a  third 
nadiQg. 

AD1II88I0N  OP  HI380UIU. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  constitution  formed  for 
thttr  ijaranHicst  hy  the  pe£^  of  Missouri,  deUv- 
Tered  m  the  fijlomng  r^KHt: 

Tha  oOHaittM  M  whom  ha*  been  nfand  the  ood< 
sdtatiinorihe  Slate  of  MiNovireapMtMly  report: 

That  bey  have  not  sappoaed  theaMelvM  bouad  to 
inqoiie  whether  the  proviskHts  of  the  oenolitation  re> 
ftnod  to  tboiB  ha  wis*  or  bbenl.  Tbo  grave  and  dtf- 
fleult  question  as  to  the  rostraiots  which  •boold  be 
ioBpooed  upon  the  power  of  MiNOuri  to  IbriQ  •  constitu- 
tion for  itself  WW  deddod  by  the  act  of  the  last  wsuon, 
and  the  eoamittee  have  hsd  only  to  ttiamine  whether 
the  proviaioue  of  tha  act  bsve  been  complied  with.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  they  have  been.  The 
Mopodtioos,  too,  which  were  offered  In  the  same  act  to 
tts  free  acceptance  or  rejeetioD  of  the  people  of  Mw- 
■eeii,  have  ill  been  teemed  by  ibara.  But  there 
lemaina  a  question  too  importaat  to  be  overlooked. 

We  know  thtt  esses  touat  often  arise  in  which  there 
mtj  be  a  doubt  whether  the  laws  or  constitution  of  e 
State  do  not  transcend  tlie  line  (^somelitnes  tbe  ob- 
•cnre  Ifaie)  which  separates  the  powen  of  the  different 
governments  of  oor  complex  system.  It  appean  to 
Iba  eomatittae,  that,  in  fenarsi,  it  must  be  unwise  in 
Oangieae  te  antidpate  juffieial  decisions  by  the  eipo- 
■Wen  of  an  cqaiv<Deel  {Arase,  and  that  it  would  be 
yaa  meie  ofajeetiooaMe,  by  dotting  on  tbe  power*  of 
n-Stale  juet  emerged  freai  terrilerial  dependence, 
tfaaa  it  aluMdd  give  die  weight  of  its  authoiity  to  an 
•pinion  which  m«bt  condema  the  laws  and  eeastitu- 
tions'ef  old,  as  well  as  eoveieifn  States.  The  comstdl- 
tae-  are  net  unaware  that  a  part  of  the  twenty'sixth 
Mtioa  of  the  third  erticle  of  the  eoMtitntten  of  llis> 
■ourt,  by  which  tbe  IiCgialatnre  of  the  Stale  has  been 
Erected  la  pass  luvs  **  to  prevent  fr«e  neyroea  and 
autlatloBa  mm  eoouag  to,  and  settling  in,  the  State." 
haa  been  coaatmed  to  apply  to  such  of  that  class  an 
are  dtisens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  their  eiclu- 
■ion  hss  been  deemed  repagnsat  to  the  Federal  Con- 
BtitntioD.  The  words  which  sre  Directed  to  are  to  be 
foand  in  the  laws  of  at  leaat  one  of  tbe  Middle  States, 
(DeUvrare,)  and  a  carefal  examination  of  tbe  clause 
naigiil  perhaps  eenutenance  the  o|rfnion  that  it  applies 
to  tbe  large  elasa  of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  who 
eannot  be  cnuridstwl  as  the  dtisens  of  any  Suie.  But, 
ef  all  tba  ankles  in  our  constitution,  there  is  piobidi^ 
WM  one  mm  diaeattioeenstmc  wdlUun  that  whiM 
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gives  to  the  eitiaens  of  eadi  State  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citiseas  ef  the  eeveral  States  ;  there  is 
not  one,  an  attention  to  iritoes  ^irit  is  mote  necessary 
to  the  convenient  and  bnaftcial  connexiMB  ef  tlw 
States;  nmr  one  of  whidi  too  large  a  oonatmetioa 
would  mote  completely  break  down  their  defensive 
power,  and  lead  mora  directly  to  their  coos<didation> 
This  much,  indeed,  seems  to  be  eettlsd  by  the  estaln 
liahed  constitutions  of  States  in  every  section  of  the 
Union  ;  that  a  State  has  a  right  to  diacriminate  between  < 
the  white  and  tbe  black  man,  both  in  reapeet  to  polit- 
ical and  dvil  privileges,  though  both  be  oitiicns  <rf 
another  Bute ;  to  give  to  the  one,  for  instance,  the 
right  of  voting  and  of  serving  on  juries,  which  it  reihsse 
to  tbe  other.  How  far  this  discriminaUon  may  be  ear- 
ri<d,  is  obvienaly  a  matter  of  nice  and  difficult  inquiry* 
The  committee  do  not  propose  to  engage  in  it.  They 
believe  it  best,  whenever  a  caae  occurs  which  must 
necessarily  involve  tbe  decisioR  of  it,  that  it  should  be 
remitted  to  judicial  cognizance. 

In  diio  view  (which  narrevrs  their  inquiries  and  du> 
ties)  the  eommittee  «e  eonflraiad,  by  a  oeneidsration 
of  tbe  emberraasnents  and  disasieis  whieb  a  diflbrent 
eonias  of  proceeding  night  eeaietinMS  ptodttce.  When 
a  people  are  authoi^sd  to  fom  a  State,  and  do  so,  tbe 
tranuncls  of  their  Territarial  condition  fall  oft.  Tboy 
havo  psrfcrmed  the  act  which  makes  them  sevenign 
and  indepeiMlsot.  If  they  pass  an  noconetbotiensl 
law,  and  we  leave  it,  as  we  should  that  of  anothw 
State,  10  the  decision  of  a  judicial  uibunal,  tbe  ill^al 
act  is  divNied  of  iufi»ceby  the  operation  of  a  eyetan 
with  which  we  are  fomfliar.  The  eentiol  trf'  tbo  Qen- 
eral  Government  is  eiercised  in  each  particular  ease, 
in  snpputef  individnel  right,  and  this  State  retains 
the  condition  which  it  has  just  acquired,  and  would 
not  easily  renounce.  But  a  decision  by  Congress 
against  the  constitutionality  of  a  law  passed  by  aSuie 
which  it  had  aulhoriLed  the  esUblishmant,  could  not 
operate  directly  by  vacating  the  law ;  nor  is  it  believed 
that  it  eouM  reduce  tha  Suta  to  the  dependence  of  n 
Territory.  In  these  circumstances,  to  refuse  admia- 
sion  Into  the  Union  to  such  a  Stste,  la  to  refuse  to 
extend  over  It  that  jndidal  authority  which  might 
vacate  the  obooiious  law,  and  to  expose  all  ihe  inter- 
ests ef  the  Oovemment  within  the  territory  of  that 
State,  to  a  Legislalura  and  a  Judiciary,  tbe  only  ehecka 
on  which  have  been  abandeuBd.  On  tbe  other  hand, 
if  Coagrvaa  ahall  determine  neidier  to  expoand  clauses 
which  aia  obscure,  nor  to  decide  Conslitotional  qnse- 
tions  which  must  be  difflcuit  and  perplexing  equally 
interesUngteeld  Statos*  ndiom  our  oonstruetianeouM 
not,  ee  to  tbe  new,  whom  it  ought  not  to  eeeree.  the 
rigbu  and  duties  of  Miasouri  will  be  left  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  same  temperate  and  impartial  tribunal 
which  has  decided  the  eouaicting  daima,  and  received 
the  confidence,  of  tbe  other  States. 

Tbe  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing reeolution : 

This  report  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  the 
resolution  therein  referred  to  was  read,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  in  parsnaoca  (tf  an  aclitf  Congress  pasood 
on  the  sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorise  the  people 
of  tbe  Hisaouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  tbe  admissioo  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  to  prohibit  Btavery  in  certain  Territories," 
the  people  of  said  Territory  did,  on  the  nineteenth  day 
ef  July,  in  Iks  ynr  one  t^nsand  eight  hundred  and 
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tw«D^,  bj  K  convention  etiled  for  llw  parpoM,  form 
ibr  tbomMlvM  a  conititatioa  and  State  gowDinent, 
wliicb  cooatitation  and  Stala  ■ovornnunt,  ao  tatmtS, 
im  icpublieanT  aid  in  coalbrBu^  to  the  proriiioiu  of 
the  said  act: 

Be  it  thtnfire  reiolved  iv  iAc  SkitttU  md  Houu 
^  RqMt$etttiUieeM  of  the  Vniiedf  Statu  ef  America^ 
m  Congreat  atternbied.  That  the  Btate  of  Muaonri 
iriiall  be,  and  ia  bareb;  declared  to  be,  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  of  America,  and  ia  admitted  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Statea,  in  all  re- 
ipeeta  whatever. 

The  resolution  was  thea  r^d  a  second  time. 

Mr.  L0WNDE8  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  which  would  put  it  in  tne  power  of  the  House 
to  act  upon  it  at  any  time  it  thought  proper.  He 
need  not  sajr,  that  there  no  disposition  to  act 
upon  this  subject  withoutTull  notice  to  ail  parties 
coaeenied  :  and  if  no  other  person  did,  he  should 
himidf,  when  proposing  to  call  for  the  considera- 
tM»  ot'  the  rnwrt,  give  a  day  or  two  notice  of  his 
intentba  to  do  ao.  Whilst  1^  he  took  occasion 
Id  say^  that  this  report,  aa  indeed  all  reports  of 
oommittees,  must  m  considered  as  the  act  of  a 
majority^  of  the  committee,  and  not  as  expressing 
Aeaentimeiitiof  erayiiidiTidnal  of  the  eommittee. 

The  reference  ma  agreed  to. 


Fbiday,  Novfnaber24. 

Two  members  appeared  and  took  their  seats, 
Tiz:  from  Maryland,  Tbohas  Cdlbretb,  and 
from  Vi^nia,  Joan  Tylbb. 

Mr.  Tyleb  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  outer  citizens  of  Richmond  and  its 
vicinity,  against  an  increase  of  the  tariff  of  duties 
on  impocts ;  a  discontinuuice  of  the  credit  now 
gnnted  on  said  duties ;  the  abolition  of  drawbacks 
of  duties  and  other  restrictioDs  on  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Daniel  Lathrop,  late  a  postmaster  at 
Waterbury,  in  New  York^  praying  relief  from  the 
loss  of  a  sum  of  money  received  by  biro  for  poat- 

X,  the  f«me  having  been  wasted  by  a  person  in 
se  care  it  had  been  placed  for  the  use  of  tbe 
General  Post  Office ;  which  report  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  tbe  same  committee,  presented 
the  foUowing  report :  ' 

The  Comoiitt^  of  Ways  and  Heansi  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  nemoHat  of  the  inhabitants  of  Salenii 
report — 

That  tbe  oiemorialitli  pray  Coogreea  to  exempt 
from  daty  all  imported  booba  in  the  learned  and  for- 
eign langnagea,  itHetber  reprinted  in  this  conDtry, 
and  all  works  of  science,  in  the  Engliih  langaage, 
which  shall  not  be  reprinted  here  within  the  term  of 
one  year  from  their  original  publication. 

The  committee  submit  tbe  following  resolution : 
Bat^ttd,  That  it  ia  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
the  memorialitla. 

The  same  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  satne  committee,  made  an 


unfavorable  report  on  the  pe&tion  of  J^'n'Stipp; 
wbicb  was  concurred  in.  '  * 

Mr.  Smitb,  from  the  same  committee^  made  an 
unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Bamud 
Peckham,  Jr^  In^Kctor  of  Customs  for  the  distnct 
of  Vermont,  stating  that  he  obtained  a  judgment 
against  Nathaniel  Tuft  for  goods  illegally  im- 
ported, in  1812,  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars,  and  that  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress said  Tuft  and  nts  sceunty  were  released  from 
eonfinement  for  the  debt,  whereby  he  lost  his  one 
quarter  part  of  the  amoont  of  said  aeiznre,  and 
praying  thai  the  same  may  be  allowed  to  fiim ; 
which  report  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Sgbobaht,  firnn  the  Committee  on-  the 
Judiciary,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Cartis 
Lewis,  of  Mobile,  that  the  object  of  the  memorial 
falls  properly  within  the  scope  of  the  authority  of 
tbe  district  court  of  Alabama,  as  r^ulated  by  an 
act  of  the  present  session  ;  which  report  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sbboeant,  from  tbe  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Kenaedy ; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Andebbom,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of 
Daniel  Seward ;  which  waa  read  a  flrat  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  committed. 

The  eiigRHBed  bill  to  provide  for  paying  to  tfaa 
State  of  Ulinois  the  amount  of  three  per  cent,  of 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  witl^ 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  was  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concarrenee. 

CLAIM  OF  JOHN  COWAN. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  unfavorahle  to  the  petition  of  Jolm 
Cowan. 

[Mr.  CowAN  prays  the  allowance  of  four  him* 
dred  and  sixty  clolfars  for  shoeing,  at  their  own 
expense,  tbe  horses  of  a  companv  of  cavalry  in 
the  service  of  the  United  State%  from  September 
28, 1814,  to  March  2^  1815,  and  of  fifty-two  dol- 
lars paid  for  forage,  in  consequence  of  the  United 
States  failing  to  supply  tbe  same.  The  commit- 
tee report  against  the  claim,  as  well  because  the 
allowance  of  forty  cents  per  day  ought  to  cov«r 
the  expense  of  shoeing,  as  because  «  the  infor- 
mality of  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  claim.] 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennexsee,  moved  to  reverse  the 
report  in  this  case,  so  as  to  declare  that  the  claim 
ought  to  be  allowed. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  debate,  b(Hog  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Candina,  and 
Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont 

In  the  end.  the  motion  10  amend  tbe  rqwrt  was 
negatived— to  41 ;  and  &is  being  reported  to 
the  House,  was  there  concurred  in,  and  the  origi- 
nal report  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoHDAT,  November  27. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Mississippi, 
Cbristopbeb  Rankin,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 
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A  new  mem^,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
Bbhjahin  Oobbam,  elected  to  sapplj  the  tb- 
caacf  occasioned  hy  the  resigDatfoD  or  Jonatban 
Mason*  also  appeared  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
aeat. 

Mr.  MosBLBY  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  citjr  of  New  Haven 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  against  any  altera- 
tion in  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  by  way  of 
|)ifotection  and  encouragement  to  the  mannfactur- 
mg  interest  of  the  countiy}  which^was  referred  to 
'tbe  Committee  on  Mannfactures. 

Jdr.  LowifDES  presented  a  similar  memorial  of 
a  convention  of  delegates,  representing  fhe  mer- 
chants and  others  uterested  in  commefce^  aisem- 
Ued  in  the  city  ^  Philadelphia  ;  which  was  also 
referred  to  the  Conuuittee  on  ManoActurcB. 

Mr.  LowniiBS  {wesented  a  petition  of  Enrico 
Causici,  sealiftor,  prayiDg  to  be  employed  to  eze- 
cat&  in  marue,  a  »atne  representing  the  Genius 
«f  the  ConstitntioD,  a  cast  of  which^  in  plaster  is 
now  placed  abore  tiw^SBpaker's  chair,  in  the  Hall 
of|  this  Hoose;  that  tps  may  be  nnployed  to  ex- 
ecota  a  cdossal  statue  of  the  General  Baron  de 
KalbC  ordered  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  that 
officer  by  Congress,  in  the  year  1780;  which  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings. 

The  Bfbakir  laid  before  the  House  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  Edward  B.  Jackson,  of 
Virnnia;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections.  •• 

Oh  motioD  of  Mr.  Cahfbbli^  the  Committee 
on  Prirate  Land  Claims  were  mstructed  to  in- 
qnire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
lentatires  of  Hairy  Willis,"  passed  on  the  8th  day 
^  May,  1820,  so  as  to  except  from  the  locatum  of 
the  land  therein  mentioned,  town  lots  and  sites  fin 
towns. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  frqm  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted  a 
report  of  last  session  on  the  petition  of  Perley 
Keyes  and  Jason  Fairbaoks,  reported  a  bill  for 
theirrelief;  which  was  twice  read,aDd  committed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
CoiQmittee  of  Claims,  pursuant  to  instructions, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elias  Parks ;  which 
ma.  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  HoDse  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wholes  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  petiticm  of  Joseph  Janney. 

{Mr.  Janney,  a  resident  in  the  Northern  Neck, 
in  Viiginia,  represents,  that,  during  the  stay  of  the 
British  in  the  Rappahannock  rirer,  in  VirgLoia, 
they  destroyed,  in  one  of  their  incursimis,  his 
dwelling-house,  &c.,  which  were  at  the  time  oc- 
cupied ny  the  militia ;  and  that  he  bdieres  this 
destrnction  was  solely  caused  by  the  fact  of  the 
buildings  having  been  used  for  militarypurposes. 
For  this  loss  he  prays  compensation.  The  com- 
mittee report  against  his  petition.] 

Mr.  Gabhbtt,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  revene 
the  report,  so  as  to  declare  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  ought  to  be  granted. 

On  this  motion  s  smart  debate  took  plaee  he- 


H.  orR. 

tween  Mr.  OABNnr  on  one  side,  and  Mr.  Wii^ 
LiAHs,  of  North  Carolina^  on*  the  other;  which 
resulted  in  the  rejection' of  Mr.  Oarnett's  mo- 
tion, by  a  considerable  majority,  and  the  final 
concurroice  in  the  cniginu  report  of  ^e  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  the  levy 
court  of  Calvert  county,  Maryland,  who  ask  in* 
demnification  for  tlu  loss  of  the  courthmtse  of  the 
county,  destroyed  b^fire  by  the  BriUsb  during  the 
late  virar  in  consequence  of  its  having  been  oecn* 
pied  fnr  military  purposes. 

Blr.  Mbalb,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  reverse  tiie 
report,  so  as  to  declare  that  the  p^ition  is  teason- 
aUe  and  ought  to  be  granted  ;*  and  supported  hia 
motion  with  much  eamestnem.  He  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Bhitb,  of  Maryland,  and  (wpoaed  by  B(r. 
wiluAmb,  the  chairman  of  the  Commit^,  of 
Claims. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  negatived  fa][  61  votes 
to  49,  and  the  original  report  concurred  in  by  the 
same  majority.  I 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS., 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsioeht  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  Haute  of  SepreienttUivee.- 

lo  cot^rmity  with  a  lawlouoa-  of  the  8eost«  of  the 
S8th  of  iannary,  lB19t  I  communicate  herewith  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  the  report  of  the  Com- 
ousrioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  rs^aired  ^  that 
resolution.  ' 

JAMES  MQNROB. 

VfltkisBTos,  Hov,  S3, 18S0.' 
Ta  the  Pretident  ofth*  Dnifed  Staitt.- 

Sib:  The  sipBoditores  on  aceoniit  of  tbs  centra 
building  of  lh«  O«pitol,  from  October  1.  1819,  to  the 
SOdi  of  September,  1820,  as  far  as  regular  vouehois 
have  been  received,  amount  to  one  hundred  and 
twentj-seven  thODsand  three  hnodreil  and  niuetj-siz 
dallan  and  fourteen  cents.  For  the  progress  made  in 
this  building,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the 
Architect,  a  copy  of  which,  msrked  A,  is  Konezod. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  mort  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

8AHUEL  LANE, 
Cemmitdaiut  o/PutUe  BuUiing*, 

A. 

Wabbihotom,  Nov.  19, 1830. 

Sib:  At  the  dose  of  the  sessoa  for  active  opera- 
tions, I  present  a  statement  of  the  proceediiigs  for  Uta 
pest  yetr,  and  of  the  progresa  made  on  the  Capitol  of 
the  United  States.  • 

The  alterations  snd  improveinenls  soggestad  ibr  the 
Hepresnatatives'.Roem  and  Braala  Chamber  have  been 
effucted  within  the  amount  of  the  estfanated  ezpensa. 
Considerable  progress  has  also  been  made  in  rego- 
Uting  and  improvitig  the  grounds:  the  planting  of 
trees  and  shrubbery  will  be  continued  while  the  wea- 
ther will  permit. 

The  work  on  the  centre  of  the  Cspitol  has  been 
nrged  on  with  as  much  force  end  despatch  as  the  aolid 
nstare  of  its  construction  would  allow.  The  citwrnal 
walk  of  the  wast  pKtJeetioa,  and  the  greater  part  «f 
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tbm  intflxiMl  mill  oraaaetod  willi  then,  hsve  b*wi 
niMd  to  the  height  coDteoipletetl  in  tho  eetimato  f$t 
the  year.  The  roof  ii  ruied  on  the  north  fleiA  of  the 
•entM,  end  that  6>t  Uw  Mnith  flank  ia  prepared,  but 
hM  been  prewtted  from  being  put  on  by  the  in- 
clMDan^  Of  the  weather  in  (Mober,  and  by  an  an- 
wnal  Mcknees  among  the  workmen.  The  wall  of  the 
eut  front  ia  not  raiaed  aa  lugh  aa  was  expected,  from 
an  opinion  that  it  would  be  more  advisable  that  the 
inner  walle  of  the  great  rotanda  dioold  be  carried  on 
at  the  aame  time,  for  the  porpoae  of  making  a  more 
equal  beaitaff,  and  jMreanag  more  regularly  on  the 
finuidatiM.  The  widb  of  the  rotrad*  have  aeeord- 
ingly  been  aamaenced,  end  give  an  oi^ortnidty  of 
dewing  the  atyle  and  manner  in  whiidi  it  wiM  be  fla- 
iled. Although  a  portioD  of  the  labor  haa  bean  dif- 
fiuently  bestowed  from  what  wee  fitat  conlonpliled, 
yet  it  ie  belteved  that  it  will  appear  that  the -change 
waa  judicionai  and  that  as  muoh  pnq(reea  has  bem 
Btade  in  the  work  as  was  promised  or  eipected  ;  that 
it  haa  been  done  with  ecMuwny  ;  and  that  the  eipeiMe 
has  been  kept  within  the  estimates. 
Respectfiuily  admitted  by  your  obadieot  aernnt, 
CHARLES  BULnNOH. 

ArehUeet  Ctmiiot  V,  S, 
Saxuil  Laxb,  Etq^  Commtastmcr,  4«- 
The  Message  «nd  rratnt  haTiBg  been  read,  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CORSTI- 
TUTIOII. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolioa, 
the  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Smith^  also,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  motion,  suhmitted  hy  him,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of^the 
tJnitM  Slates,  as  it  coneenu  the  election  of  Elec- 
tors of  the  Present  and  Vice  Preddent  of  the 
United  States. 

The  resc^Dtion  having  been  lead — 

Mr.  S^HiTB,  declining  entering  into  any  argu- 
ment in  support  of  the  proposition,  on  which  nis 
Tie^n  had  been  fiilly  expressed  at  the  last  session, 
said,  he  had  osUed  up  the  qoe^oa  at  this  early 
day,  in  the  hope  tliat  an  expression  of  the  ofH&ioa 
of  the  House  on  the  subject  might  be  obtained  at 
this  session.  He  added  a  few  other  remarks.  Thie 
Hotise  and  the  Senate,  he  said,  were  not,  he  begged 
gentlemen  to  remember,  the  last  resort  on  wis 
question.  Alt  that  was  asked  of  them  was,  to  al- 
low the  question  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  of 
the  United  Statesj  as  represented  in  the  several 
State  L^islatures,  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
whom  was  necessary  to  anction  the  ast.  If  two- 
durda  of  the  pei^e  were  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
moit,  it  ooffht  to  take  ptece ;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  deemed  the  rinnge  inexpedient,  they  would 
aay  so,  and  die  proposition  woold  of  coarse  fall  to 
the  groand. 

Mr.  OvGRSTRB&T,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  following  clause,  by  strikiag  out  the 
words  therein  which  are  printed  tn  Halie: 

"The  Electors*  when  eoaTened,-at  the  time  and 
^•ce  prescribed  by  law  for  the  pnrpbse  of  voting  for 
Pieudent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
Aall  Aotw  jNNMr,iB  case  any  of  them  dull  &il  to  attend. 
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to  Aomn  an  Eleotor,  or  Eteelasa,  m  jhm  ef  hinir  or 
them,  so  failing  to  attend." 

The  object  of  Mr.  O.  was,  that  there  should  be 
a  oertain  uniformity  on  this  point,  as  w^  as  in 
others  embraced  by  the  proposed  amendment  to 
the  Constitution. 

After  a  iew  words  in  reply  from  Mr.  Shitb, 
the  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Oterstreet's  mo- 
tioQ,  and  decided  m  the  negative. 

The  Connjaittee  then  rase,  and,  without  further 
debate,  reported  the  resolution  without  amead- 
ment 

Mr.  Rbid,  of  Georgia,  then  moved,  with  a  -view 
to  allow  further  time  for  reflection  on  the  8ubiec^ 
to  lay  the  resolve  on  the  table ;  which  motion 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  vote  of  67  to  M; 
and  the  resoWe  was  laid  on  the  table. 


TcEsuAY,  November  28. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Yorit,  Jamh 
Gut  OH,  junior,  appeared  aad  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  SiMEiMe  ineseated  a  ncnorial  of  aundiy  in- 
hAlHtantB  of  the  uppor  oonntry  of  the  StiAe 
South  CaKdina ;  auo,  a  memorial  of  the  inhahii- 
ants  of  the  district  of  Abbeville  in  that  State,  in 
opposition  to  any  increase  of  the  present  tariff  of 
duties  on  imports,  by  way  of  protection  to  :4* 
manafiMturiiig  interest  of  the  country ;  which 
memwials  woe  referred  to  tbe  Committee. «ii 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  LowNOES  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitanu  of  the  ifisirict  of  Cohimlna,  praying 
for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  for  a  pesi- 
itentiary^  and  the  estaUishntent  .of  a  system  «ff 
penitentiary  juiisprudeBoe  witkm  thesaid  Distriot; 
which  was  r^'erred  to  the  Ctmunittee  for  the  !>>»• 
triot  of  Columbia. 

OnraotwaofMr.  CAWtoii,  the  biU  of  the  bat 
seasiottj  to  provide  for  clothing  the  militia  wkm 
called  into  actual  service  waa  taken  vp,  and  re- 
crannitted  ta  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse. 

Mr.  CiMfaaix,  from  «fae  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  Cbf 
the  relief  of  the  legal  reiireaentaxiTcs  of  Hentr 
Willis,  deemed;  and 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee  m- 
ported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hunsingor; 
which  bills  were  severally  twice  read  and  c«&> 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tylew,  the  Committee  m 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into -the  ex- 
pediency of  altering  the  Richmond  ccdlection  dis- 
trict, so  as  to  make  the  saoke  extend  from  Bermudn 
Hundred  to  the  mouth  of  Chickahomony  river, 
including  the  shorn  of  James  rircr,  on  the  north, 
as  fkr  as  mtid-ehanael. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stromo,  of  New  York,  tbe 
Postmaster  General  was  direetied  to  r^mrt,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  this  Honse,  a  list,  if  any,  of  mai 
contractors  who  are  at  tJte  same  tia^  poabnastm 
and  the  contpenaatiott  of  such  etntrnoton  an* 
postmasters,  designating  the  State  or  Tenritoiy  in 
wbich  they  respectively  reside. 

Mr.  Stevens  submitted  the  followii^  motiaa : 

itflfsAM^  That  the  Connittee  on  Pidilic  Laa^  be 
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dnCMd  to  loquln  and  raport  whether,  io  A«ir  «piu- 
ion,  the  pnblio  good  rcqairw  thtt  «  timet  of  hud  be 
■orreyed  toA  ftppropmtcd  for  hying  %  md  from  the 
north  bonndiry  fine  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  Detroit 
-ID  a  i^tcs  moet  oODvenieot  for  that  ptupoee,  and  alio 
fuffiaeat  to  pa;  for  woriuog  the  eame ;  and  be  further 
direoted,  if  in  their  opinioa  laeh  anumwintioB  woald 
be  of  public  atili^,  to  report  a  bill  for  that  perpoee. 

Mr.  S.  made  a  few  obserTBtions  to  show  the 
■tiJitf  and  expediency  of  the  object  contemirfBt- 
ed  by  hia  motion ;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANttBRSON,  the  report  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  from  tiK  Sccidary  of 
die  TfCMirr,  transBBitting  (puTsaaat  to  a  resola- 
tion  of  the  Senate,  of  3d  of  April,  1820,)  a  state- 
inent  of  numer  aDnmliy  appropriated,  and  paid, 
nnee  the  Deelaratira  of  Indcpendfinee,  fax  jpar- 
cfaasing  from  the  Indians,  sarreying,  and  selling, 
the  paolic  lands ;  showing,  as  near  as  may  be,  the 

Soantities  of  land  which  have  been  purchased ; 
lie  number  df  acres  which  have  been  suireycd; 
the  number  s<dd,  and  the  number  which  remain 
unsold ;  the  amount  of  sales,  the  amount  of  for- 
feilores,  the  sums  paid  by  purchasers,  and  the 
sums  due  from  puretnserB,  and  tnm  reeeiTen  in 
tech  land  distriet — was  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  this  Hoose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storbb, 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorj 
Department  be  directed  to  communicate  to  this 
House  the  amount  of  moneys  drawn- from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  by  the  War  and 
Nary  Departments,  respectively,  from  the  30th 
day  of  December,  1819,  to  the  iSthdayof  Norem- 
ber  instant,  designating  the  amount  orawn  under 
each  respmtire  appropriation,  together  with  an 
account  vf  any  transfers,  which  may  have  been 
made  at  the  Treasury  during  the  last  recess  of 
Congress,  from  one  appropriation  to  any  other; 
and,  also,  the  a^;regate  amount  of  payments 
made  during  the  same  period  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  as  agent  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments,  respectirely,  on  warrants  drawn  by 
the  said  De[nrtments  on  the  Treasurer  as  sruch 
agent,  desiznating  the  amount  of  payments  made 
under  eacE  head  of  appropriation,  respectiTely, 
daring  the  same  period. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  claims  to  military 
bounty  land,  for  services  rendered  during  the 
late  war  which  remain  unsatisGed ;  the  aggregate 
amount  of  acres  necessary  to  satisfy  those  claims; 
and  the  time  when  the  lands  will  be  ready  to  be 
distributed  among  the  respective  claimants. 

The  Sfeaeur  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
list  of  balances  m  the  books  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Auditors,  which  have  remained  due  more 
than  three  yean  prior  to  the  30th  September,  1830 ; 
a  list  of  stwh  penona  as  hare  failed  to  render  their 
aeoounts  to  niA  auditon  witbin  the  year ;  uid  a 
list  of  advances  made  fwior  to  the  3d  March,  1809, 
the  War  Dqiartonent,  and  which  lemained  to 
be  aoeouot^  ibr  on  the  books  of  the  Thicd  Aih 


ditor ;  which  letter  and  aecompanying  documenta 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

JACOB  SHAFER. 

The  House,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  B.  Smith, 
of  Virginia,  went  into  a  Committee  of  ike  Wh<^ 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Prirate  Land 
Claim^  made  at  the  last  session,  un&voraUe  to 
the  petition  of  Jacob  Sfaafer  to  be  confirmed  ia 
his  claims  to  certain  lands. 

Mr.  Ballard  Smith  nuiTed  to  reverse  the  de- 
cision of  that  select  committee,  and  declare  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner,  to  a  certain  extent  speci- 
fied, sach  an  one  as  ought  to  be  granted ;  mUeh 
motion  he  supported  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Campbell,  chairman  of  the  select  commit- 
tee, opposed  the  motion,  and  maintained  the  juit- 
tice  of  the  reporL 

Mr.  Smith  rejoined ;  and,  the  question  being 
taken,  the  motion  to  amend  die  report  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  Comoiittee  then  rose,  and  the  report  was 

confirmed  by  the  House. 

VACCINE  iNsrmmoN. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ken^  next  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Managers  of  the  Na- 
tional Vaccine  Institutitm. 

I  Considerable  time  was  spent  in  the  details  of 
I  this  bill ;  in  amendiof  which,  Mr.  Foot  and  Mr. 
J  Kent  took  the  chief  part  j  after  which,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  the  amendments 
agreed  to ;  when  the  question  was  taken  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  en^ossed  and  read  a  third  time, 
and  was  decided  m  the  affirmative — yeas  51, 
nays  44. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrot,  also 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  Uie  Wliole,  and 
being  reported  to  the  House,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossea  for  a  third  reading. 

LOAN  OF  MUNITIONS. 
Mr.  FoRREar  submitted  the  following,  to  wit : 
Whereas  It  appears,  by  a  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of 
War,  dated  the  13th  day  of  February,  1820,  made  in 
pursoance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represeut- 
ativ'ei,  that  hirge  loans  of  powder  and  lead,  maottions 
of  the  United  States,  were  made  to  prirate  persons  by 
the  Ordnance  depaitment: 

Therefore,  resolved,  that  a  eeleet  eonmittee  be  ap- 
pointed to  ioqnlia  and  report  to  this  Hoase,  by  whom 
the  said  loans  were  made ;  and  by  -^btt  aothori^ ; 
why  the  aane  was  not  reclaimed  at  the  expiration  of 
tho  loan  ;  what  time  the  said  loans  were  reported  to 
tha  bead  of  the  department,  and,  if  a  loss  ahouk)  be 
SBitained,  how  far,  and  to  whom  ia  the  responnbilit^ 
attached  for  such  low.  And,  ftirther,  to  rqiort  the 
proper  mode  of  proceeding  fitrthwith  against  aneb  d»- 
linqnent  or  delinqaenls,  for  the  recovery  of  tha  HOMk 

Mr.  Lowndes  had  not  the  smallest  objectian  to 
the  proposed  inquiry;  on  the  contrary,  he  «■§ 
willing  It  should  have  the  widest  poswile  scope 
that  ahoold  be  deaded  necessary }  bat  he  snggeit- 
^  to  the  mover.^  improprietjr  of  piefixinjg  to  the 
motitn  a  preamble  which  afiumed  certain  &rte 
bdbre  they  were  aaeertained  to  exist   The  adop- 
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tion  oi  preamblei  \ras  also  at  variaDce  wiih  the 
pncUce  of  the  House,  and,  he  belieroi,  iacon- 
aKtent  ^th  some  ot  the  rales  of  the  House ;  and, 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  sach  a  modification 
of  the  motion  as  he  had  souses  ted  it  should  as- 
■ame,  he  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  until 
to-mwrow ;  which  course  wa»  aneoted  to  bjr  Mr. 
FoBHEST,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table 
accordingly. 


Wednesday,  November  39. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for'  the 
location  of  land  warrants  issued  to  the  Virginia 
State  regiments  for  services  during  the  Revdu- 
tionary  war,  on  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands 
in  the  tract  reserved  in  the  State  of  Ohio  for  satis- 
fying the  warrants  to  the  Vi^inia  State  line  on 
.  Continental  Establishment. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution : 
Bemthtd,  Hut  tfw  CtMBinittM  on  th«  Public  Landi 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedteney  of  mdtiug 
mamt  proviuon  whereby  the  ictaal  letUen  on  the  pab- 
lie  lands,  who  settled  previous  to  the  lat  of  July,  1620, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  preference  in  becoming  the  par* 
chMers  of  a  apecifiad  qaantity,  bo  as  to  embrace  uetr 
iBiproTement^  at  sneh  price  as  may  be  deemed  ezpe- 
dieoU 

The  resolation  was  read,  and  the  question  was 
taken.  Will  the  House  agree  thereto?  and  deter- 
mined in  the  n^ative. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whol^  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  concerning  navigation,  and  to  re- 
peal the  act  concerning  navigation,  passed  A^il 
ISth,  181^  were  discharged  from  ^e  consideration 
thereof  and  it  was  ^tponed  indefinitdr. 

The  engrossed  Intl  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas 
Janrot  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  the  question 
pbeing  put  on  its  passage,  it  was  decided  in  the 
nenitive,  and  the  bill  rejected. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  cause  astroncMnical  observations  to  be 
made,  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  from  some  known  meri- 
dian in  Europe,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  in  support 
of  it  by  Mti  Folger,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
lor  a  third  reading,  after  a  division,  in  which  65 
members,  being  a  decided  majority  of  those  pre- 
aent,  voted  for  it. 

_  The  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  providing  for 
■ick  and  disabled  seamen,  and  for  establishing 
navy  hospitals,  coming  next  in  order,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  SMiTHjof  filaryland,  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  ana  Means. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Seward  (for  re- 
ninding  to  him  the  pnrchase-money  paid  for  land 
bought  from  the  United  Sutes,  which  it  has  been 
decided  in  a  court  of  law  that  the  Government  bad 
no  right  to  sell,  and  also  the  cost  of  defending  his 
title  to  the  same)  passed  before  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  being  supported  by  Mr.  Ross,  of 
Obio,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engmsed  for  a  third 
reading. 


NoTuinB,  18S0. 


The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Conunit* 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bdl  for  the  r^ef  of  Per- 
hey  Keyes  and  Jason  Fairbaaka.  [This  bill  pro- 
poses to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Tfeasury 
to  cancel  a  certain  bond  given  by  the  peisons  above 
named  as  security  for  Paymaster  Whittlesey,  a 
pavmasttt  of  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  their  giving  a  bond  in  a  different 
form — ^the  object  being  (o  enable  them  to  foreclose 
a  mortgage  against  the  property  of  Whittlesey,  in 
order  to  indemnify  them  for  the  payment  of  a  bal- 
ance of  four  or  five  thousand  dollars  due  from 
Whittlesey  to  the  Government.] 

The  object  of  the  bill  having  been  explained  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Trimble  it  was. reported  to  the  House,  and  order- 
ed, without  objection,  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
l^al  represeotatives  of  Henry  Willis,  passed 
tlmHigh  a  Committee  of  the  Wliole:  and,  after 
some  debate  on  amendments  proposed  to  it,  was 
ordered  to  be  engnwsed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elias  Parks,  n^de  aotpM 
progress  therein,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

REGULATION  OF  IMPORTS. 

The  House  resdved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  further  to  regulate  the 
entry  of  iperchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  any  adjacent  territory,"  reported  at 
the  last  session. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  explained  the  circum- 
stances which  had  appeared  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  render  the  passage  of  the  bill 
nectary— the  practice  of  amuggling  on  wrts  of 
die  line  between,  the  United  States  and  Canada 
having  increased  to  a  degree  which  called  for  the 
counteracting  provisions  embraced  by  the  bill, 
which  had  been  prqnred  with  great  care  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  was  supposed  to  be  sufficient  for  ib 
object, 

Mr.  Tracy  conceived  the  bill  would  be  super- 
fluous on  the  statute  book,  as  all  its  essential  pro- 
visions were  already  in  force  in  the  existing  revenue 
laws;  to  show  which  be  entered  into  aa  exami- 
nation of  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  compared 
with  those  in  the  bill  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Trimble  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  supposing 
it  possible  that  it  might  have  a  tei^ency  to  pre- 
vent smuggliuf,  and  being  certain  that  it  would 
not  have  a  tendency  to  increase  it.  He  said,  how- 
ever, that  the  dexterity  of  smu^lers  was  not  very 
easy  to  be  defeated  or  countnaeted.  His  object, 
however,  in  rising,  was  to  inquire  whether  some 
additional  provisions  were  not  necessary  for  the 
prevention  of  smuggling  on  the  Southern  frontier, 
the  temptations  to  which  had  been  of  lato  much 
increased  by  the  heavy  additional  tonnage  duty  on 
French  vesselfl. 

Mr.  Smfth,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  it  was  pos- 
;  Bible  that^  since  this  bill  was  prepared  at  the  last 
session,  circumstances  might  have  made  additional 
fwoii^Mis  necessary.  With  the  view  to  the  enm- 
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iutiOB  of  this  point,  on  motion  of  Mr.  S.,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  z^ortcd  prognBs,  and  the  bill 
ms  Keommttted  to  the  Ctmimitlee  of  Wajrt  and 
Means. 


TaoadDAY,  Norember  30. 

Two  other  members  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts  Ezeciel  Wbit- 
■Aif,  and  from  Georgia  William  Tebrill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
37tb  section  of  the  act,  entiUed  "An  act  regtilating 
the  Post  Office  EstaUishment,"  passed  Ue  30tE 
day  of  April,  1810,  as  to  nquire  the  PostmastM^ 
Goieral,  m  any  contract  he  nuty  enter  into  for  the 
coareyanee  of  the  nail,  to  sti|mlate  with  the  per- 
aon  vith  whom  such  contract  is  to  be  made  to 
carry  newspapers,  marines,  and  pamj^ets,  other 
Aaa  tho»  conveyed  in  the  matt 

Mr.  Walkbr  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

'  Sa^std,  Tia.\  the  Cotnmitteo  on  Rsvolntioocr; 
PearioDa  ba  ioitrnctcd  to  inquire  into  th«  sipediency 
of  proTiding,  by  Imw,  for  placing  on  Um  penuon  list 
such  persons  as  bav«,  or  may  hereafter  apply  for  pen- 
sions QQdar  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  16th  of  March, 
181B,  end  UtofMay,  18S0,  who  may  net  be  found  on 
the  rolls  of  the  respective  States  in  whkh  they  enlisted, 
bat  who,  nerertheleM,  may  be  able  to  addupe  Mttsfae- 
tory  proo(  by  their  own  oath  or  other  leatiioony,  that 
diay  did  aetre  on  the  CaotiBental  EstaUts^Mot  in  the 
RerolDtiooary  war. 

Mr.  Waueeb  made  a  number  of  remarks  in 
ikror,  and  exj^anatory  of  the  object  of  hia  motion ; 
and,  the  question  being  put  on  agreeing  to  theres- 
dutioo,  It  was  nwatired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankiit,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  inetmcted  to  Inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  ehan^iojg;  the  time  of  holding  the 
district  court  of  MissisBtppi.  from  the  first  Mondays 
in  May  and  December,  to  tne  first  Mondays  in  Jan- 
nary  and  July. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cabe,  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  such  infn- 
mation  as  he  may  possess,  or  can  obtain,  relatire 
to  the  annual  amount  of  the  fees  of  the  clerks,  dis- 
trict attMDcy^  and  marshals,  of  the  respectire 
courts  of  the  United  States,  the  amount  of  whose 
fees  do  not  appear  in  the  "register  of  officers  in 
the  serrice  m  the  United  States:"  and  also  the 
annual  amowkt  of  the  fees  naTal  officers,  collec- 
tors, and  surveyors  of  the  customs,  of  the  respect- 
ire  ports  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phblfs,  Uie  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States  was  directed  to  report  to 
this  House  the  names  of  those  persons  who  were 
indebted  to  hia  department  on  the  Slst  day  of  De- 
cember, 1816,  and  the  amount  then  due  from  each 
person ;  also  Ae  names  of  those  whc^  since  that 
tiibe  hare  beeomer  and  were  indebted  to  that  de- 
partment on  the  30th  day  of  December  last,  and 
the  amount  then  due  from  each  person. 

Engrossed  bill*  of  the  ftdlowing  titles,  to  wit: 
An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Perley  Keyes  and  Jason 
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Fairbanks ;  and  an  act  to  anwnd  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  fpr  the  relief  of  the  legal  represetttatires 
of  Henry  Willis,"  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Sew- 
ard was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  (able, 
to  allow  further  time  to  examine  the  principle  it 
contained,  doubting  whether  it  had  any  example 
in  the  practice  of  theGoTernmeiit  relative  to  grants. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rosa,  and  neg- 
atived— yeas  57,  nays  63. 

Considerable  debate  then  followed,  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  in  which  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Baldwin  and  Linn,  and  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Amdbbbon.  Rosa,  and  BnusHi  and  which  ended 
by  laying  tne  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lihv,  on  the 
table. 

The  engrossed  resolution  to  authnizethe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  necessary 
observations  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  longitude 
of  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
third  time;  and,  af^  an  unsuccessful  motion 
Mr.  CocKB  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  carried 
-^eas  61,  nays  45;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrrace. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storbs. 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Elias  Parks,  which  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and,  after  a  few  remarks  bjr  Mr. 
Stobrs  in  fevor,  and  by  Mr.  Williams  aoTerae 
to  tbe  bill,  it  ms  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  readmg. 

Mr.  Rosa,  who  voted  yesterday  against  the  blU 
for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrot,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  same,  with  a  view  to  recommit  it  for 
amendment.  And  tbe  question  to  reconsider  tbe 
vote  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  vote  of 
53  to  47.  The  bill  was  then  recmnmitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

THE  TARIFF  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  Committee' on  Manu- 
factures, to  which  have  been  ^pf"™*  ^  memo- 
rials of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  in  Maine, 
and  of  tbe  merchants  and  others  of  Richmond,  in 
Virginia,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Manubctures,  to  whom  have 
been  referred  the  petitions  of  sondry  iubebitants  of 
Belfast,  in  Maine,  end  tbe  merchanU  sod  others  of 
Riehmond,  in  Virginia,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  general  object  of  theee  petitions  is  to  r«- 
monetrate  against  the  passage  ottbe  bills  which  were 
reported  to  Ibis  Hoass  at  their  last  session,  to  regalsle 
the  duties  on  imports  and  for  other  purposes  ;  to  regu- 
late tbe  payment  of  duties  on  imported  merehandiM ; 
and  impoeing  a  duty  on  eeiee  at  sdcUod.  As  neither 
of  these  bills  are  now  depeoding  before  either  House 
of  the  Legislature,  but  have  been  either  ei[maely  or 
virtually  rejected,  it  would,  in  an  ordinary  cas^  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  anewcr  to  tbe  psUtions  to  say  that 
their  object  bad  besa  alrsady  aeeompUshad.  It  might 
loo  be  deemed ptengtnraiasceaiBiUes<tfthisHonss» 
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to  wbOBt  Ihtu  lubjMte  bod  beOD  refnmd  at  the  pre- 
■out  oeMioD,  ud  who  may  feel  it  thoir  dot;  to  niiort 
•n  MBM  of  IkeM  WUi,  HmilKr  in  Aair  tmiancj  to 
thoee  of  the  Uet,  to  make  aoy  reitott  on  the  malton 
embraced  in  these  petitioni,  aalil  the  cooiniittee  had 
agreed  on  recommending  eomethiDg  for  adoption. 
Bat  there  ucina  to  the  eommittce  to  be,  in  these  peli- 
tioaa,  aometbiog  of  a  character  perfectly  noTel,  intro* 
duced  in  a  manner,  it  is  believed,  so  toullj  unprece- 
dented in  the  legislative  hi«tory  of  the  coontiy,  aa  well 
as  inconsistent  with  the  respect  dae  to  the  representa- 
tives <rf  the  nation,  that  it  ieftlt  to  he  a  duty  to  notice 
diem  now. 

In  alhiding  to  the  fbregolng  btlls,  the  petitioners 
from  Bettast  assert,  tbet  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  deben- 
tore,  the  abolition  of  drawbaeks,  formed  a  part  of  the 
syalem  of  those  bills,  and  depict  in  glowing  eolors  the 
rainons  effiMts  on  the  oomnerco  of  the  conntiy,  whidi 
would  result,  tboqgb  they  make  no  direct  imputation 
•f  any  intention. 

The  Richmond  memorial  is  more  explidt,  as  the 
Boose  will  observe  from  the  Mlowing  extract :  *'  In 
the  neit  piece,  letne  iaqvire  into  the  jnstkeud  poli- 
^  of  the  prohibitory  eysteni  noommended  Iqr  tba  ad- 
TONtes  of  iftlemal  maDuboluiH,  who  nay  be  viewed, 
iDdeod,  lesa  u  the  advoeatea  of  nuumftctnrts,  than  as 
the  enemies  to  foreign  commerce  and  navigation ;  fi>r, 
to  what  other  purpose  can  they  bavc  introdooed  the 
biUs  to  repeil  drawbacks  on  exportations,  and  to  abol- 
iA.  the  credits  girai  on  duties,  but  to  assail  our  com- 
merce in  the  most  vital  manner,  and  eventually  to 
destroy  it  1" 

In  cenndering  Uwse  auctions  of  the  pstitioD,  the 
commitl«e  CmI  great  regret  in  being  oompelled  to  say, 
that  they  are  atterly  nusnpported  by  fact,  and  contra* 
dieted  by  the  bills  nferred  to,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  subject  of  drawbacks.  The  preaeot  system  of 
drawbacks  and  debenture  was,  in  all  its  parts,  retained 
in  both  the  bills  called  the  Tariff  and  Cash  Payment, 
and  in  the  latter  new  provisions  inserted,  which  were 
intended  and  coiculatcd  to  afibrd  new  and  great  facili- 
ties to  the  re-export  trade  of  the  eoantry.  The  lan- 
guage of  both  bills  waa  clear,  exiriidt,  and,  to  mlnda 
disposed  to  examine  at  all,  capable  of  no  miaconstnic- 
tion.  One  bill  wss  reported  in  Jannary,  tiw  odier  in 
U ordi  last.  Beth  ware  printed  by  the  order  ef  the 
House ;  they  excited  genecU  intersat  ^roeghoot  the 
nation;  were  pnbliahed ;  laborioady  and  fully  diseoss. 
ed,  and  woald  seem,  on  the  subject  of  drawbacks,  as 
little  open  to  any  miseonoeption  as  any  meastires  ever 
brought  before  the  public.  How  it  has  happened  that 
those  whe  are  so  much'  alive  to  these  measures,  who 
indulge  fears  that  they  would  prove  fatal  to  commerce, 
•Srienkurr,  and  revenae,  should  have  been  so  pro- 
foundly ignorant  of  their  natnre,  ie  to  the  committee 
most  inconceivable.  Respect  for  the  petitioners  ferbida 
the  imputation  of  any  other  motive. 

It  is  to  bo  expected  that  opinions  will  be  variant  as 
to  the  operatiwis  of  important  measures ;  friends  msy 
be  too  saognine  as  to  Uieir  good,  ennnies  too  eaailj 
alarmed  about  their  bad  effects ;  there  must  be  free- 
dom in  their  discQseion,  both  as  to  their  tenden^, 
lha  piindplea«a  whidi  they  are  aoppMted,  aa  well  aa 
die  motives  of  thdr  adnienles.  Thoee  who  are  in- 
terested have  a  right  to  speak,  by  petition  or  remon- 
strance to  their  repiesentatives,  in  plsin,  strang,'and 
even  bold  language.  This  rif^t  is,  and  onglu  to  be, 
sacred  in  a  Repabtie,  even  without  the  guarantee  of  the 
OoHtHtttieQ.  OppMitIoBfefth»BKMt  decided  natua. 


maat  net  only  be  expeettd,  hot  ahonld  be  wii&ed,  by 
tbe  friMida  each  -  measurea,  as  the  only  mode  by 
iriucb  their  propriety  and'expedientgr  eosid  be  in  the 
first  instance  aaeertdncd,  and  by  which  CongrsM* 
would  avoid  the  adoption  of  crude  and  ill-advised  onae> 
As  to  the  policy  of  the  bills  referred  to,  the  committee 
forbear  as  well  the  expression  of  any  i^union,  as  an 
examination  of  the  reasons  urged  against  their  adop- 
tion. Should  it  b«  deemed  their  duty  to  ofier  thorn, 
or  any  of  them,  to  the  House,  the  occasion  will  be 
fairly  presented  to  test  the  soundnesses  the  objections, 
urged  in  the  petitions  with  much  zeal  and  no  little 
foeling.  But  we  cannot  withhold  tfie  expression  of 
oar  opinion,  that  it  derogates  from  the  respect  diu  to 
this  House ;  that,  liy  abasing,  it  may  impair  the  sa- 
cred right  of  petition  and  remonstrance,  to  eithn' 
ignorantJy  or  wilfully  misrepresent  the  proeeedinge 
of  any  branch  of  the  OoTerument.  It  prevents  the 
fair  and  legitimate  action  of  public  opinion,  deeeivee 
and  mialeada  the  people,  by  direeting  their  attention 
Inm  what  is  naUy  ptopoaad  tcr  be  adopted,  to  |tea- 
tome  whidi  exist  only  in  the  fears  and  igneranee  of 
thoee  who  raise  them.  It  is  not  for  the  committee  to 
impute  it  as  intentional ;  but  when  misrepresentation 
exists  and  spreads,  its  source  becomes  immaterial ;  in 
its  effects,  it  equally  tends  to  poison  and  in0ame  the 
minds  of  the  people,  excites  causeless  alarms,  and 
creates  an  unfair,  ungenerous  hostility,  which  woufd 
not  exist,  if  the  subject  were  candidly  itateil  and  fairly 
explained. 

Few  cases  ever  occar  wfaiefa  eovld  mere  deerl^  Aow 
the  bad  consequencm  ef  this  perversion  and  muatala- 
ment  of  tbe  proceedings  of  the  National  I<^islatttft. 
The  aesertion  by  some,  and  the  belief  by  many,  ttiat 
it  wss  a  part  of  the  system  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufseturea  at  the  Isst  session,  to  aboUsh 
the  right  of  debenture  and  tbe  whole  system  of  draw- 
backs, would  naturally  create  great  alarm  in  all  the 
commercial  parts  of  the  nation.  If  true,  it  wouM  joe- 
tify  their  maat  active  oppoaition :  the  firiends  ef  eon- 
meree  might  feirly  say,  that  its  deatrootien  was  a  lead- 
ing, if  not  avowed  o6jeet;  lh»  fedinga  of  the  pao^ 
would  be'jaat^  rcnued,  and  eonv^fod  la  the  Legtda- 
twe  in  tiie  strong,  if  not  indignant  voice  of  these  who, 
foding  themselves  aoniled  in  their  OMst  vital  mtevcit, 
would  act  in  self-defence  in  repelling  an  injury-  The 
Houae  can  well  jodge  of  the  boret  of  paUio  indigna- 
tion which  would  have  been  called  forth  bad  tboae 
bills  ooatained  the  provisions  attributed,  when  their  ex- 
istence only  in  tbe  fancy  and  groundless  fears  of  the 
petitioners  hsve  justified  them,  in  their  own  minds,  in 
their  petitions  addressed  to  this  Honse,  in  assailing 
the  motives  and  intentbna  of  one  of  your  oommitteea. 
Had  the  petiUoners  understood  thrae  bills,  bad  they 
known  that  they  did  not  abolish  or  restrict,  but  re- 
tained, extended,  and  offered  new  subjecu  to  the  pres- 
ent system  of  drawbacks :  provided  a  new  and  more 
enlarged  one,  leaving  it  at  uie  option  of  tbe  merchant 
to  avail  himicif  of  eiUier  ;  not  prohibiting,  bot  enconr- 
aging,  the  exportation  of  foreign  piodoce,  not  by  add- 
ing new,  bat  removing  exiating  impedimente ;  th«% 
ao  for  fmn  deatroyiag,  aiding,  and  oariating  tliie  ib- 
pwiant  branch  of  a  great  national  interest,  the  cob- 
mittee  indulge,  if  not  the  belief,  at  leaat  tbe  hope,  that 
a  tone  would  have  been  given  to  puUic  feeling  difier- 
ent  from  what  is  expressed  in  the  s|nrit  of  these  peti- 
tions. When  a  committee,  on  their  responsibility  to 
the  House,  recommends,  when  Uie  House,  on  its  re- 
^asibility  to  the  nation,  adopts,  a  system  which  ie 
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Miewd  to  be  e«U«4  (m-  the  ymbtie  mrigeiNliH,  it  ia 
kofwd  that  it  u  not  ezpactin^  too  nacli  from  tboM 
1^  complaio,  thtt  Otaj  will  view  then  as  the 
Mt  of  an  iBdnidoal,  bst  of  a  poMiebody  of  bigbtniit, 
irikBOa  —tin  oaght  aok  to  be  queitioiiM,  at  leaat  not 
witiMiit  mo  tte  eoler  of  tmth ;  whooe  cendMt.  mo- 
tjvea,  paUic  and  roaorM  acta,  iboold  not  b«  murap- 
Msentod  ;  that  it  may  be  hdd  NaponaiUa  A>r  Ua  own 
eondact  only,  not  for  what  ezitta  not  bat  in  the  min da 
of  tboae  who  create,  then  ao  feelingly  deprecate,  their 
hnaginaiy  grievencea ;  and  that  thoae  who  avail  thera- 
aelTeo  of  the  right  of  petition  ahoald  nae  no  langaage 
wludi  ia  not  reapectTnl,  and  make  no  impntationi 
wliidi  are  not  tme.  K  with  the  meana  which  this 
Houe  haa  adopted  to  dHnae  infimnation  on  all  faiter- 
eetiDg  •abjecta,  the  meaaans  which  it  proposes  will 
not  be  ezammed  or  nnderatood  by  those  whom  they 
B&et,  or,  if  nodentood,  are  miarepretented,  the  com- 
mittee can  recognise  no  T%ht  which  tbey  can  thu 
have  to  publicly, -and  en  its  own  records  arraign  this 
Hooae  fcr  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  lobeines,  nro- 
jeeu,  and  Stale  maehiiMry ;  to  charge  a  committee 
wtt^ba^  the  enemies  of  fbniBi  caramrea,  and  the 
dmin  to  amil.  in  the  moat  Tital  manner,  and  ereato- 
ally  to  deatioy,  by  pn^oatng  and  aigtng  the  abdition 
of  dnwhacka — a  charge  not  only  not  sapported,  but 
esntradictad,  by  tba  triUs,  die  prograsa  of  which,  one 
of  the  pctitiona  aaya^  haa  bean  wUnemed  with  modi 
concern. 

It  is  oar  duty  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  people ; 
to  nqt  only  adopt  each  meaanres  as  may  promola  their 
weUan,  but  to  abstain  from  sach  as  impair  it ;  bat 
thaj  owa  a  doty  to  oa,  not  to  tmpota  what  was  not 
ffopoaed  not  to  ehuga  qt  with  what  «a«  not  at- 
tempted, bnt  most  'soleBmly  diadafaned  and  disa< 
vowed. 

6o  far  as  the  petirioas  refeired  to  the  eommiltee  re- 
late to  matters  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  reported 
on  by  them,  they  will  deem  it  a  dmy  to  bestow  on 
them  their  mostTeapeetTQl  and  aerioaB  attention ;  bat 
ao  far  as  these  pelitions  impate  to  this  Hooae,  or  its 
eommiUee,  a  sehniM  whieb  was  developed  and  neariy 
■Mtared  ai  the  laM  aaaalaD  of  Goignaa,  a  part  of 
lAkh  -wm  dealfnad  t»  ftpasl  the  law  dAantare, 

abolish  drawbadta,  and  derttoy  the  foreign  commerce 
«f  the  country,  Iha  committae  owe  it  ta  themsolves 

and  the  House  to  aipnaa  their  itraog  diaapprebatioD 

of  condoot  wUch  thi^  hope  has  bean  hitherto  wlthott 

a  pNcedenL 

They  therefhre  ncanmand  dm  adoptkw  of  the  fol- 
lowing rcaoltttian : 

lt«$ohed.  That  the  Committee  on  Mann&ctarai 
be  diaahargad  fnaa  the  farther  censideration  of  ao 
mnchof  the  petitioDanfemd  tolbamM  roltlaa  to  the 
aboblioa  of  drawbacka. 

CLOTHINO  THE  MILITIA. 

The  Hook  OB  motiw  of  Mr.  Camatit  lesolred 
itwlf  into  a  Committae  of  the  Whole  cm  the  bill 
to  pnmde  ibr  clo^Dg  Uie  militia  of  the  United 
Slates  when  called  into  aetiial  aarioe. 

The  bUl  was  ao  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
CAMHOif  J  as  to  require  the  uothing  proTided  for 
the  militia,  to  be  of  auch  color  or  imiionn  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  iht  Legidstores  of  the  tespectiTe 
States. 

The  biUj  baTing  been  otherwise  slightly  amend- 
ed, was  r^orled  to  the  Houw;  where  seau  debtta 


took-  pleee  on  the  qoesiien  of  oonearraiee  in  the 
above  Bmendment. 

It  was  argued,  by  Messrs.  Cobb  and  BRoati, 
that  it  would  introduce  much  perplexity  in  the 
arrangements  for  militia  service,  withont  pro- 
ducing any  essential  benefit. 

In  t^y>  Mr.  Cannoh  vindicated  his  amend- 
meat,  and,  in  general,  defended  the  object  of  t&e 
bill,  which  served  to  place  the  militia,  ia  some' 
respect,  tm  an  equatity  of  footing  with  the  r^ular, 
troops  of  the  army,  wno  are  clotned,  as  well  as  fed, 
at  the  expense  of  Qovemment. 

Mr.  Gross,  New  Yoik,  concurred  in  Mr. 
Cahnon's  general  views,  but  thought  the  amend- 
ment would  be  more  properly  intnwueed  io  a  di^ 
fermt  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Floyd  wished  the  Ull  to  lie  on  the  table 
until  a  report,  called  for  at  the  last  session,  was 
received  from  the  War  Deportment,  of  the  num- 
ber of  militia  who  were  in  service  during  tite  lafe 
vrar,  which  would  afford  some  data  by  which  the 
eipenditure  that  wosld  arise  ffom  this  bill  couM 
be  estimated,  which  would  probably  amount  to 
m(H«  than  the  National  Treasury  could  satisfy. 
On  this  ground,  and  others,  he  tao^ht  the  bul 
owht  not  to  pass;  but,  if  it  did  pass,  it  on^t  not 
to  (le  withont  more  satis&elmy  information  on 
the  subjeet,  dbe.  Mr.  F.,  tber^re,  moved  to  lay 
thebaic  the  table.  .  \ 

Wt4  ClUNOM  opposed  this  moacm,  fearing  that 
the  effect 'of  it  would  b^  proerastlnatitHi^to 
defeat  the  hUK  .%  • 

Xbe  question  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative, '  by  a  vote  of 
71  lo6J. 


FsiDAT,  December  1. 

Ano&er  member,  to  wit:  from  North  Carolina} 
William  DAvinsoM,  appeared  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  BaoWK  presented  a  petitioD  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  KeatDcky,  puicfaasos  of 
lands  of  the  United  States,  stating  that  they  have 
paid  one  or  mote  instalments  and  are  tmable  to 

S By  .the  sabsequent  instalments  as  they  become 
ae,  and  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  remitt 
ting  the  bock  interest  on  the  several  instalments 
prior  to  the  time  they  ra^Metively  became  du^ 
and  giving  to  the  purclmser  the  fvivilege,  at  any 
dme  within  one  year  after  the  passage  of  the  ac^ 
of  surrendeiiag  such  portion  of  the  land  as  he  may 
be  unable  to  pay  fyr,  and  granting  him  a  patent 
for  as  much  land  as  the  payments  made  will 
amount  to  at  the  purchase  price,  allowing  the 
usual  diecouutfl  for  prompt  payment;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  uie  Pduie  Lands. 

Mr.  Jonas,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee amwintol  on  the  petition  of  Daniel  Mc- 
Dufi^  made  a  report  thereon,  and,  by  leave  of  the 
Hoiue^  accompanied  soch  report  with  a  bill  for 
his  rdief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EnwAana,  of  Gonneetical^ 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
matdial  of  the  duirict  of  Canneeticut  to  m^ 
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use  of  Newgate  prison,  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut,  for  the  purpose  of  con&niDjg  and  safe  keeping 
any  prisoner  or  prisoners  who  Sa.ve  been,  or  here- . 
aAer  may  be,  sentenced  to  iinprisoument  and 
labor  ID  any  court  of  tbe  United  States  within  the 
district  of  Connecticut,  for  the  TioUtum  of  any 
act  or  acts  of  the  Consreas  of  the  United  States. 
*  The  engrossed  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Elias  Sparks 
■hiring  been  put  on  its  passage- 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Uarolina,  rose  in  op- 
position to  tbe  bill,  on  the  ground  of  a  defect  of 
evidence  is  support  of  tbe  cKiim,  contending  that 
the  evidence  was  not  the  best  that  the  nature  of 
the  cqse  would  admit  of. 

A  good  deal  qf  debate  ensued  on  this  bill,  in 
which  Mr.  Wiluamb  of  North  Carolina,  went 
into  a  mtnnte  examination  of  tbe  claim  of  the  peti- 
tioner, ^e  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Stobbs,  at  coa- 
siderab^  length ;  and  some  remarks  were  added 
also  by  Air..  Rich  in  favor  of  the-bill. 

Tbe  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  was  decided  in  the  afllnoative;  and  the  toll 
was  sent  to  the  Benate-  for  cimcnrrence. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Cardina,  gare  notice  that 
he  should,  on  Monday,  more  the  eonsideratioB  of 
the  resolution  iDltoaaeed  by  him  to  amend  the : 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Lowndes  gave  notica  that  he  should,  on 
Wednesday  n^;  more  for  the  consideration  of 
Uie  resolution  Wclarhiff  the  admission  of  (be  State 
o^ilissouri  into  theK^ios. 

.      ''vaccine  institution. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  incor|iorate  the  Managers 
of  the  National  Vaccine  Institution,  was  read  the 
third  time ;  and,  on  the  -question  of  its  passage — 

Mr.  LivERHOBE,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill,  so  as  to  allow  of  its  being 
ataended  in  one  particular,  and  thus  obviating  the 
ohly  objection  which  he  bad  to  its  passage.  His 
object  was  to  incorporate  in  the  bdl  the  words 
"within  the  Districted  Cdmnbia."  There  was 
not  a  general  agreanant  of  opinion  as  to  the  power 
of  Coi^ess  to  establisk  eorporatiotts  to  pervade 
the  United  Sutes ;  but  there  ma  no  doubt  of  its 
power  within  the  District,  to  which  therefore  he 
wished  expressly  to  limit  the  corporate  anthority 
proposed  to  be  conferred  by  this  bill. 

Nr.  Floto,  of  Virginia  said,  he  saw  no  uncon- 
stitutional feafure  in  the  bill,  which  he  hoped, 
therefore,  would  be  permitted  to  pass  as  it  stood. 
The  object  of  the  biH  was  to  aid  in  the  eradication 
of  the  small  poz  from  our  country — an  object 
which  all  must  admit  to  be  not  only  innocent  but 
laudable.  The  gentleman  who  had  been  most 
earnest  in  asking  from  Congress  the  passage  of 
this  bill  had  devoted  himself  to  this  object  with  a 
persererance  sddom  exceeded,  and  with  desira- 
ble success.  To  enable  those  who  took  an  in- 
terest in  this  matter  to  av^  themadrea  of  the 
donations  of  charitable  persons  in  ^H  parts  of  the 
United  States,  it  was  necessary  that  a  company 
should  be  incorporated,  with  power  to  erect  the 
necessary  buildings. 

Mr.  KnifT,  of  Maryland  said,  the  gentlenun 
from  New  Hampshire  appeared  to  be  noder  some 


misappiehension  in  relation  to  the  bill  first  read.  By 
its  provisions,  said  Mr.  K.,  the  National  Vaccine 
Institution  is  to  be  esuUished  hoe,  and  this  pro- 
vision renders  unnecessary  the  genueman's  propo- 
sition. It  will  be  recollected  by  tbe  House  that, 
some  years  past,  the  appointment  o(  an  agent  f<w 
vaccination  was  aothortzed  by  law,  with  the  priv- 
ilege of  franking  bis  letters ;  and,  although  this 
measure  gave  some  facility  in  the  transmission  <tf 
vaccine  matter  to  the  different  parts  of  the  country, 
yet  it  was  found  too  limited  m  its  ^ccts  for  the 
accomplishment  of  an  object  fraught  with  such 
incalculable  benefits  to  the  community.  Hence, 
the  citizens  of  several  of  the  adjacent  States  were 
induced  to  accept  of  a  proposition  made  by  Dr. 
Smith,  to  establish  an  institution  here  in  the  cap- 
ital pi  the  country,  from  whence  should  issue 
gratuitously  the.  vaccine  matter  to  such  Stater, 
counties,  or  toivns,  as  should  subscribe  a  certain 
amount  for  the  establishment  and  encotir(igement 
of  ibis  in^titucion  i  by  whic^  means  evexy  class 
in  society,  the  poor  as  w^l  as  Ihe'  ricL  #otd^  re-  - 
eeive  the  matter  free  of  expense.  In  six  of  the  ad- 
jacent States  |pB,DOO  were  sidieeribed  on  the  1st 
day  of  January  last,  and  no  doubt  a  considerable 
addition  has  been  made  during  the  present  year  to 
that-snm.  These  subscriptions  have  been  made 
to  Dr.  Smith,  who  is  the  agent  for  vaccination; 
and,  in  the  event  of  his  death,  without  the  passage 
of  some  such  bill  as  tbe  one  before  you,  woutd  be 
lost  to  those  who  made  them  with  such  benevolent 
views.  Tfa^  bill  does  not  propose  to  take  from  tbe 
'  Treasury  o&e  dollar ,  its  only  tAgect  is  to  withdraw 
from  the  hands  of  Dr.  Smith  the  whole  amount 
of  those  subscriptions,  and  place  them  under  the 
control  and  direction  of  six  discreet,  judicious  man- 
agers, who  are  named  in  tbe  bill,  and  whose  suc- 
cessors are  to  be  appoioled  by  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States.  It  has  been  under  the  hope  of  the 
sMunng  the  full  benefit  of  such  liberal  subserip- 
tion^  that  I  hare  been  jadoced  to  advocate  the 
bill,  and  now  ad  for  the  eonenrrenoe  of  the  Howe 
in  its  passage. 

Mr.  BtrawBLL,  of  Vi^inia,  was  opposed  to  the 
recommitment,  on  different  ground  from  that  taken 
by  other  gentlemen.  He  adverted  to  a  construc- 
tion whicn  had  been  recently  put  upon  the  powers 
of  Congress  within  the  States,  (in  the  case  of  the 
lotteries  authorized  by  Congress,)  and  said  that  he 
believed  that  construction  was  too  absurd  to  be 
entertained  bv  many  men  of  sense  in  this  country, 
and  he  regarded  it  as  very  unfortunate  that  such 
a  construction  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  names 
of  any  men  of  sense  and  character.  Believing 
that  Congress  had  not  tbe  power  to  make  this  law 
operative  within  tbe  States,  and  that  inserting  the 
words  proposed  might,  by  implication,  give  coun- 
tenance to  what  he  considefed  the  most  dangerous 
and  absurd  construction  ever  given  to  the  ConstH 
tution,  he  was  o^Kwed  to  limiting,  by  words  in 
the  biU,  what  he  considered  as  already  limited  by 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  LivBBMOBb  said  he  was  as  friendly  to  tbe 
object  of  this  bill  as  any  geotleman  within  these 
walls,  and  he  had  no  desire  to  impede  iu  passa^ 
But,  ne  said,  Congress  hare  a  power  within  the 
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District  which  they  have  not  berond  it.  Thejr 
hare  here  the  power  of  Mclmire  Ipgislation ;  be- 
yond it,  they  have  Dot  that  power.  Withia  this 
District,  he  did  not  kaow  that  their  power  was  any 
thing  less  than  absolute.  He  did  not  know  of  any 
restraints  opon  it  but  reason  and  a  sound  discretion. 
It  was  a  question  whether  Congress  had  the  power 
to  extend  a  corporate  authority  into  the  States ; 
and  he  did  not  see  that  the  remarks  ofjgentlemen 
in  favor  of  the  bill  had  obriated  the  difl^ulty.  A 
corporation  inhabits  a  boose  not  made  by  man ; 
it  inhabits  all  space — it  is  everywhere  and  nowhere. 
It  has  no  body,  as  it  is  sometimes  said  to  have  no 
aool.  For  his  part  he  wished  this  charter  to  be  re- 
stricted to  the  District  of  Columbia,  where  almost 
evenr  aDomaloos  thine  was  to  be  found. 

lb.  Mason,  of  Vi^ioiaf  opposed  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  such  a 
eoa(se  would  have  the  effect  to  give  it  a  quietus 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  especially  after 
the  notice  this  morning  given  by  Mr.  Lownoes. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  concunr^  with  his  colleague  in 
bis  Tiew  of  the  recent  opinion  of  some  gentlemen 
learned,  in  the  law,  on  the  subject  of  tne  powers 
of  Congress.  He  did  not  see,  however,  how,  by 
by  possibility,  the  passage  of  this  bill  could  coun- 
tenance that  opinion.  Mr.  M.  referred  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  bUl,  and  its  nnobjectionabte  character, 
as  arguments  in  favor  of  its  passing  the  House, 
and  without  recommitment. 

Mr.  Cook  su^ested  a  modification  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  propose  a  recommitment  of  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  c»  the  District  of  Columl»a, 
with  iDstructioBs  to  report  the  cpeeifle  amendment 
suggested  by  Mr.  Litbrmoke. 

Mr.  LiTEBHORG  luring  assented  to  putting  the 
qvestion  in  this  shape — 

It  was  so  put  and  negatived. 

And  the  bill  was  paned,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
fijr  concurrence. 

MISeOUEI  EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  rose  to  presmt  a  prop- 
osition to  the  House.  Whm  looking  into  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  last  year,  be  said  ne  found  the 
account  of  Colonel  James  Johnson  for  traosporta- 
tioD  furnished  the  expedition  ordered  up  the  Mis- 
souri river.  The  gross  amount  of  it^  said  Mr.  C. 
is  ^^256,818  15.  Several  items  in  this  account  re- 
qnice  at  least  explanatton.  I  find  the  sum  of 
37  per  day,  for  forty  days^  chained  for  the  de- 
tention  of  steamboat  expedition,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  913.333  33f  In  addition  to  this,  $200 
per  day,  fbr  tnirtr-six  days,  is  claimed  for  the  de- 
tention  of  steamboat  Johnson,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  97,200.  The  sum  charged  for  detention 
alone  of  those  two  boats,  for  less  than  one  month 
and  a  half,  is  9^,633  33|^.  He  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  also,  to  some  other  items  in  this 
account.  It  appeared,  he  said,  that  three  hundred 
officers  and  soldiers  procured  a  Mssage,  on  board 
Colonel  Johnson's  boats,  from  Belle  Fontaine  to 
Council  Bluffs,  about  four  hundred  miles,  at  960 
each,  making  the  sum  of  915]000  for  passage  alone. 
Tbe  sum  demanded  by  Colonel  Johnson  for  de- 
tention of  boats  and  jMssage  of  three  hundred  men 
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employed  on  this  rapedition,  is  935,533  331.  By 
what  means  the  residue  of  the  Missouri  detach- 
ment found  their  way  to  Council  Blu£&,  said  Mr. 
C,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  detomine,  but  no  doubt  on 
terms  equally  advantageous  to  the  public.  Knox, 
Haldiman  &.  Co.,  contracted  and  Jurnished  trans- 
portation to  tbe  Council  Blufls  for  the  sum  of 
95  50  per  hundred  i>ounds.  Colond  Johnson 
charges,  for  transportation  to  the  same  place, 
9I6  25  per  hundred  pounds ;  almost  three  times 
the  amount  inid  Knox,  Haldiman  dc  Co.  for  sim- 
ilar services.  I  am  informed  those  charges  have 
been  allowed,  and  the  account  liquidated  and  paid. 
I  trust  the  information  Is  errweous.  Permit  me 
to  ask,  was  not  Colonel  Johnson  contractor  to  fur- 
nish supplies  as  well  as  transportation?  Why, 
thai,  the  delay?  Why  pay  a  large  amount  for 
detention?  This,  Mr.  C.  said,  is  the  ezpeditiim 
the  President  himself  takes  very  great  interest  in 
the  success  of,  and  is  willing  to  take  grrat  respon- 
sibility to  insure  it.  This  is  the  ex^ition  that 
was  to  protect  the  frontier  and  fiir  trade,  acquire 
for  tbe  United  States  lasting  influence  over  the 
savages  of  Missouri,  raise  corn  in  Summer,  im- 
pro^e  navigation  in  Winter,  and  result  in  saving  to 
Oovemment,  in  four  years,  the  sum  of  942,485  84. 
The  estimated  cost  for  transportatiqa  of  this  fa- 
vorite project,  as  rejported  to  Congress  at  the  last 
session,  was  9162,994.  The  sum  claimed  by  Col- 
onel Johnson,  and  he  was  told  actually  paid,  is 
9256,818  16.  To  ascertain  with  cerUmty  the 
amount  actually  paid  for  transportation  and  deten- 
tion of  boats  on  the  Missouri  expedition,  and  the 
reasons  why  it  was  paid,  he  offered  the  n^witag 
resolution : 

Btaolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
eommanictta  to  this  House  whst  suns  of  mon^  have 
been  setoally  paid  to  Golooel  Jsraes  Johnson,  on  sc- 
cennt  of  transportstion  romtBbed  the  expedition  or- 
dered up  tbe  Missouri  riv«r ;  and  slto  what  sums  have 
been  paid  him  for  deienlian  of  st«aaibosts  or  other  in- 
cidental ebsrges;  whether  any  diSerenca  of  oinnion 
existed  between  lbs  Departmsot  of  War  and  »ld  Col- 
oael  J.  Johnson,  relsUve  to  the  value  of  transportation 
or  other  charges  ezhtbiled  bim  against  the  United 
States ;  if  say  difimDcss  exiitsd,  hew  were  they  ad- 
justed;-if  by  reftrsBce,  who  wars  tbe  rdbreas;  what 
was  thair  award,  and  what  avidaMs  was  aubmitted  to 
tbeni*  on  wbieh  ^y  fonned  their  award. 

Mr.  Tbihble,  of  Kentucky,  said  be  did  not  pro- 
fess to  know  any  thing  on  the  subject  of  this  re- 
solve but  what  he  was  about  to  state.  The  ac- 
count first  preferred  by  Colonel  James  Johnson, 
he  had  understood,  bad  been  thought  too  high. 
Some  discussion  on  that  point  took  place  between 
him  and  the  Secretary  of^War,  and  ne  authorized 
his  friend  and  brother  to  assent  to  a  reference  of 
the  points  in  dispute  to  arbitrators,  to  be  chosen, 
one  ny  each  party,  the  third  by  those  two.  Three 
arbitrators  were  accordinffly  chosen — g«itlemen 
of  the  first  sttmding  and  of  the  highest  respecta- 
bility, who  passed  upon  the  accounts.  They  re- 
duced very  considerably  the  amooot  claimed  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  and  the  amount  paid  to  bim  was  the 
amount  awarded  in  bisfavtHrby  the  referees.  Thus 
much  he  had  heard,  and,  as  an  impression  adverse 
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to  him  might  be  drawn  from  ihe  ^raiteman**  re- 
Eoarks,  though  not  intended  by  him,  Mr.  T.  said 
he  had  thought  it  proper  to  say  thus  much  in  be- 
half of  Colonel  Johnson,  who  had  ever  been  be- 
lieved to  be  an  honest  man.  - 

Mr.  Cocke  said,  it  was  far  from  him  to  question 
the  honesty  of  any  man  whaterer,  in  what  be  bad 
said.  He  disclaimed  any  such  intention.  Bat  it 
seemed  extraordinary  to  him  how  the  allowaDce 
referred  to  had  beoi  made  without  the  autbority 
(Hf  Congresfc  On  looking  into  Colonel  Johnson's 
eootract,  he  did  not  find  that  any  proTisitm  wu 
made  for  allowance  for  the  deteAtaon  of  slennn 
boats.  He  had  understood,  too,  that  Col.  Janes 
Johnson  was  a  contract(»,  not  only  for  transporta- 
tion, hut  for  supplies  of  proristont.  If  this  were 
true,  Mr.  C.  saia,  he  should  like  to  know  how  it 
did  happen  that  the  boats  w&b  detained,  and 
whether  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  n^lect  oi 
Colonel  Johnson  to  furnish  the  pioTisioos  in  proper 
time.  Not  being  included  in  the  contract,  appli- 
cation ought  to  hare  been  made  to  this  House  to 
mthwize  the  allowance  which  has  been  made  to 
Colonel  Johnson  without  its  authority.  Mr.  C. 
said  be  should  make  no  observaiiona  with  regard 
to  (bis  arbitration,  which  was  spoken  of.  If  the 
matter  bad  b«n  referred  to  these  exalted  arbitra- 
tions, let  the  House  know  it.  Why  refuse  the  in- 
formation which  it  was  desirable  to  acquire  in 
rdation  to  it  ?  The  resalntion,  he  said,  was  predi- 
cated on  accounts  transmitted  to  Congress  at  the 
last  session,  and  he  did  not  see  why  there  sboald 
be  any  wish  on  the  part  of  the  {^tleman  from 
Kentucky  to  oppose  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Lowndes  remarked,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  must  hare  mistaken  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  if  he  supposed  there  was,  on  his 
part,  or  on  that  of  aav  other  member,  any  objec- 
tion to  the  object  of  tuis  resolution  calling  for  in- 
formation. There  could  be  no  objection  to  it. 
But,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  submitted  it  to  the  House  and 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whether,  in 
calling  for  informati<m  on  any  subject,  it  was 
|H«per  to  accompany  that  call  with  animadrer- 
skma  on  the  eonikict  of  those  whose  convict  could 
tmlf  be  properly  judged  when  the  infonnation 
itiujP  was  before  then.  Mr.  L.  added  another 
remark  or  two  of  the  same  tone  as  the  preceding, 
which  were  not  dbtinctly  heard  by  the  reporter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  lUca,  with  the  consent  of 
Mr.  CocEs,  the  resolution  was  amended  so  as  to 
require  an  account  also  of  the  causes  of  the  det«^ 
tion  of  the  eteamboats.- 

Mr.  Thimble  rose  to  say,  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  object  to  any  information  which  might  be 
sought  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Tenneasee,  or 
any  other  member  of  the  House.  It  was  not  his 
habit  to  do  so ;  and  it  was  not  his  disposition  to 
do  so  on  the  presmt  occasion.  On  the  contrary, 
he  said  he  sure  the  inquiry  would  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  even  Colonel  James  Johnson, 
could  his  wishes  ba  consulted.  Without  knowing 
the  fiKt.  Mr.  T.  said,  he  tboaght  it  quite  likely 
that  Colonel  Johnson  may  have  thought  that  he, 
and  not  Che  GonnmeBt^liBd  a  right  to  complain 
of  the  maoaer  in  which  ba  nccotuts  were  uqni- 
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dated.  Mr.  T-  said  he  should  not  have  opened  hu 
lips  on  this  subject,  had  he  not  thought  tluit  tbe 
statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
might — though  be  was  sure  the  eentleraan  could 
not  possiUy  intend  it— «ire  a  color  to  an  imputa- 
tion on  the  character  ot  Colond  Johnson. 

Mr.  Cocks  rejoined  in  a  few  words  more,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  said  he  was  sorry  that  any 
gentleman  should  suppose  that  he  wished  lo  cast 
an  imputation  on  any  man.  It  wns  not  so,  he 
said ;  he  wished  to  ascertain  what  were  the  facts 
in  the  case  referred  to,  without  any  personal  viewa 
ot  motires,  Ac. 

The  queaiicai  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  dte  resolve^  and  agreed  to,  without  a  disseotHig 
roice.  . 


Monday,  December  4. 
Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
Natbanibl  S1L8BE8,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  SiLSBEB  presented  a  petition  of  the  PreA- 
dent  and  Directors  of  the  United  States  NanU 
Fraternal  Association,  for  the  relief  of  the  families 
of  deceased  officers,  praying  for  aa  act  of  incorpo- 
ration for  the  said  associaiion ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Adbin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willums,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  petition  of  the  childrrai  and  r^resentar 
tires  of  the  late  Gteneral  Baron  de  Kalb,  presented 
on  the  10th  of  Deeeraber^  1819,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rerolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fokbebt,  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  consider  his  motion  for  requiring  informa- 
tion from  the  War  Department  reqiecttog  certain 
loans  of  gunpowder,  &c.  j  and  the  same,  having 
been  modified  by  striking  out  the  preamble,  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dablington,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  thu 
House  the  amount  of  fines  certified  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  that  d^artmeat,  to  have  been  inqrased 
upon  the  militia  of  Pemisjrlraniat  for  neglect  of 
duty,  durii^  the  late  war  wtth  Great  Biitun ;  the 
amoaot  of  said  fines  which  has  been  levied  and 
cdtected  by  the  marshals  of  the  r^pective  di»* 
tricts  in  that  State,  or  their  deputies;  and  the 
amount  thereof  which  has  been  actually  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States ;  also,  what  pro- 
ceedings, if  any,  have  been  instituted  for  the  re- 
covery of  moneys  thus  collected  within  said  dift* 
tricts,  and  not  yet  received  at  the  Treasury. 
Mr.  Mbhcer  submitted  the  foHowug : 
Raolved,  That  Prwdeot  of  the  United  States  be 
requMted  to  It;  before  this  Home  sny  corrs^ondenM 
that  b«doea  not  deem  it  ineKpedieDttodi«clt>M,wbtGli 
may -have  existed  between  the  Execulire  of  tfa«  Uni- 
ted Statn  mad  the  GovMiuiMnlsof  any  of  the  iMiliaw 
Powon  of  EorapSk  in  rslatioa  to  the  AfHcan  slave 
trade. 

The  qiuestion  thereon^  being  tak«i  witbont  de- 
bate, was  ag^rced  to  without  a  divisbn ;  and  a 
oomokittee  vns  ordned  to  be  appointed  to  present 
the  same  to  the  Prteidcnt 

Bnsrm,  of  Masaachuaetta,  after  aome  iatiD- 
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doctoiy  remarks,  ia  the  course  of  which  he  con- 
trasted the  old  system  of  the  Pension  Establish- 
ment with  that  which  had  more. recently  picTailed, 
adTantaeeourif  to  the  famer^  pBOposed  tbe  follow- 
ing resolve; 

.  £e«i>/Krf,  That  the  Committee  on  Peofiou  aad 
ii«TolBtioaai7  Claims  ba  iilstnietad  to  report  a  bill, 
ptoridiog  that,  from  and  afkar  the  4th  day  of  Mwreh 
next  cnaaing,  no  officer*  aoldier,  Maman,  uarine,  or 
other  person  whataoevar,  ahall  be  placed  on  ^e  pea- 
aioo  list  of  the  United  Stataa,  except  bj  virtue  of  a 
law  in  which  the  name  of  the  peouoner  ahaU  be  in'* 
■erted,  together  with  the  amawit  of  peasten  to  vrfach 
be  ahall  ba  entitled. 

The  resolution  being  read — 

Mr.  LowHDEa  rose,  not  to  object  to  the  {viaei- 
i^e  of  the  resolution,  thinking  it  {x^obable  that  the 
loDg  exporieneeof  the  mover  would  enable  him  to 
suggest  TaluaUe  tmiffovements  on  the  present  sya- 
tem,  but  to  suggest,  as  the  resolution  was  affirma- 
'tire,  and  not  propoong  inqtiiry  merdy,  that,  with 
a  view  to  ddiberation,  it  should  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 

Mr.  BtTBTia  assenting  to  this  coqn^thc  reao- 
lation  wa^  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rnaa, 
indicative  of  hostility  to  it.  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
UUe. 

UACKBREL  FHaERT. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  fioo  die  Oommitlea 
<£  Ways  and  Menu,  r^orted  the  fdlowiug  bill : 
A  bill  for  earoIKng,  and  lieeoringi  and  grantiat  atlow- 

encaa  to  ihipa  or  veaaela  to  be  euplojad  in  the 

mackerel  flabeiy,  and  for  the  goTerament  of  persona 

eoncemed  therein. 

Be  it  enaeted,  dx.,  That  all  acts  aud  parU  of  aeU 
DOW  in  force  for  the  enrollment,  and  licensiog  of,  and 
granting  allowanoea  to,  ahipa  or  Tessels  employed  in 
the  baf&  and  other  cod  fianeiies,  and  for  the  goTcro- 
Bent  of  peraoiM  coacemed  tiierein,  be,  and  the  aame 
are  harebj,  extended,  ia  all  their  proriaiona  and  limi- 
taliova»  to  vcaaela  that  AM  hereafter  be  employed, 
and  the  peraooa  who  ahatl  hereafter  be  coacemed  in 
the  mackerel  fiabeiy;  excepting  only  eo  moch  of  said 
acta  aa  fixee  (be  rate  of  allowance  to  Tesaela  exda- 
airely  employed  in  the  bank  and  other  cod  fisheries : 
aad  that,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  there 
•  dial!  be  paid,  on  the  last  day  of  Deeember  annnall;^, 
ta  the  ewoer  of  eveiy  flahing  boat  or  vessel,  or  us 
agent,  by  the  eoKector  of  the  diatrict  wbeia  audi  boat 
or  vasaei  may  belong,  that  ahall  bo  quaHfled  agreeably 
to  law  for  canying  on  the  mackerel  fishery,  or  the 
ood  and  maeketel  fishery,  and  that  shall  actually  have 
been  employed  in  the  mackerel,  or  in  the  cod  and 
mackerel  fidiery,  at  sea,  fer  the  term  of  foor  months  at 
least  of  tbt  fishing  aeaaon  next  preceding,  which  fish- 
ing aeaeon  is  aeeeunted  to  be  from  the  laat  day  of 
0,  Fcbroery  to  Ae  laat  dqr  of  November  in  eveiy  year, 
OB  each  and  eveiy  ton  ot  aadt  boe^a  or  veasal's  bni^ 
dan,  aceorduig  to  her  admeaaorement,  as  licanaed  or 
anroUed,  three  dollam :  iVeiAEBd;  That  the  allowance 
aArceaid,  on  any  one  veaael,  'Ibr  one  aeaaon,  ahsU  not 
exceed  two  baadrcd  dollan. 

8sc.  3.  And  be  Ufurtktr  tnaeted,  That  when  any 
vaaeel  ia  intended  to  be  empli^ed  exclDaively  in  the 
mackerel  AslMiy.  or  in  the  cod  and  mackerel  fishery, 
the  mirde  "  mackerel  fisheiy,"  or  the  words  "  cod  and 
macfcard  fl^iy,"  as  the  case  may  be,  ahaU  be  in- 
sertad  in  the  Beenoe  by  lh%  collector  granting  the 


same  ;  and  that  as  moch  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
laying  a  daty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty  on 
jHckled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  certain  vet- 
aels  employed  in  the  fisheiiea,"  passed  Jaly  29,  1813, 
as  grants  a  bounty  on  {Hckled  mackerel  exported,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

CASE  OF  MATTHEW  LYON. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  memorial  of  Matthew  Lvon, 
made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which,  by  leave  of  the  House,  was  pre- 
sented, rod  the  first  and  secmid  tim^  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mwrow. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  petitioner  states  that,  in  violation  of  that  pro- 
vision of  the  ConatitDtion  of  the  Uaited  Btatea  of 
America  wUch  aaya  "  Congress  dull  make  no  law 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,"  Con* 
greaa,  in  July,  1798,  paased  the  act  commonly  called 
the  sedition  hw ;  tha^  some  time  prevbos  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bDl,  there  appeared  in  the  Philadel|diia 
Federal  papers  a  violent  attack  upon  his  character, 
extracted  from  the  Vermont  Joaroal,  charging  him 
with  many  political  eaormities,  paiticalacly  with  the 
high  crime  of  mpoaing  the  Executive ;  that  he  wrote 
a  rejdy  to  tbu  charge  in  Philadelpliia,  on  the  SOth  of 
June,  179B,  and  on  the  same  day  put  the  letter,  di< 
lected  to  Ae  editor  of  the  said  Vermeot  Journal,  into 
the  post  office  at  PhiladelpUa,  twenty-four  days  before 
the  iwsaage  of  the  sedition  law.  For  the  publication 
of  ttkia  letter  he  was  indicted  tn  October  following,  in 
the  circuit  couriof  the  United  States  in  the  Vermont 
distrisL  In  the  aaate  iadictment,  he  waa  charged 
with  poUisbing  a  copy  of  a  latter  from  aa  American 
dqtlomatie  character  in  Franco  to  a  member  of  Con- 
grssa  in  Philadelphb ;  also  for  aidiag,  aofaiiag,  aad 
abetUng  in  the  pabUeation  of  eud  letter. 

Ha  atates  said  letter  waa  written  by  Jod  Bariew  to 
Abnbam  Baldwin,  then  a  oMmbar  of  Cewgresa  Ha 
denies  that  ha  printed  said  letter,  or  aided  or  abetted 
in  theprintiogof  it;  butiOntheeonfraTy,  that  he  used 
hie  enoaavoia  to  aupprasa  it,  by  destroying  the  cofdea 
wbieb  came  into  hia  peaaesau».  He  atatea  that,  owing 
to  the  political  party  seal  whit^  prevailed  ia  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  at  that  time,  much  uofairaeaa  was  used  in 
thff  trial,  both  by  the  marshal  in  summoning  the  juiy, 
and  the  judge  who  presided,  in  hta  iaatructions  to 
them,  and  thereby  a  verdict  of  guilty  waa  returned 
against  him  by  the  jury ;  and  upon  that  verdict  the 
court  aantcooed  him  to  pay  a  fine  of  91,000,  the  coato 
of  anit,  be  imprisoned  four  calendar  months,  and  until 
tha  fine  and  costs  were  paid.  He  sUtes  that,  fay  virtue 
of  said  judgment,  be  was  arrested  and  confined  in  a 
duDgeoe,  the  common  receptacle  of  thieves  and  xaai* 
derers,  fifty  miles  distant  from  the  place  of  his  trial, 
■hhongb  there  waa  a  decent  roomj  jail  In  the  county 
ia  whkh  he  lived,  and  in  the  town  where  the  trial  vraa 
had,  which  jail  the  Federal  Uovernment  bad  the  use 
of;  that  much  severity  was  exercised  towards  him 
during  his  imprisonment;  that  he  langnisbed  ia  the 
loathwme  prison  more  than  six  weeks  in  the.  montba 
of  October,  November,  and  December,  in  the  cold  cli- 
mato  of  Vermont,  without  fire,  before  he  waa  allowed, 
at  hia  own  expense,  to  introduce  a  small  stove,  or  to 
pat  glass  into  the  afwrture  wluch  let  in  a  email  gUnH 
mer  of  light  through  the  irea  grate 
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Ha  states  that  he  is  poor,  and  vk*  Congress  to  re- 
Aiod  to  htm  $1,000,  the  fine  which  he  has  paid,  the 
costs  of  suit,  for  one  hundred  and  twent;-thre«  days' 
pay  as  a  member  of  Congress,  while  he  was  unconsti- 
tQtionatly  detained  from  a  seat  in  that  body,  resson- 
abte  damoges  for  being  suddenly  deprived  of  bis  liber- 
ty, put  to  great  azpeiwe,  and  disabled  from  paying 
ntt  attention  to  hnl  eoncema  which,  in  other  circam- 
■tancas,  ha  would  hate  been  allowed  to  do,  »nd  lacb 
interest  on  tboee  same  as  public  creditors  are  enti- 
tled to. 

Your  committee  state  that  the  prosecution  against 
the  said  petitioner,  the  judgment,  imprisonment,  and 
payment  of  91.000.  the  fine,  and  $60  96,  the  cosU  of 
suit,  are  proved  by  a  copy  of  the  record  of  proceedings 
in  said  cause,  which  u  made  a  part  of  this  report. 
The  oommittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  law  of  Con- 
gme  DDder  nhich  the  said  Matthew  Lyoo  waa  proee* 
cuted  and  punished  was  onoonstitational,  and  there- 
fore he  ought  to  have  the  money  which  has  been  paid 
by  him  refunded ;  bat,  should  they  be  mistaken  as  to 
the  unooneUtutionslity  of  this  law,  yet  they  think 
tliere  are  peculiar  eireumstancee  of  hardship  attending 
this  case  which  call  for  relief.  Tour  eomailU0e,thste- 
foie,  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

The  Praident  of  the  United  Statet  to  aU  who  thalt 
aee  then  preaenta,  greeting  .• 
Know  ye,  that  among  the  pleas  of  our  circuit  coort 
of  the  second  circuit  of  the  United  Stalee,  in  the  Ver- 
mont district,  there  is  a  certain  record  remaining,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 
Ubitss  States  oi  Axiaici, 

Vermont  Dittriet,  to  wit  .• 
Pleas  of  the  dreuit  court  of  the  said  United  Sutee,  at 
their  term  began"  and  held  at  Rntlaad,  within  and 
for  the  laid  Vennont  district,  on  Wedneadaj,  the 
8d  day  of  Oetober,  in  tfte  year  of  our  Lord  1798, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  Slatee  the 
twenty-Uiird,  before  the  honorable  William  PatUr- 
eon,  esq^  one  of  the  associate  jusUees  of  tha  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  Statee,  and  the  honor- 
able Sanrael  Hitchcock,  esq.,  district  judge  within 
and  for  the  said  Vermon  t  district,  and  judges  of  said 
ctnmit  coort,  according  to  the  jonn  of  the  statute  in 
aoch  ease  mode  and  provided. 

United  States  verme  Matthew  Lyon. 
Be  it  remembered  that,  at  a  term  of  the  circuit  cohrt 
of  the  said  United  Statee,  begun  and  held  at  Rutland, 
within  and  for  the  district  aforesaid,  on  the  third  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thonsand 
seven  handred  and  ninety-eight,  and  of  Uie  indepen- 
dence of  the  s^d  United  States  the  twenty -third,  be- 
fore the  honorable  William  Pattereon,  esq.,  one  of  the 
^asaodate  justices  «f  the  Supremo  Court  of  the  said 
United  Slates,  and  the  honorable  Samuel  Hitchcock, 
esq.,  district  judge  within  and  for  tbo  said  district  of 
Vermont,  judges  of  the  said  circuit  court,  according 
to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  sudt  case  made  and  pro- 
vided, the  grand  Jurors  within  and  Ibr  the  body  of  said 
dhtriet  of  Vermont,  to  wit:  Eli  Cogswell,  Nathan 
Pratt,  David  Osgood,  Oaias  Fuller,  Royal  Ciafte,  Ah- 
ner  Mead,  Gideon  Horton,  Abraham  Gilbert,  I!bene> 
ler  Worster,  John  Mott,  Thomas  Hammond,  Adgate 
Lothrop,  John  Penfield,  Ebenezer  Hopkiue,  Breweter 
Higly,  Zndock  Remington,  Atiijah  Brownsun,  and 
Joel  Culvtsr,  good  and  lawful  freeholders  of  the  eaid 
dietziet,  then  and  thbre  empannellcdf  sworn,  and 


charged,  to  inquire,  for  the  said  United  States,  and  foi 
the  body  of  toe  district  aforesaid,  did  present,  that 
Matthew  Lyon,  of  Fairhaven,  in  the  said  district  of 
Vermont,  being  a  m^eious  and  seditious  person,  and 
of  a  depraved  mind  and  wicked  and  diabolical  disposi- 
tion, and  deceitfully,  wickedly,  and  maliciooalv  con- 
triving to  de&me  the  Goveramcnt  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  with  intent  and  deaign  to  defiune  the 
Govenunent  of  the  United  States,. and  John  Adams, 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  bring  tlie 
said  Government  and  President  into  contempt  and 
disrepute;  and  with  intent  and  design  loexcitesgainst 
the  said  Government  and  President  the  hatred  of  the 
good  people  of  the  United  States,  and  to  stir  up  sedi- 
tion in  the  United  States,  at  Windsor,  in  the  said  dis- 
trict of  Vermont,  on  the  81st  day  of  Joly  last,  did, 
with  force  and  arms,  wickedly,  knowingly,  and  ma' 
lidously  write,  print,  utter,  and  puUish,  and  did  than 
and  there  cause  and  procure  to  be  written,  printed, 
uttered,  and  published,  a  certain  aeandatone  and  aedi- 
tious  writing,  or  libel,  in  fiirm  ef  a  tetter,  directed  to 
Mr.  Spooner,  [meaning  Alden  Spooner,  printer  and 
publiuiier  of  a  certain  weekly  newspaper,  in  Windsor 
aforesaid,  commonly  called  Spooner's  Vermont  Jour- 
nal,} signed  1^  the  soul  Matthew  Lyon,  and  dated  at 
Philaddidiia,  on  the  SOlh  day  of  June  last;  in  vriiiah 
said  libel  of  and  eonceming  the  said  John  Adamsi 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Executive 
Government  of  the  United  States,  are  contained, 
among  other  things,  divers  seurriloue,  ftigned,  Use, 
scancUlous,  seditious,  and  molidous  matters,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  following,  to  wit :  "  As  to  the  Exee- 
uU*e,  foiesning  the  ssid  President  of  the  United 
Sutes,Jwhen  I  shall  see  the,  edects  of  that  powsjr 
[meaning  the  ezeentive  power  of  the  United  States, 
vested  by  the  Uonstitation  of  the  United  States  in  the 
said  President]  bent  on  the  promotion  of  the  comfort, 
the  happiness,  and  accommodstion  of  the  people, 
[meaning  the  people  of  the  United  States,]  that  Ex- 
ecutive [meaning  the  President  of  the.Unitcd  Stateel 
shall  have  my  [meaning  the  said  Matthew  Lyon'sj 
zealous  and  unilorm  support  But  whenever  I  [mean- 
ing the  eaid  Matthew  Lyon]  diall,  en  the  part  of  the 
Exeentiv^  [meaning  the  aaid  Jphn  Adams,  Prandent 
of  the  United  SuteaJ  see  every  oonsideratioa  of  pub* 
Uc  welfare  swallowed  up  in  a  continual  grasp  for 
power^  in  an  unbounded  thirst  for  ridiculous  pomp, 
foolish  adulation,  or  selflidi  avarice;  [meening  thi^, 
on  the  part  of  the  said  John  Adams,  President  of 
the  United  States,  every  consideration  of  the  pub- 
lic welfare  was  swallowed  up  in  a  continual  grasp  for 
unconstitutional  power,  and  in  an  unbounded  thirst 
for  ridiculous  pomp,  foolish  adulation,  and  selfish  ava- 
rice ;}  when  I  [meaning  the  said  Matthew  Lyon]  diall 
heboid  men  ol  real  merit  daily  turned  out  of  office, 
for  no  other  cause  but  independency  of  sentimeot ; 

gleaning  that  men  of  real  merit,  holding  offices  under 
e  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  United  SUtes,  were 
doily,  by  the  said  John  Adams,  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  turned  out  of  office  for  the  cause  of 
having  independency  of  spirit  0  when  I  [meaning 
the  said  Matthew  Lyon]  shall  see  men  of  finnneaa, 
merit,  years,  abilities,  and  experiesca,  dioeaided  in 
their  applications  for  office,  for  fear  th^  poasess  that 
independence,  and  men  of  meanness  preferred,  for 
the  easo  with  which  they  csn  take  up  and  advocate 
opinions,  fbe  consequence  of  which  they  know,  but 
little  of;  [meaning  Uiat  men  of  firmness,  years, 
merit,  ability,  and  experience,  were,  by  the  said 
John  Adams,  as  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
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TioUtioa  of  tb«  datiM  of  hu  Mid  office,  neglected 
in  KppMDtmonte  to  oflfee  under  the  uWi  and  Coneti- 
tntioa  of  Uw  Uahed  Statee,  uid  diaeirded  in  tbeir 
upUoaUooB for  neh  offiect  and  appointments;  and 
tnat  men  of  meaancw,  who  are  unfit  for  the  ezeroM 
of  auch  offices,  noder  the  laws  and  conatitalioa  of  the 
United  Stitrs,  were,  by  the  said  John  Adams,  as 
Preaident  of  the  United  States,  preferred  to  snch 
offices  and  appoiotmenla,  on  account  of  the  ease 
with  which  they  took  and  advocated  opinions,  of  the 
conaequencea  of  which  the/  were  ignorant  J  when  I 
[nManing  the  aaid  Matthew  Lyoo]  sbAll  eeo  tike  sacred 
■anM  of  reKgion  employed  as  a  Mate  engine  to  make 
vankind  hate  and  persecate  one  another,  I  fmeaning 
the  aaid  Matthew  Lyon]  shall  not  be  their  humble 
advocate;"  ^meaning  that  the  aacred  name  of  re- 
ligion waa,  by  the  said  John  Adams,  in  his  capacity 
of  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  employed  as  an 
engine  of  8Ute  to  make  mankind  hate  and  per- 
secate each  other:]  to  the  great  scandal  and  infa- 
my of  the  said  John  Adams  in  lue  Mpacitj  of  Pres- 
ident of  tb«  United  States,  and  to  the  great  scandal 
and  infamy  of  the  said  GoTernmeot  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States.  And  so  the  jurors  aforesaid,  apon  their 
ooths  aforesaid,  do  say  that  the  said  MaUhew  Lyon, 
at  Windsor  aforesaid,  on  the  31st  day  of  Jaly  aforesaid, 
did,  knowingly,  wickedly,  deceitfatly,  and  maliciously, 
with  intent  and  deaign  to  defame  the  aaid  GoTcrn- 
mant  of  the  United  Bteles,  and  the  aaid  John  Adams, 
Praeident  of  the  United  Htetea.  and  to  bring  the  said 
Oovemnwnt  and  Present  of  the  United  States  into 
oiHitempt  end  disrepute  with  the  good  people  of  Um 
United  Btetes,  and  to  eictte  against  them,  the  said 
OovMnment  and  President  of  the  United  Stetes,  the 
hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  TTnited  States,  and 
with  intent  and  design  to  stir  up  sedition  within  the 
United  Stetes  against  the  Government  thereof,  write, 
print,  utter,  and  publish,  and  caase  and  procure  to  be 
written,  ^nted,  nttered,  and  published,  for  the  pur- 
poae  aforoaaid,  the  aud  fohe,  feigned,  seandaloos,  and 
malidoaa  writing  and  libel  aforesaid,  containing, 
among  other  things,  the  said  divert  acQnilona,  folse, 
feigned,  acandalons,  seditions,  and  malieiotu  matters 
aforeaaid,  in  contempt  of  the  good  and  wholesome 
Uws  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  the  evil  and  pernicious 
esuBpIo  of  others  in  like  ease  offending  against  the 
statute  of  ttie  United  Stetes  in  each  case  made  and 
provided,  and  against  die  pence  and  dignity  of  the 
UBitodeutea. 

And  thejaroTB  foresaid,  opon  tb^  oatha  aforeadd, 
do  fortiier  preeent,  that  the  aaid  Matthew  Lyon,  being 
a  matidoua  and  aeditious  person,  and  of  a  depraved 
naind,  and  of  a  wieked  and  diabolical  diapoaitioo,  and 
also  deceithUy,  wickedly,  and  malieioosly  contriving 
to  defame  the  Government  of  Uie  said  United  Stetes, 
and  with  iatmt  and  deaign  to  defome  the  said  Gov- 
ernment, and  with  intent  to  defame  John  Adams, 
Eetnira,  Preadent  of  the  United  States,  and  with 
intent  to  defome  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
being  one  bcaadi  of  die  Coagrasa  of  the  United 
Slatea,  and  to  bring  the  said  Government,  Preaident, 
aad  Senate  into  c<mtempt  and  disrepute,  and  to 
exdte  apinst  the  said  Oovemmant,  President  and 
Senate  ttw  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  with  intent  and  demgn  to  stir  op  sedition 
within  the  United  States,  did,  at  Patrhaven.  in  the 
said  district  of  Vermont,  on  the  Ist  dsy  of  September 
now  JmI  peat,  with  force  and  arms,  wickedly,  knowingly, 
and  otalieioaal/  writOt  print,  utter,  and  puUish,  and 
then  and  there  did  canae  and  procure  te  he  written, 
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printed,  uttered,  and  pobliabed,  a  eertein  false,  feigned 
seaudalous,  and  seditioas  writing,  or  libel,  entitled 
**  Copy  of  a  letter  from  an  American  dtplomatie  e^i^ 
acter  in  Prance  to  a  member  of  Congress  in  Phlkdel- 
phis  in  which  said  writing,  or  libe^  of  and  concern- 
ing the  latd  Government  of  the  Unitwl  Sutes,  and  the 
said  President  and  Senate  of  the  United  Stetes,  and 
of  and  concerning  the  speech  of  John  Adams,  Esquire, 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  and  con- 
cNtting  the  answer  of  the  said  Senate  to  the  said 
speech,  are  cootetned,  among  other  tliiags,  divers  scnr- 
riloos,  feigned,  false,  aeandalonai  aeditious^  and  msJi- 
ciooa  mattera,  according  to  the  tenor  following,  to  wit : 
"The  misundentanding  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments [meaning  the  Governmente  of  the  said  United 
Stetes  and  Prance]  has  become  extremely  alarming ; 
confidence  is  completely  destroyed ;  mistrusts,  jealousy, 
and  a  disposition  to  a  wrong  attribution  of  motivea  are 
so  apparent,  as  to  require  the  utmost  caution  in  every 
word  and  action  that  are  to  come  from  your  Executive, 
rmeaniog  the  Executive  Government  of  the  Unit^ 
Stetes] — I  mean  if  yonr  object  is  to  avtrid  hostilitiea. 
Had  this  truth  been  understood  with  yon  [mesoiog 
tbe  people  of  the  United  States]  before  [the]  recall  of 
Monroe,  [meaning  James  Monroe,  the  late  Ambassador 
from  the  United  States  te  the  Republic  of  Frsnee,]  be- 
fore the  coming  and  second  coming  of  Pinckuey, 
[meaning  Charles  C.  Pinckney,  one  of  the  late  En- 
voys Extraordinary  from  the  United  Stetes  to  the  said 
R^nblic  of  France ;]  had  itguided  Uie  pensthatwrote 
the  bullyiug  speech  of  your  President  [meaning  the 
said  speech  of  John  Adams,  then  and  still  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress 
at  the  opening  of  their  session  in  Movemlier,  1797] 
and  stupid  answer  of  your  Senate,  [meaoiog  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  Stetes,  being  one  House  of  the  Con- 
gress of  tbe  United  Stetes,]  at  tbe  opening  of  Congress 
[meaning  the  Congress  oi'  the  United  SlMesJ  in  No- 
vember last,  [meaning  at  tbe  session  of  the  said  Con- 
gress in  November,  in  tbe  year  of  our  Lord  1797,]  I 
should  probably  have  had  no  occasion  to  address  you 
ttiis  letter,  [meaning  tlM  said  writing  or  libel ;]  but  when 
we  fonnd  mm  [meaning  tbe  said  John  Adams,  Preai- 
dent as  aforesaid]  borrowing  the  language  of  Edmund 
Burke,  and  telling  the  world  that,  although  he  should 
sucoeed  in  treating  with  the  French,  [meaning  the 
Government  of  France,]  tltere  was  no  dependence  to 
be  placed  on  any  of  their  engageaenia,  rmeaoing  the 
engagemente  of  the  aaid  Govemmentof  France;]  that 
their  religion  and  morality  [meaning  the  rdigton  and 
moridity  of  the  French  nation]  were  at  an  end ;  that 
they  [meaning  the  French  nation]  bad  turned  ptratea 
and  plunderara,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  bo  per- 
petaally  armed  against  them,  [meaning  the  aaid  French 
nalioQ  0  though  you  are  at  peace,  we  [meaning  th* 
people  of  Franca]  wondered  that  the  anawar  of  both 
Housea  [meanuig  both  Houaea  of  the  Coagiesa  of  the 
United  States]  had  not  been  an  order  to  send  lun 
[meaning  the  aaid  John  Adams,  Esquire,  President  of 
tlie  United  Stetes]  to  a  mad-house.  Instead  of  this, 
the  Senate  [meaning  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stetes] 
have  echoed  the  speech  [meaning  the  said  speech  of 
the  said  John  Adams,  as  Preaident  of  the  United  Stetee] 
with  more  servility  than  ever  George  the  Third  [mean- 
ing tbe  iCiog  of  Great  Britain]  experienced  from  either 
Hoase  of  Parliament,"  [meaning  tbe  PatUamant  of 
Great  Britain ;]  to  tlM  peat  scandal  and  infamy  of  tbe 
said  Qoveroment  of  the  said  United  States,  and  the 
aaid  John  AdMns,  t^esident  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  aaid  Senate  of  the  IJnited  States,  iMing  one  of  tbe 
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BoQMfl  of  th«  Consreis  of  the  United  Slates.  And 
80  th«  juron  tfoKsaid,  upon  tbeir  oatht  Bforwaid,  do 
Ui«t  the  said  Matthew  L;on,  at  Fairhaveo  afore- 
■eid,  OQ  the  let  day  of  September  aforesaid,  did,  koow- 
ingly,  wickedly,  deeeitfiiUjr,  and  malioioualjr,  with  in- 
teat  Md  imga  to  deftme  the  mii  OorcrnmeDt  of  the 
United  Btateit  and  the  eaid  John  Adana,  Pfendent  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  Senate,  being  one  House  of 
the  Cengreseof  the  United  States,  and  to  bring  the  saul 
GoTcmment,  President,  and  Senate  of  the  Uaiied  States 
into  great  contempt  and  disrepute  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  excite  against  them,  the  said 
Government,  President,  and  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  the  hatred  of  the  good  ^ple  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted Stirtai^uid  with  tntontto  atir  op  ■edition  within  the 
Vaited  States  against  the  GOTenuaeot  thereof,  write, 
prinl^  otter,  and  publiah,  and  cause  and  procore  to  be 
written,  printed,  attered,  and  publiabec,  for  the  pur- 
poee  aforesaid,  the  eaid  false,  feigned,  scandalous,  and 
malicions  wriUng  and  lilwl  aforeeaid,  containing, 
among  other  things,  the  said  divers  Kurrilooa,  false, 
fugned,  scandalous,  and  seditious  matters  sforeeaid, 
in  contempt  of  the  good  and  wholesome  lawa  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  evil  and  pemidous  example  of 
others  in  1^  case  ofieoding  agatnet  lha  statute  of 
die  UiUied  CKalei  in  aucli  «ua  mada  and  {miidcdt 
and  agMMt  tiia  peace  and  digni^  of  Aa  eajil  United 
8tato& 

And  Am  jarore  aiiweeaid,  a^  tbairoafts  afbreeaid, 
do-AirUier  iwesent,  that  the  said  Matthew  Lyon,  being 
a  malidoos  man,  of  a  depraved  mind,  and  of  a  wicked 
and  diabolical  disposition,  and  also  deceilftilly,  wick- 
edly, and  malieionsly  contriving  to  defame  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  said  United  States,  and  with  intent 
and  design  to  defane  the  said  Government,  and  the 
■aid  John  Adsms,  Esquire,  President  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted Statea,  and  the  Senate,  being  one  of  the  Honeee 
of  the  Gongreas  of  4lo  said  Unftad  Stales,  end  te 
bring  the  said  Government,  Prendent,  and  Senate  of 
the  United  States  into  diirepnte  and  contempt,  and 
with  intent  to  exdte  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of 
the  United  State*  against  the  said  Oovemment  and 
Senate  of  the  said  United  Statev,  and  to  stir  op  sedi- 
tion within  the  said  United  States  against  the  Gov- 
eroment  thereof,  did,  at  Fairbaven  afsresaid,  on  the  ; 
1st  d^  of  September  aforesaid,  for  the  purpoee  afbre> 
said,  with  fbice  and  arme,  knowingly,  wickedly,  de- 
caitfally,  maliciondy,  and  willii^ly  aesiitt  aid,  and 
abet  in  the  falsely  and  malteioasly  writing,  printing, 
nttoriag,  and  publiAiag  a  certain  talse,fcigned,  scen- 
daloos,  and  seditious  writing,  or  libel,  entitled  "  Copy 
of  a  letter  from  an  American  dipleraatio  <Aaraetar  in 
Pfaaoe  to  a  member  of  Congrcse  in  Philadelphia 
in  which  aaid  wifeing ,  or  Kbel,  of  aad  ceneerning  Uie 
OavsniBMBt  ^  the  Uiutad  Statea,  and  the  said  Pres- 
MmM  aad  Ssnate  of  the  said  United  States  and  of 
and  ooaeeming  the  said  speech  of  the  said  Mn 
Aduns,  as  President  of  the  United  Slates,  to  boUi 
Hottsea  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
and  coDcemiog  the  answer  of  the  aaid  Sonata  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said  speech  of  the  Mid  Jnbn 
Adams,  FresideDt  ofthe  United  States,  in  which  said 
writing,  or  libel,  among  ether  things,  are  contained 
iinm  fclsa,  aeaadalons,  and  seditiow  mattors,  aeoMd- 
iag  to  the  tanor  fbllewiag,  to  wit :  <*  Had  dii*  truth 
been  nndwstood  with  yon  [meaning  the  peofds  of  the 
United  Statesj  befiwe  the  teeall  of  MMroe,  [meaning 
James  Moaroa,  Ambassador  from  the  United  States 
t»  lha  Rapafatte  of  FiaaosJ  hofara  tha  eomg  and 


HeeoDd  coming  of  Pinckney,  [meaning  Chsrlea  C. 
Pinckney,  one  if  the  Envoys  Extraordinary  from  the 
United  Statea  to  the  said  R^ubUc;]  had  it  guided 
the  pens  that  wrote  the  bullying  speech  of  your  Pres- 
ident, and  the  stupid  answer  of  your  Senato  at  &a 
openhig  of  GMgress,  in  November  last,  rmeaniiv  the 
speech  of  the  aaid  John  Adams,  as  delivered  1^  him 
to  berth  Houses  of  the  Congrens  of  the  Unitod  States 
at  the  opening  of  their  senion  in  November  lavt,  and 
the  anawer  of  the  Senate,  being  one  of  the  Houaee  of 
the  aaid  Congreas,  to  die  said  speech,]  I  should  proba- 
bly have  had  no  occauon  to  address  you  this  letter," 
[meaning  the  said  writing,  or  Itbei,  last  mentioned.] 
"  We  [meaning  the  people  of  France]  wondered  that 
the  anawer  [meaning  the  answer  to  tiia  sud  speech] 
of  both  Houses  [meaning  both  Hoaoes  of  Uie  Congress 
of  the  United  Stetoa]  bad  not  been  an  order  to  send 
him  [meaning  the  s^  John  Adams,  President  of  tha 
United  Stales]  to  a  mad-house  ;"  to  the  great  scandal 
and  infamy  of  the  said  John  Adams,  in  his  said  capa- 
city of  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  gnat 
scandal  and  infiimy  of  the  said  Sonata,  being  one  of 
the  Hoasea  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stotea,  and 
to  the  great  scandal  and  infamy  of  the  Oovemment  of 
the  eaid  United  States.  Andsotlu)nrorsaf<waasid,ttpoa 
their  oaths  afoiasBid,  do  say  that  the  said  MaltlMw 
Lyon,  wiA  fersa  and  anas,  atFaiihaveu  aforesaid,  in 
the  distriot  afoiesaid,  m  the  first  day  of  September 
aforesaid,  did,  knowingly*  wiUiagly,  wiekedly,  and 
maUciontly,  and  with  intent,  and  deaign  to  defame 
the  said  John  Adams,  President  of  the  United  Stoles, 
and  the  said  Senato,  being  one  of  the  Houses  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said  Govera- 
ment  of  the  United  Stotes,  and  to  Ining  ths  said  Gav- 
crnment.  President,  and  Senato  into  eontompt  aad 
disreputo  with  the  good  people  of  the  Ualted  Stales, 
and  to  excite  against  them,  the  istd  Governnent,  Pres- 
ident, and  Senate  of  the  United  Stoles,  the  hatred  of 
the  good  people  of  the  said  United  States,  and  with 
intent  to  stir  up  sedition  wiUiin  the  aaid  United  Stolea 
against  the  Government  Uiereof,  aid,  asaist,  and  abet 
in  the  malicioosJy  writing,  uttering,  and  pablisluDg, 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  ths  said  fals^  Mgncd*  seaa- 
dalous,  and  maltcieas  writing  aad  last  afowsaid, 
coateining,  among  otbsr  things,  the  sud  dirers  aear- 
riloue,  false,  feigned,  scandabus,  seditioas,  and  mali- 
cious mattera  aforesaid,  in  eontompt  of  the  good  and 
wholesome  Uws  of  the  United  Staitot,  to  the  evil  and 
pernicious  example  of  others  in  like  cuss  ofieadtag, 
contrary  to  the  form,  force,  and  eflsct  of  tb*  etatuto  of 
the  United  States  in  sach  case  made  and  provided, 
and  Bgaiastthe  peace  anddignity  of  the  United  States. 

Whereupon,  the  marshal  of  the  district  aforessid  b 
CMBnandml  foitthwith  to  apprahsnd  the  ssid  Matthew 
Lyon,  if  to  ba  band  within  wdistfiet,  and  him  saiMy 
kaep,  to  ansarsr  to  tha  chargas  whoraoriia  bare  ataads 

iadMlad. 

And  afterwards,  to  wjt,oa  the  sixth  dwaf  tbesaMs 
October  afovesaid,  at  Batlaad  afnresaiil,  before  the 
court  sforesaid,  hws  cometh  the  said  Matthew  Lyao, 
under  the  custody  of  Jabca  G.  Fitch,  Es^.,  marshal  of 
the  district  aforeeaid,  and  by  the  aaid  marshal  bei^r 
btought,  in  his  own  proper  person,  to  the  bar  of  the 
said  eoart  here,  was  forthwith  demanded,  oencereiag 
tta  frnaiissi  in  the  said  indiotaMnt  dwvs  speciied 
and  diarged  span  hint  Iww  he  wHl  aosait  hisMslf 
theieor;  ha,  the  said  HaaJhaw  I^ao,  saiih  ihrt  ha  b 
natffoiiqrtharsataiid  for  trial  pota  bhaself  vpan  tba 
aaoatty;  andOharlasMank,  Bifaiia, atienMrforAa 
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mkI  UnitedStatM  witUa  ud  fcrOa  dbtrict  •fcrenid, 
wko  {mMCttla*  fiw  tlw  Mid  Uoitad  Stal«  in  bUbriuIf, 
datKUMlik«. 

Thcnibr*,  let  a  jury  ef  good  »nd  Ufpful  freeholden 
of  tha  dirtrict  aforanid,  en  the  eighth  A%j  of  the  nme 
Ootobmr  atbresud.at  Rotbad,  Id  the-district  aforessid, 
IbeiaupOD  bare  come  before  the  coart  afbreeaid,  b; 
wtaB  tha  tralli  of  tha  BiatUH  albnaaid  maj  ba  batter 
kaairA— Wibo  an  aotof  kia  totbaaaid  Matthew  Lyon— 
la  jaoo^tae,  opon  Uiair  oath,  wbathv  the  aaid  Mat* 
4keir  LjroD  be  guilty  «r  not  goilt;  of  the  charge*  of 
which  ho  aUBM  indioled  ea  afiiMaaid;  beoaoae,  aa 
wall  the  aaid  CharloB  Manh,  eaqain,  who  prosocutet ' 
far  the  aaid  Uaitod  Statea  in  hie  bahair,  aa  ^  aaid 
Hattbew  Lyon,  haTe  pot  thamaalTaa  qpoo  that  jniy 
fin  trial  of  nid  iaaae. 

And  aftnrward^  to  wil*  ok  il»  aama  nghth  day  of 
Oetober  afareaaid.  atRatland,  la  tha  dlilritt  afaraaaid, 
before  the  aama  court  aforeaaid,  cana  aa  waU  Ae  aaid 
Charlea  Manh,  Bafoire,  who  proaecutea  for  the  aaid 
United  States  in  thia  behalf  aa  the  aaid  Mauhaw  Lyen, 
in  hi*  own  proper  petaon ;  and  the  jurors  of  liOn  'yatj 
aforesaid,  1^  the  said  Marahal  for  thiaparpose  mnpan- 
neUed  and  retarMd,  to  wot,  Joho  Kamadal,  Jabea 
Ward,  J<din  Hitchcock,  Jan.,  Bildad  Oteatt,  AnAww 
Leach, Daniel  Jitiia,Jo^na  Goaa,  Philip  Jonaa,  Joaiah 
Harria,  Epbraim  Dodb^^,  Moaaa  Vail,  and  Eliiba 
Brown,  who,  being  ealled,  came,  and  being  elected, 
tried,  and  sworn  to  ifcak  the  tn^  ef  and  concerning 
the  premiaea,  upon  their  oatba  say  <hat  tha  said  Mat- 
thew Ljon  is  guilty  of  the  cterges  of  which  be  stands 
iadirtad  afercsoid,  in  foro  aforesaid,  as  the  indiet- 
ment  aforesaid  is  aoppoasd  against  bioi.  Axd,  npon 
tbi^  it  is  forthwith  dnnaadedoftheaaid  MaUhaw  Lyon, 
if  |m  balk  any  thing  further  tu  say  wherefore  the  said 
court  here  ought  net,  en  the  prnariifls  afonaaid,  and 
verdict  afeieaaid»  to  proceed  tojudgBODt  againat  him, 
wko  jBttUag  seith.  And  aftMranudsk  *o  wit.  «a  the 
miofth  day  of  the  aame  OctMter  aforeaaid,  at  Rutland, 
ili  ijhe  diatikt  aforesaid,  befim  lha  eoiut  aftwanM, 
aasM  the  aaid  Matthew  Lyon,  ia  his  own  proper 
parson. 

Whereopon,  all  And  MOgntar  tha  psemists  being 
seen,  and  by  the  iiodgH  of  the  oonrt  bore  Intty  undar- 
ihaod,  itii  can«dered  and  erdeced  by  ibe  sonrt  that 
Ike  a^  Matthew  Lyon  be  iawriaoned  foar  ealandar 
mentha;  that  he  pay  a  fine  of  one  thenaand  dollars, 
and  tha  coats  of  this  prooacnUon  ;  and  that  he  stand 
committed  until tbu  sentence  becomplied  with.  Costa 
of  prosacBlion  taxed  at  sixty  doUan  and  nioely-six 
cents. 

Judgment  entered  this  ninth  day  of  Oett^Mr,  A 
D.  1798. 

By  order  of  court : 

CEPHAS  SMITH,  itrs..  CUrJt. 
Hittimm  issued  October  9,  1798,  a*  eight  a'doek, 
forenoon.  CEPHAS  SMITH,  Jok^  CJcrA. 

I  heralv  earti^  that  the  preceding  is  a  true  copy  ef 
the  naetOt  examined  and  collated  thia  S-M  day  of  J>»* 
cuibar,  A.  I>.  1819,  by  me, 

JnBB  <30rS>  Clmk  V>.  Dkt. 


Hivrmivt  or  Vhxoitt,  to  %nt  .- 

T%e  Pretidmt  of  iht  Vnittd  Statt*  to  the  Marshal  of 
the  Bittriet  of  Vermont. 
Whereas  Matthew  Lyon,  of  Fairhaven,  in  the  ooonty 
of  Rntiaad,  in  thm  dlalrict  of  Venhont,  before  die  cir- 
atit  «0W«  ttf  the  United  States,  began  and  bold  at 


Rutland,  within  and  for  the  said  district,  on  the  third 
day  of  October,  ia  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seTsB  hundred  and  oinety-eight,  and  of  the  independ- 
enoe  of  the  said  United  States  the  twenty-third,  wsa 
convicted  of  writing,  printiog,  uttering,  and  publish- 
ing. certain  falstv  ecandalous,  and  seditious  libiels,  and 
of  aiding,  abetting,  and  atsiatiog  tliarein,  contrary  to 
Uie  focm,  t»tc9,  and  efiect  of  tha  atatvte  antilled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  pw 
iabment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  Suuask" 
and  lenlenced  to  iffiprisonment  for  the  term  of  fow 
calendar  months,  to  pay  .a  fine  of  one  thousand  dollus 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  costs  of  this  prasecotion, 
taxed  at  sixty  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents,  as  appears 
of  record,  whereof  exeeation  remaioa  to  be  oone: 
Therefore, 

By  tha  anthvity  of  the  United  Statea,  you  are  hereby 
oNnmanded  to  impriaon  him,  the  said  Matthew  Lyon, 
in  either  of  the  jails  of  the  United  Statea,  within  and 
for  the  district  of  Vermont,  for  the  term  of  four  calen- 
dar months  from  the  date  bereef ;  and  on  his  (die  eaid 
Motthew  Lyon's)  wghct  er  reAiaal  to  pay  said  fine 
and  eoato,  you  are  to  keep  and  detein  bim,  the  aaid 
Matthew,  in  imprisonment  aa  aforeaaid,  anlil  hepi^ 
the  said  fine  and  costs,  with  fifty  cents  for  this  writ, 
and  the  coata  of  eeaunitoMBt,  together  wi^  yoar  foes, 
or  nntil  be  be  athsawiae  difoharged  aoeeading.to  law. 
And  of  tliia  writ,  with  your  doiMgabaBVilli  make  dve 
return  acoording  to  law,  at  oar  jeid^coiit;  on  the  Arat 
day  of  May  next. 

Witness,  the  hoaorable  Oliver  Ellsworth,  Esqnin^ 
Chief  Justice  uf  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Statea,  at  Rutland  aferesaid,  tho  ninth  day  of  October, 
at  aifhl  o'deek,  fofcnoon,  A.  D.  one  tiwusand  seven 
bundwd  and  ninety-«ight,  wtd  of  tha  ind^eadMOO  of 
the  aaid  United  Stales  Ibe  twenty-tkiid. 

CEPHAS  SMITH,  Juir.,  CJer^ 

DiBTBiGT  or  Vkbvost,  Odober  10,  1798. 
By  virtue  of  the  witbtn  wtit,  er  warrant  of  commit- 
ment, I  ooouBittad  tbe  body  of  the  withia-named  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  within  the  prison  in  the  city  of  Ve^en- 
nes,  and  iell  a  true  and  attested  eepy  ef  thia  writ,  with 
my  endorsement  thereon,  with  the  katfer  ef  aaid 
prison. 

Feee  of  oMsmitment,  fi^y  cents. 

Aueat:        JABEZ  O.  FITCH,  MarM 

DisTuoT  or  Tnsien, 

VxBoinsxs,  the  9th  day  of  February, 
8  o'ehek,  A.  M.,  1799. 
The  within-named  Matthew  Lyon,  having  compUwl 
with  the  within  wanant,  is  hereby  discharged  from  bis 
confinement 

Attest:         S.  PITC^  JtforaAaPt  d^ufy. 

OHIO  BOUNDARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roan,  of  Ohio,  the  Hoa« 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  a  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  his  colleaffucj  Mr.  Bbush,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  lor  inquiriDg  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  a  stirvey  of  the  northern  boundary 
of  tlte  State  of  Ohio. 

On  this  resolution  there  was  some  debat^  the 
coarse  wiiicb  only  can  be  briefly  statad,  m 
follows : 

Mr.  McCoy  wished  to  know  whether  the  fitate 
of  Ohio  WW  to  bear  the  expense  of  the  mrrey ; 
otherwise  he  shonM  be  opposed  to  iL 
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H.  or  R. 


State  of  the  Bnaticee. 


DaoBHBBit,  ISatK 


Mr.  Ross  stated  the  existi^  difficnlues  which 
nake  a  surrey  necessary.  The  officers  of  the 
Stal^  and  those  of  the  United  States  in  the  Terri- 
tory  of  Michigan,  both  claimed  jurisdiction  over 
a  considerable  strip  of  land  j  the  cooseqoence  of 
which  was,  that  the  aotbority  of  each  was  put  at 
defiance  there, 

Mr.  Sibley,  of  Michi^n,  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution,  because  be  wished  the  House  to  act,  in 
fwderence,  upon  a  report  on  this  subject,  made  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds  at  the  last  session, 
prescribing  a  coarse  which  he  thought  correct, 
and  to  which  he  proposed  calling  the  attention  of 
the  HoBse  hereafter. 

Vtr.  BsBOBER  and  Mr.  Bkobb  both  entered  at 
some  length  into  a  defence  of  the  claim  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  in  Avor  of  the  proposition  be- 
fore the  House ;  contending  that,  in  the  report  of 
die  committee  of  the  last  session,  the  clums  of 
Ohio  had  not  Wn  sufficiently  regarded,  &c. 

On  the  questioD  to  agree  to  the  proposition,  as 
mived  by  Mr.  Rms,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tiva.   So  the  moUcn  was  lost. 

STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 
The  Spsakbh  then  kid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting his  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  Trea- 
sury ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stobrs,  three  thou- 
sand copies  thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

TasAsuBT  DasABTKsxT,  December  i,  18S0. 
In  obedience  lo  the  direction  of  the  "Aetflapp]«> 
■lentsr;  to  the  act  to  establish  ttw  Trsasniy  DqMrt 
ment,"  the  Sccretarj  of  the  neasUTnapectfkilly  snb- 
nUs  the  feltowiog  report: 

L  qfOsJIesaiM. 
The  not  Teveaae  arbiog  ttom  Imports  and  tonnage, 
iBtemal  duties,  direct  tax,  nUic  lands,  postage,  and 
other  incidental  rceeipt%  during  the  year  1817,  amount- 
ed to  984,866,327  84,  nx: 

Customs,  (see  sUtemeot  A.)  -  -  #17,364,776  16 
Inlemal  duUes        ....     3,678,813  77 

Direct  Ux   1,833,787  04 

Public  laada,  axclaslTS  of  Hisdsrippi 

stock  3,016,971'  00 

Foatago  and  other  ioddsntal  neeipta      313,666  38 


That  which  aeernod  ftom  the  same  souoea  duiag 
the  year  1818  amoaated  to  #30^96,300  66,  vii : 
Costonu,  (see  sUUnent  A.)   -      -  $31,838,461  48 
Anoars  of  interaal  datle*  -       947,946  33 

Arrears  of  direct  tax  -  -  -  368,936  01 
PaUie  lands,  exchisiTs  of  Miasksinn 

slock   2,464,637  90 

PosUge,  divideDds  on  bank  stock,  and 

other  incidental  reeeipu      -      -        690,848  93 


And  that  which  accrued  from  tfae  same  sonrees  dor- 
ing  the  jear  1819,  amoaoted  to  931,436,700  69,  vis: 
Castoms,  (see  sUtcment  A.)  •      •  917,116,708  96 
Arrears  of  Internal  dutici^  (see  stat^ 

mentBO   337,444  01 

Airaars  of^ direct  tax,  (see  statement 

B.)   80,860  61 


Public  lands,  exdostre  of  Mississippi 

stock   3,374,433  78 

Postage,  and  other  inddeatal  receipts  61,380  83 
First  iastalmeot  from  the  Bank  of  the 

United  StMes,  and  dividend  on  the 

stock  in  that  bank      -      -      -  #676,000  00 

It  ia  BSDsrtained  that  tfae  gnns  amoant  of  datiae  m 
merchandise  and  tonn^  which  aeeraed  during  tha 
first  three  quarters  of  the  prosent  year  oxcoads 
9l6»840d000.  And  the  salee  of  pnbtie  lends  during 
the  first  two  quartan  of  the  year,  exceed  91,340,000. 

The  payments  in  the  Treasury  daring  Uie  first  throe 
quarters  of  the  imeent  year  are  imimatwll  to  amonnt 

to  91M1B|U7  49 

Via: 

CaatOBas  913,078,618  13 

FnUie  Lands,  sxeln- 

nve  of  Misoiasippi 

stock  '      •      •     1,184^  33 
Arrears  of  internal ) 

duties  -  \     104,760  SO 

Arrears  of  direct  tax  ) 
Incidental  receipts  -      079,740  14 
MoBeysroeeiTod  from 

loana  -  -  -  3,646.481  47 
BepaymsnU    •  86,630  34 


And  the  payments  into  the  Tiaasn- 
ry  daring  the  fourth  quarter  of  the 
present  year,  from  the  saaie  sounes^ 


are  estimated  st 


-   93^,000  00 


Making  the  total  amonnt  eatimatedto 
be  received  into  the  Troasurj  dur- 
ing the  Tear  1830       -             -  S0,S49,«S7  49 

Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the 
Tiaasaiy  on  the  1st  day  of  Janua- 
ry last,  amounting  to  -      -  3/170,607  14 

Makes  the  aggregate  amount  of     -    33,838.844  68 

The  spplicstion  of  this  sum  for  ths 

year  1 830  is  eatimatsd  as  follows : 
To  the  80th  of  September  the  pay- 

menU  have  amounted  to     -       -  916,909^18  80 

Tlx: 

Civil,  diplomatrc,  and  mueenaneons 
szpenees  -     3,078,078  86 

Military  service,  inclu- 
ding fertUcattons, 
ordnsnee,  Indian  do- 
partnunt,  revohi* 
tionary  and  milttaiy 
peneiooi,  arming  the 

militia,  and  arrears-  ' 

gee  prior  to  the  1st 

of  January,  1617  -  6,048.060  00 
Naval  aerviee.  inelod- 

ing  the  permanent 

appropriation  for  Um 

iocreaee  of  the  navy  3,946,763  00 
Pablic  debt,  including 

«1, 143,879  65  for  the 

redemption  of  Missis- 

s^pi  certificates      •  6.840,010  66 

Dnrine  the  fourth  quarter  it  is  estiaa- 
lad  UUt  the  payaaols  will  anoont 


to 


0,06^  00 
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ff>winiw,  18S0; 


Statt  0/  the  Fmojuies. 


H.OFIL 


Vii: 

CnUt  di^oautis  and 

miMMlniMOiN  axDMi- 

■M  ...  #400^000  00 
HUiluyMnM*  -  -  1^,090  00 
ITanl  amiw  -  -  806^  00 
PnbliedtbttDtheliter 

JuMMj,  tail        -  00 

JUkiDg  dM  atB«if>to  MBwont  of    -  M,MM18  M 


And  leKTiof  on  Uia  lit  of  Jaauiy, 
1821,  •  twlmne*  agiinit  tb«  Tnmi^ 


17  BitBBfd  at  - 


.  •MSO.IM  17 


It  Of  tk€  PubUe  Debt. 
The  flindtd  debt  «Ueb  wwoontnctad  bafcre  the  rear 

lBlS,aiidwhkbinanBiadenDadon  the  letof  Oeto* 

bar,  1810.  aa  appaara     tha  ati^ 

ment  No.  1,  amoiinted  to  -  -  «SU,868,S54  71 
And  that  oimtractod  aahaaqoent  to 

the  lat  day  of  Janoarf,  ISIS,  and 

unndeaned  on  the  latdaj  (tf  Octo- 
ber, 1819,  aa  appaara  by  the  aame 

atatamenl,amoiiiitedte  -   68,060,880  SO 


Making  the  anrefate  anoDDt  of    -   B1,7S8,B01  00 
Which  inm  af  rrea  with  tha  anonBt 
aaftatad  in  the  lait  annaal  report  aa 
amedeemad  on  the  lit  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1819,  excepting  the  aom  of 
908  40,  which  waa  tbea  short  esti- 
mated,  and  nhicb  haa  atnce  been 
eonoeted  by  aetnd  aatUament. 
In  tha  fbtnth  ^nailar  of  1819,  there 
wu  added  to  tha  above  anm,  te 
Treaaaiy  noiaa  bfonght  into  tha 
Tnaanry  and  eaneidled,  the  fidlow- 
ing  emna,  -m : 
Ik  abe  per  aanb  etoA    •  f4,l&S  18 
In  aavan  par  cmt.  atedt  -   10,SS6  00 


MahiiW  

Ftam  which  dadoct  Lon* 

inana  atx  per  cL  atock 

rrimbaraed  on  the  Slat 

of  October,  1819  -S»e01,871  14 
And  deArred  itock  re* 

imbnned  between  the 

let  October,  1819,  and 

let  of  Jaauaiy,  1880  •  848,068  47 

Making  the  pablie  ddit 

which  was  unredeem- 
ed on  the  lit  day  of 

January,  18tO,  aa  per 

atatement  No.  S,  am't 

to  - 
From  the  lit  of  Januaiy 

to  the  30th  of  ^eptaof 

bCTf  induaiTe,  diere 

wna,  by  funding  Tree- 
mtrj  notea  and  ianing 
three  per  cent,  itock, 
for  intereet  on  the  old 
regiatered  debt,  added 
t0  tha  public  debt,  aa 


14,677  18 
91,740,868  18 


3,043,434  61 


88,899,333  67 


appaara  by  atatement 
No.  3,  the  amount  of  ^,060  19 
And  by  tha  loan  aathor- 
iied  per  act  of  May, 
10,  1820  .  -8,648,481  47 


Making  - 

From  which  dedaet  the 
amount  of  atock  pnr- 
cbued  during  that  pe* 
riod,  aa  par  atatement 
No  3       .      -  - 

And  the  eatimatad  r«- 
imbnraement  of  de- 
ftrradatoek 


*3,679,081  66 
01,479,816  SS 


-  40  34 


-   863,768  76 


Making,  on  tha  let  of 
Oelober,  1880,  aa  up- 
paan  by  atatement 
No.  8,  the  mm  of 

To  which  add,  in  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1 830, 
OB  aecoontof  the  lean 
of  lha  16th  ofM^of 
tha  aMae  year 


Making  - 
There  will  be  reimbumed 
of  the  principal  of  the 
defisrred  etoek  on  the 
let  of  January,  1881  84»,4M  16 
Since  the  80th  of  Sep* 
tamber  laat,  the  reei* 
due  of  the  Louiriana 
atodc  haa  baBoaw  i*- 
deemabto,  amounting 


268,703  IS 


-   9l,SS0,6n  II 


464,667  68 
01,080,068  TT 


to  - 


•%S16308  78 


Which,  if  diicharged  be- 
fore the  firat  day  of 
Jan'y,  1831,  wiU  leave 
of  the  pubUc  debt  un- 
ladeenwd  on  that  di^. 


The  Treaaury  notea  yet 
in  circnlation  are  eatt* 
mated,  aa  appeaia 
atatement  No.  4,  at  - 


a,46A«8AS  04 


89;it4;U6  88 


-   •37,666  00 


The  whole  of  the  awarda  made  by  die  coBuaiaaionam 
aiwointed  under  tha  aeratal  aetaof  Cougreai  Ux  Am 
indenuuficatiBB  of  oertaia  claim  ante  of  pnbtio  iand% 
aa  appean  by  atatoawKt  Mo.  6,  [not  canmBBkBlM 
to  Congraea,]  amoonlad  to    -      .  «4,S88,I61  IS 

Of  which  there  haa  been 
reoeivad  at  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office       -  8^,808  31 

And  there  waa  paid  at 
the  Traaemy  auty-«x 

Sr  eent  on  ^l/tSl,- 
6  69  -      -        •  1,142,870  66 

■   8,688,187  W 


Leaving  onlatanffing  on 
iheSOthofBaptamber, 
1880 


«680,968  86 
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3.  0/  the  atimata  of  the  piMU  rtmmttmd  u^md- 
Uma  far  Urn  ftar  1831. 

Id  fonning  nt  ettiintteof  the  reeripti  into  tbeTVra- 
raiy  for  the  year  IBSI,  the  asMtnat  of  rerenoe  boodi 
ontirtending  on  89di  dt;  of  S«ptem1>er  lut,  the 
•am  due  tar  public  land,  the  abilit;  and  diapoiitiOD  of 
the  eonBimiri^  to  porchaM,  and  eepeciall;  the  qnao- 
tiltf  and  qnality  of  the  land  inteddeu  to  be  ezpoaed  at 

Kblic  aottion  in  the  course  of  the  year,  preeent  the 
ta  npon  which  the  ealcntatiom  nntit  be  made.  Am  a 
portion  of  the  datiea  which  aoente  in  the  fcorth  quar- 
ter of  the  preeent  year,  and  in  the  first  and  second 
qnarten  of  the  next,  form  a  part  of  the  receipta  into 
the  Treaeory  for  the  latter  year,  the  amoant  received 
will  exceed  or  fall  abort  of  the  eetimate,  by  the  difler- 
ence  between  the  dntiee  which  actnally  aecrae  in  thoea 
qURTtera,  and  are  payable  within  the  year,  and  the 
amount  at  which  they  had  been  eetimated. 

The  xecHpta  into  Uia  Treaasiy  ma^  riao  eoBiid«ra- 
My  exceed  or  fall  abort  of  the  am  eatmatad,  im  •onae-  I 
qbenea  of  the  iaaoa  itf  a  greater  or  lea  uwoiit  «f  de- 
bentures payable  dnrlDg  the  year  18SI,  tha*  bad  been 
eatimated. 

The  degree  of  puuctuatity  with  which  the  revenue 
bonda  are  diacfaoi^,  upon  wfaidi  the  eatinntoia  Am- 
•d,  iHit  secesaarily  affect  the  amoant  that  win  be 
«eiMd  into  the  Treuuiy. 

If  Um  aeeroing  ravanna  of  the  preeent  and  two  suc- 
ceeding quartera  ahonld  exceed  that  of  the  eonemond- 
Ing  qnaiteia  of  the  preamt  aad  laaC  yaun;  tt  the 
amoant  of  the  debentures  which  mm  bo  iastied  and 
made  payaUot  ao  as  to  aflbct  the  ree^pu  of  the  year, 
ahonid  be  leaa  than  that  of  preceding  years  akiea  tbe 
peace,  compared  with  tbe  groea  amoeol  of  dntiaa  se- 
cured widiin  those  yean,  reapeetivaly ;  and  if  greater 
puDCtuality  in  tbe  payment  of  the  revaMo  bonds  now 
ootatanding  should  be  obserred  than  doriog  the  iaat- 
BMntioned  period,  the  reeeipu  from  the  otatoma  will 
«xo*ed  the  eatimalea  new  presented ;  and  tbay  will  &1I 
-ahart  ef  it  ohonld  all  these  contiogeneiea  ho  unfaTora- 
Ue,  M  haa  been  the  caae  during  the  present  year. 

Tbe  TOTenae  bonda  ootatanding  oo  the  80th  of  Stip- 
tember  laat  are  eatimated  at  918,7?0,000;  Of  Mm  aam 
$8,130,000  are  in  suit,  of  which  aboat  ^,t69,000will 
not  be  collected  on  account  of  tbo  «ia<Avency  of  the 
debtors;  leaving  the  amoont  of  bonds  ootstandbig, 
apon  which  eoHeetions  are  to  be  made>  eatimated  at 
917,630,000.  The  amount  id  dotiae  aecored  doting 
the  fitat,  second,  and  tiiird  qowtera  ef  Hw  year 
h  eatimated  at  tiatSfiOiOOO;  and  that  of  the  whole 
year  may  be  eatimatad  at  916,000^000.  The  amoant 
of  debentures  outstanding  on  tbe  90th  of  September 
laat,  and  payaMa  daring  the  yew  18SI,  ia  eatimated  at 
#1,M»,114  10,  which  iaaat^te  ba  increased  by  the 
onoant  iaaaad  in  the  pveaent  qaarter,  a»d  daring  the 
ikhole  ef  the  «ne«ing  year,  elmrgeabia  upon  the  reve- 
flue  of  (hat  year.  The  a^wrage  anMal  amoant  of  de- 
benturea,  bountiee,  and  allomUMe^  and  expeoaea  of 
odleetiMi  chacgaable  npnt  the  reveaao,  haa  been  aa- 
oaituned  to  be  naaily  aqod  to  fliteea  per  oeot.  of  the 
average  annual  anount  of  tiia  dollaa  upott  faaporta  and 
timnage,  which  accrued  from  the  year  1S16  to  theyear 
1819,  inclttdve. 

If  this  proportioa  be  applied  to  tbe  reveBae  bonds 
ontatanding  on  tbe  90tix  of  September  last ;  and  if  tbe 
Toeeipu  tma  tbe  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  upon  dutiea 
oecatcd  during  tbe  present  and  Um  two  aoeeeediBg 
foarlaiL  are  aaaomeo  to  be  equal  to  my  dafcliuoy  r»- 
flaltii>r*Mntbewant<tf  poDctuaK^ln  tbadtadurge 
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of  the  ontatanding  bonds,  the  reeetpla  into  the  Treaa- 
ury  fbr  theyear  1021, from  thiamroaof  ra««ane,mav 
be  eatimated  at  9H,000,000. 

Tbe  receipts  into  tbe  Treasory  from  tbe  pnUic  land, 
during  tbe  first  three  qoavtom  of  the  pnaeot  year,  m 
eettmated  at  «l,m,a4ft  S3,  and  thoea  of  the  eotin 
year  will  probiddy  not  much  exoaed  $1,000^000. 

The  tecMpte  Aom  thataoorae,  during  the  year  Ittl, 
will  prol»bly  not  oMood  thaee  of  the  present  year,  if 
no  inoenttve  to  greater  paootaali^,  or  indaeament  «• 
maka  prompt  payment  aboold  be  preaented  to  the 
public  debtor  in  ^  eouraa  of  the  preeent  aeaaioa  of 
Congrsaa. 

Tht  balanoea  of  intamal  duties  and  dbeet  tax  still 
oataUnding  are  ao  oon^derabie  as  to  justify  an  ettt- 
mate  of  some  extant  ia  ealenlating  the  leceipta  of  the 
enaaing  year*  if  tbo  diffioal^  of  aafimiDg  pajmeot  ia 
Aom  Stalea  wbera  the  UritmA  amoant  m  doe  war* 
not  known  to  be  great.  Under  tbase  rirmmafaanna. 
tbe  reeaptefrom  that  aoonse,  fiv  tiw  eaaninf  year,  aia 
eatimated  at  9100,000. 

According  to  the  foregoing  data,  the  receipts  into 
tbe  Treasury  for  the  anaoing  year  may  be  caitmMed 
as  follows,  via : 

Ooaleaia  9l<0MMH>0 

Public  landa,  •xcInsiTaof  Miaaiaaipp  stock  1,600,000 
Airaom  of  Internal  datka*  direct  tax,  and 

incidental  receipta  ....  100,010 
Third  inaulment  fiom  the  Bank  of  tbo 

United  8utea   500^ 

Bank  dividends  whidi  will  accnw  daring 

tbe  year,  estimated  at  five  per  cent.    ■>  300,000 


Making  the  aggregau  amount  of  -  916,000,000 


The  aMiropri^ona  Sn  tba  aame  peried  are  eati- 
mated ae  mllowa,  via: 

1.  Civil,  diphimalk,  attd  miseelaoeoaa9lf7W,800  Oi 

S.  Military  Department,  including  forlt- 
ficatioaa,  ordnaao^  Indian  depaittieat, 
military  pensiBna,aad  arreamgoa  piiot 
U  the  1st  of  Joaoofy,  IBIT      .      -  4,565,353  61 

3.  NmoI  Department  -      -  3,430,594  56 


Making  an  aggregate  of  9^770,790 


But,  to  determine  tbe  amount  of  tbe  charge  upon 
tba  Treasury  for  the  aerviee  of  that  year,  tbe  fotloar- 
ing  additions  must  be  made,  vis : 

1.  Civil,  dnlomatic,  and  miaeathneoM,  the  anm  of 
91,00(^000;  being  an  amoant  of  appropriationa  tar 
the  preaeat  and  preceding  ^eara  onexpended,  ai^ 
whidi  maybe  expended  during  tbe  year  1831;  and 
the  aum  of  95,477,777  78,  payable  on  oecoaat  of  tbo 
intereet  and  reimbuiaement  id  the  principal  of  tha 
poblic  debt  during  that  year. 

3.  The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriationa  for 
tbe  War  liepartment,  under  the  diflereot  headi  at- 
leadj  enonuratcd,  and  which  h«*a  beeu  dedttotod 
from  die  eatfaoatee,  or  not  iododed  in  them,  (aa  in 
the  caae  of  Revolutionary  pendont,  beeaoaa  the  baK 
anca  of  that  appropriation  ia  estimated  to  be  equal  to 
tha  expenditure  on  timt  ot^ect  during  the  ensuing 
year,)  amounting,  together,  to  93,007,307  03  ;  the 
annual  appropriation  of  9300,000  for  arming  tba  mili- 
tia ;  and  the  Indian  anouitiea,  not  eoAracad  by  tb* 
eatimataa,  ameuntiog  to  915%576. 

3.  Tha  aanoal  appropriation  of  9l>000,000,  ibr  th« 
gradoal  inereaae  of  the  Navy,  irtileh  will  expire  ia 
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IIm  jmt  mi  n  nnespeBded  UuM  on  Ifae 

MiM  Moonnt,  wfaieh  aucj  ba  «ip«nd«d  in  of 
#1,760,000. 

AefDidioff  to  the  Sanwaim^  dau«  the  •xptadHon  of 
the  yeir  1881,  tad  lAieh  u  Aatgnbh  upon  the 
TwMttrf  ilori^  Ilut  ymr,  my  bo  afdmoteo  u  M- 
lows,  Tit : 

1.  Ci*il,diplomkticandiaiwrilaB«oa»  99.Mfl.W0  Q4 
%.  Publio  debt        -  6,477,777  76 

9,  Hifituy  depvtDMM,  indoding  fci^ 

tifieowKu,  ofdDuee,  ladbn  de- 

pattnoBt,  nuUlai;  uid  wndo- 

tisoacjr  poiMtMis,«mengeo  prior 

to  the  lit  of  JoBury,  1817,  and 

iming  tbo  nilitio,  «Dd  Indian 

•ttouitiei  7,446,196  M 

4.  Nsvy  DepartmeBtT  inelading  the 

eom  of  Vl.000.00O  Ibr  Um  gred- 

noHiiiiiMii  of  the  Wnty   -      -    6,170,604  66 


Ifaking  an  ogcngnte  ehaiga  npoa  the 

Treaaniy.  Ibr  the  jmr  1831,  of  -  «I1,3CM17  00 
To  which  odJ  At  holanoe  againet  the 

TmwBiy,  on  the  lot  of  Jan'y,  1881    3.088,169  77 


MafciBC 


•  84,001^  77 


Leafing  a  balance  of  $7,461^86  77  beyond  the  es- 
timatf^  meana,  for  which  pronnoQ  most  be  made. 
[7hu  bilance  ii  reduced  by  a  aobseqaent  eatimate-J 

To  determine  whether  a  deficiency  to  thit,  or  any 
other  amoant,  vill  ocenr  in  aucceediog  years,  is  ex- 
tremely difficolt  The  data  famished  by  the  fiscal 
operations  of  die  Government  since  the  peaces  moat  be 
principally  relied  upon  in  malting  the  caleolationa 
neeeseary  to  arrive  at  any  general  retnlt  upon  this 
rabjeiS. 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  net  revenue  which 
has  Bocnied  from  imports  and  tonnage,  from  the  year 
1616  to  1B19,  inclusive,  has  amounted  to  $120,260,- 
063  40.  If  this  be  divided  by  the  number  of  years  in 
which  it  accrued,  the  resah  will  be  an  average  annual 
nvenna  of  924,062,060.  Bot  the  Torenae  which  ac- 
cmed  In  1816  greatly  exceeded  not  only  that  of  any 
year  previous  to  the  war,  bot  diat  of  any  year  since 
that  epoch.  It  is  also  admitted  that  the  quantity  of 
pntdace  on  band,  at  the  close  of  Ibe  war,  especially  ef 
cotton  and  tobacco,  considerably  exceeded  the  amount 
of  tbe  crop  of  those  articles  made  during  the  preceding 
yMi.  TbeatHlityoflheeoiDmniity,  therefore,  to  pur- 
duao  an  iocreaaed  amoant  of  foreign  artielea  in  the 
year  1S16  axooaded,  in  ncomspondlag  dofree,  that  of 
Mbae^nt  yean,  it  has  also  ba«l  aaeeitaiaed  thai 
the  impntattaa  of  foreign  artidea  during  A»  pwaent 
year  faaa  been  coaaideraUy  less  than  in  any  yaaritaea 
tbe  peace.  To  fonn  an  estimate  of  the  average  annnal 
nvenae  which  may  aocme  from  importa  and  toanage 
dnring  the  next  four  years,  that  will  approxiinate  to- 
wards accuracy,  tt  vrill  be  necessary  to  emtwaoe  in  the 
catenhtion  the  revenae  whidi  accrued  from  the  year 
18Utol8i9,indMiTe,ainoaBting to  9184,610,41406, 
and  that  vHneh  dudl  km  aocnied  in  the  year  IBSO, 
eatinuited  at  914^00(^080,  Baking  tba  aggngato  Mm 
of  9188,610,414  06»  which  giree  the  sbm  or9l9,787r 
SOSaa  tho  average  annual  revenne  for  those  soven 
jraniv. 

Other  viawa,  derived  flrom  the  flacai  operations  of 
the  Oovemtnent,  will  be  found  to  accord  with  this  re- 
mdt*   The  avenge  prodaet  of  the  datiea  npon  k^orta 


and  tonnage,  whldt  aeerted  from  the  year  1801  to 
1807,  iadoaive,  may  be  suted  at  918,640,000;  and 
that  which  aeenied  ftom  tbe  fonner  period  to  1818,  in* 
dadve,  amounted  to  the  annual  aum  of  $11,670,400; 
Tbe  iqcraase  of  population  in  the  United  States  baa 
been  estimated  at  thitty-fonr  per  cent,  in  ten  year*;  if 
tite  increase  of  consumptioo  baa  certaaponded  wMl 
that  oi  popalation,  the  revenue  of  the  year  lOaO,  ai^ 
eording  to  the  reanit  funiiabed  by  the  fint  seven  yeara^ 
would  exeaed  $S0.000^,  and  woold  foil  bat  Ultle 
short  ef  $17,000,000,  aeaordnig  to  the  data  Itamiibeil 
by  the  whole  period.  During  Aa  fonner  period,  tt* 
pnndpal  States  of  Botepe  vrara  involvad  in  wara ; 
wUdi  not  only  gave  to  our  shipping  tbe  pvindeal  part 
of  tbe  eanying  trade,  but  created  an  nnnaual  demand 
for  every  artide  of  exportation,  and  greatly  enhanced 
tbnr  value. 

Any  estimate  founded  upon  the  average  revenue  of 
those  years,  the  dsties  upon  imports  remuning  the 
same,  would,  most  probably,  not  be  real^ed ;  bnt  aa 
Aaee  datiea  won  eooaideBMily  inoreaaad  in  1810,  the 
elgoetions  te  sach  en  estimate  are,  In  aeae  degfea» 
di«inidwd.  From  the  year  1806  to  1SI3»  iodarivok 
the  United  Statee  weia  engaged  in  a  state  of  commelo 
oial  or  actual  warfare.  The  disadvantages  to  whiek 
their  commerce  was  aabjected  by  that  warfore  mmre 
than  ceuntwbalanced  the  peoaliar  advantagea  it  en^ 
joyed  in  the  seven  years  immediately  preceding.  An 
estimate  for  the  next  fow  yeara,  founded  apen  an 
aveiage  ef  tbe  iriiole  tonn,  wonld  mora  prebai^y  fid 
short  of  than  exeaed  dw  aan  wUeh  wonU  be  neainBd 
into  the  Tieaanry,  netwithetandiag  the  dniias  ware 
iuf^bm  daring  two  yeaia  of  that  tacm  than  at  pieaanb 

In  Um  inveetigatiM  of  a  snbject  of  Meh  oompleiilyv 
aflbeting  so  deeply  tbe  interest  of  tbe  commnni^, 
every  foct  and  ^<camataaoe  connected  with  It  ooghl 
to  be  considered.  Since  tlie  year  1807  iww  ioteresta 
bare  ariaan,  wbidi  daim  a  prominent  place  in  tlut  com 
sideraUoD.  From  tineimnwaorial,  houedudd  Bian» 
footuiea  have  existed  in  every  part  of  tiie  United 
Statea.  The  ■lenhaniftBl  aii%  (thoaa  bmdiea  «f 
mMiafoctara  widwak  which  aociaty,  even  in  n  veq* 
imperfect  atata  of  dvilixatioa,  could  not  e^st,  (^umgk 
dinering  in  some  degree  from  tliose  pnyeriy  oaaoaw- 
nated  household,  have  long  existed  in  the  United 
Stales.  Since  the  year  1807,  those  bruMbes  of  man- 
ofaetare  have  been  greatly  extended  and  is^roved. 
Otbere  have  been  establiahed,  and  a  large  amannt  «r 
o^tal  has  been  invested  in  maoufoctariag  eataUisb- 
meets,  which  pnaiaa  to  fondih,  in  a  ahort  daa^  m 
ample  snpfdy  of  oelten  and  woollen  naanfoalntea, 
and  most  of  those  of  iron,  glass,  and  varioua  otb« 
artielea  of  great  valve. 

As  commerce  has  been  propwly  defined  to  be  an 
exchange  of  equivalent  value,  it  is  probable  that  by 
the  foilure  ob  our  part  to  recdve  iron  foreign  nationa 
the  accustomed  supply  of  those  artidea  which  can  now 
be  produced  in  our  domestic  eslabhshments,  the  arti- 
dea vriiidi  diay  have  been  aocodomed  to  receive  Awn 
us  will  lose  aomething  of  Ae  value  whidi  ib^  woirid 
oliterwiBe  have  cenmanded,  until  new  channels  of  ii^ 
terconrse  shall  be  discovered,  and  dififcrent  artidee  of 
merchandise  shall  be  eabatUated  fbr  those  formealy 
received. 

The  eapadty  of  a  nation  to  consume  fbreign  artictet 
depends  npon  tbe  value  of  its  exports,  and  not  npom 
he  ability  to  fumuh  every  artiole  of  primary  or  sec- 
ondary necessity.  The  predoos  metals  are  never  ia^ 
ported  into  any  countiy  when  ceamodilies  which 
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will  oKiUDuid  B  profit  e$n  ht  obliJiMd  for  im|mta- 
lioii.  (Sviiv  foil  ««Vbt  to  th«  fact  tbtt  cottm,  wmrf- 
l«B|  iiOD,  aod  varioa*  other  articlw  which  are  now 
fimiiihcd  hjr  o«r  domorte  MUblUhmeDU.  will  be  here* 
•ftor  xeeeived  from  foreign  naUoni  ool;  to  m  «n«H 
amoant,  $17,000,000  of  reveono  may  be  aMUmed  si 
the  minimom,  and  $20,000,000  as  the  maximom, 
which  will  be  annnallj  rewived  from  import*  and 
tonnage  daring  tiw  next  font-joan.  The  decrease 
whidi  hae  oeonrrad  in  the  nvooDe  in  the  laat  and 
fpieaent  yean  fiiniishea  no  ground  to  diatmat  the  cor> 
■netneei  of  the  foregoing  eonclaiton.  The  coatonu 
fKidaced,  in  1815,  a  net  revenue  of  935.306,0X3  61 ; 
in  1316.937,484,100  S6;  and  in  1817.  $17,624,775  16. 
This  last  year  was  considered,  at  the  lime,  as  the  pe- 
■nod  of  greatest  reaction.  -Acetndingly,  in  1618  the 
net  revenue  from  thp  eaatoms  amonntod  to  $31,838,* 
461  48. 

The  multiplication  of  banks,  the  state  of  the  cnr- 
reney,  and  the  high  price  which  all  exportable  articles 
emnmmded  nntil  the  end  of  1818,  atronghr  invited  to 
•xtrangance  of  mwmj  kindt  and  particmariy  in  the 
flonnmpdon  of  foreign  merchandise.  The  resootces 
of  individnala  had  been,  by  these  seductions,  in  a  great 
degree  anticipated  dniing  the  first  years  which  suc- 
ceeded the  peace.  The  sudden  reduction  in  the  value 
of  all  exportable  articles  which  occurred  about  the 
commencement  of  1810,  not  only  prevented  in  a  great 
dogiee  farther  poichasea,  bnt  rendered  the  discharge 
of  engagoiMntB  pmiondy  oontrseted  impracticable. 
The  pieaiore  thus  produoed  upon  the  community  re- 
acted upon  the  vendere  of  every  speeiee  of  merchan.- 
disa,  whether  foreign  or  domestic,  who.  withoat  thor- 
ongbly  investigating  the  cause  of  their  distreaa,  have 
Bought  for  relief  in  measores  calculated  rather  to  ag- 
gravate than  alleviate  the  public  embarrassment. 

The  issue  and  payment  of  a  larger  amount  of  de- 
ben  tares  in  the  presentyear  in  propmion  to  the  expor- 
tntions  of  the  last,  the  inweased  emoont  of  specie 
ud  'diminished  amount  of  foreign  merchandise  im- 
dmiBg  the  praaent  year,  and  tha  nady  aale  of 
and  domestte  artidaa  now  in  tiie  maifcet,  shew 
duA  the  impMtalion  of  foreign  gooda  ia  upon  the  eve 
of  beiiv  regalated  by  the  dmaand  for  them  for  com- 
somption. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  receipts  from  puUie 
land  daring  the  year  I8S1  cannot  be  estimated  at 
more  than  $1,000,000,  nnleis  some  greater  incentive 
to  ponetnality  or  indneement  to  make  prompt  pay- 
■MBta  dMmld  be  ofiend  bjr  ttie  meaanres  wUch  may 
bo  adopted  in  the  oooise  of  the  proeent  aearion  of  Oon- 
greas.  The  act  of  the  34th  of  April  last,  which 
i^lished  credit  on  ail  purchases  of  land,  and  redoced 
the  mlDimom  price  from  SOO  to  125  cents  per  acre, 
ftimisbes,  it  is  resprctfnlly  conceived,  equitable  ground 
for  legislative  interferMice  in  favor  of  purchasers  un- 
der the  sncient  lystem.  By  that  system,  the  price 
could  be  reduced  to  164  oenta  per  acre  by  prompt 

Syniutt  If  the  act  aboliahiog  credit  had  fixed 
s  mininam  price  at  164  cents  instead  of  136 
conta,  no  equitable  ground  for  legMative  iDterference 
would  exist.  It  is  not  contended  that  the  vender  of 
an  article,  under  ordioaiy  circamstaDces«  does  an  in- 
jury to  a  parchaeer  by  subsequently  selling  the  same 
article  to  others  at  a  low  tats.  But  if  he  has  in  his 
possession  such  a  quantity  of  the  article  sold  as  to 
enable  him  for  an  indefinite  time  to  determine  the 
price  of  the  article,  he  afibeU  the  interest  of  every 
pnrhnia  porabaaer  by  aaeh  redactum*  who  may  be 


constrained,  from  anv  onnsa  whatever,  to  eell  that  arti- 
cle. The  axtenl  of  the  natinial  donun  wiU,  for  area, 
enable  the  Government  to  determine  the  price  <tf  nn- 
impiovcd  land  aimilarly  situated.  It  i«  admhtod  that' 
the  Government  has  been  induced  to  adopt  this  meas- 
ure by  the  most  grave  considerations.  The  most 
prominent  of  these  was  the  necessiQr  of  preventing 
the  further  increase  of  a  debt,  then  about  $&,000,000, 
strongly  affecting  the  interests  and  foeling^  of  a  great 
number  of  citjuna.  If  its  ineranae  was  an  o^ect  of 
deep  Bolidtnde,  iu  diminntion,  1^  an  act  of  grace 
founded  up<Hi  equitable  prindplea,  will  be  in  strict  ac- 
cordance wiUi  the  motivee  in  which  that  jneaaure 
originated.  Difficulties  may  occur  in  adjusting  the 
details  of  such  a  measure,  unleos  it  be  preeented  as  a 
simple  act  of  grace.  Under  this  point  of  view,  it 
should  be  confined  in  its  operaUtms  to  Uie  debtoiB  of 
the  Government  for  public  lands,  and  should  affect 
them  only  to  tbo  extent  of  the  debts  which  tbay  may 
respectively  owe. 

Daring  the  exceeaive  drealatien  of  bank  nofea  not 
oonvertUtle  into  specie,  and  to  which  the  Oovemment, 
from  neeesnty,  for  some  time  gave  eorrency,  and  the 
high  price  which  every  deaeripUon  of  domesUc  produce 
commanded,  large  quantities  of  public  land  were  mAd 
at  public  auction  at  prices  greatly  beyond  their  real 
value.  In  many  instances,  the  first  psyment  which  the 
Government  has  received  could  not  be  obtained  by  (be 
purchaser,  even  if  he  were  able  to  convey  the  land  in 
fee-aimple.  The  proprie^  of  legislative  interforenoa 
to  change  the  relation  between  debtor  and  creditor,  for 
the  benefit  of  either,  may  be  questioned.  Circum- 
stance%  however,  may  arise,  which  will  influence  an 
upright  and  benevolent  creditor  to  relax  fais  demands, 
and  to  grant  relief  to  his  debtor  voluntarily,  which  he 
might  resist  as  an  act  of  power.  Such  is  respectful^ 
conceived  to  be  the  situation  of  the  Government  in  re. 
lation  to  thepurchaaers  of  public  lands,  who,  in  a  mo- 
ment of  infotuation,  have  engaged  to  pay  for  a  portion 
of  the  national  domain  a  lam  greatly  beyond  its  valae, 
and  which  never  will  be  paid. 

In  all  casea  of  this  kind,  the  fiirfoitnre  of  the  earn 
already  advanced  willinevitably  oGCUr,if relief  toaomo 
extent  be  not  granted. 

In  conformity  with  the  foregoing  views,  tbe^foUow- 
ing  propositions  for  the  reli^  of  the  purchasers  at 
puUic  lands,  and  for  the  purpose  of  increaring  the 
payments  into  the  Treasaiy  in  the  eniniog  year,  are 
respectfully  submitted, 

let.  That  avery  paichaaer  of  pabKc  land  he  per- 
mitted, on  or  before  the  SOth  of  September  next,  to 
abandon  any  legal  sabtivision  of  hu  purduee,  and 
that  the  payments  made  upon  the  part  abandoned  be 
applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  instalments  due  npan 
the'  remainder ;  the  right  to  abandon  in  no  case  to 
involve  any  repayment  by  the  Government  to  any  pur- 
chaser. In  all  cases  the  part  retained  to  be  in  the 
most  compact  form  that  the  situation  of  the  whole 
quantity  purchaaed  will  permit 

8d.  i'lie  difieience  between  the  former  and  piesent 
minimum  price  for  eaih  paynmiu  being  eqoal  to 
S3.78  per  oenL  on  th«  fbrmer,  it  ia  m^ieetftaUy  pro- 
poeed,  that  on  payment  of  the  whole  purchase  money 
for  any  tract  of^ land  on  or  befon  the  80th  day  of  Sep- 
tomber  next,  a  deduction  of  36  per  cenL  shall  be  made, 
and  that  any  interest  which  may  have  accmed  to  the 
United  SUtea  in  sudi  cases  shall  be  remitted.  An 
act  of  greater  liberality,  and  which  would  stall  fbrther 
increase  the  recaipU  into  the  Treasury  during  the  nazt 
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ymt,  woaM  b*  to  allow  a  Maotion  of  S7(  per  cent, 
on  all  ra«h  paytnaiitt,  wUdi  n  aqnal  to  tba  ^ifietence 
batwoen  SOO  aod  ISfi  caota. 

3d.  Tbftt  all  ■acM  which  ma;  be  due  by-parchaaen 
of  pablic  land*,  who  shall  not  anil  tbeinaalvea  of  the 
preceding  eooditioaa,  ahall  be  payable  In  ten  equal 
annna)  instaimeata,  without  iotemt,  provided  that 
aucfa  payraenta  ahall  be  puactaally  made  npon  the 
•eTeral  daya  in  eaoh  auccaaaiTe  year  upon  which  the 
pnrebaaea  were  reapecti*cly  aaaa.  Any  failore  in 
makinf  aodh  payment  to  revive  the  original  terma  and 
cobditiona  of  aau. 

If  theea  or  analogo&a  proTiaiona  ahould  be  adopted, 
the  paynenta  from  the  pablic  land,  daring  the  year 
18S1,  will  be  greatly  inereaaed  ;  the  debt  doe  on  that 
aceoant  greatly  diminiahad ;  and  tba  roveane  raanit' 
log  from  that  aoarce  acqniroi  in  Aitnre  yeara,  a  more 
anitem  character. 

U,  then  r  ba  aaanued  that  the  reranua  wbieh  wilt 
■eenie  finn  the  ganama  will  ba  aqaal  to  tha  mean 
•om  between  aeventeeD  and  Iwanty  milKonaof  dellan, 
the  annaal  rerenoe  for  tiie  four  anacaadiiig  jaaia  may 
be  catimaled  aa  foUowai  via: 

Coatome     ......  918,600,000 

PaUic  Unda  3,600,000 

Bank  dividenda  at  aiz  per  cent  -  -  420,000 
iMadeatal  reeeipta      .      -      .      .  80^000 


Making  an  aggregate  amount  of  -  931,500,000 


Bot  if  the  annual  receipta  from  the  caatona  ahall  be 
oalimated  for  the  next  ioar  yen  at  the  average  aum 
of  917,000,000,  the  annaal  ravanoe  fiw  that  period 
wiU  be  equal  tcr  920,000,000. 

Tha  annaal  azpanditora  for  tha  aama  parioil  may 
be  aaliittatad  aa  followa,  viz ; 

Civil,  diplomatie,  aad  miacdlaneoni    •  9MM,000 

PnbUe  debt   6.477,000 

War  Department,  iaelndmg  fortiAca- 

tioD^  ordnance,  Indian  department, 

military  and  revolatioaary  penaioM, 

arming  the  militia,  and  arrearagee 

prior  to  the  lat  of  Janaaiy.  1817,  -  6,850,000 
Mavd  I>epaitmeDt,indading91tOOO,iOOO 

forthapannanentiaoraaaaoftbanavj  8,430^ 


Making  Ibe  aggn«ata  amanni  of  -  916*747,000 


•  Tlw  balaMe  of  tlw  Sinking  Pond,  after  paying  Hhn 
inlMoat  of  tha  fcndad  debt,  and  providing  finr  tba  an* 
Bital  nimbnraement  of  the  ^  per  cant,  datetad  atoek, 
tana  not,  in  turn  eatimata,  been  coaaidared  aa  a  charge 
vpoo  the  Ticaaaty  before  tiie  year  ISSfi,  aa  tha  price 
«f  the  pablic  atoeka  precludea  the  poaaibility  of  pur- 
chaee  vritbtn  the  rates  preacrUted  by  law. 

Thia  catimate  ia  below  that  which  b  required  for  Ihe 
jear  18Si,  but  it  ia  believed  to  be  laaa  than  the  annaal 
flxpandilnre  which  will  be  required  for  the  neit  four 
jearau  Accordiog  to  thia  estimate,  (he  meana  will 
exceed  the  indiapenaable  expenditure,  doriog  that 
period,  by  93.363,000. 

After  the  year  1838,  the  annaal  expenditure  npon 
the  navy  will  be  diminished  by  91.000,000.  'I'he  ex- 
penditure of  the  Oovernment  after  that  year,  indud- 
ing  the  entire  appropriation  for  the  public  debt,  la 
eatimated  aa  followa,viz ; 

Civil,  diplomatie,  and  miaeaUaaeoaa,  -  93,000,000 
Pnblio  dabt,   10,000,000 


Hdilaiy  Dwaitmant,  indodiag  fimUa^ 
tiona,  orJoinee,  Indian  Dqwitment, 
military  aad  Revolationary  pftntiffn^ 
armingtba  mititi8,and  arrearagea  prior 
lotbe  latof  Janoary,  1817, 

Naval  Department  .... 


6.800,000 
3^90,000 


Making  the  aggragat*  amonnt  of  930,370^000 


which,  after  the  year  1S34.  would  leave  an  annaal 
deficit  of  $370,000. 

If  thu  sum  ahouid  not  be  met  by  the  annual  iaereaae 
of  revenue,  reaultiog  from  the  increaae  of  population 
during  those  and  succeeding  yean,  and  the  increased 
coneumption  of  foreign  articles  reaulting  therefrom,  it 
may  be  supplied  by  a  correaponding  reduetioa  in  thoae 
items  of  expenditure  which  depend  d>aoIutely  upen 
the  wiil  of  the  Legialalnre,  aneonneeted  with  the  ex- 
isting laws  regulating  the  permanent  expenditure. 

It  is  therefore  reapeclfully  submitted,  that  it  is  iaex* 
padient  to  resort,  at  this  time,  to  the  tmposilion  of  ad- 
ditional taxea  upon  the  commonity.  The  condition 
of  the  enrrencj  in  aeveral  of  the  States  of  the 
Union  famishea  strong  Inducementa  to  alMtain  from 
additional  taxation  at  this  time.  The  obligation  of 
the  Government  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  without  reference  to  the 
place  where  they  are  payable,  has  given  to  them 
their  univeraal  currency.  All  notes  issued  south  and 
west  of  Washington  have.  In  consequence  of  the  state 
of  exchange  between  those  plaoes  and  the  commercial 
eidaa  to  tM  east  of  thia  place,  centred  in  thoae  dtiea. 
The  bank  has,  conaeqaently,  fonnd  itaelf  oonstrained 
to  direct  those  branchea  to  refuse  to  isaue  their  notes, 
even  upon  tbe  depoaite  of  apecie.  The  effect  of  these 
causes  combined  his  been  the  exdueion  from  drcula- 
tion,  in  all  the  States  weet  and  soath  of  the  seat  of 
Oovernment,  of  the  notea  of  tbe  Bank  of  tha  United 
States  and  ita  offices.  In  aeveral  of  thoae  Stetea  there 
ia  no  sound  papw  drculation.  To  resort  to  internal 
taxatim,  nndar  aueh  drenmatancaa,  woaM  Iw  to  raqnira 
of  tha  dtiieaa  of  tboaa  Btatea  what  it  will  be  impoaat- 
Ue  for  them  to  perform.  Wherever  paper  cirealataa 
aa  money,  which  b  not  convertible  into  epede,  it  dr- 
culatea  to  the  eidosion  epede  and  of  paper  whidt 
is  convertible  into  gold  and  diver  coin.  In  all  aueh 
places,  tbe  payment  direct  or  internal  taxea  in  ape- 
de,  or  in  the  notea  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States 
wii  ba  impracticable.  Preliminary  to  a  resort  to  inter* 
imI  taxatloRofanykind,lbadiartarofUie  Bank  of  tha 
Untied  Blalea  ought  to  be  amended,  ao  aa  to  make  tha 
hiOa  of  all  the  olBeas  of  the  bank,  except  that  at  the 
aeat  of  Government,  receivable  only  in  the  States  wbwe 
Uiey  are  made  payable,  and  in  the  Stalea  and  Tarrilo> 
riea  where  no  offiee  is  established.  The  eSect  of  Uda 
modiflcatien  would  be  to  make  the  notea  of  the  offices 
of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Slates,  except  the  office  in 
thia  Dirtrict,  a  local  currency,  which  will  enter  aiud 
continna  in  tlio  local  drcttlatiaa  of  tlia  Htataa  in  wUdi 
they  are  iasued.  The  notea  thoa  iasnad  will  render  tha 
local  circulation  of  the  Statea  eoand,  and  furniah  to  the 
citixena  the  meana  of  diacbai^ing  their  contribations 
to  tbe  Government.  This  measure  will  atoo  place  tha 
State  institattooa  to  the  aouth  and  weat  of  thia  dty  in 
a  more  eligible  situation  in  relation  to  tlie  offices  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  enabling  them  to  adjust 
their,  aeconnls  with  theae  offices  by  tbe  exchange  of 
notaa,  instead  of  liquidating  their  balancea  by  Uie  pay* 
mant  of  epede.  SbonU  it,  howavar,  ba  judged  azpa^ 
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dieot  hy  the  Lagufaton  to  Wy  addldMMi  b«dn»  «pM 
tk«  people,  for  th*  paipoee  M  ni«BthiK  lb*  «utiDg  or 
%nj  probtble  flitore  defiewnc^.  it  w  f^fectftiMy  anb- 
mitted  ibat  Um  inportitioii  of  foteipi  epuito  be  pro- 
hibited, and  that  a  doty  apon  domeetic  spiiita^  eq^^ 
to  the  amount  of  that  now  collected  apoa  fbifeign  ephv 
iley  nd  to  lucli  deficiency,  be  imposed  on  the  dieUl- 
taUdu  and  tale  of  domeatta  tpirits.  la  aaj  event,  a 
iMort  to  tbaoa  to  the  extent  of  the  deficiency  of  the 
year  1831  will  beindimnaahle. 

Of  the  anm  of  93,000,000,  anthoriiad  the  act  of 
the  16th  May  Uat  to  be  rawed  by  loan.  $2,000,000 
have  been  obtained  at  a  premittm  of  two  per  cent.,  up- 
on •tock  bearing  tntereit  at  the  rate  of  elx  per  cent,  per 
annum,  redeemable  at  the  will  of  the  Government,  and 
11.000,000  at  par,  upon  stock  bearing  intereat  at  the 
rate  of  five  prr  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  at  any 
time  after  the  Ut  day  of  January,  18S3.  There  is  no 
jnat  reaaon  to  doabt  that  any  aum  which  may  be  ne- 
ceaeary  to  be  raised  by  loan,  can  be  obtained  upon 
tarma  not  leea  fovorable ;  but,  as  it  ii  probable  that  the 
aarpluB  of  the  revenue,  after  aatisfying  all  demands 
upon  tbe  Tr«aaary  autboritedby  existing  lawa,  durisg 
the  yecra  IBS'-t,  1823,  and  1824,  wilt  be  equal  to  the 
redemptiun  of  any  debt  which  may  be  contracted  in 
1821,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  tbe  President  of 
the  United  Sutes  be  authoriud  to  borrow  from  tbe 
Bank  of  tbe  United  Staiea,  or  from  other  bank*  or  in- 
dtTidnals,  the  aum  which  maybe  neeeaiaiyfor  the 
fcrvlce  of  that  yeaTj  at  par,and  at  arate  of  interest  not 
azoeeding  six  per  cent,  per  annuo,  ivdeamable  at  the 
will  of  the  GovemmenL 

AU  which  ia  reapeetfully  subnitted. 

WM.  H.  CBAWFORp. 

[Ihle, — For  the  correction  of  erron  in  Aa  pneadiag 
j^iwt,  aae^oi^  Oocarabei  28.j 

CLAIH8  FOR  LOBSBS  BY  WAR. 

Mr.  Staohoj,  of  New  York,  sulxaitted  for  con- 
sidendon  the  following  resolntioa : 

MtmMt  That  a  oonmitleo  be  appmotoA  lo  aaear- 
ttiB  Mid  l^nrt  to  this  Honae  the  auout  of  Individoat 
«luaa  vpoa  the  United  Statea,  in  fiivor  of  AnMrican 
oi'iMaa,  growing  oat  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britp 
aim,  the  Creek  war,  and  the  Seminole  war ;  deaig aating 
liim  dasaee  of  the  claima,  and  the  names  of  the  elaim- 
Mta,  together  with  the  san  or  snma  which,  in  their 
•piaiaa,  ahaU  be  e^uil^  and  &ifly  due  to  each,  eo 
ftv  aa  the  aam*  may  be  praclieaUef  Mid,  ako,  nfou 
tha  expediraey  of  provMuc  ftw  the  aaae  by  iMUng 
«er^,  receinUe  in  p^iMota  fer  the  pubHe  laada,  or 
in  Bvch  other  manner  aa  the  eommittee  may  deem  mat* 
adTMble. 

Mr.  AirsEMMR  ot^ected  to  so  mach  of  this  re*- 
elation  aa  proposed  to  refer  to  a  select  committee 
what  was  ex|ves8ljr  the  duty  of  one  of  the  stand- 
ing committees,  tix  :  an  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  allowing  claims.  He  had  no  objection 
that  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  proposed  an  in- 
quiiy  into  the  extent  of  these  claims  should  go  to 
a  select  committee,  as  proposed. 

To  this  objection  Mr.  Stbonq  replied.  He 
thought,  where  a  genexal  class  of  cases  was  pro- 
posea  to  be  proviaed  for,  the  expediency  of  such 
a  provision  wooldj  rery  properly,  fall  within  the 
duty  of  a  qweial  committee,  rather  than  of  tbe 
iiudiag  eoMmittee,  which  W  alfeady  ao  mueh 
taauew  before  it. 


Dbosmbbi,  1880. 


Mr.  Simciiis,  ooBiidering  the  subicet  of  tUa 
resohitiipi  aa  of  mneh  impcuiance,  wined  to  bore 
an  opportunity  of  deliberating  upon  i%  ud,  there- 
fore, moved  to  lay  it  on  the  taMe  for  farther  eon- 
sideradon. 

Mr.  Gnoas,  of  New  York,  in  opposing  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tatue.  said  that  it 
appeared  to  him  a  great  change  had  taken  place 
in  the  mode  of  proceeding  on  this  subject.  There 
was  a  time  when  claims  of  this  sort  were  thought 
just,  and  promptly  allowed ;  then  came  a  time 
when  they  were  inquired  into,  but  relief  refused — 
now,  gentlemen  would  not  even  examine  the 
claims — which  was  the  only  oligect  of  thin 
sitioD,  &c. 

Mr.  Anoehsok  replied  that  the  change  if  any, 
was  in  the  mode  of  bringing  the  claims  before  the 
Hoiiae.  If  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  or 
any  other,  wouM  biing  any  claim  or  chums  be&ee 
House,  in  tbe  nsou  manner,  he  wotdd  ind  m» 
objeetion  to  the  examination  of  diem.  Mr.  A.  ad- 
nutted  that  it  was  desiraUe  to  know  the  amotmt  of 
these  claims,  and  for  that  purpose  was  very  wiUing 
that  a  select  eommittee  shcnild  be  charged  with 
the  inquiry. 

After  a  few  more  remarks,  from  Mr.  Gross,  the 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  de- 
cided in  the  aflSrmatire  by  a  small  majority. 

COMHERCE  OF  THE  BLACK  SEA. 

Mr.  FuLLEB,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for  eaor 
siderarion  the  following  resolution : 

Betohed,  That  tbe  Committee  on  ComBorce  be  in- 
atroeted  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  hj 
law  such  meaoa  as  mn  be  neeesaaiy  to  (main  ferdw 
dtkoM  of  the  United  Stales  tbe  navtgatbn  of  the 
Euxins  sea,  and  a  participidtoo  of  the  eoameite  df 
its  ports  and  dependeociea. 

Mr.  F.,  after  remarking  on  the  expediency  of  af- 
fording to  comma«e,  unda  jvesent  circumatances, 
all  the  facilities  in  the  power  of  the  Government 
to  tvestow,  went  on  to  say  that  our  commerce  with 
Russia,  it  was  well  known,  was,  at  present,  ahnost 
entirely  carried  on  through  the  Baltic  sea,  which, 
it  was  equally  well  known,  was  closed  against 
navi^tioo  for  the  greaterpart  of  the  year  by  the 
severity  of  the  climate.  The  Euxine  sea,  he  said, 
afibrded  nwdi  greater  facilities,  by  meess  of  the 
rivers  wbieh  fall  mio  it,  for  carrying  on  the  trade 
with  Rmm.  Bvt,  not  haTing  any  agent  tfao^ 
we  have  no  mtans  of  mocniiw  the  penaisiioB  to 
^asfl  the  Binits  of  tbe  DftrdaneUes.  Prom  the  in- 
tormation  of  others,  however,  Mr.  F.  mid,  he  had 
no  doubt,  that  the  requisite  pomisaion  could  be 
chained  by  asking  it  in  a  i^per  fana  and  man- 
ner. The  free  intercourse  with  the  Buzine  wonld, 
he  said,  be  of  much  advantasie  to  us  in  another 
point  of  view.  At  present,  all  our  commerce  wttb 
Turkey  is  carried  on  through  Smyrna.  Several 
ports  of  the  Dardanelles,  Mr.  F.  said,  would  be 
more  convenient  for  this  purpose  than  Smyrna. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  it  quite  advisable  to 
have  an  inquiry  made  into  this  su^ect  through 
the  medium  of  a  committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Stbtbns,  of  Connecticut,  said,  in  reference 
to  Mr.  Fdlur's  intimation  that  ^^fflisaioa  to 
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pKM  tltt  atmite  sould  be  (rf>teitied  if  a^ed  m  a 
proper  manner,  that  he  presnmed  the  agent  who 
asked  it  mast  go  with  soOtetlung  in  band,  and 
auiKjeMed  the  propriety  of  aseatainiag,  before  they 
Went  farther,  what  woald  be  the  coKtof  this  project. 

Mr.  Rhea  sog^ted  dutc  the  mom  would,  per- 
haps, get  more  directly  at  his  object  by  niovinjef  at 
once  to  requert  the  EarecutiTe  to  mxm  a  Miaieter 
to  Tuitey. 

TiM  motion  of  Mr.  FdluA  wss  ttet  agreed  to 
withont  a  divniM. 


TuimaY,  Deooaher  S. 

A  mesHBge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  harepassed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
Ae  relief  of  Eoenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L. 
Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Richardson  Sands, 
deceased,  and  others,"  in  which  they  ask  the  coa- 
eorrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  coataining  the  inf<H^ 
matioQ  reqtiired  by  the  resolution  of  the  23d  ulti- 
mo, in  relation  to  the  executioD  of  the  act  of  the 
1st  of  May,  1820,  amendatory  of  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  peracns  encaged  in  the  land  and 
narai  service  of  the  United  Btiocs,  ia  the  Revo^' 
Intioiuurf  war ;  which  WW  lead,  mi  ordered  to 
lie  oa  tM  taUe. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  Hodw  a  let- 
ter Iran  the  Secfelary  of  the  Treasury,  coramn- 
nkiating  sundry  statements,  rendered  in  obedience 
to  the  xesolation  of  this  House  of  the  13th  of  May 
last,  requiring  him  to  lay  before  the  House  at  the 
present  session]  a  report  of  the  quantity  of  land 
sold  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  passed  on  the 
24th  of  A^il,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lai^;"  as, 
also,  the  name  of  the  porchaser ;  the  number  of 
acres  add  to  each  individual,  or  company,  or  body 
corporate  ;  the  stun  per  acre  for  which  the  same 
'wa»  cold,  distingoishiBg  that  which  shall  be  sold 
at  private,  from  that  which  is  sold  at  public  sale; 
which  letter  and  statements  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Steakeh  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
lirbm  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  transmitting) 
in  obedience  to  a  resolutioa  of  the  House,  a  state- 
ment from  the  Commissioiierof  the  General  Land 
Office,  of  the  number  of  elaims  for  bounty  land 
which  remain  unsatisfied,  tbe  aggregate  number 
of  acres  necessary  to  satiuy  them,  and  the  period 
when  they  will  be  ready. 

The  SrcAEEB  also  communicated  to  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting, 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  a  list  of 
postmasters  who  are  also  contractors  for  carrying 
mails,  the  amount  of  their  compensation,  &c. 

Both  eommniucations,  with  the  aecompanying 
documents,  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  CooKjfrom  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
nported  a  biU,  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  or 
IwchoJas  Janrot,  with  sundry  ameudmeDts,  which 
were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  Inll  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Storks,  it  was — 

lUiolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasunr  De- 
ptrunent  be  ilirected  to  commuaicate  to  this  xtouse 
the  latest  return  made  to  that  Department  of  the  gen- 
eral statement  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
its  offices  of  diicoiint  and  deposite. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sihkins,  it  was — 
Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  reqijeated 
to  la;  before  the  Hoase  a  particniar  statement  of  the 
expensrs  of  the  Army  of  the  United  StAtes,  ftota  the 
Mid  «r  Ae  late  war  to  the  present  year,  indadinf  dw 
estimtes  for  1081,  designating  the  expendhorei  itt 
sack  hraa^  of  the  ensy  for  each  year,  with  aoch  ex^ 
plMBaUoBs  may  be  neceaury  to  render  Ae  stale- 
rasnt  clear  and  ecpUeit.  Also,  that  he  Ity  before  this 
Hooae  the  ainomit  of  bslsnoes,  tf  usy  have  accraed,  in 
each  year,  from  the  aoneys  appiopiialed  fsx  the  sup- 
port of  the  army ;  in  what  way  aach  balances-  have 
accrued,  and  bow  they  have  been  dispoard  of  or  sp- 
pr^iatiMl. 

WEST  POINT  ACABEMT. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  Huoae,  as  soon  as  is  practicable,  a  st«t«- 
ment  ahowiag  the  aggregate  amonot  that  has  been 
expended  on  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  firom  the  eatabliahment  of  the 
same  to  the  present  lime,  in  the  erection  ofbaildjngs, 
banaeks,  repairs  and  materials  for  the  same ;  also,  the 
aggregate  ammiBt  that  has  been  expended  in  pay,  sob- 
sislence,  and  clothing,  of  the  teachers,  officers,  and 
eadete,  that  are  w  have  been  ia  said  academy,  up  to 
dw  prestnt  time  ;  also,  the  aggregsle  amoant  Uiat  hats 
been  expended  on  U>s  qasrtermMter's  depsrtment  at^ 
tached  to  said  inalitotion,  for  wood  and  distriboting 
the  same,  forags,  transportatioa,  stationery,  including 
artidts  nsed  ia  the  drawing  departnent,  books,  math- 
ematioal  inrtnuMnti^  printaog,  and  ell  other  ocntin- 
gsndea,  ap  to  the  present  abo,  the  nnnber  of 
cadcU  thtf  have  been  tdaeated  ia  said  academy, 
since  Uie  first  eatabli^meot,  from  the  District  of  Co* 
lambia,  also  the  number  from  each  State  and  Territory 
in  th«  Union,  also  the  number  of  cadets  now  in  Mid 
academy  ttam  the  Dtstiict  of  Columbia,  snd  from  each 
of  ths  States  and  Territories  reapectively ;  also,  the 
nnmbarwhohave  leeeivsdaneducation  at  said  academy 
who  are  la  ths  Amy  and  Navy  of  the  Umted  SUIm, 
the  Bppoiotracnt  each  holds,  aad  th«  Dtstriel,  State, 
or  Territory,  they  are  from ;  and  also  the  Bomber  of 
orphans,  if  any,  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  country,  or  died  in  ita  service,  who  have 
been  edacated  in  said  academy,  or  are  now  cadets  in 
Uis  same,  and  the  District,  State,  or  Territory,  each  is 
from. 

Mr.  Little  wished  to  correct  the  resolution  in 
one  particular,  in  which  he  conceived  there  was  a 
,  misapprehension.  The  mover  was  certainly  mia- 
takeo  in  supposing  that  the  teachers  or  cadets  of 
the  Military  Academy  were  clothed  hy  the  Got- 
ernment :  the  cadets,  Mr.  L.  stated,  received  pay, 
out  of  which  they  dothed  themselves,  aad  as  it 
was  not  the  fact  that  either  they  or  the  teachers  of 
the  aeademr  were  clothed  by  the  Government,  he 
did  not  wish  such  an  idra  to  go  abroad.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  gentleman  would  modify  his  resolu- 
tion by  omitting  the  call  relative  to  clothing. 
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Mr.  Cahnon  referred  toareportof  the  Secretary 
of  War,  made  at  ilie  lastsessioDj  on  the  subject  of 
the  academy,  to  show  that  the  GoTeniment  waa 
chafed  with  clothing  for  it.  Ad  iton  of  the 
report  referred  to,  stated  a  dlsbuisement  of  fire 
hundred  and  some  odd  dollars  forclothing  furnished 
the  estabUshmeat  at  West  Point.  If,  however, 
the  Gorernment  provided  no  clothing  for  that 
institution,  the  Secretary  would  report  the  fact  to 
the  House,  so^  that  the  feature  in  the  resolution 
which  was  objected  to  he  conceived  had  better  be 
retained.  Mr.  C.  added  a  few  remarks  as  to  his 
motives  in  moving  this  resolution.  Economy  in 
the  public  disbursements  was  imperiously  called 
for  by  the  state  of  our  finances,  and,  among  the 
other  national  establishments,  he  wiuied  to  see  if 
anyretrenehment  could  be  made  in  the  Academy 
at  West  Point. 

Blr.  Little  replied,  that  there  was  a  pert  of  the 
corps  of  engineers  em[doyed  at  West  Point,  who 
wers  regularly  enlisted,  as  other  soldiers,  and  were 
in  the  same  manner  clothed  by  the  Ctovernment ; 
it  was  the  clothing  fat  these  soldiers,  no  doubt, 
which  formed  the  item  in  the  report  referred  to. 
The  resolution  called  for  the  expenses  of  clothing 
the  teachers  and  cadets,  and,  he  repeated,  as  no 
such  expense  aisted,  he  wished  the  form  of  the 
resolution  to  correspiHid  with  the  fact,  and  there- 
fore moved  that  the  feature  he  objeetra  to  should 
be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  the  resolution 
ought  not  to  go  forth  in  such  a  shape  as  to  show 
ignorance  of  the  facts  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
and,  as  there  was  certainly  no  such  provision  for 
the  cadets  as  clothing,  (for  he  presumed  five  hun- 
dred dollars  would  go  very  little  war  towards 
clothing  two  hundied  and  uf^y  cadets,)  he  hoped 
the  motion  of  his  coUeagne  (Mr.  Littlb.)  would 
be  aneed  ti^  and  the  resolution  be  modified. 

m.  Camhoic  assented  to  the  modification  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Littlb  ;  and,  thus  amended,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  ta 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House  then,  tm  motion  of  Mr.  SmTa,  of 
North  Carolina,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, in  relation  to  the  election  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
and  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Reio,  of  Creorgia,  rose  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution,  and,  in  a  speech  of  near  an  hour,  sub- 
mitted his  views  of  the  impolicy  of  amending  the 
Constitution  in  the  feature  contemidated,  espe- 
cially by  substituting  the  mode  proposed  by  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  North  Carc^iua,  replied  to  Mr. 
R.;  and  went  into  a  defence,  considerably  at 
large,  of  the  expedienc]r  of  the  amendment  con- 
templated by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Babbour,  of  Virginia,  followed,  and  went 
into  a  general  argument  against  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  advocated 
the  resoluticfti,  and  replied,  at  some  length,  to  the 
a^ments  of  Messrs.  Reid  and  B&rbodb. 


Dbcbhbbk,  IflSO; 


Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  a  short  time 
against  the  resolution. 

The  qoesUtui  was  then  taken  on  wdering  the 
resolutum  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time, 
and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  'and 
nays.  For  the  lesolutioD  lOSj  agunst  it  59,  as 
follows: 

TiA»— Mssns.  Adans,  Allen  of  New  Toik,  An- 
derson, Archer  of  Maryland,  Areher  of  Virgtofa,  Ba> 
k«r.  BaU»  Bsteoian,  Beecher,  Bloomfiald,  Brash,  Biy- 
an,  Baffom,  Barton,  Butler  of  New  Hsmpebire,  Butwx 
of  Louuisua,  Canpbdl,  Csnnon,  CUgett,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell.  Ciilbr«th,  Calpeper, 
CuibmsD,  Davidson,  Dewitt,  Didtinson,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Ceoneetirat,  Eustii^  Fsy*  Floyd,  Fdgcri 
Foot,  Ford,  Faller,  Oross  of  New  YoA,  Gayont 
Hscklej,  HaU  of  Mew  York.  Hendricks,  Rooks,  Jack- 
son, Jobnaoo,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Ltltle, 
Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Htcuy,  Me- 
'  CnlloBg-h,  McLean  of  Kentockr,  Miliary,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Monell,  Montgomerv,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massacbnaetts, 
Pariier  of  MaasadiuseUs,  Plainer,  Rankin,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards,  Richmond,  Robertoon,  Run,  Sawyer,  Shaw, 
Silsbee,  Simklos,  Sloui,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Soitk  of  Noftt 
Carolina,  Slovens,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swsar- 
ingen,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Up- 
ham.  Van  Rsnaselaer,  Walkei.  WarAeld,  Wsndover, 
Whiunan,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  WiUlani  of 
North  Carolina. 

Nats — Menra.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allan  of  Mas- 
aacbosctts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baldwin,  Barboai, 
Brevard,  Brown,  BnrwcB,  Case,  Clark*  CrawAsd, 
Darlingtont  Denoison,  Earls,  Edwarda  of  Paunsjl- 
vania.  Grots  of  Fennsylnnia,  Hall  <^  Nmtb  Caro- 
lina, Hflxard,  Hibahman,  HiM,  Hoatetler,  Jonea  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Lalhrop,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Cresry,  Marchand,  Meech,  Metealf,  8.  Moore,  Mur- 
ray, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  OTentreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps,  PbiUon,  Pinckney, 
Rood,  Rhea,  Rogers,  Rom,  Secant,  A.  Smyth  of 
Virginia,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Terrell, 
Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Tyler, 
and  Wallace. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  the  qu^tion  was 
decided  ia  the  affirmative,  and,  demanding  when 
it  was  the  pleasure  of  tlie  House  to  have  the  reso- 
lution read  a  third  time — 

Some  discussion  arose  on  the  question  whether, 
as  the  Constitution  required  that  such  a  proposi- 
tion should  be  supported  by  two-thirds  of  both 
Houses  to  enable  it  to  pass,  a  less  number  than 
two-thirds  could  order  tne  resolution  to  a  third 
readtBff.  Two-thirds  of  the  House  not  having 
voted  tot  the  third  reading  of  the  resolution,  All. 
Cobb  made  the  point  of  order,  and  Messrs.  Cvu- 
PBFER,  LownnBB,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Rbea, 
and  LiVEBHOaB,  spoke  upon  it. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  rules  and  prac- 
tice of  the  House  recognised  the  principle  that 
two-thirds  of  the  votes  were  required  on  the  final 
mssage  of  a  resolution  proposmg  to  amend  the 
Constitution;  but  that  any  intermediate  question 
might  be  carried  by  a  majority  of  the  House.  No 
appeal  being  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker— 
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Dvtjf  on  Frendi  Tomiaffe—i^vai  iNfc^pZiM. 


H.or  R. 


The  Rsolntkm  wu  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

To  obtain  &  fol)  rote  on  the  passage  of  this 
refolution,  which  Mr.  Sihkinb  deem^  of  high 
importance,  being  no  less  than  a*  proposition  to 
amend  the  Constitution,  he  gave  notice  that  at 
one  o'clock  to-monow  he  ahoold  move  a  call  of 
the  Home. 


Weonesday,  December  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Delaware,  "Wil- 
LAKD  Hall,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bbecrer,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
the  district  eonrt  in  the  district  of  Mississippi  j 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrt»sed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  PriTate  Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  allowing  farther  time 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  lin^ 
on  continental  establishment,  their  heirs  or  assigDiu 
entitled  to  bounty  lands,  within  the  tract  reserved 
by  the  State  of  Virginia,  between  the  Little 
Miami  and  Sciota  rivera,  to  complete  their  loca- 
tions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ToHLineoN,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  ret^uire  that  the  collector  of  the 
customs  for  the  distnct  of  Sandusky  shall  reside 
at  Portland,  in  the. district  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beechbr,  the  Committee  on 
the  judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  revising  the  laws  estabUsbing  the 
fees  of  the  district  attorney  for  the  district  of 
Ohio,  and  aa  respects  the  fees  of  the  marshal  and 
clerk  <^  the  circuit  and  district  courts  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Oliio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stroko,  of  New  York,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolation  sub- 
mitted by  him  on  the  4th  instant,  respecting  the 
dainu  growing  out  of  the  la-^t  war  with  Great 
Britain,  the  Creek  war,  and  the  Seminole  war ; 
and  the  question  recurred,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Amdbrsom,  to  amend  the  said  resolution,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  following :  "  together  with  the 

*  sum  or  sums  which,  in  their  opinion,  shall  be 

*  eqnhaUe,  and  fairly  due  to  each,  so  far  as  the 

*  same  may  be  practicable.   And,  also,  upon  the 

*  expediency  of  providing  for  the  jnyment  of  the 

*  same,  by  issuiag  scrip,  receivable  in  payment  for 

*  the  imbue  lands,  or  m  such  other  manner  as  the 
t  committee  may  deem  more  advisable."  Andj 
being^  tak«i,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative.  The 
question  was  thai  put  to  agree  to  the  resolution, 
as  amended,  and  determinedin  the  negative. 

The  report  made  on  the  12th  of  May  last,  by  a 
•elect  committee  appointed  to  inqnire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  vraat,  further  provision  may  be 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  provisions  or  the 
Treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Tenitory  of  Mich- 
igan, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 


the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L. 
Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Richardson  Sands, 
deceased,  and  othen,"  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Nicholas  Jarrot,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

DUTY  ON  FRENCH  TONNAGE. 

Mr.  Newton,  &om  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  the  following  bill : 

8ic.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Heute  of 
Repraentativet  of  the  imted  StaUt  of  Amerieu,  *» 
Cmgrtte  aeeembud.  That  the  proTimns  of  the  act, 
antiued  "An  act  to  impose  a  new  tonnsge  duty  on 
FrsDch  ihipt  tnd  Tessels."  psssed  May  16, 1830,  sbsU 
not  extend  to,  or  operate  upon,  any  Frenoh  diip  or 
venel  that  ■ball  hava  entered  into  any  port  within  the 
juriadietioD  of  the  United  States  prior  to  the  SOth  day 
of  Baptember,  1B30. 

Bsc.  S.  Andbe  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the  6ea^ 
tsry  of  the  Treaaoiy,  after  dedactbc  a  tonnage  duty 
aqoal  to  Uiat  paid  by  every  Freodi  ship  or  ▼eaael 
which  entered  the  ports  witun  the  jaiisdiction  of  the 
United  BtatM  prior  to  the  pasaage  and  operation  of 
Uie  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  impoae  a  new  tonnage 
dnt;  on  French  ahipa  and  veaaela,"  pasted  May  IB, 
1830,  from  the  tonnage  doty  colleoted  from  Freneb 
ahipa  and  veeaela,  by  virtus  of  the  above  recited  act, 
between  the  first  day  of  July,  1830,  and  the  SOth  day 
of  September  following,  be,  and  be  ia  her^,  anthor- 
ixcd  and  directed  to  pay  and  reftind  the  remainder  of 
anch  tonnage  doty,  nee  from  cesta  and  charges,  toaay 
peraon  or  persons  who  duU  have  anthoriqr  to  Moeive 
the  same. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
NAVAL  DISCIPLINE. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connectitait,  moved  the  following 
resolution :  . 

Seaolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  If  aval  A&iis  be 
inatructed  to  inqnire  into  the  expedient  of  repealing 
■o  mnch  of  the  act  for  tha  better  government  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Sutos,  as  anthorizee  the  infliction 
of  corporal  pnniabmf  nt  by  atripes  or  lashes ;  and  alao 
to  provide  for  the  pnniihmant  of  any  officer  or  private 
in  tha  Navy,  who  ahall  send  or  accept  a  challenge  to 
flgbt  a  duel,  in  the  same  manner  as  ii  provided  in  the 
26th  and  Mth  artieke  of  the  first  section  of  the  aet 
for  eatabliahing  rales  and  arttdes  fbr  the  government 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Smith,  vf  Maryland,  said  if  he  understood 
the  resolution,  it  proposed  a  measure  which  would 
have  the  effect  alb^ther  to  destioy  the  dBeiency 
of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Foot  replied  that  the  resolution  proposed 
only  an  inquiry,  the  object  of  which  was  the  ex- 
pediency (^establishing  an  uniformity  in  the  mode 
of  governing  the  Army  and  Navy.  In  the  act  of 
1813,  regulating  the  articles  of  war.  corporal  win- 
ishment  in  the  Army  had  been  abolished.  Whe- 
ther it  was  expedient  to  establish  the  same  rule 
for  the  government  of  the  Navy,  or  not,  was  a 
matter  wt  inquiry,  which  might  be  ascertained 
under  this  resoluuon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  lay  the  res* 
dution  on  the  taUe ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
The  engrossed  resolution  proposins;  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  with 
respect  to  the  mode  of  election  of  Representatives 
to  Congresa  and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  Suies,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  OvEBSTRBET,  desiring  further  time  to  make 
up  his  mind  with  regard  to  this  question,  which 
he  considered  as  one  of  the  first  magnitude,  on 
which  he  bad  not  yet  satisfied  himsclt,  moved  to 
IKHtpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion to  Monday  next. 

This  motion,  the  questioB  being  put,  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Anoehson,  after  expressing  his  entire  as- 
sent to  that  part  of  the  proposition  now  before  the 
House,  wbicn  went  to  establish  a  uniform  mode 
of  election  of  Eieetors,  intimated  that  he  enter- 
tained some  doabts  as  to  the  remaining  part  of  it, 
which  proposed  the  same  rule  in  respect  to  Rep- 
reseatatirea  to  Congress,  and  on  that  point  he  de- 
aired  exptanatioD.  His  objection  to  it  was,  that 
to  pass  It  would  be  legislating  usdessly.  By  the 
Constitution,  as  it  now  stands,  Congress  hare  the 
power  to  declare  that  Representatives  to  Congress 
shall  be  dected  in  all  the  States  by  districts.  If 
in  this  respect  the  States  have  not,  in  our  opinion, 
done  righ^  said  Mr.  A.,  we  can,  by  an  ordinary 
law,  do  it  for  then;  «nd  therefore  he  said  he 
could  see  no  reason  why  the  fundamental  charter 
aeed  undergo  any  revision  on  this  point.  That 
a  great  object  only  can  justify  an  alteration  or 
amradment  of  the  Consiitotion,  was  a  pr<q>ositton 
which,  he  said,  every  gentleman  would  aswnt.  If 
no  gentleman  satisfied  his  scruples  on  this  subject, 
Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  move  a  recommitment  of 
this  resolution  to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to 
strike  out  that  part  of  it  to  which  he  bad  taken 
excq>tion.  * 

Mr.  Linn  then  rose  and  said  that,  for  the  very 
reason  that  the  gentleman  had  given  as  an  objec- 
tion to  it,  he  wuuird  the  postponed  ameadmeni  to 
aueeeed.  It  was  true,  that  Coogreu  possemd  the 
power  to  diatrict  the  States,  or  otherwise  provide 
the  mode  of  cketions  of  Representatirea  to  Con- 
gKss.  But  he  had  ever  considered  it  a  most  dan- 
parous  power— a  power  liable  to  the  greatest 
ahttsas.  Thef  might  require  erery  roUs  in  the 
State  to  repair  to  the  s«tof  goyerament  of  the 
State  to  vote,  or  lose  his  rote  oitirely.  With  re- 
gard to  the  filectors,  too,  be  had  alwa.?B  Mieved 
It  to  be  tki  true  spirit  aiul  iateation  of  the  wigbal 
constitution,  that  the  people  should  choose  the 
Electors.  Instead  of  (h»t,  we  now  found  that,  in 
several  of  the  States,  the  Legislatures  choose  the 
Elector^  and  the  peofde  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  For  these  reasons,  he  was  m  favor  of  the  res- 
olution; and  heahould  hope  thatit  would  receive, 
not  only  a  Constitutioaal  majoiity  of  voles,  but 
that  it  would  pass  unanimously. 

Mr.  SiMKiMS,  with  a  view  that  all  gentlemen 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  decisive 
vote  on  this  question,  and  not  be  obliged  to  vote 
before  th«r  were  fnllf  prepared,  moved  that  the 
nwHntion  M  postjptHMd  to  this  day  week. 


Dbcsubbr,  laso. 


Mr.  EusTis  supported  the  postponement,  on  the 
ground  of  courtesy  towards  gentlemen  who  de- 
clared that  xhey  were  not  satisfied  as  to  the  vote 
they  ought  to  gtre. 

Mr.  Flotd  was  ready  to  postpone  this  resolu- 
tion on  the  around  now  state^^the  more  readily 
as  the  public  interest  did  not  requu«  its  passage 
at  this  day  in  preference  to  a  later  day  in  the 
session.  For  himself^  Mr.  F.  said  he  should  be 
unwitting  to  give  this  Government  any  mora  power 
than  it  already  possenes.  He  shootd  be  unwil- 
ling to  make  this  Qovemment  more  strong  than 
it  is.  He  had  voted  yesterday  for  the  thii4  read- 
ing of  this  resolution,  but  it  was  under  a  convic- 
tion that,  in  doing  ho,  he  was  voting  to  give  no 
more  power  to  the  Craneial  Government  than  it 
already  had.  When  our  Constitution  was  framed, 
its  authors  were  aware  that  difficulties  might 
arise  in  respect  to  the  election  of  R^esenia- 
tives,  and  they  gave  the  power  to  Congress  which 
it  now  has.  It  it  does  possess  the  power  to  dis- 
trict the  States,  the  Constitution  cannot  do  more 
if  amended  as  proposed;  but,  the  advantages  of 
putting  this  provision  into  the  body  of  the  Con- 
stitution are,  that  in  times  of  difficulty,  if  violent 
parties  dioiud  arise,  and  we  cannot  expect  other- 
wise, the  large  States  may,  to  e^t  some  amt4- 
tiotts  purpose,  change  their  own  institutions,  and 
Congress,  partaking  of  the  samesmrit,  may  repeal 
or  enact  laws  directing  the  mode  ot  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives as  ma)r  b»t  fiuit  their  purposes.  But,  if 
such  a  clause  as  is  now  proposed  be  inserted  in 
the  Constitution,  such  a  power  in  this  Hoos^  ca- 
pable of  being  so  dangnoosly  dapleyed,  would  be 
destroyed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  the  simple 
objects  which  he  had  in  view,  ware,  first,  in  re- 
gard to  the  election  of  President,  to  give  the  mi- 
nority as  well  as  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
every  State,  a  chance  of  being  heard.  With  re~ 
gard  to  the  election  of  Represntatives,  he  well 
knew  that  the  Constitution  gave  to  Congreas  tlie 
power  of  prescribing  the  mode,  and  it  was  to 
guard  against  that  very  power  that  he  mshed  tiie 
amendment  to  prevail.  He  was  unwUling,  fat 
one,  that  Congreas  should  ever  exercise  ^t 
power;  because  they  might,  as  had  been  Mg- 
gested.  exercise  it  in  a  despotic  and  dangerous 
manner. 

The  motion  for  postponemrat  to  Wednesd^ 
next  was  agreed  to— 85  to  i7. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lqwiibm, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Conmittm  of  the  Wlum«n 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  LowHOSS  rose,  and  ^ivered  a  speech  of 
nearly  two  hours  in  lengtI},of  whiehthefoUowiag 
is  a  brief  sketch : 

The  first  observations  of  Mr.  L.  were  lost  to  the 
reporter,  from  the  oonAision  arising  from  raembeta 
clmoging  thdr  seats,  &e.  When  Mr.  L*8  obso^ 
vations  tecaaw  Mdibb^  bm  wns  qMnUnf  of  the 
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dtfflcalty  under  which  he  should  labnr,  in  what 
he  bad  to  saj,  from  being  obliged  to'direct  his 
obserTations  to  aigainents  not  yet  urged,  and  in 
regard  to  which  he  mart  depend  upon  what  he  had 
heard  in  other  qoarters,  and  upon  conjecture. 

In  the  outset,  he  said,  he  was  met  by  ao  objec- 
tion of  a  general  nature,  applicable  to  other  cases 
as  well  as  that  now  presented  to  the  House.  He 
could  not  doubt,  be  said,  from  what  he  had  beard, 
that  th^  were  members  of  the  House  who  con- 
sidered tfaenuelres  bound  by  the  same  principles 
which  influenced  ihem  at  the  last  session,  to  rote 
at  this  session  against  tiie  resolution  declaring  the 
admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  On  this 
point,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  moderation  and 
fpod  sense  of  the  House— of  those  ^tlemen  par- 
tioilarly  wlio  beliered  the  consutution  framed  by 
liCnsoari  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  princii^es  of 
on-  Government,  to  say,  whether  it  was  not  in- 
coDHslent  wiA  the  character  of  our  Qoreniment, 
and  of  all  Gsmnmeuts,  that  qoeetions  onoe  de- 
cided by  the  legitiinate  authwity  of  the  country 
should  be  coosidmd  as  yet  c^n,  or  incraclusive  t 
Did  not  such  a  course  of  reasoning  lead  to  the 
eottclusion  that  all  the  acts  of  the  Ooremraent 
were  binding  only  on  the  majority  who  voted  for 
them  ?  That  all  compacts  are  Toid,  for  example, 
as  to  the  minority  whi«i  refuses  to  sanction  them  7 
Suppose,  in  regard  to  a  debt  incurred  in  carrying 
on  a  war,  a  party  subsequently  in  power  were  to 
say~-4M  did  not  rote. for  the  debt ;  we  did  not  sup- 
port the  war ;  we  are  not  bound  to  pay  the  debt. 
Would  such  an  argument  be  entitled  to  respect? 
Tak^  for  an  example,  die  debt  incurred  in  the  late 
war  with  Qreat  Britain :  was  it  not  essential  to 
the  eharacter  of  the  nation  that  that  debt  should 
be  considered  oUigalory  as  well  upon  those  who 
apfvoTcd,  as  on  woae  who  disai^vored,  the  pur- 
poM  for  which  the  debt  was  contracted?  And 
were  all  the  memben  this  and  the  other  Rouse 
not  tfia^  hound  by  the  act  of  the  last  session  re- 

acting  Miasonri  7  Whether  we  ought  or  ought 
not  to  MTe  given  to  the  people  of  Missouri  the 
pOisaer  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, we  Aow  given  it.  Whether  or  not  we  ia- 
dividnally  wished  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution, 
the  antbority  to  do  so  was  given  by  G<»igre88. 
TbecQoctitntion  was  formed,  and  Congress  were 
now  aAed  to  declare  that  it  wasso.  For  himself. 
Mr.  L.  went  on  to  say,  he  believed  that  the  taw  of 
th«  last  session  gave  Miseonri  a  right  to  form  a 
ooMtitation;  and ths^ havii^ dime so^sheismw 
aSMate. 

JET  yen  Umk  at  the  eooiBe  which  Congress  has 
pBTsned  hitherto,  it  will  be  found  tba^  o&  elevatii^ 
tenteriaa  fraaa  nie  grade  uid  depanaenBeof  ater- 
riterial  goremmoit,  Ckmgress  has  done  no  noie 
thwi  emancipate  diem  from  its  control.  On  doing 
tbm,  said  Mr.  L.,  you  have  rsaerred  nothing  like 
an  antbority  to  remand  them  to  their  oolonial  con- 
dition.  Yon  have  determined,  i(i  such  oase,  by 
the-a«<  of  allowing  the  territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tBtioD,  that,  for  certain  purposes,  she  is  an  inde- 
pendent State.   In  the  act  of  tbe  last  seesion,  it 
wosld  be  found,  on  referring  to  it,  there  was  no 
dificrenee  betwera  the  HKMle  oTlegialation  in  Mi»- 


H.  OP  B. 


sonri,  and  that  which  had  occurred  ui  regard  to 
the  oldest  of  the  States  admitted  into  tbe  Uni«i. 
Comparing  that  act  with  other  acts  for  the  admis- 
sion of  States,  it  would  be  found  to  confer  the 
same  powers  and  impose  tbe  same  restrictions.  It 
was  unppssible  to  distinguish,  in  any  manner,  be- 
tween the  power  which  had  been  given  to  Mia- 
sonri  and  that  which  had,  in  like  circumstances, 
been  granted  to  the  oldest  of  the  new  States.  Mr. 
L.  went  on  toquotethe  cases  of  admission  of  States 
into  the  Union.  He  referred  to  that  of  Ohio.  The 
act  for  her  admission  was  couched  in  the  broadest 
terms,  requiring  the  convention,  as  usual,  first  to 
determine  the  question  whether  it  was  expedient 
to  form  a  constitution.  Although  the  mere  act 
for  the  admissiMi  of  a  territory  into  the  Union  does 
not  make  h»  a  State,  inannuch  as  her  acceptance 
of  the  ofler  is  required,  yet  at  the  moment  ^t 
she  declares  that  it  is  expedient  to  fom  a  conati* 
tntion~at  that  precise  moment  she  a«qutm  all  the 
righte  cf  a  State.  The  ptople  of  Missooh,  as  of 
every  other  admitted  Stntc,  at  Aat  moment  ae- 
quired  rights  which  it  is  not  oompetot  for  tbe 
legislature  of  this  country— which  it  is  not  compe- 
tent, upon  the  princii^es  which  we  hold  sacred,  for 
any  legtslature  undet  Heaven  to  divest  them  of. 

Before  he  proceeded  further  to  refer  to  the  pne- 
tice  of  former  times.  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  notice 
an  argument  which  he  had  heard  sogg^ted,  which 
was  in  some  degree  a  verbal  one.  It  is  said  that 
the  words  of  the  law  in  regard  to  tbe  admission  of 
Missouri  are  prospective  j  that  the  Constitution 
says  that  Congress  may  admit  new  States  into  tbe 
Union ;  that  no  autbonty  but  Congress  can  admit 
them:  that  Congress  baa  not  admitted  Missouri 
into  the  Union ;  and  that  it  is  neoessaty  she  should 
now  address  Congress  and  obtain  its  consent  to 
her  coming  into  tM Union.  It  is  truAjMr.  L.  said, 
that  the  mw  provides  that  Miaaouri  "^all"  be 
admitted ;  that  is,  iHroqKctirely  as  to  the  date  of 
die  law.  It  is  true,  also,  that  new  States  can  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  aaXj  by  Congress.  But 
that  admission  may  be  from  the  time  the  law 
passes,  or  on  the  p^formaoce  of  a  condition,  what- 
ever that  condition  may  be.  There  was  nothing, 
Mr.  L.  argued,  in  tbe  aw  of  the  last  session,  to 
show  that  the  act  of  admission  was  not  eomiHete 
on  tbe  part  of  Confess  when  that  law  passed, 
althongh  it  did  refer  to  a  future  time.  That  this 
was  a  just  construction  of  tbe  matter,  besaid,  was 
obvious  by  a  reference  to  fonner  examples.  In  the 
oase  Kentucky,  for  example,  her  admisBiott  into 
^  Unitm  was  deferred,  by  the  act  of  Congress 
authoring  it,  he  did  wrt  know  bow  many  months 
bat  more  than  a  year  after  tbe  P>o>fe  the  act. 
Nothing  more  was  neeeasary.  after  the  passage  cf 
the  act  ftff  the  adoussion  im  Miaamri,  man  a  lapse 
of  time  strfBeiant  for  the  determination  of  the  peo- 
ple to  be  ascertained,  wfaetber  Aey  chose  to  form 
a  eonstitntton  or  not 

Bat  hia  strongest  argument,  Mr.  L.  said  be  wm 
aware,  must  be  derived  from  the  course  pursued  by 
Coitfpntt  in  former  Umes.  He  disclaimed  any 
particular  devotion  to  jn^cedoit ;  but,  in  a  time 
when  parties  were  as  firmly  maivballed  as  ihey 
were  on  diis  subjeet  at  the  last  sesaimt ;  wlien  the 
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true  import  of  the  Constitution  was  contested  by 
nearly  equal  parties  on  this  fioor ;  when  gctwraph- 
ieal  lines  were  observaUe  in  the  dirision  of  opin- 
ion, it  was  wise,  it  was  becoming,  to  look  to  what 
had  been  the  practice  in  former  times,  when  no 
causes  existed  so  likely  lo  disturb  and  mislead  the 
sober  judgment.  Every  man  ought  to  examine 
the  record  of  those  days,  and  ratho-  lean  to  a  deci- 
sion consistent  with  them. 

Referring,  then,  for  illustration,  to  the  case  of 
Ohio,  after  she  had  formed  a  constitutioa  and 
State  govenunent,  although  no  resolution  had 
pamd  deelaring  her  admission  into  tht  Union,  it 
fwcame  necessary  to  pass  a  law  to  extend  over  her 
territory  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  the  preamble  to  that  law  recites 
that  the  people  did,  on  a  certain  day,  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  give  a  name, 
whereby  the  said  Slate  has  become  one  of  the 
United  States—that  is,  by  the  met  of  forming  a 
eonstituticm.  And  such,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  the 
{vincii^e  on  which  the  United  States  had  always 
acted.  But,  he  said,  the  preamble  was  interesting, 
not  only  because  it  confiimed  his  a^ument  in  the 
main,  but  also  marked  the  time  and  circumstance 
whico,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  at  that  time, 
made  a  people  a  State,  viz.,  the  day  on  which  a 
constitution  is  formed,  and  the  act  of  forming  it. 

The  proof  afibrded  by  other  preeedeDts,  how- 
aver,  that  a  peoide  became  a  State  on  fmrning  a 
eonatitatioa  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  was 
still  len  equivocal  than  that  which  had  been  oiled. 
In  every  instance^  and,  as  far  as  he  knew,  without 
an  attempt  at  resistance,  whenever  such  a  consti- 
tutioa has  been  formed  by  a  Tnritory,  they  have 
not  only  been  considered  a  State,  but  the  elections 
wbtob  they  have  made  under  their  constitution 
have  been  held  to  be  good.  If,  by  the  act  of  form- 
ing a  constitution,  they  have  not  become  inde- 
pendent States,  how  has  it  liappened  that,  without 
a  single  exception,  they  have  elected  their  own 
governors,  judges,  &c..  and  their  acts  liave  been 
Conatiluuoaal  and  valid?  Can  it  be  said  of  all 
these  cases  that  Conmas,  kuowinff  these  territo- 
rial people  had  usurped  the  powoa  o7  S  tales,  would 
have  uEmtly  submitted  10  It?  Their  having  done 
so  was  the  strongest  fvoof  that  every  one  of  these 
States  had,  in  theopinionof  Congress,  of  tlwState 
govern  meats,  and  of  the  people,  ue  powers  which 
they  exercised. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  knew  there  were  persons  who 
believed  that  the  people  of  Missouri  Territory  do 
not  become  a  State  until,  by  an  act  posterior  to 
the  formation  of  their  constitution.  Congress  de- 
clare their  admission.  Mr.  L.  saia  he  could  not 
admit  this.  It  was  disproved  by  the  uniform  lan- 
guage of  precedents.  The  acquiescence  of  Con- 
gress in  their  elections  of  Senators  and  Represent- 
ative to  Congress  disproved  it.  These  elections, 
held  previous  to  the  submission  of  their  constitu- 
tions to  Congress,  had  uniformly  been  held  valid. 
Who  are  Senators  1  They  are  deputed  by  the 
States  composing  the  Union  to  represent  them  in 
Congress.  If  States  only  can  vote  for  Senators, 
the  uniform  practice  oi  reeogninng  all  soeh  elee- 
tions  as  are  suhseqoent  to  tbeadoption  of  a  nmsti- 
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tutioo,  is  conclusive  enough  that  they  who  choose 
them  were  already  in  the  condition  of  States.  In 
the  case  of  Kentucky,  indeed,  without  any  declara- 
tory resolution,  without  any  thing  like  a  formal 
acknowledgment  of  her  being  a  State,  but  by  vir- 
tue of  an  act  declaring,  prospectively,  that  when 
she  had  formed  a  constitution  she  soould  be  a 
State,  she  was  admitted  without  further  legisla- 
tion. In  the  case  of  Indiana,  there  Was  a  yet  more 
formal  and  authoritative  exposition  of  ue  prin- 
ciple for  which  Mr.  L.  contended.  In  the  case  of 
Indiana,  the  practtee  of  a  dedaration  of  admission 
first  occurred,  which  bad  been  sbee  followed  ia 
other  cases.  Properly  viewed,  that  declaration, 
Mr.  L.  said,  was  only  a  form  of  notiBcation  to  the 
other  States — a  proaamation  by  Congress  to  the 
Union,  of  the  admission  of  another  State  into  the 
family.  That  such  was  the  light  in  which  it  was 
viewal  on  this  first  occasion  on  which  it  was  em- 
ployed, was  evident  from  the  fact,  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  declaraticm  passed  on  the  11th  December, 
1816,  and  the  representative  from  the  State  was 
admitted  to  his  seat  on  the  2d  December,  nine  days 
preceding ;  so  that  it  was  evident  the  declaratwy 
resolution  was  then  regarded  as  a  matter  of  form 
and  notification  merely.  But  there  was  still  stronger 
proof,  in  the  case  of  Indiana,  of  his  position.  In 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent a  Jew  days  after  the  above  dale,  those  of  In- 
diana, ^ven  before  the  passage  of  the  declaratorf 
res(4utioa,  were  receivea  and  counted.  If  a  peopw 
may  rightniUy,  and  even  without  objection,  elect 
a  Governor,  Legislature,  and  Judones — may  elect 
and  send  to  Congress  Senators  and  Representarive, 
and,  finally,  may  vote  for  President  and  Vtoe 
Presidettt>-upon  what  princi^e  will  it  be  said  that 
a  people,  enjoying  and  exercising  all  these  rights, 
are  not  a  State ;  or  that  to  constitute  them  a  State, 
requires  the  further  interposition  of  diis  House? 
He  could  not  admit  it,  he  repeated. 

These  observations!  Mr.  L.  said,  he  had  made 
with  a  view  to  show  now  little  foundation  tiiere 
was  for  an  opinion,  which  he  had  uodenttood  was 
not  uncommon,  that  the  act  of  the  la5t  ses»on  was 
merely  a  suggestion  to  the  peofle  of  Missouri  that 
they  might  lorm  a  eoastitaticm  if  it  pleased  them, 
and  thavif  that  constitalbn  met  the  approbation 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  at  their 
next  session,  they  should  then  be  admitted  into  die 
Union. 

Another  circumstance,  Mr.  L.  said,  showed,  be- 
yond dilute,  that  it  was  not  intended  by  thitf 
House,  in  passing  the  act  of  the  last  session^  merdy 
to  give  authority  to  the  peo|de  of  Missouri  to  pro- 
pose a  constitution,  but  that  it  was  intended  to 
confer  on  Missouri,  oy  that  act,  all  the  rights  which 
the  oldest  and  proudest  States  of  the  Union  ar« 
supposed  to  pcosess.  When  that  act  was  under 
consideration,  it  appears  by  the  Journal  of  this 
House  that  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Taylob  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  these  words,  "And 
the  said  State,  woen  formed,  shall  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever,"  and  insialing,  in 
lieu  thereof,  those  which  follow :  "And  if  the  same 
(that  is,  theconstitation)  shall  be  approved  by  Cim- 
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ffress,  the  »id  Territory  fthall  he  ndmitted  into  the 
Uaioa  as  a  State,  upon  the  same  footing  as  the 
original  States;"  the  difieroace  being  that,  in  the 
Ullas  it  stood,  (the  act  as  it  now  stands,)  we  made 
her  a  States  and  in  the  other  we  were  to  give  her 
authority  to  form  a  constitution,  and  leave  our  ap- 
probation to  be  a  condition  of  its  final  admission. 
A  Tery  large  majority,  (125  to  49,)  even  at  that 
time  of  strong  excitement  and  nearly  e<tnal  division 
of  opinion  with  respect  to  the  restriction,  voted  in 
the  negative. 

The  substance  of  Mr.  L's.  ai^ument  then  was, 
he  said,  that,  by  the  act  antboriziog  the  people  of 
Missoori  to  lorm  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, certain  rights  were  given  to  them :  by  the 
former  practice  of  the  Goveroment,  he  had  en- 
deavored to  show  that  the  mere  circamsianoe  of  as- 
senting to  the  proposition  of  Congress  was  enough 
to  constitute  the  people  a  State,  the  act  of  decla- 
lation,  now  nropoaed  to  the  House,  being  mere 
surplusage.   Missouri  had,  then,  a  right  to  form  a 

foTvnment  absolutely  and  inalienably.  If  she 
ad  not  now  the  rights  of  a  Stat^  let  it  be  shown 
how  she  had  lost  them.  It  is  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Goiutitnlion.  contrary  to  the  genius 
of  our  Government,  that,  having  once  given  them 
the  right  of  self-government^  Congress  can  now 
take  it  from  them. 

CoQsidering  this  question  as  settled,  the  next 
important  question  was,  whether  the  constitution 
formed  by  the  State  of  Missouri  becomes  void  by 
the  admission  into  it  of  a  clause  not  compatible 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  ad- 
mitting, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  such  is  the 
&ct. 

Whether  that  particular  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  which  exertion  vras  undentood  to  he 
taken  was  Constitutional  or  not,  the  interest  of 
die  nation^  JusUee  to  Missouri,  and  respect  for 
itself  required  that  the  House  should  not  under^ 
take  to  decide.  In  taking  this  ground,  Mr.  L. 
sud  he  knew  he  should  be  considered  by  some  as 
evading  the  performance  of  a  duly  which,  in  the 
present  case,  they  supposed  to  be  devolved  on  this 
House.  On  this  account  he  should  attempt  to 
show  Uiat  DO  duty  devolved  on  this  House  to  ex- 
pros  an  opinion  with  respect  to  that  clause ;  and 
intimated  that  he  could  show,  were  it  necessary, 
that  similar  provisions  were  contained  in  various 
acts  of  the  United  Slates  to  which  exception  had 
been  taken  in  neither  House.  The  clause  of  the 
Missouri  constitution  to  which  be  referred  was 
that  reqoiring  the  Lqndature  to  pass  laws  to  pro- 
hibit the  settlement  oT  free  negroes  in  the  State, 
whicfa  was  auroosed  to  conflict  with  the  provision 
of  the  Cmstitntiim  of  the  United  States  which 
Iffovides  that  "the  citizens  of  eaeh  State  shall  be 
eititled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  die  several  States."  Mr.  L.  here  went 
into  an. argument  of  some  detail,  the  amount  of 
which  was,  that,  as  to  numbers,  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  the  free  Uacks  in  the  United  States  were 
not  considered  citizens  in  their  respective  States ; 
and  tfaat^  in  construing  any  general  provision  of  a 
constitutioo,  it  was  fiiir  to  consider  it  as  having  a 
gcmral  appUcmtbrnf  and  not  asheing  without  ex> 
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oeptions.  In  any  view  there  could  be  nothing 
more  clear  than  that,  if  Uie  objected  provision 
was  capable  pf  a  construction  which  would  reeon^ 
cile  it  with  the  Constitution,  it  ou^t  to  receive 
that  construction.  For  example,  in  this  case  of 
Missouri,  be  thought  it  might  be  quite  fair  to  say 
that  that  provision  respecting  free  people  of  coiat 
must  be  construed  liberally,  as  intending  to  ex- 
empt from  its  operation  such  of  them  as' were 
citizens  in  other  States.  However  this  might  be, 
he  contended,  as  the  committee  had  laid  it  down 
in  their  report,  that  it  was  a  question  do!  for  this 
House,  but  for  a  different  tribunal  to  determioe. 

Bui  Mr.  L.  said  there  were  many  who  object  to 
tbia  course — the  course  pursued  in  all  other  cases — 
who  allow  that  the  judiciary  could,  with  more 
ease,  certaintv,  uniformity,  and  effect,  expound 
Constitntional  law,  but  contend  that  we  must 
decide  whethn  the  provision  in  question  he  C<m- 
stitutional  or  not.  We  must  express  an  opinltm 
on  it,  bovever  inexpedient,  faeeause  it  is  our  duty. 
Now,  Mr.  L.  said  he  did  not  see  that  having  de- 
clared that  the  people  of  Missouri  should  form  a 
constitation  and  State  government,  imp(»ed  on 
this  House  the  duty  of  construing  law  in  this 
more  than  any  other  case.  It  might  be  consid- 
wed  rather  an  objection  to  it,  inasmuch  as,  in 
doing  so,  they  would  have  to  expound  the  law 
themselves  bad  made — no  principle  being  belter 
establi^ed  than  that  the  authority  whicB  forms 
the  law  should  not  construe  not  apply  it.  The 
true  question  in  this  case  then  was,  which  was 
the  brat  tribunal  to  decide  the  question  respecting 
this  dtspoted  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution. 
If  it  were  asked  whether  this  House,  or  the  Sen- 
ate, or  the  Judiciary  of  the  cotutry,  were  the  best 
ouilified  to  expound  a  law,  there  would  be  no  dif- 
lerenee  of  ojHnion  on  the  question.  It  must,  then, 
be  a  consideration  of  paramount  doty  only  on  the 
part  of  this  House  to  decide  upon  it,  which  could 
induce  it  to  undertake  the  expositiott  of  a  law  in 
respect  to  the  eonstroeiion  of  which  ^un  was  a 
doubt. 

Mr.  L.  then  examined^  somewhat  at  large,  the 
question,  whether  a  judicial  or  legislative  tribunal 
be  the  most  capable  to  decide  correctly  such  a 
question  as  was  supposed  to  be  |)re8ented  by  the 

Srticular  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  Missouri, 
e  argued,  from  the  inability  of  either  branch  of 
Congress  to  act  independently  on  any  such  ques- 
tion, from  their  inability  to  act  with  unifoffmim 
&c.,  that  they  were  not  the  proper  bodies  to  be 
chaiged  with  judicial  investigations.  And  why, 
he  asked,  the  ruhtv  of  all  the  States  being  e^nal, 
should  those  oi  Missouri  be  subject  to  an  adjudi- 
cation different  from  that  to  which  other  States 
are  subject?  The  rights  of  the  old  States  were 
subject  to  judicial  deeiwm  j  and  no  man  would 
pretend  that,  in  respect  to  any  old  State,  Delaware 
for  example,  her  Constitution  coold  be  suspended, 
that  her  Senators  and  Representatives  should  be 
excluded  from  these  Halls,  on  CoDgrexs  thinking 
they  had  discovered  something  not  altogether 
right^in  her  constitution.  It  was  an  essential  ob- 
jection to  the  power  now  claimed  for  Cragreas, 
that,  if  allowed,  it  would  be  a  power  to  be  excr- 
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eised  in  a  new  State,  which  none  would  preteod 
it  caaid  exercise  in  an  old  one.  Upoa  erery  cod- 
ndentioD,  of  which  he  urged  sereral  others,  he 
was  in  faror  of  leariog  the  matter  with  the  Jadi- 
dary,  where,  and  where  only,  in  fais  opinion,  it 
properly  belonged. 

The  principFeswhiclifaad  influenced,  from  time 
to  time,  the  conduct  of  the  differrat  branches  of 
the  Government,  would  lead  to  the  same  conclu- 
lion.  At  the  time  of  the  ftumation  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  (to  go  beck  to  that  date,)  it  was  fore- 
seen that  there  might  be  a  disposition,  at  some 
future  ^y,  in  some  or  other  of  the  States,  to 
break  orer  the  bwriers  of  the  Coostitaition  about 
to  be  formed,  and  a  woriiiM  was  inttodneed 
fnwwiUnjT  a  mode  of  meiding  eiuitiOTemies  of 
that  description.  If,  in  ^  odier  <ai8es  of  Consti- 
totional  questions,  it  has  been  provided  that  they 
dudl  be  decided  by  the  Judiciary^  the  reason  must 
appdy  and  be  concltMive  why  this  body  should  not 
undertake  to  decide  a  Conatitntioaa!  qoestion  in 
the  case  of  Missouri.  Justice  rcqmres  that  those 
who  bare  the  same  rights  shall  nafe  their  r^hts 
decided  by  the  same  tribunal. 

If.  howeverj  the  only  objection  to  the  passage 
of  tne  resolution  now  under  consideration  was, 
that. an  inference  might  be  drawn,  from  the  silence 
of  Congress,  that  they  approved  the  exeeptionaUe 
provision  in  the  eonstituticm  of  Missouri,  Mr.  L. 
•in^ted  that  some  mode  might  be  adopted  by 
wmch  die  objection  on  this  point  m^bt  be  ex- 
^ined.  He  should  himself,  as  an  indWidoal, 
irith  the  ntmcnt  lelnctance  ezjveas  anv  opinion 
on  the  subject^  and  he  thought  it  would  oe  exceed- 
ingly unwise  in  Congress  to  do  so.  There  would 
be  DO  end  to  such  a  course.  There.were  in  the 
constitution  of  Missouri,  and  of  every  State  in 
Uie  UaioI^  clauses  to  which  some  mi^t  lake  ex- 
ception^ oi  which  Mr.  L.  instanced  the  provisions 
respecUng  banks,  dtc.,  which  some  believed  the 
States  had  no  right  to  establish.  Every  consider- 
ation of  jwudence  and  propriety,  in  his  opinion, 
forbade  from  interposing  in  the  present  instance.  . 

Mr.  L.  said  he  did  umit,  however,  that  there 
iaight  be  cases  in  which  Congress  might  find  It 
to  be  their  duty  to  interposf^  on  tbe  moment  of 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union.  For  in- 
stanee,  if|  in  relation  to  the  term  oi  Senate^  or 
$aj  other  proviuon  which,  ftom  its  ehancteir, 
,  eomd  not  be  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
new  constitution  were  incomintmle  with  that  of 
the  United  States,  it  was  his  opinion  it  would  be 
*  good  feason  why  Congress  should  interfere. 
Nor  did  he  think  this  was  at  all  ioeonnjitent  with 
the  ground  he  had  already  taken,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  the  judicial  tribunal  could  de- 
cide the  question  now  agitated,  and  decide  it  bet- 
ter than  this  House.  The  duty  of  Congress,  in 
this  respect,  begins  where  that  of  tiie  Judiciary 
ends. 

Referring  to  his  former  remark,  that  gentlemen 
would  do  well  to  satisfy  themselves  that  their 
opinions  were  not  the  effect  of  prejudice,  by  exam- 
ining what  was  the  conduct  of  their  predecessors 
in  more  quiet  times,  Mr.  L.  said  be  would  turn  to 
the  case  of  the  secmd  onr  State  which  was  sd- 


DBCCltVCR,  IBBO. 


mitted  into  the  Union,  and  the  olijections  to  whose 
admission  were  removed  in  the  way  ^posed  in 
the  present  ease.  Tennessee,  without  waitiog  for 
a  law  of  Cmigress  to  authorize  her,  held  a  con  ven- 
tion,  formed  a  constitotion,  and  sent  it  on  to  Con- 

fresa.  The  objection  was  made  in  the  House  of 
Lepresentatives,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
that  tbe  constitution  of  Teonessee  was  incompat- 
ible with  that  of  the  United  States ;  to  which  Mr. 
BaloiTin  replied,  that,  if  there  should  be  things  in 
tbe  constitution  of  Tennessee  not  compatible  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  "  it  was 
well  known  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  would  be  jMramonnt— they  can  therefore 
be  of  no  e^L"  He  quoted  this  to  show,  that  (his 
suggestion  of  rrfming  (he  question  to  another  trr- 
buoal  than  this,  wns  not  an  expedimt  to  get  over 
this  ease,  but  one  which  had  prevailed  in  the  early 
days  of  tbe  Republic.  The  conflict  between  the 
constitution  of  Tennessee  however,  and  thitt  of 
the  United  States,  was  much  more  unequivocad 
than  in  tbe  present  ease,  and  so  far  the  present 
case  is  more  favorably  presented  to  Congress  thatt 
was  that  of  Tennessee.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
L^islature  were  reqiAred  to  provide  some  means 
by  which  the  State  of  Tennessee  should  be  iiued 
in  its  courts,  with  a  proviso  that  this  advaniage 
iibould  be  confined  to  citizens  of  that  State,  and 
not  extended  to  those  of  other  States.,  Here  was 
a  direct  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whilst  that  of  Missouri  is  only  ctmstrue- 
tive.  Yet,  in  that  case,  the  question  <n  Constitu- 
tional  law  tfas  1^  to  those  who  were  most  likely 
to  decide  correctly,  and  withal  competent  to  en- 
force their  decision — that  is,  to  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Tribunal.  He  thought  it  perfectly  compatiUe 
with  the  most  nice  and  rigid  sense  of  duty  for 
Congress  to  do  the  same  in  the  ease  now  befoire 
them.  ^ 

Mr.  L.  said  he  knew  an  objection  had  been  tAken 
to  leaving  the  Judiciary  to  sustain  a  conflict  with 
a  btate,  m  regard  to  the  conformity  of  its  Consti- 
tution to  that  of  the  United  States.  But,  surely^ 
if  in  regard  to  all  Other  States,  it  now  has  that 
authority,  there  can  be  no  hardsbip  in  leaving  the 
same  power  with  it,  in  regard  to  the  new  States. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  views  he  had  expressed  were 
fonndedon  the  belief  that  Miseoari  was  now,  to  all 
hitoits  and  purposes,  a  Slate.  But,  he  said,  if  he 
did  not  bdieve,  that  under  the  act  of  last  session, 
Missouri  is  a  State  already ;  if  he  thowbt  she  was 
only  a  State  in  fact  and  not  a  St^te  in  right,  he 
sboold  have  the  same  opinfon  as  he  had  now  ex- 
pressed. She  has  her  own  government,  leeisla- 
tare,  and  judiciary,  and  oercises  aU  the  rights  of 
a  sovereign  State.  In  tbis  ca»e,  as  in  the  other, 
he  should  think  it  expedient  to  pronounce  on  the 
Constitutional  question;  beoaiue,  should  that  clause 
be  excepted  from  the  rec<^ition,  it  could  be  rein- 
stated on  her  becoming  a  State,  without  the  power 
of  Congress  to  prevent  it ;  and  the  question  must 
at  last  be  decided  by  tbe  Judiciary,  the  only  com- 
petent tribunal. 

Mr.  L.  here  concluded  his  remarks,  reserving 
for  a  future  occasion  the  answers  to  oinecttons' 
which  he  mig^  not  hare  anticipated.  And,  ott 
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motipa  of  Mr.  Sbrourt,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
the  House  adjoiuned. 


Thdr80ay,  December  7. 

Two  other  members  ajppfitured  and  took  their 
seabL  to  wit ;  from  PennsylTaiiia,  Ahdbew  Bodeh  ; 
abd  from  Kentucky,  BbnAhih  Habimn. 

Mr.  PiNCENET  presented  a  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Charleston, 
in  South  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  any  increase 
of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  by  way  of 
protection  to  the  manufacturiog  interest  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  TucKKR,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  a 
sijnilar  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
'  b^ict  of  Newbury,in  that  State;  which  memorials 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sibley  submitted  the  foUowiiig  resolution : 

Ruohedt  That  tha  Caqintittee  of  Clsiioi  be  in* 
■tn;i(-ted  to  inquire  into  the  efpedieacy  of  allowioc 
Pavid  Cooper  eight/  dolUn,  the  utimated  TiUns  of  a 
chinow  end  the  plank  of  «  h'oowt  taken  for  the  use 

q£  the  United  States,  under  ao  order  eC  CaptitD  Hotdei, 
of  tiu  BeTCDteenth  regiment  of  infaDtr;,  in  the  mooth 
of  pecemlMr,  191^  and  applied  la  the  erection  of  bar* 
racka.  in  Fort  Shelbj-. 

...The  xttolution  was  read,  and  the  question  was 
j^iiV  to  agree  thereto,  aod  determined  u  the  na- 
tive. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  district  court  in  the  district  of 
Mississippi,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MISSOTTRI. 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Nbi.soh  of  Virginia  in  Jhe 
chair,  on  the  resolution  declaring  the  admission 
of  Missoori  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  And  the 
qnesdbn  baving  beea  again  stated — 

Mi.  Sbbokaht  rose.  Of  the  speech  which  he 
d^ivaed,  oceupyine  apwards  oiwio  hours'  time, 
the,  following  must  be  considered  as  a  free  but  not 
a  vioy  full  report. 

Mr.  S.  U^n  bjr  saying  that  this  subject  had 
been  so  ^ong  and  so  much  talked  of,  and  written 
o^  it  wasso  much  connected  Yf\\k  considerations 
arising  out  of  the  question  so  much  debated  at  the 
last  session,  that  he  hardly  doubted  erery  member 
of  this  Committee  had  ior  himself  made  up  his 
mind  on  the  immediate  question.  It  was  pot, 
therefore^  with  any  great  hope  of  persuading  othtrs, 
that  he  now  rose,  but  from  a  wish  to  explain  the 
grounds  of  his  own  opinion,  which  was  entertained 
With  so  much  sincerity  that  he  could  not  permit 
himself  to  doubt  that  the  opinion  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  was  entertained  with  eqgal 
sincerity,  and  that  the  question  would  be  decided, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  on  its  real  merits.  With  respect  to 
the  question  hinted  at  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  and  discussed  at  the  last  session,  Mr.  S. 
said  he  did  not  agree  with  him  that  the  decision  of 
the  qiieittion  now  before  the  House  depended  upon 
the  decision  of  the  question  agitated  at  the  last  ses- 
sim.   Hotr  £tf  tiiai  question  might  be  iartdred  in 
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thepreseotque3tion,mightbea  subject  for  consider- 
ation i  but,  indq>eQdently  of  thatquestion,  the  one 
now  presented  was  a  rery  important  one.  How- 
ever minute  in  itself,  if  it  extended  hut  to  a  single 
provision  of  the  coostitotion  presented  by  the  peojphi 
of  Missouri,  it  yet  invoired  eonsideratwus  which 
those,  who  had  listened  to  the  a^ments  of  ;the 
gendeman  from  South  Carolina,  must  see,  w«iX 
to  the  whole  extent  of  determining  what  powe^ 
actually  remained  in  Congress  with  regard  to  any 
Territory  after  authorizing  them  to  form  a  consti- 
tution— what  they  hare  a  right  to  insist  up(Hi| 
what  they  have  a  right  to  do  and  say  upon  the 
subject — m  short,  the  question  whether  Congress 
have  or.  have  not  any  power  at  all  under  the  Gon-f 
stitutton  of  the  United  States,  with  respect  to 
the  admission  of  a  new  Slate  into  the  Un^>u,  after 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  peofde  to 
form  a  constitution. 

It  could  not  be  doubted  or.  denied,  Mr.  S.  aitr 
qaitted,  that  there  was,  in  lookijOg  at,  the  a(Uni»> 
sions  of  States  into  the  Union,  heretofore,  at  least, 
an  apparent  irregularity,  and  much  of  apparent 
disorder.  If,  however,  any  inference  were  to  be 
drawn  fnun  precedents  in  the.  oas^  it  would  be, 
that  there  never  had  been  any  precise  examination 
of  the  powers  of  Congrcas  in  this  respect — no 
established  mode  of  admission — or,  in  other  won)^ 
that  there  had  been  every  variety  of  mode.  For 
the  sake  of  the  future  peace  and  harmony  of  the. 
QoTernment  of  the  United  States ;  for  the  sfike  f4 
the  territories  hereafter  applying  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union — for  the  sake  of  Congress  alone, 
said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  all  to  examine 
the  grounds  of  this  question ;  to  see  what  are  our 
rights,  and  what  theirs,  and  deduce,  from  a  fuU 
consideration  of  these^  a  rule  which  shall  be  uni- 
form as  to  the  States  faereafier  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  and  free  from  the  danger  of  expoaittg 
us  to  contests  snefa  as  that  which  appears  to  have 
arisen  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  power  to  admit  a  State  into  tiie  UnioQ,  HQ 
one  would  doubt,  was  a  very  high  one — a  power 
to  part  with  a  portion  of  that  authority  which 
was  originally  vested  in  the  old  Stat^,and which 
exists  in  the  present  States,  and  to  admit  to  a  par- 
ticipation in  our  counsels,  in  our  power,  in  the 
control  and  management  of  every  thing  concern- 
ing our  rights  and  property,  a  new  and  integral 
member  of  the  Unioo.  l^he  question  becaine  one 
of  graver  consideration,  when  it  was  considered 
that  it  was  proposed  now  to  extend  this  participa- 
tion to  an  object  which  was  not  in  the  epntem- 
plationof  those  whoformed  the  Constitution  of  the 
Unit^  States,  who  bad  looked,  in  their  novisiooa 
to  the  territory  then  in  possession  of  the  United 
States,  and  probably  had  never  calculated  on  the 
admission  of  States  out  of  territory  beyond  the 
original  limits  of  the  United  States.  This  high 
power  was  given  to  Congress  -,  and,  after  the  du* 
cussion  of  last  session,  it  was  needless  to  say,  was 
given  svitlwut  limitation.  The  power  is  "  to  ad- 
I  mit  new  States  into  the  Union it  is  granted  in 
the  broadest  and  most  comprehensive  mann»-r 
and,  it  would  ^m  to  follow,  as  the  consequeoee 
\  of  thirgrant  of  general  authority,  that  Congress 
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possessed  CTer^  power  and  aathority  neeessaiy  to 
Its  fair  exercise.  Whatever  power  was  really 
giveo  to  Congress,  it  was  their  duty  to  exercise, 
and  not  turn  it  over  to  any  other  Department, 
confiding  in  it  to  cure  the  defect  which  Conrress 
■offered  to  pass  uncorrected.  There  was  notbiag 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
countenanced  a  different  course.  It  is  our  right 
ud  our  duty,  said  Mr.  S.,  when  a  State  ofiers 
herself  for  admission  into  the  Union,  to  see  that  die 
•an  come  into  the  Unioa  nnder  the  Constitotiim 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  conformity  with  its 
proTisions.  For  certainty,  whatever  were  the 
taois  in  which  the  power  was  given  tp  the  people 
<^  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  no  one  coold 
for  a  single  moment  doubt  that  that  powa  was 
never  intended  to  transcend  ^e  Constttatioo  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  bring  into  the  Union  a 
State  whose  Constitution  was  not  conformable  to 
tiiat  of  the  United  States.  Such  a  grant  would 
have  been  an  exercise  of  authority  oy  Congress 
beyond  the  Constitution :  it  would  be  an  anomalv 
impossible  to  account  for — an  inconsistency  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which  it 
would  be  impossiUe  for  any  one  to  reconcile. 

It  would  therefore  seem,  that  when,  as  incident 
to  the  power  of  admitting  States  into  the  Union, 
CongFCM  aathorised  a  Turitory  to  form  a  consti- 
tation  and  State  government,  it  mast  ftdlow  that 
tlie  ccinatitation,  so  to  be  formed,  is  to  be  confer- 
Biable  to  the  Cjonstitation  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  the  Territory  thus  authorized  does  not  in 
any  sense  become  a  State  until  she  has  formed 
inch  a  constitution.  Our  power,  said  Mr.  8.,  is 
to  admit,  and  incidentally  to  authorize  the  forma- 
tion of  a  constitution,  with  a  view  to  admission. 
Have  Congress  the  power  to  authorize  a  people 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government  sov- 
ereign and  independent  of  the  United  States? 
No,  the  power  to  authorize  a  people  to  form  a 
coDstitution  is  an  implied  power,  subordinate  to 
the  full  power,  which  never  is  effectoally  exercised 
mtil  the  act  of  admission  subsequent  to  the  forma-, 
tion  of  a  constitution. 

Mr.  S..said,  he  n»de  these  remarks  in  the  out- 
let to  meet  at  mice  an  aisument  of  the  member 
from  South  Carolina,  wfaioi  was  plaasihle,  capti- 
Tmting,  and  seemed  to  be  calculated  to  smooth  the 
'  way,  and  remove  every  difficulty.  That  argument 
was  that  the  State,  from  the  moment  of  its  fwma- 
tion  of  a  constitution,  became  an  independent  and 
aoverei^  State.  Where,  said  Mr.  8.,  is  your 
Mwer  la  the  Constitution  to  make  such  a  State  ? 
Vour  power  is  to  admit  States  into  the  Union,  and 
your  power  to  authorize  the  people  of  a  Territory 
10  form  a  constitution  is  merely  subordinate  and 
subsidiary  to  the  main  power.  Can  you  admit  a 
State  by  anticipation,  as  the  gentleman  baa  sug- 
gested 7  You  transcend  your  authority  if  you  do 
■o.  Mr.  S.  ventured  to  say  that  Congress  never 
had  done  so ;  that  they  could  not  do  so ;  and,  in 
mma  leoae  or  other,  every  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  agree  with  him  in  this  opinion. 
Coold  Congress/by  anticipation,  Und  iiaeli  to  die 
admimon  «  a  Statc^  (for  such  waa  the  argonent 
lasterday  pesMd  upon  the  Omunittcc,)  ao  aa  to 
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have  no  choice  but  to  accept  such  a  constitution 
as  that  State  chose  to  offer?  Surely  not ;  but,  ac- 
cording to  the  argument  advanced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  not  only  was  the  pre- 
sent Congress  to  be  bound  by  the  act  of  the  tast 
session,  but  the  present  Congress  might,  by  an  act 
passed  now,  bind  the  next  Congress  to  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State  into  the  Union.  Wa^t  tbe  authority 
given  by  Congress  to  the  people  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, a  compact  with  them  thdt  they  should  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  any  other  terms  than 
tfa{»e  prescribed  to  them?  For  one,  Mr.  S.  said, 
he  did  not  fed  himsdf  bound,  by  giving  the  au- 
thority to  a  people  to  form  a  constitution,  to  admit 
them  into  the  Union,  unless  their  constitutioa 
^ould  be  such  as  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
through  their  representattveSi  thought  fit  to  accept 
as  the  fundamental  rule  oi  government  of  the 
State  thus  to  be  admitted. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  he  did  not 
mean  now  to  enter  into  the  question  of  the  last 
session — ^it  had  been  discussed  enough.  He  did 
not  mean  to  abandon  the  opinion  woich  be  bad 
then  formed  and  expressed.  Ii  had  not  been  formed 
hastily,  but  carefully  and  deliberately,  and  he  bad 
seen  no  reason  to  change  his  mind  upon  it.  With- 
out going  into  that  qnesttbn  at  all,  he  should  pro* 
need  to  the  inuiediate  question  presented  by  the 
anoment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Thia  ainrie  Question  was,  whether  it  is  the  right 
and  duty  of  Coogrcai,  heuwe  admtttiog  a  State 
into  the  Union,  to  see  diat  its  constitution  and 
State  government  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  He  should  bare  hoped, 
he  said,  and  he  yet  hoped,  that  the  opinion  would 
be  nearly  unanimous  in  this  body,  that  there  might 
be  snch  a  repugnancy  between  such  a  State  con- 
stitution and  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
as  would  not  only  justify  Congress  in  interfering, 
but  make  it  their  imperious  duty  to  interfere,  to 
prevent  her  taking  rank  in  the  Union.  Whether 
that  was  the  case  in  the  present  instaoee,  was,  he 
said,  a  different  question. 

The  preliminary  inquiry  was'that  which  he  had 
just  stated.  It  had  been  said  that  Missouri  ww 
already  an  independent  State;  that  she  has  formed 
a  State  government  under  an  unlimited  aathtvity 
from  Congress ;  and  that  she  has  now  the  same 
rights  as  the  proudest  and  oldest  States  in  the 
Union.  If  it  be  so,  said  Mr.  8.,  what  are  we  now 
deliberating  about?  Why  is  i^  that  the  resolu- 
tion now  under  conbideration  is  proposed  for  our 
adoption?  Why  are  this  and  the  oHier  House 
called  upon  to  pass  a  Iwi^ative  act  which  is  alto- 
gether unnecesiiary,  ana  which  has  clauses  in  it, 
if  this  construction  be  true,  which  are  extremely 
objectionable?  If  this  construction  be  correct,  her 
Senators  and  Representative  have  a  right  to  their 
seats  on  the  floor  of  either  House — to  imite  in  the 
common  counsels  on  the  affairs  of  tbe  Union,  and 
to  give  to  the  votes  of  Missouri  the  same  force  aa 
those  of  any  oth£r  State.  Why  are  they,  then,  said 
Mr.  S.,  kept  waiting  at  onr  doors,  and  not  permit- 
ted to  partake  of  our  deliberations?  Why  do  they 
wait  until  the  fate  of  this  resoluttcAi  be  known? 
It  was  said  that  this  resolution  waa  nothing  but 
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*  declaration  of  a  fact  Such  a  notification  was 
Dot  necessary  for  the  Senators  and  RepresentatiTe 
of  Missouri;  it  was  not  necessary  for  Congress,  if, 
the  fact  being  known,  the  former  had  nothing  to 
do  to  entitle  them  to  a  seat,  but  to  advance  to  the 
Chair  of  either  House  and  take  the  oath  .to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Whj  was 
it,  moreover,  that  the  constitation  of  Missouri  had 
been  submitted  to  ■  a  committee  of  this  House  ? 
Why  had  a  report  been  made  by  that  committer 
and  why  wac^this  House  now  discussing  it?  And 
why  was  it  that  that  teport  went  into  an  eiami- 
nation  of  a  particular  claase  of  that  eoostitutioD, 
and  pointed  out  the  mode  in  which  Congress  were 
to  ruieve  dioauelTes  from  the  task  of  deciding  oo 
its  coastilQtionality,  by  leaving  it  to  the  Judiciary? 
If  the  genileman^s  doctrine  were  true,  this  is  all 
super^uous.  It  is  more,  said  Mr.  S.,  for  the  reso- 
lution declares  that  Missouri  shall  be,  and  hereafter 
is  declared  to  be,  one  of  the  United  States,  &c. 
He  did  not  use  this  reference,  be  said,  for  the  mere 
effect  of  ro'bal  criticism,  trat  for  a  higher  purpose. 
When  a  committee,  composed  as  that  committee 
was,  finds  itself  under  the  necessity  of  presentine 
a  resolution,  to  be  adopted  by  a  joint  vote  of  both 
Houses,  declared  that  Missouri  is  thereby,  not  that 
she  has  been  admitted  into  .the  Union,  was  it  not 
as  strong  evidence  as  could  be  fuinished,  that  there 
was  something  which  seemed  to  compel  those  who 
acted  on  it  to  say,  that  this  declaration  of  the  fact 
is  the  virtoal  legislation  which  brings  Missouri 
into  llie  Unioi^whicfa  qaalifies  Iwr  for  induction 
lo  ibe  Union,  and  that  anterior  to  it  she  was  not  a 
8tat^  and  not  entitled  to  be?  From  what  period, 
Mr.  S.  asked,  was  it  that  Missouri  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  1  It  would  be  from  the  moment 
of  the  ai^ption  of  this  resolution.  Could  it  be 
aaid  of  any  antecedent  period?  Here,  Mr.  S.  said, 
be  would  avail  himself  of  another  concession  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina ;  and,  in  tak- 
ing to  his  aid  a  concession  of  his,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
did  it  with  the  full  impression  that  it  was  the  re- 
sult of  the  conviction  of  his  own  mind,  and  with 
the  benefit,  therefore,  of  the  conviction  of  sacb  a 
mind  as  bis.  That  gentleman  had  admitted  that 
Congress  might,  if  ibey  thought  propo",  introduce 

*  qualification  of  their  assent  to  the  admission  of 
If  nsoari  into  the  Uoioo,  which  shall  sens  to  show 
its  dissent  to  a  partiealar  clause  of  the  constitntion 
of  that  State,  uthisresolution,  then,  instead  of  be- 
ing tnerely  formal  and  declaratory,  was  susceptible 
of  an  amendment  by  which  Congress  could  exclude 
that  interpretation  of  a  particular  claase  of  the 
State  constitution  whichon  its  faeeit  bears,  would 
it  be  said  that  the  State  was  a  member  of  the 
Union  without  the  adoption  of  that  resolve?  If 
ao,  where  did  Congress  derive  the  authority  to  le- 

r'  laieon  theinterpretationofitsconstitution?  Mr. 
further  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  terms  of  the  preamble  of  this  resolution, 
wherein  it  is  declarixl  that,  "  whereas,  in  pursu- 

*  aoce  of  an  act  of  Congress,       the  people  of  the 

*  mid  Territory  did,  on  the  19th  day  of  July,  1820, 

*  by  a  cooventioa  <^ed  for  that  purpose,  form  for 
'  themselres  a  constitution  and  State  gavemmcnt, 

*  which  eonatilMtion  and  State  goi^emmeni|  ao 
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<  formed,  is  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  tht 
'  provisions  of  the  said  act."  The  reason  assigned 
for  her  admission  is,  that  she  has  formed  a  consti- 
tution in  conformity, to  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  last  session.  How  could  the' committee  know 
this?  By  their  own  examination?  Could  Con- 
gress, then,  declare  this  to  be  the  case,  without 
having  examined  the  constitution  of  the  new  Statet 
Ceriaioly  not  And  when,  in  the  act  authorizing 
the  formaticm  of  this  constitution  were  found  twtr 
limitations,  that  it  should  be  republican,  and  that 
it  should  not  be  repi^nant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  did  it  not  become  indispensa- 
ble, before  passing  a  preamble  and  resolution  like 
this,  that  the  memben  of  this  House  should  b» 
satisfied  in  their  own  minds  that  these  reqoiritiou 
have  been  complied  with?  f 

If,  in  a  single  article,  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
wuri  be  repugnant  to  that  of  the  United  Suteo^ 
said  Mr.  S.,  can  we  seriously  assert  that  she  has 
formed  a  constitution  accordioff  to  the  authority 
given  to  her?  And,  when  called  on  to  say  how 
we  can  reconcile  it  to  ourselves  to  sanction  snch 
a  contradiction  in  terms,  will  it  be  sufficient  to  say 
that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  question,  and 
will  leave  it  to  the  Judiciary  to  decide?  We  oave 
nothing  to  do  with  it  I  exclaimed  Mr.  Serosaht. 
Why,  then,  prescribe  to  the  people  of  Missouri 
any  conditions  in  the  first  instance?  Why  not 
aay,  we  gave  her  a  right  to  form  a  constitution ; 
she  has  lormed  it,  and,  whether  it  be  or  be  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  (^mstituUon  of  the  United  States 
she  is  a  member  of  the  Union  ?  The  contradic- 
tion was  sufficiently  apparent  in  the  fact  of  the 
introduction  of  this  isolation :  it  would  be  seen 
at  OQC&  that  the  House  was  neither  conforming 
to  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
act  of  the  last  session,  nor  to  any  jurinciple  hereto- 
fore observed  in  the  admission  oi  States.  Coald 
it  be  said  that.  Congress  had  parted  with  the  power 
of  looking  into  the  constitution  of  Missouri,- when 
it  had  expressly  prescribed  conditions  which  should 
be  indispensable  to  its  acceptance?  The  terms  of 
the  compact,  if  the  act  of  the  last  session  was  to 
be  considered  a  compact,  between  the  United 
States  and  Missouri,  were  perfectly  clear;  and  he 
took  this  opportunity  of  saying  that,  if  Missouri 
was  inrolred  in  dimculty— if  Congress  found  it- 
sdf  in  pCT^exiiy — if  the  Unitm  was  disturbed  on 
this  occs«on-.^f  this  House  was  impelled  to  the 
consideration  of  questions  which  it  was  psinfhl  to 
act  upon,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  Congress — it  waa 
not  the  h.vlt  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Sutas,  but  it  was  the  &ult  of  the  people  of  M^ 
Bouri.  It  might  be  their  error — an  error  which 
they  would  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  an  op- 
portunity to  correct— for,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  could 
not  believe  the  people  of  Missouri  would  have 
wantonly  introduced  into  their  constitution  a 
clause  at  variance  with  the  Constitation  of  the 
United  States,  under  an  impression  that  this  act 
of  admission  was  a  mere  form.  They  would  not 
wantonly  have  done  it,  for  it  could  not  be  either 
their  interest  or  their  inclination  to  try  the  temper 
of  the  Congress  of  the  Upited  States— 4o  try  how 
Su  its  regard  lo  the  Cmstitation  would  bear  il 
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ont  ia  the  contest^  or  how  far  it  would  Gonsent  to 
•tmender  a  {wrtion  of  the  rigAts  of  the  whole 
Union  to  avoid  a  difflenltf  which  die  Aeople  of 
Mimmri  have  thenndres  created.  There  was 
|irescr)bed  to  them  Imt  one  cooditioD ;  to  that  con- 
nidon  thejr  had  not  confonned,  and  they  are  not 
entitled  to  admission  into  the  Uaioa.  The  failure 
to  fulfil  the  eompaet  is  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  Mtssoori;  aod,  uid  Mr.  S.,  when  we  come,  io 
a  case  of  this  sort^  to  the  question  between  remand- 
ing this  consiiiation  for  reconsideratioa,  or  giviog 
Op  the  smallest  possible  portion  of  Coostitutipnal 
power,  I  trust  that  the  people  of  ererr  part  of  the 
Uaion  wuald  bear  u*  ont  in  saying  that  the  Con- 
ttitutioo  shall  be  inviolate ;  and  that  we  shall  not 
be  the  6r8t  to  set  a  precedent  which,  begun  to-day, 
may  be  followed  to-morrow,  until  it  inTotres  the 
TOT^ existence  of  our  CioTemmeot. 

Would  the  peo^e  of  Missoiiri,  Mr.  S.  asked, 
think  more  highly  of  CooEireas  were  it  to  jrfdd  to 
them  on  thia  oceuioa?  Woold'  they  not  hereaf- 
ter eome  into  the  Union  with  more  respect  for 
Oongren,  and  with  more  respect  for  themselves, 
loo— with  a  higher  sense  of  the  value  of  admis- 
sion itfto  the  Union,  if  Congress  now  fairiy  met 
this  qoestton,  thus  giving  to  the  people  of  Missouri 
an  assuTunce  that  what  was  now  done  with  re- 
spect to  them 'should  be  herfiai^er  the  rule  of  con- 
«uct  for  Congress,  as  to  others  asking  admission 
into  the  Union  ?  Woold  it  not  show  to  them  that 
Congress  was  disposed  to  do  all  in  Its  power  to 
preserve  the  blessings  of  this  Governinent  for 
them  and  for  their  posterity?  What,  he  asked, 
would  be  the  consequence  of  submission  by  Con- 
gress in  the  present  ease?  Missouri  will  have  ex- 
torted from  V  something;  anodier  State  will  ex- 
tort something  moi<e;  each  wiU  appeal  to  our 
frars,  which  may  bewell  or  ill  foQndeo;  each  new 
State  trill  endeavor  to  exaet  ftom  us  what  she 
Ainks  will  make  for  heroi^n  interest,  until  at  hist 
diey  will  not  Uiink  it  worth  while  to  ask  oar  leave 
to  do  as  they  choose.  How  much  better  Would  it 
he  for  Congress  at  once  to  take  its  groand,  and 
ftfnse  to  sanction  the  constitution  of  any  Statb 
which  is  in  any  respect  repugnant  to  that  of  tiie 
United  States  f 

Suppose  that  this  constitution  of  Missouri,  in- 
stead of  being  faulty  In  a  single  particular,  were 
throu^out.  from  beginning  to  end,  at  variance 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. — 
Would  it  be  pretended,  in  that  case,  that  Mi^sonri 
was  entitled  to  be  admitted  Into  the  Union  ?  Cer- 
tainly not;  yet  the  only  argument  in  favor'of  her 
admBHion,  with  one  clanae  of  her  constitution  in- 
««Dpatibb  with  that  of  the  United  States,  went 
the  whole  len^,  or  necessarily  involved  the  con- 
sequence of  yielding  the  whole ;  because  it  was 
Ibnnded  on  ue  ground  that  Congress  had  part- 
ad  with  the  whole  power^  and  had  no  right  to 
pass  Upon  the  constitution;  on  the  gnrand,  in 
short,  that  Hiasonri  is  now  admitted  into  the 
Union. 

The  gentleman  himself,  however,  had,  in  ano- 
ther part  of  his  speech,  ^iren  up  this,  which  was 
the  essential  part  of  his  argument;  for  he  had 
conceded  that,  if  the  coniUtttlioD  of  Mlssodri  was 


repugnant  to  the  CoDstitutioa  of  theUnited  States 
in  parUcalaisirhich  could  not  be  submitted  to  Ui^ 
judicial  authority  for  decision,  Congress  ought  to 
mterfere.  If,  said  Mr.  8.,  we  ought  m  any  case  to 
interfere,  there  must  be  a  mode  of  interference^ 
Whst  is  the  mode,  and  what  should  be  the'time? 
When,  certainly,  she  presents  herself  for  admis- 
sion. And,  if  we  have  then  a  right  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  or  is  not  occasion  for  our  inte^ 
ference,  is  not  the  whole  groand  of  th^  genfle- 
manV  argument  abandoned  1 

Pursuing  his  argument,  Mr.  S.  said  he  held  it 
to  be  perfectly  true  that  there  could  be  no  'vibla- 
tion  ofthe  Constitution  of  the  United  States  whic'h 
would  not  produce  injurious  civil  and  political 
effects,  as  distinguished  from  individual  effects 
over  which  the  Judiciary  have  control.  Honi^ 
toany  men  may  be  injored  before  one  -man  ap- 

Ears  with  a  spirit  to  resist  the  itnusticel  What, 
r.  8.  asked,  did  the  history  of  all  Governments 
exhibit  to  as  bdt  a  series  of  usurpations  on  oi& 
hand  and  sufferiogs  on  the  other,  submitted  ro 
until  thejr  became  too  grievous  loogSer  to  be  bome'f 
Men  sufier  lon^;  they  suffer  from  necessity,  frond 
poverty,  from  ignorance,  from  the  want  of  eaju- 
city  to  exert  those  rights  which  belong  to  tbemi 
and  which  it  ought  to  be  the  care  of  a  wise  Gof- 
6rnment  to  preserve  to  them.  Why  is  it  that  the 
names  of  men  who,  in  all  time  past,  have  resisted 
oppression,  have  been  immortalnied  by  the  histo^ 
nan,  tiie  painter,  and  the  poet?  Why  have  they 
been  considered  as  entitled  to  pecuhar  honors? 
Because  they  took  upon  themselves  the  burden, 
and  a  heavy 'burden  It  is,  of  resisting  by  force  the 
Ctovernment  which  had  loos  oppressed  and  pef- 
seeuted  them  and  th^'r  f^tow  men,  under  the 
forms  of  law.'  Now^  said  Mr.  8.,  if  we  allow  bsia 
principles  to  be  admitted  into  the  constitutions  6f 
States  formed  under  our  eye,  or  good  prind^les 
to  be  excluded,  what  will  be  the  eoDsequence? 
You  shift  the  responsibility  from  yourselves  and 
leave  it  to  individuals  to  fight  the  battie  with  thfe 
States.  Why  do  our  State  constitutions  contain 
declarations  of  rights?  Why  have  the  people  beeh 
so  eareftil  thus  to  lay  down  the  principles  which 
are  to  guide  the  Government  in  itn  operations  ^ 
For  the  purpose  of  preserving  political  and  cirU 
rights  inviolate  as  well  as  individual  rights,  and 
to  prevent  individuals  from  suffering  under  their 
violation. 

Coming  nearer  to  the  particular  question  in- 
volved in  the  constitution  now  presented  by  Mia- 
souri,  Mr.  8.  said,  suppose  that  constttnthin  ha^ 
said  that  no  free  vOiiU  citizen  of  the  United  StaMi 
should  come  to  reside  io  Missouri — ^was  there  an^ 
gentleman  who  would  say  that,  with  such  a  pro- 
vision in  her  constitution,  Missouri  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union?  He  would  not  answer  fdtr 
others,  bat,  for  himself,  he  believed  such  a  provi- 
sion would  produce  such  a  shock  as  would  occa- 
sion but  one  feeling  throughout  the  country — thdt 
of  resistance.  This  was  an  extreme  case,  he  knew*, 
(not  Itkdy  to  happen,)  but  he  had  put  it  for  the 
purpose  01  illustraiioD ;  and  he  confessed  that  the 
argument  appeared  to  him  irresistible,  that  a  power 
to  examine  the  proviuons  of  the  constitution  most 
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exist,  and  that  a  power  to  fefxue  admissioo,  in  eer- 
tain  cases,  must  necessarily  result. 

If  Congress,  having  the  power  to  reject,  should 
yet  accept  the  consutation  of  Missouri,  Mr.  3. 
contended  it  could  not,  with  an;  projn-iety,  be  said 
that  Congress  did  not  approve  the  constitntioo  of 
Mbtsouri. 

The  trust  of  guarding  the  Constitution  jof  the 
United  States  from  violation,  said  he,  in  cbnliaua- 
tion,  ia  jfecaliarljr  and  emphatically  ours.  We  ara 
sworn  to  support  (he  Constitntion  befine  we  enter 
on  the  dtities  to  which  we  are  called  under  it ;  and, 
he  believed  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolioa 
hiBiself,  and  every  other  member  of  this  House, 
would  go  along  with  him  in  saying  that  their  sup- 
port ortht:  Constitution  ought  to  be  active  and 
zealous,  and  not  a  cold  and  penurious  support.  It 
ought  to  be  no  calculatioa  how  much  they  might 
gire  up  of  that  Constitution,  but  a  determination 
tnat  even  if  there  be  doubt,  that  doubt  should  be 
determined  in  favor  of  the  Constitution.  It  should 
be  thus,  said  be,  that  by  a  constant,  warm,  and 
qordial  support  of  it  here,  we  may  invigorate  and 
quicken  the  respect  and  veneration  for  that  instru- 
ment, which,  I  trust,  is  entertained  by  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States, 

\ViA  respect  to  Ae  jiropositioa  to  turn  over  to 
the  judiciary  the  decision  of  the  question  involved 
in  this  consntDtion,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  must  declare, 
Uia^  with  the  greatest  respect  possible  for  the 
judiciary ;  with  tl^e  highest  confidence  in  their 
rectitude  and  wisdom }  with  the  greatest  williog- 
ueas  to  submit  to  their  decisions  in  their  proper 
a^&ec}  I^e  could  not  consent,  on  a  question  which 
Was  properly  prc^nted  for  nis  own  decision,  to 
ay,  let  the  question  sleep  tilt  some  humble  indi- 
vidual, some  poor  citizen,  shall  come  forward  and 
claim  a  deciiiioa  of  it.  He  never  would  pass  a 
duty  by,  by  leaving  it  to  some  individual  to  do 
what  CoDgress  ought  to  have  done.  No^  Mr.  S. 
said,  his  idea  of  supporting  the  Constitution  was, 
to  give  it  such  an  active  support  as  should  con- 
vince everybody' that  even  ihe  apjKarance  of  vio- 
lation of  It  would  not  be  permitted.  And  he 
b^gge4  gentlemen,  before  they  consented  to  take 
A  course  di£ferent  from  this,  that  they  would  con- 
nder,  seriously  consider,  what  may  jw  the  effect, 
in  «  Governmeat  depending  on  public  opinion  for 
its  'support,  of  a  disrespect  of  its  authority  exhib- 
ited on  this  floor. 

'  Mr.  3.  then  noticed  the  argument  wbich  Mr. 
LowNUEs  had  derived  from  the  Journal  of  this 
House  of  the  last  session,  in  the  case  of  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tatlob  to  amend  the  Missouri  act  so 
as  to  require  her  coastitution,  when  formed,  to  be 
approved  by  Coneress,  &c.^  before  she  could  be- 
come a  State — which  motion  was  negatived  by 
t^o  to  one.   Mr.  S.  admitted  the  fact,  but  argued 
that  it  proved  nothing  in  favor  of  Mr.  Lowndes's 
argument.   Gentlemen  had  voted  against  it  on 
various  grounds ;  !mme,heknew,had  voted  agaioi^t 
it  because  ihey  believed  it  superfluousj  holding  the 
opinion  which  he  was  now  maintaining,  that  the 
coastitulioo  must,  of  course,  receive  the  sanction  of 
Congress  before  it  could  be  of  any  authority, 
Idr.  S.  Uien  referred,  for  illastration  to  the  ease 
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of  Louisiana,  who  was  requured  to  submit  ha 
constitution  to  Congress,  amd  it  was  submitted  a^f 
approved  accordingfjr  before  it  went  into  operation. 
If  Congress,  according  to  the  gentleman's  aigii- 
ment,  had  no  right  to  do  so,  this  proceeaing  was 
all  UDConstitutionol  and  void.  And  it  wai  worthy 
of  remark  that,  at  the  same  time  that  constittitioq 
was  required  to  be  submitted  to  Cougre^  it  way 
also  rrauired  to  be  not  repifgnant  to  ue  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  Yet  Louisiana  w^ 
not  intended  to  be  admitted  on  diflerent  terras  from 
other  States,  but  on  the  same,  Ac. 

But,  independendy  of  the  act  of  the  Ustsessjop, 
it  had  been  asserted  that  Missouri  is  now  a  State; 
that  she  is  a  Slate  in  fi&ct.  Mr.  S.  asked  of  gen- 
tlemen seriously  to  consider  this  position.  jFrom 
what  time  has  she  become  a  State  ?  From  the 
moment  of  the  passage  of  our  act,  from  that  of 
the  adoption  of  her  constitution,  or  from  that  of 
the  organization  of  her  government?  He  did  not 
distinctly  understand  from  what  point  of  time  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  dated  her  indp^ 
peodence — 

[Mr.  L0WKDE8  here  explained  what  point  of 
time  he  referred  to.  It  was  at  the  monieot  whe% 
the  queKtion  haviog  been  formally  proposed  to  the 
people  (^Missouri,  whether  they  chose  to  form  (t 
constitution  and  State  government,  they  voted  ft 
expedient  to  do  so,  it  was  then  that  he  thouglft 
arose  the  ri^ht  in  uem  of  self-government) 

Mr.  %  did  not  consider  the  point  of  time  in  thi|g 
respect  material.  The  question  was^  b  Missouri 
entitled  to  the  rights  of  a  Slate  until  she  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  by  Congress?  In  support 
of  this  opinion,  he  said,  no  reason  had  been  as- 
signed that  was  founded  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Reasons  had  been  assigned 
by  the  gentleman  of  South  Carolina,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  founded  in  a  convenience 
which  amounted  to  a  sort  of  necessity,  but  no  ar- 
gument bad  been  drawn  from  the  Constitution  in 
support  of  this  position.  We  have  the  power  to 
admit  a  State  into  the  Union,  said  Mr.  S^  Ijnt 
was  it  ever  supposed  that  a  State  vras  admitted, 
by  her  own  act.  Wore  we  admitted  her?  Could 
it  be  pretended  that,  when  Congress  aathorizel 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitntion.  and 
under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  they  dio  ad^ 
mit  them  into  the  Union  t  It  might  be  argued, 
with  some  plaustbility,  that  Congress  bad  by  that 
act  engaged  that,  at  some  time,  they  should  bp 
admitted  into  the  Union.  If  the  authority  given 
had  been  to  erect  themselves  into  a  sovereign  and 
independent  State,  Mr.  S.  would  have  been  able 
to  understand  the  argument  that  they  are  now  a 
State.  But,  when  Congress  gave  them  authoritjr 
to  form  a  constitution  to  fit  them  for  admission, 
to  say  that  Congress  did  then  admit  them  into  the 
Union  was  an  argument  not  intelligible;  and  al- 
most equally  so  was  that  which  made  her  out  to 
be  a  State  whenever  her  people  had  formed  a  con- 
stitution. 

The  United  States,  with  respect  to  her  territory, 
stood  almost  in  the  same  relation  as  one  of  the 
States  to  its  territory.  Virginia,  for  example,  gat^ 
authority  to  the  people  of  thatinrtof  her  territory 
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which  is  now  Kentucky,  to  form  a  conatitutioQ. 
The  territory  called  a  conrention,  made  a  State 
goTernment,  fixed  the  mode  of  her  electioas, 
and  elected  her  officers.  Was  she  then  a  member 
of  the  Union  1  Yes,  virhen  Congre:>s  agreed  to 
admit  her  into  the  Union.  Was  i^he  a  State  be- 
ibre  that  took  j^ace  ?  Certainly  not.  So  with 
4fae  Territories  of  the  United  States.  Congress 
gires  them  authotity  to  make  a  constitution,  pre- 

Straiory  to  their  aamission,  and  that  being  done, 
ongress  mav  admit  than. 
If,  said  Mr.  S.  farther,  Representatives  from  a 
Tenitory  which  hu  thus  formed  a  constitution, 
present  themsdres  at  the  door  of  this  House,  is 
not  the.  House  bound  to  inquire  whether  they  are 
the  Representatives  of  a  State  t  Must  we  not 
examine  whether  they  are  properly  deputed,  or 
must  We  admit  anybody  and  everybody  who  pre- 
sents himself  and  declares  that  he  is  the  Repre- 
Mutative  of  a  State  ?  We  may  know  the  fact  out 
<jf  doors,  but  it  must  also  be  known  here ;  to  ascer- 
tain it,  weareobliged  to  examine  the  Constitution. 
Mr.  S.  entered  into  a  train  of  reasoning  to  show 
the  inconvenience  which  would  result  from  each 
branch  of  the  Government  being  left  to  determine 
for  itself  the  independence  of  a  State,  the  chance 
of  theij;  not  concurring  in  their  views  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  incongmtty  which  would  result  from 
*acb  a  disagreement. 

The  orderly,  politic,  and  r^lar  course  of  pro- 
ceeding in  sucD  a  case  as  this,  was  so  obvious,  be 
Mid>  that  he  was  only  astonished  that,  in  any 
cane,  a  different  course  had  been  pursued.  In  the 
main,  be  said,  the  construction  had  been  that  for 
which  he  contended.  -  Whatever  irregularities 
^ere  might  have  been  in  other  respectu,  with  re- 
spect to  thenewly  formed  States,  the  full  extension 
to  a  Stale  of  the  benefits  of  its  admission  into  the 
Union  bad  never  taken  [>tace  until,  by  some  act, 
Congress  had  expressly  or  impliedly  recognised  its 
admission. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  inquire  whether  the 
practice  of  our  Government  sustained  the  doctrine 
which  he  bad  endeavored  to  show  was  inconsist- 
ent with  its  theory.  With  respect  to  precedents, 
whilst  he  disavowed  a  slavish  subjection  to  their 
authority,  yet  be  acknowledged  that  if  they  were 
clear  and  undeviatin^  showug  an  uniform  prac- 
tice under  the  Constitution  to  Re  present  time,  he 
^ould  consider  them  of  very  high  authority.  He 
leeotlected,  in  a  case  at  the  last  session,  the  gen- 
tlraiaD  from  South  Carolina  had  not  considered 
them  of  so  great  weight ;  but  Mr.  S.  said  he  agreed 
with  that  gentleman  now  in  allowing  them  weight, 

eovided  they  have  the  character  of  uniformit|^. 
e  was  mistaken  if,  upon  examination,  they  did 
not  turn  out  differently  from  what  the  member 
from  South  Carolina  had  supposed.  In  examin- 
ing them,  a  precedent  might  be  made  out  to  war- 
rant aoy  coarse  gentlemen  chose,  tliey  differed  so 
much  from  each  other;  among  them  might  be 
found  one  for  a  people  making  a  constitution  with- 
out previous  authority  from  Congress,  and  that 
too  ont  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  for 
whidi  nobody  would  contend.  Mr.  8.  here  briefly 
lU  over  the  caaei  of  admissim^into  the  Union 


commenting  on  each.  Kentucky,  Vermmt,  Ten- 
oessecj  Ohio,  and  Louisiana^  were  afboilted  up  to 
I81],  inclusive,  and  in  every  case  some  act  of  the 
Government  bad  been  thought  necexsanrt  prece- 
dent or  subsequent,  to  entit^  them  to  admission. 
From  the  year  1811,  however,  every  State  ad- 
mitted (five  in  number,  besides  Maine,  whose  case 
was  peculiar)  had  beeu  formed  by  previous  au- 
thority, and  bad  come  into  the  Union  by  virtue  of 
an  act  or  resolution  expressly  admitting  her. 
Would  genileroen,  then,  take  the  single  precedent 
of  Kentucky,  of  Tennessee,  of  Vermtrnt,  with  their 
peculiarities,  and  apjdy  it  to  a  State  formed  out  of 
a  new  Tmitory  - purchased  bjr  the  United  States, 
or  would  thejr  take  the  case  of  other  States,  which 
formed  a  scries  of  precedents,  each  disUnctly^  re- 
cognising the  power  of  Congress  to  give  |Kevioai 
authority  to  a  people  to  form  a  constitution,  and 
also  the  authority  and  right  of  Congress  to  admit 
them  into  the  Union,  and  the  necessity  of  socb  an 
act  of  admission? 

With  respect  to  elections  hy  the  inchoate  States, 
he  considered  them  as  provisional^ and  made  valid 
by  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution.  The  Rep- 
resentative from  Indiana  taking  bis  seat  before  the 
passage  of  the  act  for  ber  admission,  he  considered ' 
an  oversight.  And  was  not  the  fact  of  the  Rep- 
resentative from  Missouri  remaining  absent,  as- 
serting no  riffht  as  a  Repiesentalive,  and  not  be- 
ing admitteaas  such,  (and  so  of  her  Senators  also,) 
a  stronger  evidence  of  the  opinion,  not  only  of  Ae 
old  Stales,  but  of  the  new  Slates  too,  than  a  single 
precedent  of  irregularity,  as  that  of  Indiana  ? 

Having  shown,  in  bis  opintod,  that  Congress 
possessed  the  right  and  power  to  examine  this 
question,  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  the  remaining  points 
in  the  discussion. 

In  this  particular  case,  the  mode  of  proceeding 
proposed,  struck  him  as  the  most  objectionable 
that  could  be  devised;  because  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  report  and  the  observations  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  did  admit  that  there  was 
something  in  the  Constitution  formed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Nfissouri,  upon  which,  if  the  House  was 
called  upon  to  speak,  gentlemen  would  be  obliged 
to  say  they  are  of  opinion  it  is  onconstitotiotwl ; 
for,  in  the  first  place,  the  eominiltee  are  willing  to 
leave  the  decision  on  a  particular  clause  to  the  Ju- 
diciary ;  in  the  next  place,  they  think  it  susc^ti- 
bleof  an  interpretation  not  inconsistent  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  Unit^  States ;  and,  it  is  lastly 
suggested,  that  Congress  may  avoid  the  difficulty 
by  a  protest,  or  explanation,  or  interpretation  of 
the  cuiuse,  as  they  desire  it  to  be  understood.  All 
this  seemed  to  convey  the  impression  that  there 
was  something  there,  which  gentlemen  wished  to 
avoid  voting  and  deciding  upon. 

To  refer  the  subject  to  the  Judiciary  was  one 
mode  proposed  for  getting  over  it.  To  this  course 
there  were  a  great  many  objections,  which  doubt- 
less had  already  occurred  to  the  minds  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Among  these,  Mr.  S.  dwelt  particularly 
on  the  following:  that,  if  it  be  the  duty  of  thu 
House  to  pronounce  on  any^  question  they  had  no 
right  to  shift  Uie  responaibility  on  the  Judiciary ; 
and  that  Congien  cannot  send  the  question  to  the 
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Judieury^  there  beinc  no  mode  preicribed  in  the 
Coiwtitation  far  whieb  tfae^  could  do  it. 

With  regard  to  learing  it  to  chance  to  hnag  it 
bdbre  the  Jodiciary,  that  chaoee  might  nerer 
come,  &c.  If  the  Judiciary  were,  inde«l,  the  tri- 
feanat  to  decide  the  question,  they  ought  to  decide 
it  before  the  House  acted  od  it.  Auother  great 
objection  to  the  coarse  proposed  was,  that  it  would 
tmnecessarily  throw  on  the  Judiciary  the  per- 
formance of  an  odioQs  duty,  which  he  ackoowl- 
edged  this  to  be;  and  it  seeined  to  him  gentlemen 
■bowed  too  strongly,  by  their  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, and  their  eodeavors  to  throw  it  from  them- 
soVes,  that  they  felt  it  to  be  so.  But  this  House 
was  much  better  able  to  bear  tbe  odium  of  it  than 
the  Judiciary.  Mr.  8.  said,  he  uerer  would  con- 
sent that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should, 
for  their  own  rdjef,  burden  the  Judiciary  with 
that  nxt  of  question,  the  decirion  of  which  makes 
it  moat  obnoxious,  exposes  it  most  to  that  excite- 
ment which,  of  all  departments  of  the  Gorern- 
ment,  it  was  least  capable  of  contending  against. 
The  effects  of  unpopular  decisions  in  tbe  State 
courts,  showed  what  misbt  possibly  be  the  effect, 
in  similar  cases,  on  the  United  States  Judiciary. 
He  wished  tbe  whole  strength  of  the  Federal  Ju- 
diciary might  be  maintained  unimpaired  for  cases 
wherein  toe  exertion  of  it  might  be  necessary, 
which  it  was  not  in  the  present  case.  Another 
objection  to  the  course  proposed  was,  that,  if  tbe 
argument  in  its  favor  prored  any  thing,  it  proved 
too  much.  The  more  objectionable  a  clause  of 
the  Conatitntion  it,  the  stronger  is  tbe  reason 
agauist  the  reference  of  it  to  the  Judiciary,  be- 
cause it  would  there  more  certainty  be  declared 
■0.  A  full  consideration  of  all  the  riews  whieh 
could  be  takoi  of  the  subject,  Mr.  S.  said,  would 
hiag  him  back  to  the  true  ground,  that  this  House 
ooffht  to  decide  itsdf  upon  tbe  question. 

If  tbe  Judiciary  had  been  the  proper  tribunal  to 
determine  this  question,  Mr.  S.  went  on  to  argue, 
it  was  so  as  to  all  questions  which  could  arise  re- 
specting a  new  constitution ;  and  if  a  gross  and 
palpable  series  of  infractions  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  were  contained  in  a  constitu- 
tion formed  by  tbe  people  of  a  Territory,  Con- 
gress would  be  justiGed,  as  much  as  in  the  present 
case^  In  referring  it  to  the  Judiciary. 

Il  had  been  su|^ested  that  the  present  was  a 
case  which  it  wonU  be  difficult  for  Congress  to 
decide  beeuise  the  clause  of  the  Missouri  ctmsti- 
tntion  was  said  to  have  offended  that  clause  of 
the  Ccnstitution  of  the  United  States  to  which  it 
was  moat  difficult  to  give  a  precise  interpretation. 
That  clause,  Mr.  S.  quoted  in  the  following  words : 
"Tbe  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
•everal  States."   Mr.  S.  said  he  should  be  exceed- 
Ingly  sorry  to  believe  that  this  clause  waft  so  diffi- 
euTt  of  construction  that  this  House  conld  not  de- 
cide whetheror  not  it  had  been  violated  iaagiven 
ease ;  because,  in  one  of  our  standard  books,  (the 
Federalist,)  one  of  those  authorities  to  which  we 
refer  for  light  in  difficult  cases  of  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  it  was  said,  that  this  very  clause 
was  the  "  basis  of  the  Union."  Strange,  indeed, 
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that  this  clause  should  hare  beeii  considered  the 
basis  df  the  Union,  and  yet  so  equivocal  that  a 
construction  could  not  be  given  to  it. 

If  there  was  a  difficulty  in  defining  precisely  the 
scope  of  the  clause  of  tbe  Constitution,  there  could 
be  none  in  deciding  that  it  does  give  to  the  citizras 
of  each  State  in  the  Union,  the  humblest  and  low- 
est right  enjoyed  by  a  free  man.  Did  any  one 
doubt,  Mr.  S.  asked,  that  this  clause  give  to  citi- 
zens of  every  State  the  free  right  to  go  into  any 
other  State,  to  return,  or  to  remain  there?  If 
that  was  denied,  then  he  would  agree  that  this 
clause  of  the  Constitution  was  all  words  and  no 
meaning.  Here,  then,  was  the  very  point  of  tbia 
question.  If  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri has,  either  by  its  own  positive  provisions, 
or  by  enjoitiing  it  on  its  Legislatnre,  excluded  al- 
togMher  from  the  State  of  Missouri  any  man  who 
is  a  citizen  of  another  State'in  this  Union,  then  it 
is  impossible  to  reconcile  that  constitution  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be  a 
defiance,  which  is  worse  than  resistance,  to  the 
Coitstitution  of  the  United  Stateec,  if  it  had  been 
intentional ;  but  Mr.  S.  acquitted  Missouri  of  any 
such  intention. 

Mr.  S.  declined  going  into  the  question  how 
far  a  State  had  a  right  to  make  laws  with  regard 
to  a  certain  class  of  persons  referred  to  in  the  ob- 
jected clause  of  tbe  Missouri  constitution.  He 
briefly  examined  tbe  suggMtion  of  Mr.  Lownoeo 
that  that  clause  did  not  intend  to  exclude  such 
persons  as  were  citizens  in  other  States.  But  the 
clause  itself,  Mr.  8.  laid,  made  no  distineUpn  of 
classes,  but  extended  equally  to  both  claasea.  Mia' 
sonri  might  make  the  distinction  if  she  chose. 
Was  it  for  Congress  to  make  an  exception  for  her 
which  she  did  not  choose  to  make  for  hersdf,  and 
which  the  Lwislature  of  Missouri  might  not 
choose  to  consider  as  any  part  of  that  clause  of  the 
Conntitation  ?  Congress  had  no  right  to  interpret 
for  tbem  their  own  meaning.  He  then  went  on 
to  show  in  what  Slates  free  persons  of  color  were 
citizens,  and  mentioned  North  Carolina,  New 
York,  and  Massachusetts,  among  them.  To  make 
them  citizens  of  any  State  it  was  not  necessary 
they  should  have  a  right  to  rote,  as  Mr.  S.  showed 
by  rarious  references,  that  noore  than  half  the 
white  men  in  some  of  our  States  did  not  rote,  be- 
cause they  were  not  freeholders ;  yet  no  one  would 
deny  tbem  to  be  citizens  of  those  States,  dec. 

It  was  the  humble  umple  pririlese  of  locomo- 
tion only  that  was  now  cuumed  for  uieee  persons : 
it  was  a  right  indispensable  to  citizenship,  and  it 
was  aU  that  was  asked  for  in  the  present  case.  If 
there  was  any  way  in  which  a  citizen  of  one  State 
can  enjoy  all  the  prtviieges  and  immunities  of  a 
citizen  of  another  State,  and  yet  not  be  permitted 
to  set  bii  foot  in  it,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  be  glad 
to  be  informed  of  it.'  With  respect  to  the  right  of 
Missouri  or  of  any  State  of  the  Union  to  regulate 
its  own  citizens,  or  to  prescribe  laws  for  their  gov- 
ernment, not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  otthe 
United-  Stetes,  Mr.  S.  said,  no  one  pretended  to 
interfere.  She  must  regulate  her  own  concerns, 
upon  such  policy  as  she  thinks  best,  &e.  On  what 
would  be  hef  true  policy,  Mr.  8.  made  a  few  zo- 
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marks  whicb  the  reporter  did  aot  hear  wiih  suffi- 
eieot  distiactaess  to  report  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  was  clear  that, 
Unless  something  was  introduced,  by  mte»ireta- 
tiOD,  into  the  clause  of  t^e  coostitutioD  of  Missoa- 
li,  respecUDg  free  people  of  color,  which  the  fira- 
mers  of  it  hare  not  iouoduced,  and  which  it  is  not 
known  that  they  would  be  wilUag  to  introdace, 
it  is  a  plain  and  palpable  infraction  of  the  Consti- 
tation  of  the  United  State*. 
'  The  plain  course,  dien,  he  Ixdiered.  was  not  to 
rccave  the  constitution  fonned  bjr  the  people  of 
Missoari.  For  himsell^  he  beliered,  and  with 
hini  taumr  of  the  membcvs  of  this  House  believed, 
that  at  was  the  duty  of  this  House  to  kmk  into  the 
Constitution,  and  if  they  found  it  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  that  it  yfm  the  duty  of  this  House  to 
r^ect  it: 

What  the  consequenceB  of  doing  so  mieht  be, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  anticipate;  bat,  .whatever 
they  might  be,  they  could  not  be  worse  than  the 
recognition  of  the  constitution  in  its  present  shape. 
But  why  apprehend  any  disagreeable  consequences? 
lififfht  not  Congress  discuss  a  question  of  tbis  sort 
without  reference  to  danger?  Migbt  it  not  reject 
this  constitution  of  Missouri,  without  giving  her 
any  right  to  unqualified  independence?  Or  was 
this  House  to  give  way,  right  or  wrong?  True, 
Mr.  S.  said,  Congress  had  been  much  divided  in 
opinion  on  the  question  of  the  last  session,  and 
they  might  be  on  this.  But,  as  far  as  gentlemen ' 
might  wink  the  consequences  of  such  division 
dangerous — the  consequences  ^ey  dreaded  were 
the  consequences  of  frM  and  fair  investigation — 
the  consequence  of  men  doing  what  they  believe 
to  be  light ;  and  vrtieo  men  yield  to  fears  excited 
by  such  causes,  they  give  up  the  right  of  free  dis 
cjussion,  the  right  of  exercising  their  own  Judg- 
ment, the  ri^tof  mainttioing  what,  in  their  con- 
sdences,  they  think  to  be  right  Does  it  follow, 
because  there  is  a  s'trong  opposition  to  any  mea- 
sure, because  there  is  ^reat  feeling  and  warmth 
on  it,  that  therefore  prmciple  is  to  be  abandoned  ? 
That  no  one  woula  maintain.  Neither  was  it 
consistent  with  the  theory  of  our  Qovemment ; 
because,  at  last,  the  will  of  the  majority  must  gov- 
ern. And,  whatever  fears  might  be'  entertained 
by  others,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  felt  confident  that  the 
Will  of  the  majorhy  would  be  submitted  to. 

With  respect  to  what  would  Ise  the  condition  of 
the  Territory  on  the  rejection  of  this  constitution, 
Mr.  S.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  it  would  be  terri- 
torial. Vfhat  provision  it  might  be  necessary  to 
make,  in  respect  to  it  he  did  not  pretend  to  say, 
nor  whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  any. 

case  of  the  sort  had  never  occurred  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  Cbverument,  and  It  would,  if  it  oc- 
curred, deserve  a  careful  and  deltboate  eumina- 
tion  and  decioon.  Here  Mr.  8.  concluded  his 
observations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stobrs,  who  desired  an  op- 
portunity of  stating  the  reasons  which  wtmld  in- 
duce him  to  vote  a^inst  the  resolntiim  nir  the 
admission  of  Missoun,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the 
QouK  a^joarned. 


Frioat,  Decnnber  8. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and 
returning  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land 
Office ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Diatrict 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  (he  act  iof 
the  last  session  for  altering  the  times  of  holdioff 
the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  m 
Columbia.  [The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  intermit 
the  approaching  December  term,  inasmuch  as  the 
term  rollowing  is,  under  the  new  atnngement,  to 
be  hdd  in  April  instead  of  July,  as  heretofore.] 
The  bill  was  twice  read  and  Committed. 

The  Sfeakeb  laid  before  tha  Hoose  a  letter 
from  the  Ghivernor  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  en- 
closing a  certificate  of  the  election  of  Josiah  8. 
JoHNSTon,  as  the  representative  of  that  State  ta 
the  seventeenth  Congress  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speakeb  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit^ 
ting  sundry  statements,  rendered  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  28th  oltimo, 
respecting  the  amount  of  moneys  drawn  from  tb^ 
Treasury  for  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
from  30th  December,  1819,  to  the  13th  Novem- 
ber, 1830.  with  the  disposition  tberec^  and  of 
transfers  dnringthelaterecessof  Ctugnss;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  that  the  Hoose  do  now  pro- 
eeed  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  the  6th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  infliction  of 
corporal  punishment,  and  the  prohitHtion  of  the 

g-actice  of  duelling  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
lates ;  and  the  qoestion  being  taken  thcteiHi,  it 
was  determined  in  the  n(|;ativa. 
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The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whol&  on  the  resolution  de^ 
daring  the  admission  of  Misionri  into  tbe  Cpion 
on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original  States. 

Mr.  Stobbb,  of  new  York,  said,  that  the  state 
of  his  health  should  perhaps  admonish  him  not  to 
address  the  Committee  at  all,  on  the  interesting 
question  before  them.  They  would,  however,  find 
in  this  circumstance  a  security  that  he  should  not 
occupy  much  of  their  time. 

1  am  only  anxious,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  the  vote  which 
I  shall  give  against  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union  as  a  State,  to  be  neither  misunderstood 
or  misrepresented.  The  opinion  which  I  expressed 
at  the  last  sef>sion  against  the  power  of  Congress 
to  prescribe,  by  anticipation,  to  States,  conditions 
of  tbe  natore  then  proposed,  to  be  incorporated  into 
their  constitutions,  i^ces  me  in  a  situation  some- 
what peculiar,  and  entitles  me  to  some  claim  of 
indulgence  from  the  Committee.  That  opinion 
then  formed,  afler  much  eareftil  deliberation  and 
anxious  inquiry,  I  have  since  found  no  reason  to 
change.  It  is  not,  therefore,  with  any  view  to 
a  police  for  the  course  which  I  then  pursued,  ibaA 
I  am  udtuxd  to  t^fer  my  sentimentk  at  ih»  tim^ 
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on  the  question  now  before  us.  Apology  could 
dalf  sfHTtng  from  the  consciousness  of  error ;  and 
I  have  no  propitiation  to  offer  to  secure  ibe  favor 
of  any  man  or  set  of  men  whatever.  The  con- 
scidtisness  of  rectitude  is  my  shield  against  all  the 
oldoquy  which  has  been  cast  upon  my  name,  and' 
my  support  under  every  accusation  which  has  been 
laid  to  my  chai^.  The  Committee  will  pardon 
these  obserraiions.  It  has,  indeed,  been  truly  said, 
bjr  one  not  less  distinguished  for  his  profound  po- 
ntical  attainments  than  his  deep  knowledge  of  the  , 
haman  character,  that  it  beeoDMs  »  man  to  spe^k 
bot  addo'm  of  himsdf.  Were  I  alone  coneenied 
in  the  ftobject  before  you,  my  oiHttion  would  have 
been  expressed  by  a  silent  Tote.  Short  as  my  po- 
Htieal  experience  has  been,  (and  my  public  services 
are  probably  near  their  elosej)  I  have  learned 
enough  io  ttnow  thtit  tt  is  an  extremely  difficult 
task  for  a  puUic  man  to  discharge  his  auty  to  his 
country  and  escape  the  malice  or  misconception 
of  others.  However  plausibly  it  may  be  main- 
tained as  a  matter  of  general  iwlitical  speculation, 
that  a  Representative  here  is  bound  by  the  will  of 
his  constituents,  it  is  not  easy  to  reconcile  this  in- 

rious  theory  with  the  moral  sanctions  imposed 
our  Constimtion.  The  responsibility  of  the 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  my  country  is 
upOb  me,  and  however  highly  I  respect  the  opinion 
of  others,  the  pbligaUoD  todischarae  it  fiiithfully 
rests  not  upon  them.  To  »y  that  1  am  inseiudUe 
to  paUic  favor,  would  be  to  deny  that  X  am  a  mere 
man.  I  am  more  anxious,  howetrer,  to  deserve 
than  to  enjoy  it,  and  my  own  constituents  would 
be  first  to  deapise  m^  justly,  were  I  to  seek  its  con- 
tbiaaace  at  the  expense  of  sacrificing  the  first 
qtfbiificatioa  which  can  entitle  any  man  to  their 
good  opinion— 4he  firm  determination  to  discharge 
me  trust  confided  to  his  hands,  in  conformity  to 
his  ov^n  sense  of  public  duty. 

Whatever  our  opinions  maybe  on  the  subject 
which  was  here  agitated  at  me  last  session,  it  is 
ifow  to  be  determined  whether  Missouri  shall  be 
admitted  to  the  distinguished  rank  of  one  of  the 
sister  States  of  otrr  Union.  Believing  that  the 
eohatitation  which  she  has  presented  to  us  is  re- 
sognant,  at  least  in  one  of  its  provisions,  to  the 
Constitution  of  die  United  States,'  I  am  con- 
Btniined  to  express  an  opinion  against'tbe  adoption 
of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration.  The 
I<egislatare  of  the  proposed  State  are  direeted, "  as 
'  stmn  as  may  be^to  |nss  snch  laws  as  may  be  ne- 

*  cessary  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  malattocs  from 

*  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  State,  under  any 
'  pretext  whatever."  The  authority  thus  conferred 
by  the  people  of  Missouri  on  their  Legislature,  in 
my Judgment,  infKnges  the  security  contained  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  **  the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States." 

TThe  committee  who  reported  this  resolution 
bare  said,  that  "of  all  the  articles  in  our  Consti- 
mtion, there  is  inrabably  not  one  more  difficult  to 
eonstme  well,"  than  this,  i  had,  indeed,  suppoeed, 
that,  on  the  priae1{de  estaUishM  in  this  article, 
lesled  th«  whole  stmcnue  of  our  Natumal  Qoveru- 
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ment.  It  was  upon  considerations  derived  chiefly 
from  the  nature  of  our  political  system  in  this  re- 
spect, that  I  bad  at  the  la^t  session  formed  (he 
opinion  against  our  power  to  insist  on  the  restn'e* 
tion  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  then  before 
us.  An  attentive  examination  of  the  characteris- 
tics which  peculiarly  distinguish  the  present  Gov- 
ernment from  the  old  Confederacy,  will  best  illus- 
trate the  true  construction  and  operation  of  this 
article  of  the  Constitution. 

The  old  Confederation  was  a  mere  league  of 
friendship  forced  among  the  States  for  their  mu- 
tual defence  and  security.  It  was  strictly  a  con- 
federacy of  State  sovereignties.  Its  powers  were 
delegated  by,  and  drawn  from,  the  States  in  ftieir 
corporate  capacities,  representing  the  sovereignty 
of  tne  people  of  their  respective  jurisdictions.  It 
was  in  its  nature  a  treaty  of  alliance  between  dif- 
ferent nations,  who  had  recently  become  indepen- 
dent comtoonities,  and  formed  or  adopted  for  them- 
selves constitutions  of  civil  governmeiit.  The 
particular  objects  of  the  alliance  were  special  and 
defined  in  the  termsof  the  compact.  These  articles 
of  union,  like  other  treaties  between  sovereign  Pow- 
ers, were  susceptible  of  alteration  or  amendment 
only  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  States. 
Every  power  and  right  reserved,  was  reserved  to  the 
States.  The  people  of  the  respective  States  were 
not  as  citizeiis  amenable  to  its  authority  except  as 
citizensof  . the  State  governmnnts.  The  authority 
of  the  Confederacy  operated  only  on  the  States  in 
their  political  capacity ;  and  its  powers  were  only 
carried  into  execution  through  their  instrumental- 
ity. Tbrough  thes^  as  the  organs  of  the  will  of 
the  old  Congress,  and  the  agents  for  giving  eflect 
to  its  operations,  it  derived  all  its  efiicacy,  as  from 
them  it  had  derived  all  its  authority.  Indeed,  it 
might  well  have  been  doubted,  if  doubt  could  ex- 
ist, if  it  were  at  aH  competent  to  the  States  to  have 
established  any  other  system  of  general  authority. 
The  people  of  the  respective  States  could  not  have 
been  subjected  to  a  jurisdiction  deriving  its  powers 
from  the  delegated  authority  of  their  State  Legis- 
latures. This  structure  of  General  Government 
if  government  it  might  be  named,  was  kept  to- 

E ether  during  the  war  only  by  the  pressure  or  pub- 
c  calamity. 

At  the  return  of  peace  its  evils  were  felt^  and, 
for  all  the  purposes  of  onion  and  defence,  it  was 
found  altogether  inefficient  or  useless.  Its  power 
was  openly  contemned,  its  operations  defeats,  and 
as  all  Its  efficacy  depended  on  the  will  of  the  r^ 
spective  State  Legi^atnres,  some  of  whom  were 
prepared,  or  had  in  fact  resisted  its  authority,  if 
the  compact  was  not  already  virtually  dissolved, 
it  was  rapidly  hastening  to  annihilation,  or  to  a 
state  that  was  little  more  than  a  inockery  of 
government.  fieing  thus  in  Its  nature  a  mere 
treaty  among  the  States,  the  citizens  of  each 
memoer  of  the  Confederacy  were  considered  as 
citizens  only  of  their  respective  State  governments. 
All  their  ruhts  and .  immunities  beyond  these  ju- 
risdictions depended  upon  the  will  of  any  party  of 
the  Confederacy  who  might  choose  to  withdraw 
from  the  alliance  or  set  tts  authority  at  defiance. 
Among  the  evils  of  this  system  had  already  ap- 


Admimon  of  Mittowri. 


Digitized  by  Google 


636 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


536 


H.  OP  R. 


pea  red  the  very  defect  of  the  security  of  the  rights 
of  citizens  of  other  States,  aod  measures  adopted 
by  some  of  tbe  States  had  ^iven  cause  for  loud 
aud  jusr  coxoplaints  of  tbe  violatioii  of  this  secu- 
rity. The  'friends  of  oar  Natiooal  Union  were 
noiTOHaily  alartoed.  It  was  eTideat  to  all,  that, 
without  a  radical  change  in  the  straetore  of  the 
system,  the  fairest  fruits  of  our  indmendence  would 
lie  blasted^  and  that  union  on  whicn  depended  our 
■CrengUi,  tf  not  eren  tbe  perpetuity  of  ci-vil  liberty 
among  us,  might  beforever  dissolred.  The  Con- 
Tention  which  formed  our  present  Constitution  of 
civil  goremment,  impressed  with  this  conviction, 
discarded  the  principle  on  which  the  old  Confed- 
eracy was  framed.  They  retained  merely  that  rep- 
reseotatioQ  of  tbe  States  in  the  new  system  which 
was  necessary  to  the  security,  and  which  should 
protect  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  over  the 
powers  not  delated  to  the  National  Government. 
The  great  and  cardinal  principle  of  our  Constitu- 
tion created  a  National  GoTemment  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  Its  powers  were  derived 
from^  and  delegated  by,  the  people,  in  their  con- 
ventions, not  as  citizens  of  distinct  soverdgnties, 
but  in  their  colleetive  capacity,  as  citizens  of  one 
great  Republic.  The  powers  vested  in  the  Qov- 
ernment  now  operated  directly  on  the  people.  Its 
legislature  and  judiciary  are  the  l^slature'and 
judiciary  of  the  nation.  .  Tbe  public  will  no  longer 
apjdies  for  aid  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States, 
but  extends  its  authority  as  the  universal  law  oi 
the  nation  to  every  citizen.  The  citizens  of  the 
respective  States  are  no  longer  alien  to  each  other 
as  subjects  of  different  sovereignties.  In  relation 
to  tlie  powers  vested  in  the  General  Government 
we  have  become  emphatically  one  people,  under 
one  National  Government — allied  to  eacb  other  as 
citizens  of  one  country — responsible  to  one  supreme 
authority — controlled  by  the  same  laws — enjoying 
equally  the  blessings  it  dispenses,  and  truly  breth- 
ren of  the  same  family.  Is  it  possible,  then,  that 
we  can  mistake  the  mtention  of  the  framers  of 
this  ConititatioQ,  or  onr  own  rights,  so  far  as  to 
hesitate  on  the  true  construction  of  that  clause 
which  secures  to  the  citizens  of  each  Slate  the 
^tviletfes  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  thesereml 
States? 

But,  Mr.  Cbairman,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  have  already 
suggested  that  mv  vote  of  tbe  last  session  was 
founded  on  considerations  drawn  from  this  view 
of  our  oaltooal  system.  The  powers  granted  to 
the  Natiooal  Government  are  granted  equally  by 
the  whole  body  of  the  people.  The  rights  retained 
are  retained  equally  by  all.  The  Congress,  acting 
under  this  uniform  grant  of  power,  acquires  no 
control  over  one  portion  of  the  nation  which  it 
cannot  rightfully  exert  over  every  other.  Its  rel- 
ative sovereignly  is  the  same  over  tbe  people  of 
Misaouri  as  orer  the  people  of  every  other  State 
in  the  Confederacy.  An  abridgment  of  the  powers 
retained  by  one  portion  of  the  people  creates,  by 
the  very  exercise  d  such  an  authority,  a  separate 
and  distinct  frame  of  National  Government,  in 
n^rd  to  that  community  whose  political  rights 
are  thus  extinguished.  Iwill  not  detain  the  Com- 
mittee here  by  entering  into  an  argument  rather 
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foreign  to  the  direct  questions  before  us,  drawn 
from,  this  view  of  -the  subject  under  diicussion. 
The  inference  which  I  would  rather  intimate  than 
establish  at  this  time,  will  perhaps  more  clearly 
sngsest  itself  to  the  Committee  hereafter,  when  I 
caiTtheir  attmtion  to  the  right  reserred  to  each  of 
the  States  in  relation  to  its  ^wers  of  determining 
to  whom  the  privilege  of  citizenship,  within  theur 
respective  jarisdictioiis,  shall  exteod,  and  the  rela- 
tive rights  and  condition  of  its  various  clasMs  of 
citizens. 

The  foundation  of  this  article  of  the  Consti^ 
tion  is  laid  deep  in  the  structure  of  the  Govnn- 
ment.  It  is  capable  of  no  construction  which 
does  not  plainly  denote  the  universality  of  its  op* 
eration  and  its  uniform  application  to  individual 
right  throughout  every  portion  of  tbe  nation.  Br 
wbat  tenure  except  tl^is  is  a  citizen  of  New  York 
invested  with  tbe  right  of  inheritance  to  lands  ia 
Ohio  ?  By  wbat  omer  authority  are  the  courtsof 
justice  thrown  open  in  Virginia  or  New  York  to 
the  citlzeos  of  ewesj  othn  State  1  It  is  the  f>pe- 
ration  of  this  clause  which  redueea  us  to  a  perlect 
equality  oS  rights  with  those  around  us,  whereso* 
ever  we  may  transfer  ourselves  in  way  part  of 
the  R^blic.  Tbe  right  of  aoquiring  lands  bf 
purchase  in  other  States— of  devising  them  to  our. 
children — of  enforcing  private  contracts,  and  an 
almost  infinite  variety  of  civil  privileg|es,  are  all 
sustained  on  this  obvious  construction  ot  the  clause 
in  question.  To  have  omitted  it,  would,  in  a 
Government  like  ours,  have  destroyed  tbe  whole 
harmony  of  the  system,  and  produced  tbe  most 
jarring  and  discordant  confliction  pf  privileges. 
Without  it,  the  citizens  bf  each  State,  except  in 
relation  to  the  powers  specifically  delegated  to  the 
Union,  would  have  been  altogether  aliens  and 
strangers  to  each  other;  without  any  other  mu- 
tuality of  wivilwes  than  those  derivect  from  their 
common  rimitea  National  Confederacy.  Instead 
of  inheriting  the  estates  of  their  ancestors  in  other 
States,  the  law  of  eRCheats  would  have  traosferred 
them  to  foreign  sovereignty.  The  enforeosentof 
private  right,  if  not  the  security  of  personal  liberty, 
would  have  deeded  on  the  will  or  caprice  of 
every  State  Le^alature.  Regulations  of  ttie  most 
unjust  nature  might  have  created  and  maintained 
the  most  odious  and  oppressive  distinctions.  The 
whole  tendency  of  tbe  system  would  have  been  to 
estrange  us  from  each  other,  and  probably  in  the 
course  of  time  we  should  have  found  in  the  want 
of  this  equality  of  privileges  perhaps  the  very  source 
of  disunion  itself.  If,  sir,  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  seemed 
to  admit,  cases  might  happen  in  which  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  Gongicss  to  meet  the  admission  <^ 
a  State  into  the  Union  for  the  repugnancy  of  its 
constttutioD  to  that  of  the  General  Government, 
can  we  scarcely  imagine  a  case  more  deeply  affect- 
ing the  validity  of  our  system,  and  more  calculated 
to  lead  to  tbe  most  dangerous  encroachments  on 
private  rights  and  personal  liberty  than  an  im^ 
pugpment  of  this  clause  of  our  Constitution. 

The  power  of  determining  to  whom  the  privi- 
lege of  citizenship  shall  extend  io  the  rei>pect)ve 
Suues  lias  been  rested,  or  ratlm  was  uft  na- 
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toncb«d  in  the  hands  of  the  State  La^ialatures, 
irith  ihe  single  exception  of  the  right  oiCoDgress 
to  regulate  the  naturalization  of  foreigners  or 
aliens.  The  power  thus  vested  in  Corfgress  ap- 
pears to  be  necessarily  exelnsive,  and  was  prora- 
.  my  intended  to  be  so.  With  this  diminution  only 
\  of  the  soTereigDty  of  the  States  in  this  respect, 
\  iht  original  power  inherent  in  every  Goremment 
of  determining  tht  extent  of  the  right  of  citizen- 
« ship  remains  unimpaired  in  the  States.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that,  while  under  the  old  Con- 
federation, this  power  in  the  States  extended  to 
the  naturalization  of  atienti,  its  exercise  in  some  of 
them  bad  produced  serious  complaints  from  the 
other  members  of  the  Confederacy.  The  ado^ 
tion  of  aliens  into  our  politiciU  families  as  citi- 
zens by  the  laws  one  State,  gave  to  that  class 
of  persons,  by  one  of  the  articles  of  the  Confeder- 
BtioD,  privii^es  of  trade,  and  commerce,  and  im- 
munities of  citizenship,  in  the  rest  deemed  by 
many  tp  hare  been  productive  of  serioRs  tnconve- 
nieoees  to  -their  own  citizens,  and  unreasonable 
interference  with  their  separate  interests.  The 
power  of  extending  the  benefit  of  naturalization 
to  aliens,  wa»,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the 
other  features  of  our  Government,  woich  were 
truly  national  in  regard  to  its  external  relations, 
delegated  to  the  General  Government.  With  this 
exception  ooly^  the  people  of  each  State  still  re- 
tain and  exercise  the  power  of  coofening  upon  all 
the  various  classes  of  persons  within  their  respec- 
tive State  jorisdictions,  such  rights  and  privileges 
as  to  themselves  shall  appear  most  conducive  to 
their  iotnestj  and  most  consonant  to  their  own 
Tiews  of  jostte^  equality,  and  good  government. 
WfaaCever  inconveniences  may  m  supposed  to  re- 
sult fhjnt  the  incidental  operation  of  this  power, 
in  relation  to  the  other  States,  must  be  attributed 
therefore  to  that  principle  of  oar  Union,  without 
which  our  National  Government  woold  retain  as 
little  perhaps  of  permanency  as  utility. 

The  description  of  persons  disfranchised  by  the 
proposed  constitution  of  Missouri,  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  rank  of  freemen  in  other  States, and 
^    recognised  as  citizens.   In  the  State  of  New  York, 
for  instance^  they  have  in  many  cases  more  decisive 
eharacterbtics  of  citizens,  and  enjoy  greato-  privi- 
ties than  a  large  class  of  the  free  white  popula- 
'  tion,  to  whom  none  would  deny  the  character  of 
citizenship.   Possessed  of  Uie  qualifications  for 
suffrage  required  by  her  State  constitution,  they 
exercise  the  electoral  right  of  voting  for  the  Exec- 
tive  and  Senatorial  departments,  while  a  great 
portion  of  the  free  white  population,  not  invested 
with  the  same  qualifications,  enjoy  only  the  subw- 
dinate  privilege  of  electing  delegates  to  the  House 
of  Assemt^,  or  are  deprived  altogether  of  the 
right  of  suOTage.   As  freemen  of  that  Slate  they 
are  represented,  even  here,  by  the  exercise  of  thetr 
electoral  franchise,  in  virtue  of  ^eir  character  as 
a  portion  of  "the  people  of  the  several  States," 
baring  the  "qualifications  for  electors  of  the  most 
nomerous  branch  of  the  State  L<^i;ilatnrei:."  It 
woSld  be  do  difficult  task,  by  referring  to  the  con- 
stitutions and  laws  of  many  other  States,  to  point 
out  the  same  lecognitton  of  this  class  of  persons 
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as  free  citizens ;  hat  a  more  decisive  evidence  of 
the  soundnras  of  this  conclusion,  is  to  be  derived 
from  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  National 
Government  itself.  The  laws  of  theji^nited  States 
for  the  protection  of  American  set^en  from  im- 
jiressment  have  been  construed  (and  without  ques- 
tion of  the  correctness  of  such  an  interpretation) 
to  extend  to  this  class  of  persons.  As  "citizens 
of  the  United  Slates,"  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  act,  they  have  uniformly  received  certificates 
of  protection  for  their  security  against  the  viola- 
tion of  their  rights.  The  impressment  of  persons 
of  this  very  description,  among  others,  contributed 
to  our  loud  and  just  complaints  against  the  vio- 
lence of  a  foreign  Power.  In  the  official  returns 
(rf  impressed  American  citizens  heretofore  for- 
mally commnnicated  Co  this  House  will  be  found 
many  of  this  class.  It  was  then Jnstly  considered 
that  the  oppression  of  seamen  of  this  description, 
by  the  agents  of  a  foreign  Government  involved 
the  violation  of  our  national  sovereignty. 

To  establiitb  a  doctrine  in  relati(»(i  to  this  class 
of  persons  who  have  been  thus  reconiised  by  dif- 
ferent States  as  free  citizens,  which  should  de- 
prive them  of  the  benefit  of  this  ctanse  of  our 
national  Constitution,  would,  in  many  cases 
deeply  affecting  their  personal  ri^hts^  be  produc- 
tive of  peculiar  hardship  and  iniustice.  Let  us 
suppose  that  one  of  this  class,  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, dying  intestate,  should  leave  the  inheritance 
of  his  lands  to  his  children,  also  free,  but  residing 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  there  invested  with  the  rights 
of  citizens.  Woat  power  amonff  us  could  right- 
fully be  exerted  consistently  with  the  privileges 
secured  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  deprive  them  of  the  enjoyment  of  soeh  an  in- 
heritance 1  What  principle  of  sovereignty  re^ 
served  by  oor  compact  to  the  State  of  Missouri 
could  thus  limit  the  operation  of  the  8U)|>reme  right 
of  Pennsylvania  to  confer  upon  the  citizens  which 
she  had  adopted  or  recognised  these  privileges  t 

But  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by  the  Ii^is- 
latuxe  of  Missouri  would  uot  only  thus  defeat  one 
of  the  greatest  blessings  of  the  Union,  but  might 
operate  as  a  control  on  the  power  of  the  General 
Government  itself.  Let  us  consider  the  effect  of 
a  measure  of  this  sort,  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  in  its  o^peration  on  a  personal  right  derived 
from  the  United  States.  1  know  of  no  impedi- 
ment to  persons  of  this  description  becoming  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands,  and  deriving  titfe  to 
them  from  others.  In  the  case,  too,  of  the  distri- 
bution of  the  military  bounty  lands,  patents  may 
issne  to  persons  of  ibis  class.  Inseparably  an- 
nexed to  soch  a  grant  is  the  right  of  occupation ; 
and  can  we  successfully  maintain  a  doctrine  which 
might  in  this  way  indirectly  render  the  State  laws 
of  Missouri,  if  not  paramount  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  at  least  effectual  to  defeat  the  rights  cre- 
ated under  them  7  From  every  View  of  this  sub- 
ject, the  conclusion  in  my  mind  is  inevitable,  that 
the  State  of  Missouri  must  yield  up  ibis  assump- 
tion of  power  to  the  supreme  control  of  the  na- 
tional Constitution.  The  citizens  of  the  other 
States  must  enjoy  within  her  jurisdiction  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  citizens,  tfSh 
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ject  to  no  restraiats  or  cotiiJitioDa  not  equaUy  im- 
pend OD  the  citizens  of  Missouri  herself.  If  the 
arbitrary  (I  mean  not,  despotic}  distinction  created 
in  her  Constituiion  can  be  maintained,  she  might 
with  equal  right  extend  it  much  further,  and  deny 
to  all  citizens  of  other  States  who  had  not,  for  in- 
stance, reached  the  age  of  forty  years,  oi  who 
shall  be.  born  after  her  admission  into  the  (Jnion, 
the  risht  of  emigration  to  the  State. 

IsM  issouri,  then,  already  an  independent  State, 
and  the  resolution  now  ptoposed  merely  declara- 
tory of  tbat  fact  1  The  honorable  genUeman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  LowNnEa,)  if  I  understood 
Mm  rightly,  considered  that  when  the  people  of 
MissourL  in  their  convention,  called  by.  Virtue  of 
the  foartn  sectioD  of  the  act  of  the  last  sessioD,  had 
answered  ibe  question  that  it  was'  expedient  to 
form  a  constitution  of  State  gorerament,  their 
right  of  self-government  as  a  State  commenced. 
It  was  evident  that  this  right  must  have  been  de- 
rived, if  at  all,  from  this  section,  and  by  authority 
conferred  by  the  Coagress,  who  were  mvested  by 
the  Conslitution  with  the  sovereignty  over  her. 
She  could  acquire  no  right  to  proceed  to  call  a 
eonveatioQ^ — to  propound  the  ciuestion,  or  to  form 
any  constitution  whatever,  without  our  previous 
consent  that  she  should  exercise  such  powers. 
To  determine,  then,  whether,  b^  virtue  of  the 
authority  given  by  the  act,  and  in  conformity  to 
its  provisions,  (under  which  ahe  has  professed  to 
act,)  the  power  thus  conferred'  lias  been  executed 
on'  her  part,  it  is  first  necessary  to  fix  the  fair  and 
reasoaaote  interpretation  of  the  act  itself.  To 
establish  this,  it  wiU  not  be  necessary  to  travel 
out  of  the  very  section  under  which  is*  supposed 
that  thii!  right  uf  self-government,  as  an  indepen- 
dent State,  has  been  created.  The  members  of 
the  convention  were  by  this  section  of  the  act 
directed  at  their  meeting  first  to  determine,  "  whe- 
'  tber  it  be  or  be  not  expedient  at  that  time  to  form 

*  a  constitution  aod  State  ^orerament  for  the  peo- 
'  pte  within  the  said  Territory,  &c.,  and,  if  it  be 

*  deemed  expedieiit,  the  convention  shall  be,  and 
'  ate,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
'  govemmeiit,''  dec.  "Prov^d^  That  the  same, 
'  whenever  formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  not 

*  repugnant  to  the  Coostitutioa  of  the  United 

*  States."  If  the  authority  contained  in  this  sec- 
tion conferred  ou  the  people  of  Missouri  an  un- 
qualified power  to  form  their  constitution  m  such 
manner  and  with  such  provisions  as  they  might 
in  their  own  discretion  choose  to'  adopt,  the  au- 
thority has  perhaps  been  executed,  and  they  might 
be  entitled  to.  the  benefit  of  the  grant  contained 
in  the  act.  But,  to  my  mind,  no  such  authority 
was  ever  granted  by  Congress.  The  proviso 
wliich  is  auQexcd  is,  in  the  most  liberal  sense, 
strictly  a  condition,  qualifying,  throughout,  the 
whole  power  granted  in  the  section,  and,  with- 
out conformity  to  its  spirit,  no  exercise  of  the 
power  contemplated  by  the  act  could  be  valid  or 
effectual,  for  any  purpose,  against  the  sovereignty 
of  the  United  States.  If  Missouri  seeks,  there- 
fore, to  establish  her  independence  as  a  State  hv 
TirtuiQ  of  the  power  thus  conferred,  she  has  acqui- 
red' the  right  in  notation  of  the  rery  authority 
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under  which  she  claims.  The  conformity  of  her 
constitution  to  that  of  the  United  States  was  obli- 
gatory OQ  the  convention.  No  power  has  be^ 
granted  to  form  any  constitution  of  civil  govern- 
ment whatever  which  should  not  stricdy  a,ccord 
to  the  National  Constitution.  Much  less  can  the 
erection  of  a  frame  of  government  violating  it,  iu 
one  of  its  most  essential  provisions,  be  deemed  to 
have  been  an  executbn  of  the  auUiority  granted 
in  this  section.  The  whole  of  this  section  must 
be  construed  together,  aod  the  qualification  t^on- 
tained  in  the  provuo  extends  its  operation  as  weU 
to  the  power  of  propounding  the  general  questioa 
to  the  convention  as  to  the  actual  formatioa  of  the 
propped  constitution.  The  question  to  he  put  to 
the  convention  was,  substantially.  Is  it  now  expe- 
dient to  form  a  constitution  of  State  gOTemment| 
in  conformitv  to  the  authority  confeired  6y  Con- 
gress ?,  As  this  constitution  is  therefore  repugnant 
to  that  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to.the  very  power 
under  which  it  has  professedly  been  made,  the 
authority  contained  in  the  act  of  the  last  sessioii 
cannot  be  deemed  to  have  been  executed  at  all'. 
Between  Missouri  aod  the  Congress,  she  stands 
oh  the  same  ground  as  if  the  convention  had 
never  met.  The  coarse  of  argument  which  bt^ 
been  urged  aig;ainst  this  .concTusioa  would  hare 
equally  maintained  a  woposition  that  Missouri 
was  an  independent  State,  had  the  conventipn, 
after  determining  that  it  was  expedient  to  form  a 
constitution,  proceeded  even  to  the  creation  of  a 
monarchy.  The  dispensation  of  Uie  condition 
that  her  government  should  be  r^blican  might 
as  well,  and  by  the  same  course  of  reasoning,  been 
granted,  as  that  of  cooformity  to  our  National 
Constitution.  Indeed,  sir,  it  may  well  be  consid- 
ered that,  bad  neither  .of  these  conditions  been 
expressed  in  the  act,  Missouri  would  still  have 
been  bound  to  have  conformed  to  them  both. 

The  CoDgress  thcmselvess  possess  no  power  Uf 
authorize  the  people  of  the  Territories  to  form 
constitutiotis,  preparatory  to  their  admission  into 
the  Union,  which  shall  not  conform  to  that  of  ^ 
United  States.  Sach  a  power  as  tibia  would  de- 
feat the  vay  end  of  the  Goremment,  inasmuch  as 
it  would  necessarily  be  a  subversion  of  the  Con- 
stitution itself.  Conditions  of  this  sort  are  deemed 
to  be  tacitly,  and  of  political  necessity,  annexed 
to  every  authority  of  this  land  grantal  by  Con- 
gress. There  is,  in  the  case  of  Slisiiouri,  another 
condition,  also,  contained  in  the  same  proviso:  that 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  "  shall  never  inter- 
fere with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the 
United  States."  Could  it  be  reasonably  or  sue 
cessfullr  maintained  that  a  constitution  containing 
a  palpable  violation  of  this  reservation,  would 
have  been  a  compliance  with  the  authority  .grant- 
ed by  this  act  ?  nor  is  this  all — there  ia  one  fur- 
ther condition:  that  the  Legislature  shall  never 
interfere  with  "  any  regulations  which  Congresi 
may  find  necessary  for  securing  the  title  in  such 
soil  to  the  bonajide  purchasers."  The  precise  im- 
port of  the  regulations  here  intended  may  not  be 
very  clearly  understood ;  but  the  title  to  the  puUio 
lands  could  hardly  be  deemed  to  be  secured  by 
Congress  in  mf  wa]r,  so  long  as  it  was  considerea 
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competent  in  the  L^islatnre  of  Miasoori  to  denjr 
right  of  occupation  and  nijojrment  of  them  to 
any  class  of  purehasem.  Hu  the  coDTentjon 
have  failed  to  faave  provided,  "by  an  ordinaoce. 
nreTocable  withoat  the  coDseot  of  the  Unitea 
States,"  for  the  security  of  the  terms  stated  in  the 
proTiK)  to  the  6th  section  of  the  act,  could  she  bare 
claimed  the  benefit  of  the  donations  granted  in 
the  propositions  offered  to  her  in  the  same  section  ? 
Certainly  not ;  and  for  the  reason  that  this  proriso 
operates  also  as  a  condition,  the  performance  of 
which  is  indispensable  to  the  perfection  of  those 
ffrants.  There  is  yet  another  condition  secured, 
by  way  of  proviso,  in  the  second  section  of  the 
dct:  tbat  "the. said  State  shall  hare  concurrent 
jurisdiction  in  tke  river  Misisissippi,  so  far  as  the 
ttid  river  shall  fwm".  its  common  boandftty  with 
other  States,  and  that  it  shall  be  "  forever  free,  as 
^elt  to  tbe  inhaldtaiits  of  the  said  StatCj  as  to 
other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without  any 
hx.  duty,  impost,  or  toll  therefor,  miposed  by  the 
said  State."  Had  the .  convention,  disregarding 
tbis  reserratioh  to  the  citizens  of  the  UniteaStates, 
expressly  authorized  the  Legislature  to  impose  a 
transit  duty  on  the  navigation  of  the  river,  would 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  re- 
cognise in  such  an  infringement  of  their  rights  a 
coinpliance  with  the  authority  granted  by  this 
act  i  Would  Missouri  be  recognised  as  an  iode' 
pendrat  State,  had  she  set  at  naught  all  these  con- 
ditions, thus  annexed  to  the  power  under  which 
her  convention  acted  ?  If  the  failure  to  conform 
to  these  conditions,  which  originate  chiefly  from 
expediency,  would  have  deprived  her,  as  a  State 
government,  of  the  privil^es  deneodiDg  on  their 
performance,  much  less  can  she  claim  the  right  of 
self-govemraent  having  failed  to  comply^  with 
Aat  higher  and  more  udi»peDSable  conaition — a 
strict  conformity  to  the  Constitation  of  the  United 
States. 

But,  sir,  independent' of  any  ot»jections  to  the 
pecssage  of  this  resolution,  arising  out  of  the  act  of 
the  hut  session,  I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  my  own 
sense  of  doty  to  give  to  it  my  sanction,  so  long  as 
my  opinion  is  that  this  clause  of  her  constitution 
is'  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  lidder  which  I 
h^re  act.  Had  Missouri  established  an  hereditary 
Senate,  or  framed  a  government  composed  of 
Kingj  Lords,  and  Commons,  acting  on  the  same 
principle,  I  would  deem  it  no  more  an  impugn- 
ibenr,  except  in  a  higher  d^re^  of  our  Constitu- 
fion,  than  in  the  case  now  before  us.  Missouri 
cannot  become  a  parfr  to  our  national  compact, 
eitcept  on  the  terms  oi  the  compact  itself.  Any 
<Hher  union  between  us,  as'  States,  would  create  a 

Sotitieal  sf^ecirai  in  the  Confederacy.  It  may,  in- 
eed,  be  true,  that  clauses' may  be  found  ili  some 
df  the  constitittioDs  of  the  old  States,  equally  re- 
pugnant to  the  national  Constitution.  I  have  not 
b^en  able  to  examine  them  thoroughly,  but^  as 
most  of  these  constitutions  Were  framed  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution  of  the 
Union  in  such  States,  all  clauses  of  this  sort  have 
been  rirtoally  abrogated  by  the  people  by  the 
adoption  of  our  present  systeni  in  the  subsequent 
eonrantioiu  eiUed  for  its  ntiAcMion.  Had  (me 
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of  the  original  States,  however,  on  acceding  to  the 
Union,  ratified  the  Constitution,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  any  particular  article  or  clause,  it  would 
bardly  have  been  contended  that  she  should  have 
been  received  into  the  Confederacy.  For  my  own 
part,  I  cannot  distinguish  between  this  case  and 
that  of  Missouri.  In  the  one  the  State  would  prob- 
ably have  been  excluded  from  the  Union  for  with- 
holding its  assent  to  the  powers  granted  to  the 
National  Qovemment;  in  the  other,  the  impugn- 
ment of  the  rights  secured  by  the  Constitution  in 
effect  abrogates  one  of  its  articles,  and  equally 
forms  an  exception  in  her  assent  to  the  same  pow- 
ers. Tbe  insertion  of  this  condition  into  the  act 
of  the  last  sesbion,  is  virtually  an  actnowledg- 
ment,  on  the  part  of  the  Congress^  of  the  neces- 
sity of  universally  nuttntaioing  a  strict  conformity 
to  the  Constitution  in  the  formation  of  new  StaUs; 

To  preMrve  in  its  original  harmony  the  distri- 
batioa  of  powers,  under  our  complex  system,  it  is 
not  of  less  importance  to  maintain  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government,  ahd  the  privilege  se- 
cured under  it,  than  to  resist  its  encroflChmenbOA 
the  sovereignty  of  the  States.  The  perpetuity  of 
the  whole  system  deprads,  in  the  chiefest-  decree, 
ou  the  most  watchful  vigilance  in  the  National 
Le^^tature  on  every  Constitutional  point.  If  thifl 
clause  in  the  coustituiion  of  Missouri  was  clearly 
susceptible  of  an  interpretation  so  limited  in  its 
application  as  not  to  be  mistaken,  I  would  cheer- 
fully submit  it  to  her  own  Legislature;  but,  to  my 
mind,  its  terms  are  too  comprehensive  to  eoaUe 
me  to  arrive  at  such  a  conclusion.  I  have  wished, 
indeed,  tbat  it  were  so,  for  the  sake  of  allaying,  in 
somfr  measure^  the  czciiement  whwh  has  coovubed 
the  nation.  This  unhappy  subject  seems  destined, 
however^still  to  distract  the  national  councils,  ania 
scatter  ducontent  throughout  the  Union.  Wher- 
ever it  is  met,  at  every  step  we  seem  to  tread  npm 
thorns. 

Deeply  as  I  regret  the  necessity  which  conqtels 
me  to  vote  against  this  resolution,  I  do  not  appro* 
bend  the  consequences  which  many  imagine  may 
be  the  result  of  our  proceedings.  Be  they,  how- 
ever, what  they  may,  I  cannot,  on  a  question 
affecting  the  Constitution,  take  them  into  my 
consideration.  Although  Missouri  must,  by  the 
determination  of  Congress,  remain  a  Territory 
still,  the  necessity  of  that  coercion  to  any  pbrtioa 
of  the  cowitry,  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  wlio 
has  preceded  me  in  this  discussion,  I  hope  is  yet 
very  far  dittant.  Whenever  the  period  arrives 
that  shall  render  it  necessanr  to  unite  the  States 
by  the  arm  of  force,  the  Confederacy  dissolves 
with  the  moral  principle  which  is  the  foundation 
of  our  Union.  It  is  this  which  pre-eminently  dis- 
tinguishes us  from  the  Qoveroments  of  the  Old 
World.  While  in  other  countries  Crovernment  is 
chiefly  felt  in  the  oppression  of  its  citizens,  and 
only  maintained  by  the  exertion  of  power  in  its 
most  odious  aspect,  it  is  here  known  only  by  the 
blessings  which  it  silently  dispenses,  and  sustained 
the  moral  sentiment  of  the  people.  Coercion 
may  be  the  foundation  of  good  government  in  a 
penitentiary  or  a  mad-bouse,  but,  in  out  Republic, 
where  military  fbrceb^;ins  there  union  ends.  But 
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lir,  there  is  a  fund  of  good  kdm  remaiiuD^  among ! 
as,  and  a  warm  attachmeDt  to  our  iostitattons  per- , 
Tadiog  the  hearts  of  our  couDtrvmeOi  wb)ch,iviiea  \ 
called  iDto  action,  will  yet  heal  the  wounded  spirits 
of  all-   The  ioestimable  Uessiags  of  our  Udiod 
are  too  deeply  felt  and  valued  lo  be  ligbity  or 
nsfaly  thrown  away.   The  South  and  the  North, 
odioui  as  these  appellatioos  are.  hare  found  it 
hitherto  the  safely  of  all  our  rights,  and  will  yet 
confidently  eheiun  it  as  the  sanctuary  of  all  our 
liberties. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BxBBODB,  of  Virginia,  took  the  floor. 
He  had  not  expected,  he  said,  to  have  engaged  in 
the  discussion  to-day,  and  should  Decessarify,  there- 
fore, speak  without  preparation  ;  but  be  promised 
the  Committee,  that,  in  the  few  remarks  which  he 
should  submit,  he  should  obBcrve  every  possible 
degree  of  brevity. 

The  subject  now  under  conuderation,  he  said, 
was  one  which  bad  become  painful  to  the  nation, 
and,  he  feared,  painful  to  the  House.  But  it  was 
one  to  be  decided,  and  it  was  his  most  earnest  wish 
that  the  decision  should  be  such  as  to  avert  any 

Kssible  evil  foreseen  by  any  of  the  gentlemen  who 
d  discussed  the  subject. 

The  member  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Storks,) 
and  the  member  from  PeonsyWania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
OBAHT,)  while  they  had  denied  to  Missouri  the 
condition  of  a  State,  would  not  undertake  to  say 
to  the  Committee  what  would  be  the  condition  of 
the  peorie  of  Missouri  should  this  resolution  not 
pass.  That  qoestion,  they  said,  was  not  now 
More  the  Committee ;  when,  however,  it  should 
be  presented  at  some  after  time,  and  in  some  other 
shape,  they  woold  endeavor  to  decide  it  as  under 
Che  circumstance  should  then  appear  to  be  right. 
Bnt,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  is  a  question  which  must,  at 
this  moment,  enter  into  the  consideration  of  every 
member  of  this  Committee,  what  ia  the  condition 
of  Missouri?  It  is  a  question,  the  decision  and 
consequences  of  which  are  much  and  intimately 
connected  with  the  immediate  question  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee. 

Is  Missouri  a  State,  or  is  she  a  Territory  t  If 
she  be  a  State,  she  is  a  vorereign  and  independent 
State,  unconnected  with  the  Confederacy,  or  a 
State  deriving  the  rights,  and  subject  to  the  obli- 
gations, which  the  Federai  compact  devolves  upon 
every  State  in  the  Union?  These  are  questions 
which  must  be  decided  in  some  shape,  because 
they  must  be  practicaUy  acted  upon.  Missouri  is 
a  Cramnment ;  she  has  an  Executive,  a  Legisla- 
ture, a  Judicial—A  portion  of  which  at  leastliave 
been  in  action.  Are  we,  said  Mr.  B.,  prepared  to 
recall  them?  Are  we  prepsred  to  say  to  Missouri, 
your  Legialatare  has  no  legislative  powers,  your 
Oovemor  no  executire  powers  7  Are  we  prepared 
to  say  to  her,  you  shall  revert  to  your  territorial 
condition,  under  which  we  are  authorized  to  legis- 
late for  you  ?  Is  there  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee who  will  rise  in  his  place  and  take  that 
ground  t  He  presumed  not ;  and,  if  not,  he  asked, 
what  is  her  conditioo?  It  is  this:  the  people 
of  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
were  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
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!  government,  and,  having  formed  such  State  gov- 
^  ernment,  were  to  be  received  into  the  Union  of 
i  these  States  tnt  an  equal  footing  •with  every  other 
State.  What  is  it  that  makes  a  State  ?  Is  it  not 
the  formation  of  a  constttuUoB — the  creation  of 
departments  of  governmenu-the  delineation 
the  manner  in  which  the  power  of  the  people  shall 
be  exercised  by  their  Representatives,  and  the  dis- 
tribation  of  that  power  among  the  agents  of  the 
people  ?  Has  this  been  done  in  Missouri  ?  It  has. 
The  member  from  New  York  bad  acknowledged, 
that  if  Missouri  be  a  State,  she  is  a  State  in  this 
Union.  Mr.  B.  said  he  imagined  the  gentleman 
was  driven  to  this  conclusion :  for,  if  Missouri  be 
a  State,  and  not  one  of  the  United  States,  in  what 
I  relation  does  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
stand  to  her  ?  In  what  character  does  it  stand  as 
to  the  public  lands,  the  navigation  of  her  river% 
the  revenue,  and  the  various  other  relations  of  the 
United  Slates  to  that  Tenitory  ?  Will  it  he  con- 
tended, said  he,  that  we  can  impose  Federal  oUi- 
gations  unless  she  has  Federal  rights  1  No,  said 
Mr.  B.,  unless  she  be  a  Slate  of  the  Union,  we 
have  no  control,  no  power  over  her.  It  might 
even  be  questioned,  if  she  was  denied  to  bea  State 
of  the  Union,  what  is  the  extent  of  the  claim  which 
we  have  to  lands  within  the  territorial  extent  of 
that  State.  These,  Mr.  B.  said,  were  questions 
which,  in  the  view  that  he  should  take  of^the  sub- 
ject, he  would  not  discuss  further,  than  to  say, 
that,  by  the  provisions  of  ihe  actof  the  lant  session, 
the  people  of  Missouri  were  authorized  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government.  They  have 
dona  so.  When  they  hwl  done  so,  by  the  force  of 
that  law  they  were  to  be  a  State.  That  period 
has  passed ;  and  they  are  a  State  of  rig|[ht,  and 
eoiitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  that  condition. 

What,  Mr.  B.,  is  the  proviuon  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  has  been  referred  to  as  being  vio- 
lated ?  It  is,  that  "  the  citizens  of  each  Sute 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immnnitia 
of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  .  And  this  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  was  said  to  be  contra- 
dicted by  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  because  a 
clause  in  the  latter  enjoins  on  the  Lwislature  to 
pass  such  laws  for  the  exclusion  from  the  State  of 
people  of  a  certain  descripticHi.  To  maintain  this 
proposition,  the  opponents  of  Missouri  would  have 
to  make  out  that  tbe  persons  thus  proposed  to  be 
excluded  are  citizens  of  the  States.  The  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania  had  yesterday  told  the 
House  that  be  would  not  tmdeitake  to  say  nhat  u. 
citizen  is.  In  that  particular,  Mr.  B.  aaid,  in  hia 
estimation,  the  gentleman  did  not  perform  a  duty 
which  devolved  on  him.  On  whom,  in  this  caa^ 
did  the  burden  of  proof  devolve  ?  We,  said  Mr. 
B.,  offer  the  constitution  of  a  new  State,  formed 
under  the  authority  of  law.  You  oppose  it, 
cause  you  say  it  is  incompatible  with  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  With  what  jH-ovis- 
ioQ  is  it  incompatible?  With  that  which  has 
been  already  stated.  Did  it  not  then  belong  to 
gentlemen  who  oppose  the  admission  of  Missouri 
to  show,  that  those,  people  whom  she  proposes  to 
exclude  are  citizens,  in  the  sense  of  the  CooKtitnr 
tion  of  the  United  Sutes,  before  they  asHiited  that 
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the  eoasdtdtioa  of  Miwoim  was  inveoneilaUe 
with  that  of  the  United  States  t 

Theg«ttteman  from  Penusylrania- wodd  not 
say  a&matiTcljr  what  mato  a  oitftten,  bat  he  said 
that)  to  eonstitate  a  man  a  citizeo,  it  was  Dot  in- 
di^MnnUe  that  h«  shoold  have  a  right  of  voting. 
To  make  any  reasooiiig  conolasive,  Mr.  B.  said, 
we  mut  distmctly  see,  in  the  outset,  what  one  side 
admits,  and  what  the  other  denies.  To  know  this 
was  indbpeasabte  to  a  correct  eonolusion  on  any 
disputed  point.  Let  us  then  inqniie,  said  he,  who 
are  citizens?  For,  in  his  bumble  opiniosj  that 
point,  which  the  monber  from  FennsylvBQia  did 
not  oioose  to  disniss,  lay  at  the  root  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  its  decision  was  anavoidable. 

I  witt  uDderotke,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania  would  not.  I  will  define  what' 
is  meant  by  the  term  citizen — ^wbat  are  the  qaali- 
ties  which  constitute  citizenship.  He  might  mi»- 
take,  he  raid,  in  this  jioHtitm;  but,  aeeording-to 
the  best  lights  he  had,  it  was  correct ;  aod  if  so, 
it  would  seem  to  lead  to  a  cooelaiion  directly  con- 
trary to  that  drawn  bjf  the  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. Tbe  term  citizen,  Mr.  B.  said,  could  not 
with  propriety  be-apptied  to  any  one  unless  tmder- 
tbese  ciMnmstanees:  that  he  sboold-be  possessed 
of  all  «t  least  of  the  civil  ri|^ts,  if  not  of  the  po- 
liticalf  ^f  every  other  person  in  the  community, 
under  like  eircumstanoes,  of  which  he  is  not  de- 
prived for  some  cause  penonal  to  himself. 

If,  said  he,  I  am  correct  in  this  defiaitioni  let  ua 
proceed  to  apply  it  to  the  people  who  are  tbi  sub- 
ject of  this  inquiry,  and  see  now  far  their  coadi- 
tion  iilaces  them  within  the  scope  of  it. 

Thin,  however,  waa  not  the  riewof  the  qfles- 
tion  which  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  presmting. 
In  the  view  which  he  was  abont  to  take,  he  shouM 
promed  upon  the  sai^KMition  that  the  constitntion 
of  MisKiuri  was  properly  before  the  Committee 
for  oonnideration,  and  tlnit  the  trae  inquiry  was, 
does  this  constitution  contain,  or  not,  any  jprovis- 
iob  ineoaapatiUe  widk  the  superior  provmons  of 
the  Fedwal  Coortitution?  It  wonid  be  bis  en- 
deavor to  show  that  it  does  not.  Whatever  opin- 
ion he  might  entertain  of  the  cooititiui  of  the 
Statey  or- of  the  powers  of  this  Hoose  in  rdstion 
to  it,  It  did  not  impinge  on  tbe  view  that  he  should 
preaebt,  which  admitted,  for  the  opponents  of  Mis- 
souri, the  position-  most  favorable' to  them,  that 
the  oonstitQtioB  was  now  pn^mly  submitted  for 
coDsideration,  and  for  the  examination  of  the 
question  whether  it  contains  any  provision-  in  con- 
flict with  the  CoDstiiution  of  the  United  States, 

Before  he  proceeded  to  do  this,  however,  be 
said,  be  would  dismiss  the  objeotions  which  mwht 
be  oflfered  to  the  d^nition  which  he  had  taken 
the  liberty  to  nve.  It  might  be«aid,  for  «iami^, 
that  even  in  Virginia  one  white  man  is  entitled  to 
a  particular  right,  while  another  is  not.  Still,  Mr. 
B.  said,  his  definition  applied,  because  all  under 
lihe  eirenniBiances  bad  like  rights.  Show  me,  in 
Virginia,  said  he,  or  in  any  other  State  with  the 
laws  of  which  1  am  acquainted,  any  white  man 
who  is  deprived  of  the  ri^ts  of  other  white  men 
similarly  circnmslanced.  Every  white  man  of 
ViiKuiu  who  has  -a  fredkold  rotest  Females  do 
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not  vote;  bat  aU  females  do  not  vote.  ^  white 
persons  in  Virginia  may  sue  and  be  sued  :aU  are 
entitled  to  tbe  great  civil  rights  of  personal  liberty 
and  the  free  possession  and  enjoyment  of  personal 
prmwrty.  It  was  no  objection,  therefore,,  to  the 
dennttion  which  Mr.  B.  had  presented,  that,  in  a 
commuoity,  there  were  distinctions,  some  having 
rights  which  others  have  not;  because  they  were 
not  in  like  cifcumstances.  A  young  man  under 
the  age  of  twenty- one  years  cannot  make  a  will ; 
but  tw  mnoBs  under  like  circumstances  are  sub- 
jeet  to  the  fame  disability.  A  man  above  forty- 
nve  years  of  age  is  exempted  from  militia  duty ; 
but  aU  above  the  age  of  forty-five  are  exempt. 
Show  me  an  instance,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  any  State 
in  1his  Union,  where,  among  white  men,  rights 
are  enjoyed  by  some  which  are  forbidden  to  others 
under  tike  circumstances.   It  cannot  be  shown. 

Is  there,  then,  said  be,  pnrsuine  the  pnrpose  of 
his  argument,  a  State  of  this  iTnion  in  which 
colored  men  have  all  tbe  civil  rights  of  any  other 
citizen  in  tbe  eommuuity  to  whteh  they  Miong? 
He  proceeded  to  examine  the  laws  of  the  several 
States  on  this  sntgeet.  In  Virgmia;  a  colored 
man— yes,  even  a  slave,  and  of  that  class  over ' 
whom  it  was  supposed,  by  thoseoiraoquaintedwith 
fact^,  that  so  much  tyranny  was  -exercised — is  se- 
cured against  at  least  one  undue  d^ee  of  personal 
violence.  The  free  man  of  c<^or  rises  higher — to 
the  dignity  of  the  right  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  to 
acquire  pro^ierty,  to  makc^  contracts.  He  was  yet 
under  one  signal  political  disabSity — he  is  not  al- 
lowed the  right  of  suffrage ;  and  under  an  Impor- 
tant civil  disability,  not  miog  allowed  to  give  tes- 
timony in  any  suit  in  which  a  wiiite  man  is  a 
parly.  In  North  Carolina,  persons  of  this  descrijh- 
tion  are  indulged  in  the  higne)>t  political  privilege, 
the  right  of  sufirage,  and  are  yet  deprived  of  tne 
privilege  of  giving  testimony  in  any  case  in  which 
a  white  man  is  a  party~e  privilege  which  can 
only  be  wrested  from  a  white  man  for  some  caoae 
particular  to  himself.  In  Virginia,  further,  in  re- 
gard to  manumitted  slaves,  considering  them  as 
hostile  to  public  peace,  as  the  brand  of  discord  be- 
tween tbe  whites  and  another  class  of  persons,  it 
was-dedared,  by  the  lawj  that  every  manumitted 
slave  should,  within  twelvemonths'  after  the  act 
of  manumission,  leave  the  State, -or  forfeit  the 
rights  he  had  acquired. 

A&.  B.  said  be  would  not,  as  be  migl^go  fur- 
ther into  detail  on  this  point:  it  was  sumcient  to 
say,  in  general,  that  free  people  of  color  are  in  alt 
the  States  deprived  of  many  of  tbe  rights  of  white 
men.  Was  thereany  State  in  the  Union  in  wbich 
they  wo^e  in  tbe  ftrtt  enjoyment  of  civil  rights  7 
Mr:  B;  said  he  took  smne  degree  of  interest  in 
looking  to^e  laws  of  Massachusetta  in  regard  to 
this  description  of  peo]^  who,  it  bad  bem  said, 
enjoyed  in  that  State  an  unqualified  equality  witit 
the  whites.  But  he  fotmd,  on  examination,  it  was 
otherwise.  He  found  a  penalty  was  imposed  by 
law  of  fifty  pounds  on  any  minister  who  marries 
a  white  with  a  colored  person,  and  it  was  declared, 
that  any  sach  marriages  should  be  null  and  void 
in  law'-and  on  what  grounds'!  Not  upon  the 
graund  of  crime  in  the  parties,  carrying  witii'it 
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disability.  Was  it  not  upon  the  ground  of  the  dis- 
qaaliOcation  of  one  of  tne  parties  to  make  that 
particular  contract?  How  disqualified  ?  Because 
of  bis  color,  certainly.  The  party  may  be  of  age — 
in  the  exercise  of  hiasouod  senses;  he  may  be  able 
to  make  contracts  in  relation  to  property ;  but,  in 
T^ard  to  marriage — in  that  particular  in  which, 
above  all  other  thmgs,  we  ought  to  pursue  our  own 
happiness,  in  our  own  way,  ne  may  not  contract, 
bat  under  certain  circumstances,  that  is,  with  a  per- 
son of  color.  Whom  God  has  joined,  let  no  man 
put  asunder — ^but  in  old  Massachusetts  thejr  do  put 
asunder  the  colored  person  who  intermarries  with 
the  white. 

We  find,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  in  the  East  and 
North,  as  welt  as  in  the  Sonth  and  West,  there  are 
certain  distinctions  growing  out  of  color.  They 
are  disiinctionft  founded  in  the  best  good  sense,  in 
the  preservation  of  public  morality  and  of  the  dig- 
nity of  our  nature,  and  in  the  consideration  that 
between  the  whites  and  the  blacks  there  never  can 
be  an  incorporation  which  is  calculated  to  add  to , 
the  happiness  or  elevate  the  dignity  of  either  party. , 
Mr.  B.  asked,  in  further  illustration  of  the  doial 
of  civil  rights,  even  in  the  Eastern  States,  to 
colored  persons,  whether  a  colored  man  had  ever 
been  known  to  sit  on  a  Jury?  He  was  told  not. 
This  attempt  to  maintam  a  principle  in  theory, 
which  was  abandoned  in  practice,  forcibly  re- 
minded bim  of  an  incident  in  Roman  history.  It 
was  known  that  there  was  a  long  and  sefere  con- 
test in  that  republic  between  tne  patricians  and 
the  plebeians,  in  relation  to  a  claim  set  up  by  the 
latter,  of  the  right  of  being  elected  to  the  Consul- 
ship ;  and  yet,  after  this  pretension  was  acquiesced 
in,  a  century  perhaps  elapsed  before  any  plebeian 
was  actually  elected.  Was  there  any  other  State 
in  this  Union,  Mr.  B.  asked,  which  bad  declared 
the  free  man  of  color  to  be  equal  in  his  civil  aod 
pditieal  rights  to  the  white  man  ?  If  so,  he  called 
on  gentlemen  to  produce  it 

There  was  o  time,  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  say,  when 
the  man  of  color  and  the  white  nun  were  not 
equal  in  any  part  of  thiscoantry,  even  in  theory. 
The  population  which  came  to  this  country  from 
almwd  were  Europeans  or  the  descendants  of  Eu- 
ropeans. They  found  the  aborigines  here,  buL  as 
far  as  tbey  came  from  abroad,  they  were  of  Eu- 
ropean birth  or  descent.  This  other  race,  said  Mr. 
B.,  got  among  us  afterwards.  I  deeply  regret 
that  they  did.  When  they  came,  they  wereslaves. 
He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  show  the  words,  in 
any  of  the  State  constitutions,  which  declare  that 
a  man  of  color,  become  or  born  free,  shall  be  ele- 
vated to  the  grade  of  the  whites.  He  would  re- 
fer, he  said,  to  some  clauses  in  cDnstitutioos  on 
which  hu  supposed  gentlemen  would  rely  to  prove 
thiat  but  he  would  show  that  those  clauses  would 
not  bear  them  out. 

Do  yop  find  it,  said  he,in  the  constitution  of  New 
York  or  of  Massachusetts,  tlwt  free  people  of  col- 
or shall  vote  7  No ;  you  will  find  that  every  male 
person  or  male  inhabitant  shall  vote;  and,  under 
this  clause,  it  is  said  that  free  persons  of  color  have 
equal  righix  with  the  whites.  If  upon  that  con- 
straetion,  these  persons  are  considered  as  citi2ens, 
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whoelsearenot?  Aliens  are  male  persons.  Were 
gentlemen  prepared  to  say,  that  an  Englishman  or 
an  Irishman,  having  a  six  months  residence,  and 
beine  a  free  citizen,  should  have  a  right  to  vote  at 
all  elections?  He  would  state  a  case  vet  more 
imjH-essive,  deriving  an  a^ment  from  tnp  condi- 
tion of  certain  uonappjr  remnants  of  the  aborigi- 
nals lingering  out  thnr  wretched  lires  among 
the  inbaoitants  of  these  States;  there  were  some 
of  those  persons  in  Massachusetts  and  some  in 
other  States.  Are  they  not  free  persons  1  Yet. 
do  you  suffer  them  to  Tote,  or  to  sue  and  be  sued? 
Do  you  receive  th«n  as  witnesses  1  Are  they  en- 
titled to  those  civil,  much  lew  those  political  rights, 
which  are  required  to  constitute  them  a  part  ol  the 
bodf  politic  ?  Was  ever  one  of  them  a. juror  or 
a  witness  7  Can  they  elect  or  be  elected  to  any 
office  1  Can  they  hold  property,  except  under  re- 
gulations which  are  prescribed  to  them,  and  pre- 
scribed, too,  by  Iwislatures  in  which  they  are 
not  represented  ?  They  cannot.  What  is  the  div 
tinetion  between  their  case  and  that  of  the  free 
peoi^e  of  color  1  They  equally  come  into  the  de- 
finition of  male  persons  and  male  inhabitantai 
Would  any  gentleman  contend  that  Indians  an 
citizens  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  beoanse  they 
reside  within  nay  tme  of  them?  He  presnmed 
not 

It  seemed  to  him,  Mr.  Babbodr  said,  that,  on 
a  review  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  this  sub- 

t'ect,  it  would  be  found,  that  free  persons  of  color 
lave  been  considered  a  non-descript  class.  In 
some  States,  they  have  some  civil  rights ;  in  others, 
more.  In  some  States  they  have  some  political 
rights;  in  others,  none.  It  never  had  entered,  be 
was  persuaded,  into  the  mind  of  any  member  of 
the  Legislature  of  any  State  that  they  were  citi- 
zens, under  the  definition  which  he  had  laid  down. 
Had  Virginia,  he  asked,  violated  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Slates  when  she  said  that  persons  of 
color  made  free  should  dqiftrt  het  territory?  He 

E resumed  no  gmtleman  would  contend  that  she 
ad.  If  notj  how  could  it  be  said,  that  she  had  a 
ri^ht  to  get  nd  of  persons  of  that  dewription  already 
within  her  limits,  and  yet  that  she  could  not  ex- 
clude a  new  torrent  of  that  population  attempted 
to  be  poured  in  upon  her? 

The  member  uom  New  York  had  put  to  the 
Committee  a  number  of  cases,  all  of  which  Mr. 
B.  said,  if  he  mistook  not,  were  susceptible  of  a 
ready  answer.  It  would  be  found,  indeed,  that 
most  of  them  were  but  different  statements  of  the 
same  proposition,  and  at  last  depend  on  the  appli- 
cation of  a  principle.  Suppose,  said  the  gentle- 
man, one  of  these  persons  residing  in  New  York 
to  acquire  a  right  to  a  patent  to  land  in  Missouri ; 
and  shall  he  be  entitled  to  the  fee  simple,  and  yet 
not  entitled  to  occmacv  of  the  land  7  The  gen- 
tleman would  aee,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  free  negro 
of  Virginia  had  the  same  right  to  acquire  property 
in  Virginia  as  the  free  negro  in  New  York  could 
have  to  acqoire  it  m  Missouri ;  yet,  being  by  law 
excluded  from  the  State,  he  could  not  occupy  it 
The  gentleman's  argument  proved,  therefore,  that, 
gw  the  right  of  purchase,  the  free  people  of 
cok»  had  civil  rights,  but  not  that  they  hare  aU 
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civil  rights.  Could  it  be  argued  because  they  had 
iHieciTU  right,  that  they  therefore  haTeall?  Might 
it  not  as  veil  dc  argued,  because  a  man  has  one 
poliUcal  right,  he  therefore  has  all  political  rights? 
With  respect  to  the  power  of  uatuialization,  the 

Snlleman  from  New  York  had  correctly  stated' 
at  the  States  have  a  right  to  declare  who  shall 
be  citizens  thereof  respectively.  Ay,  said  Mr.  B., 
hare  they  so  ?  Has  not  Missouri,  thea,  the  right 
to  say  who  shall  be  eatitled  to  citizenship  within 
her  limits?  Or  is  she  atone  to  be  kept  ia  a  state 
of  pupilage,  and  are  we  to  say  to  ber  now,  as  gen- 
tlemeu  wished  to  have  said  to  her  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, you  shall  not  have  all  the  rights  enjoyed  by 
the  other  States  of  the  Union  ?  If  Missouri  says 
that  certain  persons  shall  not  be  her  citizens,  has 
any  other  State  a  right  to  say  such  persons  shall 
be  your  citizens,  whether  you  will  or  not  7  Did 
not  the  right,  the  existence  of  which  had  been 
acknowledged  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
involve  a  power  of  makiog  its  exercise  effectual  ? 
It  was  idle  to  say  that  a  Stale  had  a  right  to  de- 
cide this  qnestioo,  and  yet  that  other  persons  bad 
«  right  to  overrule  that  decision,  and  be  its  citi- 
zens whether  it  would  or  not. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  that  the  powers  of  the 
States  had  been  greatly  abridged  by  constructions 
of  the  Constitution.   He  fearM  they  would  he  yet 
more  so.   But  he  boped  it  would  not  be  here  con- 
tended, that  the  rights  of  a  State  shall  be  so  far 
abridged  as  that  it  shall  not  have  power  to  protect 
its  own  safety  and  its  own  morals.   If  a  man  af- 
flicted with  a  pestilent  disease  approached  the  shore 
of  a  State,  there  was  certainly  a  right  to  keep  him 
off.    If  vagabonds  and  fugitives  from  justice  mfest 
»  State,  they  may  certainly  be  expelled  irom  it. 
What  was  the  consequrace  of  such  a  preservative 
power?   We  in  the  Southern  States^  aaid  Mr.  B., 
consider  this  description  of  population  the  most 
dangeroos  to  the  community  that  can  possibly  be 
conceived.  They  are  just  enough  elevated  to  have 
some  sense  of  liberty,  and  yet  not  the  capacity  to 
estimate  or  enjoy  all  its  rights,  if  they  had  them — 
and  being  between  two  societies,  above  one  and 
below  the  other,  they  are  in  the  most  dissatisfied 
atate.   They  are  themselves  perpetual  monuments 
of  discontent,  and  firebrands  to  the  other  class  of 
their  own  color.  And  if  the  time  ever  come  when 
the  flames  of  servile  war  enwrap  this  Union  in  a 
{general  blaze,  perhaps  we  may  have  to  look  to 
them  as  the  wimary  cause  of  such  horrors.  Has 
not  a  State,  then^  a  right  to  ^et  rid  of  them?  They 
are  not  citizens  in  Musonri,  and  Missouri  has  as 
much  right  to  say  they  should  not  be,  as  J^fassa- 
chuaetts  oad  to  say  tliat  a  Mack  own  shall  not, 
within  her  limits,  marry  a  white  Woman.  Has  not 
Missouri  a  right  to  send  off  beyond  her  limits  per- 
sons of  color  when  free?   Virginia  has  done  it, 
and  Mi&souri  must  have  the  same  right  as  Virginia. 
And  here  Mr.  B.  repeated  hi::  question,  had  Mis- 
souri a  power  to  get  rid  of  all  the  free  people  of 
color  now  there,  and  yet  not  the  power  to  prevent 
others  from  going  there? 

He  wished,  he  said,  to  put  to  some  members  of 
tills  House  a  case,  to  see  how  far  they  would  go. 
He  afaould  mppose  the  pmons  of  ci^  in  the  Btast 
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of  Virginia,  of  a  particular  description,  exceeded 
four  hundred  thousand  in  number.  Almough  not 
willing  to  be  dictated  to  by  any  other  GovCTimient 
on  earth,  yet  said  Mr.  B.  there  is,  in  Virginia,  a 
sentiment,  more  or  less  prevailing  among  many  of 
our  people,  that  if  a  scheme  of  general  emancipa- 
tion could  be  devised,  practicable  in  its  character, 
it  would  be  desirable  that  it  should  take  place.  If, 
in  progressof  time,  our  political  society  should  shake 
its  encumbered  lap,  aud  throw  off  this  description  of 
its  property  and  people,  should  we  have  a  right  to 
say  to  them,  go  off,  four  or  five  thousand  of  you, 
into  FeDnsylvania,  and  settle  there?  What  would 
Pennsylvania  say  ?  Would  she  not  say,  tbatfree 
persons  of  color  are,  by  their  present  experience 
an  intolerable  nuisance  to  her  society?  If 
finds  such  inconvenience  from  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  such  persons^  generally  born  free,  and 
accustomed  to  the  partialexercise  of  civil  rightSi 
what  would  she  aay  to  an  irruption  of  such  alioat 
of  men^  who  had  ^ust  been  rdiered  from  the  yt^ 
of  servitade,  and  m  amcwe  lawless  condition  than 
any  othor  that  can  coaceiTed  ?  Yet,  according 
to  the  doctrine  now  contended  for,  she  must  sub- 
mit to  it,  having  no  power  to  refuse  them  admis- 
sion into  her  territory.  I  wish  gentlemen  from 
that  and  other  States  to  recollect,  said  Mr.  B.,  that 
the  time  may  come,  when  they  will  feel  more 
aaxiety  on  this  subject,  than  I  possibly  can  now. 

Indians,  free  negtoes,  mulattoes,  slaves  I  Tell 
me  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  Constitution,  when 
it  speaks  of  We,  the  people,  means  these.  The  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  mcluding  in  the  class  of  citi- 
zens free  people  of  color,  goes  too  far ;  it  appliea 
equally  to  the  Indian  and  to  the  slave. 

Mr.  B.  said  be  felt  no  difficulty,  then,  in  coming 
to  these  conclusionB :  That  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  framed  by  the  States  respect- 
ively, consisting  of  the  European  descendants  of 
white  men :  that  it  had  a  view  to  the  libertv  and 
rights  of  white  men ;  that,  with  re^rd  to  aU  this 
colored  ct^  it  was  a  description  ot  people  whom 
that  Constitution  did  not  mean  to  meddle  with, 
only  in  the  particular  view  in  which  they  are  ex- 
pressly referred  to,  viz.  with  regard  to  representa^ 
tion.  With  reganl  to  the  individuals  of  this  classy 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  had  no  ref- 
erence to  them  or  their  rightSj  real  or  supposed. 
And  why  not?  Because  tne  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution well  knew  that  every  State  in  the  Union, 
in  its  isolated  character,  was  abundantly  compe- 
tent  to  the  protection  of  the^ere  rights  of  persou 
and  of  property,  where  that  right  existed.  We^ 
the  white  peoju^  wanted,  not  merely  to  exist,  but 
we  formed  a  Constitution  to  condense  the  will  of 
our  fdtow-citizens,  and  to  borrow  the  arm  of  a 
mighty  people  for  our  protection  against  foreign 
encroachments.  The  DOor  slave  ana  the  free  man 
of  color  are  sufficiently  protected  by  the  States. 
The  States  can  give  to  the  latter  the  right  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  &g.,  and  can  protect  them  in  every 
thing  absolutely  necessary  to  personal  comfort  and 
the  preservation  of  life  aud  property ;  can  confer 
on  tnem  every  thing  except  the  great  character  of 
equality  in  all  respects  with  the  whites.  Did  w^ 
said  Bir.  B.,  em  uiak  it  naeenary  to  fiuma  cobp 
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f«deracy  for  the  seenrity  of  onr  property^  of  our 
lives,  or  of  the  correct  admmistration  of  citU 
liws?  No;  we  looked  to  Europe;  we  saw  her 
map  cat  up  into  small  squares  and  patches  of  ter- 
ritory— every  nation  hostfle  or  rival  to  its  neigh- 
bor, finding  an  enemy  wherever  it  crossed  a  line. 
We  foresaw  that,  among  oar  States,  too,  if  they 
remained  separate  and  disunited  sovereignties, 
there  would  be  collisions  of  interest,  on  territo-^ 
rial  and  commercial  qnestions,  &c.,  producing  an- 
imosity and  wars;  we  entered  into  the  federative 
compact  to  enable  us  to  avoid  a  border  war  at 
home,  and  to  resist  aggression  from  abroad.  In 
relation  to  these  people  of  color,  nothing  was  in- 
tended by  that  compact,  their  personal  liberty  and 

Erivate  property  being  abundantly  secured  by  the 
iws  of  the  several  States.   This  was  the  sub- 
stance of  Mr.  B.*s  argument  on  this  point. 

With  regard  to  precedents,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  was 
not  much  m  the  habit  of  roerriog  to  th«n ;  he 
-irislied  he  codd  uerer  hew  the  word  in  this 
House.  Bat  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  amodest  re- 
quest, when  arguments  drawn  from  them  were 
continually  used,  to  be  allowed  to  call  one  to  his 
aid.  What,  then,  were  th«  precedents  bearing  on 
tibis  question?  It  is  provided,  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  that  Congress  mav  esublish 
an  uniform  rule  of  Batoralization.  Did  Congress 
ever  pass  a  law  to  naturalize  people  of  color  t  On 
the  contrary,  every  word  of  every  naturalization 
law  speaks  of  whites  only.  If,  said  be,  we  had 
gone  abroad  on  soch  principles  of  knight-«rrantry; 
if  we  had  broken  down  the  barriers  which  separate 
die  races  of  men,  and,  like  the  French  Convention, 
tendered  fraternity  lb  thnn  and  all  the  world,  we 
should  have  had  a  short  and  wild  career  of  it,  dbc. 
Mr.  B.  went  on  to  say,  that  8tatur&  and  other  cor- 
poral qualities,  bad  never  been  made  the  cause  of 
distinctions  in  society ;  but  color  had  constantly, 
for  centuries  past,  been  a  mark  of  discrimination ; 
it  had  been  the  fate  of  one  color  to  be  perpetually 
subordinate  to  the  other. 

Bat  was  this  the  only  illustration  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Constitution?  No;  there  was  another. 
Congress  are  invested  with  the  power  to  provide 
for  organizing,  aiming,  and  disciplining  the  mili- 
tia. Who,  said  Mr.  B.,  are  the  militia?  The 
great  body  of  every  people,  who  are  capable  of 
military  doty,  subject  to  such  relations  as  the 
Legislatnre  may  impose.  Men  mav  be  exempted, 
from  causes  particular  to  themselves.  But  the 
term  militia  indndes  the  great  body  of  a  people 
eontrflniting  to  the  defence  of  their  common  counr 
try.  Why  nave  CongKss,  in  their  laws  in  execu- 
tion of  this  provirion,  intradueed  the  same  words,- 
"  white  men  T*  If  colored  persons  are  entitled  to 
all  the  riehts  which  bdong  to  our  feltow-citizens 
of  a  different  eom{dezion,  how  is  it  that,  whilst 
every  white  man  is  aathorized  to  bear  arms,  that 
description  of  men  is  excluded  t  It  shows  that 
there  is  something  in  color,  more  than  in  other 
circumstances,  which  «parate  the  two  classes. 

Mr.  B.,  in  recapitulating  bis  arguments  on  this 
head,  said  that  he  trusted  He  had  said  enough  to 
show  that  free  people  of  color  were  not  citizens, 
in  the  same  light  as  white  persons  are  citizens,  in , 
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the  respective  States.  He  proceeded  then  to  make 
a  fe#  mcidenta!  remarks  in  regard  tb  other  views 

of  this  subject. 

Suppose,  for  argument's  sake,  what  it  had  been 
the  purpose  of  the  remarks  he  had  already  made, 
to  deny.  Give  to  the  opponents  of  Missouri  the 
aspect  of  this  question  which  is  the  worst  for  its 
friends.  Concede  that  one  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri  is  in  conflict  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  Does  the  nullity  of 
one  clause  destroy  the  whole  instrument  ?  It  was 
painful  to  him  to  appeal  to  professional  principles 
in  this  Hous&  bot  it  was  consistent  with  reason, 
as  well  as  a  plain  and  well  known  maxim  of  law, 
that  a  single  vicious  clause  does  not  vitiate  a 
whole  iostrnment.  Are  we  to  have  here,  said  Mr. 
B.,  in  the  disenssion  of  great  Federal  concerns,  a 
d^ree  of  teclmieality  in  olgections  to  a  constitu- 
tion of  a  State  which  a  court  of  law  wooUl  not 
sustain  in  rward  to  any  written  instrument?  Be- 
cause one  ctause  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  amounts 
to  nothing,  do  the  remaining  hundred  and  forty- 
ntoe  also  come  to  nothing,  and  all  become  bad? 
On  the  contrary,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  always  un- 
derstood Uuit,  nothing  being  taken  from  nothing, 
nothing  remains.  Mr.  B.  iOustrated  his  views  on 
this  point  by  stating  a  juiraUel  case.  Congress 
has  a  clear  power  to  lay  import  duties  j  it  is  just 
as  clear  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  lay 
export  duties.  Suppose  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  should  bring  in  a  bill,  and  it 
were  possible  that  the  bill  should  pass  Congress 
one  clause  of  which  imposed  an  export  duty,  and' 
another  an  import  duty.  Would  that  clause  which 
exceeds  the  powers  of  Congress  make  void  the 
other,  which  is  clearly  withm  them?  Perhaps, 
gentlemen  might  say,  this  was  an  extreme  ease. 
Qranted,  Mr.  B.  said.  He  would  put  another; 
Ther^  were  certain  powers  of  this  Government 
which  had  been  the  bone  of  eontenUon  for  years 

KsL  amongst  which  was  the  power  to  estabusfa  a 
ok.  Suppose,  in  a  law  on  any  other  subject, 
should  be  introduced  a  section  exercising  this 
power,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shonld  think — no,  they  would  not;  he  wished  they 
would  so  think — that  that  part  of  the  law  was  an- 
constitutional^  would  that  make  the  rest  of  the  laVf 
void  ?  No ;  It  would  not.  As  much  liberality  af 
least,  Mr.  B-  said,  ought  to  be  found  in  a  legisla- 
tive body  when  discussing  fundamental  principles 
of  Qovernment,  as  was  to  be  found  in  courts  of 
law. 

The  gendeman  from  New  York  said  tlwt,  con- 
fessedly, a  large  portion  of  die  fVee  people  of  color 
in  the  tlnitea  States  were  not  citizens^  and  had 
asked  for  a  construction  of  the  eonstitatimi  of 
Missouri  which  would  embrace  those  who  are. 
Now  this  again,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  contrary  to  Uie 
rule  of  law ;  for,  if  a  contract  was  made  bjr  two 
individuals,  by  one  constraction  of  which  it  was. 
good,  b^  auother  void,  even  a  court  of  iusdce 
would  give  it  that  construction  which  would  give 
it  validity. 

He  stated  another  case,  by  way  of  illustration. 
No  State  can,  according  to  the  Constitution,  with- 
ODt  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duties  on  im- 
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ports  or  exports.  There  are,  then,  certain  duties 
which  States  may  lay.  Suppose  a  State  Legisla- 
ture, in  laying  taxes  which  it  has  a  right  to  lay, 
should,  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  lay  an  impost 
duty.  Would  a  coDstruction  be  e iven  to  it  which, 
for  that  fault,  would  vitiate  the  whole  act  ?  Surely 
not  Mr.  B.  added  some  other  illustrations,  aU 
tending  to  the  same  end,  that,  admitting  (which 
he  denied)  that  the  clause  objected  to  was  cgn- 
trsrjr  to  toe  Coostitutioik,  it  was  no  Bi|;uineDt 
sgainst  the  remainder,  to  which  no  exception  had 
1>een  pretended  to  be  taken. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  leaviug  the  con- 
tested and  at  the  worst  doubtful  clause  to  be  coo.' 
strued  by  the  judiciary,  need  he  argue,  Mr.  B< 
asked,  that  if  a  State  coostitution  o|»posed  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  just  as  void 
as  the  law  of  a  State  which  comes  in  conOict  with 
the  same  constitution  t  On  that  point,  there  was 
DO  doubt.  It  was  perfectly  immaterial,  whether 
an  unconstitutional  provision  was  found  in  the 
constitution  or  law  of  a  State;  it  was  in  each 
equally  void.  Do  not  gentlemen  see,  then,  that 
titey  fight  about  a  shadow  ?  He  called  on  them 
to  recollect  the  difference  of  constraction  in  re- 
gard to  the  powers  of  the  State  and  Federal  Qot- 
enunents.  The  latter  possesses  no  power  hut  that 
irhieh  is  expressly  giren.  Directly  the  eonrerse 
of  this  is  the  rule  in  relation  to  the  fwmer.  The 
.  Le^ature  of  Missouri,  whether  tlie  clause  ex- 
cepted to  be  in  or  out  of  the  Constitution,  posses- 
ses precisely  the  same  power.  Whenever  they 
came  to  exercise  it,  would  arise  the  question  whe- 
iher  to  l|^islate  as  proposed  would  or  would  not 
he  to  leg^ate  uselessly,  being  contrary  to  the  Con. 
stitution  of  the  United  States. 

Suppose,  Mr.  B.  said,  this  House  were  to  declare 
ithis  constitution  of  Missouri  to  be  consistent  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  yet,  if  a 
free  person  arriving  in  Missouri,  applied  for  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  habeas  corpus,  would  he  not, 
if  the  act  under  which  he  was  seized  appeared  to 
Ik  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
be  delivered  and  set  at  liberty  7  Certainly  he  would; 
and  the  converse  was  true  that,  declanag  the  con- 
stitution of  Missotiri  to  be  compatible  with  the 

f'ederal  Constitution  would  not  make  it  sa  The 
udiciary^  said  Mr.  B.,  will,  if  the  constltption  be 
l^t  as  it  is,  decide  this  question  when  it  comes  up^ 
What  they  say  will  he  operative;  what  we  say 
will  not. 

It  was  a  question  of  extreme  difficulty  to  decid^ 
Vhat  powers  do  and  what  do  not  belong  to  this 
Qovernmeotj  or  to  the  State  governments.  Shall 
we,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  embarrass  ourselves  with 
the  decision  of  questions  thus  difficult,  and  respect- 
ing which  our  decision,  be  it  one  way  or  the 
other,  will  be  wholly  inoperative  1 

Mr.  B.  concluded  the  speech,  of  which  the  pre- 
ceding is  an  outline  merely,  by  saying  that  he  now 
came  back,  and  closed  with  the  proposition,  that 
the  conatitaUon  of  Missouri  is  not  inconsistent 
with  the  Federal  Constitution,  because,  as  respects 
class  of  people  there  referred  to,  they  are  not 
eitizens  in  the  sense  of  the  term  in  wnich  it  is  em- 
ployed in  tiie  Constttntion  of  the  United  States. 
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When  Mr.  Barboqr  concluded,  there  seemed 
not  to  be  a  disposition  in  any  person  to  rise. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  wished  to 
present  his  views  .on  the  subject,  but  was  not  pre- 
pared to  do  sp  this  afternoon.  He  therefore  asked 
that  the  Committee  should  rise,  aod  ask  leave  to 
sit  again. 

The  Comipittee, 'however,  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Abobeb,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  he,  too, 
wished  to  address  the  House  on  this  question,  bat 
was  prevented  from  doing  so  to^ay  by  bodily  in- 
disposition. 

Another  motion  for  the  Coininittee  to  rise  was 
negatived. 

At  length,  however,  after  one  or  two  more  re- 
fusals, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  reso- 
lution to  the  House  J  and,  after  several  ineffectual 
attempts,  a  motion  at  length  prevailed  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 


Satobday,  December  9. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to-da^,  was  one 
by  Mr.  Wbndotbb,  from  the  Mercantile  Soci^ 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  for  an  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty  of  ten  pex  cent,  on  sales  at  auction ; 
also  for  the  establishment  of  an  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy ;  and  for  such  a  modification  of  the 
tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  as  is  demanded  by  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  th^e  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill,  making  a  par- 
tial appropriation  for  tne  military  service  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1631 ;  which  was  read 
tvic&  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  thB 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CocrB,  the  Seertfary  of  War 
was  directed  to  eonununieate  to  this  House  any  in- 
formation he  mar  possess,  tending  to  show  whether 
the  order  given  by  Ci^nel  King,  of  the  fourth  re- 
giment  of  infantry,  to  shoot  deserters  taken  in  the 
fact,  was  approved  by  any  general  officer  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  or  tnown  to,  or  passed 
over  in  silence  by  hino,  as  stated  in  the  defence  of 
said  Colonel  King  before  a  court-martial,  sitting 
in  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  the  year  1819 ;  an<^ 
also,  any  information  he  may  possess,  showing 
that  corporal  punishment  has  been  inflicted  on 
any  soldier,  whereby  he  came  to  his  death;  and, 
if  any,  by  whose  order  it  was  inflicted,  and  wiiat 
measures  have  been  taken  relative  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WBtnuif,  the  Committee 
on  the  PubUe  Lands  were  instracted  to  inqnira 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  times  for  fa- 
suing  land  vrarranta  to  soldins  of  the  Rerolotion, 
and  for  locating  the  same. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Raoiaed,  That  Ibe  Committee  od  the  Public  Lands 
be  instmoted  to  Inquire  into  the  expedient?  of  so- 
thonsing  Benjsmui  StepbenaoQ  to  locate  four  hnn- 
died  and  oiQety-flve  acres  of  laad  in  the  Sute  of  Illi- 
noLi,  a  compenntioD  fiir  that  qoantity  granted  by 
the  8ut«  of  Virgima  to  George  Uite,  in  the  8taU  of 
Kentucky,  which,  upon  zesarvey,  wu  band  to  have 
been  previooslj  patented  to  another  petson,  and  which 
was  transferred  to  the  said  Stephenson  br  tha  said 
Hite. 
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Upon  this  resolatioD  the  Speakbr  observed, 
that  the  more  regular,  and,  he  thooght^  the  only 
correct  practice  was  ua  the  party  asking  relier, 
to  wl  ont  his  claim  in  a  memorial  or  petition,  ad- 
dressed to  the  House. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Cdlfepeb  and 
Cocke,  against  the  practice,  and  Mr.  Cook,  id 
mpport  of  the  resolution,  it  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  estaUisbiog  a  port  of  entry  at  the 
month  of  Pearl  river,  in  the  State  of  Mtsstsrippi. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  letter 
ftom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  latest  return  made  to  the  Treamir  De^nrt- 
ment  of  the  ^eral  state  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposite,  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  6th  instant; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  mtitled  "An  act  to  amend 
ihe  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  ses- 
sion of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
pBMed> 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
(tf  the  resolve  dedarinc  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missoilri  into  the  Uiuon, 

Mr.  A.  Surra,  of  Vuvinia,  having  obtained  the 
floor,  addressed  the  Chair.  He  said  that  the  Con- 
idtiition  of  the  United  States  oontains  a  clause 
that "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  pnvil^^  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States;"  and  the  constitution  formed  for 
the  State  of  Missouri  contains  a  clause  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  pass 
such  laws  as  maylie  necessary  "  to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  commg  to,  and  settlioff 
in,  that  State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever ana 
it  has  become  a  question  whether  the  clause  in  the 
ooQ.^titution  of  Missouri  is  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  He  would  attempt, 
he  said,  to  show  that  there  was  no  such  repugnance. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides 
<hat  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  Immnnittesof  citizens  in  the 
aereral  States.  This  can  only  afiply  to  citizms 
wbo  are,  in  their  own  States,  oititled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens.  Can  it  be 
ahown  Utal  free  negroes  are  such  citizens  in  any 
one  of  the  States  as  are  entitled  to  ail  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens?  A  citizen  is  be 
who  is  entitled  to  .the  freedom  and  privileges  of 
the  body  politic,  and  has  a  share  in  its  govern- 
ment, la  Rome  every  citizen  was  enrolled  in  one 
of  the  thir^-five  trib^  and,  consequently,  had  the 
right  of  suffrage.  When  we  apply  the  term  "citi- 
zens" to  the  inhabitants  of  States,  it  means  those 
irtio  are  members  of  the  political  community. 

The  civil  law  determined  the  condititHi  of  the 
■on  by  that  of  the  &ther.  A  roan  whose  father 
was  not  a  citizen  was  allowed  to  be  a  peipetnat 
ishabitaiitilHit  not  a  oitizen,  unless  eitlzensbip  was 
etafoccd  on  him.  I  eonaider  him  aa  a  citizen  of 
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the  United  States  who  is  entitled  to  every  personal 
right  of  a  civil  and  political  nature  common  to  th« 
^reat  body  of  the  political  community.  The  dis- 
tinguishing characteristic  of  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  the  possession  of  those  capacities 
which  a  foreigner  obtains  by  naturalization.  Those 
are,  1st  a  capacity  to  take  a  freehold ;  2d  to  vote 
at  elections;  3d  to  be  elected,  having  the  requisite 
qualifications  of  age,  residence,  and  property.  He 
who  possesses  these  capacities  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  meaning  of  the  clause  of 
the  Constitution  under  ronnderation ;  and  be  who 
does  not  possess  these  capacities  is  not  The  free 
negro  is  not  entitled  to  those  civil  and  politioal 
rights  in  the  United  States,  or  in  any  State  that 
adopted  the  Constitution.  Let  the  Stateconstitn- 
tioD  be  shown,  which  declares  the  free  negro  to 
be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  citizenship,  or  the 
code  of  State  laws  that  places  him  on  an  equality 
io  all  respects  as  to  privileges  with  the  white 
citizen. 

The  Revolution  found  the  negro  in  America  a 
slave.  Where  are  the  acts  or  constitutions  which 
have  declared  him  a  citizen,  entitled  to  all  the 

grivileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
Itates?  They  have  no  existence.  He  is  every- 
where inferior  to  the  white  man,  as  well  by  the 
laws  of  the  States  as  of  the  United  States.  la  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  always  foremost  in  the 
work  of  liberty,  the  free  n^ro  is  under  considetm- 
ble  disabilities — one  of  which  is,  that  he  is  not  en- 
rolled in  the  militia.  If  he  comes  into  that  State 
from  another,  he  must  show  a  certificate  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  his  freedom,  or  he  will  bf 
seized  and  deported.  In  Delaware  free  negroes 
convicted  of  larceny  may  be  sold.  If  one  of  them 
comes  into  that  State  from  another,  he  forfeits  ten 
dollars  per  week  for  the  time  of  his  stay,  and  if  he 
does  not  pay  the  penalty  he  is  sold.  In  Virginia 
the  free  ne^  has  no  political,  and  very  few  civil 
rights.  He  is  forbidden  to  come  into  that  State; 
and  if  he  does  come,  he  is  seized  and  removed.  In 
Ohio  he  is  not  permitted  to  vote,  and  in  North 
Carolina,  although  he  is  allowed  tiie  right  of  suf- 
fra^  yet  he,  and  bis  posterity  to  the  taird  gene- 
ration, are  refused  tbeprivilegeof  giving  testimony 
in  a  court  of  justice,  where  a  vrtiite  man  is  a  party. 
By  the  laws  of  the  United  States  the  n^ro  is  re- 
fused the  privilegeof  being  naturalized;  and  in  the 
code  adopted  for  the  govemmeDt  of  this  Disirieti 
(which  is  the  laws  of  the  adjacent  States,)  it  is 
provided  that,  on  the  trial  of^  a  free  negro  for  n 
crime  a  slave  may  be  a  witness ;  that  a  free  negro 
may  not  marry  a  white  woman ;  that  it  is  criminal 
to  employ  him,  unless  he  has  a  certificate  of  regis- 
try; toat  he  may  not  keep  or  carry  arms,  and  is- 
punishahle  for  Lifting  his  hand  against  a  white 
msn;  and  by  the  law  incorporating  the  City  of 
Washiagton,  passed  by  this  present  Congress,  a 
colored  servant  is  made  liable  to  be  puniuied  by 
StripeK  for  a  breach  of  the  ordinaaees  of  the  city. 

It  is  not  every  person  who  is  bom  in  a  Stalc^ 
and  bom  fire^  that  becomes  a  member  of  the  polit- 
ical eommiuity.  The  Indiani^  bom  in  the  State^ 
cootbne  to  be  alien*;  and  so,  I  contend,  do  the 
fiee  n^roes,  where  the  laws  have  not  otherwise 
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provided.  A  nrage  cannot  be  a  member  of  8 
oiTiiized  community ;  be  is  incaiiable  of  ezeroising 
poUUcal  rights;  and  natufe  seems  to  bare  made 
the  negro  a  perpetual  alien  to  the  white  man. 
Slaves  ate  aliens.  AlieDas;e  was  the  fint  founda- 
tion of  slaroy.  Citizenship  belongs  to  the  ciril- 
ized  freeman.  It  is  for  Congress  to  provide  a  rule 
of  naturalization  that  mav  admit  to  the  rights  of 
citizenship  the  cirilized  descendants  of  udians 
and  Africans.  The  States  hare  no  authority  to 
admit  eiiizens.  When  Congress  have  refused  to 
naturalize  any  free  o^o,  can  it  be  tolerated  that 
the  master  of  a  n^ro  slave  should  have  power  to 
make  him  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  entitled 
to  all  the  pririleges  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States? 

Who,  then,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States?  I 
would  answer,  1st,  tfaoae  subject*  of  Great  Britain 
who,  being  entitlea  to  all  the  rights  and  pririlwes 
of  British  sul^ects,  became  American  citizens  oy 
the  Revolution ;  2d,  those  who  were  declared  ciu- 
Zens,  or  naturalized  by  the  SUitn,  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
3d,  Eon^tean  foreigners  naturalized  in  conformity 
to  the  law  of  Congress ;  and  1  wottid  add,  4th,  the 
children  born  in  the  country  of  aliens,  who  were 
of  a  description  that  might  hare  been  naturalized. 
Siuoe  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
no  Slate  has  had  a  right  to  naturalize  an  alien; 
and,  therefore,  I  contend  that  no  State  can  make 
citizens  of  its  stares;  and  that,  if  the  father  is  in- 
capable of  naturalization,  birth  will  uot  make  the 
son  a  citizen. 

The  moss  of  mankind  in  this  country  may  be 
dirided  into  two  classes — free  peof^e  ana  ilarea; 
but  the  class  of  free  people  ineludes  many  who  are 
not  citizens.  The  same  mass  may  be  dirided  into 
three  clnaies  citizena,  aliens,  and  denizens ;  the 
latter  description  of  pawns  being  those  who  are 
admitted  to  some  portion  of  the  rights  and  priri- 
l^fCB  of  citizens,  nit  not  to  all  those  rights  and 
pnril^ee.  Such  of  the  free  negroes,  in  our  coun- 
Iry,  as  are  not  aliens,  may  be  denizens,  but  none 
of  them,  it  is  apprehended,  are  citizens  within  the 
meaning' of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  states  which  is  under  consideration.  The 
free  negro  who  would  claim  all  the  priril^es  and 
immunities  of  a  citizen  in  another  State,  must  show 
a  right  to  all  those  privil^es  and  immunities  in 
lus  own. 

^  1  shall  contend,  sir,  that  a  State  possesses  the 
right  of  excluding  from  settling  within  its  limits 
ercD  the  citizens  of  another  State. 

Has  not  every  county  and  parish  a  right  to  ex- 
clude paupers  and  vagrants?  May  not  every  city 
and  town  exclude  persona  having  infectious  dia- 
eaaes,  although  they  era  citizens?  If  New  York 
may  exclude  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  when  the 
latter  city  is  visited  with  yellow  fever,  and  if  New 
York  may  do  the  same  under  the  like  cirennutauc^ 
what  pves  to  them  this  ri^ht?   The  ri^bt  of  self- 
preservation  confers  this  right  of  exclusion.  And 
if  a  town  possesses  llus  right  of  exclusion,  founded 
on  the  right.of  self-preservation,  does  not  a  State 
possess  it?  May  Virginia  send  40,000  free  negroes 
to  settle  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  lias  the  utter 
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State  no  powor  to  esulude  than?  May  Blassaehfr- 
setts  or  Pennsylvania  send  a  few  thousand  of  thar 

citizens  into  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware,  there  to 
exercise  the  privilege  of  suffrage,  and  thereby  bring 
Rhode  litland  under  the  power  of  Massachusetts, 
or  Delaware  under  the  power  of  Pennsylvania? 
Some  members  may  recollect  that,  not  many  years 
since,  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  of  a  certain  polit- 
ical paftr,  resolved  to  direct  the  elections  of^An- 
napolis,  by  hiring  a  number  of  men  to  go  to  Anna- 
polis, there  to  remain  six  months,  to  qualify  them 
to  vote  at  elections.  Might  not  the  councils  of  a 
State  be  changed  by  the  like  mean&^if  the  Slate 
has  no  power  to  exclude  intruders  7  Sir,  eve^ 
State  has  the  right  of  self-preservation.  If  it  is 
proved  that  a  State  has  the  right  to  exclude  the 
leper  from  coming  and  settling  therein^  the  con- 
struction contended  for  on  the  other  side,  that  a 
State  can  exclude  no  citizen  of  another  State,  is 
overthrown.  The  health  laws  of  every  city  and 
State  refute  the  argument. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylrania  (Mr.  Skr- 
gbant)  asked,  if  it  would  not  hare  excited  the 
universal  indignation  of  the  House  had  Missouri 
excluded  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
her  territory-  It  would,  doubtless.  But  it  does 
not  prove  that  she  has  no  authority  to  exclude 
some  pwsons  dangerous  to  her  peace  and  happiness, 
that  it  would  have  excited  indignation  had  she  ex- 
cluded all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Eren 
had  that  extreme  case  happened,  it  would  not  hare 
bc«n  a  ^ood  reason  forrejecttng  the  State.  Insneh 
a  case,  it  would  be  the  proper  course  to  admit  the 
State,  and  decide  on  her  pretensions ;  to  say  to  her, 
"  come  under  the  canopy  of  the  Constitution ;  coma 
under  our  power ;  and  then  we  will  decide  on  the 
extent  of  your  rights." 

I  will  also  put  an  extreme  case.  Sup^oae  that 
the  leprosy — a  disease  certainly  communicated  hf 
the  touch — should  appear  in  Philadelphia,  and  that 
10,000  persons  should  be  affected  before  proper 
means  luid  been  taken  to  stop  its  prt^^ress ;  would 
the  corpontioo  of  Philadelphia,  or  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylrania,  hare  a  right  to  send  those  lepers 
into  Delaware ;  and  would  they  have  a  rif^ht  of 
"  settling"  there,  as  one  of  the  privileges  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  against  the  will  of  the  gor- 
ernment  of  Delaware  ?  I  think  it  will  scarcely  be 
contended  that  Delaware  would  not  hare  a  right 
to  oppose  an  intrusion  so  fatal  to  her  health ;  andj 
if  she  would  hare  a  right  to  oppose  it,  Missouri 
has  an  equal  right  to  oppose  the  intrusion  of  fine 
no^oes  dangerous  to  her  peace. 

Usage  expounds  the  law.  The  States  possets 
the  right  of^ exclusion;  for  they  hare  exercised  it, 
and  Congress  has  saoctioned  the  right.  In  the  act 
of  the  last  session  for  incorporating  the  City  of 
Washingion,  power  is  granted  to  the  corporation 
"  to  enforce  the  departure  of  such  vagrants  and 
*  paupers  as  may  come  into  the  city  to  reside,  uar 
'  less  they  give  ample  security,  and  to  jMrescribe  the- 
■  terms  on  which  free  negroes  and  mtilattoes  may 
'  reside  in  the  city."  All  powers  not  granted  to 
the  Qeoeral  Qoverament  are  retained  by  the  Statea. 
Have  the  Slates  granted  to  Congress  ibeir  power 
to  exclude  dangerous  persons  from  settling  within 
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their  limiut  I  do  not  iod  tfaat  their  h*ve  grutsd 
this  power  to  Congress. 

Toe  gendemaa  from  Peftnsytvania  (Mr.  Seb- 
gbant)  said,  that  "  citizens  cannot  enjoy  the  privi- 
legcs  and  immuoities  of  citizens  in  Missouri  with- 
out settling  there."  The  citieeos  nrho  ^wli  senle 
is  Missouri  will  thereby  become  citizens  of  Mts- 
aouri-  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
idftes  not  say  that  the  citizens  of  one  State  shall 
iuiTe  a  right  to  become  citizens  of  another  State ; 
bat  it  speaks  of  than  as  continuuig  lo  be  citizens 
of  one  State,  jat  entitled  to  pririla^  in  uotber. 
A  similar  pransion  sna  contained  in  the  Articles 
■of  Confederation,  iriiere  it  aeems  clear  that  noth- 
ing was  intended  but  to  confer  pririleges  in  ]MS8- 
ing  through  another  Stale;  egress  uul  regnss, 
the  light  to  carry  on  comnicree,  exemption  ftom 
.  the  aliens'  dntr,  obc. 

The  right  of  a  State  to  elose  its  duors  against 
migration,  is,  I  etmceire,  acknovrledged  by  the 
Constitution  to  be  in  the  States.  [Here  -Mr.  8. 
Mftd  part  of  section  9  of  article  l.j  A  State  pos- 
aesats  the  right  of  banishing  its  own  citizMis; 
this  has  been  eonmoo  in  ancient  and  modem 
times  ;  and.  if  it  may  banish  its  own  citizens, 
must  it  not  nave,  power  to  exclade  othets?  The 
'  States,  seveial  of  them,  prescribed  and  banl^ed 
-the  rmgees }  this  banishment  was  sanctioned  by 
Congress,  who  prorided.  in  their  naturalization 
laxn,  that  those  so  banisoed  shonld  nerer  retnm. 
^e  ecdusion  of  free  ntgrocB  from  a  white  com- 
iHuity  is  a  politic  and  proper  act ;  Congress  do 
the  same  thing  by  their  naturalization  laws. 

I  shall  eontom  that  whuever  be  the  just  inter- 
metation  of.  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales  under  coosidoxtion,  it  ou^t  take 
submitted  for  investigation  and  detcnnination  to 
the  Judiciary.  There  are  many  parts  of  the  Con- 
atitation  which  are  addressed  ^rticalariy  ta  Con- 
gMas ;  saeh  are  all  those  girinff  power  to  Con- 
gress, or  to  the  Gtovemment  of  the  Uoited  States, 
or  to  any  department  or  officer  thereof.  Thcue 
«K  other  parts  of  the  Constitution  which  are  laws 
focmed  by  the  people,  and  addressed  directly  to 
-.  the  Judiciary.  Those  i»rts  require  no  i^islacion 
by  Congress ;  the  Constilntion  bang^  the  supreme 
mm.  The  clause  under  consideration  is  one  of 
diem;  itTceUno  power  in  CongrcM;  it  alls  for 
aalegislaiicm;  itewfers  privilegesand  immtmi- 
ties  on  indiviilnals ;  Congress  eauKtf  diminish  or 
inerease  them ;  whatant&ey  the  Judiciary  should 
decide. 

It  might  be  material  for  Congress  to  ia^tre 
ivkether  the  coostitutiim  of  a  new  State  or  an  old 
State  was  republican  or  not.  The  Qoreroment  is 
to  goamnty  to  every  State  a  repuUiean  form  of 
Aorwnment ;  and  here,  power  being  del^ated  to 
the  Goremment^  Connos  may  pass  the  necessary 
Jaws  to  cap-y  it  mto  effect.  Should  a  State  adopt 
H  monarchical  form  of  QoTemment,  I  eonceire 
Congress  might  pass  a  law  repealing  so  much  of 
their  constitatioa  as  it  was  necessary  to  repeal, 
dictating  a  clause  consistent  with  a  r^nUiean 
btm.  which  should  remain  in  force  only  until  the 
ftafh  themsdTMehonld  font  a  republican  crasti- 
Itttion.  It  would  not  be  areeesaty,  even  in  that 
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casCf  to  {mt  or  keep  a  Stale  out  of  the  Union.  It 
is  to  St^es  "  in  this  Union"  that  the  clause  applies, 
in  a  case  of  that  kind  a  political  question  would 
arise,  to  be  deeded  on  hj  Conj^ess.  In  this  ease 
there  arises  a  legal  question  fit  to  be  decided  on  by 
the  iudieiary.  And  if  the  judiciary  are  to  decide 
on  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  Delaware  and  Vir> 
ginia,  whether  the  rights  of  free  negvoes  -are  ia- 
Riiu^  or  not,  why  should  not  they  decide  wheth- 
er tberights  of  the  same  clase  oi  people  will  be 
iofhngea  by  the  laws  of  Missouri  7  It  we  reject 
Missouri  as  a  member  of  the  Union,  for  this  <aase, 
we  shonld,  to  be  consistsnt,  expel  Massadiusctfc, 
Delaware,  and  Virginia. 

The  dause  in  the  eonstitutitm  of  Missouri  is  net 
a  law  in  itself,  as  is  the  clause  of  tbe  Constituticni 
of  the  Uaited  Slates  to  which  it  is  said  to  stand 
oi^lMsed.  It  directs  that  a  law  sbaU  be  paaed-  I 
Ten  tare  to  predict,  with  eonfidence,  that  no  taw 
will  be  passed  in  pursuance  of  this  direction,  by 
the  Legisl^ure  of  Missouri,  that  will  coatraveae 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  will  be  sworn 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
they  wilt  not  be  sworn  to  support  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  and  they  will  know  that  dieir  acts 
contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
will  be  Toid.  They  will,  therefore,  gire  to  the  con- 
stitution of  their  State  a  crasauctwn  coK^tent 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

To  make  any  defect  in  the  form  of  a  eonstitu- 
tibn  an  inamenbleol^ection  to  the  admission  into 
the  Union  of  a  Sttte  that  it  is  desirable  to  admit, 
would  imply  a  want  of  powvr  in  this  OoTemment 
to  eorreet  the  error.  I  wotM,  by  no  means  con- 
sider any  nimgnancy  in  theconstilutioo  of  a  Stale 
as  an  insineraUe  ot^ection  to  the  admission  of  soch 
State.  We  might  sa^  to  a  Territoty:  "  Form  a 
State  poremment ;  if  it  is  not  repuMioan,  we  will 
cause  It  to  be  republicaD ;  if  it  is  rcpwnant,  we  or 
the  judiciary  will  correct  it."  The  Federal  Con- 
vention expected  repugnances  to  be  foond  in  the 
Coostitutioa  of  the  United  Slates,  and  have  pro- 
vided for  them.  It  is  declared  in  ue  CiHistittttion, 
that  ^'  this  Constitution  shell  be  tbe  supreme  law 
'  of  the  lend,  and  the  judges  in  each  State  shall 
'  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  conatilutien 
'  of  any  State  to  the  omtmiy  aotwilbstinding." 

Is  it  not  better  to  decide  some  Indiridonl  case 
upon  full,  calm,  and  ddiberate  investigatieD,  be- 
fore the  judiciary,  than  to  reject  die  rseriudon 
now  before  you,  and  thus  outlaw  a  State  ?  Shnll 
we,  by  an  ungracious  and  unnecessary  act,  prodooe 
a  state  of  confusion,  the  result  of  which  we  can- 
not foresee  1  I  hope  not,  as  we  do  ctf  tamly  know, 
that  if  there  be  in  the  constitution  of  Misseurt  a 
clause  r^ugnant  to  the  Constitation  of  the  United 
Slates,  that  clause  is  null  and  void.  If  you  had  pow- 
er to  declare  by  law  that  any  clause  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  a  State,  repugnant  to  the  Constitndonof  the 
United  States,  was  void^  would  you  not  at  once  pass 
an  act  repealing  the  ofl^nsive  ciense  in  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri?  You  would,  unqoestirakaUy. 
Now,  so  far  as  the  olaiise  objected  to  isr^Hignantlo 
dw  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  admia- 
«on  of  Missouri  wUlhave  the  very  sameefiottiwt 
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your  rapnlrag  aet-wonU  have,  had  you  pown  to 
■pass  h.  If  you  faad  repealed  the  clatiM  so  far  as  it 
v  repognant  to  the  Gonstitation  of  the  United  i 
States,  Uue  courts  would  compare  the  Constitu- i 
*  ttons,  and  deotare  that  of  Missouri  void,  so  far  as 
it  was  wpignant;  and,  if  you  admit  the  Slate, 
the  courts  inll,  in  like  maaner^  declare  the  con- 
sSittitioQ  MtsBonri,  so  far  as  it  contraTenes  that 
of  the  United  Stales,  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 
Thus  admissitm  leads  yon  to  the  rery  end  which 
ywu  profess  to  wish  to  attain.  It  makes  roid  the 
ekuse  objected  to,  so  far  as  it  is  contrary  to  the 
'  Federal  Constitution. 

All  the  aoDsCitutiDU  of  die  States  etmtained 
nlaines  lepqwut  to  the  GoBstitntion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  hat  the  adoption  thereof  enooged 
diem.  Adoiiauon  will  uiTe  the  same  meet  on 
the  eonslitnljon  of  a  new  State  that  adoption  had 
on  those  of  the  old.  Then  why  not  adopt  the  res- 
olution before  you,  the  efibct  of  which  will  be,  to 
expunge  every  repugnant  claase  from  the  consti- 
tution of  Missoun? 

The  legislative  and  judicial  powers  of  Oorern- 
ment  should  be  kept  separate  and  distinct,  so  that 
the  dnxutment  exereising  die  one  should  not  as- 
Bume  the  duties  of  the  o(b«r.  Let  ua  leare  to  the 
judiciary  the  exehiaive  exercise  of  their  proper 
powers. 

A  coofltmetion  should,  if  possible,  be  given  to 
the  constitution  of  Missouri,  making  it  consistent 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

IT  the  literal  construction  <^  the  eonsritution  of 
MjmHnri  was  in  ofqaositiott  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  yet,  if  w«  were  satisfied  that 
the  eonrention  intended  the  constitution  which 
they  framed  to  coneapond  with  that  of  th?  United 
BtiCBs,  it  ahould  be  so  construed.   {Here  Mr.  S. 
read  several  passages  of  law  to  show  the  rules  of 
ooastraction ;  that  a  thing  within  the  tetter  is  not 
within  the  statute,  if  contrary  to  the  intention  of 
the  mak<Ts ;  that  the  word  "all"  admits  of  ezcep- 
tians,  ice.}    The  eenstitntion  of  Missouri  does 
not  say  tjl  negroes  and  mulattoes  shall  be  excluded ; 
it  does  not  saythat  n^roesand  mulattoes  shall  be 
excluded,  bemr  citizens  of'the  United  States. 
Suppose  that  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  should 
pass  an  aet,  in  the  very  words  of  their  constitution, 
that  ^'free  negroes  and  mulattoes  shall  not  come 
to  and  setUeio,  this  State,  under  any  pretext  what- 
erer,"  and  adds  a  proviso,  that  "  this  act  shall  not 
,  *  beeonatraedtopKrentttteeitizeasofother  States 
'  from  being  entitled  to  all  {ffivilegea  and  immon- 
*  itiesof  this  State, as  seenred  tothem  by  die  Con- 
'  stitation  of  the  United  States."  Woud  not  such 
A  law  comidetely  fulfil  the  tntenHon  of  the  eonsti- 
tation  of  Hissonri,  without  contravening  the  Con- 
stitntien  of  the  United  States?   It  would.  Or 
should  they  pass  a  law  such  as  that  of  Massaehu- 
setts,  that  a  free  negro,  coming  into  the  State,  and 
remaining  two  months,  may  be  seized  and  sent 
oat  of  the  Sute,  unless  by  a  certificate  from  the 
Seeretary  of  8tat&  he  shall  show  that  he  is  a  citt- 
zm  of  the  United  Stales,  it  woirid  fulfil  the  direc- 
tion in  their  constitution,  without  contravening 
that  of  the  United  States. 
The  olaase  in  question,  of  the  constitution  of 
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Missouri,  may  have  a  very  beneficial  effect  with- 
out operating  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
I  United  States.  It  may  operate  on  an  extensive 
i  class  of  men.  the  emancipated  Macks,  and  those  of 
Africa  and  the  West  Inaies,  without  violating,  or 
being  supposed  to  violate,  the  right  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  This  elause  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  to  pass  a  law  to  ex- 
clude free  negroes  and  mulattoes ;  but  it  cannot 
become  the  duty  of  the  Legislature,  in  carrying 
that  provisLOD  of  their  constitution  into  effect,  to 
violate  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
They  will  construe  their  constitution  in  such  a 
muiner  as  to  muke  it  conform  to  the  provisions  at 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  They  will 
presume  that  the  convoition  did  not  intend  to  tId- 
late  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
thmr  will  pass  no  law  that  can  have  such  an  effect.  , 

The  fair  and  proper  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri  will  be,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
wSl  of  the  people  of  that  State,  so  far  as  it  may 
be  carried  into  effect  consistently  with  the  supreme 
law.  The  Legislature  will  exclude  whom  they 
may  lawfully  exclude.  Doubtless,  they  may  ex- 
clude those  whom  Congress  will  not  naturalize. 
They  will  understand  the  people  of  their  State  as 
having  said  to  them,  "  Yon  shall  pass  such  laws 
as  constitutionally  you  may,  to  prevent  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  from  settling  here." 

I  shall  contend,  sir,  that  Missouri  in  now  a  State 
of  this  Union.  The  Oonatitntion  says  that, "  New 
may  be  admitted  into  this  Union."  This 
is  the  grant  of  power  which  Congress  may  exer- 
cise by  bill  or  resolution ;  in  either  way  the  Presi- 
dent is  to  concur.  It  is  net  necessary  I^at  Con- 
gress should  twice  admit  a  State  into  the  Union. 
Has  Congress  oneeadmitted  Missouri  ?  I  contend 
that  Congress  has  once  admitted  Missouri  as  a 
State  of  this  Union,  upon  the  single  condition 
precedent,  of  forming  a  State  Oovernment;  thai 
having  been  done,  Missouri  became  a  State  of  this 
Union. 

The  act  of  the  last  session  declares,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Missouri  Territory  are  "  authorized 
to  form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State 
government,"  and  that  "the  said  State,  when 
formed,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union."  The 
people  of  Missouri  have  formed  for  themselves  a 
State  government,  by  electing  a  Qovemor  and 
members  of  the  Legtslatnre ;  they  have  thus  formed 
"  the  State,**  and  the  law  declared  that  the  State, 
when  formed,  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 
The  Sute  has  been  formed  some  time  past.  When 
was  it  admitted  t  Theanswer  is,  "when  formed." 
It  may  be  said  the  act  speaks  of  a  future  admission. 
The  time  of  admission  was  future  to  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  but  it  b 
now  past.  Congress  has  decided,  and  the  people 
of  Missouri  have  decided.  The  compact  is  com- 
plete. When  terms  are  offered  by  one  party,  and 
not  only  accepted,  but  executed,  by  the  other,  the 
contract  is  confirmed,  and  it  is  too  late  for  the 
party  who  ofi^ed  the  terms,  to  retract  them. 

Congress,  then,  have  authorized  the  formation 
of  a  State,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  the  State 
when  formed.   The  State  is  formed,  and  conse- 
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qaeDUy  has  become  a  member  of  the  Union.  The 
ruht  of  self-government  is  a  natural  inherent  right 
of  mankind.  You  ha?e  pn-mitted  the  people  of 
Himari  to  assume  the  exercise  of  this  right.  The 
permisuoD  cannot  be  retracted.  The  nght,  once 
poBsesaed,  can  never  be  surrendered.  The  moment 
Missouri  ceased  to  begoremed  as  a  Territory,  she 
became  a  State.  The  consequence  of  forming  a 
State  goremment  is,  to  throw  off  the  territoinal 
government,  to  which  the  people  never  can  retom, 
or  be  subjected. 

It  has  Deen  said,  (by  Mr.  Seboeant^  that  jron 
cannot  make  an  independent  State.**  I  agree  with 
I  the  gentleman.  Too  can  aotfaorixe  a  territory  to 
huome  a  State;  and  in  so  doing  it  becomes  a 
member  of  the  Unioo.  If  Congress  admit  a  terri- 
tory to  form  a  State,  it  is  a  territcvy  no  longer ; 
and  the  same  instant  it  becomes  a  Sta  te  it  becomes 
a  me  uber  of  ihe  Union ;  for  Congress  have  no 
authority  to  admit  a  State  out  of  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sen- 
oeant)  has  said,  that,  if  Missouri  is  a  State,  it  is 
useless  to  pass  the  resolution.  I  admit  that  it  is 
nnnece&sary  to  pass  the  resolution.  The  Senators 
and  Representative  from  Missouri  should  have 
been  permitted  to  take  their  seats.  The  resolution 
can  be  only  useful  to  declare  a  fact  of  importance 
which  bas  happened,  to  wit :  that  Missouri  has 
becom^  since  tne  last  session  of  Congress,  a  State 
of  this  Union. 

But  is  said  there  is  a  proTiao  in  the  act  of  the 
last  sesnon,  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  diall 
be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitu- 
tiou  of  the  United  Stales.  Tni&  there  is  such  a 
proviso  i  but  I  deny  that  this  makes  either  a  con- 
dition precedent,  or  a  condition  the  violation  of 
which  would  forfeit  the  right  of  Missouri  to  be  a 
State.  The  same  proviso  declares  that  the  State 
shall  not  interfere  with  the  disposal  of  the  soil 
owned  by  the  United  Slates,  and  that  no  tax  shall 
be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of  the  United 
States.  Are  these  conditions  precedent?  They 
are  to  continue  through  all  time.  This  proviso  is 
a  declaration  of  the  law,  and  a  caution  to  Mis- 
souri ;  but  such  a  proviso  is  not  a  condition  pre- 
cedent, nor  a  condition  on  violating  which  Mis- 
souri will  forfeit  her  rights.  [Here  Mr.  S.  read 
from  Woddeaon's  Lectures  a  passage  to  show  that 
where  one  is  made  a  denizen,  with  a  proviso,  that 
he  shall  demean  himself  in  a  certain  manner,  the 
violation  of  the  proviso  does  not  forfeit  his  right 
to  be  a  denizen ;  but  he  will  be  punished  accord- 
ing to  his  fault]  This,  said  Mr.  8.  is  a  case  in 
pomt.  Such  a  proviso  is  no  more  than  a  warning 
and  declaration  of  the  law.  The  proviso  in  the 
act  of  the  last  session  was  a  caution  to  Missouri 
that  her  constitution  should  he  republican,  and 
not  repugnaot  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

All  the  new  States  formed  of  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  have  been  admitted  from  the 
time  of  their  forming  State  governments.  Can 
we  receive  Senators  and  a  Representative  elected 
bjr  a  territory  7  If  Illinois  was  not  a  State  pre- 
vious to  the  fast  session,  when  the  last  deduction 
was  made  respecting  her  admission,  her  Senaton , 
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and  Rewesentatives  have  no  right  to  seats  in  this 
body.  The  Senators  were  not  elected  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  a  State,  or  her  Representatives  by  the 
people  of  a  State.  But  we  have  admitted  tnem, 
and  so  affirmed  that  they  were  elected  by  a  State  ;  * 
therefore  Illinois  was  a  State  before  the  last  ses^ 
sion,  when  the  second  declaration  of  her  admisstim 
was  made ;  and,  the  circumstances  being  the  same, 
Missouri  is  now  a  State  of  this  Union. 

The  proviso  in  the  act  of  the  last  session  that  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  should  not  be  repugnant 
to  that  of  the  United  States,  is  inopeiauve,  use- 
less, surplusage.  We  might  as  well  have  enacted 
that  the  stars  shall  not  obscure  the  bud  to-morrow 
as  have  enacted  that  the  constitution  of  Missonri 
shall  not  be  repugnant  to  that  of  the  United  States. 
No  such  repugnance  can  have  any  effect.  It  is. 
ipto  faetOf  void.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  has  said  that  nothing  repugnant  to  it  in  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  should  stand; 
and  why  should  we  prescribe  a  role  already  pre- 
scribed and  declared  supreme  by  the  people  1 

It  has  been  admitted  that  there  may  be  cases 
where  the  constitution  of  a  State  will  so  contra- 
vene the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes  that  it 
may  be  proper  for  Congress  to  interfere.  I  also 
agree  that  such  cases  may  arise ;  but  those  must 
be  cases  requiring  legislation  from  Congress. 
Shonld  a  State  provide  for  a  diffeient  representa- 
tion than  is  allowed  her  by  the  Constitution  the 
United  States,  it  might  be  proper  for  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  respecting  the  times,  places,  and  maa- 
aet,  of  holding  elections  for  Seiwtors  and  Rqwa- 
sentatives  in  such  Stale:  la  other  cases,  Confess 
might  find  it  necessary  to  pa&s  laws  to  carry  into 
execution  the  power  of  the  Gioveroment  to  guar- 
anty to  a  State  a  republican  form  of  gorerament. 
Can  any  case  be  supposed  in  which  it  would  be 
prop^  to  expel  a  State?  I  cannot  imagine  any 
such  case.  The  Constitution  does  not  say  that 
Congress  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the 
Union  a  constitution  not  repugnant  to  that  of  the 
United  States.  It  says,  that  the  Constitntion  shall 
be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  judges  in 
every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in 
the  constitution  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. When  we  know  that  our  Conatt- 
tution  is  anpieme^  that  any  thiiw  repugn  ant  to  it 
in  the  constitution  and  laws  oi  Missouri  is  null 
and  void]  sbdl  we  jmceed  as  if  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  would  be  radangered  by  the 
admission  of  Missouri  7   I  hope  not,  sir. 

After  a  new  State  has  foraied  a  cmstitution, 
Congress  have  just  the  same  power  over  it,  that 
they  possess  over  the  new  constitution  formed  br 
an  old  State.  Why  should  we  examine,  with 
microscopic  eye,  the  constitutions  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri^  and  never  ask  that  the  constitution  of 
Connecticut  should  be  laid  before  us  t 

The  consequences  which  may  follow  the  rejee- 
tion  of  the  resolution,  are  worthy  of  the  consider- 
ation of  statesmen,  who  have,  or  ought  to  have 
left  every  passion  behind  them  at  the  threshold, 
and  whose  object  is  the  peace,  welfare,  and  hap- 
piness of  the  community. 

We  aifoet  to  fear  tlutt  Kune  bundred  negroes 
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may  losd  tbelr  GoostitutioQal  right  to  settle  as 
citizens  in  Missouri ;  and,  under  tnis  pretence,  we 
are  about  to  disfrancb^se  a  State^  dissolve  the  con- 
nexion between  her  and  the  Union,  and  produce 
difficulties,  the  consequences  of  which  we  cannot 
foresee ;  when  we  do  know  that  no  citizen  of  the 
United  States  can  be  deprived  by  the  Legislature 
of  Missouri  of  the  rights  to  which  he  is  entitled 
nnder  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Sir,  the  States  retain  all  power  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States.  They  havenotdelegatra  power 
on  this  subject  It  seems  to  be  admitted  in  the 
Constitalioa  Uiat  they  retain  it.  They  may  admit 
the  mixtion  of  such  persons  as  they  please  until 
a  certam  time.  Does  it  not  follow  that  they  may 
leject  the  migration  of  such  persons  as  they  please 
mtall  times?  Let  every  member  friendly  to  the 
rights  of  Stales  beware  how  he  sanctions  an  opin- 
ioDj  that  all  the  barriers  between  the  States  are 
entirely  broken  down,  and  that  the  States  cannot 
exclude  persons  dangerous  to  their  health,  their 
happiness,  or  their  peace. 

In  every  difficulty  we  should  ask  ourselves,  what 
is  now  best  to  be  done  1  Shall  we  send  home  the  . 
Senators  and  Representative  of  Missouri?  What , 
is  then  to  follow  ?  We  ought  to  know  what  is 
next  to  be  done ;  for  the  consequences  ought  to  be 
matordy  weighed  in  deciding  this  political  ques- 
tion. TherejectionoftherepresentationofaState 
is  a  measure  which  threatens  to  derange  the  polit- 
ical machine.  Shall  Mtssoari  be  independent? 
Shall  we  bring  her  back  to  a  territorial  situation  1 
Shall  her  lan^  pused  by  her  State  Legislature, 
become  void  i  It  has  been  suggested  that  we  may 
pass  an  act  to  confirm  them  t  That  1  deny-  We 
nave  nothing  to  do  with  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Missouri.  Consider  welt  the  consequences  of  re- 
iecting  the  resolution.  I  speak  not  ofcommoiions ; 
but  I  ask  you  to  consider  the  effects  of  the  doubt 
you  will  tnrow  over  the  validity  of  their  laws,  and 
the  authority  of  their  Government ;  of  the  litiga- 
tion which  your  decision  may  produce,  by  occa- 
sioning a  belief  that  their  acts  are  void.  I^et  us 
adopt  the  resolution,  which  will  secure  every  right, 
and  preserve  order  and  harmony. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  eonclnded — 

Mr.  Stbokg,  of  New  York,  said,  the  magnitude 
and  importance  of  the  subject  under  consideration 
must  be  bis  apology  for  claiming  a  small  share  of 
the  attention  and  patience  of  honoraUe  members, 
while  he  sutniitted  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he 
was  aboDt  to  give.  I  shall  endeavor,  said  he,  to 
be  brief  and  plain  in  what  I  have  to  say. 

The  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  were, 
by  a  law  of  Congress,  authorized  to  form  "  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  provided  that  the 
same,  whenever  formed,  should  be  republican,  and 
not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States."   They  have  formed  a  constimtion,  pre* 
seated  it  for  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and 
asked  admission  into  the  Union.   If  it  violates  the 
plain  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  ought 
It  not  to  be  disapproved,  aod  the  resolution  under 
eoDsideratlon  be  rejected  7  The  coQstitation  of 
Missoori  coDtains,  among  oUier  things,  tbis  re- 
marfcable  clause—**  It  shd  be  the  duty  of  the  Le- 
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*  gislature  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
'  mulattoes  from  coining  to,  and  settling  in,  the 
'  Stale,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever."  Here 
permit  me  to  remark  that  the  authority  is  express 
and  positive,  and  is  in  restraint  of  personal  liberty, 
and  of  the  means  of  contesting  personal  rights. 
But  are  the  persons  here  described  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  a  State;  or  of  both;  or  of 
neither?  If  citizens,  then  the  repugnancy  is  plain 
and  palpable.  But  the  honorable  memoer  (Mr. 
Smyth,  of  Virginia,)  on  my  right,  who  has  just 
resumed  his  seat,  has  attempted,  ingeniously,  to 
prove,  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  eitlier  ■. 
aliens  or  denizens,  and  consequently,  not  citizens. 

The  honorable  gentleman  will  pardon  me  for 
differing  from  him.  I  cannot  assent  to  the  propo- 
sition that  this  description  of  persons  are  aliens. 
An  alien  is  one  who  owes  allegiance  to  some  Gov- 
ernment other  than  that  under  which  he  lives. 
Allegiance  to  a  foreign  Power  enters  into  the  very 
essence  of  the  term  alien.  To  what  foreign  Power, 
or  to  what  Government,  olber  than  that  of  the 
United  States,  do  these  persons  owe  allegiance? 
If  to  none — then  what  are  they,  if  not  citizens  ? 
Bu^  if  they  are  not  aliens,  it  is  insisted  they  are 
denizens.  Is  it  so  ?  No  one  can  be  a  denizen 
who  has  not  been  an  alien.  Denization  is  the 
modification  of  alienage.  But  Congress  can  pass 
laws  of  DatoTalization  only,  and  not  of  denization. 
It  would  seem  to  follow,  therefore,  that  these  per- 
sons cannot  be  denizens. 

He  has  argued,  too,  at  some  length,  to  prove 
that  a  State  possesses  the  right,  not  only  of  l»n- 
ishing  her  citizens,  but  excluding  from  her  limits 
paupers,  lepers,  and  persons  infected  with  pestilen- 
tial diseases;  and  hence  inferred  that  each  State 
might  exclude  all  the  citizens  of  the  other  States ; 
and,  consequently,  that  Missouri  had  a  right  to 
prohibit  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming 
to,  and  settling  m,  Missouri. 

I  have  never  understood  that  a  State,  town,  or 
city,  could  prevent  the  admission  of  a  pauper  as 
such.  In  many  of  the  States,  and  I  do  not  know 
bat  in  all  of  tnem,  a  pauper  may  be  removed  if 
likely  to  become  a  public  charge  i  and  every  person, 
whether  pauper  or  prince,  may  be  prevented  from 
gaining  what  the  lawyers  eaU  a  legal  settlement. 

That  a  State  may  banish  for  crim&  and  guard 
herself  against  pestuence,  need  not  be  denied.  The 
rights  and  privities  of  peaceable,  unoffending  cit- 
izens, for  whom  we  are  .expounding  the  law,  do 
not  depend  upon  the  princiides  which  determine 
the  disabilities  and  punishment  of  criminals.  Be- 
cause a  State  can  banish  a  traitor,  does  it  follow 
that  she  can  deport  every  or  any  harmless,  unsus- 
pected citizen?  Because  Pennsylvania  may  ex- 
clude from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  persons  inlected 
with  the  leprosy  or  the  plague,  can  she.  therefore, 
exclude  all  the  officers  and  troops  of  the  Federal 
Government  ? — or  any  uninfected,  peaceable  cit- 
izen of  any  State  or  place  ?  If  noL  Missouri  re- 
mains nnuefended.  She  most  aeelt  some  other 
mode  of  justifying  the  exceptionable  provisions  of 
her  constitution. 

It  is,  moreover  contended  by  the  honorable 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Suyth,)  that  Missouri  became  a 
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member  of  this  Union  in  fact,  and  in  right,  on  the 
Idti)  of  July  last,  the  day  on  which  the  constitation 
was  formed ;  and  I  understood  him  to  say  that,  if 
the  constitution  of  Missouri,  now  before  us,  had 
contained  the  provisions  of  a  monarchical,  instead 
of  a  republican  form  of  gOTernmentj  Congress,  by 
an  act  of  legislation,  could  change  it  and  make  it 
republican.  I  cannot  agree  that  Missouri  is  a 
member  of  this  Union ;  or  that  Coogress,  by  the 
silent  operation  of  a  law,  could  remedy  the  sup- 
posed evil.  These  shall  be  subjects  for  future 
consideration.  But,  does  not  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman in  this,  concede  to  Congress  the  right  of 
makiiw  a  constitution  for  a  Slate^hetha  such 
State  be  cut  at.  or  in  the  Union  ?  ThU  is  a  broad 
concession,  ana  yidding  more  than  I  am  willing 
to  take ;  whaterer  may  oe  the  powers  of  Congress 
insnperrisiog  the  formation  of  State  government, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  I  tbiak  gentle- 
men will  go  with  me,  that  when  a  State  is  in  the 
Union,  and  one  of  the  United  States,  her  consti- 
tation and  laws  are  beyond  the  inspection,  or  re- 
vision, or  control  of  Congress.  They  must  be 
referred  for  adjudication  and  correction  to  other 
tribunals. 

The  general  proposition  has  been  urged  by  the 
boDorable  member,  (Mr.  Shtth,)  that,  it  any 
clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  be  rqiugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  is 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  such  clause  is  utterly 
null  and  void.  This  is  true  in  law,  not  in  fact. 
But,  shall  we  sanction  a  wrong,  which,  until  rem- 
edied, we  know  will  produce  injustice  and  evil? 
This  constitution  is  submitted  to  vs.  Foe  what 
purpose^  unless  it  be  for  our  approbation  t  If  this 
submission  and  approbation  are  necessary,  can  it 
acquire  the  force  and  effect  of  a  law,  until  Con- 
gress has  aj^oved  it  ?  But  if  approved  and  put 
into  operation,  when,  by  whom,  and  how  are  its 
repugnant  provisions  to  oe  adjudged  null  and  void? 
I  tnink  one  must  have  some  skilfin  the  cultivation 
of  chances  to  determine.  This  proposition  proves 
^  too  much.  It  proves  that  every  law  or  other  mat- 
ter, which  requires  the  revision  and  saoction  of 
Congress  to  give  it  validity,  may  be  passed  with 
impunity,  our  oaths  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing, however  flagrantly  it  may  impugn  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Uoited  Statra. 

The  question  wiiether,  if  the  resolution  under 
consideration  be  rejected,  Missouri  will  remain  a 
sovereign  independent  Stat^  or  return  to  her  ter- 
ritorial condition  ?  has  been  so  fully  and  ably 
examined,  by  my  honoraUe  friend,  &e  member 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sbbqeant,)  and  my 
colleague,  (Mr.  Stobrs,)  that  I  shall  not  trespass 
Upon  your  patience  with  any  further  discussion  of 
it.  And  the  more  especially,  since  the  honorable 
memberfrom  Virginia,  (Mr.SMTTH,)  has  admitted, 
that  Missouri  cannot  be  a  sovereign  State,  and  in- 
dependent of  the  United  Stales.  If  she  cannot, 
and  if  she  be  not  now  in  full  union  and  commu* 
Dion  with  the  sister  States,  it  seems  to  follow  that 
her  condition  is  territorial. 

But  it  has  been  earnestly  contended,  that  Mis- 
souri is  now  a  member  of  this  Union — one  of  the 
United  States.   This  view  of  the  subject  has  been 
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pressed  upon  our  attention  with  miich  feeling  and 
eloquence,  by  the  honorable  chairman  Of  the  com- 
mittee, (Mr.  LowMDBS,)  who  reported  the  resolu- 
tion, as  well  as  by  the  honorable  memben  (Messrs. 
Bauboob  and  Shyth,)  from  Vi^ioia.  Aiid  is 
Missouri  a  component  part  of  the  Union  ?  Is  she 
one  of  the  United  States?  Do  not  the  submission 
of  her  constijution  to  Congress,  its  reference  to  a 
committee  of  this  House,  the  report  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  the  resolution  we  are  now  discussing, 
all  admit  that  she  is  not?  But  if  in  truth  she  be 
a  member  of  (he  Federal  family,  why  is  her  con- 
stitution on  our  desks?  We  have  no  business 
with  it.  The  time  has  gone  by.  Coiigress  lus 
no  more  right  to  approve  or  condemn  it,  tlun  it 
has  the  constitution  of  Maine  or  Virginia. 

When  did  Missouri  become  a  membn  of  (his 
Union?  It  is  said,  from  the  time  she  formed  her 
constitution.  I  shall  not  enter  into  a  verbal  criti- 
cism upon  the  language  of  the  law  which  authsr- 
ized  her  to  form  a  constitution.  A  more  interesting 
question  presents  itself.  It  is  this:  can  Congress 
admit  a  Stale  (to  be  formed  from  its  territory)  into 
this  Union,  prospectively?  As  for  instance,  sup- 
pose Congress,  in  the  law  authorizing  the  people 
of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  nad  enacted 
that,  on  the  ISth  of  July,  1820,  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri will  have  become  a  member  of  this  Union, 
and' from  and  after  that  day  she  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  United  States.  The  question  is 
not  so  much  what  Congress  has  done,  as  what 
Congress  has  a  right  to  oo.  The  powers  of  Con- 
gress, although  sovereign,  are  limited.  These 
powers  cannot  be  ezee«Ied.  A  portion  of  this 
sovereignty  may  be  delegated  to  the  people  of 
Missouri.  But  not  unqualmedly,  as  to  the  form 
and  manner  of  its  execution.  Because,  if  unqual- 
ifiedly^ they  might  extort  the  sanction  of  Congress 
to  a  form  of  government  which  notoriously  vio- 
lated the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This 
will  be  more  distinctly  seen  by  examining  the  ne- 
cessary powers  and  requisites  in  the  admission  of 
new  States,  and  the  obligation  of  the  nation 
towards  them  when  admitted.  The  Federal  Con- 
stitution provides,  "that  new  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted hy  the  Congress  into  this  Union and  that 
''the  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State 
in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  government." 
There  must  be  a  State  formed,  or  to  be  formed. 
If  from  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  as  was 
the  case  of  Missouri,  it  is  to  be  form  d,  and  this 
formation  can  only  be  by  the  permissifin  and  au- 
thority of  Congress.  As  Congress  cannot  right- 
fully execute  a  given  ppwen  so  as  to  violate  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  would  aj^iear 
to  follow  that  the  same  power  could  not  be  right- 
fully executed  by  any  other  body  of  men  so  as  to 
conflict  with  the  provisioDs  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution. But  every  State,  howsoever  formed,  when 
admitted,  must  have  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. Is  it  not  necessary  that  we  should  have  the 
means  of  judging  of  this  form?  Yet  how  can 
we  judge,  in  our  legislative  capacity,  unless  the 
instrument  be  submitted  to  us?  And  if  submitted, 
it  must  be  done  before  the  State  becomes  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union.   Suppose,  then,  that  Missouri 
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had  ia  fact  become  one  of  the  United  States  in 
July  last^and  that  you  now  discovered  that  her 
constitatton,  instead  of  containiog  provisions  for  a 
Governor  and  Senators  to  be  elected  by  the  people, 
bore  on  its  frontispiece  a  crown  and  sceptre,  and 
contained  provisions  for  a  King  and  an  hereditary 
Senate  7  This  is  a  possible  case.  It  is  one  of  the 
cases  provided  for  by  the  Constitution.  For  the 
United  States,  the  faith,  honor,  and  strength  of 
the  nation  are  pledged  to  guaranty  a  repuolican 
form  of  ^vernment.  What  could  you  do?  Shake 
hAods'with  royalty?  This  would  be  anti-repub- 
lican. Would  Toa  remit  it  to  the  Judiciary  )  The 
Jodiciaiy  could  afford  no  relief.  What  then  ?  Le- 
gislate It  right?  This  would  be  cbnstltntion- 
making.  No,  sir,  your  parchment  would  not  do. 
Force  must  be  aj^ied,  and  the  decision  left  to  the 
sword.  If  this  possible  state  of  things  may  happen, 
altbot^fa  it  may  not  disprove  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  admit  a  State  prospectively,  yet  does  it 
Dot  atterly  discountenance  the  policy,  and  ^  very 
far  to  denv  the  right  of  prospective  admission  t 

In  speaiiog  of  a  resort  to  the  sword,  I  beg  to  be 
tmderstood  as  referring  exclusively  to  the  supposed 
case.  I  do  not  mean  to  intimate  that  serious  con- 
sequences are  to  follow  the  rejection  of  this  reso- 
lution. I  have  no  such  apprehensions.  If  I  had, 
still  I  would  preserve  inviolate  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution as  my  only  political  hope. 

But  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  before  us, 
and,  in  my  judgment^properly ;  for  I  cannot  bring 
myself  to  .believe  that  Missouri  is  now  one  of  the 
United  States  She  could  not  be  one  without  the 
assent  of  Congress.  I  cannot  learn  that  this  as- 
sent ha$  ever  been  given ;  or,  indeed,  that  it  could 
have  been  given,  consistently  with  tiie  principles 
and  safety  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Is  it 
proper  for  then,  and  are  we  bound,  to  examine 
the  constitution  thus  presented  to  us,  and  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  be,  or  be  not,  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States?  I  think  this 
matter  is  cognizable  by  us,  because  we  are  sworn 
to  support  the  Federal  Constitution.  What  more 
effectual  or  permanent  support  can  we  give  than 
to  take  care  that  no  person,  high  or  low,  shall  be 
deprived  of  a  single  privilege  or  immunity  which 
this  Constitution  secures  to  him?  If,  then,  the 
Misaoim  consdtntion,  sanctioned  by  us,  should, 
intermediate  the  time  of  its  going  into  operation 
add  the  decision  of  the  Federal  courts  ujmn  it,  de- 
prive any  cifizen,  or  other  person,  of  hu  Fcoeral 
rigbts,  or  pmil^s,  or  immunities,  wotdd  it  not 
be  in  conae^aence  of  our  sanction  ?  For,  without 
that,  could  It  hare  any  operation  ?  The  right  to 
determine  does  not  depend  upon  the  degree  of  re- 
pugnancy, or  upon  the  extent  and  magnitude  of 
Che  injury  which  may  be  produced,  but  upon  the 
question,  is  it  repugnant,  and  will  it  injure  and 
oppress  the  citizen  in  its  operation?  Some  cases 
of  palpable  and  flagrant  repugnancy  have  been 
meDtioned.  I  wIU  not  trouble  me  House  with  the 
repetition  of  them  in  this  place,  particularly  as  my 
honorable  friend  ^Mr.  Lowndes)  from  South  Car- 
olina has,  in  the  liberality  of  his  mindj  justly  coo- 
eeded  that  there  might  be  cases  in  which  it  would 
become  the  duty  of  Congress  to  reject  a  constitu- 
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tion ;  and  he  supposed  the  case  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  Congress,  whose  term  of  service 
should  be  different  from  that  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This  conces- 
sion was  necessary  in  the  supposed  case,  because 
it  would  manifestly  impugn  the  powers  and  privi- 
l^es  of  ^the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
and  the  Judiciary  could  afford  no  relief. 

I  am  entirely  opposed, sir,  to  remitting  this  mat- 
ter to  the  Judiciary.  Why  send  it  to  the  Judiciary 
for  adjudication  ?  It  may  be  years  or  a^  before 
it  reaches  that  tribunal.  In  the  meanume,  hun- 
dreds of  American  citizens  may  be  demved  of 
their  rights,  oppressed,  and  persecuted.  Wlio  is  to' 
take  their  part?  It  requires  money  and  friends  to 
regain  lost  rights.  Mainr  sound  objections  have 
been  urged  by  those  who  have  preceded  me  against 
this  inference.  I  shall  content  myself  with  slating 
one  further  objection.  It  is  this :  A  free  n^ro  or 
mulatto  of  the  District  of  Columbia  may  take  and 
hold  real  estate  in  Missouri.  This,  I  think,  will 
not  be  denied ;  and,  to  make  the  case  the  stronger, 
suppose  he  derives  the  title  to  his  land  directly 
from  the  United  States.  Now. by  the  constitution, 
of  MissourL  he  is  not  only  excluded  from  the  pos- 
session of  his  land,  but  is  prevented  from  coming 
into  the  State  and  contesting  his  claims  in  the 
courts  there,  and  the  doors  of  the  Federal  courts 
are  barred  aeainst  him.  They  cannot  entertain 
his  claim  and  afford  him  relief  because  he  is  not 
ft  citizen  of  a  State.  How  is  this  to  be  autwered? 
Or  is  the  sufferer  to  be  turned  off  remediless  ?  And 
will  yon  thus  permit  individual  wrong  to  accumu- 
late? Or  will  you  rather  prevent  it,  by  staying 
the  operation  of  the  only  cause  which  can  pro- 
due  it? 

Are  our  free  n^roes  and  mnlattoes  citizens  ? 
This  is  a  deeply  interesting  question,  both  as  it  re- 
spects them  and  the  nation.  The  report  of  the 
committee  seems  to  admit  that  some  of  them  are 
citizens,  because  it  says  that  a  large  class  of  them 
"cannot  be  considered  as  citizens  of  any  State." 
The  honorable  members  (Messrs.  Babbodr  and 
Smtth)  from  Virginia  deny  that  they  are  citizens. 
But  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Bahboob)  from  Virginia 
who  first  spok&  will  permit  me  to  say,  that  I  tnink 
his  definition  of  a  citizen  proves  too  mttch;  for  it 
proves  that  the  Jews  of  Butyland  are  not  citizens 
of  Maryland,  although  their  fathers  end  their  an- 
cestors nave  resided  tnere  since  the  days  of  Lord 
Baltimore.  A  definition  may  destroy  a  right,  but 
never  can  create  a  right.  Facts  and  ^perience  in 
politics  and  morals  are  better  than  definitions. 
What,  therefore,  are  some  of  the_peculiar  and  dis- 
tinctive characteristica  of  a  citizen  of  a  State? 
They  are,  the  right  of  passing,  freely  and  unmo- 
lested, from  town  to  town,  and  place  to  place, 
within  the  State,  and  the  right  of  residing,  at 
pleasure,  in  any  part  of  the  same.  That  these 
rights  belong  to  every  one  entitled  to  the  high  pri- 
vity of  citizen,  I  think  will  not  be  denied. 

But  these  rights  are  also  common  to  all  free 
persons,  of  every  age  and  sex,,  within  the  State, 
except  aliens,  lunatics,  vagaboQdS|  and  criminals ; 
because  their  possesion  and  exercise  are  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  the  social  relations,  of  life,  and 
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to  the  preservation  of  the  State.  Indeed,  vastly 
thegreaterit  proportion  of  the  citizens  of  a  State 
have  no  other  external  mark  of  their  citizenship. 
Females  and  minors  caonot  be  elected  to  office,  or 
vote,  or  sit  on  juries,  or  be  subjected  to  taxes,  as  a 
general  rule.  These  persons  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  citizenship,  and  the  iromuoity  of  the  laws  of 
the  State,  to  which  they  must  demean  themselres, 
ai  completely  as  the  man  who  has,  in  addition, 
the  qualification  of  a  voter,  or  a  juryman.  What^ 
then,  is  the  meaning  of  that  great  clause  in  the 
Federal  Constitution,  which  declares  that  "the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  Be  entitled  to  all  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States?"  This  has  been  called  the  basis  of  the 
Union.  As  I  undtrstand  this  clause,  it  does  away 
the  disability  of  alienism.  Without  it,  the  citi- 
zens of  each  State  would  be  aliens  to  every  other 
State,  and  could  not,  of  right,  enter  another  State 
without  a  passport.   It  confers  the  same  conunon 

Krivileges  and  immunities  upon  the  citizens  of 
laryland,  for  instance,  in  reference  to  the  United 
States,  as  ihe  citizens  of  Maryland  possess  in  ref- 
erence to  that  State.  Hence,  a  citizen  of  Mary- 
land mav  pass  into  and  about  tne  State  of  Virginia, 
and  reside  there,  subtjectins  himself  to  the  laws  of 
Virginia,  as  he  was  bouna  to  do  to  the  laws  of 
Maryland :  becatue  in  Maryland  hepossessed  these 
riebts,  and  owed  this  obedience.  But  it  does  not 
follow,  nor  is  it  at  all  necessary  that  because  he 
was  a  voter  or  a  juryman  in  Maryland,  he  must 
be  either  the  one  or  the  other  in  Virginia.  If  this 
reasoning  be  correct,  then  these  essential  rights  of 
citizenship  are  secured,  and  each  State  left  in  full 
possession  of  its  obligation  and  powers  to  protect 
Its  peaceable  citizens  and  defend  Itself  against 
violeoce  and  crime. 

From  what  has  been  said,  I  think  it  may  be 
fairly  concluded  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
are  citizens,  unless  some  positive  act  of  disfran- 
chisement can  be  shown.  But  I  b^  leave,  sir,  to 
examine  this  matter  in  another  point  of  view.  I 
am  constrained  to  believe  that  these  persons  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  such,  have  a 
right  peaceably  to  pass  through,  or  reside  in,  any 
part  of  the  United  States. 

The  Federal  Constitution,  so  far  as  X  can  un- 
derstand it,  recognises  and  knows  but  two  de- 
scriptions of  freemen,  for  the  question  under  dis- 
cussion concerns  freemen  only,  and  I  shall  avoid, 
if  possible,  any  mention  of  the  other  class  of  per- 
sons. These  descriptions  are  citizens  and  aliens. 
I  sh^tl  not  go  into  an  examination  of  the  law^i  or 
practice  of  ancient  or  modem  nations  to  ascertaio 
the  national  character  of  their  inhabitants.  Their 
constitutions  are  unlike  ours,  and  if  in  ours  there 
be  any  other  designation  of  the  national  character 
of  freemen  than  that  of  citizens  or  aliens,  what  is 
it?  1  bare  said  that  Congress  only  could  natu- 
ralize aliens — that  is,  persons  who  owe  alliance 
to  a  foreign  Qorernment.  But  a  slave  Has  no 
country,  and  owes  no  allegiance,  accept  to  his 
master.  How,  then,  is  he  an  alien?  If  restored 
to  his  liberty,  and  made  a  freeman,  what  is  his 
national  character?  It  must  be  determined  by  the 
Federal  Constitatioii>  and  withmt  rrfetenee  to 
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policy ;  for  it  respects  personal  liberty.  Is  it  not 
that  of  citizen  or  alien?  But  it  has  been  shown 
that  he  is  not  an  alien.  May  we  not,  therefor^ 
conclude,  nay,  are  we  not  bound  to  conclude,  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States?  Now,  per- 
mit me  to  say  that  it  is  one  of  the  inestimable 
privileges  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  pass, 
immole^ted,  through  the  several  States,  and  to  re- 
side where  it  may  best  suit  his  health  and  conTe* 
nience.  Indeed,  sir,  this  is  the  essential  feature  in 
the  federal  character  of  an  American  citizen.  If, 
therefore,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  citizens 
of  the  United  Slates,  does  not  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  conflict  with  the  Foieral  Constitution, 
although  they  may  not  be  citizens  of  a  State? 
But  some  of  tnem,  at  least,  are  citizens  of  a  State. 

Facts  are  better  than  theories.  In  many  of  the 
States  they  are  recognised  as  citizens,  and,  among 
other  things,  are  eligible  to  office,  entitled  to  hold 
real  estate,  to  vote,  to  sue  and  be  sued.  In  some 
of  the  States,  their  fathers,  with  ours,  fought  the 
battles  of  the  Revolution.  Vermont  was  not  one 
of  the  original  thirteen  States ;  she  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  in  1791,  and  had  then,  and  stiU 
has,  free  n^roes  and  mulattoe^  whose  citizenship, 
by  the  citizens  of  that  State,  I  believe,  has  never 
been  doubted  or  denied.  These  are  acts  within 
the  knowledge  of  honorable  gentlemen  who  hear 
me.  But  I  bi^  leave,  sir,  to  refer  to  the  case  of 
Louisiana.  By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
which  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  territory  of 
Louisiana,  it  is  stipulated  that "  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ceded  territory  shall  be  admitted,  &c.f  to  all 
the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States."  The  term  itthabii(KUt  is 
used.  It  is  a  comprehensive  term ;  and  whether 
it  includes  slaves,  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  in- 
quire. It  clearly  includes  fremmf  and  consequent- 
ly free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  unless  excepted. 
And.  if  excepted,  permit  me  to  say  it  belongs  to 
gentlemen  opposed  to  me  to  show  where  and  now 
they  are  excepted.  The  Slate  of  Louisiana  was 
formed  from  a  part  of  the  ceded  territonr,  and  a^ 
mitted  into  the  Union ;  and  are  not  the  free  ne- 
^oes  and  mulattoes  in  that  State  citizens  of  Loa- 
isiana  ?  They  were  made  citizens  of  the  United 
States  by  the  treaty;  and,  in  nur  jndgm«tt,  they 
became  citizens  of  the  Stale  when  the  State  be> 
came  a  member  of  this  Union. 

As  connected  with  the  question,  who  is  a  citizen 
of  a  State?  I  will  refer  again  to  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. It  is  there  declared  that  the  judicial 
power  Khali  extend  (among  other  cases)  to  con- 
troversies "  between  citizens  of  diflerent  States." 
Now,  any  person  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  who 
can  prosecute  a  citizen  of  Virginia,  under  this 
clause,  must  be  a  citizen  of  Maryland ;  and  so  of 
every  other  State.  Is  not  this  a  sure  criterion  of 
citizenship?  Who,  then,  can  prosecute  ?  Is  there 
a  freeman  in  the  nation,  not  an  alien,  and  domi- 
ciled in  a  State,  who  cannot  jproseente  and  be 
prosecuted  in  theFederal  courts.?  If  there  be<»ie, 
It  must  be  owing  to  some  legal  disability.  Are 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  domiciled  in  a  Slate, 
under  any  disability  ?  The  Federal  Constitution 
iatcrpoHes  nou;  miul  I  kaowt^no  law  or  jndieift 
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decision  wbich  does.  The  fair  presomptioD  is, 
that  they  have  the  right  to  prosecute;  and  it  de- 
ToWes  upon  those  who  deny  the  right,  to  prove 
the  disability.  But,  if  they  can  prosecute  in  the 
Federal  coorts,  under  this  clause  in  the  Federal 
Constitution,  then  they  are  citizens  of  the  States, 
and  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  repugnaat  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  bwause  it 
acts  directly  upon  the  citizen^  and  does  not  add 
10,  but  takes  away,  his  existing  rights  and  privi- 
leges. 

But,  assuming  that  there  are  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  who  are  not  citizens  of  any  State,  it  is 
said  by  my  friend  (Mr.  Lowndes)  from  Sonth 
Carolina,  that  the  exceptionable  clause  in  the  con- 
sttmtioa  of  Missouri  is  to  be  so  construed  as  to 
apply  to  them  only.  The  power  givm  to  the  Le- 
piuatore  is  mandatory ;  the  language  of  the  clause 
u  general,  and,  in  terms,  applies  to  all,  and  may 
be  executed  upon  all,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes. 
I  cannot  assent  to  that  exposition  of  a  power  which 
would  establish  one  rule  in  Maine  and  another  in 
M tasoori.  No,  sir,  this  is  Constitutional  law,  and 
does  not  speak  a  language  official,  and  a  language 
eonfidential.  It  means  what  it  says ;  and  uiotud 
be  coBstmed  as  it  reads.  How  do  you  expound 
other  similar  Constitutional  powers  ?  Take  the 
treaty-making  power,  for  example.  Will  yon  say 
that  you  have  a  right  to  make  a  treaty  witn  Eng- 
land, but  that  you  have  no  right  to  make  a  treaty 
with  President  Boyer— with  the  Republic  of  Hay- 
ti  ?  Take  also  the  power  to  naturalize.  Does  it 
iDclude  the  subjects  of  England  and  France,  and 
exclude  those  of  Penia  and  China?  How,  then, 
mder  a  positive  grant  of  power  to  {wevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  into  a  State, 
win  you  admit  some  and  exclude  others  ? 

I  must  solicit  your  indulgence,  sir,  for  a  few 
minutes  more,  while  I  examine  this  subject  in 
reference  to  existing  treaties,  and  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress. These  treaties  and  laws,  if  made  pursuant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land.  Does  not  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri  plainly  violate  the  provisions  and 
stipulations  of  existing  treaties  1  I  have  already 
had  occasion  to  refer,  for  another  purpose,  to  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  for  the  cession  of  Looisi- 
aoa  to  the  United  States.  Has  the  time  gone  by 
when  the  stipnlation  in  that  article  is  no  longer 
binding?  How  are  the  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes in  the  territorv  of  Arkansas  to  be  excluded 
from  the  State  of  Missouri?  Does  Missouri  pos- 
aeas  tfaepower  of  dtsfVanchising  a  citizen  of  the 
United  State*— of  destroying  the  federal  rights  of 
an  American  citizen  ?  If  not,  are  we  at  lilKrty  to 
sanction  an  instrument,  the  opmtion  of  which, 
nntil  arrested  by  the  tardy  arm  of  the  law,  will 
impair  and  may  destroy  these  federal  rights?  But 
this,  sir^  is  not  all.  By  the  existiag  trea^  between 
the  tJnited  States  and  Great  Britain,  it  is  stipula- 
ted that  "  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  countries  re- 
spectively shall  have  libnty  freely  and  securely 
to  ot>m£,  ax.,  and  to  remain  and  retide  t»  oay  parti 
of  the  said  territories  respectively."  The  sub- 
stance of  this  ravvision  is  found  is  the  treaty  be- 
twam  na  and  Swatei ;  aadlbdieninncazljall 
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the  commercial  treaties  which  we  have  made  with 
the  nations  of  Europe.  Indeed,  sir,  provisions  of 
this  sort  are  essential  to  the  successful  operations 
of  commerce,  and  to  the  preservation  of  our  com- 
mercial relations.  The  Missouri  constitution  in- 
fracts  this  provision  in  the  treaty,  by  excluding 
from  hn  limits  the  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  lu 
the  Ganadas  and  of  the  other  British  possessioDs, 
who  may  wish  to  go  and  reside  in  the  State*  of 
Missouri  for  commercial  purpoHes.  It  does  more: 
the  principle  of  it  strikes  at  tne  root  of  the  com- 
mercial relations  between  the  several  States,  and 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations. 

Once  more,  and  I  have  done.  Congress  has 
passed  law^  oSering  bounties  in  land,  to  induce 
persons  to  enter  into  Uie  Army  of  the  United 
States.  They  have  entered,  done  their  duty,  and 
received  a  title  to  tli«r  land)  among  them  are 
many  free  negroes  and  mdattoes.  Suppose  they 
are  not  citizens  of  a  State.  Missouri  says  they 
shall  not  enjoy  the  bounty  of  their  Qovernment 
Nay,  more,  they  shall  not  have  the  humble  privi- 
lege of  contesting  their  rights  in  her  courts  of  jua* 
tice.  Did  not  the  Federal  Government,  in  giving 
the  title,  pledge  its  faith  and  honor  to  secure  the 
possession  and  the  enjoyment?  I  humbly  con- 
ceive it  did ;  and  that  these,  as  well  as  the  proudest 
American  citizens,  are  eminently  entitled  to  our 
protection,  for  they  have  endured  war  and  peril, 
hare  wasted  their  strength,  and  shed  their  blood, 
in  fighting  the  battles  of  their  country. 

When  Mr.  Strong  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  reso- 
lution be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  b«n^  taken  thereon,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  73,  nays  90,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexaaderi  Anilenon,  Ar- 
cher of  Viixinis,  Baker,  BaklniQ,  Barbour,  Beaeher* 
Bloomfleld,  Brevard,  BrowD*  Brash,  Biyan,  Bartoo, 
Barwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  CoU>,  Cocke,  Qrowell, 
DiekiDBon,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fisher, 
h\oj6,  Ford,  Garnett,  aorbam.  Gray,  Hall  of  NorUi 
t^aralina.  Hill,  Jackaon,  JohnaoD,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tenneiaes,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreaiy, 
McLaoe  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentacky,  Maigs, 
Mercer,  Metealf,  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale, 
Nelflon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckoey.  Randolph,  Rankin,  Re0d,Rhea.  Shaw,  8im- 
kiaa,  Sloeumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  A.  amytb  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina*  Southard,  Storn,  Strong  of  V.ermoDt, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingeo,  Terret),  Toaip- 
kins,  'i'riuiUe,  Tyler,  Walker.  Warfield,  WiUiuna  of 
Virginia,  and  Williama  of  North  Carolina. 

Nais — Mesarg.  Adama,  Allen  of  Maa«achusetta, 
Alien  of  New  York,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Ball,  Bato- 
man,  Bodeo,  Buffmaa,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Caoipbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Davidaon, 
Dennison,  Dewitt,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot, 
Forreat,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Grosa  of  Penn- 
•ylvania,  Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Harden,  Baxanl,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hibsbman, 
Bottha,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinaey,  Ciasley,  lAtbrop* 
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Lincoln,  Linn,  Livennoie,  McCulloagfa,  Msllary, 
Marchand,  Meech^  Mouell,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Mor- 
ton, MomI«7,  Murray,  Nelaoa  of  Mtmchutetti,  Over- 
■troet,  Parker  of  Manacfansetta,  Pattanon^  PheJpi, 
PhilsoD,  Plamer,  Rich,  Ridiarda,  Riebmond,  Robert- 
•on,  Roger*,  Ro«,  Run,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Sibbee, 
Moan,  Smitli  of  Maryland,  SteTeoa,  Street,  Tarr, 
TdoiUmob,  TracTf  Tnektr  of  Sonifa  Caiottaa,  Uphani, 
Vao  BanaMlaw,  Willaoa,  WaDdorar,  and  WhiUaaB. 

The  qaestioa  was  then  statod,  shall  the  reaola- 
tiini  be  enipwssed,  and  read  a  third  time  ?  And 
ddiate  arisiDg  thereon,  the  House  adjourned. 


MoHDAT,  December  11. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of  Maine, 
late  a  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Josefs 
Dame,  elected  to  nimily  the  Tacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignatioQ  of  John  Hcdmea,  appeared^  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

John  A.  CnrsBEBT,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
also  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  SfiBOBANT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, delivered  the  foUowlog  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary  to  whom  waa  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  LegislatiTfl  CoqncU  and 
Hotua  of  RepfvaenUtiTei  of  the  Tatritoiy  of  AifcansBi, 
cemplaiaiog  of  the  delay  and  dMial  of  jnatica  from 
tha  naglaet  and  noMttandanee  of  tbejudfea  aj^mnt* 
ed  fcr  that  Territoiy,  rapoMp- 

That,  if  the  canae  of  eoiB|rfaint  Hilt  continued,  it 
would  ceitainJj  call  ftr  the  intarpoaitien  of  this  Houae 
to  endeaTor  to  remove  it.  But,  upon  inqairy  at  the 
Dapartmaot  of  Bute,  the  comoHttae  have  had  the 
latiafaation  to  learn  that  tha  two  judgm  of  whom  the 
complaint  was  made,  have  reaigned,  and  otbera  have 
baen  appointed  to  their  plaoe,  who  il  i*  hoped  and  be- 
lieved will  fc«l  a  just  Mnse  of  the  daty  iImc  belongs 
to  their  atation,  and  perform  it  accordingly.  in 
this  reipeet,  thara  shoald  again  be  a  failwta,  it  will 
then  be  naceaMuy  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  soma 
act  which  frill  not  only  mark  it  with  decisive  leproba* 
tian,  but  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  its  recnirenee. 
Iliay,  therefore,  offer  the  fallowing  reiolotiDn  : 

Jtuehed,  That  the  committee  be  diachargad  from 
the  fiiTiber  coneideration  of  the  memorial. 

And  the  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB.made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Rosalie  ,P.  Destonde,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for 
her  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to.a  GonuQ^tee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwihj  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  reqtiired  to  commiuicate  to  this  House 
uy  infornution  which  may  have  been  received 
I9  that  deputment}  tovnhiu  any  alterations  in 
the  eomntncial  laws  or  regnutkMis  of  any  of  the 
nations  of  Europe^  which  may  hare  been  made  or 
adcmted  since  the  year  1817. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bdtlbb,  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing,  by  law,  for  prohibiting  printers  and  edi- 
tors of  newspapeia,  and  all  other  persons  who  are 
praprietors  of  any  such  printing  establishment,  or 
u  any  way  concerned  in  the  publication  of  news- 
papers, from  being  mail  contractors  or  postmasters, 
asia  also  ju-ohitetiBg  postmastars  from  being  jaail 
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contractors,  or  being  en^iloyed  in  the  conveyance 
of  the  mail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  eleventh  section  <^ 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  reguiatiag  processes 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  ana  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts 
andforjarors  and  witnesses^"  providing  for  the 
removal  of  suits  and  actions  m  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Whitman  submitted  the  following;  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  ordeied  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  one  day  : 

Seaoked,  That  the  16th  rule,  in  relation  to  the 
*■  order  of  bsMnesa  of  the  day,"  be  ao  6r  altered,  that 
tha  Speaker,  in  calling  for  patitions,  ahall  hmaftw 
begin  by  calling  for  pelitioiu  from  Maine. 

THE  DEFENCE  OF  BALTIMORE. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Cooimittee  of  Claime,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merohuits  of  Baltimore,  for  com- 
pensation fw  vessels  sunk  in  the  haibor  of  that . 
city,  to  prevent  the  approach  of  the  British  ship* 
ping  in  the  Fall  of  the  year  1814,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  their  rdief;  which  was  read  twie^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whdc 
The  rqwrt  is  as  follows : 

That,  in  the  month  of  St^kember,  1 814,  sondry^  ves- 
sels belonging  to  the  memsrialiils  w«a  taken  by  pub- 
lic authority,  and  sonk  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  of 
Bidtiraorv,  to  present  the  Teasels  of  the  enemy  from 
entering  that  harbor. 

On  the  7di  March,  1815,  the  Sacretsfyof  War 
wrote  to  Colonel  Pant  Beotidou,  qaartermaater  gen- 
eral at  Baltimore,  aa  follows :  "  As  Uie  ownen  of  the 
tcsmIs  which  were  annk  at  Baltimore  will  now  be- 
come very  importunate,  and  aa  yon  probably  can- 
not raise  tkem  fast  enough  to  meet  their  wUhea  and 
expectations,  you  may,  therefore,  permit  indiridnals  to 
raise  their  own  veneb  for  a  stipulated  snm,  or  in  soch 
other  manner  aa  may,  in  yotir  <^nion,  be  compatible 
with  the  pnUictnteroet,  as  it  is  my  wish  that  yon  ahonld 
givft  every  facility  to  tha  raiataig  of  thoss  vessels  whidi 
may  be  consistent  vrtlh  aeoaomy  and  the  pablic  in- 
tereat.  As  thn«  no  Jonbt  will  be  many  a^ioations 
to  Congress  Iqr  indMdnab  owniqg  those  vessels  fbr 
compensalion  wr  damagei^  by  iajoriaa  either  to  their 
vesaeta  or  rigging,  while  snnk,  it  would  be  advisable 
that  soffti  damages  lAautd  be  duly  ascartatBsd,  in  aoeh 
manner  as  you  may  thii^  beat,  at  the  tirno  the  vesssls 
are  raspeatively  raised,  and  a  report  thereof  made  to 
this  office." 

In  purananee  of  these  in^actioni^  threa  r^nsctap 
Ua  duisBS  of  Baltimore,  one  an  "  experienced'^ ihip- 
carpeom,  one  a  ship-joiner,  and  .  the  other  a  ship-chan- 
dler, were  appointed  to  survey  the  aaid  vessels,  and 
appraiee  the  damages ;  and,  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber following,  a  retarn  of  the  amount  assesaed  upon 
each  veud  was  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and^ 
in  April,  1616,  an  appropiiatioo  was  made  to  the 
amount  of  the  several  sobs  thns  asssssed,  which  was 
subseq^nently  distribatad  amnig  the  d^nanta. 

On  tha  7th  of  Jaonary,  1817,  the  ovmars  of  the 
vassals  prasented  tfaeir  mamorial  to  Coi^res^  dumiag 
a  fiirther  allowaooa,  alleging  that  tiio  sum  previoosly 
awarded  them  was  "not  raffietant  to  pay  aoe'ibartlL 
nptam  of  ntmag"  uid  that  the  aj^nieelnenk 
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'oidtmM^M  bad  been  made  witboat  "their  koowledte 
or  eoDCDiTeace."  Upon  thia  memorial  there  baa  been 
no  dMiaioD  b;  Coogreas;  and,  on  the  l£th  of  Febrn- 
try  laat,  Jamea  U.  t^auaiea,  one  of  tho  memorialiata, 
urged  hia  claim  anew  upon  the  conaideralion  of  Cod- 
grcM  in  a  aeparate  mBmormlf  and,  to  th»  nuona  ore- 
TOOaly  aaa^oed  why  Airther  compeoaation  ahonla  be 
made,  baa  aubjoined  a  claim  for  a  per  diem  altowanee 
fnm  the  Ihne  hia  mael  waa  lunk  till  the  repaira  were 
ooBpletecl,  which  he  allegea  to  have  been  two  han- 
dred  and  nioe^-fiiar  daya.  Ha  alao  alle^  that  the 
venel  was  in  good  repair  whan  sunk  ;  that  the  repaira, 
after  it  waa  raiaed,  coat  08 ;  and  that  irrepar- 

able iojory  waa  done  b;  aiokiog,  to  the  amooot  of 
$1,000,  which,  with  96  per  daj  fof  damnmge,  makci 
an  agfiegaleof  $6,069  08;  and  dedneting  therefrom 
fA7I^  the  aoMiuit  awaided  bin  bf  the  appraiaw«»  be 
daima  a  bidaaee  from  the  .Goraniment  of  $5,384  03, 
$3M  more  than  hia  witneaaea  prove  hia  veMct  to  have 
been  worth  hefcre  it  waa  aunk. 

Eqaal  and  exact  jtiatice  raa;  not  have  been  done 
by  the  aarveyora  who  appraiaed  the  damagea ;  but  it 
ie  difficult  to  perceive  what  'meaiurea  could  now  be 
adopted  that  would  be  mora  likely  to  eflect  the  object. 
The  anrrey  and  appraiaement  waa  made  by  three  of 
the  citiiena  of  Baltimore,  of  acknowledged  akill  and 
Tcapeetability,  who  appear  to  bare  commenced  their 
labora  on  the  26tb  of  March,  1816,  and  to  have  con- 
eluded  them  on  the  15th  of  Aagnst  of  the  aame  year ; 
and  At  minateaeaa  of  their  aarvey,  (of  which  their 
recorda  furoiah  proof,)  together  with  the  time  their 
attention  moat  have  been  drawn  to  the  aabject,  forbid 
the  preanmption  that  the  bnaineaa  of  their  appointment 
ooold  have  been  lightly  paaaed  over.  And  were  it 
evan  admitted  that  tb^  eooU  hava  been  inflaeoced 
\if  partial  conaMeiatioBa,  it  woald  aeem  at  leaat  piob> 
aUe  that  their  portialitiee  muat  have  inclined  tbem  to 
the  aide  of  their  fellow-citisana  rather  than  to  that  of 
the  Government.  It  ia  beUeved,  then,  that  it  WMild 
be  inexpedient  to  author ixa  an  additional  allowance 
for  damagea. 

The  committee  arc,  however,  of  the  opinion  that,  ao 
Ux  aa  relatea  to  demurrage,  the  memorialiata  are  enti- 
tled to  »ii^  allhongfa,  nntil  the  last  aeaaion,  no  claim 
t^thatdiaracter  appeara  to  have  been  urged  opon  the 
attention  of  Congreaa.  Two  of  the  aurveyora  have 
certified  (and  ^e  fact  ia  alio  eatabliahed  by  their  rec- 
ords) that  they  made  no  allowance  "  for  the  deteriora- 
tion of  the  veaaeU and  it  ia  eqoally  trae  that  none 
was  made  for  the  detention  from  their  ownera. 

Aailia  impracticable  to  aaeertain  what  income,  if 
any,  would  have  been  derived  from  the  oae  of  the  vei- 
•ela  antaMdent  to  the  doaa  of  the  war,  bid  thi^  not 
been  auk,  it  ia  beliavad  aa  anbatantlal  juaUee  aa  ia 
praeticaUe  in  the  eaae  will  have  been  done  abonid  a 
rmaondrie  daily  aUowanea  be  made,  from  the  doae  of 
the  war  to  the  end  of  a  neeeaaary  pniod.  Sot  repoiiing 
the  iojoriea;  and  fitr  tUa  poipoae  the  OBmmittee  re- 
port a  bill. 

[Tha  following  doeomenu  were  aabaequently  commn- 
nieated  to  the  Hooae  of  Repreaentativea.] 

CariToi^  February  19,  1830. 
8iB :  A  memorial  from  certain  merchanta  of  Balti- 
more (claiming  compeoaation  for  injary  auatained  by 
their  veaaalB  wtaieh  had  been  annk  by  1^1  anUwrity 
for  the  preaarvalioa  of  that  city)  baa  been  labmitted 
to  the  Committee  of  Claima,  over  which  yon  preaide. 
1  had  fiven.  prior  to  yotii  bat  reptnt,  a  verbal  atate- 
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m«nt  to  yon. .  The  report  and  mamorial  baring  bean 
recommitted,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  to  year  com- 
mittee a  detailed  statement  in  wHting.  • 

In  the  year  1612  I  oommanded  in  Baltimore.  The 
enemy  appeared  off  the  month  of  the  river,  and  threat* 
enM  the  city.  To  prevent  an  attempt  to  paaa  the 
fort,  I  catued  a  namber  of  veaaeb  to  be  mooKd,  head 
to  atem,  from  the  fort  to  the  oppoaite  pirint,  prepared 
for  nnking.  The  enemy  did  not  atucfc  daring  tlut 
year,  and  the  voaaela  were  returned  to  their  ownora. 
'rhe  expenae  of  repairing  the  injary  aaatained  by  their 
expoanre  to  the  weather  was  paid  liy  the  city.  Thia 
occurrence  called  my  attention  to  the  aubject,  and  I 
aobmitted  a  bill  (in  Senate)  which  waa  aigoed  on 
Jaly  16, 1813,  entitied  "An  act pxovidingfortlu  further 
defence  of  the  porta  and  harbora  of  the  United  Statea," 
which  auttiorized  the  ainktog  of  butka  or  veaaela  aa 
impedimenta  to  the  entrance  of  the  aliipa  of  the  enemy 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  Statea,  and  apprt^ated 
the  sum  of  $:}50,000  to  defray  any  expenae  that  might 
occur  ID  consequence. 

Subsequent  to  the  attack  on  WashingtoD,  I  waa 
again  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Statea,  as 
commander  at  Baltimore,  and  made  a  rcqaiaitimi  on 
the  city  for  veaaela  to  he  annk ;  a  aufficient  number 
were  delivered  to  Commodore  Bodgera,  (then  acting 
with  a  body  of  seamen  in  concert  with  me,)  and  annk 
under  hia  direction. 

The  enemy  attacked  by  land  and  water,  and  having 
completely  failed  in  both,  they  evacuated  the  Cheaa- 
peake;  and,  being  aaperaedcd  in  my  command,  I  took 
my  aeat  in  the  Senate.  Aware  of  the  injury  the 
aanken  vessel*  would  aoslain,  I  requested  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  Colonel  Monroe,  to  direct  Commediwe 
Barney,  who  had  a  number  of  aeamen  noder  hia  cem- 
mand,  to  eaoae  the  veaaela  to  be  raiaed ,  and  an  order 
waa  aent  to  that  eflisct,  but  was  not  executed.  The 
commodore  alleged  that  his  men  had  not  been  paid, 
and  bad  not  clothing  sufficient  for  luch  work.  I  then 
requested  the  Secretary  to  direct  the  quartermaster 
general,  Colonel  Bentalou,  to  cause  the  veasela  to  be 
raiaed.  The  Winter  had  set  in ;  few  were  raiaed ;  and 
moat  of  the  veasela  remained  all  Winter  and  lata  in  the 
Spring  under  water,  and  mnat  have  auatained  great 
injury.  I  also  recommended  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
the  propriety  of  appointing  appraisera  to  value  and  aa- 
seaa  the  damage  each  vesael  had  sustained.  Thatconrae 
waa  poraned;  the  ships  were  all  raised,  and  delivered 
to  their  respective  ownen.  Three  respectable  men 
were  appointed  by  the  quartermaster  general  aa  ap- 
praisers, to  wit,  an  experienced  ahip-maater,  a  ahip- 
carpenter,  and  a  abip-amndler ;  they  visited  each  vaa. 
sel,  and  appraiaed  the  damage  or  iiqory  that  waa 
apparent. 

It  haa  been  alleged  that  moat  of  the  ownera  knew 
I  not  of  the  apin-aiaMaent  having  been  made ;  that  tlie 
I  mastera  won  not  on  board  whaa  made  ;  and  that  the 
I  appraiaera  weie  not  apprnod  of  the  real  injiiry  ana- 
;  taiaed  by  the  dealruetuo  of  the  saSa  and  rigging  on 
,  board  of  the  vessels  when  sunk,  all  which  moat  have 
'  been  completely  deatroyed  by  their  long  immersion. 
I  Such  waa  the  case  (aa  I  have  been  told)  of  the  brig  or 
I  sdiooner  Sally,  belonging  to  J.  H.  Causten.  The 
damage  auatained  by  that  veaael  was  valued  at  $676. 
Nor  was  it  poasible  for  the  appraisera,  by  a  viait  of  a 
few  houra,  toaaoertain  the  real  damugea  that  had  been 
natdned ;  they  conld  only  be  known  by  an-  attend- 
ance on  each  vcasel  while  their  renairs  were  making. 
I  had  two  vcaaeli  nuk,  and  waa  aUowcd  fo  duiagei 
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■tUfaitJ  hj  die  Adritm  4800,  wUch  hub  searuly 
paid  fi»  demag  ud  diyiny  tli«  riiip.  The  prbteipftl 
UyuiT-ehe  Buetamed  was  not  ducovend ;  sim  feaB< 
d«M  »t  eee  dariog  her  first  voykge,  jet  ebe  bmd  been 
earefally  ezunined.  I  no  within  the  emoutit  when  I 
■late  (het.  thne  times  the  sam  allowed  did  not  plu« 
her  in  the  nme  state  in  whidi  she  was  at  the  time 
■he  was  lunk.  My  vesaeb  were  raised  tiie  owneia 
tttfore  the  ice  closed  the  river,  and  m«at  haTa  euSimd 
Ims  than  otben. 

The  veseeb  were  kept  Aom  ihrir  owoen  senerallj 
fimo  six  to  dght  mOBtbs,  and  I  believe,  some  were 
longer  under  water ;  for  which  no  aUowance  whaterer 
was  made,  as  appears  bj  the  certificate  of  the  apprais- 
ers, and  for  which  they  have  a  fair  and  nndonbted 
daim.  This  detentfon  was  the  fault  of  the  Govern- 
inent,  for,  with  proper  exertion,  the  veesels  might  all 
Imve  been  raised  before  the  ice  covered  the  river. 

Tile  dMention  of  thoee  vessels  for  so  manvmonths 
was  a  most  eerions  injurf  totbedafaBanta.  The  time 
tiiegr  ««n  detained  wovid  have  enabled  the  owDua  to 
have  made  at  least  one  vojage  to  Eorepe,  and  two  or 
three  to  the  West  Indiee;  and  then  is  no  reseoo 
whatever,  Aat  I  can  conceive,  to  prevent  the  commit- 
tee from  reporting  a  Inll  allowing  the  owners  a  foir 
demnrrage  or  per  diem  allowanee  for  the  time  the  ves- 
•elq  were  detained.  A  similar  allowanee  was  made  to 
the  owners  of  scows  used  to  mske  a  floating  bridge, 
^  the  act  of  37th  April,  1816 ;  under  which  law  the 
mnum  leoeiTCd  one  dollar  per  day  for  every  day  the 
ioows  ««n  ■•  employed,  aaoantlBg  to  $%J600  fn  the 
vse  of  twenty-four  seows ;  nliilst  the  owners  of  ships 
■nnk  are  allowed  onfy  for  the  great  injury 

mstuned,  and  for  a  long  detention  of  their  vessels. 
Can  this  be  right  or  jasti 

Soon  after  Congress  met,  in  the  session  of  1815  and 
IS16,  I  applied  (o  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  valua- 
tion of  the  damsgee  assessed  for  the  vessels  that  were 
sunk,  and  to  know  whether  he  was  prepared  to  pay 
^ba  amount  to  the  respective  ownen.  Ue  put  into 
ny  hand  the  fis^  (a  eopf  of  iriiidi  you  have,)  and  ob- 
■BTved  Aat  the  valnttloa  ^tpeared  to  be  very  low,  bat 
that  he  was  unable  to  pay  even  that  sum,  the  whole 
amount  of  $SSO,000  appropriated  for  that  object  bav- 
iag  been  applied  to  other  items  of  expenditure,  by  or- 
der of  the  President.  In  ecmsequenoe,  I  submitted  the 
subject  to  the  Senate,  and  an  appropriation  was  made, 
on  the  SOtb  of  April,  1818,  to  cover  the  valuation,  in 
(he  words  following,  to  wit :  "  For  the  payment  of 
damages  sustained  by  the  shbs  and  vessels  sunk  at 
the  eatrauce  of  the  port  of  Bammore,  to  prevent  the 
liiips  of  the  enemy  from  passing  tiie  fort  and  entering 
the  harbor.  $18,188  50.*' 

Yon  will  obeerve  that  the  appropriation  ts  for  dam- 
ages onfyi  no  allowanee  made  for  detention,  as  ap- 
psam  by  the  oertifieate  of  the  apprateeis,  nor  was  any 
cUreeted  to  be  msde  by  the  Seereury  of  War,  as  1^ 
.peari  by  a  eo^itf  his  order  liarewitb,  dated  the  Tlh  of 
Mtfohi  1M6.  Be  <Mly  directs  the  appraisement  of 
Am  dasMcea  actasUy  sastainad.  The  ntuMdtj  of  di- 
raetiflf  the  attandoB  of  the  appraisets  to  that  object 
had  not  oeenmd  to  the  Seeretary.  The  act  of  1813, 
however,  euntemplated  such  allowance;  for  it  aays 
eaiphatically,  "that  the  President  be  authorised  to 
hire  or  purchase  hulks,  or  other  meaos  of  impediment 
to  the  entrance  of  the  ships  of  the  enemy,  to  be  sunk." 
Now,  sir,  the  claimants  demand  payment  for  the  hire 
of  their  vaeeels  ;  and  I  believe  Umtc  is  no  instaoee  of 
wagoBsimpiMsed,  astlioeeshipsw<ere,p>eingdebarredJ 


Attn  veeeivHy  pay  for  their  hire  for  the  time  they  were 
detained.  Theeuifla,  Irepeat,  is  eqoilabte;  it  ia  just; 
and  has,  I  bdieve,  been  refused  in  no  instance  where 
vessels,  horses,  or  wagtms,  have  been  takMi  and  em- 
ployed in  paUic  aervica. 

I  am,  m,  with  respect,  yours,  &c 

B.  SMITH. 

Hon.  LSWIS  WlLLIAKB, 

Chttirmm  of  Committa  of  Cbdnu. 
BnSSOURI. 

The  House  then  resamed  the  oonsideratioB  of 
the  resolution  declariDA  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  AbobeB}  of  Virginia,  said,  that,  hftvuw 
had  some  share  in  motriusting  the  trial,  to  which 
the  patience  of  the  Hotne  wu  to  be  nimectedj  in 
the  debati^  he  owed  it  the  ntracment  or  making 
hia  trespass  as  brief  as  poasiUe.  His  indnceroent 
to  trouble  theHouseatall  grew  entirely  out  of  the 
eireamstnnces  of  views  having  been  stated  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution,  in  which  he  could  not  con- 
cnr,  and  to  which  be  should  be  considered  as  as- 
sentine  if  the j^unds  of  his  rote  were  not  explain- 
ed. The  delicate  relation  of  the  questioD,  how- 
ever, to  the  slareholding  States,  would  furnish 
sufficient  excuse  to  any  toember,  coming  from  that 
quarter  of  the  Union,  tor  wishing  to  be&tow  on  it 
toe  fullest  examination. 

Mr.  A.  tffoceeded  to  remark  that,  whilst  he  ut- 
terly disclaimed  the  consequences  which  had  been 
in  fibred  from  it,  lie  was  by  ho  means  prqiared  to 
contest  the  rij^t  of  the  States  to  admit  the  ctdor- 
ed  perMHk.  bwn  within  their  reneetrre  linijits,  to 
the  priTiieges  of  citiKeiuhip.  The  States  had 
delated,  m  relation  to  tnitt  subject,  only  the 
power  of  naturalization,  the  operation  of  which 
was  known  to  extend  only  to  persons  bom  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  community,  by  whose  authority 
it  was  exerted.  The  collateral  connected  power 
of  determining  the  right  and  condition  of  ad- 
mission to  the  pririlegei  of  citizenship,  as  respect- 
ed persons  born  within  their  respective  limits, 
could  not,  then^  be  denied  to  the  States,  or  a^idg- 
ed  in  its  exercise,  without  a  construction  which 
might  equally  be  employed  to  divest  every  oth« 
reserved  right,  and  to  dismantle  eTey  safeguard  to 
be  found  in  the  Constitution.  We  had  bien  told, 
indeed,  that  the  exercise  of  this  right  in  relation 
to  coli^ed  persons,  co«td  not  be  considered  as  c<m- 
templated  by  the  C<»8titotieii  of  the  United  States. 
6ni»0Bjnff  It  vm  not,  the  r^ta  of  the  Statea  did 
not  d^wnid,  for  thai  ralidi^  or  exerebe^  on  tfae 
tecogaf  titm  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  wbidi,  in 
its  tme  character,  was  no  more  dian  the  source  of 
the  limitations  on  them ;  nor  had  the  advance  of 
encn^chment  ^et  reached  a  construction^  by 
which  the  seemrity  oS  these  rights  would  not  smp- 
ly  be  impaired,  but  their  independent  existence  ab- 
solutely subreited.  The  mode,  toa  of  the  deriva- 
tion of  the  inference  which  ezeloded  the  exorcise 
of  the  right  in  qnestion,  was  as  little  warranCed 
as  the  source  of  its  derivation.  It  was  deitved, 
not  from  any  thing  in  the  language  of  the  Consti- 
tution, but  from  the  peculiarity  of  the  circum- 
stances of  some  of  the  parties  to  it,  which  w«ce 
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supposed  to  preclnde  the  intention  to  allow  suofa 
an  ezerciae  of  tight.  This  was  not  a  ease^  how- 
em,  in  whidi  a  rMort  of  thiskind  ww  admusibt^ 
finr  the  aseatainment  of  intention.  Where  lan- 
suage  was  of  doahtfol  import,  this  reaorl  might 
M  admitted  with  litde  danger,  because  there  was 
a  limit  to  the  possible  ruietjr  of  iQteriff«tatiott  of 
which  laoguage  was  soseeptiUe.  But  where  there 
Was  no  doabt  arising  in  the  interpretation  of  lan- 
guage^ nor  any  language  on  the  subject  of  doubt 
to  be  mterpreted,  the  allowance  of  a  res<Ht  to  the 
eiremnstances  of  parties,  to  an  instrument  for  the 
asoertainmeDt  of  its  purport,  would  be  admitting 
the  ■op'^y,  and  not  the  explanation,  of  an  inten- 
tion. To  sueh  a  principle  of  substitution  and  en- 
largement of  the  opmtion  of  inMrumeots,  then 
was  eridently  no  limit  short  of  the  exhaustion  of 
ingenuity.  It  was  better  toadmit  any  defect  what- 
ever, in  the  Constitution,  than  a  liability  so  inde- 
-ftiite,  to  aeenUan  and  Mtamarfitott*. 

The  objcetku  to  die  reeognitiim  of  the  lig^t  in 
^iicacioii  wn  firanded  in  an  entire  misapprehensira 
of  the  eoasequmcet  of  its  exefeiae.  It  bad  been 
attppoMd  that  if  the  rigbt  were  admitted,  it  would 
follow  that  C(^red  person^  emigrating  from  a 
State  in  vhieh  they  were  allowed  the  privileges 
of  citizenship,  to  another  in  ^hich  they  were  ex- 
cluded from  these  pririli^es,  would  become  enti- 
tled to  all  privileges  of  thu  eharacter  in  the  State 
fo  which  tney  removed,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
clusion. Such  an  inference  was  founded  on  a 
riew  which  was  altogether  erroneous  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the 
ibnrth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  assuring  a  reciprocity  of  privileges  to  the 
citizens  of  the  several  States,  respectively.  That 
ciaose,  like  every  other,  in  that  w  any  other  in- 
atnimcDt,  most  receivea  construction  which  would 
not  violate  reaaoa;  which  would  not  carry  the 
oMvtioii  of  the  daose  beyond  the  intention  which 
dictated  It,  and  whteh  wimld  render  its  operation 
eoDnstent,  if  possibly  with  the  estafaUshed  rights 
<rf  other  parties.  All  these  incmtrovertiUe  prin- 
ciples of  interpretation  would  be  violated  by  the 
fioastniction  which  had  been  supposed.  If  per- 
soiks  removing  Crom  one  State  to  another  were  to 
he  considered  as  beofHning  entitled,  under  the  ope- 
ration of  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  to  all  the 
^vil^ee  of  citizens  of  the  State  to  which  they 
pemovM,  and  were  not  restricted  to  the  privileges 
tkeo(»rded  to  persons  of  the  same  class  and  descrip- 
tion with  themselves,  then  the  anomaly  would  be 
presented  of  a  foreign  co-ordinate  legislation,  ex- 
erting a  moredfieient  cq)efation  in  the  States  than 
their  interior  legisUtion,  and  of  their  legislation 
tfXBrting  in  relation  to  the  same  subject,  a  more 
^Boient  operation  abroad  than  it  could  at  home. 
A  CMistmction  involving  such  conseqoeDces  was 
absurd.  Clauses  were  to  be  construed  in  eonsis- 
Cency  with  their  intention.  What  WM  the  inlen- 
tioB  of  this  clause?  The  States  by  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  became,  to  a  certain 
extent,  members  of  one  community.  It  was  an 
tneideot  essential  to  the  secure  enjoyment  of  the 
ndvaots^es  of  this  community,  that  they  should 
be  realnuBod  from  any  power  of  iumueal  tegnla- 
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tioD  as  respected  the  right  of  removal  from  one 
State  and  settlemwt  in  anothe^  This  was  the 
deaum  of  the  clause  in  qnestiim;  not  to  inhibit  to 
the  States  nor  to  restrain  the  power  of  regulation, 
as  respected  the  ccmditioos  of  the  enjoyment  ana 
exercise  of  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  an  easoi- 
tial,  indefeasiUe  portion  of  self-government;  but 
to  inhibit  any  power  of  regulation  on  this  sutijec^ 
to  be  directed  exclusively  against  citizens  remov- 
ing from  other  Slates,  any  exercise  of  inimical 
discriminative  regulation.  The  discretion  wa* 
left  unimpaired  to  adopt  regulations  affecting 
either  the  indigenous  inhabitants  or  those  remov- 
ing from  other  States,  provided  these  regulations 
were  not  rendered  restrictive  and  peculiar  in  rela- 
tion to  this  last  description  of  innabitants.  Un- 
der thb  limitation  the  reserved  power  of  the  States 
was  UDsusceptiUe  of  employment  to  any  sorious 
or  injprtous  counteraction  of  the  social  design  of 
the  Federal  Incorporation.  This  construction 
had  the  advantage  of  reoMieUing  the  r^ts  of  the 
States  with  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  in  ques- 
tion, affording  to  each  am{4e  and  uninterfering 
scopie  for  operation.  Any  i^fpostte  conatroction 
led  to  die  Wildest  and  most  unredeemed  absurdi- 
ties. No  one  could  coucdveit  to  be  the  dengD  of 
the  Constitution  lo  communicate  to  pmons  remov- 
ing from  one  State  to  another,  pnvileges  larger 
in  number  or  value  than  they  had  previoasly  en- 
joyed ;  yet,  under  the  constmetion  which  was 
combattod,  such  persons  might  not  onlv  arauire 
an  increase  of  {wivileges,  the  privilege  oi  suffrage 
for  example,  but  blacis  from  abroad  might  acquire 
privileges  to  which  indigenous  whites  were  not 
entitled.  Women,  in  one  of  the  States,  (Jersey) 
were,  or  had  formerly  been,  admitted  to  all  the 
priril^es  of  citizenship,  that  su0rage  inclusive. 
Under  this  constructi<m,  women^  in  States  where 
there  was  a  qualiflcatioB  on  sufirage,  as  in  Virgi- 
nia, might  become  entitled,  by  migration,  to  i>ri- 
vil^ges  from  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  in- 
digenous white  males  were  excluded.  Construc- 
tions of  this  kind  were  bo  subjects  for  discus- 
sion. Persons,  by  removal  from  one  State  to 
another,  did  not,  therefore,  aoqutre  any  Airtber  n 
greater  privileges  than  were  the  allotment  of  the 
indigenous  inlwbitants  of  the  same  cle!<s  and  de- 
scription. 

Another  consequence  wiiich  had  been  imputed 
to  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  under  review, 
fell  with  that  which  had  been  examined.  It  ban 
been  imagined  that,  under  the  operation  of  this 
olauEe,  cdored  persons,  emancipated  on  a  condi- 
tion of  removal  from  one  State  m  which  they  re- 
ceive their  emancipatioD,  might  be  retnroed  uptm 
the  emaneipnting  State  in  die  character  of  citizens. 
The  validity  of  this  interference  waa  excluded  \n 
the  remarks  which  had  been  stated.  It  was  equal- 
ly excluded  by  other  and  independent  conridem- 
tions.  The  condition  of  emancipation  alluded  to, 
would  labor,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  under  no 
defect  of  validity,  as  presenting  no  conflict  with 
any  provision  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

It  could  not,  then,  be  brought  into  conflict,  and 
rendered  invalid  at  any  posterior  time,  or  by  any 
aet  of  an  audwrity  ootau^eriM  to  that  of  the  par^ 
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impomng  it^  and  which  wu  oo  party  to  the  com- 

?ict  in  which  this  eoDditioD  was  comprehended, 
et,  if  the  iafereooe  aborc  referred  to  were  rust, 
Hum  coadition,  the  creation  of  a  competent  aataor^ 
ity,  and  the  consideration  of  a  benefit  to  the  party 
accepting  il^  would  be  liable  to  invalidatioD  by  the 
posterior  iaterreotioD,  not  of  a  superior,  but  an  ez- 
traneous  and  merely  co-ordinate  authority ;  and  be 
liable  not  simply  to  invalidation,  but  to  be  coq- 
Terted  to  an  instrument  of  injury  and  abuse  to  the 
party  who  had  made  it  the  subject  of  stipulation. 
Ad  mferenee  of  this  kind  had  only  to  be  represent- 
ed in  its  true  character  to  be  discUimed. 

The  endeavor  had  been  made  to  show  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  had  been  quoted,  which 
could  be  construed  as  prohibiting  the  State  gorem- 
meotB  from  subjecting  persons  remoring  from  other 
Sutes  to  any  reslrieuons  as  respect^  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship  which  it  waa  tboaght  proper 
to  extend  to  indigenous  inhabttantoof  the  same  dais 
and  description.  Thepowerof  the  States  would  be 
found,  vpoD  further  inquiry,  to  extend  to  a  point  be- 
yond this— 4o  the  capacity  of  prohibiting  the  ingress 
<^  citizens  of  other  States,  provided  the  exclusion 
were  for  causes  affecting  the  individual  merely,  and 
not  the  class:  that  is  to  say,  provided  the  exclusion 
operated  by  what,  in  the  technical  language  of  the 
law,  would  be  denominated  dacnplioneM  persona, 
or  for  causes  accidental  in  their  access,  and  liable 
to  removal.  Thus,  it  would  not  be  denied  that  a 
State  might  exclude  citizens  of  other  Slates,  for 
contagious  disease,  by  quarantine  regulations;  that 
it  had  competency  to  exclude  for  cnmes,  or  to  ex- 
clude |taupers  liable  to  become  burdensome  by 
r^ulauon  of  police.  What  was  the  reason  of  the 
competency  of  vxelnsion  in  these  cases?  The  rea- 
son had  already  been  stated,  the  necessity  of  giving 
to  the  clause  of  the  Federal  Constitution  ctHnmu- 
nieatinj^  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  a  construe^ 
tion  which  would  reconcile  its  operations  with  the 
xeserved  essential  rights  of  the  States.  There 
could  be  no  danger  of  abuse  from  this  con&tmo- 
tioo,  as  long  as  its  princiide  was  not  transcended, 
which  required  that  the  exclusion  should  be  for 
cause  affecting  the  individual,  and  not  the  class. 
Mr.  A.  went  on  to  say,  tbat  perbap  a  just  appli- 
cation of  the  principle  of  exclusion,  which  had 
been  now  stated,  might  be  considered  as  author- 
izing the  slaveholding  States  to  prohibit  the  entry 
and  settlement  among  them  of  coIoKd  persons  from 
other  States,  inasmuch  as  it  was  known  that  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  their  population  ttmded 
to  eominunicate  toUieadmissionfn  persons  of  this 
description  a  character  of  mischievousnen,  wwse 
than  that  which  would  attach  to  the  adnuMion  of 
pauperism,  and  as  bad  as  that  which  would  attach 
to  the  admission  of  criminals  and  disease.  Mr.  A. 
said,  tbat  he  did  not  mean,  however,  to  piuh  the 
■rgament  to  this  extent.  It  was  not  Qeoensanr  to 
hu  purpose  to  do  so.  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  ftir, 
as  the  exclusion  migbt  be  said,  in  these  circum- 
stances, to  be  denounced  for  a  cause  not  persooal, 
that  is  to  say,  accidental  to  tbe  excluded  object; 
or  which,  indeed,  was  not  to  be  considered  as  re- 
siding so  much  in  the  excluded  object}  as  in  a  pe- 
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colisr  condition  of  the  common^  from  which  the 
object  was  proposed  to  be  excluded.  All  that  it 
was  DOW  designed  to  show  was,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  sweeping  operaticm  which  had  been 
attributed  to  the  clause  of  the  Federal  Constita- 
tion,  which  had  been  adduced  in  the  debate,  the 
exercise,  under  certain  circumstances,  of  a  power 
of  exclusion  hj  the  State  governments,  as  respected 
the  citizens  of  other  States,  was  in  perfect  consist- 
ency with  that  operation. 

Ii  it  was  the  wish  of  any  of  tbe  States  to  have 
colored  citizens,  Mr.  A.  said,  that  he  felt  neither 
wish  or  authority  to  derogate  from  tbeir  right  to 
do  so.  The  proposition  he  denied  was,  that  such 
citizens  could  be  imposed  on  other  States,  who 
bad  no  jiarticipation  in  the  wish.  In  the  lapse 
of  time  It  was  possible  that  the  period  migbt  ar- 
rive, when,  from  the  excessive  multiplication  of 
the  mixed  race,  some  of  the  slaveholding  Stetes 
might  conceive  themsdves  ceqoited,  by  eonsidcn- 
tions  of  policy,  to  admit  ^lis  description  of  penoiu 
to  a  qualified  or  absolute  enjoyment  of  the  privi- 
l^es  of  citizenship.  Without  pretending  to  oc- 
press  any  opiniim  that  such  a  period  would  arrive, 
Mr.  A.  could  not,  in  the  event  of  its  occarrmce, 
consider  the  conweteney  of  the  State  to  exercise 
the  power  as  a  subject  of  question.  The  demar- 
cation of  color,  importing  a  discrimination  not  sim- 
ply of  complexioDj  but  uood,  was  too  indefinite  to 
be  admitted  as  a  limitation  on  State  right  In  all 
the  slaveholding  States,  in  a  certain  stage  of  inter- 
mixture, the  le^  distinction  ceased.  If  the  State 
right  were  confined  in  the  mode  supposed,  there 
was  no  competency  to  assign  the  limit  of  this  dis- 
tinction. 

He  was  not  unaware  Mr.  A.  said,  that  the  lan- 
ffuage  he  had  been  holoing,  of  guarded  respect  for 
State  rights,  had  been  for  some  time  going  out  of 
fashion.  It  was  but  too  obvious  to  renum^,  that 
the  essential  ddences  of  tbe  States  were  rapidly 
giving  way  before  the  steady  and  powerful  current 
of  Federal  authoritjr.  This  circumstance  only  ten- 
dered more  imperative,  however,  the  duty  of  using 
every  endeavor  to  sustain  even  the  feeblest  of  tiiesc 
defences.  The  scope  of  public  duty  under  a  free 
constitution  was  peculiar.  Its  first  object  was  the 
supportof  the  Constitution.  How  was  this  to  be  ef- 
fected? Not  by  carrying  one  principle  Ttctorions 
over  every  other,  but  by  sustaining  the  balance  be- 
tween tbe  various  and  conflicting  principles  which 
made  up  the  composition  of  a  free  constitution. 
And  how  was  this  secondary  incidental  object  to 
be  effected  t  By  enlisting  on  the  side  of  the  prin- 
ciple which,  in  the  progress  of  the  conflict,  had 
been  found  to  decline  and  bee«ne  the  weakest.  It 
was  upon  a  ewsideration  of  this  sort,  that  Mr.  A. 
thought  the  maintenance  of  die  rights  of  the  States 
even  in  matters  which  bore  the  appearance  of  be- 
in^  immaterial  and  indifferent,  ought  to  fonn  a 
primary  object  of  solicitude  and  effort. 

The  purpose  of  the  remarks  which  had  been 
submitted,  was  to  show  what  Mr.  A.  conceived  to 
be  the  just  construction  of  tbe  very  delicate  clanse 
of  the  Constitution,  assuming  a  reciprocity  of  the 
privileges  of  citizenship  to  the  citizens  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  which  had  oeen  so  much  referred  to  in 
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the  disetunon.  It  bad  been  seen  tbat  the  recogoi- 
tioa  of  the  right  of  the  States  to  admit  colored 
persons  to  the  pririleges  of  citizenshii^  inrolred 
none  of  the  abtuiTe  consequences  whicn  had  been 
ascribed  to  it.  The  inqairr  material  to  the  present 
controversy  next  arose,  wnether  any  of  the  States 
had  erer  exercised  the  right ;  whether  there  were 
citizens  of  this  description  to  be  found  in  any  of 
the  Stales?  Mr.  A.  thought  that,  upon  due  inquiry, 
it  would  be  found  tbere  was  no  one  of  the  States 
in  which  this  class  of  persons  could  be  fairly  con- 
sidered as  assiniable  to  the  rank  of  citizens.  He 
did  not  foond  this  conclusion  on  any  d^nition 
which  bad  been,  or,  as  far  as  appeared  to  him  could 
be,  giTea  of  the  constituents  or  criteria  of  citizen- 
ship. He  admitted  that  any  definition  which  conld 
be  assumed  upon  this  subject,  must  be  regarded  as 
gratuitous,  and  conld^  thoefore,  serve  as  the  foun- 
dation of  no  conclusion.  He  admitted  that  there 
•was  no  definition  which  would  apply,  under  every 
circumstance.  He  thought  that  the  only  descrip- 
tion which  could  be  adopted,  must  be  analogous 
to  the  definition  which  cirilians  gave  of  municipal 
law — "the  rule  which,  each  State  had  wescribed 
to  Itself."  But  although  there  was  no  afflrmatire 
definition  of  citizenship  which  could  be  regarded 
as  of  inrariable  application,  there  was  nu^tire 
test  which  appeared  to  Mr.  A.  to  be  concmsire. 
Citizens  might  be  admitted  in  various  dmrees  to 
the  exercise  of  political  rights.  They  mignt  even 
be  admitted  in  various  degrees  to  the  enjoyment  of 
civil  rights.  But  those  could  not  be  considered  as 
belonging  to  the  rank  of  citizens,  who,  not  by  the 
mere  operation  of  usage,  but  the  positive  enact- 
ments of  law,  were  every  where  exdnded  from  an 
equality  with  even  the  lowest  rank  of  citizens,  as 
lespeeted  the  ordinary  and  most  essential  rdations 
of  domestic  and  social  life.  But  this  was  the  fact 
in  relation  to  colored  persons,  as  Mr.  A.  believed, 
in  erery  State  of  the  Union,  withoat  exception. 
Colored  persons,  as  has  been  stated  by  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Barbour,)  were  in  no  part  of  the 
Union  permitted,  by  law,  to  contract  with  white 
persons  that  engagement,  the  liberty  to  contract 
which  was  the  inseparable  incident  and  criterion 
of  a  condition  of  social  equality.  He  alluded  to 
the  engagement  of  marriage.  How  could  persons 
be  said  to  belong  to  the  same  class  who  were  every 
where  prohibited  by  law  from  the  contraction  of 
any  relation  of  intimacy^  and  from  association,  on 
the  basis  of  social  equality?  It  was  from  the  in- 
flnence  of  this  consideration,  and  not  from  any 
concurrence  in  nrioos  other  views  which  had  been 
stated,  that  Mr.  A.  derived  his  conclusion  that 
colored  persons  could,  in  no  part  of  the  Union,  be 
assigned  to  the  rank  <h  citizens. 

But,  suppose  that  these  persons  could  be  assigned 
(o  this  rank  in  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
Admit  that  there  were  citizens  of  this  description. 
Ought  the  clause  of  the  constitution  of  ML-tsouri, 
to  which  objection  had  been  taken,  to  be  considered 
as  operating  npon  such  of  these  persons  as  were 
citizens  ?  Mr.  A.  conceived  that  it  ought  not.  upon 
the  established  maxtmof  interpretation,  which  had 
been  stated  by  his  friend  from  South  Carolina. 
<llr.  LewMDsa,)  that  when  instnmunti  pnsentaa 
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the  appearance  of  conflict,  a  construction  was,  if 
possible,  to  be  adopted,  which  would  reconcile  their 
operation.  If  there  were  colored  persons  who  be- 
longed to  the  class  of  citizens,  there  was,  notmri- 
onsTy^a  much  larger  class  who  did  not  belong  to  this 
descnptton,  on  whom  the  clause  in  question  might 
be  cousidered  as  operating  without  the  involve* 
meat  of  any  breach  of  the  Federal  Coastitution. 
There  was  a  distinct  peculiar  reason  for  the  adop- 
tion of  this  construction.  The  term  "  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes,"  on  which  the  doubt  in  the  present 
case  arose,  had  acquired  in  the  South  and  West 
an  import  perfectly  precise,  and  as  it  might  be 
said  technical,  denoting  a  class  who  were  invariably 
excluded  from  the  fffivileges  of  citizenJdiip.  To 
restrict  these  words  in  the  clause  of  the  Missouri 
constitution  to  this  sense,  was  doing  no  more  than 
was  required  by  another  estaUished  mle  of  the 
construction,  confirming  the  words  to  their  ordi- 
nary and  received  signification.  There  was  neither 
force  nor  liability  to  abuse  in  this  inter|Hetation, 
because  the  import  of  the  language  was  not  en- 
larged so  as  to  be  made  to  embrace  something 
which  it  did  not  properiy  comprehend,  but  was 
restricted.  It  was  another  established  rule  that 
in  eases  of  doubt,  the  most  mitigated  constmction 
was  be  adopted.  "  In  obscuris  quod  minimum  est 
querimur."  But,  in  the  present  case,  It  also  hap- 
pened that  the  most  mitigated  was,  at  the  same 
time,  the  usual  and  most  receired  signification  of 
the  words  to  be  construed.  All  that  was  asked, 
was,  that  the  language  should  not  be  distorted  from 
its  customary  and  appropriate  import,  and  a  de- 
scription applicable  tc^  uud  designed  for  an  inferior 
class  of  persons,  be  stretched  to  comprehend  a 
higher  class,  in  contmvention  of  one  of  the  most 
familiar  maxims,  that "  minor  non  continet  major." 
Cases  analogous  to  the  present  might  be  easily 
stated  from  the  Constitution.  Mr.  A.  instanced 
the  case  of  imports  which  the  Slate  were  forbid 
den  to  lay  unless  with  the  consent  of  Congress,  or 
for  a  special  purpose.  If  Massachusetts,  who  was 
now  engaged  in  the  formation  of  a  new  constitu- 
tution,  were  to  insert  a  provision  granting  a  power 
to  her  Legislature  to  lay  imposts,  would  auy  court 
or  reasonable  man  refuse  to  this  clause  a  construc- 
tion restricted  by  the  competeocv'of  the  State,  and 
consistent  with  the  prohibition  of  the  Federal  Con< 
stitution  ? 

But  let  it  be  admitted,  for  the  pursuit  of  the  ar- 
gument, that  the  controverted  clause  of  the  Mis- 
souri constitution  was  to  be  considered  as  inc<m- 
sistent  with  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  void. 
Did  it  follow  that  the  whole  instrumrat  and  the 
act  of  admission  of  the  tenitory  into  the  Union, 
were,  therefore,  vacated  ?  This  being  a  question 
of  the  just  interpretation  of  an  instrument^  must 
be  conceded  to  be  a  juridical  question,  and  its  de* 
termination  was,  therefore,  to  be  governed  by  ju- 
ridical rules.  What  was  this  compact  we  had 
made  with  Missouri  ?  It  was  a  ^nt  of  the  priv- 
ilege of  admission  into  the  Union,  subject  to  a 
condition  of  the  due  discbarge  of  an  authority  to 
form  a  constitution  of  State  government.  Now 
what  wer^the  ordinary  judicial  rules  governing 
the  constrnetion  of  the  valid  encntion  of  aothor- 


ifdnitttoi  itf  MUtomi. 


Digitized  by 


687 


mSTORT  OF  0ONGRSS8. 


H.arR. 


DlOBKWB,  ISaiL 


itie*  ?  If  the  discbarjfe  wete  inconsistent. entirely 
and  tfaroaghout,  wita  tlie  limitations  on  the  au- 
thority, then  the  grant  of  it  and  all  attending  ad- 
Tantages  were  vacated.  This  wa»  ia  efiect  the 
amouBt  of  vhat  had  been  contended  for  by  the 

Sntleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Seboeuit)  in 
is  blanch  of  the  Jisoossion.  But,  if  the  discharge 
irere  inconsistent  only  in  part,  it  might  be  io  some 
verv  imimportant  part,  with  tne  linutatioos  of  the 
aiatnority  j  what  was  the  just  construction  then  1 
Was  the, whole  discharge  and  grant  of  the  author- 
ity vacated,  or  only  the  offending  part  ?  Unques- 
tionaUy  the  latter  only.  The  discharge,  so  utr  as 
it  was  within  the  competency  of  the  authority,  was 
Talid,  and  for  so  much  as  it  transcended  this  limit 
it  was  Toid.  If  a  rule  differing  from  this  prevailed, 
what  would  be  the  e£^t  oi  it.  Under '  color  of 
the  correction  of  injustice,  injustice  would  be  per- 
petuated. The  attempt  to  exercise  authority  not 
granted  would  be  repressed  by  the  invasion  aikd 
divestiture  of  that  wluch  had  beoi  granted.  The 
reality  of  osuipation  by  one  party,  would  be  made 
the  cometiTe  of  the  mere  attempt  at  it  by  another. 
What,  too,  would  be  the  inconveniences  of  such  a 
nile  ?  If  tbe  entire  discha^  of  an  aotbority  were 
to  be  vacated,  in  the  occurrence  of  any  instance  of 
defect,  who  would  be  found  to  acc^t  the  exercise 
of  aotlioritics'?  Who  would  be  found  to  contract 
engagements,  to  undertake  subordinate  functions, 
to  assume  res^asibilities  under  those  who  did  ac- 
cept the  exercise  of  authorities  7  An  authority  to 
frame  a  coostitutioo,  from  its  extreme  delicacv, 
was  liable,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  to  this  remark. 
But  take  the  subject  in  another  view.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Serobant)  nad 
conceded  that  the  insertion  of  tbe  controverted 
elaase  in  the  Missouri  constitution,  was  to  be  re- 
gantsd  as  the  effect  not  of  any  deagned  invasion 
of  the  Ctmatitution  of  the  United  Statet)  (of  which 
neitha  decency  nor  probability  admitted  tbe  sap- 
positioUj)  but  as  a  mere  result  of  error  or  inadvert- 
ence. Then  was  the  forfeiture  of  a  erant  so  grave 
and  beneficial  as  the  admission  of  a  state  into  tbe 
Union,  to  ensue  on  the  commission  of  a  mere  error 
<v  inadvertence  1  Was  such  a  principle  of  for- 
ieiture  ever  heard  in  any  system  of  jurisprudence  ? 
There  was  another  test  which  appeared  to  Mr.  A. 
to  be  of  conclusive  application  in  relation  to  this 
branch  of  the  question.  The  States  already  ad^ 
mitted  into  the  Union  were  at  liberty  to  form  new 
constitutions.  Take  an  example  irom  Pennsyl- 
vania, a  State  which^  Mr.  A.  believed  had  more 
Aan  once  remodelled  its  constitution,  and  in  wluch 
there  was  said  to  be  a  party  iisvorable  to  a  still  far- 
ther modification  of  it.  suppose  Pennsylvania- 
such  an  instance  of  absurd  and  culpable  ianaticiun, 
though  it  could  never  occur  in  fact,  might  be  im- 
puted in  tbe  way  of  argument— snppaw  Pennsyl- 
TBOia,  in  new  modelling  her  constituUon,  were  to 
insert  a  provision,  giving  power  to  her  Legislature 
to  adopt  protective  reguUtions,  in  relation  to  per- 
sons  held  to  service  or  labor  m  other  States  and 
eecaping  into  that  State,  in  coatravention  of  tbe 
'  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  tbe  United  States, 
which  requires  such  persons  instead  of  being  pro- 
tected, to  be  delivered  up  on  the  ci4fan  of  those 


entitied  to  their  service  or  labor.  In  such  an  event, 
would  Pransylvania  stand  discharged  from  her 
rdation  to  the  Union ;  or  would  the  whole  of  hei 
new  mo&lled  eonstitaticn  be  vaoatedl  If  ih« 
first  of  these  consequenca  would  iblloW|  it  was  not 
improbable  that  there  was  no  State  wlueh  had 
organized  its  constitution,  but  would  be  founds 
upon  a  careful  inquiry,  to  stand  discha^ed  from 
its  affinity  to  tbe  Union.  If  tfaisconsequeBoe  wen 
just,  a  State  committing,  in  the  re-modification  of 
Its  constitution,  any  act  of  the  most  inadvertent 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
was  liable  to  be  displaced  from  its  affinity  to  th« 
Union  by  Cojuress,  who,  it  ought  to  be  remeio- 
beredj  was  sain  to  be  invested  with  an  au&ority  tv 
exercise  jndgmentwithouteontrol upon  this  subject 
of  the  contravention  by  a  State  constitution  oi  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  But,  a  Stale 
was  not  only  liable  in  this  view  of  the  subject  Co 
be  discha^fed  from  her  relation  to  the  Union 
CongreH,  it  also  followed  that  she  would  have  it 
in  her  power  to  diacha^e  herself,  by  remodeUi^ 
her  constitution  with  that  design,  in  eontravutiott 
of  the  known  principle  that  tbe  Union  could  only 
be  dissolved  eo  Uffaamt  quo  Uffatwr,  by  tbe  conseot 
of  every  State,  or  in  any  event  of  tbe  majority  of 
tbe  States,  to  the  dissolution. 

Let  it  be  conceded,  however,  that  only  the  re* 
modelled  constitution,  and  not  the  relation  of  ^« 
State  to  the  Union,  was  to  be  vacated  by  a  i«o> 
vision  admitting  of  being  construed  into  a  bvweh 
of  tbe  Federal  Constitutton.  Was  there  apy  per- 
son to  be  found  who  would  contend  for  this  dec- 
trine?  If  there  were,  how  bad  it  happened  tha^ 
by  pvity  of  reason,  the  constitutions  of  the  old 
thirteen  States,  all  of  which,  perhaps,  contained 
provisions  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  had  not  been  invalidated  by  the 
adoption  c{  this  instnunenti  It  would  be  said, 
indeed,  that  thoe  was  a  ^stinetion,  in  this  respect, 
between  StSites  already  admitted,  ud.  those  «pply< 
ing  for  admission,  into  the  UnioiL  Mr.  A.  i&- 
sisted,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  was  no  ade^iat* 
ground  for  a  distinction.  The  conditifHi  was  tfw 
same  in  relation  to  all  the  jiarties  to  the  Union,  of 
obligation  to  conformity,  m  their  legal  and  con- 
stitutional regulations,  to  the  provisions  of  tba 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Tbe  powers 
too,  of  supervisal  and  control  on  this  subject,  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  was  the  same,  namely,  that 
which  resulted  Trom  the  operation  of  the  clause 
enjoining  on  Congress  the  guaranty,  as  respected 
the  States,  of  a  republican  form  of  govemtaent. 
The  construction,  th^n,  being  excluded  which 
rendered  a  constitution  liable  to  invalidation  &c 
one  ineonsistent  and  invalid  clause,  Missouri  waa 
not  to  be  rejected  from  the  Union^  although  a 
clause  of  this  description  should  be  found  to  nar* 
crept  into  her  oonstitution. 

But,  whatever  might  be  the  character  of  tht 
disputed  clause  of  the  IMtissouri  constitption,  the 
inquiry  remained  as  to  the  conpetency  of  Coi^[raBs 
to  pronounce  any  determination  on  the  suliject. 
The  question,  as  relating  to  the  constructioo  of  an 
instrument,  was  obviously  one  of  judicial  charac- 
ter} and  where  did  Congress  find  authmty,  eitbfir 
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in  Uie  genend  ^mciples  of  free  gawmuaeDt,  <nr 
the  pectdiv  stroctore  ot-am  fimn}  for  the  ezerciae 
of  a  function  of  tkii  Uadl  The  fCMODs  which 
oppoeed  BWih  an  iataaixtoze  of  fimetioM,  were 
«  pwoUar  qtpUcatMD  to  ^  fveaeat  eaae.  The 
most  oMom  was  the  onfitness,  lirom  habtti  as 
ikU  as  Domber,  of  a  legutative  bodf  for  the  dis- 
eh«ge  of  a  jndieial  fanctioa.  The  Ctmatitatiw 
bad  erideDtlf  contemplated  this  idea  in  the  yn- 
fiuon  respeetn^  the  goaranty  of  a  repobkosH 
form  of  goreramcnt;  the  character  of  a  gevem- 
ment,  as  respected  its  conformity  to,  at  dqiertiire 
from,  a  repaUicaB  fona,  beiag  a  nibject  which 
statesmcD  were  as  well  qualified  to  decide  as 
judges.  The  exjffessioo,  too,  it  was  to  be  re- 
muked,  of  a  joxisdictioD,  on  the  part  of  Congresa, 
in  this  ease,  clear^  excladed  its  jiiriadiction  in 
aoy  other.  A  briber,  and  anenswevable  objec- 
tion to  the  jitfisdioticHi  claimedj  was  to  be  found 
in  th9  absence  of  all  lesponsibilicr,  and  the  open- 
tion.  indeed,  of  poeitiTe  indneonent  to  the  afansiTe 
diaenaige  oi  it.  The  discharge  was  known  to  be 
liaUe  to  inflaenee  from  party  and  aectioMl  feel- 
ing obedience  to  which  w«a  assnred,  not  merely 
f}fexa[ip(ioB  from  falam^  bot  of  reward  and  faxm 
in  the  aoorce  to  which  re^Dsibitity  was  doe. 
Suppos^  for  examine,  that  the  constitation  oi 
MiMmn  had  been  round  to  embrace  a  restriction 
on  slaTery:  was  the  infercmee  either  uafair  or 
illiberal,  that  the  lustre  of  this  feature  would  have 
gireo  to  the  iostnmMBt  a  cooatenanoe  so  prepoe- 
sessiog  as  to  blunt  very  much  the  disposition  and 
pow«-  of  obeerretion  to  the  defects  wbidi  a  care- 
ful examination  might  hare  detected  in  it?  Could 
a  jurisdiction,  indeed,  which  assamed  an  unde- 
fined disuetion  in  one  of  the  parties  to  a  compact, 
to  interpret  its  vatidity,  be  regarded  in  any  other 
Uffht  thu  as  an  a&ir,  not  of  jadgmeat,  bat  powu*'? 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  me  recogmtion  of 
a  jurndietioB  ia  Congres^  as  respected  the 
stroetme  of  the  eon^tutions  of  Btates  faereafler  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union?  Would  not  the 
dcciwn  of  CoBgreae  eooke  to  be  lewdcd  as  a 
men  anetioo,  and  the  iabricatioa  ^  these  instru' 
meats  be  etmrarted  from  a  eonown  of  grave  and 
impartial  ddibenticNi,  into  a  bidding  for  the  favor 
<^  a  predominatinff  party  in  this  body  t  Waiving 
any  uisinaation  of  charge  or  imputation  against 
the  parity  of  the  present  times,  would  it  be  proper, 
by  our  recognition,  to  estaUisfa  the  jurisdiction 
contended  for  in  Congress,  to  remaiu  a  preeedent 
and  pTiaeiple  of  misdiief  to  tiaoes  whien  were  to 
come? 

Bat  what  was  the  fonadation  of  this  claim  of 
cognizance  oa  the  part  of  Congress,  over  incon- 
sistoMias  ooewringbetwean  the  pnriaions  of  a 
Sinte  and  of  the  Federal  Constitution  ?  The 
fimndatifa  of  theanthority  to  judge  of  the  observ- 
ance by  a  Terniory  claimwg  a  plaiM  in  the  Union, 
of  thecowUtions  of  its  admission,  was  the  sop* 
posed  authority  of  CoD|(ress  to  prescribe  these  eon- 
ditioBs.  Oonoeding,  wt  a  momokt,  the  aDtheanty 
to  presenbe  conditiona,  the  authority  to  interpret 
and  decide  on  their  observance  or  viol8ti<n,  no 
more  fbJlowed  irom  it  than  a  judiciary  foUowed  in 
any  oth«r  case  inm  a  legislative  power.  In  the 
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^esent  instwce  the  principle,  if  it  were  pot, 
would  not  apply,  because  the  condition  of  admi»> 
aion  wtiieh  MissouTi  was  'supposed  to  hvn  violfr- 
ted,  was  presaibed,  sot  by  Congress,  but  1^  the 
Constitution  of  the  United-BtatBs.  What  dkongh 
the  condition  had  been  iDserted  in  the  aot  of  Con- 
gress of  last  year,  tliat  the  constitution  of  Miasowi 
was  to  oontam  notlitDg  repugnant  to  the  CoostitiH 
tion  of  the  United  States,  was  the  condition  of  any 
greater  validity  for  this  iasertioa  than  it  would 
ha  ve  been  without  the  insertion  1  Would  not  Mt»- 
sonci  have  been  as  strongly  and  as  nnqnestionably 
bound  to  its  observance  1  Then  the  whole  foun- 
dation failed,  which  had  bran  assigned  for  the 
juri^iction  claimed  for  CongresB,  even  if  ^e  fa'in- 
ciple  assumed  were  a  sound  one.  But  this  pnnci* 
pie  ceuld  not  be  maintained,  in  point  of  soundness, 
mere  than  in  point  of  application.  It  was  not 
true  that  Congress  was  invested  with  author- 
ity to  impose  conditions  aa  the  admission  of  a 
State  into  the  Union.  Mr.  A.  had  no  design  of 
going  into  the  general  argument  of  the  last  sMsion 
upon  this  subject;  but  there  were  ma  or  two 
considerations  which  admitted  of  being  very  brie^ 
ly  assigned,  which  to  his  mind  ai^red  oondn- 
sive  against  the  existence  of  this  authorUy  in 
Congress.  There  was  one  general  remark,  too, 
to  be  premised,  applicable  to  all  questions  of  tbm 
validity  of  exercises  of  power  under  the  Federal 
Conatitotion.  This  remark  referred  to  the  pecu- 
liar e£fect- which  doubt  as  to  its  validity  ongiit  to 
have  in  preventing  the  exercise  of  povrer  under 
this  constitution.  In  other  ecmstitutions,  in  which 
cenei^  powers  were  given,  subject  to  particnlaT 
nmitaticws,  the  doubt  arose  on  the  limitation  of 
the  power,  and  faiilj  admitted  of  its  exadse,  un- 
less the  negative  proposition  were  established. 
But,  in  the  ConstituUon  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  a  delegap 
tion  of  powers,  limited  by  eoumcration ;  in  ease 
of  doubt,  the  affirmative  grant  of  the  poww  was 
required  to  be  estabUdied  to  wthorize  its  exercise. 
If.  then,  Ae  power  to  -prescribe  coaditions  to  llw 
admissioD  oi^  a  State  mto  the  Union  were  to  be 
considered  as  in  any  degree  doubtful,  there  was 
sufficient  groond  for  its  rejection.  It  stood  ctn- 
donned,  however,  by  a  much  stronger  coasideia- 
tion— its  utter  inconsistence  with  the  discrimina- 
tive principle  and  character  of  a  federative  govern- 
ment The  discriminating  principle  of  such  a 
government  was  the  political  equality  of  the  par- 
ties to  it.  The  amount  of  pown  intended  to  be 
granud  being  specific,  aad  being  made  up  bv  equal 
contribution  of  the  parties,  it  followed  that  «t 
exact  equality  must  subsist  between  these  parties, 
as  rtmeeted  the  amount  and  character  of  the  pov- 
eis  wfaiefa  were  reserved.  But,  if  conditions  inlght 
be  uaposed  crther  than  those  contained  in  the  oii- 
ginal  charter  of  compact,  oa  new  parties  to  be 
admitted,  what  was  the  security  for  the  preserva- 
tim  of  this  equality  1  How  could  it  continue  for 
a  momait  ?  How  M;regious  would  be  the  folly  of 
guarding  against  undue  aequisitions  of  power  at 
the  first  inception  of  the  compact,  and  permittiDC 
an  unlimited  facility  of  acquisition  afterwards  1 
The  objection  to  tiie  political  inegnality  of  tb» 
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|Murtie»vas  aot  so  Btroiu  in  tbe  caae  of  a  mere 
confederation  of  Slates,  Uke  Hime  of  the  leagues 
which  subsisted  in  aDcient  times,  as  it  was  in  tbe 
case  of  a  compact  tike  our  owo,  because  the  desi^ 
of  such  associatioDS,  and  the  scope  of  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  with  which  they  were  ciiarged,  had 
reference  to  external  purposes  only.  But  these 
ancient  leagues  were  inrariably  r^rded  by  his- 
torians as  hariog  received  their  death-blow  from 
the  moment  in  which  parties  were  admitted  une- 
qual, not  in  federative  capacities  or  obligations, 
out  in  power  and  resources.  Even  in  ^ysical 
nature  bodies  were  found  to  be  of  no  consistency 
or  duration  of  which  the  elements  were  incongru- 
ous. U  was  by  the  intermixture  of  dissimilar  ele- 
ments that  a  quantity  of  fiangibili^  was  commu- 
nicated (o  the  hardest  of  than.  PoUtical  bodies 
were  liable  in  a  yet  higher  decree  to  tbe  same  taw 
of  toss  or  diminution,  as  respected  tbe  coherence 
of  their  parts  by  impairment  of  their  homoge- 
neotunees. 

Let  this  view  of  the  subject  be  somewhat  ex- 
tended, and  the  conclusion  would  be  rendered 
yet  morie  apparent.  In  our  federative  system,  the 
material  line  of  demarcation  between  the  Federal 
and  State  jurisdiction  had  Reference  to  the  dis- 
tinction between  subjects  of  general  and  of  muni- 
cipal concern-  The  first  clau  was  considered  as 
forming,  with  some  exceptions,  tbe  exclusive 
subjects  of  Federal  authority.  But,  if  a  power 
were  recognised  to  impose  conditions  at  discretion 
on  new  States  admitted  into  the  confederacy  what 
was  to  hinder,  in  relation  to  these  States,  the  aa- 
aumption  of  control  over  any  or  every  subject  of , 
IHDper  municipal  cognizance?  If,forexample,con- 
tnu  could  be  assumed  over  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tinuance or  inhibition  of  slavery,  what  hindered 
the  assDmption  of  superintendence  overevery  other 
concern  ccnmected  with  the  interest  of  property- 
its  modifications  as  to  kind,  its  tenure,  its  mdoes 
of  acquirement  and  distribution  1  The  principle 
of  the  assumption  would  evidently  authorize  its 
extension  without  limit.  The  reason  assigned  for 
control  over  the  subject  of  slavery  was  the  delete- 
rious character  of  its  influence.  Inheritance  by  a 
rule  of  primogeQiture,  restraints  on  alienation,  uo- 
reasonabieptolon^tions  of  poiods  of  apprentice- 
ship, were  liable,  m  an  e^ml  degree,  to  the  same 
remark. 

If,  then,  sir,  Congress  had  the  power  of  im- 
pound at  discretion  conditions  on  States  coming 
into  the  Union,  it  was  manifest  that  it  bad  a  pow- 
er of  assuming  control  and  jurisdiction,  in  relation 
to  these  Stat^  limited  only  bv  discreticm.  The 
federal  authority,  designed  for  little  more  than  an 
external  safeguard,  with  respect  to  these  States 
became  liable  to  be  converted  into  the  pest  of  an- 
cient times,  invading  the  chambers  of  their  retire- 
ment, and  polluting  the  UUes  of  theu*  repast.  As 
a  power  involving  such  consequences  could  never 
be  admitted  the  right  claimed  for  Congress  to  sit 
in  judgment  on  the  validity  of  constitutions  of 
States  demanding  admission  mto  the  Union,  which 
was  founded  on  the  supposed  existence  of  this 
power,  fell  with  it.  It  did  not  belong,  therefore, 
to  the  province  of  Congress  to  pronounce  tbe  inra- 


lidity  of  tbe  clause  of  tbe  Missouri  coosthotioni 
supposing  it  to  be  unquesdonaUy  invalid. 

What,  then  it  would  be  asked,  was  the  purpose 
of  requiring  the  submission  of  the  constitution  to 
Congress,  which  no  one  denied  to  be  essential  % 
The  answer  was  obvious.  It  wa&  to  satisfy  tha 
clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales 
which  rendered  it  incumbent  upon  Congrcbs  to 
guaranty  to  every  Stale  a  republican  form  of  go- 
vemmenL  The  duty  of  supervisal  was  expressly 
devolved  upon  Congress  as  respected  the  political 
character  of  the  constitution  of  a  State  asking 
admission  into  the  Union.  But  this  duty  did  not 
extend  beyond  the  political  character  of  the  con- 
stitution. On  the  contrary^  its  further  extension 
was  excluded  by  the  operation  of  a  known  .rale 
which  bad  already  bem  adverted  to.  This  dia- 
tinction  betweaideftcts  in  a  constitution  of  a  State 
claiming  admission  into  the  Union,  which  rcliF 
ted  to  the  form  of  ite  govrnxment,  and  provisions 
which,  although  contravening  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  yet  were  not  of  this  particular 
character,  would  be  found  to  furnish  an  answer  to 
the  various  cases  which  bad  been  stated,  in  illus- 
tration of  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  in  the  do-' 
bate.  The  particular  case  of  the  irregular  nomi- 
liation  or  qualification  of  members  of  the  Senate 
by  a  new  State,  found  a  particular  answer  in  the 
cuiuse  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
which  assigned  to  each  House  of  Congress  tbe 
right  of  judging  of  the  dection  and  qauifieation 
of  its  own  members. 

The  proceedings  which  had  heretofwe  obtained 
in  Congress  on  tu  admission  of  new  States  bad 
evMenUy  bad  reference  to  tbe  mere  formality  of 
annunciation  of  tbe  accession  of  the  State  to  the 
Union.  This  was  shown  by  the  statement  of  pre- 
cedents which  had  been  given  by  tbe  chairman  of 
the  committee.  That  no  idea  had  ever  been  en- 
tertained of  a  necessitjr  of  a  recognition  by  Con- 
gress of  the  validity  of  every  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  a  Stateapplying  for  admission,  was  proved 
by  the  fact  tint  m  cases  of  the  formation  of  new 
constitutions  by  old  States,  in  relation  to  which 
no  defect  of  republican  character  could  be  antici- 
pated, and  no  occasion  exinted  for  tbe  annuncia- 
tion of  the  accession  of  the  State  to  the  Union,  the 
submission  of  the  constitution  to  Congress  had 
never  been  required;  a  proceeding  which  would 
be  obvioosly  indispensable  in  all  cases,  if  Con^rew 
were  invested  with  the  copuzance  of  the  validity 
of  constitutions,  which  bM  been  imputed  to  it 

It  wma  not  contended,  it  must  be  renumbered, 
that  there  was  no  liability  to  conditions  on  tbe 
part  of  a  new  State  about  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  It  was  only  asserted  that  those  conditions 
were  imposed  by  an  authority  paramount  to  Con- 
gr^s — the  Constitution.  It  was  not  contended 
that  there  existed  no  corrective  jurisdiction  in  the 
event  of  the  violation  of  these  conditions.  It  was^ 
only  contended  that  this  jurisdiction,  with  a  par- 
ticular exception,  was  referable  to  a  tribunal  bet- 
ter qualified  than  Congress,  both  W  imimrtiali^ 
and  competence — the  judiciary.  If  the  jurisdic- 
tion belonged  to  the  Judiciary,  there  were  obvious 
and  r^uiar  modes  of  proceeding  for  obtaining  the 
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•ffect  of  its  decisions.  If  it  belonged  to  Congress, 
tkere  were  none,  and  the  want  oT  them  was  evi- 
dence conclasirea|[ain«t  the  ezistenceof  the  juris- 
diction in  Congress.  The  want  of  any  regular 
lenxedy  or  means  of  oiforcemeat  was  the  best 
afidoice,  in  disiHxwf  of  a  elaim  of  right  or  juris- 
diction. If,  in  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  as- 
serted for  us,  the  constitution  offered  Inr  Missouri, 
or  any  part  of  if,  should  be  condemned,  what  was 
to  be  tlie  effect  ?  Missouri  was  to  be  rejected  from 
the  Union — that  is  to  say,  the  mode  of  Tindication 
of  our  authority  was  to  consist  in  the  discardal 
of  it  This  was  the  case  of  the  foolish  constable 
in  Shakspeare.  deputing  authority  to  the  watch. 
They  are  to  bid  any  man  they  meet  to  stand. 
But,  bow  if  they  would  not  stand  ?  Then  they 
were  to  let  him  so,  and  to  thaok  Ood  they  were 
lid  of  a  knave.  The  exercise  of  authority  recom- 
mended to  us  was  analogous,  and,  if  attempted, 
would  redound  in  a  similar  occasion  of  consola- 
tion. It  was  said,  however,  that  Missouri  might 
be  coerced  by  the  re-extension  to  her  of  tttritorial 
ngolatioos.  This  would  be  a  iffoceeding  little 
leu  anomalous  than  the  o^er.  Whaterer  Mis- 
souri might  be  in  aceejptation  and  fiction  of  law, 
it  was  notCHrious,  in  point  of  fact,  that  she  stooa 
diselurged  firom  the  condition  of  a  Territory.  As 
there  WIS  no  intermediary  cooditton  for  which  a 
name  could  be  found,  the  Territory  mu^  hare  be- 
come a  St&te.  If  with  our  authority,  then,  she 
was  a  member  of  the  Union ;  if  without  it,  what 
was  her  condition?  Clearly  a  condition  of  seps- 
mtion  from  the  Uniou.  The  fruit,  then,  of  our 
exercise  of  authority  was  the  alienation  and  loss  of 
the  subject  of  our  authority.  This  right  of  juris- 
diction claimed  for  Congress  was  like  the  right  of 
insurrection  in  the  peoiue,  a  right  which  operated 
by  the  dissolatioD  of  all  relations  between  the  par- 
ties to  it.  Mr.  A.  was  not  stating  these  consider- 
ations in  any  view  of  the  impolicy  of  the  course 
which  was  recommended.  He  stated  thetn  in 
disproof  of  the  jurisdiction  from  which  such  con- 
ac^«eaecs  flownl.  His  purpose  was  to  confront 
this  clauu  of  jtirisdiction  with  its  results.  He  ad- 
mitted tliat  if  the  jurisdiction  really  belonged  to 
Congress,  there  was  no  competency  to  remit  its 
discharge  to  any  other  tribunal  than  Congress. 
What  he  contended  was,  that  its  attribution  to 
Congress  subverted  every  established  idea  of  the 
character  of  a  legal  or  political  jurisdiction.  It 
was,  indeed,  a  further  argument  against  this  ex- 
traordinary jurisdiction  tiiat  it  was  entirety  super- 
fluous, as  the  objects  it  proposed  were  attainable 
by  the  more  regular  and  milder  method  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  judicury  authority.  What,  then,  was 
the  design  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  recommended 
to  us,  ifits  professed  objects  were  to  be  otherwise, 
and  with  greater  facility,  obtained  t  Upon  this 
subject  it  was  proper  to .  ^Mak  out.  The  design 
was  to  be  let  in  to  an  nneonfined  discretion  over 
the  question  of  the  adraission  of  Missouri  into  the 
Uoioo,  for  the  purpose  of  reattemMiog  the  impo- 
sition of  the  swrery  restriction.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject Mr.  A.  had,  at  this  time,  but  one  remark  to 
make;  It  related  to  the  change  which  had  taken 
plaee  in  the  character  of  this  maasnte  since  the 
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discussions  of  last  year.  The  propceition  then 
was  to  dictate  a  principle  of  civil  institution  to  a 
peoj^c  of  whom  we  were  neither  really  nor  virto- 
ally  the  representatives.  The  character  of  the 
proposition  at  this  time  would  be  to  impose  the 
same  principle  against  their  avowed  dissent,  as  a 
yoke  upon  their  necks.  If  men,  descended  from 
the  authors  of  the  Revolution,  could  be  found  to 
propose  a  measure  of  this  character,  there  were 
none  boasting  the  same  descent  who  could  be 
found  to  yield  submission  to  it.  The  reasons  did 
not  require  lo  be  adverted  to;  but  every  person 
knew  that  the  measure  could  never  be  enforced. 
The  attempt  to  enforce  it  might  be  effectual  to  the 
production  of  civil  discord.  It  might  be  effectual 
to  the  production  of  the  alienation  and  loss  of  the 
country.  It  might  be  effectual  to  the  purpose  of 
fixing  the  opprobrium  of  abortive  usurpation  on 
this  House.  But  the  direct  object  never  could  be 
attained.  Better  it  was,  therefore,  that  the  rage 
of  our  fanaticism  should  be  restricted  to  its  proper 
domain,  the  discussions  of  this  body,  than  to  he 
let  loose  upon  Missouri,  whence  its  elfecls  would 
be  c^tain  to  recoil  on  those  by  whom  it  had  been 
impelled.     8e  jactet  in  aula  JBolns^"  &c. 

But  let  the  preservation  of  the  territorial  char- 
acter by  Missouri  be  admitted,  how  perplexing  was 
this  anomalous  complication  of  powers  assumed  by 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  territories?  Antece- 
dently to  the  admission  of  a  territory  iotothe  Union, 
an  authority  was  claimed  over  it,  limited  only  by 
discretion,  which  was  but  another  name  for  a  des- 
potical  authority.  At  the  arrival  of  the  period 
when  admission  could  not,  consistently  witn  the 
principles  of  our  institutions  or  former  usage,  be 
refused,  the  power  was  asserted  of  perpetuating 
our  authority,  in  the  form  of  the  imposition  of  un- 
changeable conditions  of  political  compact.  The 
principle,  too,  of  the  imposition  of  iheae  conditions, 
required  no  exclusive  or  essential  relation  between 
their  charactei  and  the  situation  or  character  of 
the  country  and  people  they  were  to  affect }  hut 
merdy  had  reference  to  the  gratification  of  visions 
which  might  be  entertained  here,  of  an  abstract 
and  speeurative  morality.  The  claim  of  Congres- 
sional authority  over  a  territory,  it  would  be  sop- 
posed,  must  find  a  limit  at  this  point.  But  it  did 
not.  The  further  |>ower  was  asserted  after  a  com- 
pact for  the  admission  of  the  territory  into  the 
Union  had  been  entered  into,  of  a  discretion  on  the 
part  of  Congress  to  judge  of  the  validity  of  the  exe- 
cution of  the  compact  oy  the  territory,  and,  in  the 
event  of  an  unfavorable  judgment,  to  remand  to 
their  former  condition  of  vassalage  the  freemen  by 
whom  it  was  inhabited.  For  such  a  system  of 
complicated  despotism,  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  could 
find  no  name  or  description,  which  would  ade- 
quately express  its  character,  or  truly  convey  his 
sense  of  detestation. 

One  word  as  to  the  consequences  of  the  proceed- 
ings which  might  now  he  adopted.  One  gentle- 
man had  said,  that  no  consequences  of  uopIeasanC 
character  could  be  anticipated ;  and  another,  that 
the  consequences,  whatever  they  might  be,  were 
not  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  Both  gentle- 
mm  were  mistakra.  Whatever  might  be  the  real 
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Tiswi  which  woDid  dktate  the  icjeetion  of  Uw  re- 
H^utioo  under  diBcaasion,  this  rejection,  in  the  fm- 
aent  state  of  the  public  mind,  would  be  liable  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  poUc3r  of  re-atteinpting  the  impoM- 
tion  of  the  slav^  restriction  of  last  year.   In  the 
best  eveuL  then,  the  wound  iuflicted  on  the  bar- 
mony  of  the  country  would  be  incurable.   But,  if 
theiwlicy  imputed  was  really  to  be  acted  on,  every 
man  must  perceire  that  the^  Union  was  gone. 
Oentlemen  might  conceive  that  they  were  sowing 
the  seeds  of  sectional  influence  and  importance, 
but  they  would,  in  fact,  be  soi^^ing  a  crop  like  the 
dragon's  teeth,  which  would  spring  up  in  civil  dis- 
cord, and  armed  men,  destined  to  perish  in  unnat- 
ural Ymfkrcy  hy  a  mutual  destruction.  It  had 
been  remariied  the  last  year,  that  a  gvlf^  similar 
to  that  which  we  read  of  in  the  early  history  of 
Kome,  had  been  downed  among  os  by  the  discu^- 
nons  on  this  subject.  There  was  one  circnmataoce, 
however,  of  favwable  distinction.   The  chaan 
iriiich  was  said  to  .have  occurred  in  Rome  was 
mly  to  he  closed  by  the  sacrifice  of  her  most  jhv- 
eiouB  possession.  Bat  the  chasm  which  had  oc- 
curred in  oar  harmony,  required  to  heal  it,  cmty  the 
most  worthless  of  all  sacrioces,  that  of  our  passions, 
or  of  what,  in  their  a[^Ucation  to  human  a&irs, 
were  the  next  most  pestilent  thinga  to  vile  pasuons 
— «ur  abstract  and  speculative  uotions.   In  what 
he  had  be«i  saying,  Mr.  Ascber  disclaimed  any 
inteation  of  employiog  the  language  of  menace, 
which  would  be  suitable  neither  to  his  character, 
nor  to  that  of  the  place  in  which  he  stood.  His 
purpose  was  to  express  his  sincere  views  of  the 
possible  consequences  of  the  measures  which  Con- 
^ftas  mitt^t  adopt  in  relation  to  this  important  sub- 
ject. The  train  bad  already  been  prepared  hy  an- 
tecedent events  and  discussions.   It  now  only  xe- 
qojied  to  be  fired  to  produce  effects  which  it  would 
be  equaUy  impossible  to  avoid  lamenting,  or  to  re- 
pair. Mr.  A.  would  add  only  a  single  remark. 
It  was  that,  in  the  event  of  the  real  occurrence  of 
the  effects  to  which  he  had  been  alluding,  their 
aiuhors  would  stand  chargeable  with  the  greatest 
crime  which  had  erer  been  coaimitted  against  the 
intoests  of  human  nature,  inasmuch  as  they  would 
hare  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  most  persuasive 
model  of  free  institutions,  and  the  overthrow  of 
the  most  imposing  promise  of  splendid  destinies, 
which  the  world,  m  any  age  of  it,  had  ever  seen. 
'When  Mr.  Archer  had  concluded — 
Mr.  UiLi.  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an  ammd- 
ment,  qualifying  the  asaentof  the  admiswm  of  the 
naw  State  into  the  Union  by  an  exception  of  a 
particular  clause  of  the  amstitution.  This  mo- 
tion, however,  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Hill  fw 
the  preseot,  on  the  representation  of  Mr.  Lownosb, 
that  it  would  embarrass  the  main  debate,  1^ 
bringing  on  an  incidental  one,  and  would  deprive 
him  of  the  opportunity  of  replying  to  some  objec- 
tions he  had  not  anticipated,  and  to  others  arising 
from  a  misapprehension  ox  evasion  of  hi*  firat  ar- 
gumeots  in  support  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amble to  the  resolve. 

.  Mr.  LowHDEa  assigned  briefly  the  reaeoas  why, 
on  more  mature  re^tion,  he  should  asseat  to 
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this  course  though  be  had  at  fint  jir^ieiied  the 
other. 

The  ouestiott  being  taken  on  striking  out  the 
preamble,  was  decided  in  the  affirmatire-— 87  to  65. 

Mr.  Hemphill  observed  that  the  subject  before 
the  House,  in  its  various  relations,  had  occupied 
so  much  of  the  time  of  Congress,  that  it  was  be- 
coming in  him  to  make  an  apology  for  rising,  and 
to  pruniae,  at  the  least,  to  be  as  Kief  as  posaUile. 
He  said  he  vroutd:  make  no  exordium,  but  engage 
at  once  on  the  mmts  of  the  qumtion. 

The  constitution  of  Missouri,  as  (nnsmitted  to 
Congress,  esjotBii,  in  the  most  positive  manner, 
and  makes  it  the  unqualified  duty  the  L^islar 
ture  to  pass,  as  soon  as  may  be,  wch  laws  as  may 
be  neeeasary  to  prevent  free  D^roes  and  mukttoes 
from  coming  tok  and  settling  m,  the  8tat^  undet 
any  pretext  wnatsoever.  If  these  fitee  edmed 
people  ue  embraced  in  the  aectnd  section  of  Ha  ■ 
4th  artiele  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  most  dear  and  manifest  that  the  constitutioi 
of  Missouri  is  a  direct  infirini^ment  of  the  Coin 
stittuiam  of  the  United  States,  and  r^pmnt 
to  it 

The  section  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  which  I  have  alluded,  declares  that  the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  <tf  citizens  in  the  several 
Stales.  The  main  question,  according  to  my  con- 
ception of  it,  involves  but  this  single  inquiry-^re 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  or  any  of  them,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States?  The  report  oi  the 
honorable  committer  as  I  thqught,  admitted  the 
&ct  of  citizenship;  and  this  ctrcomstance  led  aoe 
from  making  any  examination  on  that  point,  until 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  BAinovn,) 
yeat^ay  assumed  the  broad  ground  of  denying 
the  rights  of  citizenship  to  any  free  Uack  or  mu- 
latto man.  He  has  enoeavtwed  to  give  us  a  defi- 
nition of  a  citizen  of  this  country ;  end  al^ioagh' 
I  acknowledge  that  the  gentleman's  reflections  on 
the  subject  were  ingenious,  I  caanot  give  my  as- 
sent to  their  accnmcy.  He  supposes  that  a  cit^ 
zen  means  a  poson  who  is  entitled  to  all  the  civil 
rights  of  others  in  like  circumstances,  unless  de- 
prived of  some  of  than  for  personal  reasons.  He 
then  pwoeeded  to  show  that  discriminations  ex- 
isted, in  a  variety  of  instances,  and  in  diSereat 
States,  between  me  white  and  black  people ;  but 
this  d<»aitioo  cannftf  be  a  good  one,  unless  be  is 
ciqnble  of  piovii^  that,  among  citizras^  a  minor- 
ity have  no  right  to  nake  any  aueh  diacrimuft- 
tions.  What  b  there  to  control  the  wilt  of  the 
majority  when  it  does  not  come  in  cdlision  with 
any  hi^ier  power? 

Discriminations  are  famiUar  to  in  the  several 
States,  both  as  to  polittcal  and  civil  rights;  but  it 
never  was  believM  that  they  effected  a  total  ex- 
tinguishment of  citizenship.  Some  citizens  are 
entitled  to  vote,  and  others  are  not.  Some  are 
exempted  from  serving  in  the  militia,  or  on  jnrie^ 
for  various  realms;  and  this  throws  an  unequal 
burden  on  the  r&A  of  the  emnmnnitr.  Paupers 
are  not  allowed  even  to  choose  the  place  of  their 
residttiee.  In  some  cases  whole  professions  az« 
distinguished  firem  others;  aa,  for  uutasce,  when. 
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Hunisters  of  pwpel  are  made  iadigtbto  to 
office.  Provisions  of  Uub  character  are  conUiiD^ 
in  sereral  of  the  State  constitutions ;  I  will,  how- 
ever, only  read  a  clanae  or  two  oa  this  subject, 
from  the  coostitatioa  of  TeoDessee: 

"].  Wbmreas  miDHters  of  the  go^l  are,  bj  th«ir 
pFofflMioD,  dedicatad  to  God  and  the  care  of  MHild,  sad 
ODgbt  not  to  b«  diverted  from  the  great  dutiet  of  th«ir 
AuelicMM,  tbereftrai  do  miniitar  of  the  t*"P^  «r 
priaiJ,  of  any  ^oaiiaatioii  whatavw^  AaUk  ba  eligUiU 
te  a  wat  in  either  Hoiwe  <rfthe  LegMataic 

"a.  No  pereOn  who  dwiiai  the  bnsg  ef  a  Ood,  or  a 
ftdnie  itata  of  rewirdi  and  panwhoMiita,  iball  boid 
any  offioe  in  the  civil  d^rtaunt  of  tUe  Slate." 

The  latter  description  of  persons  are  citize[|s, 
although  their  infidelity  afflicts  them  with  a  mwh 
deeper  misfortune  than  to  be  distinguished  from 
the  whUe  pet^le,  merely  by  the  circnsutance  of 
eoior.  Femtdet  are  also  citizoU}  hut  thejr  W  no 
means  iall  within  the  j^rea  d^niUon,  particularly 
in  tbe  sense  in  which  it  is  intended  to  operate  on 
poUticid  rights. 

The  ffentleman  has  pat  many  cases  in  illustra- 
tion of  his  definition.  It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to 
each  case — I  will  select  two  only,  on  which  I  am 
desirous  of  making  a  few  obserTatioas. 

The  first  is  on  an  argument  deduced  from  a  law 
in  the  State  of  Massadinsetts  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  tbe  gentleman,  seemed  to  be  entitled  to 
peculiar  force,  as  being  the  ofispring  of  a  State  so 
celebrated  in  espooslBg  the  cause  of  this  race  of 
people.  It  is  a  law  by  which  marriages  ace  for- 
bidden between  the  white  and  the  black  people; 
ba^  it  this  eircumstanee  proves  any  thine,  it  proves 
too  mach,  because  it  equally  atwidges  the  rights  of 
both|  aikd  the  aigumcnt  destroys  itsdf;  for  if,  on 
that  aeoouo^  a  Mack  perBoa  is  not  a  citizen,  bow 
can  the  white  person  be  a  eitizen?  And  besides, 
it  will  be  found,  hy  an  inspection  of  the  law,  thai 
the  penalties  or  fines  are  imposed  only  on  the 
-w^te  pet^e. 

The  other  case  stated  is,  that  the  black  people 
ate  exempt  from  serving  in  the  militia.  But  I  do 
not  coBuder  this  as  a  deprir^ion  of  a  right:  it  is 
a  privilege,  and  is  so  esteemed,  when  the  indalg- 
ence  is  granted  to  persons  advanced  in  age.  The 
colored  people  might  be  compelled  to  form  in 
companies  by  themselves,  so  as  not  to  be  the  as.so- 
ciates  of  the  white  soldiers,  as  was  the  case  in  the 
Revolutionary  vrar.  I  have  taken  this  brief  notice 
of  the  definition  by  endeavoring  to  show  its  inac- 
curacy when  applied  to  the  complex  system  of  our 
Federal  Government 

We  shall  arrive  with  more  safety  at  tbe  knowl- 
edge whether  any  free  bUck  people  are  ^ttzens  or 
not,  by  eonsidenng  their  acknowledged  siiualion 
in  a  general  point  of  view.  And,  at  this  stage  of 
my  resmarks,  I  beg  the  Honte  to  lecolleet  that, 
pterioiw  to  the  adoption  of  the  CouBtitution  of  the 
United  States,  each  State  had  tbe  onqoestionable 
right  of  saving  who  should  compose  its  own  citi- 
zens; and  if,  at  the  adoption  of  the  ConstituUon 
of  the  United  States,  free  neg^es  and  mulaUoes 
were  citizens  of  any  one  State  in  the  Union,  the 
Federal  Constitatton  gaTc  to  mch  citizans  all  the 


prirHfvea  and  imnranities  of  die  oitiaeBs  in  the 
severw  Slates. 

I  have  examined  the  constitutions  of  the  sevttal 
States,  and  thae  are  but  seven  or  eight  that,  in 
temia,  eidttde  the  colored  petnile  from  voting.  In 
these  eonatitationa  the  ri^t  tx  sofiage  is  eoraned 
to  wlute  perwws;  fautthis  affords  a  very  forcible 
argmmt  that  it  was  the  opmion  of  the  manben 
of  their  convention,  that  hlack  peoi^e  should  bave 
been  ineluded  und»  the  gGBeral  term  of  citizens. 

In  the  Sentueky  eonstitvtion,  the  ondeistaniting 
of  the  convention  a^^iears  plain.  The  words  an. 
"  Every  free  male  citizen,  (negroes,  mnlattoes,  and 
Indiai^  excepted.") 

Und^  the  old  constitution,  in  Maryland,  this 
description  of  people  voted ;  but  the  gencni  terms 
were  changed,  by  the  present  constitution  of  that 
State,  to  ev«y  free  white  male  citizen. 

In  North  CeroUna,  I  understand  that  they  stiA 
vote  at  elections.  In  Pennsylvania,  there  have 
been  instances  of  their  votin«,  but  they  are  seldom. 
In  several  of  the  New  England  States  thev  exer- 
cise this  right,  and  did  so  in  choosipg  the  del^cates 
who  fwmed  the  Federal  Owstitution.  In  Suna- 
cfausetts,  and  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  par- 
ticular,  tliey  enjoy  the  acknowledged  and  unintoh 
tainted  right  of  Buffi-age ;  and  the  consiitiuions  ot 
these  States  ace  both  anteoedent  to  the  Coostiti^ 
tion  of  the  United  States.  The  question  might 
be  very  eafely^  rested  on  the  oorreotness  of  the  opin- 
ktns  entertained  in  these  two  respectable  States 
on  the  subject.  The  sttoation  of  the  black  pcoi^e 
in  these  States  was  known  anterior  to  the  Revo- 
lution, and  at  the  time  of  the  acknowledgment 
our  iadependenee}  they  were  of  course  the  best 
capable  of  judging,  and  were  the  only  persons  who 
had  the  right  to  judge  whether  these  free  people 
WW  emlHtaoed  in  the  g«aecal  terms  of  their  eo»> 
stitutions. 

When  oar  difierent  c«istitationa  VRe  fonoed, 
this  eUsBof  people  lived  among  na,  not  in  thechw^ 
aeter  of  foreii^as  \  duy  were  etnneeted  with  no 
other  nation — this  was  thor  native  country,  and 
as  dear  to  thmiastoiis.  Thoosands  of  them  were 
free  bom,  and  they  composed  a  part  of  the  pet^de 
in  tbe  several  States.  They  were  identified  with 
the  nation,  and  its  wealth  consisted,  in  part,  of 
their  labor.  They  had  fought  for  their  country, 
and  were  ri|^iteously  included  in  the  principles  of 
the  DeclaraUon  of  Independence.  This  was  their 
condition  when  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  framed,  and  that  high  instrument  does 
not  east  the  least  snade  of  doubt  upon  any  of  their 
righta  or  privileges ;  but  on  the  eontrarv,  I  may 
c^ltenge  gentlemen  to  examine  it,  with  all  the 
ability  uey  are  capable  of,  and  see  if  it  contains  n 
single  ezprassitm  that  deprives  them  of  any  privi- 
1^^  that  is  bestowed  on  others. 

They  have  a  right  to  pume  their  own  hajqpi- 
ness,  in  as  high  a  degree  as  any  other  cla^ 
people.  Their  situation  is  ^milar  to  others,  in  relap 
tion  to  the  acquirement  of  jvoperty,  and  the  rap 
rious  pursuits  of  industry.  They  are  aititled  to 
the  same  rights  of  religion  and  protection,  and  are 
subjected  to  tbe  same  punishments.  They  an 
enumerated  in  the  census.   They  can  ■  be  taxed, 
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and  made  liable  to  militia  duty ;  they  are  denied 
noDe  of  the  privileges  coDtaioed  in  the  bili  of 
rightai  and,  altboagh  many  of  these  advantages 
are  allowed  to  a  strangei,  duricg  bis  temporary 
residenee,  ^et,  in  no  one  instance  ia  a  free  native 
Uaek  man  treated  as  a  foreigner. 

When  they  enjoy  all  these  rights,  civil  abd  reli- 
gious, equally  with  the  white  people ;  and  when 
tbev  all  flow  from  the  name  constitnticms  and  lawa^ 
witiiout  any  especial  designation  or  r^nence  to 
them,  I  have  a  curiosity  to  learn  apon  what  piin- 
ciple  any  rifht  can  be  singled  out,  ai  one  of wnieb 
they  are  to  be  deprived. 

I  appeal  to  the  public  transactions  in  this  coun- 
try, to  the  diS^ent  constitutions,  and  to  the  laws, 
for  the  correctness  of  this  position ;  that,  whenever 
exceptions  are  iotended  to  be  made  in  regard  to  this 
class  of  people,  that  it  requires  express  provisions 
for  the  purpose.  It  is  said  that  tbej  are  not  wtt- 
ncnea  in  some  States;  but  it  requires  a  particu- 
lar law  to  render  them  incompetent  to  give  tes- 
timony. 

As  eittxenship  has  not  been  defined  in  any  of  the 
eonve&tioiu,  or  by  any  of  the  wise  assembmges  of 
men  in  this  connttv,  it  would  be  rash  in  me  to  at- 
tcm{)t  to  i^iTe  any  tning  tike  a  confident  definition ; 
but,  if  being  a  native,  and  free  bom,  and  of  parents 
belonging  to  no  other  nation  or  tribe,  does  not  con- 
stitute a  citizen  in  this  country,  I  am  at  a  toss  to 
know  in  what  manner  citizdnstiip  is  acquired  by 
birth.  This  would  be  broader  than  necessary  for 
the  present  occasion,  as  it  would  exclude  the  chil- 
dren of  manumitted  slaves.  In  EDglaod,  from 
whence  we  adopt  many  of  our  customs,  the  sons 
of  aliens  are  deemed  natives ;  though  the  case  ia 
■aid  to  be  different  in  many  other  couotries. 

When  a  foreigner  is  naturalized,  he  is  only  pot 
in  the  plaeeofa  native  freeman.  This  is  the  gen- 
eral  idea  of  naturalization. 

The  word  citizen,  in  its  original  sense,  I  believe, 
only  meant  a  free  person  of  a  city ;  it  lutd  no  ap- 
pticatioQ  here  until  after  oar  independence ;  and 
then  it  had  to  be  accommodated  to  the  customary 
and  peculiar  character  of  our  complex  system.  In 
our  political  aec^tation  of  the  word,  it  differs  in 
theory  and  origin  from  allegiance :  that  was  a 
feudal  connexion,,  acknowledging  the  distinction 
of  superior  and  inferior ;  it  was  a  species  of  slavish 
tenure.  But  citizenship  is  rather  m  the  nature  of 
a  compact,  expressly  or  tacitly  made;  it  is  a  po- 
litical tie,  and  the  mutual  obligations  are  contribu- 
tion and  protection. 

If  our  tree  black  population  should  be  impressed 
in'  a  foreign  port,  how  could  we  redress  the  wrong 
if  we  haveno  pohti<»Jl  connexion  with  them,  if  they 
do  not  belong  to  onr  political  family  1  Previous  to 
the  Revolution  they  were  British  subjects,  and 
ther  were  dissolved  from  any  farther  connexion 
with  that  nation  at  tlue  same  time  with  the  white 
people:  and  it  would  be  exceedingly  strange,  if, 
from  that  moment,  they  ceased  to  be  connected 
with  any  political  society.  Cases  are  familiar 
where  they  assume  not  only  the  appearance,  but 
the  reality  of  citizeuship.  If  they  should  engage 
in  commerce,  none  of  the  r^^lations,  as  to  for- 
eignos,  would  be  applicable  to  them.   Can  there 
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exist  any  doubt  as  to  their  cajwcitv  of  sustaining 
actions  in  the  Federal  courts  in  toe  .character  m 
citizens?  But  alt  our  researches  on  ^is  subject 
aim  principally  at  one  object;  it  is  to  ascertain 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  patriots  of  this  ootm- 
try,  at  an  early  day,  respecting  this  question.  This 
is  a  fountain,  when  reached,  that  cannot  deceive 
us ;  and,  in  looking  into  the  ancient  records  of  thia 
Government,  we  find  that  this  verv  question  at- 
tracted attention,  and  received  a  solemn  decision. 
The  fourth  article  of  the  Confederation  reads  as 
follows:  "The  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate 
'  mutual  friendship  and  intercourse  among  the 
'  people  of  the  different  States  in  the  Union,  the 
'  free  inhabitants  of  each  of  these  States — paupers, 
'  vagabonds,  and  fugitives  from  justice  excepted — 
<  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privil^es  and  immunities 
'  of  free  citizens  in  the  several  States.''  This  lan- 
guage includes  ev«y  free  inhabitant,  whetho: 
black  or  white,  and  clothes  him  with  all  the  priri- 
l^es  of  a  citizoi ;  and  that  this  was  the  actual 
intention  appears  from  the  minutes  taken  when 
the  Confederation  was  arreed  to,  (first  roliune  of 
the  taws  of  the  United  States,  page  26.)  When 
the  fourth  article  was  under  consideration,  the 
delegates  from  South  Carolina  being  called, 
moved  the  following  amendments  in  Dehalf  of 
their  State  :  1.  In  article  fourth,  between  the  words 
free  inhabitants,  insert  white — passed  in  the  nega- 
tive, ayes  2,  noes  8,  and  one  State  divided.  It  was 
then  moved,  after  the  words  "the  several  States," 
to  insert,  "according  to  the  law  of  such  States  re- 
spectively." for  the  government  of  their  own  five 
white  inhabitants,  passed  in  the  negative — ayes  2, 
noes  8,  and  one  State  divided — and  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  Congress,  in  1783,  we  are  furnished  with 
the  opinion  of  Congress,  on  this  subject,  in  terms 
equally  clear  and  explicit,  when  it  was  resolved, 
With  the  exception  of  two  States,  one  of  which 
was  divided,  that  all  charges  "of  war  and  all  the 
'  expenses  that  have  been  or  shall  be  incurred  for 
'  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  &e., 

*  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  common  treasury, 
'  which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  sereral  States,  in 
'  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  white  and 
'  other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  every  age, 

*  sex,  and  condition,"  dec. 

Here  it  is  acknowledged  expressly  that  there 
were  other  free  citizens  besides  while  citizens.  If 
this  will  not  convince  gentlemen  that  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  were,  from  early  times,  considered 
as  citizens,  and  composed  a  part  of  the  people  who 
chose  the  del^ates  to  frame  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, it  wilt  be  in  vain  for  me  to  nrge  the  matter 
any  farther. 

1  will  add  a  few  remarks  on  die  subject  of  man- 
umitted slaves.  Among  the  Romans,  as  it  ap- 
pears from  Cooper's  Justinian,  there  were  three 
grades;  the  first  class  of  their  freedmen  were  enti- 
tled to  the  privities  of  Roman  citizens ;  the  other 
two  classes  were  only  allowed  the  enjoyment  of 
inferior  rights.  What  would  be  the  condition  of 
a  manumitted  slave,  in  this  country,  where  the 
equal  rights  of  man  are  more  highly  appreeiated 
than  in  any  other  nation,  X  will  not  undertake  to 
say. 
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la  Baglaad,  abo,  Blisbt  ■  circnmstwices  were 
caogbt  at  to  e^t  the  enfraDchtsemeot  of  pentoas 
heldia  vUlaDage — such  as  the  master  bringioff  an 
action  against  his  Tillain,  which  was  coDstra«l  to 
be  the  putting  of  him  on  an  equal  footing  with 
himself  The  idea  that  a  free  colored  man,  if  a 
citizen,  would  be  eligible  to  any  office,  however 
elevated,  seems  irrecoocilable  to  the  impressions 
of  some  jientlemen.  But  it  will  be  recollected 
that  this  u  an  event  that  has  never  occurred  in 
States  where  they  are  acknowledged  to  b«  ctti- 
zena.  The  manners  and  pnetieaTdistinctioiu  in 
^vate  Ufe,  which  are  obsored  between  the  white 
and  the  black  people,  will  form  a  barrier,  in  this 
respect,  as  insurmountable  as  if  ingrafted  in  the 
CoDSCitation  itself;  and  no  danger  need  be  feared 
that  there  will  be  any  other  commixture  of  com- 
mnuity  than  we  see  at  present.  There  are  thou- 
sands of  white  people  who  bare  no  better  chance 
of  being  fJaced  in  office.  I  would  not  wish  to 
seen  practice  prevail  of  putting  them  in  situations 
that  would  create  any  disagreeable  or  unpleasant 
sensations;  bat  this  is  ao  reason  why  they  should 
not  be  allowed  the  practical  enjoyment  of  soch 
rights  of  citizenship  as  our  customs  and  habits 
may  approve  of  as  suitable  to  their  condition. 

It  is,  however,  wholly  unnecessary,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  trouble  oanelves  in  drawing  nice  lines 
of  distinction  as  to  the  propriety  or  power  of 
abridging  the  common  rights  in  rM[ard  to  this  class 
of  people ;  for  no  <Hie  can  gravely  accede  to  the 
woposition,  that  a  citizen  can  be  denied  the  privi- 
lege of  residii^  on  the  soil  of  his  citizenship,  when 
he  has  committed  no  offence ;  that  he  can  beheld 
in  a  state  of  exile  without  being  branded  with  any 
mark  of  disgrac?. 

But,  sir,  as  an  exception  to  the  general  rale,  the 
^entleouin  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Arcbsr,)  who  has 
jost  preceded  me,  says  that  they  would  be  a  nui- 
sance in  that  State,  and  that  this  gives  the  right 
of  excluding  them,  as  an  object  of  defence.  This 
doctrine  appears  to  me  to  be  va^e  and  fancied. 
What  is  oar  geoeral  idea  of  a  nuisaace  7  bit  not 
a  fact  to  be  ascertained  by  legal  investigation? 
One  man  may  be  guilty  of  a  nuisance,  whue  ano- 
ther of  the  same  color  may  he  innocent;  and  shall 
a  whole  description  of  peoi^e  he  condemned  and 
derived  of  valuable  r^hts  without  a  heariu  1 

The  same  gentleman,  to  show  the  poww  of  a  State, 
has  instaoeed  the  case  of  paupers,  and  alleges  that 
they  can  be  prevented  from  coming  into  a  State  to 
reside.   Paupers  are  clearly  dutingoisbable  from 
other  citizens,  and  perhaps  may  form  an  exception ; 
they  were  expressly  excepted  in  the  old  Articles 
of  Confederation ;  their  usefulness  to  their  country 
is  spent,  and  they  fall  helpless  on  the  benevolence 
of  the  society  to  which  ther  belong ;  they  have  no 
property  to  go  to,  neither  have  they  any  election 
as  to  the  place  of  their  residence ;  they  are  as  a 
debt  on  taeir  own  State,  and  no  other  State  is 
bound  to  discbarge  it ;  and  I  shottld  suppose  that 
every  community  would  contain  a  power  to  pto- 
tectitself  against  such  palpable  impositions,  when- 
ever deaigaed  to  be  practised  upon  it,  as  much  so 
as  it  woiuid  hare  a  right  to  prevent  permu  coming 
iram  places  infected  with  malignant  disease*. 
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I  beg  leave  to  rewesent  this  question  in  another 
point  of  view,  for  the  reflection  of  gentlemoi  who 
do  not  believe  that  any  negroes  or  mnlattoes  are 
citizens. 

If  Congress  has  a  power,  under  the  Constitution, 
to  make  sooh  a  description  of  people  citizens,  the 
clause  in  the  constiiation  of  Missouri  is  repugnant 
to  the  exercise  of  such  a  powec,  and  would  come 
in  immediate  collision  with  it.  State  constitu- 
tions must  not  stand  in  the  way  of  any  powers 
lawfully  exorcised,  or  which  may  be  lawfully  ex- 
orcised. 1^  Congress.  Congress  having  the  power 
of  estaUishiniir  an  uniform  rale  of  naturalization, 
could  make  citizens  of  this  class  of  people,  either 
out  of  the  bosom  of  our  own  country  or  from  for* 
eign  counties.  The  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  were 
made  citizens  upon  a  liberal  coostroction  of  thu' 
power,  without  any  uniform  rule.  If  Congress 
possesses  this  power,  it  is  not  material  whether  it 
IS  exercised  or  not  There  is  no  bankrupt  law  at 
present }  but  if  there  had  been  a  clause  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  that  no  man  should  be  divest- 
ed of  his  estate  by  virtue  of  any  bankrupt  law, 
under  any  pretext  whatsoever,  such  a  clause  would 
certainly  be  unconstitutioDal. 

The  words  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  ex- 
tend to  n^roes  and  mulattoes,  in  the  most  ex- 
tensive maimer.  The  desi^  evidently  was  to 
inerent  them  from  aettling  in  that  State,  at  any 
time  or  on  any  condition,  without  regard  to  the 
circumstance  whether  they  were  citizens  or  not 

It  is  observed  by  the  committee,  that  a  careful 
examination  of  the  clause  might  perhaps  couute- 
naoce  the  Ofunion  that  it  api^ed  to  the  large  class 
of  free  ncf^roes  and  mulattoes  who  are  not  con- 
sidered as  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  but  the 
words  are  too  general  and  positive  for  such  a  con- 
struction.  They  allow  of  no  pretext  whatsoever. 

Suppose  the  constitution  oi  Missouri  had  de- 
clared that  the  militia  of  that  State  should  be 
commanded  by  its  own  officers,  notwithstanding 
any  pretext  whatsoever,  would  that  be  ccmstrued 
to  mean  when  the  militia  was  not  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States?  A|^n :  if  a  clause 
had  said  that  the  State  of  Missouri  might,  against 
every  pcetex^  lay  imposta  or  duties  on  imports  or 
exports  fitmi  that  Stal^  would  Congress  give  it 
their  sanction,  and  construe  it  only  to  mean  as  far 
as  mi^t  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  executing 
of  its  revenue  lawsl  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
least  reflection  will  induce  gentlemen  to  believe 
that  the  clause  will  not  bear  toe  construction  which 
the  oonunitlee  seem  willing  to  give  it. 

The  committee  go  on  to  say,  that,  of  all  the 
"  articles  in  our  Constitution,  there  is,  orobably, 
'  not  one  more  difficult  to  construe  well  than  that 
'  which  gives  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the 
'  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  sev- 
'  eral  States ;  there  is  not  one  an  attention  to 
'  whose  spirit  is  more  necessary  to  the  convenient 
'  and  beneficial  connexions  of  the  States;  nor  one 
'  of  which  too  laige  a  construction  would  more 
'  complelely  break  down  dieir  ddienrive  jmweri 
*  and  lead  more  directly  to  their  consolidation.** 

The  doubtful  appraiensioos  and  difficultiee 
taised  coDcemiBg  me  enutrnetiom  of  this  danae, 
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apimr  to  me  to  be  entirely  imBgiiMrjr }  for  I  «an 
perceiTe  no  put  of  &e  GtMistiiDtion  nwcej^ble  of 
a  cleam  oawntandiny. 

Suppose,  for  instance,  that  a  fordsner  should  be 
natunlized  in  this  District,  or  in  a  Territory ;  he 
woold  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  but  not 
the  peeoltar  citizen  of  any  one  State ;  still,  if  he 
abould  go  into  any  State  to  reside,  he  would  re- 
qnire  no  new  adoption;  he  would  be  snbjeeted 
only  to  the  State  qnalifications,  as  to  residence  and 
the  like,  which  wWd  be  equally  exacted  from  its 
own  citizens he  would,  in  fact,  mingle  with  the 
oitizens,  and  be  one  of  them,  and  partake  of  all 
their  privileges :  and,  so,  if  a  citizen  uf  one  State 
should  change  his  residence  into  another,  he  would 
be  in  a  similar  predicament.  A  citizen  of  one 
State,  moreoTer,  without  remorinfl  into  another, 
vooU  haire  a  right  to  take  laud  by  porchase  or 
inhoituee,  and  to  part  wiUt  it,  at  hia  awn  plea- 
cnn,  aecMding  to  the  State  lomj  hswottld  be 
atkled  to  mil  pririlegee  thai  did  not  reqairenetoal 
midoBce,  and  conid  not,  in  any  instance,  be  con- 
akkred  aa  a  men  forriguer. 

The  report  seems  to  countotance  the  idea,  and 
the  wTffument  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  LowNMa)  enforces  it,  that  a  State  may 
have  existence  antecedent  to  its  being  a  member 
of  the  (Jnion ;  and  that,  being  a  State,  there  is  Ae 
aame  right  to  form  a  constitntion  as  in  the  case  of 
an  old  State ;  and  if  there  shoi^  be  any  thing  in- 
compatible with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  a  subject  of  judicial  cogaizance.  This 
is  correct,  as  it  r^tes  to  an  old  State,  for  there 
Congress  has  no  cMtrol  over  it.  They  are  not 
one  of  the  acting  partiea.  The  eonstibition  is  not 
to  be  submitted  to  Congress.  The  old  State  had 
made  its  campact  with  the  Union,  and  if  it  does 
any  thing  inoonsistentwith  that  compact,  it  is  ne- 
cessarily to  be  corrected  by  the  Jndiciary. 

1  beg  of  the  Hoose  to  pay  partfcniar  attention  to 
tins  part  of  the  su^ect.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  LownnEsJ  to  be 
of  opinicn  that  a  State  is  created  as  soon  as  Con- 
gress gfant  authority  to  the  inhabilants  of  a  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  State  government,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants accept  of  the  authority  givra,  and  agree 
among  tbemselves  to  form  a  SUate  goversraent. 
This  IS  supposing  that  Confess  has  parted  with 
all  its  power,  as  to  Uie  creation  of  the  State,  and 
has  only  retained  the  power  to  say  whether  the 
Stat^  so  created,  shall  be  admitted  mto  the  Union 
or  not  i  and^  if  not,  that  it  still  remains  a  State 
ont  of  the  Union.  If  the  paiod  selected  is  an  un- 
fortunate one.  I  am  willing  it  itnll  be  ofaanf^  to 
the  best  possible  period  j  for  I  maintain  the  prin- 
ciple that  Congress  has  no  antfaority  to  gire  exist- 
ence to  a  State  which  shall  not,  co-ins(ante,  be  a 
member  of  the  Union ;  a  single  moment  cannot  in- 
tervene between  its  complete  existence  as  a  State, 
and  its  being  a  member  of  the  Uoion. 

New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  the  Union.  This  is  all  the  power  that  the 
peoi^e  have  clothed  CongrcK  with.  Congress  has 
no  right  to  create  an  indepmdent  and  alien  nation, 
to  be  composed  out  of  the  territory  and  inhabi- 
tanaheloDgmg  to  tlw  United  Slates.   Ttae  crea- 
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tion  of  a  State  and  its  memberabip  in  tbw  Union 
is  to  be  eonridered  as  one  indiTisible  ttansaetion ; 
as  one  coimeoted  object  If  a  State  has  compete 
exbtence,  and  Undine  alone,  it  most  poaKii  aov^ 
ereign  power.  Its  vontion  would  be  unboimded, 
and  it  could  not  be  coerced  into  the  Union  against 
its  own  will.  It  might  set  the  majesty  of  the  old 
States  at  defiance.  It  is  perfectly  plain,  that  sui^ 
a  state  of  things  could  not  exist  under  the  Cimsti- 
tution  of  the  United  States;  and  this  shows  that 
it  is  a  joint  transaction;  tint  the  parties  never 
lose  sight  of  each  other ;  and  that  nothing  can  be 
final  and  conclusive  antil  there  is  a  union  of  wills 
upon  the  admission  of  the  Stale  iato  the  Union. 

As  Confess  has  no  power  to  create  an  indq)ea- 
dent  State — that  which  cannot  be  done  directly, 
cannot  be  effected  indirectly*  by  any  accident  or 
ne^igcneeon  either  side.  The  people  have  parted 
with  no  such  pmrar.  Congress,  in  some  shape  ot 
other,  must  consent  to  the  constitution.  Thatfe 
roost  be  a-mnittality  of  eonsmt  in  this  particular. 
For  w^  other  pnrpoaeis  the  constitution  direcMd 
to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  if  it  is  not  to  give 
Congrese  an  opportunity  to  examme  it,  and  give 
their  opinion  upon  it  7 

The  law  of  the  last  session  contains  a  iHoviso, 
that  the  constitntion,  whenever  formed,  ^all  be 
rMHibltcan,  and  not  repliant  to  the  Conetituiioa 
of  ibe  United  Slates.  In  whose  opinion  was  it  to 
be  repablioan,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States?  Most  unquestionably 
the  understanding  was,  that  it  should  be  su  tn  the 
opinion  of  the  acting  parties,  and  not  in  the  opin- 
ion of  any  oth^  branch  of  the  Government.  And 
how  can  Congress  decide  upon  it  nntil  it  see  the 
constitution  ?  It  has  been  contended,  that  a  Smte 
may  be  created  nro^eiively :  but  this  seans  in- 
consbtent  with  the  nature  <a  me  tnnsaction,  and 
it  cannot  be  supported,  except  on  the  principle  of 
divesting  Congress  of  every  partick  of  power  on 
the  subject,  aner  the  enactment  of  the  first  law ; 
for,  if  Congress  has  nowa  right  of  declaring  wiie- 
ther  Missouri  has  become  a  State  in  the  Union,  or 
not,  it  involves  the  question  whether  or  no  tbe 
law  of  the  last  session  has  been  oomplied  widi. 
This  mode  of  proceeding  would  want  order,  with- 
ont  producing  any  change  in  sobstance ;  and  it  is 
evident  ^t  tois  was  not  the  original  opinion  of 
the  committee,  as  the  resolution  read*,  that  Mis- 
souri shall  be,  and  is  h«eby  declared  to  be,  one  o( 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  is  admitted  into 
the  UaiiHi  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States.  In  relation  to  this  point  tbe  real  question 
is,  Whether  Congress  will  examine  the  constitn- 
tion, and  give  an  ojanion  upon  it,  either  in  what 
may  be  deemed  a  prospective  ^int  of  view,  or 
oltiM-wise?  And  mis  is  a  principle  which,  in  my 
i^oion.  Congress  oivht  never  to  yield  up.  I 
think  We  should  not  be  discharging  the  duty  we 
owe  to  tbe  peoi^e,  if  we  moely  pass  a  law  author- 
iziag  a  State  to  be  created,  and  then  abandon  the 
case,  and  leave  it  to  tbe  inhabitants  and  others  to 
say  whether  the  constitution  is  republican,  and  not 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States. 
Congress  ennessed  their  opinion  in  die  case  <A 
Ohio,  by  deduing  that  the  constinMion  and  State 
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gomnmeiit  had  been  fomied  in  pnnoBnee  of  the 
net  of  Congress }  and  do  BtUe  ui  been  admitted 
hiCo  the  Union  since,  without  the  exjtteos  aaeent  of 
Coni^ress,  after  seeinc^the  constitution. 

If  It  is  the  duty  of  Conpvss  to  express  an  opin- 
ioa,  the  qaestion  is,  whetner  there  has  been  a  com- 
pliance with  the  law  of  the  last  session  ?  The 
proriso  is  a  condition  precedent,  and,  until  com- 
plied with,  no  State  has  been,  or  can  be,  created. 
This  was  the  basis  and  foundation  of  the  autlioritf . 
Bat  both  the  gentlemen  'from  Virginia  say,  that 
the  ol^eetionaKe  part  may  be  considered  as  a 
ni^lity  and  nothing.  I  confess  I  do  iiot  imder- 
stand  this  kind  of  logic.  Congress  put  in  a  law  a 
solemn  provision,  that  the  constitution,  when 
formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to 
the  Constitation  of  the  United  States ;  but  the 
sober  meaning  of  this  is,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  it  is  repugnant  or  not.  If  the  law  has 
been  eomjAied  wiUk,  it  is  Tcry  well ;  but,  what 
awprisesme  die  most  is,  that  ittse^ually  satisfoo- 
tmy  whether  it  has  been  comptied  with  or  not,  as 
the  bad  part  mar  be  treated  as  a  nnllity .  In  prin- 
ciple it  can  mafce  no  diflennee  how  muiy  iwrtB 
are  repugnant,  as  all  may  fae  considered  as  traBities 
and  nothing. 

It  is  asked  if  a  bad  part  will  ritiate  the  whole  ? 
That  depoids  upon  »e  nature  of  the  case.  In 
some  cases  it  wilL  and  in  others  it  will  not.  Bat, 
whanerer  the  whole  depends  upon  a  condithm, 
that  there  shall  be  no  bad  part,  then  it  will ;  and 
that  is  the  case  in  the  present  instance.  We  must 
agree  to  take  the  whole  or  none.  We  do  not  know 
that  Missouri  will  consent  to  come  into  the  Union, 
if  we  undertake  to  change  her  constitntion.  If 
we  do  not  accept  of  the  whole,  we  most  snspend 
the  admission  uitil  there  can  be  a  furtho:  under- 
standing on  the  sulgect. 

The  report  goes  on  to  consider  the  ctmstitotioB 
in  the  li^t  of  an  miconstitational  law,  and,  as  a 
case  peculiarly  calculated  for  judicial  cognizance. 
But,  in  erery  case  in  which  Congress  acts,  it  must 
jn^e,  ia  the  first  iastanee,  whether  its  law  or  res- 
olntBo  is  CoDstitniioaal  or  not.  Caa  we  pass  the 
resolution  before  us,  which,  in  substance,  declares 
that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  not  repn^ant- 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
kind  of  mental  vescrration,  that  we  gire  no  opin- 
ion on  this  pnnt  7  Why,  sir,  it  is  the  solemn  onty 
of  Congress  to  refrain  from  doing  any  act  if  they 
er«n  eatatain  doubts  as  to  its  constitutionality. 
In  <he  case  of  an  ordmary  hw,  the  courts,  out  of 
laspeet  to  the  ofanion  of  the  Legislamre,  will  not 
inlKfasi^  ocem  in  a  plain  isase. 

SiMDeao  BO  mr  as  eren  to  deny  this  right  in  the 
eovta.  But,  on  this  occasion,  gendemen  seem 
wUmg  to  transcend  erery  notion  that  Ims  here- 
tofovebeea  ratertained  on  this  subject,  and  toMUP- 
reoder  at  once  to  the  snpremaoy  of  the  courta, 
which  we  sbatl  make  our  own  escape  fVom 
respouabUity.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not 
see  bow  this  case  could  be  brought  before  die 
Styreme  Court  in  any  reasonable  time ;  but,  sup- 
pose it  could,  Congress  could  not  limit  the  court 
vt  to  their  decision,  or  point  oat  what  should.be  ite 
•tfeet.  If  the  court  has  the  power,  they  would 
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judge  of  the  extent  of  their  power ;  and  diey  might 
decide,  contrary  to  the  prirale  expecta  dons  of  gen- 
ttemen,  that  the  proriso  contained  in  the  law  of 
the  last  session  was  a  condition  precedent,  and 
that,  until  complied  with,  no  State  had,  or  could 
he  brought  into  existence.  Whenever  this  bad 
news  should  reach  Congress,  they  would  be  rery 
mipleasandy  circumst^ced }  the  Sraators  and 
Represeotattre  from  Missouri  wonld  hare  to 
leare  their  seats  and  go  home. 

Could  the  Judiciary  expunge  from  the  Union 
the  States  created  out  of  the  Louisiana  purchase, 
upon  the  princi[de  that  the  whole  was  unconsti- 
tntimal  and  incompatible  with  the  original  design 
of  the  compact  made  between  the  old  States? 
This,  iudeeo,  would  be  a  gigantic  power,  and,  as 
friendly  as  I  am  disposed  towards  the  exercise  ot 
power  in  the  Judiciary,  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
a^nowledge  it,  without  much  greater  tefleeuon 
dian  I  hare  as  yet  bestowed  on  the  subject. 

If  there  ia  aiiy  case,  in  which  it  would  be  india- 
ereet  and  perhaps  improper,  for  the  Judiciary  to 
interfere  orer  the  acts  of  Congress,  I  think  it  would 
be  in  the  case  of  an  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union.  I  mean  as  it  respects  the  main  question, 
whether  a  Slate  has  been  brought  into  the  Uni<m 
or  not 

I  hare  only,  in  relation  to  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, farther  to  say,  that  here  is  a  rodntion^  on 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  rote :  if  we  beliere 
it  to  be  in  violation  of  tne  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  reject  it,  re- 
{pudless  of  the  consequences.  We  cannot  avoid 
giring  our  opinion  upon  it ;  and  nothing  can  ex- 
cuse us,  if  we  radke  an  tmlawful  breach,  bowerer 
slight,  in  the  Constitutiim. 

As  to  the  cmditiiw  of  Missouri  there  can  beno 
middle  station,  it  must  be  a  Territory  or  State. 
There  has  been  an  ineffeetaal  anempt  to  create  a 
State,  and  the  operation  is  a  reversion  to  the  oM 
state  of  things — I  mean  in  point  of  right ;  in  point 
of  fact,  Missouri  can  make  it  what  she  pleases ; 
but,  it  is  most  uncharitable  to  soppcne,  that  she 
will  rebel  against  her  eountry,  and  assume  the 
character  of  an  independent  State.  I  hope  that 
gentlemen  are  mi^ken  as  to  the  disposition  of 
the  people  of  Missouri.  Why  will  they  not  peace- 
ably submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority  t  How 
often,  since  the  existence  of  our  Government,  have 
t&e  minority  been  obliged  to  submit  7  What  evi- 
dence h«re  we,  that  the  people  of  Missouri  are 
IfliB  qualified  to  be  good  citizens?  Is  there  any 
foundation  for  all  this  dread  and  am^ension, 
that  they  are  dispoeed  to  give  ut  tnmue— I  hope 
not,  but  that,  on  the  contrary^  it  will  be  diseorered, 
that  they  hare  as  much  anxious  solicitude  as  the 
rest  of  their  fellownsitizens,  to  preaerre  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  country. 


ToBsnAY,  December  IS. 
Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of  an 
act  passed  by  the  Sta*e  of  Maryland  in  1784,  and 
now  in  force  in  Oeoigetown,  in  the  District  of 
C^nnbia,  entiUed  "An  act  for  on  adtftion  to 


Digitized  by  Google . 


m 


607 


HISTORY  OF  00NOBSS8. 


B.OFR. 


GcorgetoWD,  in  Montgomery  county whicli  bill 
was  twice  read  and  committed.  * 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  T. 
Nimmo,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alleh,  of  Tennessee,  the 
Secretary  of  the  War  Department  was  required 
to  lay  before  this  House  such  extracts  from  the 
inspection  roll  of  the  army  engaged  in  the  Semi- 
nole war,  as  will  show  whether  or  not  the  mount- 
ed men  employed  in  that  service  continued  to 
furnish,  at  their  own  expense,  horses  fit  for  duty 
until  discharged ;  also,  whether  or  not  any  rule 
was  adopted,  or  compensation  given  said  troops 
for  their  services,  not  made  applicable^  and  given, 
to  all  other  troops  of  the  same  description  emjdoy- 
ed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plombs^  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  mqaire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing,  by  law,  that  articles  of  ex- 
port, mqieeted  under  the  authority  of  one  State, 
may  be  exported  &om  any  other  State  without  be- 
ing again  inspected  in  the  State  from  which  they 
may  be  exported. 

The  House  took  up  the  proposition  yesterday 
made  by  Mr.  Whitman,  so  to  amend  the  rules 
of  the  House  as  that  the  Speaker,  in  calling  the 
States,  should  commence  with  Maine ;  and,  aAer 
a  little  discussion  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitman 
for,  and  Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  against 
the  motion,  it  was  negatived. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
tile  Cttnptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
|Vom  the  Fourth  Auditor  a  list  of  balances  chafed 
in  that  office,  and  due  more  than  three  years  prior 
to  September,  1630;  also  a  list  of  persons  (only 
fire  in  number)  who  have  failed  to  render  their 
accounts  to  that  office. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  a  plan  on  which 
the  Army  may  be  reduced  to  six  thousand  men ; 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
11th  of  May  last. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative 
to  any  alterations  or  modifications  which  he  might 
deem  necessary  in  the  acts  fixing  the  fees  and 
emoluments  oi  the  officers  of  the  customs,  and  a 
plan  for  com^sating  them  according  to  their 
leapective  services;  rendered  in  obedience  to  a  re«o- 
Intion  of  the  House  of  the  13th  of  May  last 

The  first  named  document  was  laid  on  the  taU& 
the  remaining  two  referred  to  committees,  and  all 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

AMENDMENT  TO  RULES. 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing, which,  proposing  to  alter  the  rules  of  the 
House,  lies  on  the  table  one  day  of  course : 

"A  propwition,  reqoeitiDg  informttion  from  th« 
Preiideat  of  the  United  Suteii,  or  directing  it  to  be 
fumUhcd  by  the  SeoreUr;  of  either  of  the  Execntive 
Departments,  or  the  Postmsster  Oenenl,  sball  lie  opon 
the  table  one  day  for  convderstion,  onleM  otherwise 
•rderad,  with  the  nnaninous  coneent  of  the  Hoaee." 

la  o&ring  this  motion,  Mr.  Rich  said,itwoiildt 
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if  adopted,  require  that  a  propositicm  calling  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  die  bead  of 
a  department  for  information,  should  lie  one  day 
upon  the  table  for  consideration.  He  said,  the  ex- 
perience which  had  been  afforded  him  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House,  had  taught  him  to  believe 
that  the  respect  which  was  due  the  Executive  offi- 
cers, and  which  members  owed  to  themselves,  as 
well  as  a  regard  to  economy,  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  the  amendment.  He  saidlie  by  no  means 
objected  to  the  practice  abstractly,  of  calling  for 
information;  but  bethought  that,  while  the  House 
was  in  the  practice  of  adopting  such  calls  with  the 
same  facility  that  it  instructed  one  of  its  commit- 
tees to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  the 
most  immaterial  measure  incident  to  legislation, 
if  it  did  not  at  some  times  adopt  calls  ofthe  fcina 
unadvisedly,  it  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  extraoelf 
liable  to  do  so,  and  subject  the  department  toeteat 
labor  in  cases  where  no  adequate  object  cotud  be 
attained  by  it.  He  said  he  would  mention  one  al- 
leged fact,  of  the  truth  of  which  he  bad  no  reasm 
to  doubt,  although  he  had  it  only  from  report,  viz: 
that  six  clerks  had  been  constantly  employed,  from 
the  close  of  the  last  session  to  the  present  time,  in 
collecting  the  materials  to  enable  one  of  the  de- 
partments to  answer  a  call  made  at  the  last  session. 
He  said  he  would  not  allege  that  gentlemen  would 
not  hare  made  the  call  bad  they  Known  the  labw 
which  would  have  been  required  to  furnish  the 
answer ;  but  sure  he  was  that,  in  such  a  case,  they 
would  hareconsidered  the  subject  at  least  one  day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inforated  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills,  and  a  resolution, 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  fiolmes,  of  Alabama ;  An  act  fot 
the  relief  of  Mo^an  Brown ;  and  a  resdntion  de- 
claring ^e  admission  of  the  State  of  Bliasouri  into 
the  Union ;  in  which  bills  and  resolution  theej  t»- 
quest  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolution  for  admitdng 
the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware^  addressed  the  House 

as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  soliciting  Uie  indulgence  of  the 
House  upon  the  present  occasion,  I  cannot  avoid 
expressing  my  sincere  regret,  which  none  can  fed 
more  deeply,  that  the  odious  Mivonri  question 
should  ever  have  been  revived.  After  the  discus- 
sion at  the  last  session,  after  the  excitement  it  had 
occasioned  in  this  House  and  in  the  nation  :  after 
the  deliberate  decision  ofthe  National  Legislature 
connected  with  the  principle  of  an  honorable  com- 
promise, calculated  at  once  to  allay  public  agita- 
tion and  reconcOe  conflicting  views,  and  fully  and 
fairly  executed  upon  one  side,  as  far  as  it  was  prac- 
ticable, it  was  at  least  to  be  desired  that  it  would 
be  the  wish,  as.  in  my  bumble  opinion  it  is  the 
duty,  of  evel7  friend  of  his  country,  that  this  sub- 
ject should  have  been  put  forever  at  rest ;  and  that 
the  people  of  Missouri,  mingling  their  interests  and 
feelmgs  with  thoieof  the  other  States,  should  have 
been  permitted  quietly  to  ta^  their  statim  in  onr 
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National  Coofederacy.  Bat  it  neems  that  all  these 
expectations  are  illasoryj  and  that  the  ordinary 
course  of  pnblic  txisiness  is  again  to  be  iDtemipted 
by  the  agitation  of  a  subject,  which,  I  fear,  can- 
Dot  ledd  to  any  profitable  result. 

I  admit,  with  the  gentleman  from  Pmnsylvania 
who  spoke  second  in  this  debate,  (Mr.  Sbrqgant,) 
that  the  mibjeet  has  assumed  a  di&rent,  though 
an  important  form ;  but  it  still  appears  to  me  to 
have  arisen  out  of  the  old  question^  and  that  its 
importance  is  derived  much  more  from  its  effects 
upon  the  national  tranqniUity  and  the  intMests  of 
ooT  vrtiite  popalation,  than  that  class  of  persons 
whose  rights  are  supposed  to  be  affected  by  the 
Missouri  constitution  ;  who,  as  I  believe  I  shall  be 
aUe  to  show,  have  little  interest  in  the  matter. 

I  can  assure  the  House  that  I  feel  no  inclination 
to  prolong  the  discussion  upon  so  unpleasant  a 
subject  beyOQd  that  which  every  one  must  feel, 
to  prevent  any  misconception  of  his  course ;  and 
the  best  apology,  perhaps,  for  engaging  their  at- 
tention at  all,  is  to  be  found  in  the  contrariety  of 
views  by  which  gentlemen  who  think  with  me 
have  hecD  conducted  to  the  result.  1  d9  not  advert 
to  this  cireamstaneewlth  the  least  intention  of  tm- 
dervaluing  the  arguments  of  those  who  etgoy  so 
deservedly  the  respect  of  this  House  and  the  conn- 
try ;  but  It  will  always  happen  in  the  first  agita- 
tion of  great  Constitutional  questions,  involving 
the  principles  upon  which  the  institutions  of  the 
GovemnuHit  are  foanded,  that  a  variety  of  reasons 
may  lead  different  minds  to  a  similar  conclusion ; 
and  when  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  avow  that,  I  do  not 
rely  upon  all  the  grounds  taken  by  other  gentle- 
men who  advocate  this  resolution,  I  desire  to  be 
understood  as  saying  no  more  than  that  they  have 
not  the  same  weight 'with  me  that  they  appear  to 
have  had  with  others. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  Missouri  is  not,  at 
present,  a  State  of  this  Union ;  and  I  am  equally 
elmr,  that  it  ia  both  the  right  and  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  examine  the  conatitntion  which  has  been 
satamitted  to  us;  and,  if  it  be  found  repugnant  to 
the  |ffinciples  of  the  Coiutitntion  of  me  United 
States,  refuse  to  admit  the  State  into  the  Union. 
No  State  can  of  right  claim  to  be  admitted  a 
memba  unless  her  frame  of  government  is  con- 
fmnable  to  the  prineii^es  of  the  confederacy  of 
which  she  seeks  to  be  a  part.  This  was  the  doc- 
trine for  which  I  contended  when  I  had  the  honor 
to  address  the  House  at  the  last  session,  and  I  hare 
seen  no  caase  since  to  change  my  opinion.  I  have, 
therefore,  examined  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
and  am  satisfied  that  it  is  republican,  and  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  view  I  hare  taken  of  the  sut^ect,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  more  necessary  to  consider  the 
obligations  of  Congress,  than  the  actual  condition 
of  Missoori  now,  or  what  it  will  be  if  this  resolu- 
tioD  should  be  rejected.  I  am  free  to  say,  how- 
ever, that,  in  my  opinion,  she  u  a  State ;  for  the 
people  are  in  the  actual  exercise  of  State  eorern- 
mcDt.  She  is  ready  for  admission  into  the  Union, 
which  coald  not  be  nntil  the  territorial  disabilities 
lud  been  merged  in  Stote  sovereigntjr.  We  do 
not  farm  m  Slate  by  onr  act ;  we  admit  into  the 
16tb  Con.  2d  Bua^— AO 
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confederacy  a  State  already  formed  by  the  peo- 
ple. Missouri  would  be  a  State  if  the  objectiona- 
ble feature  were  not  in  the  constitution ;  she  is  not 
the  less  so  because  it  is  there,  though  it  may  be 
the  means  of  keeping  her  out  of  the  Union,  and 
of  thus  producing  new  and  very  important  relar 
tions  with  the  United  States.  Whether  Congren 
will  possess  the  ri^t  or  the  power,  should  the  con- 
stitution be  rejcct»I,  of  dissolving  the  State  gOT- 
ernment,  and  of  reducing  the  people  once  more  to 
territorial  subjection,  is  a  question  of  fearful  mag- 
nitude, upon  which,  though  I  have  a  very  strong 
opinion,  I  feel  no  desire  at  present  to  make  any 
ower  ration. 

The  obligations  of  Congress  apjpear  to  me  to 
be  equally  clear.  We  hare  soleinnfy  decided  that 
we  possess  no  power  to  impose  any  condition  upon 
the  people  of  Missouri  as  the  price  of  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  We  have  so  decided  by 
rejecting  an  actual  attempt  to  impose  a  condition, 
and  by  authorizing  the  people  to  form  a  State 
government,  without  any  other  restriction  than 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  itself  im- 
poses. We  hare  entered  into  a  precise  stipulation 
to  admit  the  State^  when  fonned,  into  the  Union, 
UDon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in 
aU  respects  whatever.  Our  oblintion  is,  to  ex- 
ecute this  stipulation  in  good  laith — regarding 
matters  of  suostance  rather  than  technicalities. 
We  are  bound  to  admit  the  State  into  the  Union  if 
we  can  do  so  without  violating  the  Constitution ; 
and  it  is  unworthy  the  magnitude  of  the  subject, 
to  be  searching  for  some  pretext  by  which  we  may 
escape  from  our  engagement. 

It  must  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  is  republican.  To  deny  it 
this  character  because  it  does  not  prohibit  slavery, 
would  be  to  pronounce  the  constitutions  of  all  the 
original  States  in  the  Union,  and  that  of  the  iTnt- 
ted  States,  anti-republican.  Nor  should  it  be  for- 
gotten, that,  as  it  respects  the  slaves,  in  regard  to 
whom  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session  offered 
some  admonition,  its  provisions  are  both  liberal 
and  humane ;  conftrring  upon  this  nnhappy  class 
of  persons  greater  rights,  and  guarding  them  with 
better  securities  than  they  enjoy  in  any  State  itt 
the  Union,  in  which  they  exist. 

The  only  objection  which  is  taken  to  the  con- 
stitution, is  founded  on  that  article  which  provides 
that  "it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature,  as 
'  soon  as  may  be,  to  pa^  such  laws  as  may  be 
'  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
*  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  this  State,  under 
'  any  pretext  whatsoever."  it  should  here  be  re- 
marked, that  the  Missouri  Convention  cotild  de- 
rive no  lesson  upon  this  subject  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  last  session,  which,  professing  only  to 
close  the  territory  against  slaves,  could  not  be 
construed  into  a  design  to  open  it  for  free  negroes. 
In  annotmeinff  this  course,  too.  the  convention 
have  proposed  merely  to  model  their  municipal 
policy  after  ttmt  of  a  majority  of  the  old  thirteen 
Stat^and  of  those  subsequently  admitted,  dictat- 
ed, as  I  believe  by  no  improper  temper,  but  rather 
by  the  danger  of  an  influx  of  this  class  of  persons 
from  the  Southern  part  of  the  continent,  iKbo 
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aloae  would  be  likely  to  go  there.  If  this  policy 
be  right  m  the  old  States,  it  cannot  be  wrong  in 
Missouri.  We  cannot  charge  Missouri  witn  a 
riotation  of  the;  Constitution,  without  pronounc- 
ing the  same  judgment  upon  the  original  parties 
to  the  compact;  and  I  shall  not  be  readily  per* 
auaded  of  the  unsoundneBB  of  a  doctrine  wfiieh 
luu  regulated  the  practice  of  the  State  and  Go^ 
tnl  gorernments,  ever  since  their  organization ; 
sor  will  I  hastily  pronounce  the  laws  of  half  the 
States  in  the  Union  unconstitutional  and  void. 

Bu^  I  proceed  to  consider  more  particularly,  the 
character  and  exten  t  of  the  objectionable  proTision ; 
and  I  beg  leare  to  remark,  first,  that  of  itself,  it  is 
oitirdy  inoperative.  It  does  not  infringe  the  rights 
of  any  person  whatsoever,  nor  does  it  prohibit  any 
free  negro  from  emigratmg  to  the  State  of  Mi»> 
soori.  It  is  directory  mere^  to  the  Legislature  to 
do  so,  and,  until  they  have  made  it  by  their  enact- 
ment, no  prohibition  does,  or  can  exist.  It  is  not, 
nor  can  it  be  known,  that  the  Legislature  will  ever 
pass  such  a  law ;  if  the  direction  be  unconstitu- 
tional, they  never  can.  If  they  should,  the  law, 
a»d  not  the  cautituticn,  would  create  prohibi- 
tion j  imleM  the  Legislature  should  denrc  the 
power  to  pass  the  law  from  this  worision.  But, 
It  caDDot  oe  pretended,  that  this  ouuae  erafen  on 
the  Legislature  any  new  or  greater  power  than 
titsf  w^d  possess  without  it.  In  goTemmcnts 
not  republican,  the  legislative  is  the  supreme  power; 
in  those  which  are  republican,  the  supreme  power 
is  in  the  people ;  and  under  our  system,  therefore, 
the  constitutions  abridge,  rather  than  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  legislative  department.  The  provi- 
sion, then,  instead  of  conferring  new  power,  directs 
the  L^islature  to  exert  a  power  already  in  them, 
indemndeot  of  the  constitution,  and  depending  for 
its  emcacy  in  no  degree  upon  the  authority  of  the 
constitution.  If  this  clause  confers  no  new  power, 
so  it  imposes  no  additional  oUigation  upon  the  Le- 
|(islature;  it  directs  the  exefeiseofalegiaUuive  func- 
twn,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  light  to  exercise 
it  exists,  and  that  it  may  be  rightfmly  onployed. 
It  does  not  require  the  Legislature  to  pass  the  law, 
jwr/tuaufM^rightor  WTonr;  but  to  do  so  if  they 
can  consistently  with  their  Constitutional  obliga- 
tions. In  referring  the  subject  to  legislative  inter- 
|iositioii,  the  convention  could  have  designed  noth- 
ing els&  than  that  it  should  act  under  the  same 
responsibilities,  and  with  the  same  r^ard  to  mo- 
tives of  State  and  general  policy  as  in  other  cases. 
They  could  not  hare  made  it  obligatory  upon  the 
L^islature  to  pass  the  law  at  all  events,  for  this 
wouid  have  been  reqairing  them  to  violate  the 
Constitution  of  the  tJaited  States,  which  their 
oaths,  as  members  of  the  Legislature,  bound  them 
to  support.  Beudes,  if  it  had  been  the  design  to 
auct  the  prohibition  without  regard  to  Constitu- 
tional restraints;  or  to  abridm  l^islative  discre- 
tioUf  the  convratiott,  themselres  would  have  in- 
gratted  it  upon  their  work,  and  not  hare  referred 
It  to  the  Legislature.  The  injunctions  of  the  con- 
vention in  matters  of  l^islative  cognizance  must 
always  be  subservient  to  the  higher  duties  of  the 
legislator,  the  first  of  which  is  to  pass  no  law  re- 
fognant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  St«tc& 


The  direction  in  question,  therefore,  amounts  to 
nothing  more  than  that  the  Legislature  shall  orig- 
inate the  system,  provided  they  shall  deem  it  com- 
patible with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

If,  therefore,  this  clause  neither  enlarges  ^e 
povrer,  nor  increases  the  obligations  of  the  Lens- 
latnra  of  Missouri,  the  power  of  the  State  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Qenenl  Government,  and  the  checda 
and  balances  of  the  latter,  are  the  same  as  they 
would  be  indejpendent  of  it ;  and  if  the  rdation  of 
the  State  to  the  United  Sutes,  and  the  rights  of 
the  persons  to  be  affected  by  it  are  the  same  whether 
the  clause  be  in  or  out  of  the  constitution,  Uie 
Lerislature  will  act,  if  at  all,  at  the  same  pcvil, 
and  under  the  same  restraints,  as  though  it  did  net 
exist,  and  it  would  be  the  law  and  not  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri  which  would  be  reimgnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  UnUed  Stat^  if  either 
could  bfc  How  then  can  we  say,  that  a  clause  of 
a  nature  perfectly  nugatory,  possessing  no  legal 
force  or  operation,  which  confers  no  additional 
power,  nor  creates  any  new  oUigation,  but  directs 
a  legislative  interference  sut^t  to  the  higher  con- 
trol of  the  institutk»B<tf  the  Qenenl OoremtaeDt, 
can  be  unconstitutional  ? 

If  this  clanie  do  not  vioJate  the  Constitution,  it 
is  not  possible  tat  Congress  to  anticipate  the  iMt- 
sage  of  an  unconstinitional  law,  and  prospeetirely 
to  pronounce  it  void,  much  less  can  we  act  uwa 
such  a  supposition.  Suppose  for  examj^e,  tnat 
this  clause  were  not  in  the  Constitution,  oat  that 
Congress  had  reason  to  believe^  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Missouri  Legislature  to  pass  a  sjm* 
ilu  law ;  could  Congress  require  from  them,  as 
the  terms  of  their  admission  into  the  Union,  a  stip- 
ulation, that  no  such  law  should  ever  be  passed  7 
Clearly  not;  for  this  would  not  onlybs  drawing 
to  Coi^ess  the  judicial  power  of  revising  State 
laws,  which  they  never  can  possess,  but  it  would 
amount  to  a  condition  tying  up  the  functions  of 
the  Legislature,  and  denving  it  the  same  povrss 
which  have  been  actually  exerted  by  the  other 
States.  Sir,  as  it  regards  tlu  muniapal  laws  of 
the  States,  Congress  must  always  rely  upon  the 
sound  Icfpu  discretion  of  the  State  LogisUture  not 
to  pass  unconstitutional  acts,  and  iVHm  the  firamess 
and  integrity  of  the  natioaal  judiciary,  to  avoid 
them  if  they  should.  With  regard  to  the  preaeat 
States  we  nave  no  other  reliance^  and  we  need  no 
other. 

And  why,  sir.  do  we  fear  the  Lesistature  of 
Missouri  more  than  we  do  of  those  of  Uie  other 
States  ?  We  have  stipulated  to  admit  these  peo|de 
into  the  Union,  and,  wishing  to  avoid  our  obliga- 
tion, we  refuse  to  execute  it,  because  we  are  pleased 
to  suspect  that  at  some  future  time  thdr  Legidla- 
ture  may  pass  a  law,  which  we  choose  to  deter- 
mine would  be  unconstitutional ! 

But,  Mr.  Sj^eaker,  suppose  the  clause  in  the 
Missouri  constitution  be  considered  is  making  it 
obligatory  upon  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  law  con- 
formable to  Its  terniB,  is  ite  compatibility  with  ^ 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  irreconeilalile? 
The  cluise  in  the  latter  instrument  with  whieh  it 
is  supposed  to  be  in  conflict,  {nvvides,  that  "  dia 
(  citizras  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  pdr- 
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'  il^n  uut  imnumitui  of  eitixau  ia  the  MTenl 
'  States."  Noir,  on  this  la^cwitioB,  I  do  not  re- 
quire gentlemen  to  refer  Uu>  qwMion  to  the  Judi- 
ciary, Tor  I  am  prepared  to  wcide  it  for  myself ; 
hue,  i  asic  Uiem,  when  they  attempt  its  intenireta- 
tioa  here,  to  be  ^ded  by  the  same  rules  of  cod- 
■tmction,  bf  which  the  Judiciary  would  decide,  if 
it  were  befive  them.  If  the  State  of  Missotiri  ikm- 
sen  aoy  power  orer  the  subject-^natter  to  which 
tk«  provision  relates,  then  it  is  not  alti^etber  void ; 
it  is  in  part  at  least  good,  and  we  most  give  it  a 
eonstmetion  which  will  reconcile  the  powers  of 
tke  State  with  those  of  the  Qenecal  GtoTenunent ; 
otherwise,  we  should  deny  to  the  Stale  the  power 
of  actiog  at  all,  lest  it  might  transcend  its  [tfoper 
sphere. 

It  mnst  be  conceded,  sir,  that  if  there  are  any 
free  negroes  and  mtdwttoes,  who  are  citizou  a 
any  Slat^  yet  that  the  mc  majority  of  this  class 
of  periont  in  die  Unted  Sttfci  an  atizens  of  no 

-  State.  As  to  these,  bf  far  the  greatest  nombar, 
the  power  of  Missoori  is  complete;  their  enigta- 
tioa  to  the  State  may  be  eonstitationaUy  prohib- 
ited, and,  so  fiu-  as  it  nmy  qpcratc  imon  ihcm.  the 
clanseisgDod.  HtsiiNm,tlwtt,hasuicundeBiabte 
right  to  |irereat"freene^oes  and  mulattoes"  from 
n^ag within  her  State;  and, in  order  togire  any 
color  to  the  objection,  gentlemen  are  ouiged  to 
assert  that  the  clause  exclodes  all  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  including  citizens  of  the  sereral  States. 
If  Missouri  bad  no  power  to  prevent  any  free  ne- 
groes from  going  ther^  the  clause  luight  be  bad ; 
but  she  is  admitted  to  possess  sufficient  power  to 
fill  up  the  plain  literal  scope  of  the  clause ;  and  it 
can  never  be  bad,  unless  the  Legialatme  exceed 
even  the  limits  of  the  iojunction.  It  ts  &ir  to  pre- 
smiM  that  the  Legislature  will  do  so,  where  they 
have  neither  a  nor  moral  oUigation  to  una 
then  forward,  but  have  both  to  help  them  baekl 

It  is  our  dnty,  iiioreovw,  sir,  to  give  to  the  VOTds 
of  the  clause  that  sense  in  which  they  are  uwaUy 
employed  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  by  men 
of  all  elassee ;  and  in  that  sense  they  impwt,  as  vi 
termini,  ihat  class  of  cdored  people  who  are  nei- 

-  tha  slaves  nor  citizens.  In  a  coontry  where  there 
are  daves  who  can  become  citizens,  the  middle 
condition  of  a  man  pasung  from  slavery  to  citi- 
zenship can  be  no  otaerwise  designated  than  by 
the  terms  here  employed,  since  his  freedom  does 

"  not  neeeasarily  imp(»t  citizenship.  When  we 
qwak  of  a  ne^  dave,  we  mean  cme  who  owes  a 
lasting  service  to  a  master ;  when  we  speak  of  a 
free  negro,  we  refer  to  him  who  has  been  set  free 
by  his  master;  and  the  i^pellation  of  citizen  be- 

-  longs  to  a  higber  condition  and  fuller  rights.  If 
we  design  to  discriminate  between  citizens  of  dif- 
iarent  color,  we  should  use  the  tenns  white  citl- 
xeA9f  m  black  «r  negro  citizens,  which  have,  I  ctm- 
fes^  to  my  ear  at  least,  the  sound  of  oovelty.  In 
eOTunon  parknee,  themfore,  we  use  the  term  free 
jMigro  m  contndistinetion  both  to  slaves  and  citi- 
zen^ in  tbe  same  way  as  the  freedman  among  the 
Romans  denoted  the  middle  condition  between 
tbe  bondnaan  and  the  Roman  citizen.  The  con- 
veatioa  of  Missouri  could  not  hare  used  the  terms 
in  any  other  sense,  especially  when  it  it  eonsid* 
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ered  that  their  principal  design  was  to  ncclnde  this 

Southem°uui  Eastern  borders,  who^re^nfbt- 
edly  not  citizens,  and  known  only  as  free  n^roes 
and  mulattoes,  rather  than  those  in  the  Northern  and 
Eastern  Statn,  who  it  cannot  be  supposed  will  be 
likely  ever  to  wander  into  this  Western  region. 
Bnt  as  this  part  of  tbe  subject  has  been  pressed 
more  in  detail,  and  with  greater  ability  than  I 
could  hope  to  onploy,  1  wul  say  no  more  in  re- 
gard to  it  than  that,  wiule  there  is  a  sound^  ^^8^ 
rational  construction  at  hand,  which  reconciles  the 
constitution  of  Missoori  witn  that  of  the  United 
States,  we  are  bound  in  a  fair  perfomance  of  our 
engagements  to  adopt  it,  rather  than  diligently  to 
hunt  after  some  teconical  objectioa  by  which  we 
avoid  the  one,  under  the  pretext  of  obeying  ^e 
other. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  these  are  iu>t  tbe  principtl 
views  which  I  design  to  sulnnit,  I  emiftss  thM  tfan 
great  sround  upon  whitdi  my  Ofuunm  is  ftmed  is. 
that  the  free  negeoea  and  mulattoes  in  the  Unitea 
States  are  not  that  description  of  citizens  oontem- 
plated  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  StMes 
as  entitled  to  Federal  rights. 

I  do  not  mean,  sir,  to  deny  that  these  people 
have  certain  rights.  I  admit  they  have  many; 
and  these  I  would  cherish,  and,  when  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  white  population,  enlarge. 
But  their  rights  are  of  a  local  nature,  dependent 
upon  the  gratuitous  favor  of  the  municipal  au- 
thority of  the  States,  and  liable  to  be  curtailed  or 
eolawed  by  those  authorities ;  they  are  limited  to 
tbe  State  granting  them,  and  confer  no  claim  to 
similar  [Hivil^fes  and  immunities  purely  federaL 
Qentlemen  must  not  only  show  that  a  free  nwro 
may  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  some  liipits 
of  citizettship  in  a  partieuiwr  Statt^  bnt  they  must 
also  show  that  he  is  of  that  description  of  "citi- 
zens" to  whom  tbe  Constitution  meant  to  guar- 
anty equal  rights  in  every  State.  The  State  au- ' 
thority  may  confer  the  right  of  citizeaisbip  within 
their  State  upon  aliens  and  Indians;  but  it  was 
never  imagined  that  they  would  therefore  be  the 
subjeets  of  federal  rights.  Nor  could  the  Consti* 
tutton  have  intended  to  refer  to  any  description  ni 
persons  whose  prlvil^fes  were  matters  of  grace 
from  the  local  municipality.  For  I  take  it  to  be 
clear,  that  no  person  can  claim  federal  immunities 
who  cannot  claim,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  privi- 
leges of  a  citizen  in  the  State  of  which  he  is  a 
resident.  A  consideration  of  the  nature  of  citizen-  ~ 
ship  and  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Union,  will 
show  that  the  Dree  negroes  in  our  coontry  have  no 
such  pretensions.  An  inattention  to  the  distine- 
tion  here  taken  has  led  to  great  misapprehension 
throoghout  the  argument.  Gentlemen  have  eetn 
some  liew  of  these  peoj^e  voting  in  some  one  or 
two  of  the  States,  and  have  seized  upon  this  cir- 
cumstance as  conclusive  evidence  of  citizenships 
without  r^ecting  that,  as  a  political  right,  it  is 
the  consequence  rather  than  ine  characteristic  of 
citizenship,  and  may  depend  upon  the  precarious 
tenure  of  the  local  Legislature,  which,  if  it  pleased 
so  to  order,  might  deprive  a  real  citizen  of  the 
right  of  voting)  while  at  the  same  time  it  shenld 
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confer  it  upon  an  ahea  who  could  claim  none  of 
the  essential  righto  which  characterize  a  citizen. 

I  eooeur  enureljr  in  the  definition  of  a  citizen, 
as  ^ren  by  the  honoraUe  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia on  mj  left,  (Mr.  Bahbodb,)  who  has  spoken 
with  90  much  Aouitjr,  and  left  I  fear  little  for  me 
to  add.  I  believe  that  his  definition  will  be  found, 
in  all  its  prominent  parte,  to  be  fully  supported  by 
the  best  authors  upon  the  mbject.  as  well  as  the 
reason  of  the  case.  I  take  it,  sir,  tnat  a  person,  to 
be  a  "citizen"  under  one  Government,  must  be  a 
member  of  the  civk  ommwttfjf,  and  entitled  as 
matter  of  ri^bt  to  equal  advantages  in  that  com- 
munity. His  rights  result  from  his  association 
with  it,  and  of  which  aothiujg  short  of  his  own 
will  or  misconduct  can  deprive  him.  They  are 
rights  independent  of  the  political  power,  and  in- 
alienable. They  were  anterior  to  the  community, 
were  carried  into  it,  and  their  preservation  formed 
the  great  object  of  the  association.  They  may  be 
modifled,  but  cannot  be  destroyed,  by  the  political 
power  of  the  society.  A  Stat^  for  matanc^  may 
regolate  the  right  of  aufihige,  and  extend  it  to 
auch  only  of  its  members  as  possess  a  freehold 
property ;  but  It  could  not  extend  it  to  one  free- 
holder  and  not  to  another ;  much  less  could  it  say 
that  a  citizen  should  not  acquire  a  freehold ;  for  it 
is  the  inherent  right  of  everjr  citizen  to  exert  his 
mentel  and  physical  powers  id  the  pursuit  of  hap- 

einess  and  for  the  acquisition  of  property,  and  to 
ave  his  acquisitions  protected.  Our  political  sys- 
tem is  founded  upon  this  principle  of  equal  rights 
in  the  members  of  the  community,  and  any  State 
regulation  which  should  interfere  with  them  would 
be  unconstitutional.  It  follows,  therefore,  that 
tiiose  only  are  "  citizens'*  who  can  claim  these  ad- 
Tantages  as  a  matter  of  right ;  all  others,  and  those 
whose  priril^tes  depend  upon  the  grace  or  favor 
of  the  local  authority,  fall  under  the  denomination 
of  inhabitaots  and  aliens,  holding  their  rights  at 
Ae  will  of  the  Government  under  which  they  live. 
Upon  a  fubject  on  which  so  great  a  variety  of 
(pinion  has  been  entertained,  I  pray  to  be  indiiiged 
in  referring  to  an  authority  in  sapport  of  the  expo- 
sition I  am  pursuing.  It  is  remarked  by  Vattd, 
who,  in  this  respect,  follows  Orotim,  that  "The 
'  citizens  are  the  members  of  the  civil  society. 

*  Bound  to  this  society  by  certain  duties,  and  sub- 
'  jeet  to  its  authority,  they  equally  participate  in 
'its  advantages.  The  natives  are  those  bom  in 
'  the  country  of  those  who  are  citizens,   lo  order 

*  to  be  of  the  country,  it  is  necessary  that  a  person 
'  be  born  of  a  father  who  is  a  citizen." 

"The  inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from  ciii- 


'  zcDs,  are  straogers  who  are  permitted  to  settle  and 
'  alay  in  the  country.  Bound  by  thd4*resideDce  to 


'  though  they  do  not  participate  in  ail  the  rights  of 
<  citizens.  Tbey  enjoy  only  the  advanUges  which 


*  die  laws  or  custom  give  them." 

**  The  perpetual  inhabitants  are  those  who  have 

*  received  the  right  of  perpetual  residence.  These 

*  are  a  kind  of  citizens  of  an  inferior  order,  and  are 

*  united  and  subject  to  the  society  without  partiei- 


'  nation  in  all  its  advantages.   Their  children  fbl- 
*  low  the  condition  of  their  fathers,"  &c. 

Of  the.  two  last  of  these  classett,  I  coasider  the. 
Indians  and  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  "  laws  and  cusKhu"  nowhoe- 
give  them  the  right  of  participating  in  all  the 
advantages  of  society.  Their  actual  advantages 
vary  in  almost  every  State ;  in  some  they  are  dealt 
out  more  liberally,  m  others  with  a  s|nruig  hand ; 
in  none  are  they  complete.  In  some  States  they 
oannet  be  witness  against  the  whites ;  in  others 
they  cannot  be  jurors ;  in  none  are  they  allowed  to 
hold  offices  or  to  intermarry  with  the  whites — a 
circumstance  to  which  I  shall  more  particularly 
advert  hereafter.  If  they  were  citizens  these  disa- 
bilities could  not  be  io^posed  upon  them,  but  for 
some  personal  defect.  The  real  truth  is,  sir,  that 
they  are  nowhere  considered  as  members  of  the 
civil  society,  but  as  inhalHtants  of  the  country, 
holding  their  ri^to  at  the  will  of  the  local  au- 
thority. 

It  was  ctnupetent,  in  the  miginal  fonnation  oi 
the  soeietica  which  -now  compose  this  Union,  to 
admit  into  the  association,  or  to  exclude  from  it, 
any  description  of  persons  whatsoever.  Every  one 
in  any  degree  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the 
first  settlonent  of  these  States  most  know  that  the 
association  was  of  white  people — Eort^ieans  and 
their  descendants.  The  idea  of  a  mixture  was  at 
no  time  tolerated;  even  the  aboriginal  Indians 
were  not  received  as  a  competent  part  of  the  civil 
or  political  community ;  but  the  country  was  set- 
tled, and  the  society  formed,  by  a  white  popula- 
tion. It  was  essentially  a  white  community.  In 
its  origin  the  black  population  could  have  formed 
no  part  of  it,  and  throughout  its  jn^ress  the  in- 
vincible barrier  to  a  mixture  of  white  and  black, 
and  the  positive  regulations  of  society,  have  per- 
petaally  excluded  them.  They  could  not,  Uiere- 
fore,  upon  the  principles  of  the  aaBOciatibii,  and  in 
tbe  nature  of  things,  he  entided  to  equal  rights. 

The  American  race  came  to  the  country  poste- 
rior to  the  whites,  and  their  original  condition  most 
unhappily  was  that  of  slaves.  As  such,  they  were 
clearly  without  the  pale  of  the  society ;  and  it  ii 
equally  clear  that  they  never  could  be  admitted 
within  it  afterwards,  uaiess  by  softie  positive  law, 
or  by  long  usage  and  custom.  They  never  have 
been  admitted  by  either.  In  Penn^lvania.  and 
many  other  States,  they  were  exgjressly  excluded 
from  the  ben^t  of  the  naturalization  laws  exist- 
ing in  the  States,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution. 

Where  is  there  any  positive  institution  providing 
for  their  incorporation  into  the  civil  community, 
or  extending  to  th«n  equal  rights?  Where  is  the 
State  in  the  Union  in  which  it  is  declared,  by  po^ 
tive  enactment,  that  free  negroes  shall  be  entitled 
to  claim  all  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  be  entided 
"  equally  to  jiarticipate  in  tbe  advantages  of  the 
dvu"  or  political  "  society  7"  I  never  heard  that 
thoe  was  one.  The  act  of  emancipation  cannot 
have  this  efieet,  unless  it  should  be  so  declared  by 
some  express  statutoiy  provision.  Emancipation  ~-i 
is  the  mere  act  of  the  owner; -it  is  merelya  re-  j 
Unquishloent  of  his  claim  to  the  sariees  of  the  ) 
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negro;  it  gires  fteedom  to  the  slave,  bat  it  is  Qot 
competent  for  the  owner,  a  single  indiTiduaL  by 
■ay  act  of  his,  to  constitute  him  a  citizen.  This 
—must  be  wfok  of  the  society  at  lar^  There 
cannot  be  a  stronger  iUnatratifm  of  this  than  diat 
the  right  aqd  form  oi  the  mannmusion  of  slaves 

,  is  ercrywhoe  a  matter  of  Slate  r^ulation ;  under 
wliich  they  confer  on  the  manomitted  slaves  only 
the  rights  of  free  n^groca,  not  of  citizens,  dlslin- 
guishm^  between  the  two  conditions,  and  creating 
&  liabiii^  on  the-  owner  to  support  the  negro,  if 
■t  any  p^iod  of  his  life  he  should  become  nnable 
to  support  himself.  This  would  never  be,  if  by 
4he  act  of  manumission  the  ne^ro  were  admitted 
to  the  rights  of  a  citizen,  for  in  that  ease  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  the  society  at  large  to  provide  for 
bis  age  and  infiimities,  and  they  would  have  no 
power  to  impose  the  obligation  exclusively  upon 
the  owner.  It  is  because  ne  can  neither  incorpo- 
rate with,  DOT  attain  to  any  rank  in  the  societv, 

-whereby  nis  means  and  inducements  to  provide 
fat  himirif  are  dvminidied}  that  the  owner  is  not 
sofiered  to  cast  him  loose  upon  the  community 
vilboat  beeomitt^  responsiUe  for  his  maintoisnce. 
Bir.the  doctrine  »  confirmed  by  the  experience  of 
all  bistory. 

The  unorable  g^tlemaa  from  PennsvWania 
(Mr.  Hbh  phill)  has  referred  us  to  Coopers  JtuM- 
mtrn  to  prov&  that  among  the  Romans  a  freedman, 
by  the  act  of  freedom,  became  a  Roman  citizen. 
But  the  gentleman  overlooked  the  declaration  of 
bis  author,  that  this  was  the  case  <mly  by  the  ex- 
press provision  of  the  Justinian  Code,  and  that 
until  that  time  the  act  of  freedom  conferred  no 
such  pririlwe.   Until  then  the  three  conditions  of 

■  bondman,  ueedman,  and  citizen,  were  distinctly 
marked;  the  second  being  the  middle  condition 

,  between  the  first  and  last,  equally  removed  from 
die  disftlnlities  of  tiie  one,  and  the  privil^es  of  the 
othtt.  The  gendeman^s  authority,  thwefore,  es- 
-tablishca  the  position  directly  against  him.  Bat, 
1  ask,  Mr.  Speaker,  wiiat  analttgy  there  is  between 
the  RotoaD  slaves  and  those  with  whom  this  coun- 
try is  unhappily  afflicted  3  Among  the  Romans 
ttw  bondman  wore  the  same  color  with  the  free 
population,  and  was  no  oth«-wise  distingaishable 
UOTn  the  rest  of  the  community  than  by  his  sub- 

1'ection  to  his  master;  when  his  shackles  were 
oosened,  he  readily  mixed  with  his  fellow  men 
like  a  dr^  added  to  the  stream,  and  floated  on  with 
the  mass  of  the  community  to  a  common  destiny. 
But  verv  different  is  the  unhappy  AMcan  race 
widiiu  the  United  States.  Their  servitude  is  not 
their  only  distinguishable  feature ;  they  nerer  oan 
mbgle  or  assitmlate  with  the  white  population, 
more  than  oil  with  water.  The  liberation  of  the 
slave  from  his  master  pushes  him  from  the  shore, 
on  an  element  where  he  is  a  stranger,  on  which 

■  he  can  make  bat  little  progress.  He  requires  to 
be  tutored,  and  diBciplined,  and  guarded,  to  fit  him 
£>r  the  humble  enjoyme&lB  which  are  afforded 
iiim.   His  interests  are  dissimilar  with  those  of 

whiles;  he  sees  them  enjoying  rights  and  ad- 
Tonlagea  to  which  he  can  never  attain ;  his  road 
to  prnennent  is  blocked  up,  and  he  passes  on  his 
jooniey  wUhoot  ^ ay  eommen  intoest  with  those 
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about  him.  It  is  for  this,  among  other  reasons, 
sir,  that  the  institutions  of  this  country  have  never 
imitated  the  Justinian  Code.  ' 

I  will  not  stop  to  notice  more  particularly  than 
has  been  done  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia^ 

gdr. Babbocb,)  the  state a^ment  derivedirom 
e  abstract  doctrines  announced  in  the  Declarft- 
tion  of  Independence,  and  the  comprehensive  ex- 
pression of  '*W e  the  pmAe,"  pr^ed  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Broad  as  they  ap- 
pear, every  one  knows  they  were  limited.  Thqr 
did  not  inoludetheslaves,  nor  the  Indians,  because 
they  referred  only  to  those  who  were  members  of 
our  civil  community ;  and,  if  my  position  be  cat~ 
rect,  for  the  same  reason  they  had  no  allusion  to 
the  free  negroes  in  the  country.  It  is  impossible 
thejr  could  have  bad^  when  in  those  SUttes  in 
which  these  deelarauons  are  the  fullest,  free  ne- 
groes were  expressly  excluded  from  the  advantages 
of  their  naturalizatioQ  laws. 

If,  then,  no  positive  law  has  incorporated  these 
people  with  toe  civil  society,  but  on  the  contrary 
has  discountenanced  i^  who  will  contend  that,  it 
has  ever  beea  accomplished  1^  the  usage  and  cus- 
tom of  the  ooontoy? 

Usage  and  custom  are  chiefly  the  result  of  our 
feeling,  if  not  our  conscience,  and  are  seldom  in 
oppositbn  to  both.  There  is  no  instance  in  his- 
tory of  any  attempt  at  a  mixture  with  white  and 
black;  the  natural  sense  and  feeling  of  all  uati<ms 
have  been  universally  averse  to  it,  and  in  any 
country  where  there  is  found  a  weaker  caste  oi 
people,  who  cannot,  by  any  possibility,  mix  and 
assimilate  in  common  with  the  i^tronger,  theit 
rights  can  never  be  the  same.  Does  not  the  cus- 
tom of  our  country  prove  it  to  be  so  7  I  speak 
now  of  the  &ct ;  of  what  is,  rather  than  of  what 
ought  to  be.  Is  any  one  prepared  say,  that 
there  is  a  State  in  the  Union  m  which  the  white 
and  the  black  population  actually  enjoy  or  claim 
equal  rights?  It  is  said,  to  be  sure,  that  in  one  or 
two,  the  bills  of  rights  make  no  oiBcriminatiott; 
but  in  these,  what  oonstmetion  have  the  usage 
and  custom  and  laws  pat  upon  these  abstract  de- 
clarations? In  some  we  have  seen  that  they  do 
not  confer  the  fundamental  right  of  being  natiH 
ralized.  And  where  can  they  boldly  claim  the 
enjoyinent  of  equal  rights,  in  defiance  of  the  local 
authority  ?  It  is  said,  too,  that  in  one  or  two 
States  they  are  allowed  to  vote,  and  some  have 
voted.  But  I  have  shown  yon  that  the  right  to 
vote  is  no  test  of  citizenship ;  it  is  dependent  on 
legislative  favor,  in  part,  and  may  be  conferred  on 
aliens  and  others,  and  taken  away  again,  if  it  be 
not  founded  on  the  claim  of  citizenship^  and  there* 
fore,  if  the  free  negtoea  only  exercise  it  as  a  mat- 
ter of  grace  merely,  it  gives  them  no  claim  to 
Federal  immunities.  What,  sir,  is  the  eridenee 
of  this  right  of  voting?  In  how  many  instances 
has  it  b^  exercised  ?  In  all  the  political  stm^ 
gles  to  which  the  States  have  beoi  doomed,  when 
IB  the  wildest  partisan  who  has  stmmed  thei»- 
dignant  sense  of  the  community  by  enlisting 
electors  from  such  ranks  ?  Sir,  if  it  exist,  it  is  in 
theory ;  if  exerted,  it  is  by  stealth,  as  if  appre- 
lienaive  of  its  legiiinucy ;  it  is  not  commonly 
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jmctned ;  for  the  usage  and  enstom  of  aoeiety 
an  against  it.  Pnun  That  does  tbiti  result,  sir  7 
Fiom  everv  man's  own  sense  of  &e  insupmUe 
disparity  wiiicfa  exists  between  white  and  black, 
as  to  aveiT  qaalifieatkm  on  which  the  ri^t  of 
luffing  is  founded.  The  white  man  looks  at  his 
■flsociatioas,  eiril  and  political ;  he  reflects  upon 
the  histocy  of  his  municqial  institutions ;  he  sar- 
ms  the  relative  situation  of  the  black  to  the 
white  pc^t^ation ;  he  knows  the  unhappy  condi- 
tion from  wliich  the  unfortunate  Afincan  has 
emeiged;  and  whidieraoeTer  he  turns,  he  finds 
the  actual  condition  of  things  marked  by  a  line  of 
discrimination  stronger  and  more  darable  than 
laws  of  brass  or  iron.  Founded  in  the  natmal 
sense  of  the  community,  it  has  become  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  land.  If  usage  and  custom  hare 
conferred  equal  rights,  where  hare  these  peo[de 
hdi  offices,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest? 
Where  eren  hare  they  been  admitted  with  whites 
as  members  of  jietto  incorporations?  If  they 
hare  nerer  eaencise^  how  can  they  claim  the 
right  by  usaoe  1  Awl,  air,  tbdr  exdnsum  from 
these  IB  not  the  result  of  incapacity,  or  the  hum- 
bleness of  their  station:  for  the  poorest  white 
man  of^  fills  some  office  of  tnutand  profit ;  but 
it  is  the  result  of  otha  and  deeper  eanses. 

Bir,  a  diffifent  and  common  usage  and  custom 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  le^siatire  proris- 
lons,  in  regard  to  these  people ;  and  the  laws  of 
the  States  have  come  in  aid,  and  gone  in  advance 
of  this  usage  and  custom }  and  I  beg  lea  re  to  re- 
mind the  gentleman  from  PennNTrania,  (Mr.. 
Hbu PBiLL  J  who  attempted  to  foand  an  argument 
vfon.  the  s^poeed  necessity  of  legidatire  interfer- 
«MB,  that  it  has  never  been  resoitcd  to,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  «utaiUng  r^hts  which  did  not  a^ier- 
tain  to  these  people,  as  citizms,  but  bcieoged  to 
dum  m  common  wititalicns  and  reaideitffl  mere^. 

All  freemen  have  the  ci4noity  to  be  witnessn, 
jurors,  and  to  sarre  in  the  militia ;  but,  in  most  of 
the  States,  these  are  denied  to  free  negroes  hf  the 
UHmicipat  laws.  These  regulations  do  not  m^e, 
tli^  are  founded  on  the  pretious  discrimination 
otisting  in  fact :  they  are  called  for  by  the  feelings 
of  aoeictjr.  Wny  cannot  a  &ee  negro  be  a  witness 
against  a  white  man,  as  a  foreigDer  ox  an  Indian 
'n«y  ?  It  is  because  the  custom  of  society,  haring 
drawn  a  discrimination  between  the  white  and 
the  black,  disparaging  to  the  latter,  the  law  deems 
it  safe  And  wise  to  derive  him  of  the  m»ns  of 
gratifying  feelings  which  ^uch  a  condition  might 
engender.  Some  of  these  disabilities,  it  is  true, 
•re  found  in  some  only  of  the  St^es ;  but  the 
■uM  important  one  is  found  in  all,  rooted  in  the 
heart  of  the  pei^e,  and  enfioeed  by  the  laws.  In 
no  State  of  the  Union  is  intomarriage  brtween 
white  and  black  permitted.  There  are  few  men, 
■a  I.faope,  that  would  not  revolt  at  mch  a  onion, 
and  {know  of  no  state  of  aoci^y  in  which  sudi 
a  eonnexion  would  not  be  indignantly  reprobated; 
hut  jeL  to  guard  against  the  poasitnlity  of  a  Jif- 
iaemt  tediaf,  the  laws  come  in  aid  of  and  enforce 
Hat  prohibitioa.  If  these  peojde  fcxm  a  part  of 
•  -the  civil  soci^,  which,  io  such  a  ease,  would  be 
composed  of  a  motley  population  eonaisting  of  all 
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the  variety  of  color,  and  if  they  are  entified  to 
claim  e^nai  fights,  b^,  what  authority  can  die  rwht 
of  ibrmmg  a  marriage  contract  be  amuUed?  air, 
this &ct  prores  the iriiole a^umeiU.  Itaotoidy' 
shows  that  these  people  are  not  members  of 
civil  commanhy,  but  that  they  can  never  become 
so,  because  the  strong  sense  of  the  eonummity  is 
a^^instit:  it  doses  the  bidy  legitimate  avenneao 
their  amalgamation ;  it  atreogthont  and  saoctiias 
the  moral  feelmgs  of  society ;  it  fceqis  the  blaek 
man  forever  witliout  its  boeom,  and  perpetuatas 
his  diserimination.  But,  sir,  it  proves  yet  moie; 
it  is  conclusive  to  show  that  the  righu  of  tfacae 
pec^e,  in  every  part  of  the  Uniou,  axe  d^M»dciK 
upon,  and,  in  laet,  the  creatures  oi  local  juitsdis- 
tion  and  municipu  policy.  But  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Pemisylvania  (Mr.  Hbmpbill)  has 
been  pleaaed  to  say,  that  if  we  Uack  man  cannot 
marry  with  the  white,  so  the  white  man  cannot 
maity  widi  the  tdaek,  and  graveli;  mfomd  tha^ 
thernore,  the  wfaitaa  conU  not  be  mtizaia !  This 
ohBtfvation  mighty  indeed,  rether  affiird  matter  for 
anmsraiMnt,  tun  of  sober  reply ;  hut,  as  I  dMU 
the  latter  naoeeessary,  I  vrill  not  consnme  time  in 
indulging  the  former.  The  same  gentleman  re- 
mar^  that  these  people  labor  and  are  taxed,  and 
thus  contribute  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation ;  but 
sturdy  dke  gentleman  cannot  snppoee  that  thaae 
are  among  the  rights  or  chaiaeteristics  of  citizens ! 
ther  are  incident  to  the  emigrant  as  to  the  citizen, 
and  to  the  aliens  and  civfitzed  Indians  in  oonunon 
with  the  free  n^ioes  in  the  United  States  j  and, 
the  gentleman  ought  to  remember  that  while  the 
fvee  negro  can  labor  and  be  taxed,  he  isdeniedlbe 
equal  prtvil^^of  managinn  and  holding  officein 
common  with  the  alien,  the  residoit,  *nd  other 
inhabitants  merely. 

I  assnme  die  positioo,  then,  as  proved,  that,  at  ■ 
the  fcmnation  .<»*  the  Coaatiintioa  of  the  United 
States,  the  hee  negroes  and  mnlnttoes  were  not 
entitled  to  e^ual  riglMs ;  they  were  in  the  nattoe 
of  perpetual  mhabitants,  and  the  objects  of  local 
municipalities.  This  was  their  cotutry,  beeawe 
they  bad  no  claim  to  any  other,  and  their  daim 
to  residence  gnaw  out  of  the  fact  that  they  had 
been  brought  here  by  the  whites,  against  their 
wiU^  and  beeame,  an  oiat  account,  entitled  to  pte- 
tection  and  the  othor  rights  of  perpetual  inhaM- 
tants ;  all  of  which,  hoarever,  ue  coined  to  tite 
particular  State  of  whose  territory  they  are  the 
mhabitantB. 

If  such  were  their  condition,  then,  it  is  impos- 
sU)le  that  it  could  have  been  changed  since ;  the 
naturalization  system  of  the  Un^od  Slates  being 
confined  to  wUtes.  Now,  sir,  the  role  is,  as  I  have 
already  jfaown,  that  the  iasae  folloara  die  eonditina 
of  their  fetfien ;  and  ^  ehildren  of  die  free  ae- 
groes,Ab(m§^bom  in  the  United  StalcSf  haveao 
greater  nshts  dian  thow  which  bdonsed  to  thdr 
btheis.  Thiais  thelawof  natnr^and  upliesto 
these  people  now,  tmleas  it  has  been  alMred  by 
some  pontive  law  or  by  common  custom.  The 
British  Ccmstitution  and  the  naturalization  lawof 
the  United  States,  have,  1  admit,  departed  fnmi 
this  rule;  but  the  latter  is  expressly  ccmfinedinall 
its  provisicits  to  white  persons  j  and  as  it  was  n^ 
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«Mtr7  to  make  the  poutive  Tariation  ia  jegard  to 
Utaa,  the  inference  would  appear  to  be  inevitable 
that  the  rale  reniained  in  force,  with  regard  to  all 
odiers.  The  rale  of  the  BritKn  system  nerer  did 
a^y,  and  for  the  plainest  of  reasons.  That  sys- 
tem, coDsistiB^  of  a  train  o(  immemorial  usages, 
and  customs,  aod  of  acts  of  Parliament  did  not 
apply  to  their  ocdonies,  oalv  so  far  as  they  were 
aninediatcly  applicaUe  to  tneir  situation,  or  actn- 
aUy  adopted  by  tiiem  in  practice.  Now,  this  pro- 
Tisum  of  the  British  Constitution  was  wholly  ia- 
appyc^e  to  tfceae  ocdtmtes,  as  it  resneets  their 
Uiu^  populatitm.  In  Bngland  it  had  ndcrenee 
only  to  a  white  popalatua;  it  knew  no  mixtui^ 
ana  it  nerer  contemplated  aajr. 

Bat,  if  it  could  bare  applied,  it  nerer  was  adopted 
in  piactiee,  hot  expressly  esekuled  and  repodiued 
in  all  the  Stat«s.  These  is  no  instance  in  which 
tbe  laws  or  enstom  hare  diwrinuaated  between 
the  firee  negro  by  emancipation,  and  bis  issue  bom 
in  the  United  States ;  no  instanoe  in  which  the 
issue  hare  enjoyed  g»ater  rights,  by  usage,  than 
dicir  prf^icnitors ;  uey  hare  always  been  placed 
upon  the  same  footing. 

The  same  causes  which  begat  the  diserimina- 
tion  as  to  one  fenetati<m,  hare  perpetuated  it,  and 
win  continue  to  do  so  in  every  other.  I  hare  not 
entered  into  a  discunion  of  the  right  of  all  this, 
bat  hare  argnad  from  tbe  fact.  I  hare  set  the 
onirecsal  usages  of  society  against  the  abstract 
doetrine  of  equality,  which  is  nowhen  actually 
pmctised.  But,  air,  I  'shoidd  not  shrink  from  the 
Miqmry,  if  I  deemed  it  neceisary  to  be  punned.  I 
UB  an  adroeate  for  some  discriminataoi.  I  am 
an  enemy  to  slarery;  if  I  had  the  power,  and 
eonld  do  so  consistMitlT  with  the  safety  of  the 
white  population,  I  would  wipe  it  out  of  our  his- 
tory ;  but  I  nerer  will  agree  to  put  the  white  and 
blade  popalatiea  upon  an  eqaafity,  or  to  destroy 
the  features  of  both,  by  the  rain  attempt  to  ema{- 
gamale  oae  with  the  other !  Tbe  attempt  has 
■erec  been,  and  nerer  can  be  made;  and  I  ask,  sir, 
if  we  were  nowfinaun^a  new  eonstitation,  would 
any  gentleman  consent  to  {tece  the  Usck  race 
iqion  an  equal  footing  with  the  white?  Sir,  be* 
tween  these  de»Bri|rtK>tt8  of  men^  reason  and  na- 
ture hare  drawn  a  line  of  diseruniuation  which 
never  eaa  be  cihoed.  till  botii  shall  be  aompeUcd 
to  neld  to  tbe  law  of  force. 

The  neat  question,  then,  Mr.  Bpiaker,  vpon 
which  I  place  this  argument,  Teean — Was  it  the 
intention  of  the  ConsUtntion  o[  the  United  States 
to  emfsr  tail  federal  rights  upon  this  desoription 
of  inhabitants  7  The  citizeas  of  each  State  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  the  pririleges  and  inmnnities  of 
citizens  in  the  sereral  States."  The  precise  mean- 
ing of  this  prorisioa  is  not  entirely  free  from  ob- 
scurity J  and  some  doubts  ooce  existed  whether  the 
immumties  to  be  es|oyed  were  those  of  the  State 
from  which  tbe  axacn  removed,  or  of  that  to 
which  he  emi^^ated,  though  it  seems  now  to  he 
settled  that  the  latter  is  the  true  import. 

One  thin^,  however,  is  clear,  that  it  does  not 
sccoK  the  right  of  only  settling  in  a  State,  which 
is  inv<dred  rathear-as  an  incident  than  a  {wtacipal 
inununity  in  tbe  gmerai  grant   It  secures  all 
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priril^^  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  tbe  State, 
and  includes  the  right  of  emigration,  as  necessa- 
rily incident  to  the  enjoyment  of  these  ipimum- 
ties.  But,  sir,  it  could  never  have  desi|^ed  to 
secure  this  right  of  emigration  and  settiing  in  a 
State,  to  a  class  of  persons  who  could  not  be  enti- 
ded,  after  they  got  there,  to  all  the  immunities  to 
which  it  led.  It  could  never  hare  designed  to 
anthtmze  a  man  to  settle  in  a  State,  when  the  ten- 
are  and  extent  of  his  privileges  depended  upon  the 
will  of  the  municipal  authority ;  and  if  I  have 
succeeded  in  showing  such  m  be  the  nature  of  the 
privilwes  enjoyed  by  the  free  n^roes  and  mnlat- 
toes,  the  deduction  would  be  inevitable.  If  the 
free  negro  of  New  Ycffk,  on  the  alleption  cd"  citi- 
zenship by  the  mere  exercise  of  partial  and  ^ratu- 
itoas  rights  there,  can  claim  to  go  to  Virginia,  he 
would  be  entitkd,  on  his  arriv^  to  all  the  privr- 
leges  and  immunities  of  wbite  citizens  there, 
though  he  had  previously  eojored  fewer  rt^ts 
than  the  whites  iu  New  York.  Such  a  meanmg, 
however,  wtmld  be  «too  preposterotis  to  ascribe  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is  mi<- 
reascmable  to  ccmclnde  that  the  Constitution  ever 
meant  to  alter  the  condition  of  tbe  black  popula* 
tion,  or  to  interfere  with  the  municipal  authoiities 
over  them,  so  as  to  place  all  the  States  at  the 
meiey  of  a  dissolute,  heterogeneous  population  of 
any  one.  Can  it  besi^f^wsed  that  the  States  would 
erer  hare  altered  iiUo  the  Union  upon  the  prin- 
eiple  of  allowing  the  free  negroee  in  New  York 
or  Masnehosetts  to  be  placed  t^Km  an  equal  foe^ 
ing  with  the  whites,  in  States  whose  own  safi^y 
required  them  to  dmy  similar  privileges  to  th«v 
own  native  free  negroes?  Can  any  gentleman 
punt  out  the  interest  which  tiie  Nortnerm  StMee 
had  to  require  such  a  eoocession  1  Every  thing 
connected  with  the  history  and  fotmatiou  of  the 
Gtoremment  proves  that  tlus  class  oould  not  bare 
been  contemplated.  The  Constitution  was  the 
woi^  of  States  composed  of  a  white  population, 
and  designed  to  secure  their  interests  chiefly ;  and 
to  such  of  these  who  had  perfect  rights  in  one 
State,  it  guarantied  the  immunities  in  any  other. 
It  was  intended  to  make  tke  United  States  a  coj^ 
mon  country  for  such  as  were  ftlll  members  of  the 
particular  States.  At  that  time,  too,  the  condition 
of  the  free  blacks  was  known  to  be  as  I  hare  al- 
ready described  it ;  they  were  known  to  be  4  dia* 
tinot  class  evenrwhere,  and  the  creatures  of  locil 
uid  mnnicqial  policy;  certainly  of  an  inferior 
order,  and  eigoymg  such  rights  as  tbe  policy  of 
the  particular  State  might  thmk  proper  to  confer. 
They  were  ere^wbere  considered  as  inhahitaata 
merely,  who  had  not  atteined  to  tbe  condition  of 
citizens,  and  enjoyed  only  partially  the  privileges 
vwertaming  to  the  former  class. 

The  language  of  the  old  Articles  of  Confedera- 
ticm,  and  the  variance  between  them  and  the 
present  Constitution,  offer  the  best  illustration  of 
these  remarks.  The  fourth  article  of  tbe  former 
provided,  that  "  The  better  to  secure  and  perpetn- 
'  ate  mutual  friendship  and  intercourseunong  the 
'  peo^e  of  the  different  States,  the  free  iahabitanlB 
'  of  eai^  <4  these  States,  paupers,  vagabonds,  and 
'  fugitives  from  joMiee  excepted,  sluU  Be  entitled  to 


HISTORY  OF  OONaRBSS. 

'    —  ■■  ■         '     ■  I  ■     I   1 1  ti 

jiOMiMtton  o/Miaaotiri. 


Digitized  by  Google 


623 


HISTORY  OF  OOKORtSSB 


621 


a  OP  B. 


*  sU  pririlegea  aod  iminunities  of  free  citizens  in 
( the  sererafStates."  Thedoctrine  dow  contended 
.for  wu  the  precise  evil  experienced  under  the  old 
Articles,  and  led  to  the  limited  phraseology  in  the 
present  Constitution.  This  is  demonstrated  by 
erery  commentator  upon  the  subject ;  and  Judge 
Tucker,  in  speaking  ot  this  rery  clause  in  the  Ar- 
ticles of  ConfederatioD,  says,  "  It  seems  to  be  a  con- 
'  structtoQ  scarcely  avoidaule,  and  those  who  come 

*  under  the  denomination  of '  free  inhabitants'  of  a 
'  State,  (although  not  citizens  of  such  State,) 
-*  were  entitled  io  every  other  State  to  all  tbeprivi- 
'  leges  of  free  citizens  of  the  latta;  that  is,  greater 
^  IffiTileges  than  they  may  be  entitled  to  in  their 

,  ^ownState.  Our  free  negroes^  for  example,  though 

*  not  entided  to  the  right  of  suffrage  in  Vi^nu, 

*  might, by remoring in toanotherState,acquire  that 

*  ri^t  there;  and  persons  of  the  same  description, 

*  remoTing  from  any  other  State  into  this,  might 

*  be  supposed  to  acquire  the  same  right  here,  in 
'  virtue  of  that  article,  though  natire  born  negroes 
'  are  undoubtedly  incapable  of  it,  under  our  con- 
<  stitution."  To  avoid  this  construction,  the  pre- 
sent constitution  omitted  the  words  "  free  inhalut- 
ants,"  and  substituted  "  citizens,"  evidoitlv  ref»-- 
ring  to  those  only  who  were  entitled  to  foU  rights 
in  their  own  State. 

In  invnediate  connexion  with  this,  is  the  power 
in  Congress  to  pa^  uniform  laws  of  naturaliza- 
tion. The  Constitution  having  secured  to  the 
citizens  of  each  State  all  the  immunities  of  citizens 
in  the  several  States,  it  became  necessary  to  vest 
the  exclusive  power  of  makiiur  citizens  in  the 
Qenecal  Government,  in  whicli  all  the  States 
ahould  have  a  voice,  to  avoid  the  very  improper 
power  in  one  State  of  making  citizens  in  eretj 
other.  This  power  is  clearly  exclusive,  and  the 
States  have  no  longer  any  powA  to  create  citizens 
in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution.  They  may  make 
denizens,  and  extend  their  local  rights  to  aliens, 
to  Indians,  or  to  free  n^oes ;  but  these  give  no 
claim  to  fed^l  rights,  which  belong  only  to  full 
citizens.  Congress  have  excluded  this  power,  and 
by  confining  it  exclusively  to  whites,  they  have 
given  the  clearest  exposition  of  its  latitude.  The 
af^lieant  for  naturalization  must  also  show  a  cer- 
tain residence  within  some  particular  State,  by 
which  be  becomes  identified  with  it,  and  not,  as 
the  ftentleman  from  Pennsylvania  fMr.  Hbmp- 
hill)  has  supposed,  because  of  hu  lesiaence  within 
the  United  States  ^uerally.  This  exposition,  too, 
was  given  by  those  who  assisted  in  forming  the 
Constitution,  and  therefore  knew  the  scope  of  its 
proviaons.  It  is  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the 
power  to  naturalize  blacks  ever  could  have  been 
given,  for  it  was  at  once  repugnant  to  the  policy 
of  the  country,  and  the  nature  of  our  institutions. 
It  could  never  have  been  intended  to  authorize  the 
naturalization  of  a  class  of  peo[de  who  were  alrea- 
dy a  burden  upon  the  nation,  and  who  could  not, 
by  any  possibility,  assimilate  with  our  society.  In 
the  execution  of  the  other  powers  vested  la  the 
General  GrOTernment^  Congress  equally  recognised 
the  disabilities  of  this  class  of  persons ;  they  ex- 
cluded them  from  the  militia  of  the  States,  and 
prohibited  their  employment  as  drivers  oi  stages 
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carrying  the  mul.  Each  of  these  is  wholly  incon- 
sistent with  the  rights  of  citizenship,  especially  the^-*' 
former,  since  the  right  of  bearing  arms  is  the  high- 
est privil^e  of  the  citizen.  We  have  been  inform- 
ed, however,  that  black  men  served  in  the  army 
during  the  late  war  and  received  bounty  land.  X 
know  not  bow  this  fact  may  be,  but  be  it  as  it 
mav,  it  proves  nothing  in  the  argument.  Since, 
if  tney  wire  not  citizens  indepenttent  of  this,  their 
services  in  the  army  and  their  title  to  land  could 
not  make  them  bo.  Congress  may  sell  land  to 
aliens^  but  the  purchase  of  land  is  not  equivalent 
to  nalnraUzation,  and  would  not  authwize  the 
purchaser  to  settle  in  a  State  in  violation  of  its 
laws.  The  fact  tioA  protections  have  bem  isioed 
to  free  negroes  from  the  ctutom-faoases,  which  has 
also  been  mentioned,  is  not  more  impprtant.  The 
protection  is  evidmee  rather  of  birth  and  the 
claim  of  the  country  granting  it,  than  of  peculiar 
rights  of  citizenship,  and  is  designed  to  exempt 
the  party  from  the  claim  of  a  foreign  Power.  It 
would  he  given  to  an  Indian,  or  even  to  a  slave 
who  might  be  employed  in  our  maritime  service, 
and  who,  though  not  citizens  within  the  meaning 
of  our  Constitution,  would,  nevo'theless,  be  enti- 
tled to  our  protection  whilst  enga^  in  our  service.  - 

Recurring  again  to  the  nature  of  the  provii^in 
in  the  Constitution,  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  if  any  in- 
stance can  be  named  in  which  the  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  have  ever  been  permitted  to  claim 
federal  rights,  or  in  which  the  (ffovision  has  altered 
or  controlled  the  local  aothonties  over  that  olass 
of  the  feoplt  t  I  venture  to  assert  there  is  nonc^ 
On  the  contrary,  the  States  have  ever  since  con- 
tinued to  treat  them  in  all  respects  as  the  objects 
of  their  municipal  power,  wholly  independent  oi 
any  federal  control,  as  they  did  before  the  Union 
was  formed. 

In  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
South  Carolina^  Qeo^ia,  Louisiana,  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  Mississippi,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Alabama, 
these  people  are  excluded  from  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  many  civil  privileges,  to  which,  in  common 
with  aliens,  they  would  nave  been  entitled,  but 
for  the  munici^  regulations,  la  Pennsylvania 
thev  cannot  be  jurors,  their  abstra'et  right  of  voting 
ia  iUudedj  and  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  they  are 
not  permuted  to  be  educated  inpoblic  schools  with 
the  whites,  and  are  {ttobibited  from  keying  public 
houses,  T^ulations  ai^iUed  to  the  emigrant  negro 
in  common  with  the  native. 

Ddaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Sonth  Candina, 
Geoi|[ia,  Ohio,  and  IlUnois,  nave  each  passed  lawa 
similar  to  that  proposed  to  be  enacted  in  Missouri. 
In  Delaware,  Maryland,  Ohio,  and  Illinois,  the 
laws  have  been  passed  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  constitu- 
tions of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Louisiana,  and  Alabama,  containing  these 
discriminations  incorporated  in  their  fundamental 
policy,  have  been  before  Congress,  and  received 
their  sanction. 

In  no  State  in  the  Union  is  there  any  discrimi- 
nation b^ween  the  native  and  emigrant  n^ro. 
In  all  of  these  States  the  laws  have  been  cxeciried, 
and,  in  many,  luiTe  passed  under  judicial  eogaSt- 
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nnee,  and  in  mnw  hu  the  right  to  pus  them 
erer  bem  quesdooed. 

I  do  not  refer  to  these  examples  to  constitute 
right  oat  of  wron^,  but  to  show  the  pnctical  ex- 
position which  this  clause  in  the  Constitution  has 
uniformly  receired,  at  all  times,  and  under  all 
circumstances.  1  ash,  sir,  if  there  can  possibly  be 
a  better  or  sounder  interpretation  of  the  principles 
of  our  Constitution  than  that  which  has  been  coo- 
tentporaoeous  with  the  (SoTernment,  dereloped  by 
its  founders,  and  practised  and  acquiesced  in  by 
the  whole  nation  from  the  very  foundation  of  the 
Goveromeot?  Sir,  I  hold  that  it  would  be  con- 
clusiTe  before  any  tribunal  who  could  be  called 
upon  to  adjudge  the  case,  ^t  the  doctrine  now, 
for  the  first  time,  adrocated,  and  by  gentlemen 
who  cotainl?  do  not  understand  oar  ConstitnticHi 
better  than  those  by  whom  it  was  mad^  and  act- 
ing under  fedings  of  no  ordinaiy  ehaiaeter^  de* 
nounees  all  this,  and  unsettles  the  established 
usage  and  bws  of  more  than  half  of  the  States  in 
the  Unrnn  I  Why  does  Connecticut,  in  her  con- 
stitution, made  but  the  other  day,  prohibit  blacks, 
without  distinction,  from  Totiog,  if  the  free  ne- 
groes of  New  York  or  Massachusetts  may  ffo  there 
and  eUim  all  the  immunities  of  eitizois,  of  which 
the  right  of  suffrage  is  one?  Sir,  I  desire  to  be 
point«)  to  the  State  who  will  consent,  upon  the 
arriral  of  any  number  of  these  people  from  another 
State,  to  renounce  a  course  of  policy  intimately 
connected  with  her  safety,  obliterate  from  her 
constitution  the  feature  she  most  values,  and  place 
them  upon  an  equal  footing  with  her  white  popu- 
lation? lo  Detawaie,  we  exclude  them  from 
TOtinir,  they  cannot  sanre  on  juries,  they  cannot 
be  witnesses  against  whites ;  we  have  {oxtod  this 
poluy  necflssary  for  our  safety ;  it  is  rooted  in  the 
Kdings  of  the  great  mam  of  our  population,  and 
in  the  nature  oiour  institutions,  civil  and  political, 
and,  for  one,  I  will  never  consent  to  rdinqnish  it. 

Have  gentlemen  eontemidated  the  consequences 
tbM  are  to  flow  from  the  establishment  of  this 
doctrine,  and  are  they  prepared  to  brave  them? 
Do  they  reflect  upon  the  degraded  condition  in 
which  the  state  of  society  has  placed  these  peo- 
I^e,  and  are  they  willing  suddenly  to  elevate  them 
to  the  enjoyment  of  equal  civil  and  political 
righbi?  When  following  in  the  train  of  some 
puitical  zealot,  they  may  become  the  instruments 
of  the  worst  ambition.  But,  sir,  will  these  people 
wait  for  die  incitement  of  others?  Will  they  not 
claim  for  themsehres  equal  politieal  immunities, 
by  which^  however  unwiUinff  you  may  be  to  give 
them  eiTil  and  social  ^viUna,  they  will  wrest 
them  from  you.  Sir.  if  the  Constitation  of  Uie 
Union  ever  meant  to  lead  to  such  oonsequoiees,  it 
contains  widiin  itself  the  genu  of  its  own  disso- 
faition. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  one  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sbrobant)  disavows  the  doc- 
trine in  this  extent ;  he  claims,  indeed,  for  these 
people  only  the  humble  privilege  of  setting  their 
feet  on  the  soil.  He  seems  to  admit,  that  after  the 
free  ne^o  is  in  the  State,  he  must  be  subject  to 
her  discriminating  policv.  In  this  admission,  the 
gentl«nan  surrenders  Uie  whole  aigument,  and 
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betrays  the  poverty  of  his  case.  I  have  shown  yon, 
sir,  that  the  right  to  emigrate  is  an  incident,  and 
Dot  the  princi^  immunity,  and  in  seeking  this 

Erivilege,  humble  as  be  denominates  it,  be  cannot 
ave  it  until  he  establishes  his  claim  to  all  others. 
He  only  can  claim  to  emigrate  who  is  eititl^, 
when  he  does  so,  to  all  the  privil^es  and  immuni- 
ties of  a  citizen--4o  those  of  whico  the  gentleman 
admits  the  State  majr  deprive  him.  Think  you, 
sir,  that  the  Constitution  gave  the  naked  right  of 
emigration  to  be  fruitful  only  of  barm?  But,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  claims  only  this 
humble  privilege,  is  he  sure  that  they  for  whom  he 
asserts  it  will  be  equally  modest  T  Sir,  the  doc- 
trihe  once  established  by  the  National  L^islatore, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  limit  its  progress ;  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  not  <met  a  stronger 
proof  of  tha  fellacT  of  his  argument  than  that, 
when  carried  to  its  le^^timale  extent;  nay,  to  the 
only  sound  Insu  on  which  it  can  rest,  if  M  all,  it 
conducts  him  to  a  raecipice  frmn  which  he  is 
obliged  to  retreat  in  dismay  1 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  privilege  of  setting 
(Mie's  foot  on  the  soil  be  the  only  one  claimed,  it 
is,  indeed,  an  humUe,  nay,  a  miserable  one !  The 
privily  of  going  to  a  State  to  be  degraded  and 
disfranchised ;  to  t>e  stripped  of  every  civil  and  po- 
litical immunity !  Who  does  oot  see  that  it  puts 
it  into  the  power  of  a  State  to  convert  ioto  an  in- 
jury that  which  was  intended  for  a  benefit  1  If, 
after  these  free  negroes  and  mnlattoes  go  to  Mis- 
souri, the  local  authorities  can  render  them  subor- 
dinate to  the  whites,  if  they  can  rightfully  exclude 
them  from  a  particiintion  m  all  civil  and  political 
immunities ;  and  if,  in  doing  so,  she  indirectly  ac- 
complishes the  object  of  her  present  constitution, 
consults  her  own  necessities,  and  imitates  the  ex- 
ample of  her  sister  States,  for  what  is  all  this  strug- 
gle ;  for  what  is  the  Union  now  shaken  to  its  cen- 
tre? I  ask,  again,  sir,  if  such  were  the  privileges 
and  immunities  contemplated  by  the  Constimtion, 
or  if  such  a  race  were  ever  included  witbin  its 
provisions?  How  many  would  go  to  Missouri 
upon  such  terms?  How  many,  I  ask,  would  go 
there,  upon  any  terms,  from  thosj  States  in  which 
alone  it  is  pretended  they  can  be  citizens  ?  And 
for  what  and  for  whom,  then,  are  we  contending? 

Why  shall  we  force  Missouri  to  adopt  a  policy 
which  the  other  States  will  not  practice  or  ac- 
knowledge? Nay,  why  force  upon  her  an  evil 
which  every  other  State  is  aiming  to  shake  off? 
Why  compel  her  to  receive  a  popolaticm  which 
cannot  assimilate  with  her  citizens;  which  retard 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  her  empire;  which 
are  dangerous  to  ner  peace,  and  quiet,  and  safety, 
and  upon  which  she  must  heap  odious  and  con- 
tinued disabilities,  as  the  lesser  evil  ?  It  is  at  most 
a  contest  about  an  abstract  right,  which  can  lead 
to  DO  practical  result:  for,  if  the  objectionable 
clause  were  expunged,  Uie  power  of  the  State  would 
remain,  and  might  be  exercised  in  l^islatire  iho- 
visions,  wholly  beyond  our  control. 

Is  there  any  thing,  then,  sir,  in  this  objection 
worth  the  consequences  we  are  hazarding  ?  To 
speak  of  nothing  more,  is  it  worth  the  feelmgsand 
excitement  to  which  it  is  likely  to  give  rise  beie. 
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oyer  the  Union,  and  in  MiBSonri?  I  fetr  iio  vio- 
knce  in  Missouri^  and  if  anjr  should  nist,  I  tnist 
it  would  carry  with  it  its  ow&  r«udjr.  Bnt,  sir, 
Iter  theweakaiiDg  of  public  eonfldoioe  mom 
Am  any  Ains  by  the  frequent  jairincs  and 
irritation  to  iraieh  chw  fatal  question  is  likely  to 
expose  ns.  The  oonfidence  of  the  peoj^le  of  this 
conntry  in  the  justice  and  mai^aninuty  of  ihe 
dcDaral  CJovernment,  -as  well  as  in  its  protecti<m, 
is  ^e  great  rock  of  the  Union,  and  with  it  must 
all  the  foundations  of  its  stmgtb  be  swt»>t  awar. 
I  look,  also,  sir,  to  the  confidence  which  the  people 
of  Missouri  shonid  hare  in  the  justice  of  the  Na- 
tional GoTernment.  Sir,  those  people  must,  at 
some  tine,  and  at  bo  distant  day,  be  admitted  mto 
this  Union.  They  cannot  be  kept  out,  (for  I  will 
aot  yet  beliere  that  the  present  objection  is  but  a 
pretext,  and  that  when  that  is  removed  some  new 
obstacle  will  be  interposed ;)  and  is  it  not  impw- 
tant.  sir,  that  these  peojde  soould  enter  the  Union, 
etmndinff  in  yonr  jnstiecu  utd  without  the  leipem- 
brance  of  iigurr?  If  it  of  one  thing  I  ameer- 
tain — that  aneh  a  temper  will  not  be  ^odueed, 
«0T  will  the  public  tranquillity  be  prooioted  by  the 
fruitless  attempt  to  fbroe  the  recognition  of  teehni- 
«al,  abstract  notions  against  the  n&tfiDrm  soise  and 
practice  of  the  whole  community. 
When  Mr.  McLamb  had  t&keo.  his  seat- 
Mr.  Mallart.  of  Vermont,  ofaserred,  that  he 
was  conscious  of  nis  small  claims  to  the  indulgcaee 
of  the  House,  while  he  presented  his  views  oa  the 
subject  which  engaged  its  attention.  He  trusted, 
however,  some  excuse  would  be  found  in  the  in- 
teresting chaiecter  of  die  question  to  be  decided. 

The  measure  pmposed  is  ealculated  to  cfiaci  the 
pciril^^  of  a  |nrt  of  the  people  of  that  section  o( 
the  Union  to  whi^  I  belong,  said  Mr.  M.,  aad 
partieidarly  of  the  Sute  of  which  t  am  a  Repre- 
Bsntalin.  1  feel  myself  under  the  highest  obbga- 
^OD.  to  assert,  feebly  as  it  may  be,  the  r^hts  and 
frivOeges  of  those  wiiom  ^e  institutions  of  other 
BtaleB,  as  well  as  my  own,  declare  to  be  ttar  ctti- 
8MBS.  fined  as  they  recMnise  as  deserrinc  tb^ 
lirotectiiig  care,  I  hope  I  shall  be  erer  ready  and 
willing  to  defend. 

It  has  been  declared  by  some  owu  on  the  floor  <^ 
this  House,  that  Missouri  wasan  indemndeotfitate 
when  ^e  declared  it  expedient  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  goTerameot.  Br  others  it  is  maintained 
that  she  was  a  Btate  when  her  convention  adopted 
the  constitution  which  has  been  presented  to  ns  for 
acceptance.  The  authority  for  this  is  found,  it  is 
•aid,  in  the  fint  section  of  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

The  first  section  declare,  that  the  inhabitanto  of 
tiiat  portion  at  Missouri  TWritorr,  intended  to  be 
formed  into  a  State,  are  anthonoed  to  form  for 
themselTes  a  constitution  and  State  government ; 
and  said  State,  when  formed,  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union.  Let  as  inquire  what  authority  is 
here  conveyed  to  the  peo^e  of  Missoim,  and  whe- 
ther it  has  been  obeyed.  By  this  section  the  in- 
htttatants  of  the  territory  may  form  a  ooastitntion  • 
but  they  hove  no  power  to  transfer  this  authority 
to  others.  Nor  by  this  section  are  any  conditions 
or  restrictions  r^ired.  Did  the  oon^tntkm  of 
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Missouri  contain  no  restriction  on  the  soverdgn 
powers  of  a  State  ?  Had  its  framers  refused  to  as- 
core  to  the  Union  hs  rights  to  the  puUk  lands? 
would  ibof  have  foimd  a  jasiifieation  in  the  seo- 
timi  aUuded  to  ?  Sir,  do  you  there  find  that  Om- 
gresB  demanded  of  the  Tnritory  of  Missouri  to 
provide,  in  her  constitution,  that  the  Brfisstssip^ 
and  the  navigaUe  waters  leading  into  the  same, 
diould  be  e(Humon  h^wtys,  ajad  fwera  free  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States?  And  did  not 
her  constitutioD  contain  such  conditions,  would 
this  House  hesitate  a  single  moment  to  reject  it  ? 
I  am  sure  it  would  not  &d  a  single  advocate  for 
acceptance.  But  if  Missouri  could  rely  on  the 
first  sect  JOB  bf  that  law,  all  that  a  sovereign  State 
eould  claim  undo-  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  she  would  have  demanded.  Congress 
must  hare  been  silent. 

HcDC^  sir,  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  the 
whde  <n  the  law  of  the  last  sessim,  and  aaoartaia 
what  are  its  different  provisions.  The  first  seetioB 
might  be  considered  as  a  geoerel  power,  modified 
bv  the  flobsequesit  requirraMnts  of  the  same  law. 
The  whole  must  be  considered  as  operating  to- 
gether. 

The  third  seoticm  declares  qualificatkmc  of 
the  infaabitantB^  who  may  choose  representatives 
to  tbe  coDvention  of  Missouri.  Those  only,  whom 
the  law  des^;natad,  were  allowed  the  right  of  m£- 
frage.  All  of  the  inhabitants  were  not  allowed 
that  prtvilwe.   The  gmeral  right  was  restricted. 

The  fourth  section  prescribes  the  power  of  the 
cmvenlion.  The  ct^nrention  coald  determine 
the  question,  whether  it  was  expedient  to  form  a 
constitution.  If  it  decided  that  it  was  expedient, 
the  act  declared  that  "the  omventimi  shall  be, 
; '  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  form  a  coB8titBti<m 

*  and  State  gorernment— prided  that  tbe  sam^ 

*  whenerar  formed,  shall  he  r^Weao,  uid  not 

*  rcpigoant  to  tbe  Conatttation  of  we  United 

*  States." 

The  convention  of  Missouri,  elected  pursuant 
to  thediird  article  of  theactreferred  to^  proceeded, 
under  the  fourthjUd  adopted  tbe  constitution  now 
on  your  table.  Can  it  be  |»vteBded,  with  a  shadow 
of  plausibility,  that  tbe  convention  may  accept  of 
what  conditions  they  please  and  reject  snch  as  they 
dislike  ?  Shalt  the  people  of  Missoari  take  all  the 
privileges  and  adrantogee  to  themselves,  ^ad 
sample  mdet  foot  whaterer  may  be  of  value  to 
the  nation  ? 

Thus,  sir,  I  hare  endeavored  to  preeoit  the  au- 
thority given  to  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
oonstitntioQ.  This  is  clearly  and  expressly  de- 
fined. It  is  under  the  unqouified  eondttion  that 
whatever  oonstitation  they  did  fonn,  it  shonid  be 
republican,  and  not  rcpwoant  to  tbe  Gonstitittion 
of  the  United  States.  The  declaration  of  Cod- 
gress  was  explicit  and  deuded  to  the  pe(^  of 
Missouri,  that  if  they  ehose  to  form  soeh  aeonsti- 
tutioD,  they  bad  tbe  power ;  if  they  refined  lo 
comply,  Congress  must  be  absolved  from  every 
offer  whidi  had  been  made.  If  they  have  &iled  to 
fulfil  those  reqaircments  which  were  demanded  by 
the  sovereign  power  of  this  Union,  ihdr  acts  can 
have  no  binding  obligation.   Their  coutitiAioa  ia 
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Mice  that  of  auy  olher  people,  fomwd  int^ut 
knowled^  or  eouent  of  CoDgrens,  and  estitled  to 
AD  more  indulgence 

IthasbeoiinamtaiiwdoD  the  floor  (tf  this  Hobm. 
that  MisMMui,  at  the  time  her  conrentioB  declared 
it  e:qpedient  to  fcem  a  goremswDt,  beetme  an  in- 
dependent  State-  It  seems  to  me,  air,  that  a  mo- 
ment's reflection  will  carry  conrictitHi  to  the  mind, 
that  thftB  is  DDcoDditioiially  ineorFect.  I  ask,  what 
would  hare  been  the  eondition  oC  Missouri,  if  the 
conrentioD,  afier  harim^  decided  that  it  was  ex- 
pedient to  form  a  constitotioo,  should  hare  dis- 
sdved  without  formiag  one  ?  WotUd  it  still  re- 
main a  State?  It  may,  without  hcsttalaoD,  be 
aaaeEted,  that  she  would  not  possess  a  single  featnie 
of  a  State  whieh  beleoga  to  the  Union. 

Havtw  thns  seen  the  eights  and  powos  confer- 
red hy  Congress  on  Missouri ;  haTin^  seen  ^t 
Iwr  iKiviiege  dqwnded  on  die  oonditun,  among 
otbcra,  that  her  eomtitiition  ahoald  not  be  1^119- 
uut  to  tiutt  of  the  lAiited  Slates ;  we  hate  now 
to  asoertain  whether  her  coaTention  haa  vaolBted 
tint  coaditioo. 

Is  the  «(»stitation  of  Missouri  repugnant  to  die 
Constitution  of  the  United  States? 

By  the  twea^-ainb  section  of  the  constitution 
now  oiered  for  oar  acceptanoe,  it  is  declared  that 
"  it  dudl  be  the  ^ty  of  the  General  Assembly  of 

*  Misscmri,  as  boob  as  may  be,  to  pass  each  laws, 
1  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 

*  muiattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  this 
'  State,  under  am^preUxt  i^atsoeoer."  Langiiage, 
clear,  precise,  and  energetic.  It  almost  seeraa  that 
it  was  feared  the  assembly  might  be  disposed  to 
zelax  the  aererity  d  that  ineKonUe  danae.  But 
to  imvcat  the  possibility  of  diaobedicBoe,  we  find, 
mtt  Ae  cocamon  dcdantioo  of  dnty  to  the  assem- 
bly, but  a  T%id  admooicien,  not  to  disobey  under 
any  "pnteU  inbotrnMsr." 

The  ConstitutioB  of  the  United  &mea  declares 
that  "the  citizws  of  each  State efaall  he  entitied 
to  all  priTileges  and  imBounitieB  of  citiseas  in  the 
aeraal  States.'* 

Are  negroes  and  muUtftoes  the  citizens  of  any 
State.  If  so,  it  is  dear,  that  the  laaguaffo  which 
has  been  Mpealed  from  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
is  a  gtarinff  and  offending  riolation  of<be  Coasti- 
tntioo  of  ae  United  States. 
-  An  hfmorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Akcbbr,)  has  very  gatlaody  avowed  himself  the 
ehampitui  of  State  nghta.  I  consider,  with  him, 
that  it  afaonM  cooatitate  a  ^aw  of  Uie  darkest  hoe 
to  abandon  tbem ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  a 
datf  of  the  higfaest  order  to  preaerre  from  vitiation 
tfaoae  whieh  belmg  to  the  Union.  Those  rights 
which  have  not  been  suxzendoed  by  the  several 
8ta«CB  to  the  Qeaeral  QoTemraent  suit  reowin  in 
thdr  norwer.  Among  thea^  the  right  of  a  State 
to  dedaxe  who  of  its  oma  inbabttaats  may  be  its 
eitiacns  stilt  remains  unimpaired.  It  was  never 
given  up;  it  has  been  perpetually  exercised  by 
every  State,  as  one  of  its  most  valuaUe  pren^~ 
tires. 

We  have  heen  asksd,  if  other  States  are  allowed 
to  declare  who  may  be  their  citizens,  shall  not 
Missouri  be  indulged  in  the  aaiae  power  1  She 
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would  be  entitled  to  equal  piivilegea,  but  no  nwe. 
The  people  of  that  territory  may  make  citizcw  of 
whom  they  ]d«ae,  amraig  themselves.  For  oBe, 
I  have  little  disposition  to  interfere.  But,  when 
ther  attempt  to  disfranchise  those,  who  have  been 
made  the  citizens  of  other  States,  it  is  a  matter  of 
very  different  import  This  privilege,  instead  of 
reducing  Missouri  to  a  state  "  of  pupilafib,"  would 
elevate  oer  to  the  rank  of  mistress  of  uie  Union. 
The  other  States  must  then  bow  in  submission  to 
ba  superior  power.  Sir,  no  State  in  the  Union 
would  presume  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  Missoim 
of  their  rights,  aw  will  tbey  with  composure  alhnr 
h«  a  prerogative  which  they  disavow  for  ihem- 
Mlves. 

A  citizen  baa  been  defined  by  a  member  from 
Viiginia,  (Mr.  Babsooh,)  to  be  a  peraon  vrho 
CDjojra  aU  the  civil  rights  and  piiviM^  which 
otoen  possess  under  the  laaw  circtmatanceB, 
bdongiog  to  the  same  community,  unless  such 
tights  have  been  forfeited  bysueh  person,  by  tone 
cause  existing  in  himself.  Whether  the  definition 
is  oorrect  or  not,  it  will,  I  am  confident,  lead  to  a 
conclusion  directly  the  Kvcree  to  that  which  has 
been  drawn  by  the  honoraUe  gentleman  who  gave  it. 
It  admits^  taa.t  there  are  different  cireumstaneaa 
under  which  the  people  of  the  Union  are  found. 
It  would  be  morally  and  politically  impossible  that 
all  persons  in  a  State  could  be  found  under  the 
same  circumslanoes.  Those  will  be  -natural  or 
created  by  the  civil  and  political  institutions  of 
society.  Vet,  it  seems  to  be  agreed,  that  when  we 
find  a  person,  who  enjoys  all  the  nghts  and  prnr- 
ileges  which  others  enjoy,  trader  similar  eircnm- 
staaeea,  he  is  a  citizen. 

In  many,  periiaps  in  all,  of  the  EUates  a  distino- 
Utm  is  made,  for  many  jmrposes,  between  feoe- 
holdos  wid  those  who  are  not  One  may  serve 
a8ajuTor,theotherisezcludedfromthatpnvil^e,  * 
or  right.  The  freeholder  in  Vermont  may  have-a 
certain  kind  of  process  without  sure^ ;  the  person 
who  is  not  a  freeholder  is  deprived  of  tlus  privilege. 
No  one,  however,  would  presimie  to  declare  that  a 
person  who  was  not  a  ueeholder  could  not  be  a 
citizen.  Hae  tbe  mlevrhicb  has  been  mentioned 
would  apply  conecdy.  The  person  who  was  not 
a  freehotua,  but  who  possessed  all  the  civil  righta 
and  jffivileges  which  others  enjoyed,  under  the 
saraeciioumslances,  would  still  be  a  citizen.  So, 
minority  or  advanced  ace  would  coortitate  othv 
classes,  and  having  eqn^  rights  with  their  aavcnl 
classes  are  equally  citizens.  If  property  or  age 
are  «nployed  by  the  supreme  power  of  a  Staite  to 
confer  diflerant  righto  on  the  white  population, 
and  yet  the  ehanuster  of  eitiz«shi|>  remains  un- 
changed, why  may  not  color  be  employed  to  dia- 
tingnish  another  cbss  1  Coior  may  be  a  circum- 
stance which  wiH  designate  a  portion  of  popnla- 
tion,  and  may  be  used  cooititatKmally,  as  age  or 
property.  If  it  is  so,  it  is  a  clear  conclusion  which 
will  &Uow  from  the  position  asstuned,  that  every 
colored  person  who  is  entitled  to  ^  tbe  lights  and 
privileges  which  othen  enjoy,  under  the  aanie  cir- 
cumstances, must  be  a  citizen. 

A  reference  has  been  made  to  the  laws  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, which  prohibit  a  black  man  from  mar- 
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rf  iBg  a  Thite  woman.  It  is  said  that  bjr  the  ope- 
ration of  this  Law  he  b  deprived  of  a  civil  ri^nt, 
which  renders  him  unequal  to  others,  and  deprives 
him  of  citizenship.  Had  not  this  doctrine  been 
advanced  by  those  whose  talents  command  respect, 
it  would  never  require  refutation.  It  majr  be  proper 
to  puisue  this  principle  to  its  necessary  coacfusion- 
It  will  not  becleoied  that  the  female  part  of  society 
are  citizens  of  the  several  States  to  which  they 
belong.  They  have  civil  rights  and  privileges, 
and  as  citizens  can  demand  the  protection  and  sap- 
port  of  Governmrat.  But  the  black  man  cannot 
marry  a  woman  of  a  different  color,  therefore  ht 
is  not  a  citizen,  because  be  is  deprived  of  a  right 
which  a  white  man  possesses.  The  while  woman 
cannot  marry  a  man  of  a  different  coin- — by  the 
same  role,  which  the  j^tlcroan  from  Vimnia 
(Mr.  Bahbodb)  has  laid  down,  *A«  cannot  oe  a 
oitizen,  because  she  is  deprived  of  a  rig^t  which  a 
colored  woman  oijoys.  The  operation  of  the  law 
must  be  reei|nocal,  end  if  one  class  has  lost  its 
Ti|^ts  as  cittzeos,  the  other  has  also. 

It  is  also  said  that  the  negro  and  molatto  are 
not  enrolled  in  the  militia,  aM  compelled  to  per- 
.fortn  military  service.  In  some  States,  perhaps  in 
all,  they  may  be  exempt.  So  are'those  over  and 
under  the  age  prescribed  by  the  laws.  Is  the  youth 
of  sixteen  and  the  man  of  fifty  de{xived  of  the 
character  of  citizens  because  others  are  called  upon 
to  perform  more  arduous  duties  than  themselves  ? 
If  this  is  correct,  all  who  have  been  excused  from 
these  duties  are  most  shamefully  degraded.  The 
whiteand  Uack  man  most  share  one  common  &te. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  ^rove  that  the 
position  which  has  been  assumed  will  lead  to  the 
mevitable  conclusion,  that  negroes  and  mulattoes, 
-who,  in  any  State,  can  deoMiid  the  exercise  of 
civil  rights  and  privil^es  in  common  with  that 
class  to  which  they  belong,  are  ratitled  to  the 
character  of  citizens. 

I  concur  with  others  who  have  addressed  the 
House  before  me,  that  the  t«rm  citizen  cannot  be 
defined  by  a  single  expression.  The  rights  of  cit- 
^izens  are  different  in  different  States,  aad  are  de- 
pendent on  the  several  constitutions  and  laws 
which  hare  been  adopted.  In  the  same  State,  dif- 
ferent persons  may  be  confined  to  different  ri^ts 
and  yet  all  be  citizens. 

I  will  venture  to  assume  a  position,  which  I  am 
omfident  none  will  deny.  Not  that  it  will  embrace 
all  who  are  entitled  to  the  rights  of  citizens,  bnt 
will  be  snfflciently  craniweheiuiTe  for  the  present 
diKussion. 

A  person  must  be  considered  a  citizen,  who,  by 
Uie  fandamratal  laws  of  a  State,  is  invested  with 
political  riff  hts.  These  are  the  rights  which  com- 
municate ufe  and  give  activity  to  a  government 
itself.  In  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  these  rights 
are  conferred  on  those  only  who  have  bound  them- 
selves to  the  common  interest  and  become  pledged 
to  promote  the  general  welfare ;  who  have  been 
incorporated  into  the  great  family  of  the  people, 
and  have  made  one  common  cause  in  the  pursuit 
of  the  great  objects  of  human  government 

It  would  be  absurd,  sir,  to  say,  that  you  will  al- 
low the  enjc^mrait  of  the  hi^est  proogatives  to 


a  person  while  he  is  yet  an  alien  and  a  stnngn; 
that  you  will  permit  a  man  to  exercise  those  pow- 
ers on  which  yonr  Government  must  depend,  aad 
still  not  be  a  citizen.  What  State  in  the  Union 
permits,  for  instance,  the  richt  of  suffrage,  but  to 
sucb  as  are  its  citizens  ?  What  constitution  de- 
clares a  person  eligible  to  its  highest  honors,  who 
is  deprived  of  the  uiaracter  of  a  citizen  ?  It  wcKild 
be  fatal  to  the  existence  of  any  government  to  ad- 
mit the  people  of  other  countries  to  control  its 
operations,  until  they  had  been  bound  by  some 
strong,  indissoluble  tie  to  the  general  welfare. 

In  the  position  which  I  luve  assumed,  1  am 
well  supported  by  the  assertion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Shttb.)  I  undn- 
stood  him  distinctly  to  maintain  "that  a  citiien 
might  be  defined  to  be  one  who  is  entitled  to  po- 
litical rights." 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  examine  whether  any  nwo 
or  mulatto  hu  politick  rights  in  any  State;  whe- 
ther there  is  a  constitution  which  decrees  to  such 
person  all  the  privileges  of  citizens.  I  should  never 
have  troubled  the  House  with  many  observations 
on  this  point,  had  it  not  been  so  often  asserted,  in 
the  most  decisive  language,  that  negroes  or  mulat- 
toes, in  every  State  in  the  Union,  were  depriv^ 
of  all  the  essential  rights  of  citizens.  I  ahotild 
have  supposed  the  most  superficial  examination 
of  the  constitutions  of  the  several  States  would 
have  proved,  that  such  ideas  were  utterly  destitute 
of  foundation.  But  they  have  been  advanced  on 
the  floor  of  this  Hwise,  with  such  confidence  that 
I  hope  I  shall  be  indulged  in  attempting  to  correct 
the  error. 

Sir,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  constitution  of  Vermont.  There,  gen^anoL 
will  find  an  unequivocal  declaratiffii  "  uiat  all  men 
'  are  boro  equally  free  and  indq)aident;  that  no 

*  nude  person,  born  in  this  country,  or  brought  fran 

*  Vffx  sea,  ought  to  be  lu^den,  by  uw,  to  serve  any 
'  person  as  a  servant,  slave,  or  apprentice,  after  he 
'  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty.one  years ;  nor  fe- 
'  male,  in  like  manner,  aAer  she  arrives  at  the  age 
'  of  eighteen  years."  It  does  not  declare  that 
all  men  except  n^oesand  mulattoes  "are  bom 
equally  free  and  mdependent;"  it  does  not  de- 
cuue,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  no  person  except  negroes 
and  mulattoes  shall  be  hotden  to  servitude.  The 
language  is  broad  and  comwehensive  as  the  race 
of  man.  And,  I  bdieve  that  those  unfortunate 
bdngs,  even  where  they  are  hdd  in  a  state  of  the 
deepest  dwtadation,  ue  still  conaidemd  as  belong 
iug  to  the  ouman  ffunily. 

Sir,  lest  this  may  be  called  an  unmeaning  man- 
ifesto of  theriehtsof  man,  calculated  for  a  splendid 
show  of  repuolieaniun,  but  intended  to  confer  no 
substantial  benefits,  I  will  again  refer  to  that  in- 
strument. "  The  declaration  of  the  political  rights 
'  and  pivil^es  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Stale  is 
'  hereW  declared  to  be  a  part  of  the  constitution  of 
'  this  Commonwealth,  and  ought  not  to  be  violated 
'  on  aay  pretence  whatsoever."  Negroes  and  mulat- 
toes, sir,  herefiud  protection  under  this  firm,  humane 
and  liberal  provision ;  to  which  the  people  of  Va>- 
mont  look  with  the  proudest  satLs&ctioli,  as  Uunr 
common  saCeguatd. 
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Agaio,  sir,  it  is  de<^ared  "  that  every  man  of 
<  the  full  age  of  tw«aty-oQ€  yean,  haTtng  lesided 
'  in  this  Stata  fiarthe  i^Boeof  <me  year  next  before 

*  the  election  of  represeDtatives,  and  is  of  a  peace- 

*  able  or  quiet  behavioiir,  and  will  take  the  follow- 

*  ing  oath,  [the  oath  of  alleg^ce  to  the  State] 
'  diaU  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  freeman 
'  of  thii  State."  This  does  not  say,  every  man, 
except  negroes  and  mulattoes.  It  embraces  all  of 
every  cowr,  whether  "bora  in  this  country  or 
brought  from  over  sea and  penuit  me  to  cay 
that  the  rightsof  a  freeman  conierthe  highest  difr- 
tincUon  tt^t  can  be  given  to  an  inhalntant  of  that 
State ;  they  imply  the  perfection  of  all  the  civil 
and  political  privileges  and  immunities  that  can 
be  enjoyed  by  man  in  the  society  of  his  fellow 
men.  All  the  security  which  the  Constitution 
gives  to  the  most  distinguished  citizen  for  the  pro- 
tection of  hts  life  and  reputation,  is  afforded  to 
every  freeman,  whatever  may  be  his  eireiunstanees 
or  color.  The  spirit  of  the  Constitntion  watches 
with  eqoal  eye  ont  the  rights  and  pririlegei}  civil 
and  political,  of  the  negro  and  mulatto,  and  would 
chastise  the  least  attempt  to  offer  vii^tion. 

Here,  sir,  I  might  rest  in  the  fullest  confidence 
that  the  positbn  which  has  been  assumed  was 
fully  supported.  But  the  assertion  has  beat  so 
often  ana  so  emphatically  made,  that  those  people 
who  are  dreaded  by  the  convention  of  Missouri 
are  Aot  the  citizens  of  any  State,  a  reference  must 
be  made  to  the  constitutions  o(  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  and  New  York.  Not  one  with- 
holds its  political  and  civil  rights,  but  confers  them 
with  indiscriminate  liberality,  without  distinction 
of  color.  The  light  or  shade  of  a  countenance, 
wiiioh  indicates  an  alliance  with  the  great  family 
of  man,  confers  no  exclusive  privileges  on  the  pos- 
sessors, nor  do  they  blot  from  a  noUiical  charter 
the  immunities  ct  dtixens.  In  tnose  States  yon 
may  see  that  class,  who  are  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  those 
jwivUeves  which  are  the  distinguisbiog  preroga- 
tives of  freemen. 

Sir,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
some  of  the  many  attempts  that  have  bevn  made 
to  remove  the  objections  which  may  exist  against 
the  offered  constitution.  It  is  said  that  the  objec- 
tionable clause  may  be  ponstrued  so  as  to  operate 
on  none  who  are  the  citizens  of  a  State.  It  is  also 
contended  that  we  should  presume  the  people  of 
Missouri  would  carry  it  into  execution  in  a  man- 
ner compatible  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Sir,  there  can  be  nothing  left  to  such 
a  presumption.  If  the  object  was  not  to  exclude 
citizens  as  well  as  others,  why  did  the  convention 
not  condescend  to  make  some  execptiui'?  Not 
only  did  they  use  the  language  of  imperative  au- 
thority, but  forbid  a  deviation  for  "  any  pretext 
whatsoever."  X  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  the 
framers  of  that  constitution  mpposed  they  adopted 
IKOvisions  incompatible  with  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  Such  a  conclusion  would  be  a  charge 
of  deliberate  vit^tioo.  When  they  find  them- 
adves  supported  on  the  floor  of  this  House  by  gen- 
tlemen distinguished  for  talents  and  a  knowledge 
of  our  politi^  ittstitutitms,  can  we  suppose  th«y 
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will  readily  change  their  opinion?  It  will  tenft 
to  confirmation,  and  we  may  presume  the  ^v^ 
holding  policy  will  demand  its  exeention  with  the 
most  energeuc  determinatioB. 

It  has  been  maintained  in  ddiate  that  this  clause 
is  not  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  does 
not  contain  a  prohibition  in  itself  but  requites  the 
Assembly  to  tnss  such  laws  as  will  acoomidish  the 
object  desired.  We  are  called  upon  to  wait,  and 
if  such  laws  should  be  passed,  their  binding  power 
may  be  tried.  The  force  of  this  distinction  has 
escaped  my  discernment.  Can  it  be  said,  with 
propriety,  tiiat  an  act  performed  is  illegal,  and  the 
autnority  by  which  it  is  done  unimpeachable'?  Js 
it  correct  for  a  constitution  to  direct  an  Assembly, 
dependent  on  its  power,  to  pass  a  law  which,  from 
the  first  moment  of  its  existence,  would  be  repugn 
nant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States'? 
You  might  as  well  command  your  servant  to  as- 
sassinate your  neighbor,  and  have  the  illegality  of 
your  command  depend  upon  its  fexecntion. 

But,  allowing  we  eonstitntioa  of  Uiasouri  is 
not  a  violation  of  that  of  the  United  States ;  that 
the  ^reetion  to  the  Assembly  to  perform  what  is 
declared  to  be  their  duty,  is  no  offence^  it  would 
not  diminish  the  objection.  When  Government 
have  the  power,  it  is  bound  to  prevent  an  outrage 
on  its  dignity,  as  it  is  to  punish  one  after  it  is  com- 
mitted. You  may  as  well  pull  down  the  edifice 
yourself  as  to  give  the  power  to  others. 

Sir,  we  have  been  told  that  the  several  States, 
amoDg  other  legitimate  powers,  may  exercise  such 
as  are  deemed  necessary  for  their  own  defence  and 
safety ;  that  they  ma^  exclude  from  their  jurisdic- 
tion those  objects  which  are  in  themselves  odious 
and  pernicious.  It  is  said,  npon  this  princiide, 
States  have  the  power,  and  often  exercise  it,  in 
the  estaUishment  of  thwe  quarantine  regulations 
by  which  tiie  citizens  of  otker  States  are  excluded, 
to  prevent  fdague  and  pestilence. 

U*  thne  principle  he  established,  and  are  appli- 
cable to  the  question  now  to  be  decked  by  the 
House,  consider,  sir,  the  consequences  which  must 
inevitably  follow.  Every  object  which  the  people 
of  a  State  may  consider  odious  and  pernicious 
may  be  excluded  by  their  own  authority.  If  they 
are  uncontrolled  fay  uiy  rule  but  their  own  views 
of  propriety  or  interest,  the  exercise  of  that  au- 
thority may  be  unbounded  as  the  objects  of  their 
displeasure  may  be  nnmerous.  It  will  follow,  that 
the  soverrign  power  of  Missouri  may  exclude  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes,  because  they  are  considered 
odious  and  pernicious.  They  may  be  considered 
dangerous  as  "plague  and  pestilence,"  and  placed 
under  eternal  "  quarantine."  If  Mnsouri  can  ex- 
ercise diis  power  against  that  dnss  of  citizens,  she 
can  extend  it  to  every  other.  In  the  estimation 
of  her  people,  the  white  citizens  of  the  non-slave* 
holding  Stales  may  be  both  pernicious  and  odioa^ 
and  a  prohibitory  mandate  be  issoed  to  exclude 
them  from  her  soil. 

Fatal,  indeed,  must  this  doctrine  be  to  the  rights 
of  citizens.  Establish  the  prinoiide  that  every 
State  may  exclude  tiie  olgect  whicn  it  happens  to 
dislike^  and  the  ConstitaliOD  is  annihiktea.  We 
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hare  no  security  for  those  rights  which  alone  ean 
austaia  a  aatitwal  character.  We  must  be  cou- 
fiaed  to  that  territory  which  we  may  call  our 
State,  and,  if  we  veDture  abroad  into  another,  we 
must  he  looked  upon  as  strangers  and  aliens. 

Anotbn  ofaseiTation  fell  from  an  honorable 
member  in  debate,  which  deserres  an  answer.  It 
was  said,  those  whom  the  constitution  of  Miasoort 
will  ezelade,  never  bare  enjoyed  any  oinl  or  po- 
ll tieal  rights,  except  what  the  Legislatores  of  the 
States  in  which  they  reside  may  ure  grataitonsly 
giren.  Thia,sir,isaTeryseriousmistake.  Tbcpeo- 
|ile  to  whom  we  allude  were  among  the  earliest 
inhabitanu  o(  sereral  States.  In  Vermont  they 
were  received  and  acknowledged  as  citizens  when 
the  constitution  was  fwmed,  under  which  the 
rifhts  and  prinleges  of  every  citizen  are  protected. 
The  Legblatwe  could  as  euoly  demolish  the  eoa- 
stitutton  itself  as  take  from  a  colorad  citizen  a 
right  which  it  has  dadarad  to  ba  ncred. 
The  de^usUmi,  "that  all  man. are  bom  equUr 
freej"  "that  no  person  brought  ftom  over  sea" 
Aaati  be  held  to  aoritude,  may  be  called  a  gra- 
tvity,  if  gentlemen  pleasej  but^  sir,  the  people  of 
Vermont  consider  it  a  gratuity  from  Heaven. 
The  colored  man  was  distmctly  m  the  view  <^  the 
framers  of  tbatconstitotion.  whether  bora  in  the 
United  States,  or  "  brought  over  sea,"  be  was  an 
e^pwi  object  of  renrd  and  protection.  Sueh  is 
the  condition,  in  Vermont,  of  those  whom  Mis- 
souri forbids  to  set  a  foot  upon  her  soiL 

Af^ia,  we  are  told  but  lew  of  this  description 
of  citizens  wwld  ever  migrate  to  Missouri.  The 
same  might  be  said  of  the  whole  people  of  a  State. 
Should  a  State  of  the  Union  become  obnozioas 
and  odious  to  the  people  of  a  Territmy,  they 
might,  nndev  the  pneednit  that  raav  be  eslab- 
lisMdf  eaclnde  its  citizens  in  general  "from  cmn- 
ing  to.  or  settBu  in,"  the  sam^  "  uadCT  anr  pre- 
tat  waaisoerer?'  If,  then,  we  are  presented  with 
an  assumption  of  unconstitutional  power,  it  oi^hc 
to  be  arrested  on  its  first  appearance.  Indulgence 
wvuld  give  it  cMfidenee,  and-  snaring  it  to  paat> 
Ibr  a  while  imiq^ed  would  render  it  uneon- 
qwraUe. 

It  seems  to  me,  theicfo!r&  that  i  am  jostHied  in 
drawing  the  conclusion  that  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes  eae  citizens  of  several  States  in  this  Union  j 
timt  they  are  entitled  to  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  in  every  Sate ;  that  rtie  attempt 
of  Missoori  to  repel  them  from  her  limits,  is  re- 
pognattt  to  the  Constimtion  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  she  ought  not  to  be  received  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  ConKderecy, 

Wben  Mr.  M.  bad  concluded— 

Mr.  BuBTia,  of  Maamehusccis,  addressed  the 
House,  in  snhstante,  as  followii: 

I  am  one  of  those  who  had  hoped  that  the  di»- 
cnsNon  of  this  question  might  hare  been  avoided. 
But  it  is  upon  us,  and  we  must  meet  and  deetde  it. 
With  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  I  per- 
fectly agree,  that  the  onl^  question  to  be  deter- 
mined is,  whether  that  article  in  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Legisla- 
tnre  to  provide  by  law  "that  free  negroes  ana  mo- 
lattoes  sfaaU  not  be  admitted  into-  that  Sinta,"  is, 
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or  is  not,  repugnant  to  that  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  declares  "that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entttM  to  all 
the  privities  and  hnnumities  <tf  citizens  in  the 
several  StaUe."  This  qpestion  bas  b«en  fiurly 
met  Those  who  contend  that  the  article  is  not 
repugnant  to  the  Constimtion  of  the  United  States, 
gnnind  themselves  on  the  position  that  Uacks  and 
mulattoea  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  have  repeatedly  referred  to  the  cmdition  of 
those  in  Massachusetts  to  support  the  assertion. 
Now,  sir,  I  invite  the  bononUe  member  from 
Delaware,  who  has  lately  addressed  vou,  with  the 
hoooraUe  member  from  Virsinia,  wno,  in  his  ad- 
dress to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  E^day 
last,  maintained  the  same  position,  to  go  with  me 
and  examine  the  question  to  its  root. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolationay  war, 
there  were  found  in  the  Middle  and  Northern 
States  many  blacks  and'  other  pettde  oi  edhr, 
capable  of  bearing  arms :  a  part  of  them  free,  the 
greater  part  staves.  Tne  ireemm  entered  oar 
ranks  with  the  lAites.  The  time  of  thoae  who 
were  slaves  was  purchased  by  the  States,  and  they 
were  induced  to  enter  the  s«vice  in  consequence 
of  a  law  by  which,  on  condition  of  their  serving 
in  the  ranks  duriiwthe  war,  they  were  made  fiee- 
mcD.  In  Rhode  Island,  where  their  numbers  were 
moreeonsiderable,  they  were  formed,  under  thesame 
considerations,  into  a  r^ment  cmnmanded  by 
white  officers:  and  it  is  required,  in  justice  to 
them,  to  add,  tnai  they  discharged  their  duty  with 
zeal  and  fidelity.  The  gallant  defence  of  Red 
Bank,  in  which  this  black  raiment  bore  a  part,  is 
amoi^  the  proofs  of  their  valor. 

Among  the  traits  which  distinguished  this  re- 

S'  ment,  was  their  derotimi  to  their  officer^ ;  when 
eir  brave  Cirfonel  Qreene  was  afterwards  cot 
down  and  mortally  wounded,  the  sabres  of  theemmy 
reached  his  body  only  through  the  limbs  of  hlsfaitii- 
Ait  guard  of  Uacks,  who  hovered  over  him  and 
protected  him,  every  cme  <^  whom  was  killed,  and 
whom  he  was  not  ashamed  to  call  his  cfaildrea. 
The  services  of  this  description  of  men  in  the 
navy  are  also  well  known.  I  shonld  not  have 
mentioned  either,  but  for  the  information  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  whom  I  understood  to 
say  that  he  did  not  know  that  they  had  served  in 
any  considerable  numbers. 

The  war  over  and  peace  restored,  these  roen  re- 
turned to  tbeirrespectivG  States.  And  who  could 
have  said  to  them,  on  their  reinrn  to  civil  life 
after  having  shed  their  blood,  in  common  with 
the  whites,  in  the  defence  of  the  Ubesrtiea  of  the 
coimtry,  You  are  not  to  imrtieipnte  in  the  r^tts 
secuired  by  the  struM^e,  or  in  the  liberty  for  vroieh 
yon  have  been  fighting?  Certainly,  no  white 
man  in  BSassachusetts. 

The  gentleman  fnun  Vir^nia  says  he  must  not 
be  told  that  the  term,  we  the  people,  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  Constitution,  means,  or  includes,  In- 
dians, free  ntgtoetj  mulattoes.  If  it  shall  be  made 
to  appear  that  persons  of  this  description,  citizens 
at  the  time,  were  parties  to,  and  formed  an  integ- 
ral part  of  that  compact,  it  follows,  incontestal^, 
that  they  an  uid  mast  be  included  in  it.  To 
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jostiff  the  inference  of  goDtlemnL,  the  jpieamble 
ought  to  lead.  We  the  vkUt  people.  This  ww 
impoi^Ue ;  tot  menAen  of  the  coBTcntkn  who 
fbnaed  Uiat  conatitatHm,  from  the  Middle  end 
Northecn  Sutes,  coold  Derer  hare  oonaented, 
knowing  that  tMe  wm  in  those  States  mMuy 
thonsanas  of  pet^e  of  color,  who  had  rights  un- 
der it.  They  were  free— firce  from  their  masters  ? 
Yes,  in  the  first  instance ;  they  alto  became  free* 
men  the  Stale,  and  were  admitted  to  all  the 
rights  and  imvil^es  of  white  citizens.  Was  this 
aui^siwi  merely  nominal?  This  is  answered 
by  the  fact  that  they  did  enior  and  did  exercise 
the  rifghts  of  free  citizens,  ana  nave  continued  to 
exercue  them,  from  the  peace  of  1783  to  this  day. 
It  has  been  contended  that  they  are  not  citizens, 
beeaose  they  have  been  depciredj  by  a  law  of 
MaasachoseUs,  of  a  part  of  their  civil  rights,  and 
in  pioof,  is  stated  the  law  fEwbidding  the  marriage 
of  &  Uack  man  irith  n  white  wuitao.  The  same 
law,  nr,  intodiets  the  marriage  of  a  while  man 
inth  a  black  woman.  The  law,  thca^  appiiea 
ewonlly  to  both,  and  cannot  justify  the  mfemnoe 
waich  has  hee&  drawn  from  it.  But,  if  the  Uaek 
nwn  ceased  to  he  a  eilizcn  because  he  had  lost  this 
oiril  r^ht,  as  contended  for  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virgiina,  the  while  man  also  must  be  deter- 
mined not  to  be  a  citizen,  and  the  State  of  Mis- 
aouri  would  have  an  equal  right  to  exclude  him. 
Again,  sir,  dte  exclusion  of  the  blacks  from  the 
ranks  of  the  militia  is  adduced  aa  another  instance 
of  their  priratiott  of  a  civil  right.  Without  dwell- 
ing on  toe  well-known  fact  that  militia  du»r  in 
Massachusetts  is  a  heavy  duty,  an  exemption  from 
which  is  considoed  a  farw,  and  that  several  other 
deseriptioBs  of  citizens  are  also  exempted;  aod 
admitting  that  the  blacks  are  interdietedr  while 
othoe  are  only  exanpced  from  this  duty,  what  is 
proved  by  ^ootii^  theae  laws  1  They  prove  that 
dtqr  were  in  the  actual  enjoymmt  of  tluae  rights, 
and  that  a  specifie  law  became  necessary  to.  de- 
wive  tbem  of  them.  Admitting  that  the  State 
had  a  r^^t  to  pass  these  laws,  and  that  this  de- 
seription  of  citisena  are  curtau^  in  their  exer- 
cise a  part  of  their  privileges,  what  rights  are 
left  to  than,  and  what  rights  do  they  eontiuue  to 
enjoy  and  exercise  ?  We  answer,  all  the  broad 
and  esaential  rights  of  citizeae— 4he  right,  in  com- 
mon with  the  whites,  to  hold  real  aad  pmonal 
estate;  the  right  oi  course  to  bold  and  convey 
hmd ;  the  right  of  ui^  by  jury ;  the  right  to  the 
writ  of  habos  corpus ;  and,  in  this  QorcmBentr 
the  ad-important  right  of  the  elective  franchise ; 
and  it  may  be  safely  affirmed,  that,  by  the  lawa 
and  oonstilntiixa  of  MaMaehnsetts,  the^  are  con- 
■Jewd  aa  citizens  eqonUy  with  die  whites. 

It  has  been  justly  ohacrved  on  this  sutgect,  by  a 
gpoadamafi  oa  the  othCT  nd^  that  facu  and  prac- 
tice are  hma  than  dwory*  Here,  then,  we  offer 
iBODUtrovertible  fact&  proving,  not  from  theory, 
but  from  actual  and  long  conuoued  i>ractice,  that 
btackraenudmulattoesjin  Massachusetts  at  least, 
are  citizeBi,  having  civil  and  political  rights,  ia 
cofunon  with  the  whites.  If  we  are  aaked  for 
evidence  of  their  being  in  the  exereiae  of  these 
Figk«s  it  is  answered,  that  a  knowledge  of  the  his- 
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tory  and  practice  of  the  State  for  more  than  forty 
years  pest,  will  show  that  they  have  been  in  the 
eonstant  exercise  of  than.  To  vote  in  the  dee- 
lion  of  tami,  comity,  and  State  officers,  the  same 
qualifieatiotts'  of  residence  and  property  are  re- 
quired fntn  them,  as  from  the  whites,  and,  hav- 
iug  these  qualifications,  they  have  a  voice  m  the 
election  of  all  State  officers.  Again,  it  is  partic- 
ularly affirmed,  by  the  honontUe  member  from 
Ddaware,  that  this  description  of  persons,  what- 
ever right  they  may  have  in  the  several  States, 
have  no  federal  rights,  and  cannot  be  considered 
as  citiz^  of  the  United  States.  I  had  thought, 
with  the  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
that  the  questiai  "who  were  citizaM?"  wae- 
merged  and  decided  by  the  adoption  of  the  Fed> 
eral  Coustitution. 

By  whom,  and  for  whose  use  and  benefit,  was 
that  CoBstitulion  formed  t  By  the  people,  and  for 
the  po^l^  inhabiting  the  several  States.  Did  the 
Conraition  who  formed  it  go  into  the  considerft- 
tion  of  the  eharaoter  m  cmq  ilexMm  of  die  citizens 
included  in  the  oonqmetf  No^  sir;  thev neces- 
sarily considered  sdl  those  as  citiUBi  woo  were 
acknowledged  aa  aoeh  at  time  by  the  eonati- 
tntion  of  the  States. 

Indqwndoit  of  all  rensoning,  presumption,  at 
theory,  we  proceed  to  state  facts  which  prove  in- 
cootrovertibly  thciz  federal  rights.  I  confine  my 
observations  to  Massachusetts,  because  tlfe  practice 
in  that  State  is  within  my  own  personal  knowl- 
edge and  observation.  In  that  State,  sir,  the  citi- 
zens in  question  constituted,  and  were  in  fact  an- 
elementary  part  of  the  Federal  compact.  They 
were  as  directly  represented  as  the  wnites,  in  the 
initiatory  process;  and,  from  their  votes,  in  com- 
mon with  thoae  of  the  whites,  emanated  the  con- 
vention* of  Massaehnsetts,  by  whom  the  Federal 
Coastitntion  waa  reoeived  and  ratified.  Is  not  this 
imNtf  1  Is  it  not  demwatiation  that  they  are  to- 
titled  to,  that  Uiey  hold  and  exercise  federal  rights 
in  common  with  the  other  citizens  1  If  a  doubt 
remained,  it  b  answered  by  another  equally  impor- 
tant foot  They  are  also  re^esented,  not  circui- 
toosly  and  indireotly,  but  direetlv,  in  this  House. 
I  veiT  much  doubt,  sir,  if  there  m  a  member  on 
this  noor  from  any  one  district  in  Massachusetts 
wiMse  election  does  not  partake  of  the  votes  of 
these  pec^e.  In  the  district  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  their  number,  compared  with 
that  of  th«  white  population,  is  uot  great ;  but,  in 
an  adjoining  district,  their  number  of  qoalified 
voters  have  wen  ssfflaent,  and  has  actually  turned 
the  electiwi  of  a  member  of  this  House. 

After  affirming  that  they  had  uot  the  rights  of 
citixoH  of  the  United  Suies,  which  we  amwehend 
we  hare  disproved,  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
presumea  that  theyare  few  in  number.  This  also 
IS  a  great  ettor.  Their  number  is  much  greater 
than  ^t  oendcman  apprehends.  Not  only  the 
number  ana  the  rights  of  these  men,  but  their 
characters  also,  do  not  appear  to  have  been  under- 
stood. Nor  is  it  to  me  at  all  extraordinary  that 
gentlemen  from  other  States,  in  which  the  condi- 
tion, chaneter,  the  moral  &enltie^  and  the  rights 
of  mat  of  color  differ  so  widely,  novld  entertain 
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o|iin)ons  so  rariant  froiq  ours.  In  Massachusetts, 
sir,  diere  are  amongf  them  those  who  pos»s8  alt 
the  virtues  which  are  deemed  estimable  in  civil 
and  social  life.  They  have  thdr  public  teachers 
of  reli^oa  and  morautjr,  their  scboola  and  otha 
institniions;  on  anniversaries  which  they  con- 
sider intereetiDg  to  them  they  have  their  public 
processions ;  in  all  which  they  conduct  themselves 
with  order  and  decorum.  Do  we  ask  for  them 
any  enlargement  or  extension  of  their  rights? 
No,  sir,  we  ask  only  that,  in  a  disposition  to  ac- 
ixmimodate  Missouri,  their  avowed  rights  and 
ivivile^  be  not  taken  from  them. 

If  their  number  be  small,  and  they  are  feebly 
represented,  we  to  whom  they  are  known  are  pro- 
portionably  bound  to  protect  them.  But  their  de- 
fence is  not  founded  on  their  numbers ;  it  rests  on 
Ae  immutable  principles  of  justice.  If  there  be 
only  one  family,  or  a  solitary  individual,  who  has 
ri^ts  guarantied  to  him  by  the  Constitution, 
whatever  may  be  his  color  or  eomplcsioD,  it  is  not 
in  the  power  nor  can  it  be  in  the  iocUoation  of 
Congress  to  deprive  him  of  them^  and  I  trust, 
sir,  Oat  the  decision  on  this  occasioB  will  show 
that  we  will  extend  good  ftUh  even  to  the  Uacks. 

It  has  been  said  that  an  adoptiim  on  the  part  of 
Congress  of  the  constitution  or  Missouri  gives  no 
additional  force  to  the  clause  which  we  think  we 
have  shown  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  Uiat  Mis- 
soari  wouM  have  the  tight  to  pass  the  law  without 
Uie  injunction  in  her  constitution ;  and,  further, 
that  her  Legislature  may  or  may  not  exercise  the 
power  given  to  them  by  her  constitution ;  and,  if 
she  should  pass  an  unconstitutional  law,  a  remedy 
^  tqay  be  had  by  an  appeal  to  the  Judiciary. 

Can  language  be  stronger  than  that  made  use  of 
in  her  constitution  1  "  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  k>  pass  the  law,"  Ac.  The  Legisla- 
toz^  unddr  that  elaiue,  must  and  will  pass  the  law. 
The  saoctioa  of  Gongren  will  give  additional 
force  to  its  injunction,  and  the  black  citizen  will 
then  be  shut  out  from  the  State.  HThcre,  then,  is 
he  to  find  his  remedy? 

That  Missouri  may  pass  such  a  law  afto-  her 
admission  into  the  Union  is  conceded.  Such  law 
will  not,  in  that  case,  be  sanctioned  by  Congress. 
And,  sir,  I  make  a  wide  distinction  between  a  law 
passed  by  a  State  making  a  part  of  the  Unicm, 
and  a  provision  in  the  constitution  of  a  State  in 
process  of  admission  into  the  Union,  and  pre- 
sented to  Cooffress  for  apivobation.  The  right  of 
Congress  to  admit  States  into  the  Union  has  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  sovereign 
power,  over  which  no  co-ordinate  branch  of  ue 
Qovernment  can  have  control ;  and,  disguise  it  as 
we  mar,  the  admission  of  Missouri,  with  this  arti- 
cle in  her  constitution,  sanctioiui  uat  article,  and 
virtually  at  least  declares  it^t  to  be  remnunt  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  To  those 
who  believe  it  to  be  tmconstitutional  it  is  no  satis- 
faction to  be  told  that  the  Judiciary  will  correct 
their  error.  They  consider  it  their  duty  to  ma^ 
a  right  decision,  presuming  that  there  will  be  no 
appeal. 

Mr.  Speaker,  no  one  can  address  you  who  is 
more  sensible  than  I  am  that  this  QovemmeBl  is 
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the  result  of  compromise;  of  a  healing,  heav- 
enly, conciliating  spirit,  which  the  genius  of  the 
immortal  WaduDgton  was  perhaps  uone  capnUe 
of  rallying  round  him ;  nor  can  any  one  be  more 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  cherishing  these  dis- 
positions, more  especially  in  eases  where  <he  rights 
of  States,  whether  already  admitted,  or  hereafter 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  are  concerned. 
Let  us  be  careful  that  this  indulgent  disposition  be 
not  extended  too  far.  Sir,  this  has  Uxa  consid- 
ered a  sectioual  question.  I  must  deny  the  posi- 
tion. Maine  is  as  deeply  interested  in  it  as  Mis- 
souri. In  every  question  touching  the  Constitu- 
tion every  State  in  the  Union  has  an  equal,  a  com- 
mon interest ;  and,  let  me  add,  however  we  may 
differ  in  opinion  or  in  constrnction,  we  are  bound 
by  a  common  interest  to  extend  to  each  other  the 
belief  t^t  there  is  a  common  respect  and  an  «qoal 
desire  to  obey  its  injunctions.  Were  this  even  a 
doubtful  case,  it  ought  to  be  decided  in  5ivor  of 
common  rights.  Were  it  ptusible  that,  in  the 
wish  to  aeoommodate  Missouri,  the  Constitution 
should  be  made  to  bend  in  her  favor,  the  tree  is  ia 
danger,  and,  if  a  single  limb  be  broken,  Missouri 
is  no  longer  safe  in  what  would  be  guarantied  to 
her.  In  less  than  twelve  months  the  incUnation 
may  be  in  a  different  direction,  and  she  may  lose 
more  than  she  would  have  gained. 

Among  the  different  arguments  which  have 
been  made  use  of,  I  have  regretted  that  allusifms 
have  been  bad  to  consequences  which  may  result 
from  a  native  on  the  resolutiou  under  consider- 
ation. Sir,  perfectly  sensible  of  the  delicate  situa- 
tion in  whicD  Missouri  will  be  placed,  I  exclude 
from  my  own  mind  all  considerations  of  this  kind, 
from  a  conviction  that  no  consequences  can  or 
will  arise  which  ought  to  be  compared,  or  put  in 
competition^  with  those  resulting  necessarily  noma 
rioUtioD  of  the  compact  which  binds  us  together 
as  a  nation. 

Whoi  Mr.  B.  had  concluded— 

The  Committee  rose,  on  the  motion  of  lilr. 
Bbechbb,'  of  Ohio,  (some  other  gentlemen  also 
rising  to  obtain  the  floor,)  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


WEONaaDAY,  December  13. 
Another  member,  to  wit :  from  North  Carolina, 
Thomas  Settle,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  Seboeant  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  part  of  the  stockhdders  of  the  said 
bank,  praying  for  an  amendment  in  that  part  of 
the  charter  of  said  bank  which  provides  mat  no 
director,  except  ike  president,  shall  be  eligiUe  for 
more  than  three  years  in  four ;  that  provision  may 
be  made  for  the  punishment  of  sui^  offioers  of  thte 
bank  as  may  be  guilty  of  fraud,  peenlattoa,  or  Tto- 
latton  of  the  trust  committed  to  them ;  that 
thority  may  be  vested  in  the  said  president  and 
directors,  to  onplor  persons  to  sign  aud  counter^ 
sign  the  notes  of  the  bank ;  and  that  the  lulls  or 
notes  originally  made  payable,  or  which  shall  have 
become  payable  on  demand,  ^all  of  rirtt  be  re- 
coved  ajul  payaUe  only  U  tiie  bank  or  Maneh  of 
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the  tonk,  at  w^ieh  the  lana  poiportf  to  be  psy*- 
bte;  which  memgrial  ma  nferrea  to  «  sdcet  con^ 
mittee,a|id  Mam.  ScroeaMt,  Wwtmah,  Tvi^ 
QoRBAH,  and  Hardi!*,  Were  appomled  the  said 
'  cDmmittee. 

Mr.  BAKBom  pnMDted  a  laeowrial  of  the  mer- 
chiMitSf  uoicolturisls,  and  Other  inhabilaats  of  the 
town  of  Fredericksburg^  aad  the  a^acent  ooantjr, 
ia  the  State  of  Virginia,  prayiog  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  may  not  be  fettered  or  im- 
peded by  aov  increase  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on 
imports,  for  toe  purpow  of  affording  further  i^o- 
tectim  to  the  maaufacturing  interest  of  theconotry. 

Mr.  JoNEB,  of  VirB^Dia,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  merchants  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Petersburg,  in  that  State,  in  opposition  to  any 
change  in  the  boundaries  of  the  eoUection  district 
UPemabmg. — ^The-aaid  aongrida  mn  referred 
to  the  Gomsiittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  JoNU  alio  pieteDied  a  petition  of  Uie.dela- 
nteaof  the  United  Agricultural  Societieiof  Priaee 
Georn,  Sossex,  Surry.  Petersburg,  Bninswicli, 
Diawiddie,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia|  praying  that  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports 
may  not  be  increased  for  the  punmse  of  aflrarding 
furuKT  protection  to  the  maaufactartBg  interests 
of  the  country ;  which  petition  wasreferred  to  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Bretard  presented  sundry  resoiutieos adopt* 
ed  at  a  numerom  and  respectable  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Kecshaw  district,  held  at  Camden, 
in  the  State  of  South  CanJiaa,  on  the  4th  of  No- 
T«nber  las^  euwessire  of  their  disapprobation  of 
any  increase  oTthe  tariff  of  duties  on  unpotts, 

Mr^  Wbithan  preeented  a  memorial  from  a  con- 
vention of  dalesates  assembled  from  the  agricul- 
tntal  and  oommercial  sections  of  the  State  of 
Blaue,  in  relntioa  to  the  tariff  {Ropoaed  at  the  Iwt 
session  of  Congress,  and  prayiqg  that  no  such 
mcaaiwe  may  be  adopte^  at  the  present  session — 
The  said  resolotioiis  and  memorial  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manu&ctures. 

The  bills  from  the  Bena^  for  the  rdief  of  John 
Holmes,  of  Alabama,  and  for  the  relief,  of  Morgan 
&own,  were  twice  read  aad  couMidaed. 

The  rasolution  frwn  the  Seofkte,  "declaiiq^  the 
admisuuK^  the  State  of  Miwonri  into  the  Union," 
was  read  tbre  ftst  tm^  aad  onleied  to  Ue  op  the 
table. 

On  motitm  of  Mr.  Rio^  the  H^ise  proceeded 
fo  ooosidcT  the  preaefitioQ  submittsd  by  him  yes- 
tacdar,  to  amend  toe  standing  m|ss  aad  orders  of 
the  Hoase}  aad  the  said  pn^jKisition  beiag  again 
Ti»d,  waa  agreed  to  hy  the  Howe. 

Mr.  Tbaoy  submitted  the  following  reaobitiwi, 
vhfob  va»  rend^and  wdcind  to  be  on  the  taUt 
QM  day  for  eonatdaratiiqi,  viz: 

Pemfced.  That  the  Bscnaary  of  War^.dlneMd  to 
IsybsfeiethisHpaaealHtoryLlbelaBdsaiid  haild- 
iags  whiA  hna  hsso  pnrohMed  bj  the  United  Sistea 
Air  nuKtaiy  pDrpaass.  from  tbe.Jst  day  of  Jn);,  1818, 
Ut  the  praaent  time  ;  the  coat  of  aach  ait«,  and  of  the 
baikUogs,  as  Alt  aa  on;  b«  psacticaUa;  together  with 
the  aatinatad  puaant  valqe;  alao  iadicatiog  those 
vhicb,  ia  the  jadgmant  of  the  Secretary,  may  be  aeld 
whhont  injory  te  ttte  poblic  aerrka. 
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OFFICES  OF  THE  CUSTOMS. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ng  Iwter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
tranamifting,  io  obedieoce  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Honseof  Represmtatireaof  the  15tb  of  May,  1820, 
a  list  of  the  offices  of  the  customs,  wl^ch  may  be 
aboli^ed  without  detriment  to  the  public  inteieat; 
which  was  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  Comr 
mcree. 

Taaasvn  DaMRTXBirT,  Dec  9,  IMOi 
8ib:  In  obedicnca  to  a  resolution  of  fta  Houm  at 
ReprMegtatiTea  ef  the  tfith  of  May,  18S0,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  Uio  Treasury  *■  to  repon  to  the  Hooaa,  at ' 
the  next  aaaaton  of  Confress,  anch  oSosa  of  the  eos- 
toma  aa  may  be  properly  suppreaaad,  «i  aeconbt  4rf 
their  inutility,  or  ftom  any  other  eatue,"  I  ba»e  the 
honsr  to  rcsoit  a  Jiat  irf  oflScea  which  it  ia  baiteTad  nay 
be  aboliahad  nittiont  detrineat  to  the  public  intaraat. 

Tba  iafiiraatiaa  al>aii  which  this  rtport  is  faandad, 
was  antriaitted  to  the  Benate  of  the  United  Statea  on 
the  9i  day  of  Deeeaiher,  with  the  liat  hereto  aa- 
nexad,  ia  eonfomuty  with  a  resolution  of  that  honoia- 
ble  House,  and  may  be  referred  to  No.  27  of  the  re- 
ports of  the  secont]  laauoa  <^  the  fifteeoth  Congma. 

Id  the  collection  of  the  revenue  penona  s>e  employed 
to  weigh,  roeasure,  asuge,  end  mark,  all  merchandLee 
itDpotted  ioto  the  United  Stales  su»-ceptibla  of  these 
different  operationa.  the  £b««  for  which  are  defined  by 
law,  and  farm  a  large  hen  In  ibe  expenses  of  oollec- 
tien. 

It  IB  ascertained  Chat  for  tbeaeaerneea  there  waapaM 
dwriof  the  year  1B19  tbe  aiim  of  9U6,4S«  71.  h  la 
aleO  aseeitainad  that,  io  ooe  of  the  prineipal  p«l% 
tbeae  aerrioea  are  performed  cxeluatTely  by  the  inqiee. 
ton,  who  receive  three  delian  a  day  tbroughoat  the 
year,  for  their  aarricta  aa  inspectors.  The  law  legn- 
iMing  the  companaatioD  of  the  inspectora  of  tbe  ene- 
tems,  anthoriiee  tbe  aUowuice  of  three  dollars  a  day 
foe  the  daya  that  they  are  actually  ea^loyed.  But  they 
cannot  be  considered  aa  actually  easplograd  aa  inapoe* 
tors  ewy  day  in  the  year,  when  during  the  aame  tine 
they  are  employed  aa  waighera,  neaaurHa,  gaogsn^ 
and  ntarkara,  aad  actually  leeette  for  auch  serricec 
about  93|M0  a  year. 

In  several  of  tbe  porta,  the  Inspectors  have  volun- 
tarl^  offimd  to  perform,  without  oompensatioB,  auch 
amicet.  It  b  cDnfldanl^  believed  tiiat  the  inqiectora 
eni^oyed  la  the  aereral  (Bslriota  of  the  United  Btatea^  ' 
at  thia-time,  ate  entife^  conpetent  to  dbebarge  tiwee 
datias,  in  addition  to  these  now  Rfaired  of  thm.  Tha 
abelitlon  of  the  fcea  tar  wajghing,  maaauring,  gaaglny, 
and  laBrlliQg,  will  redooe  the  expensea  of  eeUeotloa  aft 
least  9100,000  a  year,  whilst  the  abolition  of  tha  offloaa 
fvasented  ia  tbe  list  annexed  to  this  nwat  will  not  re- 
(laee  it  to  mere  thee  about  ••^000.  U  ia,  tbatefin^ 
teapeetially  anb«itted|  that  it  ia  expedient  to  i^Malev 
sawth  of  tbe  aaoend  sectioa  of  the  act  to  ealabliah  the 
eeyp^iaation  of  ibeottcem employed  ia  the  eoUectiaa 
of  the  dotiea  on  imporU  and  tonnage,  and  for  other 
paipoaes,  paaacd  March  the  3d,  17S9;  and  of  all  other 
acta  which  allow  fees  for  weighing,  meaanring,  gang- 
ing, and  marking  of  merchandise  or  packagaa,  imported 
into  the  United  Stales,  and  that  these  aerrioea  be  ren- 
dered by  the  lo«ieet(Hra  of  tbe  cuatoma. 

Izem^,  with  reapsct,  fte. 

WH.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon.  J.  W.  Tatub, 

<^(nfeer  Bwte  qf  RtpreuniuUvttt 
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.  CONSTITUTION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutioQ  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  into  the  Uniou. 

Mr.  Bbechkb,  of  Ohio^  deiivered,  at  coiuidera- 
td6  length,  his  sentiments,  in  opposition  to  the  pas- 
saee  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  said,  after  the  full  discus- 
sion which  this  subject  had  already  receiTcd,  he 
felt  much  tductaoce  in  asking  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  single  additional  remark  from  him ;  and 
were  it  not  for  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  he 
found  himself  placed,  he  ^(wld  have  been  con- 
tented in  giving  a  silent  vote.  He  said  he  had  fnlly 
giren  his  consUtnentj  to  understand  that  beshould 
vote  for  the  admission  of  Missouri.  That  he  had 
given  them  so  to  understand,  even  previous  to  his 
rejection  to  a  seat  in  the  next  C^neress,  and  the 
result  of  that  election  had  satisfied  nim  that  his 
vote  would  not  be  disapproved.  He  considered  the 
faith  of  Congress  pledged,  bv  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  to  admit  her,  provided  her  constitution 
were  made  in  conformity  to  the  terms  of  this  act, 
and  when  he  had  said  he  would  vote  for  her  ad- 
mission, that  declaration  had  always  been  made 
under  the  belief  that  such  would  be  the  case. 

When  Mr.  C.  arrived  at  Washington,  he  for  the 
first  time  met  the  objection,  which  was  now  ur^^ed 
uainst  her  constitution^  and  perhaps  under  the  m- 
mence  of  a  strong  anxiety  few  her  admission,  had 
exanuned  the  question,  as  he  then  UioDght,  tho- 
xoiigfaly,  and  for  a  considerable  time  saw  no  reason 
to  cnange  his  determiaatioa.  Under  this  convic- 
tion, produced  by  that  examination,  he  had,  as  he 
boped  he  always  should  do,  fearlessly  expressed 
his  opinion  in  lavor  of  her  admission.  He  even 
now,  notwithstanding  his  opinion  was  changed, 
freely  declared  that  all  his  predilections  were  in 
favor  of  such  a  vote.  Missouri,  he  said,  was  the 
near  adjoining  neighbor  of  Illinois,  and  notwith- 
standing an  unhappy  difference  of  opinion  upon 
{nlitical  subjects  had  created  between  their  respec- 
tive citizens  a  rancor  and  animosity,  which  he  well 
knew  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give  would  not  in 
the  least  allay;  a  vote  which  he  well  knew  many 
of  his  constituents  would  be  greatly  disappoint- 
ed when  ibiBf  heard  of:  yet  he  should  be  gud  to 
•ee  her  admitted  and  plued  upon  an  equal  footing 
vith  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
aait 

Mr.  C!  said,  it  was  because  of  his  particular  sit- 
uation, and  because  there  was  a  view  of  the  subject 
which  had  weight  with  him,  and  which  -had  not 
been  taken  in  argument,  that  he  ventored  to  b^ 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  single  moment. 

He  was  aware  that  the  change  his  opinion  had 
undergone,  had  called  forth  the  charge  of  incon- 
sistency and  timidity  from  some^  on  both  sides  of 
the  question.  But  such  suggestions  made  no  im- 
pression upon  his  mind.  He  felt  shielded  against 
the  effects  of  all  such  unkind  opinions  and  sugges- 
tions, by  a  consciousness  qf  the  rectitude  of  fats  own 
motives. 

He  said  be  considered  the  freedom  of  thought, 
and  its  fearless  declaration,  as  the  palladium  or 


truth,  and  the  impr^able  bulwark  of. liberty. 
When  reason  was  left  free  to  combat  error,  the 
triumph  of  sound  principles,  he  thought,  could  not 
long  be  doubtful. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  sentiments,  he  had 
examined  the  subject  for  himsdf,  and  had  satisfied 
his  own  mind  of  the  incorrectness  of  his  first  opin- 
ion. And  surety  nfter  the  example  set  him  by  the 
distinguished  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported this  resolution,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  he  hoped 
he  might  escape  animadversion  for  acknowledging 
his  error.  He  said  that  honorable  gendeman  had 
frankly  and  magnanimously  acknowledged  his 
error  in  reporting  that  preamUe  to  die  resohitioa 
then  under  discusuon,  which  had  been  stricken 
out.  An  example  of  thb  kind  he  was  by  no  means 
ashamed  to  imitate. 

Mr.  C.  said^  much  argument  had  been  employed 
on  the  opposite  side,  to  prove  that  Missouri  was 
now  a  State.  In  reply  to  which  he  had  no  hope 
of  being  aUe  to  advance  stronger  arguments  than 
bad  already  been  urged,  and  particularly  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Beroeart,) 
and  he  was  therefore  willing  to  adopt  them  as  the 
amunents  upon  which  he  predicated  the  converse 
01  that  proposition,  diat  Missouri  was  not  now  a 
State,  unless  she  were  such  de  fitelo,  and  therefore 
entitled  to  none  of  the  rights  and  immnnities  of  a ' 
State  of  this  Union. 

It  order  to  be  a  State  of  this  Union,  or  to  be  en- 
titled to  become  such,  he  considered  it  an  indis- 
pensable prerequisite,  on  her  part,  to  form  a  con- 
stitution m  conformity  to  the  princiides  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
conditions  presented  by  the  act  by  virOie  of  which 
her  constitution,  upon  i^  fiice,  professed  to  have 
been  formed. 

That  she  had  not  framed  such  a  constitution,  he 
thought  was  fhirly  deduciUe  from  the  arguments 
whicli  he  was  about  to  employ.  The  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  said  he,  gives  to  "Congress 
the  power  to  dispose  of,  and  makeall  needful  rales 
and  regulatidns  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States."  This, 
said  Mr.  C,  is  a  general  power,  and  in  the  exer- 
cise of  this  general  power  he  amnrehended 'Con- 
gress had  a  right  to  dispose  of  that  territory  to 
wfaonuoerw  they  ^eased.  He  said  it  had  been 
admitted  by  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  this  quee- 
ttcffi,  that  free  negnm  and  mulattoes  were  compe- 
tent to  hold  real  estate  and  that  they  did  bold  it 
in  almost,  if  not  quite  every  State  in  the  Union. 
They  are  therefore  competent,  be  observed,  under 
the  admission  of  «U  parties,  to  purchase  such  estate 
from  the  United  States.  But  the  constituti<»i  of 
Missouri  declares,  "diat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
'  the  Legislature,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such 
<  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  jnevent  free  iM^|;roes 
'  and  molattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in 
'  that  State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoevo*."  A 
provision,  said  be,  whicb,  notwithetanding  their 
competency  to  purchase,  and  the  indisputaUe 
power  of  Congress  to  to  them,  cleatiy  asserts 
a  controlling  power  both  over  the  eights  of  these 
indiridnals,  and  the  paramount  authority  of  Con- 
gress. 
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Sir,  said  he,  erery  Congress  is  eijual,  aod  is 
th»nore  alike  possessed  of  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  tbonght 
expedient.  One  Congress  eannot  irrevocably  de- 
cUm  tbat  no  siri»e^uent  Conpeaa  shall  sell  any 
portim  of  the  poUie  domain  to  free  negroes  or 
mulauoes ;  the  attempt  to  do  so,  woald  oe  Tain 
and  nugatoiT.  If  Congres^  then^  cannot  do  this, 
can  they,  asced  Mr.  C,  confer  this  power  upon  a 
snbordinate  Legialatare?  Surely  not.  It  would 
be  making  the  ercature  greater  than  the  creator. 
And  yet  MisKniri  does  Tirtoally  declare,  by  prohib- 
iUng  their  emigration  thither,  that  hoealier  the 
'  United  States  shall  not  sell  any  of  the  puUic  do- 
maw  within  her  borders  to  persons  of  that  descrip- 
tion. In  doing  this  he  thought  Missouri  had  at- 
tempted more  than  Congress  could  do,  and,  he 
tfaoo^ht,  had  therefore  violated  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. But,  said  Mr.  C,  there  is  anotbn  view 
of  this  qnestion,  which  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
jvesent. 

The  gentleman  from  IMavaR(Mr.  McLame} 
had  eoatended  that  the  Ijegiilatnre  of  Missouri 
would  hare  this  power,  eren  if  their  ctmstitation 
did  iMt  expressly  confer  it.  These  people,  said 
that  KcntlnnaD,  are  not  citizens,  and  may  there- 
fore be  kept  oat  Now,  if,  because  they  are  not 
eitizois,  they  maj  be  kept  out,  with  e<)iul  reason 
at  least  may  Indians,  and  all  other  aliens  be  also 
kept  out.  And  yet,  said  he.  we  know  the  Gorem- 
ment  is  in  the  cmstant  hanit  of  ceding  to  the  In- 
dians portions  of  the  national  domain,  in  exchange 
for  portions  of  theirs.  If  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tlonan,  therefore,  proved  any  thing,  it  clrarly 
proved  too  much.  It  is  true,  said  Mr.  C,  that 
clause  of  the  constitution  does  not  give  the  Legis- 
lature this  ^eluding  power,  in  relation  to  Indians 
or  aliens,  hut  it  gives  a  power  which,  if  sanctioned, 
does  by  analogy  sanction  the  doctrine  of  that  gen- 
tleman ;  and,  fay  dmying  the  right  of  the  Legtsla- 
tnre  to  exercise  this  expnm  power^  we  necessarily 
deny  its  right  to  exmiK  the  implied. 

For  one,  Mr.  C.  would  be  extremely  ^lad  if  the 
State  bad  this  exelading  power  in  reution  to  In- 
dians. They  are  a  trouuesome  population,  and 
the  Slate  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent 
might  finally,  for  the  want  of  such  power,  find 
herself  aieumbered  by  the  settlement  of  additional 
tribes  within  her  borders ;  an  event  by  no  means 
deairabla 

While  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  Mr.  C. 
hoped  he  would  be  pardoned  for  a  moment^  di- 
gression from  the  qnestion  immediately  before  tbe 
House.  He  said  that  the  correctness  of  the  au- 
thority wbieh  the  treaty-making  power  had  been 
het^fore  emeisiag,  in  di^osing  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  by  cession  to  the  Indians,  he 
thought}  deserved  a  serious  examination.  He  bad 
been  impressed  with  the  idea,  that  the  express  dd- 
c«ation  of  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  to  Congress,  ought  to  exclude 
the  idea  of  the  existence  of  a  simi&r  power,  and 
particularly  hv  implication,  in  any  other  depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  He  said  it  was  true, 
that  the  unfixed  lines  of,  and  disputed  title  to,  any 
portion  (tf  territory, coold  only  be  settled  by  treaty; 
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and,  in  the  case  of  war,  where  the  cession  of  a 
portion  of  territory  was  made  a  sine  fua  ncn  to  the 
restoration  of  peace ;  this  being  a  case  of  -neces- 
sity, he  supposed  it  would  also  be  competent  for 
the  treaty-making  powa  to  make  the  demanded 
cession.  But,  when  the  indisputaUe  title  was 
rested  in  the  United  Smtes,  and  no  such  necessity 
existed,  he  thought  it  worthy  of  the  intifoundest 
inqniry  to  determine  what  were  the  limits  of  the 
treaty-making  power  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  C.  said,  there  was  another  view  of  that 
clause  of  the  Missonrt  constitutioUj  under  which 
it  seemed  still  more  obviously  in  violation  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  Congress,  he  said,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  general  power  which  it  possessed  to  dis- 
pose of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  military  services  of  per- 
sons, as  well  of  this  as  of  every  other  description, 
had  offered  them  a  land  bounty,  to  many  of  whom, 
and  embracing  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  patents 
had  already  been  issued  for  lands  in  Missouri.  He 
said  persons  of  this  description^  to  his  own  knowl- 
edge, had  purchased  land  in  Illinois,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  they  had  also  in  Missouri.  Whetha 
they  had  or  not,  however,  did  not  vaiv  the  case— 
the  [Hinciple  was  the  same.  In  the  soldier  as  well 
as  the  purchaser,  therefore,  he,  Mr.  C,  begged  leave 
to  say,  the  Government  of  tbe  United  States  vested 
a  fee  limple  estate  in  those  lands.  The  Govern- 
ment, he  said,  made  no  other  description  of  title. 
This  title  he  considered  to  consist  of  tne  possession, 
the  right  of  possession,  and  the  right  oi  property  j 
and  he  thought,  when  he  asserted  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  guarantied  all  these  features  of  the 
right  which  it  vested,  both  to  the  soldier  and  the 
purchaser,  that  no  honorable  member  would  haz- 
ard  a  controversion  of  that  assertion.  Under  this 
guarantee  he  considered  the  United  States  incom- 
petent, unless  for  puUie  purposes,  and  then  only 
by  paying  a  fair  eqoiralent  therefor,  to  deprive 
them  of  this  nropertyj  and  yet  Missouri,  a  suboT' 
dinate  Legiuatnre,  if  her  constitution  be  allowed 
to  operate,  does  virtually  take  it  away,  without 
paying  any  equivalent  whatever ;  for,  if  a  per- 
son be  not  allowed  to  enjoy  the  possession  or  his 
property,  he  is  virtually  deprived  of  it. 

But,  said  he,  the  United  States  are  bound  both 
to  the  soldier  and  the  purchaser  t|  protect  him  in 
the  eojoj'ment  of  his  property;  it  constitaites,  by 
every  principle  of  law  and  reason,  a  part  of  the 
original  contract.  The  Government,  for  this  ob- 
lintion,  has  received  a  full  consideration,  and  yet 
Missouri,  in  direct  violation  of  that  provision  of 
the  Federal  Constitution  which  forbids  any  State 
to  pass  any  "  ex  post  fiicto  kw,  or  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts"  has  virtually  provided 
that  those  contracts  which  have  been  eompletea 
by  the  emanation  of  patents  shall,  tnr  the  ex  post 
facto  operation  of  her  eonstitation,  oe  annufied, 
and  the  fo>ce  of  the  contract  be  Whrnl^r  impaired ; 
and  by  its  prospective  operation  as  virtuallv  im- 
pairs the  obligation  of  those  oontracts,  which  are 
yet  executory  for  the  want  of  patmts. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had,  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, whoi  discussing  the  question  of  restriction, 
stated  that  new  States,  when  admitted  into  the 
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UiiioD^  coQld  Dot,  under  hu  view  of  the  subject, 
come  in,  and  be  apoo  an  equal  footing,  in  their 
daoKstic  aspect,  wilb  the  original  States.  He 
then  attempted  to  prove  it,  by  showing  that  a  prop- 
ositioD  was  made  in  the  Federal  CoQTeotion  to 
ingrafi  this  provision  into  the  Constitution :  "  That 
new  States,  when  admitted  into  this  Union,  shall 
be  upon  an  equal  footing  with  tbe  original  States." 
This  provision,  said  Mr.  C,  nariljr  fat  the  reasons 
which  he  then  urged,  as  well  as  for  many  others 
equally  cogent,  was  rejected.  One  other  of  these 
zeasons  now  presented  itself,  and  was  indeed  the 
basis  upon  which  all  others  rested.  It  was  that, 
the  full  operation  of  which,  he  had  endeavored  to 
show  the  Missouri  constitution  attempted  to  arrest. 
It  was,  that  the  Federal  Government  bad  sover* 
eign  authority  over  the  public  soil  within  the  con- 
fines of  such  new  States.  The  old  States  were 
lords  of  their  own  soil,  the  new  are  not  In  the 
domestic  aspect,  therefore,  the  old  and  new  Slates 
are  not,  nor  can  they  be,  upon  an  equal  footing. 
In  their  federal  ssoect,  however,  he  admitted  their 
perfect  equality}  lie  meant  in  the  enjoyment  of 
liriits  exclusively  federal- 
Mr.  C.  said  it  would  at  once  be  sran  that  the 
force  of  hia  objection  did  not  connect  itself  with 
the  great  question  of  citizenship,  but  was  an  objec- 
tion lookmg  to  other  clauses  oi  the  Constitution. 
That  those  clauses  were  impugned  by  the  clause 
io  the  Missouri  constitution  to  which  be  had  re- 
fnred,  was  apparent  at  least  to  his  mind,  and  he 
could  not  therefore  vote  for  the  resolution  now  un- 
der consideration. 

But,  he  said,  it  had  been  proposed  to  refer  this 
question  to  the  Judiciary.  The  prt^riety  of  that 
mposition  he  should  not  attempt  to  discuss. 

He,  however,  eonsideied  it  a  qnestioa  giowing 
out  of  the  exercise  of  a  power  vested  exclusively 
in  Congress — the  power  to  admit  new  States ;  and 
was  therefore  a  question  which  he  thought  Con- 
gress bound  to  determine.  He  was  not  over  anx- 
ious to  assume  responsibility,  but  he  certainly  felt 
nodi^Msition  to  shrink  from  that  which  het^Migfat 
properly  devolved  upon  him. 

M^  C.  again  reputed,  that  his  feeiiugs  were  in 
favor  of  admission;  that  both  personal  and  politi- 
cal reasons  combined  to  render  It  a  desirable  event; 
and  were  it  ctmsistoit  wiih  his  sense  of  the  duty 
which  he  owed  to  the  country  and  the  Constitu- 
tion to  give  such  a  vote  upon  the  resolution  under 
consideration,  he  was  sure  no  member  on  that  floor 
would  do  it  with  more  pleasure.  But,  while  he 
considered  the  Constitution  the  rock  npjon  which 
our  temple  of  liberty  mast  stand,  and  having  sworn 
to  support  it,  he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  forego 
all  sudi  considerations,  and  defend  it  against  in- 
fringement. Sir,  said  he,  if  we  ever  soBer  our 
individual  feelings  and  wishes  to  enter  into  our 
ddiberations  and  discussions,  so  far  as  to  govern 
our  public  mnduct,  those  feelings  and  wishes,  like 
the  imperceptible  rising  of  the  tide,  will  5nally 
overrun  every  principli  of  the  Constitution,  and 
we  shall  ultimately  find  ourselvex  floating  at 
large  upon  the  open  sea  of  uncertainty,  without  a 
«i^le  landmark  to  guide  us. 

The  mmnentary  mconvcnience  even  of  the  nar 


tion,  and  much  less  of  a  small  portion  of  it  only, 
should  not  sanction  tbe  least  possible  violation  w 
ibat  instrument.  The  progress  of  despotism  npoD 
liberty^  he  said,  was  gradual,  it  kept  pace  with  the 
Iws  ia  public  morals.  It  would  be  so  with  en- 
croachments upon  the  Constitution ;  they  would 
be  so  gradual  as.hudly  to  be  seen  or  felt,  until  it 
was  pared  down  to  a  state  of  inefficiency  inade- 
quate to  the  purposes  of  its  adoption ;  and  then, 
and  not  till  then,  would  tbe  Government  be  di^ 
solved.  The  line  between  tbe  Federal  and  State 
Qovemraents  should  be  fixed,  and  encroachments 
upon  either  should  be  resisteu  in  the  bud.  How- 
ever anxious,  therefore,  he  might  be  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  he  could  not,  for  one,  consent  to 
receive  her  with  this  clause  in  her  constitution. 

When  Mr.  CooK  had  concluded,  Mr.  Lowhdss, 
of  South  Carolina,  addressed  the  Chair  in  sub- 
stance as  follows : 

Mr.  LowNiwe  began  Inr  saying  that  he  did  not 
remonber  having  evo-  before  iiddressed  the  House 
twice  on  the  same  proposition.  It  was  perhaps 
his  duty,  as  chairman  of  the  conmittee  which  had 
reported  ihe  resoluti(m  upon  the  table,  to  rqdy  to 
the  objections  which  had  been  made  to  their  re- 
port. But  he  had  another,  though  a  personal,  mo- 
tive.  The  eentleman  from  Pennsylvania  ^Mr. 
Sehqsant)  had  peremptorily  denied  facts  of  which 
he  had  given  the  proof  at  the  same  time  with  tbe 
assertion ;  he  had  forgotten,  and  in  consequence 
misquoted^  the  words  of  tbe  resolution  reported  by 
the  committee  to  which  they  both  belonged,  ana 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  bis  speech  had, 
with  few  exceptions,  eluded  every  argument  which 
he  professed  to  answer. 

The  question  on  which  they  diflered  most  esara- 
tialtjr  was  that  which  reganwd  tbe  effect  and  ob- 
ligation of  that  law  of  the  last  session,  by  which 
the  people  of  Missouri  were  authorized  to  ftma  for 
themselves  a  constitution  and  State  govemswnt; 
Mr.  L.  believed  that  under  this  law  it  was  not 
left  to  our  discr^ion  to  determine  whether  she 
should  become  a  member  of  the  Ccmfedoaoy,  but 
that  upon  her  accepting  the  terms  which  were 
proposed  in  it,  upon  her  engaging  to  fulfil  tbe  du- 
ties of  a  State,  she  bad  acquired  its  rights,  and 
that  Confess  had  become  bound  to  take  every 
measure  which  might  be  necessBTy  for  th^  r»> 
cognition  and  exercise. 

The  gentleman  from'Pennsylvania  bad  met  one 
of  tbe  principles  on  which  this  proposition  might 
be  supposed  to  depend.  He  had  denied  that  Con- 
gress had  power  to  pass  an  act  for  the  admission 
of  a  State,  which  should  Uke  cfiect  from  a  future 
day. 

The  Constitution  gives  to  Coagress  the  power 
to  admit  States  in  tbe  broadest  terms.   The  hig^ 

privileges  which  it  is  authorized  to  impart  may 
commence  instantly,  and  extend  through  all  fu- 
ture time.  When  the  convenience  of  a  Territory 
required  that  it  should  become  a  member  of  tbe 
Union  at  a  future  day,  what  principle  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  opposed  to  this  prospective  admis- 
sion ?  Congress  may  raise  armies.  Has  any  man 
ever  suspected  that  tnis  power  could  not  be  execu- 
ted by  giving  a  pro^ieetiTe  and  even  a,  coniiagent 
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antfaoctiy?  Coopem  mmj  l»y  taxes.  Mn  Aejr 
maH  be  hmited  to  take  dGeet  eooie  ttnae  alter  the 
nuage  of  the  law  7  Coagreai  majr  coiutitDte  ia- 
ferioi  courts.  Would  aaeh  an  aet  be  void,  be- 
cause its  operatioD  was  to  eommenee  from  a  fu- 
ture  day  7  Void  beoailse  it  was  not  ineoDreiiieDt 
•nd  abaord  ?  Run  your  eye  along  the  whole  list 
of  powers  which  are  given  to  the  Federal  Legi*- 
Jature,  aod  you  will  nod  no  cotutcnanoe  for  the 
doctrine  which  would  require  that  at  the  very  mo- 
Bient  when  their  will  is  pronouaced,  the  olyeet 
which  they  are  onpowcrea  to  effect,  nkonld  be  ia- 
aMoriy  executed.  The  power  of  making  treaties, 
too,  utbough  given  to  another  dqiository,  is  aup- 
pc»ed  to  be  pursued,  althoutj^i  the  coDtention  with 
ft  fot^n  Btate  mav  take  dnet  from  a  ittton  day- 
There  IS  nothing  plBusiUe  in  the  aasnliaa  whim 
denies  to  Coagcess  the  power  of  admitting  States, 
by  an  aet  which  shall  not  go  into  operation  for 
some  time  afier  its  passage.  The  House  would 
•ee  in  his  subaequeat  observations  the  importaaee 
of  deteroaining  whether  Congress  had  ine  Ctat- 
stitntional  right  of  admitting  States  by  a  prospec- 
tive Uw.  Ete  need  not  say  that  this  question  of 
rigbt  was  distinct  from  that  of  expedioicy. 

Mr.  L.  conceived  this  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the 
£tieads  of  the  resolutioo,  that  when  any  people, 
subject  to  the  authority  of  the  United  Statca,  from 
the  ext«it  erf"  their  territory,  their  numbers,  the 
habits  and  character  of  their  society,  stem  capable 
of  sdf-fOTernmeut,  the  control  which  Congress 
bad  remved  over  their  appointments  and  wws 
s^l  be  withdrawn ;  they  snail  be  authw^ed  to 
taaa.  and  admimstet  their  own  constitution,  and 
shall  participate  as  an  equal  mcnber  <tf  the  Uiuon, 
m  alt  its  [Nrivili^  and  powops.  It  is  an  aet  of 
emaneipaiioo.  But  the  restraints  as  well  as  the 
advantages  of  the  Federal  Coostitntion  are  ex- 
tended to  them.  Wlrat  security,  it  is  asked,  do 
you  take,  that  these  restraints  wiU  be  submUted  to  1 
We  trust  the  people  with  their  own  eonMitution. 
We  believe  that  Missouri,  as  we  believe  that  Mw- 
sachueetts  and  New  York,  will  reflect  the  obUga- 
tioa  which  the  iMeral  compact  imposes,  and  if 
they  shall  inadvertmtly  transgress  its  limitations, 
that  they  will  submit  to  the  judicial  authority, 
which  e^Mcmds  and  enforces  alike  their  rights 
and  duties.  It  is  on  this  principle  tluit  we  uve 
hitherto  acted  in  the  admisnon  of  new  States.  It 
is  the  doctrine  of  the  Coiuthulion,  and  Mr.  L.  be- 
lieved the  only  RqwUiean  doctrine.  He  trusted 
that  the  House  would  distiagnish  between  mspi- 
flioft  sad  wisdom.  The  enemiGS  of  resolution 
-idJow  that  the  moranit  a&er  the  Senators  and 
R^veaontatires  firom  Mweouri  shall  have  been 
Mimitted  to  take  their  seats,  the  conatitntion  of 
-lilssoari  may  be  altated,  and  that  Coagresa  will 
have  no  Ijowcr  to  prevent  it.  What  is  the  value 
«f  a  seoH-ity  which  lasts  but  for  a  month  1  If  Uk 
&st  constitution  of  a  new  State  must  not  contain 
«ren  a  dwibtful  [vovision,  under  penalty  of  dis- 
franchisemesit,  while  succeeding  forms  of  Qovern- 
meat.  though  they  may  be  changed  annually,  will 
be  saK  from  examiaation,  the  eonaequenee  is  plais. 
Bvery  new  State  will  frame  a  constitution  for 
Ibis  nview  of  inspectiwk,  suoh  as  shall  omiaia  no 


clanae  to  which  Ooagrese  can  object,  and  the 
adoption  of  those  pnwiaitns,  wfakih  are  lut—ded 
practically  to  direcrt  the  operations  of  the  Qovett- 
mcat,  will  be  pos^oocd  until  oar  declaration  tbat 
the  State  is  admitted  shall  enable  it  to  form  a 
dxtstitation  without  interferenoe.  Mr.  L.  nid 
that  the  first  ctfostilutioa  would  be  veiy  short  and 
plain ;  it  woold  eertainty  contain  no  oniensiva  fear- 
ture,  and  hardy  any  featore  at  all ;  it  ought  pro- 
vide in  three  linee  that  thae  shoold  be  an  Execti- 
tiv«,  a  LegtshUn-e,  a  Judiciary,  and  that  these 
ahould  be  elected  by  the  peoi^.  A  eommUtee  of 
ihsB  House  would  repast  that  they  could  find  no^ 
ing  in  the  constitution  to  ^jeet  to,  aad  tbe  gen- 
tleman fton  Pnusylvasia  wonld  applaud  uaa 
prudence  in  taking  care  not  to  extend  the  privi- 
leges of  arif-gorerameat  to  any  portion  of  thepeo- 
ide  of  this  eoutry,  until  th^  md  givan  bond  for 
their  good  bdwyioltf. 

In  public  orprivate  life^  he  who  parts  with  power 
or  propettf,  shows  no  wudom  m  intending  still 
to  regulate  its  disposition.  It  u  prudent,  as  well 
aa  goserous,  to  treat  those  who  axe  about  to  be- 
come members  of  the  Federal  Uniro,  with  a  frank 
end  liberal  eotdldence.  Nothi^  can  be  more  re- 
pugnant to  the  spirit  of  our  inatitations.  or  the 
practica  of  our  OovenAuent,  than  a  churlish  and 
rchsetant  admisaioa,  which  exacts  security  that  it 
knows  to  be  ineffectual,  and  employs  the  last  mo- 
ment of  authority  in  prodaimmg  that  it  would 
wiUiogly  exert  the  power  which  it  has  engaged  to 
abdicate.  But  he  had  gone  a  litde  furuer  into 
this  subject,  (Mr.  Lowiiras  said)  than  he  had  in- 
tended at  this  time.  He  thought  that  the  House 
moat  admit,  and  as  yet  he  contended  fornotfaing 
mOTe—that  Congress  hoa,  under  the  Oauttotkn^ 
a  rwht  to  admit  States  bf  a  Tmwpeetive  law. 

The  gentleUMB  from  Fennaylrania  (Mr.  Snt* 
oBAifT)  had  said,  peremptorily,  that  ^Ooi^teaa 
has  never  admitted  a  State  by  anticipation."  Ut. 
L.  observed,  that  when  he  had  first  spoken  in  sup- 
port of  the  resoioiion  before  the  Conunittee  of  the 
Wh(de,  as  he  could  not  exactly  know  the  eharao- 
ter  of  the  objections  which  would  be  opposed  to  it, 
he  bad  endeavored  rather  to  develope  priaoiples, 
than  to  apply  them ;  and  had  referred  to  the  evi- 
dence, by  which  material  focta  were  estaUiahed, 
without  quoting,  or  even  fully  atathig  them.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  found  it  eaay 
to  elude  his  principles,  and  to  deny  his  facts. 

T  he  acts  by  which  Congress  had  admitted  Statei^ 
prospectivdy,  were  material  to  a  just  decision  of 
the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Lowmdss  nkmi  to  them, 
with  a  higher  view  than  that  of  pAnriag  the  MOr 
tteman  from  Pennsylvania  to  be  wrong.  The 
Houae  must  bear  with  him  while  on  tfan  argv- 
ment  he  found  it  necessary  to  quote  the  words  of 
laws  to  which  he  had  before  renerred. 

The  act  admitting  E«tacky  into  the  Union, 
(Lom»  of  A0  V.  a,  vol.  S,  p.  122,)  in  ila first  section, 
enacts  and  decbirea,  that  the  district  of  Kentucky 
sball,  upon  the  flnt  day  of  June,  179S,  be  formed 
into  a  new  State,  and  its  aecond  metion  fa  in 
these  words:  "  And  be  it  further  enaeted  and  de- 
'  Glared,  that  upon  the  aforesaid  fim  day  of  ^tine, 
*  179a,  the  said  new  State,  by  the  name  aad  style  of 
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*  the  State  of  Kentucky,  shall  be  received  and  ad- 

*  mitted  into  the  Union,  as  a  new  and  entire  mem- 
'  ber  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  "  The  act 
w^s  passed  on  the  4tfa  Febrnary,  1791.  Coogress 
was  not  erea  in  sesuon  in  Jtin^  1792.  Kentucky 
was  adtoitted  withont  any  further  act  br  Con- 
gress, in  Tirtae  of  the  law  of  1791 ;  and  this  law 
oi  prospectire  admission  has  given  her  all  the 
Tights  of  a  State,  or  she  has  them  not  now. 

So  in  respect  to  Vermont,  a  Uw  passed  on  ttie 
18th  of  February,  1791,  enacts  and  declares,  that, 
on  the  4th  day  of  Bfarch,  1791,  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont shall  be  receired  and  admitted  into  this 
UoioD  as  a  new  and  entire  member  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  Vermont  is  not  now  a  State 
mless  this  be  an  act  of  admission. 

In  these  two  instances  of  the  admission  of  new 
States,  (the  first  which  occurred  under  the  Consti- 
tution,) the  words  "shall  be  receired  and  admitted" 
must  be  confessed  to  imply  the  perfect  acquisition 
of  the  rights  and  duties  m  members  of  the  Confed- 
cncy,  at  the  time  designated  in  the  act.  They 
looked  to  no  further  agency  or  confinnation  of 
CmigTCBS.  The  words  an  oied  aa  aynonymous 
viA  "shall  beoome;"  and  the  two  States  by  vir- 
tn  of  acts  which  declare  that  "  they  shall  be  ad- 
mitted" on  days  on  which  Congress  did  not  sit,  and 
eoold  not  act,  actually  became  States  of  the  Ameri- 
can Union  on  those  days. 

It  is  in  defiance  of  these  examples,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  PennsyWania  tells  as  that  "a  State 
has  never  been  admitted  by  anticipation." 

Mr.  L.  said  that,  before  he  examined  the  exam- 
ple of  Ohio,  he  must  notice  an  observation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  which  seemed 
calculated  to  throw  rather  a  ludicrous  air  upon  any 
argument  which  might  be  employed  to  prove  that 
Missouri  is  a  Slate  of  right.  If,  indeed,  she  be  a 
Stale,  what  are  vre  doing ;  about  what  are  we  de- 
liberatioff ;  why  (asb  a  reaolution  if  she  be  a  State 
wiUmatit? 

Toanswer  a  merely  verbal  argument,  it  lb  oaoiuh 
to  eiplain  the  words  ai  a  pcopositiim*  Mr.  L.  M- 
tiered  that,  tuuler  the  law  of  the  laat  session  with- 
out any  act  upon  our  part,  Missouri  had  a  right  to 
form  a  State  government,  and  to  administer  it ;  to 
eleet  her  Senators  and  Rt^reaentative  to  Congress, 
and  that  her  Smators  and  Representative  had  a 
right  to  seats  in  this  and  the  other  House.  He 
should  consider  these  propositions,  at  first,  without 
i^erence  to  the  supposed  repugnance  between  the 
oonstituttons  of  Missouri  ano  oi  the  United  States, 
or  to  the  proviso  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  qcL 
But  he  had  not  forgotten  the  proviso,  and  gentle- 
men misht  be  very  sure  that  Be  would  not  evade 
its  consideration. 

He  asked  of  the  House  that  it  would  apply  the 
objections  of  the  gentlonan  from  Pennsylvania 
to  the  propositions  which  he  had  stated.  He  would 
try  than  only  upon  the  last,  ibr  he  was  really  sorry 
that  this  style  of  argument  should  be  introdnoed 
.into  the  public  councils.  It  seemed,  accordi^  to 
diis  objection,  that,  if  the  Representative  and  Sen- 
ators bad  a  right  to  their  seats,  there  was  some- 
thing absurd  in  our  deliberating  whether  they  bad 
the  right  or  not.  Does  not  tat  gentleman  from 
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Pennsylvania  know  that  the  clearest  rights  may 
be  disputed  and  denied  ?  Is  it,  then,  absurd  to  pro- 
pose that  these  rights  shall  be  recognised,  and  their 
exercise  be  allowed  1  If  Missouri  be  a  State  al- 
ready, it  is  True  Umt  we  cannot  proceed  to  make 
her  so  i  hat  may  we  not  declare  ner  to  be  soclt— 
may  we  not  treat  her  as  such  7  Mr.  L.  said  he  had 
not  attempted  to  enter  into  the  inquiry,  what  fwrns 
of  reet^ition  were  necessary  (or  whether  any 
were)  to  extend  to  a  new  State,  m  our  courts  and 
elsewhere,  all  the  privileges  of  its  condition.  If 
any  form  of  recognition  be  necessary  for  the  prae- 
ticiil  ei]^oyment  of  these  adnntues,  the  State  haa 
a  right  to  claim  that  this  form  of  reci^ition  shall 
be  employed. 

Among  individuals  those  rights  only  may  be 
considers  as  perfect,  which  can  be  maintained  in 
a  court  of  justice.  Claims  upon  the  United  States^ 
whether  political  or  pecuniary,  are  not  susceptible 
of  this  legal  distincticm.  Against  them  there  can 
be  no  right  more  perfect  than  that  which  is  founded 
upon  a  compact  proposed  by  them  as  the  one  party, 
and  formally  accepted  by  the  other- 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  had  done  the  gentleman 
from  PennaylTania  some  injustice.  His  argument 
was  a  little  more  |daasible  than  he  had  represented 
it  to  be.  He  construed  the  resolution  wfore  the 
House  as  if  it  contained  the  words  Missouri  "  is 
hereby  admitted,"  and  then  reasoned  in  very  logi- 
cal form,  that,  if  she  were  admitted  by  the  resoui- 
tion,  she  could  not  have  been  admitted  before  it. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that,  when  he  had  heard  this  criti- 
cism, he  had  sopposed  that  he  should  be  obliged 
frankly  to  allow  that  he  bad  drawn  the  resolution 
very  carelessly,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (a  member  of  the  committee  which  re- 
ported it,)  by  prudently  withholding  this  objection 
to  its  form,  had  secured  every  fair  advanta^  in 
attacking  it  For  once,  however,  be  had  found 
himself  too  ready  to  admit  an  error.  The  resolu- 
ti«i  pronounces  that  MisBOari  is  hereby— 4iot  ad- 
mitted-~but  declared  to  be  admitted ;  and  the  gen- 
lieman  from  PeinsylTania,  to  adapt  his  ar^ment 
to  the  fact,  must  eonvinee  the  House  that  it  is  ab- 
surd, when  a  State  has  beccHXie  one  of  the  United 
States,  to  declare  that  she  is  so. 

After  all.  however,  the  important  questions  were 
those  whicn  regarded  not  the  words  of  the  resolu- 
tion, (which  it  was  as  easy  to  amend  as  to  criti- 
cise,) but  the  rights  of  Missouri.  He  thought  that 
these  rights  would  be  strongly  illustrated^  by  ex- 
amining the  admission  of  Ohio  into  the  Union. 

In  her  case,  as  in  those  of  Vermont  and  Ken- 
tucky, the  act  was  one  of  prospective  admission ; 
to  taVe  effect,  however,  not  at  a  fixed  time,  but 
upon  the  occurrnice  of  a  particular  contingency. 
To  the  admission  of  a  State,  the  consent  of  two 
parties  (of  Conness  and  at  the  Slat<  ilsdf)  is- 
necessary.  In  Uie  cases  of  Vermont  and  Ken- 
tucky, the  consent  of  the  State  had  been  expressed 
before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress.  The 
admission,  therefore,  by  the  act,  was  absdnti^ 
though  prospective.  In  the  case  of  Ohio,  and  of 
aU  the  territories  which  have  since  become  States, 
the  act  of  Congress  has  been  passed  before  the 
consent  of  the  Smt^  or  of  the  peoflt  in  eenveo^ 
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ticHi.  has  been  obtained ;  and  the  admission  by  Uie 
act  mas  been  not  prospectire  only,  but  contingent. 
He  would  proceed  to  show  by  the  conduct  of 
CoDgrcss,  and  its  language,  upon  what  contin- 
gency it  depended,  that  the  State  should  become 
one  of  the  United  States. 

He  submitted  to  the  House  that  where  a  form 
of  words  had  been  used  hy  Congress,  and  these 
wwds  have  been  the  subject  oiJegislatiTe  con- 
stnietioo,  whete  the  same  words  and  the  same 
eonstrnetion  has  been  employed  at  BuceessiTe  ses- 
sions, the  Congress- whien  continues  to  use  the 
same  language,  designs  to  authorize  the  same  con- 
struction. He  did  not  employ  the  authority  of  a  ; 
subsequent  Congress  todetenoinewhatwas  meant : 
by  an  earlier  one ;  but  he  insisted  that  when  Con- 
gress, at  its  last  session,  used  the  words  of  the  act 
for  authorizing  the  people  of  Ohio  to  form  a  State 
gOTemment,  and  applied  them  to  Missouri,  they 
intended  that  the  new  law  should  be  interpreted 
as  the  old  one  had  been.  This  was  only  to  say  of 
sentences  as  of  words,  that  their  meaning  mtiatbe 
determined  by  their  use. 

Mr.  L.  read  the  first  section  of  the  act  for  the 
admission  of  Ohio  into  the  Union,  which  he  said 
was  ia  the  same  words  (as  far  as  its  application  to 
a  difierent  territory  permitted)  with  that  passed  at 
the  last. session,  ibr  the  admission  of  Missouri. 
"  Be  it  eweted,  &c.,  That  the  inhabitaats  of  the 
'  Qistem  dirisioii  of  the  territcny  nordiwest  of  the 
'  rim  Chits  nereby,  authorized 

'  to  form  for  tbemselres  a  constitution  and  State 
'  0OT»ttment,  and  to  assume  such  name  as  they 
'snail  deem  proper;  and  the  said  State,  when 
'  formed,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  upon 

*  the  same  footing  with  the  original  Slates,  in  all 
'  respects  whatever."  (Laws  of  the  U.  S.  3d  vol. 
496.)  What  was  the  construction  put  upon  this 
law  ?  He  would  read  it  in  an  act  of  the  same 
Tolome.   It  is  found  in  the  preamble  to  the  act 

to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  Stato,  within  the  State  of  Ohio," 
loL  3,  p.  524,  which  recites  that  "the  people  of 

*  die  eastern  division  of  the  torritory  northwest  of 
'  the  rirer  Ohio,  did,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
'  Norember,  one  ^oosand  eight  hundred  and  two, 
'  focin  for  theniselres  a  constitiUion  and  State 

*  goTenunent,  and  did  gire  to  the  said  State  the 
'  name  of  the  State  or  Ohio,  whereby  the  said 
<  Sute  has  become  one  of  the  United  States." 

We  hare  then  the  solemn  decision  of  Congress 
that  Ohio,  by  forming  its  constitotion,  became  one 
of  the  United  States,  without  any  further  act  by 
the  legiriatire  body.  Congress  accordingly  pro- 
ceeded to  , execute  the  agreement,  which,  having 
beea  proposed  by  one  party,  and  adopted  by  the 
other,  had  become  obligatory  on  both.  It  was 
with  these  acts  on  our  tables  that  we  passed  the 
law  of  the  last  session.  It  was  in  the  same  words 
that  we  authorized  Missouri  "  to  form  a  State 
gorernment."  She  has  formed  it,  and  thereby 
"has  beeomeone  of  the  United  States."  Suchis 
the  language  of  the  statute  book. 

The  same  form  of  words  has  beea  idways  since 
employed,  in  regard  to  the  territories  which  hare 
■oceessirely  become  States,  with  the  exceptMu  of 
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Louisiana,  whose  situation  was  supposed  to  be 
pecuKar.  The  officers,  judicial  and  executive,  of 
the  United  States,  have  been  superseded,  in  all  of 
these  instances,  by  those  of  the  new  State,  and 
electitMis  have  been  held  for  members  of  Congreasy 
without  waiting  for  any  further  act  of  the  ^ne- 
ral  Government.  This,  which  Congress  knew  to 
have  been  done  in  every  former  instance,  they 
must  have  intended  shotild  be  done  in  this.  But, 
it  may  be  said,  that  occurrences  in  a  remote  terri- 
tory may  have  passed  miobaerTed,  or  that  the  fiiet 
of  every  ofl&cer  of  the  United  States  being  xe- 
moved.  and  the  independent  government  of  a 
State  being  established  and  administCTed  befnv 
its  new  constitotion  was  submitted  to  ezamiut* 
tion,  was  rather  acquiesced  in  than  approved. 
Even  this  distinction  cannot  be  siMtained,witliot[t 
inconsistency,  bv  the  opponents  of  the  resolution* 
They  say  that  the  constitutions  of  all  these  Stales 
have  been  examined  and  approved  by  Congress. 
Now,  there  is  in  all  of  them  an  article  which  fixes 
the  period  at  which  the  operations  of  the  new 
State  government  shall  commence,  and  the  fetec- 
tiott  of  members  of  Congress  take  place,  and  this 
period  was  in  all  of  them  earlier  than  the  sessions 
of  Congress  which  occurred  af^  those  constitu- 
tions vrere  formed.  Thus,  Alabama,  (for  he  would 
not  fatigue  the  House  by  more  remote  examples) 
was  authorized  to  form  a  State  government  in 
1819,  in  the  same  words  as  Missouri  was  in  18S0. 
The  constitution  of  Alabama  was  formed  in  luly, 
1819.  and  by  what  is  called  its  schedule  superse- 
ded from  its  date  all  that  authority  over  the  State 
which  the  General  Government  had  bdbre  pos- 
sessed over  the  Territory  of  Alabama— directed 
that  all  criminal  actions  should  be  prosecuted  in 
the  name  of  the  State,  and  provided  that,  on  the 
third  Monday  of  Septemtxr,  1819,  a  new  Gover- 
nor, members  of  Assembly,  and  a  Representative 
to  Congress,  should  be  elected.  In  short,  it  pro- 
vided that,  without  any  further  act  by  Congress, 
Alabama  should  cease  to  be  a  Territory,  and  be- 
come a  State.  This  was  the  construction  of  the 
act  to  authorize  Alabama  to  form  a  State  govern- 
ment, which  her  convention  had  given  and  acted 
OB ;  and^  if  Confess  had,  indeed,  examined  her 
eoiMtitation,  this  was  the  otmstmctitm  which  Ctm- 
gress  has  sanctioned.  It  was  at  the  same  session 
that  they  gave  to  Missouri  the  same  right  to  fona 
a  State  government  which  had  b^ore  oeen  given 
to  Alabama,  and  in  the  same  words.  They  in- 
tended then  that  Missouri,  like  Alabama,  should 
form  and  administer  her  State  government,  and 
elect  her  members  of  Congress,  without  waiting 
for  the  recognition  of  the  General  Government. 

That  he  might  not  be  suspected  of  avoidmg  the 
consideration  of  an  example  which  might  be  sup- 
posed to  discountenance  his  views,  he  would  ad- 
vert for  a  moment  to  the  case  of  Louisiana.  In 
authorizing  every  other  territory  to  form  a  State 
government  Congress  had  adopted  the  form  and 
the  words  oi  the  act  which  he  had  quoted  in  the 
ease  of  Ohio.  But,  in  respect  to  Ltmisialla,  they 
authorized  the  convention  to  fturm  a  constitution ; 
but  provided  that,  if  the  constitution  were  not  d^ 
approved  by  Congress,  she  shoidd  be  admitted  as 
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■a  State.  It.  was  doubted  whethn  the  large  pro- 
nortioD  of  the  inhabitaDts  of  Louisiana,  bora  and 
bred  under  an  aHntraiy  goTemment,  would  uuder- 
stand  or  prder  that  form- of  civil  polity  withont 
wiiioh  it  would  be  udwik  to  make  her  a  State. 
He-  had  alreMljr  ezprsBaed  the  oiimiOM,  that  the 
iimnation  of  a  Noriaional  constitmiaii,  lot  the 
^myuatnn  of  Coogrets,  was  a  nugatory  and 
frUaeioOB  seenritf  iot  tia  (atm  nod  befaa<riovr 
of  any  people ;  but  he  had  never  aenied  that  Con- 
groB  had  power  to  make  the  of  a  territory 

pass  through  ihis  exercise.  In  reqieet  to  Lonie- 
lana,  they  cheee  to  exert  it,  and  provided  that ''in 
'  oate  the  cmvention  should  declare  its  assent  in 
'  behalf  of  the  people,  to  the  adoption  of  the  Oon- 
'  stitalion  of  the  United  States,  and  should  form 
'  a  eonstitution  and  State  govnmnent,"  and  "if 

*  the  flame  should  not  be  dtsapproved  by  Concress 

*  at  their  next  session,  the  said  State  shoiwi  be 
'  adnitted  into  the  Union  iipon  the  same  footing 
'  Wi^  the  original  Stata."  By  this  act  Louisiana 
was  to  be  admitted  mto  the  Union  if  her  consti- 
tatitHi  was  approved,  and  after  it  was  appcored. 
He  Ctaely  conceded  that  Congteas  poasened  the 
4ieeMtioDary  power  of  determining-  whether  the 
BtMe  should  be  adnritted  witii  the  ooBstitntion 
whieh  she  proposed  for  approbatioD-— they  poa- 
SMMod,  because  they  had  reserved  it.  Ooagrcss 
had  before  them,  at  their  -last  session,  tlie  exam- 
ptas  of  Ohio  and  Loniataaa.  In  the  Arat  example, 
Aiaet  had  passed  under  which  the  Territory  was 
aMhorized  to  fenn  a  constitntioB  and  State  gov- 
tnaaimt,  "  whereby  she  became  a  Slate."  Id  the 
oUier,  the  author^  was  silbEtantiaily  to  proposea 
eonstitutiMif  on  ue  approbation  of  which,  by 
■COfl^nss,  she  was  to  become  a  State.  In  choosing 
between  these  eumfdes,  Oongress,  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, adopted  the  form  which  had  been  emabyed 
ia  rei|ieot  to  Ohio ;  and  tiiegentteman  frcnn  Fenn- 
ariTania  vms  oUiged  to  contend,  not  meidy  that 
lae  akive  in  respect  to  Bfissmurz  shoidd'  be  eon- 
itmed  di&rently  fron  ^ea  idehtietil  clansa  in  re- 

rt  to  OUo{  1)Dt  that  It  shoold  be  coast raed  in 
same  ;ivay  with  an  mtirdy  di£fefent  elanae, 
whkh  had  been  adopted  for  pecnliar  reasons  in 
the  ease  of  Louisiana,  wfaieh  Congress  had  pur- 
Madly  omitted  in  every  other  case,  and  whieh  they 
nd  oirecUy  rejected  at  the  last  session,  when  it 
was  moved  by  a  metnba  from  New  York.  A^ist 
sueh  interpretetions  there  could  be  no  safety. 

He  had  proved  these  two  propositions,  that  Mm- 
sonri  had  a  right  to  form  and  administer  its  gov- 
ernraeat.  and  a  right  to  elect  its  members  of  Con- 
frees.  It  would  seem  to  follow  that  tiie  members 
whom  she  elected  would  be  entitled  to  take  their 
scats.  The  Federal  Constitution  gives  to  a  State, 
and  only  tt>  a  Slate,  the  right  to  elect  Senators 
and  Representatives.  Whatever  commnaity  is 
proved  to  be  a  State  of  the  Unioit,  must  have  a 
right  to  dect  RepMscMalinB  to  Ooi^ress,  and  it 
•aeems  equally  «l«u  that  the  cMmiunitr  vrtiioh 
has  a  right  to  «leot  RepreBentativea  to  Congress, 
must  be  a  Stale  of  the  Union.  Bat  ^  snne  eoa- 
ehision  was  supported  bjr  another  View. 

He  conenrrea  in  opiniM  with  those  ffeiitlemen 
whathonght  that  it  was- never  inthnded,  by  Cw- 
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gress,  to  give  to  Missouri  the  power  of  becoming 
an  iodepQadent  community.  They  meant,  by  the 
act  of  the  last  session,  to  consolidate  the  cmpircu 
aad  not  contract  it.  He  had  proved  that  we  bad 
authorized  the  establishment  of  a  State  govern- 
ment in  Missouri,  over  whieh  we  had  reserved  no 
control;  he  supposed  Aat  it  was  not  deugned  to 
leave  lae  parts  of  the  empire  withoat  connexion, 
'  cren  for  4  tMonent ;  and  when  the  teriitorial  coft- 
dieiott  was  removed,  there  was  but  one  posiihle 
eonnexion  which  could  be  snbstttuted — tne  eon- 
nexion  between  a  State  and  the  Confederacy. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  if  the  fact  of  a  govera- 
;ment  bei^  administered,  and  men^rs  elected  by 
the  new  States,  Qnd»  a  law  declaring  that  they 
shoild  be  admitted,  prove  that  Congren  intended 
that  the  government  of  Misnuri  ^ould  be  admin- 
istered, and  her  dectinns  held  without  any  further 
act  by  diis  body,  the  same  examples  show  that 
the  members  elected  ^uld  not  be  received  with- 
out an  act  of  reccttnilion^ 

Mr.  L.  allowea  that,  for  three  veais  past,  aad 
only  for  three  years,  the  membccs  ftom  new  States 
had  not  proceeded  to  take  their  seats  until  the 
passage  of  a  joint  reiohition  declaiiag  the  ad- 
misston  of  the  States  which  they  represented.  In 
the  ease  of  Indiana,  whai  such  a  resolution  was 
first  proposed,  he  had  before  rnnarked  that  the 
Heprmntative  took  his  seat  on  the  second,  while 
the  reaolatiDn  did  not  pass  until  the  eleventh  of 
the  month.  His  taking  his  seat  might,  if  you 
please,  have  been  an  act  of  inadveitence;  buttluit 
word  must  have  lost  its  meanings  if  it  can  be  ap- 
plied to  the  coiduct  of  the  House  which  allowed 
hisa  to  keep  his  seat  for  the  whole  time  he  had 
mentioned,  and  to  keep  it  wtdle  they  were  obliged 
to  vote  upon  Um  very  qnestion,  whether  the  State 
of  Indiana  shoiild  be  dedared  to  he  adautted  into 
the  Union. 

If  example  could  prove  any  thing,  it  proved 
that  reccanition,  by  Congress  sometimes  emj^oy- 
ed,  but  onencr  omitted,  was  not  necessary  to  give 
to  Missouri  the  rights  of  a  Slate.  Reeqfniiioo, 
indeed,  firom  the  plain  inqxat  of  the  word,  does 
not  give  rights,  but  declares  them.  He  did  not 
doubt  that  the  ^ts  of  the  new  State  might  be  pro- 
perly examined  to  determine  whether  she  had  ac- 
cepted the  terms  prcHKMwd,  and  become  a  Stale; 
and  the  credentials  or  the  R^tresentative,  to  know 
whetfier  he  had  become  a  member.  Gonotesa 
might,  by  law,  or  perhaps,  as  the  gentleman  From 
Pennsylvania  proposes,  by  iisage,  require  a  eertain 
form  of  examination;  but  this  would  ascertain  aiul 
authentieate  the  ri^l.   It  would  aot  create  it. 

The  -gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  bad  said 
that  there  was  every  variety  in  the  mode  of  ad- 
mitting States.  If  this  were  tru&  it  would  yet 
follow,  as  all  of  these  are  allowed  to  have  beea 
kgal,  and  as  many  of  the  States  woe  admitted 
prospectively,  and  without  recognition,  that  His- 
stmn  has  aeopired  the  rights  of  a  Stale  in  die 
same  way.  But  he  did  not  object  to  reeognitltui, 
but  proposed  it ;  if  it  were  necessary  to  the  ^iraoli- 
cal  enjoyment  of  the  rightb  of  a  State,  the  first 
right  of  MisBonri  was,  that  this  recogniiioa  obmild 
be  Made. 
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Tbe  examples  of  adminioii  were  not,  howtrer, 
as  TarkXH  and  imifalar  as  tbejr  wera  Kpresented. 
Under  difi^rent  eireanataiMeiy  there  were  indeed 
diffitrent  forms.  When  the  wish  of  tbe  people  to 
cMwtittte  a  State  gorcmment,  had  been  cEaarljr 
and  formaUy  exproeed  by  a  conTention,  the  act 
of  admission  lus  been  gtDNally  absolule ;  some- 
time, howerer,  immedialev  and  smnetimes  proe- 
peetive.  When  the  eonsent  of  At  peojile  of  the 
proposed  State  has  not  been  already  nilly  pf  tn 
and  is  therefore  fcMtmally  reqaitedf  the  admunon 
ia  always  madecontiDgent  upon  that  consoit,  and 
is  always  pro^iectiTe.  Every  act,  however,  for 
authorizmg  the  people  of  a  territory  to  form  a 
Slate  ffOTetameot  for  themselres,  adopts  general 
princines,  ud  uses  words,  which  make  a  com- 
pact  oMigatflTf  upon  the  United  States,  before  any 
act  of  reeopDUion  by  Coogre^  and  even  before 
the  actual  rMmation  of  a  State  constitution.  He 
should  quote  tbe  Missoim  bet  Co  ertafaliah  thb  po- 
aiuon  ^esmtly,  but  amilar  dausea  were  finna  in 
all  (he  acts. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  considered  himself  as  haT- 
ing  noTed  that  Congress  has  the  right  of  admit- 
iug  States  iKO^pectiTdy ;  that  this  right  had  been 
legitimatdy  exercised  m  the  case  of  Vermont  and 
Kentucky,  by  acts  which  w»e  to  take  effect  upon 
the  lapse  of  a  certain  time,  and  in  the  cases  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
soini,  that  the  same  right  of  prospectire  admission 
had  been  exercised,  in  acta  wludi  were  to  take 
effect  upon  a  future  caotin^aiey.   This  oonlin- 

riey,  aecordiiig  to  the  scream  construction  which 
had  quoted  in  the  case  of  Ohio,  was  the  forma- 
tion of  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
"whereby  she  became  a  Slate."  But  he  mnst 
now  inquire^  whetfaa  tbe  anthority  given  to  Mis- 
souri by  tha  act  of  the  laat  session,  bad  not  been 
dependat  ubod  a  eonditimi  which  had  defeated 
the  gmnt?  It  became  neeeisary,  with  this  view, 
to  cataminc  the  proviso  in  the  fourth  section. 

He  thought  its  import  ptaia,  but  gentlemen  sup- 
posed that  It  involved  a  deep  itg^  qneMion.  The 
House  wotdd  remember,  tlut  the  first  section  of 
the  act  erf  ^  last  session  had  authorized  the 
people  of  Miasoari  to  form  for  themselves  a  ccm- 
stitntion  and  State  gorcmment.  and  had  enacted, 
that  the  Stale,  when  formed,  tdiould  be  admitted 
into  the  Unioo.   The  fourth  section  reqoired  that 
the  cottvratkmof  Missouri  should  doternune  whe- 
ther it  wae  expedient  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government.  If  it.  were  determined  to  be 
expedient,  the  oonvoition  mif  ht  eitha  themseiTes 
Jbnn,  or  iNrovide  lor  dke  dectuu  of  wpWiCDtatiTes 
who  sfcudd  fimn  a  BlMe  eonstitntion.   After  Atis 
proviriou  fiiltows  the  dause    iwondcd  the  same 
shall  be  reonblicBn,  and  uot  rwqgnant  to  th«  Con- 
stitution <tf  the  United  States.^*  The  onioaets  of 
the  sesohition  insisted,  that  if  Missouri  was  author- 
ized to  ftmn  no  other  eonstitntion  than  one  which 
should  not  be  repugnant  to  that  of  the  United 
Slates,  she  coald  derive  no  right  from  the  law  if 
such  repwnanee  stAristed.   in  other  words,  (for 
it  was  difficidt  to  examine  the  doctrines  vfitbont 
earj^crying  the-tenm  of  Uw)  that  the  formation  of 
a  oooatitaiioB,  which  dmuld  not  be  repognattt  to 
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tlut  of  the  United  States,  was  the  condition  pre- 
cedent, upon  which  tho  risht  of  Missouri  to  admia- 
sion  into  the  Union  sfaomd  aeeraft  They  repre- 
sent indeed,  all  the  rights  wbieh  the  act  of  die  last 
session  c<«wn  upon  Missouri,  as  dependent  upon 
the  same  condition. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  be  had  remariied,  already,  ^t 
the  terms  of  that  law  made  a  part  of  the  oompact 
which  it  pmftoaea,  obligaKwy  upon  the  United 
States,  even  before  the  fimnation  of  the  State  con- 
stitution. 

The  convention  was  not  r«}uired  to  form  a  con- 
stitution, but  first  to  determme  whether  a  State 
ffovernraent  should  be  formed ;  and,  if  it  should  be 
determined  to  form  one,  Congress  enacted  that  the 
terms  of  compact  stated  in  the  6th  section  of  the 
act  afaonld  be  proposed  to  the  oonventiMi.  If  the 
formation  irf  a  State  constitution  were  then  Mt, 
as  it  might  be,  to  a  different  body  and  di£fercBt 
time,  the  compact  would  be  perfeeled  (itwonld  be 
"  obligatory  upon  the  United  States")  before  nny 
Bute  institution  existed.  This  compact  gave 
rights  whieh  neithet  party  etmld  at  ideasare  with- 
draw ;  it  esu^)Ushed  Uie  rdatioas  woich  are  umal 
between  the  General  Government  and  tbe  Sutee 
formed  out  (rf'itsterritorieSjaad  explicitly  considoed 
the  convention  as  acting  with  the  authority,  w»d 
in  the  name  of  the  State.  A  much  strongcv  con- 
clusion might  be  drawn  from  It,  but  be  was  satis- 
fied to  say  thai  it  proved  that  Missouri,  under  the 
act  of  the  last  session,  had  acquired  very  import- 
ant rights  before  she  bad  proceeded  to  consider 
even  ue  first  clause  of  her  constitution. 

Bat  the  wwds  of  tlte  proviso  were  not  suscei^ 
tiUe  of  a  eonstraetion  wuch  would  make  tbe  con- 
formity of  her  constitution  the  condition  precedent 
UBon  whieh  she  should  acquire  ^  rights  oi  a 
mate.  He  bad  hoped  that  a  friend,  whose  pn^es- 
sional  studies  would  have  enabled  him  to  do  it 
most  effectnally,  wimld  have  shown  that  the  con- 
struction which  even  a  technical  lawyer  would 
plaee  upon  tlie  proviso  could  not  svpport  the  ob- 
jeetioD  to  the  resolution.  To  read  .tbe  proviso 
was  enough  to  show  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
avoid  every  other  act  of  the  convention,  because 
it  (dionld  exceed  or  mistake  its  powers  in  a  single 
dauae.  Missouri  was  authorized  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, provided  the  same  was  repubUcaB  and  not 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  clause  presented,  at  least  to  the  unlearned 
reader,  no  other  import  than  this.  The  authwi^ 

Siven  to  form  a  constitution  must  be  solijeot  to  ul 
le  limitations  imposed  by  (he  paramoont  author- 
ity of  tbe  Federal  Constitution.  The  same  limi- 
tttiow  wodU  have  existed,  though  a  sttparftttow 
cutna  had  net  in  words  expressed  them.  They 
applied  to  every  old  State  as  well  as  to  ibis  new 
one,  and  their  tnms  neither  assigned  any  new 
penalty  for  transgression,  nor  a  new  tribanal  to 
ascertain  and  punish  it. 

He  knew  tliat  it  was  often  difficult  to  determine 
what  was  a  condition  precedent,  but,  igaorant  as 
he  was  of  law,  he  would  show  that  the  {woviso 
contained  none.   That  the  proviso  contained  a 
I  condition  preeadoit,  would  imply  at  least  tbia  pro- 
1  positinn  that  the  performance  of  some  previoas 
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■ct  wss  necessary  to  the  acquisition  of  the  rights 
conferred  by  this  section.  The  only  right  con- 
ferred in  ib.e  whole  section  was  that  of  ucmtng  a 
coutitutioo  and  State  goTerament.  Now.  that 
the  coofwinity  of  such  a  constitation,  after  it  iLould 
be  framed,  should  be  the  condition  upon  which 
the  coarention  should  be  authorized  to  begin  and 
form  it,  was  a  contradiction  in  terms  which  the 
dexterity  of  the  whole  bar  would  be  unable  to  re- 
concile.  It  would  be  flattery  to  call  it  a  sophism. 

The  right  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, then,  has  been  acquired,  or,  if  gentlemen 

{refer  the  term  has  been  rested.  Has  it  been  lost? 
t  would  be  a  new  doctrine  in  this  country — a 
strange  one  anywhere — that  the  mbtake  of  a  pub- 
lic body  in  the  construction  of  a  difficult  power 
should  Dot  mereW  defeat  the  act  which  they  wanted 
authority  to  perform,  but  should  annul  every  other 
provision,  though  clearly  within  their  competence, 
and  erea  direst  the  people  whom  they  represented 
of  power  to  oiwreet  the  error.  We  hare  learned, 
indeed,  in  oor  inihncy,  that  goreraments  may  be 
abdicated  and  sDraeigns  deposed  j  bat  we  hare 
yet  10  learn.  Uiat  the  people  of  a  State  may  forfeit 
all  tiie  rights  of  self-gorernmeot  by  an  error  of 
their  represeotatires :  and  that  the  process  of  dis- 
franchisement may  be  enforced  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  take  place  oud^  Uie 
forms  their  constitution. 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  he  had  as  yet  said  no- 
thing of  the  particular  clause  in  the  constitution 
of  Missouri  which  all  the  opposers  of  the  reso- 
lotioD  beliere  to  be  repugnant  to  the  Federal 
Constitution.     It  shall  oe  the  iaty  of  the  Legis- 

*  lature  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to 
'  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming 

*  lo  and  Mttling  in  the  State."  It  had  been  insist- 
ed that  the  Mack  citizen  had  a  right,  undw  the 
Federal  ConstituUon,  to  come  to  any  State  and 
settle  diere.  His  friends  from  Virvinia  and  Dela- 
ware (Mr.  Basbodr  and  Mr.  McLine)  had  ar- 
gued, with  distinguished  ability,  that  no  federal 
privileges  had  beoi  conferred  upon  that  d^raded 
caste  of  our  population,  rejected  as  they  were,  in 
every  State,  from  soeial  and  political  pririlege& 
either  by  the  provisions  of  law  or  the  feelings  of 
society.  If  these  gentlemen  were  rigbt,  there  was 
certainly  no  repugnance  between  the  Constitutions 

.  of  the  United  States  and  Missouri ;  but,  if  they 
were  mistaken,  did  the  exclusion  of  free  blacks 
and  mulattoes  apply  only  to  that  large  class  who 
can  in  no  propriety  of  language  be  considered  as 
the  citizens  of  any  State,  or  did  it  include  the 
small  and  more  favored  class,  whose  characteristic 
of  color  would  confound  them  with  that  descrip- 
tion from  which  the  privilege  of  citizenship  would 
elevate  and  distingoish  them?  He  had  before 
submitted  the  suggestion  that  the  constitution  of 
Misioari  was  leeitimate  in  ncariy  the  whole  ope- 
ration which  the  broadest  interpretation  would 
give  it,  and  that  the  authoritv  which  should  ex- 
pound that  constitution  would  be  bound  so  to 
limit  its  construction  as  to  except  from  the  gene- 
rality  of  its  terms  the  few  who  were  protected 
from  its  application  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  If  any  of  those  gentlemen  who 


hare  spoken  against  the  resolutica  were  called,  in 
a  judicial  character,  to  exj^und  the  doubuul 
clause  in  the  Missoari  eonatttation,  they  would 
value  their  imfessional  reputation  too  h^[hly  not 
to  exclude  from  its  operation  the  Uaek  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  if  any  such  diould  appear  be- 
fore them.  On  tnis  part  of  the  subject,  as  indeed 
on  every  other  which  his  friend  before  him  (Mr. 
Abcbbb)  had  touched,  he  had  left  no  other  re- 
souroe  but  silence  to  opponents  who  would  not 
acknowledge  their  error.  Why  bad  not  the  gentle- 
men who  ohjeeted  to  the  constitution  of  Missouri 
because,  in  imposing  restraints  upon  the  free 
blacks  and  mulattoes,  it  had  made  no  exceptions 
in  respect  to  citizens,  explained,  when  they  were 
uked  to  do  it,  the  meaning  of  their  own  act  of  the 
last  session,  liable  as  it  was  to  the  same  objection  1 
He  had  been  taught  not  to  refer  to  senteDces.  He 
must  quote  a  few  from  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
to  "incorporate  the  inhabitantR  of  the  city  of 
WashingtoQ."  *'  The  corporation  shall  hare  full 
'  power  and  authority  to  restrain  and  prohibit  the 
'  nightly  and  other  disorderly  meetings  of  slaves, 
'  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  and  to  punish  socfa 
'  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  oy  penalties  not  ex- 
'  ceediog  ten  dollars  for  any  one  offence,  and,  in 

*  case  of  the  inability  of  any  such  free  negro  and 
'  mulatto  to  pay  any  such  penalty  and  cost  th»e- 

*  on,  to  cause  him  or  her  to  be  confined  to  labor 
'  for  any  time  not  exceeding  six  calendar  months." 
The  corporation  shall  also  hare  full  power  and 
authority  "  to  prescribe  the  terms  and  ccmditions 
upon  which  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  may  reside 
in  the  city."  There  was  a  fair  claim  upon  the 
candor  of  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  resolution, 
to  say  what  tbey  had  meant  by  the  met  which  he 
had  quoted  j  what  they  had  meant  bjr  the  law  on 
which  they  bad  roted,  and  for  which  they  had 
roted.  Did  they  mean  that  these  penalties  of  fines 
and  imprisonment  and  hbor  shonld  be  imposed 
upon  the  citizen  if  he  were  black  7  Did  they  mean 
that  the  corporation  should  prescribe  the  terms 
upon  which  alone  the  citizen  woo  was  black  might 
reude  in  the  metropolis  of  his  country  1  There 
was  no  difference  between  the  assumption  of  such 
a  right  and  that  of  excluding  the  black  citizens 
entirely.  But  if  gentlemen  would  not  choose  to 
sar  what  they  meant,  he  wonld  declare  for  him- 
self that,  in  the  use  of  general  terms  referring  to 
blacks  and  mulattoes  as  a  class,  that  portimi  which 
may  be  distinguished  from  the  rest  by  the  priri- 
lege  of  citizenship,  neyer  entered  into  his  contem- 
plation. He  asked  for  Missouri,  not  the  indul- 
gence^ but  the  jnstiee  of  the  House.  Was  it  fair 
to  require  from  a  oonrention  hastiljr  coUeeted  a 
d^^  of  precision  and  accitracy  which  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  did  not  employ  ?  In  a 
constitution  which  contained  in  a  few  pages  the 
distribntioQ  of  powers,  and,  if  he  might  say  so,  the 
elements  of  future  legislation,  was  it  fair  to  expect 
a  fulness  of  detail  and  an  exactness  of  limilaUon, 
such  as  the  men  who  criticised  it  had  been  unable 
to  accomplish  in  an  ordinary  law?  Id  short,  if 
we  fmd  forgotten  to  make,  in  terms,  the  exception 
in  faror  of  citizens  who  were  black,  and  leA  their 
rights  to  the  aceniity  of  sound  judicial  eonateuc- 
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tion,  was  not  the  omission  as  pardonable  in  die 
ease  of  Missouri,  and  the  security  of  the  black 
citizen  as  good  1 

If  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  by  a  fair  and 
liberal  interpretation,  wen  not  repugnant  to  that 
of  the  United  States^  there  was  no  pretence  for 
rejecting  the  resolution  before  the  House.  Even 
if  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  from  whom  he  dif- 
fered were  correct,  there  is  no  obscuritr  of  lan- 
gtnge,  no  defect  of  provision,  nothing  but  direct 
repognanc^  which  could  justify  the  rejection  of 
the  constitation.  He  had  endeavored  to  show  that 
this  repuguance  did  not  exist ;  hot,  if  it  did,  no 
political  troth  was  clearer  to  hJs  mind  than  that  it 
should  be  ascertained  and  corrected  by  a  judicial 
tribanal.  In  authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Gorernment,  Congress  had 
propowd  the  terms  upon  which  they  were  wil- 
ling that  she  should  oecome  a  member  of  the 
Confederacy.  The  consent  of  both  parties  was 
necessary  to  the  compact  It  imposed  duties  and 
restraints  nnon  both.  If  Congress  should  fail  to 
eoasCme  or  fulfil  well  any  part  of  its  engagements 
with  the  new  States,  no  man  would  be  nuh  enough 
to  say  that  all  thdr  obligations  were  annulled  ;  if 
the  new  States  misconstrued  or  violated  any  part 
of  their  en^gonents,  could  Congress  plead  that 
its  own  obligations  had  become  void? 

Gentlemen  say  that  Missouri  was  enjoined  by 
the  law  of  the  last  session  to  frame  a  constitution 
which  should  not  be  repugnant  to  that  of  the 
Union:  and  they  are  right.  This  was  the  rule 
prescribed  for  her  government.  But  the  compact 
proposed  to  Missouri,  provided  not  the  rule  only, 
but  the  tribonal  which  should  expound  and  enforce 
it.  Und^  this  compact  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  to  be  "the  supreme  law"  of 
Missouri ;  her  Legislature  and  joages  were  to  be 
sworn  to  support  it,  and  the  judictaf  power  of  the 
United  States  was  to  decide^  in  the  last  resort, 
e? ety  question  which  dionld  arise  under  the  Fede- 
ral GQnstitution.  She  can  have  no  right  to  pass 
a  law  denying  to  the  citizens  of  other  States,  "all 
the  privil^es  and  immunities"  of  citizens  oi  Mis- 
sonri ;  but  she  has  a  ri|^t  to  have  her  laws  et- 
{Nonnded  by  the  tribunal  provided  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. She  has  si^ed  the  article  proposed  by  your- 
selvei^  which  provides  that  if  she  pass  an  uncon- 
stitutional law,  it  shall  be  annulled  by  your  courts. 
The  very  catua  fiadens  exists,  and  instead  of  carry- 
ing into  efifect  the  provisions  which  you  yoursrives 
proposed,  you  make  the  circumstance  which  was 
frareBeen  and  provided  for  the  pretext  for  aanuUiog 
the  whole  compact. 

We  are  so  far  from  being  bound,  then,  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  constitnlion  of  a  new  State  is 
repngnant  to  that  of  tbe  Union,  that  we  cannot 
pronoQuce  mch  a  determination  without  usurping 
the  powers  that  tribiual  to  iriiich  we  are  en- 
gaged to  remit  it.  We  cannot,  indeed,  be  bound 
by  the  terms  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  exam- 
ine the  statutes  of  a  new  State,  if  we  are  author- 
ized, as  he  had  proved  we  were,  to  admit  States 
by  a  proMKCtive  law.  Congress  could  not  know 
what  their  constitutions  might  be  at  the  time  when 
saeb  acts  of  admission  would  take  efieet. 


H.  or  R. 


The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  those 
who  foUowed  htm,  have,  indeed,  endeavored  to 
show  that  we  are  bound,  before  we  admit  a  State, 
to  approve  its  constitution.  But  their  whole  proof, 
however  various  in  their  forms,  resolves  itself  into 
the  suggestion  of  eases  strong  repugnance  be- 
tween the  Federal  and  State  constitutions.  There 
ought  to  be  a  remedy  for  these.  We  say  that  there 
is  one }  that  wherever  a  State,  whether  new  or  old, 
shall  violate  the  compact  whtch  defines  her  rights 
and  powers,  the  courts  of  the  United  States  will  cor- 
rect the  procedure,  if,  from  the  nature  of  the  case, 
it  can  be  subjected  to  judicial  cognizance.  But  if 
it  cannot,  if  the  act  of  the  State  do  not  directly 
impugn  any  individual  right,  but  afiect  those  po- 
litical principles  which  the  people  of  the  UnitecL 
States  have  submitted  to  the  guardianship  of  the 
General  Government,  (if  it  snould  establish,  ac- 
cording to  tbe  illustration  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  Mr.  Stohhb,  an  herwlitary  House  of 
Lords,)  the  constitution  even  here  contains  the 
preservative jiower  which  is  to  guard  it  from  cor- 
ruption. Wnen  the  judges  cannot  interpose,  Con- 
gress  mar,  and  this  either  with  a  new  or  an  old 
State.  "The  United  States  guaranty  to  every 
State  a  republican  form  of  government.*' 

Gentlemen  had  fotigued' themselves  in  the  sug- 

gestion  of  possible  cases,  where  the  disorders  of  a 
late  constitution  might  admit  of  no  cure  but  from 
the  interposition  of  Congress.  He  would  not  de- 
tain the  House  by  suppositions;  but  if  there  were 
a  thousand  cases  where  its  interposition  were  ne- 
cessary, they  would  not  weaken  the  argument  that 
it  should  not  be  resorted  to  without  necessity.  If 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri  are  freely  elected  by 
the  people;  if  her  judges  are  sworn  to  support  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  offer  no  obstruction  to  ap- 
peals to  the  Supmne  Court,  (whenever  you  provide 
for  them^)  may  we  not  say  that  the  errors  of  her 
constitution  may  be  safely  left  to  judicial  correcticm  j 
or  do  we  abandon  this  doctrine  when  we  admit 
that  a  Slate  which  should  main^n  an  hereditary 
nobility,  or  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  must 
be  restrained  by  harsher  remedies  7 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  nothing  but  the  previous  ex- 
citement of  the  country,  and  the  character  of  the 
right  which  Missouri  was  supposed  to  have  im- 

S aired,  could,  in  his  judgment,  have  induced  pru- 
ent  and  reflecting  men  to  undertake  to  examine 
and  determine  the  legitimacy  of  State  constitu- 
tions. It  happened  that  the  right  in  dispute  was 
one  which  interested  the  citizens  of  the  diflerent 
States,  and  did  not  affect  the  relative  powers  of 
the  States  and  the  GenerayBovernment. 

When  the  question  regarded  rights  which  the 
citizens  of  one  State  migot  claim  in  every  other, 
the  Gorernment  of  the  Union  seemed  to  be  a  dis- 
interested ark^trator.  But  if  he  were  to  examine 
theeonformity  of  State  coiutitatitHis  with  tbatof  the 
Federal  Government,  these  were  the  rights  which 
would  least  frequently  be  brought  into  question. 
In  almost  every  instance  we  should  be  obliged  to 
determine  the  extent  and  limit  of  our  own  powers. 
These  were  the  "vexed"  questions  of  the  constitu- 
tion. He  had  endeavored  to  show  that  we  were 
not  bound  to  decide  them,  and  that  we-cmght  not 
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to  decide  them.  Sui^e  that  the  elnue  olriected 
to  ID  the  constitntion  of  Miasonri  related  to  the  ex- 
emption of  a  naiioDSi  bank  from  taxation  by  the 
State,  or  to  the  power  of  Cmgresa  in  calling  out 
Idle  militia.  Is  it  not  araarmt  that  our  ioternt  in 
these  questioDs  disqualifies  lu  for  their  decUim? 
He  was  ashamed  to  bare  detained  the  House  so 
long,  and  could  not  enlar^  further  upon  the  sub- 
ject. But  Congress  was  in  erery  respect  an  unfit, 
tribunal  to  decide  upon  the  conformity  of  the  Fed- 
eral and  State  consUtutjons;  it  waa  a  party  to  ttte 
compact,  and  interested  in  its  coDstructi<ui,  and, 
therefore,  should  not  expound  it;  it  consisted  of 
two  Houses  which  might  not  be  able  to  unite  in 
any  opinion ;  its  authority  would  be  lost  the  mo- 
ment that  it  was  submitted  to.  The  new  State, 
which  acqoieseed  in  the  deeiaion  of  Ctmgrees, 
would  be  authorized,  the  next  month,  to  appeal  to 
another  tribmukl^  and  the  power  would  last  iust 
long  enough  to  irritate  and  not  to  coerce.  He  had 
said  already  that,  under  this  systein,  Missouri  must 
amend  her  constitution  to  propitiate  our  dignity, 
and  re-enact  it  to  assert  ha  ricbt.  The  examina- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  MisBouri  had  already 
shown  the  impracticability  of  the  whole  system. 
Among  minds  as  actire  and  curious  as  those  which 
we  might  expect  to  find  in  the  national  councils, 
it  misbt  be  beliered  that  almost  every  article  in 
the  Federal  Constitution  would  be  exposed  to  dif- 
ferent ccaiBtructions,  and  that  no  form  of  goTem- 
meot  could  wdl  be  presented  by  a  State,  (exoept, 
indeed,  that  form  for  exhibition  to  whica  he  had 
befiare  aUi^ed,)  which  would  not  ofiin'  to  eonsti- 
tntional  critics  n^rent  many  doubtful  orrepttgnant 
clauses.  He  beliered  the  gentlemen  who  ar- 
gued that  the  Honse  was  bound  in  coDfcienoe  to 
examine  the  constitntbn  of  every  new  State  rigid- 
hr,  had  examined  that  of  Missouri  but  very  super- 
ficially. Yet  it  was  worth  while  to  admt  to  the 
result  of  their  examitMtion.  It  was  suuxned  at 
first,  and  \he  majority  of  the  House  perhaps  still 
thought  so,  that  the  only  clause  which  was  repug- 
nant to  that  of  the  United  States,  was  the  one 
which  prohibited  the  admission  of  free  negroes. 
In  another  body,  howerer,  it  had  been  discorered 
that  the  provision  of  a  State  bank  was  equally  un- 
constitutional. In  our  own  we  had  heard  do-dey 
two  or  three  other  points  ass«ted,  and  perhaps 
established  by  the  gentleman  behind  him ;  and  a 
iriend  from.  Ohio  on  his  left  (a  zoAom  opponent 
of  the  Kioltttion)  was  prepared  lo  prove,  that  at 
l«ast  seven  Roviaioiw  in  the  cMstitatioB  of  Ub- 
Boori  were  incompfttiUe  with  ilmt  of  tfae  XStaHed 
States.  Mr.  L.  was  ueeedingly  sorry  ^t  be  bad 
not  explained  his  riews  to  the  House;  for  all  these 
ai^ meats  would  prove,  that  if  any  State  eomti- 
tntion  were  much  exatnined,  individnnh  whose 
objections  w;ould  apply  to  different  parts  of  the  in- 
strument, might  form  a  majority  for  rejecting  the 
whole.  With  a  full  examination,  rtie  bea»  eonsU- 
tution  would  be  r^ted,  but  with  the  sUghi  and 
partial  examination  which  would  much  oftener 
occur,  the  worst  provisions  would  be  sanctioned. 
Mr.  L.  ^jaid  that  he  had  the  most  unaffected  respect 
for  the  candor,  as  well  as  the  informatran  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (hir.  Humitia,) 


to  one  ^  whose  views  he  was  abest  to  advctt. 
But  he  most  not  lose  the  Ulostration  vluch  the 
ailment  of  that  g^tleman  had  affinded,  <^  the 
imperfection  of  any  examination  into  a  State  con- 
stitution which  could  be  expected  in  that  House. 
The  question  was  too  important  for  &stidioiiB  del- 
kaov. 

Tne  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  c<m- 
tended  mat  the  expression  of  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  in  the  debated  clause  must  be  considered  in 
its  broadest  sense,  and  include  those  who  are  citi- 
zens of  some  of  the  States.  And  to  illustrate  his 
view  he  had  laid  the  House,  that,  althoogh  a 
State  had  a  right  to  maintain  ships  of  irar,  it  has 
a  right  to  do  so  only  in  time  of  war,  and  that  any 
l^ovisiou  of  a  State  constitution  for  a  JUtvy^  at 
ihotwh  it  woidd  be  legitimate  if  limited  to  war, 
could  not  be  so  eonstmed  if  its  terms  were  gene- 
ral, but  would  clearly  impose  upon  Congoest  ifae 
doty  of  rf^ecting  it.  Now  it  happened  that  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Missouri  constitution  had  a. 
provision  about  a  navy,  not  limited  in  its  tcims  to 
a  period  of  war,  and  in  the  view  of  the  gendeman 
from  Pennsylvania,  Congress  were  in  coi»eienee 
bound  to  reject  it.  In  bis  vtevr  if  they  did  not 
reject,  they  would  sanction  it.  Well,  they  made 
no  objection  to  it ;  they  had  examined  the  oonsti- 
tution,  and  had  not  even  noticed  it  Could  thse 
be  a  stronger  illustration  of  the  mischief  of  a  sys- 
tem whit£  considers  Congress  as  botmd  to  de- 
nounce an  eqairoeal  and  i&ubtfal  provision,  and 
in  the  very  act  allows,  what  it  consideis  as  the 
plainest  violation  of  the  oonatitntion,  to  pass  un- 
questioned, if  not  unread  ?  Is  not  the  system  a 
saler,  as  veil  as  a  juater,  which  exacts  only  of  the 
new  State  that  its  obligations  to  the  Cbnfederacy 
shall  be  those  of  all  the  other  States,  wfaieh  con- 
siders its  constttutbn  and  ordinances  as  the  evi- 
dence of  its  consent  to  become  a  State ;  and  when 
we  design  that  the  rwhis  and  duties  of  the  new 
and  old  States  sladl  be  the  same,  leaves  them  to 
be  expoanded  and  enforced  by  the  same  tiibnnaL? 

If  We  had,  indeed,  reserved  to  ounelves  the 
power  of  deciding  whether  the  constitution  of 
Missowi  were  repugnant  to  the  Federal  ConstiUi- 
tion,  and  the  opinion  of  the  House  shonid  be  that 
this  repugnance  existed,  it  would  become  material 
to  inquire  how  thu  judicial  authorit)^  should  be 
exercised?  Should  we,  while  exercising,  in  re> 
spect  to  a  new  State,  the  powers  of  the  Sopranie 
Court  in  respect  to  an  old  one,  aniwl  the  onax- 
iouaartiele?  Should  we,  in  our  brief  anthoritry 
eonoaaiid  it  to  he  expunged  7  Ot  shoirid  we  ow- 
franchise  the  State,  because  it  osed  w«ds  ^most 
as  carelessly  as  we  omscives  had  done  in  the  act 
of  the  last  session?  But  these  inquiries  carried 
him  too  far. 

Mr.  LowMoaa  said,  thM,  with  the  strangest 
wish  to  hasten  to  the  ooaelnnQ  <ji  hb  nmaifa, 
he  thought  himself  bound  to  notice  a  doctrine, 
which  be  understood  thejrentlanan  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  have  avowed.  The  taloits  and  chaiaeto- 
of  (hat  gentleman  gave  to  bis  opinions  an  mflu- 
ence  whieh  involved  no  light  responsibitity.  It 
ms  with  mortification  and  pain,  Mr.  L.  said,  that 
he  had  understood  him  to  exptess  the  opinion, 
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thaty  uoder  a  law  enacting  that  a  new  State  shall 
be  admitted,  Congress,  particularly  if  an  electim 
shall  have  intervened,  may  consider  its  admission 
as  "an  open  question,"  aod  fulfil  or  disregard  the 
Iftw  tit  the  preceding  CongteBs  at  its  discretion. 
He  bad  anticipated,  in  his  former  remarks,  the 
influence  of  this  doctrine,  but  not  its  avowal.  He 
should  be  glad  to  know,  before  he  proceeded  fur- 
ther in  his  observations,  whether  he  bad  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  correctly. 

Sbbabaht  explained.  He  was  understood 
hf  ttr.  L.  to  say,  that  he  had  expressed  no  opin- 
ion on  the  matter,  but  had  spoken  of  it  as  a  doubt- 
ful question.]  Mr.  L.  {Hrooeeded.  Jf  the  gentle- 
man did  not  deny,  it  was  hardly  less  extraordinary 
that  he  should  doubt,  whether  the  GoTemment  of 
this  nation  were  bound  by  the  obligations  of  faith 
aod  honor.   Bat  be  would  change  the  subject. 

Mr.  Lt.  said  he  regretted  that  he  had  already 
eouHuned  so  much  ume  that  he  could  not  dweU 
upon  the  Tiew  which  he  should  hope  that  men  of 
prodmee  and  virtue  would  take  cf  the  eonditjon 
of  oar  country,  even  if  tbey  differed  from  him  in 
aU  that  he  luid  yet  said.  He  thought,  indeed, 
that  we  were  bound  to  admit  the  memben  from 
Misaooti  to  their  seats.  But  no  one  would  deny 
that  we  had  power  to  admit  them.  It  was  a  com- 
parative question,  between  diffaeut  schemes  of 
policy,  and  the  country  had  a  ri^ht  to  require  that 
Its  Representatives  should  not  reject  one  plan  with- 
out wdgbiitgaQdadoDtingsome  alternative.  Was 
it  enough  to  say,  wito  the  compoeure  of  the  gen- 
tleman Trora  Pennsyivaoia,  "  it  u  the  fault  or  errw 
of  M^aouri?"  Be  it  so.  But  it  is  not  less  our 
doty  to  guard  the  interesu  of  the  United  States 
and  the  rights  of  our  fellow-citizens,  even  in  Mis- 
souri. Those  who  bad  read  the  law  of  the  test 
session  could  not  deajr  that  she  bad  acquired  some 
rights  incompatible  with  the  dependence  of  a  Ter- 
liiory.  But,  whatever  was  her  eonditioa  of  right, 
ihe  WW  in  &et «  S  tale,  adBtinisttring  the  govo-n- 
ment  whiefa  she  bad  fbnned,  and  ataeung  the 
Iftws  which  ahe  preferred.  Her  courts  were  filled 
with  jodgcs  of  her  own  appointment ;  and,  what- 
ever mlerest  of  the  United  States  might  be  as- 
sailed; whatever  provisions  of  the  laws  or  Con- 
stitution of  the  Union  might  be  violated,  there  was 
now  no  legal  method  by  which  "  an  error  or  fault," 
in  her  judicial  tribunals,  eoald  be  corrected. — 
Should  diere  be  no  app^l  from  their  seiUenee  ? 
Should  there  be  an  appeal  to  miUtary  authority? 
There  was  now  no  otaer;  and  when  the  Repre- 
Bstatives  of.  the  people  refused  to  extend  over 
Missouri  tbx  judicial  authority,  which  would  bend 
her  laws  and  aonstitution  in  just  submission  to 
-that  of  the  Uoioo,  it  was  fair  to  ask  tbem  what 
connexion  they  proposed  to  substitute  9  The  na- 
tion WMild  hanUy  be  content  to  tears  that  we 
satisfied  otinelres  with  a  pradoii  rdiance  upon 
time  and  chance,  because  "it  was  the  Ihult  or 
error  of  Missouri." 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  told  us, 
that  if  a  single  citizen  shall  be  deprived  of  his 
Constitutional  right  onder  tbe  laws  of  Missouri, 
the  fault  will  be  upon  the  Congress  which  shall 
adiott  her.  I  tell  Uie  gtvtlvDMn  fitoiiL  Pousyl- 
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rania,  Mr.  L.  said,  that  if  a  citizen  shall  sufier  in 
Missouri,  and  invoke  in^ectually  the  laws  and 
judioial  authority  of  the  UqIod.  the  responsibility 
for  all  that  he  uall  suffer  will  be  upon  himseu' 
and  his  friends.  It  is  he  who  refuses  to  extend 
tbe  aathority  of  our  courts  over  the  State  of  Mis* 
souri,  aod,  wiser  than  the  Constitution,  be  rejects 
tbe  tribunal  which  would  act  peacefully  and  vflec- 
toaily  in  support  of  individual  right,  and  prefers 
to  it  a  direct  coercion  of  tbe  State  by  legislative, 
if  not  by  military  power.  Tbe  Constitution  has 
provided  a  remedy  for  the  infractions  of  individual 
right — not  a  mere  rule,  but  a  court  to  apply  and 
enforce  it.  Your  injured  citizens  appeal  to  its 
prompt  protection,  and  tbey  leam  with  astonish- 
ment that,  io  your  zeal  to  support  their  rights,  you 
have  suspended  their  only  effectual  remedy.  As 
humanity  to  tbe  citizen  makes  you  deprive  tiim  of 
his  only  effectual  guard,  so  tenderness  for  the  Ju- 
diciary (anaffectea  and  unmixed)  induces  you  to 
withdraw  fimn  their  jurisdiction  a  question  which 
might  involre  a  conmet  with  MiaiMiri,  and  leave 
them  only  the  task  of  deeidioE  the  same  qnestkm 
in  opposition  to  Carolina  oi  Virginia. 

Mr.  L.  repeated  tbe  opinion,  that  the  questioB 
before  the  House  was  a  comparative  oim — between 
adopting  the  resolution,  or  some  othtf  scheme  of 
pohcy  which  gentlemen  should  prefer  to  it.  Every 
consideration  of  candor  and  prudence  required 
that  we  Fhoold  know  what  that  alternative  was. 
Was  it  preferable?  Was  it  practicable?  Even 
since  the  debate  had  commenced,  the  character  of 
the  question  had  been  greatly  changed  in  the  eye 
of  every  practical  politician  by  the  paraage  of  the 
Senate's  resolution.  The  Senate  considered  Mis- 
souri as  a  State  of  right,  They  could  oo-operM 
in  DO  meamre  irtiich  would  make  her  a  terribny, 
or  treat  her  as  nich.  If  we  refute  to  pass  the  res- 
olution, she  nuut  still  continue  to  administer  her 

fovemment  and  appomt  her  officers;  to  decide  in 
er  courts  every  question  relating  to  the  rightv  and 
interests  of  the  United  States,  within  her  territory^ 
and  to  decide  these  questions  without  aiqwel<  1^ 
under  these  circumstances,  Missouri  were  not 
rightfully  a  Stat^  ought  we  not  to  make  her  one? 
It  was  under  this  view  of  tbe  subject,  Mr.  L.«iid, 
that,  in  his  former  observations,  he  had  brought 
the  admission  of  Tennessee  to  the  view  of  the 
House.  She  bad  formed  a  government  for  her- 
self, not  very  r^;ularly.  She  had  elected  her 
Governor  and  Assembly,  and  was  a  State  in  fact. 
Her  constitution,  however,  besides  some  other  arti- 
cles which  were  objected  to,  contained  Uiree 
which  were  clearly  repugnant  to  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. It  gave  exemption  from  militia  duty  to 
certain  claaaesof  the  community.  It  doiietl  to 
the  Gener^  Qoverament  tbe  nght  to  cede  bf 
treaty  tbe  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
it  required  the  Legislature  to  provide  a  method  by 
which  the  State  of  Teimessee  should  be  sued,  ex- 
cluding from  this  right  of  suing  all  those  who 
were  citizens  of  any  other  State.  Congress  knew 
these  provisions,  but  it  knew  that  the  paramount 
authority  of  the  Federal  Constitution  annulled 
them.  Tennessee  was  declared  to  be  a  State; 
and  so  Uttie  was  to  be  aj^ueheiided  from  a  repog- 
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nance  between  the  State  and  Federal  Constitu- 
tions, (when  CoDgress  did  not  inteipose  in  inter- 
preting and  expunging  them,)  that  lae  fact  of  the 
oiseoraaDce  in  question  was  probably  at  this  time 
little  remembered,  even  in  Tennessee.  The  same 
consequence  would  follow  from  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  before  the  House.  We  should  be  re- 
lieved from  a  question  which  afflicts  and  alarms 
ererr  man  whose  object  is  the  public  good.  We 
should  leave  the  construction  ofa  doubtful  provis- 
ion to  the  odI^  tribunal  in  whose  determination, 
OD  such  a  subject,  the  nation  will  confide,  and  we 
should  show  a  just  anxiety  to  sup|>ort  the  rights  of 
the  citizen,  by  do  longer  sofpendrng  his  only  effec- 
tual remedy. 
After  Mr.  L.  had  coaclttded  his  speech — 
Mr.  Seboeaht  rose  and  said,  that,  by  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  House,  the  ffeademan  from  South  Ca- 
roline, having  opened  the  delMte,  had  a  right  also 
to  close  it,  and  he  did  not  mean  to  ask  the  House 
"to  depart  from  the  usual  course  of  proceeding, 
though  he  considered  most  of  the  arguments  em- 
I^oyed  as  susceptible  of  an  easy  answer.  But  he 
was  not  about  to  enter  again  into  the  discussion ; 
he  rose  only  to  offer  a  few  words  of  explanation. 

He  had  been  supposed  to  hare  misunderstood, 
or  to  hare  misquoted,  the  words  of  the  resolution, 
when  he  had  stated  it  to  be  to  this  effect :  "  And 
hereby  is  admitted,"  meaning  to  infer  that  the  ad- 
mission of  Mtssotiri  was,  fay  the  resolution  itself,' 
to  be  by  rirtue  of  the  rescdution,  and  therefore,  by 
the  {wesHit,  and  not  by  the  former  l^islation  of 
Congress.  He  had  cntainly  never  iittended,  nor 
would  he  iiow  consent,  to  make  this  a  question  of 
verbal  criticism:  the  argument  rested  on  much 
more  substantial  erounds.  And  if,  in  fact,  the 
words  of  the  resolution  were,  as  they  had  been 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
that  circumstance  would  not  in  the  least  change 
its  character  as  a  legislative  act.  and  a  legislative 
act,  too,  which  must  necessarily  precede  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri,  and  of  course  conclusively 
negatived  the  assumption  (upon  which  the  whole 
argument  on  the  other  side  rested)  that  Missouri 
Was  already  admitted.  He  had  quoted  the  reso- 
lution from  memory,  according  to  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  substance.  But  he  was  now  sat- 
isfied that,  upon  every  principle  of  construction, 
he  was  e(»rrect,  and,  to  satisfy  the  House,  he  had 
called  upon  the  Clerk  to  read  the  resolution.  It 
is,  in  the  material  part,  as  fbllom :  "  Shall  be,  and 
is  hereby  declared  to  he,  one  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  is  admitted."  In  this  clause,  the 
adverb  "  hereby"  is  connected  equally  with  the 
whole  of  what  follows.  The  meaning  is  exactly 
the  same  as  if  it  had  been  "  hereby  is  declared  to 
\Xj  and  hereby  is  admitted,"  or,  "by  this  is  ad- 
mitted;" for,  "hereby,"  and  "by  this,"  are  equiv- 
alent. But  he  was,  perhaps,  dwelling  too  long 
upon  a  men  verbal  question,  as  every  one  at  au 
acquainted  with  the  phraseology  of  the  enacting 
parts  of  laws  and  resolutions,  would  perceive  at 
once  that  there  was  but  one  way  of  reading  these 
words.  To  show,  however,  how  entirely  unpro- 
fitable the  crilieiBm  upon  the  supposed  misquota- 
tioa  was,  he  would  suppose  die  word  '*  hereby*'  to 
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be  expunged,  and  the  words  to  besimidy  "diall 
be,"  and  "  is  admitted  ;"  would  not  the  sense  be 
exactly  the  same?  Would  it  not  mean  that  Mis- 
souri IS  admined  by  the  resolution,  and  not  until 
the  resolution  is  adopted  ?  Does  not  the  necessity 
of  any  resolution  at  all  import  the  same  thing? 

There  was  another  pomt  upon  which  he  and 
those  who  acted  with  him  were  charged  with 
error.  They  were  supposed  to  be  unmindful  of 
the  oUi^tion  of  the  contract  in  the  law  of  the 
last  session.  He  must  say  that  this  observation 
was  grounded  altogether  upon  the  assumption  of 
that  which  was  the  point  in  eontroversr,  and 
which  ought  to  be  proved ;  that  is  to  say,  tnat  die 
law  of  last  session  did  amount  to  a  contract.  He 
had  purposely  avoided  the  inquiry  as  wholly  un- 
necessary, b^use,  even  if  the  law  of  last  session 
was  to  be  considered  as  a  contract,  the  peofAe  of 
Missouri  had  not  complied  with  tne  terms  pro- 
posed to  them,  and  therefore  coald  have  no  ng^t 
to  claim  to  be  admitted ;  the  constitutitm  sub- 
mitted did  not  conform  to  the  provisions  of  the 
law  of  last  session. 

He  said,  he  trusted  he  had  as  strong  a  sense  of 
the  binding  nature  of  a  contract,  when  once  en- 
tered into,  wfaeth«  by  the  Government  or  an  in- 
dividual, as  any  one  could  have,  or  ought  to  have. 
But,  however  liberal  a  man  might  be  in  the  con- 
struction of  his  own  engagements,  in  favor  of 
others,  it  was  clear  that,  in  the  case  of  the  puUic, 
implicit  obedience  to  an  obligation  must  necessa- 
rily be  preceded  by  an  inquiry,  (which  be  con- 
ceived the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
entirely  pas^  over,)  whether  any  obligation  ex- 
isted. We  must  examine,  first,  whether  the  law 
is  to  be  deemed  an  ordinary  act  of  l^slation^  or 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  contract.  Upon  thb  subject 
he  had  no  hesitation  to  say,  without  entering  far- 
ther into  the  argument,  at  present,  that  there  ap- 
peared to  be  strong  reasons  for  thinking  that  an 
act  authorizing  a  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
of  State  government,  ought  to  be  considered  as  an 
act  of  ordinary  legislation,  and  not  as  a  contract, 
and  that  no  change  was  made  in  the  condition  of 
the  Teiritory  until  its  constitution  was  submitted 
to  Congren,  and  the  State  admitted  into  the 
Union. 

He  could  see  no  reason  for  a  different  eoostme- 
tion  of  the  act,  and  there  were  some  objections  to 
it,  ill  his  opinion,  of  very  great  force.  If  it  were 
to  be  denned  a  contract,  it  would  not  only  be 

iHuding  upon  the  Congress  who  passed  it,  but  upon 
any  future  Congress  to  whom  the  applicanon 
might  be  made  for  admission,  which  would  be  an 
encroachment  upon  their  authority,  and  the  au- 
thoritjr  of  the  people  by  whom  they  were  elected. 
Now,  it  must  readily  occur  to  every  one  who  re- 
flected upon  the  subject,  (independently  of  the  ob- 
jection to  binding  a  future  Congress  unnecessarily,) 
that,  even  between  the  passage  of  an  act  author- 
izing the  formation  ofa  constitution,  and  the  time 
of  applying  for  admission,  circumstances  might 
occur  which  would  render  it  inexpedient  to  admit, 
and  of  which  Congress  ought  to  be  left  free  then 
to  judge;  and  tlut  it  wouU  be  extremely  unwue 
and  improTident  to  throw  away  the  right  to  exer- 
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cise  B  discretion  on  the  sabjeet.  He  eoold  nee  do 
g;ood  purpose  to  be  answerwl  by  it,  and  every  con- 
sideration of  policy  seemed  to  him  to  fort>id  it. 
He  said,  howeTo*.  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  now 
to  come  to  a  decision  of  the  question,  for  the  rea- 
son he  had  already  mentioned ;  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri had  not  [Hit  tbemselTes  in  a  condition  to  claim 
the  fulfilment  of  a  contract,  huause  their  constitu- 
tion was  not  conformable  to  the  prorisions  of  the 
act  of  last  session. 

He  would  ranarii,  that  the  instance  mentioned 
of  the  States  formed  out  of  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory presented  no  analogy.  The  Territory  thwe  , 
was  ceded  to  the  Union  by  the  States  who  claimed  j 
to  be  the  owners  of  it,  and  was  accepted  by  the  ! 
Union,  on  conditions  mntually  agreed.  Among 
them  was  one,  confirmed  by  repeated  acts  of  the 
Government,  that  the  Territory  should  be  formed 
into  States;  that,  when  they  bad  a  certain  popula- 
tion, they  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Stales;  and,  in 
the  meantime,  certain  great  principles  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  were  agreea  upon  for  their  gov- 
ernment, whidi  were  to  he  deemed  fundamental, 
and  to  be  the  basis  also  of  the  constitutioDs  of  the 
Smtes  to  be  ftmned. 

When  an  alteration  of  some  of  the  terms  was 
thought  necesMry,  the  consent  of  both  parties  was 
required.  This  was  a  compact  with  the  States 
who  made  the  cession,  not  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory.  It  bears  no  resemblance,  therefore, 
to  the  case  of  a  State  formed  out  of  a  territory 
purchased  by  the  United  States,  belonging  in  sov- 
ereignty to  the  United  States,  and  held  free  from 
the -obligation  of  any  previous  engagement,  subject 
to  vuch  disposition  only  as  the  general  policy 
might  direct 

He  had  thoi^ht  it  proper  to  submit  this  brief 
ei|danatioo,  not  so  much  with  a  view  to  express 
an  opinion,  (which  be  had  before  pmposely  avoid- 
ed,) as  to  abov  that  the  queitioit  was  open,  and 
he  woDld  detain  the  Honse  no  longer,  as  he  {>er^ 
oetved  tbuit  all  were  dedraus  to  come  to  a  decision 
on  the  leeolotuiD. 

When  Mr.  S.  bad  concluded  his  remarks,  the 
debate  ended ;  not^  however,  before  Mr.  Qnoas, 
of  NriT  ToA,  had  mtimated  his  intention  to  more 
the  previous  qncation,  with  a  Tiew  to  elose  the 
debate. 

The  qnertioa  was  then  taken,  ''Shall  the  reso- 
lution be  engrmaed,  and  ordered  16  be  read  a  third 
time  T"  And  on  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  as  follows : 

Tas — Messis.  Abbot,  Alexander.  Allen  of  TenoM- 
see,  AndersOD,  Archer  of  Manland,  Archer  of  Virgi- 
Dis,  BaldwiD,  Ball,  B&rbour,  Bajly,  Bloomfield,  Bre- 
vard, Brown,  Bryan.  Burton,  Burwell,  Cannon,  Cobb, 
Cockfl.  Cr«i*rord.  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Colpeper,  Cuth- 
bert,  DavidsoD,  Earle,  Edwarda  of  North  CaroUna, 
Fidwr,  Flt^rd,  Gam«tt,  Gray,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Barditt,  Hocrits,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndea,  McCoy, 
McCieary,  MeLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Keatuc- 
ky,  Meigs,  Merosr,  MetcalC  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore. 
Heals,  Ifelson  of  Virginia,  Newton.  Ovarstreet,  Par- 
ker of  Tfar^nia,  Pinduiey,  Baadolpli,  Bankin,  Bstd, 


Rhea,  Bobertson,  Setde,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith  of  Mew 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Msiybnd,  B.  Smith  of  Virginis,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virgiaia,  Smith  of  North  Csroliaa,  Swear* 
ingen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginii,  Tncker 
of  Soath  Carotins,  Tyler,  Walker,  War&eld,  WilUams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williama  of  Nortb  Carolina — 79. 

Nats — Meaera.  Adams,  Allen  of  Masaacbnsetta, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brash,  Bufltim,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushmao,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Denniaon,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eas> 
tie,  Fay,  Pdger,  Foot,  Ford,  Focres^  FoBer,  Gotham, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Gayon, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hemp- 
hill, Hendricks,  HibsbmUn,  Hill,  Hoatetter,  Kendall, 
Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Liacolo,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Maclay,  McCalloogb,  Msllanr,  Marchand,  Meech,  Mo- 
n«]l.  R.  Moore,  8.  Moors,  MMton,  Moseley.  Manay, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Mass.,  Pattnsoiir 
Phelps,  Philson,  PloBwr,  Rich,  Btohards,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Roas^  Rws,  Sergeant,  Kld>ee,  Sloan,  Sooth-  . 
ard,  StcTcns,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong 
of  New  Toik,  Tsrr,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracv, 
Uphsm,  Van  Reoaselser,  Wsllace.  Wendorer,  Whit- 
msn,  and  Wood — 93. 

And  the  resolution  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  ros&  and  said  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  disrespectlul  to  a  majority  of  the 
House,  as  declared  on  the  vote  just  taken,  but  he 
now  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  on  them,  having 
rejected  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  committee 
of  their  appointment,  to  devise  and  propose  to  the 
House  the  means  necessary  to  protect  the  terri- 
tory, the  property,  and  iJl  the  rignts  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Missouri  country. 

A  motion  being  made  to  adjourn,  was  decided 
affirmatively,  and,  at  a  Uttle  before  sunset,  the 
Home  adjourned. 


THDBan&y,  December  14. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  establish  the  district  of 
Pearl  river;  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  bill  further  to  rejnilate  the  mtry  of  merchan- 
dise into  the  United  States  from  any  adjacent  ter- 
ritory, reported  the  same  with  simdry  amendments, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committer  of  the 
whole  House. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Tbihbi^,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  woe  instructed  to  inqtnre  whe- 
ther any,  and  what,  further  provision  ought  to  be 
made  by  law  to  secure  the  safe  transmission  of 
public  moneys  from  the  several  land  offices  to  the 
places  of  deposite  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  SooTHARo  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one 
day  for  coosidemtion: 

.  Rtt^vtd,  That  the  President  of  dw  United  States 
be  requested  to  causa  to  be  laid  before  this  Hoosa  a 
■talMMBt  «£  MpanditaiM  and  resMpts  in  the  Indiaa 
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H.  OP  R. 


dcparUBfliit ;  tito,  the  mtun  mod  «xtsat  of  Ibe  con- 
tracts •ntered  into,  aod  -with  whom,  from  tba  wtmb- 
luhmsnt  of  thtt  depaitneat  to  tbo  pr«Mot  period' 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  bare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  ofllccrs  and  volunteers  en- 
gaged in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole 
Indians,"  in  which  tney  ask  the  conearrence  of 
this  Hoose. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  telief  of  Daniel  McOoff  pused 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  oiv 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading- 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
lesolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whde,  on 
tiie  biU,  reported  at  the  last  session,  for  the  relief 
of  the  fiimily  of  the  late  Olirer  H.  Perrjr.  But,  it 
being  discovered  that  Mr.  Hazard,  of  Rhode 
Island,  one  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill, 
was  absent  fh>m  the  House  on  account  of  indis- 
position, the  Committee,  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
Randolpb,  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Mcintosh 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  by  the  House  subsequently  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  soldiers  to  devise  their 
bounty  lands  in  certain  cases,  also  passed  through 
a  Committee,  and  was  ordered  by  toe  House  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  report  of  die  Committee  of  Oaims  nn&vor- 
able  to  the  petitun  of  John  Q.  BogerL  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  being  reported 
to  the  House,  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Perry  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

[These  bills  and  report,  though  respecting  claims 
of  a  private  a^d  personal  character  merely,  gave 
rise,  in  the  course  of  their  investigation,  to  more 
or  less  debate^  occupying  altpgether  a  good  deal  of 
time.] 

MIUTART  PUNISHHBNT. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

was  received  and  read : 

Wak  Dspabtmamt,  Dec.  14.  1880. 

Sib  :  In  tn«w«  to  that  part  of  the  resolDtion  of  the 
Boom  of  RepreseirtatiTCs  of  the  9tfa  insluit,  reqiriring 
tfau  Dmrtment  to  dww  whrtfacr  the  order  given  fay 
Colonel  King  of  the  4th  iDfantry,  fpr  ahooting  desert 
«H  taken  in  the  feet,  was  epproved  bj  any  general 
oAter  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  or  was 
known  to,  and  passed  over  in  silenee  by  him,  as  stated 
in  the  defence  of  said  Colonel  King,  I  have  to  enclose 
an  extract  of  tho  letter  of  Major  General  Jackaon,  on 
that  subject,  which  was  tranamitted  to  the  House  of 
Repreoentatives  with  the  copy  of  U)e  trial  of  Ctrionel 
King,  and  which  i>  pabliahed  in  the  appendix  of  that 
trial.  This  extract  contains  all  the  information  with- 
in the  knowledge  of  this  Depsrtaient  on  that  snlyeet. 

In  rdation  to  that  part «  the  teaidnUoB  which  re* 
qains  any  infixnation  this  Department  may  jpassiss, 
dMwing  that  corparsi  pDnislanent  has  been  inflieted 
on  any  esl^,  wMreby  he  eaoM  ts  hi*  dsatt,  I  ha** 


the  honor  to  atatc,  that  the  enly  report  of  Uut  kind, 
which  ha«  reached  this  Department,  was  the  caw  of  a . 
Boldier  at  Port  Preble,  near  Portland,  in  Maine*  Ma- 
jor Brooks,  a  correct  and  inldligent  officer  eemmand- 
ing  that  post,  in  September  last,  reported  that  the 
death  of  a  soldier,  an  habitoal  drankard,  who  had  been 
on  a  fatigue  party,  under  Lieatenaot  Robsrt,  and  had 
been  confined  by  him,  had  canted  much  excitement 
among  the  citisens,  who  attributed  the  death  of  the 
man  to  the  coaduct  of  Lieutenant  Hobart ;  Aat  the 
civil  authority  had  taken  up  the  a&ir  for  investigation, 
to  which  Lieutenant  Hobart  had  readily  Bttbmitled 
himself.  The  report  was  aoeompaoled  with  the  en- 
doead  eertiflcalsQftlie  jury  sfiaqneataetotiMeoncel; 
conduct  of  Major  Bnx^  and  the  other  sffieei*  of  the 
post,  in  relation  to  Uie  Iransactioa.  It  ihna  appsaiing 
that  the  affair  would  undergo  an  investigation  in  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States,  the  Depaitment 
did  not  think  it  propsr  to  order  a  militaiy  investi> 
gation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
To  the  Stbakkb  of  Houae  of  Repa. 


Friday,  December  15. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to-day,  wns  one, 
by  Mr.  WsMoovsn,  from  the  New  York  County 
.A^fricuttonl  Society,  praying  that  such  pcoteetiMi 
may  be  extended  to  the  national  industry  as  is 
demanded  by  the  best  interests  of  the  eonntry} 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  AnnEBSOH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  ratending  the  time  for  is- 
soing  and  locating  land  warrants  to  officers  and 
soldimin  the  Revolutionary  war,  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Mallary,  from  a  select  committee,  renvt- 
ed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Tyler  and  John 
Tyler,  jr.,  a£  Vermont,  (to  renew  and  extend  a 
patent  u>r  a  certain  invention,  the  term  of  fourteen 
years  having  eziwed  since  it  was  first  granted;) 
which  bill  wu  tmec  read,  and,  on  motion  of  fax, 
LiTBBM OK^  who  remarked  that  it jperhaps  inndved 
a  Constitattonal  qtieation,  as  it  might  be  contended 
that,  after  the  eiyumtian  of  fonrteoa  years,  the  iii- 
vention  becune^  by  the  Constituticu,  vested  in 
the  public,  the  biU  wu  rcfamd  to  the  Jodieinry 
Committee. 

The  resolotion  o&red  yesterday  by  fidr.  South- 
ard^ was  taken  im,  and,  for  reasrau  which  he  stated, 
having  heed  slightty  nwdified  by  the  mover,  it  was 

agreed  to. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  enable  soldiers  to  devise 
their  bounty  lands,  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  merits  of  this  bill,  occu- 
pying more  than  an  hour,  in  which  it  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Little,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Foot, 
Andersoh,  and  McCoy ;  and  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Cocke. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
biljj  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  %  decided 
majority. 

The  engrossed  bills  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 
Perry,  and  for  the  relief  of  William  Mcintosh, 
aeveraUy  read  ^  third  time,  passed,  and  or- 
teed  to  be  aantto  the  Senate  for  eoneunenct^ 
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ANTI-TARIFF  MEMORIALS. 

The  report  made  by  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
Actures,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  in  relatioD  to  the  anti- 
tariff  memorials  from  Belfast,  in  Maine,  and  Rich- 
mond, in  Virginia,  baing  under  consideration — 

Mr.  TvLEB,  of.  Virginia,  having  called  up  the 
repwt  ftNT  consideration,  said  that  he  had  taken 
that,  ooune  oader  a  sense  of  dutv,  and  in  the  re- 
marks which  he  shoold  make,  altnoagb  he  should 
be  free  nod  candid,  yet  he  hoped  be  snould  riolate 
no  rale  of  decorum.  The  repwt  wis  a  severe  de- 
nunciation against  his  constituents,  and  it  became 
him  to  inquire  whether  they  had  properly  subjected 
themselves  to  that  denunciation  or  not.  If,  said  he, 
they  have  approached  this  body  in  any  other  than 
a  respectful  manner,  and  he  snould  be  convinced 
of  that  fact,  they  should  not  find  in  him  now  an 
adrocate,  nor  should  he  have  been  so  lost  to  the 
respect  due  to  himself  as  to  have  presented  their 
memorial.  In  truth,  be  considered  himself  some- 
what implicated  in  this  business ;  for,  certainly,  if 
he  bad  been  the  instrument  through  which  an  in- 
sult had  been  ofiered  to  this  Honse,  he  should  ac- 
knowled^  himself  to  be  greatly  culpable.  I  claim, 
then,  said  be,  a  free  inquiry  into  this  matter.  I 
have  a  right  to  call  on  the  ctMDHUttee  to  point 
out  diatinmy  th«  features  in  the  Richmond  mxmiy 
nal  which  shall  be  esteemed  offensive.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  my  constituents  have  presented 
themselves  before  you  as  humble  suppliants — that 
their  language  is  that  of  base  maiials— .that  they 
have  appeared  at  your  door  covered  in  sackcloth, 
and  trembling  in  your  presence.  No,  sir;  they 
have  spoken  as  becomes  freemen.  They  have  ex- 
ercised a  Constitutional  right  in  a  oianly  manner. 
They  have  addressed  you,  with  reasons  potent  and 
strong,  against  the  adoption  of  a  destructive  pol- 
icy. They  have  approached  you,  not  as  their  mas- 
ters, but  as  the  servants  of  the  people,  on  subjects 
of  deep  interest  and  high  moment-  The  commit- 
tee, in  tbmt  report,  have  not  ventured  to  deny  to 
than  the  use  of  manly  language  in  addressing  this 
House.  Unices  I  am  groedy  deceived  in  the  char- 
acter of  theehainnan  of  the  committee,  he  would 
be  among  the  last  to  narrow  dovn  the  right  of 
petition  to  a  mere  sycophantic  appeal,  couched  in 
language  humiliating  and  dishonorable;  a  lan- 
guage the  offering  of  hypocrisy,  and  discreditable 
even  to  slaves.  If,  then,  it  b«  admitted  to  be  the 
right  of  the  people  to  speak  forth  their  sentiments, 
and  to  speak  them  boldly  forth,  I  pronounce  that 
thae  is  nothing  in  the  Richmond  memorial  in  the 
slightest  degree  ofiensive. 

The  committee  have  selected  Imt  one  sentence 
firom  the  mnnornU,  as  oflfensive;  and,  until  come 
other  be  pointed  out,  I  have  a  right  to  conclude 
that  it,  and  it  only,  can  be  objected  to.  [Here  Mr. 
T.  read  the  sentence  from  the  report.]  Now,  sir, 
said  he,  there  is  but  one  substantive  allegation  in 
the  ventence,  riz :  that  the  advocates  of  manu- 
factures may  be  considered  more  the  enemies  of 
commerce  than  the  friends  to  the  system  which 
diey  support.  He  asked,  in  what  was  this  offen- 
nve?  It  is  speaking  what  the  memorialists  be- 
lieve to  be  the  truth }  not  that  the  advocates  of 
leth  CoH.  2d  Sc8a.~S3 


manofaetures  had  declared  their  enmity  to  com* 
merc^  This  is  the  first  report,  I  believe,  widi 
which  the  committee  had  favored  us,  and,  there- 
fore its  views  were  not  made  known  to  the  nation. 
They  left  themselves  to  be  judged  of  by  Lhe  fruit 
which  they  produced,  and  I  feef  myself  at  libmy 
to  declare  in  my  place,  that  their  measures  can  be 
considered  in  no  other  light  than  as  inimical  to 
commerce.  This  is  not  a  new  proposition.  It  was 
the  basis  of  our  arguments  against  the  bills  re- 
ported at  the  last  8esai<}n— we  proclaimed  that  you 
were  aiming  a  destructive  blowat  two  of  the  great 
interests  in  this  community,  its  agriculture  and  its 
trade.  What  did  you  want  with  high  duties,  but 
to  give  the  home  manufoctures  the  home  market; 
and,  when  the  dcBtruction  of  trade  would  follow 
as  a  necessary  eonsequenc&  bow,  let  me  ask,  can 
you  tak&  on  yourselves  to  be  offended,  when  yon 
are  told  in  plain  terms  of  the  eonsequences  likdy 
to  fiow  from  your  measures?  This  language  I 
have  held  to  you  before,  and  you  did  not  esteem  it 
offensive ;  I  again,  here  in  my  place  repeat  it,  and 
I  feel  assured  that  no  one  will  be  fastidious  enough 
to  consider  it  insuhing. 

I  Let  me  simplify  the  case.  You  and  myself  dif- 
1  fer  in  opinion  on  a  particular  subject ;  you  avow 
a  disposition  friendly  to  a  certain  interest,  and  re- 
solve on  the  adoption  of  a  course  of  policy,  destruO' 
tive,  in  my  mind,  to  some  other  interest;  shall  I 
not  be  permitted  to  say  to  you  in  the  language  of 
friendship  or  remoistranee,  beware  lest  you  deceive 
yourself— ^f  you  ad6pt  this  policy,  ytn  will  be 
viewed  as  the  enemy  to  the  intercet,  which,  ae- 
cording  to  yourdeclarations,  you woidd  not  destroy. 
This  is  all  that  the  sentence  quoted  from  the  Rich- 
mond memorial  can  be  construed  to  mean,  and  in 
it  1  can  see  no  offence.  Why  should  gentlemen 
be  so  sensitive  on  this  subject  ?  Dues  it  become 
the  Legislature  of  this  nation  to  hnnt  through 
every  clause  of  a  memorial  for  the  purpose  of  cuU- 
iog  out  a  sentence  or  a  monosyllable  which  may 
contain  some  hidden  offence  ?  My  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  liberality  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, creates  with  me  innpressible  astonish- 
ment at  the  strictures  he  has  indulged  in  on  this 
occasion.  These  strictures  cannot  nave  been  in- 
tended in  the  wlude  of  them,  for  the  Richmond 
memorial.  I  am  authorised  to  say  they  have  not 
arisen  oo  mueh  from  that  as  frun  the.  Belfast  me> 
moriaL  The  report  itself  teaches  me  to  draw  this 
conclusion.  The  committee  complain  of  the  acta 
of  the  last  session  being  imputed  to  an  individual, 
and  not  to  the  House.  Now  there  is  no  imputa- 
tion of  this  sort  in  the  memorial  whidi  I  jvesented, 
and  th^  representation  of  the  bills  reported  at  the 
last  session,  "  as  a  piece  of  State  machinery,"  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Bel&st  memorial.  I  do  not  feel 
myself  bound  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Belfast ;  they  are  represented  on  this  floor, 
and  it  belongs  to  their  representative,  if  he  thinks 
l»oper  to  do  so,  to  vindicate  them  from  the  stric- 
tures of  the  report.  But  I  do  regret  that  the  com- 
mittee should  so  have  connected  their  anathemas 
with  the  interpolation  from  the  Richmond  memo- 
rial, as  to  have  given  rise  to  the  belief  that  it  con- 
tained the  greatest  and  most  crying  ofienee.  I 
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trust  I  have  lueceeded  in  showiiig  that  nooe  was 
ofiered  from  that  qoarter,  and  that  none  exj^. 

Bat  the  committee  insist  that  by  that  memorial 
ikw  hare  been  misrepfesmted  in  regard  to  a  ftet. 
ana  that  the  statement  in  the  memorial  that  a  bill 
was  reported  to  repeal  the  drawback  systtsn  is  not 
true.  I  readily  admit  that  the  memorialists  hare 
fallen  into  error  on  this  subject,  but  I  utterly  deny 
that  any  propriety  exists  in  the  terms  used  by  the 
oororoinee  in  reference  to  this  error.  The  report 
represents  this  fear  of  a  repeal  of  the  drawback 
antem  as  being  a  mere  phantom  orieinating  "  in 
we  fears  and  ignorance  of  ^ose  wno  raise  iL" 
These  are  strong  terms,  and  the  committee  ought 
to  hare  been  certain  that  they  were  justifiable  in 
Aeir  use.  But  whUe  they  ase  pleased  to  reprobate 
a  mistake  made  by  others  in  terms  of  great  serer- 

5, 1  wkdnrtaks  tosayandtoproTe^ttheTtfaflm- 
ret  b«n  &Uen  tntoa  manifat  cnor.  The  ftu 
Dn  the  subject  of  drawbacks  is  not  a  mere  {rimntom 
existing  in  timidity  and  ignorance,  hot  it  has  '*a 
local  habitation  and  a  oame,*'  girea  it  by  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  rerr  hall.  The  DropriMy  of  re- 
pealing the  drawback  system  has  oeen  submitted 
to  this  House  for  eonsideiatioii.  A  resoluticw  was 
iwUoduced  at  the  last  session,  and  is  tmhodied  in 
your  jotsnals,  by  a  member  from  Keatacky,  who 
u  now  near  me,  (Mr.  Tamau,)  directing  an  in- 
q«iry  into  the  expediency  of  that  measare.  It  is 
not  a  mere  irfiantom  then  arising  from  ignorance, 
hut  is  a  reality  which,  considering  the  respectable 
•ource  from  which  it  came,  was  deserrii^  of  in- 
quiry the  inrt  of  the  public.  That  it  was  de- 
serriiw  of  inrestigatioa  by  the  people,  will  readily 
hs  deaueed  from  the  laoouage  or  Uie  report,  for 
it  is  acknowledged  that,  W  a  hill  been  reported 
to  the  House  jproposing  the  repeal,  it  would  hare 
justly  called  lorta  an  uniTeml  batst  of  indigna- 
dm.  I  lean  it  to  the  committee  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentoeky  to  deteiaiine  vHuther  in  truth 
it  be  a  measure  of  such  a  character  as  to  merit  the 
indiffnation  of  the  public.  If  the  word  "  resolu- 
tion" had  been  used  instead  of  "  bill"  in  the  me- 
morial, the  eeBtoaee  would  haTe  been  as  pufeet, 
aad  the  refcrmoe  eqoally  strong ;  and  I  sunait  to 
tbe  House  to  decide  whether  a  mistake  in  the  vae 
of  a  word,  called  for  the  reproaches  and  svrere 
strictures  which  hare  been  indulged  in  oa  this  oo> 
easion.  The  coauuittee  will  pardon  me  foe  sav- 
ing that  they  have  let  go  thesnostanceand  cat^nt 
at  the  shadow.  If  they  had  attended  to  the  obieet 
of  the  memorial  aad  not  its  ^iraaeology,  tney 
would  hare  seen  that  its  object  was  to  delsat  anr 
mcasor^  whether  a  UuU  or  a  reeolntioa,  whicn 
aught  be  intended  to  rqieal  the  drawback  system. 
It  was  aJegitimats  oMMt,  and  although  the  com- 
mittee have  aUared  aU  intention  of  acting  on  the 
subject,  yet  I  think  that,  without  any  disparagn- 
ment  to  themselTea,  they  might  have  done  so  in 
language  more  temperate.  It  is  insinuated  that 
Uie  mistake  into  whitm  the  memorialists  hare  fallen, 
was  wilful,  and  with  a  view  to  misrepresentatmn. 
Now,  sir,  I  hare  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  reason- 
aUeness  of  this  insinuation,  so  far  as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Richmond  were  concerned.  Wlut  otuect 
was  to  be  effected  by  it?  Was  it  with  the  Tiew 


of  obtaining  signabucs  to  the  meaaorial  ?  The 
committee  must  nave  known  that  such  an  objeet 
would  have  been  preposterous  and'  idle.  They  re- 
quired no  artificial  aid,  no  phantom  to  unite  than 
against  the  increase  of  doties.  The  SUnith  is  al- 
ready united  on  this  subject,  and  the  opposition  is 
Iev^d«n  all  hands  against  the  proposed  alteration 
in  the  tariff.  There  wa^  then,  no  object  lo  he 
accomplished,  and  it  is  a  forced  and  an  nniosti- 
fiable  mference  that  the  mistake  ctHnmitteo  was 
intentionally  committed.  A  decent  reject,  thea, 
foe  the  feelings  of  others  should  hare  leR  the  com- 
mittee to  the  use  of  milder  language  'than  that 
which  they  haTe  employed. 

The  committee  suggest  that  iht  right  of  peiidon 
wiU  be  brought  into  oisrepute  if  the  Heose  was  to 
sanction  the  tanguase  ased  in  the  memwial.  I 
haTe  shown  to  yon  that  there  ia  wAaiig  oftnsiTe 
in  Ae  memorial  nhkk  I  preMnted ;  and  while 
lh«  cMnmittec  avow  thenwdves  friendly  to  the 
right  of  petition,  I  ask,  if  this  report  is  not  edcn- 
lated  10  destroT  die  exercise  of  that  right?  WiH 
the  people  of  tnis  country  eondeecend  to  appraedh 
you,  if  they  are  to  anlyeet  ibemselTeB  to  yonr  ««• 
proaches  9  WHl  tber  be  so  lost  to  themaelTes  aa 
to  address  you  on  subjects  of  great  national  eoa- 
oera,  when  th«yare  liable  to  be  scouted  at  as  timid 
and  ignorant?  No,  beUere  me.  They  wHl  not  It 
does  not  comport  with  their  character,  nor  the 
principleB  of  dus  Qoremmcnt  They  hare  a  right 
to  speak  to  you  in  the  language  of  authority.  Who 
are  you,  that  yon  should  thus  derate  yoursdrrs 
abore  them  ?  Ate  you  any  more  thafi  their  ser- 
vants ?  If  you  be,  sir,  yon  hare  uadergone  a 
sunnge  metamoridiosis  nnce  the  establishment  of 
this  Goremment. 

I  thank  the  House  for  its  attention  to  me.  I 
have  no  pvopoaition  in  r^rd  to  the  report  now 
to  submit.  My  object  has  heea  accomplished. 
My  remarks  wilt  ^  forth  to  die  nation,  and,  I 
trust,  will  be  sufficient  to  rdiere  my  constitnento 
from  anr  odium  to  which  they  may  bare  been 
subjeet«d ;  and  any  disposition  which  the  Honse 
may  gire  to  the  report  will  be  satisfactory  to  me. 

Mr.  Balowin  replied,  and  defended  the  report 
of  the  committee,  m  snhstance  as  follows :  He 
FSfeiTed  to  the  lan|[Uage  of  the  memories  on  the 
sabjeet,  and  the  imputations  on  the  motireB  of 
those  who  flupporled  the  system  of  protection  ladi 
session,  as  well  as  to  facts  which  these  memorials 
fijsely  alleged,  to  show  that  the  language  of  the 
report  was  justifiaUe ;  that  it  was  strong  but  not 
rade,  uid  might  wiA  justice  hare  been  stronger; 
that  it  said  no  more  than  that  the  nnfonnded  atte> 
gationa  of  the  nonorialiats  weie  OBlnR.  -BCr.  B. 
was  partionlarlf  aorry  AaU  «EoentiDnable  ramnrki 
ware  inaeited  m  the  Richnmad  memoriBl,  inna- 
mnch  aa  it  was  tbe  <aly  «ne  of  all  those  opfMsed 
to  the  tariff  which  expressed  a  wilUogness  that 
any  thing  at  all  should  be  done  for  manuiactuna^ 
ana  vras,  therefore,  characterized  br  a  mipeiiar 
degree  of  liberality.  He  admitted  the  full  tight 
in  the  people  to  speak  Iredy  of  the  teadeney  of  cbe 
measures  of  Congress,  but  not  to  come  forward 
and  cha^  the  House  with  what  was  not  true ; 
Aat  the  tariff  biUs  contained  no  fHrortsHm  l»  the 
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abolition  of  drawbacks  was  obvious  to  erety  one 
who  bad  read  them,  and  therefore  the  petiticmers 
had  certainly  asserted  what  was  untrue.  The 
only  proposition  relative  to  drawbacks  was  made 
in  the  roolutions  of  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Tbimble,)  which  were  never  called  up  for 
consideration.  These  unfounded  reports  had  oeen 
in  circulation  a  rear,  uscontradietea  in  any  man- 
ner which  would  counteract  them;  and  it  wastiie 
object  of  the  report  to  simply  perform  this  du^, 
UM  disabuse  the  pabiio  on  the  sabiect,  Ac. 

Mr.  Ttub  rejmned,  snfasinntiaUy,  that,  to  cor- 
net any  enox  in  wbieh  a  portion  of  Ihe  feofkt 
maf  hare  fallen,  it  was  n^  Mcassary  to  denooaee 
tbem  as  timid  asd  inorant. 

Mr.  KiNSLiT,  of  Maine,  ofiMcd  a  few  renarks, 
intended^  as  the  reporter  understood,  not  faearinff 
him  disuoctly,  to  defend  the  memorialists  of  Bel- 
last,  in  Maine,  from  intentional  misrefHresentation 
of  the  views  of  the  supporters  of  the  new  tariff. 
If  they  had  supposed  that  the  proposition  to  abol- 
ish drawbacks  was  passed  at  the  last  session,  tbeir 
distance  from  the  Seat  of  Qovemmoit,  and  a  reli- 
anee  upon  iaeorreet  channds  of  iofiHmation,  might 
be  ixesnmed  to  have  caused  the  misaK>rebension ; 
•DO,  at  any  rate,  the  mistake,  he  conceived,  was 
not  worthy  of  thts  long  and  labored  report  from 
die  Committee  of  Manufactures,  or  the  severity  of 
language  which  it  applied  to  them.  He  could  not 
coBceive  whv  the  committee  had  selected  fromall 
the  memoriau  on  the  subject  two  from  such  distant 
and  almost  extreme  points  as  Richmond  and  Bel- 
fhst  for  their  animadversion. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  few 
observations  ia  explanation  of  the  resolutions 
which  he  offered  at  the  last  session  relative  to  the 
cash  payment  of  duties,  and  to  the  repeal  of  the 
duties  on  drawbacks.  When  he  moved  those 
resolutions,  be  was  not  prepared  to  say  the  draw- 
back system  ought  to  be  abolished,  though  there 
were  petitions  Uiea  before  tiie  House  from  some 
parts  of  the  coontrjr  praying  Congress  to  repeal 
the  system.  His  object  was  inquiry  only,  and  he 
liroo^t  forward  the  resolutions  that  the  whole 
•object  night  be  before  the  House.  He  might 
say,  however,  that  such  a  repeal  was  not  sustained 
idone  by  the  petitions  to  which  he  referred,  but  it 
was  supported  by  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  first  of 
men  and  of  patriots  in  this  country  or  in  the 
world,  he  meant  Thomas  Jeffwson.  In  a  letter 
to  a  friend  here,  which  Mr.  T.  had  perused  soon 
after  he  o^ed  bis  resolution,  that  sreat  statesman 
bad  pointedly  suggested  the  expediency  of  abol- 
ishing the  whole  drawback  system.  Mr.  T.  said 
for  what  he  had  done  he  should  not  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  appeal  to  the  authority  of  any  man,  and 
he  ahonld  not,  therefore,  have  adverted  to  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  J^erson,  dtserviog  as  it  was  of 
ivq>ecti  but  that  his  proposition  on  the  subject  of 
drawbacks  had  been  treated  rather  cavalierly  by 
those  who  fasd  thought  proper  to  animadvert  on  it. 

Mr.  SwBARWGEN  moved  that  the  report  and ' 
resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  be 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Baldwis,  in  reidy  to  Mr.  KtNaLET,  ob- 
aerred  that  the  reBson  why  the  committee  hid  se- 
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lectad  the  memorials  of  Richmond  and  Belfast 
was,  that  they  only  contained  exceptionable  and 
improper  remarks  on  the  friends  of  the  tariff  bills. 
He  had  no  objection  to  laying  the  report  on  the 
table,  as  its  ol^eet  was  merely,  as  he  said  before^ 
tD  correct  the  misstatements  which  had  gone 
abroad  on  the  subject. 

The  report  and  residutions  were  then  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  December  18. 
A  new  nkember,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
Aamw  Hobabt,  elected  to  suu^  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  oT  Zabdiel  Samp- 
son, appeared  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

DEATH  OP  MR.  HAZARD. 

Mr.  Bddt,  of  Rhode  Island,  rose,  and  briefly 
auBoaneed  to  the  House  the  decease,  on  yesterday, 
of  Natbakibl  Hazard,  Esq.,  a  member  of  this 
House  from  the  State  or  Rhode  Island. 

Whereupon,  en  Jtnotion  of  Mr.  E.j  resolutions 
were  luammously  adopted,  expressive  of  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House  on  this  occasion  ;  resolving  to 
atiend  the  fun«al,  this  day,  at  two  o'clock ;  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  stqmintend  the  same; 
and  resolving,  also,  as  b  testimony  of  re^fiect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  to  go  into  mourning, 
and  wear  a  l^lnck  crape  roond  die  left  arm  wt 
thirty  days. 

Messrs.  Ebdit,  Mortoh,  Rdss,  Bbaw,  MalLA- 
Bv^  AncoEB  of  Marylan<^  and  Cookb,  woe  ap- 
pomted  a  committee  accordingly }  and  the  House 
a^oarned. 


Tdbbday,  December  19. 
Mr.  W1C41IAJIB,  of  North  Carolina,  fn>m  the 
CoauutteeoC  Claims,  made  a  report  oa  peti* 
tioB  -at  Joseph  MeNol.  accompanied  with  a  Ull 
for  his  relitf ;  which  bUL  ms  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Conuuittee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  FRCSinjuiT  ot 
THE  United  Statbb  as  follows : 
7b  Me  Anm  o/B^naeniatimt/ 

In  compliuce  with  •  resolutinn  of  the  House  of 
R«preMotatiTes  or  the  Slat  November  last,  sequsstiag 
the  Prsudcni  to  \mj  before  the  Hoase  informwon  re* 
Uting  to  the  progresi  and  expenditares  of  the  Commis- 
sioners under  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  eeveDtfi  articles 
the  Tjm^  sf  Ghent,  I  now  tranamit  a  wport  from  the 
aecsstwy  of  aiat^  with  doeameiiU,  coataining  all  the 
iofornastoa  io  the  poassssiea  of  that  DepartOMUt,  re. 
uested  by  the  rsaotntiDn. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wasbibstob,  Dee.  14,  ino. 
The  Message  was  read,  and,  with  the  accom- 
paaving  docimients,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  inforraa- 
I  tion  in  relation  to  the  horses  furnished  bv  the 
mounted  men  in  the  war  with  the  Seminole  In- 
dians ;  as  also,  in  relation  to  the  rules  prescribed 
for  compensating  said  men,  not  ej^icable  to  all 
other  troc^  of  ue  same  description,  fumidied  in 
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obedience  to  the  resoluticn  of  the  18th  uutaoi ; 
which  vas  read,  uid  refened  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of  the  set- 
tlements upon  the  Pacific  Oceao^  end  the  expedi- 
ency of  occupying  the  Columbia  river.  Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Metcalfe,  and  Mr.  Sweabihobn,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Flovd  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which,  under  the  rule,  will  lie  on  the  table  for  con- 
aideration  until  to-morrow. 

Retohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War  be  required  to  lay  before  ibia  Hodh  a  statement 
•f  the  nomber  and  aitaatiw  of  the  militarj  posts  in 
the  United  States  at  this  time;  together  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  army ;  designating  the  number  of  men, 
alto,  the  number  and  rank  of  the  officers  at  each  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  investi^te  the  afiairs  of  the  Post 
Omce  Department,  with  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papen,  and  Messn.  Pbelpb,  Aboheb,  of  Vir^ 
ginia,  ColpepeBj  ALLan,  of  New  York,  and  Ho- 
BART,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Monbll,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instmcted  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what,  regulations  can  be 
adopted,  consistent  with  the  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, whereby  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  who 
have  not  received  their  bounty  lands,  can  be  bet- 
ter provided  for  than  under  existing  laws. 

Mr.  EosTis  submitted  the  following  joint  reso- 
liUion,  viz : 

Reaotvtd,  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Beprttenta- 
tioea  of  tkt  United  Statea  of  America  in  Congress 
aaummtd,  and  it  i$  herdtjf  declared.  That,  on  the 

 day  of '  ■  next  enanhig,  the  Bute  of  Mis- 

Mvri  shall  be  admiitad  into  the  UnioB  npoo  an 
•qnal  liiotinff  with  the  original  Statea  in  all  raspacta 
iriwtaoam:  iVvajA^  That  ao  mnehof  the  S6th  aae* 
tion  of  the  3d  article  in  the  conatitutioa  of  said  State, 
presented  to  Congreas  at  the  pretant  aesaioD,  as  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  auch  laws  as 
shall  be  neceaaary  '*  to  prevent  free  negroea  and  mu- 
lattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  this  State,  un- 
der any  pretext  whatsoeTer,"  shall,  on  or  before  that 
day,  be  expunged  therefrom. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Baldwih  submitted  the  following  joint  re- 
solution, viz : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Reprtsen- 
taiitu  of  the  United  Staiet  of  America  in  Cmgrtu 
tmemb&k  That  the  Prendaiit  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  Houae  of  Bqnawntativaa  shall  be  an- 
tiborixed  to  adjourn  the  reapective  Hooaoa  from  Friday 
the  23d  da;  of  December,  18S0,  to  Tneaday  the  Sd  of 
January,  1821. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  TccKEK,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which,  under  the  rule,  will  lie  on 
die  table  for  consideration  until  to-morrow. 

1.  Reaohed,  That  the  BecreUry  of  the  Treasury  be 
hutructed  to  prepare,  and  laj  before  this  House,  a 
atatement  showing  the  number  and  tonnaga  of  tte 
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Anerieaa  and  Britidi  veasals'  iriiieh  have  deared  ftoaa 
the  porta  of  the  United  Statea  for  any  port  In  the 
Wast  lodies,  the  Bahama  Islanda,  and  Bermuda,  in 
the  years  1819,  1817,  1818,  1819,  and  1820.  diatin- 
tingnisbing,  in  the  last  year,  those  which  have  cleti- 
ed  before  the  30th  day  of  September,  and  thoaeLwhiA 
have  cleared  since  that  date. 

2.  Reiolved,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instmcted  to  stale  to  this  House,  aa  far  as  he  baa  in- 
fonaation,  the  number  and  tonnage  of  the  French 
ahipa  which  have  arrived,  and  are  expected  to  arrive, 
in  the  couree  of  the  prrient  year,  in  the  river  Saint 
Mary  V  since  the  lat  of  Jul;  laat;  whether  their  car- 
goes are  intended  for  the  consamplion  of  the  United 
Statea,  and  to  be  introduced  within  the  territoriea  of 
the  same,  in  evasion  of  the  revenue  laws ;  and  what 
further  provision  he  deems  necessary  to  be  made  by 
law  for  the  more  effectual  coUeetion  of  the  ravanne 
on  the  Soulbero  frontier. 

BALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Merger  submitted  for  consideration  th« 
following  resolation: 

Setohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  BuUd- 
inga  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  practicabDity  of 
making  auch  alterations  in  the  present  structure  of  the 
Hall  of  the  Houae  of  BepresenUtivea,  as  ibalt  betUr 
adapt  it  to  the  purposes  of  a  deliberative  assembly ; 
and,  if  no  auch  alteration  can  be  efibcled,  to  ascertaui 
whether  it  b«  practicable  to  provide  a  suitable  Hall  in 
the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  M.  briefly  explained  his  object  in  offering  ■ 
this  resolve,  which,  it  would  be  observed,  pro- 
posed an  inquiry  merely.  It  was,  he  said,  utterly 
impossible,  as  every  gentleman's  experience  must 
have  taught  him,  to  hear  more  than  one  half  of 
the  memhers  who  addressed  the  House,  without 
dunging  one's  seat  for  the  purpose.  For  one,  he 
declared,  that,  owing  to  this  circumstance,  he  felt 
himself  utterly  incapable  of  discharging  the  duty 
impowd  on  htm  by  his  constituents.  He  had,  he 
»aia,  in  anticipation  of  such  a  duty  as  he  now  pro- 

g)5ed  to  devoue  on  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
uildings,  made  it  his  business  to  examine  the 
centre  building.  He  had  satisfied  himself  that 
the  room  intended  for  the  Library,  simpler  in  is 
structure  than  the  present  Hall,  which  was  of  a 
ure  unfavorable  to  deliberation,  would  answer 
the  purposes  of  a  Representative  Chamber.  It 
would  be  a  room  larger  than  that  which  often  ac- 
commodates five  hundred  members  in  the  British 
House  of  Commons }  as  large  as  that  which  haa 
accommodated  a  more  numerous  hody^  in  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and  larger  than  that  which  is  occupied 
by  a  more  numerous  body  than  this  in  the  State 
of  Virginia. 

The  resolve  for  inquiry  was  adopted,  as  above 
stated,  but  not  without  opposing  voices. 

DANIEL  HcDUFF. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  McDuff,"  was  read  the  third  time ;  and 
on  the  question,  shall  it  pass  t  it  passed  In  the  af- 
firmative—yeas 72,  nays  70,  as  follows : 

YxAB— Messrs.  Allen  of  New  York.  Alien  of  Ten- 
nessea,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Beecher,  Bryan,  BuUerof  New 
Hampshire,  Cannon,  Codce,  Crawford,  Crowd),  Cul- 
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krvth,  CvAaut  CdIUmt^  DuUngton,  DmbImii, 
Bule,  Fay,  PMiar,  Ford^  Oaraett,  Gorinm,  Qtom  of 
If«w  Tork>  GroM  of  Penoajrlvanik  Qajoa,  Usdklay, 
Hallof  Ddawan,  Heodrielu.  HiBfhnaB.  Hill.  Hi»< 
tatler,  Jonn  of  TenaeMee,  KeDtlall,  Kant,  Kintey, 
Xioattj,  Little,  Lisedn,  Lowndu,  MeCreuj  Mc- 
Cullougb,  HallaiT,  Merc«r,  Mooall,  Mootgomeij,  8. 
Moore,  Neele,  Nelion  of  Massechiuette,  Nelwa  of 
ViiglM*,  Oventreet,  Ferker  of  Meesuhawtts,  Parker  of 
Vinfiuia,  Patleiaoo*  Pbileoti,  Piadtoey,  Rankin,  Reed, 
BobertPOD,  Rogera,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silabee,  Simp- 
kine,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Blaiyland,  Stofn,  Traiiy, 
Tneker  of  Virginia,  Taekar  of  Booth  Carottna,  Wal- 
ker, Waifietd,  and  Whitman. 

Nato— Means.  AUwt,  Adaau,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Ma— fhiieelli.  Anderson,  Arebecof  Marylend,  Baker, 
Barbenr,  Batenan,  Bayly,  Braih,  Bnnum,  Borwell, 
Case,  Cobbr  Crafts,  Oulpeper,  Dane,  Davidson, 
jDewtttf  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Conaecticnt,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Lloyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Faller.  Gray, 
Ball  of  New  York,  HaU  of  North  Carolina,  Harden, 
Hobart,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Lathrop, 
Iiinn,  Livermore,  Hsclay,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ken* 
tncky,  Msrcband,  MeecI^  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  T.  L. 
lloore,  Morton,  Man-ay,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Rbea,  Rich, 
Sicbaida,  Richmond,  Ross,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  A.  Smyth 
of  VicgtDis,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Strong 
«f  Vecmoni,  T.arr,  Temlinson,  Tompkins*  Tyler,  Up- 
Imid,  WondoTer,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
iNorth  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  comr 
mitted  the  bilLproricling  for  the preiavttioii and 
lepair  of  the  CimiberlKiid  road,  wve  dbcha^ed 
from  the  conuderatioa  thereof}  and  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  tin  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 


Wednesday,  December  20. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
hiU  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Mor^n  Brown,"  made  a  report  thereon, 
recommeodiDg  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  in- 
definitely. The  bill  and  report  were  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Lewis  H.  Guerlain,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for 
]us  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams 'also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Alexander  Milne,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mt.  WiLUAHS  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion  of  John  Rodriguez,  accompanied  with  a  biU 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bdwabm,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Rerolationary  Pensions,  reported 
m  bill  in  addition  to  the  sereral  aets  making  pro- 
Ttsion  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naral  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
BLerolutionary  war;  which  was  twice  read. 

[The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  provide  for  the  case 
of  persons  who,  owing  to  disability,  cannot  appear 
in  open  court  to  take  the  necessary  oaths.] 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose 
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of  being  printed  for  better  examination  before  it 
should  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  House  then 
proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolution  submit- 
ted by  him  yesterday,  projwuing  a  recen  of  both 
Houses  (tf  Congress  from  Friday,  the  22d  instant 
to  Tuesday,  the  2d  day  of  January. 

Mr.  Rbba  baring  expressed  his  wish  to  hear 
some  reasons  ht  this  propositioifc— 4Hit  no  debate 
thereon  ariaiDp— 

The  question  on  ordering  the  same  to  be  eiH 
grossed  for  a  third  reading,  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  decided  as  toUow^^or  the  en- 
grossment 42,  against  it  110. 

So  the  resolution  was  negatived. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  theresolatiiHii 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Tookbb,  of  Virginia; 
and,  the  same  bung  again  read,  were  agreedTto  1^ 
the  House. 

Mr.  Ross  submitted  the  following  resolation, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  for 
considoation : 

Raohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  re^aested  to  cause  to  be  laid  btfore  this  House  the 
names  of  all  persons  who  have  been  proeecated  and 
convicted  in  the  coorti  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  act  of  Congrees  pwed  the  I4tb  of  July,  1798,  en- 
titled "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entteJed  'An  aet 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  Uni- 
ted States  partionlariy  designating  hi  what  Stale* 
and  before  vraat  court  eonvloisd;  die  amoont  of  the 
fine,  together  with  the  tmm  of  imprisonmeat  tnflicfesd 
on  each  defendant ;  also,  the  amount  of  fines  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  by  whom ; 
the  amount  of  each  fines  as  may  have  been  collected 
by  the  officers  of  OoTernment,  and  which  have  nek 
yet  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  Iho  United  States ; 
the  time  when  collecled ;  also,  by  whom,  and  in» 
whom  collected. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolatiw 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Floyd  ;  and,  being 
again  read,  Mr.  Lathrop  moved  to  amend  the 
same,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words: 
"and  whether  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Armv 
bold  any  other  office  under  the  Ctoveniment,  ma, 
if  so,  with  what  salary  and  emoluments." 

And  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend,  it 
passed  in  the  afflnnatiTe. 

The  said  restdotion,  as  amended,  was  then 
agreed  to  as  foUows: 

JZesoAwd;  That  the  Soeietary  of  the  Department  of 
War  be  required  to  lay  hutan  this  House  a  statemsnk 
of  the  Dumber  and  situation  of  all  the  military  posU 
in  the  United  Statee  at  this  time;  together  with  tha 
distribution  of  the  Army,  designstmg  the  number  of 
men ;  also,  the  number  and  rank  of  the  officers  at  SAch 
place ;  and  whether  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Army 
hold  any  other  office  under  the  Oovenunent,  and,  if  sOh 
with  what  salaiy  and  emoluments. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotise 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Ellas  Parks,"  with  an  amend- 
ment, iML  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.  The  amendment  was  read,  and  conencni 
|n  by  the  House. 
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OHIO  AND  MICHIGAN  BOUffDAMr. 

The  House  then,  oa  motioit  of  Mr.  Siblet,  re- 
totved  i(ae)f  iBfto  a  Cmnmittee  of  the  Whol^  on 
the  nwlution  for  fixing  the  boondaTjr  line  betm«n 
Ohm  ud  Miefaign. 

(Thfii  KwliitioD  AeebtTCiL  thai  the  Mne  kmto- 
fiire  cawed  to  be  flarreifecl,  nti^ed.  ind  deii^ 
asMd,  firm  the  MMtbem  eiti«iiie  (rf  Like  Miefai- 

SiB,  doe  e«Bt,  in  immiaace  of  the  proTiston*  of 
e  act,  entitled  '^An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  ^les  to  ascertain  and  deiig- 
Mtc  eertaiit  faDUDdarice,"  passed  May  1^  1811^  so 
fhr  as  the  same  eitends  due  east  from  the  msfern 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  be  end  remain 
^e  estauiahfd  boundary  line  between  the  said 
Btate  of  Ohia  and  the  Territory  of  Michigan.) 

Bdr.  Robs,  of  Ohio,  moved  t»  strike  out  the 
vfaole  at  the  lescdution  after  the  word  "RcBC^ed^" 
on  the  ground  that  the  line  therein  proposed  u 
altogether  difiercnt  from  that  wlucb  has  been  es- 
tabb^d,  not  only  by  the  def<mptioB  of  bonnda- 
ries  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  Ohio>  bst 
also  in  substance  by  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  Che 
United  SUitea  authtwizing  the  formation  of  the  con- 
stitution of  that  Slate,  and  by  subsequent  sets  of 
Congreu.  In  saiqwrt  of  these  positions,  Mr.  R. 
entered  into  an  a^umeat  of  some  length.  He 
eontendedj  also,  ibr  the  right  of  Ohio  to  a  roice 
in  the  decision  of  this  question,  which,  by  this  re»* 
ohition,  it  was  not  nnqposed  to  tUaw  to  ner. 

Mr.  SiaLBT,  Delesate  from  Miohigan,  Mpoaed 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Roaa,  in  an  aivument  m  con- 
■derafale  length  and  detail,  oontending,  as  well  for 
tin  right  of  Congteas  to  setde  this  qaeatim  as  for 
#M  juBtfoe  and  ecpediney  of  estaUishiag  the  line 
aa  now  proposed. 

When  Mr.  8.  eonelbded,  the  Committee  rose, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LownoEa,  were  dischargea 
frtmi  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolfe,  and 
if  was  rcfened  to  the  Committee  on  the  PaUic 
Ubds. 


Thubsbiay,  December  21. 
DBATH  or  MR.  8L0CUMB. 

liittle  bo^ese  wa»  transacted  in  either  Hoa« 
of  Congress  to-day,  both  bodlee  hariog  t^oirmed 
at  an  early  hour,  to  make  arrtngoiKDla  to  attend 
4m  fUnenu  of  a  deeeaaed  membw  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and,  as  a  mart  of  tespeet,  usoal 
«k  mch  oeeaaioas. 

As  iotm  as  the  Joarnal  was  read  in  Ae  HoaK 
of  R^jreaentaiifes,  Mr.  Bmrn,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, rose,  and  announced  to  the  Hoine  the  de- 
cease of  Jbssb  8L00UK6,  Esq.,  a  member  from 
the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  end,  on  the  motion 
o(  Mr.  Shitb,  resolutions  were  thea  unanfmousty 
adopted  expressiTe  of  the  feelings  of  the  House  on 
this  occasion ;  resolring  to  attend  the  funeral,  this 
day,  at  three  o'clock— <^ipointing  a  committee  to 
mperineend  the  same—and  Ksdring,  also,  as  a 
taBtiwHiy  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased, to  go  into  moaming,  and  wear  a.  black 
inpu  raud  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Uessrs.  Smith,  of  North  Can^iw,  Bubtom, 


FianiB,  HoouL  Bbttlb,  Wnuain,  oi  NorA 
Carolma,  and  Davidsoii,  were  ^ipoiBted  the 
committee  of  arrangements. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shitr,  also,  it  was  resolvol 
that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  acquaint  the  Exec- 
Qtive  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  with  the 
Taeuey  occasioned  in  the  representation  from 
that  Btate  by  die  death  of  Mr.  BLoooin. 


Fridat,  December  22. 

Mr.  NnrroM,  from  the  Committee  on  Cob- 
merce,  reported  a  bill  to  a«tborixe  the  Presideat 
of  tlw  UnM  States  to  establish  a  port  of  entry 
in  the  district  of  Sandusky,  in  the  Btate  of  Ohio^ 
and  fbr  otiier  purposes;  iniieh  was  read  twiee^ 
send  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  diird  time 
to-morrow. 

The  SpEAKBa  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  an  "  organic 
zation  of  the  army,  as  proposed  under  the  resolur 
tion  of  the  House  of  itepresentatires  of  the  11th 
of  May,  1820,"  which  is  intended  as  a  substitute 
for  so  mvoh  of  table  A,  wbick  aceompanied  U> 
report  upon  the  redvetion  of  the  arrav,  aa  KlateB 
to  the  Mtaih  of  onaniniim ;  wlucn  wu  reai, 
and  rcArred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  A&in. 

Mr.  Tkact  submitted  the  fonowing  resoltitKm, 
which  was  read^  and  ordered  to  He  on  Uie  table 
one  4ay  ibr  consideration : 

Ketohei,  That  d»  8ccretety  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  bafl>ra  this  House  a  statement,  showing  the 
number  of  soldiers  reeniltad  fer  the  Mrvtee  m  the 
Arm^  of  the  United  StatM  dnriDg  the  year  1820,  io- 
dieatug  the  fund  out  of  which  the  expeoies  of  «ud 
recraiting  bare  been  pud ;  and,  if  say  unexpended 
balance  »f  a  fwrner  appropriation  baa  been  uaed,  in 
what  year  aaid  aHnopiistien  was  made. 

MILITARY  LAND  WAKRANTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Honse  thea 
reaolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oft 
the  bill  extending  the  time  for  loeatii^  Tirgnm 
military  land  warnwls. 

The  blank  for  the  term  of  extouicm  was  filM 
with  two  years  from  the  let  of  January,  18Sl,as4 
the  time  within  whidi  returns  may  be  made  mm 
fixed  at  four  years. 

And  the  bilt  being  further  uunded,  die  CiMBr 
mittee  rose  and  reported  the  stmie  to  the  Houset 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  eagreased  for  a  tfaira 
reading. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  DAULmOTOii  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  entided  An  act  to 
lessen  the  compensation  of  marshals,  clerks,  and 
attonMvs,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned."  Con- 
siderable discussion  took  jdace  on  the  subject  of 
the  bill  among  the  legal  gentlemen  of  the  Home, 
which  ended  in  the  Committee's  rismg  and  re- 
porting progiess.  The  Committee  were  then  di»* 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill; 
and  It  was  recommitted  to  a  adect  committee. 

The  Honse  thtfif  on  motion,  Mfjounied  to  Ti 
day  next. 
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The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  tetter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmittiDg  a  system 
of  fieldf  service  ana  police,  and  a  system  of  martial 
law  for  the  government  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  submitted  in  obedience  to  a  resolation 
of  the  House  of  Representatlres  of  the  United 
Stotesof lhe22dofDecember,1819}  which, with 
its  endosares^  wu,od  motion  of  Mr.  Pudibb,  re- 
ferred to  the  Military  Committee,  and  ordeiea  to 
be  printed. 

A  matBge  Sttaa  the  Senate  infbniMd  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'Aaaet 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreaentatiTes  of  Hary 
Willis,"  with  amendments }  in  whidb  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  MoNELL  submitted  tbe  foUowing  nwlntiea, 
vbich  was  read,  and  ordeied  to  lie  on  Aa  taUa 
flue  day  for  consideration : 

Betohei,  That  th«  President  of  ttie  United  8t«t«i 
be  reqawted  to  furnieh  this  Hoaa«  with  an  sccoont  of 
eompensation  to  eoansel  to  ttsiat  dittrict.  sttornvyi, 
and  jadge  adTocstM  m  their  oflhe,  fbr  die  Isst  eight 
yem,  and  to  whom  inch  eompemctioa  hu  been  mide. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  engrossed  bin, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  lor  locating 
Virginia  land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys 
thereon  to  the  Qenerai  Xland  Office,"  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Ceaunittee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  tDauthwiae 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  estaUish  a 

K:  of  mtry  in.  the  district  of  Sandusky,  ia  the 
ta  of  Ohio,  aad  fin  other  parpoaas,"  was  read 
Iba  Ihkd  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GooK  nAmitied  th«  /oUowins  KSolntioB, 
vydtwaa  read^and  ordered  to  lie  on  AetaHe 
one  tey  for  eoBstderation : 

Raolved,  That  tbe  Sechtary  of  War  be  dtracted  Id 
comnuDicate  to  this  Houm  a  stateaiMit  of  the  aoniber 
of  ioldian  of  the  lata  army  to  whom  wsTrants  hsTs 
been  iasoed  ibr  mitiury  boaoty  land ;  and,  also,  the 
whole  namber  of  aoldiers,  who,  fVom  the  date  of  their 
enliitiiietit,  and  bave  not  receii>ed  such  wamats,  will 
be  entitled  to  receive  aucb  bounty,  deaignating,  hi 
both  cases,  tbe  nombcr  of  double  and  aingls  bounties. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  rsBolution 
submitted  by  if  r.  Xraov  on  the  224  instant^  and 
the  same  bung  ae^in  read,  was  omoimred  in  by 
thejfaoae. 

COLONEL  JAMES  JOHNBOrf. 

The  SpfiAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  the  Semtary  of  War : 

Wak  DsvAaTSiam,  Dtc  S3,  ISMh 

S>a.:  Id  eomidiance  witb  a  reaolation  of  Ae  House 
of  Keprssentativea  of  the  Ist  of  December,  18S0,  di- 
recting Uiat  the  Secretary  ef  War  eommunicate  to 
that  UoBse  what  ntms  of  money  hare  been  sctDally 
paid  to  Uetonel  Jaiuea  Johnson,  on  account  of  ban*- 
pertatton  famisbed  the  expedition  ordered  up  tbe 
Missaail  rtrer ;  aad,  also,  wiiat  sous  have  been  paU 
him  ibr  deftntlon  ef  steaaboatt,  or  otter  incidents 
chargos,  and  the  ceases  ai  such  demtion;  whallMr 


say  diflereaeo  of  apinian  eiisled  between  die  Dspm. 
meot  of  War  and  the  said  C^onel  James  Jahasea, 
rebUiTe  to  tbe  valoe  ef  transportation  or  other  charges 
exbiUtad  by  him  against  the  United  States ;  rad  what 
evideoes  was  submitted  to  tbem,  on  wbteb  they  Ibraisi 
their  i^uioii — I  endosa  a  tetter  to  tbis  D^taitaent 
from  the  Quaitenaaster  General,  which,  with  the  doa> 
unenta  accanpaoyiog  it,  contains  the  informatioD  dW 
rected  to  be  communicated.  By  referense  to  tfie  u- 
port,  it  will  appear  that  a  diffflrence  of  opinlou  existed 
between  the  Department  and  the  contractor  in  rela- 
tion to  the  charges  of  tbe  latter;  and  that,  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  points  of  difference 
were  referred,  ss  was  Mated  in  the  report  of  this  De< 
partmeat  to  theHonae  Representatives  of  the  Sd  of 
Febmsiy  lasU  It  was  in  die  first  instance  detenninad 
to  bave  the  reference  at  or  near  to  St.  Loois ;  and 
OenersI  Rector,  of  that  place,  was  selected  wiA  ibst 
view,  on  the  part  of  Hit  (Tovemment,  and  Colonel 
Morrison,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  on  that  of  tbe  eon- 
tractor;  but,  on  application  on  tbe  pert  of  tbe  contrae- 
tor,  the  plaee  was  changed  to  this  city,  under  tbe  be> 
Kef  that  it  woub^be  ■  mutual  aooommedalioB,  anA 
fraUitate  the  altlnala  decision,  b  tbns  liiaais  ua» 
asssaiy  to  select  other  persoas,  and  Oossmodota  RoA* 
gers  was  chosen  sathe  referee  on  the  partof  tbe6oih 
emment,  and  Otnoral  JAn  Mason,  of  Cleorfotown, 
en  that  of  tbe  contractor;  sod,  with  tbe  assent  of  the 
parties,  tbe  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Binlas 
was  selected  as  ibe  umpire.  The  Atteraey  Gaoenl 
baring  declined  to  act,  the  arbitrators,  in  eoufonaity 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  select  Wiiter  Jene%  Esg.^. 
as  amiHie. 

The  statement  of  the  smount  which  has  been  psid 
to  tbe  contractor,  contains  not  only  the  amount  paid 
for  transporUtion  en  the  Miasoaii,  but  also  that  on 
tbe  MississipjiH  and  the  Ohio,  sad  oomprehenda  tfie 
sum  paid  to  faim  lor  transportation  performed  both  in 
1819  and  1830.  It  msy  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the 
expedition  (for  reasons  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Sd 
of  Felwnary,  already  referred  to)  not  being  completed 
in  the  Summer  and  Fall  of  1819,  as  was  expected  at 
the  time  of  fbnning  the  contract,  the  Department  i»o- 
posed  that  the  rate  of  transportation  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  movement  should  be  fixed,  as  both  tbe  con- 
tractor and  tbe  ChiTemmsnt  had  acquired  sndi  a 
knowledge  of  the  subject  as  to  enable  them  to  deter^ 
mine  what  ooght  to  be  allowed  with  some  degree  of 
certainty,  to  which  the  contractor  assented  ;  and  tbe 
rate  was  Axed  at  etght  cents  per  pound  to  th»  GonncS 
Bluflb. 

The  aceonnt  tbe  contrsetor  far  traasportstiofi, 
paitienlarly  fat  this  year,  Is  not  finally  adjtisiad ;  bat 
it  is  befieved  when  it  is,  Ae  account  wUl  be  flnmd  to 
be  nearly  balanced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  Jobs  W.  Tj.ti.ob, 

apeaker  of  the  House  of  Sepresentativea. 

On  motion  of  hir.  Gocxa,  ^  letter  and  its  h~ 
companiments  were  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a 
leot  committee.   Messrs.  Cocke,  MALLAJiy,OvsB- 
STRIBT,  and  Bbttlb,  wereappointed  by  theSpe^er 
te  be  the  eonmitUe. 

DEATH  OF  HR.  BURBILL. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  thea  oune  in  witt 
a  Btesnoe^annouBcinf  the  death  of  the  Hmiordbb 
Jambs  Bouill,  Jr.,  a  maaikK  of  that  body  tmi 
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that  his  fuoeral  would  uke  place  from  the  Senate 
Chamber,  at  half  past  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eddy,  it  was — 
Resolved,  unanimoudy,  That  this  House  will  at- 
tend the  fnoeral  of  the  Honorable  Jameb  Burrill, 
Jr.,  late  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  to-morrow,  at  half  past  ten  o'clock, 
A.  M. :  and,  as  a  testi  i:ony  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
pry  01  the  deceased,  will  go  into  mourning,  and 
wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 
The  House  then  adjourned  to  Thursday  next. 


TauReoAT,  December  38. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WiLLUMa,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  the  officers  of  the  army  a  salary  or  stated  sum 
of  money  per  year,  instead  of  the  pay^  and  emolu- 
ments as  now  allowed  by  law. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
an  estimate  of  the  appropriations  necessary  for  the 
sexTice  of  the  year  1821 ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Rich  gave  notice  that,  on  Tuesday  next,  in 
ease  he  should  be  able  to  obtain  the  floor,  he 
should  snbmit  a  proposition  for  instructing  a  pro- 
per'committee  to  inijuire  into  the  expediency  of 
iwohibitinj^,  pros pecti rely,  the  importation  of  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  malt  liquors,  and  sundry  manu- 
frctured  articles  which  come  most  in  competition 
with  domestic  fabrics. 

PUBLIC  LANDB. 

Mr.  Andersom,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  the  following  btU : 

B«  a  auuttd,  4«>i  That  no  lands  porehased  from 
the  United  States  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Julj 
Isst,  shall  be  considered  as  forfeited  to  the  OoreroaMot 
for  failure  in  completing  the  payment  thereon,  until 
the  31«t  day  of  December,  18S1 ;  ami  that  all  peuons 
indebted  to  the  Government  for  lands  shall  be  per* 
mittcdf  on  or  before  the  day  aforesaid,  to  surrender  to 
the  register  of  the  general  land  office  of  the  diatrict  in 
which  their  purchase  or  purchases  have  been  maile,  \ 
b^  half-quarter  sections,  or  legal  aubdivisioDs  of  frac- 
tional sections,  any  part  of  the  quantity  which  they 
n^ctively  boldt  ana  ^«  sums  which  such  peisona 
may  have  mud  on  the  land  so  uurendered  ahatl  be 
carried  to'  their  credit  on  the  quantity  retained  ;  the 
^Darter  aections  aod  fractions  shall  be  divided  for  the 
purpoae  of  aurrendering,  as  by  law  is  now  directed. 
No  interest  shall  be  charged  against  any  peraon  for 
mooeya  doe  and  unpaid  on  any  tract  surrendered  as 
aforeaaid,  or  on  any  tract  retained  and  paid  for  on 
or  before  the  said  Slat  day  of  December,  1831 ;  and 
m  complete  payment  being  made  for  any  tract, 
agreeably  to  the  prorisions  of  thU  act,  a  patent  shall 
ksne,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sic.  S.  And  btit  Jurther  enadtd.  That  all  persons 
indriited  to  the  Qoveroment  for  lands,  sfaallt  on  pay- 
ment in  cash  of  the  whole  purchase  money,  for  any 
tract,  on  or  beftue  tiie  SIst  day  of  December,  1821,  be 

allowed  a  deduction  of  per  cent,  on  the  original 

priee  at  which  their  lands  w««  pnrchaaed,  excluding 
latarest,  and  eoioputing  the  moneys  already  paid  as  a 
part  of  the  said  pBrchaes  money.  | 


Deqbmbh,  1830. 

II  '— 
s  8bc.  3.  And  be  itfwHter  tnaettd.  That  all  persona 
indebted  to  the  Government  for  lands,  and  who  ahall 
noU  on  or  before  the  3Ut  day  of  December,  18SI,hare 
I  maile  payment  therefor,  ahall  be  permitted  to  pay  the 

I  sums  by  them  respectively  due,  in  equal  annual 

I  instalments,  withoat  interest,  the  first  of  whtdi  shall 

t  be  payable  die  —  day  of  ;  and  a  foilnre  to  aiake 

payment  of  any  of  the  eforeaaid  instslments  at  the  time 
they  may  become  du^  shidi  deprive  the  peraon  so  foil- 
ing of  ell  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  seetfon. 
The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

MILITARY  PEAC£  B8TABLI8HHENT. 
Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported the  following  bill : 

Be  it  enacted,  ite.  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  May  next,  the  Military  Peace  Establiafament  of  the 
United  Statea  shall  consist  of  six  thoueaod  non-com- 
missfoned  officera,  musicians,  and  privates,  with  a  due 
proportion  of  field  and  company  officers,  according  to 
the  present  organisation  «  oompanies,  and  in  such 
proportioni  of  artUleir  and  infonlry  as  the  Ihre^eat 
of  the  United  Sutes  shall  direct;  snd,  that  the  oorps 
of  engineers,  u  at  present  estabUahed,  be  retained  m 
service. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Preaident  of 
the  United  States  cause  to  be  arranged  the  officen, 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
the  aereral  corps  of  troops  now  in  aervice,  in  auch 
manner  as  to  form  and  complete  the  coqis  to  be  re> 
tained  in  service  under  this  act,  consolidating  the  corps 
of  ordnance  and  the  corps  of  light  artiUeiy  with  the 
corps  of  artilleiy,  and  the  oorps  of  riflemen  wiUi  the  in- 
fontty,  and  cense  the  sapemonMraiy  oOoera,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  privates,  to  be  discharged  firem 
the  service. 

And  be  it  further  eruuted,  That  there  shall  be  one 
Brigadier  General,  with  one  Aid-de*Camp,one  Aaus- 
unt  Adjutant  General,  and  one  Assialant  InspedM 
Genersl ;  there  shall  aJse  be  one  Adjjntent  General, 
one  Quartermaster  General,  and  one  Judge  Advocate, 
each  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  of  a  Colonel 
of  Cavalry,  as  heretofore  prescribed  by  law.  There 
shall  also  be  a  Paymaster  General,  with  a  salary  as 
heretofore  fixed  by  law;  a  Commissary  General  of 
Purchases,  with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  and  one  Assistant  Comoiissaiy  General  of 
Purchases,  whose  compensatbn  shell  not  exceed  two 
and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  puUic  moneys  disbursed 
by  hun,  nor  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dtdlarsper  an- 
num ;  and  two  Military  Btorekeepeis,  to  be  compen- 
sated aa  heretofore;  one  Commissary  General  of  onb- 
aistence,  with  as  many  asNstsnts  as  die  service  maj 
require ;  one  Surgeon  General  with  a  salary  of  two 
thouaand  dollars  per  annum,  and  one  Apolheeaiy  Gen- 
eral, with  aaalary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be,  to 
each  regiment  of  infontry,  and  to  each  battalion  of 
artillery,  one  Adjutant,  one  Quartermaster,  and  one 
Paymaster*  one  Surgeon,  and  one  Assistant  Surgeon. 

And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  Topofraphkal 
Engineers  and  their  assistants  shall  be  discha^ed  from 
the  aervice  of  the  United  Statea. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Judge  Advocate 
shall  keep  an  office  in  the  City  of  Washington,  and, 
in  addition  to  the  duties  which  may  be  assigned  to  him 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  he  shall  keep  a 
I  record  of  all  tiiate  by  geMvaleeoits  martial,  and-nf^rt 
I  the  decisions. 
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bt  it  further  enacM  That  aU  offiosw  of  the 
army  whose  continuance  in  Bervic*  ii  not  provided  for 
bv  tioM  act,  ahall  be  diacharged  from  the  service  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  that,  to  eadi  commuamiad  offioai, 
who  ahalt  be  deranged  bj  virtaaof  thiaact,  there  ■hall 
be  paid,  io  addition  to  the  jamj  and  mnolumenU  to 
which  he  aball  ba  entitled  at  Ae  tim  of  hie  diaehaise, 
three  months  pay. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  F.  JoHKSon,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice,  that 
on  the  8th  day  of  January,  he  should  moTe  to  take 
np  for  consideration  the  bill,  reported  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  take  possession  of  East  and 
West  Florida.  He  had  been  reminded  of  it,  he 
said,  by  the  bill  reported  this  day  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Anairs,  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Army. 

6TATB  OP  THE  FINANCES. 

The  Sp&akeb  laid  before  the  House  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  explanatory  of  his 
report  of  the  first  instant,  upon  the  state  of  the 
finances;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

Tbbaidbk  DiPABTXBKT,  Dec.  21,  1820. 
Sib:  In  ooofonuity  with  the  pionaioiieof  the  dgbth 
■sction  of  the  act  of  lit  Hay,  1S30,  entitled  "An  aet 
in  additimi  to  the  eeweral  aeta  for  the  eataUiehnieat  and 
regnlatton'  of  the  Traunry,  War,  and  Ka.tj  Depart- 
ments." etatementa  are  annexed  to  the  estimataB,  of 
the  paUic  expenditure  for  the  year  IStl,  which  are 
herewith  transmittcdt  dunring— 
1.  That  the  peimaneot  appropriationai  and  tboee  for 
a  term  of  years  not  yet  expired,  amounted  to 

¥11,881,976  00 
%.  That,  of  the  aome  appropriated  for 
18^,  and  pnrioua  years,  it  is  eeti- 
mated  that  there  will  reiaaia  on  the 
books  of  the  Tieasniy,  oa  the  lat 
of  January,  1821  -  -  6,907,819  08 
9.  That  there  will  be,  on  that  day,  in 
the  bands  of  the  Treasurer,  as 
agent  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments   937,241  29 

4.  That  the  whole  amoant  of  unex- 
pended balances  of  appropriations 
subject  to  the  disposition  of  the 
Execative  Oorcrnment  dnring  the 
yeariesi,  isesUmatedat  -  -  rfiUfiW  9i 
6.  That,  «r  that  mm,  there  will  be  re- 
tired to  defray  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  1820,  or  neceeeary  to  ef- 
foet  the  objecu  for  which  the  seve- 
ral appropriatioos  were  made  -  3, 638,  M9  41 
6.  And  that  Uiere  will  remain  aoex< 
pended,aiid  not  neceeeary  to  effect 
the  oljeeU  for  wluch  the  several 
ai^KOpriatioas  were  made   -      -  4,S0S,300  91 

As  it  ta  ascertained  that  the  aam  of  $4,302,200  61, 
with  the  exception  of  $  1,960,437  67,  which  have  been 
deducted  from  the  estimates  of  the  War  DepartmwW 
for  18S1,  and  which  will  form  a  part  of  the  ezpeadi- 
tore  Of  tlutt  dspartment  dating  the  year,  wilt  not  be 
required,  if  that  ammrnt  ahoald  be  directed  to  be  car- 


ried to  the  account  of  the  surplai  ftind,  the  estimatwr 
for  the  year  1834,  and  the  balance  against  the  Treas* 
nry  on  die  first  day  of  that  year,  aa  presented  in  diis 
report,  .will  remain  to  be  provided  for. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  all  earns  which 
will  be  carried  to  the  accoant  of  the  sarphis  fiind  on 
the  31st  day  of  this  month,  are  not  comprehended  In 
any  of  the  foregoing  ■tatements. 

fnaccnracies  having  been  discovered  in  the  estimate 
of  the  probable  expenditure  of  the  year  1821,  presented 
in  the  annual  Tieasnry  report  of  the  lat  instaiit,  vesolt- 
ing,  principally,  from  the  difibrMit  manner  et  keeping 
the  vrariant  and  api«miation  acoonnts  in  the  Treas- 
ury, War,  and  Navy  Oepartmenti,  I  avail  mUK  of 
this  occasion  to  ewrect  thoee  ioaccuraeiei,  and  to  pre- 
sent the  amount  ot  the  deficiency  which  will  have  to 
be  provided  for  dnring  the  ensuing  year. 
The  receipto  into  the  Treasn^  during  the  year  1820, 

and  the  amoont  remaining  in  the  Treisory  on  the 

first  of  January  of  that  year,  were  estimated  in  the 

annual  report  it  -  -  -  -  $88,8>6,S44  08 
The  payments  from  the  Treasury  to 

the  30th  of  September  last,  amonnt> 

ed  to  16,806^13  80 

Which,  beinff  deducted  from  the  ag- 
gregate amount'above  stated,  leaves 

for  the  service  of  Um  4th  qusrter  -  6,417,830  83 
The  payments  made  in  the  4th  quar- 
ter, and  those  which  are  required  to 
complete  the  service  of  the  year 
1830,  are  as  follows : 
Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous, 
already  made  -  -  9476,930  OS 
And  to  be  made  -      -     930,293  81 

1,407,213  66 

Military  department, 

already  made  -      •      93,688  90 

And  to  be  made  -      -     666,164  61 


758,853  61 

Naval  department,  al- 
ready made   -      -   1,446,328  00 
And  to  be  made      -   1,110,000  00 


PaUie  debt,  paynenis 
already  made,  and  to 

be  made 


3,668,338  00 
-  4,600,000  00 


Making  the  aggregate  sum  of  - 


9,622,206  07 


.'^nd  leaving  a  balance  against  the 

To  avoid  complexity,  the  sums  estimated  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  complete  the  servioe  of  the  year  1830,  or  to 
effect  the  objecU  for  which  the  several  eppropriatioiis 
were  made,  are,  in  the  above  statement,  considered  a 
charge  upon  the  Treasury  dnring  the  fourth  quarter 
of  the  year  ;  althoogh  it  b  probable  that  a  portion  of 
those  sums  may  not  be  drawn  until  late  in  the  eneaing 
vMr,  and  possibly  a  small  part  not  before  the  year  1832. 
la  the  annual  report  no  sum  was  charged  upon  the 
fourth  quarter,  but  what  was  understood  would  be 
drawn. 
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tfaajMr  IMl,  pmenMuttha  uiBBd  nportaf  Hi* 

TMUIK7,  anounta  to  -  •  -  VlfliM^OOO  00 
The  astioiBta  of  the  pobUe  expaadi- 

tDN  fi>r  thKt  jear  ta  aa  foHowt : 
CWD,  diplomalie,  «nd 

■BkceUanaoiia  -      -  1,708.660  M* 
CiTUisBtt  tha  Indtana, 

radbldiaittnda      -     S0,3M  00 
IWatary  dapaitmant,  is- 

dnduBg  fnrtifiottiona, 

afdoanee,  ladiaa  da- 

partmat,  ravolatioB* 

wy  and  tnilHarr  pan- 

ncam,  wxauitgm*  mtt- 

itia,  anaaia  prior  to 

iha  lit  Jan'ty,  1817r 

and  tha  attm  of  fl,- 

860^37  fi7,wliichhM 

baan  daductad  from 

tiie  ealimatoft  and  is 

nol  iodaded  in  tbe 

above  balance  againtt 

tbe  Treaaary   -      -  6.708,010  18 
Naval  dapartmant,  ia- 

dnding  the  gradoal 

inereaae  of  tha  Navy  8.436,876  81 
PobUe  debt,  being  tha 

amouat  of  prioc^nl 

and  intereat  pajrtia 

in  tha  year  18S1      -  0,i77.776  76 

Amonnting  logathar  to     -  -  17,604,818  78 

Whkb  praaenta  an  exoew  of  axpandi- 


ton  beyond  the  receipt*,  of  - 
Which,  added  to  tbe  balance  aatima- 
ted  against  the  TreaiUiy  on  the  lit 
Jinairy,  1821,  of  -      -      -  - 


964,018  79 


4.204,404  24 


Leave*  to  be  provided  for  the  sam  of  6,468,483  03 
But  tbe  Secretary  of  tha  Navy  bai 

stated,  m  bis  letter  of  the  18th  inat, 

herewiUi  titnamitted,  that,  of  the 

appropriation  of  $1,000,000,  for  tha 
^  gradaal  increase  of  die  Navy,  not 

more  than  96OO.0O0  will  be  required 

in  18S1 ;  and  the  raridne  being  da- 

dootsd  OOO^OO*  80 


Will  leave  a  balanca  against  tfie  Trea- 
sary  of   


$4,668,483  30 


It  will  be  pereatved  that  this  balance  is  less  than 
that  presented  in  the  annnal  report  of  the  Treasnry, 
by  93,793,103  74;  which  amount  consiats.  Ist,  of  tbe 
mm  which,  it  bia  since  been  found,  will  nol  be  wanted 
iff  - Aa  naval  aervice ;  Snd,  of  baluicea  of  appropria- 
tions,  for  dvil  list  and  waa^anama  olgaelii,  wfcid^  it 
^paara  upon  subaaqvant  «Mmw»tiOD,  will  Mt  fa*  m- 
Mindi  3d,  ofaa  oseeuin  theealimalolB  thachBi«a 
tat  Ike  military  aenrioe,  xeanlliag  ftom  tha  diffaiwl 
moda  of  keeping  tha  wcrrani  and  ^ipropriatian  ae- 
esnntain  tbodifl*«Bt  departmenta;  and,  4th.  ef  the 
balaoca  in  tha  hands  of  the  Treaawar,  an  Iha  lat  of 
Jutoafy,  1 838,  aa  agent  <rf  the  War  DapHttownt,  which 
•■ght  to  hava  baan  dadaalad  fram  that  charge,  aa  it 
liad  alraady  baan  dntwa  from  tha  Tnumj, 

In  determining  tha  amonnt  ef  tha  loan  whicfc  wiH 


b«  aeeesaaiy  for  tft*  aarviaa  of  the  yaar  1831,  if  Aat 
■hall  ba  tha  «ily  moda  veaartad  to  for  meeting  the  de- 
ficiency, it  ia  proper  to  state  that,  ef  tbe  sum  now  in 
tha  Treasaiy,  there  are  upwards  of  $600,000  of  spa* 
eial  deposite,  whkh  cannot  be  available  during  tba 
yaar.  The  time  necessaTy  to  tramftr  the  revenue  col- 
leetad  in  the  Western  Stetas,  ai»d  in  those  bordering  en 
tba  Oulf  of  Mexieo,  beyond  what  b  eipanded  in  tfaoaa 
8«ala%  to  dm  pbeaa  i^eie  UwOl  ba  aipradid,  may  be 
estimated  llpM  an  an  average  at  riz  mentbi.  Oat- 
half  of  the  anms  eollseted  in  those  Statca  may.  there- 
fore, be  considered,  through  the  yeai;  as  in  a  aituatioa 
net  to  be  applicable  to  the  demandi  upon  the  Treasa- 
ry,  aa  it  will  ba  in  trandto  between  the  places  of  col- 
lection and  those  of  expenditure.  If  this  anaoont  be 
sUted  at  $000,000,  there  wiH  be,  through  the  year,  tb« 
aom  of  P!,SOO,000  which  eaanot  be  cooaidered  aa 
available. 

To  insore  the  prompt  diaehaige  of  aH  demands  opov 
the  Treasojy,  and  to  jdace  the  public  credit  beyond  tb* 
reach  of  accident,  the  snoi  of  $1,000,000  ought  to  re- 
main in  the  Treasury.  It  is  probable  that,  of  the  ap- 
propriations for  18S1,  nearly  that  amonnt  wilt  remain 
in  Iba  Treasury,  or  in  the  hands  of  tha  Treasurer,  aa 
agent,  at  the  end  ef  the  year.  But  it  ia  considered 
unsafe  to  trust  to  that  contingency.  It  ia,  ther^M*^ 
respectfully  submitted,  that  provision  be  made  for  ra}^ 
ing  the  sum  of  $7,000,000,  in  aid  of  the  funds  whieh 
it  is  estimated  will  be  received  into  the  Treasury  dor- 
iog  U>e  year  18S1.  If  that  amount  should  be  raised 
by  loan,  the  intoMst  of  the  debt  tiMi  created  witt  in- 
ereaae tbe  pobtte  ffrpenditnta,  and  render  the  amoaM 
propeaad  to  be  rawed  indiapensable. 
I  mBaia,  with  reepaet,  Ae. 

Wlf.  H.  CRAWFORDk 

The  Hen.  J.  W.  Taxmb, 

Speaker  Home  of  R^ftrtieHtaiuM*. 

TREATY  or  GHENT. 

On  mottoa  of  Mr.  Mallabt,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  coBsidefaUoK  of  the  report  of^thc 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  expeoaes  aUending  the 
execution  of  the  6th,  6ih,  ud  7th  arttclea  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  ma^  in  pomMBce  ct  a  reaota- 
tioQ  of  this  House. 

Some  coDTenatkm  look  place  as  to  what  com- 
mittee should  be  referred  the  examination  of  this 
subject.  Mr.  Mallarv  proposed  h  select  eom- 
mittee^notber  gentleman  proposed  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  Fweign  Rdatiooa,  Ac. 

In  the  coarse  of  the  craiTenatiofr— 

Mr.  Cobb  said  it  was  time  sooui  inqoiiy  should 
be  made  into  the  subject,  for,  from  ub  report,  it 
appeared  that  tbe  surrey  of  the  Northern  boundftry 
line,  under  these  articles  of  the  tnatjr,  was  likely 
to  coat  the  United  States  a  pretty  round  sum — 
having  already  cost  tbe  Go?ernmeot,  as  appeared 
by  thu  report,  only  a  hundred  and  ninety-fire 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Mallaby  uid  liis  object  was  to  have  an 
investigation  of  the  matter;  to  see  whether  the 
progress  of  the  commisaitHi  had  been  proportion- 
ate to  its  expenditure,  &A.  With  that  object  only 
in  view,  it  was  not  m&terial  to  him  wiiat  conr 
mittee  tne  subject  was  referred  to. 

Mr.  Foot  preferred  that  the  subject  should  ba 
referred  to  the  CoaimiUee  of  Foreign  Relatkmi^ 
with  whieh  it  had  an  evident  connexioa.  H« 
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telber  remarked  tbmt  it  oauM  not  be  cAjeeted  to  1 
itB  geiDC  to  dnt  eomminee,  that  diey  htd  befim  ! 
tWm  at  ipreeent  any  verr  important  boBtnets. 

The  snhjeot  was  fiualfy  referred  to  a  seleol  com- 
mittee; msd  Measn.  Mallakt,  LomiftEe,  Cam- 
mm,  HBKDRieKS,  and  IakooiMj  were  spfwiated 
•  oomnrittee  aceoardiitgly.' 

NOTES  IN  PAYMENT  OF  DUTIES. 

Bfr.  LownvKS  nAmitted  the  feUnring  rcaohi- 
lion: 

Memhtd,  Tbmt  tiu  Coamilln  of  Wm  wd  M««Ba 
ba  iMtmeltd  to  inqafra  inio  tba  eipaaieiuij  at  pro> 
Tiding  that  Ibe  Dotet  of  no  banks  by  wbkb  noUs  b«* 
law  tbo  anraoat  of  Sv«  doUar*  ara,  oa  anj  ba,  iwaed, 
Aatl  be  Ubn  in  moBoot  of  dttiw  or  dibte  to  Iba 
Government  of  tha  Unitod  Statm. 

In  iatrodoeiDg  the  rtnlutiod,  Mr.  L.  adrertcd 
tQ  the  vietoiHiMBs  itf  tha  currency  where  notet  for 
dt^hm  and  pms  of  dotlara  Mpply  the  place  of 
specie,  as,  where  saeh  sotea  are  ittued,  they  at- 
w*ya  witt.  He  spoke  also  of  the  eforts  made  ia 
some  of  the  States,  and  now  making  in  Virginia, 
to  banish  those  notes  from  eircnktion— ^efibrts 
wfaioh  were  always  rain,  so  long  as  aoch  notes 
were  issnid  by  netg^bormg  Btatca,  *«.  Ho  ma- 
thority  but  GoBcress^  ha  eooleBded,  was  eonqie- 
fcnt  to  correct  ue  evil  in  aoT  manner;  and,  the 
lAjpei  of  lua  icsolation  being  fat  inquiry  only,  he 
did  not  utieqiete  any  soond  obje«tion  to  its 
n^optioa. 

Mr.  SroiKe  anid  he  bad  no  decided  ebjeclion 
to  in^oiry  into  this  mbiect,  but  he  hoped  the  Hooas 
wonld  reflect  on  the  eneci  which  the  adoption  al 
*e  meamre  snggestcd  woidd  ha* e,  hi  pvin^  a 
weference  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Btttcs  over  those  of  alt  other  banks.  He  hoped 
that  the  Committae  of  Way*  and  Meaaa,  whoae 
information  on  sock  «al:f|eol6  was  so  exiensire, 
would  ctmniae  tiiia  ^oflBtioc  in  all  ka  bearingB, 
and  ]H«sent  their  Tiewa  «f  it  to  the  HooBe. 

Mr.  LewMoBSsaid  itwaahwdlynwribleto  snp- 
poac  tet  the  conaitteft  WMdd  notlm**,  ns  ev«y 
member  of  the  Hoosa  wmiM  see,  ikat  Hmeflbet  of 
iIm  aioptma  of  sndi  s  weasm  mirt  be  fiiTorabte 
to  Moe  banks  and  nnfliTamUe  to  others,  fitt, 
Mr.  L.  said,  ttiere  an  many  bank^  and  those 
■Bong  the  beat  in  the  Staites,  which  do  not  isaue 
Mtoa  ^  a  less  deneoinattoB  than  five  dollars.  It 
wm  for  the  Cemmittae  of  Ways  and  Means  to  in- 
cite wbe^tcr  the  Cknemment  shovld  not  lend  its 
aid  to  Hodtioe  aDiformity  in  t^s  respect. 

Mr.  Maioe  t^rreed  in  opinion  with  nis  colleague, 
and  was  opposed  even  to  autborinng  an  inquiry 
into  this  matter.  When  this  great  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  ftmisbed  the  Union  with  a 
ourcalating  medium  of  equal  value  in  all  paTt»  of 
the  Union,  h«  might  perlups  be  inclined  to  give  it 
fbrther  bcilitiea ;  but,  for  the  present,  he  wonld 
not,  for  one^  conaeat  to  go  further  in  tnis  respect 
dwn  Coogtesi  had  already  gone.  The  8ecreau7 
of  the  Trewarr  had  already  Ao  pawer  to  forbid 
the  TceeptloA  of  natea  net  in  good  credit,  by  the 
cdlettons  dbc.^  wl^  he  had  dnly  exercised.  If 
a  measnre  ot  Aa  sort  now  pvc^osed  were  to  mo- 
awd,  the  MMcs  of  a  graat  majmty  of  tha  banfa  hi 
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I  the  United  States  woald  cease  to  be  receivable  in 
I  parment  of  taxes,  and  woald  be  driven  from  eir- 
cmatitni.  He  could  see  no  other  eStct  which 
could  flow  irom  the  ad<ntion  of  the  regulation 
sDggested  in  the  resolve,  out  to  give  an  almost 
exchMive  (»renlation  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States^  and  he  was  thnefore  opposed 
to  the  restive. 

Bfr.  SoOTBum  spoke  in  fovor  of  the  resolTau 
He  ihaaEht  it  ma  bad  priicy  ever  to  have  pcr- 
mitteii  w  banks  to  issue  notes  of  a  less  denoifttna- 
tira  than  fire  doHai]t,tmd  tidievedthfttsach  issaes 
had  a  great  agency  in  driving  specie  from  cireidi^ 
tien  afewyears  ago.  He  was  of  opniion  that  ex- 
cluding the  small  notes  from  circulation  would  r^ 
store  Bpeeie  to  its  former  general  currency. 

Mr.lLoWNn£8  spoke  In  r^y  to  Mr.  bfaioa,  de- 
nying that  the  particular  object  of  his  motitm  was 
to  baiifit  the  United  States  Bank.  Suppose  no 
such  bank  were  in  eziBCeaee,  he  said,  and  the  itt- 
terest  of  the  eoontry  required  that  its  correaey 
should  consist  in  part  of  gold  and  silver,  and  not 
t£  paper  merely,  would  it  not  be  well,  under  such 
circumstances,  at  least  to  inquire  into  the  pdicy 
{rf*  pMhibitng  ibe  cneulation  of  notes  of  a  denom- 
ination nnder  five  doQara— the  eflbet  of  whiab 
measure  would  be  to  sulistitate  specie,  in  part,  for 
aotea,  in  the  oirenlatiow  medium  of  thecotmtry? 
The  object  of  the  resMUtion  waa  not  to  insdtuto 
an  inquiry  m  order  to  benefit  tlie  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Blatea;  but,  if  it  were  the  policy  of  the  eoun- 
try  to  encourage  the  oircnlation  of  specie,  which 
be  presumed  no  man  would  doubt,  be  asked  whe- 
ther tiiat  policy  ought  to  be  disregarded,  because 
a  rcaert  to  it  might  incidentally  beiwfit  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States?  If  it  were  true  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  bad  aot  afibrded  a  eir- 
eutaiiag  meditoa  of  equal  Taloe,  dbe.,  dint  itself 
would  be  an  argument  aot  agahwt,  but  in  favor  of 
tb4s  inquiry. 

Mr.  MEion  resumed  the  floor.  The  great  Bank 
of  the  United  Sutes,  he  contended,  baid  not  frd- 
filled  tha  duties  whKh  it  was  expasted  to  hnva 
aeifimMd.  Them  were  a  hundrea  banka  in  the 
BtitoSf  ha  said,  about  the  lenlity  of  whose  institu- 
tion tteiewcie  >o  doabta,inioae  paper  was  asen- 
rmt  «d  in  as  high  credit  as  that  or  the  Bank  oi 
the  United  Sauce,  and  who  issued  notes  of  a  lets 
amount  than  fire  dollars.  And  why  should  they 
not '?  Waa  the  circulating  mediom  of  the  country 
intaided  oaly  for  men  who  deal  in  tens  and  htm- 
dredsof  dollars?  The  object  of  this  resolution, 
he  said,  was  plainly  neither  more  nor  less  than  to 
restrain  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  banks  isso- 
ing  no«FB  of  less  than  five  di^rs,  and  of  course  to 
ben^t  ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States  by  making 
its  notes  the  onlv  current  paper.  He  ms,  then- 
fore,  yet  decidedly  opposed  to  this  jwoposition. 

Mr.  Tantau  said  he  should  vote  for  the  pvo- 
poaed  inqairy,  and  regretted  the  opposition  to  it. 
The  people  of  the  United  States,  he  said,  expected 
that  the  National  CtoTcmment  wotdd  make  the 
inquiry,  and  do  what  appeared,  on  inquiry,  to  be 
within  the  scope  of  its  power,  to  restore  to  thie 
eoontry  a  sound  eurcalating  medium.  At  a  former 
•HUDU,  m  report  had  beat  made  to  thu  Hoo^  in 
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which  it  bad  been  si^^ted  that  m  cireulatinff 
medium  nught  be  estauuhed,  to  consist  of  snaD 

coins  of  conrenieat  denomiDatioDS.  He  wesoined 
it  was  intended  to  take  up  the  subject  at  the  present 
session,  and,  if  ^sible,  to  adopt  some  measure  to 
carry  that  idea  into  efiect..  He  observed,  by  the 
way,  that  with  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  not  much  disposed  to  offer  to  it  any 
adrantages  in  addition  to  those  which  il  already 
enjoved.  Adverting  to  what  had  fallen  from  other 
gentlemen  respecting  small  banks  and  small  bank 
notes,  Mr.  T.  said  that  Congress  had  set  the  ex- 
ample to  the  States  in  establishing  them:  in  this 
District,  witb«  population  of  some  thirty  tnousand. 
Congress  had  estaolished  twelve  banks,  and  it  had 
a  Iffaneh  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  besides. 
Mr.  T.  here  alluded  to  the  misearable  small  notes 
in  cireolation  in  the  District  respecting  which  he 
made  a  ludicrous  comparison,  which  Ue  reporter 
did  not  hear  with  sufficient  distinctness  to  com- 
mit to  paper.  He  hoped  some  measure  would  be 
adopted  by  Congress  to  effect  a  circulation  of 
coins  for  aU  transactions  under  five  dollars.  It 
was  expected  from  Congress.  It  was  in  the  power 
of  Congress  alone  to  effect  this  object,  ana  Con- 
gress had  already  too  long  delayed  the  exercise  of 
the  power. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks 
on  the  proposition  before  the  House,  the  object  of 
which  he  aoderstood  to  be  to  exclude  from  circu- 
lation all  bank  notes  under  fire  dollars,  with  a 
view  to  introduce,  in  place  of  them,  a  specie  cur- 
rency. Such  a  measure,  Mr.  S.  believed,  would 
have  the  effect  to  prevent  the  general  exportation 
of  specie  whenever  thoe  was  a  demand  fat  it 
abroad,  by  dispersing  it  orex  ths  eoontry,  in  such 
a  manner  that  it  could  not  readily  be  gathered  to- 
gether in  large  sums.  Mr.  S.  showed,  by  refer* 
eoee  to  what  had  taken  place  in  different  |Mrts  of 
the  country,  and  more  recently  by  voluntary  ar- 
rangement of  the  banks  in  Baltimore,  that  such 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  exclusion  of  small  notes 
from  circulation.  Whether  it  was  politic  to  do, 
in  this  respect,  what  would  hare  the  appearance 
of  striking  at  the  State  banks,  was  another  ques- 
tion }  there  could  be  no  doubt,  however^  of  the  au- 
thority of  Congress  in  this  regard  withm  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  nor  of  the  expediency  of  exer- 
cising it,  dtc. 

Mr.  SiLSBBE  made  a  few  observations  to  the 
same  effect  as  those  of  Mr.  Smith.  He  was  in 
&T0T  of  the  resolution,  and  beliered  that  the 
sooner  the  circulation  of  these  small  notes  was 
ttoffed  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  country. 

Mr.  Meroeb,  in  expressing  his  approbation  of 
the  resolution,  said  he  was  surprised  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  should  have  reflected  so 
pointedly  on  the  District  of  Columbia ;  for,  as  the 
old  saying  is,  those  who  live  in  glass  houses  should 
.not  throw  stones.  Of  the  banks  of  this  District, 
he  would  only  say  that  he  believed  they  were  in  a 
better  state  than  any  beyond  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains; and,  with  respect  to  the  circulation  of 
raoall  notes  within  the  District,  the  people  of  the 
District  had  been  the  first  to  direct  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  sulyect ;  and  he  intimated  the 
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hope  that  the  session  would  not  pais  without  ma- 
king some  provision  to  xestrain  these  issues  of 

notes,  particularly  by  the  corporations  of  ihe  city 
and  towns  of  the  District.  With  respect  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  M.  said  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  Whenever  that 
subject  should  properly  present  itself  to  the  House, 
he  should  take  the  opportunity  to  offer  some  few 
remarks  on  the  impolicy  of  affording  further  ad- 
vantages to  that  already  powerful  institution. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  was  unwilling  at  any 
time  to  oppose  a  pr<qpo8ition  having  for  its  object 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  any  measure. 
But  this  was  an  exception.  It  was  the  beginniog 
of  a  svstem  oi  iMislation  which  looked  towards  an 
interiorence  with  the  State  banks.  The  next  step 
might  be,  to  propose  that  no  notes  of  Slate  banks 
shmild  be  received  in  paymoits  to  the  United 
States.  The  same  principle  as  is  found  in  the 
proposition  snggested  tn  this  resdntion.  would 
equally  justify  that  legidatitm  which  he  had  just 
mentioned.  It  is  best  to  stop,  said  Mr.  B.,  helm 
we  begin  this  course.  What  we  have  already 
done  has  led  to  a  question  of  the  rights  of  States 
to  lay  taxes^  in  regard  to  which  some  think  the 
judicial  decision  lus  been  too  much  against  the 
States.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  B. 
said,  had  already  a  discretionary  power  on  this 
sttbjat.  Why  then  should  this  House  take  the 
matter  up,  when  the  proposition  submitted  was  at 
least  of  questionable  character?  He  knew  of  no 
motive  which  could  induce  him  ultimately  to 
sanction  the  iNioposition ;  but,  before  he  would 
even  vote  for  an  inquiry  into  it,  he  most  hare 
much  stronger  reasons  in  its  Avor  thu  had  yet 
been  assigned. 

Mr.  Tbihbu  said  he  wdl  recollected  the  jkot- 
erb  which  the  gentleman  had  quoted  to  him.  The 
example  of  multiplying  banks,  however,  was  set 
by  the  Congress,  and  the  people  of  Kmtucky  but 
followed  it }  and  that  examfue  had  a  powerful  ef- 
fect. Whatever  might  be  thought  of  Congress 
immediately  around  the  Seat  of  Government,  at  a 
greater  distance  a  very  high  opinion  was  enter- 
tained of  them ;  and  when  they  eetaUished  the 
twelfth  bank  within  this  District,  the  people  at  a 
distance  thought  it  a  wonderfully  wise  measure, 
and  the  good  people  of  Kentucky  followed  the  ex- 
ample i^ch  Ccmgress  had  set  them.  Congress, 
Mr.  T.  said,  had  set  a  pernicious  example  in  this 
res^t,  and  ought  to  be  prompt  in  acknowledging 
their  error  and  retracting  it  as  &r  as  pcacticaUe. 
The  adoption  of  this  resolotim  would  oe  me  step 
towards  doing  so.  ^ 

Mr.  MancER  said,  if  the  subject  had,  been  the 
policy  ofmultiplying  banks,  he  should  have  thought 
himself  unhappy  in  the  proverb  he  had  brought  to 
his  aid.  But  the  question  was  of  the  absence  of 
specie, occasioned  bythecirculationofsmallnDtesj  ^ 
and,  Mr.  M.  said,  that  he  believed  in  the  State  in 
which  tbe  geutleman  from  Kentucky  resided  there 
is  not  a  specie-paying  bank,  whilst  there  is  not  one 
in  operation  in  this  District  which  does  not  pay 
specie.  Mr.  M.  made  some  further  remarks  in  de- 
fence and  support  of  State  banks  against  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  He  was  opposed  to  one 
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bank  in  a  oountiy,  u  be  wu  to  on«  head  in  a 
mooareby,  asd  fna  as  much  oppoftd  as  any 
one  to  aDDjeeting  the  State  buiks  to  the  sway  of 
the  great  oaiiking  institation  of  the  cwrntry. 

Mt.  BuBTOM  said  it  apfieared  to  him  that  the 
gentlemaa  fromPenu^lTaniB  (Mr.  Baldwin)  had 
placed  this  sabjeet  on  its  prc^  basis.  If  Con- 
gress had  the  powei  to  interfere  with  the  ciioula- 
tion  of  one  dollar  notes  of  the  State  banks,  it  cer- 
tainly had  the  same  power  in  regard  to  all  the 
notes  of  State  banks.  Mr.  B.  was  opposed  to  the 
RsolutioD.  The  substitution  of  specie  for  small 
notes  was  a  matter  to  be  regulated  by  public  opin- 
ion. When  specie  ranished  some  years  ago,  the 
issue  of  small  notes  was  indispensable;  on  the 
other  hand,  when  specie  became  plentiful  in  the 
cities  public  opinion  there  corrected  the  eril.  if 
m  adopt  the  molntioii,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  at  oaoe 
commence  an  attack  on  the  State  banks,  and 
there  is  no  knowing  whrn  it  will  end. 

Mr.  LiTEHMORB  said,  for  his  part,  that  he  oon- 
sidered  it  improper  to  attempt  indirectly  a  measure 
which  could  not  be  directly  approached.  Such, 
he  said,  would  be  the  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the 
resolTenow  proposed.  Kreiy  Slate  in  the  Union 
had  authority  to  do,  by  direct  Icnislation,  what  it 
was  now  proposed  to  do  indirecuy.  Mr.  L.  was, 
therefore,  for  leaving  this  matter  whollv  to  the 
State  Legislatures.  In  Pennsylvania  a  laW  had 
been  paswd  prohibiting  the  oiiculation  of  notes  for 
less  then  five  dollars.  In  other  States  the  same 
had  been  done.  In  New  Hunpshire,  though  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  effect  this  object,  the 
laws  had  been  afterwards  repealed.  L<et  eadi 
State,  said  Mr.  L.,  rcffulate  this  matter  for  itself. 
It  was  not  jwvtended,  lie  said,  that  the  proposed 
measore  was  ntQestary  in  aid  of  the  coUectum  of 
the  revenne.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  became  ne- 
oessary  to  resort  to  intcroBl  taxation,  it  woold  be 
indispensaUe  to  have  small  bills  in  circulation, 
witboot  which  the  rereoue  could  not  be  collected. 
Silver  and  gold,  Mr.  L.  said,  would  f<n«rer  centre 
in  the  cities ;  they  would  not  remain  in  the  remote 
parts  of  the  country,  and,  in  their  absence,  small 
bills  were  indispensable.  Ha  hoped,  therefore 
that  the  country  banks  would  not  be  prerented 
from  issuing  them. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  surprised  at  the  nature  of  tha 
objections  to  this  resolution,  which  proposed  to 
establish  no  {niaciple,  but  mereW  to  make  an  \n- 

!l(ury.  What  was  the  object  of'^the  resolution? 
I  was  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  measure 
which,  if  adopted,  would  probably  hare  the  efieet 
to  force  a  gennal  specie  corrency.  Certainly,  if 
it  had  that  effect,  a  great  benefit  would  reralt  to 
society  from  its  adoption }  because  specie  is  sub- 
ject to  no  variation,  and  will  answer  all  purposes 
m  aU  places,  which  paper  currency  will  not.  He 
could  not  see  that,  by  this  measure,  the  United 
States  Bank  was  to  be  benefited  either  one  way  or 
another;  and,  as  to  the  abstract  policy  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  be  did  not  see  how  a  doubt  could 
exist. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  LowNDEO^B  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
aflSrmative— 59  rotes  to  40. 


Friday,  December  29. 
Another  member,  to  wit ;  from  the  State  of 
Ohio,  Samuel  Herhick,  appeared  and  took  fait 
seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  that 
the  records  of  tiie  Treasury  do  not  contam  tlw 
information  required  W  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  20th  instant^  relative 
to  the  number  and  tonDage  of  American  and 
British  vessels  which  cleared  out  from  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  for  the  ports  of  the  West  Indies, 
Bahama  Islands,  and  Bermnda,  in  the  years  1816, 
1817,  1818,  1819,  and  1820 ;  which  letter  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Tne  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  two 
other  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
one  transmitting  the  annual  statement  of  the  dis- 
trict tonnage  of  the  United  States,  on  the  3lst  of 
December,  1819;  the  other  transmitting  the  an- 
nual statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
exported  from  tiie  United  States  to  foreign  conn- 
tries  during  the  rear  mding  on  the  3(MilBeptem- 
ben  1820;  whion  were  severally  read  and  mdered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

APPORTIONMENT  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  Anderson  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Ketolved,  Tbsl  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqoire 
into  the  expcdienqr  of  providiog  by  Isw,  st  the  pre*- 
ent  sessioo  of  Congress,  for  the  ^tporttoomeot  of  tha 
lepresentstion  in  Congiess  BBung  the  several  Sutes, 
sccordiog  to  the  foorth  eaunwrstwn  of  the  peo^  eif 
the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  A.  made  a  few  remarks  in  faror  oi  his 
motion.  On  most  svlgects,  he  said,  it  waa  cer> 
tainly  desiiaUe  to  have  before  you  aU  the  ihets  of 
the  case  before  you  legislate ;  on  this  particular 
subject,  however,  he  bdieved  Congress  could  legis* 
late  beet  without  knowing  tbe  fact  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  States  respectively.  On  fonner  occa- 
sions of  this  sort,  much  difficulty  had  been  found 
iji  l^^ating,  from  the  operation  of  local  fedings, 
naturally  producing  a  desire  on  tbe  part  of  the 
repreeeutativesof  each  State  to  fix  on  such  a  ratio 
01  apportionment  as  should  leave  to  it  the  smallest 
fraction  of  numbers.  The  legislating  at  the  pres- 
ent sessifm,  befwe  these  numbers  were  known, 
would,  it  aj^ieared  to  him,  obviate  these  difficult 
ties,  as  the  only  objeet  of  consideration  would  b^ 
what  ratio  is  of  itself  the  most  eligiUe7  If  the 
census  of  each  State  was  waited  for,  ha  leared 
that  the  decision  of  Congress  would  be  influenced 
bv  very  diff^ent  principles,  dec.  He  was  careless 
about  the  shape  of  this  inquiry,  but,  feeling  anx- 
iety for  the  object  of  it,  he  lupCd  the  resotntioil 
would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LowNDBB  said,  as  the  resolution  {ffopned 
an  inquiry  merely,  he  cortainty  should  not  object 
to  iu  If  it  were  possiUe  to  fix,  by  anticipation, 
the  ratio  of  representation,  he  admitted  it  would 
be  decidedly  proper  to  pursue  that  coarse.  But, 
important  as  the  olnect  might  be,  he  feared  it 
wmld  be  found  wholly  impracticable.  Any  act 
<^  thia  Congnsa  fiziiig  the  ratio  would,  h«  mxed, 
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hare  no  other  effect  than,  as  an  expression  of  the 
opmion  of  tbe  present  Confress,  it  might  have  an 
influence  on  the  next  C<«gress.  It  would  be  an 
imperfect  law,  requiring  future  le^ialation  to  carry 
it  uto  «GEect.  Another  act  woaul  be  neceasary, 
when  tile  aambersof  population  were  ascertainfidi 
to  declare  how  many  RejwesentatiTCs  each  State 
■hottld  be  entitled  to ;  and,  he  u)preheDded,  in 
making  that  declaratton,  the  next  Congrean  w«uld 
not  be  |>oremed  by  any  decision  tbe  present  Coa< 

Srew  lai^t  make  on  the  subject.  Ob  this  poiat, 
oweTer,  he  did  not  mean  to  expnas  a  decided 
winioa,  but  be  submkted,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  committee  which  would  be  appointed,  if 
this  resolution  was  agreed  to,  whether  any  le^i*- 
laticu  br  the  present  Congress  would  be  denaitire, 
or  whether  it  wiouhl  not  in  fact  leave  the  quevtimi 
yet  open  for  the  decision  of  the  Congtesa. 

Mr.  Ahdhsoh  said  that,  auppoaiac  this  to  he, 
■eeordng  to  lh«  aoggeMion  of  the  gentleoULB  fpem 
Boath  Carolina,  a  preUminuy  law  only,  yetj  being 
paased,  it  would  be  eonsiderod  by  the  next  Con- 
mm  aintatg  on  tihem  so  aa  to  make  the  actual 
aeclaration  of  the  number  of  Representatives  to 
which  each  State  should  be  entitlod  a  Dwcier  of 
course.  The  only  objection  to  the  proposed  course 
which  had  ever  suggested  itself  to  his  mind  was, 
that  it  would  leave  uncertain  the  exact  number  of 
members  of  which  the  House  of  Representatives 
would  be  composed.  Yet,  he  believed,  though  the 
atmber  could  not  be  exactly  ascertained,  it  could 
be  nearly  so,  and  that,  if  Ci»i^rees  legislated  on 
the  subject  at  the  present  session,  the  total  num- 
ber of  Representatives  would  be  less  than  at 
present. 

Mr.  Fuller  said  be  much  amsroved  the  reason 
which  had  hm*  assigned  for  fixing  the  ra^  of 
npresentationat  tbe  preaent  aeanoQ ;  Imt  he  tiiough  t 
like  purpose  oouM  hare  been  bettn-  attained  at  the 
last  aeaaion  of  Conatcaa  than  at  the  present,  be- 
eaose  meaben  eomd  not  by  poasihility  have  ob- 
tained uy  partial  iaformatuMi  which  would  hare 
m  iaflaeBee  on  the  decuion  of  any  one  of  them 
on  the  question.  At  the  prcaent  session,  said 
we  are  not  in  that  situation.  The  States  least 
naaote  can  come  pretty  near  «  ceitaiBty  as  to  the 
amoant  of  their  population,  and  ooate  States  (nay 
have  an  aceorate  kaowledge  of  tkmr  anmben. 
Sepreseotatires  fram  etber  stales,  ftom  thmr  sit- 
uation, could  not  obtain  simitar  infiirmation.  If' 
determined  now,  moreover,  the  decision  would  be 
liable  to  be  reversed  at  the  next  session.  He  was, 
therefore,  iocliaed  to  oppOTe  the  reMittttioD. 

Mr.  AnoBBooK  said,  if  the  pepuiation  «f  the 
leapedive  States  were  now  veatly  known,  the  fact 
weald  be  a  good  ai;g«ment  against  his  motion. 
He  had  mi^iMed  an  entire  igaoraaoe  prevailed  en 
that  subjecL  For  himself,  he  said,  ite  did  oot 
know  the  popnUtitHi  even  of  the  villege  ia  which 
he  lived,  much  less  of  the  Slate  which  he  repre- 
sented. He  did  not  admit  that,  decided  now,  tbe 
MMest  woidd  yet  be  open  at  the  next  semioo. 
Alt  tbe  next  Congress  irould  hav«  to  do  would  be 
to  pass  a  law  conforming  the  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  principle  establidied  in  tbe  pre- 
ceding taw.   That,  he  believed,  might  he  4»A9 


without  a  law ;  but  he  supposed  it  would  he  most 
formal  and  proper  to  do  it  oy  law. 

Mr.  Cam^mll  said  if  the  resolation  enbraeed 
an  aflfirmntive  propoaiti(»i,  he  should  say  it  was 
inexpedient  to  pass  it  He  did  believe,  he  said, 
that  from  nuny  of  the  StiUes  information  might 
now  be  obtained  which  would  influence  the  decis- 
ion of  this  House  as  to  the  ratio  of  represeolation. 
Mr.  0.  also  believed,  if  partial  information  could 
be  guarded  against,  there  would  yet  be  as  much 
dimculty  in  legislatiog  on  the  subject  now  as  at 
the  next  seasioD,  and  the  same  opposition  to  a 
large  ratio  from  the  apprehension  of  its  reducing 
tike  nnmbers  of  Refffes«itativee  from  some  of  tM 
States.  On  the  former  oecasioDe,  although  dtiS- 
eulties  bod  occurred,  tbe  ratio  had  been  always 
fixed  within  the  ptoper  time,  and,  as  ftr  as  ne 
kn«w,  10 ' Ae  generftl  Kotisfhetion  of  the  ooantry. 
He  hoped  the  same  would  be  the  case  at  the  n«tt 
session.  Everyman cannotrealizehisownwidws, 
and  the  majority  of  opinions  mnat  at  last  4e^Ae. 
Under  all  the  eireunulnoeea,  he  dwoght  it  best  to 
d^cr  this  matter  to  the  next  session,  iriien  Con- 
gress could  act  with  tbe  aid  of  all  the  l^hts  tiMrt 
could  be  thrown  upon  it. 

Mr.  SHtTH,  of  Moryluid,  said  as  this  resolntiott 
proposed  iDj^uiry  only,  he  saw  no  ol^ectioD  to  it 
The  committee  would  inquire  fhlly  into  the  sub- 

1'eet,  and  report  the  result  of  their  detiheimtions. 
1  wouU  then  he  time  enough  to  debate  the  main 
question,  which  was  not  presented  by  the  qoestion 
now  before  the  House. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  agreeioff  to 
the  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative ; 
and  Messrs.  ANOsasoir,  Lowmdbs,  Campbell, 
Pdllbi,  and  SToaaa,  wne  appointed  a  eommit- 
lee  aoewdiagly,  onder  said  reaolntion. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  ealled  over;  hnt 
many  members  being  absent,  and  no  disposition 
s^ppearing  to  call  up  business,  the  House,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  HiLi^  ujeimed  to  Tnesdny. 


TvaasAT,  Janaary  1821. 
Mr.  Amwiraon,  from  the  Comnuttee  on  FuUie 
Lands,  reported  a  Ixlt  for  the  relief  of  Clement  B. 
Penrose  and  John  B.  0.  Lucas,  which  was  twiee 
read  and  committed. 

Tbe  SraA-EBR  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  tutufmittiiu  reports 
shewingthe  number  of  soldiers  recruited  wnng  the 
year  1^0 — ^tbe  fimd  from  which  the  exiienses  rf 
recruiting  have  been  paidj  &c.,  prcfwrea  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resohitioB  (h  this  House ;  which  letter 
and  report  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BcAWELL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  readj  and  ordered  to  tie  on  the 
table: 

Rtaolved,  Thsl  tbe  select  cooimittse,  to  whom  the 
Message  of  the  President,  trsosmitting  an  sccooot  of 
the  expenJitures  of  the  commissioners  ander  tbe  fiftb| 
sixth,  and  Baventh  arUdes  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  for 
designating  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Uoited  States, 
was  referred,  be  instructed  to  report  a  Inll  fixing  the 
■dsries  of  diie  eomnibsioners  and  agents  employed  in 
thstssrvicB. 


Digitized  by  Google 


701 


mSTOBY  Of  0ONGBB£H3. 


70S 


JunrABT,  1682. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instmcied  to  inqaire  into 
<he  expediency  of  makii^  proTiuon  by  law  for  the 
eompensatiou  of  penons  employed  in  tmumitting 
to  Congrew  the  rotei  for  Preaioent  and  Vice  Prei- 
*d«Bt 

The  SpBAKn  laid  before  the  Home  the  follow- 
«Dg  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State: 

The  Seeteurj  of  Stete,  in  compKanee  with  a  reeo- 
lation  of  the  Honae  of  RcprcwnutiTee  of  the  11th  in- 
atant,  be*  the  honor  of  reporting  that  a  oepy  of  the 
!rohitne,  eoDtaioiMg  the  commarde)  regolatioae  of 
fefaigD  couBtriea,  which  waa  printed  nDder  the  diree- 
tion  of  the  Present,  eomfmmtMf  to  a  raaolatiMi  af 
tba  Senata of  Sd Mwrah,  ISlZ.waatiananittedtooaeh 
af  tha  Miairtata  and  Couvh  af  lha  Uaitad  Status 
vith  a  rcqaeit  that  thay  mnU  axaaune  with  aUeatian 
dw  part  of  the  toIium  eontainipg  tba  regalationi  of 
the  reapective  couDtriai  where  they  landedt  and  cam- 
municate  to  this  department  any  anpplanwiitary  infor- 
nation  upon  the  laoie  aulyaetwbKa  idghtba  io  or 
oonie  into  then-  poeeeasion. 

The  commaatcationa  hiAerto  received  in  anewer  to 
ttiia  reqacat,  together  with  soma  others,  lelating  to  the 
■woe  aoblact,  are  bnewitb  transmitted  in  obedUnce  to 
the  taaohitioa  of  the  Howe. 

Tha  original  decuaiants  themsrivaa  are  lobinttedt  | 
aa  ih^  ware  raetlaad,  in  the  bcUcf  that  sadl  parts  of 
4ha  inAwmsCioo  which  tfaejr  oontaia,  u  Btay  bo  imma- 
dhlaly  dariinb)a«B  tba  fionsa,  wiU  be  rooat  aaiily  eel- 
ledad  from  them  ;  aad  aa  no  satiifeetary  abstrast  or 
digest  of  Ihem  coald  ha  pre|»rad  in  time  to  be  avail- 
able to  the  Hooas  dormg  their  present  aesfrioB. 

JOHN  QUINCY  APAM& 

CuABTMavT  or  Stati,  JMc  SO^  1820. 

The  report  was  rcftd  aod  ocdercd  to  lie  on  the 
tabk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  aad  Means  were  instructed  to  inqnire  into 
the  expediency  of  rcqi»rii»  every  ctam  of  paUie 
oAeera,  ehamd  ei Aer  wiu  the  eoUeetioB  or  dis- 
haneiaenl «  the  pnhUe  naoney,  to  settle  theu  ac- 
eoaais  within  apeeiScd  petxoib,  aider  ifae  penalty 
of  abstdntely  forfeiting  their  re^wctive  appoiat- 
meats. 

Oa  motmn  of  Mr.  Hau.,  of  fi«m  York,  die 
CcHnnillee  on  Goamerce  were  directed  to  inquire 
NMo  the  expedtennr  of  eraetrng  a  ligbthoase  at 
the  month  of  the  Oswego  river,  on  the  shore  «f 
I^ke  Ootttio. 

Mt.  Biara,  of  Marylatul,  snbmitted  the  follosr- 
tttg  rcsohition,  whiek  wan  read,  and  ocdtred  to  lie 
OB  the  tnUe  one  day  for  oonaideration ; 

Kemthed,  That  tba  Secretary  of  the  Traasaiy  be 
dtractsd  to  rapait  to  tbi«  Houae  a  slatamaDt,  showing 
,  tba  BDinbsr  of  tons  af  Preach  waaseU  which  have  ea- 
tarad  from  aoy  of  the  ports  of  France,  and  cleared  cat- 
ward  for  any  snch  puts  dnring  the  yaaia  ISW,  1917, 
1818,  tSlfl^and  lB».ndlheonabBrirftoaBaf  vse- 
aela  of  Aa  United  States,  which  have  entered  from 
any  of  the  ssid  perls,  and  cleared  oet  Ibr  the  aama 
daring  those  year*. 

The  fotlowing  Message  waa  reeetred  from  the 

PRBSIDEHT  OP  THE  UhITSD  StATW  : 

T»iita>u»eofRepmmtMve»oftike  UniUd  SUUet 

In  comptianee  with  a  reaoktioa  of  tha  Hoase  ef 
BapnaantatiTCa  of  Km  SIM  arNaraoibar  lest,  reqnsat. 


big  tha  PtesUeat  to  inftm  that  Hensa  whit  nanl 
fofce  has  been  stattoaad  fiw  tha  protection  of  tha  aom- 
meroe  in  tha  Wast  India  idaads,  and  parta  adjacent, 
dniing  ttw  ^aaeat  year  ;  and  whether  any  dqmd^ 
tioas,  by  pirates  or  others,  upon  tba  properly  of  dt^ 
seas  of  tba  United  States,  engaged  in  sacb  commarea, 
have  been  leportedto  our  GoTeromeat,  I  now  aubmit^ 
for  the  infi>rmatioa  of  the  Hoose,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  accompanying  documents, 
which  contain  all  (he  information,  in  tha  yoaiession  itf 
the  Govaiament,  required  by  that  reaelutun. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WAsaixeTOK,  Jon.  1, 18S1. 

The  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
of  the  S7tb  day  of  March,  1820,  on  the  petitioo  of 
Seth  Weed,  made  some  progress  in  the  report,  and 
bad  leave  to  sit  again.  Woerenpon,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Stbvbiis,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
diai^M^ed  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report,  and  tbepetition  was  agaia  tefened  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

The  Sfjuksb  laid  before  the  Hooee  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  land  com- 
missioners at  St  Hcdena,  dated  18th  Novembn, 
1830,  with  lists  of  the  clalnu,  and  of  the  settlers; 
which  were  referned  to  the  Oomnuttee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  SToasB,  after  re&ning  to  the  documents  to 
show  that  an  agent  had  beat  egnjrioyed  in  one  of 
the  commiauuia  under  the  British  TEcaty,  although 
the  approjiriatioB  was  w^hdd  by  Congress  at 
the  hut  session,  in  order  to  abolish  the  ageocy, 
moved  the  ioUowing  resolution : 

Bmfu^t  That  tha  Cmusittee  oa  tha  Etpendi- 
taraa  u  tha  Dapfftmeat  «f  Stale  be  hMinetad  i^aet- 
ally  to  iafuiva  whether  aay  mona;^  have  beau  dia- 
bnrsad  through  that  Dapartment,  or  aatharisad  to  be 
disboraad,  on  account  of  any  sslary  or  compensation 
t»  an  agent  or  acting  agent  or  any  person  employed 
in  that  capaoity  on  tha  part  of  the  United  States,  onr> 
ing  tha  year  18S0,  noder  the  0th  or  7th  articlea  of  tba 
late  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Great  Britain ;  and,  if  any 
mouejB  have  been  ao  paid,  to  in^nira  and  report  to 
the  Houae  Ij  authority  of  what  law,  and  out  of  wlut 
approiiriathni,  tta  same  has  bam  pdd. 

And,  the  question  bebg  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  xeeolutioB,  it  was  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sitioa. 

UMSSTTLED  BALANOfiS. 

Mr.  WixmLB  submitted  for  eonaidamlioa  the 
following  TOcAatioB : 

Retohed,  Thst  5,000  copies  of  the  letter  from  tibe 
Cemptieller  of  the  Treasnnr  transmitting  a  list  ofbsl- 
aaaea  on  the  boohs  of  tha  Bscond  and  Third  Andftors 
ef  the  Traaanry  whidi  faaTC  rwained  mors  than  three 
yaars  prior  «a  the  80th  of  Septaesber,  laao,  a  fiat  of  the 
namsa  ef  pensna  <n4o  have  fiuled  to  xaader  thair  ao< 
eaOBU  ta  the  aaid  aaditars  withia  the  year,  and  a  Hit 
of  advaaeea  made  pcior  to  Che  3d  of  Manh,  1809.  by 
the  War  Department,  which  remained  to  baaeeimatad 
for  on  the  boaka  of  the  Third  Aaditw  of  the  Traaanry 
en  the  SOth  ef  September,  182Q,  be  printed  for  the  aoa 
of  tha  mambeM  of  this  Hooae. 

Ml.  WawiiLii  eaid,  he  coosidated  the  docvncHl 
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d«acribed  in  this  resolution  as  amoQ^  the  mmt 
important  which  had  ever  been  submitted  to  the 
coDsideration  of  (his  bodf.  It  exhibited  the  impo- 
aitio&s  wluch  had  been  practised  on  the  GoTem- 
Hmit  by  pemuB  in  its  employ  or  faoldine  offices 
aader  it.  We  hear,  said  he,  many  compfaints  of 
the  jKofnseness  of  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money^  and  our  fiscal  concerns  are  in  a  deranged 
condition.  He  wished  the  people  to  be  fully  in- 
formed of  the  manner  in  which  the  funds  oi  the 
GoTemment  had  been  dilapidated.  This  was  a 
docament  which  ought  to  be  spread  at  l&rge  before 
the  people.  When  we  examine  it,  said  Mr.  W., 
we  find  under  every  letter  of  the  alphabet  a  list  of 
defaulters  in  every  station,  and  of  every  rank,  from 
that  of  commanding  general  to  that  of  the  subal- 
to-n.  The  people  ou^t  to  know  these  flagitious 
impositions,  and  how  money  was  in  so  many  in- 
stances unaccounted  for  to  large  amounts  by  pay- 
masters, quartermasters,  and  contractors.  We  are 
placed  here  as  the  guardians  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  ouriit  not  to  hesitate,  from  the  coosid- 
eration  of  the  mtle  e]q)en8e  of  printing  it,  to  mul- 
tiply copies  of  this  document  for  their  inspection. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  remarked  that  this 
was  a  document  of  great  size,  and  fall  of  figures ; 
and  said  Mr.  S.,  if  we  print  it  for  the  people,  they 
will  understand  about  as  little  of  it  as  we  do  now. 
The  document  did  not,  he  said,  afibrd  data  from 
which  a  cotrect  opinion  could  be  made  up.  We 
have  known  persons  kept  apoti  this  list,  said  Mr. 
'S.,  for  twenty  or  thirty  years  as  owing  thousands 
of  dollars,  who,  on  their  accounts  being  properly 
examined  and  balanced,  did  not  owe  a  cent.  The 
very  men  on  the  list  of  the  present  year,  who  ap- 
peared to  owe  the  great  amounts  of  which  the 
gentleman  had  spoken,  might  not  be  really  indebted 
«  single  cent  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  coi»idered  this 
unniu  docament  of  so  little  importance,  that,  al- 
thoiu^i  be  filed  nearly  all  the  documents  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  be  bad  never  thought  it  worth  while 
to  file  that.  For  these  reasons,  and  for  the  addi- 
tional reason  of  the  expense  of  this  printing,  Mr. 
S.  hoped  the  resolution  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Warheld  said,  that  the  people  would  not 
understand  this  document,  was  a  supposition  which 
was  not,  in  his  opinion,  founded  in  faet.  There  was 
as  much  intelligence  among  the  people  as  was  to 
he  found  in  their  Representatives  in  this  House. 
They  were  entirely  competent  to  understand  a 
document  of  this  sort ;  and,  if  they  did  not  exam- 
ine it  after  it  was  furnished  to  them,  the  fault 
would  be  theirs,  and  not  that  of  this  House.  As 
to  the  gentleman's  not  having  much  regarded  this 
document,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  £d  not  consider  that 
as  a  conelusiTe  argnmrat.  Without  hazarding 
much  by  the  assertion,  he  would  aay  that  it  was  a 
document  which  deserved  the  attention  of  that 
honorable  gentleman,  and  of  every  member  of  tlw 
House.  The  explanatory  notes  to  each  iion  wer< 
such  that  a  pretty  accurate  judgment  could  be 
formed  from  the  list;  indeed,  no  man  of  common 
sense  rould  iUl  to  understand  it.  He  did  not  say 
that  this  document  was  conclusive  as  to  guilt  on 
the  part  of  the  persons  whose  names  were  given, 
bat,  n&rring  to  ifaeCKplanatory  notes,  do  one  could 
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be  at  a  loss  to  comprehend,  generally,  what  was 
the  character  of  each  account.  The  document 
ought  to  be  before  the  people.  He  wished  the 
names  of  those  who  had  been  thus  imposing  on 
the  puUie  to  be  held  up  to  paUic  view.  The  de- 
falcation was  in  the  ^eral  oatrageous,  and,  where 
there  was  any  modification  or  apology  for  it  in 
particular  cases,  it  was  so  stated  as  to  leave  no 
difficulty  in  comprehending  it,  &c. 

Mr.  FoLLER  said  that  the  original  intention  of 
the  law,  under  which  the  report  in  question  whs 
made,  was  to  expose  to  the  public  odium  those 
pawns  who  really  had  the  public  money  in  their 
possession^  for  which  they  could  not,  or  would  not, 
render  a  just  account  and  pay  the  balance ;  but 
that  the  bsts  contained  not  only  such  as  merited 
the  epithet  of  defaulters,  but  also  comprehended  a 
very  great  mass  of  individusds,  whose  disburse- 
ments of  the  funds  intrusted  to  them  had  been 
just  and  legal,  and  against  whom  there  was  no 
reason  to  suppose  any  considerable  balance,  if  any, 
would  be  found  on  an  equitable  adjustment ;  buL 
from  various  causes,  such  an  a4]n8tment  coula 
not  be  obtained  without  a  departure  from  the 
rules,  by  which  the  accounting  officers,  were  na> 
cessarily  governed.  In  many  instances  the  ac- 
counts woe  in  a  train  oi'  settlement,  and  would 
no  doubt  exhibit  the  most  perfect  fairness  in  the 
parties  concerned.  Thus,  he  said,  by  including 
all  persons,  whose  accounts  were  not  settled,  with- 
out distinction,  the  wei^t  of  the  odium  was  di* 
minished  or  lost.  If  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land could  so  modify  his  motion  as  to  obtain  a 
classification  of  the  cases  reported,  distinguishing 
those  who  had  refused  or  neglected  to  render  their 
accounts  or  to  pay  the  balances  which  they  re- 
spectively owed,  he  should  readily  concur  in  the 
proposition;  but,  in  such  a  vast  moss  of  cases, 
when  only  one  or  two  of  a  number  would  proba- 
ble be  found  culpable  defaulters  it  was  impossible 
to  make  a  doe  discrimination,  and  the  salutary 
efiect  and  intention  of  the  law,  by  which  the  report 
was  required,  were  in  a  great  dwree  fnistrated. 
He  hoped  such  a  modification  or  the  resolutitm 
would  be  made,  and  that  the  Comptroller  would 
be  required  so  to  classify  the  roiorted  cases,  that 
the  innocent  might  not  be  cmtbunded  witn  the 
guilty. 

Mr.  LowNOEs  concurred  in  the  view  which  hod 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Fdli.br,  and  wished  that  the 
resolution  might  lie  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to 
seeing  wheth^  such  a  discrimination  or  classifi- 
cation of  the  cases  might  be  made  as  to  show  dis- 
tinctly the  class  of  cases  remaining  unseuled  from 
circumstances,  separately  from  that  of  actual  de- 
falcation. 

Mr.  WARriBLo  not  objecting  to  this  course,  the 
resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PROHIBITION  OF  IMF0RT8. 
Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  rose  to  ofier  the  resolu- 
tions of  which  he  gave  notice  some  days  ago ;  and, 
in  doing  so,  exprmed  himself  as  follows : 

I  rise,  sir,  to  submit  the  proposition  of  which  1 
gave  notice  afewdayssince;  a  notice,  from  which 
It  wiU  have  been  percavcd  that  I  propose  an  in- 
Digitized  by  Google 


705 


HXSTOBrY  OF  Q(»70RBeB. 


708 


^oinr  into  Uie  profvkty  ot  pcoUbitiiig,  prospec- 
tiveiy,  the  importaUoo  of  suadry^comnmities,  the 
product  of  ths  dull  and  industry  of  other  eotmtries, 
■nd  whicb  «>«  at  prew&t  allowed,  to  the  prejudice 
of  a  fre«  aad  vigorouH  employmeDt  of  Uie  akill  and 
capital  of  our  own  citizens.  Hence  it  will  have 
been  uoderstood  that  a  decisioa  of  Copgress  is 
solicited  by  at  Jsast  om  of  its  inembera,  oo  the  pro* 
priety  of  fixiag  upon  aome  future  period,  beyond 
which,  and  in  nsard  to  the  proposed  article^  the 
American  maauiacturer  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
the  markets  of  bis'  couatry,  uninterrupted  by 
foreign  coupetitors,  who  owe  no  aUegiance  to  that 
country,  and  who  will  neither  fight  its  battles  nor 
contribute  to  the  sopport  of  its  institutions. 

Sir,  I  submit  the  propositioa  m  the  most  confi- 
dent belief  that,  should  the  proposed  measure  be 
adopted  our  eatablishmeats  wiU  have  reached  such  : 
a  state  of  nwturity  by  the  time  the  ptohibitioas 
shall  have  taken  rfeet,  that  oarlHtant  pvices  Jbr  do^ 
auatica  fabrics  caimot  be  maintaiaed  if  attcaapted: 
that  the  marehaat  will  find  (h»  partial  loss  in  his 
liaKBzdoas  ibreign  trade,  connlerhalaiieed  bv  an 
increased  coaaintgtBd  inland  trade  less  hazaraous: 
that  the  agriealturist  wiU  find  a  progiesavely  in- 
creasing and  steady  demand  for  his  {Hreducts :  that 
the  manuiaoturer,  sure  of  the  future  markeu  of  his 
country,  wiU  be  zealously  employed  in  his  prepa- 
ntiooB  to  suppl^y  tbeso,  au,  for  his  skill  and  capi- 
tal thus  employed.  wUl  rcalisce  a  reasonable  aad 
fair  return :  that  tne  foreign  manu&eturer,  depriv- 
ed of  oar  custom  in  his  own  coantry,  will  seek  for 
it  in  the  employment  of  his  skill  and  capital  in 
this :  that  a  system  of  revenue  wlHch  shall  have 
been  adapted  to  the  cliange  of  circumatanoes  will  be 
more  certain  and  productive  than  that  which  de- 
pends mtirely  on  imports ;  and  that,  finally,  the 
greatest  interests  o[  the  country  will  have  been  so 
arranged  uid  a^insted  that,  whether  we  shall  in 
future  be  met  with  oiden  in  waneil,  Freni^  de- 
crees, embargoes,  or  war,  neither  our  enterprise, 
prosperity,  nor  bappinees,  eta-  be  materially  in- 
tnfttpted. 

S«utble  as  1  am  that  the  policy  of  the  propoaed 
measwe  be  doubted  by  some,  and  unhesita- 
tingly pronounced  unwise'  by  others,  I  have  not 
obtruded  myself  upon  the  indulgenoe  of  the  House 
wilbmit  reflection,  nor  withnit  the  most  thorough 
conviction  on  my  own  mind  tha«  the  adopttcm  of 
a  measure  of  the  chuaettr  of  the  ob«  propoaad, 
would  greaily  pfoaote  tiie  best  interest  of  the 
ooun^. 

It  having  been  my  purpose  to  obtain  the  sense 
of  the  House  upon  the  principle,  rather  than  at- 
tempt the  most  unexceptionable  details  it  will  cer- 
tainly deserve  consideration  (should  the  main  ob- 
ject be  approved)  whether  the  proposed  prohibi- 
tions  have  been  too  far  extended,  or  have  fallni 
diort  of  their  proper  limks.  And  should  it  be  the 
will  of  Congress  to  adopt  may  meaaurea  with  a 
view  to  the  encouragement  of^ domestic  manu&c- 
torea,  and  with  them  the  general  indnstrf  of  the 
country,  a  considaatiao  ^1  more  important  will 
saraest  itself,  to  wit :  whether  the  encouiagement 
anU  be  indirectly  afforded,  by  a  modification  of 
the  tarifi;  leaving  the  eitiMw  to  "  feel  their  vmj,** 
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advancing  with,  hesitancy,  if  at  all,  watching  "  the 
signs  of  the  times"  and  the  counterrailing  policy 
of  other  countries;  or  whether  the  more  direct 
course  shall  be  pursued. 

On  this  quesuoD,  I  may  very  possibly  have  come 
to  an  errooeous  cooclosion ;  but,  unless  I  am  alto- 
gether mistaken,  the  direct  coarse  is  by  far  the 
most  eligible ;  as  it  will  be  secure  against  a  defeat 
by  foreign  regulatiuna,  and  one  the  effects  of  which 
can  be  estimated  with  much  the  greatest  certainty, 
and  will  hence  prove  a  powerful  incentive  to  en^ 
terprise  and  industry,  which  cannot  be  called  into 
full  and  vigorous  activity  except  by  the  influenoc 
of  strong  motives.  But,  should  the  indirect  coarse 
be  taken,  neither  the  agriculturist,  the  manufactu- 
rer, the  merchant,  nor  the  financier,  can  calcuhue 
for  the  future  with  such  certainty  as  will  inspitc 
the  requisite  confidence  to  insure  success. 

However  much  we  may  have  been  braefited  by 
ofauining  the  manufactures  of  Europe  in  exchange  v 
fw  our  agricttUaial  produce,  during  the  Umg  sue- 
cession  <»  yatis,  while  the  markets  of  the  worid 
buTB  been  ofen  to  them,  and  at  piiece  unemm^dd 
in  the  annals  of  commerce ;  and  whatever  adrait> 
lages  we  may  have  derived  from  the  operations 
and  employmenCs  incident  to  such  exchanges,  I 
feel  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  an  opinion  tMt 
a  period  has  urived  when  but  a  single  alternative 
ii  left  10  our  choice,  via :  either  to  reurevoluniaiily 
from,  a  portion  of  our  former  pursuits,  while  our 
di^MsaUe  means  are  worth  preserving,  and  while 
the  indnstry  and  enterprise  of  the  country  shall  yet 
possess  vigor  ami  animation,  (already  very  much 
impaired,)  or  be  driveu  from  them,  at  no  remote 
period,  by  the  force  of  necessity,  with  our  means 
exhausted,  and  the  spirita  of  the  country  dqvcssed 
by  a  eootempUtion  of  the  unfortunate  cwitiaat 
between  our  men  ooudition  and  that  fiom  whidi 
we  shall  but  reeouly  haiw  fallen.  Ami,  sir,  whm 
we  eontemplale  thai  the  happiness  and  pvosperi^ 
(tf  -the  people  are  uadeuttbly  the  e^tsof  a  judl- 
doaB  and  wise  administration  of  the  Government 
and  that  by  an  injodicious  adminiatn^ion  directly 
the  opposite  effects  will  be  produced )  and  when 
we  sdso  consider  that  our  institutions,  which  aae 
the  pride  of  freemen  throoi^ut  the  vmld,  tukve 
no  otW  soNKfft,  and  can  M,ve  no  other,  than  the 
affections  of  the  people  for  whom  thev  were  or- 
dained and  established,  are  we  not  caUied  upon  to 
eaaploy  our  best  efforts  to  prevent  such  a  state  of 
despondency  as  may  extinguish  aU  leeliogsfer  tiie 
Qovemmettt  but  those  of  cold  indiffisrenee  t  And 
is  there  not  some  danger  that,  should  we  contiBae- 
to  shape  our  measures  to  the  maxim  of  "  lettiaig^ 
things  abne,"  and  that,,  too,  while  other  nationa 
are  pRssing  upcm  us  with  their  com  laws,  and 
theiratlMr  ivohibitiona  aod  restrictions  in  0Beiiand» 
and  theu  bounties  and  premiums  in  the  oUwrj  a 
state  of  public  fedins  may  be  produced  which 
shatt  cause  the  philanthropists  nniversaUy  to  weep 
for  the  danger  to  which  our  ioslitotiens  shall  be 
expoaed? 

It  is  uaiversally  admitted,  so  far  as  my  infwmt- 
tiott  extends,  that,  be  the  acts  of  the  Government 
what  they  may,  the  period  will  some  time  arrive 
when  this  country  will  cease  to  look  to  Europe  or 
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dsewhere  for  its  moit  needful  manufaeturee ;  and 
the  great  difliereBee  of  opinion  which  manifests 
itself^  is,  whether  the  Government  should,  by  its 
measures,  accelerate  the  arrival  of  that  period,  or 
whether  it  shouU  not  rather  "  let  things  alone," 
sad  leave  to  chance  or  the  force  of  necessitr,  the 
accomplishment  of  that  great  national  object. 
Were  we  a  nation  having  no  intercourse  with  the 
rest  of  the  world,  it  would  certainly  be  my  policy 
to  "  let  things  alone and  I  would  now  do  so, 
with  r^rd  to  the  internal  application  of  the  skill 
and  in^try  of  the  citizens.  But,  while  I  would 
do  this,  I  would  endeavor  that  they  should  also  be 
"  let  alone,"  by  the  peoj^e  and  Oovernments  of 
other  countries.  Nouiing  appears  to  me  more  an- 
wis^  than  for  to  imagine  that  the  great  interests 
of  this  cotmtry  can  be  permaDently  promoted  by  a 
course  of  measures  which  shall  hare  been  adopted 
without  any  regard  to  the  eonditim  or  policy  of 
otbw  countries.  And  gentlonen  will  permit  me 
to  iaquire.  how  long,  ia  their  o|iiaion,  the  "  star- 
spangled  banner*'  would  waft  triumphantly  upon 
the  mighty  deet^  should  the  Goremment  "  let  it 
■lonT?' 

I  hare  no  desire,  sir,  to  see  manufactures 
forced  into  existence  by  the  acts  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  or  otherwise ;  but  I  desire,  most  sincerely,  to 
see  such  measures  adopted  as  shall  gently  invite 
our  national  resources  to  be  forthcoming  in  the 
form  of  manufactures,  to  die  full  extent  of  the  real 
wants  of  the  country ;  and,  consequently,  sufficient 
to  place  us  beyond  the  reach  of  those  pressures  to 
which,  otherwise,  we  must  always  be  exposed,  on 
the  occurrence  of  war.  or  otb«  interruptions  of 
commerce— which  shall  give  such  vigorous  activ- 
ity to  our  natiwual  enterprise  and  industry,  as  shall 
of  itself  make  an  Amenean  citizen  proud  of  his 
cotutry,  and  form  the  basis  of  new  and  lasting 
attachment  to  our  Institutions;  and  which,  Bnally, 
will  afford  some  protection  against  that  kind  oi 
foreign  influence  whidi,  through  the  magic  of 
fashion,  puts  all  the  tailors,  miUiners,  and  man- 
tuamakers  in  requisition,  on  the  arrival  of  a  ship 
from  Europe  or  the  Indies ;  an  influence,  the  sup- 
pression of^  which,  would  form  a  new  and  hono- 
rable trait  in  our  character,  and  difitise  a  proud 
national  feeliD^  throughout  the  community. 

I  apiffehend  it  will  be  universally  conceded,  that 
a  pronitntion  on  the  import  of  distdled  spirits  and 
malt  liquors,  would  greatly  promote  the  agricul- 
tural, and  subserve  the  general  interests  of  the 
country ;  and  that  no  essential  interests  would 
materially  suffer,  should  such  pnAibitioa  be  made 
to  take  <mect  at  an  early  period. 

While,  then,  I  would  jvopose  that  a  prohibition 
should  not  take  effect  upon  manufactured  articles, 
till  time  shall  have  beoi  allowed  to  bring  our  es- 
tablishments to  a  suitable  degree  of  maturity,  and 
enable  the  great  interests  of  Ute  country  to  accom- 
modate themselves  to  the  change,  and  the  Oovem- 
ment  to  organize  its  finukoes,  i  would  exclude 
spirits  and  matt  liquors ;  at  the  termination  of  a 
period  barely  sufficient  to  give  effect  to  a  system 
that  should  ^ng  into  the  Treasury,  from  domestic 
liquors,  a  revenue  equal  at  least  to  what  is  now 
doivea  from  foreign.  And,  in  the  mean  time,  in- 


stead (^ageneral  modification  of  Uietari^  as  soff- 
gested  at  the  last  session,  I  would  propose  an  in- 
crease of  duties  upon  such  articles  only  as  should 
be  prospectively  prohibited ;  and  in  regard  to  such, 
would  alx^i^  the  custom-house  credits,  partly 
with  a  view  to  an  augmentation  of  rerenoe,  and  to 
strengthen  the  invitation  to  pur  internal  resources 
to  be  forthcoming,  and  partly  to  check  unreasona- 
ble inTestments  m  foreign  commodities,  with  a 
view  to  monopoly,  after  the  prohibition  shall  hare 
taken  effect.  And  to  secure  a  future,  certain,  and 
augmented  revenue,  I  would  levy  an  excise  duty 
upon  the  domestic  articles  which  should  be  substi- 
tuted for  those  the  importation  of  which  &haU  be 
prohibited.  The  excise  to  take  effect  simultane- 
ously with  the  prohibitions. 

I  am  not  insensibly  sir,  that^  should  a  nugority 
of  the  House  concur  with  me  lo  opinion  that  the 
importatiin  frf"  snne  articles  may,  after  a  girea 
period,  be  prohibited,  with  bendlt  to  the  country ; 
there  most  naturally  be  a  mat  diversity  of  sen^ 
ment  as  to  the  articles  ana  the  times  at  which  the 
wohibition  in  relation  to  each  should  take  effect 
Still  \  may  be  permitted  to  hope,  that  such  divei^ 
sity  may  not  oitirdy  defeat  the  proposition :  that 
80  ftr  as  gentlemen  shall  only  doubt  of  the  poller 
of  the  measure,  (if  there  be  anr  such,)  they  wilt 
permit  the  experiment  to  be  maae,  if  but  to  a  very 
limited  extent ;  and  that,  in  r^rd  tathe  Belecti<Hi 
of  articles  on  which  to  make  the  experiment,  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  will  be  manifested,  without 
which  it  is  in  vain  that  we  attempt  to  iM^islate 
for  the  benefit  of  a  country  ao  extensive  as  that  for 
which  we  hare  the  honor  to  act 

Admitting  the  prohibittHT  system  to  be  proper, 
under  any  cireumsiBncesof  tne  country,  andatuy 
possible  period  of  time,  much,  in  mr  judgment, 
would  be  gained,  if  the  period,  althougn  tar  remote, 
should  now  be  rendered  certain,  as  to  some  few 
articles  at  least.  For,  in  that  case,  the  application 
of  the  skill  and  capital  which  should  incline  in 
favor  of  the  manuiacture  of  such  articles,  might 
be  diverted  with  a  good  degree  of  certainty  as  to 
theresutts,  and  an  experiment  would  thus  be  made, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  sufficiently  tangible 
to  be  judged  of,  and  of  great  utilitf  in  the  future 
l^islation  of  this  country. 

Sir,  I  hare  fdt  that  it  was  due  to  the  House  and 
myself,  that  I  should  accompany  the  proposition 
vnth  the  explanations  I  have  given  of  my  views 
upon  the  subject ;  end,  without  consuming  further 
time^  I  will  send  it  lo  the  Chair,  and  iMve  it  to 
be  disposed  of  as  the  better  judgment  of  the  House 
shall  direct 

Mr.  Rich  then  submitted  his  resolutions,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Reaohed,  That  the  Comtnittes  on  Maaobctnres  bs 
ioatracted  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  prohibitia| 
(except  for  the  export  trtd«)  tb«  importsUon  of, 

lat  All  distilled  spirits  and  nilt  iiqaors,  from  sad 
after  the  d«y  of  ,  A.  D.  . 

3d.  All  msnohctures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
shall  conatitDle  a  component  part,Aoa  and  after  the 
 day  of  ,  A.  D.  . 

a«l.  All  cotton  and  flaxen  goods,  of  which  either 
cotton  or  flsx  shall  constitute  a  cwnponeal  part,  to 
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wit:  •beetioff,  fliurting,  couoMrpanaa,  table-elothi, 
stripes,  cheeks,  plaiJi,  gtughftins,  dtbtses,  calicoes, 
and  prints  of  «U  descriptions,  bosiei;  and  cotton  jmm, 
twist  and  thmd,  from  and  AftMr  — ^ 

4tb.  All  kinds  of  gbss  wans,  and  window  glass, 
from  and  a/ter  ^— . 

Stlu  Iron  in  ban,  rods,  sbeeu,  eastings,  spikes,  and 
nails,  and  all  mann&etares  of  duet  iion,  or  of  which 
dieet  iron  shall  be  a  materiil  of  chief  valna,  from  and 
after  . 

6th.  All  maDnftclares  of  load,  copper,  or  tin,  finm 
and  after  . 

7th.  All  descriptions  of  paper,  from  and  after  . 

8th.  ADmaanfactareso/leather.orofwhieh  testher 
shall  conalitntea  component  parttfiani  and  after  — . 

9lh.  AU  deseriptionB  of  hats,  and  readj  made  clothing 
fh>m  and  after  . 

Setohed,  That  the  said  committee  be  also  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  eipediencT'  of  laying  an  excise  duty 
npoD  the  domeatic  articles  which  shall  be  subatitutetl 
jbr  those,  the  impoiWion  of  which  shall  be  prohibited : 
the  axdse  to  take  e0eet,  annltaneoosljr,  with  the  pro* 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  sag^ted  the  propri* 
etj  of  laying  these  resoltttions  on  the  tnUe. 

Bfr.  LowKDES  said,  as  the  resolntioiis  proposed 
an  inquiry  tntlv,  he  eaw  no  objeetion  to  acting  on 
them  atoaceitbooffh  he  did  not  oppose  their  being 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe.  If  agreeing  to  them 
were  to  imply  any  approbation  of  the  juan  which 
they  propoMd,  the  question  woald  be  very  different 
and  reauy  important.  It  was  obvious,  however, 
that  the  agreement  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
would  compromit  no  one.  In  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  Mr.  L.  suggested,  that  the  resolutions 
proposed  to  direct  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
matters  in  the  inresiigation  of  which  tltat  com- 
mittee were  probably  already  engaged. 

Mr.  Rich  said,  he  was  not  unwilling  that  the 
resolutions  should  lie  on  the  table  for  considwa- 
tion.  But,  he  said,  he  considered  them  as  em- 
bracing a  great  principle  which  sooner  or  later 
CowreM  moat  adopt,  and  the  wono-,  the  better. 

l£.  BiLnwiH ,  in  raferenee  to  the  tn^feation  of 
Mr.  LoVHDBs,  that  piobaUy  the  Committee  of 
Mannfaettma  mig^t  now  be  engaged  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  Utis  very  subject  of  prohibtt(»y  duties, 
rose  to  say,  that  nothing  of  that  sort  was  at  pres- 
ent before  that  committee,  nor  did  he  know  that  it 
would  be,  unless  it  were  specially  eiyoined  on 
them  to  inquire  into  it. 

After  some  other  inconsequential  observations, 
the  resolutions  wore,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BoTLKR,ot 
Looisiana,  ordered  to  lie  on  tbt  table. 

MILITAST  EXPENDITURES. 
The  bill  making  partial  appropriations  for  the 
■smiort  of  the  Military  Estauiifament  Sor  the  year 
IWl,  underwent  some  brief  discussion,  which  was 
confined  to  one  item  of  the  noposed  appropriap- 
tioD,  that  of  $160,000  for  the  Qaartermaster^s  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  SMiTb,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  explanatory  of  the 
neeessittr  there  was  for  this  partial  appropriation, 
to  whico,  also^  Mr.  8.  added  a  few  ex^anatory 
obsemtiona. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  CocKB  said  he  wished  for  some  information 
before  he  afforded  the  means  of  making  further 
advances  of  public  money.  He  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  list  of  unsettled  batances, 
amounting  to  somewhere  about  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars,  which  had  grown  out  of  the  practice  of 
making  adrances  to  public  officers.  There  was 
already,  he  said,  aeeording  to  a  late  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  in  the  bands  of  tne  Treasurer  for  the 
use  of  the  War  Department.  How  was  that  dis. 
posed  of?  What  had  become  of  the  immense 
sums  which  they  said  they  had  saved  within  the 
last  year  ?  We  are  now  called  upon  to  advance 
sums  which,  bjr-and-by,  for  any  tning  we  know, 
will  form  additional  items  in  the  list  of  balances ; 
and,  until  he  was  better  informed,  he  should  be 
opposed  to  the  bill.  Mr.  C.  assigned,  as  another 
reason  against  passing  the  bill  now,  that  it  was 

Srobable  a  reduction  of  the  Army  might  take  place 
uring  the  session,  which  woald  make  smaller 
appropriatious  sufficirat. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  he  was  as 
much  opposed  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
to  the  system  (tf  adrances  of  money  to  pnblie 
agents,  where  it  could  be  aToided.  From  conver- 
sation with  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  S.  had 
ascertained  that  he  also  was  convinced  of  the  in- 
conveniences of  the  practice,  and  had  determined 
that,  for  the  futur^as  few  advances  as  possible 
should  be  made.  But,  for  the  present  year,  Mr. 
S.  said,  the  contracts  were  already  made,  and  the 
money  must  be  paid :  and  what  possible  difference, 
Mr.  S.  asked,  could  there  be  between  appropri- 
ating it,  as  now  proposed,  and  doing  it  in  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  ?  In  regard  to  small  con- 
tracts, payment  might  geuerafty  be  deferred  till 
the  contract  was  completed ;  oat,  in  r»ard  to 
large  contracii',  every  one  must  know  that  few 
men  had  capitab  snmeimtly  la^  to  imdertake 
them  withmit  the  aid  of  advances  by  the  Govern- 
ment. A  certain  confid«ice  must  he  reposed  in 
pnUic  officers;  without  which  they  cannot  dis- 
charge their  duties  effectually.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  gentleman  would  not  continue  to  oppose 
the  bill  on  this  score.  With  respect  to  the  redac- 
tion of  the  Araay,  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  learned,  on 
inquiry,  chat,  in  alt  contracts  which  had  been 
made  by  the  War  Department,  a  proviso  was  in- 
serted, that,  if  the  quantity  of  |nx>vision^  dbc., 
engaged  for  should  not  be  wanted  for  the  public 
service,  the  Gk>vernment  should  have  the  right  of 
taking  one-third  less  than  the  quantity  contracted. 
This,  the  gentleman  would  see,  would  obviate  any 
difficulty  which  might  otherwise  arise  in  conse- 
quence of  a  reduction  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  BvflTiB  inquired  whether  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Bleans  wne  satined  that  the  whole 
sum  (9481,000)  proposed  in  the  estimates  for  the 
Unartermaster^  department  would  be  actually 
necessary  for  that  branch  of  the  service? 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  replied  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  not  considered 
that  subject,  but  it  appeared  quite  probably  with- 
out much  consideration,  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary. The  wkdt  mm  appropriated  for  the  same 
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olyect  during  the  past  y«ar  had  been  expended. 
H»  honoraUe  friend  from  Massachusetts  had  not 
sdTcrte<L  Mr.  S.  presumed,  to  the  difference  be-  j 
tween  the  present  organization  of  the  Q.uarter-  : 
matter's  department  and  that  which  existed  some  I 
yeazB  ago.   The  provisions  and  supplies  for  the ! 
Anny  are  now  furnished  in  bulk  by  the  Commis- 
sary Qeneral,  and  then  taken  up  and  distributed 
by  the  Quartermaster's  department,  which  aug-  < 
ments  greatly  the  charge  of  that  branch  of  toe  | 
public  service. 

Mr.  LowKDEB  made  a  few  remarks  in  reference  j 
to  Mr.  Cocke's  objection  to  this  bill.  He  admit-  ' 
led  that  it  was  not  advisable,  as  a  general  prac-  | 
tiee,  to  make  partial  appropriations;  but  he  did 
not  see  how  that  could  be  well  avoided  under  the 
preseat  practice  of  Congreas,  which  was  to  defa 
the  punife  of  the  general  appropriation  laws  un- 
til sonie  time  after  the  commencement  of  the  year. 
The  expenditures  fac  the  Quartermaster  General's 
Apartment,  during  the  last  year^  had  been  settled 
and  accounted  for,  as  an  czaminatioo  of  official 
gapers  would  show,  with  an  accuracy  and  promp- 
titude which  was  indeed  surprising,  and  could  not 
Jail  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee.  It  was  evident  that  the  appro- 
priation now  asked  for  was  necessary,  and  be 
trusted  there  would  be  no  objection  to  its  passage. 

Mr.  EoBTis  said,  Ivith  respect  to  the  amount 
estimated  for  the  Q,uartermafiter*s  department  for 
the  present  year,  he  could  not  see  how  more  than 
half  of  tbe  amount  asked  for  could  be  applied. 
The  only  objection  to  assenting  to  the  partial  ap- 
[wopriation  now  proposed  for  that  object,  was, 
that  it  might  be  construed  into  a  idedge  that  tlw 
House  meant  erentually  to  j^ve  the  whole  that 
was  aiked.  He  had  no  doulrti  he  said,  that  the 
money,  if  appropriated,  would  be  exiwnded  with 
the  utmost  economjr,  nnd  that  every  larthing  of  it 
would  be  promptly  and  properly  account^  for. 
His  objection  to  the  appropriation  was,  that,  ac- 
cording to  his  present  impression,  in  time  of  peace 
one-half  of  the  amount  proposed  to  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  CUiertermastec's  departmrat  would  be 
sufficient.  On  this  subject  he  did  not  mean  to 
express  a  decided  opinion,  but  spoke  according  to 
his  present  view  of  the  sutrject.  He,  therefore, 
protested  against  the  vote  for  this  appropriation 
oeing  considered  as  a  pledge  to  vote  fot  the  whole 
amount  of  9481,000  tin  &e  QutrtenBaster's  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  that  voting  Ua  this  sum  would 
hy  DO  means  {pledge  the  House  as  to  any  future 
Tote.  But  connected  with  this  was  another  cir- 
oamstance  which  deserved  notice.  The  sum  «>- 
propriated  for  the  Quartermaaler's  department  ior 
&e  last  year  was  $450i)00.  It  appeared,  by  the 
estimates  laid  oa  the  table  this  mominKt  that  the 
expenditures  for  that  branch  of  the  muitarr  ser- 
Tice  had  exceeded  the  appropriation  by  $20,000, 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  had  stated,  in  his  letter, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  the  expenditure 
within  the  sum  appropriated.  Mr.  C.  inquired  of 
the  chairman  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  if  he  could  give  any  reason  why  it  was 
impossiUe.  He  recollected  that  the  House  had 


determined,  at  the  last  session,  to  bring  down  thia 
item  of  appropriation  to  $450,000,  in  order  to  ax^ 
rest  the  prepress  of  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition, 
and  for  no  other  reason  that  he  knew  cu.  Yet, 
nocwithstandinff  that  expedition  had  been  stopped 
at  the  Council  Bluffs,  it  appeared  it  had  been 
"impossible"  to  bring  the'  expenditure  within  the 
appropriations.  On  what  account  had  it  been  im- 
possible?  Mr.  C.  said  he  should  tike  to  hear  if 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  was  prepared  to  answer  the  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  »aid  he  certainly  did 
not  understand  that  this  bill  would  pledge  the 
future  vote  of  any  gentleman.  When  the  House 
came  to  act  on  the  general  appropriation  bill 
would  be  the  proper  time  for  examining  the  mat- 
ter spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Qeoq^or 
any  other  matter  respecting  which  gentiaofen  felt 
any  diffitmlty  or  required  any  information.  TMb 
bill  did  not  propose  any  af^propriation  for  covering 
deficiencies  of  the  past  year. 

Mr.  Tbimble  rose  to  give  the  inftMrfutkn 
which  the  gentleman  wished.  Last  year  so  monh 
had  been  deducted  from  the  amount  of  appropriar 
lion  for  the  Cluarlermaster's  department,  as  was 
supposed  would  have  been  required  by  the  contin- 
uation of  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means- 
was  of  opinion  that  $460,000  would  be  enowh, 
supposing  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition  to  be  di»- 
continued.  When  the  bill  went  to  the  Senate  an 
inquiry  yns  m^de  of  the  War  Department  on  that 
point ;  in  reply  to  which  it  was  stated,  that  four 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  would  be 
wanted)  though  the  expedition  should  not  proceed 
Airther  tfaAU  it  had  alreadr  gone.  The  Scnals 
{tut  that  amount  into  the  biU,Mit  the  House  pec- 
sisted  in  its  first  dctenuinalion,  and  therefore  there 
had  been  appropriated  for  that  branch  of  the  ser^ 
vice  thirty  thousand  dollars  less  than  was  asked. 
The  expenditure,  it  appeared,  had  exceeded  the 
appropriation  twenty  thousand  dollars,  being  less 
by  ten  thousand  than  had  been  estimated  by  the 
War  Department. 

Mr.  Smith  confirmed  the  statement  which  Mr. 
TntMBLB  had  just  made. 

Mr.  Storbb  remark  thai,  althotwh  thirty 
thousand  dollars  less  than  was  asked  had  been  ap- 
[wOfWieted,  it  appeared  to  be  acknowledged  tut 
twenty  thousand  dollars  beyond  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation,  had  been  expended,  and  expressed 
his  denire  to  know  by  what  authority?  Mr»  B. 
subsequently  withdrew  his  o|qK>si<ion  to  this  hUl 
on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  pledge  the  House 
either  in  regard  to  the  making  up  the  deficiency 
or  to  future  appropriations. 

The  debUe  subsided  into  a  neariy  general  aasnt 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  and,  after  n^tiving  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Cockg,  to  postpone  the  subject, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tbiia 
reading. 


Wednesdat,  January  15, 
Mr.  Cahfbbix,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Clainis,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  oi- 
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vroned  Inll,  entitled  "An  aet  to  eitmd  the  time 
lOr  locating  Virginia  military  land  warranty  and 
returoing  surreys  thereon  to  the  Qeneral  Land 
Office,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment, 
-which  was  concurred  in  by  the  Hoaae ;  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  be  re-engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  oo  the  peti- 
tion of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  f<»  their  relief,  which  was  read,  and 
"■'T^''***  to  a  Coraiaittee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Howe 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representaiives  of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased  j'^and, 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogdtt,  and 
others in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.  . 

Mr.  Caknoh  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  r»d,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  for  consideration : 

Baokted,  That  th«  eecretaiy  of  Wsr  be  dirtctvd  to 
hj  before  this  Hohm  a  ftatement  of  the  nambor  of 
euoto  edaestad  at  the  MiUtair  Academy  that  han  re- 
mained in  the  aerrice  of  the  Unitod  States  five  years ; 
also^  the  nombei  that  have  receiTed  commisitoiia,  and 
han  HHgped  bofen  the  aipiiatien  of  ftra  years ;  also, 
the  nombvi  that  have  left  too  Military  Aeuesay  with- 
out comtaiaitms,  aad  the  amount  of  money  that  bts 
heen  paid  to  each  one ;  alto,  the  sums  of  money  that 
hare  been  paid  to  cadets  who  were  permitted  to  stay 
at  home  (if  any)  for  the  time  between  their  appoint- 
ment and  that  of  their  being  mnslered  at  the  academy ; 
alao,  the  whole  number  educated  at  the  academy,  who 
were  in  tbe  aerriee  of  the  United  States  during  the 
late  war;  and  tbe  nomber  of  those,  thus  angagad  in 
ths  serrlce,  who  war*  In  any  baltit  or  battle*  fooght 
daring  said  time  with  the  enemies  of  our  ooantry ; 
also,  the  whole  ezpenae  of  maintaining  offieera  and 
instmelora  of  the  academy  each  year,  since  tiie  year 
160S  ;  the  whole  ezpeas*  of  ammaoitioD  aad  soldiers 
that  have  been  placed  at  the  aoademy,  for  their  aenst- 
•nee,  since  its  first  establishment;  also,  how  fu  mar- 
tial  law  has  been  carried  into  efiact  there,  and  whether, 
or  not,  the  yiofesenrs  and  taaehen  are,  oi  have  been, 
under  martial  law^  and  whether,  or  not,  any  of  the 
cadeu  have  been  sant  fimm  sud  academy,  or  ^Hniased 
by  order  of  tbe  anperintandent,  or  any  other  officer, 
wiUMUt  a  trial,  or  any  specific  charge  being  proTed 
against  tbem  ;  atso,  how  many  foreigners  are  profes- 
aots  or  teachers  in  said  academy ;  and  the  number  of 
eadels,  if  any,  ttiat  have  bean  achnitted  into  As  same 
from  the  fcn^es  of  foreigners. 

Mr.  McLbah,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
iowing  resolution : 

Itemhed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afinirs 
be  instnietcd  to  inqntre  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
-vidtBg  by  law  for  Samuel  O.  Hopkins,  late  a  captain 
in  the  Anny  of  tbe  United  Btates,  to  settle  bis  accounts 
with  tbe  Government  upon  the  principles  of  equity. 

Tlie  sud  resolution  was  read,  and  the  qnestion 
iras  taken  to  agree  thereto,  and  determined  in  the 

negative. 

On  motj(Hii  of  Mr.  Borwell,  the  House  pro- 
oeeded  to  coosider  the  resolution  snbmitted  by  aim 


H.  or  B. 


yesterday,  and  tbe  same  being  read,  was  modiied 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Xetehed,  That  the  select  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Hasssge  of  tbe  President,  transmitting  an 
account  of  the  expenditares  under  the  fifth,  sixth,  and 
seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  for  deslgnaUnf 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  be  fn- 
•traeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing  by 
law  the  salaries  of  the  cemauasioDers  and  agents  ett> 
ployed  in  that  aervicc. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consida  tbe  resdution 
submitted  yesAN-day  by  Mr.  Shith,  of  Maryland, 
and  laid  on  the  taUeone  day  for  eonsidtfation ;  ani 
(be  same  being  again  read,  was  agree4  to  by  ^ 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbkdbickb,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inqnin 
into  the  expedioicy  of  allowing  to  the  deputy  sur- 
Teyor  of  the  Tineennes  donation  tnet  other  and 
further  compensation  than  is  at  preaent  authorized 
by  law. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  several  acts  making  ptoTision  for  cer- 
tain persons  en^ged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  in  the  Revtdutionary 

war;  and 

Mr.  Habdih  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  to  h 
the  following  sections : 

Bsc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  no  pea- 
sioner  under  the  afbrcsaid  acts  bhall  be  stricken  nom 
tbe  rolls,  who,  upon  giving  in  the  schedule  of  his  prop- 
erty as  is  therein  directed,  shall  be  worth  less,  after 
deducting  bis  debts,  than  dollars. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  furthtr  enaeted^  That  every  pen- 
sioner who  has,  under  the  aet  of  the  1st  of  May,  18M; 
been  stricken  fhun  the  pennon  loH,  AaU  be  placed 
again  on  the  pansion  roll,  if  amiieation  shall  ba  made 
I7  him,  if.  upon  exaniiuBS  Ua  schsdule,  be  ie  worth 
less  Ulan  dollsrs. 

Aitd.  debate  arising  thereon,  tiie  Mil  was  again 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwim,  it  was 

1.  Setokedf  Hut  the  Conunittee  of  Ways  aad 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  uid  to  report  to  this 
House  wliether,  in  their  opinkm,  the  permanent  rev- 
enue is  adequate  to  meet  the  expenses  of  this  Oorem- 
ment. 

3.  Retohed,  Hist  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  ba  inalracted  to  inquire  whether  any  measures 
may,  in  thetr  opinion,  be  necessary  to  increase  the  rev- 
enue, and,  if  so,  to  report  the  measures  to  this  Houses 

9.  Rooked,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  ba  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedianey  of 
pn^ibiting,  or  imposing  additiMul  dntise  m,  the  ia^ 
porlation  of  foreign  ajHrils,  and  imposing  an  ezebs  on 
OMnattic  distfllad  spirits. 

4.  Rtaoked,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
inetmdcd  to  inquire  whether,  in  their  <^inion,  any  An* 
ther  measnrea  are  oeeesssry  to  be  adc^tad  for  the  dna 
aufoieement  of  the  axistiDg  revenue  laws. 

0.  Ktmtktdt  That  the  Oommittae  on  Oomnerca  be 
instmeted  to  inquire  iulo  the  axpedien)^  of  racing 
any  alteration  in  tbe  existing  Uwa  which  relate  to  the 
verification  of  invmees,  or  to  manifcsts  of  goods  im- 
ported from  foreign  ports: 

6.  Raohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  ba 
Instruetad  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  nakiBg 

Digitized  by  Google 


715 


HIBXORY  OF  OONGRESS. 


716 


H.  orR. 


Xedmetion  of  E^ietiditura. 


January,  1821. 


•07  proTiuDD  by  Uw  for  ths  doe  vnforeement  of  Uie 
proTHion«  of  ths  act,  endtlsd  "An  act  aopplemvotaiy 
to  an  act,  antitled  'An  aet  to  r«fulata  the  eoUaction  of 
dfltiaa  on  ioporta  and  lonoage,  paated  the  aecond  day 
of  March,  1799." 

Oa  motioQ  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  House  took  up 
bis  motioO}  submitted  on  the  26tb  ultimo,  calllDc 
for  a  statement  of  tiie  land  warrants  issued,  and 
nC  to  be  Bsued,  to  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  &c — 
out,  after  some  debate  between  Messrs.  Cooc  and 
Rbba,  the  House  refused  to  agree  to  the  remlatioD. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  Robebt  Moore,  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proTiding  by  law 
to  secure  mechanics  and  others  payment  for  their 
labor  and  materials  in  erecting  any  home  or  other 
buildings  within  the  District  m  Columbia,  by  gir- 
UMT  them  a  lien  thereon. 

Mr.  Warfibld  submitted  the  following  motion 
tat  crasideration : 

Boohed,  That  tba  firat  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury be  directed  to  report  to  thia  House  whether,  in  the 
statement  of  balaneei  which  baTa  been  dne  more  than 
three  yeara,  aeeompaayiof  bis  letter  of  the  S7tfa  of 
November  laat.  thorn  bmTs  boon  made  the  diaerimina- 
tioBS  and  soggesttaas  required  by  the  foorteonth  see- 
tioB  of  the  aet  to  provide  for  the  prOMPt  eetllsment  of 
pablie  aeeoania  passed  on  the  8d  Mardi,  1017. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Grabriel  Berzat,  deceased and,  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden,  and  oth- 
ers," were  severally  read  twice,  ana  referred  ;  the 
former  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
and  the  latter  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a 
partial  appropriation  for  the  milttarr  eerriee  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year,  1821,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
theSecretaryof  War,  transmittittga  report  of  the 
iramber  and  elation  of  all  the  mUitary  posts  of  the 
United  Btttes,  and  of  the  distribution  of the  Army; 
designating  the  number  and  grade  of  the  officers, 
and  the  number  of  mm  at  each  post ;  prepared  in 
obedieuce  to  a  resolation  of  this  House  of  the  20th 
ultimo }  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REDUCTION  OP  EXPENDITURES. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
look  into  consideration  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Setohtd,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  annnal 
•xpenses  of  the  Qevemment  should  be  reiluoed ;  that, 
tat  the  aocomoliihment  of  this  oUect,  it  is  further 

3.  Seaohea,  That  all  sneh  offioos  as  ate  not  imme- 
dietely  necessaiy  for  the  trantactton  of  public  bu^neis, 
and  the  abolition  of  which  would  not  be  detiinoBtal 
to  the  public  interest!,  »b«ll  be  abolisbrd. 

8.  Buohedt  That  the  Hlaries  of  all  civil  officers^ 
whose  compensation  has  been  ioereaacd  since  the  jeer 
1809,  ahall  be  redneed  to  what  th^  were  at  that  pe- 
riod. 

4.  JieWiKt^,  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the  Army 
to  the  number  of  uz  tboueand  noo-eemnissioned  offi- 
cers, muieiaas,  and  privates,  proMrving  sueh  part  of 
fte  Gocpa  of  eagiBom,  wiUwut  ragud  to  that  nniabor. 


as  may  be  required  by  the  pablie  interest;  and  incind- 
ing  such  reduction  of  the  general  staff  as  may  be  re> 
quired  by  the  state  of  Ae  Army  when  reduced  as  herein 
proposed. 

6.  Reaohtdf  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  appropri- 
ations tat  the  erection  of  fortificatiOBB  shall  be  so  made 
as  to  require  a  less  mm  annually,  by  extending  tha 
time  within  which  they  shall  be  completed. 

6.  Radved,  That  the  act  making  an  appropriation 
of  one  million  of  dollars  per  annum  for  the  increase  of 
the  Navy  be  so  amended  mm  to  extend  the  time  within 
which  such  increase  shall  be  made,  and  to  reduce  the 
annual  appiepristion  to  the  sun  sf  fin  himdrod  thou* 
sand  dollar*. 

7.  JUtoUtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  recall  from  ac- 
tive service  one  half  of  the  naval  fatco  now  employed, 
and  to  [riaee  the  same  in  ordinaiy. 

And  the  same  having  been  read- — 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Geo^ia,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  task  which  I  have  under- 
taken, to  investi^te  all  the  subjects  involved  in 
the  resolutions  just  read,  would  be  a  fearful  one, 
to  heads  much  more  profound  than  mine.  But,  as 
I  am  well  convinced  that  the  Committee  are  not 
prepared  to  expect  a  display  of  any  profound  ideas 
from  me,  I  deem  an  apology  for  the  very  impep- 
fect  views  which  I  shall  offer  quite  unnecessary. 

Broad  as  the  resolutions  wotud  appear,  they  are 
defective  in  not  embracing  all  the  objects  upon 
which  I  mean  to  touch  in  the  course  of  my  re- 
marks. For  this  reason  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
offeriDg  one  or  two  amendments  before  the  inves- 
tigation of  them  shall  be  dosed. 

I  think  the  preference  which  is  to  be  given  to 
the  form  in  which  these  resolutions  have  been  in- 
troduced, will  be  obvious.  They  admit  of  the 
Committee's  taking  a  full  view  of  the  state  of  the 
nation.  They  admit  of  an  iuquirv  into  the  finan- 
cial resources  of  the  country,  and  of  the  sources 
from  which  revenue  is  derived  by  tbe  existing 
laws;  into  the  extent  of  the  various  establishmenta 
requiring  the  expenditure  of  the  puUie  money ;  the 
necessity  and  usefulness  of  them,  and  the  adequacy 
of  the  revenue  to  their  maintenance ;  whether  they 
are  to  be  supported  by  the  imposition  of  additionu 
burdens  npon  thx  people,  in  tne  shape  of  loans  or 
taxes,  or  whether  the  interests  and  true  {wlicy  of 
the  nation  would  not  rather  point  to  their  reau&- 
tion  in  preference  to  such  a  resort.  The  impor- 
tance of  the  question  involved  in  such  an  inquiry 
wilt  not  be  denied.  Attempts  at  a  jpartial  view  oT 
them,  and  at  making  partial  reductions  in  the  pub- 
lic expenses,  are  always  attended  with  the  danger- 
of  domg  nothiuK,  or  of  running  into  an  extreme 
parsimony  in  relation  to  particular  objects.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  determine  what  shaH 
be  the  "  pcH^ion  of  the  produce  of  the  land  and 
labor  of  tne  country  to  be  placed  at  the  dtsposition 
of  Government."  This  must  be  determined  by  the 
capacity  of  tbe  people  to  contribute  this  portion- 
Wnen,  however,  it  is  ascertained,  it  is  right  that 
yon  should  have  before  your  eyes  all  the  objects  of 
expenditure,  before  you  will  be  able  properly  to 
distribute  it  among  the  several  objects. 

By  what  princimi  the  L^^iidatnre  of  this  nation 
ihall  begDTcnied  in  determming  thia  ''portioaof 
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the  product  of  land  aod  labor,?'  (which  is  oaly  a 
definition  of  what  are  called  taxes,)  has  been  a 
ssbject  of  great  discussion  aod  contrariety  of  o{tta- 
£r<an  uie  institation  of  the  GoTemment  to  the 
pment  day.  My  opinHm  apon  the  safajeet  can 
be  aqnraaed  in  Teryfewwwdt:  The  peo^e  of 
that  nation  are  happiest  whom  rights  are  protected 
at  the  least  ezpense,  with  the  least  danger  from  the 
instruments  of  protection,  and  where  mere  are  the 
fewest  obstacles  created,  bv  law,  to  the  exercise  of 
individoal  industry,  and  tbe  display  of  individual 
enterprise.  1  can  scarcely  conceive  of  controversy 
upon  a  position  so  reasonable  and  i^ain. 

We  boast  that  our  form  of  Gtoremment  best  ad- 
mits of  reducing  the  principle  I  have  stated  into 
practice.  I  v»y  much  fear  that  history  has  yet  to 
determine,  from  our  conduct,  whether,  like  the 
Athenians  in  relation  to  politeness,  we  shall  show 
that  we  only  know  it,  or,  like  the  Lacedemonians, 
we  practise  it.  That  we  have  an  idea  of  it  I 
think  is  very  evident ;  for  no  people  under  the  sun 
htwt  more  of  their  national  simplicity,  fimgality, 
and  economy,  than  we  do.  even  at  the  very  mo- 
ment that  an  increase  of  the  puUic  burdens  is  re- 
quired to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  year. 
To  prove  a  conformity  between  the  boast  and  the 
fact,  is  a  task  I  have  no  dtsposiiioa  to  undertake. 

Admitting  the  practicability  of  economical  prin- 
ciples, (which,  so  far  from  denying  1  shall  attempt, 
before  I  conclude,  to  prove.,)  I  wiu  take  the  liberty 
to  say,  that  in  no  nation  can  taxation  be  rendered 
more  oppressive  than  in  ours.  This  arises  from 
our  form  of  Government}  from  that  "Miipertwa  tn 
im^ierioj"  that  exercise  of  two  distinct  kinds  of 
sovereignty  by  the  same  people,  of  which  we  are 
so  proud.  The  affairs  of  the  Confederacy  are  ad- 
ministered by  one  body  of  magistracy,  under  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  munt  be  supported  in 
its  expenses.  The  government  of  each  State,  in 
whose  care  is  confided  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
people's  rights,  conducted  by  another  hody  of  magis- 
tracy, and  most  also  be  supported.  The  expenses 
fif  eilner  government,  taken  sqiarately,have  noth- 
ing alarming  in  their  amount.  If  added  tcvether, 
Uiey  are  swelled  to  an  enormous  sum,  ana  it  re- 
quires but  little  augmentation  to  make  them  one- 
rous indeed.  Suppose  the  General  Government 
should  determine  upon  some  grand  and  expensive 
political  scheme,  the  execution  of  which  requires 
an  increase  of  revenue;  for  instance,  a  magnifi- 
cent scheme  of  internal  improvements,  in  favor  of 
which  a  vote  of  this  House  has  alread^  been  had  j 
and  that  one  of  the  States,  say  New  York,  deter- 
mines 00  a  similar  scheme,  as  she  has  doacj  also 
requiring  an  increase  of  State  revenue;  is  it  not 
obvious  that  the  burdens  of  the  people  of  that  State 
would  be  rapidly  increased?  I  have  alluded  to 
this  scheme  of  internal  improvements  only  by  way 
^f  exem^ifying  my  idras.  If,  however,  the  view 
is  extmoed  to  all  tbe  powers  which  may  be  exer- 
eiaed  by  each  sovereignty,  requiring  the  expendi- 
ture of  money,  it  will  be  seen  that  tne  adoption  of 
but  very  few  of  these  magnificent  schemes  will 
make  the  public  burdens  alarmingly  oppressive, 
and  desnructive  of  a  large  share  of  our  comforts. 

The  fadlity  with  which  this  stale  of  things  conld 
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be  produced,  was  most  distinctly  perceived  by  the 
people  who  authorized  the  formation  of  tbe  Fede- 
ral Constitution,  and  by  whose  authority  it  wai 
pat  in  opmition.  The  old  Federal  Govemmoit 
asked  or  the  Stales  the  power  to  impose  a 
small  tax  on  commerce.  The  Convention  whica 
met  to  confer  that  power  produced  the  Federal 
Coostitntion,  as  the  restUt  of  Uteir  labors  and  sub- 
mitted it  to  the  people  for  their  ratification.  In 
their  examinations  of  this  instniment,  they  could 
but  see  how  i^jorionily  the  anlimited  pown  of 
taxation  thnein  conferred  might  be  exercised. 

Gentlemen  can  see,  by  turning  to  the  various- 
acts  of  ratification,  how  many  of  the  States,  by 
express  declarations  and  limitations,  attempted  to 
guard  against  the  abuse  of  the  powers  conferred 
upon  the  Federal  Government,  and  to  settle  the 
pinciples  of  policy  by  which  the  agents  employed 
m  the  administration  of  that  government  should 
be  guided.  These  acts  speak  a  language  that 
cannot  be  misunderstood;  and  let  it  De  remem> 
bered  that  this  language  it  hdd  by  the  people  far 
whom  the  Federal  Constitution  was  made  ana 
ratified  to  their  servants  thereafter  to  be  appdnted 
to  execnte  tbe  pwiwBes  of  it  It  is  in  these  acts 
that  we  shall  first  discover  the  marks  of  distinetioii 
between  what  lias  since  been  approprialdy  d(h 
nominated  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  soorees 
of  revenue.  By  the  mnt  was  meant  the  revenue 
derived  from  commeroe,  to  which  ha»  since  beoi 
added  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and,  by  the 
second,  internal  taxes  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the 
term.  Here  it  is  that  we  see  the  makers  of  the 
Constitution  declaring  that  "standing  armiea  in 
time  of  peace  are  dangennis  to  liberty,"  and  that 
the  defence  of  the  country  shall  rest  upon  the 
militia.  Here,  in  short,  we  shall  see  asserted  and 
dictated,  in  the  plainest  terms,  all  those  prindpdes 
of  economy  aod  rules  of  political  conduct  wnidi 
I  am  attempting  to  advoeato.  To  read  the  whole 
of  these  raofiemou  would  tax  the  patience  of  the 
Committee  more  than  I  widi ;  but  I  pray  thai  in- 
dulgence in  reading  one  or  two  of^  them.  The 
ratmcation  of  New  York  coBtains  the  following 
expressions:  "That  the  people  have  a  right  to 

*  keep  and  bear  arms ;  that  a  well  regulated  mili- 

*  tia,  including  the  body  of  tbe  people  capaUe  of 
'  bearing  arms,  is  the  proper,  natural^  and  safe 
'  defence  of  a  free  State.''  "  That  standing  armies. 
'  in  times  of  peace,  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and 

*  oaght  not  to  be  kept  up,  except  in  cases  of  neces- 
'  sity,  and  that  at  all  times  the  military  should  be 
'  under  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power." 
"That  Congress  will  not  lay  direct  taxes  in  this 
'  State,  but  when  moneys  arising  from  the  imposts 
'  and  excise  shall  be  insufficient  for  the  puUic 
'  exigencies,  nor  then^  until  Congress  shall  first 
( have  made  a  requisition  upon  the  State  to  assess, 
'  levy,  and  par  the  amount  of  aaeh  requisition,'^ 
dbc*  QnthiskatsulgeetihelaDgaageoftherati- 
fication  of  North  Carolina  is  as  iollowa:  "When 
'  Congreas  shall  laj  direet  taxes  or  excises^  they 
'  ^allimmediatdy  inform  the  executive  power  of 


*  See  Jonmal  of  the  Fednal  Constitution,  pegM 
437,431. 
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*  each  StBt^"  &c.*  Sueh,  sir,  was  the  j«aloiwy 
displayed  by  the  peotdeof  the  8tat«»— pertin  to 
4be  GoDStUirtioii — in  rdalion  to  the  subjeet  of  id- 
■Unaf  tues.  That  they  iotecded  that  the  Qeoeml 
CtorernmeBt  should  rely  ooty  upon  the  imposts  for 
-deftayio?  the  expeoses  in  times  of  PjUice,  cannot 
admit  a  doubt.  If^  however,  the  public  exif^Dcies 
— ^if  a  Btate  of  war,  or  other  eztraotdinary  circum- 
ataoce,  should  require  it,  then,  and  not  till  t^n, 
was  rcMnt  to  be  had  to  other  sources  of  reTeme, 
so  long  as  the  neeesaiiy  should  continue.  What 
was  it,  sir,  but  a  departure  from  those  prinoii^es, 
and  some  others  prescribed  in  the  same  impera- 
tire  mauner,  that  caused  the  people,  at  a  later 

Eriod  in  the  Oowrnment,  u>  withdiaw  their  con- 
mee  Irom  their  agokts  then  in  the  adminisini- 
tMn  of  aflairs,  and  to  sabetitnte  Mr.  j'efifoiaon  and 
his  friends  in  their  plaeM?  The  mention  of  the 
jume  of  thii  distinguished  man  leads  me  to  call 
)die  attention  of  the  Committee  to  certain  opinions 
-of  his  in  corroboratioQ  of  the  ideas  I  hare  ad- 
TBQced;  not  because  thev  are  his  opinions,  but  be- 
oMse  they  were  those  of  the  pec^le  at  that  period. 
They  will  also  be  found  id  the  writings  and 
speeches  of  the  "conscript  ftthers,"  and  the  re- 

Crts  and  proceedings  of  Congress  of  that  day. 
r.  Jc^raen's  opinions  were  then  eoasiderad  as 
tita  test  of  political  orthodcocy.  I  am  aware^  sir, 
th«re  has  since  been  a  ooasidoahle  change  in  th« 
times,  and  that,  in  this  change,  men  have  not  been 
d)le  to  preserre  a  nniftKrmity  of  political  visage. 
But,  if  his  principles  were  then  founded  in  truth 
and  political  propriety,  they  are  now  e^vally 
worihy  of  being  edopted  in  praotiee.  Such  iseer- 
tainly  my  o|iiBion  of  them,  and^  therefore,  1  shall 
•ot  iiduiqiush  them.  In  his  inaagural  speech, 
among  ouier  principies  advanced  by  him,  are  the 
toOivmng :  "A  weft  disciplined  nriiitia,  our  best 
*-teKance  in  peace,  and  nu*  the  first  moments  of 

*  WBr,  till  regulars  may  relieve  them;  the  supre- 

*  macy  of  the  civil  over  the  military  aothonty; 
'  economy  in  the  public  expense,  that  labor  nay 
^  be  lightly  burdened ;  the  honest  payment  of  our 
'  detes,  and  sacred  preservation  of  the  public  faith ; 
'  encouragement  of  agriculture,  and  of  commerce, 
'  as  its  handmaid (the  word  mami^Sactiiira  is  not 
-to  be  found  in  the  sentence — should  it  hereafter 
creep  in,  I  hope  it  will  be  understood  to  be  an  in- 
terpolation,) *'the  diffusion  of  information,  and 
'  Ae  arraignment  of  all  abases  at  the  bar  of  the 
'  {mblic  reason ;  freedom  of  religiwi — freedom  of 

*  the  press— and  irecdotn  of  persons  under  the  pro- 
f  teetWQ  of  the  Aobu  «or«M:  and  trial  by  juries 
<  impartiaUy  selected." 

These  pnnci]^es  fonn  dw  bright  eonstellation 
rwhich  has  gone  before  us  and  guided  our  steps 
through  an  age  of  revolution  and  reformation.  The 
wisdom  of  oar  sages  and  blood  of  our  heroee  have 
been  devoted  to  their  attainment ;  they  should  be 
the  creed  of  our  political  faith,  text  of  civic 
institutions,  the  touchstone  by  which  to  try  the 
•ervices  of  those  we  trust ;  and  should  we  wander 


*  Ibid,  ptge  444.  Nestljr  the  mus  Isngasge  is  used 
ta  the  r»tifieations  of  Mutscbosetta,  New  Hsmpshire, 
Tiiginia,  Bouth  Carolina,  and  Khods  Island. 


from  them  in  memeots  of  error  or  of  dam,  let-tts 
hasten  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  to  regain  the  rend 
which  atone  leads  to  peace,  liberty,  and  saf^. 
How  beaotiful  the  style — how  much  more  beatiti- 
ful  the  princtides  1  It  would  be  a  speealstion  not 
entirely  fruitless  to  compare  our  present  p<^tieal 
course  with  that  of  tbeadministmtien  jest  previoos 
to  the  delivery  of  this  speeeh,  and  test  its  correot* 
ness  by  the  "  touchstone  "  <^ these  princi[4es.  Then 
an  army  in  time  of  profound  prace  was  deemed 
propep— so  it  is  now.  Then  an  expensive  navy 
was  to  be  created  and  snppoTted~-8o  it  is  now. 
Then  a  ta^  debt  was  not  considered  a  natioul 
curse — Qor  is  it  now.  Then  a  latitudinous  con- 
stmotion  of  the  C(»HSitati<ak  was  the  fashionatde 
dooli-ine— eo  it  is  now,  by  mtne  than  one  sdenn 
vote  of  this  House.  Then  a  sedi^on  law  was 
both  poper  and  ConstitetioiiBl.*  Inanoiherfaraiidi 
of  the  Legislatare  they  hare  lately  said  it  was  not 
unconstitutional.  Theeomparison  m^tbewged 
mach  farther,  but  I  will  not  punme  it. 

In  his  first  fidesaage  to  Congress,  Mr.  Jelfersn 
qieaks  the  following  language : 

"War,  indeed,  tad  untoward  events,  may  change 
this  protpect  of  things,  and  esll  for  expenses  whkh 
At  impMta  could  not  meet.  But,  sound  prineiplss 
wBI  n«t  jsatify  ear  texiog  the  indastry  of  nor  feHaw- 
citintM  to  aocumnlate  traasare  for  wan  to  happen 
wa  know  Qot  when,  and  wtucfa  a>^ht  not,  perfaaps, 
happen,  bat  from  the  tsBptations  oSSmA  by  that 
traaaDra. 

"  Thsae  views,  bowavar,  of  radadng  oar  bardaoa, 
are  ftnaad  on  the  aapaetation  that  a  aeruible,  and  at 
diasMse  tfans  aaalalary  EedaedeB,aMy  take  place  in 
onr  habitaal  ezpeadituies.  Far  this  purpose  thoaa  of 
the  Civil  Goremmeht,  the  Araijr,  sad  Navy,  will  aaad 
reviaal.  Whan  we  consider  that  this  OoTorontaat  is 
diarged  with  the  axiamal  and  matoal  rel^rtions  only 
of iheae  States;  that  the  States  themBelves have  tha 
principal  care  of  our  persona,  our  property,  and  our 
reputation,  constituting  tha  great  field  of  humaa  con- 
cerns, we  may  well  doubt  whether  our  organiaation  ia 
not  too  complicated,  too  expeosivs ;  whether  offlears 
and  offices  have  not  been  mvldplteduDneceBsarily,  and 
sometknee  injarionaly  to  the  asrviea  they  ware  meant 
to  promote. 

X  beg  pardon  of  the  Committee  for  having  de- 
tained them  so  long  by  reading  these  extracts. 
But  really  they  are  so  aj^Iicable  to  the  present 
situation  of  the  nation,  that  they  seem  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  us  with  equal  propriety  as  to  the  Con- 
gress for  whom  they  were  intended.  Yes,  sir,  if 
a  system  of  economy  were  not  recommended  to 
us  by  its  evident  propriety,  under  the  most  favora- 
ble circumstances,  we  are  now  driven  to  its  adop- 
tion by  the  embarrassments  by  which  we  are  stir- 
rounded.  What  is  oor  present  condition  ?  What 
is  the  state  of  the  nation  ? 

We  have  an  Army,  which,  with  its  various  ap- 
pendages, is  towe  numerous  then  it  ever  was  be- 
fore in  a  time  of  peaee. 

We  have  a  Navy,  the  force  and  expense  of 
which  have  almoat  quadrupled  ia  ten  yenia. 


*  The  Senate  refased  to  reftand  tu  Malhew  Lyon  ft 
fine  iatpesed  on  bfm  under  the  SadttieD  law. 
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We  bare  a  pennon  list,  vhose  rapid  grmrtb  and 
eitended  lengu  ^ould  affright  us. 

We  have  a  cnH  list  <^  eonstutlf  niereasiDg 
eotpense. 

We  hare  a  aatioBal  debt  or$90j000,000,  wbieh, 
to  my  the  least  of  is  not  diimnishiog,  and  tbe 
Sntoest  opon  vbicb  nqnires  more  tban  oue-foorth 
of  tbe  eetimated  reecspts  into  the  Treasury  for  the 
present  year. 

And,  to  crown  the  whole,  for  tbe  last  and  tbe 
present  year,  the  annnal  revenue  calculated  to  be 
Teeeived,  by  official  reports  tubraitied  to  onr  in- 
spectioQ,  i>  insnffleient  to  support  these  establish- 
in«its,  by  miUioaa  of  dollars. 

Howerer  coolly  some  may  alfect  to  view  this 
state  of  things,  to  me  it  presents  a  subject  of  the 
most  lirdy  intnest.  It  is,  at  least,  sufficiently 
gloomy  to  urge  us  toarcTiew  of  our jpeliey,  and  to 
correct  its  errors,  if  any  there  are.  This  is  a  duty 
which  the  i»tion  expects  us  to  perform,  and  let 
us  not  shrink  from  the  task. 

By  the  reports  fr«n  the  Treaaary  Department, 
it  wUl  be  seen  that,  at  the  Ust  Congress,  itwas 
caleolBted  the  recei]Ks  into  the  Treasnry  for  the 
year  1820,  exchslre  of  loans,  woold  be  somewhere 
about  9^)000,000.  At  the  present  session,  with 
more  certain  data  upon  whiea  io  make  the  calcu- 
latien,  it  appears  that  tbe  estimate  of  the  receipts 
of  the  year  1820  will  but  little  exceed  that  9inn, 
indnsire  of  tbe  loan  of  93^000,060,  authorized  at 
the  last  session.  The  apprc^riations  then  made, 
after  very  great  reducU(»)s  from  the  estimates, 
were  about  9^5,060,000 ;  so  that'  the  receipts  will 
be  less  than  the  appropriation,  by  a  sum  of  at  least 
93,000,000.  Tbis,  however,  isnot  the  worst  of  the 
evil.  If  you  take  into  consideration  all  the  charges 
nmn  tbe  revenue  of  the  year  1^,  inclnsive  of 
the  appropriations  for  that  year,  and  of  the  sums 
approiniated  in  181B  and  1819,  and  which  have 
not  been  paid,  it  appears  that  the  aetoal  bdance 
wainat  the  Treasary  is  mere  than  94,000,000,  at 
&e  end  of  1880. 

By  tfie  same  reports  it  is  estimated,  that  the  re- 
oeipta  of  the  present  year,  (IKl,)  from  all  sources 
«f  revenue,  will  be  916,550,000.  Of  this  sum,  we 
are  told  that  at  least  9i;900,€0O  will  not  he  avail- 
aUe  in  tbe  eoune  of  the  year,  on  aeconnt  of 
9^)000  ia  notes  upon  banks  that  cannot  be  con- 
▼erted  into  current  money,  and  on  acemint  of 
the  time  itMqniresto  tmnslerapartof  thereveone 
received  in  one  part  of  tbe  country,  to  another, 
where  it  is  to  be  disbursed,  and  which,  it  is  sup- 
posed, will  render  a  farther  sum  of  9000,000  un- 
available ;  BO  that  the  sum  estimated  to  be  receiv- 
ed iato  the  Treasury  will  re»lly  not  be  more  tban 
$15,350,000.  By  the  estimates  just  laid  on  onr 
table,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  money  re- 

? aired  for  ue  eurroat  expenses  of  Crovernment  in 
821,  is  917^19^  33,  oonsistingia  thefoUow- 
ing  iteois,  viz : 

For  the  pablie  debt  -  -  -  95,477,776  76 
The  civil  list,  and  miscellaaeous 

excuses,  &c.  -  -  -  -  1,?69;850  04 
The  Navy,  inelusiTe  of  91,000,000 

a  year  for  its  increase  -  •  3,488,676  81 
The  War  Department      -     ~    ^965,3SS  61 


Unexpended  bonces,  not  provid- 
ed for  - 
Permanent  appiopriatieiis  - 


1,875,437  00 
81,075  DO 

917,619,068  88 

If  to  this  you  add  the  intttesl  upon  the  contem- 
plated loan  of  97,000,000,  at  5  per  wnt.,  it  will 
swell  the  sum  to  917,860,066  28,  exceeding  the 
estimated  avatlaUe  receipts  by  92,519,068  28. 

If  to  this  you  add  the  estimated  balance  against 
the  Treasury,  at  tbe  end  of  the  year  18S0,  it  will 
be  seen  that,  in  order  to  effect  all  objects  for  which 
aiipropiatioos  have  been  heretofore  made,  and  to 
fumisn  what  wilt  be  required  for  the  service  of 
1821,  a  sum  but  little  short  of  97,000,000,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  available  estimated  receipts  of  the 
year,  must  be  provided.  It  has  heretofore  been 
usual  to  have  in  the  Treasury  at  least  91,000,000 
above  all  charges  upon  it,  as  a  contingent  fund, 
which  may  w  required  oy  uaforeMen  oiKam- 
stances.  If  it  iscoDceivedtobeprtyerlopwiwva 
this  fund,  then  the  sua  to  be  praridcd,  above  the 
receipts  of  the  year,  will  he  Boudy- 98,000^000. 

In  the  Treasury  documents  fteqnent  mentioo  ia 
made  of  "  unexpended  balances  of  ^qmpriations." 
For  instance,  tnose  of  the  last  year,  and  wUeh 
are  deducted  from  the  estimates  of  the  present 
year.  Id  tbe  calculation  which  I  have  just  sub- 
mitted, of  the  expenses  of  the  present  year,  I  have 
stated  these  bidances  at  91j<975,437,  and  said  that 
they  were  to  be  provided  for.  I  hope  no  gentle- 
man will  be  deceived  in  rdation  to  these  '"unex- 
pended balances  of  former  appropriations."  The 
truth  is,  that  their  amount  is  not,  never  has  been, 
and  never  will  be,  in  the  Treasury,  unless  Con- 
gress procure  the  money^  and  put  it  there.  To 
talk,  therefore,  of  deducuog  from  the  estimates  of 
the  year  that  which  does  not  exist  in  fact,  is  ab- 
surd.  If  you  will  first  borrow  the  amount  of  these 
unexpended  balances,  and  place  it  ia  the  Treasu- 
ry, Uien  you  may  deduct  it  fiom  the  estimates. 
But  that  will  be  just  the  same  thing  as  taking  do 
notice  at  all  of  them,  and  proceeung  to  provide 
for  the  whole  amount  of  the  sums  estimated  to  be 
necosary  for  the  service  of  the  year.  If  you  have 
to  borrow  it,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  whether 
you  do  it  in  the  shape  of  mo&ey  necessary  for  the 
cnirent  expenses  of  tbe  year,  or  money  necessary 
to  make  good  the  amount  of  appropriations  here- 
tofore made,  but  not  received  mto  the  Treasury, 
and  which,  as  it  will  not  be  wanting  to  efi^t  the 
objects  for  which  the  appropriations  were  made, 
may  be  deducted  from  the  estimates  of  the  next 
year.  The  thing  is  in  fact  the  same,  altfaeueh  it 
may  be  done  under  two  different  names.  The 
whole  mystery,  if  any  there  be,  is  in  not  distin- 
guishing iwtween  **  unexpended  balances  of  appro- 
priations" and  unexpended  balances  of  money  ap- 
propriated. In  the  first  instance  the  amount  may 
never  hare  been  received,  although  the  appropria- 
tions were  made  upon  the  presumption  that  it 
would  be.  In  the  second,  it  has  been  received, 
but  was  not  wanting  for  the  object  for  which  it 
was  appropriated.  Now,  it  will  be  seen,  from  the 
reports,  that  the  balances  proposed  to  be  deducted 
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from  the  estimates  of  the  monef  wanted  for  the 
aerviee  of  the  year,  are  of  appropriations,  and  not 
of  money.  By  casting  our  eyes  upon  the  Treasury 
report  or  the  21st  December,  1820,  it  will  be  per- 
fectly obvions  that  the  amount  of  these  unexpended 
balances  has  nerer  been  in  the  Treasury.  The 
Secretary  says: 
That,  of  the  sDmi  sppropristcd  for  1680,  %vA  pre- 
vious yesrs,  it  is  estimtted  there  will  be  on  the  books 
of  the  Treesury,"  (not  in  the  TresKDry,)  "on  the 
lit  Janusry.  isai       -      -      -  «6^,61»  03 
That  there  will  be  on  that  day,  lo 
the  haoda  of  the  TreMorer,  as  agent 
ofthe  War  and  Navy  DeparUnents     M7,841  SB 
*■  That**  (cODieqaently  by  the  addition 
oF  these  two  snma)  "  the  whole 
amoontof  nneipended  balanceaof 
appropristioDs"  (not  money)  "  sab- 
ject  to  the  disporition  of  the  Execa- 
tive  Government,  daring  1831, ii  es- 
timated at   7,834,860  8S 

"That  of  that  torn  thwe  will  be  re- 
qaireil  to  defray  the  eapensM  in* 
earrcd  in  18S0,  or  noeesasiy  to  *U 
foet  the  objects  for  whtdl  the  aqppro- 
ptialione  were  made  ...  8,683^660  47 
**And  that  there  will  reaun  nnaz* 
pended  (of  appropriations)  "  and 
not  neceMajy  to  eflect  the  objeeta 
for  which  the  several  appropriatioDs 
were  made  4;20a,300  91" 

In  the  next  page  the  report  proceeds  lo  inform  oa  that, 
of  the  whole  "  estimated  receipts  into  the  Treaaory 
in  ISM^  the  amount  applioabis  to  the  fourth  qaarter 
of  the  year  ending  the  Slal  of  Deoember,  1S20, 
wiU  be  9S,467,e30  88 

<•  TbM  the  payments  made  in  the  4th 
quarter,  and  Uioae  which  are  re- 

S aired  to  complete  the  service  of 
le  year  1830,  amount,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, to  9.662,395  07" 


Leaving  a  balance  against  the  Treas> 
«ry,  on  the  1st  January.  ISSI,  of  94,304,4M  34 


Now,  in  this  sum  of  $9,662,295  07  is  included 
only  socli  part  of  the  appropriations  theretofore 
made  as  was  necessary  to  eitect  the  objects  for 
which  they  were  made,  and  conseqoenUy  that  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  will  not  ^ecl  the  ob- 
jects intended  by  a  som  of  94^304,464  24  althouEfh 
It  is  ascvtatned  that  these  objects  can  be  effected 
with  a  sum  of  84,202,200  less  than  was  estimated 
for  them.  Had  the  whole  amount  appropriated 
been  wanted  to  effect  these  objects,  the  IralaDce 
against  the  Treasury,  instead  of  being  what  it  is, 
would  have  been  $8,406,664  24.  Thatlamrieht 
in  this  conclusion,  will  be  evident  from  the  ex^a- 
naiion  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
For,  he  says,  "  to  avoid  complexity,  the  sums  ne- 
<  cessary  to  complete  the  service  of  the  year  1820, 
'  or  to  effect  the  objects  for  which  the  several  ap- 

*  propriations  were  made,  are  in  the  above  state- 
'  ment  (which  I  have  just  referred  to)  considered 

*  a  charge  upon  the  Treasury  during  the  fourth 
'  quarter  of  the  year,  although  it  is  probable  that 
'  a  portion  of  these  soms  may  not  be  drawn  nntil 


'  late  in  the  ensuing  year,  and,  possibly,  a  small 
'  part  not  before  1822.  In  the  annual  rqiwt  (that 
'of  1st  December,  1820)  no  sum  was  charged  upon 
*  the  fourth  quarter  but  what  was  understood 
'  would  be  drawn thus  accounting  for  the  vast 
difference  between  the  charge  on  the  fourth  quar^ 
ter,  as  represented  in  the  two  reports.  The  truth 
is,  that  the  payments  for  many  objects  are  often 
not  made  for  two  years  after  the  apinvpriation  is 
passed,  from  a  failure  to  settle  accounts,  and  many 
other  causes  easy  to  be  conceived. 

Thus,  then,  it  appears  that  within  three  years 
past  the  af^ropriations  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Ckivemment  liave  exceeded  the  estimated  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  more  than  $8,000,000 ;  that  the 
mmonnt  of  then  required  to  complete  the  objects 
intended  has  exceeded  them  more  uan  $4,000,000; 
and,  according  to  the  various  estimates  laid  before 
US,  that  the  som  required  for  the  s^ice  of  the 
year  1821  (exclusive  of  the  payment  of  any  part 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt)  will  exceed  the 
estimated  receipts  of  that  year  more  than  $2^500,- 
000.  Who  can  view  this  state  of  things  witn  in- 
difference, unless  he  is  prepared  to  impose  new 
burdens  on  the  hand  of  labor,  and  thus  create  new 
sources  of  revenue  7  To  tliis,  however,  we  must 
come,  unless  we  "retrace  our  steps,"  and  more 
especially  if  we  adhne  to  the  pledge  which,  by  a 
statemrat  made  by  a  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  LowHDEs)  at  the  last  session,  the  Gov- 
emment  seems  to  have  made,  with  itself  if  noC 
with  the  public  creditors,  and  which  I  highly  ap- 
prove^ to  wit:  that  its  receipts  should  exceed  ita 
expenses  in  each  year,  by  a  sum  eqnal  to  the 
amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  is  now  $1(^- 
000,000.  To  release  Ue  Treamry  fnun  its  present 
embarrassments,  and  to  guard  against  their  recur- 
roice,  we  must  now  resort  to  one  of  three  methods. 
1st.  We  must  impose  new  taxe^in  some  shapes 
to  the  amount  required ;  or,  2d.  We  must  add  to 
the  national  debt ;  or,  3d.  We  must  retrench  in 
our  expenses,  by  reducing  our  establishments  to 
the  lowest  state  that  the  public  safety  will  possibly 
admit  To  the  first,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
I  am  decidedly  oppc»ed.  Internal  taxes  are  suffi- 
ciently oppressive  and  vexatious  at  any  time.  I 
cannot  iorget,  what  I  think  is  evident,  that  this 
nation  ever  has  considered  them  as  reserved  for 
extraordinary  occasions.  To  the  second  I  am 
eqtuUy  hostile.  Mr.  Je&non  has  aptly  called  a 
national  debt  a  "  mortal  canker.'^  To  me,  there 
has  always  been  something  highly  objectionable, 
if  not  immoral,  in  the  Idea  of  nirdentng  our  pos- 
terity, for  the  support  of  our  extravagances.  The 
ft^owittg  remarks  of  Mr.  Jefferson  areso  admirable 
that  I  cannot  forbear  subjoining  them : 

*<  When,  merdy  by  avoiding  litte  objects  of  expense, 
we  are  aUe,  wiUiont  a  direct  tax,  without  intend 
taxes,  end  vrhbout  borrowing,  to  make  large  and  ef- 
fectual payments  towarda  the  discharge  of  oar  paUie 
debt,  and  the  emancipation  of  oor  posterity  from  that 
mortal  canker,  it  ie  an  enoouragement,  fellow-citiwiUt 
of  tbe  highest  order  to  proceed,  ai  we  have  brgno.  in 
aubstitaling  economy  for  tazstien,  aad  in  pnraning 
what  is  nseful  for  a  nation  placed  as  we  are,  rather 
than  what  is  practised     others  under  difirsni  cis> 
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emuHMntaa,  And  wlwniemr  we  an  dartlaad  lo 
meet  wanti  wludi  dudl  etU  fivtb  the  enttf  ies  of  our 
coaatajriBaii,  we  ban  Uw  firmest  reliaoee  od  Uiom 
raergiM,  snd  the  comfort  of  lesTing  for  eslls  like  those 
the  extiaonliDsrjr  resources  of  losns  and  intemsl  taxes. 
In  the  mean  time,  hy  psymeot  of  the  principal  of  our 
debt,  we  are  liberatiag  annnillj  portioDs  of  the  exter- 
nal taxes*  and  forniiDg  from  them  s  growing  fund  still 
fortber  to  lessen  the  neceisit;  of  recurring  to  extraor- 
dioaiy  rrBoarces." — Metaage  of  15th  December,  1803. 

My  plan,  therefore,  is  one  of  radical  retrench- 
ments, to  the  full  extent,  if  possible,  of  the  annual 
deficiency.  If,  however,  good  policy  should  say 
that  these  cannot  be  made,  I  will  consent  to  unite, 
with  such  as  can  be,  a  loan  of  an  amount  necessary 
to  answer  the  national  wants.  But  the  pruning 
knife  must  first  be  apj;)lied,  and  that  efiectuallv. 
My  present  impresaon  is,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  able 
to  diow  i t,  that  three  millions,  at  least,  may  be  lopped 
off  the  aiuual  eipenses  of  the  Government,  with- 
out danger ;  and  I  now  declare,  that,  unless  such 
reductions  are  made,  I  will  not  vote  for  one  cent 
of  taxes  or  loans. 

<  It  may  perhaps  be  urged  that  I  have  given  too 
gloomy  a  picture  of  die  condition  of  the  finances. 
But  let  it  be  remembered  that  I  have  done  it  upon 
the  official  documents.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  the 
calculatioQ  contained  in  these  documentH  make 
matters  worse  than  they  are,  and  that  the  receipts 
of  the  present  year  (1821)  will  be  greater  than  is 
estimated.  Last  Winter  we  were  misled  by  sim- 
^ar  suggestions,  and  most  sincerely  have  we  been 
punished  for  our  foUy  in  giving  credit  to  them. 
Had  we  then  made  the  reductions  which  I  now 
propose,  how  much  better  would  our  situatioa  have 
been.  That  the  revenue  will  improve  from  the 
present  sources,  I  hare  no  doubt,  but  not  in  the 
present  year.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  data  upon 
which  the  Treasury  calculations  have  been  nuule 
aie  given  to  us.  Upon  these  data,  no  doubt,  the 
estimates  have  been  as  favorable  for  the  Treas- 
ury as  they  could  be  made.  Estimates  must  al- 
ways be  attended  with  some  degree  of  uncertaintv ; 
fw,  to  mftke  them  eorrespcHid  certainly  with  the 
receipts  would  require  a  degree  of  «igacity  little 
short  of  a  prophetic  spirit.  The  receipts  are  some- 
times above,  but  more  frequently  under  the  esti- 
mates. Last  year,  (1821,)^  it  would  seem,  they 
were  two  millions  less.  That  they  will  consid- 
erably increase  in  1822-3-4, 1  believe ;  but  I  think 
itdemonstrablethat  the  increase  will  not  be  greater 
than  will  enaUe  the  Government,  within  those 
years,  to  relieve  itself  from  the  loans  incurred  in 
the  but  and  present  year,  and  to  leave  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  operate  upon  the  war  debt  which  will 
thai  become  due. 

My  plan,  then,  is,  that  die  expenses  shall  be  re- 
duced three  millious  at  least,  which  I  think  cannot 
be  done  without  greatly  reducing  the  existing  es- 
tablishments ;  that,  if  there  should  yet  be  a  defi- 
ciency, it  shsll  be  supplied  by  a  loan,  redeemable 
at  will.  Upon  what  terms  it  can  be  efiected,  I 
cannot  speak  with  certainty;  but,  from  in  formation 
I  have  lately  received  from  the  principal  commer- 
aal  cities,  I  am  so  strongly  under  the  impression 
that  it  can  be  e0ected  at  five  per  cent,  redeemable 


at  will  for  a  certain  number  of  yean,  (say  five, 
within  which,  that  uncertainty  ooncCToing  the 
investment  of  capital  now  apparent  in  the  trading 
world  will  probaoly  have  ceased,)  and  alWwanb 
at  the  will  of  the  lenders,  that  I  would  be  witling 
to  incur  the  respouibility  of  effecting  it  on  those 
terms. 

Let  us  then,  see,  in  the  first  place,  whether  the 
reductionsproposedcan  bemade  without  detriment 
to  the  public  safety.  In  doing  this,  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  we  are  at  peace  with  the  whole 
world ;  that  the  principal  difficulty  in  our  foreign 
relations  (I  allude  to  the  Florida  Treaty  and  our 
affairs  with  Spain)  is  upon  the  point  oi  amicable 
settlement,  according  to  tfie  most  undoubted  ac- 
counts:  and,  therefore,  that  we  need  entertain  no 
fears  of  a  rupture  with  any  foreign  Power  j  and 
there  it  aa  little  cause  of  lear  from  otu  "  savage 
neighbors." 

la  lookiiw  into  the  civil  list,  1  am  oUiged  to  eon- 
fess.that  I  find  ra^lf  too  igntwant  of  its  details  to 
analyize  it  v»y  scrupulously.  Such  has  been  my 
situation,  that  I  have  never  had  an  opptwtunity  of 
examining  it  with  attention,  so  as  to  detect  its 
most  useless  and  expensive  parts.  The  first  pact 
of  it  which  presents  itself  for  examination  is  the 
expense  of  the  Legislature.  Upon  the  subject  of 
the  compensation  of  members  of  Congress,  my 
opinions  have  been  long  known.  I  have  neva 
attempted  to  disguise  them.  I  thiok  now  as  I 
thought  three  years  ago,  that  they  are  worse  paid 
than  any  other  public  servants ;  uiat,  if  you  wish 
Congress  to  be  intelligent  and  independent,  you 
mliBt  make  a  seat  there  sufficiently  lucrative  to 
place  him  who  fills  it  above  the  reach  of  impf  oper 
influence  by  more  profitaUe  statirais}  tlutt  the 
compensation  shoiUd  be  such  as  to  make  a  scat 
more  deairaUe  than  most  other  offices.  Since 
the  war,  the  compensation  of  many  of  the  offi- 
cers has  beat  increased  u^n  the  avowed  and 
proper  ^ound  of  Uie  depreciation  of  the  currency 
of  tne  country.  In  my  opinion  the  pay  of  Con- 
gress has  never  been  propoly  proportioned  to  that 
of  other  public  servants.  Three  years  ago  I  was 
favorable  to  such  proportion.  Congress,  however, 
although  it  determined  upon  increasing  it,  on  ac- 
count of  the  depreciation  of  Uie  currency,  fixed 
upon  eight  dollars  a  day  as  bearing  a  proper  pro- 
portion to  other  public  salaries.  Well,  sir,  money 
nas  appreciated.  Three  dollars  now  will  purchase 
as  many  or  more  necessaries  and  comforts  as  four 
would  wen.  If  depreciation  of  currency  was  a 
good  cause  for  an  increase  of  salaries,  (and  I  ad- 
mit it  was,)  appreciation  is  an  equally  good  cause 
for  their  diminution.  I  shall  iherelore  vote  to 
diminish  all  that  have  been  increased.  If  this 
should  be  done,  can  there  can  be  aoy  good  reastm 
why,  for  similar  causes,  we  should  not  reduce  our 
own  compensation  7  I  think  not  Therefore,  in 
case  other  eataries  are  reduced,  I  shall  vote  to 
reduce  the  pay  of  Congress.  By  a  reduction  of 
all  salaries,  and  the  pay  of  Congress,  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  per  cent.  1  have  calculated  a  saving  to 
the  Treasury  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  at  least. 

From  a  report  laid  on  our  tables  from  the  Tre»> 
sory  Department,  it  would  seem  that  by  abolish!^ 
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'COiaiii  effiow  in  the  ooUectiaa  of  ibe  cwtomaL 
there  can'  be  •  sBviiig  of  one  hundred  thousnnd 
doUkre.  In  the  ornnization  of  the  Deptrtmeats 
in  this  city,  I  think  a  considerable  one  could  be 
made.  iWe  is  now  such  a  degree  of  complexity 
ander  the  prsMBt  o^aintion  that  one  had  as 
well  attempt  to  penetrate  the  celebrated  labyrinth 
of  the  days  of  fable  as  to  onderstand  the  connexion 
of  the  Tarious  offices  in  the  oerenl  Departmoits 
with  each  otfaH*.  We  know  that  the  difflculty  of 
iHinging  to  a  speedy  adjustment  the  numerous 
accounts  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  pub- 
4ic  money,  in  the  late  war,  affiirded  camt  for  the 
creation  of  many  new  oflftces.  They  hare  aow  been 
in  oporation  for  fonr  or  five  years ;  and  it  would 
seem  to  me  thai,  if  the  officm  bare  done  tneir 
duty,  there  can  be  no  good  reason  to  oontinue 
tiiem.  This  load  of  faiuinees  must  or  ou^ht  to 
hare  been  despatched.  Could  not  tne  pubhe  ac- 
-oonnts  be  now  managed  hj  thieeanditon  and  one 
«omptroUer?  We  lutve  an  officer  called  a  Pay- 
master Qeneral.  Of  what  use  is  he  ?  I  hare  un- 
derstood that,  since  the  death  of  the  late  incnm- 
bent,  (who,  it  would  seem,  died  greatly  inarrcan,) 
fio  money  is  placed  in  his  hands.  For  aught  that 
I  can  discover,  his  bosiness  is  merely  to  make  out 
estimates  of  pay,  and  correspond  with  the  district 

Ssymasters ;  and  this  any  clerk  could  do,  who  un- 
erstands  the  common  rules  of  arithmetic.  Nearly 
the  same  obserrations  may  be  toade  about  one  or 
both  of  the  commissaries.  A  clerk  of  common 
talents  would  be  able  to  discharge  their  duties  iu 
examining  proposals  and  making  contracts,  which 
at  lart  must  undergo  the  rerisiott  of  the  head  of 
the  Ctapartment.  Then  the  Snxgconsnd  Apothe- 
cary Generals ;  their  duties  cannot  be  so  eonsider- 
sUe  as  autt  one  or  both  cannot  be  dispensed  with. 
ta  time  -of  peace,  I  should  suppose  each  regimen- 
ttX  snigeM  would  be  able,  if  you  will  furnish  him 
the  monef,  to  puMhtae  me  neecaaary  medicines 
and  instromeots  for  that  pcvtion  of  the  armr  whose 
health  is  itttrasted  to  his  care.  At  least,  I  think, 
■one  of  them  can  be  abolished.  We  have  also  a 
-Postmaster  Qeneral,  and  two  assistant  Postmasters 
General.  The  osefidasss  of  the  two  assHtants  I 
'caunot  discover.  What  duties  bare  they  to  per- 
form that  an  intdtigent  clerk  conld  not,  and,  in- 
-de«l,  ^oea  not  now  discharge?  The  retention  of 
them  is  better  calculated  to  destroy  alt  responst- 
iHlity  than  for  any  other  parpose.  who  now  un- 
derstands the  situation  or  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment 1  I  Tenture  to  say,  no  one.  Place  the  whole 
responsibility  apon  one  man,  and  then  you  will  be 
enabled  to  luraTel  all  its  secrets,  if  any  ^ere  are. 

Among  other  things,  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention 
the  host  of  clerks  emmoyed  in  the  varions  public 
offices  in  this  oity.  I  nad  made,  at  me  time,  a 
oalcuUitiOD  of  tlwir  number  and  cost,  but  I  have 
mislaid  my  memorandum.  I  think,  howerer,  that, 
giving  them  an  average  salary  of  twelve  hcndred 
dollars  each,  the  sum  total  of  their  salaries  is  not 
short  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  What- 
ever necessity  there  may  have  been  for  such  a 
number  heretofore,  that  necessity  cannot  now  exist 
if  tfaey  have  done  theii  dnhr ;  and,  if  they  have  not, 
they  should  be  discharged  on  that  aoooant. 
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On  the  snbjeot  of  miseeUaiieoiB  ckpcDditarcs,  I 
can  say  bat  little.  I  have  no  doubt,  howevvr,  that 

there  could  be  Tetrenchments  to  some  extent ;  the 
wbdom  of  a  committee  would  discover  wherein. 
On  the  whole,  my  firm  impression  is,  that  in  the 
civil  and  miscellaneous  list,  by  a  new  modification 
of  the  offices,  by  the  abolition  of  others,  and  by 
reasonable  reductions  in  the  salaries  of  those  re- 
tained, and  by  adopting  all  practicable  means  of 
retrenchment,  there  can  be  an  annual  saving  of  at 
least  «S30,000. 

I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  Army.  It  has  not  escaped  their  attention  that, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  in  this  House  in  the  following  words,  viz : 

"Baotved,  Thst  the  Secrstuy  of  Wir  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House,  st  th«  commflncement  of  the 
next  seasion  of  Congren,  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of 
tlie  Army  to  six  thousand  non-cofflmisaioned  officers, 
moiicians,  and  privates,  and  indudmg  such  redaction 
of  the  general  staff  o  may  be  required  b;  the  state  of 
the  Array  as  is  herein  proposed,  and  preserviag  such 
parts  (MT  the  corps  of  engineers  ai,  in  hie  opinion,  with- 
out regard  to  that  number,  it  may  be  for  the  public 
interest  to  retain;  and,  also,  what  sBving  of  the  paUic 
revenue  will  be  pdfodneed  by  soCh  an  arrai^emest  ftf 
the  Army  as  he  najr  fnffaum  in  Bsofc—ity  iriUi  Ala 
resctotion." 

One  of  the  resolutions  I  have  proposed,  is  to  ex- 
ecute the  priocii^e  of  reduction  contained  in  the 
c»ne  I  have  just  read.  The  Secretary  of  War  has 
submitted  a  plan  conforming  to  this  requisition  in 
every  thing  but  one,  and  that  is,  I  cannot  see  in  it 
any  thiaglike  "a  reduction  of  the  general  sta^* 
as  tiie  leauced  state  of  the  Army  might  reqaire. 
It  is  fiir  from  my  intention  to  enmine  this  report 
ID  detail ;  I  have  no  inclination  for  such  a  task. 
Differing  widely,  as  I  do,  with  the  report,  in  many 
of  its  principles,  I  yet  agree  that  it  is  the  eUest, 
most  ingenious,  and,  upon  tiie  whole,  the  best  de- 
fence of  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace  which 
I  have  seen  in  print  sioce  the  commencement  of 
Mr.  Adams's  admintstntion  to  the  present  day. 
To  that  [»rt  of  it  wherein  I  differ  with  it»  author 
in  principle,  there  is  an  answer  prepared  to  my 
band,  by  one  whose  profound  views  of  nationu 
policy  will  be  admitted  by  iA\  rqHibUcanSj  and 
upon  which  I  can  more  safely  rely,  because  it  has 
been  sanctioned  by  the  voice  of  the  nation.  It 
will  be  found  in  Mr.  J^erson'a  first  Message  to 
Congress.   "A  statement,"  says  he,  "has  been 

*  formed  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  on  mature  coo- 
'  sideration,  of  all  the  posts  and  stations  where 
'  garrisons  will  be  eqiedieot,  and  of  the  numherof 
'  men  requisite  for  each  gairistnL"  (I  wish  we 
had  been  furnished  with  a  similar  doeunuat) 
"  The  whole  amount  is  eonndemUr  short  of  the 

<  present  Military  Establishment.  For  the  surplns 

*  no  particular  use  can  be  {Minted  out.   For  de- 

<  fence  against  invasion,  their  number  is  as  noth- 
I '  ing ;  nor  is  it  considered  needful  or  safc^  that  a 

<  standing  army  should  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peaee 
'  for  that  purpose.  Uncertain  as  we  mast  ever  be, 

<  of  the  particular  point  in  our  circumference, 
'  whoe  an  enemy  may  choose  to  invade  ua,  the 

*  fmty  force  which  can  be  ready  at  every  point  and 
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'  competent  to  oppose  tbea,  is  the  bodjr  of  nei^- 
'  boring  citizens,  as  formed  into  a  militia.  On 
'  these,  collected  from  the  parts  most  eonreiuent, 
'  in  numbers  proportioDcd  to  the  invading  fwee,it 

*  IB  best  to  tfifj  not  oolr  to  meet  the  first  atta^ 
'  but)  if  it  threatens  to  oe  penoanoit,  to  maintain 
'  die  defence  until  regalan  may  be  engaged  to  re- 
'  Uere  them.  These  considentiona  ten&t  it  im- 
'  portant  that  we  should,  at  erery  session,  continue 

*  to  amend  the  defects  which  from  time  to  time 

*  show  thnnselTes  in  the  laws  for  regola^ng  the 
'  militia,  until  they  are  Bufficiently  perfect ;  nor 
*■  should  we  now,  or  at  any  time,  separate  until  we 
'  can  say  we  have  done  every  thing  for  ^e  mUitia 
'  which  we  could  do,  were  an  enemy  at  our  door." 

An  attempt  to  enlarge  upon  this  extract  would 
hardly  be  pardoned  by  the  Committee.  It  requires 
none.  To  all  the  argnments  contained  in  the  re- 
port of  the  War  Department,  either  in  faTor  of  a 
standing  array,  or  against  the  efficiency  of  the 
miUtia  for  the  defence  of  the  cotmtry,  I  am  content 
to  ^ad  this  extract  as  a  let^^  and  iutve  no 
doubt  but  that  pnblie  ojNttion  will  anrard  me  |ad^ 
ment  for  a  balance. 

As  to  the  extent  and  uitieuUr  manner  of  re- 
ducing the  Anny,  I  shall  now  say  bat  little,  harinf^ 
been  anticipated  by  the  bill  repotted  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  many  of  whom  I  know  possess  so 
nuich  more  knowledge  npim  the  subject  than  I  do, 
that  I  willingly  leave  this  Inmnch  of  the  discns- 
sion  in  their  nan^  I  will  sin^ily  observe,  for  the 
puiTose  of  making.mysdf  understood  in  a  calcula- 
tion I  am  about  to  present  of  the  saving  to  be  made 
by  the  proposed  reduction,  that  1  am  decidedly  in 
favor  ot  reducing  the  officers  proportionably  with 
the  privates  of  the  Army.  I  can  see  no  utility  in 
an  array  of  officers.  To  the  idea  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  retain  the  whole 
body  of  the  officers,  better  to  preserve  a  knowledge 
of  tne  science  of  war,  I  cannot  subscribe.  Comd 

Stt  retetin  then  f<o^  fifty  yearly  on  a  peaee  eitab* 
hinent,  they  would  "be  no  wiser  in  the  science 
war,  at  the  end  of  that  term,  than  they  now  are. 

In  inqniriag  into  the  present  nnmcrioal  force  of 
the  Army,  1  find  it  will  not  do  to  examine  the 
officud  reports  of  its  8tr«igth.  I  have  made  the 
inquiry  from  the  estimates  of  appropriations  re- 
qunred  for  its  sitpport  in  the  last  year.  Could  I 
bare  seen  the  estimates  of  the  present  year  at  an 
caiiiet  perKJd,  I  would  have  made  it  from  them-  1 
isesume  they  are  not  easentially  difierent.  From 
the  estimates  of  1830, 1  find  the  sum  total  of  all 
the  persons  for  whom  pay  is  a^ed,  ineloding  offi- 
cers, servants,  and  jn-ivates,  of  every  grade  and  de- 
soription,  to  be  near  14,000.  But  let  as  say  13,500. 
I  find  the  amount  of  the  api^onriations  estimated 
for  the  support  of  these  under  the  following  heads, 
Tiz:  pay,  subsistence,  forage  clothing,  bounties, 
and  ivemiums,  medical  and  hospital  department, 
quartermaster's  department,  continoent  expenses 
of  the  Army,  and  retained  bounties,  if  I  have  added 
them  correctly,  to  have  been  $3,880,614.  Then  I 
have  said  as  10,00(^  the  presmt  rank  and  file,  is  to 
13^600,  (the  whole  nnmlwr  requiring  pay,)  so  will 
^000  rank  and  file  be  to  8,100,  the  whole  number 
icquiring  pay  after,  the  reduction.  Then,  again, 
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aa  13,500,  the  present  number,  is  to  $3,380,614,  the 
estimated  expense,  so  will  be  8,100,  the  numba 
after  reduction,  to  $2,028,368,  their  estimated  ex- 
pense, which  deducted  from  $3,380,614,  will  pro- 
duce a  saving  of  $1,352,264. 

The  sum  estimated  for  fortifications  this  year  is 
$800^000.  In  saying  that  one-half  of  this  snm  can 
be  withheld,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  uudostood  tlut 
I  am  opposed  to  the  erection  of  fortifications.  I 
am  simply  for  procrastinating  their  erection  during 
the  present  pressure  upon  the  Treaswy.  To  com- 
mence without  finishing  them  would  be  wrong. 
But  where  is  the  necessity  of  hurrying  their  com- 
pletion 1  Why  not  proceed  more  leisurely  in  the 
work  ?  Are  we  in  danger  of  a  war  ?  Is  there  any 
fear  of  an  invasion  requiring  them  for  immediate 
use?  We  know  there  is  not  in  all  human  proba- 
bility. Need  we,  then,  involve  ourselves  in  debt 
to  finish  them  t  I  think  not.  No  daoger  can  re- 
sult from  preceding  more  slowly.  Thcne  com- 
menced cannot  flyawayjaud  the  mat^iels  are  not 
of  a  description  tnM  are  likely  to  ponih.  It  they 
w«-e,  they  would  be  nnfit  for  fortiiieaUiMis.  ShoaU 
our  means  increase,  I  shall  be  willing  to  reomn- 
menoe  more  japid  operations. 

There  is  one  expense  in  which  I  think  a  con- 
siderable retrenohment  can  be  made,  not  included 
in  any  specific  resolution  submitted  by  me.  I  al- 
lude to  tne  Revolutionary  pensions.  I  feel  that  I 
am  walkinj^  on  ticklish  ground.  This  is  a  sub- 
:  ject  as  fnutful  of  fine  speeches  as  any  that  was 
ever  presented  before  Congress.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  move  a  repeal  of  the  law,  but  merely 
to  reduce  the  annual  amount.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected, that  at  the  session,  when  the  law  on  this 
subject  was  passed,  the  currency  of  the  country 
was  at  a  very  low  state  of  depreciation.  I  have 
no  doubt  this  circumstance  had  a  principal  influ- 
ence in  fixing  the  allowance  to  eadi  private  at 
eight  dc^rs  per  month.  I  think  it  can  be  &irly 
leonoed}  without  any  charge  of  itgnsticis  to  five 
doUara  per  month,  with  which  aa  many  necm* 
ries  and  comforts  can  now  be  procured  as  with 
eight  dollars  per  month,  when  the  law  was  passed. 
An  addhionu  nmea  for  such  a  reduction  will  be 
found  in  this,  that,  in  most  cases,  the  allowance 
to  invalid  pensioners,  the  wounded  soldiers,  is  but 
about  fire  doUan  per  month.  In  some  cases  I 
know  it  is  higher,  according  to  the  degree  of  disur 
bilia.  The  proposed  reduction  will  make  an  an- 
nual saving  of  more  than  $300,000. 

'  In  the  Ordnance  dmartment,  I  apprehend, some 
saving  could  be  nude,  but  I  know  not  to  what 
extent. 

In  noticing  the  retrenchments  proposed  in  the 
Naval  Establishment,  I  shall  not  dwdl  long; 
Here,  too,  I  am  in  a  great  measure  anticipated.  I 
wish  it  clearly  to  be  understood  that  I  am  no  ene- 
my of  the  Navy.  Whatever  might  have  beoi  my 
opinion  when  the  building  of  the  Navy  was  coat* 
menced,  I  now  think  there  would  be  extfcme'foUy 
in  building  ships  of  war  to  sell  them,  or  let  them 
rot.  As  we  have  them,  let  as  lake  care  of  thein. 
I  do  not  oppose  its  gradual  increase ;  but  I  think 
we  are  increaiing  faster  than  necessary.  We  have 
now  no  use  for  it.  Let  us  increase,  but  mtve 
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dowly.  Instead  of  applying  91)000,000  annuaUf, 
let  us  apply  odIv  $500,000,  and  extend  the  term 
within  which  all  the  intended  increase  shall  be 
made.  The  Treasury  will  be  relieved ;  there  ia 
no  fear  that  the  materiab  collected  will  be  lost, 
and  the  public  service  does  not  require  opedition 
in  tbework.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  the  Naral 
Committee  agree  with  me  on  this  sabjpct,  and  I 
see  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  and  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy  Board,  with  n  candor  and  mag- 
nanimity that  do  them  honor,  have  expressed 
themselres  not  unfarorable  to  the  measure. 

From  the  estimates,  I  see  it  is  proposed  to  keep 
in  service,  during  the  present  year,  about  3,000 
able  seamen,  orainary  seamen,  and  boys.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that,  in  this  country.  Congress 
have  no  other  check  upon  the  number  of  seamen 
to  be  unployed  than  what  may  be  exercised  to 
withlu^diDg  the  appropriations.  In  England,  I 
believe  the  number  is  aiwa;jrs  settled  by  s  sdemii 
Tote  of  I^iament  We  limit  by  law  the  num- 
ber of  soldiers,  bat  not  of  seamen.  I  do  not  per- 
oeive  the  neceesity  of  keeping  in  service  a  number 
so  larre.  Our  vessels  of  war  ara  to  be  found  in 
the  Mediterranean  sea,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in 
the  Indian  seas,  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  the  West 
Indies— scattered  almost  over  the  world,  under  the 
plea  of  protecting  commerce  and  suppressing  the 
slave  trade.  I  apprehend  the  expense  of  their 
maintenance  is  nearly  equal  to  the  commerce  pro- 
tected. By  this  time  the  Algerines  must  be  suffi- 
ciently intimidated,  and  all  the  pirates  and  slave- 
traders  are  either  captured  or  driven  off  the  ocean, 
so  that  we  might  safely  reduce  the  naval  force 
DOW  in  active  service  one-half  for  two  or  three 
years,  within  which,  it  is  hardly  probable  they 
would  renew  their  depredations.  It  is  to  be  hooped 
we  shall  then  be  in  a  better  financial  condition. 
!  iwtHNMe  this  as  a  mere  temporary  measure,  to  be 
contintied  only  until  the  Treasury  is  better  filled. 
My  calculation  is,  that,  br  so  doing,  a  farther 
present  annual  saving  can  oe  made  of  $500,000. 
The  estimated  expense  of  the  Navy  for  the  year 
1821,  (exclusive  of  the  $1,000,000  per  annum,  and 
the  expenses  of  the  Marine  corps)  is  $2^07,740. 

Should  the  Committee  think  the  proposed  plan 
worthy  of  adoption,  I  have  calculated  that  the 
sum  total  of  reductions  will  be  $3,230,000,  or,  in 
round  numbers,  let  us  say  $3,000,000,*  in  the  an- 
nual expenses  of  Government.  Let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  I  think  this  saving  can  be  made  in 
the  year  1S21,  I  think  no  such  thing.  Time 
will  elapse  before  we  can  pass  the  laws,  and  more, 


*  To  wit,  in  round  namben: 

In  the  civil  and  mUcelUneoDs  list   -  -  $330,000 

The  expenses  of  tha  Armj     -      -  -  1,800,000 

TortiAcstiont  and  ordnsnce    .      -  -  400,000 

Revolationary  peiuioni  .      .      -  .  800,000 

The  spproprMOon  for  iaeraass  of  Nsvjr  •  600,000 

Elpensfls  ef  the  Navy   ....  000,000 


$3,330,000 


In  mme  of  thesp  items  the  saving'  would  be  proba- 
bly more,  in  others  leas. 
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befme  the  arrangements  can  be  made  to  carry 
them  into  execution;  advances  may  be  made  to 
the  soldiers,  seamen,  utd  offieen,  disehaind,  and 
the  very  changes  in  the  establishment  wul  create 
some  expense;  so  that,  pnrfMibly  the  saving  for 
this  year  will  not  be  greater  than  $1,000,000  or 
81.500,000.  But,  in  1822  and  1823,  it  will  be 
fully  equal  to  the  sum  proposed,  if  no  change 
takes  place  in  our  foreign  a&irs,  which  is  be- 
lieved.  But,  whatever  saviof  is  made  in  this 
year  will  lessen  the  proposed  loan  to  the  amount 
of  the  saving. 

My  object,  in  conclusion  of  my  remarks,  is,  to 
show  what  will  be  the  result  insured  by  the  pro- 
posed reductions  until  the  year  1825.  As  I  have 
said,  I  cannot  believe  the  receipts  in  the  Treasury 
in  1821  will  exceed  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  average  receipts  for  the 
next  four  years  he  calculates  at  $20,000,000.  I 
wiih  it  may  be  ao.  I  shall  make  considaaUeal- 
bwaneea,  »o  as  to  be  upon  more  certain  gretrads 
to  accomplish  the  objects  I  have  in  view,  (beyond 
the  introduction  of  greater  economy  in  the  ex- 
penses of  Qovernment,)  which  are,  to  pay  offtiie 
debt  incurred  in  the  expenses  of  the  last  and  fwes- 
ent  year,  before  the  war  debt  becomes  due,  so  as 
to  leave  the  Sinking  Fund  unencumbered,  to  ope- 
rate with  its  full  force  upon  that  debt.  I  therefore 
have  proceeded  upon  the  calculation,  that  the  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1821,  inclu- 
sive of  a  loan  of  $6,000,000,  (all  that  is  neoessary,) 
will  amount  to  $21,350,000.  That  the  expenses 
of  that  year,  reduced  only  $1,000,000,  (when  pro- 
bably it  will  be  $1,500,000,  if  the  whole  of  the 
retrenchments  are  adopted.)  will  be  about  $21,- 
OOOjOOO,  leaving  a  balance  m  favor  of  the  Treas- 
ury. That,  in  1622,  the  receipu  of  available  funds 
will  be  $17,000,000,  being  (exclusive  of  ioana) 
$2,650,000  more  than  ia  1821. 

That,  in  1823,  they  will  be  $19,000,000,  and  ia 
1834,  they  will  be  ^1,000,000 ;  that,  with  these 
funds,  after  making  reductioos  to  the  amoont  of 
$3,000,000 per  annum  upon  their  estimated  amount 
of  this  year,  we  cannot  do  more  than  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  the  interest  up<Hi  the  old 
debt,  and  redeem  the  money  borrowed  in  the  last 
and  the  present  year,  by  the  end  of  the  year  1824, 
(at  which  time  the  war  debt  becibmefi  due,)  ana 
yet  leave  in  the  Treasury  such  an  niuppropriatad 
amount  as  ought  always  to  be  there ;  that,  if  you 
do  not  reduce  at  all  after  the  end  of  this  year,  you 
may,  to  be  sure,  bear  the  expenses  of  Gk)vernment, 
but  your  debt  will  then  be  increased  to  more  than 
$9^000,000.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  such  k- 
sulta  moat  compel  as  to  adtmt  some  measates 
similar  to  those  I  have  pn^posed. 

The  calculations  whence  these  condtuions  are 
drawn  are  subjoined : 

The  expenses  of  the  year  1831  wiU  be  as  follows: 
Bslsnce  against  the  Treasury,  on  the  lat  of  Janasiy, 

1821,  as  tUted  in  the  Treaaoiy  report  trf^  the  Slit 

of  December,  1820  -  -  -  $4,304,464  S4 
Pot  the  principal  and  interest  of  pub- 

Uc  debt   6,477,778  78 

Other  current  expenses  of  the  Govftn- 

ment,  condating  of  the  SoUovring 

items,  vh: 
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Civil  vidmiMell«neoai9I,TS9,860  Oi 
V»yj,  inelading  the 

•  1,000.000  for  iu 

gndnal  incraue    -  3,4%8,676  81 

War  Department  -  4,fiM^3  6t 
Unexpended  balances, 

to  be  proTided  for  -  l,87fi»4S7  00 
Intonat  on  $6,000^000, 

to  be  bOiTOwed  at  5 

per  cenL       -      -  300,000  00 

18,841,871  46 

Dednet  amoant  cop* 
poaed  to  be  saved  in 
1831,  by  proposed 

retraochmenu      -  1,000,000  00 


U,3ii;iBl  46 


Total  expenses  in  1831  - 
Which  may  be  paid  by — 
1.  Amoant  of  aatiaatod  aTailabio  re* 
eeiptsin  1881  .      .  •15,800,000 
3.  Loan  of-      -      -  «,00<MN)0 


•31,033,683  46 


BaUm  in  Tteumy  on  let  of  Jan- 

nuy,  18SS  •386,468  00 


In  the  year  1882,  it  is  supposed  that  the  ATCilnble  re- 

ccipts,  (being  •3,660,000  more  than  In  1831,)  will 

ba       -*  «17i0O0,0OO  00 

Tha  charfe  opoa  tha  Traamiy  is  anp> 

po«ed  to  coDsiflt  of  the  Allowing  iteaia,  vii  i 
Principal  payable,  and 

interest  on  pablic 

debt  .      -•6.447,776  76 

Current  espenaea  of 

tite  year,  redaced 

•3,000,000  upon  the 

eatiniatea  of  1881  -   8,841,891  00* 

14,819,007  76 

For  the  reimbatsement 
of  the  debt  of  1880 
and  tSSl  -  l,OOObOOOOO 


10^19^7  76 


Balanc*  in  TieMwy,  4Ni  1st  of  Jan- 
■aiy.  18S3  l.lM»eSS  M 


In  less,  the  available  rocaipta  and  balance  in  Treas- 
ury, OB  the  lat  of  Jannaty,  1888,  be  atated 
at  •19.000,000  00 

The  expenses  of  the 
year  will  be  as  above, 
for  old  dd>t  and  tn- 
terast,  and  current 
sJtpenaea  -#14,819.067  00 

Amount  of  debt  of 
1820  and  1831,  ro- 
imburaad      -      -    3.000.000  00 

  17,819,067  00 


Bnlanco  in  Treaaary,on  lat  of  Janu- 
ary, 1834   •1,180,933  00 


In  the  year  1884  tha  available  reedpta  may  be  atatad 

■t  •81,000,000  00 

The  expenses  of  the 

year,  as  above       -  14,810,067  00 
Reimbursed,  the  bal- 
ance of debt  of  1830 
and  1821  -      -    4,000,000  00 

  18,819,067  00 


Balance  in  Treaaury  on  let  of  Janu- 
ary, 1836,  at  which  time  the  war 
debt  becomes  due  -  #3,180,933  00 


Nora.  It  la  believed  tXmjH  to  b»n  been  the  pnctlce  of  the 
Government  to  l»v«  in  tks  TrcMury  an  unapproprtated  mm  at 
alwui  81,000,00a  This  •um,  in  the  above  caleululoiiB,  !■  not 
laoretban  provided  at  the  esa  of  each  jeer,  vntil  tbe  1st  of  Jaiia. 
ar7,l8U;  nor woaM IthavatbealieeB eaeeedsd.lf  tbe wtwleef 
tha  loans  of  1830  were  leUnbimatde;  bat  oos  tnllUoa  li  mai  peva- 
blemultUSL 

The  national  drta  on  the  1st  of  lsaaai7,Ull  •  »a9,«l4,736  83 
AMkanlnlSn   7,000,000  00 

63M14,S38  0O 


•  Pennaneatamnpriatloiu  are  Included  fai  this  iuB,tetks 
anuaatofJBaai^ 


TauBsoAy,  Januatjr  4. 
Mr.  LowHDBs  wbmilted  Uie  foUowing  reMrfo- 

tioDs: 

Rtfohtd,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  be  in- 
atnieted  to  report  to  this  House  a  atateoMnt  of  Uie 
money  in  UieTroanuy  on  the  1st  of  Janvanr,  1881.  to- 
gether with  a  atMomeot  of  the  menoy  in  the  handa  of 
the  Treasurer,  as  agent  for  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, on  that  day. 

Raolvcd,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy  be  in- 
atracted  to  report  to  this  House  the  balance  of  each 
distinct  appropriatioD  for  the  Navy  remainiog  io  the 
Treasury,  or  in  the  bands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent 
for  tbe  liavy  Department,  on  the  Ist  January,  1821, 
with  an  eatimate  of  the  amoant  of  each  of  those  bal- 
ances which  will  not  be  reqaired  to  defray  expenses 
aclaally  incarred  before  that  day. 

Which,  beiDf  read,  aod  the  rule  requiring  them 
to  lie  OD  the  table  one  day  being  unanimously  di»- 
peosed  with,  they  were  agreed  to  by  tbe  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LowifnES,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  laws  which  direct 
the  manner  in  which  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  for  the  expenditures  of  the  War  or 
Nary  Departmrati,  or  ordered  for  the  use  of  those 
Departments. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  who  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  by 
law  for  compensating  persons  emplojred  in  trans- 
mitting tbe  rotes  for  President  and  Vice  President 
of  theUnited  States,  reported  a  resolution,  declare 
ing  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  increase  the  allowance 
authorized  by  the  existing  laws;  which,  being 
read,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  Speakbb  latd  before  tbe  House  the  foUow- 
ing letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State : 

The  SeereUiy  of  State,  conformably  to  die  direction 
of  tbe  Hoase  of  Representatiras,  expreased  In  their  rea* 
elatiiHi  of  80th  Nevenber  last,  has  tbe  honor  of  rabmit 
ttng  a  mff  vi  a  xeport  made  i«  tha  President  of  the 
Uuted  Sutca,  on  tha  aacond  of  Mqr  last,  oontainiag 
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all  the  inrormation  is  tha  posaeaaioD  of  thia  Depart- 

DMDt,  rdalive  to  the  annaal  amount  of  the  fees  of  the 
Clerks,  District  Attorneys,  and  Marshals,  of  the  ra- 
spactive  Courts  of  the  United  States,  the  amount  of 
whose  fees  does  not  ap^ar  in  the  Begiater  of  Officers 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Ststea.  He  submits,  also, 
copies  of  a  letter  Uom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
aod  of  a  report  of  the  Oonptroller  of  the  Treasnry, 
with  ■  return  of  the  atatementa  required  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Hotiae,  with  reference  to  the  naval  offirara, 
coUootori^  and  aunreyors,  of  the  customs. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

DuxmnisiiT  or  Stats,  Jan.  3,  1821. 

The  report  was  read,  aod,  toother  with  the  doc- 
uments, ordered  to  lie  on  the  laUe. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  the  lo- 
cation and  return  of  location  of  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
tent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Skyward  was 
taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roas,  and  ordered  to 
be  ei^rossed  for  a  third  reading. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.CAifNON,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  reaolntion,  resterday 
submitted  by  him.  calling  for  certain  inionnation 
relative  to  tne  Mnitary  AoidenQ]r. 

The  adf^tion  of  this  restdntion  w«s  omHned  by 
Mr.  SiMKiHS,  as  calcula^  to  ^re  needless  troa- 
Ue  to  the  public  officm,  as  requrring  iaformation 
already  heretofore  giren  to  Congress,  and  wfaicb, 
if  it  were  teceired,  would  not  be  made  use  of,  &c. 

Mr.  Cannon  declared  that  he  at  least  considered 
the  tiiformatioQ  important,  as  preliminary  to  a 
motion  which  he  intended  to  mate,  in  some  shape 
or  other,  during  the  present  session,  with  respect 
to  ^e  Military  Acadeioay,  &a. 

Mr.  LiTTitB  was  opposed  to  aeting  on  the  reso- 
lution, bdieviog  that  the  required  inioreiatioa  was 
already  before  Congress,  or  would  come  before 
them  under  reMlotions  already  adopted  at  the  pres- 
ent session,  dbc. 

After  some  further  conversatkm  between  Messrs. 
Cannon,  Sihkins,  and  Foot,  the  leeolution  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MI8S0CRI. 

Mr.  Ahcher,  of  Virginia,  read  from  bis  eeat  the 
fn^owing  resolution : 

Bemihtd,  That  the  Committas  on  the  Jndictacy  he 
inatmcted  to  inquire  whether  there  be  at  thia  time  ez- 
iating,  and  in  force,  in  Miasoori,  any  Iaa;al  tribuaala 
or  tribona),  derived  from  the  authority  of  the  Uo^ed 
Statea,  iaTested  with  competent  jurisdiction  and  pow> 
era  for  the  examination  and  determination  of  caaea  of 
eontnmtay  whidt  have  ariaent  or  may  arise  therein, , 
under  the  Conatitution,  laws,  or  treaties  of  the  United 
States,  or  controversies  to  which  the  United  States 
are  or  may  become  a  party ;  and,  if  there  be  no  such 
tribunals  or  tribunal,  then  to  report  to  thia  Honaa  the 
provieions  and  measBrea  wfaicb,  In  their  opiniea,  may 
be  neeaaaary  to  he  adopted  by  Congreaa,  for  cauang 
the  authority  of  the  Government  and  lawa  of  tiie  Uni- 
ted Stalaa  to  be  reepeete^  and  for  aaauring  proleetioa 
to  the  jHoperty  end  other  righU  of  the  Untied  Staler 
and  of  iheir  dtiieiUi  withu  Miaaaeri. 


Before  forwarding  the  motion  to  the  Chair,  Mr. 
A.  stated  the  motives  which  induced  bim  to  offer 
it-  Whatever  might  be  the  sitaation  of  Miffsoari, 
with  respect  to  thia  GoTemment,  the  propriety  re- 
mained the  same  of  instituting  the  inquiry  he  pro- 
posed, and  of  adopting  the  resolution.  He  must 
be  candid  enough  to  state,  howerer,  that  to  him  it 
appeared  that  Missouri  stood  entirely  disconnected 
from  any  1^1  or  political  relation  with  this  Qov- 
ernment.  With  our  own  hands,  said  Mr.  A.,  we 
have  cut  all  the  moorings  which  attached  her  to 
it,  and  ^e  floats  entirely  liberated  and  at  large. 
She  stood  formerly  in  the  relation  of  a  Territory 
to  the  United  States:  she  had  propoaed  to  assume 
the  new  relation  of  a  State  of  the  Union.  This 
House  had  refused  -her  permission  to  do  so,  and, 
Mr.  A.  said,  she  stands  discharged  from  all  rdk- 
tion  to  the  Union.  It  was  vaui  to  tell  him  that 
Missouri  was  a  Territorv.  Sudi  an  assertioii  was 
disproved  by  the  faet,  Known  to  every  one,  that 
she  had  discarded  every  attribute  of  that  eluuraeter. 
The  concession  which  Congn^s  made  to  Missouri 
at  the  last  session,  Mr.  A.  said,  consisted  of  two 
parts :  the  permission  to  depart  from  the  existing 
relations  ofa  Territory,  and  the  permission  to  a»- 
sam&  under  certain  conditions,  the  relations  of  a 
member  of  the  Confederacy.  She  must  hare  de- 
parted from  the  relation  of  a  Territory  before  ^e 
oould  hare  availed  heieelf  of  the  second  part  of 
^e  ooneeasion  to  her.  What  is  it  that  Congress 
can  admit  into  the  Unkm?  Mot  a  Tenitoiy,  but 
a  State.  Minouri  -was  therefore  oUi^  to  cease 
to  be  a  Territory  bdbre  she  could  be  m  a  etmdi^ 
tion  to  claim  admission  into  the  Union ;  and  she 
became  a  State.  Not  only,  then,  in  point  of  fact, 
but  in  legal  acceptation,  Missouri  is  no  longer  a 
Territory. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  not  intimatmg,  nor  would 
he  be  understood  as  intimating,  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  wished  to  be  permanently  OLscon- 
nected  from  the  Union.  He  was  assured  she  was 
attached  to  the  Union  by  feelings  generated  by 
ber  descent  from  it,  and  by  a  true  rerecenoe  for 
the  principles  of  its  institutions.  Nor  did  he  say 
that  she  had  shown  any  disposition  to  throw  off 
the  yoke  of  allegiance  to  the  Union ;  it  was  this 
BoQKe  which  had  itself  cut  loose  the  harness,  and 
throm  away  the  reins.  Mr.  A.  went  on  to  say, 
that,  if  Congfiess  could  act  at  all  at  pnsent  with 
refeMuce  to  Missouri,  such  was  now  her  coadi- 
tioo,  that  it  could  not  act  by  law,  but  must  act  by 
force.  The  authority  of  the  Union  might  hang 
orer  her,  but  there  was  no  legal  modes  by  which 
it  could  be  exercised.  Ail  its  ordinary  and  rM;n- 
lar  conductors  were  broken  oS.  With  rMard  to 
Missouri,  Mr.  A.  said  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  had  indiridual  rights,  which  it  was  tiie 
duty  of  Congress  to  secure.  Many  of  them,  for 
example,  hadreeeived  donations  of  land  in  that 
Territory,  in  requital  of  their  serrices,  of  their 
Uood,  and  of  the  glory  they  had  acquired  for  thdr 
country.  Congress  were  bound,  by  the  most  sa- 
cred of  all  oUigations,  to  insure  protection  to  those 
rights.  The  question,  therefore,  which  he  wished 
to  present  to  the  consideration  of  gentlemen  was 
this:  Where  are  the  tribunals  and  methods 
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which  these  and  other  rifffats  can  be  protected — 
where  the  cfaanoeU  by  which  the  antlwritjr  of  the 
Gorminwnt  east  be  enforced?  No  nan  could 
my  that  Aere  existed  soeh  tribunals,  or  ehannels, 
for  the  enforeemcDt  of  our  aulliajtT.  Hjr  propo- 
sition^ sai4  Mr.  A.,  is  not  presented  because  of  any 
pecnliar  situation  of  Missouri,  but  because  of  the 
ambiffnity  of  it — because  no  man  can  say  what  it 
is.  Suppose  he  said^  that  he  was  right  in  his 
opinion  of  the  rondition  of  Miasrari,  every  one 
would  say  that  an  tuaairy  oogbt  to  be  insutnted 
with  tlie  view  to  establish  some  bmds  of  relation 
between  Missouri  and  this  G^Temment.  But, 
suppose  that  he  were  mistaken  on  this  point,  the 
inquiry  would  yet  be  proper,  in  order  to  remove 
the  doubts  which  he  and  others  entertained.  In 
erery  view  in  which  he  considered  the  subject,  he 
thought  the  inquiry  ought  to  take  place.  He  did 
not  propose  that  this  inquiry  shoald  be  committed 
lo  himself,  or  to  those  who  agreed  with  him  in 
opinitHi}  but  he  proposed  to  rncr  it  to  a  standing 
ecnnmittce  o£  the  House,  whieh  might  reasouably 
be  goppoeej  to  be  an  impartial  tiAonal,  and  at 
the  had  of  which  JIMr.  Suioiart)  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  or  those  who  iiBoed  from  him 
in  opinion  on  this  tofie. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  far  from  sui^posing  that 
there  would  be  any  opposition  to  this  prc^wsition ; 
but^  if  there  were,  he  would  say  to  the  of^nents 
of  It,  that  tbey  lud  taken  upon  themselves  to  di- 
rect the  course  of  our  legislation  on  this  subject, 
and,  if  they  had  not  foundered,  they  had  at  least 
brought  us  into  the  neighbcMrhood  of  shoats  and 
breakers.  If  gentlemen  who  constitute  the  late 
majority  of  this  House  were  to  refuse  to  agree  to 
the  proposed  inquiry,  he  would  then  say,  what  be 
was  now  very  far  from  saying,  tbat  they  were 
afiraid  to  pursot  the  princiide  of  their  own  vote  in 
ita  operation,  and  to  stand  eonfronted  with  the 
lemlti. 

The  rasolatioo  haTiog  been  read  fiom  the 
Chairs 

Mr.  SsEfiWAMT  suggested  tl»t  the  resolution 
was  one  of  such  a  description  as  ought  not  to  be 
acted  upon  without  afibrdiug  an  opportunity  to 
every  member  of  the  House  to  vote  upon  it.  He 
therefore  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  it  was  a  very  unusual  course  to 
Bkove  to  lav  on  the  table  a  resolve  proposing  in- 
quiry merely.  It  would  seem  almost  a  matter  of 
coarse  to  agree  to  such  a  resolution  moved  by  any 
gentleman.  When  the  committee  should  report 
would  be  the  time  &r  deciding  any  principle  in- 
volved in  this  jvopoaition. 

AAr.  Seboeart  said,  if  this  were  a  simple  prop- 
oattion  for  inquiry,  in  the  ordinarr  shape  of  such 
^Dpositions,  there  would  be  no  iorce  in  the  re- 
mark of  the  gentleman  from  Gtarpt.  But,  Mr. 
8.  said^  he  Uiou^ht  it  perfectly  plam  and  obviotu 
tbat  this  reeolutioQ  assumed,  as  the  ground  work 
of  it,  certain  opinions  in  regard  to  Missouri,  about 
wiiich  the  sentiments  of  the  members  of  this  House 
had  already  been  more  or  less  expesaed.  It  was 
Mism  for  granted,  no  doubt,  by  the  mover,  and  his 
propoaition  aomocd  it  as  a  net,  that,  in  conae- 
yuBee  itf.aiNnetiuttg  vfaioh  has  happened,  a  change 
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has  been  produced  in  the  position  of  Missouri  in 
regard  to  the  Union,  which  renders  it  necessary 
tbat  there  should  be  new  l^islation  in  regard  to 
it ;  and  it  of  course  took  for  granted  "what  had  been 
a  source  of  litigation  eertamly,  and  what  a  laiga 
portion  of  this  House  will  not  accede  to.  If* 
question  existed  whether  the  relation  of  Missotvi 
to  the  Union  be  thus  changed,  it  was  a  question 
which  ought  to  be  discussed  and  decided  in  this 
House,  beiore  a  committee  was  charged  with  it  in 
any  shape.  The  inquiry  whether  the  relation  of 
Missoun  to  the  Union  be  in  reality  changed,  must 
precede  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  such  as  this  is, 
which  assumes  that  a  new  code  of  laws  is  neces- 
sary for  its  government.  He  thought  this  House 
ought  not  at  once,  without  notice,  to  into  the 
discussion  of  the  question  whether  Missouri  has 
or  has  not  changed  her  condition.  So  strongly 
impressed  was  with  this  opinion,  that  he  lud 
moved  lo  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  and,  if 
the  discussion  were  pressed  at  this  time,  he  should 
eectainly  vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  LowRDEB  said  he  had  hoped  the  resolution 
would  lure  ameared  to  the  House  to  be  such  acne 
as  did  not  invuve  any  of  the  questions  which  had 
been  suMested.  As,  however,  time  was  desired, 
he  boped^e  gendcman  from  Virginia  would  eon- 
sent  to  its  lying  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 
But  assuredly,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  did  not  involve  any 
such  question  as  had  been  supposed.  It  proposes 
an  inquiry  into  the  matter  of  ihct,  whether  there 
now  exists  a  tribunal  in  Missouri  adequate  to  par- 
ticular objects.  It  proceeds  on  the  supposition  that 
every  party  in  the  House  is  desirous  to  know  the 
actual  relation  which  Missouri  bears  to  the  Union 
— 4o  decide  whether  it  be  necessary  to  legislate  or 
not  to  l^islate  on  the  subject ;  not  only  to  ascer- 
tain  what  is  the  relation  betweoi  Missouri  and 
the  Union,  but  what  it  may  be  ipMWx  to  do,  if  any 
thing,  in  consequence  of  tne  fact  thus  to  be  aseer^ 
tainM.  Whilst,  however,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  believed 
that  resolutions  of  inquiry  oug^t  in  general  to  be 
assented  to  without  oojection,  and  whilst  he  be- 
lieved this  to  be  of  that  character  merely,  yet  if, 
from  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  it  should  appear 
to  any  member,  and  most  of  all  it  appeared  to  a 
member  of  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  pro- 
pc»ed  to  assign  the  consideration  of  the  subject, 
tbat  it  involved  an  impwtant  principle,  he  admit- 
ted it  would  be  proper  to  give  time  lor  the  ccmr 
sideration  of  it 

Mr.  Oross,  of  New  York,  said,  that  though  he 
presumed  he  entertained,  with  respect  to  the  an- 
srwer  which  ought  to  be  given  to  this  resolution, 
the  same  opinion  as  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  he  was  ready  to  act  apim 
it  without  delay.  If  he  bdiered  that  it  took  any 
thing  foe  granted,  partienlarly  if  he  bdieved  Uiat 
it  took  for  granted  that  there  was  no  legal  tribunal 
by  which  sueh  questions  could  be  settied,  he  should 
certainly  vote  for  laying  it  on  the  table,  and  finally 
against  the  resolution.  But,  as  he  was  of  a  difie^■ 
eat  opinion^  he  should  vote  lor  the  resolution,  and 
against  laving  it  on  the  table.  It  would  be  weH 
recollected,  he  said,  that  during  the  discussion  of 
the  sabjeet  at  the  {vesent  session,  tiie  posilion  had 
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been  tikcB  thftt  HiMoni  wu  a  Siate^  and  that, 
thoogfa  admitted  iato  the  Umon,  she  was  an  iDde* 
pcoomit  Stale.  This  poettioa  was  taken  1^  a  gen- 
Cl«nan  whose  weight  of  character  and  talents  gave 
a  color  to  whatever  he  should  advance.  For  his 
part,  Mr.  G.  said^  when  the  question  on  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  was  before  the  House,  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  on  the  subject  of  this  resolution. 
He  hoped  that,  if  the  resmutim  passed,  the  trae 
aoswer  would  be  given,  and  he  was  therefore  in 
faTor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Floyd  said,  it  was  a  Yetj  unusual  thing  for 
the  House  to  hesitate  in  respect  to  moticms  for  in- 
quirjr.  He  was  clad  to  find  that  the  gentleman 
irom  New  Y<»k  tooughA  so  clearly  on  the  subject 
As  this  was  an  important  Aibject,  he  wished  to  re*' 
cord  his  opinioa  <u  the  postpoDOiiHit,  and  there- 
fore retired  that  the  qnestion  should  be  decided 
by  f eas  and  nays. 
Th«  veas  and  nays  haviBg  been  cvdered— 
Mr.  Abcheb,  of  Virgmia.  said,  if  the  wish  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  delay  wen 
presKd,  though  it  was  so  unusual  a  course,  he 
Amild  be  boand,  by  considerations  of  eourtesy,  to 
accede  to  the  motion  dow  before  the  House.  He 
was  rather  disposed,  however,  to  take  the  same 
view  this  matter  as  had  been  taken  by  the  gen- 
tknian  from  New  York,  that  every  one,  before  he 

gav«  a  vote  against  the  adinission  of  Misaoori,  must 
are  foreseen  the  necesnty  for  a  resolution  and 
inquiry  of  this  sort.  Every  member  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  House  must  have  known  that  the  ques- 
tion must  have  come  upon  him  in  some  shape  or 
other,  and  must  therefore  have  been  prepared  for 
it.  With  regard  to  the  character  of  this  w^KiBi- 
tbn  it  was  not  nord.  If  the  facts  should  be  as- 
entained  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  sup- 
posed, there  would  be  no  occasion  for  any  ezpres- 
sioa  of  the  (nunion  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  as 
to  what  ought  to  be  done,  &c.  i 

Mf.  FoLLEE  made  a  few  remarks  to  the  effect 
that  he  did  not  consider  it  of  much  importance 
'  whether  the  resolution  passed  to-day  ot  to-mor- 
row J  that  he  had  ezamiaed  it,  and  had  no  gre^ 
objection  to  it ;  but,  only  to  save  the  needless  tnm- 
hle  of  calling  the  wd  nays,  he  hoped  thcgen- 
tkman  &om  Virgmia  would  withdraw  his  okfer- 
tioo  to  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  AscflER  said  he  had  already  done  so,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  pressed  it,  though 
such  a  course  was  not  usual,  nor  in  his  opiaion 
MceBsaiT  in  dlis  ease. 

Mr.  EfBRauHT  said  that  Ute  gentlemen  from 
SoiiUi  OaroUna  and  Tiiginia  had  concurred  in 
eonideriog  this  resdution  as  proposing  an  inquiry 
iitto  a  maner  of  ftet  Mr.  S.  said,  u  he  raider- 
■leod  this  resdation  at  all,  it  propos^  an  inquiry, 
not  into  a  matter  of  fad,  but  a  matter  of  law,  and 
that  matter  of  law  involving  a  point  on  which 
than  was  known  to  be  more  or  less  difference 
of  opinion  in  this  House.  The  question,  whether 
there  now  exists  a  tnbunal  in  Missouri,  was  not  a 
question  of  Aict,  but  it  was  a  question  of  law.  It 
was  not  a  question  whether  tribunals  heretofore 
have  existed,  but  whether  they  do  now  exist. 
There  was  an  objection  to  refwrriag  to  a  commit- 


tee  an  inquirr  into  a  mattv  of  law,  which  is  no* 
to  be  tested  oy  evidence,  &c.,  hut  must  depend 
upon  opinion,  which  every  member  in  his  place 
would  rorm  as  wdl  as  a  committee,  whose  rcpmt 
on  such  a  subject  would  only  leave  the  questioa 
where  it  stood  before.  With  respect  to  what  is  to 
be  done  in  relation  to  Missouri,  it  must  be  perfect- 
ly obvious  that  this  caanot  be  ascertainal  until 
the  sense  of  the  House  is  ascertained  on  the  pre- 
vious question ;  and  the  clear  course  would  be  to 
ascertain  the  seose  of  the  House,  and  then  smd 
the  matter  to  a  committee  to  rept^  such  bills  as 
should  be  calculated  to  give  effect  to  it  He  did 
not  know  that,  on  further  examination,  the  reeo- 
lution  might  he  liable  to  the  objection  he  now  felt 
to  it;  hot  he  willed  time  to  decide  that  poinL 

hb.  Stoirs  wished  the  rcoi^tion  to  fie  on  the 
taUe,  for  tin*  reason— that  he  wished  gentleaMB 
to  have  time  to  oUain  the  neeeBary  informatiM 
to  outhle  them  to  act  on  the  sobjeet  Hs  had 
faimadf  no  information  whatever  which  want  to 
show  that  Missouri  was  not  in  the  same  situation 
now  thatahe  had  been  for  the  few  yean  past,  e»- 
cmt  that  her  conreotkm  had  met,  and  aneed  upon 
a.mm  for  her  future  government  He  did  net 
say,  that  he  had  not  heard,  out  of  doers,  that  she 
had  elected  a  Qoremor,  L^;iBlatare,  4ac. .  Bat  be 
did  not  wish  to  (icoceed  to  the  consideration  d 
this  resfduiion  until  the  information  whb  given  to 
himofficiaUy,  on  which  he  was  to  act  A  resolu- 
tion addressed  to  the  Executive,  who  is  charged 
ii^th  the  attention  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales^ 
would,  he  supposed,  elicit  the  neoessarjr  infomHt- 
tion.  For  aught  we  know  officially,  sBid-Mr.  8., 
theoffieenof  thd  United  States  in  that  TarrilDrr 
may  be  at  this  moment  in  the  full  discharge  of  uL 
their  feaetiwBS.  He  could  not  consent  to  amnw 
it  as  a  fact,  that  the  auihnrity  of  the  United  Slates 
in  Misioufi  was  in  full  operation.  He  could  not 
assunpe  it  as  a  fact,  that  the  President  has  &iled 
in  his  duty  of  aiq[iointing  a  Crovemor  and  other 
officers,  in  pursuance  of  the  laws.  By  entertain* 
ing  this  inquiry,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  House  would  as- 
suma,  in  some  dc^fre&  the  datiesof  the  Bxeeutive, 
aad  brii^  us  in  coluuon  with  that  departnitat 
Vot  his  part,  he  said,  he  cauld  not  consent  that 
this  House  ahMdd  thus  take  upon  itself  the  wspomr^ 
sibility  which  bdonnd  to  another  dqiartmeitt  of 
the  Qovnnment.  Whenever  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  in  Missoari  was  set  at  defiance,  or 
whmevK  from  any  catne  whatever,  the  aatfaoiity 
of  the  UnUid  Statea  in  that  Territory  shrndd  faa 
aian  ead^e  pnrasned  Congma- would  rce«i«« 
from  theBxeentiTedeputmoitinibaBBtioBoCtet 
Until  soeh  infomatioB  was  nceind,  be  eonld  not 
agree  to  consider  the  sulgect  When  it  did  com, 
he  reserved  to  hinuM^f  to  decide  what  oouneoq^ 
to  be  taken.  But  the  prap»  course  for  gentlemen 
at  the  iHresent  time  appeared  to  him  to  he,  to  eaU 
on  the  Executive  to  inform  the  House  whether  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  were  at  pnsent  duly 
executed  in  Missouri,  &c.  If  the  PresidentshoaM 
say,  in  refly,  that  the  laws  are  not  executed,  aad 
our  authority  not  in  existence  it  would  then  he 
time  enough  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  e«mnitiee. 
Mr.  CaicraBLL  said  the  tune  might  come,  dor- 
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iag  the  present  senioo,  when  he  should  not  have 
the  smallest  objection  to  this  resolution  ;  but,  he 
mnst  be  flowed  to  state,  that  he  did  not  think  the 
present  was  the  proper  time.  It  was  well  under- 
stood, that  there  were  sereral  projects  on  foot  for 
the  admission  of  Missouri  into  theUoion.  Wheaatl 
th«se  failed,  he  said,  he  should  be  as  ready  as  any 
gentleman  to  assent  to  this  resolution.  If  gentle- 
men were  prepared  to  say  that  no  further  efforts 
would  be  made  to  accomplish  that  object,  he  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  resolution  now.  But,  he 
said,  in  every  quarter  of  the  country,  it  is  antici< 
patra  that  the  discussion  will  be  teriTed  on  the 
leiolutioa  from  the  Senate :  in  the  paper  from 
Richmond  received  to-day,  there  were  two  or  three 
la^leis  frmn  Wa^vgton  to  that  effect.  The  un- 
dmtandiBg  was,  he  beUered,  that  perhaps  next 
warit  the  resoluiitm  on  the  table  of  the  Clerk 
might  be  called  up,  and  decided  on.  If  every  ef- 
fort should  iail  for  the  admission  of  Minouri,  it 
would  be  proper  to  adopt  such  a  resolution  as  this, 
bat,  in  his  opmion,  not  till  then. 

Mr.  Foot  rose  to  show,  by  example,  that  the 
motion  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table  was  not 
unpreeedeoted.  He  agreed  faUy  in  o|Hnion  with  [ 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  the  resolution 
ou^i  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  should  not  agree 
to  take  it  up  aflain  until  ^e  resolution  from  the 
Senate  should  hare  been  finelly  acted  on. 

Mr.  LoWMnca  said^  a  very  little  reflection  would 
satisfy  any  oiw  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  post- 
none  this  recohition  until  the  other  question  re- 
ftned  to  should  be  decided.  He  submitted  to  the 
Home  the  eonsideration,  that  the  repwt  of  the 
committee  under  this  resolution  might  have  con- 
siderable influuice  on  the  question  to  be  decided 
OB  the  proposition  from  the  Senate.  It  appeared 
to  him,  he  had  no  besiution  ia  eaying,  tbal  no 
man  eould  vote  on  the  various  propositions  which 
had  been  alluded  to,  unless  his  mind  was  made 
up  on  the  twice  preaeoted  by  the  resolution  now 
before  the  House.  Whilst  up,  Mr.  L.  adverted 
to  what  had  fallen  from  his  friend  from  New 
York,  who  opposed  the  resolution  because  we 
ksow  nothing  officially  of  any  chaoge  in  the 
actual  condition  of  Missouri.  If  we  knew  nothing 
e»  that  subject,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  would  be  reason 
enough  for  inquiry  that  there  is  out-of-door  con- 
TCnation  on  tke  subjeot.  We  most  not  aot  on 
snah  infimattioD,  but  was  it  ever  bifore  heard 
tint  we  must  not  iaqiure  into  any  matter  because 
it  has  been  ipoken  <^  out.of-doora  only?  The 
iwaetice  of  every  day  was  diflereot.  But,  if  offl- 
eiai  infonnation  was  necessary,  the  House  had 
that  iftfOTmatiM.  It  had  information,  from  the 
eonstitotitm  presented  by  Missouri^  tha^  at  a  cer- 
tain time,  the  authority  of  the  United  Sutes  was 
to  determine,  and  that  of  a  new  State  to  com- 
meoee.  He  did  not  here  speak  of  the  question  of 
right  in  regard  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  but  of 
the  question  of  fact.  It  was  true  that  there  was  a 
^locetion  of  fact  presented  by  this  resatotioa,  but 
it  was  also  true  that  there  was  a  question  of  law, 
and  nothing  was  more  usual  than,  in  r^ard  to 
questions  of  law,  to  refer  them  to  the  committee 
of  this  House  connsting  of  legal  men,  constitntcd 
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to  consider  such  questions,  being  the  committee 
to  which  it  was  proposed  to  refer  this  resolution. 

Mr.  SToaas  explained,  that  he  had  reserved 
the  question  of  the  expediency  of  an  inquiry  into 
this  matter.  His  objection  to  acting  on  the  suIh 
ject  now  was,  that  it  appeared  to  bim  the  proper 
course  would  be,  first  to  call  on  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Abcheb  said,  he  acceded  to  the  pro- 
posed postponemcat,  only  because,  as  the  mover 
of  the  resolution,  he  felt  bound  to  do  so.  If  not 
thus  obliged^e  should  have  voted  against  post- 
ponement. The  objections  of  the  gentleman  to 
the  resolution,  he  said,  were  not  consistent — one 
gentleman  opposed  it  because  it  proposed  an  in- 
quirer into  facts ;  another  because  it  proposed  an 
inquiry  into  a  matter  of  law*  Both  o^ectioiu 
could  nqt  be  souod.  He  bdieved,  he  said,  in  con- 
clusion, that  the  responses  to  thb  resolution  wmild. 
be  very  easy  indeea  ;  and  he  must  be  allowed  to 
indulge  the  remark,  that,  in  the  rdnctance  of  gen- 
tlemen to  act  00  the  subject,  he  fbtmd  a  coofirmfr- 
tiou  of  hb  belief  that  the  answer  could  be  easily 
given. 

The  question  on  laving  the  resolution  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  the  affinnative,  by  yeas  ami 
nays,  91  votes  to  58,  as  follows : 

Y%A» — Metara.  Adsms,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar* 
choi  of  Virginis,  Baker,  Bstcman,  Btsohsr,  Bodsn, 
Bnisht  Bufiam,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Camp- 
bell,  ClueU.  Clark.  Cushmsn,  Cnthbcrt,  Dans,  D«n- 
nison,  DiekinsoB,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connectieut, 
Eustii^  Fay,  Folser,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Ooriiam, 
OroM  of  reQnsytvania,  Oujon,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,,  HiUt 
Hobart,  Hostetter,  Kenilall,  Kioaley,  Latbrop,  Lin- 
coln, Lowndes,  MscIay,McOo]lough,HcLane  of  Del- 
aware, MaHary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Heigs,  Moodl, 
R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nebon 
of  Massacbusetta,  Parker  of  MassacbuseUs,  Patteraon* 
Phelpi,  Phiison,  Plnmcr,  Rand^h,  Rich,  Richards. 
Riohnood,  Robertson,  RogMs,  Kom,  Ran,  Sawyer, 
Sergeant,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  A.  Smyth  of  VlEginia, 
SoQthard,  Stevens,  Stgrrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont 
Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinaon,  Tnej,  Upham, 
Tan  Benswlaer,  Wsllaee,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and 
Woed~01. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Arehsr 
of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Berboar,  Bejly,  Bloomlisld, 
Brerard,  Browo,  Bryan,  Bartra,  BnnveU,  Bntlae  ef 
Loaisisoa,  GaMon,  Cobb,  Cooks,  Cook,  Gimft%  Orsw- 
ford,  CrowcU,  Calpeper,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North 
CandiuB,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gray,  Oioas  of  Nev  Yotk, 
Jackaon,  Jubosoo,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jooea  of  Ten- 
neasoe,  Kinaey,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreaiy,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Nwls, 
NelaoQ  of  Virginia,  OTeratreet,  Psriwr  of  Vi/:ginist 
Raakio,  Keed,  Rhea,  Simkina,  Smith  of  Nsw-Jersw, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Sweshogsn,  Tmic^  TiimUa, 
Tucker  of  Virgioia.  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  and  Williami  of  North  Oarolioa — 68. 

REDUCTION  OF  EXPENDITURES. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
and  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Cobb's  resolutions 
for  reducing  the  expenditures  of  the  Qovernment 
was  resumed. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Bfnrylaad,  delivered  a  speech  in 
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nplf  to  Mr.  Cobb's  speech  of  yesterday,  generally 
in  cmposition  to  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  EosTis  followed,  in  reply  to  a  part  of  Mr. 
Shitb'b  remarks :  and,  at  4  c^cioek,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  5. 
Mr.  Rbea,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Cmte,  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  LiTEBMOBE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
General  Post  Office,  made  an  uafarorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  £rastns  Granger ;  Mr.  Tbacy 
moved  to  reverse  the  report ;  irtieD.  on  motion, 
the  report  was  ordered  to  oe  lud  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland  Irom  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Mean^  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  J.  C5ttramare,  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted- 
Mr.  Barbodr,  from  the  Committee  of  Naval 
A&irs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  Nary.  tRepealing  the 
first  section  and  reducins  the  appropriation  for 
that  object  of  that  law,  from  one  miUion  of  dol- 
lars, annually  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
for  six  years.]  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 
the  following  renlutions,  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  for  considera- 
tion: 

1.  Betohed,  That  the  Secrrtaiy  of  War  be  directed 
to  inronn  this  House  what  amount  ef  ai^iopriation 
wiO  be  n«ceu»7  to  oomideta  eiisting  contraeU  fbr  the 
erection  of  fortifications. 

2.  SeMohed,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  inforai  this  House  whtt  aams  of  money  will 
be  requuite  to  complste  exiattn;  contracts,  mide  in 

Suriuaoc*  of  the  act  for  the  gradaa)  increMO  of  the 
lavy. 

On  motion  of  Bfr.  Fulleb,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  State^  received  the 
2d  instant,  communicating  information  in  relation 
to -the  protection  afforded  to  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  the  West  Indies,  dbe.,  waartiferred 
to  the  Comnuttee  on  Naval  Affiirra. 

Tiro  Messages  were  received  from  the  Fnsi- 
dbnt  of  tbb  iJirrrxD  States. 

The  first  of  the  said  Heasagea  was  read,  nnd  is 
'  aafbllows: 

3b  the  Sbute  of  MUpretentaiivet  .• 

I  communicate  to  the  Honse  of  RepreMntativei  a 
report  from  ttie  Secretary  of  State,  which,  with  the 
pipers  tecompuiyiQg  it,  contain  all  the  ioformaUon  in 
the  poweerion  of  the  Executive,  reqaeated  by  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  the  4dt  December  last,  on  the 
snUect  of  the  Afliean  siave  trade. 

JAHE8  MONROE. 

WASBiKareVt  Jan.  4,  18S1. 

TheMessagB  and  doeuDKnta  were 
the  Commiitee  on  the  subject  of  the  African  slave 

The  other  of  the  said  Messagce  was  read,  and 
is  as  follows : 

Tb  ike  Monte  «/ S^rtMntatnea: 
Ib  coB^ianea  with  a  reaolntioB  of  ih«  Honsa  ef 
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BepreMUtativee  of  Ifitb  of  December  Itit,  reqontiDg 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  that  House  a  statement  of  expendilurea  and 
!  eeipis  in  the  lodian  Department)  abo,  the  nature  and 
'  ealent  ef  the  eoatracta  entered  inlOt  and  with  whom, 
fkom  the  Sd  of  March.  1811,  to  the  present  period,  I 
now  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
a  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  which 
contain  the  infcrmatioB  dedred. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASBixoToa,  Jan.  4,  1881. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  taUe. 

REDUCTION  OF  EXPENDITURES, 

The  House  then  agftin  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  YHiol^  on  the  state  of  the 
Union ;  and  the  consideration  of  Mr  Cobb's  reso- 
lutions was  resmned. 

Mr.  Smttb,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  resolutiona 
under  consideration  covered  much  ground  on 
which  he  should  not  enter.  Hewouldleave  whaX 
related  to  the  rereDiies  oi  tiie  country  to  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  th«  Committee  on  Finance 
(Ux.  Smith,  <tf  Marylai^)  He  was  satisfied  t» 
bear  that  honorable  member  aflirm  that  thereeeiptt 
of  the  year  1621  would  exceed  the  ezpenditiues  of 
the  year.  I  would  not,8aid  Mr.  S.,  dntcoy  or  eii»- 
{de  any  of  the  institutions  of  the  eonnt^  for  tut 

Surpoee  of  paying  off  immedi^ly  the  national 
ebt.  If  we  shouTd  borrow  at  a  lower  rate  of  in- 
terest a  part  of  the  sum  which  we  pay  ofi^  we  are 
dimioishinff  the  debt  and  its  interest  and  doing 
well.  I  will  put  a  case  to  the  honorable  member 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb.)  Suppose  that  he 
owed  9100,000  to  the  hank  at  Savannah,  and  had 
determined  with  himsdf  to  pay  it  off  in  ten  annual 
instalments :  would  he,  if  his  cotton  crop  failed  a 

Jrear  or  two,  break  up  bis  esiablishmenta.  and  al- 
ow his  jdantttions  to  go  to  ruin,  that  ne  might 
pay  the  amount  of  his  eontemidated  annoal  insial' 
ment,  at  would  he  not  roiew  his  notes,  aud  wak 
fbr  more  fitvorable  seBsons  before  he  paid  off  his 
debt  ?  He  would,  doubtless. 

The  proposition  made  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Georgia,  for  retrenchiaent  of  the  exoenditurea 
of  Government  has  my  approbation,  and  I  will  go 
wiUi  him  in  making  every  reasonable  retrench- 
ment. The  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Je&rson 
in  his  addrnses  to  Congress,  and  quoted  by  tike 
honorable  member  from  Georgia,  are  worthy  of 
universal  approbation.  Those  principles  consti- 
tute a  repuUican  text,  to  which  the  l^islator 
should  often  refer.  But,  although  a  people  may 
have  too  much  law,  too  much  public  force,  too 
many  offices,  too  much  of  the  machinery  of  Qov- 
emment,  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  therefore 
they  should  Imve  none.  The  qoestion  to  be  con- 
udered  is,  how  muoh  is  esaentiiu,  or  how  much  is 
oaefiU? 

Mr.  Jefi^son  furnished  a  practical  commentarj 
on  hb  own  princi{de8,  relative  to  the  expediency 
of  having  an  army  in  time  of  peace.  In  the  year 
1808,  when  the  policy  of  retrenching  the  expuidi- 
Itnresof  the  Government  was  carried  to  the grc«t- 
I  est  estiaaiity,  he  retained  in  service  aa  army  of 


iZsdtKiMA  of  Expmiitunt, 


Digitized  by  Google 


745 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS, 


746 


Jxvjsxnr^  1831. 


3,300  men,  and  in  the  year  1808,  after  he  had 
tried  for  some  lime  his  system  of  GoTorDinait,  he 
increased  die  Military  Estahlishmeut  to  10.000 
men,  at  a  time  when  there  was  do  war.  and  wten, 
owing  to  his  extremely  pacific  ten^Mr,  tnerewaslit- 
tle  probability  of  a  war.  It  appears,  therefore,  to 
hare  be»  the  mature  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
tiiat  a  nation  should,  in  time  of  peace,  be  prepared 
for  war,  bf  haTing  in  8erTic&  previous  to  its  com- 
mencement, a  respectable  military  force. 

The  honorable  Speaker  of  this  House  having 
thought  proper  to  assign  to  me  the  situation  of 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  it  has  be- 
come my  datjr  to  offer  my  opinion  as  to  so  much 
of  the  resolutions  before  you  as  affects  the  Armr. 
A  great  question  has  arisen  in  this  debate  highly 
interesting  to  this  nation.   It  is  this :  Can  the  peo- 

Sle  of  the  United  States  most  safely  trust  their 
efence  in  time  of  war  to  the  militia,  or  can  that 
d^eoce  be  mwe  safely  confided  to  regalar  troops? 
cine  having  popular!^  in  view  taiffht  well  shrink 
from  the  investigation  of  this  qnestion.  The  duty 
which  I  ovre  to  the  nation  and  to  the  House  shall 
be  performed  without  any  regard  to  the  eonse- 
qaences,  as  they  may  relate  to  myself.  1  will  ex- 
amine this  question  with  the  best  lights  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  and  without  favor. 

The  militia  are  a  portion  of  the  people ;  and 
we  should  remember  that  the  regular  troops  are 
also  a  portion  of  the  people.  We  are  apt  to  view 
the  latter  as  if  they  were  strangers.  It  is  the  dif- 
ference of  organization  that  constitutes  the  diffa- 
ence  between  the  militia  and  regular  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States;  Mth  are  composed 
of  citizens ;  and  the  same  man  may  altomately 
jKTve  in  both.  In  the  militia,  when  in  service, 
you  have  a  force  composed  of  men  dravra  by  com- 
pulsion into  the  service,  fat  six  montl»  only,  and 
serving  under  offlceia  appointed  by  the  States^ 
called  into  service  for  the  same  time.  In  the  reg- 
tdar  troops  you  have  men  who  have  wiiliogly  en- 
tered the  service  for  five  years  j  serving  und«- 
offlcen  appointed  by  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  question  is,  can  we,  the  people, 
best  confide  in  tlut  portion  of  ourselves  which 
constitute  a  militia,  as  heretofore  organized,  or  in 
that  portion  of  ourselves  which  may  constitute  a 
regular  army,  as  heretofore  organized  ? 

I  will  contend,  and  I  expect  to  prove,  that  the 
militia,  as  o^nized,  do  not  deserve  the  confidence 
of  the  nation  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war ; 
that  militia  are  the  most  expensive  force  that  the 
nation  can  employ;  that  to  keep  a  militia  army 
in  the  field  is  most  distressing  to  the  people ;  that 
the  laws  for  that  purpose  operate  most  unegoally 
and  unjustly ;  that  the  r^lar  troops  of  the  Amer- 
ican array  luve  deservra  the  confidence  of  the 
nation,  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  on  war;  and 
that  the  nation  ought  therefore  to  have  an  ad^oate 
army  of  regular  troops  in  time  of  war. 

The  first  position  that  I  am  to  maintain  is,  that 
the  militia,  as  organized,  do  not  deserve  the  confi- 
dence of  the  nation,  as  a  means,  of  carrying  on 
var.  Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  speak  of 
the  militia  as  now  and  iieretofore  organized.  It 
4i  not  to  be  denied,  that  an  oKganieation  might  be 
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given  to  the  militia  that  would  produce  from  them 
an  army  of  regular  troops;  but  no  such  oivanizai- 
tion  is  likely  to  be  given  to  the  militia.  What  are 
the  qualities  which  entitle  troope  to  the  confidence 
of  a  nation  in  time  of  war?  I  answer — snboidi- 
nation,  patience,  and  fidelity  in  service;  steadiness 
and  firmness  in  action.  Do  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  when  called  into  service,  possess 
these  qualities?  This  is  a  delicate  question.  I 
will  not  take  upon  myself  to  answer  the  question. 
History  shall  answer.  I  will  first  examine  the 
conduct  of  the  militia  during  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
lution;  and,  secondly,  their  conduct  in  the  last 
war  J  and  I  will  only  notice  their  conduct  when 
serving  under  commanders  of  high  military  repu- 
tation. 

Judge  Marshall,  in  his  Life  of  Washington,  has 
taught  important  lessons  on  this  subject.  YeL  it 
wowd  seem  as  if  the  members  of  Congress,  during 
the  last  war,  had  forgotten  the  events  of  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  In  speaking  of  the  defects  in 
the  structure  ttf  the  Ameriean  army,  the  historian 
says; 

"  MiHUs  were  not  merely  depended  on  as  anxiliarifls, 
sod  as  covering  the  eountiy  from  the  sudden  irrup- 
(ioos  of  imsll  pattisB,  ibr  which  purposes  they  ought 
certsin^  to  be  competent,  uid  with  a  view  to  which 
thsv  will  alvrsys  be  importsnt ;  but  they  were  tlso  re- 
lied on  u  constitatiog  the  main  body  and  strength  of 
the  snny.  Their  absolute  incapacity  to  maintain  this 
fltalioQ  ia  the  mUitaiy  arraagemeDta  of  any  eooatry 
engaged  in  war  with  an  enemy  of  netuly  eqaal 
■tfsngth,  employing  a  [termanent  fbree,  at  alt  tunes 
capaUe  of  being  used  to  its  ntmost  extent,  was  demM^ 
Btrated  to  the  conviction  of  scqitidBm  itself ;  and  m- 
dor  the  weight  of  this  eoaviction,  every  exertion  was 
made  by  Congreu,  though  almoat  too  late,  to  remady 
the  very  extensive  misdiief  which  this  fatal  error  had 
already  produced." 

Buti  said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  to  the  letters  of  General 
Washington  himself  that  we  are  to  look  for  evi- 
dence, to  enable  us  to  determine  whether  militia 
are  mbordinate,  patient,  and  faithful  in  service. 
In  September,  1776,  he  says:  "The  militia,  in- 
'  stead  of  callmg  forth  their  utmost  efforte  to  a 
'  brave  and  manly  opposition,  in  order  to  repair 
'  our  losses,  are  dismayed,  intractable,  and  impa- 
'  tient  to  return.  Great  numbers  of  them  have 
( gone  off— in  some  instances  almost  by  whole 
'  regiments,  by  half  ones,  and  by  comjpanies,  at  a 
time."  And,  in  speaking  of  the  miktia  of  Con- 
necticut, who  were  considered  as  inferior  to  none, 
he  says:  "The  impulse  for  going  home  was  so 

*  irresistiUe,  it  answered  no  puqwse  to  oppose  it. 
'  Though  I  woold  not  disenam.  I  have  been 

*  obligra  to  acquiesce ;  and  it  aflords  one  more 
'  melancholy  proof  how  delusive  such  dependen- 
'  cies  are." 

Dee^y  impressed  with  the  subject,  and  foresee- 
ing rum  from  a  reliance  on  miutia,  he  sars,  "  If 
'  I  was  called  to  declare,  upon  oath,  whether  the 
'  militia  have  been  most  serviceable  or  hurtfuL 

*  upon  the  whole,  I  should  subscribeto  the  latter;" 
and  he  adds,  in  the  same  letter,  "  no  man  who  re- 
'  gards  order,  regularity,  and  eoonomy,(Hr  whohas 
'  any  rqgard  for  hii  honor,  character,  or  pnoe  of 
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'  nind,  will  risk  tbem  upon  this  nsne."  A^an 
he  mjBf  "  1  plainly  foresee  in  interrention  of  time 

*  betwMn  the  old  and  new  amir,  which  must  be 

*  fined  ap  with  militia,  if  to  be  had ;  with  whom 
'  no  man  who  has  any  regard  for  his  reputation 

*  can  undertake  to  be  ans  weftible  for  eonsequeoees." 
Here,  said  Bfr.  B.,  we  have  the  oath  of  Washing- 
Um  tiiat  militia  are  pernicious.  I  say,  his  oatfa; 
for  his  offer  to  swear  is  the  same  to  me  as  if  he  had 
done  so.  Here  we  discorer  that,  of  all  the  untow- 
ard events  that  happened  to  him,  nothing  so  dis- 
tressed him,  nothing  so  (weyed  upon  his  mind,  as 
the  ettjdoynient  of  miUtUi  whom  he  coosidered 
as  endangering  his  honor  and  the  independeaee  of 
die  coQidry> 

Bach  having  been  the  character  of  the  militia 
in  the  wai  of^die  Renrfutiim.  let  ns  inquire  if  it 
ihas  undergone  any  material  enange.  Let  us  see 
if  they  were  subordinate,  patient,  and  faithful,  in 
servide,  durioff  the  last  war.  I  will  refer  yon  to  a 
Justorical  work,  "  the  Life  of  General  Jackson," 
for  a  development  of  the  conduct  and  character  of 
the  militia  of  Tennessee,  a  State  whose  militia  is 
perhaps  entitled  to  the  post  of  honor  among  the 
several  States.  The  historian,  when  rdsting 
events  which  happmed  in  the  country  of  the 
Creeks,  savs,  "  at  lewrth  revolt  began  to  show  it- 
'  adf  openly.   The  officers  uid  soldiers  of  the  mi- 

*  litia,  ooUectittg  in  their  tents,  and  talking  awer 
'  their  grievanoes,  determined  to  vbandon  their 
'  nunp.  In  the  morning,  when  they  were  to  carrv 
'  their  httoitions  into  ekecutloUi  he  (Jackson) 
'drew up  the  Tolnnteers  m  front  of  them,  with 

*  positive  commands  to  prevent  their  progress,  and 

*  compel  them  to  return  to  their  former  position  in 

*  camp.   The  next  day,  however,  presented  a  sin- 

*  ffular  scene.   The  volunteers,  who,  the  day  be- 

*  fore,  had  been  ^e  instruments  for  compelling  the 
'  militia  to  return  to  their  duty,  seeing  the  destruc- 

*  lion  of  dioae  hopes  on  which  they  had  lately 
'  Imilt,  in  turn  b^n  to  mutiny  themselves."  The 
writer  says  all  must  have  felt  a  consciousness 
"  tliat  the  privations  of  whidi  they  complained 

*  were  far  less  grievous  than  they  had  represented 
'  diem ;  fay  no  means  sufficient  to  justify  revolt, 
'  asd  not  greater  than  a  patriot  might  be  expected 
'  to  bear  without  a  mumntr."  Such  were  the  dif- 
ficidtiea  with  which  General  Jackson  had  to  stmg- 
ifiXf  that  scarce  was  one  mutiny  ouelled  ontil  an- 
•tuET  Bj^wars.  The  historian  tdts  us,  "on  his 
'  ( Jackaon's)  arrival,  he  found  a  much  more  eiten- 
'an  vmtinr  than  that  which  had  just  been 
'  qneUed.  Almost  the  whole  brigade  had  put  it- 

*  aelf  in  an  attitude  to  more  nreiblr  off."  No 
aooaer  have  we  read  the  account  of  this  evidence 
of  a  want  of  subordination,  than  we  are  presented 
with  another.   "  At  length,  on  the  evening  of  the 

*  9th.  General  Hall  hastened  to  the  tent  of  Qen- 
'eral  Jackson^  with  information  that  his  whole 
'  brigade  was  in  a  state  of  mutiny."  Soon  after, 
the  historian  informs  us  of  the  disaffection  of  Gren- 
oal  Coffee's  brwade.  "They  had  proceeded  as 
'  hx  as  Ditto's  Fmy,  when  the  greater  part  of 

*  them,  refusing  to  cross  the  river,  returned  in  a 

*  tunnutuous  manner,  committing,  on  the  route, 
'  innnmerable  inegularities,  which  then  was  no 
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'  force  suffleient  to  restrain."  Of  these  men,  Gen- 
eral Jaeteon,  in  an  official  order,  says,  "  that  thqr 

*  are  returning  home,  not  only  like  deserters,  but 
'  in  the  real  genuine  character  of  such,  is,  inoeed, 

*  a  lamentable  truth."  The  historian  closes  this 
relation  by  telling  us  that,  "  thus,  in  a  tumultuous 
'  manner,  they  uoke  np,  and,  committing  inun- 
'  nnmUe  extravagancies,  regardless  alike  of  law 
'  and  decency,  continued  their  route  to  their  re- 

*  spective  homes." 
It  appears,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  character  of  the 

militia  in  the  last  war,  was  not  materially  changed 
from  what  it  had  been  daring  the  war  of  the  Rer- 
idntini.  It  is  not  possifale  to  add  to  this  evidenoe 
so  as  to  make  it  mon  eonelosive  in  {Horing  that 
Ae  militia  are  not  subordinate,  patient  iatthfd, 
and  perse  wing,  when  in  service;  dwrefor^  they 
are  not  to  be  relied  on  by  the  American  peoid^ 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war. 

I  find,  in  a  late  newspapa,  this  paiagraiA: 
"  The  session  of  the  supreme  court  at  Utica  closed 

*  on  Saturday  lasL  Among  the  important  causes 
'  amied  before  them,  was  one  involving  the  va- 

*  lidity  of  the  proceediugs  of  the  court  martial  un- 

*  der  General  Stediford,  organized  for  ^e  purpose 
'  of  trying  those  militiamen  who  '  declined,  neg- 

*  lected,  or  refused,'  to  go  into  the  service  of  me 
'  Unittd  Slates  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last 
'  war,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Governor 
'  of  this  State,  issued  in  confiirtnity  to  the  reqiu- 

*  aitions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

*  The  fines  imposed  by  that  body  are  supposed  to 
'  azeeed  9100^,  and  the  number  of  ddinquenli 
'araoanted  to  upwards  of -nine  thousand."  WonU 
it  be  iffoper,  said  Mr.  8.,  -after  this,  to  |dace  our 
rdianoe  on  militia,  whoi  we  ftad  them  refuse,  in 
such  numbers,  in  one  of  the  tnost  patriotie  Stale^ 
when  l^ally  called,  to  enter  the  service  of  the 

■  United  States?  And,  imtU  they  join  your  ser* 
vice,  you  have  not,  by  the  existing  uira,  any  com- 
mand over  them.  The  eOect  of  eflbrts  to  raise  as 
army  of  militia  ts  to  produce  a  multitude  of  fines : 
in  eoUectii^  which,  the  courts  sh^  be  engaged 
some  years  after  the  war  is  ended.  On  su^  a 
system  of  defence  it  would  be  folly  to  place  our 
reliance. 

I  will  next  inquire  of  histo^whether  militia  are 
firm  and  steady  in  action.  We  will  return  to  the 
war  of  the  Revtdntion,  and  to  the  battle  of  Gamdoi, 
when  Oatea  commanded  about  ibnr  thousand  men, 
opposed  to  abonttwotlioiMand  of  the  enemy.  Bet- 
ter troops  than  the  American  re^ars  who  fotariit 
in  that  action  never  appeared  m  any  fidd.  Sot 
there,  theliistorian  tells  ns,  "the intimidated iiuli> 
tia  thnw  down  their  amt  and  fled  from  the  fidd 
with  the  utmost  precipitation ;"  (and  these  were 
Virginia  militia  too.)  "Except  coie  T^imeBt 
'  commanded  hy  C<donel  Dixon,  an  old  continen- 
'  tal  officer,  which  was  posted  nearest  the  conti- 
'  neotal  troops,  the  wliole  North  Carolina  division 
'  followed  the  shameful  example.  Dixon's  reei- 
'  ment  maintained  its  ground  for  great  part  of  me 
acticm.   Other  parts  of  the  same  brigade,  which 

*  was  commanded  by  Gregory,  made  a  show  of 
'  fighting,  and  the  whole  paused  for  an  instant ; 
'  but  the  terror  of  their  brethren  was  soon  oomma- 
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'  nicsted  to  Uiem,  and  they,  aho,  tkrg»  amaj/  their 
'  am$f  aad  sought  safety  ia  flight.  Very  few  of 
'  the  militia  of  North  CaioliDa  or  Viiffuiia  dis- 
'  <^Mq[ed  a  single  musket,  and  a  still  smuler  num- 
'  ber  bcDOght  one  off  the  field." 

Thus,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  consequence  of  the  mis- 
eondoet  of  the  militia,  of  their  ntter  vant  of  firm- 
ness in  action;  our  r^ular  troopswrae  cut  to  pieces, 
the  enemy  with  a  force  greatly  iaferiorin  poiotof 
numbers  triumphed,  the  Carolinas  were  lost,  the 
udependenoeoi  the  eountry  brought  into  jei^rdy ; 
and  the  dedaratiwi  of  Washi^on  again  fully 
jiutified ;  that  no  man,  who  has  anyxcgardforhu 
aoBor.  character,  oz  peace  of  mind,  sboola  risk  than 
on  militia. 

I  will  Iving  you  next  to  the  battle  of  Quilford, 
where  we  had  mote  than  four  thousand  men,  op- 
posed to  less  than  two  thousand  of  the  enemy ;  and 
as  we  had  more  than  one  thousand  six  hundred 
regular  troops,  the  entire  defeat  of  the  enemy  most 
have  be»  the  result,  had  the  militia  performed 
tbar  doty  in  a  toleratde  manner.  The  historian 
havui^  ^ven  us  the  order  of  battle,  says  "  the 

*  British  tro^  advanced  to  the  dbazze  with  the 
'  cooldetermined  courage  which  diici^iae  insfHres. 
'  Notwithstanding  the  great  advantages  of  their 
'  position,  and  the  security  afforded  by  the  cover  of 
'  a  tluck  wood,  strong  fence,  and  a  second  line  in 

*  their  rear,  the  North  Carolina  militia  ;le(i  iri£A  the 
'  utmost  predpitatiou.  At  the  distance  of  one  hun- 
'  dred  and  forty  yards  their  fire  commenced  on  an 
'  enemy  advancing  through  an  open  field.  Many 
'  of  them  did  not  once  discbarge  their  loaded 
'  ffiUbketa ;  and  except  the  small  part  of  oneof  the 
'  tttttaiions  in  Elaton's  brigadcj  none  gave  more 

*  than  a  ttecond  fire.   The  exertions  of  their  gene- 

*  rals  and  field  officers  were  entirely  unarauing. 
'  TuriJUd  at  tlte  si^ht  of  tA«  memy^  they  flad  in  erery 
'  direction.  Many  of  them  I&rw  vmxy  ihtir  anas  ; 
'  and  dispersing  tbauselTes  through  the  woods, 
'  made  tM  beyt  of  their  way  to  weir  respecttTe 

*  homes.  The  few  who  kept  their  grouna  gave 
'way,  eowfc,  w  the  first  fire  Uiat  waa  naade 
'  imui  uem." 

Thus,  said  Mr.  S.,  as  the  miscradnctof  the  mi- 
litia of  Virginia  gave  Uie  enemy  possession  of  the 
Carolinas,  so  the  misewdnct  of  the  militia  of 
North  Carolina,  and  their  equal  want  of  firmness 
in  action,  gave  tneenem^a  victory  where  he  should 
have  met  with  an  entire  defeat ;  and  this  led  to 
the  iDTtBLOU  of  Virginia.  Another  confirmation 
of  the  declaration  of  General  Washington,  that, 
"  To  place  any  dependenee  upon  militia,  is  asaur- 
edly  resting  upon  a  brdten  stafil" 

uex  us  inquire  if  the  militia  in  the  late  war  ex- 
hibited a  greater  degree  of  firmness  and  steadiness 
ia  action,  than  they  did  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. I  nave  seen  an  opinion  ascribed  to  a  dtstin- 
gaished  fnend  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  they 
owe  the  debt  of  perpctaal  gratitude,  which  inenl- 
eates  an  error  that  1  am  laming  to  remore.  The 
MftrauiB  La  Fayette,  to  whom  I  allude,  says  "  the 

*  battle  which  closed  this  war,  that  of  New  Or- 
'  leaoa,  ia  one  of  the  curious  pheaoraotft  of  military 
'  history,  and  one  of  the  best  arguments  in  favor 

*  ^  the  emj^oyment  of  miUtia  to  resist  tite  attacks 
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>  of  regular  troop."  Let  the  Marquis  think  so.  Let 
all  Europe  think  so ;  it  is  well :  but  let  us  not  be 
deceived;  it  would  be  a  fiual  deception.  The 
victory  of  New  Orleans  was  owioff  to  the  great 
ability  of  the  American  General,  the  advantages 
of  his  position,  and  the  incapacity  of  his  oppo- 
nent,  wno  nwlected  to  advance  until  it  waa  too 
late.  But,  Qeneral  Jaehstm  did  not  ctsmmnd 
militia  alone;  and  he  probably  would  hare  failed, 
had  he  commanded  militia  only.  It  appears,  by 
documents  which  I  hold  in  my  nud,  that,  in  a^ 
dition  to  a  little  more  then  four  thousand  militia, 
General  Jackson  had  under  his  command  nine 
hundred  and  three  United  States'  troops,  of  whom 
fifty-two  were  officers,  and  he  waa  aided  seven 
hundred  and  fisur  seamen  and  marines,  ot  whom 
sixteen  were  commissioned  officers.  Qen»al  Jaek- 
son  deserves  immortal  renown ;  nor  does  it  detract 
from  the  praise  justly  doe  to  him,  thatoftheforee 
who  fought  at  New  Orleans,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  were  trained  men,  commanded  by  skilfal 
officers. 

To  assist  youin  deciding  whether  ^  militia  in 
tiie  last  war  weie  firm  and  steady  in  daMVr,  IwUl 
first  ofior  you  the  testimony  of  ueneral  Casa.  Va. 
a  letter  written  in  January,  1814,  ftom  IViUiaBis- 
ville,  near  Buffid(^  he  ^ys :  "  The  einmnastanees 
'  attending  Uie  destruction  of  Buffalo,  you  will 
'  have  heard  before  this  reaches  you ;  but  the  fcvce 

*  of  the  enemy  has  been  greatly  magnified.  From 
'  the  most  careful  examination,  I  am  satisfied,  that 

<  not  more  than  six  himdred  and  fifty  men,  otteg- 
'  ulars,  militia,  and  Indians,  landed  at  Black  Rock. 
'  To  oppose  these  we  had  from  two  thousand  fire 
'  hundred  to  three  thousand  militia ;  all  except  a 
'  Tery  few  of  them  behaved  in  the  most  cowardly 

<  manner.  They  fled  without  discha^;ing  a  mu»- 
'  ket."  I  will  next  offer  the  testimtmy  oi  Qeneral 
Brown,  given  from  Beckett's  Harbor,  iu  June,  1813, 
and  containing  an  account  of  his  first  battle.  He 
says,  "our  stnngth  at  this  Mint  was  now  fire 

<  hundred  men,  all  anxious  nir  battle^  as  &r  as 
'  profession  wcmld  go.  My  orders  were  that  the 
'  troops  should  Ik  euwe,  awl  reserve  their  fire  till 
'  the  enemy  had  approached  so  near  that  every 
'  shot  might  hit  its  object  It  is  however,  impos- 
'  sible  to  execute  such  orders  with  raw  troops,  uu- 
'  accustomed  to  subordination.  My  orders  were 
'  in  this  case  disobeyed.  The  whole  line  fired, 
'  and  not  witfaooit  efiect :  but  in  the  moment  when 
^  I  was  contemplating  this,  to  my  ntter  astonish- 
'  ment,  they  rose  and  fled.  It  was  during  this  last 
'  movement  that  the  r^^ars under  Colonel  Backus 
'  first  engaged  the  enemy ;  nor  was  it  long  before 
'  they  defeated  him.   The  result  of  the  action,  so 

*  glcnrious  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular 
'  army,  ^s  already  been  communicated  in  my  let* 
'  ter  of  the  29th."  It  does  not,  aaid  Mr.  S.^  ap- 
pear from  history  that  the  conduct  of  the  nulitui 
m  the  last  war  was  different  in  action  from  what 
it  m»  ia  the  war  of  die  Rertdution  The  general 
testimony  of  history  is.  that  militia  are  not  to  be 
relied  onto  oppose  reeulartroopB  in  the  field.  They 
have  goierally  fled  irom  reguur  troops  at  the  first 
fire  They  thus  fled  at  Camden,  at  Guilford 
Courthouse,  at  Saeket^s  Harbor,  at  Buffalo,  and 
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at  Bladeosburg.  This  Capitol  buroed  by  incen- 
diaries, will  be  a  moDumeot,  as  long  as  it  stands, 
to  prove  that  militia  are  an  ansafe  dependence  for 
defence.  Militia  to  oppose  r^^lar  troops  require 
either  the  advantage  of  a  rampart,  or  that  they 
jhall  be  highly  irritated.  General  Washington 
xemarks  that,  "when  men  are  irritated  and  the 
.pMsions  inflamed,  they  fly  hastily  and  cheerfully 
to  arms."  At  Bunker^a  Hill  and  at  New  Orleans, 
ihe  militia  had  a  rampart.  At  Sarato^  and  the 
immediately  |>recediDff  actions,  the  miiuls  of  the 
militia  were  highly  inflamed  by  the  cract  and  im- 
politic inroceediDgs  of  the  enemy. 

The  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  has 
informed  us  of  a  contest  seen  and  reported  to  him 
by  General  Brown,  wherein  a  militia  regiment  at- 
tacked a  regiment  of  r^lar  troops  in  open  space, 
and  pot  them  to  flight.  I  have  Hiquired  of  the 
honorable  member  where  this  happened,  and  he 
says  the  place  was  not  named  to  him.  As  this  is 
a  subject  on  which  I  hare  conversed  with  that 
distinguished  officer,  I  was  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  information;  and  apprehend  the  honorable 
member  must  have  been  mistaken  in  what  he  sap- 
posed  General  Brown  said  to  him.  In  a  written 
puier  which  I  hold  io  my  band,  given  to  me  by 
Genenl  Brown^  he  says,  "  It  is  oeuered  that  im- 
'  disciplined  men  never  did  achieve  a  victory, 
'  when  opposed  by  r^ulars  in  open  space,  or  by 

*  field  engagement."  This  is  directly  at  variance 
with  the  information  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts  supposes  he  received  from 
Qeneral  Brown. 

I  will  proceed  to  show  that  militia  are  the  most 
expensive  defence  that  a  uationcan  employ.  Here, 
again,  I  will  ofler  the  testimony  of  the  historian 
of  the  life  of  Washington.  He  says,  "  The  im- 
'  mense  loss  of  arms  resulting  inevitably  from  their 
'  being  placed  in  the  bands  of  troops  who  were 
'  soon  to  return  home,  and  who  could  not  be  sub- 
'  jected  to  discipline  while  in  camp,  was  a  very 
'  serious  mischief."   He  tells  us,  "  They  carried 

*  off  arnu  and  Uankets,  which  had  been  unaroid- 

*  aUy  delivered  to  them  to  be  used  while  in  cam|k 
'  and  thus  wasted  in  advance  thesupfdiea  collected 

*  for  the  use  of  the  ARuy.  now  reemiting  for  the 
'  ensuing  camimign."  Tne  testimony  ofGener^l 
Washington  himself  is  still  more  full,  clear,  and 
conclusive.  He  says.  "  Certain  I  am  that  it  would 
'  be  cheaper  to  keep  nfty  thousand  or  one  hundred 
'  men  in  constant  pay  than  to  depend  on  half  the 
'  number,  and  supply  the  other  half  occasionally 
'  by  militia.  Again  he  says,  "  The  saving  in  the 
*■  articles  ef  stores,  provisions,  and  a  thousand  other 
'  things,  by  having  nothing  to  do  with  militia,  uo- 
'  less  m  cases  oi  extraordinary  exigency,  would 
'  amply  support  a  large  army,  which,  well  officered, 
'  would  be  daily  improving,  instead  of  continuing 

*  a  destructive,  expensive,  and  disorderly  mob.  1 

*  am  clear  in  opinion,  that,  if  forty  thousand  men 
'  had  been  kept  in  constant  pay  since  the  first  com- 
( meneement  of  hostilities,  and  the  militia  had 

*  been  excused  during  that  pwiod,  the  continent 
'  woidd  have  saved  money."  Equally  remarkable, 
aaiA  Mr.  S.,  for  profusion  and  waaft  was  the  eon- 
ductof  the  miUtia  during  tike  late  war.   The  writer 
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of  the  Life  of  General  Jackson,  speaking  of  a  brig' 
ade  of  militia,  says,  "  They  committed  the  wild- 
'  est  extravagancies,  profusely  wasting  the  public 

*  grain,  which  with  much  difficulty  and  labor  had 
'  been  collected  there  for  the  purpose  of  the  cam- 
'  paign,  and  indulging  in  every  species  of  excess." 

I  h(Jd  in  my  hajod  a  still  more  satisfactory  piera 
of  evidence  of  the  monstrous  expense  attending 
the  employment  of  militia  by  the  United  States. 
It  is  an  abatract,  showing,  in  part,  the  number  of 
mUitia  who^  during  the  last  war,  were  in  the  so- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  and  paid  separatdy. 
Can  you  suess,  sir,  within  an  hunaredof  the  num- 
ber 01  muitia  generals  employed  1  The  nnmbor 
was  one  hundred  and  seventy-four.  Yes,  sir,  you 
had  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  militia  gen- 
erals in  service  in  the  last  war ;  and  an  aggregate 
of  four  hundred  and  ten  thousand  men.  (a)  The 
pay  of  these  militia,  including  the  subsistence  and 
forage  of  officers,  amounted  to  more  than  twdve 
million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  exclosive  of 
the  subsistence  of  the  men,  the  quartermastm' 
supplies,  the  transportation,  ordnance  stores,  med- 
ieaf  stores,  and  other  expenses,  wlueh  must  htve 
amounted  to  an  enormous  sum.* 

I  have  aaid^  that  to  keep  a  miUtia  army  in  the 
Add  Js  most  dislressing  to  the  people.  To  prove 
this,  I  wiU  reeur  one  moment  to  the  Life  of  Wash- 
ington. The  writer  says,  "The  frequent  demands 
'  made  on  the  militia  were  extremely  harassing 

*  and  distressing  to  the  great  body  of  the  people. 
'  In  those  States  most  exposed  to  these  calls,  seri- 

*  ous  apprehensions  were  entertained  for  the  agri- 
'  culture  of  the  country."  Again  he  says,  "  The 
'  burden  of  calling  militia  from  their  domestic  avo- 

*  cationsateverythreatof  invasion, and  of  watch- 

*  ing  the  different  stations  of  the  enemv  with  men 
'  whose  principal  purmit  was  the  cultivation  of 
'  the  soil,  began  to  oe  so  intolerable,  that  the  peo- 
'  pie  cast  about  for  other  expediaits  to  relieve 
'  themselves  from  its  weight."  He  adds,  "The 
'  inconvenience  of  relying  on  militia  only  for  se- 
'  enrity  against  even  sudden  invasion,  was  so 
'  strongly  felt  that  the  States  generally  resolved  to 

*  mise  particular  eoros  of  regular  troop  for  indi- 

*  Tidual  defence."  We  know  that,  in  tne  last  war, 
the  same  cstise  produced  the  tike  effect,  and  that 
Virginia  determined  to  raise  a  r^lar  army  of  ten 
thousand  men  for  the  defence  of  the  State.  The 
distressing  consequences  of  frequent  calls  on  the 
militia  are  also  noticed  by  General  Washington, 
who  says,  "  The  militia,  who  have  been  harassed 
'  and  tired  by  repealed  calls  upon  them,  (and  farm- 
'  ing  and  manufactures  in  a  manner  susp^ded,) 
'  would,  upon  any  pressing  emergency,  have  run 
'  with  alacrity  to  arms ;  whereas  the  cry  now  is, 
<  they  may  be  as  well  ruined  in  one  way  as  ano- 
» ther." 

It  should  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the 
militia  are  drawn  into  service  by  a  conaeriptiott. 
You  take  the  unwilling  man,  you  force  the  father 
from  his  family,  the  stripling  from  his  widowed 
motho*.  You  produce  much  private  distieas, 
sides  injiving  agriculture  and  manufactures;  How 

*  See  italemenl  of  Oeneral  Jesop. 
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many  of  the  yovOh  of  Viigmia  died  inglorioaaty 
at  Norfolk,  wno  were  constrained  into  tEe  service 
against  their  will,  and  never  saw  an  enony !  A 
regular  force,  raised  by  bounties,  is  composed  of 
wuling  men — of  those  least  attached  lOj  and  least 
important  to  society.  If  we  must  offer  human 
sacrifices  to  the  Moloch  of  war,  let  them  be  will- 
ing sacrifices. 

I  hare  said,  that  keying  up  the  militia  army  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war,  operates  uneqiully 
and  unjustly  on  the  people.  Such  an  army  will 
be  kept  up  by  those  States  which  are  near  to  the 
seat  of  war,  while  those  at  a  distance  will  be 
wholly  exempted  from  this  dbtresaiog  service. 
Thus,  in  the  last  war,  the  militia  of  Nevr  York, 
Tennessee,  and  some  other  States,  were  called  on 
to  make  immense  sacrifices  for  the  common  cause, 
while  those  of  South  Carolina,  New  Jersey,  New 
Hampshire,  and  other  States  were  almost  entirely  \ 
exempted.  Not  only  is  the  tax  on  human  liie 
made  rery  unequal,  but  the  bounties  paid  for  sub- 
stitutes amount  to  an  oppressive  tax,  raid  in  par- 
ticular districts,  and  by  particular  individuals  in 
those  districts.  Many  persons  during  the  last  war 
paid  9300  each,  as  bounties  to  keep  up  the  militia 
army,  while  thousands  of  the  wealthy  raid  noth- 
ing, and  rendered  no  service.  The  militia  laws 
have  operated  unjustly  in  the  same  du^tricts.  In 
some  cases  you  have  gone  half  through  the  militia 
rolls;  one-half  have  performed  tours  of  duty,  or 
paid  $300  each  for  substUutes,  the  other  half  have 
not  done  any  doty,  or  paid  any  thing. 

Militia  service  operates  as  a  capitation  tax — the 
most  unjust  of  all  taxes.  If  an  army  is  raised  by 
bounties,  those  bounties  are  paid  by  the  Treasury, 
and  raised  by  just  principles  of  taxation  on  the 
whole  wealth  of  the  community. 

Toa  should  also  considn  the  effect  which  the 
bounties  given  by  militiamen  for  substitutes  had 
on  youT  recruiting  service.  When  you  were  in- 
clined to  make  a  great  exertion  to  get  a  regular 
army  in  the  last  war,  yon  gave  a  bounty  of  }fl2i 
for  five  years  service;  but  you  at  the  same  time 
continued  your  calls  on  the  militia,  who  offered  a 
bounty  of  9300  for  six  months  service.  How  could 
you  expect  your  recruiting  service  to  succeed  when 
you  produced  such  a  competition?  Let  it  be  ob- 
served, top,  that  if  a  militia  army  of  fifty  thousand 
men  is  raised  by  a  bounty  of  9^  to  each  man, 
then  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  are  paid  in  bounties 
for  six  months  service;  when  you  would  get  a 
regular  army  of  the  same  number  at  91OO  eadi,  or 
five  millions  for  five  vears  service;  and  these  five 
millions  will  be  paid  irom  the  Treasury,  and  raised 
by  an  equal  tax  on  the  United  Statn,  while  the 
fifteen  millbns  given  for  six  months  service  of 
militia  sobatitntes  will  have  been  paid  by  particu- 
lar individuals  in  particnlar  districts. 

I  proceed  to  show  diat  the  regular  troops  of  the 
American  Army  deserve  die  confidence  of  the 
American  people,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
war.  I  have  noticed  their  conduct  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  at  Camden  and  at  Guilford ;  but 
it  is  to  the  battus  of  the  late  war  that  I  will  refer, 
to  show  that  the  same  men,  who  in  the  militia  are, 
as  GeoeraJ  Washington  has  observed,  "timid, and 
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ready  to  fly  from  their  own  shadowy"  become  in 
the  regular  service  the  best  soldiers  m  the  world. 
In  the  paper  which  I  received  from  General 
Brown,  from  which  I  have  already  read  an  ex- 
tract, he  states,  the  American  Armv  at  Chippewa, 
on  the  5th  July,  1814,  was  composea  of  2,500  regu- 
lars, of  whom  1,200  were  in  the  action,  and  of  500 
irregulars,  who  were  in  the  action }  he  states  Gen- 
eral Rial's  command  on  the  same  chty  as  composed 
of  regular  3,350,  of  whom  1,800  were  in  action, 
and  of  300  irregulars,  who  were  in  the  action ; 
thus  it  appears  that  1,700  Americans  defeated 
2,100  British  troops,  and  of  the  Americans  ouly 
1,200  were  regulars.  We  know  that  the  battle 
was  won  by  them.*  He  states  the  American  Army 
at  Bridgewater  as  composed  of  2,850  regulars  and 
350  volunteers,  and  that  of  Cieneral  Drummond  as 
composed  of  3^950  regulars,  and  1,000  Indians  and 
militia :  thus  it  appears  that  3,200  American  troops 
did  defeat  4,950  British  troops.  He  states  the 
American  Army  at  Fort  Erie^on  the 25th  August, 
at  2JB00y»nA  tlut  of  General Dmmmond, all  nga- 
lars,  at  3,550 ;  thus  it  appears  that  2,500  American 
troops  did  tepulse  and  defeat  3,550  Briti^  troops. 
He  states  the  American  Army,  on  the  17th  Septemr 
ber,  as  composed  of  1,300  regular  troops,  and  1,000 
volunteers,  and  that  of  General  Drummond  as  con- 
posed  of  4^157 ;  thus  it  appears  that  2,300  American 
troops  deieated  nearly  double  their  number  of  the 
enemy. 

Courage  is  confidence.  The  very  same  man 
who  in  the  militia  has  no  courage,  and  flies  at  the 
first  shot,  because  he  has  no  confidence  in  himself, 
his  comrades^  or  his  officers,  becomes  a  hero  in  the 
regular  service,  because  discipline  inspires  him 
with  confidence  in  himself,  in  hts  companions,  and 
in  those  by  whom  he  is  commanded.  Discipline 
is  the  principle  of  victories.  Without  it  you  can- 
not have  an  armed  force  on  which  the  nation  can 
rely.  You  cannot  have  a  militia  effective  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  without  nbjecting  them  to  disei- 
{dine  and  snbordinauon ;  ana  this  ^ ou  cannot  do 
without  takingup  too  much  of  the  tmie,  and  taking 
away  too  muen  of  the  liberties  of  the  pet^e. 

This  is  an  old  question,  whether  veterans  or  un- 
disciplined men  are  to  be  preferred  for  making 
war?  Historyanswm  this  question  uniformlyin 
favor  of  veterans,  from  the  time  of  the  first  wars 
on  record  to  the  present  day.  We  should  make 
war  with  regular  troops ;  and,  with  a  view  to  be 
prepared  to  raise  immediately  a  considerable  army, 
I  would  keep  in  time  of  peace  a  rq^ular  force  to 
occupy  our  mUitary  posts,  and  I  would  provide  an 
immense  quantity  of  the  materials  for  war.  I 
would  have  in  service  a  number  of  supernumerary 
company  officers,  with  a  view  to  increase  the 
Army,  when  necessary,  with  facility.  I  should 
not  have  been  willing  to  discharge  a  single  stddier 
of  the  present  estaUiiAmeot,  had  not  theSecretary 
of  War  reported  a  |dan  for  reduction,  in  which  he 
seems  to  acquiesce  in  the  expediency  of  discharge 
ing  a  part  of  the  soldiers  now  in  service.  Wiu 
regard  to  the  general  officers  and  the  stafl^  I  ap- 
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|Mhettd  there  may^  he  a  partial  redaction  mAout 
injury  to  the  service. 

The  great  object  of  a  militia  is  to  have  an  anned 
people,  readjr  to  repel  emy  iDvasion  of  their  liber- : 
ties.  The  militia  oelooe  essentially  to  the  States. 
It  conld  not  have  been  tlie  intuition  of  those  who 
formed  the  Constitution  that  Confess  should 
make  war  with  the  militia,  or  they  wotild  hare 
giren  to  the  General  GhiTernmrat  power  to  ap- 
point the  officers,  and  to  train  the  militia ;  which 
powers  are  retained  by  the  States,  who  thus  retain 
the  control  of  the  muttie.  The  States  may  au- 
thoriEe  an  anmal  deetion  of  militia  offiem ;  and 
bow  can  yon  confide  in  a  force  which  b  |uaeed 
cMcntiidly  heyond  yonr  eontrol  1 

Sir,  it  IS  with  the  most  powerAil  nations  of  the 
world  that  we  are  most  tiKely  to  have  collisions. 
We  shoald  avail  ourselTCs  of  the  advantages  re- 
nkiog  frmn  fortifications  and  from  militarv  skill, 
as  our  physical  force  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  na- 
tions who  may  become  oar  enemies.  We  cannot 
be  ID  too  moco  haste  to  finish  our  fortifieations  It 
would  be  better  to  pay  interest  on  the  sum  they 
will  cost  than  to  leave  our  maritime  frontier  un- 
protected. If  you  would  maintain  your  anthoriry 
m  your  seaports,  you  must  have  cannon  and  sol- 
diers there.  We  should  secure  peace  by  presenting 
an  iron  front  to  oar  foes.  When  we  have  ex- 
pended more  than  one  hvndred  millions  of  money, 
and  fifty  thousand  lives,  to  maintain  our  rights  by 
war,  shall  we  refnse  to  ej^iend  a  few  miUions  an- 
noally  to  prcaerre  those  rights  in  peace? 

Before  you  destroy  the  Army,  yon  ought  to  pass 
Mk  efficient  militia  law.  A  bill  was  drawn  and 
reported,  four  years  ago,  which  wot^d  hare  given 
vou  a  militia  system  much  more  efficient  than  you 
have  at  present.  It  proposed  to  call  oat  the  offi- 
cers for  the  war,  and  the  jmvales  for  two  yean. 
Sach  an  army  might  have  acquired  discipline,  and 
become  reqieetable ;  but  you  did  not  pass  the  bill. 
Will  you  now  enact  such  a  law?  I  apprehend 
yon  will  not  And,  surely,  before  you  destroy  one 
system  of  defence  you  shoinld  provide  another. 

Sir,  I  would  not  break  down  any  of  the  neces- 
sary institutions  of  the  Gtoverume&t.  It  is  not  ne- 
cessuy  to  do  so.  It  is  singular  that  the  Qevem- 
mcnt  should  be  charged  in  this  House  with  prodi- 
giditT  and  o]^H«BsioB,  when  no  taxes  whatever 
axe  imposed  on  the  p«(mle ;  «nd  the  only  eom- 
|daint  made  by  them  »,  that  the  duties  impoaed 
are  not  high  oioagb. 


(a)G«nersl  effioera  IM 

Genera]  ttafT  9W 

FisM  officers  1,6«7 

RagtMntat  staff  8,083 

NoD-eommtscieBed  staff    -      -      -      •  1,760 

Captuns  6,610 

Sabaltents        -   16,886 

Mon-comtnisuooad  officers  •  -  48,337 

MasiciaBS  6,661 

frivataa  ■  886.0" 
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It  wiU  be  QDdersteed  that  Ae  finegeiag  stalenaat 
ambracw  only  the  pay  of  the  militia,  uid  the  pay,  sal^ 
•istence,  and  forage  of  officers,  so  Air  u  the  calls  ex- 
hibited the  same.  The  subsistanee  of  the  militia;  the 
Qnartemasler's  supplies;  the  tiaitsportatim,  old- 
naaea  storea,  and  all  other  expeasea  ineidaBt  to  their 
service,  ftrm  no  part  of  the  emOMta. 

(A)  Jfemonnufust  bjf  General  Jetup,  ifuariermaiter 
Omtrmt. 

In  time  of  peaee,  when  the  Army  is  moftly  station- 
aiy,  and  ha  expenditores  rigidly  econonueed,  the  pr»- 
portim  Hs  pay  beara  to  its  odm  eipenses  of  every  da- 
•eriptioB,  is  estiBiBted  as  sixly-fiva  h  to  oao  hnndrad 
and  ninty-ive,  or  as  oaa  to  time.  Butin  time  of  wur, 
with  the  aame  rigid  eeoBomy,  its  expense*,  from  the 
maltipliad  movements,  and  anavtridabLe  waate  aad  «k- 
penditores  may.  withoot  erring  much,  be  eaUmated  as 
one  is  to  five,  so  is  tbe  pay  to  the  other  expeoeea. 
This  ratio  is  applicBble  to  the  expenses  of  the  r^alar 
Army,  and,  though  th«  militia  expenses  would  sat 
embnee  the  item  of  elothiog  which  is  iDcladad  in  a^ 
timatiog  the  ratio  above,  yet  it  is  believed,  from  Uwfe 
■aperior  skill  in  wuta  and  destnietion  of  anna  and 
property  generallyi  that  their  pay  would  stand  io 
their  other  expenses  as  one  is  to  six.  Hanee,  when 
the  pay  amounts  to  9I3.60(MI00,  their  odwr  ezpanaea 
would  be  $76,600,000. 

Mr.  Edbtis  followed,  in  reply  to  parts  of  Mr. 
Smyth's  speech.  When  he  concluded,  the  Com- 
raittee  rose. 


Satuadat,  January  6. 
BBATH  OF  MB.  LINN. 
Mr.  SoDTBABD  announced  the  de^  of  Jobm 
Lixn,  one  of  the  members  of  this  House,  from  the 
State  of  Nev  Jersey.  Whereupon, 

Reaohtd,  itnanimotulyt  That  a  coonnitlee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  fiinenl 
of  John  Linn,  deceaaed,  late  a  represmitative  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey. 

Messrs.  Sodtbabd,  Batenah,  BLooMnsbo, 
KiHBBT,  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  Cdlpepbi^  and 
Mabcbano,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

RembBtd,  unammoutly.  That  the  laemban  of  this 
House  will  testify  Ibeirreepaet  for  the  memory  of  John 
Linn,  late  one  of  their  hady.  wearing  crape  aa  the 
left  aim  for  one  month. 

Retolved,  wianimouily.  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  attend  tbe  faneral  of  the  late  John  Lian 
this  day  at  three  o'clock. 

Jietmed,  urumimotuly.  That  a  measage  be  aeni  to 
the  Senate  to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  John  Linn, 
late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  his  faneral  will 
take  place  this  day  at  three  o'clo<^,  from  the  Hall  of 
the  Uoaee  of  Repreeentativea'. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


MoHDAT,  January  8. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Dakiel  Udbge,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  oi  Joseph 
Hiester,  appeared,  was  qtwUfied,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Cahbom,  fh)m  the  Committee  upon  the 
suhject  of  the  Milttiii,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
an  unifonn  system  of  oi^anintion  for  the  militia 
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of  tbe  diflbrent  Btattsand  TerriMries;  and  fi>r  io^ 
rtneting  the  officers  of  Ae  same  at  the  otpenae 
of  the  United  States }  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Coa^aittee  of  the  Wfade. 

Mr.  Qaoss,  of  New  York,  sabmitted  the  M- 
lowing  resoludoD,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
■taUe  one  day  for  considentitm : 

ttnohed,  Thst  the  Pnsidsat  of  the  Ui^itd  States 
beiBqaeited  to  infom  ^ob  H*aM  '(jf,  in  his  opinion, 
proper)  f^ethoT  an^t  and,  if  any,  what,  regnlathma, 
HDBe  the  fint  of  Janoarj,  1816,  bun  been  Iwd  with 
-the  Six  NatHHM  of  ladiam,  or  toy  portion  of  them ; 
who  the  cemniMODan  or  eganla  wera  ;  the  objacu 
of  the  negotiatioiia ;  die  ezpentes  of  the  aame }  the 
'oompenaation  of  each  eomnuMioDer,  Mcretary,  and 
agent,  and  to  whom  the  moneye  were  paid. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Sthomo,  of  New  York, 

MaolveeL  That  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into,  and  re- 
port to  this  House,  the  number  of  lotteries  which 
nave  been  instituted  in  said' District,  by  virtue  of 
an  act  to  incorpcoate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  to  repod  all  acts  heretofore 
passed  for  that  purpose  passed  the  15th  of  May, 
18S10  j  the  purposes  for  which  the  mweys  are  to 
be  raised ;  Uie  amount  of  each  schone,  and  the 
total  nominal  ralue  of  the  tickets  o'Sered  for  sale ; 
the  rate  of  deduction  proposed  to  be  made  from 
the  prizes,  and  the  gross  amount  of  the  proceeds 
of  -said  lotteries,  which  will  come  into  the  hands 
of  the  managers ;  and,  also,  whether  the  condition 
of  the  said  act  of  incorporation  has  been  complied 
with,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  authority  to  raise 
money  by  lotteries. 

Mr.  TaiuBLE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  one 
day  for  consideration : 

Staolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry  be 
inrtnieted  to  inform  this  Honse  whan*  and  why,  the 
agency  of  the  Tresswer  of  the  IKoited  Sutes  »r  the 
War  and  Navy  Departinetats  watfltit  establiahed,  and 
wheUier  the  same  may  not  be  diaotnitiDved  widioat 
detriment  to  the  pcrbKc  nrvice. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy,"  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afi&irs. 

The  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Willubts,  of 
North  Carolina,  calling  for  information  of  the 
amount  of  money  necessary  to  complete  the  con- 
tracts whidi  hare  been  made  for  the  increase  of 
the  nary  and  for  toilding  fortifications,  were 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OF  EXPENPITURBB. 
Mr.  GoiB  having  moved  again  to  go  into  Com- 
'  mittee  of  the  Wu»e  on  the  state  of  the  Union— 
A  short  debate  arose  which  resulted  in  a  motion 
by  Mr.  BsacHEa  to  discharge  the  Cmnmittee  of 
th«  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  IVom  the 
farther  consid'eration  of  die  reeolatioiis  introduced 
-foy  Mr.  CoBB. 

In  this  debate  Messrs.  ANneBsoif,  Archbb, 
COSB,  ZjOWMVES,  SiHKIHS,  BEEORBn.  Haroinq, 

Flotd,  SfiROBAHT,  Rud  Balbwin,  took  part. 

The  qoeation  discnssed  was,  simply,  whether 
die  subject  of  a  general  reduction  of  the  expenses 


of  Ae  QamamiaA.  with  refoedee  to  c^tedioiey 
and  to  the  stMe  of  the  finances,  could  be  more 
pcBctuaUy  and  effieioidy  considered  by  contins* 
lag  to  debate  the  dcdaratory  propositions  of  Mr. 
Cobb,  or  the  bills  which  have  been,  and  probably 
will  hereafter  be,  introduced,  for  the  reduction  of 
the  expenditures  of  various  branches  of  the  public 
service. 

The  debane  terminated  in  agreang  to  Mr. 
Bbbobrb'b  motion,  by  a  vote  of  62  to  49 ;  and 
the  reaolatiOBs,  being  then  before  the  House,  were 
onlered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  ^ssed  a  l^U,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Kobert  Purdy and  they 
have  also  passed  a  IhII  of  this  House  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Perley  Keys  and  Jason  Fair- 
baaks,"  with  an  amendment ;  in  which  bill  and 
amendment  they  ash  the  concarrence  of  this 
House. 

The  said  amendmmt  was  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

BEDUUTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House,  then,  an  motion  of  Mr.  Williavb, 
resdlved  itself  into  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  And, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbeober,  the  Committee 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  reported  by  the  Mil- 
itary Committee,  for  reducing  Ue-Military  Peace 
BstaUishment.  The  first  section  having  been 
read — 

Mr.  SiMKivrs  rose,  aad  spoke  snbstantially  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  same  arguments  ap|dy  to  this 
particular  bill  which  hate  been  used  on  the  gene- 
ral retfenching  resolutions  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  <j)e<ffgia,  (Mr.  Cobb;)  for,  however  di- 
verae  the  rcsdlntions  noay have  been  in  their  nature, 
everyone  mmt  have  seen  tint  the  armv  was  mainly 
in  view,  and  has  occupied,  principally,  the  atten- 
tion of  every  member  who  ms  spoken  upon  them. 

Mr.  Chairmen,  when  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate came  into  the  administrati<m  of  the  Eieon- 
tive  Department  of  the  Union,  it  was  shortly  after 
die  late  war,  in  which  he  acted  a  most  firm,  con- 
spicuous, and  useful  part ;  and  when  himself  with 
the  whole  nation,  had  a  strong  and  ftill  view  of 
the  commencement,  dangers,  and  events,  of  that 
war.  it  was  seen  by  the  President  and  all  en- 
li^tened  men,  (and  the  impression  was  too  strong 
to  be  disregarded,)  that  the  few  fortifications  for 
the  defence  of  our  whole  coast  which  were  tboa 
ereeted  wm  either  half  finished,  in  a  lUte  of 
dilapidation,  or  nearly  deserted;  that  the  army 
had  no  efficient  staA  w  arraoffement  given  to  it 
by  Congress,  and  eoold  have,  ot  course,  but  litde 
oiganizaticm  or  efficiency }  and,  to  com|dete  the 
pictm«,  C^gresB  had  fkiled  to  pass  hiws  for  the 
"common  detoiee"  of  the  country,  so  as  to  mafee 
the  militia  what  they  always  oi^ht  to  be,  mne 
particularly  in  the  absence  of  an  efficient  standiiig 
army.  On  the  contrary,  the  state  of  this  main 
body  of  defence  was,  in  general,  deranged,  disor- 
ganized, and  relaxed.  * 

The  war  eommeiv»d }  and,  dnrlng  its  two  fittt 
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yean,  aneh  ereatB  did  take  [daee  a»  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  defenceleis  state  of  the  countrr— 
erentSj  raaay  of  which  were  moctiiyi]^  and  dis- 
graceful beyond  measure  to  erenr  man  who  had  a 
heart  to  ieel  for  bis  eocintryi  Year  treasure 
speedily  exhausted,  your  Union  intermpted,  your 
moral  characta  and  energy  fast  wasting  away, 
and  yonr  country  bleeding  at  erery  pore 

I  hare  had  occasion  heretofore  to  bring  those 
scenes  to  the  view  of  Ccwgresa  on  this  same  sub- 
ject. From  the  strong  current  which  now  seems 
to  be  running  through  this  House  against  die 
anny,  there  nerer  was  such  need  to  present  the 
picture,  in  atroiur  and  vivid  colors,  as  at  this  time- 
In  a  state  oi  glorious  and  perfect  peace,  and 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  past,  what  was  the  im- 
perious duty  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  of  the 
Congress?  Can  any  man  who  has  sagacitv  to 
see,  or  a  heart  to  lore  his  country,  doubt  aoout 
what  ought  to  hare  been  the  policy  which  should 
Itave  been  adopted?  The  President  did  distinctly 
see  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  great  oaUels  on 
Tour  whole  coasts,  by  fortifications,  which  should 
DC  as  lasting  as  your  hills— ^f  an  army,  which, 
from  its  ata^  o^Miization,  and  ntuiber,  should 
man  your  forts  and  protect  your  immense  frontios 
during  peace — should  defend  you  efficienUy  during 
the  fijret  onsets  of  war,  and  be  the  means  of  in- 
fusing discipline  and  power  into  much  larger 
bodies  of  r^ulars  or  militia,  which  would  be 
promptly  added.  This  sound  and  pnetical  course, 
so  wise  in  itself,  and  so  loudly  and  universally 
called  for  by  the  whole  nation,  has  been  most  bip- 
pily  begun,  and  has  progressed  with  a  pace  w 
steady  and  enerzetic  that  at  this  time  not  a  single 
doubt  remains  (»  its  completion,  if  persisted  in,  or 
of  its  inestimable  importance  when  completed. 
The  great  and  exposed  points  of  your  coast  hare 
beos  sttrT«red  with  the  aoeuraejr  and  skill  of  en- 
gineos  inJerior  perhaps  to  none  in  the  world,  and 
lortifieations  already  erected  thereon,  or  in  a  state 
of  rapid  adranceiAent.  Your  army,  too,  has  re- 
eeirea  an  organization  in  its  arrangement,  an 
economy  in  its  management,  and  an  emeiency  in 
its  effect,  approaching  to  taat  perfection  which 
alone  the  higoest  energies  of  the  nnman  mind  ean 
expect  to  give  iL 

But,  has  this  pcdicy,  of  putting  the  country  in 
"  an  armor  and  an  attitude  of  defence,"  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  and  the  greater  purposes  of  pre- 
serving peace,  been  sanctioned  by  the  people?  I 
answer,  emphatically,  yes,  from  me  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other.  We  hare  not  heard  even 
a  whisper  against  it.  On  the  eontiarr)  *^  high- 
est reeommendations  of  the  oours^  and.  what  may 
&irly  be  considered  as  eottelustre  tne  qne^n 
ia,  the  almost  unanimous  re>dee(ioD,  at  this  very 
tim&  of  that  Chief  Magistrate  who  has  lent  the 
whole  force  of  his  distinguished  talents  and  high 
suwal  character  to  the  cMistant  progress  and  com- 
lection  of  this  pcdicy.  Yet  there  is,  some  how 
or  other,  a  sjunt  in  this  body,  (atwl  in  this  body 
alone,  it  appears  to  me  to  exist,)  which,  in  its 
loud  cry  for  economy  and  retroichoMnt,  says,  stop 
your  fortlAcatioos,  diminish  the  progress  of  your 
nary,  lessm  all  your  salaries,  dismiss  your  staf^ 
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and  cut  down  (or  destroy,  for  destruction  wHl  be 
the  conseqoence  of  such  a  measure,)  your  little 
army  to  the  command  of  a  single  Brigadier  Qene- 
ral ;  and  these  gentlemen  bottom  themoelTcs  upon 
what  they  repreeent  an  exhausted  state  of  our 
Treasury  and  resources.  This  is  an  attack  upon 
the  whole  coarse  and  spirit  of  the  present  Admin- 
istration ;  upon  the  most  clear  policy  of  the  coun- 
try, as  sanctioned  by  the  people;  andsoweliaware 
was  the  President,  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
session,  that  the  state  of  tne  Treasury  might  be 
the  ground-work  of  delaying  or  pulling  down  our 
defensive  institotioiu,  that  he  gave  a  general,  but 
a  candid  and  fair  riew  of  our  fiscal  concerns, 
which  were  by  no  means  in  a  situation  as  dis- 
couraging as  had  been  supposed. 

I  acknowledge  that  a  report  of  the  Treasury 
D^HUtment,  subseqnentty  made,  represents  us  for 
1821,  as  97,000,000  worse  than  nothing;  but  a 
mistake  or  over  estimate,  of  the  same  Department, 
has  already  been  acknowledged  to  the  amount  of 
93,700,000,  and  when  the  resolutions  submitted 
by  my  honorable  frimd  and  colleague  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  LowhoeBj)  calling  for  an  account 
of  the  balances  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1881,  are  answered,  we  shall  see  another 
error  or  orer  estimate  fif  I  am  not  greatly  mis- 
taken) of  from  one  ana  a  half  to  9^,500^000,  so 
that  the  deficiency  to  be  borrowed  for  1881,  in- 
stead of  being  97,000,000,  will  he  little  more  than 
92,000,000;  and  if  the  Louisiana  stock,  to  the 
amount  of  92,000,000,  shall  not  be  paid  this  year, 
the  d^ciency  will  not  be,  perhaps,  more  than  six 
or  9800,000!  For  the  three  next  years,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, on  all  hands,  that  our  deficiency  will  be 
rery  little,  if  any,  taking  the  estimates  as  they  are 
now  made,  and  our  disbursements  as  they  now 
stand. 

Sir,  it  is  ^11  known  that  the  exhausted  state  of 
the  Treasury,  and  a  cry  about  improper  disburse- 
ments and  great  extravagance,  are  fruitful  themes 
of  declamation  for  those  who  wish  to  render  them- 
selves acceptable,  by  efforts  to  save  the  people's 
money.  The  cry  of  extravagance,  retrenchment, 
and  economv,  is  easily  raised,  for  words  cost  no- 
thing i  but  snow  me  the  real  practical  economist ; 
the  man  who,  in  the  departments  of  vour  Govern- 
ment, really  saves  your  raone^,  at  tne  same  time 
that  he  advances  your  best  interests,  and  I  will 
pronounce  him  a  person  worthy  of  the  highest  eon* 
fidence.  I  wish  not  to  see  him  who  talks  a  great 
deal,  but  him  who  acts,  and  can  show  you  die 
fruits  of  his  actings. 

We  hare  been  tepeatedW  called  back  to  the 
pure  ecfmomical  times  of  Mr.  JT^Bason's  adminis- 
tratum.  Let  us  fw  a  moment  examine  it,  and 

candor  will  constrain  us  to  confess  that  this  Ad- 
ministration, so  far  as  it  regarded  the  army  end 
some  other  defensive  measorn,  was  founded  on  a 
reaction  of  what  were  conceived  to  be  the  high- 
handed measures  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration, 
and  went  too  far  on  the  other  side,  and  leavii^  the 
army  too  small,  disorganized,  and  ioefficioit. 
This  was  the  greatest  error  into  which  the  then 
President  fell ;  and  this  is  the  preciae  cnor  into 
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which  all  your  proposed  meuares  of  retraich- 
ment  dmctlf  lead. 

Sir,  1  mippoM  no  on«  clainu  an  oktife  excmp' 
tion  from  error.  Of  Bdr.  JeficraoD's  administia- 
tton  it  is  a  fiict  that  aome  acts  have  since  been 
found  bjr  experience,  and  so  acknowledged  by  the 
peoi^,  to  hare  been  impcditie.  I  refer  to  the  Ar- 
my and  Nary.* 

The  nnmber  of  men  retained  on  the  peace  estab- 
lishment by  Mr.  Jeflferson,  at  the  b^pnning  of  bis 
administration,  was  3,300.  Now.  small  as  this 
number  was,  it  was  certainly  bat  little  smaller  at 
that  period  of  our  history  than  our  ten  thousand 
ia  at  this  time;  considering  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana,  and  the  consequent  immense  extension 
of  our  frontier,  the  necessary  increase  of  our  mili- 
tary posts  from  twenty-seven  to  about  eighty,  the 
vast  augmentation  of  our  fortifications  to  be  man- 
ned, the  rapid  increase  of  onr  resources,  and  the 
almost  doubled  number  of  our  population.  But, 
sir,  Mr.  Jefferson  gare  us  the  be^  conimentaiy  on 
lus  own  administration,  in  this  nspeet,  that  we 
eoold  posNbly  have  wished  for. 

The  army  waa  increased  in  the  year  1808,  by 
Mr.  Jefoscm  himself,  to  tea  thonsand  men,  pre- 
cisdy  oar  present  number,  and  the  main  reason 
why  it  remained  comparatively  weak  and  infffi- 
cient,  till  the  begioning  of  the  war,  was  because 
there  never  was  any  thing  like  a  jnroper  staff  to 
arrange,  discipline,  end  organize  it.  It  had  nearly 
sunk  by  its  own  weight,  for  the  want  of  such  a 
staff  and  such  officers  as  your  present  bill,  at  one 
sweep,  strikes  from  your  army.  The  cardinal 
error  then  committed,  we  are  now,  in  the  short 
space  of  a  few  years,  about  to  slioe  into.  The 
very  pit  then  dug  for  us,  uttnly  regardless  of  the 
past,  we  are  now  with  a  Mind  fatality  about  to 
plni^  into !  It  may  be  said  that  the  army  was 
then  increased  because  there  was  a  prospect  of 
war.  Sir,  a  wise  nation  will  ^ways  adopt  the 
obvious  policy  of  preparing  for  war  in  time  of 
peace;  not  merely  to  meet  its  dangers,  but  to  pre- 
ame  peace. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  hem  with  utter  astonish- 
ment that  I  have  seen  how  clearly  the  horrors  of 
tiie  late  war  hare  been  wased  from  the  minds  of 
gentlemen.  The  present  retrenching  course  of 
policy,  vindicated  so  strongly  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Evbtis,)  ^e 
other  day,  woold  seem  to  indicate,  that  lie  and 
ocher^  were  out  of  existence  at  that  time !  Was 
not  onr  trainie  then  given  to  the  winds— squan- 

*  Justice  reqnins  me  to  state,  that  I  was  not  a  cold, 
but  an  ardent  admirer  of  Mr.  Jeftrson's  genaral  coarse. 
I  spprov«dof  tliatgTeEtact,theacqQi«tion  ofLouiusna, 
and  the  spirit  of  ecoDomj  and  philanthropy  of  that 
great  and  diatiDgoithed  lover  of  mankind ;  hi*  pure 
love  of  country,  and  opposition  to  all  foreign  infloence 
among  ua.  I  still  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  will,  bow- 
ever*  not  ba  driven  from  an  independent  course,  bv 
mere  names,  to  which  gentlemen  dioose  to  attach 
odium.  I  win  not  fail  to  confess  an  error,  if  I  believa 
it  nieh,  aHhoogh  it  qtring  frnn  Mr.  J^rsm ;  nor 
WDold  I  Mwat  a  wise  DMasnie  merely  beeanse  it  nnrnDg 
fiom  Mr.  Adams.  I  sav  thus  much,  beeauss  J  have 
baen  mianiidanrtood  m  this  peiaU 


dered  on  idle,  afflicting,  and  unavailing  efftMrts? 
Was  it  not  a  murderous  waste  of  the  blood  of  our 
fallow  citizens,  our  families,  our  brothers?  Have 
gentlemen  calculated  ho^  many  millions  might 
have  been  saved  by  judicious  fcntifications,  an 
^eient  army,  and  passable  roads  %  I  sincardy 
believe,  enough  to  maintain  our  little  army  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  Do  gentlemen  |mtend  to 
ralculate  the  responsibility,  the  awful  responsibil- 
ity, they  should  feel  for  lives  lost,  by  reason  of  this 
want  of  preparation !  I  tremble  for  the  country 
when  I  see  gentlemen  ready  to  plunge  us  into  the 
same  dread  abyss  t  We  may  calculate  the  loss  of 
dollars  and  cents,  but  who  can  calculate,  by  what 
criterion  can  you  calculate  the  value  of  union,  the 
waste  of  our  moral  character  and  energies,  and 
the  sacrifice  of  our  best  blood  ? 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  people  doaand  retrench- 
ment, and  a  reduction  of  the  army.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple always  demand  economy  and  retrenchment, 
whenever  and  wheresoevor  their  money  shall  be 
mated  or  misa^died.  Fidelity  and  aecountability 
in  the  andieattoa  of  your  Amds,  are  indiBaoIuUy 
connected  vrith  the  jvosperity  of  roar  country,  and 
the  duration  of  your  lib^es.  In  this  view,  the 
vigilance  of  members  cannot  be  too  great ;  fant  I 
exiffesaly  deny  that  the  people  have  demanded  at 
even  rMolved  upon  the  reduction  of  the  army. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  to  prove  the 
truth  of  such  an  assertt<ui.  When  the  people  re* 
quire  of  this  body  a  law  to  be  passed,  they  instantly 
express  their  desire.  Have  you,  then,  seen  a  nngle 
petition  for  the  reduction,  although  the  attempt 
has  been  made  here  for  two  or  three  succeeding 
sessions,  without  success  1  On  the  contrary,  (and 
it  is  Uxt  to  collect  the  public  opinion  in  this  way, 
in  the  absence  of  oAer  evidenccj)  have  yon  not 
seal  by  almost  every  newspaper,  from  all  parts  t£ 
tha  continent,  and  of  all  political  parties,  that 
redaction  of  the  army  is  disapproved,  as  rash  and 
dangerous. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  militia  are  our  main 
defence ;  and  that  he  who  is  an  eneooy  to  the  mili- 
tia is  an  enemy  to  his  country.  To  what,  sir, 
could  such  an  observation  refer?  Who,  in  this 
land  of  freedom,  can  be  an  enemy  to  the  militia  ? 
Can  there  be  a  man  in  the  nation  so  base  as  not 
to  wish  to  give  it  organization,  discipline,  and  en- 
e^  ?  An  enemy  to  the  militia !  If  any  man  is 
BO,  then  he  is  an  enemy  to  his  fatho-,  his  Drodien^ 
his  sons,  for  they  compose  the  militia. 

Is  it  not  strange  that  members  ^ould  contina- 
ally  eootend  for  the  militia  as  our  great  defence, 
when  ther  have  always  failed  to  pass  laws  to  pro- 
mote their  discipline  and  strength  ?  Is  not  this 
the  more  stnuige,  when  we  know  that  in  most  of 
our  State*  they  are  weak,  doanged,  and  in^Bcient 
from  thb  ren^  cause?  It  is  nude  the  duty  of 
Congress,  by  the  charter  whieh  we  hare  all  sworn 
to  support,  to  provide  for  the  "  common  defence 
of  the  country ;  we  fail  to  pass  laws  to  make  the 
militia  this  common  defence,  and  yet  we  diminish, 
impair,  and  destroy  all  other  modes  of  defence. 

It  is  admitted,  m)m  the  very  nature  of  things, 
that,  in  the  progress  of  a  vrar,  men  drawn  from 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  mtut  fantidi  the 

Digitized  by  Google 


763 


HISTORY  OF  G0K0BB8S. 


764 


H.OVR. 


vaaia  defeooe  of  the  countrjr.  This  must  be  so, 
boeaiue  I  admit  it  to  Iw  ineonsisteal  widi  the 
nature  of  our  iostitutioiis,  to  maiotain  lafge  staad- 
ing  armies.  But  ia  it  ^ot  clear,  and  was  it  oot 
proved  hy  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, (Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,)  that,  to  be  powev- 
fnl  and  efficient  the  miutia  must  be  trained  and 
disciplitked?  All  history,  from  the  earliest  ages 
down,  all  experience,  the  experience  of  both  our 
own  wars,  and  even  common  fiense  itself,  prove 
that  men  without  disdpliae  can  never  sueceufnUy 
resist  a  veil  trained  army.  This  gentleman  (Mr. 
S.)  proved,  with  the  utmost  precision  and  clear- 
that  the  militia  were  more  inefficient,  more 
expensive,  and  the  calling  them  out,  (whiu  was 
hut  another  name  for  conscription,  tor  they  go 
against  their  will,)  more  unjust,  partial,  ana  op- 
pressive, than  r^ttlars.  who  enlist  of  their  own 
aooord.  I  will  not  do  him  the  injustice  to  occupy 
gisund  wJiieh  he  ooeupied  bcnte  with  so 
muok  greater  ability;  Int  I  make  the  appeal  to 
every  man's  saiue,  whether,  when  yoar  aivines, 
year  lawycra,  and  even  your  ttadesmCQ,  require 
some  years  of  education  and  practice  to  fit  them 
for  their  duties,  your  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
have  the  teafold  arduous  duty  of  defeoding  their 
country,  at  the  risk  of  thnr  lives,  could  be  expecoed 
to  do  ao  sueceufiiUy,  without  a  week's,  or  a 
month's,  or  a  year's  education  and  dtsdpUne?  In 
the  rudor  ages,  when  science  was  unknown,  all 
who  met  in  war  might  be  upon  something  like 
equality;  but  in  the  present  improved  state  of 
military  scietwe,  which  can,  in  its  higher  grades, 
not  be  acquired  without  years  of  study  and  discip- 
line, he  would  justly  be  esteemed  a  madman  who 
would  lead  raw  militia  in  an  open  field,  against  a 
diKipUned  annyl  What  win  eouatiy  wmild  rest 
itsiaie  on  lueh  an  iawe?  Tun  your  atteatitm  to 
Borope^  and  behold,  for  many  of  the  fint  years  of 
Boaapute's  wan,  hcrw  even  ivgular  armies,  oj^ 
poeed  to  him,  were  cut  up,  vanquished,  and  W' 
Biioyed,  by  snpertor  military  skill?  They  never 
eonU  oompata  with  him,  till,  in  a  sooeeBsion  of 
pean,  he  niaudf  tanght  Aem  tbe  -h^her  wts  of 
war. 

The  gcntlemaa  fram  Massaohnsetts  points  to 
Baltimore  and  New  Orleans,  as  places  at  which 
the  great  aa<ength  of  the  militta  was  evinced^ 
Did  not  the  gentleman  remember  Castine,  Wiah^ 
in^on  City,  and  other  {daoa.  where  their  failure 
stained  their  country  wiu  a  disgmea  which  must 
long  remain  matter  of  the  deepest  mortiflettioa  to 
every  Aotehcan'?  At  New  Orleans,  they  were, 
in  part,  regulars,  and  trained  militia,  f  which  is 
the  same  uiiog.)  besides,  Qeiw^  Jackson  was 
ju<tieious  eDongh  to  thnw  up  noqiarts  to  jMotaet 
his  men.  The  same  reuou,  in  ihuI,  insared  the 
victory  of  Beltimore;  and  yet  no  man  can  doubt 
bat  then  were  hondrnls  of  as  l»ave,  ncAile  spirited 
men  at  the  capture  of  this  place,  as  were  at  New 
Orleans  or  Baltimore;  but,  being  raw  and  undis- 
oii^ined,  tbey  partook  of  a  panic,  which,  becoming 
general,  dispersed  rapidly  the  wnde  force. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  that  I  disliked  a 
grot  noise  about  economy.  The  practice  of  rigid 
economy  is  a  coarse  which  would  girt  n»  gseaier 
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phaaare  than  talking  abmit  it.  Will  the  memban 
of  this  Committee  have  the  goodness  to  took  at  the 
offieial  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  they 
will  find  uat  in  181^  the  army  proper,  cost  the 
natiott  93,748,445,  and  consisted  of  7,916  offieem 
and  men. 

In  1819,  93,351,363;  and  consisted  of  8,941 
men. 

In  1880, 98,616,516 ;  and  consisted  of  10,881  of- 
ficers and  privates. 

And  in  1881,  bttt92,590,136  as  asked  forilasap- 

port,  and  it  contains  ,  a  larger  proportion  than 

baa  fiUed  the  ranks,  perhaps,  since  the  vrar. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that,  by  the  iu- 
croductioa  of  the  Commissariat  Department,  and 
a  most  rigid  system  of  economy,  there  is  saved  to 
the  country,  in  three  years,  upwards  of  91}168,808 
in  the  army,  propwly  so  called. 

This  system  of  economy,  and  rapid  diminutioa 
of  cxpeasea,  with  a  Btifi^toik  much  Ufgerdian  for* 
mcriy,  and  by  whieh  the  War  DepaiUnent  hae 
been  loudly  aeeused  of  waitiag.  the  poUic  money, 
might  be  traced,  in  detail,  iiMo  various  bnnebes  or 
depaxtmeato  of  the  armr ;  bat  I  have  only  time  to 
tarn  your  attention  to  the  medical  department,  as 
a  fair  sanjpie  of  the  rest 

The  appropriation  for  that  dwartment,  for  three 
years  in  snecession,  viz :  for  1809, 1810,  and  1811, 
9145,600  total,  when  at  that  time  the  avenge  « 
the  army  was  only  5,561  men. 

In  1819, 1820,  and  1821,  the  whole  appropcia- 
tion  wilt  be  9138,500,  when  the  aggregate  of  the 
army  is  about  10,037. 

By  this  statement  it  will  be  seen,  that,  although 
you  hare  added  considerably  to  the  number  of  ute 
medical  offioem,  yet  that  department  does  not  cost 
half  the  monqr  it  once  did. 

When  then  it  is  consideved,  (forthefiMCseammt 
be  toa  often  or  too  strongly  presented,)  what  an 
immense  sum  in  moneyj  and  how  mainr  livok 
might  be  saved  by  a  disoii>lined  army  ana  a  well 
regulated  stafi^  at  the  beginning  of  a  war ;  and 
when  to  these  you  add  the  immense  saving  exbih- 
ited  above,  in  the  anauai  disbursnnents,  and  that 
your  regular  soldiay,  besides  their  daily  disciidini^ 
are  coutandy  engaged  in  ereetii^  fortifieatipBji, 
or  in  embeltishing  and  improving  your  whole  fron- 
ticTj  by  making  roads,  or  are  engi^^  in  the  cnlti- 
vatiooof  the  cutfa  near  your  military  posts,  thareliy 
saving  something  for  their  families  and  ttumsdvcB 
from  that  miaous  idleness  and  disaipatiHi  which 
aloKist  coosuntly  attend  camps— J  say,  when  these 
incoDtrovoiihle  facts  are  considoed,  we,  who  op- 
pose the  present  bill,  mtist  be  viewed,  in  the  eyes 
of  all  mankind,  as  the  true  economists.  We  are 
not  the  "penny  wise  and  jjtound  fodish."  We  are 
Dot  among  those  embracing  the  nig^rdly  policy 
which  would  refuse  to  disburse  one  million  to  day, 
to  save  ten,  twenty,  or  fifty  millions  to-morrow. 
The  people,  I  again  repeat,  wish  not  the  redaction 
of  your  army.  Bx^ieoce  oiables  us  to  decide 
that  they  will  ever  bear  taxes  to  support  what  is  of 
importance  to  their  interests;  for,  m  the  late  war, 
when  it  dragged  on  so  heavily  for  the  want  of 
fund^  the  people  of  the  South,  I  welt  know,  antir 
eipated  Congress  in  a  system  of  tantion.  Thay 
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ware  aaiioUB  to  par  their  money  fredy,  as  the 
means  of  rendaing  the  war  rigorous  and  decisive. 

Tike  raitleiiuui  from  Maasaehusetis,  (JMx.  E.,) 
hnasaid,  it  wmild  be  the  hif^est  injiistics  to  sop- 
pose  tii^  those  officers  who  hare  corered  th«n- 
sdres  with  sueh  imperishable  glory,  would  wish 
to  continue  in  setrice  a  single  hour  after  their  ser- 
Tices  ceaaed  to  be  required.  Sir,  their  services  are 
requited.  Their  talents,  their  experience,  their 
moral  energies,  and  milititTy  skill,  are  requited,  to 
pMserre  and  gire  rotation  and  life  to  your  army. 
They  are  conscious  thkt  their  country — the  great 
body  of  the  peoidie,  do  require  their  services,  or  it 
is  certain  they  would  not  remain  in  commission. 

The  same  gentleman  also  said  that,  should  the 
time  evei  arrive  when  the  influence  military 
ehieffl  should  find  its  way  into  the  House,  so  far  as 
to  command  a  single  vote,  then  it  might  com- 
mand many  more,  and  the  law  should  be  levelled 
agaust  it. 

Sir,  I  have  nercr  heard  of  such  an  iaflvene^  aad 
I  amjgUd  the  gcntlemnn  does  not  dednre  it  now 
to  exist,  bccanse  not  a  shadow  of  erldMoe  codd 
be  pioduced  to  support  such  an  asaertion-  The 
gentleman  could  nctf,  and  did  not,  intend  to  insin- 
uate it.  The  unassuming  conduct  of  the  officers 
of  the  army  genenUy  riiMicate  them  i^ainst  any. 
interfoeMe  u  thu  House,  ot  in  any  cuer  legisr> 
lative  body. 

There  is,  on  the  contrary,  such  a  jealousy  <^  the 
army,  (an  uufovmded  jealousy,)  as  to  keq>  many 
oi'  the  officers  at  a  greater  distance,  pocbaps,  than 
citizemi,  alil^e  interested  in  all  matters  of  l^iala- 
tioo,  should  keep.  There  is  the  wne  prejudice 
•gninet  the  army  that  exists  in  Europe  Bsainst 
standing  armies,  without  the  shadow  of  foundation 
fix  it.  There  the  slavery  entailed  (m  the  pea|de 
by  the  dreadful  cnrae  of  large  standing  armies,  and 
toe  intotenUa  burden  of  tsns  to  sumort  tbem, 
emte  a  ngtnral  and  a  well  fonnded  prejudice. 
Here  our  army  Is  «o  small,  scattowd  over  such  aa 
immense  esptnsa  tiX  territory,  stationed  atso  many 
dfiSerent  po^,  and  so  identified  with  the  great 
body  of  o«  eitisw,  that  the  idea  is  chimerical 
and  ridlculoos  in  the  last  degree.  It  is  matter  <^ 
astonishment  that  so  many,  even  in  this  «a&ligbt- 
ontd  body,  sluHild  seem  ready  to  give  it  ctorency. 

Gtentlemesi  speak  of  waste,  extravagance,  and 
idleness.  Let  them  point  it  out— 4et  than  name 
tike  offiesT,  ud  show  the  extravagance.  It  is  thdx 
soloain  duty  to  do  so,  if  Uiey  can.  If  they  do 
not,  what  wiU  the  world  say  1  If  th^  do,  iet  yew 
law  strike  at  the  root  of  the  evU,  and  I  will  join 
in  it. 

If  I  understood  the  gentlemen  (Mr.  Etisxra) 
coRootljr,  he  did  say,  that  fortifications  had  been 
roared  at  |iar(i<ndar  pnnts  to  gratify  a  partioular 
mnB  or  aeiof  mat.  [Here  Mr.  Scons  rose,  and 
•aid,  he  had  boen  mmnderslood ;  ttus  he  had  only 
■aid  th«t  fcwtifieatiofis  bad  be»  made  at  exposed 
points^  wlive  ^ey  could  not  be  defended.] 

Mr.  S.  expiemd  his  pleasure  that  the  gentleman 
disavowed  eayiiW  what  he  had  understood  him  to 
my.  The  fortifications  have  been  placed  (con- 
tinued Mr.  S.)  at  those  points  only  which  were 
dincted  by  a  eurr^,  maoe  with  great  labor,  by 


engineers,  one  of  whom  was  a  forei^er,  but  pci^ 
haps  as  able  in  his  department  as  any  man  in  the 
world.  The  others  were  able  men,  all  of  whom 
agreed,  and  bare  deposited  a  report  and  surrey  of 
our  ooKKt  in  the  pit^r  department,  which  1  ant 
tt>ld  would  do  honra  to  any  men,  in  any  age. 

But,  says  the  geutlwman,  our  coast  cannot  be 
fortified.  Frmnitsp«atextent,iti3impr8cti(;able, 
I  admit  that  you  cannot  fortify  erery  littk  udet 
making  into  erery  Tillage;  but  we  can  fortify,  and 
ivetty  e&ctually  fortify,  certain  great  and  exposed 
ptunts,  which  are  the  vital  arteries  leading  into  the 
great  body  of  our  country.  I  meanatBoaton,  New- 
York,  the  Chesapeake,  which  leads  into  ul  the 
principal  towns  of  the  Middle  States,  Charleston, 
Mobile,  and  New  Orleans. 

It  isitriuim»hantly  declared,  let  us  get  rid  of  Gen- 
eral A.  01  General  B-  if  not  wanted.  Sir,  your 
generals,  are  not  made  in  a  day.  Their  taleuts- 
and  renown  give  strength  and  reputation  to  your 
armr.  It  wul  be  easy  tout  o£  or  in  theianmagie 
of  tne.-  bill  to  "  dismus"  fsom  the  serrioe  Jacnon, 
Brown,  Seou,  Qaines,.aad  others,  but  with  tham 
you  greatly  prestmle  the  strength  of  your  litdn 
army.  Do  joo,  can  you  hope,  that  they  will 
sure  in  the  uienov  offices  you  now  oieate,  and  on 
the  pett^  theatre  you  now  jweseribe? 

No,  sir,  they  will  noL  Can  you  supfdy  their 
places  ?  Let  tne  Ammean  people  answer.  It  is  a 
light,  uid  it  would  almost  seem  a  triurapbduit  task 
to  dismiss  them  now ;  but  remember  you  thereby 
destroy  the  efficiency  of  rour  Peace  Bstablish- 
msDt.  A  brigadier  general's  command  for  such  a 
number  of  posts^  such  a  population,  and  such  a 
continent  as  Uiis,  appmis  to  me  a  boriesqae  on 
mrlike  preparation. 

The  reiy  names  of  those  gcaerals,  whose  ser^ 
rices  it  seems  now  to  be  so  propw  to  diqiense  with, 
would  gire  a  union^  a  minasss,  and  a  moral 
power  to  rour  army  in  the  hour  of  teial,  which 
would  beoeyondcaledatiott.  Theu  tabmband 
eotpmcoee  on  some  great  emergency  would  be 
worA  miUionB. 

And  are  we  sore  that  this  daj  of  trial,  this  hour 
of  emoaeacy,  is  nerer  to  amre^  or  to  arrive  at 
some  disM  day  wbtea  we  may  be  ready  fat  iti 
DeeeKve  not  yoorselres. 

Lode  at  the  unsettled  state  of  France ;  the  revo- 
Itttitanotover,  perhaps,  in  Spain;  Germany  ready 
fw  a  ^tmge  ot  Government ;  the  great  auloerat 
of  B«H^,  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  having 
his  eye  on  the  domtniona  of  the  Ottoman  Porte^ 
and.  eitendiag  onward.still  further  to  the  vast  po»- 
aesoioiis  of  the  Kitish  in  the  East  Indies ;  revolu- 
tiea  in  Naples,  other  rerolutions  going  on  in  South 
America ;  and  the  agiuted  state  even  of  Eng- 
land; I  say  lookatalTtheseiand-aeeaiwonrcoia- 
mNoe  andcaananoDs,  ramified  and  extended  into 
every  sea,,  and  wiA  every  nation,  and  who  can  be 
hardy  enough  to  pronounce  that  this  commerce 
will  not  be  cut  up,  and  these  pacific  cmmex- 
iona  not  be  disturbed !  Who  is  bold  eirongh  to 
say  bow  early  or  how  late  it  may  be,  before  we 
may  be  driven  to  protect  our  rights,  and  to  defend 
our  soil  7  Has  the  nature  of  our  free  institutions 
ceased  to  make  this  Ctovenmient  and  these  peo^e 
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objectoof  jeaLousyandhfttetotheHoliir  Alliuce;  to 
all  the  crowned  hndi  of  Europe  1  Sir,thehourof 
peril  will  come,  and  when  that  shall  arrive,  over- 
wbdming  as  ue  current  for  retrenchment  and 
cutting  down  may  now  be  in  this  House,  then  will 
every  man  here  agree  with  me  in  wishing  that 
they  had  sought  the  preservation  of  our  little  army, 
navy,  fortifications,  and  other  defensive  institu- 
tions, and  had  given  them  their  greatest  practica- 
ble strength  and  efficiency. 

At  this  period  of  profoond  peace,  and  when 
gentlemen  suppose  that  war  will  neva  come,  we 
do  disagree  most  pointedly.  The  first  cannon  that 
shall  be  fired  by  aa  enemy,  will  be  the  stfnal  for 
tmiversal  regret,  that  we  had  not  preserved  a  more 
imposing  attitude.  At  such  a  poiod  as  that,  and 
even  now  I  would  not  give  the  consolatton  I  shall 
feel  for  the  vote  I  am  to  give  against  this  bill, 
small  as  may  be  the  minority  in  which  I  may 
stand,  foruy  other  consolation  I  could  derive  from 
my  pablie  life.  Prosttate,  or  even  weaken  your 
army  and  navy,  and  you  invite  aggression }  your 
enemies  will  pour  upon  you  with  the  ferocity  of 
lions,  end  the  strength  of  Hercules. 

Sir,  I  reiterate  again  and  again,  that  I  am  for 
the  practice  of  true  economy,  and  for  making  every 
officer  accountable  even  to  the  last  cent;  but  1 
deprecate  the  present  wavering  policy  of  cut- 
ting down  army,  navy,  and  diminishing  almost 
every  salary.  I  deprecate  the  policy  of  unsettling 
every  thinr ;  of  rendering  all  those  institutions, 
which  should  be  held  most  permanent  and  sacred, 
\dieap,  inefficient  and  worthless,  by  the  rash  and 
versatile  course  this  body,  to  which  the  people 
look  for  wisdom  and  protaetion.  The  verr  foon- 
dation  on  which  the  pillars  of  oar  Fedenf  fabric 
is  raised  is  "  the  common  defence  and  general  irel- 
faxe."  Shall  we  subvert  the  spirit  of  tibe  Qovera- 
ment  bv  our  present  course  7 

Shalt  we  make  oar  officers,  of  all  kinds,  poor 
and  dependant?  Our  own  Iwdy  is  changeaUe 
enough  already ;  bat  shall  we  render  it  stilfmore 
so,  by  a  reduction  of  pay  1  Shall  we  send  mem- 
bers of  Congress  here  to  seek  Executive  offices  and 
patronage  rather  than  pursue  a  wise  independent 
course,  calculated  to  benefit  the  country  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  already  proved,  by  a  few 
geoieral  suggestions,  that  there  is  do  such  necessity 
for  all  this,  as  was  supposed  to  exist.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  Treasury,  which  gives  the  greatest 
spring  to  a  cry  for  retrenehment,  is  not  so  start- 
ling, not  so  alarming,  as  was  at  first  represented 
by  the  head  of  that  department  Moderation,  wis- 
dom, and  consistency,  cry,  forbear.  Let  us  not, 
by  our  acts,  hastily^  and  rashly  attack  and  pros- 
trate the  whole  pohcy  of  former  Congresses  and  of 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  which  has  been  to 
.place  evenr  part  of  this  rising  nation  in  such  an 
attitude  of  defence,  as  is  required,  not  only  by  the 
Constitution,  but  by  the  loud  and  solemn  warnings 
of  fatal  experioice.  If  we  break  into  these  insti- 
tutions of  defence,  we  do  vitally  assail  that  wise 
ijoliey  upon  which  Uie  future  fame  of  the  {vesent 
Executive  must  rest 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded— 

Mr.  WiLUAMB  said  that  he  concurred  with  the 
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gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Simkims,) 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  in  one  sentiment 
which  was,  that  the  bill  now  under  considnration 
depends  for  its  support  on  the  exhausted  ecmdition 
of  the  Treasury.  But,  although  this  was  at  any 
time  a  very  sufficient  reason,  he  would  yet  remind 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  it  was 
not  with  him  (Mr.  W.)  theontv  reason.  He  had 
other,  and  be  might  add  still  higher  motives  for 
supporting  the  bul,  as  had  been  evinced  by  his 
conduct  on  many  previous  occasions.  When  there 
was  no  deficiency  in  the  Treasury;  yrhai  there 
was  in  fact  a  surplus  of  some  millions  he  had  been 
in  favor  of  reducing  the  Army  on  account  of  the 
essential  propriety,  or  natural  adaptation  of  such 
a  measure  to  the  principle  of  our  Qovonmoit. 
Pasung,  however,  for  the  present  this  part  of  the 
subject,  he  would  sabsoribe  fully  to  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Kostm,) 
that  we  cannot  go  on  with  our  establishments  as 
they  now  exist.  To  the  gentieman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Mr.  W.  said,  he  would  seize  that  oppor- 
tunity 01  oflfering  the  tribute  of  his  sincere  thanks 
for  the  very  instructive,  impressive  and  eloquent 
speech  which  he  delivered  the  other  day  on  the 
Bulitject  of  retrenchment  and  economy.  That  gen- 
tleman^ age  indicated  the  wisdom  and  the  history 
of  his  past  life^  the  experience  with  which  he 
could  daim  to  speak  and  to  be  heard  in  this 
House ;  and  on  no  occasion,  said  Mr.  W.,  was  he 
ever  more  gratified  than  he  was  when  attending 
to  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  gentleman  &cm 
Massachusetts;  witn  him,  Mr.  W.  thought  tha 
time  had  arrived  wh«  we  must  resume  tlw  pne- 
Uceof  economy;  when  we  must  retoni  to  that 

Ktb  of  frugality  and  prudence  from  which  we 
d  most  unwisely  departed,  or  persist  in  a  career 
of  extravagance,  jwofusion,  and  ivodigalitjr,  as 
hostile  to  the  nature  of  our  pdittMl  institntioa^ 
as  it  is  repuenant  to  the  individual  pmiperity  ana 
hatniness  of  our  fellow-cittzens. 

Mr.  W.  said,  if  he  could  hesitate  between  these 
alternatives  he  should  deem  himself  aofit  to  occu- 
py a  seat  on  this  floor.  Not  that  he  would  coa- 
demn  any  gentleman  who  entertains  a  difieroit 
opinion.  "Tot  eapUumy  Midm  mOUa  aCadionmk** 
is  a  maxim,  the  truth  of  which  is  every  day 
displayed  in  the  proceedings  of  this  House.  I 
know  well  tlut  gendemeu  will  honestly  iiSSa  in 
oinnion,  not  only  on  this  subject,  but  on  every 
other  wnieh  may  be  agitated.  Bat  it  appears  to 
me  that  this  dioerfgoM  would  not  be  ao  gr«t,  so 
glaring^  so  nreeoncileable,  if  we  all  built  oar  sys- 
tems of  reasoning  m  a  proper  basis ;  if  we  all 
started  from  the  same  point.  Smne  reason  from 
the  GoTemmenl  to  the  people ;  while  others  rea- 
son from  the  people  to  the  Government:  some  ap- 
pear to  think  ttuit  the  good,  otj  in  other  wwds, 
that  the  power  and-  amiaitode  m  the  Goveramat 
should  atone  be  consulted,  regardless  of  the  effects 
which  any  particular  measure  might  have  on  the 
people ;  but  others  assert  that  we  should,  in  the 
first  place,  look  to  the  circumstances  and  c<mdi- 
tion  of  the  people ;  that  their  ease,  comfort,  and 
happiness,  should  be  the  scope,  the  end,  the  otgeet 
of  all  ottr  laws.  It  is  thus  we  are  made  to  aniTe 
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at  different  conclosions.  For  his  own  part,  Mr. 
W.  said,  be  would  look  to  the  people  as  the  proper 
basis  for  all  our  acto;  he  would  examine  the  con- 
sequences, immediate  and  remote,  likely  to  result 
to  them  from  the  adoption  of  every  measure  which 
might  be  proposed.  Those  who  start  from  any 
other  premises  most,  in  myjudginent,  always  ar- 
rive at  false  conclusions.  For,  sir,  who  are  the 
people  of  this  country  ?  The  very  Constitution 
tells  you  that  they  are  supreme;  that  they  are  the 
sovereign  authority ;  that  all  power  emanates  from 
them.  The  President,  in  his  message  to  Congress 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  sessioo,  ob- 
served, "that  this  Grorernment  is  founded  by,  ad- 
ministered for,  and  supported  by  the  people." 
Whatever,  then,  promotes  the  happiness  of  the 
people  must  conduce,  in  an  equal  degree,  to  bene- 
fit the  Go  pern  men  t,  since  it  was  to  promote  that 
happiness  that  the  Government  was  founded.  On 
the  other  hand,  whatever  injures,  affliettt,  or  dis- 
tresses die  people,  must,  in  the  same  d^ree,  injure, 
afflict,  or  dwress  the  Qovanment,  since  it  was  to 
prevent  that  iqjaiTi  affliction,  and  distress,  that 
the  Qoranffieat  was  formed.  And  here,  Mr. 
Chairman,  suffier  me  to  correct  a  very  erroneous 
idea,  frequently  propagated  abroad,  and  which, 
mnen  to  my  surprise,  has  been  reiterated  within 
these  walls  by  the  member  from  South  Carolina, 

(Mr.  SlMElNB.) 

When  an  attempt  is  made  to  retrench  expendi- 
tures, we  hear  loud  cries  raised  against  those  who 
think  proper  to  advocate  the  measure.  It  is  said 
that  we  who  favor  retrenchment  "  are  opposing 
Qovernmeut,"  &£.  Now,  sir,  this  idea  is  full  of 
error  j  it  is  false.  I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  charge 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  with  falK- 
hood  i  but  I  mean  to  say,  and  I  will  say,  that  he 
doe*  not  rightly  judge  our  motives.  No  doubt, 
sir,  the  gentleman  has  more  intimate  acquaintance 
with  some  portion  of  filxecntive  views  ttun  lhave. 
Bat,  if  this  attempt  to  economise  in  our  ezpendi- 
twres,  and  to  relieve  the  bordens  of  the  eommo- 
nity,  should  be  regarded  as  an  aU8<^  on  the  Bxec- 
ative  Qovemment,  or  any  of  its  branches,  I  for 
one  will  say,  that  I  cannot  help  itj  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  parsue  what  appears  to  me  most  conducive 
to  the  irablic  good,  without  reference  to  any  such 
atntneous  considerations. 

Suppose,  for  example,  half  of  the  present  Army 
would  answer  every  purpose  which  this  nation 
eotiid  desire.  I  ask,  if  an  attempt  to  reduce  it 
would  be  acting  against  the  people,  or,  if  you 
please,  against  the  ODvemmenf?  Not  at  all  j  but, 
on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  promoting  the  just 
ends  of  Oovernmeot  to  reduce  the  Army,  because, 
by  that  reduction,  our  expenditures  would  be  les- 
sened, and  the  happiness  of  the  people  would  be 
prt^rtionably  advaiued.  There  are,  indeed,  a 
•et  of  officers,  of  sineeore  placemen,  of  political 
grasahoppers,  warmed  and  animated  into  exist- 
ence 1^  the  sunshine  of  the  Treasury ;  sustained 
and  samiorted,  not  bv  General  Atkinson's  turnip 
patches  at  Council  Bluffi,  but  by  the  streams  of 
nourishment  which  flow  from  the  Treasury,  who 
will,  when  any  attempt  is  made  to  reduce  expen- 
d&tnyea,  cry  out — "  The  QoTemment  is  in  daoger; 
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the  necessary  establishments  of  the  country  are 
about  to  be  broken  in  upon,"  &c.  But,  sir,  al) 
this  is  nothing  more  than  false  alarm.  It  is  true, 
you  may  take  from  such  persons  the  salaries  they 
do  not  earn,  and  which  consequently  they  do  not 
deserve;  but  you  leave  in  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple the  mon^  which  is  thus  saved.  And  I  ask 
asain,  whether  the  interest  of  the  people,  or  oi 
Government,  does  not  require  that  cmcers  that  do 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothiDg,  should  be  disbanded? 
I  should  think  it  does.  Hut  yet  these  characters 
swell  into  factitious  importance,  and  exclaim, 
when  you  are  about  to  disband  them,  that  "yon 
are  opposing  Government"  They  seem  to  think 
that  they  are  the  Goremment;  that  their  indi- 
vidual benefit  should  alone  be  considered.  But, 
sir,  I  think  the  people  at  large  are  the  Gov- 
ernment,  and  that  their  good  ought  to  be  pro- 
moted, without  reference  to  any  particular  persons 
whatsoever. 

There  are,  said  Mr.  W.,  two  courses  of  policy : 
one  is  a  course  of  economy ;  the  othn  a  course  of 
extravaganee.    The  first  emjrfoys  few  officers; 

Sives  moderate  but  saffident  salaries,  and  eon- 
uets  the  whole  machinery  of  Government  with 
the  least  possible  expense.  The  effect  ol  this  i^ 
that  every  man  in  the  community  is  either  taxea 
very  lightly,  or  not  all.  He  has  of  course  all  the 
benefits  and  the  richest  blessings  the  social  state 
can  afford.  He  has  protection  to  his  person  and 
property ;  he  has  an  abundance  of  materials  for 
tood  and  raiment,  and  is  never  subjected  to  the 
severities  of  cold  and  hunger.  On  the  other  hand, 
an  extravagant  course  of  policy  le&ds  to  very 
different  results.  There  many  useless  officers, 
with  exorbitant  salaries,  are  employed,  and  the 
machinerv  of  Government  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  large  disbursements  of  public  money. 
The  consequence  is,  that  the  expenditures  surpass 
the  receipts,  and  the  ^ple  must  be  heavily  taxed. 
Of  eotirse  every  man  m  the  commimity  finds  hun- 
self  distressed  for  money.  His  means  of  subsist 
ence  become  scanty ;  he  is  compelled,  perhaps,  to 
lie  down  snpperless  at  night,  and  to  rise  in  the 
morning  with  no  better  hopes  for  the  ensuing  da^. 
Such,  sir,  are  the  two  courses  of  policy  which  this 
Government  may  pursue,  and  v»iich,  at  different 
times,  it  has  pursued.  Under  Mr.  Jefferson's  Ad- 
ministration economy  was  the  order  of  the  day ; 
but,  under  another  Administration,  great  extiavar 
gance  obtained. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  said 
that  the  American  people  had  renounced  their 
preference  for  economy,  as  pursued  in  1802,  and 
oad  now  attached  themselves  to  the  policy  pur- 
sued by  Mr.  Adams.  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  beg 
leave  to  differ  from  the  gentleman,  and  would 
willingly  submit  to  the  decision  of  toe  people  the 
point  at  issue  between  himself  and  the  member 
from  South  Carolina.  He  was  confident  the  peo- 
ple would  decide  that,  under  Mr.  Je^non's  Ad- 
ministration, they  were  as  free  as  air;  that  little 
or  nothing  of  the  profits  of  their  labor  was  teken 
from  them  by  taxation ;  that  the  hand  of  Oov- 
emment  was  not  felt  to  be  upon  them,  only  in  the 
pRiteetio&  it  affiwded  diem;  that  swarms  of  rere- 
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nae  officers,  of  domiciliary  Tisitors.  of  merciless 
tax  gatherers,  were  banished  from  their  presence; 
that  erery  man  had  wherewith  to  be  clothed  and 
fed,  and  wherewith  to  be  happr.  This  was  ex- 
actly that  administration  of  the  Go remment  which 
the  peofje  want ;  it  was  such  an  administration 
as  everr  one  must  wish  to  see  ia  a  Gorerament 
foundea  by,  administered  for,  and  supported  by, 
the  peoi^e  To  what  other  Administntioa,  let 
me  »k  the  member  from  South  Carc^ina,  can  or 
ooffht  the  people  to  be  attached  7 

If,  by  the  course  of  policy  pursued,  yon  conflict 
with  the  intemt  of  the  citizen,  or  mar  his  happi- 
ness, is  it  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  he  wiA  oe 
attached  to  that  policy  ?  How  can  any  one  of 
common  sense  admire  the  policy  which  tends  to 
staip  his  body  or  starve  his  stomach  7  As  "  this 
Qovemment  is  founded  br,  administovd  for,  and 
supported  by,  the  people,"  it  will  be  most  strong 
when  the  people  are  most  attached  to  it ;  and  the 
people  will  be  most  attached  to  it  when  least  op- 
|ire»ed  by  it ;  in  other  words^  when  they  are  re- 
quired to  contribute,  by  taxaUon,  as  little  as  pos- 
siUe  of  their  hard  emminga  to  support  Ooverfr- 
meat. 

We  hear  much  about  national  glory.  Tha  gen- 
tleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  has  dwdt 
doqnently  on  this  topic.  No  one  has  a  greater 
ri^t  than  he  has  to  speak  on  such  sul^eets,  be- 
cause he  has  participated  largely  in  those  scenes 
which  hare  tended  to  illustrate  and  dignify  the 
name  of  his  country.  Although  I  bow  with  def- 
erence to  whaterer  that  gentleman  may  bepleased 
to  say,  yet,  on  this  occasion,  I  must  differ  from 
him,  not  because  I  admire  national  glory  less,  but 
because  I  lore  national  happiness  more.  Of  what 
.  arail  is  it  to  talk  about  the  splendid  victories  of  a 
Decatur,  if,  in  order  to  obtain  those  victories,  the 
people  had  been  obliged,  by  taxation,  to  give  up  so 
much  of  their  own  property  as  would  compel  them 
to  ^0  supperless  to  oed  ?  Indeed,  sir,  thejr  wotild 
be  in  an  ill  condition  to  relish  those  victories  with 
an  empty  stomach.  But  feed  them,  clothe  th«B, 
make  them,  in  these  respects,  contented  and  hap- 
py, which  Govenuient  can  do  by  the  means  it 
emrioys,  or  the  measures  it  adopts,  and  then,  with 
all  inuginaUe  zest,  they  can  enter  into  and  real- 
ize those  fine  elevated  feelings,  in^ired  by  a  re- 
o<^eetiott  of  our  neat  achievements  by  sea  and 
land.  We  have  uso  been  referred,  said  Mr.  W., 
to  the  glory  of  other  countries,  particularly  to  that 
of  EngUnd.  No  example  could  be  hdd  up  to  his 
view  which  he  would  imitate  widi  greater  caution 
than  that  of  England.  She  had  paid  too  dearly 
for  her  glory,  for  her  distinction  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  world.  To  prove  this,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  advert  only  to  what  her  people  them- 
sdves  had  said ;  and  he  would  now  do  so,  by  ask- 
ing the  attention  of  the  House  white  he  read  an 
extract  from  the  Review  of  Seybert's  Statistical 
Ann^  of  the  United  States.  The  extract  is  as 
iipdlowB: 

**  We  can  infimn  Jonathan  what  are  the  inevilaMe 
eoDseqaencei  of  being  too  food  of  ^ory.  Taxes  upon 
•very  article  which  enters  into  the  moaUi,  or  covns 
the  back,  or  is  plaosd  aadw  the  foot—uucse  open 


erery  thing  which  it  is  pleasant  to  see,  heir,  fed, 
■mail,  or  taste— taxes  upon  warmth,  t^bt,  and  loco- 
motion— taxes  OD  evaiy  thing  tra  earUi,  and  the  watats 
onder  the  earth— on  every  thing  that  eonws  firem 
abroad,  or  is  grown  at  home — taxes  on  the  raw  ma- 
terial— taxes  on  ererj  fresh  valae  that  is  added  to  it 
by  the  industry  of  man — taxes  on  the  sauce  which 
pampers  man's  appetite,  and  the  drug  that  restores 
ium  to  health — on  the  ermine  which  decorates  the 
judge,  and  the  rope  which  hangs  the  criminal — on  tho 
poor  man's  salt,  and  the  rich  man's  spice — on  the 
brass  nuls  of  the  coSia,  and  the  libaUds  of  the  bride— 
at  bed  or  board,  condiant  or  levant,  we  must  pay.  The 
school-boy  whips  his  taxed  top— the  bearAess  youth 
manages  his  taxed  horse  wiA  a  taxed  bridle,  on  a 
taxed  road  ;  and  the  dyhig  EngiMiman,  pouring  his 
medicine,  whtdi  has  paid  7  per  cent.,  into  a  spoon 
which  has  paid  16  per  cent.,  flhigs  himself  back  upon 
his  diiirtz  bed  which  has  paid  SS  per  cent.— fnaUog 
his  will  on  an  eifbt-ponnd  atanp,  and  expires  in  Um 
arms  of  an  ^otheeaiy  who  has  paid  a  nceaae  of  a 
hundred  poands  the  privilofe  of  petting  him  to 
death.  His  wh^e  property  is  then  immediately 
taxed  from  S  to  10  per  cent.  Besides  the  probate, 
large  fees  we  demanded  for  burying  him  in  the  cfaan- 
cei ;  his  virtues  are  handed  down  to  posterity  on  taxed 
marble ;  and  he  is  then  gathered  to  his  fetbers,  to  be 
taxed  no  more.  In  addition  to  all  this,  the  habit  of 
dealing  with  large  aums  will  make  the  GoverntncDt 
avaricbus  and  praflise ;  and  the  ^aton  itself  wilt  ia- 
feUibly  generate  H^m  base  vermin  of  s^  and  infenn- 
era,  and  a  still  more  pestilent  race  of  political  took 
and  retainers  of  the  meanest  and  moat  odious  de- 
scription ;  while  the  prodigious  patronage,  which  the 
collecting  of  this  splendid  revenne  will  throw  into  ibe 
hands  of  GoTemment,  wiU  invest  it  with  ao  vast  an 
inftoenoe,  and  hold  out  such  means  end  temptadons 
to  corrnptioD,  as  all  the  virtue  and  public  spirit  even 
of  Repoblteane  will  be  unable  to  leaist." 

TMs,  sir,  is  what  the  English  themselves  say  as 
to  the  e^te  of  that  excessive,  that  blind  bat 
eager  pursuit  of  national  ^orr,  in  wfaieh  thmr 
have  been  engaged.  Surdy,  then,  it  is  not  a  fit 
examine  for  our  imitetion.  On  the  contrary,  I 
say,  let  our  glory  consist  in  the  happiness  of  our 
people ;  let  our  freedom  from  such  oppressions  as 
those  under  which  the  people  of  Eiudand  now 
labor,  be  our  boast.  It  is  Aen  vre  shaU  have  ob- 
tained true  glwy ;  it  is  then  we  shall  hare  accom- 
plished the  great  object  for  wUeh  oar  Qovemmcnt 
was  instituted. 

Thus  much  Bilr.  W.  thought  it  was  necsseary 
to  say  on  the  subject  of  the  bill  generally,  and  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  gen- 
tlemen. He  would  not,  however,  be  understood 
to  say,  that  the  eztravwant  course  of  policy  pur- 
sued in  Mr.  Adams's  administration  was  carried 
to  aU  thosapemieions  cwseqoenees  he  had  point- 
ed out  He  said  only,  but  be  said  it  boldly,  that 
unless  Ihegood  sense  of  the  American  peo[He  had 
arrested  the  course,  changed  the  policy,  and  di- 
verted the  tend«iey  of  that  Administration^  we 
should  now  be  as  much  oppressed,  oeterix  pori^ 
as  the  people  of  Eo^and.  As  the  voice  of  the 
nation  could  not  then,  so  he  hoped  it  would  not 
now  be  resisted ;  and  that  we  shoiud  arain  rcaame 
those  wh<deeome  labits  of  economy  irom  which 
we  had  departed.  He  would,  therefore^  proceed 
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immedistety  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  which 
embraced  the  principle  for  which  he  contended. 

Prapoutions  of  this  kind,  it  mmld  be  recollected, 
said  Mr.  W.,  had  been  before  Congress  for  seve- 
ral yeaxs,  but  as  jet  they  have  been  nnsDccessfal. 
He  rejoiced,  however,  in  the  belief  he  had,  that 
now  the  subject  wooid  be  thoroc^hly  investigated; 
that  it  woald  receive  that  full  and  free  examioa- 
tioQ  which  its  importance,  both  intrinsic  and  rela- 
tive, may  demand.  For,  sir,  the  amount  of  a 
military  force  and  the  manner  of  its  support  are, 
in  every  country,  questions  of  the  first  importance. 
But,  with  us,  they  deserve  infinite  consideration, 
because,  in  proportion  as  our  Gtovernment  differs 
fVom  all  otnera,  will  these  questions  be  found  to 
rise  in  magnitude,  claiming  the  attention  and  vigi- 
lance of  the  American  people.  So  important  did 
Congress  bdieve  them  to  be,  at  the  last  session, 
that  a  resolution  was  passed,  calling  upon  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  m^e  a  reporC  on  the  stfbjeet  at 
die  i«esent  session.  The  report,  sir,  has  been  re- 
ceived, and  what  is  its  aspect  ?  According  to  my 
jodgmeftt,  it  is  a  jiraelieal  renunciation  of  the 
principles  upon  which  our  Government  is  founded, 
MS  well  as  of  the  principles  ioealeated  at  an  eai^y 
period,  by  that  emss  of  politicians  to  whom  the 
Steretarf  has  heretofore  professed  to  belong.  To 
prove  this^  the  attention  of  the  House  is  respect- 
fully solicited,  while  I  read  some  passages  from 
the  report.  Page  3,  the  Secretary  says — "  It  will 
. '  be  readily  admitted  that  the  organization  of  the 
'  Armyoug^fat  to  hare  reference  to  the  objects  for 
'  whicn  it  is  maintained,  and  ought  to  be  snch  as 

*  may  be  best  calculated  to  effect  such  objects ;  as 

*  it  must  be  obvious,  on  the  slightest  reflection, 

*  Ibat.  on  considerations  connected  herewith,  ought 
'  to  depend  not  only  its  numbers,  but  also  the 
'  principles  on  which  it  ought  to  be  ibrmed." 

Again_,  in  the  sacoe  page,  he  says,  "  The  objects 

*  for  which  a  standing  army  in  peace  ought  to  be 

*  maintained,  may  be  comprised  under  two  classes: 

*  those  which,  though  they  have  reference  to  a 
'  Mate  of  wax,  yet  are  more  immediately  coonect- 

*  ed  with  its  duties  in  peace ;  and  those  which  re- 

*  late  immediately  and  solely  to  war.  Under  the 
'  first  class  may  be  enumerated,  as  the  leading  ob- 
'  jects,  the  garrisoning  the  forts  along  our  Attan- 

*  tie  frontier,  in  order  to  preserve  them,  and  to 
'  cause  the  sovereignty  of  tlie  United  States  to  be 

*  respected,  and  the  occupying  of  certain  cora- 

*  manding  posts  in  our  inland  frontier  to  keep  in 

*  check  our  savage  neighbors,  and  to  protect  our 

*  newly  formed  and  feeble  settlements  in  that 
'  qttftrtcr.  These  are,  doubtless,  important  objects, 

*  but  are  by  no  means  so  essential  as  those  which 
'  relate  immediately  and  solely  to  a  state  of  war ; 

*  and,  thott^  not  to  be  n^lected  wholly,  ought 
<  not  to  have  any  decided  influence  in  the  organi- 

*  xation  of  onr  Peace  EstaUishmeot." 

From  the  forcwoing,  it  appears,  said  Mr.  W.,  to 
be  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  that  the  duties  to 
be  performed  by  an  army  in  time  of  peace,  ought 
not  to  have  "  any  decided  influence  in  the  oi^n- 
ization  of  the  Peace  Establishment."  This  sen- 
timent, with  others  which  would  be  noticed  here- 
after, he  deaaei  a  palpable  abandonment  of  the 
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principles  of  the  Government.  Whatever  he 
might  have  previously  thousht,  there  was  no 
longer  room  to  entertain  a  douot  of  the  fact,  since 
the  speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
SmythJ  and  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Caro- 
lina, (Mr-  SiNKtua.^  The  first  of  these  goitle- 
meuj  from  his  official  station  in  this  House,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  A&irs, 
must  be  supposed  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  views  and  sentiments  entertained  by  the  head 
of  the  War  Department.  Whether  the  latter 
gratleman  has  had  access  to  the  sune  source  of 
information  was  for  the  House  to  determine. 

Both  gentlemen,  pursuing  what  I  had  believed 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  have  discarded 
the  militia  as  a  means  of  defence  for  this  country. 
The  ^ntleman  from  Virginia,  in  particular,  en- 
tered mto  a  series  of  reasoning  fotrnded  upon  what 
he  was  pleased  to  call  historical  facts,  to  prove 
that  the  militia  force  was  not  worthy  to  be  rdied 
on.  Mr.  W.  said  he  also  would  rdy  on  history  to 
prove  not  only  that  the  militia  wm  to  be  depend- 
ed OD.  but  that  they  were  the  only  wrt  of  force  to 
wticn  this  Government  cotUd  safely  trust  It 
was  not,  indeed,  history,  in  the  simple  acceptation 
of  the  term,  such  as  the  member  from  Vli^nia 
had  produced,  but  it  was  of  a  higher  and  more 
aothoritative  character.  It  was  not  history,  writ- 
ten by  one  individual,  containing  only  the  opin- 
ions of  that  individual,  and  that  opinion,  too, 
fraught  with  all  the  prejudices  of  him  who  ex- 
pressed it,  but  it  was  constitutional  history,  pro- 
nounced by  the  patriots  and  sages  of  the  country 
Msembled  for  the  all-important  purpose  of  crea- 
ting and  estaUisbing  Governments  for  the  several 
States  in  this  wide-spread  Republic.  Examine 
this  history  from  the  earliest  periods  to  the  present' 
moment— fnmi  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts 
down  to  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  and  Uiesame 
great  fundamental  tnithA  are  seen  to  pervade  Uie 
whole ;  they  are  these :  "  That  stanaing  armies 
are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed ;  that  a  well-regulated  militia  are  the  only 
sure  and  certain  defence  of  a  free  people."  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  may  give  what  foree  and 
effect  they  please  to  their  history,  but  we  will  telf 
on  constitutional  history,  which  is  more  solemn, 
and  entitled  to  infinitely  greater  weight  than  any 
authority  they  can  possibly  produce.  From  it,  1 
hope  we  shall  be  able  to  point  out  the  dangers  we 
are  likelv  to  incur  or  should  labor  to  avoid. 

In  reply  to  the  gentlemen  espousing  the  opposite 
side  in  this  debate,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  would  en- 
deavor to  show,  in  the  language  and  spirit  of  that- 
constitutional  history  to  which  he  had  refened, 
first,  that  standing  armies  are  daagerow  to  libtfty, 
and  ought  not  to  be  allowed }  second,  "  tturt  me 
militia  are  the  only  sure  and  certain  de^ee  of  a- 
free  pet^e that  the  Army  of  this  country  is- 
onneeessarily  large  at  present,  and  should  thei^ 
fore  be  reduced. 

A  government,  like  an  individual  person,  has 
certain  principles  or  laws  impressed  on  it  at  its 
creation,  which  are  natural  to  it  in  every  stage  of 
its  existence,  and  from  which  it  can  never  denary 
but  at  the  risk  of  consequences  always  hazaraoiu. 
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if  not  utterly  destnictiTe.  Nature  dictates  to  man, 
in  his  individual  capacitTj  tlie  love  of  truth  and 
jiiBliee,  and  if  he  ever  diBrq;ards  the  impulse  of 
that  senttment  he  will  incur  certain  evil.  In  like 
manner,  whatever  appears  to  be  the  natural  dictate 
of  a  government,  should  be  carefully  discerned  and 
acmpulously  obeyed ;  for,  if  Qoi,  the  body  politic 
will  become  disorganized,  and  rendered  the  subject 
of  every  dangerous  infection.  It  would  not  do  for  a 
moaarchy  to  practise  upon  the  principles  of  a  re- 
publican goverument,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  for 
a  republic  to  practise  upon  the  principles  of  mon- 
archy. These  two  govertunents  are  opposites  in  the 
various  systems  of  polity,  and  should  go  on  in  the 
separate  spheres  in  which  they  have  Men  destined 
to  move.  It  would  be  as  rational  to  expect  the  re- 
peated occurrence  of  straage  anomalies  in  nature, 
as  to  suppose  that  a  republic  could  occasionally 
dart  into  the  sphere  of  monarchy  and  still  preserve 
its  Ueasines  in  all  their  pristineexedlenoe.  If,  there- 
for^ in  me  coorBe  or  revolntions  of  republican 
^vemment,  it  is  ever  found  to  be  erratic ;  if  it 
IS  seen  to  deviate  from  those  laws  impressed  on  it 
by  the  mighty  hand  of  the  people  who  created  it ; 
if  it  courts  conjunction  with,  or  solicits  indulgence 
in  the  costly,  toe  expensive  trapiHUgs  and  appen- 
dix of  moaarchy,  then  I  pronounce  the  time  has 
arrived  for  arresting  its  progress  and  reforming  its 
example. 

Of  all  the  principles  connatural  with  the  people 
of  these  United  States,  impressed  upon  them  at 
their  political  creation,  none  appears  more  impor- 
tant, or  aonounced  with  more  solemnity  than  this 
-»"tbat  standing  armies  are  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
^^erties  of  a  free  people,  and  ought  not  to  be  allow- 
*ed."  This  truth  is  distinctly  written  in  constitu- 
tinu  formed  contemporaneously  with  the  birth  day 
of  our  independence,  as  well  as  in  those  ordained 
and  established  at  different  periods.  Bnt  it  is  par- 
ticularly the  saying  of  oar  ancestors— of  the  fiithers 
of  the  freedom  ana  independence  of  their  country. 
Throngfaout  their  works  you  find  the  same  cau- 
tioiis  concern,  the  same  jealous  solicitude  about 
the  fatal  eflfeets  resulting  from  an  overgrown,  a 
ledundant,  and  an  inactive  army  in  time  of  peace. 
Let  me  ask  if  their  imaginations  were  distemper- 
ed ;  if  they  were  alarmed  at  an  airy  phantom :  or 
whether  they  did  not  speak  the  langua^  of  sober- 
ness and  truth,  teacbmg  their  posterity  how  to 
avoid  dangers,  certain,  real,  and  extremely  formi- 
daUe?  The  latter  conclusion  must  be  adopted, 
and  we  should  receive  these  Constitutional  pro- 
visioQS,  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding,  as  so  many  credcnda  in  the 
articles  of  oor  political  &idi. 

Yes,  sir,  the  champions  of  our  indqiendence  and 
our  rights  knew  wellthat  the  laws  and  rules  of  an 
army  were,  in  fact,  the  laws  and  rules  of  absolute 
despotism ;  that  an  army  was  dangerous  to  our 
civil  and  political  institutions,  not  only  on  account 
of  its  physical  force,  l»it  also  on  account  of  its 
moral  effects,  its  contaminating  influence  over  our 
principles,  feelings,  and  habits.  In  England,  the 
country  from  which  in  order  to  be  separated  Amer- 
ica lavished  so  prodigiously  of  her  blood  and  trea- 
Mre,  nurtial  law  is  considered  so  much  at  variance 


with  the  small  portion  of  liberty  she  enjoys,  that 
it  is  called  "  in  reality  not  a  law,  but  something 
indulged  rather  than  allowed  as  a  law.*'  If  an 
army  and  its  rules  be  thus  dangerous  to  BritUi 
liberty,  how  much  more  so  are  they  to  Uie  liberty 
of  American  citizens?  As  citizens  we  boast  m 
our  equality ;  but  in  vain  do  you  look  for  it  in  the 
army.  Here  are  all  those  distinctions  of  rank- 
all  that  slavish  submission  to  the  will  of  a  superior 
which  are  to  be  seen  in  the  most  absolute  govern- 
ments. If  an  inferior  officer  or  soldier  strikes  his 
superior,  the  punishment  of  death  is  inflicted  as  the 
necessary,  the  only  adetjuate  atonement.  Mon- 
strous indeed  is  the  punishment  for  so  trivial  an 
offence!  The  Grand  Sultan  of  Turkey,  who  vain- 
^oriously  styles  himself  the  "Shadow  of  God — a 
God  on  earth — brother  to  the  sun  and  moon — dis- 
poser of  all  earthly  crowns,"  could  not  support  his 
imaginary  greatness  with  more  tremendous  exac- 
tions, with  more  awful  penalties,  As  citizens  we 
also  Doast  of  oar  lib^y ;  but,  as  soldiers,  a  long 
ascent  of  ranks  and  grades  rises  before  us;  tu 
command  of  each  is  a  law,  and  to  disober  is  to 
forfeit  our  lives.  I  know  well,  said  Mr.  W.,  the 
excuse  which  is  generally  offered  for  the  continn- 
ance  of  these  inexorable  rules.  It  was  commonly 
said  they  are  founded  upon  necessity,  but  he  hoped 
he  should  be  able  to  show  how  dangerous  it  was 
to  suffer  any  system  founded  upon  such  necessity 
to  exist  in  a  great  or  unreasonaole  degree. 

That  the  military  life  will  corrupt  the  feelings 
and  habits  of  those  whft  were  engaged  in  it  was, 
Mr.  W.  thought,  also  evident.  Suppose  two  char- 
acters, A  and  B,  have  acted  in  the  army  for  tea 
years — A  in  the  capacity  of  an  officer,  B  in  that 
of  a  soldier;  that,  after  their  term  of  service  had 
expired,  they  both  return  to  the  walks  of  civil  life. 
Now,  I  ask  whether  these  tvo  characters  will  a>- 
sociate  together  upon  the  terms  of  their  original 
footing  of  equality  as  citizens,  or  whether  they  will 
not  be  more  likely,  from  their  feedings  and  lubit& 
to  preserve  that  distinctive  condition  of  officer  and 
soldier  in  which  they  had  been  recently  placed  on 
the  Military  Establishment.  My  word  for  it.  the 
latter  condition  will  obtain.  For  no  matter  now 
well  disposed,  how  zealously  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  equality,  a  person  might  have  been 
before  he  had  become  the  subject  of  militarv  dis- 
cipline, yet,  after  being  inured  to  it  for  a  while,  he 
will  be  attached  to  it ;  he  will  forget  the  blessings 
whichattend  the  conditionofacitizen,or,being  him- 
self deprived  of  those  blessings^  he  will  be  envious 
that  no  others  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy  them. 
Hence  it  is  that  standing  armies  have  alwavs  beea 
dangerous  to  liberty  throughout  the  wwld.  In 
despotic  govonments,  it  is  true,  there  is  do  differ- 
ence between  the  condition  of  a  common  sulriect 
and  (hat  of  a  soldier;  both  are  equally  doomed  to 
the  scourge  of  tyranny,  in  which  perhaps  both  mar 
delight;  nothing  is  to  he  gained  by  a  change,  which 
perhaps  they  are  unaUe  to  contrive  or  accomplish. 
But,  in  our  free  country,  persons  habituated  to 
military  life  become,  as  officers  on  the  one  hand, 
domineering  and  intolerant,  and,  as  soldiers,  on  the 
other,  servi^  and  dependent. 

In  shcfft,  sir,  onr  army  is  subject  to  the  same  sort 
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of  discipline  as  the  other  armies  of  the  world ;  but 
is  our  Goverament  like  other  Groremments?  Look 
to  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  the  late  despot  of  France, 
or  to  the  King  of  England,  and  you  wilt  find  near- 
ly the  same  system  in  use  for  the  discipline  of  their 
armies.  Compare  it  with  our  system,  and  there 
appears  no  very  great  or  considerable  discrepan- 
cy. But  between  their  goremments  and  our  own 
you  behold  an  immense  difference.  If,  then,  their 
systems  of  mililaiy  discipline  are  adapted  to  the 
nature  of  their  governments,  and  calculated  to  sup- 
port them,  onr  system,  being  like  theirs,  cannot  be 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  our  Qovernment,  or  cal- 
culated for  its  support  As  widely,  therefore,  as 
the  governments  of  the  old  world  differ  from  our 
own,  so  widely  do  the  rules  and  discipline  of  our 
army  differ  from  the  nature  of  our  Qovernment. 

I  hope,  said  Mr.  W.,  not  to  be  misunderstood. 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  contend  that  we  ought  to 
dispense  with  the  whole  Military  Establishment, 
bcMUse  the  system  of  rules  adopted  for  its  govern- 
ment are  at  variance  with  the  nature  of  our  civil 
and  pc^iical  institutions.  My  object  has  been  to 
show,  that  all  armies  are  goveuted  upon  princi|[^es 
utnilarly,  if  not  equally,  despotic ;  that,  as  this  is 
the  case,  we  should  be  careful  how  we  introduce 
that  system  of  things  into  the  United  States^  be- 
cause our  Government,  being  a  Republic  of  the 
most  liberal  kind,  will  not  be  able  to  consociate 
if  I  may  use  the  expression)  with  that  system, 
t  is  impossible  for  two  opposite  natures  to  exist 
in  the  same  being,  and  I  would  as  soon  expect  the 
military  despotism  of  Bonaparte  could  exist  in 
identity  with  our  Qovernment ;  that  it  could  flour- 
ish at  the  same  time,  and  be  maintained  over  the 
same  people,  as  to  suppose  our  own  Qovernment 
coutd  exist  under  the  influence  of  a  very  extended 
Military  Establishment,  in  time  of  p»ce.  The 
Array  and  the  Government  would  inherit  different 
natures,  and  perpetual  warfare  mast  ensue,  till  the 
B^rtt  of  one  bad  subdued  that  of  the  other.  In 
aach  a  contest  the  civil  would  fiUl  prostrate  before 
the  military  power.  The  constitutions  of  onr  eor- 
emments,  the  precepts  and  sayings  of  our  lore- 
fiithen ;  the  evidence  of  all  mankind,  as  trans- 
mitted to  us  through  the  records  of  history ;  in 
shortj  the  very  nature  of  the  thins;  itself,  will  not 
permit  us  to  entertain  a  ^oubt  on  Uiis  subject. 

From  this  view,  it  is  evident  that  if  the  Arm^ 
is  necessary,  it  is  a  kind  of  necestary  evil,  and  it 
should  be  the  object  of  the  American  people  to 
have  as  little  of  it  as  possible.    The  question  for 
OS  to  decide,  at  all  times,  should  b^  "  with  how 
much  of  this  evil  can  we  dispense?"  not  "with 
what  qoantity  of  it  can  we  be  able  to  subsist?" 
The  rule  should  be  to  keep  in  service  as  few  men 
as  possible^  not  as  many  as  possible.  A  patient, 
laboring  with  sickness  and  threatened  with  death, 
willin^ry  takes  the  most  disgusting  potions  of 
medicine,  bnt  fay  no  means  does  be  calculate  that 
these  are  to  become  articles  for  his  daily  subsist- 
ence.   It  may  sometimes  be  proper  for  the  United 
States  to  keep  in  service  forty,  fifty,  or  a  hundred 
thousand  troops,  but  it  does  not  follow  from  this, 
that  it  will  always  be  requisite  to  have  an  army 
«f  the  same  size.   The  Military  Establishmeni 
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ought  to  be  regulated  by  the  necessities  of  the 
country.  In  cases  of  danger,  it  may  be  greater; 
but  at  other  times,  when  peace  reigns  throughout 
our  bordersj  when  not  the  least  aspect  of  war  is 
to  be  seen,  it  should  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  pos- 
sible stanoard,  regarding  it  always  as  an  evil  ne- 
cessary to  be  usea  occasionally,  but  to  he  emiduyed 
with  care,  and  to  be  watched  with  vigilance. 

Believing  the  House  will  be  disposed  to  concur 
in  the  sentiments  which  have  beien  advanced,  I 
shall  proceed  immediately  to  inquire  what  reduc- 
tion It  would  be  proper  to  make  in  the  present 
Military  Establishment,  reserving  any  other  re- 
marks 1  may  have  to  offer  in  relation  to  the  dan- 
ger of  armies,  and  the  propriety  of  relying  on  the 
militia,  for  future  occasions,  as  they  may  arise  ia 
the  course  of  my  observations. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  have  here- 
tofore existed,  as  to  the  number  of  men,  yet  all 
have  seemed  to  think,  that  the  number  of  officers 
in  the  Army  was  unnecessarily  great.  The  Sec- 
retary^ of  War,  however,  baa  invariably  adhered 
to  this  branch  of  the  Army  with  wonderful  tena- 
city. That  he  should  have  done  so,  in  the  report 
made  at  the  present  session,  is,  to  me,  a  matter  of 
perfect  surprise.  He  knew  well  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury ;  he  knew  there  would  be  a  defi- 
ciency of  several  millions ;  he  also  knew  that  the 
officers  materially  contributed  to  the  expense  of 
supporting  the  Army,  and,  yet,  after  all  this  inform 
mation.  he  gravely  recommends  that  the  officers 
should  oe  retained.  I  should  have  supposed  that  a 
very  difierent  course  would  have  been  pursued;  that 
he  would  have  recommended  the  retention  of  a  pro- 
portion of  more  men  and  fewer  officers  than  exists 
in  the  present  organization  of  the  Army.  For,  in 
the  report  made  by  the  Secretary  in  1818^  he  says, 
page  5,  "it  is  obvious  that,  as  the  ofl3cers  are 

*  mnch  more  expensive  in  proportion  to  their  nuntr 
'  hen  than  the  soldiers,  that  the  pay  of  the  Army, 

*  in  relation  to  its  aggr^ate  numbers,  will  be  in- 

<  creased  or  diminisheu  with  theinereaseordimin- 

<  ution  of  the  former."  It  is,  then,  I  say,  a  matter 
of  surprise,  that  the  Secretary  should  have  recom- 
mended the  retention  of  all  the  officers,  when  he 
knew  that  economy  was  the  object  contemplated 
in  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  Army,  and  when, 
from  his  own  statement,  the  officers  were  much 
more  expensive,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers, 
than  the  soldiers. 

From  the  same  report  of  1818,  it  appears  that 
if  the  Army  were  full,  there  would  be,  according 
to  the  present  organization,  about  four  men  to 
each  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  and  musi- 
cian. This  disproportion  has  always  been  a  great 
objection  to  the  Military  Sstablishment.  The 
people  saw,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  himself 
has  said,  that  Uie  ezpoiae  of  the  Army  was  greatif 
owing  to  the  number  of  officers.  In  this  state  of 
things  a  resolution  was  passed  at  the  last  session, 
requiring  that  a  report  from  the  Head  of  the  War 
Department  should  be  madeat  the  present  session, 
containing  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army. 
Welt,  sir,  the  report  comes  in^  and  what  is  pro- 
posed 1  Why,  that  the  organization  of  the  Anaj 
shall  be  a  little  changed;  bat  it  is  not  proposed  to 
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ndnee  the  namber  of  officns.  Not  only  so,  but 
ihe  olgectioDS  to  the  proposed  organization  are 
XDOch  pester  than  to  the  present;  for,  by  that 
iwhieh  u  proposed,  there  will  be  something  more 
thm  two  men  for  each  offico)  non-commissioned 
officer,  and  musician.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  a  fact  which 
no  one  scarcely  could  have  bdieTed,  that  this 
enormous  disproportion  is  recommendel  to  us  for 
our  approbation. 

I  will  ventore  to  say,  there  is  not  an  army  in 
the  world,  not  eren  in  Governments  the  most  pro- 
fuse and  prodigal,  where  the  disjwoportion  of  offi- 
cers to  men  is  so  great  as  it  is  with  us  at  this 
time;  and^  yet,  by  the  plan  of  the  Secretary,  this 
disproportion  is  to  beereatly  increased.  Military 
characters  say,  the  st^  in  particular  is  now  la^ 
enough  for  tiny,  some  sav  a  handled  thousand 
men.  But  yet,  we  are  told,  we  most  not  reduce 
it,  when  it  is  admitt^,  or  determined  by  the  reso- 
Intion  of  last  session,  that  we  shall  reduce  the 
number  of  men  nearly  one-half.  If  the  staff  offi- 
cers under  the  old  organization  bare  had  not 
much  to  do ;  if,  on  account  of  their  numbers,  they 
have  been  permitted  to  idle  away  their  time,  how 
much  more  will  this  be  the  caae  under  the  pro- 
\  posed  organization ! 

In  1816,  the  Secretary  reported  to  us  that  the 
staff  of  the  Army,  under  the  existing  organization, 
.amounted  only  to  96.  I  then  objected  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statement ;  I  mentioned  that  the 
number  was  upwards  of  200,  and  called  upon  any 
geatleman  who  might  see  the  thing  differently  to 
correct  m&  if  I  was  wrong,  or  give  such  explana- 
tions as  might  satisfy  the  House.  To  iwotc  now 
tbax  I  was  then  correct,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
jtention  of  the  House  to  some  tabular  and  other 
documents  contained  in  the  two  reports  of  the 
Secretary.  Document  B,  of  the  late  or  new  re- 
port, professes  to  be  the  same  as  document  A,  of 
the  report  submitted  in  1818 ;  but,  yet,  the  former 
is  quite  at  variance  with  the  latter  in  some  of  its  [ 
details.  In  the  organization,  as  proposed  in  the 
new  report,  it  is  not  intimated  by  the  Secretary 
that  the  number  of  the  staff  will  be  increased  be- 
yond that  set  forth  in  the  report  made  in  1818.  But 
the  number  of  the  Staff,  in  the  organization  pro- 
posed in  the  new  report,  amounts  to  228,  ana,  of 
the  organization  reported  in  1818,  only  to  96. 
Whence,  sir,  is  this  difiference  ?  Could  the  Sec- 
retary have  thought  to  impose  on  Coomn'i  1 
hope  not.  But,  if  he  did,  I  trust  he  wiU  be  mis- 
taisa.  I  must,  however,  say  that  both  these  re- 

Sorts  have  appeared  to  me  more  like  speeches  ftd- 
ressed  to  the  army,  dian  communications  made 
to  this  House. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  notice  more  particularly 
the  staff  recommended  by  the  Secretary.  There 
are  two  M^or  Generals,  four  Aids  de  Camp,  four 
Brigadin  Generals,  four  Aids  de  Camp,  one  Judge 
Advocate,  six  Topographical  Engineers,  four  £s- 
sistant  TopogrBphical  Engineers,  one  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General,  two  Adjutant  Generals, 
four  Assistant  Adjutant  Generals,  two  Inspector 
Qeoerals,  four  Assistant  Inspector  Generals,  ten 
Regimental  Adjutants,  eight  Battalion  Adjutants, 
nuuKing,  in  this  department,  a  total  of  56 ;  in  the 
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Qnartennaster^  department  tfaoe  are  37;  Pay- 
master's department  20 ;  Purchasing  department 
4  ;  Subsistence  department  1,  with  as  many  A»> 
sistants  as  the  service  may  require ;  Medical 
partment  75:  Engineer  Corps  23 ;  Military  Acad- 
emy, 13  Professors  and  Masters :  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  228,  exclusive  of  Cadets;  but,  if  they 
be  added,  of  478.  At  the  head  of  this  prodigious 
staff  stand  the  two  Major  Generals.  No  one  but  the 
Secretary,  or  some  other  person  zealously  and  deter- 
minately  devoted  to  the  army,  could  have  thought 
of  retaining  the  Major  Generals.  The  Secretary 
says,  page  8  of  the  report : 

"  It  is  proposed  lo  retain  the  two  Msjor  sod  fovr 
Bngsdiei  Generals.  Althoagh  it  is  not  probable  theie 
will  be  cODOBntratedt  in  tioM  of  peace,  et  any  point,  a 
Save  equal  to  the  command  of  e  single  Major,  or  even 
a  BrigadisT  Oeneral,  yet,  it  is  conceived  important  to 
the  service  that  they  should  be  retained ;  as  two  regi- 
tnents,  with  a  pro^r  proportion  of  artilleir  and  li^t 
troops,  conititnte,  in  our  service,  one  brigatw,  and  two 
brigade*  ■  diTiiioo,  the  commsnd  of  a  Major  Genoral, 
the  namber  of  regiment*  and  battalions  under  the 
proposed  organization,  thus  giting  a  command  eqoal 
to  that  of  two  Msjor,  and  four  Brigadier  Generals." 

Here,  sir,  the  Secretary  admits  that  there  wUl 
be  concentrated  at  no  one  point  a  number  of  men 
equal  to  the  command  of  a  single  M^or,  nor  even 
a  Brigadier  General.  He  wouM  indeed  nave  been 
equally  correct  if  he  had  said  that  the  whole  Army, 
under  the  plan  proposed,  would,  if  assembled  at 
one  point,  scarcely  be  equal  to  the  command  of 
one  Major  General  and  two  Brigadiers.  But,  yet. 
he  recommends  the  retraition  of  two  Major  aqd 
four  Brigadier  Generals,  thus  advising  us  to  keep 
in  service  double  the  number  of  general  officers 
which,  according  to  this  part  of  his  reasoning,  he 

f troves  to  be  necessary.  I  ask  if  we  shall  be  grave- 
y  told  this ;  if  we  shall  assume  it  as  a  rule  of  our 
conduct,  and  keep  in  service  the  whole  of  these 
general  officers,  when  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
there  are  not  men  for  their  command.  The  most 
that  the  Secretary  could  luive  done,  under  such 
circumstances,  would  have  been  to  show  that  there 
were  men  for  the  officers  to  command,  and  then 
to  recommend  that  they  should  be  retained.  But 
he  seeks  further  justification  by  saying  that  the 
number  of  regiments  and  battalitms  give  a  copi- 
maad  for  all  me  generals. 

This,  sir,  is  a  decqition  in  argument  easily  ex- 
posed and  entitled  to  do  weight  For,  why  did 
he  not  show,  not  that  the  number  of  regiments 
and  battalions,  but  that  the  number  of  men  mi 
those  regiments  and  battalions,  would  justify  the 
course  proposed  ?  You  may  call  a  Captain's  com- 
pany a  regiment,  and  thus  give  to  a  Brigadier 
General  the  command  which  ought  to  belong  to 
two  Captains,  or  to  a  Major  General  the  com- 
mand which  ought  to  belong  to  four  Captains. 
In  this  way,  sir,  we  might  have  the  greatest  plenty 
of  general  officers ;  nay,  in  such  abundance  as  to 
satisfy  the  Secretary  oi  War  himself,  whose  appe- 
tition  for  officers  of  this  rank  seems  quite  inordi- 
nate. For  my  own  part,  I  am  unwilling  to  keep 
in  service,  at  any  tim^  general  officers,  when 
there  are  not  men  for  their  command.  But.  what 
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there  is  »  deficiency  of  .several  miUum  in  the 
Tnasnxy ;  when  the  eonntry  is  oppresied  with 
debt,  I  wcnld  dispeDBe  with  officers  even  if  they 
had  men  to  conmumd ;  because,  by  bo  doiiw,  we 
get  dear  of  a  great  ezpease,  whereas  if  oo^  the 
xnen  are  discharged  from  s^ice,  and  the  officers 
xetained,  we  get  clear  of  a  jery  inconsiderable  ex- 
pense. 

Of  what  use,  let  it  be  asked,  are  the  two  Major 
Oenerals  1  The  Secretary  says,  page  8  of  the  re- 
port, "  But  a  more  weighty  and,  in  my  opinion, 
'  decisiFe  reason  why  they  should  be  retained,  may 

*  be  foond  in  the  principle  already  stated,  that  the 
'  organization  of  the  Peace  JECstabhahmeat  ought  to 
'  be  such  as  to  induce  persona  of  talent  and  respect- 
'  ability  to  enter  and  contuue  in  the  military  ser- 

*  vice."  Now  said  Mr.  W-,  the  argument  presented 
in  so  much  of  ^e  rqnrt  as  I  have  just  read,  is 
p^bctly  illusory.  Do  the  Colonds  remain  in  aer- 
Tice  berause  they  are  satisfied  with  their  oondition 
as  Colonels,  or  from  a  hop»  of  beoomiog  Brigadier 
Generals  ?  Do  the  Brigadiers  remain  in  serriee 
because  they  are  aaiisfira  with  their  condition  as 
Brigadiers,  or  from  a  hope  that  they  will  become 
Major  Qeaerals  1  I  take  it,  sir,  that  the  officers, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  remain  in  serriee 
becaiue  they  are  satisfied  with  their  present  condi- 
tion, and  not  from  any  hope  of  getting  to  be  Major 
Generals.  It  is  with  them  a  money-making  busi- 
ness, perhaps  more  profitable  than  any  in  which 
they  could  engage,  and  this  is  the  reason  they  re- 
main in  the  Army,  as  I  shall  hereafter  show.  Be- 
sides this,  the  argument  is  defective  in  another 
point  of  view.  It  is  said  that,  even  with  the  office 
of  Major  GreoeraL  many  resignations  take  place. 
Aasnroing,  then,  the  optniim  of  the  Secretary  as 
the  &ct,  m  this  ease,  to  wit,  that  the  rank  and 
compensation  now  given  to  the  Oenerals  are  not 
sufficient  to  pceveot  resignatitms,  what  does  it 
prove  1  It  proves  this :  that  you  have  not  yet  daae 
enough ;  that  you  must  even  go  further,  and  insti- 
tute me  office  of  I/ieutenant  Qeneral,  attaching  to 
it  the  highest  honors  and  emoluments.  For,  we 
are  told  it  is  necessary  to  prevent  resignations  in 
the  Army,  and  that  lugh  offices  will  have  the  de- 
sired efiect.  But  we  are  told,  again,  that  the 
offices  of  two  Major  and  four  Brigadier  Generals, 
already  estaUished  by  law,  will  not  prevent  resig- 
nations. It  follows,  then,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, from  the  Secretary's  own  reasoniag,  that 
we  must  create  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Goieral, 
in  order  to  prevent  resignations.  This  course  of 
argument  woves  quite  too  much. 

But  I  difler  from  him  sitogether  on  the  sabiect 
of  the  reswnation  of  offiens  of  the  Army:  It  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  very  different  causes.  Perbws 
the  most  influential  cause  has  been,  the  beltel' offi- 
cers have  had  that  the  Army  would  be  reduced ; 
and,  rather  than  wait  for  thu  event,  they  have  an- 
ticipated it  by  handing  in  their  resignations ;  at 
the  same  time  they  have  solicited  the  best  civil 
offices  which  were  to  be  bad ;  not  because  they  pre- 
ferred those  civil  offices,  but  because  they  thoi^ht 
them  the  only  alternative.  But  let  it  once  be  un- 
derstood that  the  Army  is  not  to  be  reduced,  and 
my  word  for  it  yoa  will  hear  no  more  of  these 
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voltmtary  resignatiQns.  This  wouU  be  the  cue,, 
whether  or  not  you  have  the  office  of  Major  or 
Brigadier  General.  If  there  were  no  higher  rank 
than  a  Colonel,  then  all  officers  suborainate  to- 
that  rank  would  hold  on  to  their  commissions  jnit 
as  they  do  at  [nresent.  It  is  not  the  office  so  mndi 
as  the  highest  office,  which  is  the  object  of  emu- 
lous pursuit  amongst  men.  if  the  rank  of  Colond 
or  Brigadier  Qoieral  were  the  highest  office  known 
to  otu* laws,  then  there  would  be  all  that  asptration 
to  attain  itj  there  would  be  all  that  comnlaceiKy 
and  self-satisfaction  in  having  attained  it,  whi^ 
are  to  be  observed  in  the  conduct  of  those  who 
(according  to  the  Secretary's  views)  may  now  be 
in  pursuit  of  the  office  of  Major  General.  Did 
the  officers  of  Mr.  Je&rson's  Peace  Establishment 
think  themselves  deficient  in  rank  1  Not  at  aB. 
Thne  was  then  no  Major  GeneraL  But  the  offi- 
cers, knowing  they  filled  the  highest  military  star 
tions  in  the  country,  were  satisfied,  and  eonse- 
queotly  mnained  in  service.  Therefore,  the  rea- 
aoning  of  the  Secretary  on  this  head  either  proves 
nothing,  or  it  {voves  too  much,  which  is  worse 
than  nothing. 

This  plan,  said  Mr.  W.^  of  Ktaining  men  in  Mt- 
vice  by  the  hope  of  receivmg  the  greater  rank,  pay, 
and  emolnments,  attached  to  the  office  of  Major 
Gmerat,  is  radically  wronff.  It  costs  too  much. 
It  is  paying  too  dear  for  toe  whistle.  We  have 
two  Major  Oenerals,  with  two  great  divisions— 
the  Northern  and  Southern.  The  headquarters 
are  at  Brownrill^  in  the  North,  and  at  NashviUe, 
in  the  South.  This  arrangement  was  evidmtly 
made  for  the  convenience  and  accommodation  of 
those  officers,  not  for  Uie  good  of  die  service }  on 
the  contrary,  it  introduces  complexity  and  ecm^ 
sim  into  our  system  of  military  affiurs.  We  ail 
ree<dieet  the  strife  between  the  War  Deputment 
and  the  Major  Gfeneral  of  the  South,  relattve  to 
certain  rtdes  of  etiquette  to  be  observed  in  the 
transmission  of  orders.  As  matters  now  stand,  an 
order  must  travel  all  the  way  to  Nashville  aaii 
then  back  to  Washiogton,  before  it  can  reach  an 
officer  stationed  at  the  Marine  barracks,  not  distant 
more  than  a  mile  from  this  Capitol ;  that  is,  an 
order  must  travel  twelve  or  fifteen  htmdred  miles 
before  it  comes  to  the  officer  who  is  the  subject  of 
it,  and  who  has  always  been  distant  about  tme 
mile  from  the  Department  from  whence  the  order 
issued.  The  same  regulation,  I  understand,  exists 
in  regard  to  the  Noruern  division ;  and,  if  it  is 
thus  necessary  that  orders  should  pass  through  the 
Major  Generals,  why  not  direct  their  headquarters 
to  be  at  more  favorable  position»— at  Wamington 
and  Battimcve  for  example.  Then  there  covm  be 
no  delay  in  the  {vogress  of  ordos  to  inferior  offi- 
cers, because  the  Major  Gaerals,  throi^h  whom 
we  understand  they  must  pass,  would  be  stationed 
immediately  on  the  lines  of  direct  communication. 
But,  00,  this  would  not  do ;  these  officers  mutt  be 
accommodated;  and,  for  their  especial  benefit, 
they  have  beoi  permitted  to  reside  at  home ;  to 
live  OD  their  own  farms,  and  to  mind  their  own 
business,  receiving  from  the  Government,  at  die 
same  time,  as  nearly  as  I  can  estimate,  about  seven 
thousand  dollars  a  year.  Some  calcuate  that  the 
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amount  receired  is  considetaUy  ereater,  as  much 
perhaps  as  eight  or  ten  thousaad  dollars  a  year. 
Sir,I  ihiok  it,  if  not  an  8base,at  least  a  verygreat 
nierance,  that  these  officers,  while  they  reside  at 
home,  should  hare  received  the  whole  pay  and 
emoluments  attached  to  their  office.  The  allow- 
ance for  forage,  fuel,  four  servants,  seven  horses, 
three  rooms  and  a  kitchen,  I  have  believed,  was 
intended  for  actual  service ;  for  a  state  of  war,  and 
not  for  a  state  of  profound  peace  to  the  country 
and  domestic  retirement  to  the  officer.  When 
they  go  abroad,  it  is  said  all  these  paraphernalia 
accompany  ihem.  Forage,  fuel^  lour  servants, 
seven  horses,  three  rooms  and  a  lutcben,  and  1,350 
pounds  of  baggage,  all  adhere  to  and  march  on 
with  the  Ganerab  I  Indeed,  sir,  they  must  have 
great  strength  to  draw  after  them  such  a  ponde- 
rotu  and  heterogeneous  load  of  items.  No  Eastern 
Satrap  could  move  with  greater  pomp. 

As  to  preserving  and  perpetuating  a  knowledge 
of  the  military  science,  by  keeping  uiese  Generus 
in  service,  the  plan,  I  say,  is  utterly  fallacious. 
Their  situation  at  home  precludes  the  possibilily 
of  learning  anv  thing  new,  and  almost  of  retaining 
what  they  do  know.  The  knowledge  to  be  pre- 
served, or  information  to  be  acquired  by  them, 
while  they  reside  on  their  own  farms,  will  qualify 
them  much  better  for  the  cornfield  tnan  the  field 
of  battle,  and  no  doubt  they  study  the  operations 
of  the  former  much  more  than  of  the  latter.  It  is 
true,  they  come  on  sometimes  to  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, but  for  what  purpose  nobody  knows, 
unless  it  be  to  drill  Congress  or  attend  the  parties. 

Another  reason  assigned  by  the  Secretary  for 
^Ktaining  the  Generals  is,  thatitwiU  operate  upon 
the  army  like  the  "  hijgh  prizes  in  a  lottery tlut 
men  of  talents  will  thereny  be  induced  to  enter 
and  continue  in  the  service.  Of  all  the  figures  of 
speech  with  which  our  language  abounds,  I  think 
this  "  metaphor"  the  most  unfortunate  which  could 
possibly  have  been  selected.  For  there  are  two 
things  so  little  comparable  to  each  other  as  a  lottery 
and  a  regular  gradation  by  which  officers  are  ad- 
vanced in  the  army.  The  high  prizes  in  a  lottery 
are  distributed,  not  according  to  any  rule  whatever, 
but  entirely  by  chance,  by  accident,  by  the  most 
capricious  turns  of  fortune.  Not  so  in  relation  to 
the  advancement  of  officers  in  the  army :  there 

Sou  have  certain  fixed  rules,  a  perfect  scale  of  gra- 
ation,  according  to  which  every  one  must  be  pro- 
moted. Does  not  every  inferior  officer  know  that 
all  his  supoiors  must  be  promoted  in  preference 
to  bioudf?  Sorely,  he  does.  Then  it  follows 
that  this  inducement  proposed  by  the  Secretary 
operates,  not  as  a  lottery,  hereafter  to  be  drawn, 
and  in  which  no  one  knows  how  the  prizes  will 
be  distributed,  but  rather  as  a  lottery  which  has 
already  been  drawn,  and  in  which  the  fate  of  every 
adventurer  is  fixed  and  determined.  Many  of  the 
remarks  which  have  been  made  respecting  the 
Major  Crenerals  are  also  applicable  to  the  Briga- 
diers. I  cannot,  for  my  life,  determine  what  use 
the  Secretary  intends  to  make  of  the  four  officers 
of  this  rank  he  proposes  to  keep  in  service ;  that 
is,  as  I  understand  it,  in  the  pay  of  Government. 
Thoe  officers  are  allowed  fora^  fuel,  three  ser- 
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vants,  fire  horses,  two  rooms  and  a  kitchen.  Bat 
the  Secretary  tells  us  there  will  not  be  concentrated 
at  any  one  point  a  force  equal  to  the  command  of 
a  single  Brigadier ;  and  why  be  at  the  expense  of 
keeping  four  of  them  ?  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to 
tell  us  what  they  are  to  do.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  we  ought  to  retain  three  Brigadiers :  one  to 
be  stationed  here,  another  in  the  North,  and  a  third 
in  the  South.  But,  cannot  one  Colonel  in  the 
North,  and  another  in  the  South,  answer  the  same 
purpose?  Our  desire  for  general  officers  seems 
truly  inextinguishable.  When  going  abroad,  these 
Brigadiers  must  also  assume  the  style  of  Satraps, 
and  draw  after  them  a  great  ItKid  of  items :  nay, 
more,  I  have  understood  from  good  authority,  that 
betwem  three  and  four  thousand  dollars  have  beoa 
allowed  to  one  Brigadier,  as  a  sort  of  extra  pay  (I 
suppose)  for  fatigue  duty  performed  in  travcJung 
over  Eurojpe— or,  perhaps  the  allowance  was  made 
out  of  the  lund  appropriated  for  foreign  intereoone. 
But  I  never  heard  of  anr  treaties  being  nqrotiated 
by  that  gentleman,  or  that  he  was  in  any  reitpeet 
to  be  considered  the  dijdomatie  agent  of  the  United 
States. 

By  dispensing  with  the  two  Major  Generals  and 
three  Brigadiers,  we  also  get  clear  of  seven  Aids- 
de-Camp. 

Next  comes  the  officeof  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General.  This  is  a  pretty^  decent  snug  commis- 
sion, lo  be  held  by  a  clerk  in  the  Department.  His 
duties  are  entirely  those  of  a  clerk,  and  why  is  it 
that  he  has  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  of  a 
Brigadier  General  ?  1  can  perceive  no  reason, 
unless  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  Mil- 
itary EstaUishmenL  But  the  better  way  is  to 
graduate  and  pay  men  acconling  to  the  service  they 
render.  If  they  act  as  clerks,  let  them  be  ranked 
and  paid  as  such.  If  I  am  correctly  informed, 
many  officers  of  the  army  complain  of  this  anont- 
aly  in  our  Military  Establishment.  It  is  said  the 
present  incumbent  would  probably  not  know  how 
to  march  a  corporal's  guard,  and  yet  his  rank,  pay, 
and  emoluments,  advance  him  quite  beyond  offi- 
cers who  have  seen  active,  efficient  service.  Per- 
mit me  here  to  say  that  I  have  nothing  personal 
against  that  officer.  When  I  have  had  occasion 
to  correspond  with  him,  he  has  answered  me 
promptly.  Sometimes  I  nnd  a  little  difficulty  in 
reading  bis  communications. 

Instead  of  two  Adjutants  and  four  Assistant 
Adjutant  Gtenerals,  the  wh<^  bosiness  of  this 
branch  of  the  army  may  be  transacted  by  one  Ad- 
jutant General  and  one  assistant  Thus,  we  may 
dispense  with  one  Adjutant  Oateral,  and  three 
assistants,  and  thereby  save  to  the  nation  their  pay 
and  emoluments. 

Two  Inspector  (Generals  and  foiir  Assistant  Id- 
spectorsare  alsotoo  many  for  our  service.  When 
tnis  subject  was  considered  in  the  session  of  1818- 
19, 1  mentioned  that  the  Inspectors,  if  my  infor- 
mation was  correct,  were  young  men  and  not 
qualified  to  perform  their  duties;  but,  if  qualified, 
they  have  nevertheless  failed  to  perform  their  duty, 
and  that  a  regiment  in  the  Dortbem  division  bad 
been  revieweS  only  once  by  an  Inspector,  since  the 
introduction  of  this  part  of  ttie  staff*,  which  wma 
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three  years  previous  to  that  time.  Id  reply  to  this, 
a  gentlemao  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Storhs,) 
whom  I  now  see  iu  bis  place,  mentioned  a  fact 
which  no  doubt  he  learned  from  the  Inspector  Gen- 
eral of  the  Northern  diririon,  who  was  then  in 
this  city.  The  fact  was  this,  "  that  the  officer  in 
question  had  himself,  the  Summer  preceding,  vis- 
ited every  post,  examined  every  musket,  and  per- 
formed every  duty  which  appertained  to  his  office 
in  that  division."  Now,  nir,  if  the  Inspector  Gen- 
eral performed  all  these  duties  in  the  Northern 
division,  why  is  it  that  he  has  two  assistants?  I 
take  it  for  granted,  that  the  Inspector  General  of 
the  Southern  division  can  likewise  perform  all  the 
duties  of  his  office ;  and  why  is  it  that  he  also  has 
two  assistants?  Here  you  have  six  officers  to 
perform  duties  to  which  only  two  are  fully  com- 
petent. Indeed,  sir,  I  must  say,  that  our  whole 
Military  Elstablishment  seems  to  have  been  built 
no  more  from  a  regard  to  the  men  who  were  to  fill 
offices,  than  to  the  service  it  was  expected  these 
men  would  render. 

The  bill  provides  for  as  many  r^imental  and 
battalion  adjutants  as  will  be  net^ssary,  under  the 
proposed  plan  of  reduction.  If  gentlemen  think 
otherwise,  I  should  be  glad  they  would  point  out 
any  deficiency. 

The  Qjiartermaster's  department  is  next  in  or- 
der, as  reported  by  the  Secretary.  He  proposes  to 
retain  in  it  thirty-seven  officers.  I  admit,  said  Mr. 
W.,  that  if  there  is  any  one  branch  of  the  Army 
more  ably  and  faithfully  conducted  than  all  others, 
it  is  this;  and  would  be  willing  to  let  the  rank  of 
the  officers  remain,  but  would  reduce  their  num- 
ber. My  friend,  the  genUeman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Flotd,)  suomitteda  resolution  the  other  day, 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  for  a  statement 
of  the  rank,  number,  and  distribution  of  the  Army 
at  each  post.  This  statement  has  been  made  ac- 
cordingly, but  has  not  yet  been  printed,  so  as  to  be 
laid  on  our  taUe.  I  must,  then,  rely,  on  the  in- 
formation previously  possessed,  from  which  it  will 
be  seen  that,  in  1818,  two  assistant  deputy  quarter- 
master generals  were  in  General  Jesnp*s  office  at 
this  place.  At  Detroit  there  were  also  two,  while 
the  whole  duties  of  the  sixth  regiment,  stationed 
at  Plattsburg,  were  performed  by  one  quarter- 
master. At  Boston,  there  were  two;  at  New 
York,  two;  at  West  Point,  there  was  a  quarter- 
master, where,  also,  a  lieutenant  of  eneineers 
received  the  pay  of  quartermaster,  whether  he 
performed  the  doties  or  not.  These  facts  are  men- 
tioned to  show  that  the  nnmber  of  officers  in  this 
department  was  unnecessarily  great  in  1818.  As 
their  duties  have  not  increased,  but  rather  decreased 
since  that  time,  the  number  of  these  officers  may 
be  proportionably  lessened.  Instead  of  sixteen  as- 
■utent  deputy  quartermaster  generals,  I  would 
have  odIv  eight ;  and,  instead  of  eighteen  r^imen- 
tsl  and  oattalion  quartermasters,  1  would  reduce 
them  to  the  nnmber  of  re([iments  and  battalions 

Sroposed  in  the  bill.  This  wonld  be  my  plan, 
tut  if  it  should  not  meet  the  views  of  my  friends, 
I  will  concede  whatever  preference  I  might  have, 
and  will  rote  Ibr  the  bill,  because  retrencnment  is 
with  me  a  paniiDoant  objeet. 
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The  medical  department  requires,  I  should  think, 
considerable  excision.  The  Secretary  proposes  to 
retain  seventy-five  doctors.  If  good,  they  are  more 
than  necessary.  If  bad,  they  are  enough  to  kill  a 
nation.  In  1818,  he  reported  to  us  there  were  sev- 
enty-three posts.  I  shaJl  show,  hereafter,  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  garrison  more  than  one-hal^  at 
any  rate,  not  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  number 
of  posts  stated  to  us.  But  yet,  it  is  proposed  to 
keep  seventy-five  doctors,  a  number  more  than 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  posts.  This  seems 
to  me  very  s^nge,  because,  if  I  was  correctly  in- 
formed, the  surgeon  at  Albany,  in  1818,  performed 
little  or  no  duty ;  the  surgeon  at  Watertown  prac^ 
tised  among  the  people  at  large,  professing,  at  the 
same  time,  to  belong  to  an  arsenal  which  was  not 
finished,  and  in  which  there  was  no  garrison.  The 
surgeon  at  Boston  was  stationed  there  ostensibly 
for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  recruits,  but  as  soon 
as  recruits  were  made,  they  were  sent  to  the  garri- 
son in  the  harbor,  where  there  were  two  surgeons. 
The  surgeon  at  New  York  was  similarly  situated. 
If  a  like  examination  could  have  been  had  at  that 
time  of  the  position  of  the  surgeons  in  the  South- 
ern division,  no  doubt  they  woiAd  have  been  fonoi 
to  be  engaged  with  equal  profit  to  themselves,  if 
not  to  the  Army.  The  apothecaries  I  would  en- 
tirely discharge.  How  can  they,  at  New  York 
or  Philadelphia,  tell  the  medicines  necessary  to 
be  purchased  for  the  troops  who  idby  be  sick  at 
Charleston  or  New  Orleans?  Would  it  not  be 
much  better  to  let  the  surgeon  at  any  particular 
post  purchase  such  medicmes  as  may  be  wanted 
for  the  sick  at  that  post.  Besides,  1  have  been 
credibly  informed,  by  a  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, who  is  not  now,  hut  was  then  a  member,  that 
the  apothecaries  were  very  deficient  in  performing 
their  duties.  He  mentioned  one  striking  fact  as 
coming  within  his  observation.  It  was  this,  that 
an  apothecary  stationed  at  Baltimore  had  pur- 
chased orange  peel  to  send  all  the  way  to  New  Or^ 
leans.  Now,  sir,  every  body  ought  to  know  that 
oranges  grow  in  the  g^test  abundance  at  New 
Orleans:  and  that,  of  all  articles  of  medicine,  this 
was  the  least  wanted  at  that  place.  It  would,  men, 
seem  scarcely  possible  that  any  apothecary,  how- 
ever unskilful  or  injudicious  he  might  be,  could 
think  of  running  Government  to  the  greater  cost 
of  the  article  at  Baltimore,  and  expense  of  trans- 
porting it  to  New  Orleans,  where,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, it  could  have  been  bad  for  nothing.  If 
this  be  the  way  in  which  they  discharge  their  other 
duties,  the  sooner  we  get  clear  of  them  the  better. 

The  subject  of  the  Engineer  Corps^n  connex- 
ion with  the  Military  Academy,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
would  leave  to  his  friend,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  Caitmoh,)  who  would  treat  it  with 
much  more  justice  than  he  should  be  able  to  do, 
by  any  remarks  he  mieht  offer. 

He  had  now,  he  said,  taken  a  cursory  review  of 
the  staff  proposed  to  be  retained.  The  officers  of 
the  line  also,  in  his  judgment,  appeared  too  nu- 
merous. The  Secretary  says,  pa^  9,  "  No  poat- 
'  tion  connected  with  the  organization  of  the  jKace 

*  establishment  is  susceptible  of  being  more  rigidly 

*  proved  than  that  the  proportion  of^its  officos  to 
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*  the  rank  and  file,  ought  to  be  greater  than  in  a 
'  war  establishment."  But  what  these  ri^id  proofs 
are,  or  what  should  be  the  exact  proportion  of  of- 
fieos  to  the  rank  and  file,  he  has  not  rouchrafed 
to  tell  us.  Most  of  those  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed have  believed  that  the  duties  of  an  army 
were  more  multiplied  and  laborious  in  war  than  in 
peace,  and  therefore,  that  a  greater  numbor  of 
officers  would  be  required  for  the  former  condition. 
The  Secretary,  however,  says,  "  It  results  imme- 
'  diately  from  a  position,  the  truth  of  which  can-, 
'  not  be  fairly  doubted,  that  the  leading  object  of  a 
'  regular  army  in  time  of  peace,  ought  to  be.  to 
'  enable  the  coontry  to  meet,  with  honorand  saiety, 
'  {Huticularly  at  tne  commencemeBt  of  war,  the 
'  dangers  incident  to  that  state."  On  no  previous 
occasion  have  I  ever  belb^  beard  it  announced 
that  we  should  retain  in  peace  officers  for  a  war 
establishment.  It  appears  to  me  more  rank  doc- 
trine than  was  maintained  in  Mr.  Adams*s  admin- 
istration. What,  sir,  wonld  have  been  said  if  he 
had  advocated  such  opinions — o^Hnions  as  hostile 
to  the  principles  of  the  Government  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  class  of  politicius  to  whom  the 
Secretary  has  heretofore  professed  to  belong.  For, 
sir,  it  is  a  principle  inherent  in  the  very  nature  oi 
the  GoveromenL  and  which,  I  had  bdieved  was 
almost  unirersaUy  admitted,  that  a  well  regu- 
lated militia  is  the  only  sure  and  certain  defence 
of  this  counfry.  But  the  Secretary,  in  efiect,  dis- 
elaims  this  doctoine ;  he  holds  oat  the  Idea  that 
the  militia  are  not  to  be  rdied  on,  and  therefore, 
you  mtist  keep  on  the  peace  estaUishment  officers 
tocommand  your  armies  in  a  state  of  war.  I  pro- 
test uainst  this  doctrine  with  my  wbide  strength ; 
I  diBcJaim  it,  as  anti-EcpabUean,  as  useless,  as  dan- 
geroos,  aa  extravagant. 

It  is  anti-iepublican,  because  it  is  forbidden  hy 
the  nature  and  spirit  of  our  Government.  It  is 
dangerous,  because  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
officers  are  the  persons  who  originate  and  cany 
into  efiect  designs  fraught  with  mischief  and  ruin 
to  the  country  in  whicli  they  lire.  The  disposi- 
tion of  mankind  is  such  that,  if  not  employed  in 
doing  good,  they  will  be  employed  in  doing  evil. 
Officers^  in  peace,  having  nothing  to  do,  and  in 
the  habit  of  commanding  those  about  them,  b^in 
at  length  to  feel  imp^ient  under  the  restraints  of 
Government,  and  have,  in  every  instance,  been 
the  first  to  DieditBte  the  overUirow  of  liberty.  Did 
CsBar  pass  the  Rabicou  when  fighting  tne  ene- 
mies of  Rome,  or  after  they  were  subdued,  and  he 
had  oothing  else  to  do  but  to  make  a  conquest  of 
the  liberties,  of  his  own  country  1  Let  us  attend 
to  our  own  history.  At  what  time  were  written 
the  letters  of  Newhurgh  1  Bxamine  the  conduct 
of  all  armies,  and  you  will  find,  I  think,  that  offi- 
cers are  most  daogieroua  in  peace.  It  is  then  they 
have  leisure  to  meditate,  and  opportunity  to  exe- 
cnte,  such  plans  as  the  more  wicked  and  designing 
among  them  may  wish  to  accomplish. 

Again — it  is  of  no  use  to  keep  officers  in  service 
when  they  can  reader  no  service ;  this  is  the  sole- 
cism, the  contradiction  in  turns,  to  which  the 
advocates  of  the  proposed  organization  must  ne- 
oesaarily  be  driven.  They  say  it  is  right  to  retain 
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the  officers,  bat  when  called  upon  to  point  out  the 
service  these  officers  are  to  perform,  they  ore  at  a 
loss  for  an  answer.  Some  reason,  however,  is  at- 
tempted to  be  given  by  saying  that,  although  the 
officers  may  not  now  be  of  any  immediate  use,  yet 
they  will  hereafter  be  useful  when  the  country  is 
eu^ged  in  war.  The  Secretary  says  we  shall 
cettainly  be  involved  in  war,  and  that  no  one,  un- 
less he  has  the  "  imagination  of  a  poet,"  can  think 
otherwise.  Now,  sir,  I  readily  admit  that  the  Sec- 
retary has  not  the  imagination  of  a  poet;  and, 
further,  if  a  sort  of  tautology  and  alliteration ;  if 
a  kind  of  synonymous  repetition  ate  any  defects  in 
style,  that  he  has  as  sLnider  pretension  to  prose. 
But,  in  whatever  character  he  is  to  he  considned, 
whether  of  poetry,  prose,  politics,  or  proj^ecy,  be 
has  gone  equally  wide  from  the  mark.  He  has 
not,  indeed,  told  us  the  nation  from  whom  we  are 
to  expect  war — only  an  obscure  hint  is  given,  a 
kind  of  passing  allusion  is  thrown  out  that  we 
may  have  vrar  with  Spain.  But  the  late  news 
from  that  quarter,  although  not  official,  yet  enti- 
ded  to  credit,  fully  explodes  this  idea.  Without 
this  news  I  would  as  soon  apprehend  invasion  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  moon  as  to  suppose  ^lain 
would  ever  attempt  to  make  incursions  into  our 
territory.  But  it  may  be  supposed  we  are  shortly 
to  have  war  with  England.  This  will  turn  out 
like  theapprehensionof hostilitieswi^  Spain.  The 
points  in  controversy  between  tts  and  England  ate 
so  far  removed  as  to  render  war  with  that  Power 
a  very  impndwble  event  I  ask,  whether  any  man 
of  common  sense  can  seriously  apprehend  it  in 
any  short  time'?  Bat  if  it  comes  it  will  be  con- 
£ned  to  the  ocean.  No  one  in  the  possession  and 
exercise  of  his  right  mind  can  suppose  Great  Brit- 
ain will  ever  attempt  to  wage  war  effectually 
against  the  United  States  by  land.  We  may  be 
temporarily  invaded  at  di&rent  points  alons  oar 
maritime  frontier,  but  whoever  thought  we  should 
keep  a  regular  army  to  meet  tiiat  contingency 
The  militia  were  always  intended  to  be  used  and 
thought  competent  for  thi:^  service.  Indeed,  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  provided  expressly  for 
this  particular  case  when  tbey  gave  to  the  General 
Government  power  to  call  out  the  militia  to  repel 
invasion.  But  the  Secretary  says,  page 4,  "the 
'  organization  of  the  army  ought  to  be  such  as  to 
'  enable  theGovemmwt,  at  the  coHimaicement  of 
'  hostilities,  to  obtain  a  regular  force  adequate  to 
'  the  emergencies  of  the  country,  properly  organ- 
*  ized  and  prepared  for  actual  service."  If,  sir,  the 
militia  are  not  to  be  called  out  at  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities,  if  they  are  not  to  be  relied  on 
to  repel  invasion,  when,  I  pray  you,  are  they  to 
render  any  service  1  Certainly  not  after  the  war 
shall  have  progressed  for  some  time,  beoause  then, 
every  one  admits,  Grovemmeot  will  have  provided 
an  adequate  force  of  r^^ar  troops.  It  follows, 
then,  according  to  tiiis  pUm  of  the  Secretary,  that 
the  militia  in  no  instance  and  at  do  time  are  to 
render  any  service.  If  they  are  to  be  thus  entirely 
superseded,  let  us  at  once  know  the  facL  Let  us  not 
hereafter,  as  we  have  done  heretofore,  appropriate 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  arm  Uieni; 
to  iffepare  to  repel  invasion ;  to  qualify  them  to 
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suatain  tliat  rank  id  the  country  which  the  Con- 
stitution assigns  to  them,  and  which  the  policy  of 
our  institutions  requires  them  to  hold. 

We  speak  onlv  of  a  war  to  which  the  United 
States  are  invaaed  and  act  oa  the  defensire,  be- 
cause, in  an  aggressive  war  begun  by  ourselves, 
we  can  select  our  own  time,  and  cannot  therefore 
be  taken  by  surprise.  Well,  then,  I  say  do  one 
ever  had  the  madoess  to  suppose  that  we  should 
keep  a  sufficient  regular  force  to  meet  the  first 
emergency.  Can  you,  sir,  can  any  other  one  tell 
me  ue  number  of  troops  necei»sary  for  that  pur- 
pme?  The  Secretary  says  that  should  a  pust 
lureeaation  growing  out  of  our  ioreign  relations 
render  it  necessary,  we  may,  on  the  basis  proposed, 
auginenl  the  Peace  Estatutiibment  11,558:  ana 
■pmiiag  hostilities,  by  adding  a  few  more  officers, 
we  may  have  an  aggregate  of  19,035.  Now,  sir, 
what  could  this  army  do  in  a  state  of  war  1  The 
whole  of  tbem  might  be  required  to  defend,  for 
example,  the  town  of  Boston,  as  being  the  only 
kind  of  force,  in  the  language  of  the  Secretary, 
"  able  to  meet  the  first  shocks  of  hostilities  with 
unyielding  firmness."  But,  before  our  troops  could 
have  marched  fifty  miles  on  the  seacoast,  the  ene- 
my might  invade  New  York,  and  here  again  you 
would  want  another  army  of  19,035.  But,  as  do 
regular  troops  could  be  bad  to  meet  the  enemy,  the 
mDilia  most  be  called  out  to  defend  New  York. 
In  this  way  an  enemy  could  invade  your  whole 
maritime  frontier,  from  Fassammaquoddy  to  New 
Orleans,  and  at  evnr  point  except  one,  as  in  the 
example  of  Boston,  above  supposed,  vou  must  rely 
on  the  militia  for  defence.  Ihow  idle,  then,  is  it 
for  us  to  talk  about  keeping  a  re^lar  force  able 
to  meet  the  first  attacks  oi  an  invading  enemy. 
It  would  require  perhaps  half  a  million  of  troops ; 
and  the  accumulation  of  debt,  the  pressure  of  tax- 
ation consequent  upon  such  a  measure,  would  pro- 
duce greater  prostration  of  our  energies,  would 
affect  more  vitally  the  prosperity  and  btppiness  of 
oui  fellow-CLtizens,  than  any  thing  else  which 
could  be  designed. 

Our  distance  from  Europe,  said  Mr.  W.,  will 
always  allow  us  one,  two,  or  perhaps  three  years 
previous  notice^  and  we  can  never  be  mvaded  with- 
out hariog  snmcient  time  to  prepare  for  the  emerg- 
eaer.  Id  Europe  powerful  nations  border  upon 
eacn  other ;  nothiog  but  a  river,  a  road,  or  an  im- 
agina^  line,  sraarates  them.  Hence  it  is  neces- 
sary they  snould  always  be  ready,  because  they 
know  not  at  what  moment  they  may  be  attacked. 
But,  with  us,  the  state  of  things  is  very  difierent, 
and  jret  ^ntlemen  discuss  this  question  according 
to  principles  of  policy  derived  from  Europe,  and 
not  by  such  as  are  adapted  to  the  situation  and 
circumstances  of  our  own  country. 

As  to  war  with  the  Indian  tribes  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  retain  a  sin^e  portion  of  the  regular  army 
for  that  purpose.  Throiwrhout  our  whole  history 
the  militia  have  been  the  lorce  to  encounter  Indian 
hostilities.  Even  in  the  Seminole  war,  where  you 
had  to  fight  three  or  four  hundred  half  starved, 
half  naked  and  miserable  Indians,  the  regular  army 
did  no  good.  The  militia  of  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tuoky  were  called  oat  to  meet  the  enemy  wherever 
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he  was  met.  There  is  however,  no  prospect  of 
coUiston  with  the  Indians,  unless  it  grows  out  of 
the  expedition  ordered  up  to  Council  Blufis,  on 
Missouri  river.  But,  this  we  can  prevent  when 
we  please,  by  withdrawing  the  troops,  lyho  ought 
never  to  have  been  sent  upon  so  wild  and  chime- 
rical a  project. 

The  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  South  Caro- 
Itoa,  ^Mr.  Smyth,  and  Mr.  Simcins,)  have  said, 
that  tne  Peace  Establishment  of  1602,  amounting 
to  3,323,  was  excessively  economical ;  that  it  was 
found  to  be  too  small,  and  afterwards,  in  1808, 
was  augmented  to  9,996.  In  saying  this,  they 
must  have  foj^tten  what  was  mentioned  by  the 
gentlenun  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith.)  He  was 
m  Congress  at  that  Ume,  and  told  us,  in  his  speech 
the  other  day,  that  in  1802  some  were  for  reducing 
the  army  much  lower,  while  others  wished  to  re- 
tain a  force  eonsidetaoly  greater ;  that,  finally,  a 
middle  course  was  pursu£%and  3^323  was  deter- 
mined on  as  d  proper  Peace  Establisiiment.  Those 
gentlemen  then  were  mistakoi  in  saying  that  it 
was  "  excessively  economical,"  or  that  it  was  sub- 
sequently augmented,  because  it  was  found  to  be 
too  small.  This  increase  was  a  measure  preparatory 
for  war,  and  in  support  of  this  assertion  I  can  ofier 
those  gentlemen  authority  they  will  be  very  much 
inclined  to  respect.  It  is  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  made  in  1818.  In  page  4  he  says : 
"  It  is  obvious  that  the  establishmen  t  of  1 808^  com- 
'  pared  with  the  then  wealth  and  popuUtum  of 
'  the  country,  the  number  and  extent  of  military 
'  posts  is  larger,  in  proportion,  tiian  the  present ; 
'  but  the  unsettled  state  of  our  relations  with 
'  France  and  England,  at  that  time,  renders  the 
'  comparison  not  entirely  just.  Passing  then  that 
<  of  1808,  let  us  compare  the  establishment  of  1802 
*  with  the  present."  Here,  sir,  is  evidence  which 
those  gentlemen  must  believe,  that  our  unsettled 
relations  with  France  and  Eaglaod,  caused  the 
augmentation  of  the  army  in  1803.  I  hope  then 
we  shall  not  again  be  told  that  it  was  increased 
because  it  bad  oeeu  reduced  too  low  in  1802,  for 
such  is  not  the  fact. 

Another  uisition  assumed  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  is,  that  12,656  is  not  a  greats 
army  now  than  3,323  was  in  1802,  because  of  the 
increase,  since  that  time,  of  our  ptwulation,  of  the 
number  of  posts,  and  of  the  line  of  frontior.  Mr. 
W.  said  he  knew  the  Secretary  had  urged  these 
same  arguments  in  1818,  and  he  had  hoped  he 
should  not  hear  them  again,  because  it  appeared 
to  him  the  report  then  made  was  composed  of  ma- 
terials entirely  too  frangible  to  be  relied  on  as  au- 
thority in  this  House.  But,  as  the  member  from 
South  Carolina  had  brought  it  forward,  he  hoped 
to  be  jurdoned  while  he  briefly  noticed  each  aigu- 
ment,  in  the  order  stated. 

First.  The  Secretary  says,  (and  in  this  he  is 
followed  by  the  member  from  South  Carolina,) 
that,  because  our  population  is  double  what  it  was 
in  1802,  an  army  of  12j656  is  not  now  greater  than 
3,323  was  in  1803.  This  is  about  as  conclusive 
as  if  any  one  should  undertake  to  prove  that  three 
and  three  make  twelve  j  for  a  douUe  pojinlation 
could  require  only  a  double  army ;  and  as,  in  1803, 
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we  had  an  army  of  3,323,  so  we  oUj^ht  now  to 
hare  only  6,646.  But  instead  of  this,  it  is  said 
we  mast  hare  12,656,  which,  to  me  at  least,  is  a 
nan  $eqaitur  in  argument. 

Second.  It  was  reported  to  us  in  1818,  that  we 
then  bad  serenty-three  posts,  but  in  1802  there 
were  only  twenty-seven.  On  the  supposition  that 
it  was  necessary  to  garrison  eacb  post,  it  would 
follow,  not  that  you  could  employ  the  present  es- 
tablishment of  12,656,  but  only  about  8,000,  a  little 
more  than  the  aggregate  proposed  to  be  retained 
in  the  bill.  But  1  deny  that  the  posts  necessary  to 
be  garrisoned  amount  to  seventy-three.  The  Sec- 
retary himself  told  ua,  in  answer  to  certain  inqui' 
lies  respecting  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition^  that 
Indian  hostilities  had  essentially  terminated  m  the 
southwest,  and  therefore  the  troops  had  been  or- 
dered on  service  up  the  Missouri.  If  the  troops 
could  be  spared,  I  should  think  the  posts  might 
also  be  spared.  A  gentleman  who  jesides  in  the 
northwest  told  me  the  whole  of  that  line  of  posts 
migbt  be  demolished.  He  said  the  people  there 
did  not  want  them.  Admitting,  however,  that  it 
is  necessary  to  keep  some  posts  both  iu  the  north- 
west and  southwest,  it  still  follows  that  you  can- 
not show  a  greater  number  than  about  fifty,  and 
consequently  that  you  cannot,  on  the  data  assumed 
by  the  Secretary,  find  .any  use  for  an  army  larger 
than  that  proposed  in  the  bill. 

Third.  The  Secretary  says,  the  line  of  frontier 
is  greater  than  it  was  in  1802,  in  the  pro^rtion  of 
seventy-three  to  twenty'^even.  He  has  given  both 
the  line  of  frontier  and  the  number  of  posts  for  the 
year  1818 ;  but  for  1803^  only  the  number  of  posts. 
To  enable  us  to  determine  fairlr,  he  should  have 
giren  the  frontier  at  both  p^oas.  But,  from  the 
materials  furnished,  scanty  as  they  are,  we  shall 
be  led  to  conclnde  that  the  frontier  has  not  in- 
creased in  the  proportion  stated.  Chesapeake  Bay, 
for  example,  had  the  same  indentations  and  sinu- 
osities of  coast.  There  were  also  the  same  dis- 
tances from  point  to  jxiint,  and  the  same  meanders 
of  rivers  at  hoth  periods.  It  is  said  we  have  ac- 
quired Louisiana  since  that  time.  But  every  one 
knows  the  geographical  and  military  frontiers  are 
not  always  commensurate  with  each  other,  or  ex- 
tended precisely  to  the  same  degree.  The  Secre- 
tary eafeulated  the  acquisition  of  Florida  would 
not  extend  our  frontier  more  than  about  one  hnn- 
dred  and  twenty  miles  from  point  to  point,  while 
all  agree  that  our  geographical  limits  would  be 
considerably  increased.  Indeed,  the  possession  of 
Louisiana  may  be  said,  in  several  respects,  to  con- 
tract the  military  frontier.  When  Spain  held  it, 
the  Indians  were  under  her  control,  and  were  liable 
to  be  excited  against  us  at  any  moment;  but  now 
there  is  no  danger  from  that  source.  At  any  rate, 
then,  the  necessity  for  militarv  defence  has  not  in- 
creased in  the  manner  stated  by  the  Secretary,  and 
repeated  by  the  member  from  South  Carolina. 

The  increase  of  public  property,  Mr.  W.  admit- 
ted, involved  the  necessity,  corre-tpoudently  in- 
creased, for  a  greater  number  of  men  to  take  care 
of  that  properly.  How  or  in  what  proportion 
puUic  property  has  increased  we  hare  not  been 
told.  But,  taking  for  the  basis  of  calonlation  the 
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number  of  guns  and  the  number  of  men,  reported 
to  us  as  being  at  New  York  in  1818,  fand  cer- 
tainly there  is  not  a  more  important  post.)  we  find 
that,  on  the  whole  seacoast,  there  could  not  be 
employed  more  than  about  1,100.  But  there  were 
stationed  at  that  time,  on  the  whole  coast,  2,408 
men,  which  is  more  than  double  the  requisite 
number.  The  navy  is  intended  to  defend  our 
shores.  As  it  increases,  i  should  supno'se  the  army 
might  be  diminished.  It  is  now  three  times  as 
large  as  it  was  in  1802,  and  therefore  three  times 
as  competent  for  our  defence.  But  yet  gentlemen 
demand  for  the  seacoast  an  army  much  larger  than 
when  we  had  little  or  no  naval  strength.  Th^ 
seem  to  think  the  army  ought  to  be  increased  in  a 
direct  ratio  with  the  increase  of  the  navy.  On 
the  contrary,  i  think  it  may  be  lessened  as  the 
navy  is  increased. 

In  1802,  when  there  was  no  danger  of  Indian 
war  in  that  quarter,  there  were  between  500  and 
600  men  only  on  the  whole  northwestern  frontier ; 
but  in  1818,  after  the  danger  had  quite  subsided, 
we  had  between  1,500  and  1,600.  It  is  the  first 
time  I  have  known  the  rule  of  inverse  proportion 
applied  to  the  defence  of  the  country ;  that  is, 
when  the  danger  was  greater,  a  less  force  was 
deemed  sufficient ;  but,  since  the  danger  has  be- 
come less,  it  is  now  thought  expedient  to  have  a 
greater  force.  In  short,  sir,  if  we  view  the  whole 
subject  with  reference  to  the  danger  which  may 
threaten  us,  (and  this  is  certainly  the  correct  crite- 
rion,) we  can  find  no  use  at  this  time  for  an  army 
as  large  as  it  was  in  1802.  The  great,  perhaps 
the  only,  object  of  an  army,  in  time  of  peace,  is 
to  preserve  the  public  works,  to  keep  the  guns  from 
rust,  and  the  fortifications  from  decay.  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  sir,  a  list  of  the  fortifications,  and  the 
number  of  men  necessary  to  be  stationed  in  each. 
From  it  it  appears  that  about  4,500  are  amply 
sufficient  for  toe  whole  frontier,  both  maritime 
and  inland.  I  have  seen  another  statement,  show- 
ing that  about  3,150  would  answer.  If  these  state- 
ments are  incorrect,  I  would  thank  gentlemen  to 
point  out  the  inaccuracy.  But,  taking  either,  we 
find  there  is  not  the  least  reason  for  keeping  the 
present  establishment  of  12,656. 

Why,  then,  shall  it  not  be  reduced  to  6,000 
men, as  proposed  in  the  bill?  The  |;entleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smttb)  had  assigned  one 
reason  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  Mr.  W. 
said,  was  particularly  surprising^.  He  said,  militia 
endangered  the  liberties  of  their  country,  and,  to 
prove  it,  mentioned  that  they  lost  the  battle  at 
Camden,  in  the  Revolution !  But  can  we  not 
prove,  by  exactly  the  same  kind  of  argument,  that 
regular  troops,  when  defeated,  have  endangered 
the  liberties  of  their  country,  precisely  in  the  same 
manner?  Examine  the  history  of  the  wars  which 
have  desolated  Europe  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  and  you  will  find  abundant  evidence  of  this 
fact.  Who  endangered  France  at  the  battle  of 
Waterloo?  The  regular  troops  of  France,  who 
were  defeated  on  that  occasion.  Was  not  the 
Austrian  army  defeated  by  Bonaparte  at  Wa- 
sram  ?  Yes,  and  if  my  memory  serves  me,  the 
Archduke  Charles  ordered  his  troops  to  be  deci- 
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mated  for  their  cowardice  in  that  engagement. 
These  were  regular  soldiers,  in  whom  the  mem- 
ber from  Virginia  so  much  delights.  If  he  bad 
exerted  his  talents  and  industry  to  find  evidence 
against  regular  armies,  as  he  did  against  the  mili- 
tia, he  would  have  been  able  to  produce  a  much 
darker  catalogue  against  the  former  than  the  lat- 
ter. Militia,  like  other  troops,  are  iDbject  to  the 
fbrtooes  of  war.  The^  may  be  defeated ;  they 
may  not  in  erery  instance  act  with  becoming 
bravery;  bnt  the  same  objections  apply  to  everv 
other  descriptioD  of  force.  If  militia  are  defeated, 
and  thereby  endanger  their  coantry,  it  is  a  misfor- 
tune from  which  I  hare  shown  you  regular  troo{» 
are  not  exempt.  But  reeular  troops,  after  they 
have  Taoijuished  the  pumic  enemy,  turn  round 
and  subdue  their  own  country,  which  is  an  act  of 

Seat  criminality.  In  a  comparison  between  ifaem, 
e  one  may  be  called  unfortunate,  while  the  other 
is  highly  criminal.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  says,  do  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from 
our  Army.  But  I  ask  him  whether  he  has  heard 
of  no  instances  in  which  the  civil  authority  has 
been  violated  by  our  Army,  harmless  as  he  sup- 
poses it  to  be  ?  If  he  has  not,  I  shall  not  put  my- 
self to  the  trouble  of  pointing  them  out  to  aim.  I 
will  merely  remark,  however,  that  an  army  is 
dangerous,  on  aceoont  of  its  moral  as  well  as  phy- 
sical force:  that  a  GoTfmment  may  be  destroyed 
by  the  gradoal  prostration  of  its  princiides,a8well 
as  by  a  sudden  overthrow ;  that  erery  nation  is 
disposed  to  admit  the  danger  of  all  other  armies, 
except  its  own.  which  is  commonly  supposed  too 
good  even  to  tninkof  any  mischief;  that  from  this 
delusion  a  nation  does  not  often  awake  till  it  is 
too  late  to  profit  by  the  recovery  of  their  senses. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  measure  for  reducing 
the  Army  is  an  attack  upon  the  fame  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. No  douht,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  mem- 
ber from  South  Carolina  has  more  precise  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  than  I  have.  Although 
one  or  more  members  of  the  Executive  depart- 
ment may  view  it  in  the  light  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman,  yet  I  shall  not  believe  that  it  is  ao  re- 
garded by  ail  of  them,  or  by  the  President  him- 
self. Bat,  if  it  was,  anaU  we,  for  that  reason,  be 
divCTted  from  a  measure  we  believe  to  be  rignt  ? 
Or  shall  we,  before  we  are  at  libertjr  to  mature 
our  judgments  upon  a  given  proposition,  be  re- 
qtiired  to  run  off  to  the  Executive,  to  ascertain 
what  is  thought  of  it  in  that  quarter  ?  Sir,  I  hope 
not.  The  Executive  knows  that  this  House,  m 
connexion  with  the  Senate,  make  a  constituent 
part  of  the  Government,  and  certainly  will  not 
attempt  to  circumscribe  the  right  we  have  to  think 
and  act  for  ourselves.  Let  me  be  convinced  that 
a  measure  is  right,  and  I  shall  act  upon  my  own 
responsibility,  without  reference  to  any  opinion 
which  may  be  entertained  by  the  Executive. 
Take,  for  exemple,  the  case  before  us.  The  coun- 
trjr  is  groaning  under  a  weight  of  debt  and  pecu- 
niary embarrassment.  There  is  a  deficiency  in 
the  Treasury  of  several  millions,  which  the  gen- 
tkman  from  South  Carolina  thinks  not  at  all 
alarming,  alUiough  be  cannot  deny  that  we  are 
obliged  to  borrow  money.   The  people  are  threat- 
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ened  with  taxes,  and  call  aloud  for  help.  Now. 
I  ask,  if  we,  their  immediate  represenlatives,  shall 
not  afibrd  them  relief,  for  fear  it  may  confiict  with 
some  views  of  the  Executive  or  his  Cabinet? 
The  system  of  economy,  of  which  the  bill  before 
us  is  a  part,  is  the  best  means  of  relief  which  can 
be  adopted,  and  I  for  one  will  support  il.  Gientle- 
men  have  offered  no  arguments  against  it,  which 
would  not  have  applied,  with  equal  propriety, 
against  the  reduction  of  the  Revolutionary  army, 
or  the  army  at  the  close  of  the  late  war.  The 
Army  was  made  for  the  country,  not  the  country 
for  the  Army.  No  matter  bow  distinguished  ^e 
individuals  who  compose  it;  yet,  if  the  country 
does  not  require  their  service,  they  ought  to  return 
to  private  life.  Thus  acted  the  army  of  the  Rev- 
olution. Washington,  when  it  was  no  longer 
necessary  he  should  use  it,  voluntarily  surrendered 
his  sword  into  the  hands  of  Congress,  from  whom 
he  received  it.  For  this  last,  but  greatest  act,  his- 
torians have  ascribed  to  him  more  enviable  lame, 
more  true  glorjN  more  godlike  virtue,  than  for 
every  other  act  of  his  illustrious  life.  Is  the  Army 
now  any  better  than  it  was  (heal  Heaven  forbid 
we  should  think  so !  Let  us  then  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  past,  but  wholesome  times.  Let  us  adopt 
this  bill,  and  afibrd  the  people  that  relief  from 
debt,  from  the  prospect  of  taxation,  wbich  Uiey 
have  so  just  a  right  to  ei^»ect. 


TuESOAT,  January  9. 
Mr.  OoRHAM  presented  a  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  others  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusettsj  against  any  increase  of  the  tariff  of 
duties  on  imports  by  way  of  protection  to  the  man- 
ufacturing interests  of  the  countrjr ;  which  me- 
morial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Serqeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  providing  compensation 
for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys  in  the  eoarts  of 
tbeUoited  States,and  to  repeal  parts  of  formeracts; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr  Campbeli,,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peggy 
Mellen ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  who  were  directed,  by  a  resolution  on  the 
23d  of  November  last,  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  opening  a  military  and  post  road  from  some 
placeon  the  Penobscot  river,  in  the  Slate  of  Maine, 
to  the  river  St.  Croix,  made  a  report  thereon,  ad- 
verse to  the  opening  said  road ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Storrb,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  biU  to  provide  for  the  preser- 
vation and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road,  report- 
ed the  same  with  amendment}  which  was  read, 
and,  together  with  the  tail,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  fram 
the  Secretary  of  War,  trannnitting  sutements 
showing  the  amoont  of  expenditures  at  the  Bldi- 
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tary  Academy  from  the  establishment  thereof,  in 
the  erection  of  buildings  and  repairs;  also  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  expenses,  up  to  the  present  time, 
for  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  teachers, officers,  and 
cadets,  and  the  number  of  cadets  educated  at  said 
academy,  dec,  rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  5th  ultimo;  which  letter  and  accompa- 
nying  documents  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speakeh  also  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied 
with  a  statement,  showing  the  expenditures  of  the 
moneys  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  die  Militarr  Establishment  for  the  year  1880. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee, "  appointed  to  inquire  if  any,  and  if  any,  what, 
further  provision  may  be  necessary  to  give  effect 
to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  made  at  Browns- 
town,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  made  on  the 
12th  of  May  last,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  M^land,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Smith ;  which  was  reed  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

ARREARS  OF  PAY.&e.— OENERAL  DE  KALB. 

Mr.  Rhba,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Rerolationary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  4th  of  Decemba,  18S0,  the  petition  of  Blie, 
Baron  of  Kelb,  knight  of  the  royal  order  of  milita- 
ry merit,  and  Maria  Anna  Carolina,  of  Kalb, 
widow  Geymuller,  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table : 

Hiat  on  the  10th  of  December,  1819,  the  petition  of 
Um  nid  petitionerB  was  referrad  to  the  Cominittee-on 
Paiutoas  and  Rerolutionary  Clains ;  that  on  the  7th 
ni  Febrouy  following  that  committee  made  report 
thereon. 

This  petition  being  agein  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  the  com- 
mittee have  had  recourse  to  the  Treasury  Department 
for  information  relating  to  the  sccounts  of  the  Baron 
de  Kslb,  sod,  by  a  report  from  that  Depsrtment,  it  ep- 
pears  that "  ihe  only  infonnation  on  the  snijeet  of  his 
aecoaota  during  the  Ravolatfonanr  war  is  to  be  fband 
in  one  of  the  legers  of  the  late  omee  of  commissioner 
of  army  accounts,  preserred  from  the  fire  which  destroj- 
(he  poblte  buildtngs ;  a  copy  of  his  accounts  is  ex- 
tracted therefrom  and  enclosed.  There  does  not  sp- 
pear,  as  fiir  as  the  evidsMce  in  this  ofitee  affiinls  infin-- 
nation,  that  any  final  settlement  was  made  of  the 
seceunu  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb;  and  at  this  period, 
wlken  the  reiBwda  have  so  gmeiraily  bean  destroyed,  it 
wmrid  hm  inpraatnaUe  to  make  oae  with  aecnnwy." 
Bj  th*  aeeonnt  alluded  to,  it  apfcan  that  there  is  a 
balance  standing  to  the  debit  of  tha  Baron  de  Kalb 
amonoting  to  $834,100  70-90. 

The  committee  ^rther  report  that  the  petitioners 
appear  to  claim  the  payment  of  any  arrears  of  pay 
whict)  may  be  dne  to  their  late  father.  On  this  sub- 
ject the  committee  observe  that  the  large  balance  ap- 
pealing on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and  standing 
debited  in  the  account  of  the  late  Baron  de  Kalb,  goes 
to  prednde  the  expectation  <^  any  arrears  of  pay  being 
due  to  the  Baron  de  Kalb. 

The  petitioDera  appear  to  claim  five  years'  pay  as 
being  dm  to  thnr  late  Atber,  the  Bamn  de  ^Ib.  On 
M»  BBbjact  the  commtltaB  thtant  fbMt,  on  the  ISA  of 


May,  1778,  Congress  unanimously  resolved  "that  all 
military  officers  commissioned  by  Congress,  who  now 
are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  continoe  therein  daring  the  war,  and 
not  hold  any  office  of  profit  under  these  States,  or  any 
of  them*  shall,  after  the  oonclnnon  of  the  war,  be  en- 
titled to  reonve,  annually,  for  the  term  of  aeren  yaaisi, 
if  tbey  live  so  long,  one-halfof  the  present  pay  of  andi 
officers ;  provided  that  no  general  officer  of  the  caval- 
ry, artilleiy,  or  in&ntry,  shall  bo  entitled  to  recaivo 
more  than 'one-half  part  of  the  pay  of  a  colonel  of  audi 
corps,  respectively :  and  provided  that  this  resolution 
shall  not  extend  to  any  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  unless  he  shall  have  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to,  and  shall  aetaally  raaide  witlun,  aone  one 
of  the  United  States."  The  resolution  alluded  to  ap- 
peam  to  be  expressly  intended  for  those  officers  only 
who,  being  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  diti 
actoallyreeide  within  some  one  of  the  United  States, 
and  did  contiRoe  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
dnring  the  war ;  and  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  offi- 
cers who,  althoogh  being  in  the  service  of  Uie  United 
States,  did  not  actually  rcaide  witUn  some  one  of  Dm 
United  Stataa,  or  who  did  no«  CMttfaiae  in  the  aeivieo 
of  th«  United  States  daring  the  war.  The  Baroa  da 
Kalb,  in  the  resolntion  of  Congress  of  th*  14th  of  O^ 
wber,  1780,  is  sUted  to  be  a  brigadier  in  the  ennieaof 
France.  The  laAily  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb  ia  believed 
to  have  rended,  and  continued  to  reside,  in  Franca  ; 
hence  it  is  inferred  that  France  waa  the  place  of  hia 
residence,  and  therefore  that  he  b  indadad  within  the 
proviso  of  that  reaolution.  The  resolntion  of  Congreaa 
of  tha  I6th  f>f  May,  1778,  cootaina  not  any  ptovision 
for  the  widows  or  orphans  of  officers  who  had  died,  or 
thereafter  might  die,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  I6ih  of  August,  1780,  the  Baron  deKslb,  ma- 
jor general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
action  near  Camden,  in  South  Carolina,  teadmg  on 
troops  of  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  lines  against 
BUperior  numbers,  and  gloriously  contending  on  behalf 
of  the  ri^ts  of  mankind,  was  mort^y  wounded,  and 
died  on  the  I9lh  of  that  mmth.  On  the  S4th  tf  Au- 
guat,  17S0,  Congreaa  ranolved  <•  that  the  raaolation  of 
tha  l&th  of  May,  177^  granting  half-pay  for  seven 
yeara  to  the  oftoara  who  rtiould  continoe  tn  aervice  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  be  extended  to  the  widowa  of  those 
officer;  who  have  died,  or  shdl  hereafter  die,  in  tha 
aervice,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  such  officers' 
death,  and  conUnue  for  the  term  of  aeven  years ;  or, 
if  there  be  no  widow,  or  in  case  of  her  death  or  inter- 
marriage, the  said  half  pay  be  given  to  tho  orphan 
children  of  the  officer  dyiiqi  aa  aforeaaid,  if  ha  ahall  nave 
left  any ;  and  Uiat  it  be  leeommended  to  the  Ii^ida- 
tures  of  the  respective  Statcn  to  which  audi  offieen 
belong  to  make  piDvlaion  ibr  paying  the  aune  on  ac- 
eoant  of  Uia  United  States." 

That  resolution  of  the  24th  of  Augnat.  1780,  ia 
flxplanatory  of  the  resolution  of  16th  of  May,  1778, 
and  manifesting  that  that  reaolution  was  limited  and 
confined  to  officers  who  did  actually  reside  in  some  one 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  otherwise,  and  recom- 
mending to  the  several  States,  respectively,  to  make 
provision  accordingly  for  the  widows  and  orj^ans  of 
officera  who  did  resiaa  within  nome  one  of  the  United 
States,  respectively.  On  tiiesa  resolutions  of  Congrrae 
it  does  not  appear  Aat  the  heirs  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb 
can  bottmn  any  claim  for  five  years'  full  pay  aa  men- 
tioned in  then  petttioo.  By  a  reaolntion  of  Geagfeaa 
of  tha  flat  of  October,  1780,  half-pay  £»  lifc  was  giant- 
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«d  to  oAcen  in  the  Mrroe  of  the  United  Stataa,  al- 
luded to  ia  that  reMlulioa:  that  molDtioQ  doea  not 
inclade  the  caae  of  the  hein  of  the  Baroa  de  Kalb.  On 
the  36th  of  Januaiy,  1784,  Con^reti  reaoWed  "  that 
half-pa;  cannot  be  allowed  to  an;  officw,  or  to  an; 
claaa  or  denomination  of  officera,  to  whom  it  has  not 
been  heretofore  ezprcaal;  promiaed."  The  reeolationa 
of  Congieaa  of  the  Slat  of  Oetoher,  1780.  of  the  32d 
of  Match,  1788,  and  of  the  8th  of  March.  1786,  allow- 
ing half^pa;  for  life,  or  commatation  thereof  for  five 
ymn'  full  pa;,  do  not  inclade  thia  caae  of  the  peti- 
tionera.  Their  claim  for  fi?e  jeara'  pay  doea  not  ap- 
pear to  be  included  in  or  provided  nr  b;  an;  act  or 
resolution  of  Congress. 

Thia  committee  do  further  report  that  evidence  haa 
not  been  addneed  to  prore  that  an;  arrears  of  pa;  are 
due  to  the  Btroa  de  Kall^  and  that  Iherefiwe  his  heirs, 
the  petitiottera,  faaTe  not  an;  jost  claim  against  the 
United  Statea  for  an;  arrears  of  pa;  aaid  to  be  due  to 
their  late  father,  the  Baron  de  Kalb;  ibat  theclaios  of 
the  heirs  of  the  Baron  da  Kalb  to  tbe  full  pa;  of  five 
Tears  on  account  of  the  services  of  tbe  Baron  to  the 
United  Statea  is  not  bottomed  on  an;  act  or  reaolution 
of  Congreos,  and  is  therefore  inadmissible,  and  ought 
not  to  be  allowed.  B;  the  repMt  from  tbe  Deputmant 
of  the  Treaiwy  •Unded  to,  it  eppnn  iha^  on  refer- 
ence to  the  register  of  officera  of  the  Revolntienai; 
arm;  returned  as  entitled  to  land,  the  name  of  the 
Baron  de  Kalb  is  entitled  to  land,  for  wlueh  appUcatioo 
ia  to  be^made  to  tbe  Department  of  War. 

This  committee,  after  consideration  of  this  case  of 
the  petitioners  end  taking  into  view  the  circum- 
atanoes  attending  it,  are  of  opinion  Uiat  it  doea  not 
appear  that  an;  arrears  of  pa;  are  due  to  the  late  Ba- 
ron de  Kalb,  as  intimated  b;  the  petitioners  in  dieir 
petition  ;  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  pelitionera, ' 
heirs  of  t  he  Baron  de  Kalb,  have  an;  just  claim  against 
the  United  Statea  for  five  ;ears'  pa;  in  consequence  of 
serviMS  b;  him  performed  to  tbe  United  States ;  and 
therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Retohed,  That  the  iffa;er  of  the  petitioners,  so  far  as 
relstes  to  their  claim  of  an;  arrears  of  pa;  supposed 
to  bo  doe  to  their  late  father,  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  and 
ao  far  a*  rdalea'  to  their  claim  of  pa;  for  five  ;ears  in 
consequence  of  services  of  their  late  &ther,  the  Baron 
de  Kalb,  to  the  United  Sutea,  be  not  grantedi  and 
that  the  petitionera  have  leave  to  withdraw  so  mDch  of 
their  said  petition  as  relates  to  thek-  elum  for  tend  aa 
heirs  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  ao  Uut  they  ma;  appi;  to 
the  Department  of  War  for  the  aarae. 

HieSOURI. 

Mr.  AscREB,  of  Virginia,  mored  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  (o  consider  the  resolution  submit- 
ted by  him  on  the  4th  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
judicial  condition  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

On  the  question  Being  taken,  Will  the  House 
now  eoEuidR  the  said  resolution?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negatire— yeas  66,  nays  78,  as  fol- 
lows; 

Yka«— Maasn.  Alibot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennea- 
aee,  Anderaon,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgi- 
nia, Ball*  Borbotir,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Bnrwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cnlpeper,  Cothbert,  Savid- 
BOB,  Earl^  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Plo;d, 
Oortiett,  Gra;,  Groaa  of  New  York,  Hooka,  Jackson, 
Johnooo,  Joaea  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kilt- 
ie, Little,  Lowadee,  McCoy,  McCreaty,  MeLana  of 
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Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  T. 
L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pinckne;,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Robertson,  Set- 
tle, SimkioB,  Smith  of  New  Jerse;,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Walker,  Warfield,  WUliama 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina — 68. 

Nats — Meseia.  Adama,  Allen  of  Maasachaaetta, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baldwin,  Batemaa,  Beedier,  Bo- 
den,  Bruah,  Boffom,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Clark,  Crafts, 
Cushman,  ])ane,Darlingtoo,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Ed- 
dy, Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Groaa 
of  PennsylTauia,  Hall  of  New  Yoric,  Hardin.  Hemp- 
hill. Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hostetter, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Made;,  McCuUough,  Mai* 
lar;,  Marcband,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morton, 
Mosele;,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massaehnaette,  Patker  of 
Man.,  Patterson,  Philson,  Plomer,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Roes,  Rnaa,  Sergeant,  Silabee, 
Sloan,  Southard,  Stevena,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York.  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensaelaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  and  Wood— 78. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolntion 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Tbihblb}  and,  the 
same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Whitman  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  of  tbe  United  States. 

Mr.  Williams,  in  an  address  of  about  two 
hours,  concluded  the  speech  which  he  yesterday 
commenced,  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  Army; 
which  speech  is  given  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  then  roae,  and 
moved  tbe  following  as  an  amendment  to  (sub- 
stitute for)  the  bill  under  oonsidemtion : 

BtU  enacted,  ire..  That,  from,  and  after  die  first 
day  of  Ma;  next,  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States  shall  consist  of  six  tbooaand  nen- 
commtsaioned  officera.  moaieiana,  and  privates,  in  such 
proportions  of  artillery,  light  artillery,  infantry,  and 
riflnaen,  as  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
direct 

And  be  U  further  enaeted,  That  the  corpe  of  artil- 
lery ahall  eon^t  of  one  colonel  commandant,  four 
liealenant  colonels,  fbar  majora,  forty  captains,  eighty 
liealenantt,  and  ei^^  aeeond  ItealeDante,  divMM 
into  fimr  battaHons^  each  to  eonnat  of  ton  eoapanieai 

And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  regiment  of 
light  artiller;  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lienten- 
ant  colonel,  one  mijor,  ten  eaptains,  ten  lieotenanb, 
un  aeeond  liaalenaata,  divided  into  two  battalions, 
each  to  consist  of  five  compaaiea. 

And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That  the  regiment  of 
rifiemen  ahall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant 
colonel,  one  major,  ten  captains,  ton  lieutensnta,  ten 
second  lieutenants,  divided  into  two  battaHotts,  each 
of  fire  companies. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  corps  of  inlkn- 
tr;  shall  eonaiat  of  ei(^t  colonels,  eight  lieutenant 
ootonela,  eight  majors,  eight;  eaptaina,  eight;  first 
Iteatenanta,  e^hty  aaemd  lienlanaDts,-  divided  into 
eight  rfl|iaioDti»  eaeh  to  eonaiat  «f  Ian  eoBpanles. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  lh«re  shall  be  n- 
Uined  in  service  three  britradier  genarala,  each  of 
whom  shall  be  sllowed  an  aid-de-eamp,  to  be  taken 
£toiD  the  lubAlterni  of  the  line. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  a  ; 
dnarlDent  of  order  and  inipecUon,  to  consist  of  one  | 
adjutant  and  inspector  general,  who  shall  have  the  j 

Ety,  rank,  and  emolumenia  of  a  colonel  of  cavelrjr,  at 
eretofote  estaUiahed,  and  of  thras  aaaiatant  adjutanta 
and  inspectors  general. 

Andheit  further  enacted,  Thttiht  Qaaitermaster'a 
Department  shall  consist  of  a  qnaitermaster  general, 
wiu  the  rank,  paj.  and  emolamenta  of  a  brigadier 
ganera),  two  dwuty  qoarlcrmastars  general,  and  aix- 
tcen  assistant  depaty  qnartannasters  general.  The 
paymaster's  departmeatsballeonaiatof  one  paymaster 
general,  and  nineteen  paymasters.  The  parchaaing 
department  shall  consist  of  a  commissary  general  of 
purchases,  with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  ;  and  one  assistant  commissary  general  of  par- 
chases,  whose  oompeosatioa  ahall  not  azceed  two  and 
a  half  par  cantnm  oa  the  public  moneys  disbursed  by 
lum,  nor  tba  sum  of  fifteen  handrad  d<dlara  par  an- 
Bom,  and  two  military  storekaapsfs.  The  Subsutance 
Department  ahall  consist  of  a  commissary  general  with 
as  many  assistanta  as  the  service  may  require,  to  be 
taken  from  the  subalterns  of  th^line.  The  Medical 
Department  ^all  consist  of  one  surgeon  general,  one 
apodtecary  general,  twenty-five  surgaona,  and  forty- 
four  assistant  surgeons,  the  lattar  to  have  the  pay  and 
atpolnmanta  hcratofiw*  allowed  to  saipeona*  mates. 

And  be  it  further  entuted.  That  ua  curpa  of  engi- 
aaers  sbdl  fa«  retained  in  sanriee,  and  shall  consist  of 
one  colonel,  ona  aasistant  engineer,  one  lieutenant 
colonel,  two  majors,  six  captains,  aii  lieutenanta,  and 
six  second  lieutenanta ;  that  one-half  of  the  officers  of 
the  corps  of  ordnance,  and  one-half  of  the  topograph- 
ical enginaarsand  their  asaiatanta,  dull  be  retained  in 
aervice. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be 
pointed  a  judge  advocate  general,  who  shall  luve  the 
pay,  rank,  and  emolumenta  of  a  colonel  of  iobntry, 
who  shall  keep  an  office  in  the  city  of  Washington ; 
and,  in  addition  to  ftke  duties  which  may  be  assigned 
to  him  by  the  Preaideut  of  the  United  States,  he  shall 
keep  a  record  of  all  trials  by  general  courta  martial, 
and  report  the  decisions,  an  abridgement  of  which 
shall  be  published  from  time  to  time,  as  the  President 
dull  direct. 

And  be  it  further  matted.  That  all  (Acera  of  the 
Army,  whose  continoance  in  aerrice  is  not  provided 
for  by  this  act,  ahall  be  diacharged  from  the  oarvlee  of 
the  Unitad  States;  and  that,  to  each  commissioned 
ofilcer  who  shall  be  discharged  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
there  shall  be  paid,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emolu- 
menU  to  whidi  he  shall  be  entitled  at  the  tine  of  his 
discharge,  three  months*  pay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CtrrHBERT,  the  Committee 
then  rose.  • 

WBDHBanAT,  Jannoiy  10. 

Mr.  AxoBRaoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
PaUie  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Junea  McFuumd^  Hampton  Pankejr,  and  William 
Frizell,  accomranied  with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  said  Jamea  McFariaod  i  which  was  read  twice, 
and  zeiferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

lb.  WiLUAjiB,  of  North  Candina,  from  dw 
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Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Pierre  Denis  De  La  Rondi,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  hia  relief;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  W88  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ''An  act  foK  the  rdief  of  the  officers  and  toI- 
UDteen  eneaced  in  the  late  campaign  againat  the 
Seminole  loaiaDa,"  made  a  report  thereon,  recom- 
mending that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitely i  and  the  btU  and  report  were  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Wht^e. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Roadaand 
Canals,  reported  a  bill  for  the  promotioft  of  inter- 
nal improvements  in  the  United  States;  which 
waa  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow.   The  bill  ia  as  followa: 

Be  it  enacted^  4^,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  con- 
▼ey  to  any  Stata  or  States  which  shall  protide  by 
law  for  the  laying  out  and  completion  of  any  canal 
or  canala  within  such  State  or  States,  such  part  of  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  occu- 
pied by  the  route  of  any  such  canal  or  canals,  and  the 
necessary  towing  paths,  ditdies,  aquedacta,  locks,  cnl- 
▼ertSi  mders,  dama,  waste  weirs,  or  other  works  eon- 
nected  therewith :  Provided,  That  the  plan  or  plans  of 
erery  sndi  canal,  and  the  works  connected  therewith, 
with  ita  route,  and  an  estimate  and  survey  such 
lands  through  which  the  ssme  shall  pass,  shall,  before 
the  construction  of  the  same  through  such  lands  shall 
be  commenced,  be  laid  before  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  his  approbation,  and  no  conveyance  of 
any  such  laada  ahall  be  mad^  until  such  proposed  ca- 
nal «  canala  be  entirely  completed  and  navigable  for 
boata. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing communications,  viz : 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  traoamiC- 
ting  a  list  of  American  aeamen  registered  in  the 
aereral  ports  of  the  United  Stotes  for  the  three 
first  quarto*  of  the  year  1830  j  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  register  of  the  laua 
office  for  the  district  of  Edwardsrille,  upon  the 
claims  exhibited  under  the  act  of  the  15th  of  May, 
1820,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  Stateof  Illinois;  which  letter  and 
report  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  accom- 
panied with  the  annual  statements  in  relation  to 
the  Navy  pension  fund ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  draw- 
back on  merchandise  exported  from  the  United 
States  daring  the  years  1817, 1818,  and  1819,  com- 
pared with  the  amount  of  duties  which  accrued  on 
the  same  respectively;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  tie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  the  expenditure  and  appli- 
cation of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on 
account  of  the  Navy,  lor  the  year  ending  tm  the 
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30th  6e[)teniber,  and  of  the  nnez[)eiided  ba- 
lances ol'  former  appropriatioDs  remainio^  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  October,  1820 ;  which  letter 
and  stateiDPDt  were  ordered  to  tie  on  the  uble. 

On  rootion  of  Mr.  Southard,  the  Sneaker  of 
this  House  was  requested  to  inform  the  ExecBtive 
of  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey  of  the  death  of  Jobn 
LiMM,  late  one  of  the  RepreseotatiTes  from  said 
State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affiiirs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ez- 
pedteney  of  makiagf  an  appropriation  for  maldng 
an  ezpmoKnt  of  n  maohme  (a  model  whereof  is 
nowintheoffiee  of  the  Commissioners  oftheNaTy 
Board)  for  raising  ships  of  war  from  the  water, 
and  pueing  diem  under  cover,  for  repair  or  pro- 
tection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Meiob,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Stani- 
ford,  late  a  paymaster  m  the  Arm^y  of  the  United 
States,  praying  equitable  allowance  for  certain 
{Avmente,  the  voucners  for  which  were  lost  by  fire 
in  New  York ;  which  report  recommends  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  rejected.  The  reading 
of  the  papers  was  going  on,  when,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caiolioa,  the  report  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  pas^  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  ColBrabian  CoU^  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;"  io  which  they  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gaosa,  of  New  York,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  Cfmsideration  of  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  him  a  few  days  ago,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  request  information  from  the  Presi- 
dent whether  any  negotiations  have  been  made  by 
comtoissiooers  ol  the  Unit^  States  with  the  Six 
Natims  of  Indians  in  the  Stafea  of  Neiir  York,  dtc. 

Sane  eonvenatin.  took  place  on  the  subject  of 
this  notioDf  between  Messrs.  Stoim  and  Gnosa. 

The  fomier  of  these  gentlemen  conddered  the 
inquiry  as  unneeesswy ;  the  &ets  being,.as  he  waa 
inrarmed,  that  the  United  States  had  no  land  in 
that  State  to  which  the  Indiaa  title  was  tmeztin- 
gonhed;  that,  however,  certain  individualB  bad 
clftims  on  such  lands,  under  pre^emptton  rights 
granted  by  the  State  of  Massaefausetts ;  that,  to 
extinguish  the  Indian  title,  the  Esecutive  had  been 
requested  to  aathoiiae  commissioners  to  treat  with 
the  Indiftiis~a  request  which  could  not  reasona- 
bly be  refused,  and  the  expenses  of  those  commis- 
sioners, and  all  other  expenses  attending  the  tran- 
saction, had  been  paid  by  the  individoau  claiming 
the  land,  &c. 

To  this  Mr.  Qrobs  replied,  that  if  the  gmtle- 
man  bad  a  knowledge  oi  all  the  circumstances  of 
this  transaction,  and  there  was  no  possibility  of 
his  being  mistaken,  why  then,  indeed,  there  would 
be  no  occasion  for  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 
But,  as  certainty  with  regard  to  the  facts  vras  the 
otrjecc  of  this  resolution,  the  answer  to  vriiickhe 
presumed  would  flimirii  it  in  ui  offieiai  mnnno^ 
M  hoped  It  would  be  agreed  to. 
I6th  Com.  2d  Sebb.— 26 
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The  restive  was  agreed  to  without  a  division, 
though  not  without  dissentient  voices. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Arcbbb,  of  Vii^ia,  then  moved  that  the 
Honse  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion moved  by  him,  directing  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  report  certain  &ets  with  regard  to  the 
present  condition  of  Massomi,  and  their  ofMnitn 
of  what  legislative  measures  may  be  neeessaty  in 
regard  thereta 

And  the  question  being  takm  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  proceeding  to  the  consideration  thereof,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  65,  nays  KS,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YiAS — MsMTS.  Alexsnder,  Allen  of  Tennecsee,  An- 
(]enon,  Archer  of  Marylsnd,  Archer  of  Virginti,  Ball, 
Bai^r,  Bsyly,  Bloomfield;  Brnsnl,  Biuwn,  Bryan, 
Burton,  Bartrcll,  BDtl«r  of  Loaisiana,  Cannoo,  Cobb, 
Cocke,C«k,  Cnlpepar.Ontfabert,  Davidson,  Earlo,  Bd- 
trardsof  N.  Caxolins,  Fiafaer,  FJ<9d,  Gray,  OnmotN. 
York,  Hall  of  N.  Osivlina,  Hooka,  Jackson,  Johosoa, 
JoDM-of  Ta<,  Jones  of  Tson.,  Kinaoj,  Ultlo,  Lowndes, 
McCej,  McCreary,  Meljsos  of  Ddawan,  IHcLean  of 
KaDtudtjr,  Meroor.  Molcalf,  T.  L.  Moors,  Nealo.  Nalaoa 
of  VtrgiDia,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Rood,  Rbos, 
Robettaoo,  SettJe,  Shaw,  Simkuia,  Bmitb  of  New 
Jersey,  A.  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  oF  Vininia* 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Swearinges,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Walker.  Williama  of  VirgU 
nia,  end  Willisms  of  North  CaroliiM. 

NiTi— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Hassacha- 
setta.  Alien  of  Neir  York,  Baldmn.  Batemaa,  Beoch- 
er,  Boden,  Bmah,  Buflom,  Batlerof  New  Hsmpahire, 
Campbell,  Clagett,  Clark,  Crafts,  Cnriiman,  Dane, 
Dorliogton,  SeoniaoD,  Dickioaoa,  Eddy,  Edwatda  of 
Conneeticat,  Edwarda  of  PaonaylTuoia,  Eustia,  Fay, 
Folger,  Fool,  FuUof,  Gorham,  Gross  of  Pennsjrlvaoia, 
OoyoB,  HaU  of  New  Vork,  HaU  of  Delaware,  Hudm, 
Henqthiil,  Hendiicka,  Herrick,  HtlU  Hofaart,  HostettOTr 
Kendall,  Kinsley,  Jiatiuvp,  Line<rio,  LiTcrmore, 
clay,  MeCttUoogh,  Mallsiy,  Maiebukd,  Moasll,  R. 
Moors,  8.  Moore,  Moitoa,  Moseh^,  Mnrn^,  Parker 
of  Maaaachuaatta,  Patterson,  Philaon,  Pitciwr,  Pluourt 
Rankin,  Rich,  Richaids,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Rosi,  BaaK 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Silabee,  ^oan,  Southard,  Stevens,. 
Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
Yoik,TomlLi>Bon, Tracy,  Udree,Van  Rensselaer,  Wsl- 
Isee,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMF. 

The  House  then  having  again  resolved  its^ 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  cm  the  bill  fw  re- 
ducing the  Military  Peace  EstabUshmmt-- 
Mr.  CuTRBEKT,  of  Georgia,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman,  one  of  the  greatest  faults  of  omr 
Qovemment,  the  best  that  has  ever  been  framed 
by  the  wisdom  of  man,  is  its  tendeneyto  pursue 
an  unsteady  and  changeable  poltoy.  The  canses 
which  produce  this  defect,  at  the  same  time  form 
one  of  the  f^rong  defences  of  oor  liberty ;  and 
while  enjoying  the  advantage  which  springs  from 
than,  we  should  guard  against  the  danger  to 
whicn  they  expose  us.  The  constant  succeseteat 
of  difibrent  men  to  fill  the  chief  offices  of  Cbvem- 
ment.  especially  the  incessant  ohmges  of  this  m> 
ssmuy,  which  Bpnngs  ev^y  two  years  immedialdy 
fton  the  bosom  of  the  peaple,  jnamrrm  m  from 
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the  danger  of  a  long  coDtinuaiice  of  ubwik  or 
eorrapt  measures ;  bat  the  Bame  chtDges  subject 
ju  too  much  to  the  ioflaeDce  of  momeutarr  causes. 
There  is  reason  to  appreheud,  that,  forgeiiul  of  the 
put,  aod  blind  to  the  future,  we  shall  limit  our 
riew  to  the  circumstances  of  the  present  rear. 
Beliering  that  the  anxiety  now  manifested  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Army,  has  been  excited  by 
this  contracted  view,  and  that  it  is  not  justified 
either  by  the  experience  of  the  past,  or  the  proba- 
bilities of  the  futur&  I  am  opposed  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill  on  the  table.  In  deciding  upon  it,  the 
answer  to  two  questions  should  eorero  us :  Is  the 
Military  EstaUishmeni  proposed  in  this  bill,  suffi- 
ciently large  for  the  wants  of  our  country  ?  If 
not,  are  the  resources  of  our  country,  not  for  one 
or  for  two  years,  but  for  a  series  of  years,  its  aver- 
age leaoarces,  adequate  to  the  supiwrt  of  a  larger 
CBtablishmeni  than  that  proposed  in  this  bill?  I 
beliere  that  the  Army  might,  with  propriity,  suf- 
fm  some  partial  redaction:  I  see  no  need  of  re- 
taining as  many  general  officers  as  we  now  faare ; 
and  it  probaUy  has  excrescences  elsewhere  which 
might  oe  lopped  off  without  injury  to  the  conn- 
try;  bat  the  proposed  reduction  I  think  danger- 
oos,  and  not  required  by  the  state  of  our  finances. 

Differing  in  my  opinions  from  the  gentleman 
from  North  Caronna,  (Mr.  Williams,)  I  shall  be 
constrained  lo  take  some  liberties  with  his  remarks 
which  I  hope  he  will  pardongas  I  shall  do  it  wiih 
no  unfriendly  feeling.  He  is  much  offended  at 
the  late  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  submitted 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  this  House. 
It  is  not  my  part  at  present  to  defend  that  report ; 
and  yoa  will  recollect  that  the  Secretary  does  not 
think  that  the  Army  ought  to  be  reduced ;  and 
tiu^  in  his  report  he  only  recommends  that  organ- 
izatiDU  which  he  deems  proper  for  a  peace  etitab- 
lishment  of  six  thousana  men.  HoweTer,  I  will 
express  my  opinion,  that  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  has  not  refuted  the  argument  of 
the  Secretary.  What  is  that  a^mpnt?  That 
your  Military  Peace  Establishment  should  be  so 
organized  as  to  form  a  preparation  for  a  state  of 
war.  This  principle  is  denied,  in  words  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  but  it  is  admitted 
Of  his  reasoninj^  and  conclusions,  as  I  shall  at- 
tempt to  show  in  the  course  of  m^  remarks. 

In  the  progress  of  this  disctission,  our  Gorem- 
ment  has  b^D  accused  of  an  extraragant  and 
wasteful  expenditure  of  public  money.  I  think 
this  cha^  entirely  anjust ;  and  it  is  impossible 
that  it  can  be  intended  by  any  gentleman  to  be 
Implied  to  the  preiokt  Secretary  of  the  War  De- 
mrtment.  Under  his  control,  that  Dnwtraoit 
has  been  admiaistoed  with  a  responsiDility,  an 
economy!  a  wisdom,  which  challenge  a  com^ri- 
aon  with  its  administration  at  any  lormer  poiod. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  drawn 
the  picture  of  a  wise  and  virluous  Qovemment, 
unda*  which  the  people  are  protected  in  their 
rights  and  enjoy  the  fruit  of  tEieir  industry.  He 
has  drawn,  in  hke  manner,  the  picture  of  an  ex- 
travagant, rapacious,  and  oppressive  Government, 
under  whose  tyranny  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
contemned,  and  by  whose  excessiTe  burdens  they 
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are  reduced  to  extreme  want  and  misoj.  Don 
he  design  this  for  a  portrait  of  our  GorennM&t? 
Of  a  Government  which  sits  so  lightly  on  the  peo- 
ple, which  imposes  not  one  tax,  and  which  leaves 
to  every  citizen  the  entire  control  of  his  labor,  and 
the  free  enjoyment  of  its  profits?  Yoa  cannot 
trace  the  likeness  in  a  single  featore :  it  is  a  per- 
fect contrast.  If  he  did  not  design  it  as  a  portrait 
of  our  Government,  why  did  he  insinuate  its  re- 
semblance, and  use  this  insinuation  as  an  argu- 
ment for  the  proposed  reduction  of  our  expendi- 
tures? Is  he  willing  that  his  remarks  should 
cross  the  Atlantic,  and  be  quoted  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, as  conveyii^  a  correct  description  of  the 
character  of  our  Government? 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  says,  that 
the  maintenanee  of  a  standing  army  daring  peace 
is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Craittitution ;  and, 
to  support  his  position,  be  quotes  the  naked,  ab* 
stract  proposition,  that  "standing  armies  are  dan- 
gerous to  liberty,"  not  from  the  Constitution,  bat 
from  certain  declarations  of  rights.  The  framets 
of  the  Constitution  felt  the  foreeof  this  truth,  and 
they  knew,  with  equal  certain^,  tluit  standing 
armies  are  sometimes  necessary  ror  the  defence  m 
liberty. 

To  prohibit  the  use  of  this  formidable  but  ne- 
cessary instrument,  would  have  been  madness  in 
them ;  and  to  guard  against  its  abuse,  they  em- 
ployed, not  abstract  propositions,  but  positive  en- 
actments. Of  this  character  is  that  cbuse  of  the 
Constitution  which  prohibits  the  raising  of  armies 
without  the  consent  of  this  House,  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  peoi^e,  and  the  guardians  of 
their  liberty :  and  that  clause  which  requires  that 
bills,  appropriating  money,  without  which  an 
army  cannot  be  maintained,  must  originate  in  the 
same  popular  branch  of  the  Ligudatare;  and  that 
clause  which,  distrusting  the  discretion  even  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  forbids  that  any 
appropriation  for  that  {Hirpose  sbaH  be  for  more 
thao  two  years.  Then,  maintonance  of  a  stand- 
ing army,  within  proper  limits,  is  opposed  neith» 
by  the  letter  nor  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution ; 
and  is  consistent  with  the  practical  exposition 
given  to  it  by  that  gentleman  himself. 

He  fean  that  the  subordination  necessary  in  an 
army  will  be  dangerous  to  liberty ;  be  dreads  the 
contagious  example  of  a  soldier  returning  to  the 
walks  of  civil  life,  with  habits  of  degrading  sub- 
jection to  aathority.  And  does  he  really  dread 
the  ioflueoce  of  a  few  iadividaals,  for  the  most 
part  ignoruit  and  obscure,  over  a  population  of 
twelve  or  foorteen  millions,  sp-ead  over  vast  re- 
gions? Ton  may  mingle  with  la^e  societies; 
yoa  may  pass  over  extensive  sections  of  country, 
and  not  see  one  man  who  has  belonged  to  the  r^ 
ular  army ;  and  does  he  really  believe  that  a  cause, 
thus  trivial  and  limited,  will  be  found  sufficient  to 
undermine  the  love  of  libaty,  so  firmly  fixed  in 
the  American  character  7 

He  has  expressed  bis  fear  of  the  physical  strength 
of  the  army.  Will  he,  on  reflection,  believe  that 
an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  can  enslave  the 
American  people  ?  Will  he  say  that  be  believes 
this  possible?  Truly  the  fears  of  that  genttanan 
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ue  entirdy  Tuiooary ;  it  ia  idle  to  combat  them. 
As  if  conscioas  that  tbe  armiments  whieh  have 
beeo  employed,  are  not  sufflctent  to  justify  the 
proposed  reduction  of  tbe  army,  the  gentlemen 
who  urge  it  have  endeavored  to  sustain  their  noHcy 
by  tbe  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  name,  tf  the 
reputation  of  this  enlightened  and  virtuous  states- 
man, so  dear  to  the  American  people,  shall  be  in- 
jured, the  fault  will  be  attributable  to  the  impru- 
dence of  those  men  who  draff  in  his  name  to  sup- 
port a  svstem  of  measures  which  cannot  be  sus- 
tained by  their  own  merits.  Has  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  withdrawn  itself  from  the 

Saidance  of  reason,  and  surrendered  its  rights  to 
le  empire  of  authority  ?  We  aiik  not  wliat 
name  saBctions,  but  what  reason  justifies  any  mea- 
sare  which  is  proposed  ?  If  we  believe  it  to  be  wise 
and  aalutaiy,  we  adopt  it  without  caring  by  whom 
it  ia  recommended.  If  we  believe  it  to  be  inexpe- 
dient or  improTCr,  the  authority  of  no  name,  how- 
ever higb.is  sufficient  to  remove  our  objections  to  it. 
Then,  why  introduce  into  our  discussions  a  name 
which  is  not  needed  in  aid  of  a  wise,  and  which 
cannot  justify  an  unwise,  policy  t  While  censur- 
ing such  a  course  of  argument,  I  also  deny  that 
they  have  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  army,  which  is  now  under  consid- 
eration. Will  any  one  venture  to  say,  that  after 
a  lapse  of  twenty  years,  during  which  the  resources 
of  our  country  have  greatly  increased,  and  during 
which  it  has  acquired  much  experience,  both  in 
peace  and  in  war,  the  mmd  of  that  great  man 
alone  remaining  stationary,  he  would,  tmder  so 
great  a  change  of  circumstances,  now  pursue,  in 
all  mpects,  me  same  policy  which  he  ot»«ved  in 
1801  ?  Is  any  one  authorized  to  say,  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson entertams  the  same  opinion  of  tbe  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Monroe,  which  he  entertained  of 
tbe  administration  of  his  own  predecessor?  that 
it  is  wasteful,  extravagant,  and  inclining  to  moo- 
areby?  that  it  evei^wbere  needs  retrenchment 
and  reform?  No  sir;  even  that  authority  fails 
them  on  which  they  have  sought  to  lean. 

The  supporters  of  this  bill  think  that  we  shall 
not  be  eng^red  in  war  for  many  years,  and  that  it 
is  unnecessary  to  prepare  for  an  event  which  is 
not  expected.  If  those  gentlemen  could  give  us 
an  assurance  that  we  shall  not  be  drawn  into  war 
ia  less  than  ten  or  fifteen  years,  their  policy  might 
be  safe.  But,  with  Spanish  provinces  on  our 
southwest,  with  English  provinces  on  our  north, 
^with  RosBia  erecting  stroi^  military  works  on  our 
northwest,  mUi  our  commerce  floating  on  every 
sen.  they  know  that  we  are  in  constant  danger  of 
c<rilisioii8,  which  may  terminate  in  war.  Most  of 
oar  military  preparations  look  to  a  state  of  war 
with  Bogland;  and  the  present  internal  condition 
of  that  country  should  not  lull  m  into  security. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  people  of  Great  Brium 
participate  with  their  Ciovernment,  in  their  hatred 
of  the  American  Republic,  and  is  it  not  possible 
that  a  dexterous  ministry,  availing  themselves  of 
this  national  feeling,  may  attempt,  by  the  excite- 
ments of  an  American  war,  to  divert  those  passions 
which  now  threaten  them  with  destruction  ?  Or, 
may  not  that  country  be  revolutionized  %  And, 
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under  a  more  popular  and  virtuous  government, 
impelled  by  all  the  energies  of  a  free  people,  would 
it  not  be  more  formidable  than  at  any  former 
period? 

War  is  not  certain ;  it  may  be  improbable ;  hut 
even  folly  may  shun  dangers  which  openly  me- 
nace it,  and  it  is  the  part  of  prudence  to  guard 
against  those  dangers  which  are  more  remote  and 
less  obvious.  A  wise  statesman,  prepared  for  every 
contiogencr,  will  not  carry  his  plans  of  economy 
so  far  as  to  leave  his  countrv  exposed  to  the  hazards 
of  an  unequal  contest,  to  the  losses  of  treasure,  of 
honor,  and  of  men.  which  she  must  suffer  if  drawn 
into  a  war  for  wnich  she  is  unprovided.  To  a 
certain  extent,  the  advocates  of  the  bill  agree  to 
this  proposition;  they  all  acknowledge  that  we 
ought  to  have  ^rriscms  of  regular  soUiers  in  our 
fortresses.  Durmg  the  last  war,  when  the  fleets 
of  the  enemy  occupied  otir  barbon,  and  thmtened 
our  wealthy  cities,  when,  for  the  want  of  adequate 
fortifications,  we  were  constrained  to  call  to  their 
defence  great  numbers  of  militia,  exposing  them 
to  the  fatal  ravages  of  a  sickly  clinuite,  to  which 
they  were  not  inured,  every  one  felt  the  necessity 
of  erecting  strong  fortresses  in  situations  proper 
for  the  deience  ofthese  harbors  and  cities.  With 
universal  approbation,  this  plan  was  adopted; 
many  of  these  works  are  now  completed,  and  others 
are  in  progress.  If  we  have  fortresses,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  garrison  them  with  men  who  know  how 
to  defend  them.  Nations  about  to  engage  in  hos- 
tilities are  not  restrained  by  a  punctilious  sense  of 
justice.  Should  we,  omittmg  tnis  precaution,  have 
a  dispute  with  a  nation  disposed  to  en^ge  in  war 
with  us,  it  might  determme  to  anticipate  us,  to 
strike  the  first  wow,  to  seize  our  empty  fortresses. 
Remember  the  attack  on  Copenhagen !  What 
would  then  be  the  fate  of  our  cities?  I  do  not 
think  that  our  fortresses  should  have  full  garrisons 
during  peace;  I  would  keep  in  them  only  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  disciplined  soldiers  to  defend  them 
against  a  sudden  attack.  When  the  occasion  re- 
quireSj  you  may  reinforce  them  with  militia,  who, 
mingling  with  the  regulars,  would  be  able  to  make 
an  efficient  defence.  In  like  manner,  a  part  of 
our  force  must  be  employed  to  ^uard  our  Indian 
frontier,  and  prevent  the  hostilities  of  our  savage 
neighbors.  In  this  employment  of  our  troops,  the 
advocates  of  the  bill  agree  with  us.  But  I  go  one 
step  further ;  and,  in  doing  so,  I  draw  on  myself 
the  terrible  denunciation  of  the  gentleman  irom 
North  Carolina.  We  need  a  body  of  men  who 
will  serve  as  a  depository  of  military  science,  and 
from  whom  correct  discipline  may  be  rapidly  in- 
fused into  a  new  army.  Our  troops  in  garrison 
cannot  perform  this  service ;  because,  if  uey  are 
needed  m  the  fortresses  during  peace,  they  cannot 
be  withdrawn  from  them  whi^  we  are  engaged  in 
war.  For  this  purpose,  we  shall  need  a  distinct 
force,  in  addition  to  the  six  thousand  men  who, 
almost  all  agree,  should  he  retained  in  our  fortresses. 
This  part  of  our  system  is  denounced  as  anti-re- 
publican by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 
Why?  Because  our  army  would  thus,  during 
peace,  be  employed,  as  a  preparation  for  a  state  of 
war.   I  ask  nim,  for  what  purpose  does  he  ac- 
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knowledge  that  our  garrisoDs  should  be  retained, 
unless  as  a  preparation  for  a  state  of  war?  For 
what  other  purpose  does  he  consent  to  retain  any 
portion  of  toe  standing  army  1  He  is  caught  in 
his  own  denunciation.  It  comprehends  the  great 
man  to  whose  authority  he  appealed ;  for  he,  too, 
xceommended  a  standing  army. 

In  declaring  that  those  who  advocate  this  sys- 
tem, renounce  republicau  principles,  he  seems  not 
to  have  reflected  that,  under  arbitrary  government, 
the  Army  may  be  employed  during  peace  for 
other  purposes,  to  support  unjust  authority,  to  en- 
force oppression,  decrees  to  extort  ruinous  taxes ; 
and  that,  in  a  free  Qovernment,  the  only  legiti- 
mate use  of  an  army  durinsr  peace  is,  to  prepare 
for  a  state  of  war.  I  woiHd  retort  on  him  the 
charge  of  renouncing  republican  principles,  did  I 
believe  that  he  had  nnaerstood  the  character  of 
his  own  doctrines. 

But,  it  ii  said,  that  in  future  wars,  our  battles 
must  be  fought  on  the  ocean,  and  that  we  ought 
to  aroid  a  contest  on  the  laiu.  Will  this  be  TcA 
to  our  choice?  We  should  most  diligently  pre- 
pare a  strong  naval  force  for  the  defence  of  our 
shores  and  our  commerce.  But,  in  a  war  with 
Eingland,  she  will  not  leave  her  Canadian  prov- 
inces without  defence,  to  become  an  easy  cou- 

Juest  to  us.  She  will  send  an  arm^  to  Canada, 
f  we  are  unprepared  to  encounter  this  army,  will 
she  courteously  keep  it  on  her  own  territory  ? 
Will  Rhe  not  prefer  making  our  territory  the  seat 
of  hostilities,  and  inflicting  on  our  citizens  the 
calamities  of  war?  This  was  her  policy  in  the 
last,  and  this  wiU  be  her  policy  in  anv  future  war. 
If  we  are  not  prepared  to  encounter  her  army  on 
the  Canadian  frontier,  we  shall  feel  its  attacks  in 
the  bosom  of  our  country.  But,  the  advocates  of 
this  bill  believe  that  the  militia  may  be  relied  on 
to  fleht  our  battles,  and  defend  our  country  on  the 
lanoT  Far  be  it  from  me  to  speak  contemptuously 
of  the  militia ;  they  are  the  people  of  our  country, 
our  fellow-citizens,  and  out  nethren.  I  believe 
that  they  have  an  intelligence,  a  courage,  a  spirit 
of  enterprise,  a  sense  of  honor,  and  love  of  coun- 
try, which,  with  proper  experience  and  instruction, 
would  make  them  the  best  soldios  in  the  world. 
But  they  want  this  instruction  and  experience ; 
and  all  history  teaches  us  that  troops  wanting 
these,  cannot  succeed  against  disciplined  soldiers. 
Sometimes,  from  the  superior  talents  of  their  offi- 
cers, or  the  superiority  of  their  numbers,  and  some-* 
times  from  that  heroic  courage  which  liberty  in- 
spires, they  may  obtain  brilliant  victories.  But 
far,  very  (ar  more  frequently  they  suffer  disgrace 
and  defeat  vrhea  opposed  to  regulars.  I  know  that 
some  geotlemeo  in  this  House  presume  to  censure 
us  for  noldittg  such  language ;  out  Is  it  not  true  ? 
And  is  the  fault  ours  that  it  is  true  ?  And  is  it 
wise  to  close  our  eyes  against  tbe  truth  ?  The 
experience  of  the  past  teaches  us  this  painful  les- 
son, and  a  little  reflection  would  convince  us  that 
it  always  musi  be  so.  Suppose  that  our  General, 
commandiDg  uudisciplined  soldiers,  such  as  a  very 
laive  proportion  of  our  militia,  always  have  been, 
ana  I  fear  always  will  be  during  the  first  two  or 
three  campaigns  of  a  war,  is  opposed  to  a  General 
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eommandinf  an  army  of  rwulars.  In  our  canu 
all  is  imperwct,  all  is  to  he  uamt  The  mind  « 
the  General  is  occupied  by  all  the  cares  of  canap- 
poUce.  There  is  freauent  neglect  of  tlie  regula- 
tions and  habits,  whtcn  are  necessary  to  prevent 
waste,  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  army,  to  guard 
it  against  surprise.  In  the  hostile  camp,  that  mil- 
itary police,  80  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the 
army^  is  already  established,  the  mind  of  the  Gen- 
eral IS  left  at  liberty  to  revolve  and  prepare  his 
plans  of  march  and  of  battle  j  his  army  is  always 
ready  for  attack  or  defence.  Is  it  wise  to  send 
our  armies  to  the  contest  under  such  disadvan- 
tages? Suppose  the  armies  arrayed  in  the  field 
of  battle.  The  eneray,  in  maniBuvring,  exposes  a 
weak  point,  on  which  our  General  determines  to 
make  a  decisive  attack ;  he  orders  a  column  to  be 
formed  on  a  certain  point  with  instructions  to  ad- 
vance. His  orders  are  slowly  and  imperfectly 
obeyed ;  the  movemieDts  of  his  soldien  are  con- 
fused and  tumultnous;  half  an  honr  is  occnpied, 
in  formins  a  coliunn^  which  should  have  beett 
formed  in  naif  that  time.  The  enemy  perceives 
the  loanmuvre,  has  time  to  reinforce  his  weak 
point,  and  the  precious  opportunity  of  victory  is 
lost  by  the  want  of  discipline  in  our  army.  From 
tbe  very  nature  of  things  the  General  of  our  un- 
disciplined troops,  whether  militia,  or  new  un- 
trained levies,  can  but  seldom  gain  a  victory. 
And  they  are  a&  illy  prepared  to  defend  them- 
selves. 

Suppose  the  hostile  army  to  make  an  unex- 
pected movement  on  our  flank.  To  oroose  him, 
It  is  necessary  rapidly  to  form  a  new  line.  For 
this  purpose  our  General  issues  orders.  The  ene- 
my approaches  with  a  steady  line,  and  on  our  part 
all  is  confusion  and  tumult.  Our  soldiers,  want- 
ing discipline,  here  crowd  together,  and  embai^ 
rasE  each  other }  there  they  leave  an  open  i^oe 
for  the  enemy  to  penetrate.  An  army  thus  as- 
sailed will  awndoo  the  field ;  or,  if  it  resists,  it 
must  be  slaughtered.  In  the  early  campaigns  of 
a  war  we  cannot  prudently  rely  on  the  militia, 
and  it  is  inhuman  to  lead  them  to  a  contest  in 
which  such  decisive  advantages  are  found  on  the 
side  of  the  enemy.  But  it  is  said  that,  in  peace, 
our  regulars  cannot  learn  the  art  of  war,  and  that 
at  the  commencement  of  hostilities  they  will  not 
be  better  prepared  for  the  field  than  our  militia* 
The  gentlemen  who  expressed  this  opinion  seem 
not  to  haveremembered  that  there  are  two  branches 
of  tactics,  entirely  distinct.  The  one  com|Heheods 
those  principles  which  should  guide  a  General  in 
choosing  the  route  of  his  march,  in  formingthe 
plans  (tf  his  cam^igns  and  his  battles.  The 
camp  of  a  Peace  Efstablishment  furnishes  no  pecu- 
liar advantages  fur  the  act^uisition  of  this  branch 
of  military  science — exhibits  no  field  for  its  exer* 
ctse  and  application.  I  believe  that,  retaining 
only  one  Gfeneral  on  our  Peace  Establishment 
we  should  be  as  well  prepared  for  war  as  with  our 
present  complement.  The  other  branch  of  tactics 
includes  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  those  reg- 
ulations which  form  the  police  of  an  army,  and 
insure  its  order  and  subordination,  its  health  and 
its  vigilance,  and  of  those  evolutions  which  pie- 
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pare  it  for  every  movemeat  oo  the  field,  and  make 
It  a  perfect  machine  ia  the  bands  of  the  General. 
Tbis  part  of  military  science  is  as  eanly  ae^ired 
and  perfected  in  peace  as  in  war.  la  this  our 
■mall  army,  retained  in  peaeCi-Aould  be  pnfect. 
The  principles  which  I  adroeate  do  not  require 
tiiemawtenanee,  in  peace,  of  an  army  snffieiendy 
]arge  for  a  slate  of  war ;  they  demand  only  a  few 
thousand  men  in  addition  to  the  troops  Beeessery 
fbr  our  garrisons.  Then,  sir,  when  we  are  en- 
nged  in  war,  as  at  some  future  time  we  certainty 
AaU  be,  when  we  are  oompdled  to  raise  a  larger 
anny,  hf  mingling  our  veterans  with  odr  new 
ievies,  we  may  engage  in  an  equal  contest  with 
older  armies.  In  every  subdivision,  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  new  army,  we  may  fdace  s<Mne  disct- 
piined  soldiers,  whose  tustructiona,  and  example, 
and  ^idaoee,  will  rapidly  perfect  its  discii^me, 
infusing  into  it  subordination  and  vigilance  in 
camp,  with  skill  and  steadiness  in  the  field.  Bu^ 
by  passing  the  bill  under  consideration,  we  shall 
deprive  our  country  of  this  resonice ;  by  parsoing 
this  rash  policy,  we  will  ibice  her,  when  engaged 
in  WIT}  to  rely  on  undisciplined  troops ;  we  will 
decide  that,  in  the  first  campaigns,  she  shall  be 
inferior  in  military  skill ;  we  will  expose  her  to 
4e  hasanl  of  the  incalculable  losses  of  treasure, 

territory,  of  honor,  and  of  life,  which  are  the 
eonseqaences  of  this  inferiority.  Such  is  the 
eeonomv  of  this  bill  I 

The  mends  of  this  bill  say,  that  the  d^ciency 
in  our  rereaae  imposes  on  us  the  necessity  of  re- 
trenchment, whether  that  retrenchment  be  m  itself 
salutary  or  pmiioious.  And  is  this  youthful  na- 
tion already  sinking  under  the  decrepitude  of  old 
age?   Are  her  resources  so  ezfaaosted  that  she  can 
no  longer  maintain  those  establishments  which  are 
necessary  to  her  welfare?   I  think  that  when  some 
docummts,  expected  from  the  Treasurv  Depart- 
ment, are  received,and  the  subject  shall  nave  been 
fully  examined,  it  will  appear  that  the  drfeicocy 
fbr  the  present  year  is  hut  small ;  and  caleulations 
fmm  both  sides  of  the  House  agtee,  that,  in  one  or 
two  years,  the  rerenne  ariring  from  imposts  will 
he  adeqaate  to  the  maintenance  of  our  establiah- 
mento  on  their  present  scale.   But  oraat,  for  a 
moment,  that  these  expectations  should  be  disap- 
pointed, have  we  no  other  resource?   Those  gen- 
tiemen  shrink  from  the  policy  of  imposing  taxes. 
Why?   Out  of  tenderness  for  the  people?  Be- 
cause they  will  not  take  the  money  of  the  people? 
I  ask  them  whose  is  the  money  derived  from  im- 
posts which  they  are  so  willing  to  receive  7   Is  it 
not  drawn  from  the  people?  And  is  it  their  prin- 
ciple to  take  the  money  of  the  people,  in  order  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  €h)vernment,  as  long  as 
they  can  keep  the  operation  concealed  from  their 
constitnents?   They  gladly  receive  and  freely 
tpend,  fifteen,  eighteen,  twenty-five  millions  an- 
no^y,  when  it  ran  be  drained  from  the  people 
by  imposts.  Tbis  is  ample  proof  that  their  reluc- 
tance to  impose  taxes  ariiies  not  from  any  peculiar 
tenderness  mr  die  peoi^e.   I  do  not  believe  that 
they  intend  to  deceive,  but  their  conduct  bears 
that  aspect.  I  would  pursue  a  more  open  and  can- 
4id  course.  I  would  say  to  our  fellow-citiz«w,  we 
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*  will  pursue  the  most  rigid  economy  that  is  con- 

*  sistent  with  the  public  welfare;  we  will  iminse 
'  on  you  BO  unnecessary  burdeiu,  but  the  institn- 

*  tions  of  our  Goremment  cannot  with  safety  be 
'  impaired.   The  revenue  derived  from  customs, 

<  by  which  principally  the  Government  is  sup- 
'  ported,  is  furnished  oy  you ;  bnt  our  commcnse 

*  now  languishes,  our  revenue  is  diminished^  it  is 
'  necessary  that  you  should  supply  its  deficieney^ 

<  in  order  to  maintain  those  estani^menta  which 

*  are  essential  to  the  |ffoeperity  of  our  country." 
The  people  would  be  gratified  by  our  confidence; 
their  patriotism  would  be  roused  by  our  call ;  fbr 
they  are  ever  ready  to  maintain  their  Qoveroment, 
when  not  misled  by  timid  politicians,  or  design- 
ing candidates  for  office.  To  deny  this,  would 
be  to  dishoDW  them,  to  believe  them  devoid  of 

Eatriotism,  lost  to  honor,  the  miseraUe  slaves  of  a 
tind  and  sordid  avarice. 

I  repeat  it— should  our  customs  be  permanently 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  the  Ckivemment.  1 
would  make  an  aj^ieal  to  the  patriotism  of  me 
people}  and  tint  appeal  would  be  heard.  But 
there  is  no  s/ach  permanent  deficiency ;  apply  the 
calculations  of  all  parties  to  a  series  of  years,  and, 
without  any  change  of  system,  we  shall  find  our 
average  annuel  revenue  sufficient  to  maintain  all 
of  the  establishments  of  the  Government  on  their 
present  scale,  aud  to  proffress  with  the  gradual  ex- 
tinction of  the  public  debt. 

Then,  sir,  in  our  finances  there  is  no  such  fail- 
ure as  would  impose  on  us  the  necessity  of  lopping 
off  a  portion  of  the  army,  which  we  cannot  safdy 
spare.  Prudence  admoniahes  us  to  keep  garrisons 
in  our  fortresses,  and  to  preserve  an  additional 
corps  to  be  the  depository  of  military  science,  and 
to  serve  as  instructors,  and  examples,  end  guides, 
to  our  militia  and  new  levies,  in  any  future  war. 
For  these  pni^ises  a  peace  establishmeat  of  6,000 
men  is  not  sufficienL 

Mr.  FiBBEK,  of  North  Carolina,  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  thb  debate  have  taken  a  wide  surrey 
of  the  subject,  discussing  it  as  well  in  detail  as  on 
general  principles.  Should  I  be  led  by  their  ex- 
ample into  the  same  latitude  of  remark,  I  can, 
nevertheless,  |»omise  that  I  Will  not  harass  the 
Committee  With  a  very  long  speech.  The  ques- 
tion for  reducing  the  present  Military  Bstablisfa- 
ment  is  not  a  new  one,  but  not  the  less  tmpor^t 
on  that  account.  My  worthy  colleague,  (Mr. 
WiLLtAHB,)  basj  on  several  occasions,  brought 
this  subject  before  Congress,  and,  heretofore,  al- 
ways without  success.  The  army,  some  how  or 
other,  has  grown  up  under  his  opposition,  and 
flourished  under  his  speeches ;  but  1  nope  a  season 
hail  now  come  more  favorable  to  its  reduction. 

The  first  a^ment  that  I  riiaU  urge  for  reducing 
this  establishmeat  will  be  drawn  fimm  the  present 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  Sir,  we  hare 
reached  that  period  in  our  history,  when  the  ordi- 
nary revenues  of  the  eoiutry  are  insufficient  tomeet 
the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Govemmettt. 
This  must  arise  either  from  imperfection  in  the 
system  proriding  the  rerenue,  or  from  defects  in 
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the  system  expending  it  Be  it  chargeable  to 
ather,  it  eqaally  meribi  serious  inquirv  and  speedy 
ewrectioa.  I  pretend  not  to  be  deeply  learned  in 
the  science  of  finance;  but  it  does  not  require 
much  sagacity  to  discoTer  that  the  finances  of 
this  GoTemment  are  in  a  declining  and  dilapi- 
dated condition ;  and  that  there  are  only  three  al- 
ternatives set  before  us,  by  which  to  supply  the 
deficiency  in  the  Treasury.  1st.  By  loans ;  2d. 
By  imposingtazes ;  and,  3d.  By  retrenchment  and 
economy.  The  question  is,  to  which  of  these  al- 
tematires  shall  we  resort?  Shall  we  go  on  as  we 
hare  begun,  with  the  borrowing  system^  makioff 
loans  after  loans,  as  bog  as  we  can  obtain  them  ? 
For  one,  I  think  not  The  readiness  with  which 
capitalists  lend  their  surplus  funds  to  the  Qorem- 
ment  is  no  indiuement  why  we  should  borrow 
them.  Sir,  the  facility  of  obtuning  money  on 
credit  is  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  and  sednc- 
tive  temptations  that  can  be  held  out  either  to  in- 
dividuals or  to  Governments.  If  any  proof  of  this 
position  is  required,  we  need  only  look  to  the  his- 
tory of  this  country  for  the  past  iour  or  five  years. 
"Wtiat  man  of  extravagant  habits  will  forego  his 
gratifications,  and  give  over  his  projects,  when  he 
can  obtain  money  on  credit  merely  by  asking  for 
it  7  What  set  of  office-holders  will  willingly  ffive 
up  their  snug  berths  when  they  can  retain  toem 
by  borrowing  money  at  five  per  cent?  But,  as 
the  individual  who  is  always  borrowing  will  soon 
come  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  so  the  Government 
that  draws  its  revenues  from  loans  must  sooner  or 
later  reach  the  period  of  taxation  and  oppression. 
Loans  are  but  tonporary  expedients,  ana  should 
never  be  resorted  to  but  in  eases  of  extreme  emei^ 
gency,  and  then  only  in  anticipation  of  the  ordi- 
narv  revenues  of  the  counby.  Is  this  our  case  1 
Is  tnere,  at  this  time,  any  such  emergencies  press- 
ing upon  us?  Certainly  not  In  times  of  pro- 
found peace  we  resort  to  loans,  and  for  what  pur- 
pose? To  meet  the  ordinary,  the  regular  and 
every  day  expenses  of  the  Government. 

Sir,  to  what  will  all  this  lead  ?  It  will  lead 
to  a  urge  national  debt^and  then,  as  an  inevitable 
consequence,  to  oppressive  taxes.  Do  gentlemen 
consider  the  operation  of  these  loans  ?  That  every 
loan  only  increases  the  necessity  for  another,  at 
least  in  the  ratio  of  the  preceding  loan  ?  As  an 
example :  for  the  last  year  we  authorized  a  loan 
of  ^Liee  millions  of  dollars :  we  are  told  that  a  loan 
of  seven  millions  must  be  made  for  this  year ;  and, 
for  aught  I  can  see  in  our  afiairs,  a  loan  of  five 
millions  at  least  will  be  required  for  each  of  the 
remainiiig  years  of  the  present  Administration — 
making  in  all  twenty-five  millions.  That  much 
for  prmcipal ;  but  at  the  end  of  that  time,  it  wilt 
be  found  that  the  debt  contracted  during  the  five 
last  years  of  the  present  Administration,  will  be 
withm  a  fraction  of  thirty  millions.  Again :  at 
the  last  session  we  directed  a  loan  of  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  but,  from  the  Secretary's  report, 
it  appears  that  only  two  millions  five  hundred 
and  fortyfive  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-one 
dollars  nave  been  received  into  the  Treasury ;  so 
that  we  are  actually  paying  interest  on  three  mil- 
lions, when  only  about  two  millions  and  a  half 


and  a  fraction  has  been  received  to  the  use  of 
Government  X  only  mention  this,  to  show  how 

grofitabli'-  loans  are,  even  on  the  favorable  terms  of 
ve  per  cent. 

Sir,  as  well  might  you  expect  to  quench  thirst 
in  dropety,  by  drinking,  as  to  restore  your  finances 
to  a  sound  state  by  loans:  every  draught  only  in- 
creases the  want  of  another.  There  is  no  end  to 
this  borrowing  system ;  it  is  like  the  clue  of  Ari- 
adne, the  former  you  pursue  it,  the  deeper  it  in- 
voivesyou  in  the  inextricable  labyrinth.  We  have 
the  awful  example  of  England  before  us,  and  we 
ought  to  profit  oy  that  example.  What  is  it  but 
the  great  national  debt  that  presses  down  to  mis- 
ery and  wretchedness  the  people  of  that  country  7 
A  debt,  the  bare  interest  oi  which  swallows  up  the 
greater  portion  of  the  revenues  of  that  Oovem- 
ment :  a  debt,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of 
which,  thepeopleare  taxed  literally  from  tfaecrowns 
of  their  head  to  the  soles  of  (heir  feet.  And,  sir, 
let  me  here  remark,  that  the  national  debt  of  Eng- 
land, as  is  indeed  the  debts  of  all  the  other  States 
of  Europe,  were  incurred  principally  by  themiUtatp 
eatabUdmetitt  of  these  States,  first,  from  keeping 
up,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies  unnecessa- 
ruy  large,  and,  next,  from  the  wars  carried  on  with 
those  armies.  It  is  not  hazarding  much,  to  say, 
that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  revenue  of  eve^ 
Government  in  Europe  is  consumed  by  the  armv, 
or  by  persons  connected  either  directly  or  indirectly 
with  the  military. 

Wesee,thea,theconsequenceofloans.  Theyonly 
put  off  the  evil  day,  which,  when  it  does  come,  we 
will  feel  onlv  the  heavier,  by  the  previous  procras- 
tination. But  sir,  the  honorable  Chairman  of  Vb& 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  his  speech  the 
other  day,  tells  us  not  to  be  alarmed ;  that  the  con- 
dition ot  our  finances  is  not  so  bad  eu>  we  fancy ; 
and,  he  kindly  consoled  us  by  promisiog  better 
times.  I  always  listen  with  great  pleasure  to  the 
speeches  of  that  gentleman,  for  he  always  speaks 

food  sense ;  be  ahvays  gives  us  facts  and  reason  \ 
ut,  however  much  I  may  value  the  information 
he  imparts,  I  cannot  think  that  his  calculations 
are  always  infallible.  Sir,  I  distinctly  recollect 
that  the  ^ntleman  at  the  last  session  promised  us 
better  times;  and  I  leave  it  to  membo^s  to  say,  if 
his  predictions  have  been  verified.  But,  sir,  that 
genUeman  is  not  the  only  person  that  has  been  de- 
ceived in  his  hopes  and  mi&taken  in  his  calcula- 
tions. Even  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  him- 
self has  now  and  then  fallen  into  an  error.  Sir, 
not  a  year  since  the  present  incumbent  came  into 
office,  havebis  estimates  of  the rermne  come  with- 
in two  millions  of  the  mark ;  sometimes  exceeding, 
and  sometimes  falling  short  by  that  amount. 

In  his  annual  report  for  1818,  he  says  that  the 
revenue  of  that  year  may  be  considered  as  the 
"  average  amount  which  will  be  aonoally  receiv- 
ed ;"  this  amount  was  about  twenty-six  millions; 
but,  we  find  that  the  revenue  of  tbe  very  next  year, 
(1819,)  fell  short  of  that  estimate  by  about  two 
niillions  of  dollars — that  the  revenue  for  1820  fell 
short  by  a  still  larger  sum.  Even,  sir,  in  ordinary 
calculations,  we  find  that  mistakes  may  sometimeB 
be  made.   The  Secretary,  in  his  report  of  fiNirth 
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Deoember  las^  infonos  u  that  the  deficit  for  the 
present  year  will  be  aboat  seven  millioiu  and  nea  rly 
a  half  of  dcdlan ;  bat,  in  his  sapplemental  report 
of  die  20th  of  tM  same  month.  He  says  that  the 
defici«iey  is  only  about  four  millioQs  six  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  thousand  dollars:  thus  making  a 
difierence  between  the  two  r^wrtsof  two  millioos 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  dollars. 
But,  a  worthy  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina 
(Mr.  SiMEiNs)  gives  us  to  understand  tbat  there 
are  a  few  more  errors  still  behind :  and  a  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  has  dropped  a  hint  more 
consoling  than  all  the  rest.  He  tells  us  tt  will  be 
found  that  the  deficit  of  the  past  year  is  odIv  about 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Which  of  these 
ingenious  financiers  will  prove  right  it  is  rather 
dimcolt  to  say :  but,  from  the  Secretary's  report, 
one  thing  is  plain,  viz :  that  our  finances  are  in  a 
declining  state,  while  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ranain  stationary.  Take  the  years  1819, 
1880,  and  18S1,  and  there  is  a  falling  off  of  about 
four  millions  annually. 

Sir,  I  make  these  remarks  not  in  disparagement 
of  any  geuileman,  but  merely  to  show  how  little 
leliance  ought  to  be  placed  upon  calculations  of 
the  revenue  of  years  yet  to  come.  Our  revenue  is 
jvincipally  drawn  from  commerce — our  commerce 
depends  upon  the  state  of  the  world,  and  who  can 
say  what  that  will  be  a  short  time  hence  t  No, 
sir,  there  is  no  depeodeoce  to  he  placed  on  these 
calculaticMis  for  better  times :  if  we  sit  here  waiting 
for  better  times  we  may  wait  until  ruin  tnmbles 
about  our  heads.  But,  gentlemen  may  say,  if  you 
wUl  not  wait  for  the  flowing  of  the  waters,  and  in 
the  mean  time  supply  our  wants  by  loans,  what 
will  yon  do  ?  Will  you  resort  to  the  next  alter- 
native and  lay  taxes  t  Sir,  this  question  of  taxa- 
tion ia  a  very  trying  one ;  it  comes  home  to  the  feel- 
ings of  gentlemen.  Now,  although  I  do  not  claim 
to  poBsesBmore  independence  than  other  gentlemen, 
yet  I  am  bold  to  say,  that  if  there  is  no  othra  alter- 
native, I  would  prefer  a  gentle  system  of  taxation 
to  this  everlasting,  still  thinning,  and  never  end- 
ing laisinen  of  making  loans  upon  loans  tmtil  the 
resources  of  the  coimtry  will  be  absorbed  in  the 
payment  of  bare  interest:  but,  there  is  another 
alternative,  and  nntilthatis  tried  and  found  want- 
ingj  I  for  one  will  not  consent  to  impose  taxes. 
Tats  alternative  consists  in  the  reduction  of  useless 
establishments,  in  retrenchments  of  unnecessary 
expenditures,  and,  in  a  word,  in  bViogiog  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Govemmentwilhin  the  means  of  the 
country.  Sir,  in  making  these  remarlcs,  I  would 
not  be  understood  as  casting  the  smallest  censure 
on  any  department  of  the  Executive :  the  burden 
^censure  must  iall  upon  us  and  our  predecessors, 
we  pa»  the  laws  requiring  these  expenditures, 
and  the  Szecutive  only  carries  into  opemtion  what 
we  authorize.  The  natural  tendoicy  of  all  Qov- 
emments  is  to  run  into  extravagance.  That  our 
Qovemment  runs  powerfully  in  this  direction  can- 
not be  denied}  and  that  the  late  war,  by  requiring 
many  extraordinary  exertions,  accelerated  this 
tendency,  is  equally  evident ;  but,  the  exigencies 
reqairing  these  efibrts  have  ceased  to  exist,  and  the 
expenses  incident  thereto  should  also  cease.  I  do 


not  hesitate  to  say  that  at  the  close  of  the  late  war 
it  was  right  to  fix  the  Peace  BstaUishment  upon 
the  present  organization.  It  was  right  on  two 
considerations  i  first,  because  our  situation  with 
the  Indians  was  extremely  precarious ;  secondly, 
our  relations  with  Spain  were  then  unsettled.  But, 
our  Indian  wars  are  now  over,  and  we  are  at  peace 
with  every  tribe:  our  relations  with  Spain  are 
now  settled,  and  we  have  Florida  by  the  ratifica* 
tion  of  the  treaty.  The  chief  causes  for  fixing  the 
army  on  its  present  basis  being  removed,  I  must 
think  that  it  may  with  safety  be  reduced  to  six 
thousand  men. 

Sir,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  several  gentle- 
men have  made  allusions  to  Mr.  JeSersoirs  Ad- 
ministration. I  will  briefly  refer  to  the  same  pe- 
riod of  our  history.  Let  it  here  be  remembered 
that  the  second  President  of  the  United  States^  to- 
gether with  his  political  friends,  were  ejected  from 
power  for  certain  obnoxious  measures;  and  let  it 
be  further  remonbered  that  one  of  those  meanires 
was  the  keeping  op  a  standing  army  in  time  of 
p^e.  The  newspapers  of  the  day  were  fill^ 
with  essays  against  the  army;  the  Legislatures  of 
the  States  remonstrated  andinstrueted  their  mem- 
bers to  urge  its  reduction.  And,  sir,  how  large 
was  the  army  tbat  created  all  this  alarm  ?  Oiuy 
5,000  men  j  only  half  as  large  as  the  jn^ent  Peace 
Establishmeot,  and  yet  the  people  of  that  day 
thought  it  too  large :  even  Mr.  Jefferson  entertained 
the  same  opinion,  for,  in  his  first  Message  to  Con- 
gress, he  tells  them  that  he  has  supplied  all  the 
garrisons  vrith  men,  and  that  there  is  a  surplus  left 
for  which  the  Government  has  no  use;  and  ac- 
cordingly we  see  the  army  cnt  down  froin  &,000 
to  about  3,300  men,  thus  saving  to  the  natioo  an- 
nually the  sum  of  $528,000.  Yes,  sir,  the  Peace 
E^bUshment  of  that  day  coosistea  only  of  3.300 
men,  and  only  cost  about  one  million  of  dollars 
annually.  Now,  sir,  contrast  that  with  the  pres- 
ent army,  consisting  of  10,000  men.  Two  MbIot 
Generals,  four  Brigadier  Generals,  with  aids,  Cfol- 
onels.  Lieutenant  Colonels,  Majors,  and  inierior 
officers  in  thegreatetf  abundance,  costing  annually 
more  dian  three  millions  of  dollars. 

Let  me  ask,  what  wonderful  changes  have  taken 
place  in  our  affairs,  to  justify  this  great  increase 
of  the  Peace  Establishmeot?  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mi.  Simkinb)  tells  us,  in- 
deed, that  our  frontiers  nave  considerably  enlarged 
in  their  extent,  and  that  the  number  of  our  posts 
have  multiplied.  This  is  all  true,  and  I  will  an- 
swer the  gentleman  by  simply  asking  him,  have 
our  frontiers  enlarged  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to 
three,  and  have  our  pnts  increased  in  the  same 
ratio  ?  Surely  not  We  are  at  peace  with  the 
savages,  with  the  world ;  and  if  it  is  said  we  dialt 
have  Florida  to  occupy,  I  will  answer  that  Mr. 
Jefferson,  with  his  three  thousand  men,  took  pos- 
session of,  and  occupied,  Louisiana,  a  country  of 
I  many  times  the  extent,  and  a  thousand  times  the 
I  value,  of  Florida,  and  that,  too,  where  there  was 
j  much  greater  disaffection  than  will  Ik  fotmd  in 
Florida.  Then,  sir,  I  come  to  this  conclusion :  if 
3,300  men  were  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the 
country  in  1803,  surely  double  that  number  will 
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•aoswer  for  the  present  times.  Bjr  fixing  the  Peace 
JBitaUishment  at  six  thoasacd  mea,  we  save  to  the 
nation  more  thaa  one  tnillion  of  dollars  annually, 
-and  send  to  the  plough  four  thousand  citizens. 
jSut  I  hare  other,  and,  to  my  mind,  even  weightier 
leasons  than  those  of  economy,  in  favor  of  re- 
ducing the  present  Urge  atanuing  army  of  the 
iKuntrjr. 

Sir,  in  the  early  days  of  our  Government,  (and 
I  believe  the  time  will  come  wben  thoK  days  will 
be  celebrated  by  historians,  and  sung  by  poets,  as 
the  gotdeaAge  <tf  this  Republic,)  in  those  days  it 
was  Aeld  that  standing  armies  were  dangerous  in 
timea  of  peace ;  BOt  dangerous,  as  some  gentlemen 
would  suppoae  na  to  mean,  irom  their  physical 
force.  Pio,  sir ;  we  are  not  so  timid  as  to  fear  that 
the  country  has  any  thing  to  apprehend  from  the 
swiwds  and  bayonets  of  the  army,  were  it  even 
much  larger  than  it  is ;  but  dangerous  from  their 
moral  and  political  tendency  to  corruption.  My 
colleague,  wno  has  gone  before  me  in  this  d^te, 
has  so  fully  shown  the  immoral  tendency  of  stand- 
ing armies,  that  I  shall  not  dwell  Ung  upon  this 
part  of  the  argmnent. 

Sir,  the  military  establishment,  in  all  Govern- 
ment^ and,  above  all,  in  our  Qovonment,  is  es- 
sentially different  from  the  civil  establishment. 
The  army  is  a  body  of  men  sqwrated  and  removed 
from  the  vreat  mass  oi  the  people.  They  are  gov- 
erned by  ai&KOt  laws  and  upon  different  {nrmci- 
ptes,  Blind  obedience  to  the  will  of  dieir  officers 
H  their  only  princi{de.  On  the  part  of  the  soldier, 
this  begets  a  spirit  of  serrility ;  on  the  part  of  the 
officer,  a  spmt  of  overbearing  tyranny— both 
equally  averse  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  our 
Gtovemment.  In  this  point  of  view,  standing 
armies  are  great  evils  in  our  country,  and,  like  atl 
other  evils,  we  should  have  as  little  of  them  as 
possible.  The  absolute  necessity  of  the  case  should 
be  the  rule  by  which  to  regulate  the  size  of  the 
army;  if  we  can  garrison  our  posts  with  6,000 
men,  why  have  more  than  that  number?  I  ny, 
ffatriton  our  posts ;  for  the  idea  of  defending  the 
country  with  a  standing  army  la  preposterous. 
The  Constitution  never  contemplated  such  a  de- 
fmce,  nor  did  it  ever  enter  into  the  heads  of  our 
political  forefathers.  The  militia  is  the  legiti- 
mit^  the  Constitutional  defenee  of  the  country. 
Sir,  I  was  shooked  to  hear  the  gentleman  frun 
Vkginia  (Mr.  Shtta)  delircr  w  sentiments  he 
did  upon  this  subject.  If  ever  his  notions  of  the 
militu  become  the  prevaitiog  ones  of  this  people, 
good  bye  to  your  Republican  institutions — they 
are  gtine  forever.  But  his  argument  is  entirely 
iallacious.  In  speaking  of  the  militia,  he  has 
taken  them,  as  tbey  were,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Revfdutionary  war,  and  all  the  extracts  that  be 
read  irom  the  letters  of  Wabbington  and  others, 
describe  the  militia  as  they  then  were — ^without 
order  or  previous  discipline.  This  is  unjust,  sir. 
We  should  consider  what  the  militia  are  capable 
of  being  made,  and  not  what  they  were  before  we 
existed  as  a  nation — before  we  became  an  inde- 
pendent people.  This  is  the  light  in  which  Wabb- 
uoTOii  viewed  the  militia  when  he  said,  "  The 
'  militia  may  be  trained  to  a  deg^  of  energy  equal 
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<  to  every  military  exigency  of  the  United  States 
and  Je^rson  says:  "  A  wdl  disciplined  militia  ts 
'  iMir  best  reliance  in  peace,  and  for  the  first  mo- 
'  ments  in  war,  till  regulars  may  relieve  them." 

But,  sir,  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  have  been  so  folly  refutnl  by  the  vencr- 
aUe  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Bvem,) 
that  I  shall  add  nothing  further  upon  that,  but 
proceed  to  another  part  of  the  questKm. 

Sir,  standins  armies  have  a  political  tendency 
subversive  of  the  priociides  of  our  Oovenunent.  I 
lay  diis  down  u  a  pnqweitUHi— in  the  propor- 
tion in  which  a  Government  keeps  op  a  uige 
military  establishment,  in  that  ^cc^M»tion  wul 
the  Govmunent  neglect  iht  militia  of  tbe  coon- 
trv.  This  is  a  proposition  which  the  history 
of  all  free  Qoveraments  that  ever  existed  fully 
proves.  Let  but  a  Government,  let  but  the 
people,  once  pUce  their  reliance  on  standing  ar- 
mies for  defence  and  protection,  and  the  m^tia. 
as  a  natural,  as  a  certain  consequence,  will  Uli 
into  n^lect,  and  sink  into«disrepute.  It  is  plain 
that,  when  nothing  is  expected  from  them,  they 
wiU  expect  to  do  nothing.-  Their  ability  is  dis- 
trusted, their  enterprise  is  gone.  Yes,  sir,  stand- 
ing armies  weaken  the' military  spirit  of  a  nation. 
If  any  illustration  of  this  principle  is  required,  it 
can  be  furnished  from  English  faistwy.  It  was  in 
the  reign  of  the  Second  James  that  a  standing 
army  was  first  est^isbed  in  tbat  eoontiy.*  This 
monarch,  under  various  preteimes,  fSsniMd  a  stand- 
ing army  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  men. 
This  was  the  nucleus  of  the  English  standtng 
army ;  it  soon  grew  larger,  and  we  now  see  what 
it  is ;  and,  mark  it  I  at  the  very  time  at  which  we 
date  the  origin  of  standing  armies  in  England,  at 
that  very  time  we  may  also  date  the  dedim  of 
the  militia ;  and,  sir,  it  is  a  striking  circumstance, 
that  the  very  same  arguments  used  by  James  and 
his  Ministry,  to  juscity  their  armed  fivcein  time 
of  peace,  are  now  ui^d  by  gentlemen  on  Uiis  floor 
in  defence  of  the  present  eatablisbment,  namdy, 
that  the  militia  are  inefficient,  aod  that  no  r^- 
ance  can  be  placed  upon  them.  This,  then,  being 
the  practical  tendency  of  standing  armies,  I  a^  u 
it  is  proper,  in  times  of  peace,  to  keep  up  a  sinjde 
company  more  than  the  absolute  necessity  of  the 
country  demands? 

But,  sir^  I  have  another  objection  against  the 
present  size  of  the  Peace  E^taUishment.  We 
should  never  telari^e  the  army  beyoiul  what  ne- 
ceasity  strictly  requires,  for  the  reason  tbat  it  in- 
creases the  patronage  of  the  Grovernment ;  it  ex- 
tends the  iujQuence  of  the  Executive  branch.  The 
patronage  of  this  Government,  I  admit,  is  small, 
compar«l  to  that  of  other  Goreraments,  but  yet 
its  increase  is  alarming.  Look  at  the  progress  of 
patronage  in  this  Government  for  the  past  tweive 
years ;  turn  over  your  laws,  and  examine  them, 
and  it  will  be  found  that  not  a  year  has  gone  by, 
not  a  Congress  has  passed  over,  but  the  powcza  of 
the  Executive  have  bem  enlarged,  udeed,  it 
would  seem  that  all  the  powers  of  the  States  are 
passing  into  the  hsmds  oi  Congress,  and  many  of 
the  powers  of  Congress  into  the  hands  of  the  Sx- 
ecuuve.   The  army  adds  to  this  patnmage.  Tke 
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Prendent  is  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armr ; 
he  TUtnally  has  the  appointment  of  all  the  offi- 
cers ;  he,  at  pleasnre,  has  the  power  of  remoring 
them.  He  and  the  head  of  the  War  Deparbnent 
are  the  oa\y  persons  seen  bv  the  army ;  Congress 
is  nerer  seen,  until  first  felt  oy  some  law. 

Patron^e  is  power.  See  what  it  does  in  Oreat 
BriOiin ;  what  a  mighty  machine  in  the  haods  of 
that  Crovernmeat !  And,  whenerer  corruption 
dims  the  glory  of  our  institutions,  it  will  enter  in 
at  the  door  of  patronage.  If,  then,  we  valae  our 
rejwblican  prinleges,  guard  against  the  iacKase 
of  Executive  patronage. 

Again:  I  wiUadTaaceaaotherolnectionagaiDGt 
large  military  establishmeats.  To  keep  up  a  large 
annjr  ueeeasarily  requires  to  hare  at  the  head  of 
the  army  great  military  chidltains.  Now,  these 
chiefiaiD^  eomnKanding  Uie  army,  mayattiajes 
have  the  power  to  iaroTre  the  country  in  dffieal- 
ties  and  war.  The  chi^  of  armies  are  generally 
men  of  great  influence  and  popularity  in  the  Qoy- 
emment,  and  it  may  so  happen  that  they^  them- 
selves  may  not  only  violate  the  Constituuan  and 
laws  of  the  country,  but,  by  their  influence,  bring 
the  Oorernment  to  Eupport  and  [votect  them  in 
thia  violation.  History  furmshes  ezamides  to  sup- 
port this  view.  1  think  gentlemen  wilt  remember 
what  bappened  a  year  or  two  since,  when  our 
army,  led  perhaps  by  the  military  science  so  much 
talked  of,  entered  into  a  neighboring  province,  not 
only  without  orders,  but  plainly  contrary  to  or- 
ders, and,  what  is  worse  than  all,  eootniry  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  country.  I  need  not  recall  to 
the  minds  of  gentlemen  the  excitement  produced 
on  the  occasion,  not  only  in  this  Honae^  bat  in 
manv  parts  of  the  coontry. 

TMwe  are  <Mfaer  eases  m  point,  but  I  diall  only 
add«ce  oat  more  in  sni>port  of  the  nropositioa } 
and  for  this  one  I  am  indebted  to  the  annals  of 
England — a  country  from  which  we  draw  so  many 
of  our  good  and  bed  examples.  Sir,  those  anywise 
conversant  with  Soglish  history  will  remember 
the  long  Wars  that  were  waged  by  that  nation 
against  the  Contineot  during  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne.  It  is  now  known  tnat  these  wars  mifht 
have  been  terminated  long  before  they  were,  but 
for  the  intrigues  of  the  Coiomander-in-Chief  of 
the  British  forces.  Peace  would  at  once  have  de- 
prived him  of  his  emoluments,  and  cut  short  his 
career  of  glt»y.  He  determined,  therefore,  to  con- 
tinue the  war,  though  the  treasures  and  Mood  of 
his  country  might  now  in  torrents.  This  com- 
mander, sir^  was  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborotigh. 

But  tnis  18  not  alL  The  chiefr  of  the  army  are 
always  apt  to  lake  a  port  in  the  civil  disputes  of 
the  country ;  and  let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
•oldiery  always  take  the  side  cspoosed  by  their 
comiBanders.  Sir,  how  many  civil  disputes  have 
been  decided  by  the  army  7  In  England,  we  see 
Cromwell}  with  a  force  not  three  times  as  la^as 
onr  present  army,  drive  the  Parliameat  oat  of 
doors,  overturn  the  Constitution,  and  set  hmiself 

Juietly  on  the  throne.  We  see  Gustavus,  of  Swe- 
en,  with  a  less  army  than  ours,  subvert  the  Con- 
stitution, and  establish  a  new  order  of  things. 
And,  sir,  how  long  is  it  dace  a  handful  of  guards 
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in  RoBua  murdered  their  King,  and  msde  Catha- 
rine thar  Empress  ?  In  short,  IooIe  to  the  seat  of 
an  ancient  Republic,  the  master  State  of  the  world, 
and  say,  from  Csesar  down,  how  many  Empema 
were  made,  how  many  destroyed,  by  the  prseiorian 
bands — the  standing  anny  of  Rome?  All  this 
shows  what  may  be  expected  of  standing  armies, 
what  they  bave  done,  and  always  will  do. 

I  will  now  briefly  consider  some  of  the  argu- 
ments advanced  in  favor  of  keegiiog  ap  the  ptos- 
ent  estaUisbment. 

First,  it  is  said  to  be  necessary  to  pneerve  the 
presemt  Army  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  alive  the 
military  science  of  the  coontry.  This  is  a  favorite 
argument  of  gentlemui,  and,  I  fear,  we,  who  doubt 
its  great  force,  subject  ourselves  to  the  impntalion 
of  ignoranoe  and  lUiboality.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
I  rejoice  that  we  do  not  live  under  a  military  gor- 
emment,  and  that  it  is  not  our  interest  to  have  a 
great  deal  of  this  military  science.  The  best 
method,  in  my  humble  judgment,  to  preserve  this 
science,  is  to  diffuse  it  among  the  militia.  Organize 
them ;  look  to  their  discipline ;  put  arms  ia  tfwir 
hands,  and  let  them  see  that  the  country  relies  on 
them  for  defence.  Do  this,  sir,  and  when  the 
voice  of  the  country  calls,  it  will  be  heard.  When 
military  spirits  are  wanting,  they  will  arise — 
they  will  spring  from  erery  corner  of  the  country. 
Sir,  I  would  ask,  whence  came  your  best  Generals 
in  the  late  war  ?— your  Ja^aon  and  your  Brown  7 
They  were  not  educated  in  a  standing  army ;  they 
issued  from  the  walks  of  civil  life ;  and,  it  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  the  first  laurels  that  crowned 
their  brows  were  won  with  the  baytmets  of  the 
militia. 

Sir,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  laid  before  us  a 
very  Me  defence  of  the  present  establishment 
He  certainly  has  placed  the  subject  in  its  strongest 
lights.  But,  it  appears  to  me,  before  we  yield  to 
the  full  extent  of  his  reasoning,  we  must  admit 
two  hypotheses—first,  that  war  »  not  distant ;  and, 
secoadly,  that  when  it  does  come,  it  will  come 
upon  us  suddenly.  Now  I  apprehend  that  neither 
of  these  suppositioos  should  be  taken  for  granted. 
We  see  no  immediate  prospect  of  war ;  our  poli- 
tical horizon  is  without  a  speck ;  the  only  Ittde 
cloud  that  i^peared  in  it,  has  been  swept  away  by 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  And,  in  the  next 
place,  whenever  war  does  come,  it  will  not  come 
upon  the  nattm  raddenly.  In  other  Oovemmeots, 
where  the  warnnaking  power  is  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  kings  and  minisiersi,  war  may  be  dedand 
unexpectedly  to  the  coontry;  but  here  there  mast 
first  be  a  sufficient  cause  of  war ;  negotiation  mnet 
fail ;  the  whole  nation  must  see  and  feel  the  acecs- 
sity  of  war ;  and  surdy  in  this  time  a  wise  Oor- 
ernment and  i»iident  Gcmgress  will  have  suffleieat 
time  to  make  ample  preparations.  There  are  two 
things  that  this  Government  will  never  do,  until 
impelled  to  them  by  the  public  sense :  to  declare 
war,  and  to  impose  taxes. 

Str,  I  have  always  thought,  that  one  of  the  best 
features  in  our  Government  is  its  uofimess  for 
war;  this  very  unfitness  for  belligerent  operatioDd 
will  save  the  country  from  many  wars  and  pre- 
serve much  Uood  and  treasure.  It  caaaot  be  de- 
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Died  that  a  nation,  eombining  the  pditieal  factli- 
tiea  of  war,  ii  much  easier  propelled  to  that  state 
than  one  not  calculated  to  carry  on  wars.  It  is 
with  Governments  as  it  is  with  individuals — give 
them  power,  and  they  will  soon  find  pretences  for 
the  exercise  of  that  power.  FredericV  of  Prussia 
has  furnished  us  an  illustration  in  point ;  he  can- 
didly avows  that  one  of  his  leading  inducements 
for  declaring  war  against  Maria  Theresa,  was  the 
martial  appearance  of  his  fine  army~for,  said  he, 
"I  had  a  mind  to  play  upon  the  instrument  which 
I  found  in  t>uch  excellent  tune."  This  King  has 
wriuen  another  sentiment,  that  should  be  well  re- 
membered by  every  member  of  this  Home;  which 
should  be  inscribed  in  glaring  letters  over  the 
doors  of  the  War  Office,  "  Great  armies  render 
gOTeromeuts  enterprising,  but  they  make  the  peo- 
ple slaves." 

But,  as  an  argument  to  preserve  the  present 
Army,  gentlemen  have  attriouted  all  the  disasters 
of  the  late  war  to  the  reduction  of  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment in  1802.  This  is  a  view  of  the  sub- 
ject to  which  I  will  not  consent.  I  deny  that  the 
reduction  of  the  army  in  1802  was  the  cause  of 
these  disasters.  There  are  plainer  causes,  some  of 
which  I  will  name.  First,  a  want  of  correct 
knowledge  of  the  resources  of  the  enemy,  and  of 
the  difficulties  of  the  enterprise  against  Canada. 
The  Congress  declaring  the  war,  if  we  judge  from 
their  speeches,  thought  the  capture  of  Canada 
would  oe  a  mere  fnuic ;  that  a  few  raiments  of 
militia  would  take  it  in  six  weeks;  in  fact,  so 
misinformed  were  they  of  the  dispositions  of  the 
Canadians,  and  the  resources  of  the  enemy  there, 
as  to  make  disappointment  and  discomfiture  inevi- 
table. 

A  second  cause  of  these  disasters,  was  owing  to 
treachery,  or  something  very  like  it,  in  the  com- 
mander tnat  moved  the  first  armv  towards  Canada. 
This  failure  set  the  current  of  iortune  against  us, 
and  at  once  gave  confidence  to  the  enemy,  and 
cause  of  accusation  to  the  opposition  among  our- 
selves. 

But,  sir,  the  great  cause  of  the  disasters  of  the 
late  war  was  the  want  of  union  among  ourselves ; 
in  our  cotmcils,  in  the  nation.  A  formidable 
minority  in  the  country  doubted  the  justice  and 
propriety  of  the  war ;  and  they  used  every  means 
to  sbackle  the  powers  and  energies  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  prevent  its  prosecution.  No  war  or 
great  enterprise  can  ever  be  sueeesBfuUy  conducted 
by  this  GovemmoLC  when  the  nation  is  divided 
among  themselves.  Disunion  paralyzes  all  our 
energies.  To  firove  that  this  was  the  fruitful 
source  of  the  disasters  of  the  late  war,  we  have 
only  to  look  to  the  theatre  where  they  occurred. 
In  the  South,  where  there  was  no  diffaenee  of 
opinion  among  the  people  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  war,  our  failures  were  few.  From  the  woods 
of  Talladega  to  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  success 
and  victory  crowned  our  arms.  But  come  here, 
in  the  very  focus  of  discord  ;  go  to  the  North, 
where  treason  stalked  abroad,  and  you  see  defeat 
and  disgrace  rise  up  before  you  at  every  turn. 

And,  sir,  another  cause  of  our  failures  was  the 
treason  of  our  citizens  on  the  frontier,  who  gave 
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every  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  as  wdl  as 
roeedy  information  of  all  our  movements.  Among 
these  may  be  placed  the  blue-light  traitors.  Ana, 
let  me  not  forget  another  class,  who  by  their  con- 
duct shackled  our  efibrts  and  gave  hopes  to  the 
euemy.  I  mean,  sir,  that  class  of  politicians  who, 
about  the  close  of  the  war,  concentrated  in  the 
Hartford  Convention ;  a  set  of  men  that  should 
never  be  forgotten ;  on  whom  should  fall  the  last< 
ing  imprecations  of  posterity;  on  whom  should 
rest  "  the  curses  of  hate,  and  nisses  of  scorn"  of  all 
who  love  their  country.  These,  sir,  are  the  causes 
of  the  disasters  of  the  late  war,  and  not  as  gentle- 
men would  suppose  the  reduction  of  the  Army  in 
1802,  or  its  bad  oreanization  in  1808. 

Again,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
callra  in,  as  an  argument,  the  examples  and  situ- 
ation of  Europe ;  that  our  Army  is  nothing  com- 
KU-ed  to  the  establishments  of  the  Governments  of 
Europe.  Sir,  I  deny  that  the  examples  of  Europe, 
in  this  particular,  should  have  any  influence  upon 
us ;  because  there  is  no  similarity  in  our  situation 
and  that  of  any  Government  in  Europe. 

The  Governments  of  Europe  keep  up  large 
standing  armies  for  two  purposes.  First,  to  keep 
down  their  own  subjects.  What  but  a  standing 
army  prevents  the  people  of  England  from  reform- 
ing the  abuses  of  their  Croveroment  ?  What  but 
a  standing  army  keeps  Louis  XVIII  on  the  throne 
of  France?  All  the  legitimates  are  supported  on 
their  thrones  but  by  the  oayonets  of  their  armies. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  in  our  blessed  land.  Our 
rulers  hold  their  seats  by  the  free  sufirages  of  the 
people,  and  no  army  is  necessary  to  keep  down 
the  people. 

In  the  second  place,  the  Governments  4^  Europe 
keep  up  large  standing  armies  to  repel  foreign  in- 
vasion. Every  kingdom  in  Europe  has  powerfol 
neighbors,  separated  only  by  a  river,  a  hill,  or  an 
ideal  line.  They  have  reason  to  look  at  each 
other  with  distrust  and  suspicion,  and  wisdom  and 
past  experience  warns  them  always  to  be  ready. 
Take  for  example  the  kingdom  of  Prussia,  with 
the  immense  front  of  Russia  pressing  on  one  side 
of  her  frontier,  France  looking  over  on  another, 
and  the  German  empire  on  a  third,  her  natural 
attitude  is  that  of  defence,  and  her  only  defence  is 
a  standing  army.  She  must  keep  up  a  strong 
military  force  because  her  neighbors  do  so.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  all  the  ouio'  CtovcHrnments  of 
Europe,  for  in  reality  that  continent  presents  rather 
the  appearances  of  war  than  of  peace.  This  is 
not  our  ease ;  we  hare  no  fears  of  sadden  invasion. 
If  we  pursue  the  true  American  policy,  keeping 
clear  of  all  foreign  entanglements,  we  will  require 
no  standing  armies  to  defend  us  from  invasion. 
But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says  we 
know  not  how  soon  our  foreign  commerce  may  be 
cut  up.  Admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  it 
is  cut  up  to  morrow,  and  I  should  like  to  learn 
from  him  how  he  proposes  to  defend  our  foreign 
commerce  with  a  standing  army.  Our  commerce 
is  on  the  ocean,  and  if  any  enemy  strikes  at  it  tm 
that  element,  how  will  you  reach  him  on  the 
mountain  ware?  Surely  not  with  the  Army, but 
with  our  glorious  little  Navy.    And  hoe,  by 
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the  way,  permit  me  to  obserre,  that  the  Nary  >s 
our  proper  and  only  efficient  defence  aninst  at- 
tacks from  alwoad;  and  I,  for  one,  wilTnot  cod- 
soit  to  touch  even  a  cockboat  of  the  Navy,  if,  by 
doing  80,  we  weaken  the  force  of  that  defence. 
Sir,  whUe  your  soldiers  are  demoralizing  io  camp, 
the  tars  of  the  Navy  are  exercised  on  the  rough 
bosom  of  the  oeeaDi  and  purified  by  the  winds  of 
Heaven. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  hare  already  detained  you 
longer  than  I  could  have  wished,  but,  before  I  sit 
down,  I  must  express  my  dissent  from  some  of  the 
remarks  of  my  coadjutor  and  colleague,  (Mr.  Wil- 
liams.) Although  I  do  not  entirely  agree  with 
the  results  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 

SI  cannot  bjr  any  means  think  of  that  report  as 
itly,  and  with  the  same  feelings,  as  does  my 
eaf^ae.  On  the  eoDtrarr,  it  seems  to  me  that 
his  strictares  were  very  illy  bestowed.  The  re- 
port, in  my  humble  opinion,  is  not  only  highly . 
creditable  to  the  distinguished  gentlemen  that  pro- 
duced it,  but  it  is  the  ablest  defence  of  the  present 
establishment  that  I  have  seen,  or  expect  to  hear 
in  this  House.  As  for  the  lameness  of  any  figures 
of  speech  used  by  the  Secretary  to  illustrate  his 
reasoning,  I  profess  no  skill  in  that  way,  nor  do  I 
think  that  this  floor  is  a  proper  place  for  exhibi- 
tions in  the  art  of  hypercriticism.  Notwithstand- 
ing I  cannot  agree  with  the  opinion  of  the  Secre- 
tary, as  regards  the  proper  organization  of  the 
Peace  Establishment,  I  am  impelled  by  feelings  of 
justice  to  say,  that  his  course,  on  this  occasion,  as 
ID  the  whole  of  his  political  career,  so  far  as  I  am 
capable  of  judging,  nas  been  that  of  the  fearless 
puitician  and  the  enlwhtened  statesman.  How 
does  the  ease  stand?  We  called  upon  him  for  a 
rqkortupon  the  subject  of  reducing  the  Army,  and 
he  has  mnkly  given  us  his  best  Ughts  and  ablest 
views.  Because  We  differ  from  him  in  opinion, 
would  it  be  just  in  him  to  accuse  us  of  motives 
other  than  those  for  the  public  goodi  Because  he 
differs  from  us,  what  right  have  we  to  suspect  his 
motives  to  be  less  pure  than  our  own  ?  Str,  it  is 
uncharitable.  He  cannot  possibly  have  any  selfish 
views ;  the  reduction  of  the  Army  can  neither  take 
from  his  scanty  emoluments  or  lessen  his  honors. 
He  can  have  no  other  feelings  on  the  occasion  than 
those  of  a  public  man.  I  then,  sir,  exU^mely  re- 
gret that  my  worthy  colleague  should  have  be- 
trayed so  much  feeling  in  the  course  of  his  speech. 
Iregretitontwoaccounts:  First,  because  it  iessens 
the  merits  of  the  qieech  itself,  in  other  respects 
rery  able;  and,  secondly,  it  gives  to  the  world, 
always  too  censorious,  some  grounds  to  attribute 
his  eooduet,  on  this  oeeauon,  to  other  motives  than 
those  for  the  public  good- 

Howev^  we  may  differ  from  one  another,  or 
from  the  Executive,  on  any  occasions,  surely  cour- 
tesy, if  nothing  dse,  ^oold  make  us  assign  to 
them  motives  as  pure  and  as  disinterested  as  our 
own. 

When  Mr.  Fisher  concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  some  explana- 
tory remarks,  and  Mr.  Balowin  spoke  at  large 
against  the  biU. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 
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THoaeDAT,  January  11. 

Mr.  LowHOEs  presented  three  memorials  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Missouri  j 
one  pra)[iug  that  the  purchasers  of  poblie  lands  may 
be  permitted  to  apjdy  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  of  their  entries  as  tbie  said  payments  will 
cover  at  two  dt^rs  per  acre,  relinquishing  the 
residue  of  the  land  to  the  United  States ;  another, 
praying  that  persons  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre- 
emption, in  the  purchase  of  public  lands,  may  be 
permitted  to  make  paymmu  for  said  lands  within 
the  times  heretofore  prescribed  by  law,  or  prompt 
payment,  at  the  option  of  the  person  holding  such 
pre-emption  right;  the  other  praying  that  the 
right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  purchase  of  public 
lands,  may  be  extended  to  certain  settlers  therein 
prescribed ;  which  memorials  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquue  into  the  expediency  of  reviv- 
ing and  continuing  in  force,  lor  a  limited  time, 
so  much  of  an  act,  the  pcovisious  of  which  par- 
tially expired  on  the  1st  day  of  November,  1819,  en- 
titled "An  act  rmilating  the  eiuTeney  within  the 
United  States,  of  the  swd  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  ana  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of 
France,  and  five  franc  pieces,"  as  relates  to  the  gold 
coins  of  these  countries ;  and  Mr.  Waitman,  Mr. 
SiLSBEE,  Mr.  Stbebt,  Mr.  Roqebs,  and  Mr. 
LowHOEB,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Tracy  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  readj  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  for  consideration  : 

Raolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  transmit  to  this  Honse  a  lUtement,  lowing  the 
anooot  and  value  of  goods  (estimated  at  cost)  on 
band,  by  the  last  return,  at  the  different  Indian  trad- 
ing houses,  and  at  Uie  depot  in  Oeorgetowa,  desig- 
nating the  amount  at  each  place. 

Mr.  Cobb  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Raohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aftirs  be 
insttaetad  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting 
by  law  the  number  oi  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  to  be  annually  empkrred  in  the  aerviee  of 
the  United  Sutea ;  and  also  into  the  eipediracy  of 
reducing  the  number  now  in  actual  service. 

Re*okxd,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionarj 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  pensions  now  allowed  nnder  the  acta 
of  Congress,  to  certain  peraons  in  the  land  and  naval 
aerviee  of  the  United  States,  on  continental  establish- 
ment, during  the  Bevolutionary  war ;  [so  that  hereaf- 
ter the  pennon  allowed  to  each  officer  shall  be  twelve 
dollars  per  month,  and  to  the  privatea  five  dollars  per 
month.] 

The  first  of  these  resolutions  was  agreed  to  with- 
out a  division. 

The  second  met  with  great  objection ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  Mr.  Cobb  modified  it  so  as  to 
make  Uie  inquiry  general,  by  erasing  the  words  in 
brackets. 

On  the  resolution  thus  modified,  there  were 
ayes  53,  noes  59.  So  the  resolution  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said  that,  as. 
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hf  tlie  notice  givea  yestoday^*  by  a  gentleman 
from  Bfamehosetts,  the  conditwu  was  realized 
upon  which  alone,  aeeordtng  to  his  feraier  deelara- 
uon.he  should  reuainfrom  calling  up  hie  motion, 
be  should  not  repeat  that  call  untu  afler  Monday 
next,  the  day  oamed  by  the  gratleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts for  calling  up  his  resolutiMi. 

Mr.  JicKsoN  submitted  for  eonrideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Reioloed,  Thtt  the  CommitlM  od  the  Pott  Office  snd 
Post  Roads  be  lutraetsd  to  inquire  into  the  expedlsney 
orsuthorixiag  coQtrseton  for  trsoaportiag  the  Uoitsd 
Stctss'  mail  to  fVsak  way-letMn  addrssMd  to  their 
Bail  earrien. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  thereto, 
without  remark,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative 
without  a  diTision. 

BEDDCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  harinff  agtin  resolred  itaelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Military  Peace  Establishment  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Cakhok  said,  the  subject  under  discussion 
was  one  of  great  importance,  as  it  invi^Ted  in  its 
consideration^  either  directly  or  mdirectly,  tlw  pol- 
icy and  principles  of  our  QoTernmenl,  which,  he 
supposed  it  would  be  granted  on  all  sides,  was 
formed  by  the  people  for  their  own  safety  and  ben- 
efit ;  tlwrefore,  it  oerer  could  hare  been  intended 
by  those  engaged  in  its  original  formation,  to  de- 
rate too  high  those  officers  who  were  or  might 
be  at  any  time  engaged  in  its  administration,  its 
armies,  or  any  where  else ;  nor  did  he  beliere  it 
was  intended  to  d^wess  the  people  who  bear  all  its 
bardans  too  low }  and  while  he  thought  a  sufficimt 
CMnpauation  ought  at  all  times  to  be  alloired 
those  we  retain  in  our  emi^oy ment,  we  should  at 
the  same  time  be  guarded  against  paring  them  too 
high.  Either  of  the  extremes  should  be  avoided. 
In  this,  as  in  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature,  there 
is  a  medium  which  it  is  proper  we  should  observe. 

This  Government,  we  must  recdleet,  does  not 
yet  belong  to  those  engaged  in  its  administration, 
or  tbose  employed  in  its  army,  or  any  where  else; 
Bor  ought  it  to  be  administei«d  for  their  exclusive 
benefit,  but  with  a  view  to  the  general  good  of  the 
commanity^  at  large.  When  administered  with 
that  view  it  had  been,  and  he  bad  no  doubt  ever 
Would  continue  to  be  considered  a  great  blesising, 
by  all  who  enjoy  its  benefits.  Yet  should  a  change 
take  place,  and  it  should  be  administered  with  dif- 
ferent views,  to  gratify  the  thirst  for  power  or  am- 
bition of  those  to  whom  power  is  given,  it  may 
assume  a  very  different  cbaraetn  in  the  estimation 
of  the  world. 

He  said  it  would  be  found,  by  reference  to  the 
Constitution,  that,  to  the  different  departments  of 
Ctorernment  it  has  giren  certain  powers,  and  to 


*  This  reference  ia  to  a  notice,  yesterday  given  by 
Mr.  GusTis,  that  on  Monday  next  be  should  move  for 
the  consideration  of  his  resolution  for  the  admiuion 
of  Minonri  into  the  Union,  conditioaally  that  she  ex- 
punge from  her  constitution  the  clause  coQceming  free 
people  of  color. 


Jamuahv,  1681. 


thu  body  certain  powers  also,  which,  if  properiy 
exercised,  would  at  all  times  be  foiud  to  be  nmply 
sufficient  to  control  the  great  measures  pdiey 
of  this  nation ;  and  this  power  be  believed,  it  was 
the  datr  of  the  House  of  Representatives  nMle- 
pndenay  to  exercise.  But  the  question  now  is, 
now  are  we  to  do  this  ?  He  agreed  with  the  geo- 
tlemen  who  opposed  the  redaction  of  the  Amy, 
that,  while  acting  under  this  power,  am(Hi«t  other 
things  it  is  theduty  of  Congress  to  nepare  for  war; 
also,  that  this  preparation  should  be  made  during 
a  state  of  peace.  But  he  difleted  with  them  as  re- 
garda  the  manner  in  which  we  are  to  make  tiiis 
important  and  necessary  preparation.  They  evn- 
lend  that  we  must  prepare  for  war  by  keeping  np 
a  large  regular  army  during  a  state  of  peace.  I 
contend  that  we  should  ^efmre  for  war  by  arm- 
ing, organizing,  and  dinusing  military  acienee 
among  the  great  body  of  the  people— ihemilitin. 

To  which  of  theee  kinds  or  force,  Uieoj  di*U  we 
turn  our  attention  for  safety  and  ^teetmi  i^cn 
war  comes?  For  it  will  be  conceded  on  all  sides 
that  we  are  now  enjoying  a  state  of  profbtind 
peace,  without  the  least  prospect  of  war  from  any 
quarter  whaterer.  Yet,  in  one  way  or  the  other, 
We  must  be  prepared  for  war.  Brtween  the  two 
modes  of  preparation  that  have  been  alluded  to, 
it  seemed  to  him  no  one  with  a  knowledge  of  the 

Erinciples  and  nature  of  our  Government  could 
esitate.  Our  attention  has  been  drawn,  with 
great  force  and  in^nuity,  to  the  regular  Army,  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  report  contains  a 
rely  able  argument  on  this  important  question, 
which  he  would  presently  notice  more  fuUy.  It 
had,  howerer,  fell  very  for  short  of  eoDviacii«him 
that  our  main  reliance  for  defeaee,  in  time  of  war, 
should  be  oh  a  regular  army  In  preference  to  the 
militia.  This  was  a  doctrine  in  wliieh  he  could 
not  be  made  to  beiier&  He,  however,  here  took 
occasion  to  say,  that  no  financial  difficulties  or 
d^eieney  in  the  revenues  of  the  coun^  had,  in 
the  language  of  the  gendeman  from  Cfeo^a,  (Mr. 
Cobb,)  "forced"  him  into  the  opinions  he  noweo- 
tertaiiied  on  this  subject ;  they  were  o^niona  he 
bad  always  entertained,  and  bad  indicated  them 
to  the  House  on  more  than  one  oeeanon  since  the 
termination  of  the  late  war.  The  question  was 
not,  nor  had  it  ever  been  with  him,  how  large  a 
regular  army  can  we  8U[^rt  during  ^ce?  The 
true  question,  he  thought,  was,  what  is  the  ampl- 
est number  of  a  regular  army  that  caja  be  made  to 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  country  in  a  state  of 
peace?  for  we  all  know  that  any  army  that  can 
be  maintained  in  peace  will  not  answer  our  par- 
poses  in  tkne  of  war.  He  thought,  then.  HuX  a 
number  sufficient  to  take  care  of  the  pttblie  arms 
and  miraitions  of  war,  when  deposited  in  as'fiew 
forts  as  was  practicable,  and  convenimt  for  dislri- 
bntion  in  the  event  of  war  taking  place,  was  the 
proper  numba  to  be  retained  in  serriee  in  peac^ 
and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  duty  might  be  per- 
formed by  a  much  smeller  number  than  that  pro- 
posed by  the  ImU  under  discussioQ.  He  thought 
we  had,  in  some  degree,  been  led  into  an  error  by 
the  prosperity  of  the  Treasury  immediately  after 
the  uue  war.   We  have  not  had  a  pn^  regard 
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(ia  fixiD^  the  Military  EstabUsbmcQts  of  onr  coun- 
try, cooetstioff  of  our  Army,  Navy,  and  military 
foTtificattoas)  to  such  times  as  we  now  experience ; 
he  believed  we  oiuht  to  endeavor  to  guaid  agaioat 
fluetuatiooB  in  puuie  opinion,  in  regard  to  those 
eBtaUiahnients.  This,  he  thoaght,  could  be  done 
to  a  c(H»id«able  extent,  by  Umitinc  those  expen- 
dituns  in  the  same  way  w  though  me  monev  ap- 
propriated was  taken  aireetly  from  the  people  by 
taxes. 

Had  this  been  done  heretofore  it  would  have 
prevented  us  from  running  into  many  useless  ex- 
penditures. The  whole  expenses  of  Government, 
e^iecially  duting  j^ce,  should  be  regulated  by  the 
principle  he  bad  just  laid  down ;  then  we  ^ould 
not  be  making  so  manv  chaoges  in  our  policy ; 
for,  as  long  as  the  people  retain  their  attachment 
to  the  Qovemment,  they  will  willingly  contribute 
as  much  as  is  really  and  indispensaofy  neceseary 
for  its  snpp(»t  either  during  a  state  of  peace  or 
war.  It  has  been  contended  thai  we  must  not  re- 
duce the  Army  becauafi  the  situation  of  the  officers 
disbanded  would  be  wone  than  at  present ;  but,  be 
said,  it  must  be  ronnqobeied  that  the  Qofemment 
has  the  right  to  eall  into  its  smice  the  whole  pop- 
ulatioD  or  the  couotry  should  it  become  necessary ; 
it  also  had  the  right  to  dismiss  from  service  wben- 
ev«  it  was  tbol^[]lt  tlut  their  services  could  be 
dispensed  wi^  j  this  was  done  with  privates,  and 
he  could  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  done 
also  with  officers.  Whether  their  condition  will 
be  made  better  or  worse  by  their  being  dismissed 
frem  service,  be  thoi^ht  was  not  a  proper  inquiry ; 
for  his  part,  he  said,  he  would  suppose,  unul  the 
contrary  should  appear,  that  those  who  had  re- 
ceived BO  much  of  the  favor  of  the  Qovnumeut  as 
to  be  made  officers,  and  reteiaed  so  long  on  the 
Peace  Establishment,  possessed  as  much  patriotism 
as  the  commoD  people  of  the  country,  who  had 
never  murmured  at  beiDg  disbanded  from  your  ser- 
vice but  n^jfHced  that  tM  siluatigQ  of  the  oouDtry 
was  s«ok  as  to  reauire  thmr  serviee^DO  loiwer; 
and  such,  he  thoubt,  most  be  the  feelings  ol  the 
p^trioUe  ^cer  oi  the  r^lai  army,  on  wing  dis- 
mimed  from  service ;  he  would,  like  the  honest 
aod  patuolic  eitiscn,  i^oiee  that  the  condition  of 
his  ccwfttry  was  such  as  to  enable  the  Qoverament 
to  di^MUBe  with  bis  xavices ;  though,  should  there 
be  found  soow  to  complain,  yet  we  should  look  to 
the  gratt  interest  of  the  country  ia  preference  to 
the  lew,  or,  indeed,  the  many,  that  are  officers,  or 
holding  appointvients.  In  the  view  he  bad  here 
taken  of  the  subject  of  reducing  the  Army,  he 
begged  leave  to  state  that  his  opinions  were  not  io- 
flueaced  by  any  feelings  or  motives  of  personal 
dislike,  or  personal  favor,  or  partiality,  toward  any 
individual  bdding  a  commission  in  it ;  or  any  in- 
dividual in  any  way  employed  in  the  administra- 
tioo  of  our  Government.  Such  feelings  and  such 
modvee  he  might  elgiin  the  rii^t  to  indulge  in  pri- 
vate lifei  but  he  denied  himsnf  the  right  to  indmge 
or  be  ivnoenced  by  them  in  public  life.  Hevrasuo- 
coBBoioas  of  the  mAumee  of  any  such  feelings  on 
any  part  of  his  course  in  public ;  and  he  hopra  he 
always  shtwdd  remain  so  while  actmg,  not  only  as 
the  wfn—ntatiTe  of  a  past  of  Um  peoplfl  of  the 
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State  he  had  the  honor  to  reside  in,  but  as  the  rep- 
resentative, also,  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States.  He  trusted  his  opinions  had,  at  all  times, 
and  on  alt  subjects,  whetner  correct  or  incorrect, 
been  influenced  higho-  and  better  motives ;  for 
he,  at  least,  endeavored  to  look  while  acting  as 
a  statesman  to  the  happiness  and  proepeiity  of  his 
country ;  and,  while  he  did  not  profess  to  lmi:e  less 
sensibility  in  regard  to  reflections  that  were  mwle 
on  his  public  conduct  than  other  men ;  yet,  nather 
the  hunwrous  play  of  newspaper  scribuers  or  edi- 
tors, their  satire,  nor  the  severest  censure  that  can 
be  vented  by  their  sj^een,  ever  has,  and,  he  hoped, 
never  would,  prevent  him  from  the  attempt,  at 
least,  to  discharge  what  he  might  believe  to  be  his 
dtuy,  on  this  floor  or  elsewhere. 

He  said,  the  sentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Cdth- 
bebt)  had  called  our  attention  to  the  r^rt  of 
the  Secretary  of  War ;  and  says,  thea^uments  con- 
tained in  it  have  not  been  met  or  answered  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Williams,) 
Uiat  the  Secretary  looks  to  a  state  of  war,  while  the 
gentleman  fnnn  North  Can^na  looked  to  a  st^ 
of  peace ;  and  tbegentteman  irom  Maryland,  (Bir. 
Shitb,>  has  told usthat  thlsreport  conlainssonnd 
political  principleB.  [The  genuemut  from  Mary- 
land expwinedr)  He  assured  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  he  felt  no  wish  to  misunderstand  him, 
and  he  was  glad  now  to  find  the  gentleman  and 
htmsdfdid  not  differ  so  widely  as  he  had  supposed 
However,  be  said,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  ex- 
amine some  of  the  doctrines  cmtained  in  the 
report.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  told  us  that, 
"however  remote  our  situation  from  the  great 
'  Powers  of  the  world,  and  however  pacific  our 
'  policy,  we  are,  notwithstandiuf^,  liable  to  be  iu- 
'  volvedin  war;  and  to  resist,  withsneeess,  itsca- 
'  lamitiesand  dangers,  a  standing  army  in  peace,in 
'  the  present  improved  stateof  the  military  science, 

*  is  an  indispensable  [veparatton.   The  opposite 

*  opinion  cannot  beadopted  without  putting  to  has- 
'  ard  the  independence  and  safe^  of  theconntry." 
Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  would  be  as  fin  from  domg 
any  thing  that  would  put  to  hazard  the  indepesdenee 
of  my  couDtry  as  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  as  any 
other  individual  in  the  community,  but,  that  a 
standing  army  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
safely  of  the  country,  I  cannot  agree.  At  the  same 
time  1  am  willing  to  retain  as  much  of  this  army, 
in  time  of  peace, as  is  necessary  to  occupy  as  many 
of  our  forts  or  garrisons  as  may  be  necessary  to 
take  care  of  our  public  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 
But  I  would  not  look  to  this  army  to  preserve  the 
independence  of  our  country;  for  this,  sir,  I  shall 
look  to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  the  militia. 
I  consider  this  to  be  the  only  safe  reliance  for  the 
preserving  of  our  libmies.  A^n,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  speaking  of  the  organization  of  the  army, 
&c.,  has  told  us,  "  it  is  thus  only  that  we  can  be 
'  in  a  condition  to  meet  the  first  shocks  of  hostilities 
'  withunyieldingfiramess,andtopresBoaanenemy 
'  while  our  resources  are  yet  unexhausted."  He 
thought  the  ezperioice  of  the  late  war  had  proved 
that  a  regular  army  could  not  be  so  fully  relied 
on  in  the  first  ontset  of  a  war ;  for,  ia  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  war  this  kmd  of  ibm  had 
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been  relied  on  to  no  good  purpose.  We  were  not 
successful  until  the  citizens  of  the  country  were 
called  into  action.  We  are  also  told,  from  the 
same  scarce,  that,  "  to  give  to  the  officers  of  the 
'  annj  the  necesrary  skill  and  Bcaairements.  the 

*  Mihtarv  Academy  is  an  invalaaole  part  of  our 
'  estaUisnment;  but thatalone  will beinadequate." 
The  conclusion  of  this  sentence  I  have  no  doubt 
is  correcL  It  will  be  inadequate  to  fill  your  army 
with  military  science.  I  am,  however,  opposed  to 
maintaining  this  Military  Academy  at  public  ex- 
pense, because  it  i.*  repugnant  to  everjr  principle  of 
equality,  and  fixes  a  system  of  favoritism  contrary 
to  the  principle  of  a  free  Government  He  sbou  Id 
not,  however,  discuss  the  merits  of  this  institution 
DOW,  as  he  intended  to  say  more  about  it  at  some 
future  time.  Again,  we  are  told  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  that  "  the  number  of  resignations  has  been 
'  very  great,  of  which,  many  are  amon^  the  most 

*  valuaue  officers.  Should  the  number  of  Gene- 
'  rals  be  reduced,  the  motive  for  entering  or  con- 
'  tinning  in  service  most  also  be  greatly  reduced : 
'  for,  like  the  high  prizes  in  alotlerv,  though  they  can 
'  be  obtained  by  a  few  only,  yet  tncy  operate  on  all 
'  those  who  adventure."  Here  it  seems  to  be  rather 
admitted  that  it  is  not  patriotism  that  retains  these 
officers  in  your  service,  but  rather  the  hope  and 
iwospectof  future  promotion.  Again,  wearetold, 
that  "no  Government  can,  in  the  present  improved 
'  state  of  military  science,  neglect  with  impunity 
'  to  instruct  a  sufficient  number  of  its  citizens  in 
'  a  science  indiftpensable  to  its  independence  and 
'  safety."  It  seems,  said  Mr.  C,  from  the  whole 
of  this  report,  that  our  attention  is  directed  to  the 
r^ular  army  for  the  safety  of  our  independence 
and  the  protection  of  our  liberties.  He  said,  for 
hit  own  part,  he  could  not  hcdd  with  such  doc- 
trine, let  It  come  from  whatever  quarter  it  might ; 
hut  when  such  doctrines  were  urged  upon  the 
House  from  such  a  source,  and  with  so  much  force 
and  ability,  he  confessed  he  alomst  felt  alarmed 
for  the  liberties  of  hiseountry.  We  must  not  make 
the  n|^r  Army  onr  pnncipal  reliance.  Our 
Array  and  Navy,  with  all  our  extensive  fortifica- 
tions, cannot  be  relied  on. 

It  is  the  great  body  of  the  American  people,  the 
militia,  you  must  and  ought  to  rely  on,  and  it  is 
to  them  you  should  extend  this  military  science 
that  is  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War ;  it 
is  to  them  we  must  look  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and 
it  is  to  them  we  should  now  turn  our  attention,  in 
time  of  peace,  to  relieve  them  from  unnecessary 
burdens,  and  teach  them  this  necessary  science 
of  war ;  for,  so  long  as  the  Government  shall  lean 
on  any  regular  army  that  may  be  kept  in  peace, 
for  safety  and  protection  in  war,  they  will  be  lean- 
ing on  a  broken  staff.  The  stren|[th  of  onr  nation, 
as  I  have  said  on  a  former  occasion,  and  will  re- 
peat again,  is  in  the  ereat  body  of  the  people,  and 
their  attachment  to  the  Oorernment ;  and  he  had 
no  doubt  it  would  be  found  that,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  our  attention  is  drawn  to  the  improve- 
ment of  a  regular  army,  as  a  means  of  defence,  in 
the  same  proportion  will  the  militia  and  their  im- 
provement be  neglected. 

fidr.  C.  said  he  was  glad  to  find  that  gentle- 
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man  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  was  now  wil- 
ling to  dispense  with  the  recruiting  service,  though 
he  much  regretted  that  that  gentleman  had  not 
consented  to  put  a  stop  to  this  useless  expenditure  of 
public  money  sooner.  During  the  last  session  he 
nad  endeavored  to  put  a  stop  to  the  business  of 
recruiting.  It  would  be  recollected  by  the  House 
he  had  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  of  the  appro- 
priation bill  the  $21,000  that  were  appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  and  be  had  no  doubt,  if  oe  had 
been  supported  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
he  would  have  succeeded  in  preventing  not  only 
the  expenditure  of  this  amount  of  $21,000,  but  a 
much  larger  amount,  which  he  found  had  been 
expended  in  that  way.  He  believed  an  amountof 
more  than  $60,000  had  been  expended,  during  the 
last  year,  in  the  recruiting  service.  This  whole 
amount  would  have  been  saved^  provided  the 
House  had  refused  any  amiropriation. 

The  gentleman  from  Ma^land,  he  said,  had 
told  us  tnat  he  is  in  favor  of  economy,  so  far  as 
we  can  go  without  endangering  the  [uUie  safietjr. 
For  his  part,  he  said,  he  could  hardly  see  how  the 
public  safety  could  be  endangered  by  economy, 
though  he  thought  it  might  be  endangered  by  a 
useless  and  extravagant  expenditure  of  the  nulujc 
money.  The  same  gentleman  had  also  arawn 
our  attention  again  to  the  Military  Academy,  from 
which  he  seems  to  think  great  benefits  will  result 
to  us.  He  says  it  is  there  that  military  science  is 
taught  and  diffused  throughout  the  army,  and, 
also,  to  the  militia.  As  respects  the  army,  ne  said, 
it  was  possible  it  might  derive  some  benefit  from 
this  institution ;  but,  as  respected  the  militia,  he 
believed  very  little  science  was  diffused  amongst 
them  from  this  Academy.  If  a  plan  was  proposed, 
be  said,  to  teach  militaryscienceto  the  militia,  he 
would  eive  it  his  support ;  but  im  institution  like 
the  Military  Academy,  on  which  we  are  expend- 
ing every  year  large  sums  of  money  to  give  an 
education  to  a  favorite  few,  privileged  and  se~ 
lected  youn^  men  of  wealthy  families,  he  could 
not  support.  What  are  we  doing  by  this  institti- 
tion  but  creating  a  privileged  order,  who  are  to 
take  commands  in  your  armies,  to  tne  exclusion 
of  all  others,  no  matter  what  their  merits  may  be  ? 
Sir,  said  be,  it  is  an  aristocracy  of  the  rankest 
order,  and  he  called  on  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, and  all  others  who  are  the  advocates  of  this 
institution,  to  show  wherein  it  is  not  so.  He  said 
he  was  not  opposed  to  military  scirace,  or  any 
other  useful  science,  but  he  was  opposed  to  teach- 
ing a  few  favorites  at  the  expense  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  Nor  did  he  bdieve  tnts  insti- 
tution added  much  to  the  genoral  science  of  the 
counaj.  Indeed,  he  believed  none  was  gained 
by  it,  for  be  had  no  doubt  those  that  were  receiv- 
ing educations  there  were,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
the  SODS  of  men  able  to  educate  them  at  other  in- 
stimtions,  and  would  do  so  if  deprived  of  this 
institution,  in  which  it  not  only  costs  them  not- 
ing, hut  gives  them  a  larffe  bounty  to  receive  it. 
They  are  paid  sixteen  doturs  per  month,  and  al- 
lowed two  rations  per  day,  which  makes  it  nearly 
equal  to  thirty  dollars  per  month,  which  you  are 
paying  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
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to  the  boys  of  rich  men,  who  may  happeo  to  be 
farorites  of  the  Executive  or  Secretary  of  War. 
Is  it  not  better,  he  asked,  is  it  not  more  just,  is  it 
not  more  consistent  with  the  principles  of  this 
Gtoremment,  that  this  money  should  be  appro- 
priated to  the  instruction  of  your  militia  officers,  I 
and  thereby  diffuse  this  military  science  among 
the  people  generally,  instead  of  cooiintQg  it  to  a 
few  peculiar  faTorites  in  this  way  1  He  thought 
none  who  could  feel  exempt  from  partiality  could 
hesitate  to  say  it  was. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  in 
the  course  of  the  ai^meul  he  had  made  against 
the  leduction  of  the  army,  has  said  that  the  worst 
that  can  happen,  in  the  event  we  do  not  reduce 
the  army,  is,  that  "  we  cannot  discharge  as  much 
of  the  public  debt  as  we  otherwise  could."  Now, 
sir,  said  Mr.  C,  although  I  view  a  public  debt  as 
one  of  the  greatest  evils  in  any  country,  and  al- 
though X  believe  it  is  the  true  policy  of  this  coun- 
try to  pay  off  this  public  debt,  and  get  rid  of  it,  in 
these  times  of  peace,  in  the  snortesi  possible  time, 
yet  I  believe  there  are  other  consequences  that 
may  result  from  a  failure  to  reduce  the  army  still 
worae^  and  more  to  be  deprecated.  He  meant  the 
estebluhment  of  the  doctrines  which  had  been 
urged  with  so  mneh  zeal  (by  the  genttonan  from 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  geotleman  from 
South  Carolina,  Mr.  SiMKiite,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Oeo^ia,  Mr.  CirrBBERT,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Viigioia,)  in  favor  of  a  regular  army 
as  the  principal  reliance  of  this  country  in  time  of 
war.  He  said  he  regretted  to  have  seen  these 
doctrioes  gaining  ground  in  this  country  for  years 
past.  They  have  inched  along,  a  little  at  a  time, 
to  avoid  bemg  noticed,  until  they  have  arrived,  as 
it  were,  at  the  line  which  the  gentlemen  he  had 
alluded  to  seem  to  have  overleaped,  and  think 
themselves  safely  landed  on  the  other  side,  in 
this  way  the  same  doctrines  have  been  imposed 
on  the  people  of  other  countries,  and  in  other 
QoverDments;  but  he  hoped  the  people  of  the 
United  States  had  too  much  regard  for  their  lib- 
erties to  intmst  their  defence  to  any  regular  army. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Shtth)  thinks 
an  important  question  is  stirred,  and  one  which 
he  thought  bad  long  since  been  settled,  "  that  mili- 
tia would  not  answer  the  purposes  of  war."  I  ad- 
mit this  is  an  important  question ;  but  I  will  not 
admit  that  it  has  yet  been  settled  in  the  way  that 
it  has  been  supposed  to  be  settled  by  the  genlleman 
from  Virginia,  and  he  hoped  the  time  was  far  dis- 
tant when  it  should  be  settled  in  that  way.  In- 
deed, he  hoped  that  decision  never  would  be  made, 
and,  if  maae  in  this  House,  never  would  be  saoc- 
tioned  by  the  people  of  this  country.  The  gentle- 
man had  asked  us,  if  we  can  intrust  the  defence 
of  the  country  to  the  militia  ?  I  answer  him  in 
the  affirmative.  I  know  no  other  defence  that  can 
safely  be  relied  on  in  this  Ooremment ;  they  are 
our  great  bulwa^  of  safety  in  time  of  war,  in  the 
hour  of  danger.  They  have  proved  themsdves, 
on  all  occasions,  to  be  the  safest  and  surest  relir 
ance  for  the  defence  of  our  Constitution,  and  the 
tibeiiies  that  are  enjoyed  under  it.  The  gentle- 
man  from  Virginia  has  said  the  regulars  are  "  wiU 
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ling,  disciplined  men,  and  the  militia  unwilling 
and  undisciplined  men."  Tfaishewould  presently 
notice.  He  had  also  said,  "  the  militia,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  had  endangered  the  liberties 
of  ibe  country;"  but  that  part  of  the  gentleoian's 
argument  he  would  not  notice,  for  he  considered 
it  fully  and  ably  answered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Edbtis.)  Although  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  been  plrased  to  say  he 
had  as  much  or  more  confidence  iii  the  militia  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  that  of  any  other  State, 
yet  bis  remarks  bad  reflected  rather  severely  on 
the  character  of  a  large  part  of  the  people  of  that 
State.  To  this  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  a 
reply.  The  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  book 
he  held  in  his  hand  as  authority  to  show  the  "  re- 

*  volt  of  the  militia  of  Tennessee  and  volunteers 
'  of  Coffee's  brigade,  returning  as  deserters,  com- 
'  mitting  depredations  in  thecountry  through  which 
<  they  passed,  and  discouraging  others  from  enlcr- 

*  iuff  toe  service." 

Mr.  C.  said  he  begged  leave  distinctly  to  state 
to  that  geotleman,  and  to  the  House,  that  the 
book  re»rred  to  (the  Life  of  General  Jackson) 
was  not  ^d  authority  on  this  subject  with  bim ; 
he  was  himsdf  in  the  service  at  that  tim^  and 
under  General  Cofiee,  as  wen  also  two  of  his  col- 
leagties,  and  he  thought  he  had  some  knovriedge 
of  what  took  place  during  the  time  referred  to  by 
the  raitleman  from  Virginia.  He  said  be  knew 
aU  the  facts  were  not  recorded  in  the  book.  It 

Stve  a  very  partial  history  of  that  part  of  the 
reek  war.  ft  was  true,  he  said,  that  difficulties 
had  occurred  during  the  first  campaign  of  this 
war,  between  the  commanding  General  and  some 
of  the  different  corps ;  but  at  least  some  of  the 
difficulties  were  produced  by  the  conduct  of  the 
commandinff  General  himself,  by  attempting  to 
force  Uiem  to  serve  longer  than  the  period  for 
which  they  bad  engag»I.  This  attempt,  he  said, 
was  resisted  by  the  v^unteers,  who  demanded  to 
be  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  for 
which  ^ey  had  eiigBged,  which  discharge  was 
refused  them,  and  threats  made  to  tbem  of  being 
published  as  having  disgracefully  left  the  service, 
in  order  to  force  them  to  continue  longer;  and  the 
result  was  what  might  always  be  expected  from 
freemen  acting  under  such  drcumstancei.  They 
resisted  the  despotic  power  attempted  to  be  exercised 
over  tbem,  and  did  leave  the  service  without  the 
consent  or  discharge  of  the  commanding  General, 
who, under  that  state  of  feeling  produced  by  being 
disappointed  in  the  attempt  to  force  them  beyond 
theperiod  they  had  engaged  to  9erve,  had  the  docu- 
ment published  which  had  been  read  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (in  one  of  the  newspapers 
of  Nashville,  perhaps  the  Whig.)  But,  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  had  himself  (as  the  commanding  officer 
of  Uie  regiment  of  volunteer  mounted  riflemen 
which  was  a  part  of  Qener^  Coflee's  brigade) 
felt  it  to  be  hu  duty  to  reply  to  the  puUication 
alluded  to,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  regiment 
he  had  commanded,  and  baiL  in  the  same  news- 
paper, contradicted  and  refuted  the  aspersions 
that  were  thus  attempted  to  be  thrown  on  what 
he  considered  to  be  a  meritorious,  patriotic,  and 
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highly  reapectaUe  elaas  of  the  people  of  Teonec- 
see.  To  which  publicatioii  no  reply  wu  ever 
made  in  any  public  paper  vhaterer,  aa  he  knew 
of  or  belieTed. 

He  raid,  this  part  of  the  volunteers  of  Tennes- 
see were  not  ordered  into  service  by  the  Gorernw 
of  the  State,  General  Jaekion,  or  anybody  rise } 
they  bad  precipitated  tbemsdves  into  the  serriee 
on  the  spur  of  an  occasion,  on  hearing  of  the  hor- 
rid massacre  at  Fort  Mims ;  and  had  furnished  and 
equipped  themsclTes,  marched  into  the  Indian 
country,  and  after  destroying  one  of  the  enemy's 
towns,  formed  a  junction  with  the  army  under  the 
command  of  General  Jackson.  When  these  troops, 
who  had  thns  entered  the  service  with  an  express 
sti|Hilatioii  to  serve  not  exceeding  three  months, 
were  organized  into  a  regiment,  and  foogbt  in  the 
first  battle  at  Tallasacfaee,  under  the  command  of 
General  Coffee,  where  a  most  decisive  victory  was 
obtained  over  uie  enemy ;  an  event  which  he  had 
no  doubt  had  great  influence  on  the  whole  army, 
and  tended  as  much  towards  the  elevation  of  Ten- 
nessee towards  military  fame  as  any  other  that 
had  taken  jdaee  daring  the  whole  war.  They  had 
again  fought  in  the  scemd  battle  of  Talledega, 
whore  the  conAiet  was  opially  severe,  of  much 
longer  duratitm,  and  the  victory  equally  decisive ; 
in  wbieb,  it  is  known  by  those  who  shared  the 
dangers  of  that  day,  they  acted  a  most  conspic- 
uous part  Although  it  does  not  appear  in  this 
history,  vrtiich  has  Men  referred  to,  and  although 
be  dicf  not  bold  it  as  good  authority,  be  would  read 
from  it  a  jnrt  of  the  letters  of  General  Jackson 
written  in  rdation  to  those  two  battles.  [Which 
he  read.]  He  thought  it  was  fair  to  meet  the  gen- 
tleman trom  Virginia  with  the  same  kind  otau- 
tbority  he  had  used. 

In  the  letters  he  had  just  read,  General  Jackfton 
had  spoken  in  hie h  terms  of  the  conduct  of  these 
Tolnnteers,  who  he  aAerwards  reflected  on  so  un- 
justly. They  bad  encountered  hardships,  difficul- 
ties, and  daosers,  that  are  unpleasant  to  think  of, 
and  be  womd  not  attempt  a  relation  of  tbem. 
They  had  rendered  services  to  their  country,  which 
yen  nave  some  reason  to  believe  are  duly  appre- 
ciated by  those  persons  who  are  best  acquainted 
with  them.  He  regretted  that  the  remarks  and 
references  of  the  genUeman  from  Viigioia  (Mr. 
Shttr)  had  made  it  his  duty  to  say  thns  much 
in  defence  of  this  meritorious  and  respectable  part 
of  his  fellow-citizens. 

He  said  be  would  next  proceed  to  notice  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Viisinia  respect- 
ing the  militia  generally  duriw  the  late  war. 
The  gentleman  thinks  he  has  sEown,  fiom  high 
audiority,  that  no  reliance  whatever  can  be  {daced 
on  them.  Butj  Mr.  C.  said,  he  thought  he  could 
^w,  from  equally  as  high  authonty,  that  the 
utmost  reliance  could  be  placed  in  tbem  when 
engaged  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  that 
they  were  equally  as  much  entitled  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  nation  as  r^lar  troops  were,  if  not 
more  so.  In  order  to  show  this,  be  would  call  the 
attmtion  of  the  Committee  to  the  conduct  of  the 
ndlitia  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Brie^  by  leCening 
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to  Oeocnl  Gaines's  official  di^teh,  dated  Fort 
Erie,  August,  1614.  He  says: 

"Brigadier  Oeneril  Porter,  eomnunfing  ^  New 
Yurfc  and  Feoiisylvania  volooteers,  maaiftsted  a  dagree 
of  vigilance  and  juilgmcnt  in  his  preparatory  trrange- 
meats,  as  well  military  skiU  and  conrage  in  action, 
which  proves  him  to  ba  worthy  the  confidence  of  his 
country  and  the  bnve  volunteerit  who  fought  ander 
bim.  Of  the  voluntesrs,  Captain*  Bongbton  and 
Harding,  with  tbeir  detaebments,  p<wted  on  tho  right, 
and  attached  to  the  line  commanded  by  Captain  E. 
Foster  of  the  veteran  9th  infantry,  bandsonely  contri- 
boied  to  the  repolae  of  tb«  left  eoliunn  of  the  enemy 
under  Colonel  Scott.*' 

Here,  said  Mr.  C,  we  have  the  best  authority 
that  the  militia  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
do  not  deserve  ibe  character  which  has  been  given 
to  this  species  of  force  by  the  gwllenun  from  Vir^ 
ginia.  But  let  us  see  what  has  been  said  of  them 
on  other  occasions.  I  will  next  see  bow  they 
acted  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Meigs.  In  the  am- 
cial  despatch  of  General  Harrison,  dated  at  Lower 
Sandusky,  May  13, 1813,  be  says: 

"  That  American  r^ukra,  although  tb«y  wen  raw 
recrnita,  and  such  man  as  compose  the  PiUaboig, 
PeonsylvaDia,  and  Petersburg,  Virginia,  volunteers, 
should  behave  well,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  but, 
that  a  company  of  militia  sboaU  maintain  tu  ground 
against  lour  timea  ita  numbers,  aa  did  Captain  8d>re*s, 
of  Kentucky,  is  truly  astonisbiog.  These  brave  fel- 
lows were  at  length,  however,  entirety  sumrauded 
by  Indians^  and  would  have  been  entirely  cut  off, 
but  for  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Gwynoe  of  the 
19th  regiment,  who,  with  part  of  Capuia  Elliotts 
oompaoy,  charged  the  enemy  and  releaaed  the  Keu- 
tuckiana." 

Hem  said  Mr.  C,  we  have  evidence  again  from 
the  hi^est  autbority,  testifying  to  the  gallantry 
and  good  conduet  of  these  "  uQwilliug  and  undis- 
ciplined" militia,  who  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia thinks  cannot  be  trusted.  But  I  will  not  stop 
here;  I  will  call  the  gentleman's  attention  to 
another  official  dispatch  from  the  same  officer, 
dated  Camp  Meigs,  the  9tb  of  May,  1813,  where, 
in  speaking  of  the  defence  of  Fort  Mei^  again, 
he  says : 

nie  two  actieni  on  this  nde  the  river  on  the  Sih, 
wmre  infinitely  more  important  *ad  more  honorable 
to  oar  arm*  than  I  bad  at  first  conceived.  In  the  sor- 
tie made  upon  tbe  left  flank,  Captain  Waring'a  eo ni- 
pt ny  of  tbe  19th  regiment,  a  detachnant  chT  twelve 
mentbs'  volnnleera  under  Major  Alexander,  and  three 
eomparuea  of  Kentucky  militia  under  Colonal  Boa* 
well,  defeated  at  least  double  the  onmber  of  Indians 
and  Britiah  militia." 

Aikd  a^n,  in  General  Harrison's  general  order, 
dated  at  Fort  Meigs,  9tb  of  May,  1812,  be  says : 

"M^n  Ball  of  the  dragooos,  Lodwick,  and  Major 
Ritser  of  the  Ohio  miliUa,  and  Major  JcriiDsoo,  of  the 
Keotncky  militia,  rendered  the  moat  important  aer- 
vieen.  To  aaeh  of  the  above  gentfemen,  as  weH  aa  to 
each  captain,  mbalteni,  noD<commisaianed  officer  and 
private  of  ibeir  remiective  comraaada.  the  General 
gives  bis  tbanka  and  expreaaea  bis  warraeat  approba- 
tion. To  (JoImwI  Boswell  and  Major  Fletdtsr,  for 
their  gallantry  aod  good  conduct  in  leading  then  in 
tbe  cfaarga  made  on  tfaa  enemy,  and  to  Gaptaiaa  Dod- 
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ffiBmon,  and  Metdlf,  the  rabtltcnia,  non-oom- 
miMoiMd  offieen,  uid  priTtte*,  for  the  duttngaished 
▼elor  with  which  they  defrated  the  enemy.  The  Gen- 
erel  hu  in  the  order  of  the  6tb  instant  eipreued  hie 
senee  of  the  condact  of  tiie  regalu  troope  ead  volan- 
teera  which  were  engaged  io  the  eortiee  on  the  lefl 
fltnkt  but  he  omitted  to  mention  Captain  Sebre's 
oompenjr  of  Kentoekj  militiBf  wboea  galbntiy  was 
not  earpaflMd  by  that  of  any  of  the  compiiniM  which 
fonght  by  their  lide.  The  Pittabarg  Blues,  led  by 
Lieateoant  McGee,  in  the  illness  of  their  gallant  Cap- 
tain, eattained  the  reputation  which  they  had  acquired 
at  MessissBDcey.  The  Petersburg  Totunteers  and 
Lieotenant  Dram's  detachment  discovered  equal  in- 
trepidity." 

Again,  in  the  same,  he  says: 

"  It  rarely  occurs  that  a  General  has  to  complain  of 
the  excessive  ardor  of  hia  men,  yet  auch  appears  always 
lo  be  the  caae,  whenever  the  Keatudty  raiUtia  are 
engaged ;  it  ia  indeed  the  aonree  of  all  their  misfoi^ 
tunea ;  they  appear  to  think  that  valor  alone  can  ac* 
eomplish  any  uiing.  The  General  ia  led  to  mike  this 
remark,  from  the  conduct  of  Captain  Dudley's  com- 
pany, of  the   regiment,  as  he  has  understood  that 

that  gallant  officer  was  obliged  to  turn  hia  eapontoon 
agaioat  hia  own  company,  to  oblige  them  to  deeiat 
from  the  farther  pnrsnit  of  the  enemy,  in  compliance 
wiUi  an  order  from  the  General." 

Mr.  C.  said,  this  was  farther  eTidenee  of  the 
good  coadact,  valor^and  iotrepiditjri  of  the  militia, 
Ee  thought,  sofficieiit  to  contradict  the  assertion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  they  were 
uaawilung,.  undiscifilined,  and  no  dependence 
ought  to  be  placed  in  them."  He  thought  the 
conduct  of  the  militia  generally,  during  the  late 
war,  had  entitled  them  to  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  country,  and  had  by  no  means  de- 
served the  very  severe  refleciiona  of  that  gentle- 
man. That  they  had  sometimes  tiad  to  encounter 
misfortUDO,  was  true,  but  eren  under  those  un- 
pleasant circumstances,  it  would  be  found  they 
nave  borne  them  with  a  patience  and  fortitude  be- 
coming a  patriot,  and  one  who  feels  the  strongeitt 
attachment  to  the  principles  of  our  free  Govern- 
ment ;  as  evidence  of  this,  he  would  refer  to  the 
composure  and  p>od  order  of  the  Kentucky  mili- 
tia, after  Winchester's  defeat,  on  their  return  home. 
The  hiitortan  says : 

"  Theee  men  are  of  the  fint  rsspaetability  and  intel- 
ligence, the  Sower  of  Kentucky,  and  Ibey  lefieet  the 
highest  honor  on  the  State  from  which  they  come  and 
on  their  country.  The  easy  gracefulness  of  manner, 
the  manly  independence  of  sentiment,  the  ardent  love 
of  country  whuh  they  have  displayed  under  all  the 
reverses  of  fortune,  entide  them  to  the  first  place  in 
the  heart!  of  ttieir  countrymen.  Notwithsunding  the 
unparaKeled  fttigoes  they  have  undergone  in  a  dreary 
wiueraea^  the  dangers  to  which  they  have  been 
expand,  and  the  nunerons  privations  they  have  auf* 
Jbrad,  ettU  their  noble  spirits  are  unbroken,  not  a  mur- 
mnr  has  escaped  their  lips,  no  imbecile  apprehenaions 
are  entertained  by  them  for  the  safety  of  their  bre- 
thren in  arms,  but  their  honest  hearte  spring  forward 
with  elastic  hope,  that  their  wrongs  will  be  avenged, 
and  that  the  day  of  retribution  ia  at  hand." 

These  are  nothing  but  the  eommou  feelings  and 
sentiments  of  a  freeman  and  a  patriot,  and  he 
would  ny  a  militiaman  too,  while  mim  the  ie> 
16tfa  QOM.  2d  Sem^-ST 
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verses  and  misfortunes  of  defeat.  Dangers  are 
met  by  them  willingly,  and  misfortune  borne  with 
composure,  while  thus  engaged  in  the  defence  of 
their  own  rights  and  their  own  liberties.  Me  said 
he  could  not  leave  this  part  of  the  subject  without 
remindiog  tbe  Committee  of  the  very  important 
services  that  had  been  rendered  by  the  miUtta  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  the  battle  of  tbe  Thames, 
when  ted  by  the  patriotic  Shelby  and  tbe  gallant 
Johnson.  They  obtained  a  victory  of  not  much 
less  importance  than  any  other  gained  during  the 
whole  war.  Here,  again,  he  wgged  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  to  recollect  that  the  militia 
had  put  the  most  reteran  rMfular  forces  of  our 
enemy  to  flight.  Six  hundred  and  nine  regulars 
were  made  prisoners  in  this  battle ;  also,  two  col- 
onels, four  majors,  and  seventeen  offieen  of  the 
lia&  with  twelve  pieces  of  cannon  and  sue  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms.  We  have  had  another  de- 
monstration of  tbe  efficiency  of  the  mflitia.  of 
what  freemen  will  do  when  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties are  assailed.  Indeed,  their  conduct,  during 
the  late  war,  has  shed  an  imperi^Ue  glory  on 
the  military  character  of  our  nation. 

He  would  next  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  services  rendered  by  tbe  militia,  in 
tbe  defence  of  Baltimore,  on  the  approach  of  tbe 
enemy.  The  historian  tells  us,  here  they  were 
met  Dv  General  Strieker,  with  his  entire  Balti- 
more brigade;  except  that  he  had  only  one  com- 
pany of  tne  regiment  of  artillery.  Again,  he  says, 
the  men  look  ddiberate  aim,  and  the  carnage  was 
great ;  the  invincibles  dodging  to  the  ground  and 
crawling  in  a  bending  posture  to  avoid  the  militia, 
the  men  they  were  taught  so  much  to  deroise. 
Again,  he  saj^s,  Major  Oenoal  Rosa,  who  dia  not 
care  if  it  rained  militia,  the  incendiary  of  the 
Capitol,  raid  the  forfeit  of  that  act  by  hts  death. 
He  was  killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  two  or  three  otber 
officers  high  in  command  met  the  same  fate. 
And,  again,  we  are  told  by  the  same  historian^ 
that  "never  was  the  mortification  of  an  invader 
'  more  complete  than  that  of  our  enemy.  Beaten 
'  by  militia  and  defeated  by  tbe  fort,  he  went  away 
'  in  the  worst  possible  humor,  and  a  total  loss  that 
'  may  amount  to  not  less  than  eight  hundred 
'  men." 

He  would  also  b^  leave  to  refer  the  Committee 
to  the  official  despatch  of  his  friend  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  Smith,)  wh<^  mueh  to  hi*  honor  had 
acted  so  eonspicuooB  a  plirt  in  the  a&irs  of^  that 
day,  in  order  to  show  tut  the  militia  of  the  East 
have  also  done  their  duty,  and  have  been  an  effi- 
cient force  when  it  became  necessary  to  defend 
the  country.  In  the  official  despatch  of  Qeneral 
Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Headquar^ 
ters,  Baltimore,  September  19, 1814,  he  says: 

"  General  Strieker  gallantly  maintained  bii  ground 
against  a  great  superiority  of  numbers  during  the 
space  of  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  when  the  regi- 
ment OD  his  left  [the  Slst)  giving  way,  be  was  under 
the  necessity  of  retiring  to  the  ground  in  bis  rear, 
where  he  had  stationed  one  regiment  as  a  reserve. 
He  herafiMued  bu  brigade;  but  iht  enemy  not  think- 
ing it  advisabk  to  porsoe,  be,  in  conpliaBca  with 
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firarioiu  krrtDgamenti,  fell  back,  and  took  post  on  the 
eft  of  my  intrenchmentB  and  half  a  mile  in  adraocc 
of  them.  In  tbia  affair  the  citizen  aoldiera  of  Balti- 
more (with  the  exception  of  the  61it  regiment)  have 
maintained  the  reputation  they  to  deaervedlj  acquired 
at  Bladenabarg,  and  their  brave  and  skilful  leader  hat 
confirmed  the  coofideaco  which  wa  bad  alt  ao  jnatly 
pUecd  in  him.  I  take  the  liberty  of  reArriog  jou  to 
hit  letter  for  the  more  particalar  mention  of  the  in- 
dividnala,  who,  new  to  inrfare,  have  shown  the  cool- 
neaa  and  Talor  of  veterans,  and  who,  by  their  conduct 
on  this  occasion,  have  given  their  country  and  their 
city  an  assurance  of  what  may  be  expected  from  them 
when  their  serTieea  are  again  required.  I  cannot  dis- 
miss the  snbject  without  expressing  the  heartfelt  satis- 
facUm  I  experience  in  thus  bearing  testimony  to  the 
couiago  aDd  ^ood  condaet  of  my  Mlow-townamen." 

Mi,  C.  Bud,  the  authority  here  given  was  the 
h^ert  that  could  be  giren,  and  would  not  be 
doubted  by  any,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
militia  of  BaUunore  and  Maryland  have  been 
competent  to  their  own  defence  against  a  regular 
force^  and  proves,  beyond  doubt,  that  militia  are 
not  that  "  unwilling  and  undisciplined"  kind  of 
force  that  the  gent^man  from  Virginia  seems  to 
suppose.  He  said  he  had  intended  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  number  of  other 
official  statements,  all  going  to  place,  not  only  the 
militia  of  Baltimore  city  and  Maryland  on  high 
ground^  but  also  the  militia  of  PennsylTania  and 
Virgima  equally  so.  But  he  found,  oy  doing  so, 
be  should  consume  too  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Committee,  and  be  thought  he  bad  already  pro- 
duced sufficient  evidence  to  vindicate  the  coar- 
acter  of  the  militia  of  the  East  and  North  against 
what  he  considered  the  muust  rqntnehes  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vixginla.  He  would  next  inquire 
bow  far  the  gentleman's  description  of  the  char- 
acter  of  the  militia  would  apply  to  the  people  of 
the  West  and  South,  and  see  whether  they  were 
there  drageed  into  the  service,  "unwilling  and  un- 
discipliaeo."  What,  he  said,  was  the  history  of 
that  country  during  this  trying  period  7  Why, 
sir^  we  are  told  by  the  historian  (3d  vol  NUes's 
Weekly  Roister,  page  300)  that  a  requisition  on 
the  State  ofTennessee  for  her  quota  ol^  troops  bad 
been  made  from  the  War  Department  for  the  pro- 
tection and  defence  of  the  Southern  frontier. 
The  distance  of  the  point  to  which  they  could  be 
led.  even  under  tbedestructivedoctrines  preached, 
(of  not  going  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United 
States'  territory,)  was  not  less  than  IfiOO  miles  bv 
w«ter.  and  eight  or  nine  hundred  by  und.  througn 
a  wiUKmess,  great  part  of  wliioh  was  only  inhab- 
ited by  wild  Masts  and  aarageik  The  day  ap- 
pointed for  rendesvoUB  was  the  10th  of  Deeembin. 
at  Nashyille.  The  State  of  Tennessee  is  divided 
into  East  and  Weet,  the  latter  of  which  thirty-one 
years  ago  received  the  first  impresaiDn  of  a  white 
man's  loot,  is  now  represrated  by  one  Represenla- 
tive  in  Congress,  and  was  called  upon  to  furnish 
1,900  men  for  its  part  of  the  quota.  On  the  day 
appointed,  although  severely  cold,  and  during  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow,  the  troops  began  to  arrive,  and. 
before  5  o'clock  in  the  evening,  1^600  men  faaa 
filed  through  Nashrill^  and  {utehed  their  tents  in 
its  vieinity. 


Jaxvut,  IBU. 


Five  companies  more,  who  had  not  arrived,  sent 
despatches  to  the  commanding  offica-,  apologizing 
for  their  absence,  as  they  wore  on  thetr  march  and 
would  be  there  as  soon  as  possible.  The  tvoopa 
already  arrived,  with  these  fire  companies,  are 
volunteers,  and  furnub  five  hundred  more  than 
those  called  for.  So  sudden  was  the  impulse  that 
public  feeling  had  marched  far  beyond  the  requi- 
site comforts  of  such  an  army.  Inasmuch  that 
there  was  not  more  than  one  blanket  for  three 
men,  although  the  country  was  bouDd  in  icy 
chains  of  snowy  winter.  Such  is  the  fruit  of  pa- 
triotism in  the  infant  section  of  that  infaot  State. 
While  the  efibrts  of  faction  on  the  Atlantic  board 
are  directed  to  the  destruction  of  their  liberties, 
those  hardy  sons  of  the  West  are  bereaving  them- 
selrei  of  the  comforts  of  domestic  life,  to  sustain 
a  part  of  the  highest  value  given  by  God  to  man, 
and  recovered  from  tyranny  by  the  toil  and  aufier- 
ing  of  a  glorious  ancestry. 

This  shows  with  what  alacrity  the  pet^  of  the 
West  had  ent^d  the  service  of^thar  country,  not 
to  repel  any  invasicn  about  to  be  made  near  ihcir 
own  homu,  but  to  repel  the  threatened  invason 
of  a  distant  point  of  the  Union.  A  numb»  fat 
beyond  what  was  required  of  the  militia,  bad  vol- 
untarily assembled,  in  the  severest  and  most  in- 
clement season  of  the  year.  Did  this,  he  asked, 
seem  like  being  dragged  into  the  service  "  unwill- 
ingly  ?"  No,  he  said :  it  was  the  natural  impulse 
given  by  a  good  government,  in  favor  of  its  protec- 
tion and  defence,  whenever  its  invasion  is  threat- 
.  ened.  It  is  tbe  liberty  and  safety  the  people  enjoy 
under  our  free  Government,  that  inspires  those 
fedingst^Mtriotie  devotion  we  have  so  often  and 
so  emmenUy  seen  du^ved  by  tbe  people  during 
the  late  war ;  and  it  is  tliose  liedings  of  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  free  government,  that 
nerves  the  arm  of  the  patriot  citizen  soldier,  the 
militiaman,  which  makes  him  superior  to  the  mer- 
cenary slave,  in  the  hour  of  battle.  This,  he  said, 
had  been  demonstrated  on  more  than  one  occasion 
durmg  tbe  late  war.  In  support  of  this,  be  begged 
leave,  m  pursuance  of  the  example  set  him  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  refer  to  General  Jack- 
son's letter  dated^  Camp,  below  New  OHeaoa,  26th 
December  1814,  in  which  he  says :  "  The  attack 
'  was  made  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  since  then 
'  both  armies  have  remained  near  the  l»ttle  ground 
'  making  inreparations  for  something  more  decisive. 

*  The  enemy's  force  exceeds  ours  by  double,  and 
'  their  loss  was  proportionally  neater." 

In  his  official  despatch,  dat^  the  27th  Decem- 
ber in  the  moming,  he  says,  "My  force  at  this 
'  time  consists  of  parts  of  tbe  7th  and  44th  regi- 

*  ments,  not  exceeding  six  hundred,  together  with 
'  the  city  militia,  part  of  General  Co£^s  brigade 
'  of  mounted  gunmen,  and  thedetached  militia  mnn 
'  tbe  western  division  of  Tennessee,  under  the 
'  command  of  Major  General  Carroll." 

In  another  part  of  the  same  despatch,  speaking 
oftheenemy'sforce,he8ays,  "His forces, amoont- 

*  iog  at  that  time  on  land  to  about  three  thousand, 
'  extended  half  a  mile  on  that  river,  and  in  the 
'  rear  nearly  to  the  wood." 

Im  another  part  of  the  same  de^wicl^  ba  says, 
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"  Cteneral  Coffee's  m«n,  with  their  usual  impelu- 

*  osit^,  rashed  oo  the  enemy's  right,  and  entered 

*  their  camp,  while  our  riffht  advanced  with  equal 
'  ardor,  lliere  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  we 
'  should  hare  succeeded  on  that  occasion,  with  our 
'  inferior  force,  in  destroying  or  capturing  the  en- 

'  emy,  had  not  a  thick  fog  which  arose  about  8  | 
'  o'clock,  occasioned  some  confusion  among  the 
'  different  corps.   Fearing  the  consequence,  under 
'  this  circumstance,  of  the  further  prosecution  of  a 
<  night  attack  with  troops  then  acting  fa^ether  for 

*  the  first  time,  I  contented  myself  with  lying  on 
'  the  field  that  night." 

Agam,  he  says,    in  this  afleir  the  whole  of  the 

*  ewps  under  ray  command  deserve  the  greatest 
'  credit.   The  best  compliment  I  can  pay  to  Gen- 

*  enl  Coiee  and  his  brigade,  in.  to  say  they  behaved 

'  as  they  have  always  done  while  under  my  com- 1 
'  mand.'"  Agaio^  sir,  he  remarks,  that  "  Savery's  j 
'  Tolnnteers  manifested  the  greatest  bravery,  and  j 
'the  company  of  city  riflemen,  having  penetrated  I 

*  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  camp,  were  snr-  { 
'  rounded,  and  fought  their  way  out  witn  the  great-  i 
'  est  heroism,  bringing  with  them  a  numlwr  of ; 

*  prisoners."  ; 

He  said  that  this  also  proved  the  practicability  | 
of  deciding  the  country  by  militia.  On  this  oc-  ] 
casion  the  volunteer  militia  of  Tennessee,  under  | 
the  command  of  General  Coffee,  on  the  ever  me- 1 
morable  night  of  the  23d,  had  attacked  a  British  : 
r^ular  force  of  more  than  double  their  number,  | 
and  defeated  them,  without  the  assistance  of  a  re-  l 
^okr  force,  and  perhaps  thereby  the  safety  of  the  j 
city  of  New  Orleans  was  preserved.  Here  again 
was  displayed  an  intrq>idity,  on  the  part  of  these  , 
citiz«a  soldiers  of  our  country,  which  is  not  often 
to  be  found  recorded  in  the  pa^es  of  history.'  Thb  | 
gdlantband  were  iofluenced  by  feelings  of  attach-  - 
meat  for  their  country,  that  do  not  often  animate  ! 
with  the  same  zeal  a  rq^lar  army,  and  never  are  j 
found  to  exist  under  the  old  oppressive  govern-  I 
TOents  of  the  world.  | 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  intended  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  official  statements  of  all 
the  difierents  battles  inwhioh  the  militia  had  been 
engaged,  while  defending  "New  Orleans,  but  he 
knew  be  would  be  trespassing  too  much  on  their 
patience,  though  it  would  be  lound  by  referring  to 
them,  as  well  as  to  the  general  order  of  the  com- 
nuading  Geaeral,  after  the  difoent  contests  were 
over,  that  on  all  the  difibmtt  corps  of  militia  that 
had  been  engaged,  with  one  single  exception,  the 
higheatpraiseia  bestowed.  They  had,  he  believed, 
during  tne  whole  of  the  contest,  proved  themselves 
to  be  equal  to  regulars,  if  not  superior.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia^  had  referred  to  authorities 
in  support  of  the  position  he  had  taken  against  the 
reduction  of  the  army,  and  also  in  support  of  the 
ground  he  had  taken  a^inst  the  militia ;  and  be 
thought  it  was  proper  m  opposing  the  a^uments 
and  doctrines  which  had  been  advanced  by  that 

gentleman,  to  produce  authorities  also.  This  he 
ad  done  in  order  to  rescue  the  peoi^e  of  his  coun- 
try, the  militia,  from  the  unjust  reproaches  that 
were  attempted  to  be  heaped  upon  than.  The 
jnincipftl  put  of  the  authorities  he  had  relied  on 


were  official  statements  of  the  officers  of  the  Ttga- 
lar  army,  who,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed,  could  be 
influenced  by  partiality  for  the  militia  in  the  small- 
est degree.  However,  he  said,  if  the  militia  were 
indeed  that  "unwilling  and  undisciplined"  kind 
of  force  that  they  were  said  to  be  by  the  gende- 
man  from  Vii^inia,  and  a  reliance  on  them  would 
"  endanger  the  liberties  of  his  country,"  he  should 
also  be  in  favor  of  a  regular  army,  or  some  other 
means  of  defence  for  the  country.  But  be  trusted 
he  had  shown,  or  rather  that  the  militia  themselves 
had  shown,  tliAt  they  were  fully  competent  to  the 
defence  of  the  country  during  a  state  of  war,  eren 
in  the  present  unimproved  state  of  thdr  onnmiza- 
tkm  and  discipline ;  to  improve  which  the  Gmend 
Government  nas  never^  as  yet,  expended  a  single 
dollar.  If  in  this  situation  theyhaveshown  them- 
selves to  be  cumpetoit,  how  much  more  so  would 
they  be  by  having  even  one  half  the  amount  ex- 
pended to  teach  them  military  science,  that  has 
been  expended  on  the  regular  army  since  the  late 
war! 

Mr.  0.  said,  however  invidious  it  was  to  make 
comparisons  between  the  militia  force  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  regular  army,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  a  few  moments 
to  one  or  two  authorities,  in  order  to  show  that  the 
regular  army  had  sometimes  been  unfortunate, 
during  the  fate  war,  as  well  as  the  militia.  It 
seems  that  the  highest  expectations  had  not  been 
realized  by  that  kind  of  force,  in  defence  of  this 
place,  as  we  are  informed  by  a  part  of  the  history 
of  that  day.  Speaking  of  tne  defence  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  the  Common  Council  of  Alex- 
andria says :  "  The  forts  erected  for  the  defence 
'  of  the  District,  having  been  blown  up  by  our 
'  own  men,  (United  States'  regular  troops^)  and 
'  abandoned,  without  renstaDee,.the  town  of  Alex- 
*  andria  was  lefk  without  the  means  of  defence." 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  they  had  acted  incorrectly 
in  this  case  or  any  other,  for  he  did  not  pretend  to 
know  whether  they  had  or  not.  But  he  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  would  allow  him,  how- 
ever, to  refer  to  his  own  proclamation  for  autfaority 
against  the  r^ular  army,  dated  12th  November, 
1812,  and  addressed  to  the  men  of  New  York. 
He  says: 

*'  For  many  yaan  yoa  have  smd  your  country  <^ 
praised  with  numcrow  trrongs.  Your  OovtmnMnl* 
alUtough  above  tl)  otbera  devoted  to  peace,  he*  been 
furced  to  draw  the  sword,  sod  re^  for  i^drese  of  in- 
juries on  the  tiIot  of  the  Ameffun  people.  That 
valor  bu  been  conspicuoos,  but  die  nation  hu  been 
uofortanate  in  the  eleetion  of  some  of  those  who  have 
directed  it  One  army  has  been  disgracefully  surren- 
dered ind  loeL  Another  has  been  sacrificed  by  a 
precipttate  attempt  to  pan  over  at  the  strongest  point 
of  the  enemy's  lines,  with  most  Incompeteat  meant. 
The  cause  of  these  misearriaffee  is  apparent.  The 
commaDders  were  popular  men,  destitate  alike  of  the- 
ory and  experience  in  the  art  of  war.  la  a  (ew  days 
tbe  troope  onder  my  command  will  plant  the  Ameri- 
can standaid  in  Canada.  They  am  nan  aeonslomed 
to  obedience,  nlence,  and  sleauness.  They  will  coa- 
qaer  or  they  will  die." 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  only  called  the  attoitifm  of 
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the  Committee  to  this  proclaoiatioD,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
Iiimself  had  not  at  all  times,  and  particulany  at 
that  time,  eatettained  this  high  opinion  of  regular 
forces ;  for  here  he  had  made  the  severest  reflec- 
tions against  them,  and  he  thought  the  authority 
of  the  gentleman  himself  was  entitled  to  great 
consideration.  There  were  other  circumstances 
which  took  place  in  the  early  part  of  the  late  war, 
that  would  go  rery  far  to  show  that  the  main  re- 
liance of  this  country  ought  never  to  be  placed  on 
a  regular  army ;  but  he  would  not  longer  consume 
Ume  of  the  Committee  by  referring  to  them. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  haiftotd  us  that 
there  were  1,600  r^ulars  engaged  in  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans.  [Mr.  Shttb  nere  ezptaiDcd  br 
saying^  including  the  naval  force.]  Mr.  C.  said 
the  official  letter  of  the  commanding  officer,  which 
he  had  previously  read,  had  said  the  regulars  con- 
usted  of  a  part  of  two  regiments,  not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  six  hundred ;  however,  this  did  not 
include  the  naval  force,  nor  would  the  admission 
of  a  larger  regular  force  make  the  argument  more 
favorable  on  his  side;  for  although  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  said  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  regularforce  employed  there,  the  victory  would 
not  have  been  achieved,  yet,  said  Mr.  C,  it  unfor- 
tunately happens  for  him  that  facts  are  directly 
against  him ;  for  it  will  be  recollected  by  all  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  history  and  events  of  the 
great  battle  of  the  8th  of  January,  that  the  r^- 
Htrs  ^ve  way  in  the  contest,  and  the  part  of  the 
line  mtnuted  to  their  defence  was  taken  possession 
of  by  the  Britidi  forces.  They  were  reinforced  by 
the  militia  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  bastions  re- 
taken after  considerable  loss  on  the  part  of  the  en- 
emy at  that  point.  Here  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
^ttle,  80  far  as  the  regular  forces  were  concerned, 
was  lost;  while  the  militiaofTennesseeand  Ken- 
tacky,  who  defended  the  other  part  of  the  line, 
encountered  a  superior  force  with  firmness,  not  a 
single  man  of  them  was  known  to  give  way; 
therefore,  instead  of  any  argument  being  drawn 
from  this  great  event  in  favor  of  the  position  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  it  is  directly  against 
him.  Indeed,  if  the  whole  of  the  events  of  the 
late  war  were  taken  into  view,  he  believed  it 
would  be  found  that  the  militia  forces  that  had 
been  called  into  action  had  been  equally  as  effi- 
cient as  the  regular  forces  were.  Mr.  C.  said  be 
hoi  not  taken  the  ground,  nor  did  he  intend  to 
say,  that  the  militia  were  a  more  efficient  force  in 
proportion  to  nmnbm  than  r^^ars.  It  was 
enooffh  for  him  to  show  they  were  as  much  so ; 
he  admiUed  militia  had  sometimes  been  unfortu- 
nate, and  so  had  regular  troops;  they  had  some- 
times wanted  bravery  and  firmness,  and  so  had 
regulars;  at  other  times  the  militia  had  distin- 
guished themselves  for  their  gallant  exploits,  and 
80  had  the  regular  army.  But  it  must  be  admitted 
on  ^1  sides,  that  the  defence  and  preservation  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country  cannot 
be  entirely  intrusted  to  a  r^;ular  army,  of  any 
size  whatever.  Then  why  not,  he  asied,  with- 
draw from  it  a  part  of  the  public  expenditure,  and 
apply  it  to  the  dUcipUne  or  the  great  body  of  the 
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people,  the  militia,  on  whom  at  last  you  an 
obliged  to  depend  in  time  of  war  7  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  f  Mr.  Baluwin,)  who  oi>- 
posed  the  reduction  of  tne  army  with  so  much 
zeal,  has  called  on  us,  who  advocate  this  measure, 
to  go  more  minutely  into  detail,  and  show  all  the 
difierent  posts  and  places  where  there  are  too 
many  men.  Sir,  I  shall  not  do  this ;  it  ix  the  busi- 
ness of  those  who  wish  to  retain  these  men  in  ser- 
vice, to  show  in  what  way  they  can  employ  ihem 
beneficially  to  the  Government.  This  they  have 
not  done,  nor  did  he  believe  it  was  in  their  power 
to  show  even  the  number  proposed  by  the  bill  un- 
der discussion,  could  be  usefully  and  benefically 
employed  during  a  state  of  fwace;  and  until  tfau 
was  shown,  he  should  take  it  for  granted  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  opptments  of  the  bill 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  himself  believed  that  a  much 
smaller  number  than  was  proposed  by  the  bill 
would  be  sufficient  to  take  care  of  the  public  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  during  a  state  of  peace ;  and 
he  did  not  think  it  indispensably  necessary  that 
more  should  be  retained  than  would  answer  ihit 
purpose,  for  it  was  all  the  service  they  could  ren- 
der during  a  state  of  peace;  and  when  war  comes 
the  people  must  fight  their  own  battler.  He  could 
not  agree  to  the  doctrine  of  the  geotlemeu  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  and  others  who  oppose 
this  bill,  that  a  freeman  shall  depend  upon  a  slave 
to  protect  him  in  the  enjojrment  of  his  liberti^ 
This  was  the  doctrine  of  despots  and  t^ran  ts.  He 
well  knew  that  in  the  same  proportion  that  the 
reliance  of  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  Slatet 
increased  in  favor  of  a  standingarmy,  asa  meaoA 
of  defence  in  time  of  war,  so  in  the  same  propor- 
tion would  the  improvement  of  the  militia  be  ne- 
glected, until  they  would  ultimately  be  lost  s^t 
of  alt<^ther.  Such,  he  thought,  wm  now,  and 
had  been,  the  tendency  of  the  GovemmeDi  for 
many  years  past.  That  there  was  an  increasing 
predilection  in  favor  of  this  doctrine  of  standing 
armies  in  time  of  peace,  he  thought,  must  be  ob- 
vious to  the  most  common  observer-~-a  doctrine 
repugnant  to  the  very,  principle  of  liberty,  and 
contrary  to  his  mcwt  sober  juagment ;  a  doctrine 
which  he  hoped  would  now  be  stopped  in  its  pro- 
gress, for  he  feared  if  it  survived  the  prest'ot  con- 
flict, it  would  be  in  vain  hereafter  to  attempt  to 
resist,  and  if  it  prevails  will  be  fatal  to  the  boiMed 
liberty  and  happiness  of  the  people. 

If  any  thing  further  should  be  required  to  prove 
that  a  standing  army  was  not  calculated  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  this  Government,  it  would  be  found 
in  the  history  of  what  was  called  the  Soninole 
war.  It  would  be  recollected,  when  this  petty 
war  took  place,  we  had  a  r^ular  standing  umy 
often  thousand  at  least,  but  according  to  the  cal- 
culation of  some  gentlemen,  an  army  of  twelveor 
thirteen  thousand ;  and  with  this  army  of  ten 
thousand,  you  could  not  subdue  two  or  three  hun- 
dred deluded  savages  and  runaway  n«[roe8,  who 
had  collected  in  the  wilds  of  the  South,  without 
calling  on  the  militia  of  the  States  of  Georgia  and 
Tennessee  to  assist  you.  This  would  always  be 
the  case  with  any  regular  force  so  widely  di>- 


lUdwiion  0/  the  An»y. 


Digjiized  by  Google 


841 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


842 


Jinn  ART,  1821. 


Jnendmeat     th»  Jowrmd. 


H.  opR. 


petsed.  You  neTer  can  with  facility  coDceotrate 
them  at  aoy  one  point ;  therefore  must  always 
rely  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  most  adjacent  States 
to  repel  iavasioDs.  He  did  not  entertain  fears  that 
the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country  were 
about  to  be  subverted  immediately  by  this  army  of 
ten  or  fwelve  thousand,  though,  if  such  doctr^es 
as  had  been  advanced  were  indulged,  we  should 
soon  come  to  that  period.  The  inflaence  of  the 
preseot  military  eaiaUishment  on  this  body  had 
been  seen  on  almost  erary  subject  that  had  any 
relation  to  the  anny.  It  bad  been  known  to  hare 
an  influence  in  the  councils  of  every  nation  in  ez- 
btenee  during  a  state  of  peace ;  and  that  influence 
was  alwas  found  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  army.  He  said,  Spain,  Italy,  and 
other  European  countries,  had  recently  given  a 
Irason  on  the  Hubject  of  what  changes  regular 
standing  armies  can  make  in  Governments. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  believed  the  history  of  nations 
furnished  us  abundant  proof,  that,  as  a  nation  ad- 
vances in  the  habit  of  Keeping  up  standiof  armies 
in  time  of  peace,  in  the  same  degree  are  tne  prin- 
ciples of  free  government  abandoned,  until  liberty 
and  equality  are  no  longer  known  to  exist  j  there- 
fore, he  felt  it  to  be  bis  duty  to'guard  agamst  the 
encroachment  of  such  doctrines,  however  gradu- 
allj  they  may  be  made.  He  said  he  had  always 
beueveo  the  p^ple  were  competent  to  the  forma- 
tion of  their  own  government  and  also  to  the  de- 
teaee  of  it  after  it  was  formed.  But  let  us  con- 
sider for  a  moment  what  this  doctrine  in  favor  of 
standing  armies  and  the  reproaches  against  the 
militia  are  calculated  to  lead  us  to.  Why,  sir, 
they  say  the  free  people  of  the  United  States  are 
not  competent  to  their  own  defence.  This  is  the 
doctrine  which  has  been  contended  for ;  and  if  it 
obtains  the  sanction  of  this  House,  it  is  to  be 
eonsidered  as  settled.  They  then  will  hare  gained 
the  first  step  towards  the  great  object,  and  that,  too, 
Vy  far  the  most  important ;  for  they  can  go  but 
one  step  further,  and  that  is,  to  settle  the  doctrine 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  not  com-, 
petent  to  selt-government.  The  one  is  just  as  rea-^ 
anuUe  as  the  other ;  and,  let  me  tell  you.  sir,  that 
when  this  first  step  is  gained,  the  other  will  shortly 
follow.  He  said  he  hoped  such  doctrines  as  these 
would  never  prevail  in  any  department  of  the 
Government,  and,  if  it  should,  that  they  would 
never  meet  the  sanction  of  this  House,  nor  the 
people ;  and  then,  indeed,  would  vanish  the  last 
vestige  of  human  liberty. 

He  said  he  had  not  gone  through  the  whole  of 
die  arguments  he  had  intended  to  offer  to  the 
Committee ;  but  he  had  consumed  much  more 
time  than  be  had  intended ;  he  would  therefore 
decline  any  further  remarks  at  that  time  on  the 
subject. 

FsiDAT,  January  12. 
AUEMDHENT  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 
The  first  entry  in  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was 
read,  in  the  following  words : 

*'  Mr.  Lowndes  presented  tfarea  memnrials  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Missourt-- 


one  prsyiog  tfast  the  purchuen  of  public  Isndt  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  tft 
audi  of  their  entnea  as  th«  said  payments  will  eovar, 
at  two  dolUrs  per  acre,  relinquishin;  the  nsidiM  of 
the  land  to  the  United  Btataa — another  praying  tiiat 
persona  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  public  lands,  maybe  permitted  to  make 
payment  for  said  lands  within  the  limes  heretofei* 
preacribcd  by  law,  or  prompt  paymant,  at  the  option 
of  the  persons  holding  sudi  pre-emption  right — the 
other,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre^emptbo  in  the 
purchase  «  public  Isnds  may  be  extended  to  certain 
settlers  therein  described  ;  which  memorials  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Oommittee  oa  the  Pablio  Lands." 

Mr.  RoBBBTBOif,  conceiving  that  Misotiri  had, 
in  this  entry,  been  styled  a  territory,  objected  to 
her  being  so  styled ;  but,  on  examination,  finding 
it  was  not  so,  waived  a  motion  he  was  about  to 
have  made  to  amend  it. 

Mr.  Cobb,  however,  adverting  to  the  terms  of 
the  memorial,  said,  that  it  appeared  to  be  from 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  "  the 
State  of"  Mi&touri,  though  not  so  stated  in  the 
Journal.  Mr.  C.  moved  to  amend  the  Jounul  in 
this  particular,  by  inserting  the  words  "the  State 
of,"  before  the  word  "  Missouri." 

When  the  reporter  entered  the  Hall,  Mr.  Bar- 
BODB  wtis  up,  arguing  in  favor  of  an  amendment, 
which  would  make  the  Journal  conform  to  the 
fact,  which,  he  contended,  it  did  not  as  it  now 
stood. 

Mr.  ANniRBON  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
Journal,  as  it  stood,  expressed  truly  the  fact  of  a 
memorial  being  presented  from  Missouri.  Though 
it  might  have  been  more  distinctly  stated,  yet  the 
omission  of  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  did 
not  take  from  Missouri  the  character  of  a  State, 
it  being  a  frequent  mode  of  expression  in  r^wd 
to  other  States,  to  speak  of  them  without  the  pre- 
fix of  "  the  State  of."  Mr.  A.  also  suggested  a 
wish  that  bis  friends  should  not  press  toe  objec- 
tion they  had  set  up,  by  way  of  obtaining  a  de- 
cision of  the  Missouri  question,  on  a  motion  to 
amend  the  Journal. 

Mr.  RoBERTsoH  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  motion.  The  memorials,  he  said,  professed  to 
be  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  MissourL 
If  Missouri  had  not  been  eonsidered  as  a  State,  of 
course  the  memwials  in  that  ^hape  would  not  have 
beenrecuved.  Having  been  reeeivedas memorials 
from  the  State,  why  should  not  the  fact  be  cor- 
rectly stated  on  the  Journal  t 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  was  in  favor  of  the 
proposed  amendment,  on  the  general  ground  that, 
if  it  took  place,  the  Journal  would  correspond 
more  precisely  with  the  fact,  than  in  its  present 
shape. 

Mr.  Wabfield  said,  that  a  decision  in  favor  of 
the  proposed  amendment  would  not  express  the 
sense  of  the  Houre,  either  in  one  way  or  the  other. 
Conceiving  that  the  entry  on  the  Journal,  as  it 
now  stood,  was  an  entry  ot  that  description  which 
would  explain  sufficiently  what  was  the  nature  of 
the  memorial,  he  was  opposed  to  the  amendmoit. 

Mr.  SanTH,  of  Maryland,  ]voposed,  in  order  to 
obviate  the  difficulty,  to  insert  in  the  Journal  the 
words    purporting  to  be,"  a  meDUuial  fnna  the 
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S«^tate  and  House  of  Repreaentatiret  of  the  Stale 

.of  HnsoDri,  &c. 

Mr.  CoQK  was  oppoiied  to  the  mtqioHd  amaid- 
BUot  If  nude,  be  nid,  it  woold  decide  do  prin- 
e^e.  If  Miasoori  ms  not  a  State,  calling  her  so 
WNild  not  make  her  so.  It  would  be  an  eqnally 
awropriate  amendmeBt  to  style  her  the  Republic 
of  Minoari.  as  her  Conveation  had  styled  her  in 
the  preamlue  to  the  coostitution  which  had  been 
Ibnned  for  her  government,  dtc. 

Mr.  Cobb,  in  reply  to  a  wish  which  had  been 
expressed,  that  he  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
said,  that  he  could  not  consent  to  do  it.  He  wish- 
ed the  Journal  to  conform,  as  it  oughu  to  the  fact. 
Three  memorials  had  been  presented  from  a  body, 
organized  under  a  constitution  of  government, 
formed  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  Congress  authoriz- 
ing the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State  govern- 
pienL  In  that  shape  having  been  presentedj  in 
that  and  in  no  other  shape  could  the  memorials 
have  been  received  ;  and  the  Joqnial  ought  to  state 
die  fact  as  it  occurred. 

Mr.  Baldwih  was  aorry,  he  seid,  that  any  dis- 
Ctusion  should  have  arisen  as  to  the  description  of 
any  pap^  presented  to  the  House  iu  the  shape  of 
a  memorial.  It  had  been  the  uniform  ptacticej  in 
making  up  the  Jouvnal,  to  give  to  memorialists 
the  name  which  they  themseives  assumed.  By 
way  of  illustration,  he  referred  to  the  memorial 
presented  at  the  present  session  from  persons  styl- 
ing themselves  the  National  Institution  for  the 
protection  of  domestic  industry,  from  the  delates 
of  Agricultural  Societies,  from  the  delegates  from 
various  interests  at  Philadelphia,  dtc.,  alTof  which, 
without  investigating  the  merits  of  the  pretensions 
of  the  respective  memorialists,  had  been  announc- 
ed in  the  Journal  in  their  own  language.  We 
pay  that  respect  to  petitioners,  said  Mr.  B.,  that 
,we  designate  them  as  the^r  choose  to  des^nate 
^esiselves.  The  annunciation  on  the  Joor^  of 
their  designations,  was,  properly,  a  mere  recital  of 
what  they  chose  to  call  themselves.  If  the  prin- 
ciple were  now  to  be  introduced,  that  every  per-^ 
son  or  association  of  persons  were  to  be  held  to 
prove  that  they  really  are  what  they  profess  to  be, 
It  would  involve  the  House  in  endless  difficulties. 
He  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Cobb. 

Mr.  Randolph,  after  a  preliminary  remark  or 
two,  not  distinctly  heard  from  the  pressing  of 
members  round  him,  said,  that  he  rose  to  intro- 
dueea  precedent  applicable  to  this  occasion,  which, 
he  trusted,  would  be  received  with  all  the  respect 
due  to  so  nigh  and  transcendental  authority.  The 
conduct,  said  he,  which  this  Qovemment  has  to 
this  instant  pursued  towards  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, is.  sanctioned  by  the  conduct  which  was 
pursued  towards  these  States  when  colonws,  by 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  faithful  Lords  and 
Commons  in  Parliament  assembled.  What  was 
thdr  language  after  our  independeuce  was  de- 
clared 1  What  was  their  conduct  which  led  to 
the  long  and  bloody  war  which  terminated  in  the 
acknovnedgment  of  our  independence  7  The  very 
Unguage  which  we  are  holding,  and  the  very 
ebiiduet  we  are  pursuing  towards  Missouri.  The 


parallel,  said  Mr.  R.,  runs  «t  all  fours.  In  oar 
extreme  tenderness  for  the  rights  and  privUeges  of 

the  colored  citizens,  we  have  already  brought  into 

J'eopardy  the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  while 
eUow-citizens  as  well  a^  of  those  colored  ones 
who  are  the  objects  of  our  solicitude.  Mr.  R. 
sajd  he  had  intended  to  abstain,  as  he  had  uiMtl 
now  abstained,  from  taking  any  part  or  tot  in  this 
affair.  But  when  be  saw  the  Congress  of  tiie 
United  States  pursuing  a  course  of  conduct  in 
servile  imitation  of  the  British  Parliament,  he 
could  no  lou^r  refrain.  He  would  stake  his  sal- 
vation, he  said,  dear  to  him  as  that  was,  that,  if 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  had  contained  an  in- 
hibition of  slavery,  the  House  would  never  have 
heard  of  the  objection  now  raised  to  it;  and, 
were  he  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  it,  he  woold 
take  that  ground.  However  that  might  be,  he 
said,  it  was  a  more  important  matter  that  the 
Journals  of' this  House  snonld  contain  the  truth. 
An  honorable  member  behind  him  had  uttaiad 
the  sentiment,  the  other  day,  that  it  was  poper 
that  petitions  to  this  House  should  contam  the 
truth.  It  was  of  infinitely  more  importance,  Mr. 
R.  said,  that  the  Journal  should  contain  the 
truth ;  and  he  pronounced  that  the  Journal  Car 
yesterday,  in  its  present  mutilated,  mang^.and 
garbled  state,  did  not  speak  the  truth.  It  lulds 
out  that,  said  he,  which  we  know  to  be  folse. 
And  is  it  a  mere  matter  of  form  that  we  shoutd 
send  out  to  the  people,  as  the  record  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, a  p^>er  which  contains,  on  the  face  of 
it,  a  palpable  and  atrocious  falsehood  1 

Mr.  Little  called  for  the  reading  of  the  memo- 
rial }  it  was  read  in  part,  when  Au.  L.  expressed 
himself  satisfied,  and  said  he  was  aorry  the  Chair 
bad  departed  from  the  uniform  practice  and  reg- 
ular rule  in  recording  the  proceedings  of  the  HouseJ 
Mr.  Rhea  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. It  was  the  duty  of  the  House,  he  thought, 
to  see  that  facts  were  correctly  stated  on  the  Jour- 
nal. This  House  had,  in  its  public  acts,  styled 
Missouri  a  State ;  and  why  should  she  not  be  so 
called  on  Uie  Journal  t  He  read  the  caption  of 
one  of  the  memorials  to  show  that  it  purported  to 
be  from  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  Qeneral  Anem- 
bly,  &e.  The  JoumaL  he  said,  ought  to  describe 
the  manorial  as  it  really  was. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  was  then 
taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  .- 

Tkas — Hesus.  Abbot.  Alexander,  Alien  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  MaryUnd,  Archer  of  Virgiaii,  Bald- 
win, Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  BloomfieI<l,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Brash,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  OannoD,  Cobb,  Cocko,  Crawford,  Crow- 
ell,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina. 
Enstis,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Garnett,  Gorham,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  HUl,  Hooki^ 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Ten- 
nessee, Little,  Livermore,  Lowndea,  McCoy,  Mo- 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentoekj, 
Meiga,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  T.  L-  Moore,  Neale,  NelaOB 
of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pariter  of  Virginia,  Pincka^, 
Rando]^,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Robertaoo,  Sawyer,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jensy,  Snttk 
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ttf  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Tirfbia,  fimith  of  North 
Carolint,  BtoTent,  Temll,  Trimble,  Tackcr  of  Tir- 
giOH,  Walker,  WilKama  of  Vtrgioia,  and  William* 
of  North  Garolioa— 78. 

Natb — Meun.  Adama,  Allen  of  Massaehnietta, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Anderaoo,  Beecher,  Bodan, 
Baflbm,  BaUer  of  New  Hampahire,  Campbell,  01a- 
getl,  Chrk,  CoA,  Crafts,  Caahman,  Dane,  Darlii^- 
tOD,  DaoniMD,  Di^ineoo,  fddy,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticQl,  Fay,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  Torb,  Qroaa  of 
PeDDaylvania,  Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshmao, 
Hobart,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kiosley,  Latbrop,  Lin- 
coln, Maclay,  McCullougb,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mo- 
nell,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morton,  lloseley,  Murray, 
Nelson  of  Massachasetts,  Parker  of  Maasaehnaetta, 
Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Ridi,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Rots,  Rosa,  Sergeant,  Silabee, 
Southard,  Slorra,  Street,  Strong  of  Termont,  Strong 
of  New  York,  ToraUoson,  TraCT,  Udree,  ITpham, 
Vaa  Ranfaataer,  Wallace,  WarAald,  Wendow,  Whit* 
m*a,  and  Wood — 76. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  equal  in  number,  the 
Speakeb  declared  his  vote  with  the  nays.  So 
Mr.  Cobb's  motion  was  r«eeted. 

On  this  result  being  deekred — 

Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  rose.  The  rote  which 
had  just  been  taken,  he  said,  was,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, of  that  geographical  character  which 
had  marked  the  whrne  proceedings  in  r^ard  to 
Missouri.  For  his  own  ptu't,  be  said,  he  did  not 
at  first  consider  this  question  as  involving  any 
matter  of  principle ;  but,  being  a  new  member,  he 
had  referred  to  tne  Journal,  and  he  found  that,  in 
all  cases  of  memorials  from  States,  they  had  been 
stated  to  be  from  States ;  and  that  the  same  uni- 
Ibnuitr  of  practice  prevailed  as  to  memorials 
firoRi  Territorial  l^islatnra.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  a  deriation  from  this  uniformity  of  practice 
^outd  have  occurred  in  this  particular  instance  of 
Missoari,  and  not  in  any  other.  There  was,  he 
said,  something  in  it — he  did  not  say  what  it  was — 
but  be  was  for  consistency,  at  all  events,  in  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Congressof  the  Union.  Hewasfor  the 
irecordsof  this  House  itwaking,  in  the  words  of  the 
law,  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth.  Under  this  impression,  as  the  House  had 
refused  to  acknowledge  Missouri  to  be  a  State, 
and  as  she  must  be  a  Territory  if  she  be  not  a 
State,  he  moved  to  insert  in  the  Journal,  before 
the  word  "  Missoari,"  the  words  "  the  Territory 
of." 

Mr.  BnusH  objected  to  this  amendment,  for 
reasons  which  he  assigned  at  length.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  Missouri  was  eonstitutionaUy  and 
politically  a  State,  and  not  a  Territory.  But,  as 
It  was  thie  custom  of  this  GrOTemment  to  give  to 
its  Territories  a  first  and  second  grade  of  govern- 
ment, preparatory  to  their  assummg  the  rank  of  a 
State  of  the  Union,  he  did  not  see  why  it  could 
not  give  to  them  a  tnird,  fourth,  or  fiiUi  grade  of 
goremment.  He  considered  MiBsouri  to  be  in  a 
nade  between  territorial  dependence  and  the  con- 
aition  of  a  member  of  the  Union ;  which  idea  he 
illustrated  by  reference  to  the  situation  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  before  she  adopted  the  Federal 
ConstitatiDn. 


H.  orR. 


Mr.  EnwARoa,  of  North  Carolina,  apprehended 
that  this  proposition  would  operate  as  a  trap  ques- 
tion, producing  embarrassment  without  benefiL 
and  expressed  his  hope  that  the  mover  would 
withdraw  it. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  made  a  few  remarks  to  this 
effect;  that  the  House  ought  to  regard  the  sub- 
stance and  not  the  shadow ;  that  the  name  was  of 
no  importance  to  the  actual  condition  of  Mis- 
souri. When  the  question  should  present  itself  in 
a  proper  form,  he  was  ready  to  decide  it;  but  it 
coulu  not  be  affected,  either  in  one  way  or  the 
other,  the  appellation  which  should  be  given  to 
Mtssoun  on  the  Journal  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Mercer  was  gratified  that  this  motion  had 
been  made.  As  this  was  the  commencement  of 
our  intercourse  with  the  people  of  Mi&souri  he 
was  desirous  that  every  step  of  it  should  be  marked. 
Mr.  M.  made  some  further  remarb^  in  the  coarse 
of  which  he  expressed  his  regret  that  the  course 
of  the  remarks  of  the  gendeman  from  Illinois. 
(Mr.  Cook,)  had  been,  m  his  view,  disrespectful 
to  Missouri. 

Mr.  CooE  disclaimed  any  intention  to  speak 
disrespectfully  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  whom,  on 
the  contrary,  be  said,  ne  held  in  high  respect ;  and 
he  sincerely  noped  that  Missouri  would  beadmittcid 
into  the  Unioa,  and  soon. 

Mr.  BoTLER,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that,  on  in- 
specting the  Journal,  it  appeared  that  the  original 
entry  in  it  corresponded  with  the  caption  of  the 
memorial,  in  which  the  word  Sate  is  employed. 
As  the  Journal  now  reads,  moreover,  in  the  part 
speaking  of  the  public  lands,  the  words  "  within 
the  said  State"  had  been  erased  in  two  instances, 
to  avoid  the  word  Shxte^  which  made  the  whde 
entry  absurd,  inasmnch  as  the  memorial  is  made 
to  apply  not  to  parchasers  of  land  "  within  the 
said  State,"  which  words  were  erased,  but  to  pur- 
chasers of  land  throughout  the  United  States.  Mr. 
B.  said  he  would  therefore  ask  whether  the  Clerk 
had  undertaken  to  make  these  alterations. 

The  Speaker  then  stated  from  the  chair,  that 
it  was  the  practice  that  the  Journal  should  be  writ- 
ten by  the  Clerk.  The  rules  of  the  House  made 
it  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  "  examine  and  cor- 
rect the  Journal  belore  it  is  read."  If,  being  so 
examined  and  corrected  by  the  Speaker,  it  should 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  any  memoer,  be  correct,  it 
was  competent  for  any  member  to  move  to  amend 
it,  and  for  the  House,  should  such  be  its  pleasure, 
to  direct  it  to  be  amended.  In  the  present  mstance, 
the  presiding  officer  had  thought  proper  so  to  cor- 
rect the  Joamal,  as  that  it  ^ould  not  be  taken 
either  to  affirm  or  deny  that  Missouri  was  a  State, 
that  being  a  question  on  which  the  House  was 
greatly  divided  in  opinion. 

Mr.  Trihbu!  requested  the  Clerk  to  state  tlw 
date  of  the  petition,  in  order  to  show  that  the  pe- 
tition was  not  posterior  to  the  decision  of  this 
House  against  declaring  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union,  and  that  th^efore  Missouri  had 
□ot  assumed  a  name  which  had  been  denied  to 
her  by  Congress.  Mr.  T.  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion that  Mr.  Cook  had  explained  his  meaning ; 
having  believed,  until  he  luid  made  it,  tiiat  us 
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obserratioDs  in  regard  to  Missouri  had  been  iron- 
kalljr  intended.  Mr.  T.  did  not  bjr  anr  means 
consider  the  present  motion  as  a  trap,  but  as  a 
seriooa  proposition,  which  gentlemen  would  not 
find  it  easy  to  dispose  of.  There  were  members  of 
this  House  who  believed  that  Missouri  was  yet  a 
territory.  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  one  of  them ; 
"but  those  who  did  believe  so  would  of  course  rote 
for  the  resolution.  He  was  obliged,  he  said,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  for  havinf  suggested 
what  he  had  done  in  regard  to  the  parallel  between 
the  proceedings  of  the  British  Parliament  during 
our  Revolution  and  those  of  the  present  Congress. 
He  did  remember  himself  manr  instances  in  which 
the  petitions  of  the  people  of  these  States  were 
refused  to  be  received  in  Parliament  because  the 

Stitioners  did  not  correctly  describe  themselves, 
e  remembered  the  letter  of  Washington  was  re- 
fused to  be  received  because  it  purported  to  come 
from  Qaterai  Washington.  Had  not  the  people  of 
Missouri  a  right  toMptize  themseWes  by  such 
name  as  they  chose?  Mr.  Tt  said  he  regretted 
that  the  Chair  should  hare  thought  itself  under  the 
necessity  of  altering  the  JonmaT.  The  subject,  in 
itself  not  rery  important,  had  been  made  so  by  the 
alteration  of  the  Journal,  which  alteration  it  seemed 
had  been  made  by  the  Speaker.  It  appeared  to 
betray  an  unreasonable  jealousy  on  this  subject,  to 
say  the  least  of  it.  He  begged  the  Speaker's  par- 
don, he  said — he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  felt 
this  jealousy;  but,  in  the  course  which  he  had 
taken,  there  was  an  overweening  caution — an  ap- 
pearance of  a  jealousy  which  ought  not  to  hare 
been  betrayed  towards  this  people.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  trusted  gentlemen  would  not  feel  much  diffi- 
culty in  Totm^  on  this  question.  We  find,  he  said, 
that  the  question  just  taken,  small  as  it  was,  has 
drawn  a  line  across  the  United  States.  Let  the 
Jonmal  stand  as  it  ought  to  do.  Do  not  tell  the 
people  of  Missouri,  We  are  so  jealous  of  jou,  we 
are  fearfnl  of  your  thrusting  yourself  into  the 
Union,  and  partaking  at  the  sacred  board  and 
drinking  of  the  cup  of  wine.  Do  not  say  to  them, 
We  are  so  apprehensive  you  will  come  to  the  com- 
munion table  by  the  name  which  you  give  your- 
advetf  that  we  will  give  you  no  name.  Mr.  T. 
said  he  should  vote  against  the  pro|)osed  amend- 
ment, because,  in  his  opinion, Missouri  was  a  State, 
and  not  a  Territory.  Those  who  held  the  other 
opinion  must  be  compelled  to  vote  in  favor  of  this 
proposition,  or  acknowledge  that  their  ground  was 
untenable. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  in  regard 
to  this  motion,  be  did  not,  when  up  belore^  mean 
to  insinuate  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Pi.bk£b)  had  meant  to  set  a  trap  for  others.  He 
might  have  laid  a  snare  without  desiring  it.  For 
hinuetf,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  believed  Missouri  was  a 
State.  Hefeared  thatthemotionofthegentleouo 
might  be  adopted,  and  that  the  misnomer  would 
be  entered  on  the  Journal.  For  no  other  reason 
had  he  wished  the  motion  to  be  withdrawn.  He 
should  rote  against  the  motion  with  pleasure,  be- 
cause he  believed  Missouri  had  lost  her  territorial 
character  and  conld  not  be  otherwise  than  a  State. 

Mr.  Parur  said  he  was  placed  in  a  difficult 
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situation,  by  the  application  to  him  to  withdraw 
his  motion.  Other  friends  were  opposed  to  his 
withdmwing  it  He  had  condudea  to  persist  in 
it.  It  was  not  intended  as  a  trap  for  any  one. 
Had  it  been  so  intended,  he  did  not  know  tmt  that 
he  might  bare  found  illustrious  examples.  It  was 
not  a  question  of  mere  form.  The  state  of  the 
vote  just  taken  proved  that  it  was  not.  The  ques- 
tion in  fact,  as  voted  upon,  had  been,  is  Missouri 
a  Stale  or  a  Territory?  If  she  was  a  Territory, 
as  she  had  been  voted  not  to  be  a  State,  why  re- 
ject this  proposition  so  to  designate  her?  I  say, 
said  he,  she  is  a  State;  and  were  I  a  citizen  of 
that  State  I  would  never,  at  your  suggestion,  strike 
out  that  clause  in  the  constitution  to  which  objec- 
tion has  been  made.  If  I  found  it  convenient  to 
myself  to  do  so,  I  would ;  but  I  would  not  do  it  on 
your  recommendation,  even  for  the  important  boon 
of  being  admitted  in  the  Union-  I  would  rather 
be  trodden  down  by  the  armies  from  the  North  and 
East,  and,  if  you  could  get  them,  from  the  Sondi, 
than  yield  this  point ;  and  I  avow  it  in  the  face  of 
the  world.  If  ever  on  earth  a  peo]4e  has  been  mal- 
treated it  is  this  people.  There  seemed,  Blr.  P. 
said,  to  be  a  suppression  of  something  on  that  jour- 
nal; because  the  very  words  which  had  neen 
stricken  out  of  it  were  to  be  found  in  the  caption 
of  the  memorials.  Why  are  they  suppre^ed? 
For  the  purpose,  evidently,  of  implying  the  otim 
way.  He  was  not  for  this  mode  of  dealing:  he 
was  for  having  the  facts  staled  in  plain  Eogii^ 
that  all  might  understand  them.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
wanted  to  hear  no  more  of  precedents  here — he 
had  heard  more  than  enough  of  them ;  but  if  a 
matter  was  to  stand  for  precedent,  even  as  to  the 
form  of  the  Journal,  he  wished  it  should  be  a  pre- 
cedent either  one  way  or  other,  and  not  a  mere 
equivocation. 

Mr.  R 088  said,  he  was  aware  that  the  House  had 
involved  itself  in  some  difficulty  by  the  reception 
of  the  petitions  in  the  form  in  which  they  were  pre- 
sented, as  bein^  from  a  State.  They  ought  not  to 
hare  been  received  in  that  form.  Missouri,  Mr. 
R.  said,  was  either  a  Territory  or  a  State.  If  die 
be  a  Slate,  she  is  a  State  known  to  the  Constitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States.  She  is  not  one  of  the 
old  original  thirteen  States.  Has  she  ever  beoi 
receivra  into  the  Federal  family  as  a  State?  She 
has  not.  Does  she  assume  the  character  of  a  State 
without  being  so  received  t  Does  she  tell  you,  we 
were  once  a  Territory,  but  we  have  thrown  on  our 
territorial  character,  and  assumed  that  of  a  State 
without  your  authority?  If  this  doctrine  is  to  be 
tolerated,  said  Mr.  R.,  away  with  your  forms  of 
territorial  government  at  once.  Let  your  Terri- 
tories at  once  assume  the  character  of  States.  If 
Missouri  be  a  State,  she  must  be  a  lawftd  State. 
By  what  law  is  she  made  a  State  ?  It  was  sound 
orthodoxy  in  polities,  that  there  cannot  be  a  State 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States, 
without  the  authority  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Missouri  was  not  a  State  by  that  au- 
thority, and  he  was  perfectly  ready  to  vote  and 
declare  his  opinion  that  Missouri  u  now  a  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  Rhba  refmed  to  the  act  of  the  last  sessigi 
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of  Congrea,  to  show  that  CoDgres  bad  aatfaorized 
the  peoi^e  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State  gorerDment, 
and  assume  such  name  aa  they  might  thiok  proper. 
They  had  aasomed  a  name  accordingly,  and  Mr. 
R.  said  it  could  not  be  taken  from  them  except  by 
law.  This  House,  then,  bad  given  them  the  name, 
which  was  now  refused  to  ttiem  on  the  Journal. 
Nay,  at  this  very  session  a  joint  committee  of  the 
House,  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  bad  re- 

g)rted  a  resolution,  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
tate  of  Missouri  mto  the  Union.  With  respect 
to  the  Journal,  Mr.  R.  said,  the  Speaker  had  a 
power  over  it  analt^ous  to  that  whicn  a  court  has 
over  the  p'esentment  of  a  jury — a  power  to  alter 
it  in  manner  or  form,  but  not  in  substance.  Mr. 
R.  here  rranired  the  Clerk  to  read  the  Journal,  as 
it  was  before  it  was  altered  by  the  Speaker  tbis 
moroing. 

The  epCAKBB  pronoonced  that  it  was  not  in 
order  to  read  any  Journal,  as  the  Journal  of  the 
Home,  but  that  which  had  been  corrected  1^  its 
presiding  officer. 

After  a  few  further  remark?,  to  the  same  ^ect 
as  the  preceding,  Mr.  Rhea  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Pldmeb  said  be  had  voted  against  the  mo- 
tion to  insert  the  word  "State,"  and  he  should 
vote  against  tbis,  because  he  considered  it  not  ad- 
visable or  proper  to  decide  incidentally  a  main 
question,  and  one  which  was  much  contested.  To 
avoid  affordioff  precedents,  for  precedents  had  been 
already  quoted  from  the  Journal,  be  thought  it 
proper  to  leave  the  Journal  in  its  present  shape, 
neither  affirming  nor  denying  any  thing.  He 
should,  therefore,  vote  against  the  amendment  now 
under  consideration,  as  he  had  against  that  first 
proposed. 

Mr.  LaOWHDEe  rose,  in  consequence  of  a  sugges- 
tion from  Mr.  Roea,  to  say.  that  wben  he  yester- 
day presented  these  memorials,  he  distinctly  stated, 
in  audible  words,  that  they  were  from  the  State 
of  Missouri.  He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  this 
question ;  but,  be  said,  in  the  anxiety  to  escape  one 
difficulty,  the  object  of  one  of  the  memorials,  at 
least,  was  presented  on  tbe  Journal  differently  from 
what  that  object  was.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
object  of  each  petition  should  be  stated  on  the 
Journal  of  the  day  on  which  it  was  presented.  By 
the  erasure  of  the  words  "within  tbe  State"  twice, 
where  it  ought  to  have  occnrred  on  tbe  Journal, 
the  olgects  of  the  memorialists  were  perverted. 
But  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  the  discussion, 
harioff  only  risen  to  slate  the  inet  which  oeeorred 
yesterday. 

Mr.  Arcbbb,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  House  had 
decided  one-half  of  ttw  question  respecting  Mis- 
souri. They  had  decided  what  she  is  not,  and 
znnsc  now  say  what  she  is.  He  put  the  question 
to  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  whether  tbe^  could, 
aAer  their  former  votes^  hazard  tbe  assertion  that 
Missouri  is  not  a  Territory,  which  they  must  do 
by  voting  against  this  amendment?  If  they  did 
not  now  declare  her  a  Territory,  tbe  course  they 
bad  hitherto  pursued  stood  condemned  by  their 
own  votes,  because  every  man  knows  that  Mis- 
souri is  either  a  Territory  or  a  State.  He  hoped, 
he  said,  that  gentlemea  would  not  shrink  from  the 
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consequences  of  their  own  vote.  He  called  upon 
them  to  stand  to  it.  If  they  refused  to  do  so,  be 
should  consider  their  refusal,  as  he  did  their  rdusat 
the  other  day  to  consider  the  resolution  offered  bf 
him,  as  a  proof  that  they  were  not  willing  to  meet 
tbe  consequences  of  the  votes  which  they  had 
given.  He  appealed  to  the  pride  of  gentlemen  to 
meet  this  question.  One  word  more — who  are  the 
memorialists?  In  what  light  must  we  consider 
them?  In  the  character  which  they  profess — in 
that  which  they  assume.  Can  you,  said  Mr.  A., 
receive  a  paper  which  these  people  present  to  you, 
and  fashion  it  according  to  your  conceptions,  and 
not  according  to  theirs?  Must  you  not  pursue  the 
course,  if  you  do  not  receive  it  as  offered,  of  rqect- 
ing  it  altQKether.  as  suggested  by  the  gendeman 
from  Ohio?  His  nonorahfe  colleague  had  said  that 
the  conduct  of  this  House  toward*  Mlstouri  eqiAl- 
led  the  tyrannous  proceedings  of  the  British  nr* 
liament  towards  this  country.  Mr.  A.  said,  it  not 
only  equalled,  but  went  beyond  iL  If,  said  he,  you 
can  change  the  character  of  the  memorialists,  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  you  cannot  likewise 
alter  their  pmyer,  and  make  it  unlike  the  prayer 
they  intended?  And  would  any  man  say  that  this 
House  could  receive  a  petition  from  any  quarter, 
and  make  it  what  it  was  not  intended  to  be? 

Mr.  ANOBBaoN  said  bis  friends,  he  apprehended, 
would,  in  the  course  tbey  were  now  pursuing,  find 
themselves  in  the  situation  in  which  men  are  very 
apt  to  be  when  they  act  under  the  influence  of 
pission  rather  than  of  reason — in  the  wrong.  It 
IS  always  wrong  to  fight  where  you  cannot  but 
sustain  defeaL  It  is  uways  wrong  for  a  min<»ity 
to  irritate  a  majority }  and  thu  motion  coold  have 
no  other  effect  hut  to  irritate.  It  is  the  essence  <^ 
determination  that  it  prove  something.  But  tbe 
vote  on  this  motion  would  prove  nothing.  Noth- 
ing would  be  gained  by  it,  and  nothing  would  be 
lost.  How  can  that  be  substance,  which,  whether 
lost  or  won,  means  nothing?  No  ingenuity  could 
make  of  it  any  thing  but  a  matter  oi  irords. 

As  to  the  subject  of  the  main  question,  not  now 

E resented,  no  man  could  feet  more  anxiety  than  « 
e ;  no  man's  mind  was  more  excited,  by  day  and 
by  night,  on  that  subject.  By  conciliation,  said 
he,  we  may  succeed  in  ultimately  procuring  what 
I  consider  a  correct  decision  on  it ;  hy  exasperation 
we  are  sure  to  fail.  I  deny,  said  be,  that  tbe  vote 
which  has  just  been  taken  proves  that  Missouri  is 
not  a  State.  It  proved  nothing  else  hut  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  those  who  voted  against  the  ammd- 
ment,  the  description  in  the  Journal  is  sufficient 
and  intelligible.  Mr.  A.  deprecated  all  attempts 
to  exasperate  the  majority  as  injudicious  and  im- 
politic ;  it  was  not  by  such  a  course  that  the  ob* 
ject  of  the  friends  of  Missouri  could  be  attained. 

Mr.  Babboob  assured  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, that,  as  far  as  he  bad  any  thing  to  do  with 
this  subject,  he  was  not  acting  under  the  influence 
of  exasperation,  but  of  an  earnest  wish  to  do  what 
was  right.  If  gentlemen  were  not  disposed  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  on  this  sulnect,  the  proper  course 
would  be  to  propose  an  indefinite  postponement. 
But,  if  a  direct  vote  were  taken  on  the  propowd 
amendment,  no  reason  satisfactory  to  him  could 
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be  BsaigDed  for  roting  against  it,  except  Uiat  Mis- 
souri is  not  in  fact  a  "Territory."  Genttemen 
eiUed  it  by  different  names^  bat,  call  it  by  what 
name  they  would,  a  memorial  had  bem  presented 
from  two  organized  branches  of  what  be  called 
Ulc  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  For 
what  purpose  7  Did  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  of  that  State  mean  to  iotnide  into  the  conn- 
eils  of  the  nation  in  regard  to  all  the  paUic  lands 
within  our  almost  illimitable  bounds  t  Certainty 
not ;  and  yet,  by  the  erasure  of  the  words  "  within 
the  said  State,"  their  memorial  was  made  to  bear 
that  constnictuin.  This  observation  Mr.  B.  made 
to  show  that  this  was  not  a  mere  dispute  about 
words.  With  regard  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  he  thought  it  one  of  connderable  import- 
ance. If  nothing  had  been  done  to  the  Journal ; 
if  it  had  'followed  the  recital  of  the  memorial, 
there  would  have  been  some  plausibility  in  the 
ranark  that  it  was  nntmportant.  But,  by  the  al- 
terations which  bad  been  made,  a  new  descri^ion 
hjtd  been  given  to  the  memortal ;  end  the  decision 
cf  the  House  had  the  efeet  of  ezpretsiog  a  deter- 
mmation  to  g«t  rid  of  the  description  which  the 
mciMnalists  gave  to  themselves  and  to  their  me- 
morial, 6lc.  With  regard  to  the  precedent,  Mr. 
B.  said,  if  the  JoarDal  were  permitted  to  stand  in 
its  preamt  shape,  it  would  afford  a  much  stron^r 
precedent  than  many  which  are  introduced  to  in- 
fluence the  decisions  of  this  House.  lo  conclu- 
sion, Mr.  B.  made  some  remark,  which  caused  the 
Speaker  to  repeat  his  decisiou,  that  "  there  is  no 
Journal  but  that  which  is  before  the  House  as 
corrected  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  read  by  the 
Clerk." 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  as  he  was  desirous  to  hear  the 
Journal  read  as  originally  written,  he  must  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  this  point. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  having  oeen  stated 
from  the  Chair — 

Mr.  Lowndes  expressed  his  r^et  that  his  friend 
from  Georgia  had  made  this  appeal,  and  his  hope 
that  it  woiud  not  be  pressed  to  a  question.  If  it 
were  determined  that  the  Journal  should  be  read 
as  first  written,  the  principle  would  apply  to  the 
whole  detail  of  composing  the  Journal,  and  thence 
to  the  minutest  particulars  of  it,  wnich  would 
show  that  the  Journal,  as  presoitea  to  the  House 
in  form,  was  the  only  Journal  of  which  the  House 
properly  had  cognizance^  4lc. 

Mr.  CoBB  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  Mbbcbb  was  called  up  by  what  had  fallen 
from  Mr.  Ahdikbon.  In  the  course  which  he 
had  taken,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  last  sentimeiit  of  his 
heart  was  disrespect  to  the  majority  of  the  House- 
It  was  awful  anxiety,  and  not  passioi^  which  he 
felt  on  this  subject  Much  leas  did  he  wish  to 
draw  the  House  into  a  discuswm  whether  Mis- 
souri is  a  Slate  or  not,  on  a  motion  to  amend  the 
jMunaL  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  sorry  that  any 
question  had  arisen  involving  the  Chair;  he 
tnought,  with  the  Speaker,  that  what  had  passed 
o«t  /the  House  ia  regard  co  this  Journal  ought 
Mt  to  be  known  t»  it,  and  that  the  corrected  form 
of  the  Jotimal  only  oaght  to  be  considered  as  be- 
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line  the  House.  He  deprecated  any  thing  like 
irritation  as  moeh  as  any  one.  Nothing  bat  a 
sentiment  of  mataal  forbrarance,  of  good-witl  to 
each  other,  of  high  respect  and  confidence,  could 
lead  the  House  to  correct  decisions  on  so  difficult 
a  subject  as  the  main  qnesiiim  respecting  Missouri. 
That  was,  he  said,  a  subject  of  great  importance. 
If  Missouri  was  not  a  State,  all  ber  present  pro- 
ceedings were  contrary  to  law.  If  it  were  so,  and 
under  her  laws  a  man  was  convicted  of  a  crime, 
and  punished  with  death,  it  was  murder !  Every 
sentence  of  a  court  was  void,  and  every  verdict  of 
a  jury.  Every  act  of  her  L^slature,  superseding 
tbe  regular  course  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
was  treason !  He  implored  of  gentlemen  to  pause 
before  they  finally  {wonouocea  a  decision  which 
would  be  crowned  with  such  terrible  resnlts. 

Mr.  Warfibld  said  he  should  of  coarse  Tote 
against  this  motion,  on  tlie  same  groands  as  be 
had  voted  against  tlic  preceding  one,  viz :  that  the 
alleged  and  proposed  altention  of  the  Journal  was 
neither  important  nor  material ;  that  the  alteration 
objected  to  had  been  made  by  the  competent  au- 
thority, and  that  there  was  nothiiiff  in  it  which 
required  the  interpoeatioa  of  this  House ;  that^  if 
it  could  be  made  to  touch  tbe  main  question  widi 
regard  to  the  actual  relation  of  Missouri  to  the 
Union,  that  was  a  question  which  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  decide  in  the  manner  in  which  this 
question  had  been  submitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Arches,  of  Maryland,  said  he  should  not 
have  risen,  were  it  not  that  he  was  one  of  diose 
who  believed  that  Missouri  is  now  a  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  and  yet  should  vote  against  the 
propositioD.  His  object  was  that  tbe  Journal 
showd  conform  to  the  &ct.  In  his  opinion,  it 
does  BO  at  present.  It  was  in  vain  to  tell  the 
Home  that  thu  was  a  matter  of  importance.  It 
was  a  mere  dispute  between  tweedle-dum  and 
tweedle^ee.  It  was  impossiUe,  by  anv  mode  of 
argument,  to  make  that  important  which  is  of  no 
importance.  By  voting  on  the  motiooj  as  had 
been  well  observed,  the  House  would  decide  noth- 
ing. With  all  deference  and  respect  to  geotle- 
I  men,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  course  of  pro- 
I  ceeding  was  idle.  In  my  estimation,  said  he, 
Missouri  is  a  Territory  of  the  Union,  and  will  so 
remain  until  she  is  Constitutionally  admitted  into 
the  Union.  He  would  not  present  his  whole  view 
of  this  question.  It  was  enough  to  say,  that  Con- 
gress has  no  power  in  r^^d  to  States,  but  the 
poww  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union.  Hare 
we  said  that  Missouri  is  admitted  into  tbe  Union  1 
No.  She  is  not  thm  a  State  of  this  Union.  Is 
she  independent?  I  say  not ;  because,  first,  she  is 
not  in  rebellion  against  the  General  Government; 
she  has  not  set  our  authority  at  defiance:  and,  be- 
cause, secondly.  Congress  could  not  make  her  an 
independent  State,  inasmuch  as  the  power  of  Con- 
gress is  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union,  and 
not  to  make  States  of  any  other  description. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
insert  the  words  "the  Territory  of  before  the 
word  "  Missouri^"  in  the  clause  of  the  Journal  first 
above  recited,  it  was  decided  by  reas  and  naya. 
The  yeas  were  Messrs.  Mallart,  Rosa,  Strong, 
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of  VennoQt.  and  Upham.  All  the  other  TOtes, 
150  in  niiniDer,  were  in  the  negatire. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BA.BBOUR  then  moved  to  amend  the  entry 
in  the  Joarnak  by  inserting,  after  the  words  "  puo- 
iic  lands,"  the  words  "in  the  late  Territory  of 
Minotiri." 

Mr.  Robs  mored  to  amend  the  amcDdment  by 
s^kiiw  oat  of  it  the  word  "  late." 

Mr.  Barbodb  showed  that  this  motion  presnited 
precisely  the  same  question  just  decided  in  the 
n^ative  by  a  rote  of  160  to  4.  His  objeet  was 
mmly  to  give  a  correct  recital  of  the  memonal. 
Suppose  it  were  a  memorial  from  the  late  Bank 
of  ue  United  States,  and  it  were  pi^sposed  to  strike 
out  the  vrord  "  late,"  the  House  would  see  how 
essentially  the  fact  would  be  varied  by  such  an 
alteration,  &c. 

Mr.  Storrs,  od  inspecting  the  Journal  and  me- 
morial, expressed  his  impression  that  the  entry, 
as  it  stood,  was  not  incompatible  with  the  conteDts 
of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Wabfibld  considered  this  a^in  as  a  mere 
matter  (Hf  form,  and  ihtHifipht  it  penectly  imraate- 
dal  whether  it  was  inserted  or  not,  as  he  thought 
of  the  first  propoaition.  As,  however,  the  House 
appeared  to  be  in  no  manner  rdiered  fnmi  diffi- 
culty by  the  deeisiona  already  made,  he  moved,  in 
order  to  get  rid  at  onoe  of  any  difficulty  on  the 
subjeot,  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  first  motion, 
which  vras,  to  insert  the  words  "  the  State  of," 
before  Missouri. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  having  been 
stated- 
Mr.  Brown  spoke  io  expression  of  his  eatisfac- 
tion  at  the  question  being  again  presented,  and  in 
support  of  the  principle,  that,  where  there  was  an 
attempt  to  violate  personal  or  political  rights,  re- 
sistance was  a  duty,  not  to  be  departed  »om  for 
any  views  of  conciliation. 

Mr.  Rose  expredbd  bis  astoiiisbment  at  this  mo- 
tion for  reeonsiaeratioo,  and,  without  accDsing  any 
one  of  iacQii8iateney,said  he  should  eonuder  him- 
self extremely  inconsistent  had  he  voted  against 
the  motion  at  first,  and  then  moved  to  recoo- 
aider  it. 

Mr.  RoBBRTBOM  expressed  his  pleasure  that  there 
was  again  a  prospect  that  the  Journal  would  be 
made  to  conform  to  (he  fact,  which  he  argued  to 
show  that  it  did  not  at  present. 

Mr.  Foot  said,  that  the  last  vote  showed  that 
the  insertion  of  these  words  would  decide  nothing, 
and  need  therefore  not  be  objected  to,  inasmuch  as 
only  four  members  of  the  House  had  voted  Mis- 
souri to  be  a  Territory,  though  so  many  were 
known  to  believe  her  to  be  a  Territory. 

Mr.  Warpield  defended  himself  from  the  in- 
sinuation of  inconsistency.  He  considered  it  the 
right  of  every  man  to  change  and  to  retract  his 
opinions  on  conviction-  With  r^^  to  his  legis- 
lative proceedings,  he  said  he  held  himself  amena- 
ble to  those  who  ttid  him  the  honor  of  giving  him 
a  seat  here,  and  he  held  himself  responsible  no 
whwe  else.  He  assigned  reasons  why  he  had 
made  his  motion,  arising  from  the  maze  of  per- 
plexing questions  in  vfaieb,  by  disagredog  to  the 


first  motioDjthe  House  seemed  to  be  getting  deeper 
and  deeper  involved. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Warfielo'b  motion  for 
reconsideration  of  the  first  vote  was  then  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ytx% — McflBrs.  Alf  zander,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Ar- 
cher of  Mar;Iiin(l,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Bariwur,  Bajly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard.  Brown,  Bnisb* 
Biyan,  Barton,  Bnrnell,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford* 
Growetl,  Gnlbreth,  CaJpeper,  Cuthbert,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards  of  North  Carolina,  Enitii,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot, 
Gamett,  Gray,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hilt, 
Hooka,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tenneaaee,  Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  He- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meiga,  Mer- 
c«r,  Hetulf,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  NeUen  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Pariur  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Randolph, 
Rankin.  Reed,  Rhea.  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sim- 
kina,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  8t«- 
Teaa,  Terrell,  TriBtUs.  Tocfcer  of  Virgii^a,  Walker, 
Warfield.  Williams  of  Viigiaia,  and  WilUams  of  North 
Carolina — 71. 

Nats — MeiBn.  Adame,  Allen  of  Maaaachusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Anderson,  Baker,  Beecber,  Boden, 
Baffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louis- 
iana,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook.  Crafts,  Cnah- 
man,  Dane,  Darlington,  Denniaon,  Dickiaaon,  Eddy, 
Edwards  ef  Conneetient,  Fay,  Folger.  Fuller,  Oor- 
bam,  GroM  of  New  York.  GroM  of  Pennsylvmia, 
Gayon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  HaU  of  Dela- 
ware. Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Henick,  Hibsbman,  Ho- 
bart,  Hoatettor,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Lincoln, 
Maclay,  McCnllougb,  Mallary,  MorohsiMl,  Mondl,  R. 
Moore,  6.  Moore.  Morton,  Moaaley,  Murray,  Neleon  of 
Maaaachoaetts,  Parker  of  MassaehDeetts,  Patterseat 
Philaon,  Plums,  Keh,  Btchazdi,  Sogers.  Rooa,  Ruaa, 
Sei^eant,ailabae,  SloaB,  Btom,  Street,8ttong  of  New 
York)  TaiT,  TomUnaoa,  Traqr,  Udree,  IT^m,  Van 
Renaadaer,  Wrndover,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 77. 

So  the  HoQse  refused  to  reconsider  the  first  vote 
of  to^av. 

Mr.  Barbour,  who  had  withdrami  his  motion, 
to  make  way  for  that  of  Mr.  Warfiblo,  now  re- 
newed it,  as  stated  above ;  and 

Mr.  Ross  renewed  his  motion  to  amend  it,  bv 
striking  out  the  word  "  late."  The  House^  he  said, 
had  just  solemnly  decided,  the  second  time,  that 
the  memorials  were  not  from  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri— yet  this  amendment  proposed  to  describe  it 
as  being  from  the  late  Territory,  &c.,  meaning 
from  the  State  of  Mis»oari. 

Mr.  Barbour  asked  of  the  gentleman  whether 
the  House  had  not,  with  equal  solemnity,  and  by 
a  vote  of  150  to  4.  decided  that  Missouri  is  not  a 
Territory ;  and  wnether  his  amendment  if  it  »c- 
ceeded,  would  not  be  in  the  teeth  of  that  decision? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Roea^ 
motion,  and  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Storks  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Barboor'b 
amendment,  so  as  to  read,  "  in  the  United  Slates," 
instead  of  "in  the  late  Territory  of  Missouri." 

Mr.  Randolph  in  rising  said,  that  the  errors  of 
the  wisest  men  are  not  the  least.  The  House  had 
just  refused  to  strike  out  the  word  "  late"  from  ^ 
amendment  under  consideration,  and  had  of  course 
decided  that  it  shotUd  be  retained ;  so  that,  if  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [He- 
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Tailed,  it  would  read,  "  in  the  late  United  States !" 
How  was  it  competent  for  the  g^ptleman  from 
New  York  to  move,  as  a  safastitnte  for  the  amend- 
ment of  his  coUeagne^  a  recital  not  aceordinff  to 
the  words  of  the  petitum.  but  anch  as  he  wisned 
the  words  of  the  petition  Kad  been  t  '  If  the  recital 
was  to  corre!:poDcl  with  the  fact,  the  House  should 
reinstate  the  words  of  the  memorial,  the  erasure  of 
which  had  led  to  all  this-^e  would  not  sav  what ; 
but,  if  he  were  anywhere  els^  he  woold  say — 
t  shuminff  and  cutting. 

Mr.  Nelbon,  of  Virginia,  made  a  point  of  order, 
whether  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stobrb  was  not  a 
substitute  for  that  of  Mr.  BaBBona,  and  therefore 
out  of  order. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  word  "late," 
though  the  House  had  refused  to  strike  it  out  bv 
itself,  might  be  stricken  out  in  connexion  with 
other  words,  as  now  proposed.  He  also  decided 
that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Storbs,  to  strike  out  a 
part,  but  not  the  whole,  of  Mr.  Babbour's  amend- 
ment, was  not  a  substitute  so  as  to  bring  it  widiin 
the  rule ;  iUustratiog  it  by  a  reference  to  the  com- 
mon practice  of  moving  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
a  UU,  except  the  enacting  clause,  in  order  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  in  a  different  form.  He,  therefore,  pro- 
nounced Mr.  Storrs's  motion  to  be  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Storrs's 
motion^  and  decided  in  the  negaUve. 

During  the  past  and  following  woeeedings, 
various  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to  procure 
an  adjournment. 

Mr.  CooE  moved,  in  order  to        rid  of  this 

JjUestioD  altogether,  to  postpone  mdefinitely  the 
nrther  cODBtderation  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  in  a  speech  of 
some  length,  protested  against  the  postponement. 
The  Jourmds,  he  said,  were  distorted,  and  not 
made  up  as  they  ought  to  be^beeanse  the  word 
Missouri  occurred  in  them.  What  is  Missouri'? 
said  he;  is  it  a  river?  Is  it  a  tribe  of  Indians ? 
Why  should  we  shrink  from  reciting  her  proper 
title  on  the  Journal,  when  we  find  she  has  pre* 
sented  us  a  constitution  of  State  government? 
Will  we  suffer  it  to  be  said,  that  sectional  feelings 
hare  operated  to  prevent  ns  from  correcting  our 
Journals  so  as  to  make  them  what  they  ought  to 
be?  If  this  question  was  not  connected  with  Mis- 
souri, would  there  be  any  hesitation  in  making 
the  proposed  amendment?  Mr,  J.  went  on  to 
aay,  that  he  trusted  the  House  would  go  on  and 
vote,  that  the  Journals  should  declare  the  truth. 
I  wish,  said  he,  the  Journal  to  show  why  we  are 
opposM  to  correcting  the  Journals,  and  who  we 
are  that  oppose  it,  and  not  to  give  these  questions 
the  go-bTi  »  now  inopoeed. 

fin.  BsDBH  demanded,  whether  it  vaa  in  order 
to  move  to  poBtpone  indmnitdy  a  motion  to  amend 
the  Journal. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  it  is  in  order.  There 
were,  he  said,  certain  forms  of  questions  prescribed 
by  the  Rules  of  the  House,  and  their  relative  rank 
assigned  them.  It  was  not  for  the  Chair,  but  for 
the  House,  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  those  ques- 
tions, when  propMed.  Being  proposed,  it  became 
his  duty  to  ftfopound  them  to  tae  House. 
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Mr.  -Nblbok,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  this  deci- 
sion ;  and  demanded  whether,  as  a  proposition  to 
amend  could  not  be  pcwtponed  without  postponing 
the  main  question,  which,  in  the  present  case,  was 
the  Journal,  it  was  in  cwder  thus  to  postpone  the 
Journal? 

Mr.  EuBTia  suggested  for  consideration  whe- 
ther every  difficultv  could  not  be  avoided  by  direct- 
ing the  whole  of  the  memorials  from  Miuouri  to 
be  inserted  on  the  Journal,  instead  of  a  description 

of  them. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  motion  to  post- 
none  a  question  to  amend  the  Journal  m  in  order. 
The  Journal,  1^  said,  is  a  subject  on  which  no 
question  is  to  be  put,  until  a  question  is  made  by 
a  proposition  to  amend  it.  A  motion  to  postpone 
that  question,  therefore,  it  being  the  only  question, 
was  evidently  in  oidei. 

Mr.  Cook  disclaimed  any  intention  to  evade 
the  question.  He  had  made  the  motion  to  post- 
pone, in  order  to  get  rid  of  irritating  and  unne- 
cessary debate.  As  he  had  failed  in  this  object, 
he  withdrew  the  motion  for  postponement. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  BABBouB'a  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  Journal — 

fiCr.  AHnERaoH  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial,  to  show  that  the  amendment  was  not 
necessary,  and  might  be  dinKUsed  with. 

Mr.  CuLBRETH  said  he  had  been  accidentally 
absent,  this  morning,  on  the  vote  to  insert  the 
word  State  as  applied  to  Missouri,  and  be  wished 
he  could  have  an  opportunity  to  record  his  vote 
on  that  principle.  At  first  he  had  thought  tbat 
the  present  question  would  afford  him  that  oppor- 
tunity ;  but,  during  the  discussion,  be  had  exam- 
ined the  Journal  and  the  memorial,  and  be  was 
convinced  that  the  amendment,  if  agreed  to,  would 
make  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  what  it  is  not 
He  should  thaefore  vote  against  it 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Babbodr^s  motion  to  insert  "ftie  late  Torritory  of" 
before  the  word  "Missouri,"  and  decided  in  the 
n^tive-^eas  61,  nays  79,  as  follows : 

TsAs — Messrs.  Abbot.  Aleimnder,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Virginia,  Bsltlwin,  BaJI,  fiart)oar,  Bayly, 
Blaotnfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Barton, 
Barweil,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cobb.  Cocke,  Urawfbrd, 
Crowell,  Cuthbert,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Oaroliiw, 
Fiaher.  Floyd,  Garnett,  Gray,  Hall  of  Noitb  Carolina, 
Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennesacfl,  Little,  Lowndea,  McCoy,  McLane  of  Del- 
avare,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  UsC- 
caI4  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Nmt- 
ton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Randalpb,  Rao- 
kin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Robertson,  8«ltle,  Simkina,  Smith  of 
MaryUnd.  Terrell.  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Viiginia,  Wal- 
ker, Williams  of  Virginis,  and  Williama  of  Iflertk 
CaroIiDa. 

Nats — Meaars.  Adams,  Allen  6f  Maasechosetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker, 
Beecber,  Bodeo,  Buffom,  Butler  of  Nevr  Hampabire, 
Campbell,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culbreth,  Culpeper. 
Cuabman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Denniaon,  Dickioaoii, 
Eddy,  EiJwards  of  Connecticut,  Euatia,  Fay,  Folger, 
Foot,  Fuller,  Oorham,  Groas  of  New  York,  Groaa  of 
Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  HardtD, 
Hemphill,  Hsndricks,  Hertiek.  Hill,  Hobait.  Hos- 
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totter,  Kendall,  Kinslej,  Lalhn>p>  Lincoln,  M»- 
diy,  McCreary,  McCuilough,  Mallarj,  Marahnnd, 
Monell,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morton,  Moeeley,  Mnr- 
r«7,  NelaoD  of  ManscfaoMtti,  Parkar  of  Maaaacba- 
aetta,  Patterton,  Philaon,  Plumer,  Rich,  Ridiarda, 
Roger*,  Rnaa,  Raaa,  Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Storra, 
fitreet,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tom- 
lineon,  Tracj,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Renaaalieri  Wen- 
dover,  WhitinaQ,  and  Wood. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

As  soon  as  this  decision  was  pronounced,  ser- 
cral  persons  addressing  the  Chair  at  once,  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  obtainM  the  preference. 

Before  the  question  was  put,  a  member  inquired 
whether  an  adjournment  now  would  jveelnde  any 
amendment  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday  on  to- 
morrow ? 

The  Speaker  decided  that  it  would,  unless  a 
motion  to  amend  it  were  the  uofinisbed  business 
at  the  time  of  adjournment  on  this  day. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  being 
decided  affirmatiTety,  here  ended  the  controversy 
respecting  the  Journal. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  tbe  year  1821," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 


Satubdat,  January  13. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Holmes,  of  Alabama,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
same  committee,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Francis  B.  Langtiille,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  bis  r^ief ;  which  bill  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Rodriguez. 

Mr.  Anoerbon,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Matthew  Dockery,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for 
bis  relief ;  which  bill  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Mbrcbh,  from  the  Committee  for  tbe  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  tbe  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  College,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia," reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and 
tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  BuTLBR,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Committee 
DO  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe 
idief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Oalviel  Ber- 
xat,  deceased."  reported  tbe  same  with  amend- 
ments; wbicn  were  read,  and,  together  with  tbe 
Ull,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Committee 
on  tbe  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  de- 
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cision  of  cases  arising  within  States  in  which 
there  is  no  circuit  court,  and  where  the  district 
Judge,  from  any  cause,  may  decline  to  adjudicate. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  reptvt 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasurr,  respectbg  die 
number  of  Frendi  vessels  wbicn  have  arrived, 
and  are  expected  to  arrive  in  tbe  present  year,  in 
the  river  St.  Mary's,  since  the  first  of  July  last, 
and  whether  their  cargoes  are  intended  to  be  il- 
licitly introduced  into  the  United  States,  &c.,  made 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  tbe  House  of  the 
20tb  ultimo ;  which  report  was  read,  and  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Tbe  amendment  proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  appropria- 
tion for  tbe  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  18S1,"  was  read,  and  concurnd  in  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strbbt,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  RevolutioDeir  Claims  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in 
force  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  per* 
sons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  receiv- 
ed in  the  Revolfitionary  war,"  and  tbe  several  acts 
amending  and  extending  the  same,  which  acts 
will  expire  on  tbe  15tb  day  of  May  next. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
sulnnitted  by  Mr.  Tract  on  the  11th  instant,  and, 
the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OP  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Robebtbon,  of  Kentucky,  after  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  propriety  of  the  mquirv  which  he 
was  about  to  propose,  sulmitted  the  followiDg  re- 
solution for  coosideration : 

Xttphed,  That  tbe  Comnutlee  of  Ways  and  Mesas 
be  iaatmcted  to  inquire  w bather  any,  audi  if  any, 
what,  offices  in  the  civU  d^wrtment  of  Goviemnient 
may  be  sboliahed  without  ]wigadica  to  the  pnUic  ia- 
tersat;  and  alao  whether  any  of  the  salaries  or  com- 
pensations now  allowed  by  law  to  the  officer*  and 
other  peraona  employed  in  the  said  citiI  department, 
and,  if  any,  what,  and  to  what  extant,  may  be,  coa- 
•ialently  with  jnatice  and  sound  policy,  reduced. 

Mr.  Cdlbrbth,  after  observing  that  it  had  been 
his  intention  to  offer  a  similar  motion  binuelf,  if 
no  other  gentleman  had  done  so,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  so  as  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  a  special 
committee  instead  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  deeming  tbe  latter  committee  not  compe- 
tent, consistent^  with  a  doe  attention  to  its  nu- 
merous ordinary  duties,  to  bestow  iw  this  subject 
the  neeessai^  attention. 

This  motion  to  amend  the  resolution,  lumight 
on  a  diftcnssion  of  more  than  an  hour's  eontinu- 
anee,  on  the  question  whether  it  was  b^tor  to  re- 
fer the  inquiry  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
MeantLasuect  committee,  or  to  the  committees 
severaujr  appointed  on  the  expenditures  of  tbe  de- 
ferent departments,  (which  last  coarse  was  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Smyth,  of  Vii^inia.)  Messrs.  CuL- 
BRETH,  RoBEBTSON,  Shith,  of  Mainland,  Stobbs, 
Smytb,  of  Vii^inia,  Foot,  Qbobb,  of  New  York, 
Trimble,  and  Lowndes,  joined  in  the  debate, 
which  referred  principally  to  the  duties  of  different 
committees  of  the  House,  their  nature,  Ac,  tad 
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tbe  possibility  of  dischar^og  fully  and  properly  ' 
the  auty  proiKised  by  thi-s  resolutioo.   AJiter  two  ; 
anmccessful  motions  to  lay  the  reaolutioo  on  the  | 
table,  the  debate  t'oded  by  adopting  Mr.  Coi^ 
BBBTH*8  ameodment.   Beiag  thus  amended, 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to ;  and  Messrs.  CuL- 
BBETH,  Robertson,  Foot,  STOBRa,  Hemphili^ 
Thimble,  and  Allen,  of  New  York,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Rsm,  of  Geo^ia,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  resolutions  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand  were  prepared  yesterday,  and  should  hatre 
brat  than  submitted,  but  for  toe  anxieW  of  tbe 
House  to  adjourn,  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 
They  are  now  presented,  not  with  any  vieir  to 
promote  or  pnriong  excitement,  because  I  believe 
excitement  to  be  unfavorable  to  correct  legislation ; 
nor  do  I  intend  anv  remark  which  I  may  offer  to 
be  disrespectful  to  toe  officer  chosen  to  preside  over 
the  delioeratiotts  of  this  Hotiae.  Self-respect,  if 
then  were  no  other  reason,  would  {lot  permit  me 
to  pursue  such  a  course ;  tmt  I  desire  to  mark,  by 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  House,  an 
evoit  which,  were  I  more  conversant  with  legisla- 
tive proceedings,  1  would-say,  is  the  most  extraor- 
dioary  of  its  kind  to  be  found  in  parliamentary 
annals. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  requires 
both  Houses  of  Congress  to  keep  a  Journal  of  their 
proceedings,  and,  for  tbe  purpose  of  givii^  etifect 
to  this  provision,  the  usage  of  the  House  and  tbe 
acts  of  government  have  made  it  tbe  duty  of  the 
Clerk  to  keep  a  correct  account  of  the  daily  pro- 
ceedings, while,  by  tbe  rules  of  the  House,  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  "  examine  and 
correct  the  Journal"  of  the  Clerk.  But,  that  no 
error  may  escaiw  unnoticed,  and  that  the  history 
of  our  transactions  may  be  entirely  faithful,  tbe 
Journal  of  the  preceding  day  is  read  daily,  in  the 
face  of  the  House.  Is  this  a  mere  ceremony,  a 
form,  which,  adopted  without  object,  may  be  sus' 
psnded  without  injury  7  It  appears  to  me  to  be 
altogether  of  substance,  because  both  the  Speaker 
and  the  Clerk  are  mere  agents  in  the  conopUation 
of  the  Journal,  and,  consequently,  the  House  is 
entitled  to  the  supervision  of  their  conduct.  Every 
member,  having  sworn  to  auimort  the  Constitution, 
which  lequiree  tbe  House  to  keep  a  Journal  of  its 
proceedings,  is  deeply  interested— as  much  so  as 
the  obligation  of  an  oath  can  m^e  him— in  the 
proper  performance  of  the  duties,  which,  in  this 
respect,  devolve  upon  the  Clerk  and  the  Speaker. 
If  then  an  error  be  produced,  whether  by  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  Clerk  or  the  supposed  corrections  of 
tbe  Speaker,  the  House  surely  possesses  the  power 
to  apply  the  corrective  by  amending  the  Journal — 
restoring  it  to  its  original  shape,  or  in  such  other 
manner  as  its  wisdom  may  devise. 

What  shall  be  done  upon  the  present  occasicm 
will  best  be  kaowa  by  a  resort  to  the  facts  as  they 
exist.  They  are  these:  a  member  presents,  in  his 
place,  a  memorial  from  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri ;  he  an- 


nounces, as  is  his  duty,  the  purport  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  petition  ;  the  document  is  received  1^ 
the  House,  referred  to  one  of  its  committees,  and 
tbe  Clerk,  as  he  is  bound  to  do,  minutes  the  tran- 
saction among  the  occurrences  of  tbe  day.  The 
Speaker,  when  he  comes  to  perform  his  duty,  erases . 
the  words  "  Slate  of,"  and,  when  tbe  corrected 
JourDal  is  presented  to  the  House,  it  recites,  that 
the  member  presented  the  memorial  of  Missouri. 
Now,  tbe  question  is — has  the  Speaker  performed 
his  duty,  under  the  rule  of  tbe  House,  or  has  he 
acted  without  the  pale  of  tbe  authority  which  that 
rule  conveys  to  him  ?  If  the  erasure  be  within  the 
rule,  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter,  and  I  am  tres- 
passing unnecessarily  upon  your  patience,  and 
doing  injustice  to  the  Speaker.  Bnt,  if  the  Speaker 
has  altered  without  correcting  your  Jonnul,  his 
act  is  void,  because  it  is  beyond  his  authority,  and 
is  itself  an  error,  which  demands  the  correction  of 
the  House.  Did  the  Speaker,  when  he  applied 
hu  pen  to  the  Journal,  describe  the  fact  as  it  bad 
taken  place  more  truly  than  it  had  been  described 
by  the  Clerk  ?  No,  sir.  The  Clerk  stated  what 
had  happened  exactly  as  it  did  happen.  Now, 
the  rule  is — tbe  Speaker  shall  "  examine  and  cor- 
rect" tbe  Journal.  The  power  to  correct  implies 
the  existence  of  error.  There  was  no  error,  not 
even  the  slightest  mistake.  The  Speaker  had. 
then,  no  duly  to  perform,  and  any  other  journal 
than  that  in  which  the  Clerk  had  truly  recorded 
the  proceediogs  of  the  House  is  not  the  true,  but  a 
spurious  journal.  The  act  of  the  Speaker  was 
gratuitous  and  without  warrant. 

But  it  may  be  said,  as  I  think  it  was  yesterday, 
that  the  Spoker  is  to  be  Justified,  because  he  had 
stated  tbe  actual  fact.  That  is  to  say^  he  lias  re- 
fused to  designate  Missouri  as  a  State,  because  she 
is  not  a  State.  I  know  that  there  arc  varying 
opinions ;  that  some  gentlemen  consider  Missouri  a 
State ;  others,  quoH  a  State ;  others,  a  Territory ; 
while  there  are  some  some  who  do  not  clearly  ex- 

fress  what  their  opinions  are.  With  this  mbject, 
have  at  present  no  concern.  Sufficient  for  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof.  The  question  is  not,  whe- 
ther the  true  quality  of  Missouri  should  ai^iear 
upoD  the  Journals;  but  whether  it  shall  appear  as 
represented  in  her  memorial,  in  the  announcement 
of  the  member  presenting  that  memorial,  and  in 
the  act  of  the  House  recdving  it.  If  an  individual, 
arrontiog  a  title  to  which  oe  has  no  claim,  pie- 
sent  ni«  petitioa  to  tbe  House,  and  it  be  determined 
to  listen  to  bis  plaint,  no  one  will  contend  that  the 
Clerk  or  the  Speaker,  in  making  up  or  correcting 
the  Journal,  has  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  legitk- 
macy  of  the  dignUy  assumed.  It  is  not  their  duty 
to  ingraft  the  Tact  upon  the  Journal,  contrary  to 
the  representation  of  the  petitioner,  and  the  deter- 
mination of  the  House  to  hear  him  in  the  chaiac- 
ter  he  has  chosen  to  adopt ;  but  it  is  their  duty  to 
detail  events  as  thnr  actually  occurred,  although 
these  may  involve  falsehoods,  and  misreiseaaita- 
tioas. 

Sir,  if  Missouri  had  presented  herself  in  bor- 
rowed feathers,  it  was  the  doty  of  this  House,  by 
plucking  them  from  her,  to  have  exposed  her  in 
the  nakedness  of  her  deformity.   If  she  unmed  n 
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rank  iaeompatible  with  your  diffnity,  or  a  tone 
and  a  style  too  loHy,  you  should  at  once  have 
taught  her  language  more  humble,  and  admonished 
her,  thai  she  was  not  yet  fitted  to  occupy  the  station 
to  which  she  aspired.  But,  did  you  do  this  ?  No, 
sir.  Wbaterer  may  be  the  matter  or  the  mauner 
of  her  memorial,  you  received  it.  That  it  was  re- 
ceived, was  noted  by  the  proper  officer,  under  your 
order;  and  you  referred  it  for  iovestigatioa  to 
a  committee.  Now,  these  are  solemn  measures 
adopted  by  the  House,  and,  I  ask,  have  they  been 
rescmded  by  the  same  authority  1  No ;  not  by 
the  alteration  of  your  Journal ;  an  alteration  not 
governed  by  any  known  rule  prescribed  by  this 
Body-  Is  it  come  to  this  ?  Shall  the  officers  of 
thu  House  frame  the  Journals  of  the  House  accord- 
ing to  any  vague  notions  of  propriety  which  they 
may  entertain  ?  If,  indeed,  tney  have  this  power, 
they  may  mould  and  alter,  and  garble  and  destroy, 
until  your  diarjr  shall  wear  the  semblance  of  ro- 
mance, rather  than  of  history.  If  we  yield  them 
suck  a  power,  we  areapostates  from  the  true  &ith; 
we  are  no  longer  the  representative*  of  freemen ; 
we  are  onrselres  slaves,  and,  what  is  worsey  will- 
ing slaves. 

It  may  certainly  happen  that  the  House,  from 
inadvertence,  or  some  other  cause,  may  be  led  into 
mistake,  and  may  order  that  to  be  recivded  which 
should  not  of  right  have  a  place.  It  may  then  be 
the  dutv  of  the  Speaker  to  point  out  the  impro- 
priety, leaving  it  to  be  corrected  at  the  will  oi  the 
House.  He  cannot  go  further;  he  cannot  alter 
the  solemn  acts  of  the  House,  upon  the  presump- 
tion that  they  were  irregularly  or  unadvisedly 
done. 

I  lave  heard  it  suggested  that  this  is  a  little 
mailer ;  which  does  not  deserve  our  consideration. 
If  it  be  so,  why  were  words  so  harmless  and  un- 
important stricken  from  the  Journal  ?  Their  very 
iffignificancw  should  have  protected  them ;  the 
more  especially  as  they  corresponded  with  the  fact 
as  it  transpired.  But  it  it  not  a  good  reason  against 
resisting  any  innovation,  to  say  that  it  is  so  slight 
nothing  is  to  be  feared  from  it.  A  delegated  au- 
thority should  be  jealously  watched,  or  it  will 
rapidly  extend  itself  beyond  its  prescribed  bounda- 
ries. We  are  told  in  Arabian  story  that  a  mist, 
rising  from  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  whicli  the 
gentlest  breeze  might  have  dissipated,  took  to  itself 
consistency  and  form,  and  becuue  a  monstrous 
and  a  feannl  giant  It  is  thus  with  the  encroaeh- 
moLts  of  power — at  first  scarcely  perccireL  at  last 
not  to  be  opposed.  Constant  attrition  will  waste 
even  ttu  rock  of  ages  1 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  would  controvert  a  doctrine 
which  has  received  the  sanction  of  high  authority. 
It  is^  that  the  House  has  no  authority  to  ask  the 
reading  of  the  original  draught  of  the  Journal,  be- 
cause none  other  can  be  read  than  that  corrected 
by  the  Speaker.  Sir,  it  may  be  shown — I  think  it 
has  been  shown — that  the  House  is  the  ultimate 
judge  of  the  correctuess  of  its  own  Journal,  and  it 
nas  a  right  to  inquire,  whether  the  Speaker  has 
corrected  it,  as  he  has  the  power  to  do,  or  altered  it 
without  authority.  How,  then,  is  the  House  to 
exercise  tliis  right,  if  you  withhold  the  data  i^xm 


which  its  decision  must  be  founded  ?  Shall  mem- 
bers inquire  among  themselves  for  the  facts,  with 
a  view  to  the  correction  of  mistakes  or  faults  ?  One 
will  answer,  he  was  absent ;  another,  he  was  en- 
gaged :  a  third,  he  was  inattentive. 

Ap{»y  to  the  Clerk,  and  he  will  say  his  duties 
are  so  numerous,  and  so  many  the  subjects  he  is 
forced  to  record,  that,  if  he  must  shut  his  eyes  to 
the  Journal,  he  can  give  yon  no  account  of  the 
matter;  bnt^  if  you  will  allow  him  to  read  from 
the  Journal  itseli,  he  can  divest  it  of  interlineations 
and  erasures,  and  tell  you  how  it  originally  stood. 
It  is  only  by  a  comparison  of  the  Journal,  after  it 
bas  received  the  correction  of  the  Speaker,  with 
what  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk,  that  yon 
can  be  prepared  to  decide  upon  the  propriety  or 
impropriety  of  their  corrections.  Suppose  a  mi»- 
chievons  or  malignant  individual  were,  covertly, 
to  find  access  to  your  records,  and  should  vitiate 
them  by  blots  and  scrawls.  When  you  sought  to 
restore  them  to  their  true  shape,  would  you  not 
call  upon  the  Clerk  to  decipl^  to  you  their  origi- 
nal reading  1  The  case  is  perfectly  parallel,  if  an 
ofl^er  oi  the  House  have  so  altered  the  Journal 
that  it  no  loager  retains  its  true  form. 

I  have  considered  it  a  duty  to  say  thus  much,  bv 
way  of  preface  to  the  resofntioos  I  offer.  I  wiU 
only  add,  if  the  Speaker  has  done  that  which  he 
ought  not  to  have  done,  it  comports  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  House  to  assert  its  own  rights.  Let 
us  ever  cling  to  truth  and  justice,  and  resist  even 
their  slightest  violation  with  the  utmost  perti- 
nacity. 

Mr.  R.  then  handed  the  following  resolutions  to 
the  Chair : 

Rtaolvtd,  That  it  is  the  daty  of  the  Speaker,  under 
the  rules  or  the  House,  to  ezamite  snd  correct  the 
Journslfl  or  the  Hovie. 

Raolved,  Thst  the  House  possesses  the  right  to  io- 
qaire  into  and  decide  upon  the  profmety  of  any  oarree- 
tion  wbidi  mmj  be  madB  bj  the  Speaker. 

Rmtbed,  Thit  the  eraMres  made  by  the  Beaker  in 
the  Joumd  of  the  Uth  January  are  aUeratiotu,  and 
not  eomcUmt,  inasmuch  as  the  Jonmal,  in  its  mriginal 
form,  corresponds  with  the  ftct  intended  to  be  desorib- 
rd,  vb :  that  a  petition  from  the  Senate  and  Hoase  at 
Reintssntatives  of  the  State  of  Miasonri  was  presentod 
by  a  member  from  Sooth  Carolina. 

The  SrBAKBB  having  propounded  the  question, 
WiU  the  House  now  proceed  to  conuder  theae  re- 
solutions? it  was  decided  as  follows: 

TiAS — Maaars.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Barbour,  Bayly,  Brown,  Bruab,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Bovwell,  Butler  of  LouUiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Craw- 
ford, Crowel),  Cnlbrath,  Davidaoa,  £ftrla,  Bdwarda  of 
North.  Oardina,  Fisbar,  Fkwd,  Gamett,  Orav,  Hall 
of  North  CaioUna,  Johnsoa,  Little,  MeCoT,  McLean 
ofKoBtadty,  Maigi,  Malealf,  T.  L.Moore,  Neale,  Nel- 
son of  Virginia,  Nentoo,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Rankin, 
Reid,  Rbaa,  Simkins,  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  TerreUi 
Trimble,  Tyler.  Walker,  Warfieid,  Williams  of  Vir- 
giaia,  and  WiUiama  of  North  Carolina—^?. 

NAxa — Meaars.  Adama,  AUnn  of  New  York,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Bald- 
win, Ball, Beecher,  Boden,  Brevard,  Buffum,  Butlarof 
Naw  Hampahirs,  Campbell,  Clagatt,  Clark,  Cooka^ 
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Gook,  Grafts,  Cnlpep«r,  Uathmtn,  Cathbert,  Dane, 
DarliDfton,  Denniton,  Dickiofon,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connttclicut,  Euatis,  Fa;,  Folger,  Foot,  Forreai,  Ful- 
ler, Gorham,  Grow  of  New  York,  Gross  of  PeoDsjiTK- 
nia,  GojoD.  Hackley,  Hill  of  New  York,  Hardin, 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsbman,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks, 
Hoatalter,  Jackwn,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Maelajt  MeCreary,  MeCuIlongh,  McLane, 
ot  Delaware,  Mallary,  Hirehand,  Meroer,  Moaell,  S. 
Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Nelaon  of  MasaachiiBetU, 
Parker  of  Massacbusetta,  Patterson,  Phtlson,  Piumer, 
Bich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Rais,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Mary* 
land,  A.  8ffi>th  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Sonthard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong'  of  Ver- 
nuint.  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy,  Tuck- 
trof  Viiginia.  Udree,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman, 
and  Wood— 96. 

So  the  Hoase  refused  now  to  consider  the  reso- 
tions. 


Monday,  January  15. 
On  the  Journal  of  Saturday  being  read — 
Mr.  Reid.  stated  that,  in  p|)eaking  of  the  peti- 
tion from  tne  Legislature  of  Missouri,  he  meant 
to  have  styled  it  a  memorial  and  not  a  petition, 
moved  that  the  Journal  be  amended  by  substitut- 
ing, in  the  third  resolution  moved  by  him,  the 
word  "  memorial"  for  the  word  "  petition."  And 
the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  nmtive  without  a  division. 

Mr.  WiLUAHB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  rqiort  on  the  petition  of  John  Thomas,  a 
Major  Gteneral  of  tlw  militia  of  Kentucky,  ac- 
companied by  a  biU  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Williams  also  made  a  report  on  the  case 
of  Henry  Cain,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief} which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  giving  further 
time  for  the  redemption  of  lands  sold  tor  taxes 
under  the  act  of  August  2, 1613,  entitled  "Ad  act 
to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  United 
States }"  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Shitb,  £rom  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  udiorizin^  the  Secr^ry  <tf  the  Treasury 
to  transfer  calliin  balances  of  appropriatioiu  to 
the  surplus  fund ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  Cfuumittee  on  Blanu- 
&ctures,  reported  a  bill  to  regtilate  the  duties  on 
inmorts  ana  for  other  purposes,  accompanied  by 
a  detailed  report  on  the  subjecL  The  bill  having 
been  twice  read,  Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  refer  it  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  opposed  this 
course,  as  giving  it  a  preference  over  ordinary 
business.  Mr.  Baldwin  replied,  that  the  same 
direction  had  been  given,  at  this  seKsioo,  to  several 
luUs,  that  for  the  redaction  of  the  army,  &c.,  not 
more  important  than  this.  The  motion  of  Mr. 
Baldwin  prevailed,  by  a  rote  of  65  to  61.  The 
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ordinary  number  of  copies  of  the  bill  and  report 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 

House. 

Mr.  Beeches  moved  to  print  three  thousand 
copies  of  the  report  On  this  motion  there  were 
some  remarks  made.  The  printing  of  an  extra 
number  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cdlbseth,  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  Foot,  and  Tyler,  on 
the  ground  that  the  subject  had  been  so  much  dis- 
cussed for  two  or  three  years  past,  that  the  report, 
however  able,  could  hardly  be  expected  to  shea 
much  additional  light  on  the  subject ;  that  the  dis- 
tribution of  these  doettmeots,  among  the  people, 
must  always  be  parti^  and  limited,  thoogh  the 
number  were  larger  than  proposed :  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  printmg  proposed  would  be  sreater 
than  the  benefit  to  accrue  from  it.  To  this  Mr. 
Beecher  opposed  the  importance  of  the  snbject, 
the  great  interest  the  people  felt  in  it,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  making  generally  known  the  views  of 
the  committee  ot  this  House  on  the  subject.  The 
motion  of  Mr.  Beecher  was,  in  the  end,  negativ- 
ed by  a  vote  of  73  to  61. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  have  also  been  referred,  during  the  present 
session,  sundry  petitions  and  memorials  in  relation 
to  tlie  imposition  of  duties  on  sales  at  auction, 
reported  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  of  merchan- 
dise at  auction ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Cahprbll,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petitiott  of 
James  Brady,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  bis  idief ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  loca- 
ting military  land  warrants  toofflcns  and  airfdien 
of  the  Revolntionary  army. 

Mr.  Ross  submitted  the  following  resolotion, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  for  consideration : 

RaolDed,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treaaoij  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  aUtement  of  the 
precise  amoant  of  ipedal  depositee  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutee,  which  is  referred 
to  io  bia  sopplementary  report  of  the  S8th  ultimo,  aa 
not  being  available  the  current  year  ;  aUtlng  partku- 
lariy  of  what  aucb  depoeitee  coodat  iif,9l  depradap 
ted  bank  paper,  the  bank  or  banks  vrUA  immi  tte 
sane,  with  the  amount  by  each,  and  tba  fmsent  car- 
rent  specie  value  thereof,  and  the  year  or  yeara, 
spectivety,  when  the  aame  was  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eustib,  the  House  [mweedad 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him,  for  the  conditional  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union ;  and,  on  his  motion,  in  order  that 
it  might  not  interrupt  the  discussion  of  the  Anny 
bill,  it  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whde 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndeb,  the  House  thai 
took  up  the  resolve  from  the  Senate,  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  and  it  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Inil  from  the  Smate  "  to  incoiponle  the 
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Cotumbia  College  of  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  about  to  be  read  a  third  time,  when 

Mr.  Campbell  objected  to  this  bill  taking  a 
course  diff^ent  from  the  ordinary  practice  in  re- 
gard to  bills,  which  was,  to  refer  them  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Merc£r  earnestly  pressed  the  bill  to  a  de- 
cision without  commitment,  and  expressed  great 
satiaftction  in  having  it  in  his  power  to  vote  on  a 
tall  of  this  description,  having  for  its  object  the 
encooragement  of  learning,       in  the  District. 

After  considerable  conversation  on  the  subject 
between  Messn.  Merger,  Storrs,  and  Camp- 
bell— 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  members. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  certain  documents 
in  relation  to  correspondence  with  foreira  Govern- 
ments on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  acciden- 
tally omitted  to  be  transmitted  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  when  the  documents  were  sent 
which  have  been  already  published. 

The  documents  now  sent  are  the  following : 

Eztncto  of  «  letter  irom  Mr.  Riuh  to  the  Secretaiy 
of  8ute,  dated  I9th  November,  1819. 

Lord  Cutlereagb  to  Mr.  Raah,  Iltb  of  November, 
1819. 

Addrew  from  Hooia  of  Commons,  7th  July,  1819, 
to  the  Prince  Regent. 

8sme,  Hoose  of  Lords,  9\k  do.      do.  do. 

Mr.  Rosh  to  Lord  Caitleresgh,  16tb  of  November, 
1819. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  having  that  subject  ander  considera- 
tion. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  reduce  the  Military  Peace  EstaUishmenL 

Mr.  SiHKurs'fl  motion  to  strike  ont  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  Inll  being  yet  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Tlorth  Carolina,  said,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  debate  he  had  no  intention 
of  taking  any  part  in  the  discossion  on  this  ques- 
tion ;  it  was  nu  ehoiee,  and  he  wonld  have  been 
content  to  have  given  a  silent  vote;  but  the  course 
it  had  taken,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
agitated,  had  given  it  additional  importance,  and, 
like  all  other  subjects  of  a  national  character,  had 
a  tendency  to  excite  the  interest  and  feelings  of 
members,  and  diffuse  its  influence  throughout  the 
nation,  and,  as  iron  sharpens  iron,  he  felt  a  parti- 
cipation of  public  feeling,  as  it  passed  along,  and 
the  few  remarks  he  had  to  make,  although  they 
might  not  shed  much  light  or  have  mnen  influ- 
ence, he  felt  himself  bound  to  ofier. 

Sir,  bjr  the  {wovisions  of  this  bill  we  are  about  to 
embark  m  the  important  business  of  retrenchment^ 
and  he  fondly  hoped  that  the  Representatives  of 
the  people,  on  this  proposition,  would  prove  them- 
selves  the  guardians  of  their  interest;  and,  al- 
thowh  he  was  disposed  to  believe  there  were  fa- 
Tflvwe  symptomsj  an  impolse  of  public  feding  in 
16th  CoK.  2d  Qkbb^SB 
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this  House,  to  correspond  with  the  principle  in  re- 
ducing our  national  expenditures  within  the  pro- 
visions of  our  revenue,  yet,  in  the  progress  of  this 
(inquiry,  our  prospects  are  not  so  promising  as  could 
be  wished  or  expected ;  as  the  diversity  of  opinions 
which  appears  to  be  entertained,  relative  to  the 
measures  that  should  be  adopted,  seems  to  be  the 
only  impediment  in  our  waV,  the  greatest  ob- 
stacle which  can  prevent  us  from  arriving  at  the 
object  we  all  wish  to  accom[disfa.  If  there  is  an 
inherent  weakness,  an  inefficiency  in  repuUics,  it 
must  be  in  a  divisionof  their  councils,  in  the  want 
of  unanimity  in  their  national  policy.  From  the 
views  taken  on  this  question,  it  is  clearly  discovered 
that  our  opinions  are  various.  DifiWent  direc- 
tions of  poUcy  are  pointed  out  to  arrive  at  the  prin- 
ciple. Some  gentlemen  have  strong  objections  to 
a  reduction  of  the  Army,  as  if  it  would  leave  our 
country  defenceless,  without  physical  strength,  and 
liable  to  be  assailed  from  every  quarter.  Others 
are  zealously  devoted  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Navy.  It  must  stand  unimpaired,  not  to  be  touched 
by  unskilful  hands.  Not  one  ship  or  vessel  ought 
to  be  diminished  or  spared  from  the  service.  Our 
flag  must  6oat  on  the  ocean,  not  a  sail  to  be  taken 
down.  A  fhvorite  syston  seems  to  prevail  with 
all.  We  cannot  unite  in  measures  to  efiect  a 
change  of  so  mnch  importance,  in  which  our  coun- 
try is  so  deeply  interested.  It  is  incumbent  and 
indispensably  necessary,  that  some  concessions  of 
policy  be  made — some  relinquishment  of  political 
opinion  on  all  sides.  What  ts  l^islatioii  but  the 
surrender  of  prirate  sentiment  lor  public  good? 
It  is  peculiarly  necessary  that,  in  this  redeeming 
principle,  we  make  some  sacrifice — must  part  with 
our  Delilahs,  or  we  shall  not  be  able  to  return  to 
the  nanow  path  of  economy  from  which  we  have 
deviated.  For,  unless  this  course  be  adopted,  all 
our  efforts  will  be  unavailing. 

Sir,  there  are  three  alternatives  presented  to  our 
view,  which  must  be  the  result  of  our  deliberation, 
and  one  of  them  we  must  adopt,  to  rescue  our 
country  from  the  present  state  of  emfaarrassmenL 
To  borrow  money^,  to  tax  our  citizens,  or  retrench; 
to  borrow  money  m  the  sonsbine  of  potce  and  Iran- 
quillity,  when  tne  desert  blossoms  as  the  rose,  no 
foreign  wars  to  encounter,  no  enemy  to  contend 
with,  is  at  variance,  and  almost  irreconcilable  with 
wise  and  economical  lorislation.  To  tax  our  citi- 
zens at  such  a  time,  and  under  auspices  so  favora- 
ble, is  a  measure  that  would  present  an  odious  and 
frightful  prospect,  the  people  would  not  bear  with 
it,  nor  with  us  in  pursuing  such  a  policy.  They 
would  hold  us  accountable  for  our  legislative  con- 
duct— our  responsibility  is  pledged.  They  have 
confided  to  us  their  best  interest,  and  we  must  re- 
turn and  submit  to  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion. 

Sir,  we  believe  to  retrench  is  practicable,  and 
within  the  reach  of  the  present  inquiry.  The  ex- 
hansted  state  of  our  Treasury  points  out  the  neces- 
sity of  a  radical  change  in  Uie  system  of  our  finan- 
ces, to  |M«vide  lor  the  national  exigencies  without 
oppressmg  our  citizens,  and  demands  our  unremit- 
ting endeavors  to  remedy  the  evil.  But,  sir,  on 
this  principle  I  hare  no  prepossessions  to  gratify, 
no  personalities  in  view,  no  anxions  sdici^e  for 
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any  department  in  preference  to  another.  Let  the 
deDunciatioB  be  equal  and  general  If  justice  is 
to  be  the  standard  by  which  we  are  to  exercise  our 
judgment  in  correcting  the  excesses  of  Govern- 
meot,  let  it  be  administered  with  equal  hands.  If 
your  Army  is  too  large,  and  exceeds  the  proper 
number  necessary  for  the  Peace  Establishment, 
reduce  it  to  such  proportioD  as  may  be  adequate  to 
the  present  day.  If  your  Navy  be  too  extensive  or 
expensive,  lessen  it,  leaving  only  so  many  vessels 
as  are  necessary  for  our  maritime  protection.  If 
there  are  any  or  many  superaumerary  officers  cre- 
ated for  the  purpose  of  emolument,  abolish  them; 
take  a  skirt  from  every  garment,  in  order  to  at- 
tempt the  principle  of  reauetion.  We  have  made 
our  first  approacn  towards  the  Army,  as  the  most 
formidaUe  oraneh  of  our  expenditures,  consisting 
of  ten  thousand  men,  a  nnmber  considered  at  the 
end  of  the  war  barely  sufficient  to  guard  out  posts, 
■and  protect  the  nation  from  danger. 

The  present  bill  proposes  a  reduction  of  that 
army  to  six  thousana  ;  and  from  the  view  I  have 
taken,  I  am  bound  to  believe  it  wijl  safely  admit 
-of  that  reduction  without  danger  or  inconvenience 
to  Chiveniment.  In  the  remarks  I  am  about  to 
make  in  favor  of  reducing  the  Army,  I  trust  I  shall 
not  be  misunderstood  as  to  calculate  1  entertain  any 
hostile  wopensities  or  unfriendly  feelings  towards 
the  Military  Dnurtment.  No,  sir ;  I  am  one  of 
the  last  men  wno  would  attempt  to  prostrate  its 
honors,  or  put  down  military  science.  I  know 
the  sufferings  and  privations  of  military  men  j  I 
venerate  the  character  of  a  soldier,  in  the  exercise 
of  his  profession ;  in  the  performance  of  his  duty 
in  defence  of  his  country ;  but.  Mr.  Chairman.  1 
have  a  most  high  and  unqualified  respect  for  tne 
militiaman,  the  citizen,  and  the  soldier,  employed 
in  the  humble  occupations  of  domestic  life,  cul- 
tivating his  farm^  and  reapine  the  fruits  of  the 
aoiL  contributing  in  his  place  both  to  the  support 
and  defence  of  his  country ;  nor  do  I  entertain 
any  fearful  appiebensions  of  the  danger  of  mili- 
tary power  from  military  men,  or  from  any  army 
that  could  be  raised  or  concentrated  in  this  nation ; 
the  people,  in  their  ajsregate  capacitjr,  having 
the  supreme  power  wivdyuaced  in  their  hand^ 
are  feuingly  alive  to  all  their  interests,  and  will 
ever,  with  a  watchful  and  vigilant  eye,  hold  a 
jealous  control  over  their  liboties,  and  will  not 
suffer  any  excess  in  the  different  establishments  of 
Qoverament.  Nor  do  I  believe  it  has  ever  en- 
tered into  the  speculative  view  of  any  of  the  com- 
manders of  our  armies,  since  the  commencement 
of  our  Government,  to  attempt  such  an  innova- 
tlou  on  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Such  an  en- 
terprise would  be  as  romantic  and  disastrous  as 
DoQ  QrUixotte  buffeting  his  wind-mill.  I  believe 
we  have  always  had  the  purest  military  on  earth, 
with  the  solitary  exception  of  one  general  officer 
of  the  Revolutionarv  war  whose  name  is  too  dis- 
graceful and  too  welt  known  to  mention  in  this 
place.  A  Ctesar,  a  Scylla,  a  Eouli  Ktian,  could 
nave  no  i^ce  here.  Tyrants  could  not  long 
breathe  in  our  Republican  atmosphere ;  but,  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  muen  as  I  venerate  and  esteem  the 
well  disciplined  soldiery  of  my  country,  it  most 
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be  confessed  they  are  only  the  minute-hand  to 
government,  auxiliaries  called  to  our  assistance 
and  defence-in  time  of  war  and  invasion.  ,lt  is 
then,  and  not  till  then,  they  are  wanting  and 
really  necessarj ;  and  could  my  vision  penetrate 
so  far  as  to  discriminate  and  discern  the  exact 
number  necessary  to  be  retained  in  service,  was  it 
six,  tea,  or  twenty  thousand,  that  number  should 
have  my  support,  were  I  convinced  they  were 
required  for  the  safety  and  protection  of  the  na- 
tion. But,  from  what  has  been  presented  to  our 
view  in  the  peaceful  and  tnnqnil  utoatum  of 
our  country,  it  must  be  bdieved  that  six  thounnd 
men  are  coiDpetent  to  all  the  purposes  of  the  pn- 
sent  Peace  Bstabltriunen^  and  the  best  goen  we 
can  make.  Gentlemen  opposed  to  the  redncticm 
of  the  Armyj  advocate  the  doctrine  of  maintaining 
a  strong  military  force  in  order  to  be  prepared  for 
the  event  of  war.  This  would  be  going  beyood 
the  bounds  of  Constitutional  prescription,  which 
declares  that  standing  armies  ought  not  to  be  kept 
up  in  time  of  peace,  and  would  only  be  iveparing 
to  be  preparra  for  such  a  crisis.  Should  war 
come  as  it  has  come,  your  regulars  will  commence 
hostilities,  and  be^in  the  conflict. 

But,  as  it  has  been  in  the  old  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion and  in  the  late  war,  the  militia  will  have  to 
end  the  contest,  and  give  the  last  blow.  Sir,  the 
militia  is  our  stronghtud  and  son  pledge ;  they  are 
recoffuised  as  sncb  1^  all  the  States :  and  upon 
the  faith  and  rdianee  of  the  yemnanry  of  our 
country,  our  Government  was  foum  ■ed,  as  our 
support  in  peace  and  defence  in  war ;  and  acpe^ 
rience  lias  assured  us  that  our  confidence  has  not 
been  misplaced.  It  has  been  said,  in  very  em- 
phatical  language,  that  the  militia  will  not  stand 
the  &re  of  the  eanoon,  or  the  point  of  the  bayonet ; 
be  it  so— in  aome  instances, 

He  tiut  io  batUs  mm  away, 
Will  live  to  fl(ht  uMtber  day. 

But,  to  where  do  they  retreat  ?  not  to  the  enemy, 
but  to  their  homes — to  the  bosom  of  their  country, 
there  to  renew  their  courage,  and  to  recruit  their 
strength,  and  return  to  the  conflict  with  renewed 
vigor  and  enthusiasm.  The  art  of  war  is  a  id- 
ence  diat  must  be  learned,  as  well  as  a  mechanic 
his  trade^  or  a  lawyer  or  a  physician  his  nrofca- 
sion.  Sir,  towards  the  latter  period  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  in  the  Southern  section  of  the 
Union,  the  courage  and  patriotism  of  the  militia 
were  almost  unparalleled  and  proverbial.  It  was 
said  of  them  as  of  the  ancient  Parthians  who  de- 
feated the  Roman  legions,  that  when  advancing 
to  the  attack  they  were  invincible  and  not  to  be 
resisted ;  and  when  they  retreated,  in  their  flight 
were  not  to  be  overtaken.  Sir,  the  valor  and  he- 
roism of  the  militia,  both  in  the  old  and  new  war, 
is  covered  and  attested  by  a  cloud  of  witnesses ; 
and  had  I  not  heard  an  odium  cast  on  the  courage 
and  patriotism  of  that  class  of  our  citiz«is,  my 
voice  should  not  have  been  heard  on  this  occasioa, 
nor  should  I  hare  taken  any  part  in  this  debate. 
But,  sir,  it  is  with  no  snuU  aoisatioiu  of  gratiude 
that  I  find  myself  at  this  time  placed  in  a  aitutioa 
so  as  to  become  the  humUe  adrocate  of  the  nilitia 
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of  my  coantrf,  whose  valor,  courage,  and  skill,  in 
military  science,  has  been  vitneued  throughout 
the  continent.  To  sanction  the  position,  I  am  un- 
der no  necessity  of  recourse  to  history  or  far-fetched 
testimony.  'Hie  facts  are  within  my  reach  and 
personal  recollection.  At  a  late  period  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  when  times  were  sloomy,  and  des- 
peration stared  us  in  the  face,  and  was  thought  by 
some  all  was  lost,  at  the  memorable  battle  of  King's 
Mountain,  where  Major  FerirusoD,  a  celebrated 
British  officer,  with  a  force  oT  veterans  detached 
from  CornwaUis's  army,  having  penetrated  to  the 
mountains  to  the  extreme  parts  on  the  frontiers  of 
North  Caroliiw ;  and  on  his  return,  as  he  believed 
from  a  triumph  ovet  the  rebels,  was  pursued  by 
the  militia  of  North  Carolina,  South  CaroHua, 
and  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colonels  Camp- 
bell, Shdby,  and  Sevier^  officers  whose  memory 
w31  be  perpetuated,  and  livfe  iu  their  country  while 
their  country  lives ;  and  overtaken  at  King's  Moun- 
tain. South  Carolina,  was  beaten,  defeated,  and 
totally  routed ;  none  escaped  to  carry  the  news ; 
and  let  it  be  ever  remembered  that  no  one  officer 
who  commanded,  not  one  soldier  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the  action  and  obtained  the  victory,  were 
of  the  regular  army,  but  all  militia. 

And,  at  the  celebrated  battle  of  the  Cowpeos, 
South  Carolina,  which  terminated  so  favorable 
and  triumphant,  and  shed  such  lustre  on  the  Amer- 
ican arras,  where  Colonel  Tarlton,  with  his  l^ion 
of  cavalry,  and  the  Bower  of  the  British  army,  ad- 
vanced up  the  country  flushed  with  the  assurance 
of  victory,  was  met  tnr  the  militia  commanded  by 
Generals  Pickens  and  McDowell,  with  a  few  r^- 
nlars  under  the  command  of  Oeueral  Morgan,  and 
was  there  totally  defeated,  routed,  and  dispersed; 
and  so  decisive  was  the  victory,  that  the  number  of 
prisoners  exceeded  the  numher  of  the  army  who 
guarded  them  after  the  battle.  Such  was  the  bra- 
very of  the  militia  in  the  old  war,  which  is  con- 
clusive evidence,  that  when  they  become  acquaint- 
ed with  the  art  of  war,  and  brought  into  action, 
they  are  the  best  soldiers  in  the  world. 

The  battle  of  the  Hanging  Rock  was  also  gained 
by  the  militia.  It  is  beyond  the  bounds  of  my  in- 
quiry to  relate  the  many  skirmishes  and  engage- 
xneots  wherein  tlie  militia  were  always  victorious 
to  the  South.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  must  differ 
in  qpinion  from  the  relation  given  by  some  gen- 
tlemen} as  it  relates  to  the  battle  of  Camden, 
where  General  Gates  was  met,  surprised,  and  de- 
feated ^  the  British.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
militia  tied  and  deserted  from  the  battle,  and  was 
the  cause  of  the  defeat.  Sir,  they  fled  when  they 
were  beaten,  with  the  other  troofw ;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  General  Gates  brought  to  the 
South  an  army  of  the  best  disciplined  troops  in  the 
United  States,  with  able  officers,  was  met  and 
surprised  by  the  British  army,  commanded  by  Lord 
Comwaltis,  near  Camden,  South  Carolina,  where 
neither  the  shame  nor  disgrace  of  that  defeat 
should  or  ought  to  be  attacned  to  the  militia  or 
r^nlars,  but  to  the  lack  of  vigilance  in  the  com- 
manding officer^  in  suflering  himself  to  be  sur- 
prised in  so  critical  a  moment.  Let  history  or 
report  relate  what  it  may,  I  am  authorized  to  say 


this  is  a  correct  statement  of  facts  relative  to  the 
action,  from  officers  of  high  standing,  and  from 
the  general  impression  made  on  the  public  mind 
of  the  people  in  the  South.  I  do  not  pretendi  to 
affirm  it  by  my  own  testimony,  for  I  was  neither 
in  the  battle  nor  in  the  race. 

Sir,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  when  our  rights 
were  invaded,  our  liberties  assailed,  and  our  coun- 
try in  jeopardy,  the  militia  were  the  only  and  the 
best  defence  on  which  we  could  rely.  Although 
unaccustomed  to  the  art  of  war,  they  wanted  not 
courage  to  ddend  their  rights;  no  monitor  but 
one ;  no  mercenary  views  to  prompt  or  induce 
them.  Inspired  by  the  love  of  liberty  and  h<^ 
of  independence,  with  the  rifle  in  one  hand  ud 
tbeir  country  in  the  otha,  they  inarched  to  the 
field  of  battle,  without  money  and  without  pric^ 
determined  to  die  or  be  free.  But,  Mr.  Chaimuui, 
th(»e  days  of  heroism  appear  to  have  passed  away 
and  descended  with  our  ancestors  to  the  tomb.  In 
the  present  period  of  modem  reflnemeat,  in  this 
polite  age,  when  the  morning  star  of  peace  and 
Iffosperity  has  risen  in  our  nemisphere,  which 
gladdens  every  scene  and  cheers  every  heart,  we 
are  seized  with  an  epidemic ;  the  fever  of  national 
importance,  and  national  and  individual  wealth 
and  precedence,  prevails  throughout  the  continent. 
It  is  caught  from  breast  to  breast ;  few  escape  the 
contagion.  This  prevailing  principle  is  fully  veri- 
fied in  the  late  war.  When  the  necessity  occuned 
to  enlut  men  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  army,  for  the 
defence  of  the  nation,  we  were  compelled  to  give 
large  premiums  j  give  much,  and  promise  more, 
to  raise  a  regular  force  sufficient  for  the  purposes 
of  the  war. 

The  purse  and  the  sword  then  were  tc^ether; 
nay,  sir,  more ;  the  purse  mustgo  bef<»e  the  sword, 
and  whet  it  for  the  day  of  battle. 

But,  sir,  I  must  not  be  misunderstood  in  these 
remarlEs,  so  as  to  suppose  I  intend  to  give  any  un- 
friendly insinuations,  or  cast  a  shade,  or  the  least 
imputation,  on  the  army  of  the  late  war  and  the 
present  day.  We  owe  them  gratitude  for  their 
valor  and  services;  but  I  must  be  permitted  to 
bring  into  viewi  and  discover,  the  unparalleled 
difference  between  them  and  their  fathers  of  the 
Revolution,  who,  with  empty  pockets,  su£^ng  the 
extremes  of  every  climate,  tlw  privation  of  vraj 
comfort,  conflicting  with  all  die  horrors  of  war,  1^ 
their  valor  and  courage  obtained  the  liberty  we 
now  enjoy.  While  the  late  army  and  diem  of  the 
present  day,  receivesa  full  compensation  and  good 
reward  from  Government  for  their  military  ser- 
vices. The  prevailing  passion  for  natioDal  and 
individual  wealth,  manifests  the  principle  in  strong 
colors,  in  the  various  moneyed  institutions  dissem- 
inated throughout  the  United  States,  in  the  bank- 
ing system,  until  it  appears  that  some  of  them  are 
almost  suffocated  by  tbeir  own  excess.  This 
stimulus,  this  same  overwhelming  principle,  has 
had  a  sensible  operatioi/  on  the  measures  oi  the 
Government,  and  has  led  us  into  the  same  temp- 
tation. A  few  yearspast,  from  the  prosperous  stale 
of  our  commerce  and  products  of  the  agricultural 
interest,  we  were  richj  and  increased  in  wealth  i 
had  a  flowing  Treasury  and  flowing  hearts ;  made 
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laigeappropriations;  turned  noneemptjraway^and 
eren  created  means  to  exhaust  our  finances :  but 
BOW,  sir,  our  condition  is  in  a  measure  reversed, 
and  we  b^n  to  feel  the  effects  of  our  own  indis- 
cretion.  It  is  high  time  to  retrace  our  steps,  and 
return  to  that  happy  medium  of  administration 
between  the  extremes  of  parsimony  on  the  one  hand, 
and  profusion  on  the  other  ;  and  the  bill  on  your 
table  is  one  of  those  effective  measures,  calcufated 
to  accomplish  that  object. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  was  not  gratified  with  all  he 
heard  from  g^tlemen  on  the  same  side  with  him- 
self. His  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  WiLLiAJta) 
had  taken  ao  able  and  compreheiuire  view  of  the 
subjeet,  and  had  brought  conTiction  to  his  mind 
that  a  reduction  of  the  army  was  not  onl^  prac- 
tical, but  compatible  with  the  safety  and  mterest 
oi  the  nation ;  but,  sir,  his  strictures  on  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  are  calculated  to  make  an 
mfiiroiahle  impression  on  the  public  mind  relative 
to  the  official  conduct  of  that  officer.  The  Sec- 
retary of  War  partakes  of  the  fallibility  of  human 
nature,  and,  as  a  man,  was  liable  to  mroluntary 
error}  but,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  could  not  bring  his 
mind  to  such  unfavoraUe  conclusions,  respecting 
the  report  alluded  to,  as  that  to  which  the  mind  (» 
his  colleague  had  come;  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  thought  himself  justified  in  saying  that  the 
Secretanr  of  War  was  considered  an  mtelligent 
and  vi^Wt  officer,  and  had  administered  the  du- 
tiei  of  his  department  with  diligence  and  ability- 
He  would  state  ooe  fact  in  support  of  this  opinion. 
The  land  lying  in  the  chartered  boundary  oi  North 
Canrfina  was  acouired,  he  bdiered,  chiefly  by  the 
exertions  made  oy  the  Secretary  of  War  in  the 
late  trea^  hdd  with  the  Cherokee  nation.  What- 
ever difficultT  was  involved  in  the  negotiation — 
and  he  (Mr.  W.)  knew  there  was  much  difficulty 
— the  Secretary  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  pur- 
chase, without  any  specific  charge  on  that  State. 
Mr.  W.  said,  it  had  not  been  his  course  to  pass  enco- 
miums on  men  in  office ;  but  he  thought  it  deco- 
rous, and,  in  common  justice,  felt  it  nis  duty  to 
offer  these  remarks  on  a  transaction  that  came 
within  his  own  knowledge,  of  which  he  was  occa- 
sionally made  acquainted  and  in  which  he  took  a 
deqi  interest,  in  behalf  of  that  section  of  the  State 
he  repreiented. 

Ana  had  his  other  friend  and  colleague  (Mr. 
Fisher)  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  passed  by, 
and  not  given  a  resorrection  to  Uie  Seminole  war. 
a  subject  long  since  approved  and  laid  to  rest,  ana 
inscribed  in  ute  anuais  of  fame,  recorded  in  your 
Jotimalsj  wherein  he  stated  that  the  commanding 
officer  01  that  expedition  had  exceeded  his  author- 
ity, acted  contrary  to  orders,  and  violated  the 
Constitution ;  had  the  gentleman,  where  he  came 
to  that  poiu^  turned  aside  some  other  way,  or  on 
the  one  side  or  the  other  evaded  these  remarks, 
his  speech  would  have  been  highly  acceptable  and 
conclusive  in  his  favor,  and  saved  his  friend  from 
being  compelled  to  make  this  reluctant  reply.  Sir, 
the  three  preceding  Administrations  have  been 
brought  into  view,  and  argued  with  ability ;  gen- 
demen  have  civen  them  as  vouchers  for  the  polit- 
ical ground  wnieh  they  have  taken ;  scmie  in  uror, 


and  some  against  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace. 
I  admitjsir,  that  every  respect  is  due  to  the  wisdom 
and  policy  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us ;  but, 
sir,  it  is  the  happy  privilege  of  our  Government  for 
every  generation  to  legislate  for  themselves.  The 
lapse  of  time  always  brings  with  it  a  revolution  of 
ptnitics ;  and  that  which  was  proper  and  consis- 
tent with  the  interests  of  the  nation  twenty  or 
thirty  years  past,  may  not  be  applicable  to  us  in  the 
present  period  J  and,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  we 
should  look  out  for  ourselves,  and  pursue  such 
measures  of  {Ktlior  as  we  believe  to  be  best  adapted 
and  most  suitable  for  us  in  our  situation,  and  at 
the  present  day. 

Although,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  situation  of  our 
finances  is  not  so  favorable  as  could  be  wished,  and 
our  agricultural  interest  greatly  depressed,  our 
commerce  measnraUy-  diminished,  our  icsonreei 
of  national  wealth  impeded,  and,  for  want  of  a  due 
proportion  of  circulating  medium}  the  individual 
interest  of  many  of  our  citizens  much  embarrassed ; 
yet,  amidst  all  these  unfavorable  appearances,  our 
country  presents  a  pleasing  prospect  of  brtter 
times :  the  blessings  of  peace  are  yet  ours,  we  have 
none  to  contend  with,  none  to  provide  for  but  our 
own  households;  and,  could  we  arrive  at  the  true 
policy  of  governing  ourselves  with  temperance 
and  moderation,  that  course  would  lead  us  to  in- 
dividual happiness  and  national  prosperity,  unpar- 
alleled by  any  other  nation  on  earth.  Our  resources 
are  great ;  we  have  the  means,  and  the  duty  de- 
volves on  us  to  make  the  application.  And,  sir, 
the  bill  on  your  table  contains  one  of  the  leading 
features  of  that  policy.  I  therefore  feel  bound  to 
give  it  my  support. 

When  Mr.  W".  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Sbboeant  took  the  floor  in  favor  of  the 
motion.  WhenfaeconcludedjtheHonsea^joarned. 


ToEanAY,  January  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Kentucky,  Hen- 
ry Clay,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  iMter 
from  the  Seeretai^  (rf*  the  Navy,  enclosing  a  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  contain- 
ing information  as  to  the  sums  of  mon^  requisite 
to  complete  existing  contracts,  entered  into  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  Navy,  made  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House  of  the  9th  instant ;  which  letter  and 
report  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosa,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  yester^ 
day,  and,  the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a 
statement,  showine  the  balance  of  each  distinct 
appropriation  for  me  Navy  remaining  in  the  Trea- 
sury, and  in  the  bauds  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent 
for  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  1st  of  Janua^, 
1821,  and  other  information  required  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  4th  instant  >  which  letter  and  stale- 
meot  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Way» 
and  Means. 
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REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  then  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Woole  on  the  bill  for  the  re- 
daction of  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  the 
motion  of  Mr.  SiHEiHe  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion yet  depending — 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  reducing  the  Army  to  six  thousand 
lank  and  file.  He  knew  that  thore  were  some 
well-ibunded  objections  to  the  bill  as  reported  by 
the  Military  Committee;  but  Uiese  would  be  re- 
moved by  amendmentB,  in  case  the  motion  to 
strike  oat  the  first  section  should  not  prevail.  He 
hoped  that  those  who  were  o|^K>sed  to  reduction 
would  not  urge  objectiong  to  the  details  of  the  bill, 
and,  to  be  candid,  he-thought  they  had  no  right  to 
do  so,  because^  by  the  rules  oi  the  House,  the 
fHends  of  the  bill  had  a  right  to  make  it  as  perfect 
as  possiUe,  by  amendments,  before  a  motion  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  could  be  ofiered ;  and, 
as  this  privilege  on  their  part  had  been  waived  to 
allow  the  present  motion,  the  courtesy  of  Parlia- 
mentary concession  would  be  violated  if  the  bill 
should  be  assailed  in  its  details.  He  wished  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that  he  should,  on  his 
part,  confine  the  discussion  to  the  principles  in- 
volved in  the  measure,  and  to  the  necessity  and 
expediency  of  reduction. 

Some  of  the  firieuds  of  reduction  had  allowed 
their  zeal  to  carry  them  £rom  the  main  question 
into  a  comparative  view  of  the  militia  and  the 
r^olar  Army ;  while  others,  alarmed  at  the  arU- 
trary  propensities  of  military  power,  had  rambled 
over  uie  pages  of  history,  ancient  and  modem,  in 
search  of  examples  to  prove  that  standing  armies 
are  dangerous  to  civil  liberty.  He  did  not  wish  to 
impugn  the  reasoning  of  his  friends,  but  he  was 
fearful  that  their  arguments  had  more  of  theory, 
and  less  of  substantial  &ct,  than  was  proper  on  a 
subject  of  this  kind.  Perhaps,  in  fairness,  the 
friends  of  the  present  Peace  Establishment  ought 
to  show  that  the  public  service  requires  an  Army 
of  ten  thousand,  but  they  had  very  adroitly  thrown 
the  omu  pnbmtdi  upon  the  friends  of  reduction, 
and  then  challenged  them  to  go  into  the  dettdls  of 
the  service,  and  designate  the  places  where  troops 
are  uselessly  employed,  and  show  that  six  thou- 
sand is  sumctent.  Two  or  three  membos  have 
aresied  the  attack  in  that  quarter,  supposing  it,  no 
aoabt,  to  be  the  weakest  part  of  our  line  of  de- 
fence. The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Sbroeant)  broke  ground,  and  openea  his  battery 
upon  that  point,  and  it  was  but  just  to  say  that 
he  had  occupied  the  best  position  which  the  field 
afibrded.  Another  gentleman,  from  the  same 
State,  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  called  for  facts  as  trium- 
phanUy  as  if  the  victory  was  gained,  and  he  had 
only  come  in  to  claim  a  portion  of  the  spoils  of 
a^ment.  Mr.  T.  said  he  would  meet  the  call ; 
he  would  engage  to  dig  up  some  ore,  if  the  gentle- 
man  would  promise  to  manufacture  it  into  {dough- 
sbares  and  spindles.  The  gentleman  himself  had 
stated  some  facts  which  might  be  useful,  if  prop- 
erly applied.  He  had  statea  that  one  of  the  Major 
iSenerals  was  at  his  {arm  in  New  York,  attending 
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to  the  concerns  of  agriculture ;  and  another  neat 
Nashville  in  Tennessee,  equally  well  employed. 
And  this  was  stated  to  prove  that  the  militia  of 
the  Union,  being  about  eight  hundred  thousand, 
are  cot  likely  to  oe  destroved  by  those  two  oflBcers 
of  the  regular  Army.  And  so  it  does  prove  it ; 
and  what  of  it?  But  it  proves  another  thing: 
that  the  operations  of  the  Army  were  going  on 
without  the  personal  attendance  or  assistance  of 
those  two  Qoierals ;  and  that,  conse<^uentIy,  they 
could  be  disbanded  vrithout  much  detriment  to  the 
public  service.  The  same  gentleman  insisted  tluit 
the  disbursements  of  the  Qovemment  were  con- 
trt^led  by  a  liberal  eeon<uuy,  and,  to  prore  this,  he 
drew  a  contrast  between  the  expenditures  of  the 
nation  and  some  city  corporations.  Baltimore  he 
said,  expended  annually  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  upon  the  local  service 
that  city,  This,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  quite  probabU. 
He  had  been  in  that  city  more  than  once,  and  had 
some  knowledge  of  the  putdic  works  and  public 
spirit  of  the  puce.  Its  citizens,  said  he,  are  a 
generous,  lib^l,  open-handed,  high-minded  peo- 
ple; they  have  some  splendid  monuments,  sur- 
passing in  magnitude  every  thing  of  the  kind  in 
the  Republic.  One  is  the  Washington  Monu- 
ment, proudly  ascending  one  hundred  and  forty 
feet  above  the  plane  of  its  horizon,  erected,  by  a 
grateful  peo|)le,  to  immortalize  the  glory  of  the 
"  Father  of  his  Country."  Another  is  in  prtwress 
to  perpetuate  the  &me  of  those  who  fdl  in  deunee 
of  the  city ;  in  ddience  of  theor  wives,  and  fiunilies, 
and  sacred  homes.  It  is  a  mimament  of  gencarous 
sympathy  and  noble  feding,  consecrated  by  <»• 
phaus*  sobs  and  widows'  tears.  And  another  yet, 
of  vast  dimensions,  the  base  of  which  is  upwards, 
and  die  cone  pointing  downward,  piercing  the 
earth^-the  {dan  is  yet  on  paper.  No  part  of  the 
Union  can  show  a  parallel,  and  centuries  may 
elapse  before  one  of  equal  magnitude  and  like  ma- 
terials will  be  sem.  A  oentleman  adu  me  for  its 
name.  Here  it  ia^Bm&i^teif~^  the  amount  of 
millions. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
SiMEms)  had  informed  the  Committee  that  the 
Executive  departments  were  opposed  to  reduction, 
especially  the  War  Department,  and  contended 
that  we  ought  not  to  act  hastily  in  disbanding  the 
present  Anny  against  their  better  judgmcot  and 
more  delibemte  opinion.  Mr.  T.  thot^ffat  it  would 
be  as  well  to  leave  their  opinions  out  of  the  argu- 
ment. For  his  part,  be  was  not  hostile  to  any  of 
them — State,  Troastiry,  War,  or  Navy.  He  had 
no  grievances  to  complain  of,  no  disfavors  to  r»> 
sent.  He  would  support  any  of  them  when  he 
believed  them  right,  and  he  would  follow  his  own 
opinion  when  it  tells  him  they  are  wrong.  In 
doing  this,  he  had  no  fears  of  giving  umbrage  to 
any  one ;  and,  if  he  did,  what  of  it  1  Must  he 
pine  himself  to  death,  and  be  buried  at  the  puUic 
charge,  or  "  fork  his  fingers  in  their  faces  hale  and 
hearty,"  and  try  to  be,  what  every  member  of  a 
legislative  body  ought  to  be — free  and  indepen- 
dent? The  same  gentleman  (Mr.  SiMKiNa)liad 
asserted  that  there  were  no  petitions  against  the 
army,  and  insisted  that  Congress  ou^t  not  to 
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ledoce  it,  unless  the  people  should  petition  for  re- 
dnetioti  and  retrenchment.  Mr.  T.  would  tell  hiv 
frifHid,  UkBt  when  the  people  send''petitioDs  for  re- 
doetioD  of  expenses,  they  osoallf  tom  out  old 
intwtinrn,  and  send  new  onci  in  their  places.  That 
wft»  the  way  in  1798.  He  would  tdl  his  friend 
another  thinf :  the  people  had  already  walked  forth 
into  the  field  of  expenditure;  they  had  foand  the 
Anay  a  barren  fig  tree,  and  had  said,  "Cut  it 
down,  whr  ctunbereth  it  the  Tine]fard  of  the  Trea- 
sury?" Bat  the  hndiaudineQ  of  the  Army,  tboae 
who  expect  to  gather  its  fmits,  im|^re  you  to 
spue  it  yet  anotber  year.  They  promise  to  dig 
aoout,  and  water  it,  and  if  next  year  it  bring  not 
iatth  fruit  of  utility,  then,  sav  they,  ye  may  la^  die 
ajK  to  the  root  and  hew  it  down.  In  his  opmion 
the  day  of  retrenchment  had  come.  No  one  ven- 
tures to  adTocate  loans  a&m  this  year,  and  we 
mwt  retrench  exaenses,  or  find  new  means  of  rais- 
iag  rerenue.  Tne  present  conditicMi  of  the  couii- 
try  forbids  the  adoption  of  any  system  of  taxation, 
and  the  existing  statv  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
hairen  i»o«peet  before  would  enfwee  a  rigid 
•yetem  of  ecommiy. 

He  did  not  intend,  however,  to  rest  the  argu- 
ment for  reduction  nimn  the  want  of  means  in  Ae 
Treasury.  If  the  princiides  he  intended  to  rely 
npon  should  be  found  correct,  and  fairly  applica- 
btrte  the  subiKt,  a  deficit  of  fire  thousand  or  five 
miUrons  would  not  change  the  conclusion  which 
woidd  follow.  To  be  better  nndentood.  he  would 
state  that  there  are  three  questions  involved  in  the 
inquiry  before  the  Ckmunittee : 

1st  Is  the  present  Army  necessary  for  the  peace 
SKvice  of  the  country  1 

Sd.  Is  the  Treasury  able  to  sunwrt  it? 

3d.  Will  its  reduction  lessen  the  smngth  of  the 
nalioo— ^imuiish  its  eapaeity  to  meet  Ue  emer- 
gomiea  of  fntnre  wars? 

"Hie  argiuoent  in  fevor  of  reduction  would  be 
cmdnsivej  if  it  cooid  be  shown  that  a  force  of  six 
thousand  is  adequate  to  the  peaee  service  of  the 
RCToblic,  and  that  the  money  saved  by  reduction 
eomd  be  more  usefoUy  employed.  He  had  the 
teiurity  to  believe  that  he  should  be  able  to  diow 
duS'in  the  view  he  would  take  of  the  three  qoes- 
tions  just  pvpomided.  But,  said  he,  the  gentle- 
BMm  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  SEROBAifrT  says, 
that  a  part  of  the  peace  service  consists  la  pre- 
pariinc  for  war ;  that  standing  armies  have  been 
eotauished  by  all  Governments}  that  they  make 
a  part  of  the  police  of  nations ;  aad  that  we  invite 
a^lgression  woen  we  weaken  that  arm  of  our  na- 
tioiud  defence.  Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  and  an  iron- 
Jnnded  sjrstem  of  arbitrary  power,  supported  by 
theae  anmei^  makes  a  jiart  also  of  the  poHce  of  na- 
tions ;  and  the  ocduRoo.  of  the  body  of  the  people 
firem  the  rights  of  self-covemment  makes  ano^« 
part  of  the  ptdiee  of  nations ;  and  pnUic  d^s,  to 
a  ftuful  amount,  created  in  supporting  these  ar- 
mies, make  another  part  of  the  police  of  natiom ; 
and  vast  loans,  made  for  the  puipose  of  marching 
tbeae  armies  to  the  field  of  battle^  where  they  can 
day  and  be  slain,  makes  another  part  of  the  police 
<rf  nations ;  and  ponderous  systems  of  taxation 
Make  another  part  oi  the  police  of  natiraa— tmtil 
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alt  Europe  is  stoop-shouldered  under  the  tremen- 
dous pressure  of  these  onerous  systems  of  ptrfice. 
And  what  has  Europe  ^ined  by  these  sacr^cesl 
He  would  not  insott  misery  and  wretchedness  hr 
asking  if  she  is  prosperous  or  happy?  He  wonu 
only  ask,  if  she  had  purchased  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity? Will  any  statesman  have  the  hardihood  to 
assert,  with  the  history  of  the  last  two  centuries 
before  him,  that  the  augmentation  of  the  armies  of 
Europe  has  promoted  forbearance  and  good  fd- 
lowship  among  the  sovereigns,  or  foresttUed  ag- 
gression, or  diminished  die  number  of  their  deso- 
Fating  wars?  And  why  should  the  people  of  this 
continent  make  baste  to  naturalize  uie  false  max- 
ims and  mad  policy  of  Europe,  and  follow  her 
along  the  road  to  ruin?  We  are  warned,  said  he, 
by  the  agonies  she  has  suffered,  and  is  now  suflhr- 
ing,  and  is  destined  to  suffer,  to  eschew  her  sys- 
tems of  military  notice. 

Is  the  present  Army  necessary  for  the  peace  ser^ 
vice  of  ute  country?  What  are  its  peace  duties? 
To  garrison  our  posts  and  fortification^  and  con- 
trol and  overawe  the  Indians.  What  quantum  of 
force  is  necessary  for  these  puiposes?  Qentlemeo 
oppos«l  to  us  talk  about  the  Peace  Establishment 
of  1802  and  1808,  but  carefully  omit  the  compari- 
son between  the  peace  service  of  that  period  and 
the  peace  service  of  the  present.  From  1802  to 
1808,  the  Peace  Establishment  was  fixed  at  three 
thousand  rank  and  file,  and  that  Anny  performed 
the  service  which  we  are  now  told  requires  ten 
thousand.  The  contrast  stares  gentlemen  in  the 
face  like  sunshine,  and,  to  escape  the  painful  con- 
clusion, they  tell  us  that  the  peace  service  has 
greatly  increased.    They  say— 

Ist  That  our  population  is  nearlv  douUed. 

3d.  That  we  have  nearly  donblea  our  poste  and 
forts. 

3d.  That  oar  frontiers  ue  |^«atly  extended. 

Let  us  examine  these  fiicts,  and  see  how  ftr  titer 
justify  the  aivument.  If  the  gentlemen  from  Soun 
Carolina  and  Pennsylvania  (Messrs.  SiHxniaand 
Sbhogant)  mean  to  say,  that  an  increaae  of  pop^ 
ulatitm  implies  an  increase  of  facility  in  filling  the 
ranks,  agreed.  If  they  mean  that  it  implies  an  in- 
crease of  means  to  support  an  army,  he  would 
frankly  admit  it.  But  if  they  intend  to  affirm  that 
an  increase  of  population  enlarges  the  peace  ser- 
vice of  the  Army,  or  makes  it  necessary  to  aur- 
meat  the  Army  in  time  of  peace,  he  must  boldly 
deny  it.  Do  they  mean  to  say  that  &ction  and 
discontent  increases  vrith  population,  and  calls  for 
an  augmentation  of  military  force  to  quell  its  bold 
audacity?  Such  a  sentiment  is  not  to  be  endured. 
Can  the  census  of  any  nation  be  the  standard  ctf 
its  Peace  EstaUishment?  The  argument,  he  said, 
was  surely  used  as  a  nu^wdght ;  it  came  aerosi 
his  pride  and  feeling,  and  he  irould  not  trust  him' 
sdf  to  speak  fnrUier  of  it.  It  would  refote  itsdf. 

The  posts  and  forts  are  increased  in  number; 
end,  in  the  same  propoiti«i,  he  admined  it  was 
necessary  to  have  more  tro<n»  than  we  had  at  l9tt 
and  1808.  At  1803  and  1804  we  had  34,  and  at 
1806  we  occupied  47  posts  and  fortifications.  At 
this  time  we  occupy  04.  or  at  most  69;  The  re- 
turns lud  upon  our  taUes  show  134  posts,  94  of 
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wliich  bare  ganisoos  of  not  less  than  ten  rank  and 
file ;  fifteen  others  of  them  hare  one,  and  three, 
and  fire,  and  eight,  officers  and  men  at  them ;  just 
enough  to  lock  the  gates,  and  the  rest,  53  in  nam- 
ber,  are  abandoned  as  useless.  In  fact  some  of 
them  had  no  existence,  and  he  could  not  perceive 
why  they  were  nnwrted.  We  offer  an  army  of 
6,000;  and  it  is  clear  that  this  army,  when  prop- 
orly  distributed  among  the  posts  and  torts  now  oc- 
cupied, would  gife  each  a  force  superior  to  the 
aven^  of  that  which  ther  had  from  1602  to  1806. 
Sepantdy  considered,  therefore,  the  argument 
upon  posts  and  forts  was  aeainst  the  opposers  of 
rednetioB.  But  as  it  was  nis  intention  to  meet 
the  argnment  fairiy,  in  all  its  force,  he  would  pro- 
ceed to  inquire  into  the  allied  mlargement  of  our 
frontiers,  and  would  treat  the  subject  as  if  the  ar- 
guments of  populations,  and  forts,  and  posts,  was 
consolidated  with  the  other.  Are  our  frontiers 
extended  since  1802,  so  as  to  nnuire  an  additional 
fwcefor  the  peace  service?  To  aroid  all  com- 
{dexity  of  ideas  on  the  subj«:t,  he  said  he  would 
divide  the  frontiers  of  the  Union  into  four  parts. 

1st  Our  maritime  frontier,  extending  along  the 
seaboard,  from  Eastport,  in  M^ine,  to  the  mouth 
of  St.  Mary's,  in  Gteorgia. 

2d.  Our  len  fignk,  resting  upon  Nova  Scotia, 
and  tbe  Canadas,  and  otendii^  from  Eastport,  in 
Maine,  to  Fort  Maekinae. 

3d*  Oar  rwht  flank,  resdng  upon  the  Floridas, 
the  Chilf  of  Mezic<^  and  the  Spanish  provinces ; 
and, 

4th.  Our  rear,  or  Western  settlements,  along  the 
valley  of  tbe  Mississippi,  and  which  are  protected 
by  a  cordon  of  posts  from  Fort  Mackinac,  head  of 
Lake  Huron,  to  Fort  Smith,  in  tbe  Arkansas. 

Two  or  three  general  remarks,  be  said,  would 
shorten  tbe  argument.  He  was  inroceeding  upon 
tbe  tacit  admission  that  the  front  and  flanks  of  the 
Union  require  a  force  at  this  time,  double  that 
which  was  distributed  upon  tbe  same  lines  from 
1802  to  1808.  But  this  was  conceding  more  than 
he  was  bound  to  ^rant.  It  is  admitted  that  the 
forts  and  fortificauons  have  been  doubled  on  the 
ftont  and  fluiks  since  1804.  And,  as  the  natural 
defences  are  the  same  now  as  then,  it  follows 
that  the  artificial  strength  of  those  lines  has  been 
doubled ;  and,  therefi»e,  he  could  assert,  without 
fter  of  doiial,  that  the  same  military  force,  distrib- 
uted upon  those  Uae^  would  make  them  stronger 
now  than  they  were  at  1803  and  1808.  Would 
this  be  cnitradieted  ?  Do  fortifications  weaken 
the  country  1  If  so,  why  construct  them  ?  Do 
they  not  increase  its  strength?  Does  not  every 
fort  increase  the  strength  of  its  line  of  defence  ? 
Will  you  not  douUe  the  strength  of  a  ziven  line 
(all  other  things  being  equal)  by  doubling  the 
number  of  forts  upon  Utat  line  ?  Surely  you  do. 
And  it  foUows  of  coarse  that,  as  you  increase  tbe 
defensive  stren^  of  a  line,  by  erecting  fortresses, 
you  may  diminish  its  military  force.  Now,  there- 
fore, as  the  bill  (NTDposes  an  army  douUe  that  of 
1802,  and,  as  it  is  certain  that  the  front  and  flanks 
of  the  eouiitry  will  reedve  thdr  due  proportioB  of 
six  Uiooaand,  it  is  ftir  toeontoid  that  the  mifi- 
tttry,  as  well  as  the  permaaent  artificial  strength 


of  the  front  and  flanks,  will  be  double  that  of  18(0 
and  1808.  How,  then,  stands  the  argument,  in 
reference  to  our  maritime  front?  It  was  as  far 
from  Eastport,  in  Maine,  to  St.  Mary's,  in  181^ 
and  1808,  as  it  is  at  this  day,  and  the  same  harbors 
and  estuaries  along  the  coast  to  be  defended.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  extension  of  territory  upon  our 
seaboard.  But  its  natural  defences  are  the  same,, 
and  its  fortifications  are  doubled,  and  tbe  bill  pro- 
pose to  give  it  doable  the  number  of  troops  to 
garrison  uose  fortresses.  And  will  it  still  be  said, 
Uiat  a  reduction  of  the  army  to  six  thousand,  will 
reduce  the  strength  of  our  nuuitime  fhmt  to  mow 
the  standard  of  1802  and  1808.  Would  it  not  be 
fair  to  say,  at  onoa,  that  we  shall  leave  Uie  ««^lMHnrd 
twice  as  strong  as  it  was  at  that  period  1  ThcM 
remarks,  he  said,  were  equally  applicable  to  the 
peace  service  of  our  Left  flank,  b^inning  at  East* 
port,  in  Maine,  and  extending  along  our  Iwun^uy 
line  westward,  to  the  St.  Lawrence  and  tbe  lakes, 
and  up  tbe  lakes  to  Detroit,  and  from  thence  to 
Mackinac ;  and  also  to  oar  right  flank,  be^oning 
at  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia,  and  extending  westward 
and  southwest  as  far  as  Fort  Smith,  on  the  ArkaUr 
sas.  There  is  no  extension  upon  either  of  those 
Imes  since  1802  and  1608 ;  nor  is  there  any  de- 
mand for  additional  troops,  save  that  which  is 
cnated  by  the  eieetimi  of  forts }  to  garrison  which, 
a  ftir  proportion  of  the  six  thousand  is  fully  ade< 
quale.  Where,  then,  said  he,  is  this  vast  extension 
of  territory,  which  makes  an  inerease  of  the  army 
necessary?  On  the  west,  sav  gmtlanen,  the  d^ 
fmsive  line  of  our  rear  has  been  extended.  Let 
us  refer  to  facts.  Tbe  Committee  would  recdlect 
that  he  left  th^  at  Mackinac  on  the  left  fhm^ 
and  at  Fort  Smith  on  the  right.  The  space  be- 
tween those  two  points  is  our  nuUtary  rear.  On 
the  20th  of  November,  1803,  the  province  of  Loui- 
siana was  surrmdered,  at  New  Orleans,  to  the 
United  States,  under  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso. 
The  fort  of  St.  Louis,  and  the  mtermediate  posts, 
were  transferred  on  toe  10th  of  March  following. 
At  and  before  diis  acquisition,  we -had  a  cordon  of 
posts  from  Mackinac  to  Fan  Adams,  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi  six  miles  above  tbe  Spanuh  Ime.  Bu^  to 
make  the  omtrast  free  from  all  colov  of  inequalitr, 
he  would  omit  Fort  Adams,  and  stop  at  tbe  old 
Spanish  post  of  Arkansas.  To  avoid  mistake  he 
would  enumerate  the  posts  upon  the  cordon,  and 
^ve  the  strength  of  each  at  several  periods  Ther 
were  as  follow : 

Aggregate  Jbne. 
1802.  ISOe.  1809. 

I.  Fort  MackinM 

5.  Chicago,  i.  e.  Fort  Dsarbwa  - 

3.  Fort  Wsvne 

4.  Pott  8u  Vincmow 
b.  Bdle  Pontune,  Miniirippi  - 

6.  ICaifcaridM,  nma  riw 

7.  Fort  Mmssc  -      .      .  . 

8.  Fort  Fiekaiuis,  Cbick'w  Blnft 

9.  Pott  Arkansas  Arkutiu  river 

TotiJ  - 

The  total,  as  here  given,  is  not  exactly  correct, 
I  beesuse  there  were  some  chaages  in  the  posts; 
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for  initance,  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  Fort 
Pickering  after  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  and 
the  garrisoa  at  Kaskaskias  was  discontinued,  and 
the  troops  sent  to  Fort  Osage,  in  the  Missouri 
Territory.  But  it  is  positively  true,  he  said,  that 
the  aggregate  force  on  that  frontier  did  not  exceed 
■five  hundred  rank  and  file  at  any  time  between 
1802  and  181 1.  And  this  force,  daring  that  period, 
maintained  the  posts,  overawed  the  udians,  pro- 
jected the  frontier,  and  were  found  to  be  adequate 
<o  the  peace  service  in  that  quarter.  At  present 
we  have  the  following  cordon  of  posts ;  the  force 
at  each  of  which,  is  taken  from  the  last  returns, 
tiz: 

1.  Fort  Haekiuc,  hesd  of  Lake  Horoa         -     I  IS 

5.  Fort  Howard,  Gtmo  Bay,  mouth  of  Fox 

lim  «M 

9.  Chicago,  Fort  Dearborn,  Lake  Erie   •      -  134 
i.  8t  Pater'a,  mouth  of  river  8l  Pater's,  Can- 
tonment Laavanwortb    -      .      .      .  SM 

6.  Fort  Orawford,  Prairie  do  Chiea,  moath  of 

WiacoBiin     -  101 

6.  Fort  Armstrong,  Rock  Island,  HiHiaaippi  -  80 

7.  Coondl  Blofis,  720  miles  op  the  Miaaoori  -  801 

8.  Fort  Smilbi  miles  op  the  Arkanssa    -  76 


Total      -      •  2,385 

Formerly  the  cordon  termioated  at  the  Chicka- 
■aw  Blu£b,  and  then  again  at  Post  Arkansas,  after 
its  surrender  to  us,  but  at  this  time  both  of  these 
poets  are  diaeoatbned,  and  Fort  Smith  established 
m  lien  of  them. 

Now.  said  Mr.  T.,  contrast  this  and  that,  and 
then  tell  us  what  has  become  of  the  argument  of 
extension.  In  the  former  period,  you  had  one  post 
more  than  at  present:  and  although  you  have 
changed  the  location  of  forts  and  posts,  as  the  fron- 
tier settlements  advanced,  yet  the  line  from  Fort 
Mackinac  to  Post  Arkansas,  was  as  long,  or  nearly 
so,  as  the  line  from  Mackinac  to  Fort  Smith,  on 
the  Arkansas.  You  bare  only  thrown  out  the 
centre  of  the  line ;  and  in  this  alone  consists  the 

g'odigioua  dongation  of  which  we  hear  so  much, 
ut  the  frontier  settlements  are  stronger  now  than 
they  were  in  1803-6-9 — have  better  rifles,  and 
more  of  them,  and  are  in  every  respect  better  able 
to  defend  themselves.  Are  the  Indians  more  nu- 
merous, or  more  warlike  or  more  hostile  now  than 
they  were  then  1  The  fact  is  well  known,  that 
the  number  of  warriors  are  greatly  diminished  since 
180S.  Some  of  the  triba  are  almost  extinct  ^ 
others  are  our  avowed  friends  or  allies,  or  quast 
subjects.  Their  proud  si}irit  has  been  quailed. 
Their  warlike  habits  and  intrepidity  of  cluracter 
are  (m  the  wane.  In  short,  the  tribes  immediately 
upon  our  border,  are  less  warlike  and  more  drunken 
and  worthless,  tnan  at  any  former  period.  Besides, 
our  control  over  them  has  been  extended  quite  as 
much  as  our  posts.  The  British  traders  are  en- 
tirely excluded  from  some  of  the  tribes,  and  their 
influence  is  everywhere  diminished,  and  constantly 
diminishing ;  and  what  is  of  more  consequence, 
the  Indians  must,  for  the  future,  look  to  us  for 
supplies,  especially  arms  and  munitions  of  war, 
which  would  always  be  withheld  thenunnent  they 
manifested  indications  of  hostility ;  and  then,  in 
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addition  to  the  military  force  on  that  frontier,  we 
have  an  army  of  traden^  and  factors,  and  military 
agents,  all  of  whom  assist  in  smoking  the  pipe  of 
peace. 

Hence,  it  appears,  that  we  have  quadrupled  our 
force  on  that  line  of  frontier,  although  the  actual 
demand  there  for  troops  has  not  increased ;  has, 
in  fact,  greatly  diminisbed  since  1802.  And  thus 
it  is  manifest,  that  the  argument  of  extension  is  a 
mere  exaggeration,  a  phantom  of  the  forest,  which 
vanishes  the  moment  you  break  up  the  margin  of 
the  Union  into  lines,  and  apply  the  standard 
1802-6-8,  to  the  present  peace  service  of  the 
country.  Wilt  the  reduction  of  the  Army  m^te 
it  necessary  to  withdraw  a  part  of  this  force  from 
the  West  i  In  this  he  was  onwillittE  to  control 
the  Dqiartments.  But,  it  was  his  decided  opinion, 
that  at  this  time  the  Army  was  unequafly  and 
improperly  distributed.  New  York,  for  instance, 
has  a  force  of  one  thousand  seven  hundr^,  with 
one  Major  General  and  one  Brigadier ;  and  Ken- 
tucky has  a  force  of  one  officer  and  servant.  It 
was  true,  that  Kentucky  had  rifles  enough  to  de- 
fend it ;  but  surely  the  great  State  of  New  York 
ought  not  to  be  degraded  by  treating  it  as  a  con- 
quered country,  to  be  held  only  by  a  strong  force 
in  garrison.  If  the  battalions  or  raiments  are 
kept  entire  for  the  purpose  of  drill  and  man<£uvre, 
let  them  be  sent  to  the  West,  where  subsistence  is 
cheap.  New  York  has  a  force  of  one  thousand 
svrea  hundred,  and  the  whole  Western  frontier 
only  two  thoQsand  three  hundred  and  sixty-three. 
He  would  not  ctonplain  of  these  things^  but  he 
would  say,  after  reducing  the  Army  to  six  thou- 
sand, a  reinforcement  comd  be  sent  to  the  West 
equal  to  the  whole  force  with  which  that  frontier 
had  been  protected,  from  1802  up  to  1809. 

It  was  possible,  he  said,  that  he  might  be  incor- 
rect in  some  of  the  facts  he  bad  stated.  The 
Army  report,  as  printed,  had  only  been  laid  on 
the  tables  yesterday,  and  from  the  hasty  glance 
he  had  given  it,  he  could  not  assure  the  Houae 
that  he  was  exactly  correct  in  all  the  details  he 
had  given,  but  be  would  confidently  assert,  that  he 
was  substantially  correct  in  all  the  leading  facts. 
And  if  so,  it  was  now  his  turn,  he  said,  to  call 
upon  gentlemen  for  information.  He  demanded 
of  them  to  show  that  the  state  of  our  relaticms, 
interior  or  exterior,  foreign  or  domestic,  zeqaires 
at  this  time  a  stronger  military  force  uptm  the 
flanks  of  our  country,  or  on  our  rear,  or  maritime 
front,  than  we  had  there  from  1802  to  1808.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Siheihb,) 
aided  by  the  gentleoian  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mx. 
SsBGEANTilhadgirenacatalogueofreasons.  They 
say  we  shall  presently  occupy  Florida ;  have  they 
forgotten  that  the  Army  of  1802,  occupied  die 
great  province  of  Louisiana  in  1803-4,  without 
any  increase  of  force?  Must  we  retain  the  forts 
along  the  present  line,  and  establish  new  posts  in 
Florida,  to  defend  it  against  ourselves  t  Or  may 
we  not  do  as  we  did  in  1803-4,  break  up  the  use- 
less posts  on  that  flank  and  order  the  troops  down 
into  Florida,  as  we  then  did  into  Louisiana? 
Again,  they  say  we  mtist  keep  up  the  Army  to 
damd  Florida,  and  garrison  its  posts  and  iorts, 
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and  overawe  the  Indians.  But,  if  a  part  of  the 
Army  of  thne  thousand  defended  Louisiana  and 
garrisoned  its  foits,  and  orerawed  the  Indians, 
aoiely  a  due  proportion  of  six  thousand  can  per^ 
fosm  that  service  in  Florida.  How  many  troops 
do  you  want  there?  Ttuee  hundred  at  St  Au- 
gOBtine,  two  hundred  at  Pensacola,  Mvf  at  St. 
Afacks,  and  one  hundred  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ap- 
palachicola,  to  aid  the  eunboats  in  seizing  those 
who  attempt  to  smuggle  negroes  ot  goods  into 
that  part  of  the  Union.  Does  the  acquisition  of 
Florida  make  that  frontier  stioager  or  weaker 
tlum  it  was  before?  If  stronger,  why  do  you 
want  more  troops  there  now,  than  we  bad  there 
in  1803-4-8 1  If  weaker,  why  did  we  make  the 
treaty  ?  Is  it  really  true  that  we  shall  weaken 
thetfnion  by  this  arrondissement  of  our  territory? 
Must  we  entail  upon  ourselves  and  upon  posterity 
an  increase  of  the  Army,  with  all  its  concomitant 
expeDses,  for  the  jrarpose  of  occupying  a  country 
wnkh,  being  acauired,  makes  us  weaker  than  we 
were  without  it  1  Are  we  to  pay  95,000,000  for 
an  encumlwance  ?  Must  we  pay  that  sum  for 
Florida,  and  surrender  a  great  fine  dukedom  be- 

J'oai  the  Sabine,  to  make  ourselves  more  defence- 
ess  than  we  were  before  t  Where  are  the  friends 
of  the  treaty  ?  Let  them  stand  forth  and  defend 
it.  Bad  as  it  was,  and  hostile  to  it  as  he  always 
had  been,  he  would  still  do  justice  to  all  sides.  He 
was  ready  to  admit,  be  was  prepared  to  prove, 
that  the  Floridas  would  add  greatly  to  the  strength 
of  our  Southern  frontier ;  and  for  that  very  rea- 
son, said  he,  we  wuit  no  uerease  of  the  Army  to 
defend  it. 

Bat,  again ;  they  say  our  dispute  with  Spain  is 
not  yet  settled.   He  would  a^  if  we  had  do  dis- 

Sate  with  Spain  in  1802 1  Was  not  the  right  of 
eposite  withheld  1  Had  they  forgotten  that  Fed- 
au  ffentlemen  on  this  floor  called  loudly  for  war, 
and  demanded  that  the  nation  should  prepare  for 
hostilities?  Bat  the  Army  was  not  increased, 
the  affikir  with  Spain  Uew  over,  and  the  Peace 
Estafalbdiment  was  reduced,  and  fixed  at  three 
thoasand. 

A^ain;  we  must  look,  it  is  said,  to  our  foreign 
relations.  Do  we  not  see,  say  they,  that  the  ma- 
terials for  revolution  are  prepared  throughout  Eu- 
rope, and  that  dreadful  convulsions  may  be  ap- 
prehended ?  And  what  then  ?  Only  this — Europe 
will  be  fully  employed  at  home^  and  will  find  no 
leisure  to  wage  war  in  our  hemisphere.  Spain  is 
named.  What  can  she  do  ?  Can  she  find  means 
to  assail  us  at  a  moment  when  she  cannot  reduce 
the  weakest  of  her  revolted  colonies  ?  But,  she 
must  finish  her  self-renovatioD ;  her  undivided  at- 
tentimi  is  employed  in  her  domestic  concerns ;  in 
the  re^taUiabment  of  order  and  the  constitational 

Sstem :  and  in  creating  ways  and  means  to  pay 
e  pnuic  debt  From  that  Power  we  have  noth- 
ing to  fear  j  Mexico  is  our  hostage  with  her.  Have 
a  fittle  patience,  said  he,  until  the  allied  sovereigns 
can  persuade  Ferdinand  that  he  is  strong  enough 
to  reclaim  the  ancient  prerogatives  of  the  Crown, 
and  re-establish  arbitrary  power,  and  you  will 
cease  to  speak  of  her  as  an  argument  a^inst  re- 
daction. Austria— and  what  of  her?   The  van- 


H.  OF  R. 


puard  of  free  government  approach&s  her  domin- 
ions ;  to  repel  it.  she  is  prepiarin|[  a  crusade  upon 
the  kingdom  of  Naples.  Free  pnnciples  have  en- 
tered her  territories,  and  missionaries  of  the  new 
political  Testoment — a  work  published  in  Europe 
under  the  title  Constitution — representative  gov- 
ernment, and  equal  rights.  Russia — the  enlight- 
ened head  of  that  empire  can  feed  ambition  nearer 
home ;  Europe  and  Asia  spread  their  feasts  before 
him,  and  bid  him  come  and  sate  his  appetite  for 
glory.  France — we  got  an  army  up  for  her  in 
°98 ;  let  us  remember  the  consequences,  and  grow 
wiser.  England — ^when  had  we  less  to  fear  Trom 
her  ?  The  Throne  has  exhausted  its  power  in  a 
wrangle  with  a  woman.  The  nobility  are  scan- 
dalized by  the  trial  of  the  Queen.  Public  opinion 
has  put  the  Crown  in  Coventry ;  the  quiverings 
of  commotion  are  felt  from  the  centre  to  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  Kingdom.  Disa^tion  rages ;  the 
cloud  of  discontent  rolls  on,  increasing  as  it  goes, 
and  gathering  electric  fires  by  the  attritions  of 
resistance;  wnere  it  will  burst  none  know;  but 
hurst  it  will,  upon  the  lordly  palace  or  lowly 
cottage. 

Last,  and  least  of  all,  comes  the  argument  of 
manufactures.  You  were  told  by  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Seroeant)  that  if  yon 
turn  four  thousand  laborers  loose  upon  the  coun- 
try, you  will  discourage  manufactures.  He  sug- 
gested thi^as  worthy  of  attention,  but  would  not 
ur^re  it.  Perhaps,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  may  have  some 
weight  among  the  friends  of  manufactures,  and  if 
so,  he  would  suggest  a  set-o£  for  those  who  op- 
pme  the  tariff.  Congress  will  refuse  loans  after 
this  year.  If  the  revenue  fails,  you  must  reduce 
the  army  or  levy  direct  taxes,  or  impose  an  ex- 
cise, or  increase  the  tariff;  mit  the  moment  yoa 
come  to  these  dilemmas,  the  friends  of  manuuc- 
tures  will  vote  to  raise  the  tariff,  while  those  who 
oppose  it,  will  divide  upon  a  system  of  excise  and 
direct  taxation ;  and  the  tarin  will  be  carried. 
Those,  therefore,  who  wish  to  avoid  the  painful 
operation  of  increasing  the  tariff,  will  recollect 
that  they  can  only  do  so  by  seasonable  reductions 
and  rigid  economy.  He  was  surprised,  he  said,  to 
hear  ue  army  spoken  of  as  the  oasis  of  national 
prosperity.  He  nad  always  supposed  that  produc- 
tive labor  and  economy  was  that  basis,  and  that 
armies  were  great  consumers,  and  not  producers, 
hanging  like  mill-stones  upon  the  spindles  of  pro- 
ductive labor,  and  taking  a  heavy  toll  for  grmd- 
ing.  He  would  not  trouble  them  further,  he  said, 
upon  this  branch  of  the  subject  Every  view 
which  he  had  been  aUe  to  give  it,  in  the  gross  or 
in  detail,  brought  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
peace  service  of  the  country  did  not  recfuire  an 
army  of  ten  thoasand.  In  his  opinion,  six  thoa- 
sand  was  folly  adequate  to  that  service. 

The  ability  of  the  Treasury  to  support  the  army 
had  been  maintained  by  some  and  denied  by  oth- 
ers. He  would  not  volontear  his  services  as  um- 
pire between  them. 

One  gentleman  gave  a  flattering  account  of  the 
prospect  before  us,  and  asserted  that  we  had  paid 
off  the  national  debt  too  fast.  Another  had  dis- 
sected the  Treasury  rqiort,  and  found  balances 
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esough  to  briog  both  ends  of  the  year  toother. 
It  would  be  cmel  to  dissipate  these  eonaolmg  de- 
lorions.  Another  thot^ht  the  army  so  essential 
to  the  serriee  of  the  country,  that  he  was  willing 
on  the  part  of  his  constituents  to  sustain  it  by 
loans.  Anothn*  agreed  that  the  army  was  indis- 
pmsably  neceaaary,  and  insisted  that  taxes  shoold 
w  leried  to  mpfdy  the  Treuurv  with  means :  and 
thus  their  arguments  are  made  to  terminate  in 
loans  and  taxes.  Mr.  T.  was  tempted  to  ragage 
in  the  fiscal  discussion,  but  he  would  forego  it  un- 
til the  loan  bill  should  come  up.  One  thing  was 
agreed  on  all  sides — that  the  hand  of  pressure  ties 
heavy  on  the  country,  and  he  for  one  would  not 
increase  the  weight ;  he  would  reduce  it  if  possi- 
ble ;  and  to  make  sure  work  of  it,  he  would  search 
diligently  for  the  causes.  And  wbat,  said  he,  are 
the  causes  of  this  pressure^  and  these  fiscal  embar- 
rassments 7  Is  it  want  of  means  oi  want  of  econ- 
omy in  their  application  ?  Is  any  thing  withhdd 
Aom  Ds  which  lerUlity  of  soil  and  manual  labor 
eanjwocnre?  Has  HeaTea  pronounced  a  mele- 
dietiou  a^inst  the  Uepublie  1  lbs  Uie  earth  be- 
come sterile  7  Has  hungry  famine  and  pate  pesti- 
lence  swept  away  the  people,  and  desolated  the 
eonntry  ?  No,  sir.  Everywhere  the  eye  is  filled 
with  abundance,  and  the  heart  made  glad  with 
die  richness  of  the  harrest.  Plenty  has  spread 
her  ample  means  in  mtKligal  profusion.  But  we 
hare  no  market  The  surplus  of  our  tabor  per- 
ishes upon  our  hands.  We  cease  to  purctiase  for- 
eign labor^because  our  labor  is  not  taken  in  ex- 
change. We  import  less  than  formerly.  The 
revenue  from  customs  sinks  apace,  and  white  all 
things  are  falling  to  a  common  level,  the  Govern- 
ment moDBts  upwards  to  its  maximum  of  expen- 
diture. Our  ftult  is  this :  We  live  beyond  our 
income.  Oui^sehemes  ace  too  magnificent.  We 
must  season  our  disbursements  with  economy. 
Ottr  friend  (Mr.  Sergeaht)  says  that  this  pressure 
arises  from  two  permanent  causes.  The  loss  of 
the  canrjring  trade,  and  the  fall  in  the  price  of  oat 
wodnee  in  foreign  markets,  both  of  which  events, 
he  says,  arc  owing  to  the  peace  in  Europe.  But, 
if  this  is  the  result  of  peace,  wUt  it  not  last  as  long 
as  peace  continues?  Most  surely;  and  yet  our 
finend  made  it  appear  that  a  reaction  was  about  to 
begin,  which  would  relieve  the  Treasury  and  the 
counfty  from  all  embarrassment.  He  made  a  com- 
parison between  nations  and  individuals :  the  con- 
trast was  rather  unfortunate.  He  said  that  a  pri- 
vate citizen,  who  Ixhtows  a  sum  and  pays  a  ieht 
with  it,  is  nothing  poorer  ttian  he  was ;  and  just 
so  with  a  nation.  Ves,  said  Mr.  T..  such  people 
take  loans  to  keep  thenudves  afloat,  noping  as  we 
do  for  better  times,  and  praying  for  it  quite  as  ar- 
dendy.  They  count  upon  reaetion  as  we  do,  pre- 
dicting every  year  that  it  will  begin  the  next ;  ever 
eonsoCng  themselves  with  brighter  prospects,  un- 
til bankruptcr  and  rain  ends  the  delusive  scene, 
and  leaves  them  in  a  dungeon  with  nothing  but 
despair  to  comfort  misery.  Such,  also,  is  the  fate 
of  nations  when  they  live  on  loans,  and  feast  on 
capitals  instead  of  income.  And  such,  if  we  hold 
on  oar  course  in  these  hard  times,  may  be  the  end 
and  termination  of  our  Treasury.  It  is  a  maxiin, 


asMrted  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  that  a  nation's  wants 
are  always  equal  to  its  means ;  and,  if  so,  to  lire 
u]K>n  loans  is  treason  against  posterity.  Tbemeana 
ot  every  nation  has  its  limits,  and  yon  have  foand 
those  limits  vfaen  yon  take  loans  to  pay  the  cur- 
rent snrice  of  the  year.  He  who  seeks  to  organ- 
ize the  army  upon  a  basis  which  requires  more 
money  than  the  coimtry  can  afford,  is  the  dead- 
liest of  enemies  to  the  army  .and  the  nation.  Bat, 
said  he.  let  us  waive  the  fiscal  argnraoit.  Let  us 
agree  tnat  the  Treasuiy  is  full-banded ;  and  with 
that  admission  proceed  to  discnss  the  third  propo- 
sition, viz :  Will  the  reduction  of  the  army  lessen 
the  strength  of  the  nation :  diminish  its  capacity 
to  meet  toe  emergencies  of  future  wars  1 

We  are  told  that  we  have  jealous  neighbors,  and 
tbat  a  reduction  of  the  army  will  invite  a^rression. 
We  are  reminded  of  the  maxim,  "  that  peace  is 
the  time  to  prepare  for  WW.**  But  there  is  another 
maxim  equally  true  and  equally  well  known  to 
miliary  men :  that  the  basis  of  preparation  varies 
in  every  nation ;  nay,  that  it  vanes  at  different 
times  in  the  same  nation.  Shall  the  war  be  frfSa^ 
sive  or  defasive  ?  If  tlie  latter,  then  yon  must 
know  the  force  of  the  Powers  who  are  likely  to 
assail  you ;  the  kind  and  quantity  of  strength  with 
which  they  may  annoy  you,  and  whether  by  land 
or  water,  or  by  both.  Then  you  must  carefully 
examine  the  natural  barriers  of  your  country,  its 
positions,  and  defences,  their  relative  influence 
upon  each  other,  their  action  and  reaetion ;  and 
then,  and  not  till  then,  are  you  prepared  to  make 
estimates  for  the  kind  and  quantity  of  artificial 
means  to  complete  your  system  of  defence.  Then 
you  may  l>^n  to  construct  a  basis  for  our  army. 
But  we  must  always  remnnber  tbat  a  prop»  basis 
for  our  peace  estaUishment  will  not  oeibmid  in 
books,  or  in  Europe;  we  most  search  for  it  upon 
the  profile  of  our  country ;  in  the  customs,  and 
habits,  and  occupations,  of  our  people;  in  the 
genius  of  our  Qovernmeot,  and  in  the  resources 
of  the  nation.  At  this  time,  happy  for  us,  we  have 
no  prospects  of  war  witii  any  Power,  and  all  that 
jwudence  can  ask— all  that  the  most  vigilant  cau- 
tion can  require  is,  that  the  nation  shall  augmmt 
its  strength  by  all  the  means  within  its  reach. 
But  there  is  at  present  no  specific  object  claiming 
the  application  of  military  means :  general  prepa- 
ration is  all  that  we  can  make,  because  the  ofiject 
is  general  and  specific.  We  are  called  upon  to 
congregate  the  materials  of  national  defence,  and 
stand  prepared  for  war.  A  statesman,  before  he 
begins  the  work,  would  ask  himself  wbat  is  the 
best  preparation  ?  The  answer  is  obvious :  that 
preparatuHi  which  will  make  the  nation  strongest, 
and  give  the  greatest  facility  to  its  active  powers. 
And  wbat  constitutes  die  stm^h  of  a  mtion? 
Its  moral  eneigy,  its  purse,  and  its  svrord.  Mind 
is  power,  the  purse  is  power,  and  the  sword  is 
power.  But  what  are  their  relative  values  ?  In 
a  RepuUic  moral  energy  has  the  first  rank,  the 
purse  next,  and  tbesword  last :  in  a  deqmtism  the 
sword  ranks  first,  but  the  primary  object  of  a  flee 
people  is,  to  foster  and  preserve  its  moral  energy 
and  its  purse.  This  is  its  best  and  most  efficient 
preparation.    We  have  lectures  upon  military 
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ikU  and  expnicnee^  u  if  that  was  the  memns 
(tf  deftnee,  as  if  it  'was  the  onlf  oeedftil  prepara- 
lioD.  Bnt  we  mustreeolkot  Uiat  the  sum  total  of 
nwMU  is  composed  of  varioos  items  of  which  the 
military  arm  is  only  one,  and  that  one  of  a  second- 
ary grade.  Moral  enagy  is  national  defence,  and 
thcreAne  we  should  create  it  and  preserre  it. 
M<me]r  is  national  defmce^  and  therefore  we  should 
preserTe  the  pmse.  Public  credit  is  national  de- 
fence, and  therefore  let  us  pay  up  the  debt,  and 
clear  the  Treasnry  decks  for  action.  Roads  end 
canals  are  national  defence ;  they  gire  facility  to 
mUAtary  operations,  and  peace  is  the  proper  period 
to  constmct  them.  Produetire  labor  is  national 
defence ;  encourage  that  and  yon  are  preparing  for 
hostilities.  Economy  is  preparation  for  defence. 
How  long  do  nations  fnrosper  t  Just  so  loog  as 
indnstry  and  frugality  are  in  advance  of  idloess 
and  iwodijpdity.  The  nation  that  increases  and 
pmems  its  purse  will  be  more  powerful  than  the 
nation  that  exhausts  its  means  id  "  creating  and 
pwpetoatiiiff  military  skill."  It  is  a  maxim  among 
statesmen  that  the  purse  is  more  available  than 
the  sword,  and  is  most  dreaded  by  rival  nations. 
Ihforshal  Saxe  considers  it  the  sinews  of  war,  and 
so  the  great  Turenne.  Was  it  the  purse  of  iSng- 
land,  or  the  sword  of  the  allies,  that  congregated 
all  Kmope  into  one  military  body,  and  precipita- 
ted  the  whole  mass  upon  disloyal  and  disunited 
France  ?  Let  us  bethink  ourselves,  said  Mr.  T., 
les^  in  our  haste  for  preparation,  we  omit  that 
-whieh  should  be  first  done— lest  our  mistaken  zeal 
maf  expose  us  to  defeat,  by  leaving  too  much 
space  between  the  columns  of  defence.  Like  his 
c^ppoaers,  he  was  in  &tof  of  preparing  for  wur  in 
tme  of  peace,  but  he  di^ed  from  them  in  the 
mode.  Bni^ose,  said  he,  that  every  other  prepar- 
ation was  completed,  and  that  Congress  was  now 
called  on  to  finish  the  system  by  forming  a  nucleus 
for  the  military  arm.  A  question  would  arise, 
what  basis  of  preparation  will  embody  the  great- 
eat  quantity  of  military  strength  1  How  shall  the 
raw  material  of  the  couutry  Se  manufactured  into 
its  maximum  of  "  miUtary  power  ?"  By  reducing 
the  army  we  save  one  million  of  dollars  ,■  bat  sup- 
pose we  resolve  to  expend  that  sum  in  military 
prepamtioo.  That  nuxle  of  disbnrsem^t  should 
be  preferred  which  will  secure  the  largest  quan- 
tam  of  military  skill  and  experience.  Shall  we 
expend  the  money  upon  the  militia  or  the  standing 
army  ?  In  compUmoit  to  the  militia,  they  were 
called  the  "great  bulwark  of  liberty bnt  they 
had  been  totdly  neglected,  ab  unsafe  and  useless 
in  the  hour  of  danger.  Blr.  T.  held  a  different 
opinion,  and  he  would  smnest  a  mode  by  which 
they  could  be  made  as  enective  as  the  standing 
anay,  or  nearly  so. 

Ifj  said  he,  we  form  a  class  of  from  twenty-one 
to  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  we  shall  have  about 
two  honored  and  fifty  thousand  militia.  The  pro- 
portion of  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers 
for  that  body  of  militia  would  be  about  forty  thou- 
sand, or  perhaps  less,  (but  that  is  not  material,) 
and  making  in  the  aggregate  a  force  of  two  hun- 
dred and  nioety  thousand.  The  officers  would  of 
ooarse  be  distributed  among  the  States  upon  the 
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ratio  of  their  militia^  or  upon  any  equitable  mtio. 
Let  the  Cknremment  cause  this  body  of  militia  to 
be  instructed  in  the  military  science.  Several 
modes  may  be  adopted.  For  example:  Let  the 
Gkneral  Government  establish  arsenals  in  tte  ser* 
eral  States,  and  deposite  a  proper  quantity  of  arms 
at  each.  Let  cantonments  or  camps  or  instruc- 
tion and  discipline  be  formed  at  places  convenient 
to  those  arsenals.  Let  the  officers  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  of  each  State,  belonging  to  the 
cUfs  of  militia  just  mentioned,  be  ordered  to  these 
camps,  and  be  kept  in  service  one  month  in  each 
year.  Let  them  be  armed  and  equipped  at  the 
arsenals,  and  let  the  most  skilful  officers  of  your 
army  be  ordered  to  the  camps  to  conduct  the  drills 
and  manoeuvres.  The  cadets  who  have  returned 
from  West  Point,  after  passing  through  the  seve- 
ral classes  of  the  Military  Academyi  could  also 
assist  at  these  drills,  and  thus  become  practically 
useful  to  the  country.  Tfais  process  would  f«rm 
oeellent  officers,  and,  as  (hey  would  be  ordered 
to  command  in  rotation,  each  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  displaying  his  military  genius,  and 
the  War  Department  could  possess  itself  of  the 
names  of  the  most  promising  military  men  in 
each  State.  At  the  expiration  of  the  month, 
this  army  of  officers  would  remrn  home,  ana 
proceed  to  instruct  their  respective  companies  and 
regiments,  until  the  next  annual  camp,  and  so 
on  from  year  to  year.  So  much,  said  he,  for  the 
mode  of  insU'UctioD,and  now  a  word  or  two  upon 
the  application  of  the  money.  By  reduciae  the 
army  to  6,000  you  save  one  million  of  dollars, 
which  scm,  divided  equally  among  the  forty  thou- 
sand office  and  non-commissioned  officers,  would 
pay  them  ^5  per  month  each.  Ton  coold  distri- 
Emte  the  pay  in  equal  or  uneijnal  portions,  as  shotild 
be  thougnt  best  j  but^  as  this  should  not  be  made 
a  money-making  business,  that  principle  of  distri- 
bution should  be  adf^ited  which  would  create  least 
jealousy,  and  give  most  satisfaction.  He  could 
easily  make  out  details,  but  it  vras  sufficient  for 
his  present  purpose  to  show  that  one  million  of 
dollars  would  keep  forty  thousand  in  the  field  for 
one  month.  He  knew  very  well  that  the  sum 
mentioned  could  be  made  to  call  out  60,000  upon 
the  same  plan,  but  he  had  selected  40,000,  because 
that  number  would  officer  a  body  of  250,000  mili- 
tia, which  would  be  as  Urge  a  force  as  this  nation 
would  want  for  centuries.  It  was  easy,  however, 
to  change  the  calculation;  as,  for  instance,  if  yon 
wii^  to  make  the  officers  more  efficient,  yon  can, 
with  the  same  sum,  keep  20,000  at  the  camps  of 
instruction  for  two  months  m  each  yearj  or,  if 
you  widi  to  save  money,  half  that  sum  wiH  keep 
20,000  at  the  camps  one  month,  and  this  number 
would  officer  a  class  of  125,000  militia.  The  pres- 
ent average  price  of  the  ration  is  ten  cents,  and 
upon  that  basis  every  member  could  amuse  him- 
s«f  by  making  calculations,  and  exercise  his  lib- 
erality by  making  the  pay  six,  eight,  ten^  or  twenty 
doUars  per  monut — always  keeping  this  in  view, 
that  he  is  forming  a  system  to  instruct  officers, 
who  are  to  instruct  the  men,  and  that  the  system 
should  be  as  effective  as  ponihle,  at  the  smallest 
posriUe  expense. 
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Here,  said  Mr.  T.,  are  two  modes  of  prepariog 
for  war  in  time  of  peace ;  each  is  to  cost  ttie  same 
sum,  and  the  choice  must  be  determined  by  supe- 
rior efficiency.  A  brief  contrast  will  show  which 
has  the  "  vantage  ground."  The  Secretary  of 
War  tells  us,  "  that  the  great  object  of  a  military 
peace  establishment  is  to  create  and  perpetuate 
military  skill  and  experience."  These  are  bis 
own  words,  and  what  are  the  facts?  We  offer 
you  an  army  of  six  thousand,  and  you  ask  ten. 
This  additional  4,000  will  cost  the  Treasury  one 
million  of  dollars,  and  this  is  your  nucleus  of  mili- 
tary science ;  this  is  your  dispensatory  of  military 
skill ;  this  is  your  repository  of  the  art  of  war.  In 
Uea  of  this^  we  propose  to  disburse  the  same  sum 
in  estahlishiDg  camps  or  schools  of  instruction  uid 
discipline  for  the  officers  of  250.000  militia,  who 
are  to  instruct  that  body  of  militia  from  year  to 
feu.  And  can  any  man  hentate  between  these 
two  modes  of  "  creating  and  perpetuating  military 
skill  and  ezpcvience?"  Will  any  one  doubt  that 
the  latter  is  the  better  preparation  for  the  nner- 
gencies  of  future  wars  1  He  that  gives  preference 
to  the  first  must  labor  under  strange  delusions. 
For  himself,  he  had  no  doubt  that,  upon  experi- 
ment, the  system  suggested  would  be  found  most 
asefal  to  the  Republic  He  was  sure  it  was  more 
in  unison  with  national  policy  and  national  fed- 
ing,  and  the  true  spirit  ol  the  Constitution.  The 
sound  judgment  of  the  country  would  one  day  de- 
cide between  the  modes,  ana  to  them  it  must  be 
left.  But  he  would  implore  the  friends  of  freedom 
and  free  gOTeroment  to  reflect  before  they  aban- 
don the  military,  as  unworthy  of  their  fostering 
care;  as  unfit  to  defend  the  body  of  the  nation;  as 
unsafe  repositories  of  the  art  of  war.  Who  are 
the  militia  ?  The  great  body  of  the  nation.  And 
is  the  body  of  the  nation  unfit  to  bear  anna  and 
defend  itself?  Are  the  people  their  own  worst 
enemies  7  May  they  not  be  trusted  with  their  own 
protection  ?  We  betray  their  cause  if  we  sap  the 
confidence  of  the  nation  in  this  arm  of  its  defence. 
The  Constitution  requires  us  to  prepare  a  "well 
regulated  militia"  for  our  serrice;  and  yet  we 
leave  the  militia  a  disorganized  mass,  untrained, 
undrilled,  undisciplined,  and  then  denounce  them 
as  useless  to  the  eoontry.  We  waste  annually 
mwn  the  army  and  other  objects  sums  of  mosey 
that  would  give  tbe  militia  an  effective  organiza- 
tum,  and  then  st^matize  them  a«  unfit  Tor  ser- 
vice. What  have  we  done  for  the  standing  army  ? 
Every  thing.  What  for  the  militia?  Nothing. 
How  long  will  the  people  tolerate  this  negligence  ? 
It  is  a  question  to  be  settled,  how  far  sound  policy 
allows  us  to  pretermit^  from  year  to  year,  the  adop- 
tion of  an  effective  militia  system? 

Mr.  T.  would  have  been  glad  if  the  opposers  of 
reduction  had  contented  themselves  with  eulo- 

Siums  upon  standing  armies.  He  had  to  regret 
lat  they  thought  it  necessary  to  disparage  and 
defame  the  militia.  They  came  with  books  pre- 
pared for  action.  With  sword  in  hand  they  made 
the  assault,  and  cut  and  hacked  as  furiously  as  if 
they  had  orden  to  give  no  quarter.  We  were  told 
again  and  again  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  SHTTa,)  and  by  ouiers  on  his  side,  that  the 
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militia  could  not  be  relied  upon  in  time  of  danger ; 
Uiat  they  wanted  firmness,  and  were  unfit  for  na- 
tional defence.   A  catalogue  of  instances  had  beat 

S|iren  to  show  how  shamefully  they  had  fled  when 
Bced  by  rft^lar  troops;  but  they  had  forgot  how 
oAen  regumr  troops  had  been  beaten  by  militia, 
and  how  often,  when  opposed  to  them,  old  vete- 
rans had  turned  recreant  in  tbe  battle  fray. 

He  feared  that  those  who  complained  most  of  tbe 
militia  were  least  able  to  command  them.  In  his 
judgment,  some  of  the  arguments  advanced  were 
political  heresies.  When  the  second  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  "a  wellr^^olated 
militia  was  considered  necessary  to  the  security  of 
a  free  Slate."  And  who,  said  h^  caused  that 
article  to  be  inserted?  The  achocdmen  and  tynw 
of  the  day,  who  had  collected  their  knowledge  of 
men  and  Goremmeats  from  European  authors,  as 
ignorant  of  the  subject  as  themselves  ?  No,  sir. 
It  was  a  great  political  truth,  promulgated  by  the 
'sages  of  the  Revolution,  by  men  who  understood 
the  human  passions,  and  knew  how  to  close  the 
avenues  to  arbitrary  power  j  men  of  disinterated 
public  virtue ;  who  had  fought  and  bled  for  free- 
dom, and  had  been  taught  the  science  of  free  gov- 
ernment in  the  schools  of  experience  ;  men  who 
knew  that  liberty  is  held  upon  condition  of  per- 

Eetual  vigilance,  and  only  secure  when  guarded 
y  the  hmy  of  the  people,  well  armed  ana  discip- 
lined. As  statesmen,  said  he,  we  should  ponder 
well  before  we  expunge  from  our  liturgy  the  doc- 
trines of  '76  and  '89.  There  are  monQ  ligamotts 
between  freedom  and  the  use  of  arms  ;  ccnds  of 
sympathy  and  union  between  liboty  aad  a  wdl 
organized  militia,  which  should  not  be  rashly  cut 
or  broken  by  the  hand  of  folly.  Liberty  is  gone 
when  the  military  art  is  taught  and  practised  only 
in  the  standing  army.  Deracinate  the  use  of 
arms,  and  the  people  become  timid  and  pusillani- 
mous. Abandon  the  Republic  to  the  prcrtection  of 
standing  armies,  and  a  prostration  of  political  vir- 
tue will  ensue,  that  must  terminate  in  the  spasms 
of  despotic  power.  There  was  a  period,  he  said, 
in  the  history  of  nations,  which  he  fondly  hoped 
our  country  would  never  know;  that  period  in 
which  the  body  of  the  peofde  n^lect  the  use  of 
arms ;  that  fatal  period  in  which  the  nation,  ra- 
feebled  by  luxury,  and  overcome  by  lassitude,  sur- 
renders Its  protection  and  defence  to  standing 
armies  and  mercenary  troops.  Select  an  examfde 
where  you  please,  ol  ancient  <r  of  modem  date; 
take  any  nation  that  has  figured  on  the  theatre  of 
time ;  look  steadily  into  its  nistory ;  search  ftnr  the 
causes  of  its  rise  and  progress — ^its  decline  and  fall ; 
mark  the  summit  of  its  highest  elevation,  the 
point  of  its  decline;  seat  yourself  upon  that  emi- 
nence, while  you  survey  the  boundless  ruin  and 
and  gloomy  desolation  around  you^  inquire  for 
the  moral  character  of  the  generation  that  lies 
buried  where  you  sit,  and  in  that  generation  you 
will  find  that  the  use  of  arms  was  n^lected  ;  that 
the  people  had  surrendered  their  protection  and 
defence  to  standing  armies  and  mercenary  troops. 
Before  that  period,  when  every  citizen  bore  arms, 
and  flew,  when  called  upon,  to  the  ramparts  of 
his  country,  you  will  find  the  nation  marching 
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apoD  its  destiny  with  a  steady  eye  and  fearless 
front :  after  it,  when  the  people  had  surrendered 
Uieir  protection  and  defence  to  standing  armies  and 
mercenary  troops,  yoa  frill  find  the  nation  foiling, 
to  rise  no  more. 

The  first,  is  the  done  age  of  economy  and 
strength  ;  heroic  rirtues  and  love  of  liberty,  vigor- 
ous measures  and  glorious  achievements ;  national 
renown,  and  general  prosperity.  The  second,  is 
the  corrathian  period  of  luza^  and  refinement, 
and  indolence  and  ease;  voluptooasness  and  ef- 
feminacy ;  venality  and  corruption ;  cowardice, 
treachery,  baseness  and  depravity,  and  all  the  cat- 
alogue of  wayward  vices,  nissions,  and  propensi- 
ties. With  sQch  a  people,  abertv  is  not  an  efful- 
gent body,  fixed  ana  located  to  toe  nation ;  it  is  a 
comet,  buzing  for  a  moment^  or  a  meteor,  gleam- 
ing across  the  horizon  of  their  night,  flashing  and 

SiaAling  for  an  instant,  and  vanishing  for  ever, 
ir,  saia  he,  it  is  a  great  political  truth,  attested  by 
all  experience,  that  a  well  regulated  militia  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  security  of  a  free  State.  It  is  mad- 
ness to  deny  it.  If  it  be  not  true,  then  all  history 
is  ftls&  and  he  that  has  not  learnt  it  from  the 
chronicles  of  nations,  has  read  history  to  little 
purpose.  When  did  a  national  militia  erect  a 
de8|Mtism?  When,  and  where,  have  standing 
armies  established  free  government  and  equal 
rights  ?  It  is  the  stratagem  of  tyrants  to  let  the  peo- 
ple n^lect  the  art  of  war,  and  persuade  them  to 
abandon  the  use  of  arms,  and  thus  make  the  pro- 
tection of  standing  armies  necessary. 

Mr.  T.  was  prepared  to  urge  some  general  re- 
marks, which  he  would  suppress,  rather  than  forfeit 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee.  He  had  at- 
tempted to  show,  that  an  army  of  six  thousand  is 
adequate  to  the  peace  service  of  the  country.  He 
had  waived  the  fiscal  argument,  and  admitted, 
hypothetically,  that  the  Treasury  could  sustain  the 
ezpendilure  required  by  the  pr^ent  Peace  Bstab- 
Ibhmeut,  and  upon  that  sui^Kwition  had  contend- 
ed, that  a  reduction  of  the  army  would  not  diminish 
the  strength  of  the  nation.  He  had  made  it  ap- 
pear, he  hoped,  that  the  monev  saved  by  reduction 
could  be  more  usefully  and  dfectively  applied  in 
various  modes  ofpreparation  for  hostilities.  Among 
these  modes,  that  of^regulatins,  drilling,  and  train- 
ing the  militia,  was  suggestea  as  the  Mst  prepara- 
tion for  future  wars,  ana  a  better  and  safer  repos- 
itory of  the  military  science.  He  had,  while  upon 
the  fiscal  subject,  expressed  a  doubt  of  the  ability 
of  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  future  disbursements 
of  the  Government,  unless  aided  by  an  excise,  or 
a  system  of  direct  taxation ;  and  in  referring  to  the 
state  of  the  country,  had  avowed  his  belief,  that 
frugalityhad  become  an  imperative  duty;  to  which 
he  would  only  add,  as  his  fixed  opinion,  that  at  all 
times,  and  under  every  poasihle  relation,  in  which 
events  may  place  it,  the  nation  that  is  first  in  the 
practice  of^eeonomy,  will  be  foremost  in  the  march 
of  power  and  true  glory. 

When  Mr.  Tuhblb  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Wood  advocated  generally,  but  briefly,  a 
redaction  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Cocke  spoke  at  eoniidcrable  loigth  in 
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support  of  reduction,  and  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Bbobb  opposed,  decidedly,  a  diminution  of 
the  present  number  of  the  Army ;  and 

Mr.  Stevens  adroeated  a  reduction  generally, 
without  declaring  a  preference  of  any  particular 
plan. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  S.  terminated  the  debate  on 
the  main  question  :  but 

Mr.  LowNDEB  having,  as  well  from  what  had 
fallen  from  others,  asfromhisownioabiliwtovote 
on  the  subject  understand ingly  until  the  Commit- 
tee of  Way?  and  Means  had  made  their  report, 
and  exhibited  to  the  House  the  true  state  of  the 
nations^  finances — suggested  the  |»vpriety  of  post- 
poning this  bill  until  that  committee  should  make 
their  report 

A  desultory  conversation  followed  this  sugges- 
tion, embracing  various  points,  but  chiefly  touch- 
ing the  best  mode  of  proceeding  with  the  consid- 
eration of  the  subject — in  whiiHi  Messrs.  Bali>- 
wiN,  SiHKiNs,  Foot,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, McLean,  Sergeant,  Cobb,  Floyd,  Camp- 
bell, and  Babbour  took  part.  Finally,  a  little 
before  sunset,  the  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Sim- 
kins'b  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  fto  destroy  it,)  and  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, oy  a  large  majority,  only  four  or  five  rismg 
in  favor  of  the  motion ;  and  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  prepress. 


WEnNEBDAT,  January  17, 
Mr.  Street,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands, 
legal  representatives  of  Richardson  Sands,  de- 
ceased, and  others,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Bartholomew 
Duverge,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  which  is  eommitted  the 
UU  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Queriain. 

Mr.  AanBRBOif,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Freeland,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  .which  vras  read  twic^  and  committed. 

Mr.  Anberson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  case  of  the  deputy  sur- 
veyor of  the  "  Vincennes  tract,"  made  a  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Buntin ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  eom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  debts  due  the  Umled  States  from 
purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  Babboub  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  addressed  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee^  stating  that 
no  change  is  necessary  or  expedient  m  the  organ- 
ization of  the  marine  com ;  and  communicating 
a  report  of  die  Navy  OommissioneTS  upon  the 
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sabject  of  rations ;  the  number  of  officers  nec«s- 
sarfly  wanting  for  actual  service  in  1821 ;  upon 
the  propriety  of  reducing  the  number  of  pursers, 
and  dispensmg  with  the  serrice  of  sundry  super- 
intendents,  storekeepers,  dec.,  at  the  several  navy 
yards ;  the  averase  cost  per  annum  of  the  various 
sized  vessels  of  tne  Navy  while  cruising  and  in 
ordinary ;  which  letter  and  report  w«e  wdered  to 
Ue  on  tbe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  gf  establishing  a  district  court  of  the 
United  States  in  and  for  th«  Territory  of  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Siblet,  the  'Committee  oa 
Military  Afiaiis  wae  instnicted  to  inquire  whe- 
tfaer  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  amradmcnta  are  ne- 
eessury  to  be  made  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
relating  to  the  ransom  of  American  captives  of 
the  tote  war,"  passed  the  first  day  of  March,  18J  7, 
in  ordn  to  ffre  e&et  to  the  provisions  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomunson,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
Bi^Kdiency  of  repealinc  the  aet  passed  April  36, 
18l6,  by  which  was  allowed  an  additional  com- 
pensation of  fifly  per  cent,  to  the  compensations 
of  certain  officers  of  the  customs,  therein  named. 

Tbe  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  whole  Dumber  of  militia  in  service 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  showing 
the  periods  of  their  service,  their  pay,  and  from 
what  States  and  Territories  drawn:  prepared  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
15th  of  April,  1820 ;  which  letter  and  statement 
were  referred  to  tbe  committee  on  the  snbject  of 
the  militia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warfiblo,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  coosiderati(Hi  of  a  resolotiott  moved 
bv  him,  calling  on  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  for  certain  information  in  respect  to  dis- 
criminations in  the  list  of  balances  due  to  the 
Qovemmentj  and,  after  a  few  remarks  between 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Wabfibld,  it  was  agreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OP  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itielf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  tbe  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  Military  Peace 
BstaUishment  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Virffinia,  moved  to  strike  ont 
the  first  sectimi  of  the  Dill,  with  a  view  to-  the  in- 
•ertitn  of  the  sidHtttnte  moved  by  htm  some  days 
■go. 

Mr.  CoBB  having  requested  from  the  mover  an 
ex|rianation  of  die  considerations  which  had  led 
to  this  motion — 

Mr.  Shttb  explained  at  Imgth  his  views  of  the 
rdative  merits  of  the  two  systnns  embraced  by 
the  bill  and  proposed  substitute. 

Mr.  EcsTia  followed,  in  reply  to  a  part  of  Mr. 
Smtth*8  observations,  and  giving  his  views  of 
the  proper  organization  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  CocKB  next  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  proposed  substitute. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said,  that  he 
had  listoied  with  great  attention  to  the  arguments 
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which  his  hoDoraUe  cdleagne  (Mr.  Smtth)  had 
delirered  in  support  of  the  amendment  he  had  of- 
fered to  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  but  he 
had  not  been  persuaded  to  accept  it ;  and  he  had 
no  hesitation  m  saying,  he  preferred  tbe  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Military  A&irs,  ^o, 
after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  had  offered  this 
to  tbe  House  as  the  result  of  their  labors ;  and  if, 
said  he,  there  was  any  dissenting  voice  besides 
that  of  his  honorable  colleague,  he  was  not  ap- 
prized of  the  fact,  and  desired  to  be  corrected  if  he 
was  in  an  error.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that 
the  movn-  of  this  amendment,  who  is  chairman  of 
that  committee,  proposed  his  system  of  reduction 
to  his  committee  [vevious  to  tbe  rraort  of  the  bill ; 
imt  finding  no  suppiwt  from  them,  has  now  offered 
it  as  an  amendment.  I  am,  said  he,  unwiUi^g  to 
make  any  change  in  a  measure,  the  result  of  mvoh 
labor  and  patient  invesUntion  of  the  ablest  mili- 
tary gentlemen  in  the  House ;  and,  sir,  I  cannot 
but  recur  to  the  recommendation  made  to  the 
House  at  the  last  session,  by  a  member  who  has 
lately  taken  his  seat,  when  the  bill,  reported  by  tbe 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  I  mean  the  honora- 
ble ebairmao  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
(Mr.  Baldwin,)  was  under  discussion,  that  we 
ought  not  to  dot  an  i  or  cross  a  t — the  advice  is 
good  now.  For  a  year  or  two  we  could  not  find 
tbe  right  time  to  begin  the  work  of  retrenchment ; 
this,  we  are  told,  was  not  the  proper  object  to  be- 

E'n  with,  or  not  the  place;  we  have,  in  this  way, 
«n  Talleyranded  in  every  instance,  in  evoy  at- 
tempt; and,  for  my  own  part,  I  do  not  choose, 
upon  a  subject  of  this  importance  to  the  nadoo,  to 
be  Talleyranded  any  mwe.  Now  is  the  time,  and 
this  the  proper  object.  The  national  debt  last  year 
v»s  increased  three  millions  of  dollars  by  a  loan ; 
and  this  year  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tells 
us,  the  impoverished  state  of  your  finances  will  re- 
quire a  loan  of  seven  millions  more.  This  is  the 
issue :  you  must  either  retrench  your  ezpetiditares, 
or  tax  the  people.  To  tax  I  will  not  consent  -,  nor 
can  it  be  any  thing  short  of  prodigality,  that,  dur- 
ing two  years  of  profound  peace,  you  increase  the 
national  debt  the  enormous  sum  of  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  when  we  ought  to  be  paying  it  ofi*.  I  know 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Sebgbant)  has  labored  hard  to  persuade  us 
so  large  a  loan  was  not  necessary,  but  even  he  tells 
us  we  must  have  a  loan — we  must  borrow. 

I  am  not  a  little  surprised,  on  every  questiwk,  (o 
find  ^tlemen  ready  with  examples,  drawn  from 
the  history  of  Europe,  to  induce  us  to  adopt  their 
measures;  for  my  own  part  I  cannot  see  tne  par- 
allel, and  believe  the  wisest  policy  is  to  suit  our 
own  views  to  our  own  country.  There  is  no  sim- 
ilarity in  our  situations.  When  vou  talk  of  Var 
and  military  preinratioos,  the  policy  of  Europe, 
her  standing  armies,  her  posts  and  fortifications, 
are  continually  presented  to  us.  In  what  do  we 
resemble  them?  Take  Germany,  for  example- 
She  has  a  foreign  Power  on  every  side;  amues, 
fortifications,  and  all  the  paraphernalia  of  military 
array  must  be  kept  up ;  as,  upon  the  recurrence  of 
hostilities,  she  is  liable  to  the  sudden  inroads  of  all 
theae  Powers.  How  will  this  ap[dy  to  us?  What 
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BOj^bor  have  we?  CanadB,  it  mig^t  be  uuwer- 
ed.  That  eoontiy,  fitom  the  uiDfe  of  things,  cao 
nerer  make  war  upon  us;  a  eountrjr  we  could 
grasp  any  day,  bat  so  nuMraUe^  if  I  were  to  judge 
from  the  brilUant  military  plans  of  the  late  war, 
we  would  Dot  have.  The  only  parallel,  then, 
which  I  can  see,  is  in  our  inordinate  desire  to  become 
suddenly  a  "  greet  people."  Yet,  sir,  I  confess  we 
hare  good  caose  to  suspect  there  is  something  very 
attracting  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  as  our 
citizens  are  so  rery  fond  of  going  there ;  but  always 
come  back  worse  than  they  go,  except  they  know 
all  about  etiquette. 

Mr.  ChairmaiL  I  did  not  believe  I  should  erer 
iiaTe  been  brouffut  so  low  as  to  apfurove  any  of  the 
iostitutioDs  of  that  country ;  but  when  I  heard  a 
distinguished  member  last  night  speak  of  the  Eu- 
ropean systnn  of  pemitting  their  officers  to  retire 
upon  half-pay,  I  coutd  not  otherwise  than  think 
that  (dan  would  be  a  greater  relief  to  the  people  of 
this  country  than  the  mode  now  puisued. 

Sir,  I  would  certainly  prefer  their  retiring  upon 
half-^y,  rather  than  maintain,  according  to  this 

Elan  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  snch  an 
Oft  of  officers  upon  full  pay ;  then,  indeed,  we 
would  sare  to  our  oaukrupt  Treasury  the  one-half 
of  this  expense.  Surely  half-pay  would  retain  the 
science  oi  the  Army,  which  some  gentlemen  talk 
so  much  about ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  could 
add,  by  useful  Ubor,  something  to  the  general 
good. 

If  the  habits  of  soldiers  hare  unfitted  them  for 
business,  as  has  been  said,  let  them  leain  and  add 
to  their  half-pay  by  useful  emidovments.  I  be- 
lieve, bowerer,  the  science  of  the  Army  seems  to 
consist  in  transmitting  an  order  through  the  scien- 
tiSe  channel ;  for  instance,  when  an  wder  is  is- 
sued from  the  Department  of  War.  to  an  officer  at 
Fort  Washington,  twelve  miles  below  this  city,  it 
most  go  to  Nashrille,  in  Tennessee,  and  scientifi- 
cally come  back  within  twelve  miles  of  the  depart- 
ment, to  its  place  of  destination !  And  so,  I  sup- 
pose, one  would  go  to  Brownsrille,  in  New  YorK, 
and  then  return  to  Baltimore,  to  pre^erre  the  sci- 
ence of  the  Army.  But  I  will  say  nothing  about 
this  little  matter,  as  1  do  not  scientifically  under- 
stand it,  though  you  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  it 
went  with  the  Department  of  War — rery  ^d  to 
get  oS  on  any  terms. 

We  are  told  that  peace  is  the  time  to  prepwre 
fix  war,  and  geutlemoi  hare  said  that  this  bill 
will  tear  down  the  defnee  of  the  eoontry,  and 
ovartum  the  wise  inulations  of  the  Adnunistra- 
tioi,  and  manjr  suck  fine  things.  I  know  that 
peace  is  the  tmie  to  {nrepare  for  war.  But  does 
that  fvoDaratiMk  consist  in  a  few  men  more,  or  a 
few  less?  Where  is  the  visionary  who  can  think 
ten  thousand  a  warlike  preparation  for  this  coun- 
try t  Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  to 
deride  the  militia,  you  must  at  last  depend  upon 
them — an  army  of  even  twenty  or  thirty  thousand 
could  not  guard  your  maritime  frontier.  Sup- 
pose, sir,  an  enemy.  Great  Britain,  for  example — 
1  take  her  because  I  think  there  is  a  great  wilUng- 
aess  in  some  people  to  take  her  for  exam^e — was 
to  anire  upon  your  coast  with  a  force  of  ftuty  or 
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fifty  thousand  men,  and  threatot  Boston,  would 

the  whole  of  your  thirty  thousand  be  snmeient  to 
defend  it  1  And,  aAer  putting  the  whole  country 
in  commotion,  sail  down  the  coast  and  threaten 
New  York — ^wbat  then?  Your  Army  cannot  fol- 
low them  in  time  to  render  any  service ;  you  must 
call  out  the  militia.  When  he  has  run  you  to  all 
the  expense  of  preparation,  he  chanses  his  posi- 
tion, and  threatens  the  Chesapeake  Bay  with  an 
immediate  invasion.  Here,  again,  you  hare  to 
rely  upon  the  militia.  Thus,  every  point  on  our 
whole  coast  is  threatened  with  inrasion.  Charles- 
ton next,  or  Sarannah,  and  New  Orleans.  And, 
if  the  enemy,  during  the  late  war,  did  not  take 
adrantage  of  your  fruitleas  attempts  to  procure  a 
rwolar  army,  it  was  the  reeult  of  his  ignorance: 
while  bis  ignnanee  did  not  not  seeure  yon— the 
degraded  miuitia  seeored  you.  No,  sir ;  that  is  not 
the  preparation  for  war.  Choose  your  positions 
well  upon  the  coast,  fortify  them  stroiuly,  pUee 
in  them  a  sufficient  body  of  troops  to  keep  them 
in  repair,  and,  in  time  of  war,  place  enough  of 
men  in  them  to  maintain  and  defend  them.  These 
ought  to  be  tbe  points  from  which  the  interme- 
diate country  should  he  defended;  that  the  space 
between  would  suffer  gready,  none  can  doubt 
But  did  any  man  erer  expect  a  country  to  be  at 
war  and  not  sufier?  What  kind  of  talk  is  that 
which  insists  on  "driving  insidious  foes  from  our 
sbores,"  and  not  sufiering  our  "soil  to  be  polluted 
by  a  foreign  footstep?"  Do  not  gentlemen  know 
that  in  war,  a  country  has  no  umils  but  those 
marlted  bjr  the  edge  of  the  sword  ?  And  could 
this  country,  tmda  any  circumstances,  iMintain 
an  army  equal  at  all  points  to  an  inrading  foe  ? 
If  he  has  fiAy  thousand  men  on  board  his  ships,  I 
hold  the  entire  expense  to  hare  been  encoimterra; 
and  it  costs  no  more  on  the  coast  at  Boston  tluu 
it  did  at  Liverpool.  If^  then,  you  would  oppose 
an  invading  enemy  of  that  force  with  success,  you 
should  hare,  at  each  of  those  points,  at  least  sixty 
thousand  men,  as  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  the 
forces  at  Boston  to  follow  bis  ships  round  to  New 
Orleans.  What,  then,  is  the  consequence  ?  That 
yonr  coast  would  require  three  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  troops.  Let  us  take  things  as  they  are. 
This  bill  will  keep  us  enough  of  me  military  to 

f reserre  our  fortifications,  which  is  all  we  want, 
n  war,  it  would  be  necessary  to  hare  a  r^ular 
army  to  raiomote  the  success  of  some  partienlar 
design.  But,  at  last,  the  militia  of  die  country  is 
the  great  reliance,  as  we  are  compdled  to  know, 
from  the  document  this  morning  laid  npon  our 
tables,  which  shows  Uie  militia  torce  called  into 
the  service  of  the  country  during  the  late  war,  to 
bare  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-aix 
thousand ;  ^hile  that  of  tbe  regular  amy  anwooted 
to  perhaps  thirty-five  thousand. 

I  am  a  little  surprised  to  see  how  things  cut 
about  in  these  times  j  and  not  less  surprised  to  find 
a  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe,  written  at  the  close  of  the 
late  war,  when  Secretary  of  War,  make  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  newspapers  just  at  the  very  niek  of 
time,  while  this  bill  was  before  the  House.  How 
it  got  there  is  more  than  I  can  tell ;  for  what  pur- 
pose I  know  not}  but  it  does  appear  to  me  to  be 
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one  of  those  little  obliquities  which  now  and  then 
we  see  in  this  oui  day.  Will  not  every  gentleman 
at  once  see  that  the  letter,  when  writteo,  contem- 

Slated  a  state  of  Uiings  wnich  then  existed  totally 
ifferent  from  that  which  now  exists?  We  had 
just  then  finished  a  war  with  a  powerfal  nation ; 
then,  too,  Lord  Castlereagh  had  just  said,  in  his 
idaee.  in  the  British  Parliament  that  if  Bonaparte 
had  been  victorious  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  he 
could  not  hare  succeeded,  as  Europe  had  at  that 
time  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  bayonets 
marching  against  him.  And,  sir,  do  we  not  re- 
collect tnat  two  distinguished  members  of  this 
HoQse,  whom  I  now  see  on  the  other  side  of  the 
way,  here  declared,  in  their  places,  that  they  did 
not  believe  the  peace  with  England  to  be  a  lasting 
one ;  that  it  was  a  mere  interval  of  hostilities,  ana 
a  war  of  severer  conflict  would  soon  recommence. 
These  were  the  circumstances  of  the  times  when 
the  letter  reecanmoided  an  army  of  twenty  thoa- 
nnd  men,  and  Congress  fixed  upon  ten  thousand 
as  the  pra^  number,  though  the  Hoiue  of  Rep- 
resentatives, even  then,  thought  six  thousand  the 
proper  amount  of  force.  But  will  any  man  think, 
if  the  condition  of  the  wwld  thai  required  ten 
thousand,  that  six  is  not  now  enough,  as  we  be 
liere  our  peace  a  lasting  one,  and  there  is  less 
likelihood  of  collision  now  than  there  has  ever 
been  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution? 
While  all  Europe  is  at  peace,  tired  and  exhausted ; 
nay,  almost  the  whole  world  reposing  in  a  dead 
peace,  unknown  to  history,  I  believe,  from  the 
days  of  Moses  until  the  present  time,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Augustan  reign  ;  and  now  we  have 
another. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  here  given  us  a  re- 
port upm  the  subject  of  organizing  the  Army, 
which  is  to  consist  of  officers,  and  says,  "no  posi- 

*  tion  connected  withthe  organization  of  the  Peace 
'  EstaUishment  is  sosceptiUe  of  being  more  rigidly 
'  proved  than  that  the  proportion  of^its  officm  to 
'  the  rank  and  file  ought  to  be  greater  than  in  a 

*  War  Establishment."  Sir,  if  this  be  true,  man- 
kind has  for  ages  been  in  error  and  darkness,  and 
Great  Britain  been  to  as  doubly  unjust.  During 
die  late  war  she  falsely  charged  us  with  potting  a 
double  proportion  of  officers  on  board  our  ships, 
that  if  one  should  be  killed  there  should  be  an- 
ther ready  to  take  his  place.  And  when  the  frig- 
ate Chesapeake  was  taken,  in  her  battle  wilh  the 
Shannon,  we  always  have  believed  it  was  because 
the  gallant  Lawrence  and  most  of  his  officers  had 
been  killed.  How  wrong  we  have  been!  But 
the  Secretary  had  not  then  informed  us  more 
officers  wore  necessary  in  time  of  peace  than  in 
lime  of  war. 

We  are  told  of  omr  increasing  popuUtion ;  and 
some  gentleman  think  a  corresponding  increase  of 
the  Army  necessary.  This  doctrine  would  lead 
to  frightnil  consequences.  We  have  a  certain 
frontier  to  defend,  and,  as  I  have  always  said,  cer- 
tain positions  on  that  frontier  ought  to  be  forti- 
fied ;  and  then,  whether  oar  p<^K^tion  shall  be 
great  or  small,  or  increase  to  any  extent,  these 
posts  will  be  adequate  to  their  protection.  We 
nave  now  ten  millions  of  inhabitants^  and,  aecord> 


ing  to  the  narrowest  calculations,  it  doubles  itsdf 
every  twenty-five  years.  What  a  fearful  aimy 
this,  in  a  few  years,  would  require^  were  it  to 
double  with  our  population  1  And  what  an  in- 
creased number  of  posts  and  fortified  places  it 
would  require  to  accommodate  them ! 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  come  to  the  military 
posts,  and  this  document  which  I  hold  in  my  hand 
IS  that  which,  unda  a  call  of  this  House,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Departmoit  of  War  has  sent  to  us ; 
and,  from  the  examination  which  I  have  been  en- 
abled to  give  it,  I  am  compelled  to  say,  that  either 
the  Secretary  must  believe  Congress  wholly 
ignorant  of  the  defences  of  this  country,  or  he 
himself  must  be  destitute  of  the  necessary  infor- 
mation which  a  man  in  his  office  ought  to  possess. 
If,  sir,  we  take  all  the  [daces  marked  upon  this 
list,  including  the  places  where  our  Qenerals  re- 
side, we  find  it  spun  out  to  the  wonderful  length 
of  an  hundred  and  twenty-«ix  I  I  wish  dearly  to 
be  understood ;  and,  if  I  am  in  an  error  in  siippos- 
ing  that  a  mihtary  post  where  the  €lenerau  are 
stationed,  I  will  thank  any  gentleman  in  this  House 
to  correct  me  before  I  proMed  any  ferther. 

I  believe,  sir,  from  a  reference  to  the  rejrart  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  in  the 
year  1818,  already  reverted  to  by  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Williams,)  it  will  befrand 
we  then  had  seventy-three  military  posts  j  and 
now,  in  two  years,  by  some  strange  occurrence, 
unknown  to  the  country,  they  have  of  late  wonder- 
fully increased,  until,  indeed,  they  number  us  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six. 

I  have  heretofore  believed,  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  the  citizens  of  this  country,  who  did  not 
understand  the  science  of  the  army,  that  a  militarv 
post  was  a  i^ace  so  fortified  and  provided  wita 
men,  cannon,  and  defences,  as  to  be,  upon  any 
occasion,  of  some  adrantage  to  the  military  op»- 
rations  of  the  country.  But  this  reptft  shows  ns 
to  hare  been  in  an  egr^r^nu  orror,  as  there  are 
here  many  military  posts  where  there  is  nather 
forts,  magazines,  cannons,  arms,  or  men,  or  any 
single  thing,  except  the  ground  where  an  army 
happened  to  encamp  for  a  few  days,  durine  the 
iate  war.  Sir,  I  will  examine  this  wonderful  list 
of  military  posts.  I  will,  however,  say  nothing 
about  those  to  the  North,  as  I  am  not  acquainted 
yet  with  that  part  of  the  country  j  but  some  of 
them,  you  will  perceive,  tike  jpersons  wanting  of- 
fice, carry  their  labels  on  their  loreheads,  on  which 
you  may  read,  "  I  wantj"  at  every  turn. 

Here  you  see,  occupying  a  conspicuous  position, 
is  Fort  Mims.  How  this  fort  has  been  revived,  I 
know  not ;  but  I  bad  believed  there  was  not  a  boy 
in  the  whole  nation  who  had  not  heard  of  its  d^ 
atruction :  and  many  fine  speeches,  said  a  gentle- 
man on  the  left  the  other  day,  have  been  made 
about  the  blood  and  tomahawk,  the  telentlesi 
savage,  which  spared  neither  age  or  sex,  and  the 
bones  of  unfortunate  victims,  Ifeft  to  Uaneh  upon 
the  dreary  plains ;  to  the  end,  I  suppose,  we  mi^t 
not  foiget  tne  poor  Indians,  whilst  all,  with  a  sen- 
timentu  delicacy  for  the  honor  of  civilization, 
choose  to  forget  the  scenes  at  Hampton  as  soon  as 
possible.  But  this  f«t,  I  suppose,  posseisad  the 
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propeitiei  of  the  phtEiiix,  and  has  risen  from  its 
ashes  in  all  its  military  array.  Next  to  tjiis  we 
find  Fort  StoddarL  How  this  came  here  is  equal- 
ly strange,  as,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  for  the  last 
ten  years  there  has  not  been  any  thing  in  this  fort, 
Tithout  it  is  an  alligator,  that  sometimes  chooses 
that  as  a  place  of  retirement,  to  bask  undisturbed 
in  the  sun.  Fort  Sl  Stephens  is  on  the  li&t, 
and  shows  how  amply  we  have  been  disposed  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  the  government  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  as  that  place  has  been,  until 
lately,  the  metropolis  of  the  State.  This  jHurtial- 
ity  for  that  Slate  ought  to  create  some  jealousy 
among  us  to  the  South ;  but,  as  it  is  among  our- 
selves, we  will  forgive  the  jiredUectioo.  Next  in  or- 
der is  Ff»t  ClaibOToe,  which  is  now,  as  my  friend, 
from  Alabama  will  testify,  a  beautiiol  little  town, 
eontaining  about  two  or  uree  thousand  inhabit- 
ants. After  passing  this  town  to  the  next  military 
post,  we  find  it  to  be  Fort  Strother|  which  we  are 
told  is  on  the  Coosa  rirer,  at  the  junction  of  the 
Etawha;  and  here  we  find,  in  the  establishment 
of  this  fort,  that  valuable  corps  wje  hear  so  much 
about,  called  the  topographical  engineers,  display- 
ed a  skill  and  accuracy  equal  alone  to  this  report, 
as  there  is  no  stream  at  all  entering  the  Coosa  river 
at  that  fort  But  there  we  find  the  Secretary's 
local  prejudices  in  full  growth,  which  I  must  con- 
fess I  nad  rather  seen  otherwise,  as  Fort  Strother 
is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  cotton  plantations 
in  all  the  South.  Fort  Williams,  it  is  true,  is  on 
the  Indian  land ;  but,  whilst  it  stands  on  one  side 
of  the  Coosa,  the  other  is  in  the  highest  state  of 
eoltiTation,  covered  with  the  finest  ciHton  planta- 
iiam  in  the  country.  Look  here !  About  twelve 
miles  above  Sl  Louis  is  a  military  post,  called 
Fort  St  Charlo,  a  beautiful  little  town,  contain- 
ing a  thousand  inhabitants.  But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
hoe  are  some  military  {H>sts  which  startle  us  with 
their  warlike  preparations.  This  is  Belle  Fon- 
taine, on  the  Missouri,  defended  by  three  men !  and 
Fort  Osage,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Osage  and 
Missouri  rivers,  as  ably  defended  by  one  man ! 
There  too  is  Fort  Edwards,  in  Illinois — in  what 
part  of  the  State  I  cannot  learn;  but  it  does  ap- 
pear that  it  is  not  quite  so  well  defended  as  Fort 
Osage.  It  appears  too  that  the  mouth  of  Licking, 
in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  Ohio  river  from  the  city  of.  Cmcinnati,  is  a 
military  post,  defended  by  the  imposing  force  of 
one  man! 

Sir,  if  this  Teport.had  not  come  in.io  opportune- 
iTjWeshouId  have  gone  home  withoutknowing  that 
ihe  city  of  New  Orleans,  Natchez,  St  Louis,  the 
town  of  Nashville,  in  Tennessee,  and  Brownsville, 
in  New  York,  were  all  important  militarv  posts. 
Bat,  here  we  have  a  new  scene.  As  if  they  did 
not  grow  up  fast  enough  by  ones,  we  get  them  by ' 
twos.  Here,  sir,  is  Fort  Plaquemine  and  Fort  St. 
Philip  two  names  for  the  same  spot,  as  my  friend 
from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Bdtleb)  assures  me.  Next 
in  order  are  Fort  Bowyer  and  Fort  Mobile  Point, 
which  prove  to  be  the  precise  same  place.  Then 
come  Fort  Toulouse  and  Foit  jac^n^  not  less 
extraordinary  than  the  others.  The  history  of 
Fort  Toulouse,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  is 
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this  1  that,  when  the  extravagant  pretensions  of 
England  produced  the  war  of  1756,  whai  she 
was  opposed  by  France  and  Spain,  a  chain  of 
military  posts  w^s  attempted  by  France,  to  be 
established  from  Canada  to  the  Gulf,  to  confine 
the  British  within  their  own  territory,  and  this 
Foit  Toulouse  wui  one  of  them.  Bu^  after  the 
peace  of  1763,  that  military  post  remained  a  re- 
treat only  for  wildcats  and  foxes,  until  the  late 
war ;  when,  at  the  close  of  the  Cre^  campaign, 
the  army  cut  away  the  trees  which  had  grown  up 
in  the  meantime,  and  removed  some  old  iron  can- 
non which  lay  in  their  way,  with  their  trunnions 
broken  off,  and  built  Fort  Jackson  upon  the  sdf* 
same  spot;  apd  yet.  the  Secretary  gives  us  Fort 
Touloose  and.Fort  Jackson  as  two  military  posts. 

I  must  confess,  sir,  this  reminds  me  very  Torci- 
Uy  of  an  anecdote  I  once  heard .  of  an  Irishman, 
who  said,  he  liked  to  live  in  America  very  well, 
but  he  believed  he  would  have  remained  in  his 
owA  country,  where  he  had  every  convenience, 
and  as  fine  a  farm  as  any  in  Irdand ;  but  there 
was  a  little  encumbrance  upon  it,  which  made  it 
rather  disagreeable,  which  was,  that  another  man's 
land  lay  right  on  the  top  of  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  indeed  astonished  how  it 
is  possible  for  the  head  of  a  department  (o  have 
been  so  imperfectly  informed  as  to  the  real  state 
of  what  are  here  reported  to  us  as  military  posts ; 
and  how.  they  can  be  mentioned  both  in  debate 
and  in  official  docunxents  as  existing  posts,  wbei« 
a  portion  of  our  force  may.be  required,  and  used 
indeed  as  a  pretext  to  palliate  the  retention  of  this 
pvesent  useless  force,  is  not  less  astonishing.  If, 
sir,  you  r^ect  fron)  this  report  all  the  arsenw^  the 
houses  or  the  generals,  tne  camps  and  canton- 
ments, where  troops  chanced  to  stay  for  a  few 
weeks  during  the  late  war ;  and  all  the  forts,  where 
there  .are  neither  soldiers,  gtms,  nor  fortifications; 
and  all  those  in  cotton  Gelds,  as  well  as  those  the 
long  time  den  of  wild  beasts ;  you  will  find  this 
list  of  .one  hundred  and  twenty-six,  dwindled  down 
to  fifty-eight ;  and,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  the 
true  military  aspect  of  this  country  will  never  re- 
quire that  numoer;  and^  when,  another  subject 
comef  before  the  House,  I  think  I  shall  be  aUe  to 
show  that  not  more  than  perhaps  thirty  are  in  any 
event  necessary. 

1  cannot  divine  how  it  is  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  undertakes  to  brand  the  supporters 
of  this  measure  as  aiming  a  blow,  through  it,  at 
the  Executive.  Does  he  know  the  Bzeeutire  to 
be  hostile  to  the  measure  now  under  debate  t  He 
tells  OIL  too,  the  President's  glory  is  in  the  magni- 
tude of  the  fortifications  of  the  country.  For  my 
own  part,  I  think  myself  a  better  friend  to  him 
than  to  buieve  he  would  place  his  glory  anon  any 
other  basis  than  the  administratbn  of  the  laws  for 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  and  the  welfare  of 
the  people. 

It  is  aifficult  for  me  to  see  the  necessity  for  this 
army,  organized  as  it  is.  We  have  two  Major 
Qenerals  and  four  Brigadiers  in  service,  whilst  we 
have  not  as  many  men  at  any  one  place  as  would 
constitute  a  capt^'s  guard ;  but  I  suppose  it  most 
be  necessary  to  us,  as  we  must  be  a  "  great  peo* 
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Sle."  These  officers  receive  near  seven  thousand 
ollara  a  year,  for  no  other  service  than  liriog 
eomfortauy  at  home,  and  transmitting  the  ordors 
of  the  Department  of  War ;  as  it  seems  the  Sec- 
retary of  that  department  has  no  ebnce  left  him 
hot  compliance.  This  sum  is  enonnoos;  yet  I 
will  not  say  it  is  an  abuse,  as  it  is  drawn  through 
the  medium  of  the  law;  thongh,  whilst  their  pay 
is  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  a  year,  their 
allowance  for  servants,  houses,  quarters,  kitchens, 
fire-wood,  and  other  little  matters,  swells  it  to  that 
sum.  The  life  though,  of  some  of  them,  is  not  a 
dull  monotony,  in  "  these  piping  times  of  peace," 
as  we  might  suppose ;  as  we  are  informed  a  visit 
is  made  each  Winter  to  this  imperial  city,  bv  some 
means  or  other,  moving  in  the  style  of  an  Eastern 
satrap,  says  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  with 
all  the  pomp  of  military  indulgence,  having  twelve 
hundred  pounds  of  baggage,  three  rooms,  and  a 
kitchen  in  the  train,  come  to  Washington  by  an 
ofd»  from  the  Department  of  War,  and  obtain 
transportation  for  it  aU;  Bhoold|  howem,  the 
journey  have  been  commenced  wi&out  aa  order, 
one  is  kindly  famished  when  the  city  ii  entoed : 
nich  would  K  the  beneficent  dbpositioa  of  a  wdl 
drilled  department. 

These  things,  when  we  had  a  Treasury  over- 
flowing with  money,  would  have  been  wrong; 
but  now,  when  the  Treasury  is  unable  to  pay,  it 
is  little  else  than  an  abuse  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
us  by  the  people,  who  expect  from  us  a  faithful 
account  of  our  conduct.  When  the  welfare  of 
the  country  shall  require  taxes,  I  will  vote  them. 
But  to  borrow  millions  every  year,  thereby  increas- 
ing the  national  debt  in  time  of  peace  mstead  of 
paying  it  off— to  tax  the  country,  already  embar- 
raued  with  difficulties  of  their  own,  to  support 
this  prodigal  system,  is  what  I  cannot  do.  A 
pmdeot  man  will  limit  his  expenditures  to  the 
amount  of  his  income,  and  that  which  is  right  in 
ma  individual,  cannot  be  wrong  in  a  nation. 

We  have  heard  much  of  tfaeKrricesof  our  offi- 
cen,  their  high  expectations,  and  generous  sacri- 
fices of  penoind  wospects ;  all  this  may  be  true, 
and,  as  an  individual,  I  am  ^ways  proud  to  honor 
die  meritorious  officer.  But,  can  it  be  possible  fat 
an  individual  as  brave,  as  patriotic,  and  disinter- 
ested as  they  are  represented  to  be,  should  desire 
to  renuin  one  moment  in  the  army,  after  th&f 
know  their  country  did  not  stand  in  need  of  their 
services?  Would  they  not  rather  feel  dishonored 
by  the  belief  that  pecuniary  compensation  was  all 
they  sought?  Let  us  do  the  country  justice,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  when  the  services  of  these  officers 
an  wanting,  let  us  require  thnn  and  pay  them : 
when  they  achieve  deeds  of  valor,  let  m  reward 
them}  when  they  di^day  heroic  patriotism  and 
devotion  to  the  eonn^,  let  us  give  them  our  dis- 
tinguished consideration.  This,  sir,  is  the  highest 
reward  any  man  can  receive  from  a  free  peo^e. 

The  officer  who  would  wish  to  remain  in  service 
one  minute  longer  than  his  country  desired  him, 
or  wanted  his  services,  is  unworthy  of  its  confi- 
dence  or  commission.  Why  are  we  told  of  irrita- 
ted feelings  or  animositv  of  mdividuals  ?  If  these 
exist,  tbea  instantly  disband  the  army ;  it  has  al- 
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ready  existed  too  long  for  the  good  of  the  country. 
The  danger  of  a  stuiding  army  is  not  that  there 
is  any  fear  of  their  orertluowing  the  Constitutim 
at  one  blow ;  bot  the  tainted  feelings  they  engen- 
der, and  the  influence  it  acquires  upon  punic 
opinion.  I  hope  the  day  has  not  arrival  when  we 
fear  to  disbanci  an  army,  even  thowb  its  number 
should  be  ten  or  fifty  thousand ;  if  we  do,  then 
liberty  has  fled,  we  have  nothing  left  us  but  the 
shadow.  Let  us  beware  in  time,  and  ke^  pure 
the  national  feelinff  from  the  influence  of  this  dan- 
gerous doctrine  of  "  you  can't  do  enough,"  and 
you  are  "  bound  to  fulfil  expectations  yourselves 
nave  created."  Against,  this,  and  the  impatient 
desire  to  cram  into  every  omce  military  men,  to 
the  exclusion  of  citizens  of  better  pretension^  I 
must  protest.   It  is  ruinous  and  unjust. 

Sit,  at  a  future  day,  when  our  population  wiil 
have  increased,  and  we  involved  in  some  future 
war,  necessity  or  favor  will  compel  us  to  create 
major  generals,  lieutenant  generals,  generals,  and 
field  marshals;  when  the  doctrine  of  the  science 
of  the  Army  will  apply  then  as  now ;  and  to  guard 
against  future  evil  as  much  as  we  can,  we  ought 
to  give  an  example  now  of  that  moderate  and  dis- 
interested justice  to  disbanded  armies,  which  fo- 
ture  ages  ought  to  pursue. 

We  ouffht  to  remember  a  lesson  already  given 
in  the  eznibition  of  feeling  in  a  publication  ad- 
dressed to  the  nation  by  the  disbanded  officers  of 
the  late  war.  It  is  only  necessary  to  advert  to  it ; 
the  memory  of  every  goitleman  in  the  House  will 
recall  it  to  their  recoHection ;  a  more  severe,  acri- 
monious, bitter,  biting,  rancorous  piece,  I  yet  have 
never  seen.  It  is  in  this  way  inroads  are  made 
upon  the  national  feeling,  and  whenevn  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  shall  fail  to  consult  any 
interest  but  that  of  their  country,  there  is  an  end 
to  the  Constitution.  Control  tnem  now;  when 
you  cannot,  you  are  slaves.  Gradual  annoaeh  b 
the  march  of^ tyranny.  Can  any  man  bdiere  there 
was  much  to  surprise  the  peoide  of  Rome  when  t 
certain  Emperor  created  his  norse  priest  and  con- 
sul? Could  this  have  been  done  in  the  purer  days 
of  Rome?  No,  sir,  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
see  small  changes  and  innovations,  until,  from  one 
step  to  another,  they  arrived  at  this  last  degne  of 
degradation:  themselves  impotent  and  despised, 
doubtless  beheld  this  spectacle  without  wonder  or 
astonishment. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  inutility  of  the  mili- 
tia. They  have  been  contemned  and  despised  to 
enhance  the  claim  and  usi^ulness  of  a  standing 
Army.  We  are  told,  too,  that  this  Army  is  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  our  Western  frontio-, 
which  is  feene  and  defenceless.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
will  not  snesk  on  that  sutgecL  I  cannot  trust  my 
feelings ;  bat,  sir,  this  I  may  say,  that  I  know  weO 
the  kind  of  pnMeetion  given  to  the  West  by  your 
standing  armies.  No  man  has  suffered  more  tlua 
myself  by  the  wars  of  the  country,  though  I  was 
too  young  to  have  any  personal  concern  in  them ; 
then  it  was  the  brave  and  dauntless  frontier  naa 
protected  himself,  and  often  your  Army — for  all 
was  vrar ;  then,  sir,  every  individual  could  aim  tbe 
uuerting  rifle,  and  often  their  wires  and  daughters 
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could  use  Ibem  with  skill  and  effect ;  and  whilst 
tilling  their  fields  of  com,  each  would  in  turn  re- 
main on  ffuard;  then,  too,  battles  were  fought, 
where  deeds  of  valor  were  displayed,  which  would 
bare  rivalled  the  boast  of  any  age  or  country ;  nor 
did  they  expect  rewards  in  office,  favor,  swords, 
or  medals,  for  the  enemies  they  iiilled  or  did  not 
kill. 

But  I  will  not,  as  I  have  nut  spoken  of  these 
things.  My  friend  from  Kentucky,  who  I  see  be- 
fore me,  (Mr.  Habdih,)  is  better  acquainted  with 
these  occurrences  than  I  am,  or  any  gentleman  in 
the  House,  may  picture  them  to  you.  He  is  more 
capable  than  I  am,  and  can  do  the  subject  more 
justice.  Let  him  speak,  and  you  will  learn  whe- 
thci  your  militia  ought  to  be  so  despised. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  further.  Under  any  view 
which  I  can  take  of  this  matter,  I  cannot  aee  any 
good  cause  why  the  Army  shotild  nut  be  reducea. 
Let  it  be  fixed  upon  the  most  economical  basis, 
and  we  yet  may  avoid  loans  and  taxes  in  time  of 
peace,  which  will  some  day  ruin  this  country. 
Let  us  often  recur  to  the  pure  oriffinal  feelings  and 
opinions  which  we  once  had,  and  then  perhaps  we 
may  preserve  the  Republic  from  the  inevitable 
fate  which  the  gradual  change  of  original  prin- 
ciple must  bring  upon  it.  Let  us  recur  to  the  max- 
ims of  1801,  and  all  will  be  well;  if  not,  expect 
prodigality  and  ruin. 

_  Mr.  Trimble  followed  Mr.  Floyd  in  opposi- 
tion to  so  indisctimJaate  a  reduction  of  the  Staff 
of  the  Army  as  was  desired  by  some  gentlemen. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Smyth's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Bfr.  HABniN  then,  after  some  general  remarks 
in  favor  of  his  object,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  thereto  a  new  section,  to  abolish  any  com- 
mutation for  subsistence  of  the  officers,  forag& 
servants  and  servants*  hire,  and  subsistence  and 
clothing,  transportation,  and  any  other  incidental 
charges  whatever,  and  to  allow  in  lieu  thereof 

 per  cent,  on  tne  amount  of  pay  now  allowed 

the  officers  res{>ectiTeIy. 

Before  deciding  on  this  motion,  the  Committee 
ros^  and  the  House  adjourned  at  4  o'clock. 


Tbcrbdat,  January  18. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Peter  Stephen  Chazotte,  of  Philadelphia, 
enclosing  a  printed  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Facts  and 
ObsOTations  on  the  Culture  of  Tines,  Olives, 
Capers,  Almonds,  dte.,  in  the  Southern  States, 
and  otCuSeet  Cocoa,  and  Cochineal,  in  East 
Florida."— Rdfared  to  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture. 

Mr.  Seroeant  presented  a  petition  of  Edward 
Barry,  a  sailing-master  in  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  praying  compensation  lor  his  house- 
hold furniture,  destroyed  m  the  navy  yard,  in  the 
citjr  of  Washington,  on  the  S4th  of  August,  1814; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 


Missouri,  praying  that  relief  may  be  extended  to 
certain  purchasers  of  public  lands,  referred  to  that 
committee  on  the  lltn  instant;  and  that  the  said 
memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  regulating 
the  payment  of  debts  due  from  purchasers  of  puln 
lie  lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
Benjamin  H.  Rand  to  import  a  certain  piece  of 
plate  free  of  duty ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stobrb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 
terms  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  fax 
the  northern  district  of  the  State  <^  New  Ymk. 

Mr.  SiLSBEB  submitted  the  following  resoliH 
tion,  which  was  leadj  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day  fiir  consideration : 

Hmhedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  be 
teqaired  to  lay  before  this  House  «  ststement  of  the 
number  of  inspectors,  and  of  weighers,  gftuger%  and 
meuarcrs,  employed  in  etch  port  of  the  United  Sutes, 
■nd  of  the  amount  of  pay  received  by  each  of  those 
officers  for  each  of  the  lut  five  years;  and,  also,  a 
ststement  of  the  oames  of  persons  who  have  been 
employed  mm  agents  for  boildiog  or  supplying  UglU- 
bouses,  revenue  cutters,  at  marine  homtals,  in  the 
several  districts  of  the  United  States,  with  the  anonnt 
of  compensation  which  has  bean  paid  to  each  of  them, 
for  these  services,  within  the  last  five  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Silbbbb^  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  albwing  imported  goods,  on  which 
the  duty  has  been  paid  or  secured,  to  be  trans- 
ported coastwise,  from  the  district  into  which  they 
were  imported,  to  one  or  more  other  districts,  with- 
out losing  the  benefit  of  debenture  when  exptwted 
from  the  United  States,  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
took  up  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Army  to  six  thou- 
sand men — Mr.  Hardin's  amendment  offered  yes- 
terday being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Hardin  having  since  yesterday  ascertained, 
in  conversation,  that  the  Military  Committee  had 
now  a  proposition  before  them,  similar  to  that 
which  he  had  offered  by  way  of  amendment  to 
this  bill,  said  he  would  leave  the  subject  to  them 
at  present.  He  therefore  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  an  amendment, 
going  to  retain  one-half  of  the  topographical  en- 
gineers, and  followed  his  motion  by  a  number  of 
remarks  on  the  valuable  services  this  corps  had 
rendered ;  the  destitute  condition  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  military  service  of  topographical  in- 
formation, at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war; 
the  disasters  which  had  ensued  therefrom,  instances 
of  which  he  detailed ;  the  mass  of  useful  and  essen- 
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tial  infonuBtion  which  thejr  had  given,  and  were 
SaaSej  acqamng,  by  their  surveys,  for  the  public 
use,  Ac. 

Mi.  CocKG  opposed  the  motioo,  and  spoke  to 
show  that  the  information  wanted  in  some  of  the 
isstnncee  referred  to  by  Mr.  S.,  might  have  been 
acqnited  by  any  of  the  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  scene  of  operations,  dec.  He  was  further  op- 
posed to  any  material  amendments,  as  they  mignt 
tend  to  defeat  the  bill ;  it  was  a  course  deprecated 
and  avoided  at  the  last  session  by  the  friends  of 
the  tariff  bill,  and  he  wished  to  show  the  House 
that  the  friends  of  this  bill  could  not  be  outflanked, 
and  that,  though  militia  bad  been  so  much  decried, 
he  wished  it  to  be  seen  that,  on  this  occasion, 
there  was  something  like  disciplme  in  their  ranks, 
tBd  that  (hey  would  not  he  decoyed  from  their  ob- 
ject by  amendments. 

Mr.  Bhitb  said  he  really  had  never  heard  so 
Iffoad  a  declaration  as  this  in  the  House-— that  the 
friends  of  reduction  were  to  rally  round  a  bill, 
good  or  bad,  right  or  wrong.  He  avowed  himself 
a  frimd  of  the  oilt,  so  fbr  as  regarded  a  reduction 
of  die  Army :  but  he  desired  to  make  the  organi- 
zation as  perfect  as  possible. 

Mr.  Mercer  entered  into  a  detail  of  many  of 
the  duties  devolved  on  the  topographical  corps,  for 
civil  as  well  as  military  purposes,  to  show  the 
great  value  of  their  talents  and  services  to  the  na- 
tion. He  adverted  to  the  small  number  (ten  or 
twelve)  of  which  this  corps  even  now  consisted, 
and  the  little  expense  they  were  to  the  country, 
He  referred,  particolarly,  to  many  instances  in 
which  their  talents  and  services  had  oeen  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  national  defence,  and  many 
in  whicn,  had  they  been  employed,  they  would 
have  prevented  defeat  and  disgrace  to  the  arms  of 
the  Reputdic.  Mr.  M.  concluded  his  remarks  by 
moving  to  amend  his  amendment  so  as  to  retain 
ihz  wAws  instead  of  hUf  of  the  corps  of  topograph- 
ical engineers.  Believing,  however,  that  the  pro- 
vision retaining  the  corps  of  engineers  would  be 
construed  to  retain  the  topographical  corps  con- 
nected therewith,  he  hoped  uiis  motion  would  be 
withdrawn,  that  it  might  be  made  when  another 
port  of  the  bill  should  oe  reached. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  FoBD  moved  to  strike  out  the  i^ovision  for 
retaining  a  surgeon  general,  considering  him  to 
have  little  or  nothing  to  do,  and  that  his  duties 
might  be  discharged  by  die  apothecary  general. 

This  motion  was  oj^wsed  ny  Mr.  Storrs,  and 
was  supported  by  the  mover;  but  who,  subse- 
quently^ withdrew  his  amendment,  to  obtain  fur- 
ther infondation  on  the  subject 

lifr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  so  to  amend 
the  bill  as  to  sive  to  the  Quartermaster  General  fas 
at  present)  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  oi  a 
brigadier  general,  instead  of  reducing  his  rank, 
pay,  dbc.,  to  that  of  a  colond  of  cavalry,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  bill. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  50,  noes  58. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  strike  out  the  iiflh  section 
of  the  bill,  which  abolishes  the  topographical  en- 
gineers and  their  assistants— wishing,  as  he  before 


stated,  to  retain  in  service  the  whole  of  that  corps, 
and  further  advocated  his  oliject. 

Mr.  Hardin  spoke  at  some  l^^^th  against  the 
amendment,  and  to  show  that  the  information  col- 
lected by  this  corps  and  embodied  in  maps  was  not 
of  such  importance  to  military  movements;  the 
whole  face  of  the  country,  in  tts  water  courses, 
roads,  bridges,  dec.,  constantly  changing,  rendered 
the  maps  made  now  useless  in  future  wars,  &c. 
He  might  not  be  averse  to  retaining  a  part'  of  the 
topograpbical  corps ;  but  deeming  this  bill  the  re- 
sult of  much  military  knowledge  and  experience 
in  the  committee  which  pronounced  this  corps  un- 
necessary, he  was  not  prepared  to  act  in  oppc»itioiL 
to  the  plan  which  they  recommended.  &c. 

Mr.  Mebcer  replied  to  Mr.  H.  If  the  argument 
of  Mr.  Cocke,  that  the  bill  was  not  to  be  touched, 
lest  it  should  be  endangered,  and  that  of  Mr.  Har- 
din, Uiat  all  amendment  was  precluded  by  an  im- 
plicit confidence  in  the  views  of  a  committee,  were 
to  prevail  in  this  House,  he  could  have  nothing 
more  to  do  with  this  bill,  or  indeed  with  any  other. 
He  proceeded  to  reply  in  detail  to  the  objections 
of  Mr.  H.  to  the  corps  in  question,  and  to  show 
the  necessity  of  reteining  them. 

Mr.  Haboim  rejoined  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Mallary  referred  to  the  duties  of  tne  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  engineers,  as  laid  down  in 
the  roles  and  regulations  of  the  War  Department, 
to  show  that  the  duties  of  the  toposraphical  corps 
were  called  for  only  in  a  state  of  war,  and  that 
they  would  consequently  not  be  requisite  m  a  Peace 
Establishment;  oljjeetragparticutarly  to  retaining 
the  number  now  in  service,  which  equalled  Ae 
whole  number  in  service  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Mbbcbb  went  into  a  further  exposition  of 
his  views  in  defence  of  the  topographical  corps, 
and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hardin. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Merger's 
amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  with- 
oQt  a  count, 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  then  renewed  his  mo- 
tion to  retain  one-half  of  tne  lopographical  engi- 
neers. 

Mr.  Brdsh  spoke  'in  reply  to  Mr.  Mallart,  in 
regard  to  the  relative  duties  of  engineers  and  to- 
pographical engineers,  to  show  that  nis  conclusions 
were  not  accurate,  and  to  show  the  great  utility 
of  the  duties  of  the  latter  corps  as  well  as  the 
former ;  and  to  retain  at  least  a  part  of  the  topo- 
graphical corps,  even  at  the  expense  of  part  of  the 
engineers  themselves;  that  to  haven  perfect  sys- 
tem, a  part  of  each  corps  ought  to  be  retained,  and 
not  any  one  sacrificed  entirdy. 

Mr.  Shith'b  amendment  was  also  negatived — 
ayes  43. 

Mr.  GAnifon  moved  to  amend  the  7th  section, 
so  as  to  make  the  same  allowance  of  three  months 
extra  pay  to  the  disbanded  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  as  is  provided  for 
dislutoded  officers. 

After  some  little  discussion,  this  motion  was 
lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  lo 
allow  a  salary  of  three  thousand,  instead  of  two 
thousand  doUars,  to  the  Commissary  General  of 
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Puccbasea,  and  foUowed  his  motloa  with  some 
maiks  agaioft  redocing,  (as  the  bill  proposed,) 
the  siiaiy  of  an  ofBeer  whose  dnties  wne  so  im- 
pcntant  and  had  been  so  aUy  and  faithfblly  dis- 
chari^ed  as  thejrhad  been  t^theofficor  now  in 
aeiTiee. 

Mr.  EtTBTis  added  his  opinion  that  the  sum  of 
^000  was  not  more  than  an  adequate  salarr  for 
this  officer.  He  as  fully-  deserred  this  sum,  from 
,^e  nature  of  his  duties,  and  the  fidelitr  of  their 
execudon,  as  any  laborer  was  worth  a  dollar  a  day. 

Mr.. Cocke  an;ued,  from  the  duties  incident  to 
this  office,  which  he  detailed  to  the  Committee, 
that  the  sum  of  $2^000  a  year  was  an  adequate 
compensation;  considering  it  also  probable  that 
this  officer  was  engaged  in  other  business  of  his 
own,  &C. 

Mr.  Sergeant  supported  the  inotion,  from  a 
conviction  of  its  justice;  derived  from  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  entire  and  exclusive  devotion  of 
the  present  Commissary  General  of  Purchases  to 
the  disehauje  of  his  duties. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  93,000  was  the 
sum  originally  given  to  this  officer  ana  argued  that 
.if  a  reduction  of  it  shotdd  drive  the  pteaeat  officer, 
now  fuUy  experienced  in  his  duties,  from  the  ser- 
vice it  would  probably  be  ektremely  detrimental 
to  the  snvice:  he  disbursed  perhaps  a  million  of 
ddlpza  anninllyi  and  $3,000  was  a  very  low  com- 
inission  on  the  amount  of  the  disbonement ;  his 
4nties  were  also  muUifarious  and  lajboriousj  and 
his  salary  ought  to  be  such  as  not  to  drive  him  to 
olhermeans  of  uipport,  if  not  from  service  J  indeed 
if  Jne  were  to  engage  in  anv  private  business,  he 
OQffJit  not  to  be  retained  in  toe  public  service. 

Mr.  WiLLUMa,  of  North  Carolina,  was  averse 
to  arguing  thus  ad  homiaem.  The  salary  of  this 
officer  was  no  more  than  $3,000  during  the  war, 
when  his  duues  were  much  greater,  and  Mr.  W. 
tliought  the  diminished  duties  of  a  Peace  Eatab- 
Ushment  made  a  corresponding  rednctifm  of  salary 
cqvitaUe  and  propo*. 

Mx,  KioH  was-oj^osed  to  reducing  the  salary  of 
any  particuIaT  o^ei^he  was  wiiling  to  go  into 
the  subject  of  a  general  reduction  of  salaries ;  but, 
tmtU  then,  would  not  consent  to  single  out  a  par- 
ticular case.  He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  oi  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Foot  hoped,  then,  that  this  subject  would 
be  laid  by  for  the  present,  and  the  subject  of  sala- 
-Ties  taken  up,  in  which  case  he  trusted  that  (tf  the 
Commissary  General  of  Purchases  would  not  be 
the  only  one  reduced. 

Mr.  Sjutb,  of  Maryland,  remarked,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  WiuiAHS,  that  this  salarv  was  fixed  at  $3,000 
long  before  the  late  war ;  and  during  that  war  he 
had  many  diwities  to  assist  him. 
;  The  amendment  proposing  to  make  the  salary 
$3*000  was  rgected  without  a  division. 

Mr.  FcLUK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
a  proTisioit  for  one  Adjutant  and  Inseeetot  Gea- 
enl  in  addi^n  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant  and 
Aaristant  Inspector  Cienetal. 

This  motion,  after  some  discussion,  was  n^- 
atired  without  a  diviaion. 

Mr.  Storbs  moved  to  change  the  provision  of 
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one  Assistant  Inspector  General,  to  a  pnwision 
for  one  Inspector  General ;  and  supported  kb  ma- 
tion  bv  renrring  to  the  important,  essentia^  and 
valoabU  duties  of  this  bianch  of  the  service. 

AAer  some  debate,  this  motion  was  also  nega- 
tived, without  a  divisini.  ,  . 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, the  effect  of  which,  in  suhstaace,  waa  to 
prevent  the  consolidation  of  the  corps  of  ordnaaee 
with  that  of.  the  artillery,  and  to  preserve  the 
corps  of  ordiunce  distmct  and  separate,  as  at 
[nresent. 

This  amendment  was  briefly  discnsaedt  without 
any  strong  objections  being  urged  against  it,  and 
it  was  agreed  to — ayes  6i,  noes  37.  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Arcbbr,  of  Virginia,  the  hiU 
was  further  amended  by  substituting  .the  word  dto- 
cboTffed  for  the  word  deraitffed,  as  af^died  to  those 
to  be  disbanded  under  the  bill. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  section : 
.  Be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  heretfter,  of  th«  pey 
allowed  by  law  to  each  enlisted  soldier  there  ahaU  be 
retained  —  dollars  and  —  csnta  per  month,  ontU 
iht  torn  of  enUstnient  shall  axpin,  or  untU  legally 
discharged ;  at  which  time  the  retaiaed  inau  ^aU  be 
paid  to  each  aoldier  peraonally,  without  regard  to  anj 
tranafti  or  auignment,  and  without  being  ant^ect  to 
any  lien  ariaing  apen  any  contract  or  engagamant 
made  after  the  date  of  enlutment}  and,  in  tb*  event 
of  death  in  aerriee,  the  auna  ao  ratained  abalt  be  paid 
only  to  the  widow  of  tfte  decaasodt  or  to  his  heira  at  Uw» 
oc  their  gusxdian,  under  the  aam*  rules  and  regnlaF 
tiona  now  eatablisbod  in  umilar  cases. 

,  Mr.  T.  wondered  that  such  a  provbion  had  not 
been  before  incorporated  in  the  system.  The  de* 
sertions  were  very  numerous,  and  it  was  ^proper 
that  part  of  the  soldiers'  pay  should  be  retaiaed  to 
overate  against  desertion  and  as  a  penalty  for  it. 
The  practice  in  the  Roman  army,  ue  remarked, 
was  excellent.  The  books  of  the  n|jpment  always 
accompanied  the  colors  of  the  regiment-4f  the 
colors  were  lost,  the  hooka  wen  hSt  too,  and  the 
State  thereby  gained  all  the  retained  par;  but  the 
consequence  was,  that  the  colors  were  seldom  kat. 

The  amendment  waa:o^>osed  bySfr.  Coqeb, 
and  Mr,  Wiuj&hs  of  North  Carolina,  on  the 
ffround  that  such  a  provision  would  be  reported 
m  a  different  bill,  in  which  it  would  he  more  dp- 
propriate. 

The  amendment  was  n^tived. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  row,  and 
reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  House; 
and  the  amendments  of  the  Cmnmittee  were  suc- 
cessively adopted,  without  variation,  except  as 
related  to  the  ordoance  corps,  which,  «n  motion 
of  Mr.  CoBB,  was  so  modified  as  to  consist  of  one 
colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  one  major,  six 
captains,  six  first,  six  second  and  six  third  lieu- 
tenants. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  SToaae,  and  Mr.  Fuujut, 
renewed,  without  mecesa,  the  notiiHU  which  tWr 
had  respectively  made  in  Cnnmittee  to  amoid 
the  lull. 

Its.  Cobb  toiewed,  aud  spoke  in  support  of  the 
motion,  unsuccessfully  made  in  Committee  1^ 
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Bfr.  Smith  of  Marjrland,  to  gire  the  QAtTtermas- 
ter  Gokenl  the  nmk,  wf,  ud  emoluments  of  a 
Brigadier  General,  in  uea  of  those  of  Colonel  of 
Caralrr. 

The  motion  was  opposed  br  Mr.  Floyd,  on 
nincif^  and  was  supported  oy  Mr.  SuiTB  of 
virainia,  also  on  principle. 

The  motion  was  negatiTed. 

Mr.  Lathrop  moTed  to  deprive  the  Adjutant 
General,  the  Quartermaster  Qeueral,  and  Judge 
Adtroeate,  of  the  proposed  rank,  bnt  to  leare  them 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  Colonel  of  Caralry ; 
which  motion  was  negatived  without  &  division. 

Mr.  Amdebson,  after  some  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  plan  of  redaction  {voposed  by  the  pre- 
sent bill,  and  in  ez|danation  of  his  views  of  a  dif- 
ferent onnttization,  moved  that  the  House  come 
to  the  foflowiDg  resolntion : 

JUtehed,  That  the  bill  be  leeommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Militaty  Afhiis,  with  instructions  to  r^rt 
a  bill  plsdng  the  proMot  Military  Etsttblisbment  of 
the  United  States  under  the  command  of  one  Mtjor 
General,  sad  two  Brigadiera  General,  and  cootainug 
otbar  proTiaions  necessary  for  making  the  staff  of  the 
Anny  cooform  to  this  arrangement. 

The  motion  was  ne^tived  without  debate}  ayes 
26 ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 

FaiDAt,  January  19. 

Mr.  ANDfiRsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  refMrted  a  bill  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  remove  the  land 
office  in  the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas  j  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
on  Friday  next 

Mr.  Skbqeant,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
Jttdieiary,  reporta]  a  bill  to  altn  the  Umes  of 
holding  the  district  court  in  the  northern  district 
of  New  York}  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  anthortzing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  Le  Roy 
Opie;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which  is 
committed  the  r^rt  made  at  the  last  session  on 
the  petition  of  Hoel  Lawrence. 

Mr.  Mebcer,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  aathorizing  the 
-  establishment  of  a  penitentiary  within  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  foUowing  Mesnge  was  receind  from  the 
pEiaiiniiT  OP  TRB  United  States: 
3b  the  House  if  JS^prcimf  oMvet  .- 

In  oom|dlBnce  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Bcpressntatives,  reqneating  the  Preddent  to  inlbnn 
die  Honae  (if  in  hu  opinion  proper)  whether  any, 
and,  If  any,  what  negotiations,  lioce  the  first  of  Jan- 
nary,  1816,  have  bsen  had  with  the  Six  PTations  of 
yndians,  or  any  portion  af  them  ;  who  the  commis- 
sioasrs  or  agents  were ;  the  olgecis  of  the  negotia- 
tion; the  eapsnsss  of  the  same;  the  compeosatun  of 


each  commisrioiier,  secretary,  or  agent,  and  to  whom 
the  moneys  were  pud ;  I  now  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secreury  of  War,  eonmanieating  Aa  infenaih 
tion  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASBiaoToa,  JiMtKif^  16,  1821. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  merchandise  on  hand  at 
the  different  Indian  trading-houses,  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Indian  trade, 
at  cost ;  rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
this  House  of  the  13th  instant;  which  letter  and 
statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mallart,  after  some  remarks,  going  to 
show  that  there  was  reason  to  believe  thae  were 
several  officers  of  the  Army,  employed  in  certain 
of  the  public  offices,  to  whom  compensation  was 
paid  for  their  clerical  services,  in  addition  to  their 
pay  as  officers,  and  with  the  view  of  obtaining 
precise  information  on  this  subject,  submitted  the 
following  rescdution : 

RcMohedt  That  the  Committee  im  Mititaiy  A&iis 
be  instmeted  to  inquire  whether  any  officers  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  are  employed  as  clerka  or 
in  any  other  capacity,  in  any  of  the  Departmenta,  or 
in  the  office  of  the  Burgeon  General  or  Apotheeaiy 
General,  and  whether  sneh  offieera,  if  any,  have  re- 
ceived any  other  eompenaation  than  their  pay  as  offi- 
cers ;  if  so,  what  are  their  names*  and  wlut  extra 
compensation  have  they  received. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so 
as  to  make  it  a  direct  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  th;  information;  which  motion,  after 
some  conversation  between  three  or  four  gentle- 
men, was  negatived,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  RANnoLPH  gave  notice  that  he  should  on 
Monday  next  call  ror  the  consideration  of  the  InlL 
making  movision  for  the  family  of  the  late  Com- 
modore Perry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gorbam,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  placing  such  a  number  of  buoys  on  the 
Nantucket  shoals,  in  the  Vineyard  sound,  on  the 
coast  of  Massachusetts  as  may  be  necessary  to 
rendn'  the  navigation  the  more  secure. 

REVENU£  OFFICERS. 

The  following  resolution  snlunitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Silsbeb  was  taken  up  for  consideration : 

Reaohaed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  to  lay  before  this  Honw  a  atatcment  of  the 
nnmber  of  iospeeton  and  weighers,  gangers  and  mea- 
surers, enptoyed  in  eadi  port  of  the  United  Statai^ 
and  criT  the  amount  of  pay  received  by  each  of  these 
offiesrs  Ibr  eadi  of  the  last  Ave  years;  and  aUo  estate 
ment  of  the  names  of  persons  who  have  been  empl^fed 
as  agents  tar  bnilding  or  aupplyiag  Ugbthonses.  revs- 
nne  cotters,  or  marine  hospitals,  to  the  several  dis- 
tricta  of  the  United  States,  with  the  amouet  of  com- 
pensation which  has  been  paid  to  each  of  them  fir 
their  services  within  the  last  five  years. 

Mr.  ToMUHBOK  wished  the  call  smnewhat  cz- 


Digitized  by  Google 


909 


HISTORY  OF  GONGBSSS. 


910 


Jahdabt,  1821. 


Eail  0^  tJu  Houte—Revoluiiouary  Penstotu. 


H.orR, 


tended}  so  as  to  obtain  infomiation  on  a  subject 
in  wliicli  there  were  considerable  abuses  practised, 
some  partienlars  of  wbieh  he  referred  to.  He 
moTed  therefore  to  add  the  following  to  the  reso- 
Intion : 

"  DetignaUng  the  penons  who  daring  the  uid 
period  were  paid  m  inspectors,  and  who  it  the  same 
time  performed  the  datiea  and  received  the  fees  of 
weighers,  gangers,  and  meuurers,  and  the  amoaot 
paid  to  such  persons  reipectiTety,  forserviees  rendered 
in  each  of  the  capacities  aforesaid." 

This  amendment  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Silsbee, 
and  thus  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

HALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  19th  of  December,  1820,  instructing  them 
"  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  making  such 
'  alterations  in  the  present  structure  of  tbe  Hall  of 
'  the  House  of  RepreeentatiTee,  as  shall  better 
'  adapt  it  to  the  purposes  of  a  ddtberatire  assem- 
*  Uf ;  and,  if  no  such  alteration  can  be  effected, 
'  to  ascolain  whether  it  be  practicable  to  provide 
'  a  suitable  ball  in  the  centre  building  of  the  Cap- 
'  ibd,"  ddivered  the  following  report : 

That,  in  obedience  to  the  above-recited  resolution, 
they  have  exaatioed  the  practicability  of  making  anj 
•Iterations  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  that  would  render  it  more  convenient  for  the 
trannetion  of  public  business,  with  all  tbe  attention 
in  their  power. 

The;  have,  also,  aubmitted  the  different  plana  for 
this  purpose  that  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  their 
inquiries,  or  that  have  beon  suggested  to  them,  to  the 
examination  of  the  architect  of  the  puUic  baildings, 
who  has  furaished  thera  with  his  omoion  of  the  alter- 
ation most  likely  to  produce  the  desired  effect  in  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Repieaentativea,  accompanied 
with  a  drawing  ezhilnting  the  form  and  eonatrnction 
of  such  alteration,  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
its  eonatraction. 

From  the  result  of  their  own  inquiries,  as  well  as 
the  examination  of  the  public  architect,  the  committee 
have  reason  to  believe,  that  a  level  glass  ceiling,  at  the 
foot  of  tbe  dome,  resting  on  the  Ktooe  entabtalare 
over  tbe  oolamns,  would,  in  a  great  measnre,  prevent 
the  evils  that  are  now  ezperwneed  from  the  expansion 
of  the  vince  and  the  reverberation  of  the  sound;  and 
is,  on  every  account,  the  most  digible  alteration  Ibr 
tUs  purpose  of  which  the  room  is  susceptible,  oom- 

e.tible  widi  Uie  preservation  of  the  proportions  of  the 
all  and  the  use  of  the  galtety,  and  least  injurioas  to 
the  beauty  of  its  appearance. 

But,  although  the  committee  have  no  doubt  that  the 
alteivtioa  suggested  may  be  so  coostrncted  as  to  be 
perfectly  secure,  and  might  oontribate  to  improve  tbe 
facility  of  speaking  and  bearing  in  tbe  Hall  of  the 
House  of  RefwesentativeB.  yet  they  think  it  qnestion- 
aMe  whether  the  altoiation  is  Muolntely  necessary, 
and  wheUier  the  disadvantages  incident  to  it  would 
not  eoonterbalance  the  benefits  to  be  derived  irom  it. 

Independently  of  tbe  objection  arising  from  tbe  ex- 
pense, in  the  present  sUte  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  ob- 
jectionable on  other  accounts;  it  would  lessen  the 
drcnlation  of  the  air  in  the  room,  and  render  it  soon< 


er  liable  to  become  impme ;  would  obstiuct  the  view 
of  tbe  dome,  and  impair  tiie  beauty  of  the  Hall. 

Experience  proves  that  tbe  members  speak  with 
mote  ease,  and  bear  more  readily,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, than  they  did  during  tbe  last  The  difference, 
it  is  believed,  is  in  a  great  measnre  to  be  ascribed  to 
the '  drying  of  the  walls,  and  there  can  be  bat  littte 
doubt  but  that  farther  improvement  may  be  expected 
from  tbe  same  canse. 

The  centre  building  of  the  Captlol  does  not  furnish 
a  suitable  Hall  for  tbe  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. Tbe  only  room  that  would  admit  them 
is  the  one  deatined  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  and 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  eommittee,  is  not  ealeuli^ 
ted  for  tbelr  eonvenknt  aeeommodatlon,  or  die  ad- 
mission of  spectators. 

The  eommittee  are  indnead  to  believe  that,  by  ear- 
petjng  the  gallery,  to  prevent  the  noise  which  arises 
from  moving  from  one  place  to  another,  and  by  strict 
order  in  the  House,  business  may  now  be  done  with 
tolerable  facility,  and  a  few  years'  experience  will  as- 
certain the  full  effect  of  the  drying  of  tbe  vralls. 

Tbe  committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  carpeting  the  gallery ;  and, 
that  any  further  alteration  in  the  Hall  should  await 
tbe  result  of  further  experience.  They  submit  the 
following  resolution,  viz : 

Raolved,  That  a  sum  of  money  be  added  to  the 
8ppro|Kiationa  for  tbe  public  buildings,  for  tbe  present 
year,  for  tbe  purpose  of  carpeting  the  galleiy  of  the 
House  of  RepresentiUives. 

Tbe  report  was  read,  and  committed. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

The  House,  then,  on  the  motion  of  Ms.  Bab- 
BOUR,  proceeded  to  consider  the  "bill  in  addition 
to  the  several  acts  making  provision  for  catain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of 
tbe  United  States  in  tbe  Rerolntionary  war." 

This  bill  was  discussed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  3d  instant,  and,  having  been  re- 
ported to  the  House,  Mr.  Hasdin  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  addiug  thereto  the  following  sections: 

8x0.  2.  And  he  it  furtktr  enaettd.  That  no  pen- 
sioner under  the  aforesaid  acts  shall  be  stricken  mm 
the  rolls,  who,  upon  giving  in  the  schedule  of  his  prop- 
erty as  is  therein  directed,  shall  be  worth  less,  after  de> 
ducting  his  debts,  than  dollsrs. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  /urtker  enacted.  That  every  pen- 
sioner who  bos,  under  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1830, 
been  stricken  ftom  the  pension  roll,  shall  be  ^aeed 
Bgain  on  the  pension  roll,  if  application  shall  be  made 
by  him,  if,  upon  examining  his  schedule,  he  is  worth 
less  than  doUais. 

The  question  was  on  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment; and  on  this  question,  as  well  as  on  the  bill 
itself,  incidentally,  much  debate  again  took  jdac^ 
Messrs.  Hardin  and  Gaoss,  of  New  York,  advi^ 
eating  the  amendment,  and  Messrs.  Babboub, 
Robertson,  Tomuhson,  and  Brown,  opposing 
it    Tbe  debate  had  continued  some  time,  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbodr,  (who  in  calliog  it 
up  had  no  idea  of  interfering  materially  in  the 
progress  of  the  other  business  beftMre  the  Hons^) 
tbe  bill  and  amendment  were  again  laid  on  Um 
table. 
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REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Storrs  submitted  to  the  House  a  number 
of  remarks  to  show  the  inexpediency  of  abolishing 
the  existing  provisions  for  the  inspection  of  the 
army,  and  of  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  bill  for 
(me  assistant  inspector,  and  concluded  his  remarks 
with  a  motion  to  strike  out  die  clause  providing 
"  an  assistant  inspector  ^nenl,"  with  a  riew  m 
moving  alWwanu  to  insert  a  provision  for  one 
inmeetor  general. 

Tbe  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wil- 
UAHB  of  North  Carolina,  Foot,  and  Coceb;  and 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  Btorbs,  Qnoss  of  New 
York,  Robsbtboh^Smitb  of  Manrltnd,  and  Min- 
cxfi.  The  debate  cimtinned  until  near  4  o'clock ; 
'When, 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  proposed 
•mendinent,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  75,  nays  71. 

Mr.  Stobrs  then  moved  to  insert  a  proriaion 
for  "  one  inspector  general and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to  without  debate — yeas  76,  nays  69. 

Mr.  FoBD  moved  to  amend  Hit  bill  by  striking 
oat  the  provision  £or  one  apothecary  graeral,  con- 
edvisg  that  the  duties  belonging  to  that  office 
night  M  'well  diacha^ed  by  the  surgeon  general, 
and  the  o6SGe  dispensed  vnth,  to  slww  which  he 
oflbred  sevemt  remarks. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Flotd, 
ud  was  ne^tived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Me  BOER  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  Abolishes  the  topographical 
OOips ;  which  motion  was  n^tived  withoat  a  di- 
vinob. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nblson,  of  Virginia,  who 
a4c«d  for  the  opponents  of  the  bill  an  opportunity 
to  ^present  their  views  on  the  subject,  the  House 
•dijoanted. 


Satubdat,  January  20. 

Mr.  Johmbom  laid  before  the  House  certain  reso- 
liitions  of  the  Qenoal  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  instructing  their  Senators  and  request- 
ing Oieir  Representatives  in  Congress  "  to  use  their 
exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law,  permit- 
ting the  purchasers  of  public  lands  at  private  sale 
to  apply  the  instalments  already  paid  to  the  pay- 
inent  in  full  for  such  portion  of  their  purchases  as 
such  instalments  may  be  adequate  to  pay  for  at 
the  [nice  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  to  reunquish 
the  balance  of  their  purchases  to  the  United 
'StalciL"  and  requesting  them  to  present  the  same 
to  the  Beaateand  Home  of  Representatives ;  which 
rgaottttions  were  read,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
Balttee  of  the  Wlurfe  to  which  is  committed  the 
Ull  regulating  thejiaymeatiof  debts  due  from  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  Rbeaj  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning invalid  pensiMiers;  which  vres  read  twice, , 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  die  Whole  on 
Monday  next 


January,  18S1. 


On  laotion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  reviving,  for  a  limited  time,  the  cur- 
rency of  foreign  gold  coins  in  the  United  States, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing  ulsoy  for  a  further  limited  time,  the 
currency  of  French  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces; 
and,  also,  into  the  expediency  of  increasiiur  the 
relative  value  of  the  gold  which  may  hereaitet  be 
coined  at  the  Mint  oftbe  United  States. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  lett^ 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  showing  the  tonnage  oi  vessels  of  the 
United  States  which  entered  from,  and  cleared 
for,  ports  in  France,  together  with  ttte  tonnage  of 
French  vessels  which  entered  the  ports  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  the  ^me,  during  the  years  1816, 
1817, 1816,  and  1819,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  3d  instant;  which 
letter  and  statement  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  then  again  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  for  reducing  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment. 

Mr.  Fuller  delivered  at  large  the  reasons,  gen- 
eral as  well  as  of  detail,  which  induced  him 
to  oppose  the  passage  of  this  bill  in  its  present 
shape. . 

Mr.  ToHLiNsoN,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  bill  now  before  the  House 
has  been  so  ably,  and,  I  may  add,  so  eloquently 
discussed,  by  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  and  that  discossion  has  been  protracted 
to  such  an  extent,  that,  for  prolonging  it,  I  am 
conscious  an  apclOgy  may  be  expectra.  Anxious, 
as  the  House  evidently  is,  to  taVe  the  fiaal  ques- 
tion on  this  bill,  I  rery  rduetantly  occupy-  any 
portion  of  its  time.  But  the  objeetrans  to  the  bill 
under  consideiation,  which  have  been  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Fuu.kr,) 
who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  deserve  a  rnilf, 
and  have  determined  me  to  put  toe  patience  ofthe 
House  to  a  further  trial.  Knowing,  however,  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  CaroUna, 
(Mr.  Lowndes,)  wishes  on  this  day  to  present  to 
the  House  his  views  in  relation  to  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country,  I  shall  not  enter  as  fuUy 
into  the  various  considerations  connected  with  this 
question,  as,  under  different  circumstances,  I  should 
ieel  disposed  to  do. 

My  nonoraUe  friend  from  Massachusetts  alleles 
that  the  bill  under  consideration  ought  not  to  pass, 
because  by  its  prorisiDns  the  corps  of  topographi- 
eal  engdneei^  m  his  opinion  a  necessary  part  of  a 
Peace  BstaMsbment,  will  not  be  retamed  in  the 
service  of  the  country. 

Not  being  a  military  man,  and  making  no  pre* 
tensions  fb  |BBctical  military  science,  I  hare,  for 
the  purpose  of  acting  understandii^rly  on  this  sub- 
ject, adverted  to  "  the  militarr  laws,  and  rules,  aad 
regulations  for  the  army,"  which  a  friend  near  me 
has  put  into  my  hand.  In  this  book  the  duties  of 
the  topographical  engineers,  and  also  those  required 
of  the  engmeers,  are  partictilarly  detailed,  and  it 
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will  be  distinctly  seen  that  those  duties  do  not  es- 
sentially differ  in  time  of  peace.  By  this  military 
code,  wnich  has  been  compiled  under  the  direction 
of  the  Department  of  War.  for  the  government  of 
the  army,  the  topographical  ennneers  are  required 
to  make  such  surveys,  and  euibit  such  delinea- 
tioDs  of  these,  as  the  commaading  General  shall 
direct,  and  make  plans  of  all  military  positions 
which  the  army  may  occupy,  and  of  their  respec- 
tive Ticinities,  mdic^tiDg  the  vatioiu  roads,  rivers, 
creeks,  ravines,  hills,  woods,  and  villages,  to  be 
found  therein. 

From  the  same  authority  I  learn  that  the  duties 
assigned  to  "  the  corps  of  engineers,  comprise  the 
'  direction  of  fortifications,  military  reconnoiter- 
'  ings,  emiffacing  surveys  and  exammations  of  the 

*  conntry,  and  surveys  of  sites  that  may  be  desig- 
'  noted  for  defence,  with  maps  and  plans  of  the 
'  same.  These  reconnoiterings,  surveys,  maps,  and 

*  plans,  will  be  made,  from  time  to  time,  by  such 
'  engineers  as  may  be  assigned  to  those  duties." 

IVow,  sir,  will  tbe  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  any  other  member  who  may  be  dis- 
posed to  retain  the  topographical  engineers,  as  a 
distinct  department,  designate  the  exclusive  duties 
of  that  corps?  Tliey  seem  not  to  differ  even  in 
name  Iram  those  required  to  be  performed  by  the 
corps  of  engineers.  Are  any  duties  assigned  to  the 
former  corps  which  may  not  be  properly  and  effi- 
ciently discharged  by  the  other?  Surveys,  maps, 
and  plans,  are  to  be  made  by  each,  with  the  same 
object,  and  for  the  same  purposes,  and  under  pre- 
ciwy  the  same  r^pilations. 

Will  it  be  pretended  that  the  corps  of  Engineers 
are  not  adequate  to  the  performance  of  these  du- 
ties? If  so,  dismiss  them  from  the  public  service. 
But  their  skill  and  ability  will  not  be  questioned. 
They  are  men  of  experience,  and  practical  military 
science.  Are  they  not,  then,  sufficiently  numerous? 
This  corps  now  consists  of  one  colonel,  one  assist- 
ant engiueer,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  two  majors, 
six  captains^  six  lieutenants,  and  six  second  ueu- 
tenants,  besides  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates.  Surely  the  addition  of  the  topographical 
etlgineers;,  drawitfg  a  considerable  amount  of  com- 
pensation, cannot  be  necessary,  nor  even  expedi- 
ent, in  time  of  peace. 

It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  concealed  that,  in 
a  time  of  war,  cwtain  duties  are  assigned  to  the 
topcurraphical  eng^eers,  which,  by  the  existing 
r^uJatioDs,  are  not  required  of  the  engineers. 
Tnese  are,  "  to  accompany  all  recoonoitenng  par- 

*  ties  sent  ont  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  enemy, 
'  or  of  his  positions,  dec.;  to  make  sketches  of  their 
'  route,  accompanied  by  written  notices  of  every 
'  thing  worthy  of  observation  thereon ;  to  keep  a 
'  jonmal  of  every  day's  movement  when  the  Army 
'  IS  in  march,  noticing  the  varieties  of  ground,  of 
'  buildings,  of  culture,  and  distances,  and  state  of 
<  the  roads  between  given  points,  throughout  the 

*  march  of  the  day ;  and,  lastly,  to  exhibit  the  rel- 

*  ative  positions  of  contending  armies  on  fields  of 

*  battle,  and  the  positions  made,  wheth»  for  at- 

*  tack  or  defence."  But  these  duties  seem  to  me 
more  properly  to  belong  to  the  staff  of  tiie  acting 
ConuoaDaer-in-Chief  m  the  Army,  and  some  m 
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them  might  be  performed  even  by  his  private  con- 
fidential secretary,  with  more  utility  to  tbe  service 
than  by  a  distinct  corps.  Indeed,  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  these  duties  were  often  performed 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  person.  Besides, 
should  the  country  unfortunately  be  again  involved 
in  a  war,  those  duties  may  be  easily  transferred  to 
the  corps  of  engineers,  wno,  I  trus^  will  be  found 
to  possess  sufficient  military  science  to  keep  a  jour- 
nal of  Uie  movements  of  the  Army.  I  trust  it  will 
not  be  seriously  contended,  that  a  distinct  and 
separate  corps  must  be  i^eserved  and  paid,  for  the 
purpose  of  performing  services  so  inconsiderable. 

But,  sir.  It  is  farther  objected,  that  the  bill  now 
before  the  House  proposes  to  abolish  the  office  of 
adjutant  and  inspector  general.  Whatever  may 
be  the  importance  of  sucn  a  "  department,"  it  has 
not  the  authority  of  long  experience  to  sustain  it. 
I  had  supposed  that  the  duties  of  an  adjutant  gen- 
eral and  an  inspector  general  were  entirely  dis- 
similar, and  could  not  well  be  discharged  by  the 
same  person. 

The  adjutant  general  is  the  officer  through  whom 
all  orders  from  the  Department  of  War  are  com- 
mimicated  to  the  Army,  and  from  whom  "reports 
'  of  services  performed,  and  returns  intended  to 

*  exhibit  the  strength  of  the  corps^  are  transmitted 
'  to  the  same  department.  To  this  officer  is  com- 
'  mitted  the  direction  of  the  military  correspond- 

*  ence." 

The  inspector  general  is  required  to  be  with  the 
Army.   It  ts  his  duty  to  inspect  the  troops ;  "  to 

*  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  their  arms,  equip- 
'  ments,  and  clothing,  and  of  every  other  circum- 
'  stance  tending  to  snow  the  actual  condition  of 
'  the  troops  so  inspected,"  and  may  be  said  to  ex- 
ercise a  general  superintendence  over  "the police 
of  the  army."  On  this  officer  depends  the  disci- 
pline of  the  army. 

The  bill  under  consideration  contains  a  provi- 
sion that  there  shall  be  an  adjutant  general  and  an 
inspector  general  attached  to  the  Army.  Why, 
then,  continue  the  office  of  adjutant  and  inspector 
general  with  his  clerks?  Why  not  sufier  the  ad- 
jutant general  and  the  inspector  general  to  com- 
municate with  the  War  Department?  What  need 
of  this  interinediate  department?  Sir,  it  is  worse 
than  useless ;  it  is  a  mere  excrescence ;  its  contin- 
uance would  materially  affect  the  symmetry  of  the 
establishment  proposed  by  the  present  bill,  and  in 
my  judgment  U  ought  to  cease. 

But  the  geutieuan  from  Massachusetts  has 
thought  proper  to  bring  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  the  cnaracter  and  qualifications  of  the  offi- 
cer who  now  holds  the  station  of  adjutant  and  in- 
spector general,  and  to  say  that,  it  he  were.not 
('actually  engaged  on  the  lines  during  the  late  war, 
it  was  becatise  his  repeated  requests  to  be  so.  em- 
ployed were  denied."  Sir,  with  the  characto'  of 
that  officer,  or  any  other  in  the  Army,  I  have  noth- 
ing to  do  on  the  present  occasion.  The  officers 
and  men  of  our  Army,  during  the  late  war,  distin- 
giiished  themselves  ny  their  valor,  and  both  de- 
served and  received  the  almost  imqualified  .fip- 
plause  of  a  gratefulcountty.  But  I  wiU  not  detract 
from  the  glory  which  they  acquired  in  that  even^ 
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ful  aDd  victorious  contest,  by  admitting,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  they  were  iDfiuenced  by  any  but  the 
most  hoDorable  coDsiderations.  I  trust  they  joined 
the  Army  to  defend,  not  to  become  a  burden  to 
their  country. 

The  genueman  from  Massachusetts  will  not 
claim  that  they  were  mercenaries.  If  their  patriot- 
ism impelled  them  to  the  field,  can  it  be  supposed 
that,  disregarding  the  example  of  their  preaeces- 
sors  of  the  Rerolution,  they  will  reluctantly  quit 
the  profession  of  armsj  and  resume  the  pursuits  of 
private  life,  when  their  country  no  longer  needs 
their  services?  A  contrary  supposition  would,  in 
my  judgment,  tarnish  the  glory  which  they  have 
so  bravdy  won.  Sir,  the  man  who  wishes  to  hold 
a  sinecure  in  this  Government  is  unworthy  of  its 
confidence. 

But,  sir,  I  do  protest  against  this  mode  of  legis- 
lating. I  will  not  suffer  myself,  in  forming  an 
opinion  upon  this  question,  to  inquire  how  it  may 
anect  particular  individuals — who  may  be  retained 
and  who  dischai^ed?  The  sole  inquiry  I  feel  dis- 
posed to  make  is,  what  does  the  good  of  this  nation 
require  1  Having  ascertained  that  the  demands  of 
inairidaal  jfrienduiip  must  yield  to  that  considera- 
tion whieh^  in  legislating,  is  paramount  to  all 
bthors,  the  interest  of  my  eountiy. 

If  the  considerations  which  luve  been  su^sted 
by  the  gentleman  fiomMassachusetts  were  to  gov- 
ern, you  could  never  dbband  an  army.  The  iorce 
found  necessary  in  war,  must  be  retained  in  peace. 
But  on  the  termination  of  the  late  vnir,  with  the 
flattering  prospect  which  then  cheered  the  country 
as  to  its  accruing  revenue,  the  Army  was  reduced 
to  ten  thousand  men.  Tne  nation  could  not,  or 
would  not  retain  in  service  a  larger  number.  The 
revenue  was  deemed  inadequate  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  a  greater  force,  and  the  dischai^ge  of  the 
other  necessary  expenditures  of  the  nation. 

The  question  now  to  be  settled  is,  whether  this 
Army  snail  be  further  reduced  to  six  thousand 
men?  It  is  a  question  as  to  the  maximum  of  mil- 
itary force  which  this  nation  ousht  to  maintain  in 
time  of  peace.  In  deciding  it  there  is  an  obvious 
propriety,  not  to  say  necessity,  of  adverting  to  the 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  coimtry :  it  being  an 
axiom  in  this  Government,  which  I  hope  never  to 
see  controverted,  that  our  permanent  expenditures 
are  not  to  exceed  our  permanent  revenue.  The 
examination  which  I  have  been  able  to  give  this 
subject,  has  resulted  in  the  settled  conclusion  that 
neither  the  present  condition  of  this  country,  nor 
that  which  may  be  reasonably  anticipated,  for 
years  to  come,  will  be  found  adequate  to  the  main- 
tenance of  our  present  Military  Establishment,  and 
the  discharge  of  the  other  authorized  and  necessary 
expenses  of  the  nation.  This  being  granted,  wiU 
any  gentleman  venture  to  pronounce  the  proposed 
reauction  of  our  military  force  inexpedient  7 

What,  then,  sir,  is  the  amount  of  the  revenue 
which  may  be  expected  to  accrue  during  the  year 
1821,  and  what  will  be  the  condition  of  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  termination  of  the  current  year,  if  all 
the  present  objects  of  expenditure  be  continued? 
I  choose  to  confine  this  examination  to  the  reve- 
nue which  may  be  expected  to  accrue  during  the 


present  year,  helieving  that  it  will  afford  a  fair 
sample  of  that  which  may  accrue  in  subsequent 

years. 

In  drawing  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
interesting,  and,  I  may  add,  intricate  and  difficult 
subject,  I  do  not  propose  to  examine  the  various 
calculations  which  honorable  members  have  al- 
ready submitted  to  your  consideration,  no  two  of 
which  produce  the  same  result;  all  admitting, 
however,  that,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1821,  the 
balance  against  the  Treasury  will  amount  to  seve- 
ral millions.  Indeed,  no  gentleman  seems  dia- 
pered to  pronounce,  with  much  confidence,  wluit 
is  now  the  situation  of  the  Treasury,  much  less 
what  it  will  be  at  the  close  of  the  current  year. 

Laying  aside  all  the  calculations  of  honorable 
gentlemen  in  relation  to  this  siubject^  I  resort  for 
mformation  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  exhibiting  the  state  of  the  nuances. 
This  is  the  official  statement  on  which  alone  this 
House  will  venture  to  act.  I  shall,  therefore,  dis- 
card all  the  ingenious,  and  probably  fallacious  cal- 
culations of  gentlemen,  and  consider  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  current  year  as  correctly  exhibited  in 
the  official  document  to  which  I  have  referred, 
taking  the  balance  which  will  be  against  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  1st  January,  1832,  as  estimated  in  the 
supplementary  report  from  that  department,  as  ac- 
curately stated  upon  the  hypothesis,  that  the  re- 
ceipts into  the  Trrasury  will  equal  the  estimate  by 
that  department.  In  that  report  we  are  informed 
that  the  estimated  balance  against  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1822,  will  be  $5,158,483. 
But  if  from  this  sum  there  be  deducted  $500,000 
of  the  sum  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Navy,  which  sum  will  not  be  wanted 
during  the  year  1821,  the  actual  balance  against 
the  Treasury  on  that  day  will  be  $4,658  483. 
With  respect  to  this  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  the 
report  distinctly  so  states.  But  it  will  not  be  for- 
gotten that  this  balance  will  depend  entirely  upon 
the  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the 
present  year,  and  must,  of  necessity,  fluctuate  wldt 
those  receipts. 

The  official  report  from  the  Treasury  estimates 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1821, 
at  $16,550,000 


'  This  sum  is  estimated  to  accrue  from 

customs  $14,000,000 

I  Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 
'    stock  ------ 

i  Arrears  of  internal  duties  and  direct 


tax,  and  incidental  receipts  - 
Third  instalment  from  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States 
And  from  bank  dividends,  which 
may  accrue  during  the  year,  esti- 
mated at  five  per  cent. 


1,600,000 
100,000 
500,000 


3S0jK0 


Making  the  aggregate  of    -  $16^)0,000 

Now,  sir,  it  is  obvious,  that  if  the  receipts  shall 
fall  short  of  this  estimat^  the  estimated  Mtlanee 
against  the  Treasury  will  be  pcoportionaUy  in- 
creased.  Although  that  dimiuution  may  not  be 
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felt  to  its  fall  extent  in  the  current  year,  yet  it  wilt 
materially  affect  the  revenue  which  may  become 
arailable  in  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  year  1822. 
Hence  the  importance  of  inquiring  what  amount 
of  reTCDue  may  be  expected  to  arise  from  customs 
during  the  jiresent  year  J  For  the  sake  of  brevity, 
I  cDDfine  this  iaqoiry  to  a  single  year.  The  sub- 
jeot  ia  liaUeto  BO  iiuuiycoiitii^;encies,  that  no  one 
will  hazard  a  precise  calculation  upon  it.  But 
from  the  reflection  which  I  have  beea  able  to  be- 
stow on  this  sulject,  I  hare  formed  the  conclusion 
that  the  official  estimate  is  much  too  high. 

What,  sir,  is  the  situation  of  your  commerce, 
from  which  this  part  of  your  revenue  is  to  accrue? 
The  prospect  is  appallins,  but  you  must  took  at  it. 
With  the  West  India  isuuds,  that  trade  which  in 
former  times  was  so  lucrative  to  the  merchants 
engaged  in  it,  and  contributed  so  largely  to  the 
revenue,  is  very  greatly  diminished.  The  reduced 
price  of  the  produce  of  this  country  in  those 
islands,  and  the  high  duties  on  the  return  cargo, 
combined  with  the  existing  regulations,  or  rather 
restrictions,  of  a  portion  of  that  trade,  forbid  the 
hope  that  the  revenue  arising  from  this  source  du- 
ring the  current  year,  will  equal  that  of  former 
yean  of  peace. 

The  imwHtations  from  the  East  Indies,  it  is  be- 
liered,  wiU  decline.  Already  the  coarse  cottons 
of  India^  which  have  contriboted  largely  to  the 
reroiQe  in  former  times,  hare  given  ^ace  to  the 
manu&ctures  of  our  own  country,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  our  existing  tarifl'}  and  U  may  be  reason- 
ably apprehended  that  our  trade  to  that  quarter  of 
the  world  will  be  still  further  diminished  bjr  causes 
which  I  will  not  detain  the  House  to  detail. 

If  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  we  shall  discern  nothing  to  justify  the 
opinion  that  our  commerce  has  there  experienced 
its  greatest  depression.  With  France,  our  trade 
is  suspended,  I  had  almost  said  annihilated,  by  the 
eoontervatling  system  to  which  each  nation  has 
deemed  it  proper  to  resort  The  tonnage  duty 
suicha^^  upon  American  vesMla  arriving  in 
French  ports,  hv  the  ordmaoee  of  July  last,  has 
instantly  efiectra  that  which  the  commocial  regur 
lations  of  France  have  for  years  tended  gradually 
to  produce,  the  entire  exclusion  of  Ameneaa  ves- 
sels from  French  ports. 

The  discriminating  duty  imposed  by  the  act  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  on  French  vesacds 
arriving  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  equal  to 
the  charges  then  collected  from  American  vessels 
in  Frencn  ports,  with  the  declared  intention  to 
procure  that  just  reciprocity  in  the  commercial 
regulations  of  the  two  countries,  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  offer  to  all  nations,  and  desire  to  make 
the  basis  of  their  commercial  intercourse,  has  di- 
verted French  ships  from  our  ports.  We  have 
been  officially  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  that  already  several  French  vessels  are 
hovering  upon  our  SouUiem  border,  with  large 
cargoes,  for  no  other  conceivable  purpose  but  to 
smnggle  those  cargoes  into  the  United  States. 
Welwve  it  £rom  me  same  authority,  that  more 
are  expected  diordy  to  arrive  in  the  same  qinrter. 
The  design  is  appumt  It  will  probably  be  de- 
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feated  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment; bat  it  is  most  evident  that  the  revenue 
which  will  accrue  during  the  present  year,  from 
French  commerce,  must  be  very  inconsiderable. 

With  Great  Britain  and  the  continental  nations 
of  the  north  of  Europe  our  trade  is  still  open,  and 
placed  upon  a  fair  and  reciprocal  basis.  But  it  is 
much  eircaniscribed  by  the  present  condition  of 
those  Powers.  At  peace  with  each  other,  and 
with  us,  it  is  evidently  not  only  the  iutemt  but 
the  determination  of  those  Powers  to  resuscitate 
their  own  commerce,  and  to  direct  it  in  the  natu- 
ral channel,  in  whicn  it  flowed  previous  to  its  di- 
version to  our  shores,  which  commenced  in  1790, 
and  continued  with  partial  interruptions  to  1812. 
During  that  period  we  enjoyed  the  carrying  trade, 
so  immensely  profitable  to  us, and  under  the  influ- 
.  ence  of  which  this  country  increased  in  wealth 
and  population,  with  a  rapidity  unprecedented. 
But  the  causes  which  made  us  the  carriers  of  Eu- 
rope have  ceased,  and  with  them  has  ceased  this 
source  of  profit. 

But  it  has  been  said  that,  notwithstanding  we 
have  lost  the  carrying  trade,  we  shall  continue  to 
import  for  our  own  eonsumptioo  the  manufac- 
tures and  produce  of  other  countries,  and  thus  the 
revenue  will  be  sustained.  Sir,  he  not  deceived. 
This  expectation  will  not  be  realized.  This  coun- 
try will  not  import  foreign  goods  to  an  extent 
equal  to  former  years.  Our  exports  will  not  ena- 
ble us  to  do  it.  The  value  of  our  exports  having 
been  diminished  by  the  production  of  the  same 
articles  in  other  countries,  it  seems  to  me  a  neces- 
sary, an  inevitable  consequence,  that  our  imports 
will  be  equally  diminished.  That  our  imports 
will  be  restrained  by  our  exports  is  clear,  unless 
the  people  of  this  country  shall  become  so  infatu- 
ated as  to  consent  to  contract  a  debt  to  foreign  na- 
tions for  articles  which  may  be  produced  by  their 
own  industry.  While  the  enormous  debt  which 
was  contracted  by  the  excessive  importations  of 
former  years  is  stul  unpaid  and  modncing  wide* 
spread  embairassment.  it  is  to  be  noped  that  even 
common  prudence  will  restrain  ns  from  enlarging 
that  debt.  Shoidd  the  individual  embarrassments, 
to  which  our  extravagance,  as  a  people,  has  sub- 
jected OS,  result  in  toe  successful  cultivation  of 
our  own  resources,  our  condition  may  be  amelio- 
rated. But,  to  continue  our  imports  by  contract- 
ing new  debts  abroad,  or  at  our  own  banks,  would 
be  madness.  And,  sir,  I  must  confess  1  am  not 
much  dissatisfied  to  find  that  we  have  not  the 
firmness  to  resist  the  progress  of  extravagance  in 
this  country.  The'  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
stern  necessity  will  bring  us  back  to  the  simplicity 
of  former  days,  and  compel  us  to  rely  upon  our 
own  energies. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Sergrant,)  who  sits  near  me,  and 
with  whom  I  usually  take  jdeasure  in  acting,  has 
ti^d  us  that  the  two  last  have  been  "  had  years," 
and  tiiat  "  we  may  hope  for  better  times."  But 
that  gentleman  has  failed  to  show  us  any  ground 
to  justify  this  hope.  He  tells  us  that  commerce  is 
indeed  depressed ;  that  it  languishes;  that  our  ex- 
ports are  diminished ;  but  uiat  we  may  expect  a 
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"  reaction."  Trust  not,  sir,  to  a  reaction.  Under 
giren  circumstances^  it  is  true,  action  and  reaction 
are  equal ;  but  let  it  be  remembered  that  where 
there  is  no  resistance  there  will  be  no  reaction. 
Your  commnce  has  gradualljr  declined  since  the 
general  peace  in  Europe;  and  what  is  there,  I 
ask,  to  prevent  its  further  dej^ression  1  Will  "  re- 
action" give  you  the  carrying  trade,  which  has 
afforded  a  clear  profit  of  30,000,000  annually? 
Will  it  bring  your  productions  into  competition 
with  those  of  the  same  character  in  the  countries 
where  they  are  raised  with  less  expense  1  Will  it 
prevent  the  efforts  of  foreign  nations  to  supply 
their  own  wants  from  theit  own  resources? 

I  come  then  to  the  conclusion  that  the  revenue 
which  will  accrue  from  the  customs,  during  the 
year  1821,  will  not  equal  the  estimate  of  the  Trea- 
sury. And,  sir,  in  my  judgmeat  there  is  no  good 
reason  to  expect  that  it  wiU  exceed  $13,000,000. 

Besides  we  have  been  informed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  of  the  bonds  outstanding,  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1820,  $3,130,000  are  in  suit ; 
of  whichabout  $1,250,000,  wiUnot  becoUectedon 
Rcconnt  of  the  insolvency  of  the  debtors.  Now 
what  guarantee  have  we,  that  from  the  same  caose 
an  equal  amount  will  not  be  lost  during  the  cur- 
rent year  ?  Is  it  not  now  as  difficult  for  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  to  ascertain  the  solvency  of 
those  who  may  be  entitled  to  a  credit  for  duties,  as 
it  was  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember last  7  If  then  the  losses  "  on  account  of 
the  insolvency  of  the  debtors,"  during  the  current 

I ear,  be  estimated  at  only  one-half  of  that  of  the 
ast  year,  a  further  deduction  of  $625,000,  must 
be  maide  tram  this  portion  of  our  revenue;  giving 
an  unavailable  amount  of  $12,375,000. 

The  revenue  which  is  estimated  to  arise  from 
the  "public  land  exclusive  of  Mississippi  stock," 
which,  in  the  report  heretofore  referred  to,  is  stated 
at  ^1,600^000  next  presents  itself  for  our  conside- 
ration. This  sum  It  is  exiKcted  will  be  received 
from  persoiis  who  are  now  indebted  for  lands  here- 
tofore purchased ;  and  from  the  sales  to  be  made 
under  the  law  of  Congress  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, providing  "that  credit  shall  not  be  allowed, 
for  the  purchase  money  on  the  sale  of  any  of  the 

flublic  lands."  On  this  subject  my  information  is 
imited,  not  being  particularly  acquainted  with 
that  section  of  the  Union  from  which  thi$  portion 
of  the  revenue  is  to  be  drawn ;  but  certam  facts 
have  Wn  communicated  to  this  Houso  whjch 
seem  to  justify  ihe  conclusion  that  the  available 
amount  of  receipts  from  this  source  will  fall  con- 
*  sidorably  below  that  at  which  they  have  been  esti- 
mated. Although  the  amount  due  for  the  public 
land  is  enormous,  exceeding  $20,000,000,  yet  U^e 
debtors  tell  you  they  cannot  w  iL  Your  table 
has  been  loaded  with  memorials,  not  only  from 
iDdividnals,  but  from  the  Legislatures  of  several 
States,  praying  that  further  time  may  be  allowed 
for  the  payment  of  the  loan.  If,  sir,  the  people  of 
the  West  cannot  pay  the  debt  already  contracted 
for  the  public  lands,  can  it  be  supposed  that  any 
considerable  quantity  will  be  sold  for  cash  ?  Un- 
less some  measures  snail  be  adopted  to  relieve  those 
who  are  indebted  for  public  lands,  there  i^  in  my 


apprehensifKi,  no  jKood  reason  to  believe  that  Uie 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  this  soureeduring 
the  year  1821,  will  exceed  $1,000,000. 

If  then  it  be  admitted  that  "  the  bahk  dividendB 
which  may  accrue  during  the  year"  will  amaimt 
to  the  sum  of  $350^000,  which  is  by  no  meaos  cer- 
tain, it  may  be  estimated  that  the  revenue  aoran- 
ing  in  the  year  1821  will  not  exceed  $14,325,000. 
If  this  calculation  be  correct,  and  no  dimimition 
of  the  public  expraiditurea  take  place,  the  balance 
against  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1822,  will  exceed  that  which  has  been  estimated 
at  the  Treasury,  and  will  probably  not  be  much 
less  than  ^7,000,000. 

Now,  sir,  I  readily  admit  that  this  calculatiou 
depends  upon  contingent  events,  the  effect  of  which 
it  is  impossible  to  determine,  and  which  may  occa- 
sion a  very  great  fluctuaUon  in  our  receipts.  But 
we  are  m  ~ 
Secretary 

"  be  maae  lor  raising  m«c  su«u  u>  o  •  >^^w\wvy  ui 
of  the  funds  which  it  is  estimated  will  be  received 
into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1821-" 

With  this  appalling  financial  pronwct  beforens, 
I  anxiously  aslc,  what  is  to  be  done?  And  I  trust 
the  people  of  this  country  will,  with  not  less  anx- 
iety, respond  the  inquiry. 

Sir,  you  must  eimer  boldly  meet  the  crisis  and 
supply  this  deficiency,  which,  for  aught  I  can  sec, 
must  be  as  great  in  iuture  years,  by  resorting  to  a 
permanent  system  of  internal  and  direct  taxation, 
or  to  perpetual  loans;  or,  by  a  judicious  and 
thorough  retrenchment,  you  must  bring  your  ex- 
penditures within  your  inconu. 

WiU  you,  I  ask,  impose  a  land  tax,  in  time  of 
profbimd  peace  ? 

Should  you.  the  people  cannot  pay  iu  The  pro- 
duce of  the  tarrner  is  depressed  to  apiioe  muac- 
ampled  since  the  formation  of  this  Goremmmt. 
The  distress  of  the  country  is  universal-  If  1  have 
been  correctly  informed — and  I  have  my  infonna- 
tioo  from  sources  entitled  to  the  hiffhest  crediU- 
there  are  farmos  iu  this  country,  wno  have  here- 
tofore lived  in  affluence,  that  cannot  command  ten 
dollars  in  cash,  while  many  of  them  are  deeply  in 
debt,  and  are  compelled  to  witness  the  t>aerinoe  of 
the  earnings  of  "better  times,"  to  satisfy  debts 
which  they,  have  contracted  at  the  banks  in  those 
times.  This,  1  admit,  is  an  tmpleasant  picture, 
bat  it  is  no  fiction.  I  wish  it  were. 

But,  sir, ,  you  will  not  impose  internal  taxes. 
The  voice  oi  the  nation  is  opposed  to  this  conrs^ 
and  you  must  and  will  listen  to  it. 

Will  you,  then,  resort  to  loans  1.  Sir,  I  bone  the 
long  exploded  doetrtne,  that a  national  is  a 
national  blessing,"  is  not  now  to  he  rerived.  1, 
for  on^  cannot  consent  to  tnnraait  that  inheiituee 
which  was  achieved  by  the  wisdom  and  valcHr  of 
our  predecessors  to  posterity  encumbered  with  the 
expense  of  our  improvidence.  I  have  hoped  to 
see  the  day  when  this  nation  shall,  by  a  steady 
and  penevering  course  of  economy,  and_  a  ligid 
application  of  ite  means  to  useful  ends,  present  the 
solitary  and  cheering  spectacle  of  a  nation  free  of 
debL  Although  thepublic  debt  is  now  $30^*000 
more  than  it  was  when  the  operations  of  this  Qov- 
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enuneat  commenced,  I  will  not  yet  relioguisb  this 
hope. 

But,  should  Congress  nowresort  to  loans  in  pre- 
ference toreliering  the  Treasury  hy  a  general  re- 
trenchment of  our  expenditures,  I  should  indeed 
despair. 

It  is  said  that  a  loan  may  be  taken  on  terms 
favorable  to  the  Goremment.  I  admit  it.  There 
is  no  difficulty  in  procuring  the  money.  You 
need  but  authorize  a  loan,  and  foreign  capital  will 
fill  it  The  rate  of  interest  which  is  here  given 
will  draw  capital  from  abroad.  But,  be  it  remem- 
bered, that,  by  the  use  of  a  foreign  capital,  the  na- 
tion becomes  in  a  measure  tributary  to  foreigners. 

The  principal  must  nltimatdy  be  nfunded,  and 
the  interest  paid  quarterly.  Already,  sir,  as  we 
have  been  told  by  au  official  report  from  the  Trea- 
saiy,  above  $25,000,000  of  our  national  debt  is  due 
to  lore^ners,  the  annual  interest  of  which,  at  six 
per  cent,,  is  one  million  fire  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Shall  we,  sir,  increase  this  monstrous  tribute 
by  additional  loans'?  If  you  value  your  indepen- 
dence, your  liberty ;  nay,  your  existence  as  a  na- 
tion, I  warn  you  to  alKtain.  Profit  by  the  exam- 
ples of  other  nations  who  are  sinking  under  the 
weight  of  their  augmented  debts.  Practise  upon 
the  maxim,  that  money  is  power;  pay  your  na- 
tional debt ;  and  with  a  full  Treasury,  you  will  be 
prepared  for  any  emergency. 

There  is  then,  sir,  but  one  course  left,  and  that 
is,  to  adopt  a  judicious  and  prudent^  but  thorough 
system  of  retrenchment  This  nauon  must  pur- 
sue that  course^hich  every  wise  and  considerate 
man,  who  had  maintained  a  s^endid  estaUish- 
ment,  would  adopt  on  finding  bis  income  dimin- 
ished, I  0  which  many  individuals  in  this  nation 
have  already  given  their  practical  sanction;  it 
must  reduce  those  establishments  which  are  not 
absolutely  necessary.  Sir,  would  a  wise  and  pru- 
dent individual,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  a 
coach  and  four,  on  finding  bis  income  inadequate 
to  his  expenditures,  borrow  money  to  meet  those 
expenditures  ?  No,  sir,  he  would  take  ofi*  a  pair, 
and  then  another,  and  dispose  of  bis  coach,  and 
take  a  gig,  and  even  travel  on  horseback,  if  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  conform  his  establishment  to  his 
income.^  He  would  piit  an  end  to  every  expendi- 
ture which  should  not  be  indispensably  necessary, 
notwithstanding  it  might  contribute  to  his  conve- 
nience. Splendor  would  be  laid  aside,  and  plain 
simplicity  take  its  place.  The  legitimate  and  ne- 
cessary effect  of  a  contruy  course  would  be  indi- 
Tidual  ruin.  And  can  a  nation,  porsuing  that 
course  which  would  ruin  an  individual,  expect  to 
escape  national  destruction? 

In  my  judgment  nothing  but  a  thorough  and 
persevering  system  of  economy  and  retrencnment 
will  preserve  the  useful  institutions  of  this  nation. 
Unless  some  of  our  superfluous  establishments  be 
curtailed,  and  the  Treasury  thereby  relieved,  there 
is  great  danger  that  we  may  be  ultimately  com- 
pelled to  prostrate  those  whicn  are  of  vital  impor- 
tance, and  that  here  a  "reaction"  will  produce  an 
unfortunate  effect.  But  it  has  been  asxed,  where 
will  you  begin  this  work  of  retrenchment  7  By 
the  luU  on  your  table  our  attention  is  directly 
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drawn  to  the  Army.  This  bill  proposes  to  reduce 
your  Army  from  ten  to  six  thousand  men|  retain- 
ing the  number  of  officer^  requisite  to  command 
that  force.  And  can  gentlemen  point  me  to  a 
more  fit  object  of  retrenchment  in  time  of  peacel 
It  has  indeed  been  urged,  that  this  force  will  not 
be  adequate  to  meet  the  emergency  of  an  unex- 
pected war.  This  I  will  not  deny,  if  we  are  to 
rely  solely  upon  an  army  to  repel  invasion ;  nor 
would  50,000  men  be  adequate  to  that  object,  un- 
aided by  any  other  force.  But  I  do  deny  that  it  is, 
or  ever  has  been,  the  policy  of  this  nation  to  main- 
tain a  large  standing  army  in  time  of  peace. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gives  to 
Confess  the  ^wer  "  to  provide  for  organizing, 
arming,  and  disciidining  the  militia."  For  what 
purpose?  "To  repel  invasions."  Sir,  the  militia 
are  the  Constitutional  defence  of  this  country  in 
time  of  peace,  and  in  the  onset  of  war,  until  regu- 
lars can  be  raised.  In  the  language  of  the  first 
President  of  the  United  States,  they  are  "  the 
army  of  the  Constitution."  The  framers  of  that 
instrument,  deeply  impressed  as  they  were  with  a 
sense  of  the  manifold  evils  arising  from  a  lai^e 
standing  army,  manifestly  intended  that  the  militia 
should  De  looked  to  as  the  legitimate  and  princi- 
pal defence  of  this  nation  upon  the  land. 

This  great  principle  of  our  Government,  as  to 
national  defence,  has  received  the  repeated  sanc- 
tion of  Washington.  In  his  speech  delivered  to 
Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  sesdon  in  Decem- 
ber^ 1793,  after  aaverting  to  the  necessity  of  pro- 
cnrmg  supplies  of  arms  and  military  stores,  leav- 
ing nothing  to  the  uncertainty  oi  procuring  a 
warlike  apparatus  in  the  moment  of  public  dan- 
ger, he  says,  with  a  force  peculiar  to  himself, 
"Nor  can  such  arrangements,  with  such  object^ 
'  be  exposed  to  the  censure  or  jealousy  of  the 
'  warmest  friends  of  republican  government — 
'  They  are  incapable  of  aonse  in  the  bands  of  the 
'  militia,  who  ought  to  possess  a  pride  in  being  the 
'  depository  of  the  force  of  the  Republic,  and  may 
'  be  trained  to  a  d^ee  of  energy  equal  to  every 
'  military  exigency  of  the  UnitM  States."  This, 
let  it  be  remembered,  is  the  language  of  the  foun- 
der of  American  liberty  and  independence.  Sir, 
when  I  have  such  authority  for  my  opinions,  I 
pronounce  them^  fearless  of  contradiction.  I  rest 
upon  a  basis  which  is  not  easily  shaken. 

Shall  I  hereafker  be  told  that  the  militia  are  not 
to  be  rdied  upon  to  defend  the  country  ?  Sir,  who 
are  the  militia  against  whom  so  much  has  been 
said,  and  who  have  been  pronounced  so  ineffi- 
cient? They  are  the  freemen  of  this  country 
with  arms  in  their  hands;  they  are  a  bend  of  citi- 
zen soldiers,  800,000  strong.  And  vnll  not  they 
defend  the  country  which  contains  all  they  hold 
dear  1  Will  they  "refuse"  to  defend  their  firesides, 
their  wives,  their  children,  and  the  Government  of 
their  choice  ?  Sir,  they  will  present  a  front  of 
steel  to  an  invading  foe ;  a  protection,  in  my  judg- 
ment, much  to  be  preferred  to  the  "  iron  front"  of 
a  standing  army,  so  highly  appreciated  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  A. 
Smyth.) 

This  country  will  probably  be  attacked  by  a 
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foreign  Power,  on  its  maritime  frontier,  aod  on  the 
Lakes  which  divide  the  United  States  from  the 
British  possessions  bordering  on  those  Lakes. 
Will  it  be  pretended  that  an  Army  sach  as  that 
which  we  now  have  is,  or  that  one  vastlr  larger 
will  be,  adequate  to  the  defence  of  our  immensely 
extended  frontier'? 

Sir,  the  natural,  the  cheapest,  and  the  most 
effectual  defence  of  the  maritime  frontier  of  this 
country,  as  well  that  bordering  upon  the  Atlan- 
tic ocean,  as  the  Lakes,  is  the  Navy.  Experience 
has  fully  demonstrated  the  truth  of  this  proposi- 
tion. With  a  few  ships-of-the-line,  and  a  proper 
proportion  of  frigates^  moving,  as  they  can  so 
easUy  do,  as  the  position  of  an  invading  enemy 
may  be  changed,  and  combining  the  aid  of  the 
milttia  of  that  portion  of  the  country  immedi- 
alelr  threatened  with  an  invasion,  an  attack  may, 
at  all  times,  be  successfully  repdled.  The  char- 
acter acquired  by  the  Nary  of  this  country,  during 
the  late  war,  is  a  safe  pledge  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pected from  it  on  any  future  emergency.  The 
results  of  the  battles  of  Erie  and  Cnamplain  de- 
cisively determine  its  utility  on  those  inland  seas. 
With  a  knowledge  of  these  results,  do  one,  it  is 
presumed,  will  doubt  the  expediency  of  employing 
this  species  of  force  for  the  protection  of  that 
frontier.  Let,  then,  the  wealth  of  the  nation  be 
directed  to  the  augmentation  of  its  naval  force  to 
an  extent  which  will  afford  that  protection  which 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  object  of  all  military  prep- 
arations. 

I  admit  that  a  limited  military  force  ut>on  the 
land  may  be  usefully  employed,  in  time  of  peace, 
in  overawiuff  the  Indian  tribes  upon  our  mland 
frontier,  in  the  performance  of  garrison  duty,  aod 
in  protecting  and  taking  care  of  the  public  stores 
ana  arms ;  but  for  all  thetie purposes,  tn  my  appre- 
hension, the  force  to  be  retained  by  the  present  bill 
is  entirely  incompetent.  It  will  constitute  the 
nucleus  of  an  army,  to  which  at  any  time,  a  force 
may  be  added,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  war. 

But,  sir,  the  present  situation  of  the  world,  and 
of  our  foreign  relations,  does  not  justify  the  expec- 
tation that  we  shall  be  involved  m  war  for  a  long 
period  to  come.  The  nations  of  Europe  are  re- 
posing in  the  arms  of  peace,  and  although  certain 
movements  are  there  taking  place,  of  deep  import 
to  themselves^  yet  there  is  no  reason  to  appreheDd 
that  this  nation  will  be  materially  afiected  by 
them. 

If  we  may  place  reliance  upon  the  accounts  from 
Spain,  the  long  protracted  diplomatic  war,  in 
wnieh  we  have  heen  engaged  with  the  Spanish 
Qoremment,  has  been  amicably  and  satisfactorily 
terminated.  There  is  no  danger  that  It  will  be 
followed  by  a  war  of  bayonets. 

From  France  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend. 
With  that  Power  we  are  not  likely  to  come  in  col- 
lision. The  commercial  dispute  which  has  unhap- 
pily arisen  between  the  two  countries,  io  conse- 
quence of  what  may  be  deemed  their  municipal 
reflations,  has,  it  is  true,  occasioned  a  suspension 
ot^a  direct  commercial  intercourse,  to  the  mutual 
injury  of  both ;  but  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 
thai  Uiis  matter  is  susceptible  of  such  friendly  ex- 


planations as  will  restore  the  good  understanding 
which  has  heretofore  existed  between  the  two 
!  countries. 

i    But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Cdtbbbrt)  admonished  the  House  that  Rus- 
sia might  assail  us,  she  having  evinced  a  disposi- 
tion to  occupy  the  mouth  of  tbe  Columbia  riva, 
'  and  that  we  may  find  it  necessary  to  resist  such 
j  an  unwarrantable  encroachment  upon  our  territo- 
I  ry  by  an  armed  force.   Sir,  the  gentleman  may 
dismiss  his  fears.   Russia  has  in  view  objects  of 
I  greater  magnitude.   Her  attention  is  directed  to 
I  another  quarter.   Tbe  occupation  of  the  unsettled 
territory  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river  comes 
not  witoin  the  scope  of  her  policy.    She  looks 
with  a  far  more  longing  eye  to  the  Dardanelles. 
Besides,  Russia  has  uniiormly  manifested  the  most 
friendly  disposition  towards  tne  United  States,  and 
it  is  evidently  for  the  mutual  interest  of  the  two 
countries  to  cultivate  that -good  understanding 
which  has  80  long  subsisted  bSween  them. 

With  England  your  relations  appear  to  be  pra^ 
manently  peaceful.  England  will  cautioudy  avoid 
a  war  with  the  United  States.  She  has  too  re- 
\  cently  and  too  severely  felt  the  effects  of  such  a 
'  war.  You  have  taught  her  a  lesson  which  she 
will  not  soon  forget.  The  lapse  of  half  a  century 
will  not  obliterate  from  her  recollection  the  de- 
monstrations of  your  force,  which  she  was  made 
to  feel  during  your  late  contest,  so  eventful  in  its 
progress,  and  in  its  termination  so  honorable  to 
this  nation.  She  may  indulge  a  jealousy  of  the 
rising  power  of  this  nation,  but,  profiting  by  expe- 
rience, she  will  not  strengthen  that  power  by  call- 
ing it  into  action. 

If,  then,  sir,  no  speck  of  war  be  discernible  in  all 
your  political  horizon,  will  gentlemen  contend  that 
the  safety  of  the  country  demands  a  standing  army 
of  ten  thousand  men  ?  If  such  an  army  be  now 
necessary,  will  the  time,  can  it,  ever  arrive  when 
it  will  be  less  so  ?  Should  Congress  now  decide  to 
reject  the  bill  under  consideration  and  to  retain 
the  army  as  at  present  organized,  it  may  be  con- 
sidered OS  finally  settled  that  tois  country  will 
maintain  a  standmg  army  often  thousand  men  as 
a  permament  peace  establishmeDt. 

Sir,  it  is  my  fixed  opinion  that  the  ordinary 
revenue  of  the  United  States  will  not  enable  them 
to  maintain  such  an  army,  with  their  other  estab- 
lishments ;  that  tbe  safety  of  the  country  does  not 
demand  it-  and  that  the  proposed  reduction  of  the 
army  is  consistent  with  sound  policy. 

Sir,  I  will  detain  the  House  a  siof  le  moment  to 
notice  an  observation  which  has  Seen  reiterated 
here,  and  perhaps  elewhere,  that  those  who  soroort 
the  bill  under  consideration,  are  opposing  **the 
whole  course  and  spirit  of  the  present  Admmistia- 
j  tion."    Sir,  this  assertion,  so  iar  as  it  repects  me, 
I  is  unwarrantable.    The  Administration  possesses 
I  my  confidence  and  that  of  the  State  which  I  have 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent.   On  this  point  tJie 
late  election  speaks  a  language  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood,  and  to  the  force  of  which  I  can- 
not add. 

It  has,  too,  been  often  repeated,  and  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  reply  to  the  remark,  that  the  bill  before 
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the  House  is  in  hostility  to  the  recommendatioo  of 
the  Secietary  of  the  Department  of  War,  and  that 
its  adoption  may  be  considered  disrespectful  to 
that  valuable  officer.  Sir,  I  repel  the  charge,  and 
I  improTe  this  occasion  to  say,  that  I  entntain 
the  highest  respect  for  the  distii^aished  gentleman 
who  presides  orer  the  War  Department.  The 
ener^  and  rigid  economy  of  the  system  which  be 
has  introducea  into  that  Department  has  greatly 
diminished  the  expense  of  supporting  the  army. 
The  able  manner  m  which  he  has  discharged  the 
arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  his  station,  enti- 
tle him  to  the  confidence  of  this  nation. 

But  great  as  is  my  respect  for  that  gentleman,  I 
wijt  not  consent  to  make  eren  his  opinions  the 
rule  of  my  own  conduct.  I  act  here  upon  my  own 
respoDsibuity,  and  shall  be  directed  by  Uie  dictates 
of  my  own  judgment.  Being  convinced  that  the 
pasrage  of  the  bill  now  before  the  House  will  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  I  shall  give 
to  it  my  cordial  support. 

When  Mr.  T.  had  concludedT— 

Mr.  Bdbtoii,  of  North  CanJina,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  In  rising  to  address  you,  I  dis- 
claim all  intention  to  throw  censure  upon  any 
person  connected  with  the  Executive  branch  of 
the  Government;  motives  of  that  kind  shall  never 
influence  my  conduct,  while  I  have  the  honor  to 
occupy  B  seat  on  this  floor.  Indeed,  I  should  not 
trouble  the  House  at  all  upon  the  subject  but  for 
the  circumstance  that  I  belong  to  the  committee 
that  reported  this  bill.  This  committee  has  fre- 
quently been  called  upon  for  explanations;  and, 
as  one  of  its  members,  I  feel  it  my  duty  briefly  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  that  infiuence  my  vote 
upon  Uie  question. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  the  gentlemen  who 
have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  through  all  their 
various  statements  and  calculations,  particularly 
on  the  sabject  of  the  Treasurer's  report.  I  am 
not  sufficiently  skilled  in  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try to  throw  much  light  on  the  subject ;  for  even 
those  gentlemen  who  have,  for  years,  turned  their 
attention  that  way,  are  far  from  agreeing  in  their 
results.  It  is  enough  for  my  purpose  to  know  that 
the  Treasury  is  empty ;  that  we  must  either  lay 
taxes,  borrow  money,  or  curtail  our  expenditures. 
As  to  the  first,  for  many  reasons,  which  it  is  not 
necessary  now  to  examine,  the  people  at  this  time 
are  not  in  a  situation  to  pay  taxes.  As  to  the  se- 
cond, it  is  believed,  by  many  judicious  persons, 
that  the  borrowing  of  money  is  only  postponing 
the  evil  which  in  the  end  will  come ;  and  that  it 
will  lay  the  foundation  of  a  large  public  debt 
which  may  ultimately  prove  extremely  oppressive 
to  the  citizens  of  this  country. 

The  third  alternative — retrenchment — appears 
to  meet  the  a|>probation  of  a  large  minority  of  this 
House:  bot^  sir.  when  we  come  to  point  out  the 
particular  items,  what  is  the  result?  If  you  at- 
tempt to  reduce  our  own  pay,  we  are  met  at  the 
throfaold^  and  told  that  membera  of  Congress  are 
worse  paid  than  any  other  persons  in  the  Govern- 
ment. If  you  look  to  the  heads  of  departments 
and  dieir  numerous  clerks,  why,  it  is  with  the 


greatest  difficulty,  and  most  rigid  economy,  that 
they  can  support  themselves  and  families  with 
their  present  salaries.  As  to  the  pension  list,  gtati- 
'tude  and  justice  forbid  that  we  should  lake  from 
the  old  soldier  his  miserable  pittance.  As  to  the 
Navy,  the  pride  of  our  country,  and  which  has 
heaped  upon  us  imperishable  fame,  touch  but  a 
plank  and  we  shall  become  the  prey  of  some  for- 
eign Power;  and,  sir,  to  continue  the  catalogue, 
when  we  come  to  the  Army,  and  are  about  to  ois- 
miss  so  much  of  it  as  we  can  do  without,  we  are 
accused  of  prostrating  essential  establishments, 
and  are  told  that,  when  we  get  to  war,  some  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years  hence,  perhaps  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  moon,  that  we  cannot  again  ex- 
pect to  obtain  the  services  of  these  men.  So  that, 
after  going  the  rounds,  we  find  ourselves  precisely 
where  we  started;  and  we  shall  not  even  have  it 
in  our  power,  on  returning  home,  to  say  to  our 
constituents,  as  was  ideasantly  remarked  by  an 
honorable  gentleman  irom  B^tueky  (Mr.  Clay) 
at  the  last  session — we  have  saved  two  hundred 
dollars  of  the  public  money,  after  spending  thou- 
sands in  debate. 

The  rules  that  apply  to  the  conduct  of  an  indi- 
vidual, are  certainly,  in  some  measure,  applicable 
to  Governments;  and,  to  borrow  a  comparison 
used  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
I  ToMLiNBON,)  it  is  very  easy  for  a  man,  after  rid- 
I  ing  on  horseoack,  or  in  a  gig,  to  persuade  himself 
;  that  n  carriage  would  be  more  comfortable;  and, 
next,  that  four  horses  would  make  it  run  much 
easier ;  immediately  the  two  foremost  horses  be- 
j  come  an  indispensaole  part  of  the  establishment. 
In  this  manner,  sir,  individuals  and  Governments 
go  on  adding  ad  infinitum  to  their  establishments, 
Eelteving  that  every  part  is  essential.  Sir,  if  there 
is  any  thing  proven  by  history  it  is  this,  that  Gov- 
ernments, as  well  as  individuals,  may  commit 
errors ;  and,  whenever  convinced  of  that  fact,  to 
retrace  their  steps  is,  to  my  mind,  the  highest  evi- 
dence of  wisdom  and  magnanimity — to  persist  in 
error,  from  the  fear  of  being  cba^ed  with  vacil- 
lating in  their  conduct,  and  changeable  in  Uieir 
plans,  is  the  reverse. 

To  attempt  to  prove  that  ctandtng  armies  are 
dangerous  to  liberty,  in  time  of  peace,  would  be 
as  unnecessary  as  to  attempt  to  prove  that  the  sun 
has  done  shimng;  but,  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  present  num- 
ber of  our  Army,  nor  even  were  it  much  larger 
than  it  is ;  and  this  is  an  argument,  to  my  mind, 
in  favor  of  reducing  the  Army.  If  fifty  thousand 
men,  connected  with  the  community  by  all  the 
ties  of  relationship,  can  produce  no  impres^uon 
upon  \tj  is  it  not  fair  to  presume  that  these  people 
can  defend  themselves  against  any  foe  that  might 
be  sent  against  them  from  abroad?  Was  not  tnis 
fully  exemplified  in  our  Revolutionary  war?  Great 
Brititin  sent  her  armies  here,  chose  her  own  points 
of  attack;  we  were  then  In  our  infancy,  and  yet, 
notwithstanding  all  these  advantages  on  her  side, 
we  established  our  Independence.  Does  not  this 
show  that  it  is  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  on 
which  we  must  rely  for  defence?  and  that  any 
army,  larger  than  what  is  necessary  to  take  care 
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of  oar  public  property  is  totally  useless,  unless 
employ^  in  foreign  conquest?  aad  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  an  individual  in  this  House,  or  in  the 
nation,  that  would  vote  a  single  dollar  for  pur- 
poses of  that  kind.  Further  to  illustrate  my  idea, 
let  us  recur  to  the  history  of  France.  Republican 
France  was  able  to  withstand  the  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope, because  the  people  were  defending  what  they 
believed  to  be  their  rights.  A  few  years  after, 
when  France  had  added  greatly  to  her  territory, 
and  her  military  feme  had  reached  its  highest 
point — when  her  armies  were  commanded  by  as 
able  generals  as  the  world  ever  produced — when 
every  citizen  was  a  welt  trained  soldier,  and  even 
her  drill  sergeants  were  capable  of  commanding 
armies — we  see  her  Emperor  dethroned  and  sent 
into  banishment,  and  another  individual,  who,  to 
say  the  least,  did  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
the  nation,  seated  on  the  throne. 

Are  we  certain  that  it  is  the  true  policy  of  this 
Government  to  encourage  this  military  spirit  to 
any  great  extent  7  Even  now,  we  find  that  it  is 
with  much  difficultv  that  we  restrain  our  citizens 
from  overrunning  tne  territory  of  our  neighbors. 
Notwithstanding  that  we  have  express  laws,  prohib- 
iting our  citizens  from  taking  up  arms  against  any 
nation  with  whom  we  are  at  peace,  yet  we  have 
seen  Toledo,  Robinson,  and  otheis,  assemble  troops 
and  march  them  into  tne  Spanish  provinces^  and 
at  this  very  time,  a  General  Long,  with  his  ad- 
venturers, are  in  Texas,  in  despite  of  all  law. 

If,  sir,  we  tarn  to  the  history  of  England^  we 
will  find,  that  the  standing  army  of  that  country 
had  hut  a  small  beginning,  and  that  after  each 
successive  war,  some  speck  of  aaother  war  was 
discuvered  in  the  horizon,  or  some  other  phantom 
of  the  brain  was  conjured  up,  by  which  a  consid- 
erable addition  was  made  to  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment;  it  went  on,  like  a  ball  of  snow,  accumu- 
lating at  each  revolution,  until  at  length  it  has 
become  so  ponderous  as  now  literally  it  threatens 
to  crush  to  death  the  honest  yeomanry  of  the 
country. 

The  whelp  of  the  tigress  is  an  inofiensive  ani- 
mal ;  but,  as  it  grows  m  size  and  strength,  it  be- 
comes mischievous  and  dangerous.  Should  we 
keep  up  our  present  Army,  may  it  not,  a  few  years 
hence,  be  found  that  active  employment  is  the 
best  way  to  improve  in  the  military  science  1  And, 
may  this  not  prove  a  temptation  to  foreign  con- 
anest?  To  nse  a  plain  comparison,  would  any 
fanner  of  common  sense  ever  think,  of  giving  a 
considerable  part  of  his  income  to  a  set  of  idle 
fellows  to  watch  his  grounds,  lest,  peradventure, 
some  twenty  years  hence,  rogues  might  break  in 
and  plunder  his  property  7  Surely  not.  Such  a 
man  would  meet  with  derision.  But,  we  are  told, 
we  must  keep  up  the  present  Army  to  preserve 
military  science,  for,  if  we  dismiss  those  now  in 
service,  they  will  not  again  return,  should  they  be 
wanted.  Sir^  for  the  same  reason,  we  should 
always  keep  m  their  places  alt  civil  officers ;  for 
I  believe  the  science  of  Government  is  as  import- 
ant and  as  difficult  to  learn  as  the  art  of  war. 
Yet,  we  see  wlwn  one  civil  officer  is  turned  oat, 
there  is  no  want  of  a  successor.  Bven  for  a  seat 
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in  this  House,  where  the  term  is  only  two  years, 
there  is  no  scarcity  of  candidates;  and,  in  the 
Senate,  I  have  never  heard  an^  complaint  on  that 
score.  As  for  the  office  of  Chia  Magistrate, 
which  is  only  four  years,  I  believe  we  are  likely 
to  have  a  plentifnl  crop  of  candidates  at  the  next 
election. 

So  far  as  my  observation  goes,  the  good  peo^ 
of  this  country  are  at  no  loss  for  characters  to  ml 
any  appointment,  and,  should  we  be  so  unfo> 
tunate  as  not  to  obtain  the  services  of  these  gen- 
tlemen when  reijuired,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  supplymg  their  places.  Sir,  the  two  most 
distinguished  generals  in  the  late  war,  (Generals 
Brown  and  Jackson.)  were  not  educated  in  the 
standing  army.  A  letter,  written  some  years  ago, 
by  the  present  Chief  Blagistrate,  was  puuished  in 
the  papers  a  few  days  ago.  This  letter  recom- 
mends fixing  the  Peace  Establishment  at  twenty 
thousand  men,  but  Congress  at  that  time  held  a 
difierent  opinion,  and  fixed  it  at  ten  thousand.  I 
think  that  too  large  for  our  present  finances.  To 
do  justice  to  the  writer  of  that  letter,  we  should 
advert  to  the  circumstances  under  wnich  it  was 
written — the  unsettled  state  of  Europe,  and  the 
probability  that  she  might  soon  again  be  Involved 
in  war. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  todc  my  seat  on  this  floor  with 
the  strongest  predilection  and  attachment  to  the 
Army.  1  had  not  the  pleasure  of  a  particnUr  ac- 

S^uaintance  with  many  of  the  officers,  but  for  the 
ew  that  were  known  to  me,  I  entertained  the 
highest  regard.  I  viewed  the  Army  as  a  band  of 
brave  and  patriotic  men,  devoted  to  the  service  of 
their  country ;  who,  in  the  hour  of  her  danger, 
had  overlooKed  all  personal  considerations,  ana 
manfully  came  forward  in  her  defence.  Under 
such  feelings  f  could  deny  the  soldier  nothing, 
and  I  hope,  from  the  vote  lamabout  to  give,  that 
it  will  not  be  considered  that  I  have  lost  any  of 
my  respect  for  the  distinguished  individuals  that 
compose  our  Army.  But,  from  my  short  experi- 
ence in  this  House,  I  have  discovers  that  personal 
feelings  and  wishes  are  very  onsafe  guides  when 
I^islating  for  the  nation.  It  is  a  maxim  as  old 
as  our  system  of  jorisprudence,  that  individual 
convenience  must  give  way  to  the  public  good : 
and,  however  much  I  may  i^ret  the  hard  mte  of 
those  who  may  lose  their  o^es  by  this  bill,  yet 
no  feelings  of  this  kind  can  have  tne  smallest  in- 
fluence on  my  mind  in  determining  this  question. 
I  believe  that  the  best  interest  of  the  country,  at 
this  time,  calls  for  a  reduction  of  the  Army,  and 
for  that  reason  alone  I  shall  vote  for  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brown  then  moved  to  amend  the  original 
third  section,  by  striking  out  that  portion  of  it 
which,  as  previously  amended,  reads  thus:  "one 

*  Brigadier  General,  with  one  Aid-de  Camp,  one 

*  Inspector  General,  one  Assistant  Adjutant  Gen- 
'  eral,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  three  Briga- 
'  dier  Generals,  with  one  Aid-de-Camp,  one  Assist- 

*  ant  Adjutant  General,  and  one  Assistant  Innee- 

*  tor  General which,  upon  the  request  of  lb. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Baovit  modified  to  read 
as  follows:  "three  Brigadier  Generals,  one  of 


Reduction  of  the  Anay. 


Digitized  by 


929 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


930 


Jahdabt,  1821. 


'  whom  shall  reside  at  Washington,  and  perform 
'  the  duties  heretofore  confided  to  the  Adjutant 

<  and  Inspector  General,  together  with  the  duties 

*  of  Inspector  General  of  the  army,  with  one  Aid- 

<  de-Camp,  one  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  and 

*  one  Assistant  Inspector  Qeneral  to  eaeh." 

Mr.  BaowN  said  he  had  waited  to  this  late  pe- 
riod with  an  expectation  and  hope  that  some  other 
person  would  bare  proposed  the  amendment  which 
ne  should  offer;  none  naring  done  so,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  submit  it,  althoueh  be  could  not  flatter 
himself  from  the  temper  of  the  House  that  it  would 
succeed.  He  said  that  an  honorable  gentlemau, 
Mr.CocKE,  of  Tennessee,  with  whom  he  had  acted 
on  the  principal  provision  of  this  bill,  had  suggested 
die  necessitv  of  discipline  among  its  friends ;  for 
one  he  should  protest  against  discipline  in  civil,  for 
thesame  reason  that  he  shouldapplaud  it  in  military 
service ;  hy  doing  so,  the  object  sought  was  most 
likely  to  be  attained.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen 
who  took  upon  themselves  the  labor  of  argument 
would  not  suppose  that  those  who  chose  to  be  si- 
lent, surrendered  the  right  to  reflect  and  decide 
upon  measures:  and  that  they  were  ready  to  obey 
rules  of  diMipline.  Shoald  soch  an  impression 
prevail,  the  number  of  speakers  would  greatly  in- 
crease, and,  he  could  say,  much  to  the  detriment  of 
the  public  service. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  favorable  to  the  mluction 
of  the  army  to  the  number  proposed  by  the  bill,  of 
six  thousand,  because  he  believed  that  numoer 
rafllcient  for  all  the  Intimate  duties  of  soldiers  in 
this  country,  in  a  time  of  such  profound  peace, 
and  not  because  be  believed  the  Government  un- 
able to  support  them.  He  would  not  use  an  argu- 
ment here,  predicated  upon  a  fact,  at  the  bare  sug- 

Sation  of  which  an  American  in  passing  ti^rou^ 
uropewouldfeeihimaelf highlyinsulted:  Imean 
the  inoapacitv  of  the  American  nation  to  support 
such  estaUisnments  and  ofllceni,  as  were  deemed 
necessary  for  their  prosperity  and  safety ;  he  would 
not  permit  himself^to  be  driven  into  argument  to 
sappofft  a  iffopoBitioa  so  plain  as  was  the  negative 
of  this.  He  afaonld  predicate  bis  legislation  on 
this  and  other  measures  of  the  QoTemmait,  on 
the  ample  capacity  of  his  country  to  support  all 
necessary  estaUishments  and  officers.  Blr.  B.  said 
that  he  thought  too  much  stress  had  been  laid  on 
the  derangra  state  of  our  finances;  for  one  he 
thought  their  distressed  condition  shotdd  induce 
the  Government  to  pursue  the  course  of  a  pmdent 
individual^  to  look  into  her  expenditures,  and  to 
curtail  wherever  it  was  not  incompatible  with  her 
safety  and  prosperity  ;  and  if  there  required  it,  he 
would  be  willing  to  increase  the  army  beyond  its 
present  size;  he  feared  not  the  resources  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  B.  desired  that  gentlemen,  in  reply,  having 
maps  before  them  on  which  our  line  of  posts  and 
extent  of  frontier  were  exhibited,  would  point  out 
the  jiMca  and  posts  at  which  a  greater  force  could 
be  beneficially  used,  and  not  confine  thenuelves  to 
the  proof  of  onr  capacity  to  pay  them.  He  yielded 
them  that  ^roond.  He  said,  that,  although  friendly 
to  a  redncuon  of  the  annr  to  six  thowand  men, 
hewasin  fiiTorof  alibenland  efBcient  oj^tniza^ 
16th  Com.  3d  Swa^-^ 
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tion,  and  had  voted  for  many  of  the  amendments 
proposed.  From  a  belief  that  three  general  offi- 
cers, instead  of  one,  would  produce  a  nigher  state 
of  subordination  and  discii^ine,  a  surer  protection 
of  the  fortifications  and  public  property,  and  this 
number  being  also  udicated  by  the  geographical 
situation  of  the  United  States,  and  uic  rank  and 
file  of  the  army,  he  would  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
proposed  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  took  the  fioor  against  the 
bill  generally,  but  spoke  more  particularly  on  the 
considerations  growing  out  of  the  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  country.  He  spoke  at  considera- 
ble lengrth. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  signified  a  wish  to  make 
some  remarks  on  this  bill,  but  would  not  press 
them  if  the  House  desired  to  take  the  question  this 
afternoon ;  when,  a  motion  to  adjoom  was  madej 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


MoNDAYj  January  22. 

Mr.  Rbba,  fnm  the  Committee  on  Pension* 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounda 
received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  amended,  anA 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  right  of 
pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain 
settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  comimtted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  theHouse  a  letter  from 
WiLLARD  Hall,  containing  a  notification  of  hia 
having  resigned  his  seat  in  this  House,  as  one  of 
the  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Delaware. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Governor  and  Council 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  accompanied  with  two 
copies  of  the  Laws  of  Marvland,  lately  comjnied  by 
Chancellor  Kiltv,  and  Messrs.  Harris  and  Wat- 
kins,  presented  by  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

TREASURY  REPORT. 

The  Bpkakbk  laid  before  the  Hmise  the  fbllow- 
ing  report: 

TsBAtVBT  DavABTMUT,  .Am.  19, 1891. 

Sib  :  lo  obedience  to  a  reaolation  of  the  House  of 
Repreaentativei,  of  the  Iburth  instant,  instneUng  the 
Secretwy  of  the  TrsMory  to  report  to  llw  House  **  a 
atatantent  of  the  noney  in  the  Treasniy  on  the  fint 
of  Jtauuy,  1831,  together  with  a  statement  of  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  Tresaarer,  aa  igeDt  for  the 
War  and  Navy  Departmeota,  on  that  day,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  state,  that  there  was  in  the  Treainry  on 
that  day  the  aom  of  9l>076,S61  IS.  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  for  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
ptrtmenta,  the  sum  of  $1,060,878  88,  via :  For  the 
War  Deputment,  9151,973  and  fin  the  Navy  De- 
partBM&t,«799,004  M. 
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Of  the  mm  of  f  l,OT<,jn'I  IS,  in  the  TrSMarj  on 
tht  first  of  Jtnuarj,  1831,  (500,000  wen  paid  hy  the 
Bulk  of  the  United  Sutea,  on  tha  80th  of  Deambar, 
1830,  but  whidi  wer«  psjftbl«  on  the  fint  day  of  Jan- 
oary  thereafter,  and  were  estimated  in  the  receipt! 
into  the  Trcaiur;  for  1831.  If  ttiia  earn  ia  dedoelM, 
the  amount  in  the  Traaanry  on  that  day  will  be 
9876,371  18.  If  it  ia  couMderM  a  part  of  the  reeaipli 
U I8S0,  the  eatiinated  Teceipli  lor  1831  will  be  dimiu- 
idied  by  that  amoant  With  thia  explanation,  it  will 
not  be  material  whether  it  is  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  one  or  the  other  year;  the  geaeral  result  of  the 
two  years  will  be  the  aatne. 

The  receipts  of  the  foartb  quarter,  with  the  axcep- 
tioD  of  payments  made  at  Mobile  and  New  Orleans, 
io  the  two  last  weeks  of  December,  1880,  and  in  the 
whole  month  at  most  of  the  land  lAcea,  ar*  eacer- 
tainad  to  be  •4,04S,B8S  99.  In  the  annaal  report, 
the  Teoripta  of  ^e  fourth  quarter  were  estimated  at 
9MMt900 ;  tlia  aclaal  reeeipta,  therefbre,  exceed  those 
that  were  eatimated  by  9016,660  99,  and  by  911B,- 
686  99,  if  tha  payment  made  by  the  bank  on  the  30th 
of  December  be  deducted  from  the  reeeipta  of  1830. 

If  the  sum  of  9616,685  09  be  added  to  the  sum  of 
96,417,830  83,  which  waa  stated  in  my  leUw  of  the 
Slat  of  DBcemboT,  IBSO,  to  be  the  acgngata  meaiia  fcr 
tha  fcnrtk  qaartn  of  that  year,  the  amotiBt  at  Am  dia* 
poAiM  of  tha  Treaaniy,  in  that  martar,  will  be  us- 
meolad  to  96t08M16  8S. 

It  b  aacartained  diat  the  paymenia  from  the  Tteaa- 
vrjf  daring  that  quarter,  have  amonnted  to  94,967^ 
14a  M,  whiob,  being  deducted  £rom  the  estimatnl 
meana  of  that  quarter,  will  leave  in  the  Treaaary,  as 
already  suted,  on  die  1st  day  of  January,  1831,  the 
earn  of  91.076,371  18.  Bat  if  the  9600,000,  paid  by 
the  bank,  be  deducted  from  the  reoeipto  of  1830,  the 
balance  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1831,  will  ba,  aa 
baa  already  been  sUted,  9676,371  18. 

The  demands  i^n  the  Treaaary  during  tha  year 
1830,  in  order  to  comidete  die  aiwice  of  that  year  and 
to  effect  the  objects  for  which  the  several  appropria- 
tiona  were  made,  and  which  are  not  included  in  the 
foregoing  sum  of  94,957,145  24,  which  amounts  to 
94,707,987  96,  viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miaceHaneoua,  (being  the  dif- 
feKnee  between  the  sum  of  91.407,813  66,  eaboated 
to  be  paid  ia  tha  fourth  quarter,  and  the  anm  actually 

prid,)   986^B»W 

PaUle  debt  S^OTOIB  16 

Wv  Department  -  .  .  ■  066,164  01 
Navy  Department  .  ■  -  .  1,110,900  00 
Which  leaves  an  excess  of  demand  beyond  tha  money 
in  the  Treasury  ofS3,631,716  78,  and  of  94,131.716  78, 
if  the  payment  made  by  Uie  bank  be  dechicted  from  the 
payments  into  the  Treuory  in  the  year  1830. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that,  if  the  sum  of 
98,076,918  16,  of  the  Louisiana  stock,  has  net  been 
praased  for  payment,  it  has  been  (he  result  of  forbear- 
aoae  on  the  part  of  tha  heldara  of  that  ate^  and  of 
eoDfidaaea  in  the  Aithof  the  nation,  that  aadifotbear- 
aace  will  not  operate  to  their  injury.  The  other  de- 
manda  upon  the  Treasury,  wbioh  were  estimated  as  a 
charge  upon  it  la  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  1680, 
and  which  are  not  embraced  in  the  eatimatee  of  the 
eapenditore  for  1831,  and  whidi  constitute  a  part  of 
the  deficit  above  stated,  will,  it  ia  praaamed,  be  da- 
maoded  of  the  Treasuiy. 

It  will  ba  perceived  that  the  aama  io  the  hands  of 
tha  Trrasurer,  aa  agent  of  tha  WuBAdNavy  Dapart- 
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menta,  axeeed  the  eetimate  vf  Uwm,  annexed  to  the 
eetinalea  of  the  sarviea  of  the  year  1831.  Theae 
moneya  are  drawn  from  the  ageat,  as  the  demands 
upon  the  respective  dqiartmenta  are  preaented,  m  n- 
quiaitiona  fnNu  the  diri>ttraiag  offioen  of  theae  depart- 
ments are  received.  The  amount  drawn  firom  flu 
agent  depend^  therefore,  upon  eenUngaaoiB  over 
which  the  heada  of  thoaa  departaiMta  have  no  eaatnl, 
and  may  exceed  or  &U  ahori  of  any  eatiwata  mada  by 
them  for  any  definite  period  of  time. 

It  may  be  proper,  alao,  to  atate,  that,  io  cODtem|^ 
tion  of  law,  money  ia  not  conaidered  to  be  in  the  Trea- 
sury until  a  warrant  ia  iaaned  by  the  Secretary  and 
receipted  by  the  Treasurer,  for  the  anma  paid  hij  the 
receiving  officon  into  the  bank ;  but,  for  the  practical 
pnrpoaea  of  the  Treasury,  all  auma  paid  into  bank  to 
the  eradit  of  tha  Traaaarer  am  eonaidarad  by  bim  to 
be  in  the  Treaaaiy.  Ganaia^,  Ike  warmta  eemiiig 
tha  money  leeaiaad  on  aaconnt  of  theOovanuaMt  an 
issued  qonrlarly  fiv  all  aaua  lecaived  dniing  thafoar- 
ter.  Theae  wanmnta  are  anally  iseuad  about  two 
monttis  after  the  azpiratioa  of  the  qaarter,  aa  tha 
paymenta  made  into  the  baabi  whidi  are  the  depoai- 
toriea  of  the  pnUie  money  are  not  asoertaiaad  aoonar. 

The  statements  which  aceompa^r  this  lattv  arena- 
planatoiy  of  the  viawa  which  h  ptaaaati,  or  afford  ia- 
fixmatiaa  connected  with  them,  whkh  it  ia  pnaomad 
may  be  mafal. 

I  remain,  with  roapect,  &c, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  JoHH  TATion, 

Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Repreaentatioeg. 

The  report  was  read,  and.  with  the  documeata, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

REDUCTION  or  THE  ARMT. 

The  House  resumed  the  coasideraHon  of  the  YaH 
to  reduce  the  MUitarjr  Peace  Establishment  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  McCdlloitgh  moved  further  to  mraeod  the 
third  section  of  the  \ail  (as  recited  on  the  Journal 
of  the  18th  iiutant)  bjr  expuag^ing  from  the  fifth 
and  sixth  lines  thereof  the  words  foUowiag,  r'a : 
"  each  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  n 
c(donel  of  oaral»y,  as  heretMore  [described  by  law 
and  also,  from  the  eighth  and  ninth  lines  theirieof,  the 
words  "  with  a  aaiuy  of  two  thoiuand  doUara  nar 
aonum and  alao.  after  the  word  "  purchaaea*' in 
the  tenu  line,  the  following  wards:  **whoBeeon- 
pensatiott  abnU  not  exceed  two  and  a  half  ^cen^ 
turn  on  the  public  moneys  disbursed  by  hio^  nor 
the  sum  of  fifteoi  hundred  tkiUata  per  anmnm ; 
and  also,  from  the  thirteenth  and  fourtemth  linea, 
the  words  "to  be  conqwuntad  as  heretofore;"  also^ 
;  after  the  words  "  surgeon  gencnl,"  in  the  ^xtiHifi*h 
line,  the  words  "  with  a  salary  of  two  thownd 
dollars  per  annum:"  and  also,  after  the  wwdi 
"  apothecary  general,"  in  the  seventeenth  line,  the 
words  "  with  a  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
per  annum uid  to  add  to  the  section  the  follow- 
ing words,  viz :  "  the  said  sereral  officers  to  hdkl 
the  raak,  pay,  and  emoluments  which  now  mn,  or 
hereafter  may  be,  prescribed  by  law." 

After  considerable  debate^  in  which  Mum. 
MoCdllodob,  Bioa,  McLbax,  Bdbtoh,  Flotd, 
BnoaH,  and  Mraon,  took  part,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
MoCoLMVU  was  negatired,  uM  on  tiu  qnttoa 
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of  inaeitiii^,  and  then  on  striking  oat  th«  existing 
compensations.' 

Mr.  Brosh  then  mored  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  geikeral,"  after  "  Quartermaiter,"  so  that  there 
should  be  a  Quartomaster  widiout  the  addition  of 
"general,"  the  rank  of  general  being  proposed  to 
be  taken  from  the  (^ce^-^egatived. 

Mr.  EusTiB  moved  an  amendment,  ^e  object  of 
which  was  to  place  the  deputy  commissaries  and 
4[B»r  term  asters  on  the  footing  on  which  they  will 
be  fotmd  to  stand  in  the  amended  bill,  instead  of 
that  in  which  they  stood  in  the  original  bill. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  51  to  47. 

The  question  having  been  thm  stated  on  order- 
ing the  nil,  as  anendM,  to  be  et^froased  for  a  third 
rmdiag-- 

Mr.BABBODB  and  Mr.  Bfiacu  addressed  the 
Hon*e,  each  at  great  length ;  the  fine  in  fiivor  of 
the  bill,  ihe  latter  against  it. 

The  qneitian  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
IttU  to  be  engrossed  Sot  a  third  reading,  uid  de- 
cided as  fbUvWe: 

Ta^s — Mesfrs.  Abbot,  Adama,  Alexander,  Allan  of 
MasMcfaiiwtts,  AU«a  of  New  York,  Alien  of  Tennes- 
see, Baker,  Ball,  Barboar,  Bayly,  Beeeher,  Browo, 
Bryan,  Boflum,  Borton,  Botler  of  New  Hampthire, 
Campbell,  Uftnoon,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Craw- 
ford, Culpeper,  Coihmao,  Dane,  Deanison,  Bade,  Ed- 
dy, Bdiranla  of  Conoecticot,  Edwards  of  Nor^  Caro- 
lina, Entlis,  Pay.  Ffahar,  Floyd,  Foot,  Gamett,  Gray, 
Ohms  oflVewYoik,  Gross  ofPenoaylvanis,6ayon,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Halt  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hsn- 
dricki^  Herrick,  Hibthman,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooka,  Hoa- 
tetter,  Jacksoo,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall, 
KtDsey,  Kinsley,  J>atbrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay, 
McCoy,  McCreaiy,  McCuHough,  Mallary,  Msrchand, 
Mai^  Hetcalf,  Hoaell,  Montgomery,  El.  Moore,  T.  L. 
Moon,  Morton,  Moaeley,  Murray,  Neats,  Nelson  of 
Massadiaaett^  PattersoB,  PhUson,  Plomer,  Randtdpb, 
RanUo,  Bhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Ridunond,  Ross,  Ross, 
Sawyer,  Shaw,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Sonthard,  Stevena, 
Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomliuson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  l^ler,  Upbam, 
Van  Renwelaer,  Walker,  Warfield,  Wittuau  of  Vir- 
ginia, WUliama  of  North  Carolina  and  Wood — 109. 

Nats — Meana.  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
BaUwia,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brash,  Batler  of  Lon- 
isiaUrC^ae,  Olaifc,  Coofe^  CiowelU  Cathbert,  Dariing- 
tBO,  Davideoa,  Diak^llaol^  Ford,  Foliar,  Godum, 
Hemphill,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Lowodee,  Me- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mercer,  S. 
Moore,  Ndsoo  of  Virginia,  Newloo,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Ringgold,  Rob- 
ertson, Rogers,  Sergeant,  Simkina,  Smith  of  New  Jer- 
■ey.  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virgiaia,  Smith 
of  North  Canriina,  Stem,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Vdree,  Wallaee.  Wendover,  and  Whitman— A7. 

Bo  the  bill  vas  ordered  to  be  engroued  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow,  in  the  fblwwiog  diape,  as 
amended: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  o/  Rim^ 
mentatioee  tff  <ie  United  Statet  of  Ameriea,  in  Con- 
gresa  aatembled.  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
May  next,  the  Military  Peace  Bstabluhment  of  the 
United  States  shall  consist  of  six  thousand  non-com- 
missioned officers,  mnsidans,  and  privates,  with  a  due 
ptoporlion  of  field  and  company  officer^  according  lo 
the  preaent  oiganiialion  of  companies,  and  in  sneh  pro- 
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portions  ef  artillery  and  infiurtty  as  the  Pnsidant  of 
the  United  Stataa  shall  direct ;  and  that  the  eom  of 
engineeia,  as  at  preaant  estddiahed,  bo  rotainea  in 

■erviee. 

8x0.  S.  And  he  it  further  enadtd.  That  the  ootps 
of  ordnance  ahall  be  retained  in  aervice,  and  absdl 
hereafter  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel, 
one  mqor,  six  captains,  six  first  lieatenaats,  aix  a»> 
eond  lieutenants,  and  six  third  lieatenanta. 

Bsc  3.  And  he  Ufutiher  enacted^  That  the  Fre- 
Bidcnt  of  the  United  States  cause  to  be  arranged  the 
officers^  non-commissioned  officers,  musicianB,  and 
privatea,  of  the  several  corps  of  troops  now  in  service, 
in  sndi  manner  as  to  form  and  complete  the  corps  to 
be  retained  in  service  under  this  act,  attaching  the 
corps  of  light  artillety  to  the  corps  of  artillery,  and 
the  corps  <Nr  rifleueD  to  the  infantry,  and  caaae  tlie 
supernamoaiy  oOcms,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  privates,  to  be  discharg[ed  from  the  serrice. 

Sac.  4.  Aad  he  itjvrtier  enaet^  That  tbm  shall 
be  one  brigadier  gmeral,  with  one  aid  de  eaaap)  one 
inspector  general,  and  one  assistant  adjntent  general; 
there  ahall  also  be  one  a^yataBt  general,  one  quarter- 
master general,  with  as  many  assistant  depvtjr  ^ner- 
termaatera  as  the  serviee  may  reqube,  to  be  taken  tkom 
the  anbaltarns  of  the  line,  who  shall  perform  all  the 
daties  whteh  nay  be  required  of  them  in  the  qoarter- 
maater'a  departfflen^  and  in  tfie  department  ef  the  oun- 
missaiy  gsneral  ^  anbHrtenee,  and  who  aball  reoeive, 
aa  a  eompenaation  for  their  aervieea,  fiflieea  ddlam 
per  month  in  addition  to  their  monthly  pay ;  and  one 
judge  advocate,  each  with  the  rank,  pay,  uid  emoln- 
meots,  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  as  heretofore  prescribed 
by  law ;  there  ahaU  alao  be  a  paymaatar  general,  with 
a  salary  as  heretofore  fixed  by  law,  commissary  gm- 
eral  of  parchases,  with  a  aalary  of  two  thooaand  dd- 
lata  per  annnm,  and  one  aaaiatant  ooauaiasary  general 
of  pnrdiases,  whose  compensatioa  dull  netaxoeed 
two  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  pnbtie  moneys  diik 
barsed  by  him,  nor  the  sum  of  fifteen  hondred  dollus 
per  annum ;  and  two  military  stonkeepMW,  to  be  com- 
pensated as  heretofore;  one  commissary  general  <tf 
subsistence,  one  surgeon  general,  with  a  salary  of  two 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  one  apothecary  gen- 
eral, with  a  asMiy  of  fliBcen  hondred  dollars  pec 
annom. 

Bicfi.  AndbeitfimihereHOBladt  That  dieie  shall 
be  to  eadi  regiment  of  infontry,  and  to  each  battalion 

of  artillery,  one  adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  and  one 
paymaster,  one  anrgeon,  and  one  assistant  aargeen. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  miuted.  That  dia  tnw> 
graphical  engineers,  and  tbair  aariatants,  shall  be  dia- 
diarged  from  the  service  ef  the  United  States. 

Sic.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  judge 
advocate  shall  keep  an  office  io  the  city  of  Wasbiog- 
ten,  and,  in  addition  to  the  duties  which  may  be  ae*. 
dgned  to  him  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
he  shall  keep  a  raoocd  of  all  triala  by  general  oports- 
martial,  and  report  the  decisions. 

Sac.  8.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  officera 
of  the  army,  whose  continuance  in  service  is  not  pro- 
vided for  by  this  act,  shall  be  discharged  from  the  aer- 
vice of  the  United  Sutes,  and  that  to  each  commis- 
sioned officer,  who  shall  be  discharged  by  virtne  of  this 
act,  there  shall  be  paid,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and 
emoluments  to  which  he  will  ba  entitled  at  the  time  of 
his  diKharge,  three  months'  pay. 

The  above  bill  having  been  dis{wsed  of— 
Mr.  RanDOLPB,  agceeaUy  to  notice,  then  mored 
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that  the  Home  do  now  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  family  of  Oli- 
Ttt  Hazard  Perry,  and  to  proride  for  the  educa- 
tioD  of  faifl  children. 

To  this  course,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  an 
unanimous  vote  was  necessary,  it  not  being  in  the 
ordinary  routine  of  the  bosmess  of  the  House. 
The  motion  was  olqected  to,  and  therefore  iailed 
of  course. 

Subsequently,  however,  on  motion,  the  orders 
of  the  day  preceding  that  bill  were  postponed, 
which  gives  it  priority  in  the  order  of  business  for 
to-morrow. 


TuEBDAT,  January  23. 
Mt.Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Alexander  Elmslie 
and  Samuel  Clarkson,  merchants  of  Philadelphia ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 
Mr.  Cook  Rubmitted  the  following  resolution : 
Raohxd,  That  the  Committee  of  Elections  be  in- 
stmeted  to  inqaire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  al- 
teratiooa  are  neeeaury  to  be  made  in  the  law,  entitled 
**An  act  Telative  to  the  election  of  Preeideot  and  Vice 
Fieiuleot  of  the  United  Sutea,  and  declaring  the  officer 
who  shall  act  aa  President  in  caie  of  vacanoiea  in  the 
offices  both  of  Fnaidantand  Vice  Prewdaot;"  and  sleo 
whether  be  expedient  to  increase  the  eompenaation 
of  any  of  the  persons  appointed  to  transmit  the  votes 
of  the  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  at  the 
late  election. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Stohrs  submitted  the  following  resolution ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUeone 
day  for  consideration : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  a  atatenent  of  the  mo- 
neys now  in  the  Treasury,  or  collected  at  any  place, 
which  are  applicable  to  tho  redemption  of  the  stock 
created  by  the  act  providing  for  the  mdemnifleatton  of 
certain  daimants  of  pnUie  lands  in  the  Misaissippi 
Territory,  passed  March  31, 1814. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chowbll,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma all  the  unsold  islands  in  the  Tennessee  river, 
the  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  apdied  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  md  river. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution : 

Retoleed,  bv  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repretenta- 
Hvea  of  the  United  Siaiet  of  America  in  Congreu 
atMenibUd,  That  the  recruiting  aenrice  for  the  Army  be 
snapended  for  and  during  the  preaeot  year,  and  until 
the  end  of  the  next  lesdlon  of  Congresa. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received 
in  the  ReroluttCHiary  watj  and  for  oUiet  purpo- 
ses   was  read  the  third  time^  and  paned. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  notice  that 
he  should,  OD  Thursday  next,  more  to  proceed 
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to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Statesj  so  as  to  estab- 
lish an  uniform  mode  of  election  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
two  statements  of  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  in  American  and  foreign  vessels;  to- 
getner  with  an  aggregate  view  of  both  from  the 
Ist  October,  1818,  to  the  30th  September,  1819, 
rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Repret^ntatives  of  29th  May,  1798. 

The  letter  was  read,  and,  with  the  documents, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  DIstrid  of  CoiwaUa,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  reaolalion  of  the  Hooie  of  Repreaonta- 
tives  instm^g  them  **  to  inqniw  into  the  expedicney 
of  providing,  by  law,  to  aecnre  to  mechanics  and  othars 
payment  for  their  labor  and  materials,  in  erecting  any 
bouse  or  other  building  within  the  Dislrirt  of  Colnm- 
bia,  by  giving  them  a  lien  thereon,"  have  hadtheaame 
nnder  consideration,  and  reapectfally  report:  That, 
under  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  Statea,  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  a  aecuri^,  analt^us  to  that 
contemplated  by  the  reaolution,  may  be  provided  by 
apecial  contract,  in  every  ease  wherein  any  honae  or 
bnilJing  is  about  to  he  erected,  apunat  any  lose  whidi 
any  mechanic  or  merchant,  contributing  labor  or  ma- 
teria]* towards  the  erection  thereof,  might  anstain  from 
tbe  iailnre  of  the  proprietor  to  pay  voluntarily  therefor. 
Whether  for  tbia,  or  any  otber  reaaon,  exiating  in  the 
inatitulions  or  atate  of  aociety  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, no  complaint  to  Cougreaa,  by  petition  or  othei^ 
wiae,  ^a  ever  been  made  by  any  of  us  inbabitanta  at 
the  Strict,  of  any  defect  of  their  preaent  lawa  in  ra- 
lation  to  the  object  for  which  tbe  reeolution  of  tha 
HouM  of  Repreaentativee  auggeaU  a  proviaion.  Tbe 
committee,  therelbre,  recommend  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives the  adoption  of  the  following  reeolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make,  by  law, 
tbe  proviaion  auggeated  by  the  abreaaid  resolotion. 

The  report  was  read,  and  agreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  Mil- 
itary Peace  Establishment,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  SiHKiKB  ruse,  and  spoke  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  gentlemen  who  had 
suppnted  it. 

Mr.  Floyd  made  a  few  explanatory  remarka. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  assigned  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  against  this  bill,  though  not 
opposed  to  a  proper  reduction  of  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment. 

Mr.  Edstis  replied  to  Mr.  Smith,  and  defended 
the  bill  in  r^rd  to  some  of  its  details. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  bill  in 
toto,  in  its  objects  and  in  its  detaila,  as  contrary  to 
the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Rich  briefly  assigned  the  reasona  why  be 
should  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  stated  the  reasons  why  he  thought 
the  interest  of  the  country  called  for  the  passage 
of  the  bill 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  lull  waa  thai 
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taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— 109  to  48,  as  follows : 

Tkab — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alsxandn,  Allen 
of  MsssscbiwettB,  Alien  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  Vinuiis,  Bsker,  Bsll,  Bsrtwar,  Bsy- 
W,  Beeditr,  Brown,  Biysn,  Boffam,  Barton,  Barwell, 
Bntlar  (tf  New  Hampshire,  Csmpbell,  Clagett,  CIsy, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  CrtAs,  Crswford,  Culpeper,  CnshmsD, 
Ssne,  Denniion,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of  Connecti- 
ent,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Fay,  Fiaher, 
Floyd,  Foot,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Groaa  of  Pean- 
aylvania,  Gayoa,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  HaU 
«f  North  Carolina,  Hardio,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hib^- 
man,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackaon,  John- 
BOO.  Jones  of  Vs.,  KinsOT,  Kinaley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Ltsennore,  Maday,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McCuIlough, 
Mallsry,  Haichind,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  MoDell^Montgom- 
eiy,  R.  Mooro,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Mur- 
ray, Neale,  Nelson  of  Maaaachnaetta,  Patterson,  Phil- 
•on.  Pitcher,  Plnmer,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich, 
lUcharda,  Richmond,  Roas,  Rosa,  8haw,  SiJsbee,  Sloan, 
Soothard,  Stevena,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyler,  Upbam,  Van  Renaantaer,  Warfield,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  and  Wood — 109. 

Nats — Mesara.  Anderson,  Archer  of  Mary  land,  Bald- 
win, Blooffifield,  Brevard,  Brush,  Bntlerof  Lonisiana, 
Csse,  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell,  Cutbbert,  Darlington, 
Savidaon,  Dickinaon,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Bemp- 
liill,  Jooea  of  Tenneaiee,  Little,  Lowndes,  McLane 
of  Delswsre,  McLeau  of  Kentucky,  Mercer,  8.  Moore, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Masaachu- 
Bstts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Read,  Ringgold, 
Bobertson,  Rogera,  Sergeant,  Simkina,  Smith  of  New 
Jeissy,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  SmyUi  of  Virginia, 
Smith  at  North  CaroUna,  Stnrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
New  Tork,  UdrM,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Whit- 
man— i8. 

COMMODORE  PERRY'S  FAMILY. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Foot  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  reported  at  the  last  session  of  Consress,  for  the 
relief  of  the  family  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Per- 
ry, and  to  provide  for  the  education  of  his  ehildfen 
at  the  public  expense. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  who  declined  oc- 
cupying the  time  of  the  House  by  speaking  on  the 
subject,  the  blanks  in  the  bill  were  filled,  so  as  to 
make  the  proposed  allowance  to  be  $330  per  an- 
num for  the  mother  of  the  late  Commodore  Perry, 
^400  for  his  widow,  (during  life,  or  until  inter- 
marriage,) and  $150  for  each  of  the  children,  until 
they  arrive  at  twenty-pne  years  of  age.  The  whole 
amount  proposed  to  be  annually  appropriated  be- 
ing 91i330,  the  estimated  amount  of  half  the  pay 
vEich  Commod<ne  Perry,  whilst  iiring,  wimld 
have  enjoyed  vhibt  on  separate  command. 

Mr.  Habdin  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  bill  ex- 
cept tiie  enacting  claase,  and  insert,  in  lien  there- 
of, a  Kovision,  ulowing  to  the  family  of  Commo- 
dore Perry  half-pay  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
being,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  amount  which  they  would 
liare  received  had  Commodore  Perry  fallen  in 
battle. 

On  this  motion  there  aroae  a  short  debate. 


H.  opR. 


The  motion  of  Mr.  HAUniir  was  negatived,  on 
a  division,  by  apparently  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bilL 

The  House  having  concurred  in  filling  the  blanks 
as  reported  from  the  Committee — 

Mr.  Habdin  renewed  the  motion  he  had  made 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole^  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  there  were,  for 
the  amaidment62,  against  it 82,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson,  Baker,  Ball,  Bar* 
bonr,  Beedier,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett, 
Cobb,  Culpeper,  Cuahman,  Dennison,  Earle,  Edwards 
of  Connecticat,  Edwards  of  North  Csrolina,  Fay,  Fish- 
er, Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Forreat,  Gray,  Gross  of  New 
York,  GuyoD,  Hsll  of  New  York,  Hardin,  Hen- 
drieka,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jack- 
son, Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Marchand, 
Metcalf,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Murray^ 
Newtra,  Pattsraon,  Pbibon,  Rankin,  Rich,  Richarow 
Ridimond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sloan,  A.  Smyth  of 
Virginis,  Stevena,  Tarr,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Meaara.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen 
Tenneaaee,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia^ 
Baldwin,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bru^ 
Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Clark, 
Clay,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crswford,  Crowell,  Cuthbert,DBne» 
Darlhigton,  Davidson,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Eustis,  Fatler, 
Gorham,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  H«U  of 
North  Carolina,  Hemphill,  Hill,  Hobart,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginis,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinaey,  La- 
throp, Livermore,  Lowodea,  McCuIlough,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Eentacky,  Hallary,  Meiga,  Mer- 
cer, Montgomery,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Neale, 
Nelaon  of  Massachoaetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker 
of  Msssschnsetta,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pln- 
mer, Randolph,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  RobsstsBD^ 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of 
Marrland,  Storrs,  Terrell,  Tomliaaon,  Tracy,  Tiinblar 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Udree,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wailaes, 
Watfiehl,  Whitman,  and  WiUisms  of  Virgioia. 

So  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clat,  though  decidedly  in  &tot  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  objected  to  that  pact  of  it  proposing 
an  allowance  of  $330  per  annum,  daring  me,  to 
the  mother  of  the  deceased ;  and,  on  his  motion, 
that  part  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Rahdolph  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
allowance  of  9^00  per  annum  to  the  widow  of 
Commodore  Perry,  with  a  view  to  make  it  ^30, 
by  adding  to  it  the  9330  just  stricken  ont ;  so  that 
the  amount  to  the  family  should  be  the  sani^ 
thouffh  the  distribution  would  be  difieient. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  R.  was  tkcgatired,  by  a  vote 
of  69  to  53. 

On  the  question  for  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
^ossed  for  a  third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ina  demanded  by  Mr.  Brusb,  thoe  were,  for  die 
bill  76,  against  it  62,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Allen  of  Masaachusetts,  Archer  of 
Maryland,  Archer  of  Vl^nia,  Baldwin,  Bayly,  Blooia> 
field,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bnrnn,  BttUer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Butter  of  Louisiana,  Clark,  Clay,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Cuahman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Dar- 
lington, DavidaoD,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Euatis,  Forrest^ 
FoUer,  Gorham,  Grass  of  Psnnsylvaua,  Hsmjliill,  HiBr 
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Bobut,  Jmmi  of  Vogiou,  Jobn  of  TannaMM,  Kin- 
WTt  Lathmp,  Lowodw,  Utdmy,  McCDllough,  McLane 
td  Dataware,  McLeui  of  Keatacky,  Mdlaiy,  Uaiga, 
Mercar,  Montfomeiy,  8.  Moore,  Moaalaj,  Neale,  Mal- 
aon  of  M&uaiciiQBetta,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Nawtoa, 
FaAra  of  Han.,  Pincknaj,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ringgold, 
Bbbeiteon,  Boaa,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Silibee,  Simkina, 
Knith  of  Maryland,  Storra,  Street,  Terrell,  Tomlinaon, 
Tiimble,  Tucker  of  'IHiginia,  Udree,  Upham,  Van 
ReniHiUer,  Wallace,  Wufleld*  WUtBUB,  and  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia, 

Nat* — ^Meaars.  Alexander,  Anderaon,  Baker,  Ball, 
Batboir,  Baecher,  ^wton,  Campbell,  Cianiton,  Cuoj 
Ollgett,  Crafts,  Oalpeper,  DennisoD,  Earl*,  Edwavds 
of  CoanectfctM,  EMrnds  of  IVortb  Cenriina,  F^, 
fUier,  Floyd,  :Poot,  Onnett,  Onv,  Gtou  of  New 
TcK^  Oaron.  HoU  of  New  Y«rk,  Bardio,  fien&u^ 
Berridc,  Hibsbman,  Hooks,  Hoatetter,  Jac^n,  John- 
Ma,  Lincoln,  Livemora,  MeCey,  MeCreary,  Marchand, 
Motaal^  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Moitm,  Moiray, 
l^wkar  of  Vii^ia,  Fstteratm,  Phason,  Plnmer,  Rhea. 
Kch,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogen,  Raaii  9vmy9t, 
Sloan,  Stevens,  Tarr,  Tadw  ^  Bo«th  CuvUh,  Ty- 
ler, Wendover,  and  Wood. 

Bo  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  ai^ 
lead  a  third  time  toHztorrow. 

Mr.  EosTiB  ^ve  notice  that  he  should,  on  to- 
morrow, iMH  for  the  eoftsideration  of  the  reaoIatioD 
uibmitted  by  him,  jxofouag  the  cosditional 
misuon  of  Missoiui  into  the  Cnion. 


Wedkebdat,  January  24. 

At  the  usual  hoar  of  meeting,  but  few  members 
bBHWwesent,  when  the  Spe^er  todt  the  Chair, 
Mr.  Saoafi  moved  ^t  tinefe  he  a  call  of  the 
House.  [The  oliiect  of  a  call,  as  it  is  tecbnicnlly 
•eraaed,  is  to  place  on  the  Journal  the  names  of 
the  meatben  jH^sent,  whence  may  be  inferred  the 
nasMs  of  the  absentees.]  After  someeonTeraatitHi 
«B  this  motion,  in  the  conree  of  which  it  was  sug- 
gested that  ^e  quantity  of  business  before  the 
committees  required  them  to  att  sometimes  beyond 
tiK  hour  of  meeting,  and  it  wonld  be  hanh  to  re- 
cord tkem,  IrtniBt  mu  eagaged,  as  abseaten,  dtc. 
Ur.  BniBH  ooiiHnted  to  wmdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Suton.  Moon,  from  the  Coomiittee  of 
Claims  made  a  report  on  the  ^ition  of  Jaiaes 
Jfoy.ofDeCroi^aocompaiiied  with  a  bfltforthe 
KMi  of  the  and  Juw>  May  ai>d  the  legal  rapre- 
•eatfttiireB  a£  William  Maeomb ;  which  b^l  was 
Mad  twice,  uid  ecaumitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Coounittee  on  the  Public 
Liands,  made  a  r^rt  on  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Illinois,  respecting  the 
title  to  the  laud  upon  which  their  seat  of  gorern- 
ment  is  located,  aocompajued  with  a  biU  eonfirm- 
ing  the  location  of  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  aad  for  other  purposes ;  which  ; 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Van  Renssilaeb,  from  the  Committee  tm 
Military  Affi^  reported  a  bill  Bupplemeatary  to 
"An  aet  relating  to  the  rauiom  of  Ameriean  cap- 
tives of  the  bte  war whidi  was  read  tvket  ud 
««uDitted  to  a  Conunittee  of  the  Whole. 


Jaxoabt,  UBU. 


Mr.  FoLLBB,  frcan  the  CwHBtotee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  incoiponite  the  United 
States  Naral  Fraternal  Aaeocntiou  Sa  the  relief 
of  the  families  of  deceased  o&eeny  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  cMuaitted  the  hill 
for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizeas  of  Baltimore. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Rhba, 

Reaehed,  Tbat  the  CenmHtee  on  PeaaiMW  aad 
RevolntionaTy  Claboa  be  inatnioted  to  isqaiie  iato  Ae 
expediency  of  aamndBtg,  for  a  limiled  tiota^  eo  mndi 
<^  an  act,  entitled  "  An  aet  making  faxtbts  Breriaioii 
tot  the  sopport  of  public  eredit,  uad  tut  tin  nomptteb 
of  tho  poUie  debt,"  paaaed  tbe  3d  of  Mareb,  17W; 
and  ao  nach  of  tbe  act,  entitled  *'Ab  aet  napectiag 
loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  indenta  •£ 
interest,  and  tbe  aafuDded  and  registered  debt,  cred- 
ited on  the  books  of  the  Ttescury,"  passed  the  IMl 
day  of  Jnoe,  1796,  as  bus  from  settlement  or  aUew- 
ance,  oertificatea,  ooramoniy  called  loan  office  and  taal 
•ettlemest  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stobrs,  theHouse  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  sulunitted  by  him  yester- 
day, and  the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  district  court  in  the  Qortbem 
distri^  a(  New  York,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Spbauer  laid  before  the  House  a  leHs 
from  the  Governor  the  State  of  Pennsylraiia, 
enclosing  an  authentic  return  of  the  election  of 
Damibl  Ubrib,  as  a  Reprearatative  of  thai  Staie 
in  this  House,  to  serve  in  the  rocm  of  Joseph 
Hioter,  resigned ;  which  was  referred  to  theCon- 
mittee  of  Elections. 

An  engrossed  resolution  to  suspend  the  reeroiU 
ing  service  for  a  limited  time,  was  read  the  tlnrd 
time,  and  passed. 

Tne  following  bills  passed  through  Committees 
d  tbe  Whole,  in  suocession,  viz :  The  bill  for  the 
rdief  of  Jacob  Hunsangn;  the  b^  eztmdiBg  the 
time  for  issuing  and  looatisf  land  vrarrants  to 
officers  and  scddieis  of  the  Revoluticmary  vrar; 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  location  of  land  vrairaati, 
and  the  issuing  of  patents  in  certain  cases ;  Vbit 
bill  for  the  reUef  of  James  Brady;  the  bifi  &r  the 
relief  of  Joseph  McNiel;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Alexai^er  hGlne;  tbe  kll  for  the  relief  ^Lewii 
H.  Gueiiain :  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rod- 
riguez ;  the  biH  for  the  relief  of  Frucis  B.  Lmf- 
gwlle ;  the  bill  ibr  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Da- 
verge.  And  the  said  bills  were  all  ordered  to 
eiun-ossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  -engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  fiunily  of 
the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Peny.  and  for  the  eduoft- 
ti(m  of  his  children  at  the  pumic  charge,  vaa  nad 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  BraosBR  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  n 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  sufasequeDtly  varied 
his  motioa  so  far  as  to  move  its  rcoMnmitBieot  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiair%  with  a  view  10 
iaoorpoiate  the  ameadment  yesterday  proposed  by 
Mr.  HAKDia,  or,  failing  in  that,  to  reinstate  the 
aUommce  of  tiixee  Inndred  and  thir^  dollan  id 
the  mothtt  of  Commodore  P«ry,  which  vras  yit- 
terday  stricken  ont. 


Digitized  by  Google 


941 


HISTO&T  OF  GOKaBBSS. 


042 


Riffitive  Slava — Rtte  ArU — Misaowi. 


H.  ovR. 


Jandjuly,  1821. 


After  a  short  debate,  the  surtacu  fat  raxnnmit- 
ment  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  73  to  63,  aad  seat  to 
the  Senate  (ax  coocuneace. 

FUOmVE  SLATES. 

Among  the  papere  offered  during  the  presenta- 
tion of  menMmals  to-daf ,  was  the  following,  pre- 
tented  by  Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentocky : 

Wh«i«u  it  i»  r^pnaented  to  the  present  General 
Assembly  that  many  negzoee  and  penona  of  odor,  the 
pri^rty  of  chBene  of  this  Coniaioiiwealth*  have  es- 
caped from  their  lawful  owners  into  the  province  of 
Canada,  and  are  there  protected  from  recsptare  by  the 
subjects  of  His  Msjesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  re- 
sidinf  in  said  province  of  Canada :  And  whereas  the 
practice  of  concealing  and  coaoteiuuicuiB  sUves  that 
uus  escape  from  their  lavrfol  owners,  tends  greatly  to 
the  injury  of  the  people  of  this  State,  end,  if  perse- 
vered in,  may  lead  to  anhappy  eoBseqvaiGes  between 
die  amt^ectM  of  hb  said  M^je^'s  Government  and  die 
cttizens  of  the  United  States : 

Rtaohed,  there/art.  That  it  is  the  opioioo  and  de- 
sire of  the  present  General  Assembly,  that  the  Gov- 
enmeat  ef  the  United  States  invite  the  etteotiDn  of 
the  British  Government  to  tlus  subject,  and,  if  jwaeti- 
cdde,  procure  tzrsngements  to  be  made,  on  the  part 
(tf  that  Govamment,  fat  the  restoration  of  such  fugi- 
tive ahivea  as  shall  haw  heretofine  ese^ed,  or  may 
boreeiter  eeeape,  fnm  thebr  lawful  ovmers,  (baiag 
eitiieni'of  the  Ibited  Slalee,)  into  any  itf  Ue  said 
If  qesty's  North  American  donunioBs.  And  the  Gov- 
ernor is  requested  to  transmit  to  Uie  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  eadi  of  the  Sonaton  and  Rep- 
lesentativeB  in  Congress  from  diis  State,  copies  of  the 
Inegeing  resolution. 

The  Spsakir  stated  that,  according  to  the  rules 
(tf  the  Hoose,  this  resohiiion  could  not  be  received, 
not  beiBg  "  addressed  to  the  House though  the 
subject  might  readily  be  Iwought  b^re  the  House 
in  a  di^ent  form.  Upon  which,  Mr.  B.  witfa- 
drerw  the  res(^«tion,  vnth  the  intention  of  pre- 
senting the  subject  to  the  House  in  a  ^fierent 
riiape. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OP  THE  FINE  ARTS. 
Mr.  Wood,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitimi  of 
Julia  P&ntou,  of  the  city  of  Philaddphia,  made 
(he  following  report,  which  was  ordoed  to  lie  on 
the  Uble: 

Tlut  the  petitioner  states  tbat,  having  from  early 
life  an  ardent  attadnnent  to  the  art  of  piinting,  she 
was  encouraged  by  the  approbation  of  intelligent  gen- 
tlemen, on  whose  judgmaot  she  relied,  to  caltivate  her 
talents  for  this  branch  of  the  fine  arts ;  that,  Ibr  this 
psupeee,  she  virited  Europe  to  inspect  the  WMla  of 
the  great  masters  of  the  art,  in  order  to  iminove  her 
taste  and  talents,  and  to  render  them  vrorthy  of  die 
eonsideretitm  of  ber  enlightened  ooantiymen;  dMt, 
while  these,  ahe  ^rad  no  pains  in  her  impfovement, 
voder  ^e  dtrectiea  ef  ^  first  artku  of  the  age. 

Anxious  diat  her  own  eovstiy  should  reap  ths 
fruits  of  ber  unprovement,  and  desirous  to  ounmem* 
(Mate  seme  of  its  dtstingu^ed  e^rants,  she  ssleded  as 
the  most  interestbg  snljeat  of  her  pendl  die  con- 
elalifir  seene  of  the  lato  «n,  end  baa,  with  great 
hhof  and  aaidni^,  aecenplished  an  cmblenatiad 


representation  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  which  sbe  now 
o&rs  to  the  eceeptance  of  Congress,  end  prays  Sm- 
sBch  remuneration  for  ber  perform  uice  as  tbe  desigii 
and  ueention  may,  in  their  eatimatioii,  be  worth. 

The  comouttee  are  net  inaensiUe  of  the  importanee 
of  the  fine  arts  in  the  scale  of  sodal  im|HDv«aaea^  er 
of  tbe  claim  those  who  eoltivate  them  have  upon  the 
public  manificence;  they  derive  moch  pteaanre  from 
ctwtemplating  the  progress  of  improvements  in  tfaa 
United  States,  and  are  happy  to  perceivo  the  cultiva- 
tion of  tbe  arts  that  contribute  to  the  embeUishmant  of 
society,  as  well  as  such  m  are  essential  to  its  welU 
beiag. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  fine  arts  not  onljr  serve 
to  amuse  and  please  as  the  evanescent  exertions  of 
rare  and  extraordinary  genius,  but  they  elevate  the 
mind,  puri^  ths  moni  feelings,  create  a  relish  fin 

Sure  and  tvSned  pleasures,  sod  diffuse  a  taste  for  kin- 
red  arts  and  improvements ;  they  serve  to  commem- 
orate importaot  eras  in  die  lUstory  of  nations,  to  pre- 
serve the  memory  of  distiogoished  citiieos,  and  to  in- 
spire incceediDg  sges  with  an  emulation  their  vir- 
tues ;  they,  in  efiect,  connect  the  past  with  the  pres- 
ent, and  thus  invigwate  public  spirit,  ke^  diva  a 
soiseof  nattenalhMur,  and  contribute  to  proMrtattw 
national  gloiy. 

Tbe  committee  cannot  behold  without  the  most 
{deasing  emotions  a  ftmale  fi>llow-oiti«n,  prunpted 
by  the  ardor  of  genins,  abandeoing  all  the  pUaanrable 
amasements  of  her  sex,  and  braving  the  dangers  of 
the  ocean  in  search  ef  the  aid  and  instruction  in  ibr- 
eign  regions  which  her  native  soil  did  not  aflbrd ;  and 
would  most  cheerfbUy  recommend  ber  productions  to 
the  patronage  of  Congress  did  they  concave  it  com- 
patible with  the  powers  of  Congress  to  afierd  it.  Or 
consistent  vrith  the  duty  thcrf  owe  their  country. 

Such  a  course  is,  indeed  not  without  precedent, 
bnt  tbe  committee  are  not  able  to  perceive  by  what 
article  of  the  Constitution  it  can  be  sastsined. 

A  government  without  restrirtion  doubtless  {ms- 
seates  powers  commensurate  with  svny  public  im- 
pteveaeat  Uiat  can  oontribnte  to  the  welfiws  or  glory 
of  a  nation ;  but  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  restricted  to  die  objerts  ammerated  hi  the  Gmili- 
tntioo,  and  the  committee  cannot  discovar  that  the 
eneearagament  of  the  fine  arts  is  among  the  nnuAer. 

ZndependenUy  of  thie  diffioulty,  the  committee  eea- 
ceive  that  the  pressure  of  the  times  and  the  exhaostsd 
state  of  the  Treasury  imperieualy  require  that  the 
public  buildings  shoiUd  be  com[deted  before  any  fur- 
ther ai^iiopriatien  is  made  for  their  embeilishmeat. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  following 
resotnden : 

St$ohed,  That  die  ptayar  of  die  pedttener  ao^X 
not  to  be  grantsd. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Edstis,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  and 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution : 

SUaoised,  by  the  SmaU  mnd  Houmc  of  Rt^rt$m- 
iativet  of  the  Untied  Staia  ^  Amtrua  in  Coagrm 

imentbUd,  and  it  it  herebjf  atdared.  That,  the  

day  of  next  ensuing,  tiie  State  of  Mivouri  shall 

be  adaiitled  into  the  Union  upon  an  Mual  footing  with 

I the  original  BtOee,  hi  all  ranaote  whatsoever :  Pre- 
vided,  ThatMBOshef  thaSnhsectwaof  dieSdar- 
tida  of  the  eaulltntion  of  said  Bute,  pesentad  to 
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Congren  »t  tb«  pment  Msnon,  u  makea  it  the  daly 
-of  the  Legiibtore  to  pan  raeh  kin  m  ahaU  be  oeces- 
Mty  "  to  prevent  free  negroee  and  malattoee  from 
eominf  to  and  MttUng  in  thb  State,  under  any  pretext 
wfaatMWTer,"  aha)),  on  or  before  that  day,  have  been 
-  npoDged  therefrom. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  E17BTI8  stated  the  objects  he  had  in  riew 
in  moving  this  resolution  to  be,  to  remove  the  only 
objection  which  he  had  to  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri iato  the  Union ;  to  give  facility  and  despatch 
to  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union,  and 
thereby  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  this  question 
ever  again  coming  before  Congress.  These  were 
his  ooly  motives,  and  he  had,  in  moving  the  reso- 
lution, acted  without  consulting  with  any  one  else. 
'Foreseeing  a  difficulty  in  prescril^og  the  mode  in 
which  the  amendment  might  be  mad^  he  bad  left 
that  a  question  for  separate  consideration,  in  order 
to  obtam  a  decision  on  the  principle  of  the  resoln- 
tion.  Having  introduced  the  resolution  with  a 
sense  of  doty,  should  it  not  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  House,  he  should  be  oitirely  satis- 
fied with  having,  in  proposing  it,  performed  what 
he  believed  to  be  his  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ecbtis  the  blanks  in  the 
resolution  were  filled  with  the  first  of  October  next. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution,  in 
order  to  take  up  that  from  the  Senat^  under  the 
impression  that  doiug  so  would  facilitate  a  final 
decision  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Lowndes  suggested  that  in  all  probability 
nothing  would  be  gained  by  this  course,  as  the 
sanw  question  now  before  the  Hotise  might,  and 
probauy  would  be,  brotwht  up  by  a  motion  to 
amend  the  reeolve  in  the  Senate. 

The  moUon  to  postpone  was  negatired. 

No  debate  arising— ^ 

The  Chairman  pat  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
resolution,  and  it  was  n^tired  hf  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Tne  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
decision  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  put  the  question  on  agreeiDg  to 
the  amendments  made  in  Committee,  (by  filung 
the  blanks  in  the  resolution.) 

It  being  objected  that  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee had  been  to  r^'ect  the  resolution — 

The  Speaker  decided  that  no  committee,  whe- 
ther select  or  of  the  Whole  House,  has  the  power 
of  rejecting  any  bill  or  resolution  referred  to  it. 
Bilb  and  resolutions  are  referred  to  committees  to 
be  discussed  and  amended  or  not,  and  not  to  be 
a^eed  to  or  rejected  in  fmn,  though  sometimes 
virtually  rejected  by  striking  out  their  vital  parts.* 


*  "  If  it  be  a  paper  referred  to  them,  (a  committee, 
whether  select  or  of  the  whole,)  tbey  proceed  to  put 
questions  of  amendment,  if  proposed,  bat  no  final 
qaeationa  on  the  whole ;  because  all  parts  of  the  paper, 
having  been  sd(^ted  by  the  House,  stand  of  course, 
unless  sitend  or  atraA  out  by  a  vote.  Even  if  th^ 
are  opposed  to  the  whole  paper,  and  think  it  cannot 
be  made  good  by  smendmrnita,  they  caanof  r^eet  ii, 
bat  must  report  it  baek  to  die  House  witboat  amead- 
nants,  and  there  make  their  oMMirition." 


The  decision  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Randolpe, 
Mr.  Barbodr,  and  Mr.  Cobb,  but  justified  by  ftfr. 
Sergeant,  and  in  part  at  least  by  Mr.  Lowhsbb. 
In  the  end,  however,  no  appeal  was  taten  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  the  amendments 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole— 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  resolu- 
tion be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  7  and  de- 
termined m  the  negative— yeas  6.  nays  14&  as 
follows : 

YxAs—Messn,  Baldwin,  Enstis,  HII),  UtUe,  Smift 
of  Maryland,  sod  Stevens. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  ef 
Mwsachusfltts,  Allen  of  New  Tork.  AUen  of  Ten* 
nessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Ardier  of 
Virgiuia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barboar,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field,  Boden,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bnffum,  Burton, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisi- 
ana, Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Ctagett,  Clark,  Clav, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cul- 
peper,  Cushman,  Cutbbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  Da- 
vidBon,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwsids 
ofConnecttent,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Fish- 
er, Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Puller,  Gorham,  Gray,  Gross 
of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyun,  Rack- 
ley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  CaroUna,  Har- 
din, Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hostetter, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kinsey,  Kinsiej, 
Latbrop,  Lincoln,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  McGuUoogh,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Blalluy,  Hardiand,  Mags,  MeteaU^ 
Montgomeiy,  R.  Moore,  8.  Hooro.  T.  L.  Moore^  Mor^ 
ton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Maesacbn- 
setta,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  iif  Mas. 
Bachosetts,  Psriier  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  nuison, 
Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rando^  Rankin,  Reid, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robert- 
son, Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  6haw, 
Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smhh 
of  North  Carolina,  Sonthard,  Stons,  Street,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tompkina, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Walker,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Whitman,  William  of 
Virginia,  and  Wood. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

After  a  pause — 

Mr.  Clav  rose,  and  gave  notice,  that,  if  no 
other  gentleman  made  any  motion  on  the  subject, 
he  should  on  the  day  after  to-morrow  move  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  £e 
Union,  to  take  into  consideration  the  molution 
from  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  Missouri. 


Thdrsdat,  January  25. 
Mr.  Anoerboh,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  respecting  pre- 
emption rights,  referred  to  them  on  the  llth  in- 
stant j  which  was  r«id,  and  the  resolution  thcrda 
submitted  was  conconed  in  by  the  House  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  die  meniOTialirtB 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Smith,  ttf  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wajn  and  Means,  to  wnieh  was  reeommittcd 


Digitized  by 


945 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


946 


Oeet^KOion  of  the  Coittmbia  Rim: 


H.OPR. 


the  bill  to  aathorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  transfer  certain  balances  of  appropriationa  to 
the  sarplus  fund,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment; which  was  read,  and,  t(^ther  with  the 
bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hunsinger "An 
act  for  extending  the  time  of  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Rerolutionary  army;"  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  McNeil ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alex- 
ander Milne  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis 
H.  Guerlain "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Rodriguez ;"  "An  act  to  regulate  the  location  of 
laud  warrants,  and  issuing  Mitents  in  certain 
cases ;"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Frances  B.  Lan- 
goille ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Brady 
and  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Bartholomew  Du- 
verge;"  were  aererally  read  a  third  time,  and 


OCCUPATION  OP  THE  COLUMBIA  RIVEK. 

Mr.  Floyd,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  19th  ultimo  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of 
the  settlements  on  the  Pacific  Ocean^  and  into  the 
expediency  of  occupying  the  Columbia  rirer,  made 
a  detailed  report,  accompanied  with  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  occupation  oi  the  Columbia  river,  and 
to  regulate  the  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes 
within  the  United  States  and  territories  thereof; 
which  bill,  by  leare  of  the  House,  was  reported, 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  commtttM  to  whom  wu  relarred  tha  reiola- 
UoD  of  the  iMi  of  Deetmber,  18M,  to  inquire  into 
tha  mtoition  ofthe  MtUement  upon  tbePaeUe  oeeau, 
and  the  expediency  of  ocenj^iD^  the  Columbia  rirer, 
report:  That  they  bare  carefnlly  examined  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them,  and,  from  every  eoosideration 
wtuch  they  bsTe  been  able  to  bestow  upon  it,  belieTc, 
from  the  usage  of  all  oationa,  previous  and  aubsequeat 
to  the  diacovery  of  America,  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  a  veiy  large  portion  of  the  coast  of  the  Pa- 
cifie  ocean  to  be  well  fouadad;  nor  have  they  been 
aUe  to  ascertain  that  any  oUmt  Oeremnunt  than 
Spain  has  made  claim  to  any  part  of  it,  fiwn  Cape 
Horn  to  the  dxtiath  degree  of  umA  latitude. 

When  this  continent  was  first  made  known  to  Eu* 
rope,  by  Uie  bold  and  enterpiiaing  genioe  of  Christo- 
pher C^umbua,  it  seemed  for  a  long  time  conceded 
that  the  Spanish  monarchy,  which  alone  coold  be  pre- 
vailed opon  to  listen  to  his  plans  and  propoaitions,  waa 
most  entitled  to  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  sae- 
eessfitl  issue  of  his  undertaking.  Though  Fwrdinaad 
and  babella,  who,  al  that  lime,  filled  the  throoe  of 
that  oonntiy,  not  rest  their  tide  upon  the  tadtcon- 
■ent  of  other  naUoos,  or  even  upon  their  armies  or 
fleet,  whidi  vraa,  at  that  period,  formidable,  and  well 
provided ;  bat,  instructad  by  the  examine  of  tha  Por- 
togaeee,  who  had  obtained  a  grant  for  all  connbiea 
east  of  the  Azores,  from  pole  to  pole,  they  obtained  a 
aimilar  grant  from  the  Roman  Pontiff  of  all  the  tenri< 
tories  they  wished  to  occupy  west  of  the  same  point, 
as  tha  sopMstition  of  the  thaaa  eenfened  on  htm  a 
f^ht  of  dominion  over  all  tha  kingdoms  of  tha  earth. 
Thus,  in  Yiitae  of  his  power,  aa  tha  vieir  and  repre- 
•antative  ol  Jaaua  Ghrisi,  did  Alexandar  TI.,  in  1488, 


grant  to  Uie  Crown  ot  Spain,  in  AlU  right,  all  &e 
countries  iuhabited  by  iafldeU,  whh^  they  had  or 
should  discover. 

Enormous  as  the  power  was,  which  the  Popea  then 
exercised,  it  was  recognised  and  submitted  to  by  the 
moaarchs  of  that  day,  and  cMisidned  as  having  veatsd 
in  Spsio  a  title  which  they  deemed  eompleldy  ralidf 
and  authorised  her  to  extend  her  discoveries  and  es- 
tablieh  her  dominion  over  a  great  portion  of  the  new 
world.  The  Spanish  Crown,  aa  well  as  individnelt, 
the  subjects  of  that  Power,  continued  to  fit  out  ships 
for  voyages  of  discovery,  and,  in  the  space  of  a  few 
years,  bad  visited  various  parts  of  the  coast  of  Amer> 
ica,  from  (he  Golf  of  Mexico,  to  many  degrees  aonth 
of  the  oquinoetid  line,  takiiv  possession,  according  to 
the  eostom  of  Uiat  day,  in  tha  name  ot  the  Spanvh 
King.  Nor  was  theb  laal  for  diseovery  confioed  to 
the  Atlantic  shore  alone ;  partiee,  nndw  daring  and 
enterprisinK  leaders,  penetrated  far  into  the  interior  of 
the  continent,  and  eren  to  the  ahores  of  the  Padfie 
ocean,  wresting  hj  violence  the  rich  Empires  of  Pern 
and  Mexico  from  the  peaceful  and  legitimate  sever* 
eigne  who  reigned  over  them,  and  annexed  them  to 
the  Crown  of  Spain,  by  the  tri^e  title  of  conquest 
diaeovery,  and  the  grant  of  the  Pope. 

Bo  well  satisfied  do  the  test  of  Eutope  aeem  to  have 
been  of  tha  rights  of  Spain,  derived  from  'auch  high 
authority,  that  Uiey  permittad  her  to  progrees  unmo- 
lested in  her  career  of  discovery  and  conquest  for 
many  yeara,  until  she  had  acquired  the  undisputed 
possession  of  most  of  the  Atlantic  coast  of  South 
America,  and  the  whole  shore  of  the  Pacific,  as  high 
as  the  northern  extremity  of  California,  anil,  a«  they 
afiSrmed,  after  the;  came  in  posseesion  of  Louisiana, 
to  a  point  fu  to  the  northward  of  that. 

Though  discoveries  were  frequeiUly  made  of  ooun- 
trtea  among  the  mart  beautifiil  and  fertile,  where  na- 
ture seemed  to  invite  tiietndaitryef  mantotiweinqy- 
ment  of  luxuriant  abundance,  yet  none  seemed  to 
arrest  the  attention  of  either  Oovamment  or  peiq>Ie, 
hot  those  which  contained  the  precious  metals ;  this 
morbid  thirst  for  gold  may  be  the  cause  why  no  set- 
tlements were  mads  north  of  California,  as  no  metal 
of  that  description  is  beUevad  to  bo  found  in  that 
region. 

About  this  lima  it  became  the  intonst  of  the  Biitirii 
Crown  to  think  difiinently  on  the  subject  of  religioa 
from  the  See  of  Rome,  and,  separating  entirely  from 
it,  awumed  the  right  of  annexing  to  their  Crown  all 
the  territories  discovered  by  their  subjects,  and  of  b»- 
■towing  them  by  charter  iipon  individuals.  To  this 
end,  grants  were  issued  by  Elisabeth  in  the  year  1678 
and  1584,  the  one  to  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  the  other 
to  Sir  Waiter  Raleigh,  which  were  limited  to  a  certain 
number  of  leagues,  but  theae  iasued  in  1600,  1608  sad 
161 1,  by  James  L,  in  the  charteis  for  Virginia,  were  de- 
clared to  embrace  the  whole  extent  of  country  frmn 
thirty-four  to  fbrty-five  degrees  of  north  latitude,  ex* 
tending  from  aea  to  sea,  always  excepting  the  territo- 
ries of  any  Christian  Prince  or  people. 

It  is  believed  that  when  these  charters  were  granted 
by  the  Mooarchs  of  England,  they  were  not  well 
prized  of  the  extent  of  oountiy  they  were  giving 
away,  but  from  thsir  reeervations,  in  regard  to  the  title 
of  Christian  Princes  or  pe^le,  tluy  were  appriiad  of 
tha  title  of  Sptia  upon  the  western  oeean,  though  ml 
infiNrmed  of  tts  extent;  asitisaridsntfimi  tha  wards 
Christian  and  infidel  often  occuiring,  both  in  ttte  ehar- 
tors  of  the  Honardis  and  die  bolls  of  the  Pope,  tha 


Digitized  by  Google 


U7  HISTORT  OF  COKORESS.  948 

H.  OF  R.  Oceupatitm  of  th4  CohmUa  Riner.  Jamtiabt,  1821. 


togilkiate  wavtrngat,  u  w^l  upaoplsof  thif  oonntry, 
ia  thmt  daj,  were  conndered  u  poeieMuig  bo  right*. 
With  whatever  care  they  avoidea  colliaioiu  with  each 
ether  reepectiBg  territory  which  might  [wvduce  a  war 
with  a  Power  eqvally  ■killed  in  the  miliUry  art  with 
Aaneelrea,  they  wan  not  aaapnloua  in  jiapoaamiBg 
Iba  nati*ee  of  both  Amerieaa  of  Uuir  oonntiy,  all  of 
wbem  w«io  aa  teave,  aa  generona,  and  mafnaniimiu 
m  tkama^TC*,  and  aeme  of  whom  aa  &r  a<bnuiced  tn 
dvilisation  mi  the  arta  of  peaoe,  though  not  profeae- 
ing  to  be  Chriatiaiia,  or  akiUed  in  nr. 

The  opiniou  of  Europe  undergoing  anoiher  dunge 
Vftm  the  evl^eet  of  diaoovertM  in  unknown  regiona, 
mty  won  now  ledaeod  to  a  OMre  definite  and  reaeoas- 
UeexlMU^  cooMfWDlty,  io  a  few  yeara^  a  tUrd  Bode 
•fahtaining  territeiy  came  tobeadoutladbyyias  ttw 
haaiB  on  which  ih^  oooldaaAI^re^tea  joatdaiMioa 
af  their  daiout  ahmrid  diffieohiea  ^eaent  themeelvaa ; 
and  one  which,  to  a  nodeiate  eztmt.  gave  to  all  na< 
tiaua  the  benefit  of  their  own  labora.  By  thia  nie, 
too,  all  the  territory  thaa  acqoired  waa  Teatcd  in  the 
State  rather  than  the  Crown,  which  Spaniafa  jaria- 
pradonce,  ander  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  aeemed  to 
aonaider. 

Hence,  the  Power  which  diaeovered  a  coantry  waa 
Mlthled  to  the  whole  extent  of  aoil  watered  by  the 
i^nga  of  the  princmal  river  or  water  coarae  paiaing 
tbronfth  it,  mnidtS  there  waa  lenlement  nude,  or 
poaaeinon  taken,  with  Ae  oaosl  AmnaUtiei,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  GoTemmeat  to  whom 
tfie  individoal  owed  allegiance.  Though  the  udt 
osnaent  of  all  seemed  to  yield  the  aovereignty  from  aea 
to  aea,  where  no  settlement  or  ezpreaa  pmaeaaion  waa 
had  of  an  intermediate  coantry ;  and  anch  right  was 
held  good  to  the  whole  extent,  bat  not  wholly  con- 
taned  until  anodMr  aettlemoat  waa  made  at  a  dia- 
tinet  point  upon  ths  aana  tarritory  beyond  the  watw 
•f  the  flnl,  «ao  diiataat  ae  not  nMnifcally  to  encroadi 
npen  the  eatabUduBenta  of  the  coaet;  oUier  Powera, 
though,  might  avail  tbemaelvea  of  the  fulnre  of  the 
firat  to  occupy  another  piweipal  atream,  or  diatant 
point,  and  become  thereby  reated  with  a  full  right  of 
aavareignty.  This  eeeaM  to  have  baon  the  condition 
tf  America  antil  Uie  oloaa  of  the  war  of  1812 ;  nnce 
which  time  all  treaties  have  yielded  to  the  different 
Powwa,  in  Ml  right,  all  Iheydaimadl,  either  by  aettle- 
Mnt,  or  ftOB  the  failnra  ef  ethera  to  occupy  the 
priadpal  atreama  when  they  might  do  ao.  There  ia 
Mw  no  longer  territory  to  be  obtained  by  aattloment 
or  diacovery;  and  if  there  ahoidd  be  any  difionky,  it 
will  be  where  the  diflbroat  limha  of  the  mfiarent  Pow* 
en  shaH  be  fixed. 

Imprened  vriA  a  belief,  tiiat,  trader  this  mode,  val- 
uable poeeeaaiona  might  be  added  to  tho  French  mon- 
aidiy,  it  ia  presamed  Sienn  Johet  and  Kfarqaette 
penebated  the  unknown  wildemeaa  from  Canada,  and 
oboovsred  the  Miaatsaip^  ao  long  ago  aa  the  year 
1S78,  and  ex^ofod  it  down  to  the  Arkanaas. 
hape,  etwonraged  by  Htnr  ancceae,  a  few  yeata  after, 
Hennefan  viaited  thoae  regions,  and  pursued  tiiat  river 
to  ita  month.  Hia  repreaentattona,  with  other  consid- 
aialionB,  two  yean  after,  iodoeed  H.  de  la  Salle  and 
M.  Tonti  to  deaceod  that  river  irUh  a  conaideiaUe 
fince  to  the  Gulf  of  Mextoo,  and  Uay  are  believed  to  have 
bgitt  the  fort  during  thai  trip,  the  bricks  and  other 
MoaiM  of  wUdi  am  now  to  be  aaan  Mt  the  firat  high 
SMmd  on  tha  weet  aide  of  the  Bfisaiasippi,  below  the 
month  af  the  WUiaiinr. 

After  tUa  petkd,  io  IMfi^  H.  da  la  SaUe,  being  on 


hia  return  from  Franee,  Iwded  on  the  weat  aide  ef  ft« 
Rio  Colorado,  in  the  bay  of  St.  Beroaril,  and  planted 
a  considerable  oolony  thete^  taking  poaseaaion,  in  dne 
and  M>l«mn  form,  io  the  name  of  the  French  King. 
Such  were  the  discovcrieB  which  gave  to  Franco  the 
countiy  called  Loniaiaaa,  from  tha  Rio  Grande  del 
Norte,  being  the  next  great  river  to  the  weat  of  that 
settlement,  along  the  monntaina  of  Mexico  and  Spain 
weat,  aa  the  western  iimila,  and  Caiifornia  as  the  east- 
era  boundary.  That  Fiance,  and  all  other  nattom 
intereated  in  ita  boundary,  conaidered  it  in  the  eane 
li^t,  ia  aaoertained  in  variona  ways,  to  the  convtetioB 
of  the  moat  incredulous. 

In  conaequence  of  these  settlements  and  diacove- 
riaa  uf  the  French,  Xiouia  XIV.  granted,  by  letters 
patent,  in  the  year  1713,  to  Anthiuiy  Crosat,  the  ei- 
clnaive  commerce  of  dMt  country,  and  definaa  ila 
boottdary,  declaring  Uiat  it  compfrimida  tM  laada, 
ooesta,  and  ialaoda,  situated  in  the  Qalf  of  Mexico,  be- 
tween Carolina  on  the  east,  and  Old  and  New  Mexico 
on  the  weat  The  French  title  to  these  boundariaa  ia 
further  established  by  the  Chevalier  de  Cbampigny, 
vrho  Hved  in  the  country,  and  declarea  Louisiana  to 
extend  to  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  and  the  monn- 
taina of  Mexico.  This  aj^eacs  to  be  the  i^Hnion  td 
other  writara,  mho,  it  ia  preaomedt  had  the  moat  intn 
mate  knowledge  the  aulgect,  and  among  them  vre 
find  that  intdligent  atataaman,  the  Coant  do  Ver- 
gennea,  in  a  work  entitled  an  Hiatorical  and  Potitteal 
Memoir  of  Louiaiane,  where  be  aaya,  it  ia  bounded  by 
Florida  on  the  east,  and  by  Mexico  on  the  weat.  Tfan 
same  extent  ia  assigned  to  it  by  Don  Antonio  de  Ai- 
cedo,  an  officer  of  Irigh  rank  in  the  aervioe  of  Spain, 
entitled  "  Diecionario  Geografieo  Hiatorieo  de  las 
dias  Ocddentalea  e  America."  Don  Thoaaa  JLapA, 
geographer  to  Hm  King  of  Spain*  in  a  map  pnbliuad 
in  176S,  ia  of  the  turn  opigdan,  wUeh  ia  annpoited 
by  Ae  opinion  of  Da  Idila,  af  the  Bofd  Aoadamy  wf 
Paris,  in  the  year  17S2. 

Upon  the  teatimoay  of  so  many  reapeotaUo  wriltn, 
many  of  whom  were  in  the  employment  of  both  Franoa 
and  Spain,  not  to  mention  the  authority  of  Da  ftats, 
it  is  believed  &o  United  Statea  may  with  salety  rely, 
they  having,  by  the  Treaty  of  Paria  of  1603,  become 
pos sealed  of  the  French  title.  I(  howevw,  there  ex* 
lata  any  obsearity  in  the  boundary  of  that  proviaeo, 
Spain,  with  whom  it  is  aiqipoaed  the  title  eMwieta,  has 
no  right  to  claim  any  banent  ariaing  from  it,  aa  all  ^ 
writers  and  geographefa  abore  referred  ta  agiaa  in 
ftuDg  Mexico,  New  Spain,  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norta^ 
and  the  monntains  of  Mexico,  aa  the  true  boundaiy 
anterior  to  the  taeaty  of  17M.  If  she,  then,  by  trnaty, 
obtained  from  Franee  that  couitfy,  with  Uieae  limita, 
aa  aaserted  by  France,  aad  different  ones  not  bauog 
stipulated  for  by  her,  aha  casnot  now,  with  any 
dtadow  of  justice  propoae  otiiera.  Moraover,  Spain, 
by  the  Tiaaty  of  St.  Udafaw^  retmedad  thia  auM 
eoontry  to  Franoa,  with  the  aamo  axtant  of  baupdary 
it  had  when  originally  in  hw  paaaeaainn,  tbeiahy  oob> 
filming  to  Franca,  wilhoBt  donbt,  all  she  originaUy 
claimed,  partiealariy,as  no  Botioe  is  there  tajten  of  Uw 
invalidity  of  the  original  French  title  to  the  fiill  «xtMt 
of  their  daim;  at  all  eventa,  it  ia  believed,  if  Uure  was 
difficulty  in  regnd  to  it,  during  this  last  transfer 
woold  have  been  the  time  to  ad^ast  it ;  or,  by  the  Uar 
of  nationa,  it  ia  tjionght,  aa  weU  aa  eaadoc  and  gand 
AiiUi,  aha  haa  not,  or  oo^t  not,  to  be  pesii^ad  laia- 
aiat  apoa  other  bovndariaa.  That  law,  in  ana  flMe, 
dedaria,  that  •*  if  (ha  patty  making  tkara  (lawning 
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fnBU  or  cewMHi*]  fnl»  to  axpnu  himself  cleariy  mai 
plainly,  it  is  the  worse  for  him ;  be  cannot  be  allowed 
to  introdace,  labseqnentl;,  restrictions  which  be  has 
not  expressed." 

It  is  proper,  before  this  part  of  the  sobject  is  passed 
«ver,  to  remaik»  that^  from  the  axaiBinatioa  of  the 
best  raeords  of  the  times,  from  the  discorerj  of  Ame> 
liea  until  the  year  1763,  the  boll  of  the  Foot  rather 
gnTB  a  title  to  the  coaatrr,  the  coast  of  woich  had 
been  examined  by  the  Spaniards,  than  confirmed,  be- 
yond the  participation  other  nations,  the  hemis* 
phere  west  of  the  Azores ;  bnt,  where  an  extensive 
coast  had  been  disooTered  by  them,  and  no  settlement 
attempted  prenoos  to  1763,  that  coast,  and  itaex- 
toiidea  intetin,  his  been  considered  the  propert^j  of 
the  natkm  so  discovering  it;  or  dttcovering  the  interior, 
the  anoGcapied  coasts  becomes  a  part. 

Great  BrkaiUf  as  wu  her  interest*  maintaioed  fbr  a 
img  tine  the  M  notion  ttf  a  right  to  gnmt  by  chuter 
■II  Uw  ooBDtnea  fiein  aea  to  aea,  where  it  did  not  ia* 
toAie  with  the  temtoiy  of  any  Chriatian  Prince  or 
people ;  and  her  t^tin^  adherence  to  that  qralem  is 
otnnidered  ae  largriy  eontribatitig  to  tlie  production  of 
the  warof  17&6,  -wmk  she  was  opposed  by  Franceand 
^nia,  aa  granting  away  almost  all  Msxico  and  the 
neneh  pesaessiona,  both  elaimiag  arach  of  the  inter- 
mediate ewutiy,  and  the  eooat  of  the  Pacific.  Great 
MtBCtat  Ae  ekM  of  that  war,  abandoud  her  p» 
te— ie— ,  and  gave  ■anUsatatiBM  of  her  aincai^t  by 
iwvdting  the  first  chart«r  gnnted  to  Georgia,  and  in 
the  Moond,  in  1764,  Uorited  it  to  the  Miastssii^i,  and 
•gioed,  in  1768,  to  limit  her  whole  territory  to  that 
liver  in  the  west. 

Where  territory  has  been  acqnired,  as  already  sbawn, 
upon  any  coast,  and  the  same  ooast  is  actually  settled,  or 
•camMod  by  aiutthar  Powar,  at  such  a  distODce  aa  not 
■inifrillj  to  enenadinpoB  the  fint,  the  point  eqaidii>> 
Hat  from  eitim  b  eonslunwl  na  the  atmoot  limiks  of 
«ndi.  Thia  piiadfAs,  it  ia  believed,  was  fixed  and  set- 
tled by  all  tbe  most  importait  treaties  wluch  hoTe 
engaged  the  Pewem  of  Borope  in  a&irs  appertaining, 
in  any  way,  to  possessions  in  tins  oennt^,  and,  it  is 
believed,  w»  acted  opm  and  aanctionod,  not  only  by 
the  tretty  of  ITItS,  bat,  in  aeme  meaanre,  by  that  of 
Utrecht,  in  1718. 

Spam,  by  virtae  of  her  original  £seoveiy,  and  actual 
settlement  in  Mexico,  together  with  her  title  to  Lon- 
ifliana,  claimed  the  PaeUio  coast  oS  North  Aneiiea,  as 
high  up  aa  the  aixtiedi  degree  of  north  latitude ;  and, 
to  ^iHce  ha  dmm,  in  Ae  year  1789,  amt  a  liup  of 
mwK  wp  the  ooast  to  c^tore  or  drive  from  llkoee  we- 
tera  several  JBngltsh  vesaela  fitted  oat  in  the  Eaat 
In^ea  by  English  merchants,  upon  thcor  own  autho> 
rity,  and  at  their  own  risk,  to  trade  with  the  natives 
in  that  qaarter.  This  servioe  was  performed  by  Mar- 
ttnei^  of  Ha*  CathoUc  Mqeaty's  navy ;  and,  in  the 
year  1799,  became  the  Hd^oct  of  a  meaaage  from  the 
British  Ki^  to  has  ParfiameDb  Akhoagh  much  debate 
•Biued,  and  some  xaseBtment  was  axj^esaed  towards 
Spain  Sot  her  treatment  of  the  Britiab  subjecte  who 
ware  made  prisonera,  yet  no  claim  was  alleged  on  the 
part  ofEngUnd  to  territory  there.  Great  Britain,  in 
tlu  course  of  thiU  transaetion,  seems  to  have  lecog- 
niaed  the  claim  of  ^»ain,  and  was  wUling  to  treat  fin- 
the  enjoyment  of  jmvilegea  on  that  ooaa^  whii^  she 
obtained,  and  was,  by  atipolalaoM^  invesMd  with  the 
fhitber  right  to  fidi  oven  aa  low  down  the  Gulf  of 
OattbiMa. 

Tbo  S^niah  monareh*  beag  in  poswminii  9i  the 


French  title,  regardless  of  that  which  the  United  States 
had  obtained,  according  to  tbe  mode  last  adopted,  felt 
great  confidence  in  hia  negotiations  with  the  British 
Government,  in  the  year  1790.  But  tbe  territory,  the 
title  to  which  gave  that  eonfideoce,  haa  sinc^  by  tbe 
Treaty  of  Paris,  come  into  the  posaassion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  It  ia  believed  the  Treaty  of  8t  Ildetonse 
confirmed  to  France  the  fall  extont  of  bonndaiy  ori- 
^ally  claimed,  Spain  t^ing  no  notice  of  die  original 
error,  if  any  existed. 

Under  this  view  of  the  case,  the  United  8tatea»  beinf 
poaaessed  of  the  title  of  France,  and,  by  a  Joat 
cation  of  ^bo  law  of  nations,  that  of  Spun  loo,  if  die 
ever  had  any,  leaves  them  the  undisputed  soveiwgnty 
of  that  coast,  from  tbe  sixtieth  degree  of  north  latitude 
down  to  th»ty-six,  which  iabeliewd  tobe  theattnattan 
of  the  moaBtaias  of  Mexico,  aUnded  to  in  aU  tbe  au- 
thors and  eharta  before  referred  to.  If,  however,  there 
ahonld  remain  m  doiA^  that  doubt  is  reliavod  bf  •  hC- 
erenee  to  the  snbot^sato  principle  reeogniied  by  the 
IWtiea  of  Uteedit  and  Paris,  in  17<a  When  wo 
know  that  all  &e  fbnaaltties  deemed  necessary  in  tbe 
possession  e£  a  newly  discovered  eoiMry  have  bean 
complied  wiUi  on  the  part  of  the  Un^  Stetos ;  that, 
in  the  year  1785^'^,  an  eatabliahment'  was  made  at 
the  mooth  of  the  Columbia  river,  by  Mr.  Hendrids, 
the  fall  and  enlira  benefit  of  whoee  oeorage,  eater- 
prise,  and  sncceea,  aaagltato  thia  Unim ;  and  that  atn 
lalor  day,  in  ISOS,  Meaarh  Lewia  and  Claris,  in  oxeenU 
ing  the  desires  «l  tins  Govemmei^  again  virited  the 
Colambia  and  the  Waatem  ocean,  twdve  nulea  fnat 
which  tiiey  built  Fort  Clotoop,  yet  to  be  saan — thaaa 
establiahaaents  made  by  the  United  States,  not  so  near 
the  eettlomente  ofGalififfinia  as  maniftatly  to  encroach 
«pon  them,  entitle  them  to  the  whole  country  north 
«f  OolaniUa  river.  And,  in  qiplyiog  the  ^neiple 
kBowB  to  govern  in  such  tamt,  tha  pmnt  oqnidiitaat 
from  the  Spaaisli  acted  aattlemeats  and  tbe  mo«A  of 
that  river  ia  tbe  troe  point  at  which  a  luie  drawn 
separatnig  the  two  oonntries  should  eommenoe.  The 
actual  selilemeale  of  Spsin  are  beheved  to  have  been, 
at  that  time,  upon  tiie  Colorado  of  California,  in  lati* 
tade  SS"  north;  but,  even  s^x)ung  the  peiidtobe 
the  extreme  aonth  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  bdteved  to  b«  86°,  then  the  line  oi  aapara- 
tioa  woidd  fMl  at  41^  And,  if  a^danbt  aioao  aa  to 
the  daim  of  Om  United  «tatee  to  Oe  fidi  Mlaatof 
the  Spamsh  title,  t»  the  nortii  of  Fort  Clolaop,  so  high 
as  60  degrees  (tfUtitnde,  tStare  coold  remmn  no  dmbt 
as  far  as  ths  eqnidtstaat  pmt,  which  woaU  be  at  tike 
completion  of  the  68d  d^ree  of  latitude,  len^ng  «s 
twelve  degrees  of  ooast  on  that  ocean. 

From  every  infbrmation  that  can  be  obtained,  worthy 
to  be  relied  upon,  our  coast  on  the  Pacific,  tor  years 
past,  baa  been  tbe  theatre  of  much  individaal  entor- 
prise,  stisalated  by  the  rich  returns  of  nameroas  whale 
shiM  and  the  great  profit  of  the  fiw  taado,  togethar 
wiui  the  flattering  aceoanls  of  Mmmb.  Lesria  and 
Ciarfc,  loUtive  to  tbe  reseorces  of  the  interior,  though 
no  regular  trade  oi  wdt  orpaiied  system  of  commerea 
existed  until  the  year  1810,  in  the  eratae  of  which 
year  a  veaiel  was  fitted  oat  in  tbe  city  (tf  New  York, 
well  supplied  with  provisions  and  seed  of  every  de> 
soription  necessary  in  a  permanent  occupation  of  the 
oeaat,  wbidi  they  contemplated.  Tttis  little  colony 
eonnatad  of  aa  luindirad  and  twen^  men  vriua  it  ar- 
rived in  the  Coloodria;  and  after  aacerteining  iti 
aonndings,  they  removed  some  miles  above  Fort  Clot- 
■of^  and  l^t  the  town  of  Aatoriti  where  a  portion  of 
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them  eultiTited  the  Mil,  whilst  the  othen  M^plgad  in 
tiie  fur  trade  with  the  nstiTei.  The  eoil  ww  fMod  to 
be  rich,  and  well  idapted  to  the  culture  of  til  the  qm- 
ftil  vei^etableB  foanil  in  any  part  of  the  United  Btatea ; 
ai  turoips,  potatoes,  ooioat,  rye,  wheat,  melona  of 
Tariooi  kinda,  cacnmbera,  and  every  apecies  of  peaae. 
In  the  eonrae  of  a  year  or  two,  it  waa  believed  thmr 
intcrait  woald  be  promoted  by  cnltivHtUiB  and  aaeat- 
ing  tho  lUeadahip  and  eonfidence  of  tiis  ti^wa  ishabtl- 
ing  the  wata?a  of  that  great  river ;  to  which  end,  the 
town  of  Astoria  was  maintained  by  about  thirty  men, 
whilst  the  rest  esUbltshed  themaelvea  at  five  other 
points,  to  become  fixed  atationa,  to  raise  their  own 
Togetablea,  trade  with  the  nativea,  and  receive  supplies 
of  merchandise  from  the  general  depot  of  Astoria,  and 
to  return  to  it  the  fniita  it  their  labor.  One  of  these 
rabordlnats  MtaMMimenta  appean  to  have  baea  at 
the  month  of  Lewia's  rivor;  onaat  Laotoa;  a  third  on 
the  Colombia,  six  handred  miles  from  the  ocean,  at 
the  cooflneQca  of  the  Wantana  river;  a  fourth  on  the 
eaatfork  of  Lewis's  river;  and  the  fifth  on  the  Mult- 
nomah. Thus  situated,  this  enterpriaiag  litUe  colony 
auoceeded  well  in  all  their  undertakings,  nor  met  with 
but  one  misfortune,  which  seemed  to  partake  largely 
of  that  kind  which  had,  for  a  loog  time,  ao  certainly 
and  BO  anwen,  baen  inflicted  upon  our  Wastaro  in- 
halntanli ;  this  was  the  loaa  of  the  Tonqnin,  a  veaael 
they  had  taken  firom  New  York,  whilst  trading  down 
the  coast,  where,  in  time  past,  she  had  been,  in  com- 
mon with  the  ships  of  some  European  Powers,  enjoy- 
ing the  friendship  and  confidence  of  the  nativea.  This 
eonfidence  had  by  some  means  been  destroyed,  and, 
whilst  they  induced  many  of  the  ahip's  company  to 
go  on  shore,  many  of  their  own  number  went  on  board 
the  ship,  and  inddraly  attacking  the  crew,  the  whole 
were  destroyed,  aa  well  as  the  TCsaef.  This,  though  a 
great  afflietioD  to  the  snnrivora  on  the  Columbia,  did 
not  dishearten  them,  aa  other  vessds  were  expected 
aoon  to  arrive,  and,  with  these  expectations,  they  con- 
tinued their  trade,  which,  becoming  profitable,  they 
weretheleasinelinedtoabaudon.  Buttheoperations  of 
the  war  of  1813,  which  took  place  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  were  destined  to  mar  their 
profferity.  That  Oovetitmnil,  it  ai^ara,  despatched 
a  veaael  of  war  called  the  Raccoon,  to  doatroy  or  poa- 
eess  Astoria,  which,  by  the  aanatance  of  the  Indians, 
influenced  by  the  Nerthwcat  and  Hodaon'a  Bay  Com- 
paniea  of  fur  traders,  they  were  easily  enabled  to  do ; 
and  have,  from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  con- 
tinued to  reside  at  it,  aa  well  aa  on  the  river  above, 
though  a  messenger  or  agent  was  sent  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  to  receive,  and  diJ  receive, 
that  post  from  them,  at  the  close  of  the  late  war. 

From  every  reflection  which  dw  committee  have 
bem  able  to  bestow  apon  the  facta  eonnacled  with 
tins  subject,  they  are  inclined  to  belioTe  the  Cirium- 
Ua,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  a  position  of  the 
utmost  importance ;  the  fi^eriea  on  that  coast,  its  open 
sea,  and  ita  pomtion  in  regard  to  China,  which  oflera 
the  beet  maricet  for  the  vast  qnantitiea  of  furs  uken 
in  those  regions,  and  onr  increasing  trade  throoghoat 
that  ocean,  seeme  to  demand  immediate  attention. 

The  fnr  of  every  country  whidi  has  produced  it,  has 
been  ever  esteemed  one  of  its  most  valuable  commodi- 
ties, and  has  long  held  a  rank  among  the  moat  profit- 
able  artieleaof  oommaice;  it  was  mnch  sought  for 
even  in  the  daysof  Tatila,  a  Visvoth,  who  reigned  in 
Italy  about  the  year  6SS,  at  which  tine  they  draw 
ih^  aappUea  from  the  Snathoni,  who  inbibitad  that 


part  of  E  u  rope  called  Sweden.  The  Welch  aet  a  Ugh 
value  on  them  as  early  aa  the  time  of  Howel  Dda,  in 
840,  and,  from  its  being  first  an  article  of  dress,  used 
only  by  the  poorer  class  of  the  community,  it  by  grad- 
ually extending  itself  came  to  be  one  of  luxury  of  the 
higheHt  value,  in  which  kings  and  princes  vied  wiUi 
each  other  in  their  costly  magnificence  and  display ; 
their  dothea  were  not  only  fMdoned  of  them,  bat  even 
their  tents  ware  lined  with  Uia  finest  variatiea^  BaA 
was  the  dinday  of  the  Chamof  Tartary,  when  he  was 
visited  in  his  tent  by  Marco  Pdo,  about  the  year 
It  had  become  so  much  in  use,  and  ao  high  in  price, 
that  Edward  III.,  in  the  year  1337,  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  prohibit  its  use  to  any  but  those  who  could 
afford  to  spend  an  hundred  pounds  a  year,  without 
detriment  to  their  property.  At  that  day,  having  ex- 
hausted those  parts  of  £urope  which  had  supplied  them, 
the  price  increasing  with  a  growing  demand,  they 
were  obliged  to  seek  them  elsewhere,  and  procured 
their  supirfies  from  the  north  of  Asia.  This,  for  a  long 
time,  poured  into  the  adjoining  parts  of  Europe,  im- 
mense snms,  as  it  was  in  that  direction  they  were 
brought  to  market.  This  trade,  ao  valuable  to  that 
part  of  the  world,  bad  no  competition,  nor  were  other 
sources  of  supply  even  known  until  Francis  1.  of 
France,  in  the  year  lfil4,  aant  Jao^uea  Curtist  of  SL 
Maloes,  to  make  diseoveriea  in  this  oonntry.  Tltat 
geotieman  entered  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  exchangad 
bia  merchandise  for  fur,  which  was  the  commencement 
of  a  feeble  trade,  that  was  continued  until  the  year 
1608,  when  Samuel  Clumplain  went  some  distance  op 
that  river,  aod  laid  the  foundation  of  the  town  of  Qne- 
bec,  aa  a  trading  establishment,  and  commenced  a 
system  which,  however,  did  not  greatly  fioorish  until 
about  the  year  1640.  But  Tory  soon  after  that  coun- 
try came  into  the  pciseiiion  of  England,  thk  trade 
was  cherished  and  greatly  increased,  and  the  dominion 
of  the  Hndaon'a  Bay  enabled  her  not  only  to  aupplj 
Russia  itself,  and  all  Europe,  but  even  to  send  it  to 
Turkey,  and  round  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  to  distant 
China.  That  trade  which  had  deatroyed  all  competi- 
tion, and,  in  the  hands  of  wall  regulated  companies,  waa 
capable  of  enriching  an  empire,  had  yteided  a  part 
of  ita  profits  to  the  skill  and  iadortiy  of  indtvidoala 
upon  oar  weat«n  shore ;  that  skill  and  Aat  indnstty 
has  withered,  not  fiir  the  want  of  fiMtaring  can,  bat 
justice  and  protection, 

Tlia  fiir  trade  of  tiaoada  has  long  beeD  condneted 
by  well  organiied  oompanisa ;  and,  althoagh  they 
enoonnter  infinite  diflkwlties,  yet  the  great  pofit  «f 
their  bnaineas  enables  them  to  overcome  them,  and  ta 
divide  a  considerable  per  centage.  All  those  articles  in- 
tended aa  iuppliea  for  the  Indians  are  shipped  at  Mon- 
treal and  carried  far  into  the  interior,  through  lakes^ 
and  rivers,  and  difficult  atreama,  until  they  arrive  even 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rocky  Mounlaina.  The  in- 
creasing wealth  derived  firom  this  source,  indoead  a 
large  increaae  irf"  eapital»  and  corresponding  exertiew 
to  obtain  a  more  extensive  knowledge  of  the  rivwa  and 
lakes  through  which  their  merchandise  was  to  be  car- 
ried, and  a  more  extensive  acquaintance  with  the 
natives,  among  whom  they  were  eventoally  to  be  dis- 
posed of  for  furs,  the  produce  of  the  labor  of  the  savage. 
With  views  of  tbu  kind,  small  parties  have  been  des- 
patched, at  diflerent  times,  from  the  yesr  1774  aatil 
the  year  1798,  to  examine  the  liveia  of  the  WesL  At 
the  period  last  mentioned,  one  of  tfaeae  parties  andar 
the  direction  of  Abzander  McKensw»  penetratad  evott 
to  the  Wastam  ooaan,  tbarsby  greatly  oddiag  to  their 
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stodt  of  tnefnl  knowledge  in  that  branch  of  coauDoree, 
which  Umj  have  not  ftdled  dnly  to  appreciate.  Not- 
wilhatandbg  the  great  diffienltiee  which  Uio  Britiah 
farriers  encounter,  from  the  enbarraMmont  of  their 
commeree  b;  their  di Arent  lyeteme  of  axclasiva  priv- 
ilege, tbeae  companies  find  it  a  Muree  of  vaat  profit, 
fiu  flxoeeding  anj  thing  known  io  the  United  States ; 
thii^  too,  when  the  mcrchaodise  is  so  mnch  advanced 
in  price,  from  the  distance  and  the  nnmeionfl  obstrac- 
tiona.  The  oDhancod  valae  of  the  artielet,  and  their 
diffiealtiea  in  tranqiorting  than,  may  be  UXtj  onder- 
atood,  when  it  is  known  the  tract  of  transport  is  eqoal 
to  three  or  four  thooaand  miles,  through  more  than 
sixty  lakes,  some  of  them  verj  considerable  in  extent, 
and  nomeroos  rivers,  and  the  means  of  transportation 
are  bark  canoes.  Fortbertoore,  theso  waters  are  in- 
tennpled  in  at  least  an  hondred  places,  b;  falls  and 
rapids,  along  which  the  trader  has  to  carry  bis  mer- 
chandiseon  his  back,  and  over  an  hundred  and  thirty 
earrying  plaoei,  fnm  twmty  or  thirty  yards  in  extent 
to  thirteen  mihs,  when  both  canoe  and  eaigo  have 
to  be  conveyed  by  the  same  meaM. 

These  are  some  of  the  obstroetions  which  the  North- 
west Company  enconnter;  yet  their  exports  from 
Quebec  alone  are  valued  at  more  than  a  million  of 
dollars  annually,  vrithout  reference  to  those  brought  to 
the  United  States,  and  shipped  from  New  York  and 
Philadetphia  direct  to  China,  ralher  than  incur  the 
coat  and  delay  in  procuring  them  a  passage  to  London, 
and  thence  to  India,  in  the  ships  of  tits  Eaxt  India 
Oompany>  lodeed,  it  appears  that  many  of  the  goods 
of  that  company,  destined  for  this  trade,  Mrticulaily 
on  the  coaat  of  the  Pacific,  are  shipped  to  Boston,  and 
immediately  reshipped  in  American  vessels,  for  the 
benefit  of  drawback.  These  vessels  are  sometimes 
employed  to  make  a  voyage  for  them  from  the  mouth 
of  OolamlHa  to  Canton.  To  illustrate  more  fully  the 
inereasing  valoe  of  this  trade,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
ebssrve*  thatfrom  Qnebee,in  1803, there  vrere  exported 
the  skina  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  thooMod  seven  hnn- 
died  and  twanty-nine  qaadmpcds,  ninety-three  thea- 
aand  snven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  of  which  were 
the  beaver.  Since  that  time  they  have  extended  their 
trade  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  have,  aa  has 
already  been  observed,  established  themselves  at  the 
month  of  the  Columbia.  The  amount  of  their  export 
from  Uut  port  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  it  is  thought 
to  be  of  great  value.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is 
bdieved  to  be  considerable,  and,  from  a  state  of  ibrmer 
depression,  la  fast  becoming  the  rival  of  the  other,  but 
fer  several  years  past  have  withdrawn  their  traden 
from  the  west  aide  of  the  Rocky  Mountains;  they  have 
fewer  difficulties  to  overcome  in  arriving  at  the  highest 
point  of  navigation  than  the  Northwest  Company. 
Thcii  route  is  through  the  Hudson's  Bay,  the  Nslson 
river,  to  Lake  Winnipeg ;  th«nce,  by  passing  other 
lakes,  they  ascend  the  Red  river  to  their  establish- 
ment, which  is  within  ninMy  miles  of  the  Missouri 
liver,  at  a  pmnt  called  the  Mandao  villages.  This 
river  takiM  its  riae  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  in 
about  the  £>rty-third  de^ee  of  latitude,  and  observes 
n  oonise  north  and  nortbesat  towards  Hudson's  Bay, 
nntil  it  arrives  at  the  Mandan  villagea,  a  diiUnce  of 
nearly  twelve  hundred  miles,  when  it  turns  short  to  the 
south,  without  any  apparent  cause,  and  joios  the  Mis- 
sissippi; the  water  running  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  at 
that  point,  approaching  within  one  mile,  and  no  hill 
or  high  ground  to  separate  them,  of  any  magnihide. 
Tet,  notwithstanding  Ute  many  advantages  wbidi  tho 


Hndaon'a  Bay  Coimny  pnssessed  over  the  Noth- 
west  Company,  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  the  patna  of  the 
former  and  a  man  of  uncommon  enterprise,  was  ex- 
esedingly  desirous  to  obtain  the  privilege  tiS  sniq>|ytng 
his  establishments  upon  the  Red  river,  by  ascending 
the  MisBiBsippi  to  the  St.  Peter's';  thencet  to  its  source 
in  Stone  Lake ;  then,  by  a  short  portage,  through  open 
woods  and  a  level  country,  to  his  stations ;  or,  taking 
the  route  by  tho  Missoori  to  the  Mandan  villages, 
thenee .by aportage  <tf  ninety  miles^tohiaplaeeof dea- 
tinatbn.  Tne  axports  v/t  this  company,  fo  a  short 
tone  peat,  have  bean  very  little  leas  than  thoao  of  the 
NorUiwest  Cwnpany. 

The  committee,  from  csrefblly  examining  all  the 
laets  connected  with  the  subject  referred  to  Uiem,  are 
well  persuaded  that  the  situation  of  the  United  States 
is  such  as  to  enable  it  to  possess  all  the  benefits  de> 
rived  from  this  trade,  which,  in  the  hands  of  others, 
amounts  to  millions  ;  many  of  whose  trading  establish- 
ments east  of  the  Rocky  Mountaiiu  are  within  the 
a^nowledged  limits  of  this  RepnUie,  as  fixed  by  the 
Convention  of  London  of  the  SOth  of  October,  1818 ; 
and,  it  is  believed,  that  no  Power,  with  the  exception 
of  Spain,  has  any  jnit  claim  to  territory  wcstoftnem, 
or  on  the  Pscific.  The  dependence  for  subsistence  of 
many  of  thoae  establishments,  is  upon  the  bofialo 
beef  hunted  by  the  AssiDiboin  Indiana,  who  inhabit 
the  country  between  the  river  of  that  name  and  the 
Missouri ;  their  bunting  ground  is  far  within  our 
boundary.  To  succeed  in  procuring  to  the  people  of 
the  United  SUtes  all  the  wealth  flowing  fr«n  this 
source,  it  is  only  necessary  to  occupy  with  a  smdl 
trading  guard  the  moat  northeastern  point  upon  the 
Missouri  river,  and  confine  the  foreigners  to  their  own 
territory  ;  at  ^e  same  time  occupying,  with  a  similar 
guard,  the  mouth  of  Columbia.  Hie  great  profit  de- 
rived from  this  trade  by  the  Canadian  companies,  when 
we  know  the  distance  and  obstructions  in  their  rivers, 
and  in  the  various  streams  they  ascend  in  carrying  It 
on,  die  advance  of  price  eonsequent  upon  it  becomes 
rather  a  mstter  of  amasement  than  otherwise,  and 
inclines  ns  to  examine  oor  own  rivers  with  a  view  to 
the  same  otject.  Instead,  however,  of  thoes  formidable 
obstrnctions,  we  find  a  smooth  and  deep  river  running 
through  a  tMOodless  extent  of  the  most  fortile  soil  on 
Ihu  continent,  containing  within  its  limits  all  those 
valuable  furs  which  have  greatly  enridied  others ;  a 
certain,  safe,  and  easy  navigation,  with  a  portage  of 
only  two  hondred  miles,  uniting  it  with  snother  river, 
equally  smooth,  deep,  and  cotain,  mnnbg  to  the 
great  Western  ocean.  Thus  are  these  two  great 
oceans  separated  by  a  riogle  portage  of  two  hundred 
miles  !  The  |«aeticabili^  of  a  speedy,  safo,  and  easy 
communication  with  the  Pacific,  is  no  longer  a  matter 
of  doubt  or  conjecture :  from  inibrmation  not  to  be 
doubted,  the  Rocky  MonaUins  at  this  time,  in  several 
places,  are  so  smooth  and  open  tliat  the  labor  of  Ion 
men  for  twenty  days  would  enable  a  wagon  with  its 
nsoal  freight  to  pass  with  great  fot^ty  from  the  nav- 
igable water  of  we  Missouri  to  that  of  the  Columbia; 
die  actual  distance  from  river  to  river  several  hundred 
miles  from  their  source,  that  is,  from  die  great  Falls 
of  Missoori  to  the  fork  of  Clark's  river,  is  one  hundred 
and  forty-nine  miles ;  the  disUnce,  therefore,  of  two 
hundrml  miles  is  to  good  navigation  on  the  Colombia, 
vrhich  is  the  only  river  of  any  magnitude  upon  that 
whole  coaat,  north  of  the  Cidorada  of  Califi>mia,  thon^ 
lliere  ate  several  good  haibns,  seenio  andaaft  fiwvMh 
scis    any  siio. 
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Thb  rsgion  of  country  ftom  the  ocean  to  the  head 
•f  tide  water,  which  u  about  two  hundred  mtloe,  ia 
hoavttj  timberci^  with  a  great  variety  of  wood  well 
ealenlated  for  ahip  bwhliag,  moi  eroy  epeeiea  of  eabi* 
■•tor  earpentera  w*rk;  ihoagh  thm  ia  a  heavilj 
tinbewd  coontiy  thence  for  two  huDdred  milea  farther, 
yet  it  ie  of  a  kaeer  growth,  and  quality  not  eo  dsra- 
ble ;  at  that  point  coramcncee  the  plain  country,  when 
the  toil  bacoroee  mora  thin,  and  almoat  without  wood, 
BDtil  it  anivea  at  the  table  laoda  below  the  mountain. 
Tboagh  the  aoil  of  thia  region  ia  net  ao  good  m  in  any 
other  part  of  Aia  great  valley,  yet  it  prodocea  graaa  of 
the  fiiMt  quality*  and  ii  omphaticBlly  called  the  s^soo 
fiivorabla  to  the  prodnetioo  of  the  hone ;  thia  noble 
•uimaJt  ao  ftr  surpaaeiag  all  othera  in  uaefulaeaa,  coar< 
age.  Mid  awiftneM,  ia  here  produced  is  greater  perfec- 
tion than  evcB  in  Andaluaia  or  Virginia.  But,  iade> 
pandeDt  of  all  the  wealth  whidi  may  be  derived  from 
the  far  trade  of  that  river  and  the  Miuouri,  the  aeca- 
riiy  too  which  the  peace  of  thia  country  would  find  la 
tbe  inflntntir  whiu  the  Amcricau  tnidera  wauld  et>- 
tttn  over  th»  natmi;,  ia  tho  iooreaaing  commcrea  in 
tha  WoMem  oenn.  There  ia  noeairioymeQt  ao  well 
ealcalated  to  make  good  aeamon  aa  the  whale  fiaberiea, 
which  are  kaown  to  be  more  prafitable  on  thia  coast 
than  any  other ;  at  tlie  aaoia  time  the  oil  ia  far  prefer* 
aUe  to  that  taken  on  any  other  coast,  being  clear  and 
transparent  aa  rock,  water.  While  ao  many  of  our 
citizena  are  indnstrioualy  engaged  in  the  variona 
hraachea  of  trade  in  tboae  aeaa,  more  valuable  to  thia 
country,  it  ia  befieved,  than  any  other;  while  all  urn- 
tiam  who  have  ciaiow  apon  that  coaot,  and  oome  who 
have  none,  are  anuoua  to  occupy  aoma  posiUou  apon 
it,  even  at  a  vaat  ezpenae,  to  enable  them  to  partici- 
pate in  ita  benefits,  wa  have  neglected  to  eitend  to  it 
any  portion  of  our  care,  though  it  appeara,  from  the 
beat  information,  that  there  ia  at  thia  time  eight  mil- 
liona  of  property  owned  by  dUuna  of  thia  B^nblic  in 
tha  Pacifie  ocean. 

Rnaata,  wboae  d(»ninione  on  the  Aaiatic  coaat,  oc- 
cupy nearly  the  aam»  poaitioa  upon  that  Mile,  which 
onn  4o  on  Ihu,  has  long  been  well  informed  of  tha 
grant  «d  ivcreaaiog  value  of  that  c<Hnioffce;  and 
lAeim  aha  kaa  baan  nonhere  viaUtla,  not  anran  to  the 

rtra  of  Earape,  only  aa  ah*  baa  of  late  taken  part 
a  few  memorable  enterpiiaaa,  aha  haa  baan  fott 
•verywhere.  No  labor,  care,  or  azpenee,  ia  avoided,  to 
make  tributary  the  four  quartera  of  the  globe ;  finta, 
magaxtneo,  towna,  citiea,  and  trade,  aeen  to  ariaa  on 
that  coaat  aa  if  by  magic ;  with  an  army  of  a  millioa 
of  men,  she  riu  nat  only  in  prood  aecority  ae  it  re- 
garda  Europe,  and  meaoooa  du  Turk,  the  Pandan, 
tto  Japanaae,  and  Chiaaee,  bat  avan  the  King  of 
SMin'a  dooMoM  fai  Nordi  Amarica  an  oqval^  ea^ 
of  aeeoaa,  Mkd  equally  ezpoaed  to  her  fearfdl  weight  «f 
poww.  Her  watchfahieaa  ie  ever  in  advance  ia  dia- 
eorning  the  meet  practiodile  avenueeto  profitable  com- 
merce. In  the  niidat  of  all  her  buay  arrangemeola 
she  haa  not  neglectecl  the  opportumty  of  poaaeaaiog 
faoraalf  of  two  important  atationa  on  the  American 
aboFO  of  the  Pactflo— the  one  at  a  place  called  New 
Archangel,  in  about  08  degrcea  of  nordi  latitude,  tha 
other  at  Bodiga  Bay,  in  latitude  38  degreea,  34  min- 
ntea.  At  the  former  of  theae  military  poaitiona,  for 
tbe  prateotion  (tf  ber  oommerce  it  ia  preaumed,  aha  haa 
incurred  'much  expanse,  and  built  a  fort  of  great 
atnngth,  aituated  upon  one  of  the  beet  haibora  on  the 
ooaot,  atanding  upon  a  point  of  land  projecting  into 
tha  Utde  bay,  piving  aomalUng  of  tha  aj^airaneawr 


a  conical  iaiaad  in-  the  centre  of  it;  ttus  fort  ia  «eD 
•applied  at  all  times  with  proirfnons  and  miKtaiy 
atores,  mounting  a  hnndred  and  tmtnty  cannon,  car- 
rying balla  fiwn  oi^iteea  to  tw«nty<foar  poandi 
weight.  That  at  Bodiga  ia  well  eeastnictad  and 
plied  wiUk  caanon,  and  haa  a  good  hoibor;  at  tlua 
point  they  have  ammonitton  and  merchandiaa  in  Sun- 
dance, and  find  the  Indian  trade  at  tfaie  poet  aa  'tnU 
oj  New  Archangel  very  considerable ;  beeidea  the  ftno 
condition  of  thia  fort  and  ita  defencea,  they  have  many 
field  pieces,  aome  of  braaa,  of  Um  fineat  eenatnction, 
ia  good  order  and  well  mounted. 

All  theae  anndiaa  hnrc  been  flonveyed  ts  thooa 
placea  through  unmenae  aoeona,  reond  Cape  Horn, 
which  woold  have  appalled  any  but  Suaaian  poBey 
and  peraeverance. 

The  light  articles  destined  for  thia  trade  are  tnuu- 
ported  from  8u  Peterabnigb  in  sledges,  which  will  p«r- 
foarm  in  three  months  that  which  would  reqeire  two 
Snmmera  of  water-conveyance  to  effect;  their  oonmn- 
nieations  mit  open  to  Kamtachatka,  to  Fort  8l  Peter 
and  St  PanU  by  Okfaotok,  in  the  Padfte,  where  tbagr 
have  the  flntat  harbor  in  tha  worid ;  Uw  diatanca  is 
estimated  at  ten  tboueand  milea.  The  nation  which 
can  encounter  such  journeye  as  theae,  often  tbrough 
aeaa  of  ice,  and  atarms  of  snow  so  terrible  as  to  obecaie 
on  ol^ct  beyond  the  distance  of  a  few  paces,  to  prose- 
cute any  branch  of  commeree,  moat  be  well  ana  tally 
informed  of  its  value.  That  the  objects  she  has  in 
view  laaj  not,  by  any  event,  he  taken  ftom  her  groqt, 
after  encountering  euch  vaat  difficoltiaa,  aha  haa  found 
it  expedient  to  occupy  one  of  the  Sandwich  Islmds, 
which  not  only  enablea  ber  e&ctually  to  maintain  hor 
positions,  but  to  command  the  whole  northern  part  of 
the  Pacific  ocean.  These  islanda,  lying  jnst  within 
the  tropics,  in  the  direct  course  from  the  lower  coast 
of  North  America  to  Canton,  are  well  eoppliad  utt 
only  with  all  the  froits  of  that  climate,  bat  with  awjr 
vegetable  and  animal  known  in  thia  country. 

It  ia  worthy  of  remark,  that  among  other  ^vantagas 
which  the  Ruoaian  poeition  on  the  eppoaite  coaat  poe- 
oesocs,  is,  that  a  voyage  from  Kamtwina^  to  Japan 
can  be  mad*  in  an  open  boat,  aa  it  is  a  oontinsad  chain 
of  ialanda  from  tha  Okhotsk  aen  until  it  aimoa  at  Hi 
place  01  destination. 

ITour  committee  are  wdl  persuaded  that,  by  a  little 
care  and  amall  expenoe,  the  dtiiens  of  thb  RapuUie 
might  reap  oil  the  beaeSts  of  this  trade,  not  only  pro^ 
itable  now,  bat  from  evwy  view  of  the  sobject  there  is 
a  strong  probability  that  it  will  increase  for  many  yeofa. 

Were  an  eatablishment  made  at  the  month  o^  Oo- 
lambia,  which  ahoald  be  allowed  to  lake  with  them 
their  woman  and  ehildrM,  there  onn  bo  no  donht  of 
sncoess,  aa  ao  many  year'a  eiperianeo  of  tiio  BngttA 
fur  companiaa  have  amply  shown  this  mode  haa  tha 
most  powwAil  effect  in  separating  Uie  minda  of  tfao 
men  from  porsoits  which  often  in  frontier  oountriss 
lead  to  strife,  as  it  gives  them  a  local  intereet  and  foal- 
ing, and  makes  them  even  more  vigilant  and  pmdent 
in  the  discharge  of  all  their  duties.  It  is  believed  thai 
pi^ulation  could  be  easily  acquired  from  China,  by 
which  the  arta  of  peace  wonM  at  onea  aeqidre  atrangth 
and  influanee,  and  moke  visible  to  the  aborigiaos  tha 
manner  in  which  tbmr  wants  could  be  eupplied.  The 
coast  of  the  Pacific  ia.  in  its  climatei  more  mild  than 
any  part  of  the  continent  in  the  same  parallel,  aid 
many  vegetables  on  that  shore  grow  in  great  abun< 
donee  in  the  native  forest,  which  are  likewise  nolivas 
of  Ghina. 
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OssqaMm  tf  Uu  ColmtUa  River. 


H.  OPR. 


It  ii  kDoim  tlMt  when  tbe  SpuiMh  Govetmnent,  in 
1789,  MOt  their  ibipa  of  war  up  tbe  coaat  to  eaptore 
the  British  *eMels  which  were  intrading,  they  foaad 
KTSD^  Chinese,  whom  the  English  bsd  procured  to 
emigrate,  that  thej  might  be  employed  in  tbe  mechaDtc 
arts ;  and,  though  tbe  people  of  ^at  oouatry  flvince  do 
dispoailioti  to  emigrate  to  the  territory  of  adjoining 
princes,  it  is  believed  they  would  willingly,  nay,  gladly, 
embrace  the  opp(ntunity  of  a  home  in  America,  where 
ihey  have  oo  prejndloes,  no  feaiSi  no  reatraint  in  opin- 
ion, Wkw,  mt  reUgioo. 

The  committee  cannot  doubt  that  an  eataUidmont 
node  on  the  Padie  would  esaentially  henefit  the  na- 
tives, whilst  it  would  give  this  coantry  the  advantsgo 
of  rii  ita  own  treaeures,  which  othNwise  must  be  lost 
forever  or  rather  never  enjoyed ;  and,  from  all  that 
can  be  ascertained  relative  to  its  present  and  increas- 
ing value,  of  more  profit  to  this  coantry  than  the  mines 
of  Potoai. 

Tttm  the  best  inibrmation  which  can  be  had,  it  ap- 

KB  that  the  ladtan  trade  on  the  Hiasonri,  below  the 
ndan  viUages,  is  worth  about  ^30,000,  and  that  on 
the  Missisrippi  is  valued  at  $850,000,  making  the  sum 
of  $870,0m)  aonuaHy.  They  have  reflected  upon  this 
trade,  and  that  prosecuted  by  the  whders  on  tbat  coast, 
and  are  irmtstjbly  drawn  to  (he  eondnsion,  Uiat  they 
are  the  moat  vshiable  to  this  nation,  and  demand  its 
care  uid  altanlton  in  a  high  degree.  This  trade,  un- 
like any  other,  origioales  its  own  eapita),  and  may 
fhiriy  beeaid  to  Mng  into  tbe  United  States  $870,000 
evevy  year,  when  not  oae  d<dlar  prenously  existed, 
■■d  adds  that  mwh  to  the  wealth  of  the  oommnnity 
M  deddedly  as  though  it  had  been  fished  fiom  the  bot- 
tom of  tberivanin  gdd  and  silver,  aa  Hie  in  the  mar- 
ket of  China,  or  any  edwr  market,  capable  of  pur- 
ohaaing  as  mncb  ;  and  if,  with  that  smouot  in  fura,  a 
vessel  ithoutd  sail  from  tbe  mouth  of  the  Columbia  to 
CantoB,  whichiaa  voyage  of  from  fifty  to  seventy  days, 
she  would  return  with  that  in  exchange  which  would 
sell  for  perhaps  double  that  amount,  thereby  contrib- 
uting to  the  comfort,  enjoyment  and  accommodation 
of  the  communifr^,  $740,000,  which  ia  the  result  not 
of  a  profitable  voyage  bat  a  creative  trade. 

It  is  believed  that  a  shipment  of  tobacco,  fionr,  or 
oeCton,  bears  no  compariiou,  in  point  of  pn^t,  with 
this,  as  &9J  en  properly  rough  manufactures  of 
tbe  oountry,  and  tbe  result  of  considerable  capital,  and 
tbe  cargo  Imtugfat  badi  in  return  for  then,  in  Bnropean 
or  other  faluica,  is  only  an  ineieased  value  they  receive 
if  being  exported  and  ratnroed  to  ua  in  that  shape. 
Hene^  the  exportation  of  $870,000  worth  of  tobacco 
or  eotton,  should  it  return  to  ui  $740,000  in  European 
ailk  and  doth,  is  still  the  original  cargo  of  tobacco  or 
cotton,  as  nothing  but  these  have  been  paid  for  them  ; 
bat,  in  tbe  first  instance,  he  who  manufactures  either 
the  tobacco,  fiour,  or  cotton,  is  compelled  to  take  into 
consideration  the  capital  employed,  and  Aen  the  bal- 
ance ia  his  gain  ;  but  in  tbe  lur  trade  and  the  vrhale 
fi^wifaa,  then  is  in  the  one  Itttio  capital,  in  the  other 
none. 

Uodor  the  strtHogest  belief  that  by  a  new  organba- 
tian  of  the  aystem  of  Indian  trade,  comfuehending 
a  settlement  on  the  Columbia  river,  greet  benefits 
would  result  to  the  citixene  of  die  Republic,  whilst  the 
aborigines  wouli]  be  better  protected  and  provided  for  by 
instructing  them  in  agriculture  and  the  minor  branches 
of  the  mechanic  arts,  the  committee  ask  leave  to  report 
abUI. 

The  bill  ia  u  foUows: 


Be  U  ataettd,  4e.,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  hie  is  hereby,  aatharbwdandrequired» 
to  eeeapy  Uiat  portion  of  the  territory  of  tbe  U^led 
States  on  the  wateia  of  the  Gohimbin  river.  Mid  to 
tinguish  tbe  Indian  tide  to  a  diatrict  of  eonatrr  not 
exceeding         miles  aqusre,  on  the  borders  of  itid 

river,  in  Uie  region  of  tide  water ;  and  that  aevee 

of  land  be  allowed  to  each  actual  settler,  being  die 
bead  of  a  faraily,aod  to  each  unmarried  man,  between 
tbe  age  of  eighteen  and  forty-fire  years,  who  shall  es- 
tablish biouelf  in  wid  diatrict,  and  cultivate  groond 
therein  within  — —  years  after  the  Indian  title  ahall 
be  extinguished  thereto. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  U  JiiHher  enoeUd,  That  the  Pieai- 
dent  shall  prescribe  regnlatiooa  for  the  government  mt 
said  district,  and  the  administntion  of  juatiee  tbarrin, 
aad  awwint  the  n  e  etaeary  offleaw  fcr  crryiog  the  mmm 
into  e»Kt 

Bic.  3.  And  be  H  further  enacted.  That  the  PrsK- 
dent  be  autboriacd  to  open  a  port  of  entry,  as  soob  as 
ho  riiaH  deem  it  axftmmt,  within  Ihn  aaid  diakrio^ 
and  to  appoint  euatoB-hoaoe  offleers  Sk  ngidation 
of  the  same;  from  andafter  wUoh  tima  the-nvenn* 
laws  of  lha  United  Statea  shall  be  cxiondad  0¥er  aoid 
(fistrict,  end  be  of  full  foroe  therein. 

Sic.  4.  Andbeitfuriher  enaeted.  That  tbe  PrasH 
dent  be  anthoiiied  and  required  to  appoint  agents  for 
the  Indian  tribes  on  the  waters  of  the  Columbia,  and- 
to  fix  tbe  salariee  of  the  agents  so  apptnoted,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  eelary  now  allowed  to  the  agent  to  the 
Indians  on  the  Upper  Hiasonri ;  and  that  ftum  and 
after  such  appointment,  all  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  for  regulating  intercouiae  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
shall  be  deemed  and  had  to  be  in  full  force  throughout 
the  territories  inhabited  by  the  said  tribes. 

Skc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  a  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  who  ghall  reside 
at  St.  Louis;  and  all  tbe  Indian  agents  to  the  differMit 
tribes  on  the  wal«ra  of  the  Upper  Misnasipp,  the 
Lakes  Michigan,  Erie,  and  Superior,  and  the  waters 
of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Red  River,  and  Columbia,  shall 
be  under  his  control  end  direction,  and  diall  corree- 
pend  with  him,  and  through  him,  to  the  Department 
of  War.  The  said  Superintendent  shall  be  authorized 
and  required  to  grant  all  licenses  to  Indian  traders, 
and  shall  have  over  them  a  geaeral  superintendence ; 
that  each  brader  ah^  make  a  fidl  and  aeenrate  r^rt 
to  him  of  the  atats  and  condlUon  of  tbe  Indians  with 
whom  they  trade,  at  least  onee  a  month ;  and  the  Su- 
perintendent ehell  forward  the  same,  digested  in  a 
gmeral  report,  to  the  Department  of  War,  once  in 
three  months,  or  oftener  if  thereto  required. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of 
every  act  which  establishes  a  suparinUndency  of  In- 
dian afiain  at  Waabingtun  dty,  and  so  much  of  every 
act  which  esUbEshcB  factories  among  the  Indian 
tribes,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sac.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  property 
in  the  hands  of  the  Spperintandent  of  Indian  Affain  at 
Waahington  ci^,and  tbe  respective  factors  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  SUtea,  be  aoM,  and  the  proeeede 
aecoanted  for  in  each  manner  as  the  Becretary  of  the 
Department  of  War  may  direct. 

Sic.  8.  And  he  it  further  enaeted,  That  licenses 
shall  not  be  granted  to  trade  with  any  of  the  Indian 
tribee,  to  any  but  dtixene  of  the  United  States,  of  ap- 

I proved  moral  character,  and  of  ability  to  embark  at 
least  dollars  annnally  in  the  trade ;  and  every 
taader  obtaining  a  hoeme  ao  to  trade,  ^all  have  «  fixed 
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habiUlion ;  to  which  end  he  may  latM  from  tha  tribe 
wbaic  aocfa  halntatioa  ia  fixed,  a  tract  of  land  not  ex- 
eaadiliff  —  milea  aqnara,  and  for  a  term  not  axceed- 

ing  yean,  nor  thall  it  be  within  milea  of  a 

ainiiiar  location  prerioasly  made,  and  ahall  have  leave 
to  trade  within  the  limUa  of  their  rcapective  Hcenaee; 
and  «adi  trader  ahall  aet  np  a  bladamith  ahop,  and 
ahall  an^y  the  Indiana  with  anch  working  toola  aa 
tbay  may  be  wilUnf  to  pardiaee}  and  are  hereby  re- 
qnirod  to  ealtinte  at  their  eataUt^unenta  the  difflreot 
kinda  of  grain  and  froil^  which  the  climate  sod  soil 
will  prodoee,  and  Aall  rear  the  domestic  animala  in 
common  nee ;  and  ahall  fnmtih  seed  and  stock  ani- 
mala to  aocb  Indians  as  may  wieh  to  buy  them,  and 
ahall  induce  them  to  cnltivate  the  soil  and  rear  the  do- 
mestic animals.  Nor  shall  any  trader  be  permitted  to 
sell  to  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  ardent  spirila  of  any 
kind,  ander  the  penalty  of  — —  dollars  far  every  each 
ofiaooOt  and  ahall  ever  after  be  debarred  tha  prtvtlege 
of  trading  with  any  Indian  tribe.   Eadi  trader  sh^l 

Cy  dollars  annually  for  hia  licenoe,  bat  it  dmil 
granted  during  good  behaviour  upon  his  giving 
bond  with  sufficient  secarity,  whidi  shAll  be  judged  of 
by  the  superintendent,  and  may  by  him  be  required  to 
give  additional  security  in  proportion  to  his  additional 
capital  omplcyed  every  two  yean,  the  lioenae  to  be 
■naallod  for  braach  of  conditioiiat  which  Ati\  be  de- 
termined by  the  verdict  of  a  jury. 

8xc<  9.  And  b€  UJurther  enaetedt  That  the  money 
mid  to  the  superintendHit  annually  for  licenses  by 
the  Indian  traders,  ahall  be  by  him  appropriated  to  the 
purchaae  of  any  kind  of  seed  or  demeatic  animals,  for 
aaeh  Indians  as  may  want  to  cultivate  sudi  seed,  or 
rear  such  animals ;  but  14  at  the  end  of  the  year,  there 
should  bo  mouej  remaining  in  bis  hands  accruing 
from  this  flind,  b«  shall  make  payment  of  it  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  8ute%  where  it  ahall  be  kept 
aa  a  diatinct  ftrnd,  to  bo  applied  to  the  building  of 
milla  in  such  place  and  manner  among  the  difierent 
tribes  as  the  nandent  may  direct;  and  it  ia  bsrdiy 
made  the  duty  of  Uie  agent  who  baa  the  care  of  the 
offiun  of  Uiat  tribe  where  audi  mill  is  built,  to  super- 
intend the  building  of  the  same,  and  to  transmit  an 
accurate  account  of  \at  disbursements  to  the  snperin- 
tandent,  snd  by  him  to  the  Department  of  Wsr. 

Sac.  10.  Andbe  UfurUur  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  doty  of  every  Indian  agent  to  report  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Indian  Afiaira  upon  the  state  and  condi- 
tion of  the  Indians,  and  the  oondnct  of  the  traders, 
within  respective  agencies  tt  least  once  a  month, 
■nd  oftner  if  ucieto  raqoiied;  die  aaid  leports  to  be 
Bade  in  the  form  proscribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
De^artmant  of  War,  and  upon  all  such  pointa  oa  may 
bo  indicated  by  the  aaid  department;  and  the  auper* 
intendent  shall  forward  the  same,  digeated  into  a  gen- 
eral report,  to  the  Department  of  War,  at  least  once 
in  three  months,  and  as  much  oftener  as  may  be  re- 
quired. 

Sic.  11.  And  be  it fuHher enacted,  Thatall  Indian 
agents,  not  under  the  direction  of  the  snperiatendent 
as  herein  directed,  shall  be  aothoriied  to  issue  licences 
to  traders  vrithin  the  limiu  of  the  Indian  territory  un- 
der thdr  anlhority,  and  ahall  correapond  directly  with 
the  Department  (MT  War. 

8x0. 1%  And  be  itjurika-  enacted^  That  the  sum 
dollara  is  luawr  apinrc^wialed  to  cany  into 
aflbet  tha  proviriona  of  uiaaet,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
manoy  in  the  Tiatanry  not  olhwwiaa  appn^riatad. 


Jaxdabt,  1831. 


AHENDBIENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Idr.  Smith,  of  North  CwoUoa, 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  oonsidention  of  the 
resolution  proposioff  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  establish 
an  uniform  mode  of  electing,  by  districts,  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  Rej^eaentatires  in  Congress. 

And  the  tjaestion  haTuif  been  stated  on  the 
passage  of  said  resolution,  this  being  its  final  read- 
ing in  this  House — 

Mr.  Gbobs  said,  that  he  had  voted  for  a  similar 
resolution  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  without, 
as  he  confessedj  having  examined  the  subject  in 
the  most  attentive  manner;  but  subsequent  con- 
sideration had  confirmed  his  original  imfH^ssioo. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  permauent  interests  of 
the  United  States  demanded  the  adoption  of  the 
proposed  amendment.  A  variety  of  objections,  he 
said,  had  been  taken  to  the  resolution  during  a  for- 
mer discussion.  The  gentleman  from  Georcia 
(Mr.  Rbio)  warned  us  against  rashly  altering  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution ;  while  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbodb)  entered  into 
an  arithmetic^  ealculation  to  show  that  the  amend- 
ment would  lessen  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
larger  States.  Other  gentlemen  thought  they  fore- 
saw still  greater  evils.  All  their  argumaits  were 
directed  to  the  same  point,  and  were  of  three 
kinds:  those  drawn  from  considerations  of  the  sa- 
cred character  of  the  instrument,  and  the  danger 
of  rasb  amendments ;  those  addressed  to  the  pride 
and  jealousy  of  States ;  and,  lastly,  those  which 
result  from  an  inquiry  into  the  present  practices  of 
the  different  Stato,  in  chooaing  their  Electors,  and 
their  general  tendency  and  e&et.  The  first  class 
of  arguments,  he  said,  were  certainly  worthy  of 
respectful  cousideralioa.  No  oue,  perhaps,  had  a 
rignt  to  object  to  those  of  the  second ;  but  he  would 
venture  to  say  thzt  those  of  the  third  alone  invol- 
ved the  real  merits  of  the  question. 

If,  said  Mr.  Q.,  we  admit  that  it  be  ever  lawful 
or  proper  to  examine  the  Constitution,  with  a  view 
to  lis  amendment,  when,  he  would  ask,  has  there 
ever  been  a  time,  or  when  are  we  to  expect  the  ar- 
rival of  a  period,  better  adapted  to  our  purpose 
than  the  present?  In  some  States  the  fire  of  dis- 
cord is  rekindled,  but  the  nation  is  comparatively 
tranquil.  Party  spirit  is  now,  for  the  most  part, 
local  in  its  nature,  and  local  in  its  effects.  Wnere 
is  the  party,  or  wnere  is  the  citizen,  who  does  not 
desire  the  union  and  prosperity  of  these  States  ? 
He  confidently  believed  they  were  not  to  be  found. 
He  presumed  that  no  one  doubted  that  the  frameis 
of  the  Constitution  were  both  patriotic  and  en- 
lightened; yet  they  have  thought  proper  to  pre- 
scribe a  mode  of  amendment  in  the  instrument  it- 
self. Would  they  have  done  this  had  they  de- 
signed to  conceal  it  from  public  view,  and  to  -per- 
mit  none  hot  the  initiated,  none  but  priests  and 
Levites,  to  approach  ?  They  knew,  he  said,  in- 
deed, that  rash  amendmeata  might  be  productive 
of  evil,  and  had  accordingly  provided  amfde  nMsna 
of  precaution.  The  House  cannot  ulla  the  Con- 
stitution; Congress  itielf  cannot  do  it  It  caxk 
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only  propose  and  recommend  amendmeDts  to  the 
■  Statn.  With  these  prerentiTcs  against  precipi- 
tate moTements,  the  representatires  of  the  people, 
as  well  as  the  peofde  themselves,  instead  of  beine 
warned  to  depart,  should  be  invited  to  approach 
and  examine  the  instrument,  with  the  same  hon- 
esty of  intention  which  actuated  its  framers,  and, 
if  It  be  found  defective,  boldly  to  advise  its  amend- 
ment. 

it  was,  he  said,  a  doctrine  long,  too  long,  estab- 
lished in  some  countries,  that  every  thing  relating 
to  the  Government  was  too  sacred  for  the  view  of 
the  people;  a  doctrine  which,  he  hoped,  would 
never  flourish  on  this  side  the  Atlantic.  Priests 
and  politicians  united  their  tender  cares  for  the 
welfare  of  the  human  race,  and  accordingly  the 
Bible  was  prohibited  by  the  one,  and  the  Mok  of 
laws  by  the  other.  He  highly  appreciated  the 
motiTes  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Reid) 
bat  his  remarks  on  this  part  of  the  stioject  reminded 
iiim  of  the  habitaal  answer  given  the  ministry 
of  a  certain  country  to  every  application  for  re- 
fonn.  The  national  reputation  abroad,  he  said, 
was.  by  th«n,  made  an  excuse  for  the  oppression 
of  toe  people,  and  the  excellency  of  the  abstract 
inincipies  of  the  Constitution  for  the  corrupt  prac- 
tices of  the  Government. 

I  am,  said  Mr.  G.,  as  zealous  for  the  preservation 
of  State  rights,  and  will  oppose  any  infringement 
of  them  with  as  much  zeal,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  He  would  not  consent  to  any  measure 
which  would  impair  their  independence  as  recog- 
nised by  the  principles  of  the  Constitution.  That 
gentleman  has  shown  that,  should  the  proposed 
amondment  be  adopted,  it  may  happen  that  the 
votes  of  the  small  State  of  Delaware  will  neutral- 
ize those  of  Virginia  or  New  York.  He  has  even 
demonstrated  tnat^  shotdd  the  Electors  of  New 
York  give  a  majority  of  but  one  vote  for  a  particu- 
lar candidate,  those  of  Ddaware  might  give  a 
majority  of  four  to  the  other,  and  thus  secure  his 
dection.  Sir.  all  this  may  happen,  and  where 
would  be  the  narm  if  it  should  t  Is  it  proper  that 
one  vote  in  any  State  should  overbalance  and  over- 
power four  votes  in  another  t  What  matters  it, 
wliether  the  Electors  of  this  or  that  State  be  divi- 
ded or  in  the  minority,  so  long  as  the  maioritv  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  prevail  7  Sir,  said 
Mr.  G.  I  have  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  a  State  which  has  been  called, 
sometimes  seriously,  sometimes,  perhaps,  laugh- 
ingly, but  I  trust  always  truly,  a  great  State.  The 
intrinsic  excellence  of^her  soilj  and  her  internal  as 
well  as  external  advantages,  must  ever  {veserve 
her  a  great  State  in  point  of  population.  Bat,  of 
what  advantage  will  this  kind  of  greatness  be  to 
her,  should  jeiuonsies  be  excited,  should  discord 
iwevail,  and  should  the  Union  be  dissolved  7  He 
misted  that  it  was  a  proposition  which  wonld  not 
be  controverted  on  that  floor,  that  the  greatness  of 
every  State  depended  on  the  preservation  and  har- 
mony of  the  Union.  Why,  tnen,  he  asked,  should 
we,  under  the  pretence  of  preserving  State  rights, 
seek  an  unnatural  advantage,  the  exercise  of  which 
can  only  serve  to  cherish  faction,  foment  discord- 
within,  excite  jealousy  without,  and  jeopardize  the 
16th  Com.  2d  Bua_31 
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best  interests  of  the  country?  It  is  enough  that 
the  Constitution  goarantiesto  us  the  advantage  of 
a  superiority  of  numbers,  by  giving  us  a  propor- 
tionate superiority  of  votes.  It  is  a  misera&e  am- 
bition, he  hoped  it  might  not  prove  a  fatal  one^ 
that  se^s  tne  teinporarv  disfranchisement  of  a 
great  minority  of  our  fellow^citizeos,  for  the  ptir^ 
pose  of  showing  oar  power  to  a  smaller  member  of 
the  Confederacy.  Do  gentlemen  fear  that  part^ 
concert  cannot  be  preserved,  if  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  be  chosen  by  districts? 
The  members  of  the  House  wwe  thus  chosen,  in 
all  the  larger  States,  during  periods  of  the  greatest 
excitement,  and  the  Journal  will  show  that  ^ 
Administration  never  lacked  support. 

It  has  been  thought  proper,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  point 
out  the  possible  inconveniences  of  the  proposed 
method  of  choosing  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President.  He  did  not  consider  amiment  of  this 
kind  very  eonclosivej  because  all  human  institn- 
tions  and  plans  are,  from  their  origin,  in  a  greater 
or  less  d^ree  defective.  We  were,  he  said,  to 
search  for  and  adopt  the  least  objectionaUe  one. 
The  present  system  is  liable  to  the  same  ineonvfr- 
nience  as  the  one  proposed ;  for,  although  New 
York  should  give  all  its  votes  for  one  candidate, 
Pennsylvania  or  Virginia  might  give  theirs  to  ano- 
ther, and  thus  enable  Delaware  and  Rhode  Island 
to  turn  the  election.  So  far  the  two  modes  present 
the  same  objections.  The  present  system,  hoi^- 
ever,  furnishes  others  of  a  still  weightier  character. 
Let  us  suppose,  after  the  manner  oT  the  gratleman 
from  Virginia,  that  the  votes  of  the  several  States 
were  so  distributed  that  one-half  of  the  votes  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  if  given  to  a  particntar 
candidate^  would  secure  his  election.  Suppose 
that  candidate  to  be  fiivored  by  Virginia,  and,  fur- 
ther, that  it  should  so  happen,  as  it  certainly  may 
happen,  that  all  the  votes  of  the  State  shouM  be 
given  to  his  opponent.  Let  us  suppose,  moreover, 
that  the  Legislature  which  appointed  those  Elec- 
tors was  chosen  several  months  before,  at  a  time 
of  public  excitement,  and  that,  in  fact,  they  did 
not  express  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  and  that^ 
had  the  Electors  been  chosen  by  districts,  a  ma- 
jority of  them  might  have  given  a  different  vote. 
What  would  gentlemen  say  to  such  a  state  of 
things  ?  Mr.  O.  thought  that,  under  such  circont- 
stances,  they  would  riadly  have  exchanged  the 
insignificant  State  right  of  altering,  from  year  to 
year,  the  mode  of  choosing  Electon,  for  the  per- 
manent benefit  of  otabling  the  voice  of  the  people 
to  be  heard. 

I  -am  ready  to  acknowledge,  said  Mt.  G.,  that 
uniformity  and  permanency  in  the  mode  of  a^ 
pointing  Electors  is  of  more  consequence  than  the 
mode  itself.  If  gentlemen  choose  to  have  them 
elected  by  a  general  ticket,  let  it  be  so.  It  was  the 
present  variety  of  modes,  adopted  by  the  difierent 
States,  and  the  power  of  change  to  suit  the  times, 
against  which  he  objected.  ^Some  Slates  appoint 
their  Electors  by  districts,  soine  by  general  ticket, 
and  some  by  their  Legislatures,  Virginia^  at  first, 
adopted  the  former  mode,  but  changed  it  after- 
wards to  that  of  a  general  ticket,  in  order  to  throw 
her  whole  wei^t  into  the  scale  at  a  pertictdtt 
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electioD.  Other  States  may  make  changeB  in  this 
particular  as  well  as  Virginia,  and  for  a  similar 
purpose.  What  will  be  the  result  ?  The  objects 
of  party  may  be  attained.  A  particular  candidate 
may  succeed  by  a  particular  manceurre ;  but  the 
effect  of  such  practices  cannot  fail  to  be  injurious, 
if  not  fatal,  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Aristo- 
crats and  monarchists  hare  nerer  been  able  to 
combat  successfully  the  principles  upon  which  our 
Government  rests:  but  they  hare  asaated  that 
such  a  Government  cannot  u>ng  exist  Their  pre- 
dictions hare  hitherto  been  rerified  by  the  event. 
The  safety  of  a  republic  does  not  essentially  de- 
pend upon  the  particular  form  of  its  government, 
or  upon  particular  laws ;  for  what  are  forms  and 
what  are  laws  to  a  degenerate  people,  without 
force  to  maintain  them  7  It  does  not  Jepeod  on 
an  armed  force,  for  r^nUics  will  not,  and  ought 
not,  to  endure  the  rigorons  police  nor  the  pensioned 
spies  which  infest  a  community  under  a  monarch- 
ical form  of  government.  On  the  contrary,  our 
secarity  consists  in  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of 
the  people,  and  in  the  favorable  opinion  which  they 
entertain  of  the  purity  of  our  institutions,  in  prac- 
tice as  well  as  in  principle.  When  the  Constitu- 
tion ceases  to  be  revereo  by  them,  it  will  no  longer 
be  worth  preserving.  It  is,  then,  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  the  election  of  a  citizen  to  fill  the 
high  and  responstUe  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States,  shonld  be  the  effect  of  the  free,  un- 
biassed, and  unbought  will  of  the  people. 

It  may  happen  that  a  single  State,  by  changing 
its  mode  of  appointing  Electors,  will  give  a  turn 
to  the  election.  If  it  happen  once,  it  may  happen 
again.  Will  the  people  bear  with  this  ?  They 
surely  will  not.  If  they  are  compelled  to  submit, 
they  will  lose  all  confidence,  not  in  the  Groverment 
only,  but  also  in  the  efficacy  of  the  Constitution. 
Is  such  the  end  for  which  our  ancestors  resisted  the 
usurpations  of  Great  Britain  ?  And  is  such  to  be 
the  practical  result  of  our  boasted  freedom?  Shall 
we  not  be  content  with  the  l^itimate  superiority 
which  a  numerous  population  gives  us ;  but  must 
we  also  adhere  to  a  system  by  which  a  great  State 
may  accidentallr  acquire  an  unjust  and  odious 
advantage,  and  hf  which  she  may  also  be  made 
to  suffer  with  her  sister  States  ?  The  object  does 
not  jostifjr  the  risk,  and,  the  sooner  it  is  abandoned, 
the  better  it  will  he  for  Uie  country. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  ^rm  had  been  expressed  at 
the  increasing  influence  of  the  General  Govern- 
mott.  He  was  elad,  he  said,  that  these  expres- 
sions proceeded  from  the  quarter  they  did.  The 
General  Government  possessed  patronage ;  and  this 

Ktronage^  properly  exercised,  might  prove  salutary, 
^  eementingtnebondsofourUmon.  Ilsabusewas, 
indeed,  to  be  dreaded.  In  his  opinion,  the  amend- 
ment proposed  would,  instead  of  increasing  the 
influence  of  the  Executive,  curtail  it  in  a  saluury 
manner.  How  was  the  National  Government  to 
influence  the  elections  in  the  dLBerent  States  1  Its 
officers  may,  indeed,  exert  themselves,  and  even 
make  an  improper  use  of  their  official  influence  to 
promote  the  views  of  a  party ;  but,  against  this, 
separately  considered,  we  had  the  security  of  that 
maasof  patriotinn  and  intdligence  which  pervades 
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the  community.  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  is  not  at 
the  polls  of  election  that  this  kind  of  influence  is 
most  to  be  dreaded.  A  whole  community  is  not 
to  be  bribed.  Can  we  say  as  much,  he  asked,  of 
a  L^islature,  consisting  perhaps  of  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  governed  by  a 
caucus  composed  of  little  more  than  one-hau  its 
numbers  ?  It  was  here,  he  said,  that  foreign  and 
sinister  views  had  full  scope ;  and  it  was  here  that 
the  violence  of  party  faroont  forth  its  fruits  in  per- 
fection. If,  said  Mr.  G.,  there  bea  member  of  this 
House  who  feeb  himsdi  inclined  to  oppose  the 
proposed  amendment  in  <uder  to  secure  ue  supre- 
macy of  a  party,  let  him  r^ect  that  the  same 
weapons  which  he  now  makes  use  of  ibr  the  harm- 
less purpose  of  defeating  an  opponent  may,  hf 
some  future  party,  be  tamed  agamst  the  liboties 
of  the  country. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  G.  said  that  he  felt  bound  to 
support  the  amendment,  as  well  on  the  broad  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  as  to  secure  the  Constitutional  in- 
dependence of  the  States  and  the  preservation  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Roaa^  of  Ohio,  assigned  at  length  the  rea- 
sons which  influenced  him  to  oppose  this  resolo- 
tion ;  first,  because,  in  one  part  of  it,  respecting 
Representatives,  it  was  wholly  unnecessary,  and 
in  the  other  part,  respecting  Electors,  inexpedient. 

Mr.  Stboko,  of  New  York,  next  spok^  in  op- 
position to  the  resolution,  on  Uie  grotmds  gen- 
erally taken  in  of^posttion  to  it,  and  with  the 
additional  reasons  that  the  propcHcd  amendnicnt 

Soes  to  affect  the  powers  ofth»peoj^e,  and  should 
lerefore  be  approached  with  more  hesitation  than 
if  it  related  to  any  of  the  powers  <^  the  Govern- 
ment, and  should  not  be  touched  at  all  unless  under 
an  indispensable  necessity. 

Mr.  Brevard  said,  that  he  had  intended  on  this 
occasion,  as  on  others,  to  have  refrained  from  tak- 
ing any  part  in  the  debate,  as  he  had  generally 
found,  that  what  occurred  to  him,  as  necessary 
or  proper  to  be  said,  was  as  well  or  better  said  by 
others.  But,  as  it  was  his  misfortune  not  to  agree 
with  some  of  hts  friends  and  colleagues,  and  other 
members  of  the  House,  for  whose  opinions  he  en- 
tertained great  respect  and  deference,  he  thought 
it  due  to  them  and  lumself  to  assign  some  of  the 
reasons  which  influenced  his  conduct.  In  dioing 
so,  he  said  he  would  be  as  concise  and  as  little 
tedious  as  possible;  for,  said  he,  I  am  desirous  of 
avoiding  wnat  I  conceive  to  be  a  great  evil  here, 
namely,  a  profusion  and  waste  of  words;  involv- 
ing what  is  much  to  be  regretted — a  loss  of  pre- 
cious time,  and  an  useless  expenditure  of  pnUic 
money^.  For  time  is  money,  and  the  economy  of 
time  IS  important 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  ever  held  in  the  highest  esti- 
mation, in  reverence,  that  instrument  which  it  was 
then  proposed  to  alter,  for  the  puniose,  as  it  was 
said,  of  amending  it.  He  had  afways  b^eved 
that  it  was  our  hi^est  political  interest,  and  there- 
fore a  duty  incumbent  upon  us,  to  cherish  a  vene- 
ration for  this  instrument,  and  inculcate  it  in  others. 
He  therefore  r^rded  as  a  species  of  sacrilege 
every  attempt  to  change  or  alter  any  oi  its  features 
on  any  pretence  wliaieTef . 
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He  was  not  ignoraot,  he  said,  that  the  CoQsti- 
tutioD  eoDtain«l  a  provision  for  its  own  amead- 
ment;  that,  in  virtue  of  this  provision,  it  had  been 
altered  ;  and  that  the  alteration  then  proposed  was 
in  conformity  to  this  provision.  But,  he  said,  be 
was  not  entirely  satisfied  that  every  inaovation  and 
change  which  had  been  made  was  an  improve- 
ment which  would  be  saaetioned  by  time  and  ex- 
perience. 

This  CoDstitntion,  he  said,  was  formed  at  a  most 
propitious  period,  and  under  circumstances  pecu- 
liarly fortunate.  Those  who  formed  it  brought  to 
the  work  more  of  pure  unmixed  patriotism,  and 
leas  of  human  passion,  prejudice,  and  interest,  than 
had  ever  happened,  or  would,  perhaps,  ever  hap- 
pen again  on  uiy  occasion  of  equal  importance. 

Wc  owe  itj  said  he^  to  the  virtue  and  die  wisdom 
of  thoae  enlightened  patriots  to  betieve  that  what 
thejr  did  was  not  done  withoat  consideration ;  and, 
also,  to  those  able  men,  who  afterwards  severely 
enmined  and  finalltr  approved  it,  to  believe  that 
it  is  as  perfect  as  numan  wisdom  and  skill  can 
make  it.  In  his  judjginent  then,  be  said,  it  would 
be  unwise  and  unsara  to 'abridge,  enlarge^  or  other- 
wise change  any  of  its  ]^vuions,  without  the  most 
evident  and  urgent  necessity^  and  without  the 
clearest  and  most  perfect  conviction  oi  the  utility 
and  safety  of  the  measure. 

It  is  not,  he  said,  for  every  cause,  productive  of 
possible  evil,  which  the  speculQtive  mind  of  man 
majr  discover,  and  would  guard  against  by  antici- 
pation, that  this  invaluable  charter  is  to  undergo 
a  change  at  the  will  or  the  caprice  of  the  L^is- 
latore. 

He  did  think  it  important  that  this  charter 
ought  to  be  held  in  high  and  dear  respect  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States;  not  as  imperfect, 
uncertain,  and  mutable— but  as  perfect — clear  as 
light — and  as  stable  as  the  hill  of^ thia  Capitol. 

He  was  not,  he  said,  for  removing  one  barrier 
of  the  Ckmstitution,  and  replacing  it  by  another, 
on  any  pretext,  hovrever  {dauaible  it  might  appear 
at  first  view;  and  he  would  not  incline  to  do  so 
till  he  eonld  dtarlr  dtseon  and  appreciate  the 
efmaeqnenoes  of  meh'  a  change,  y/ith  the  lights 
he  thai  had,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  could  not  clearly  see 
that  the  alteration  proposed  might  not  produce, 
eventually,  full  as  much  harm  as  good. 

There  was,  perhaps,  he  said,  evil  to  be  appre- 
hended in  either  view  of  the  subject.  On  which 
side  the  evil  was  most  likely  to  preponderate,  was, 
to  his  mind,  at  least  problematical.  He  was,  there- 
fore, for  preserving  the  Constitution  inviolate,  un- 
til there  should  be  a  necessity  more  pressing  than 
any  that,  to  him,  was  then  perceptible,  for  amend- 
ing it. 

It  is  better,  said  he,  to  bear  those  ills  we  have, 
than  to  fly  to  others  that  we  know  not  of.  It  will 
be  time  enough  when  some  serious  evil  is  felt,  or 
seen  to  approach  so  near  as  to  be  distinctly  ob- 
served, ana  to  threaten  our  peace  and  safety,  to 
prepare  the  necessary  defence  against  it. 

The  natore  and  magnitude  of  the  evil,  said  Mr. 
B.  will  then  more  clearly  suggest  the  appropriate 
safeguard. 


H.  OPR. 


The  Legislature  of  each  State,  Mr.  B.  said,  now 
has  the  power  of  prescribing  the  times^  the  places 
and  the  manner  of  holding  electiims  ua  Senators 
and  Representatives  ;  but  Congress  may  make  any 
alteration  as  to  the  times,  and'the  manner,  but  not 
as  to  the  places  of  election.  In  the  election  of 
President,  the  L^islature  of  each  State  is  empow- 
ered to  direct  the  manner  of  appointing  Electors. 
An  opinion,  said  he,  is  entertained  by  some,  that 
the  power  vested  in  the  L^islature  of  each  State, 
of  directing  the  manner  of  appointing  Electors, 
does  not  imply  the  power  of  appointment  by  the 
L^islatore  itself,  in  exclusion  of  popular  elec- 
tion. He  would  not,  he  said,  on  this  point  ^as  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary)  deliver  any  opmion. 
His  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stbono,)  who 
sat  near  him,  had  a^^ued  it  with  ability  and  sao- 
cess.  The  povrer  and  the  duty,  Mr.  B.  said,  of 
expounding  the  Constitution  in  relati<Hi  to  tnat 
pomt  belonged  to  the  Lwislature  of  each  State, 
when  required  to  actio  obedience  to  its provisiiHuf 
and  he  did  not  doubt  tliey  would  act  with  proper 
deliberation  and  caution. 

Mr.  B.  said,  it  is  a  principle  which  lies  as  the 
foundation  of  all  our  institutions,  political  and 
civil,  that  the  will  of  the  majority  shall  govern. 
'When,  said  he,  we  advert  to  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  the  Federal  compact,  and  take  into  con- 
sideration that  it  was  formed  by  the  people  of  the 
several  States,  composing  setnrate  and  distinct 
communities— that  the  ends  for  which  it  was  c<»i- 
trived  were  the  defence  and  safety  of  each  mid 
every  of  these  distinct  communities,  as  well  as  ^e 
defence  and  safety  of  them  all,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Confederacy — ^we  will  be  induced 
rather  to  incline  in  favor  of  preserving  the  power, 
which  the  several  States  now  have,  of  r^ulating 
the  subject  under  consideration,  than  of  depriving 
them  of  it,  and  vesting  it  in  the  Congress.  Occa- 
sions may  render  it  necessarv  for  the  States  to 
exercise  it,  and  the  lime  has  Deen  when,  in  some 
of  the  States,  it  had  been  considered  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  public  welfare  to  exercise  it  by 
providing  against  division,  and  insuring  unanimity 
in  the  choice  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  by  no  means  clear  that  this 
power  ought  not  to  rest  where  it  now  resides,  al- 
though it  might,  possibly,  sometimes  be  abiued. 
Every  thing  m  human  invention,  however  excel- 
lent, however  admirable  and  benefleial,  is  liaUe 
to  abuse.  An  argument  derived  from  the  possible 
abase  of  a  power,  was  not  a  sufficient  aigument 
against  its  legitimate  exercise.  He  said  he  would 
not  go  into  detail — that  bad  been  done  by  others 
better  qualified  for  the  task.  He  could,  he  said, 
add  little  by  way  of  illustration  to  what  had  been 
already  advanced.  . 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  expressed  the 
grounds  of  his  hostility  to  this  resolution,  which 
he  considered  as  proposing  a  pernicious  innova- 
tion on  the  Constitution,  under  the  influence  of 
fanciful  and  theoretical  notions,  tuder  circum- 
stances of  the  House  and  of  the  country  not  favor- 
aUe  to  a  correct  decision. 

Mr.  Stobbb,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  resolu- 
tion on  principle  and  on  the  groond  of  the  im- 
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policy  of  li^htl^  inTading  the  present  proriooiu 
of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  defended  the  resolu- 
tion, on  the  ground  of  the  necessity  of  some  changje 
u  the  Constitution,  f  he  did  not  pronounce  this 
the  only  chanze  which  could  be  made,  or  the  best, 
though  he  inclined  to  think  it  the  best,)  lo  guard 
against  the  effects  of  intrigue  on  elections. 

JMr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  strongly  sup- 
ported the  resolution  on  its  known  merits,  and  on 
the  ground  that  the  amendmrnt  which  it  pro- 
poees  to  the  Constitotion  inrolTes  no  innoTatim, 
out  to  Tcstrae  to  that  iutrameDt  a  feature  in  re^ 
gard  to  Eleet«ff^  which  it  originally  possessed, 
i^ch  had  been  taken  from  it  by  consttiMtion. 
The  ddivery  <^Mr.  W.'s  speech  occupied  Burty 
aa  how. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  spoke  decidedly  in 
•amort  of  the  resolution,  as  calculated  to  restore 
to  tne  people  the  exercise  of  the  sovavign  power, 
1^  which  they  had  in  praetiee  been  dirested,  con- 
trary to  what  oi^bt  to  have  been  the  eonitraction 
of  the  Coostituuon. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows : 

YiAi — McHTs.  Adams,  AUad  of  New  York,  Archer 
of  Hanltod,  B»ker,  Bdl,  B»j]j,  Beecher,  Bloom< 
field)  Brown,  BniiA,  Burton,  Butler  of  New  Hamp- 
•hiie»  Butler  of  Louinana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett, 
Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Colpeper, 
Couman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Dandson,  Eddy,  Edwards 
«f  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Pay, 
FMmt,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Groea  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Habart,  Hooka,  Jackaon,  Jobnaon, 
KiBMj,  Kinsley,  Little,  Lincoln,  LiTcrmore,  Lowndea, 
Maelay,  McCullough,  McLane,  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Kentacky,  Mwcer,  Metcalf,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  T. 
L.  Moore,  Morton,  Mowley,  Meale,  Nelson  of  Masaa- 
•  daaatta,  PaAor  of  Maasacbnsatts,  Pitcher,  Plomer, 
Jtaakin,  Rich,  Ricbarda,  Rtduaond,  Ringfold,  Rob- 
•rtani,  Ross,  Sawyer,  Silsbee,  Sunkiiia,  Sloan,  Smith 
of  New  J«sey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Norlb 
CaroUoa,  Stevens,  Street,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy,  Tncker 
ef  Virginia,  Upham,  Walker,  Warfield,  WeDdover, 
Whitman,  Wiliiama  of  Virginia,  and  Wood— 93. 

Naxs — Meaars.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Maaaa- 
dwsetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baldwin,  BarboDr,  Bre- 
wd,  Barwetl,  Caae,  Clark,  Crawford,  Darlington, 
DennisoD,  Dickinaon,  Earle,  Edwards  of  PennsyWa- 
nia,  Forrest,  Oamett,  Gray,  Oroaa  of  Fennqrivania, 
OuyoD,  Hardin,  HifasfamaD,  Hill,  Hoitetter,  Jonea  of 
Ttaginia,  Latiiiop,  McOoy,  MeCreary,  Harcband, 
Mdgs,  B.  Moore,  Mnrray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patlerson,  Pbilson,  Randolph, 
B«d,  Rbea,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sergeant,  A.  Smjth  of  Vir< 
^■a,  Sontbard,  Storra,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr, 
Terrell,  Tncker  of  Sonlb  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udtee,  and 
Wallace— 64. 

Two-thirds  of  the  members  present  not  having 
Toted  in  its  favor,  the  rescrfntion  was  of  course  de- 
clared to  be  r^edtd. 

Fbidat,  January  26. 
Mr.  QoxHAM  presented  a  petition  of  wadry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  luwaehnaett^  pnpag 
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that  measures  may  be  adopted  by  the  (SoTemment 
of  the  United  States,  in  concert  with  the  GoTern- 
mena  of  other  civilized  and  Christian  nations,  to 
abolish  the  practice  of  privateering,  or  capturing 
and  condemoing  private  property  in  time  of  war ; 
which  petition  was  refened  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Government  ior 
the  year  1821 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whde. 

Mr.  RicB,  from  the  Committee  of  Clain^  made 
a  report  on  the  petitioa  of  Samuel  T.  AndeiaoB, 
acompaniedbyaUlliwliisreUef;  which watread 
twice,  and  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ahoebsoh,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
PuUic  Lands,  reported  a  Inll  to  estaUiA  an  ad- 
ditional land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Mich^nn. ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  comnutted  to  a  Comr 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Brush,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  granting  certain  islands  in  the  Tennessee 
river  to  the  State  of  Alabama  j  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Seboeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  J»- 
dJciary,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  mtitled 
"Ad  act  for  r^ulatiiijg  process  in  dte  courts  of  the 
United  Stales #luch  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  taUe.   The  hill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enaettdt  <(«•■  That  In  all  salts  and  actwas  in 
any  district  conrt  of  the  United  States,  in  which  it  ahaU 
appear  that  the  judge  of  such  court  is  any  ways  eoa- 
cemed  in  interest,  or  baa  been  of  coanM  for  either 
party,  or  is  so  related  to,  or  coonected  with,  either 
party,  as  to  render  it  improper  for  him,  in  his  niinion, 
to  sit  on  the  trial  of  such  suit  or  action,  it  ahall  be 
the  duty  of  such  judge,  on  application  of  either  par^, 
to  catMe  the  &ct  to  be  enlem  on  the  reeords  of  the 
coort,  and  alio  an  order  that  an  anthentkated  eopy 
tbereoi;  wiUi  all  the  proceedings  in  such  sadi  suit  or 
action,  shall  be  forthwith  certified  to  the  next  circuit 
court  of  the  diatrict ;  and  if  there  be  do  circnit  in  sach 
district,  to  the  next  circuit  eoim  ^  the  State,  and  if 
there  be  no  drcuit  court  in  such  State,  to  the  most 
convenient  circuit  court  in  an  adjacent  State  ;  which 
circuit  court  shall,  upon  aucb  record  being  filed  wkh 
the  clerk  thereof;  take  cognizance  thereof  in  the  like 
manner  aa  if  audi  suit  or  action  had  been  origiaally 
eoumeaeed  in  that  court,  and  ahall  proceed  to  facsx 
and  detenaino.tbe  same  aeoonlingly.  And  the  juris- 
diction of  such  drcnit  court  shall  extend  to  all  snch 
casea  so  removed  as  were  cognisable  in  the  distriet 
court  from  which  the  same  was  removed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  9th  in- 
stant, requiring  him  to  state  "  wAen  and  tchy  the 
agency  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments  was  first  estab- 
lished, and  whether  the  same  may  not  be  discon- 
tinued without  any  detriment  to  the  puUic  ser^ 
vice which  report  was  read,  and  refmed  to  the 
Committee  on  E^qienditures  in  the  Tresmry  De- 
partment. 
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Javvaby,  1831. 


Latttria  in  the  Dittrict  of  CofumMa. 


H.  OF  B. 


An  enntwsed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  Pres^ent  of  the  United  States  to  remove  the 
land  office  in  the  distria  of  Lawrence  countj,  in 
the  Territorr  of  Arkansat,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  meeai^  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Snate  have  paaaed  biUs  of  the  following 
title^towit:  "Anactfiir  the rdicf  of  Jolm  Co^ 
fee "An  act  ez^anatory  of  aa  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Leander  Cathcart,"  passed  Mar  15th,  in  the 
nar  1820 ;  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas 
Perkins in  which  biUs  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  Hoose. 

The  Hoose  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tiie  whole  Hoose  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moisan  Brown 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
ros^  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  resolred  itseU  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  Charles  Townsend  aad 
Jonas  Williams ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, Mr.  Spbakeb  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Hill 
leported  the  resolution  submitted  in  the  said  report, 
with  aa  amendmait,  to  wit:  strike  oat  the  wtwd 
DflC  before  the  word  momtd^  ao  at  to  make  the  reso- 
Intion  read,  "  JiMoEMd.  That  the  claim  of  Charles 
Townsend  and  Jonas  WOliams,  of  Bnfialo,  in  die 
State  of  New  York,  ought  to  be  allowed." 

And  on  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  the  said  amendment,  it  was 
d^ermined  in  the  negative. 

The  resolution  submitted  in  the  said  report  was 
then  concurred  in  by  the  House  as  follows : 

Retolved,  Th»t  the  claim  of  Charles  Townsend 
and  Jonas  Williams,  of  Bufialo,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tiie  bill  to  establish  the  district  of 
Pearl  riv« ;  which  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  restored  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
dw  Wh^  on  the  biU  to  xcctdate  die  cnbTT  of  mer- 
dundiaa  imported  into  the  United  States  from  any 
adIjaiMnt  territorr.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  tob6engrosaed,and  read 
a  diird  time  to-morrow. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Web- 
ster ;  which  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  wdered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  o(  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore ;  which  was  read  and  coneotred 
in  by  the  Hcftise,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  tomoreow. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  tides,  to 
wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Coflee "An 
act  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
I«eander  Cadicazt,"  passed  tiay  15th,  in  die  year 
X830;  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Per- 
kins f  were  seraally  read  the  first  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
diat  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 


act  for  the  rdief  of  Nathan  Ford,"  in  which  they 
a^  the  cononrrence  of  this  House. 

DraTRIOT  LOTTERIfiS. 
Mr.  MincERf  from  the  Committee  for  the  Du- 
trict  of  Columbia,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  8th 
instant,  to  make  certain  inquiries  respecting  the 
lotteries  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  15th  mMMf, 
1820,  entided  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabn 
tants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal 
all  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  refored  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Jadieiary.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

Th«  Commitlee  oo  ths  District  of  Ctdimbia,  to 
whoa  wu  roferred  a  rosolutien  of  tb«  Hoase  (riT  Re^ 
i«asBt«tives,lnstraetlagtlMmto  "inqafae  into  and  le- 
port  to  die  Hovse  the  nuaiber  of  lotteries  wbidi  have 
been  institated  in  the  District,  by  virtue  <^  an  •«! 
which  ptSMd  the  I6th  of  Hay  1890,  'to  incotpoMs 
Uh  inbabhaots  of  the  Ci^  of  Washington,  and  to 
petl  sU  acts  hereto&re  pused  for  that  purpose  ;*  the 
(rtijecta  for  which  the  moneys  an  to  be  raiMd ;  the 
amount  of  etch  scheme,  and  the  total  nominal  value  of 
Ab  tiekela  ofieMd  for  sale;  the  rate  of  reduction  pro- 
posed to  be  made  froai  die  priH*;  andthegroMUBOant 
of  the  [ffoeeeds  of  the  aala  lotteirisa,  whidi  will  oome 
into  th«  hands  of  the  managen  ;  and,  also,  iriMther 
the  conditioQ  of  tho  said  act  of  iacorpontfam  has  ben 
complied  with,  so  &r  as  it  respects  the  authority  to 
imise  money  by  lotteries have,  acoordingiy,  had  the 
said  resolulion  under  cooitderatioD,  and  respectfolly 
repOTt: 

That,  under  the  act  cf  inoorporatiMi  refisrred  to  in 
the  said  resoluUon,  oae  loCteiy  only  bat  been  aotboiw 
ized  by  the  Corporatioo  of  the  City  of  Waslungtoa ; 
bat  the  coBunittM  vresaming  it  to  have  been  Oa  nn^ 
pooa  of  the  resoluti«i(tf  the  House  of  Repreeeatattvas 
to  ascertain  how  the  poww  to  rdao  money  by  lotlevy 
has  been  hitherto  exerted  Ij  the  Corporation,  have 
extended  their  inqaiiy  to  die  lotteries  anthorised  hf 
an  amendment  of  the  fimner  cbafter  of  the  OorpiK 
ration. 

The  terms  of  that  amendment  which,  as  &r  back  *s 
the  «lh  of  May,  181S,  vetted  in  the  Ci^  CoiporatiOB 
the  power  of  raiting  laoBey  faj  loMtiy,  are,  in  tMb- 
ttantial  import,  the  tame  with  thete  of  the  rraewed 
charter,  except  that  in  the  latter  the  duration  of  this 
power  it  limited  to  ten  yeart.  In  both*  it  is  eidijecled 
to  the  control  of  the  Prerident  of  the  United  etaitt  t 
and  every  retdation  adopted  by  the  CoiporatiM,  ja 
porauance  of  this  power,  hat  been  aubtequeatly  ^ 
proved  by  the  President. 

The  first  resolndon  of  the  Boards  ef  AldamM  and 
Common  Ooaaeil  ef  the  OiQr,  in  whidi  Its  legislative 
power  it  vtsied  by  its  ehartsr,  aathoflsed  the  rairing 
of  ten  thoatand  doUara  by  lottery,  "fitr  boUdlBg,  ea> 
tablishing,  and  endowing  two  puUie  tchoot-hentat  on 
the  LtDcatterian  aystem,"  and  received  the  apwo- 
bation  of  Mr.  Haditon  on  the  S3d  of  November,  IslS. 

Seven  other  leaolattoiu,  each  giving  power  to  raite 
by  lottery  a  like  smoant,  have  emanated  from  the 
tame  authority  tince  the  above  period ;  one  of  theat 
ntolutioQt  having  been  ajpproved  in  evmy  sabteonent 
year,  except  the  year  1813,  and  the  last  on  Ae  31st  itf 
October,  IffiH). 

The  three  resolotiont  next  following  die  firtt,  add 
to  the  oldeeta  vt  pabUc  utHi^  aonght  to  be  proridsd 
for  by  diat  raaoladan— a  penUsntiaiy  and  a  dty  lulL 
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H.  or  R.  LotUrim  in  Hu  Diitrict  of  CUmbNo.  3 Ann  art,  1831. 


In  pamuuiM  of  dwM  Niolatioiiit  tha  mBoKgei^  In 
whom  the  Corporation  vMted  the  power  of  eanjiny 
their  purpoM  into  efieet,  hsve  contrsctM),  at  dilment 
periods,  for  the  drawing  of  five  totteriei,  or  daaees  of 
a  lottery.  The  first  of  these  aotborized  the  tale  of 
tickets  to  the  amoont  of  one  hantlred  end  fitly  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  for  thii  the  CorporttioD  was,  by 
th«  eontract  of  the  managers  with  toe  lottery  agent, 
to  ne^te  ten  theneuid  doHan ;  bat  the  manafen  have 
■tated  to  the  eoanlttee  that,  owing  to  a  misnndei^ 
standing  between  tbemsslvee  and  the  agent  for  that 
elus,  they  have,  ss  yet,  received  no  part  of  that  sum. 

From  the  eeeond  and  third  clasaea,  aathoriung  the 
aale  of  a  number  oS  tickets  of  the  valae  of  9300,000, 
the  managers  have  realized  $30,000,  being  f  10,000 
for  each  class. 

From  the  fearth  class,  which  is  now  drawing,  and 
the  tidela  of  which  amonnl  in  giosa  vahu  to  ^10,- 
000,  tba  managers  will  have  leennd  in  ouarsa  of  the 
ananing  month  96,666  67  -,  and  from  the  fiAh  class, 
the  tickets  of  which  are  computed  at  9400,000,  they 
OXpeet  to  realize  the  further  aom  of  $18^388  88t  being 
in  all  940,000,  from  Uw  anihoiity  granted  by  the  res- 
olutions of  eight  years. 

Copies  of  the  schemes  of  theee  lotteries  have  been 
anbmilted  to  the  committee  by  the  Mayor  of  th«  city 
of  Washington,  throogh  wfaon  the  preceding  foots 
have  been  eolleeted.  bi  lilof  them  the  Tateof  redoe- 
tfon  from  the  priiea  is  fifteen  per  centum. 

The  committee  having  reported  all  the  beta  called 
for  by  the  resolotioa  of  the  House  of  RepreseaUlives, 
are  required  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  the  qneetion, 
"  whether  the  condition  of  the  act  of  corporation  of 
the  dty  of  Waahington  has  been  com|died  with,  so 
for  as  it  rejects  the  authority  to  raise  money  by 
lottflriaa.*' 

As  this  queation  is  likely  to  be  involved  in  a  judicial 
inqoiiy,  now  pending  in  on*  or  non  <tf  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  the  ctmimittea  hope  to  be  excused 
by  the  House  for  forifeaiing  to  express  any  opinion  on 
it.  They  have  annexed  to  tbu  report  the  original 
correspondence  through  which  the  preceding  facta  have 
been  collected ;  together  with  a  copy  of  one  of  the 
contracts  between  the  managers,  appointed  by  the 
cilj  ODrporalion,  ud  the  contractor  for  drawing  one 
of  the  lotteries  aadioriud  hj  a  resolution  of  tha  cor- 
ponlion ;  and  audi  extracts  from  Ute  old  and  new 
cbcflcni  of  the  city  of  Washington  aa  may  serve  to 
illustrate  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  authority  vested 
in  the  corporation  to  raise  money  by  lottery  ;  in  rela- 
ticm  to  all  which  they  respectfully  submit  the  following 
reedtttion  to  the  House  of  Reptesentatives : 

Meaolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  House  of 
Bepieaentetives  to  express  any  opinion  on  tlie  qoas- 
tkm,  whether  the  condition  of  the  act  of  incorporation 
of  the  cilj  of  Washington  has  been  eompliod  with 
by  tha  corporation,  ao  Jar  as  rvgards  the  authority  to 
sain  money  by  iottoy. 

WAanixoTox,  Matok's  Onicx, 
Januarjf  10, 18S1. 

8im:  Your  note  of  the  12th  insUnt  haa  been  re- 
csived,  enclosing  a  resolution  passed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  Sutea  on  the  subject  of 
ttie  city  lotteries.  I  am  now  cdleeting  the  informa- 
ticm  you  may  require,  and  the  moment  it  is  obtained 
I  shall  transmit  or  wait  on  yon  with  the  same. 

I  have,  dec  S.  N.  8UALLW00D. 

Bon.  CuBiiis  F>  BfsBCBB, 


WiHivoToir,  Matob'i  Omca, 
Janumy  It,  IMl. 

8h:  In  eomfdianee  with  your  note  of  the  ISA 
instant,  submitting  to  i^e  a  resolotion  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  8tb  instant,  relative  to  the  dty 
lotteries  heretofore  authorixod  by  Congrees,  I  transmit 
letters,  with  other  documents,  from  the  register  of  thio 
city  and  the  president  of  the  board  of  managers  of 
said  lotteries,  which  contain  the  information  desired. 
Aa  to  the  purposea  for  wbidi  the  moneya  are  to  be 
raised,  I  nply,  that  a  penitrntiaiy,  two  uuieastoriaB 
soiiool-heaBaih  and  a  et^  hall,  are  to  bo  bailt  out  of 
those  funds.  The  latter  has  been  commenced  on  a 
magnificent  scale,  and  is  progressing  with  great  ra- 
pidity, and,  if  not  impeded  by  the  acts  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  different  Stales,  as  it  respects  our  lotteries, 
we  shall,  in  a  few  years,  aceomptisb  theee  desirable 
objects,  and  thereby  improve  and  embellish  the  roe> 
tropolis  of  the  Union  to  a  considerable  extent,  which, 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  is  the  property  of  tha 
nation  ;  therefore,  it  if  reasonable  to  eondude,  for  rea- 
sons obvious  to  us  sll,  that  it  would  be  the  pride  and 
intereat  of  every  man  in  the  country  to  aid  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  city  in  beautifying  and  adorning  the 
metropoUs  of  thdr  Union.  I  beg  you  will  exenae  this 
small  digression  from  the  subject  of  your  call. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  dec 

SAMUEL  M.  8MALLW00D. 

Hon.  CsABua  F.  MnBcxm, 

CAouwiofi  Diatiia  CommtWer. 


WASHiHsToir,  Rsoisteb's  Optics, 

January  IS,  I83I. 

8in:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  herewith 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  first  resolution  of  the 
corporation  authorixing  the  raising  of  910,000  by  lot- 
tery; and  an  abstract  of  all  the  aucceedlngreeolattoos. 
First  reeolution : 

Raohed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermm  and  Board  of 
Common  Coundl  of  the  City  of  Watkington,  That 
it  is  expedient  to  raise,  by  lottety,  the  sDm  of  ten 
thousand  dollsn  (dear  of  expenses)  f<H-  the  foUowing 
object,  to  the  eccomplishment  of  which  the  ordinary 
funds  of  the  dty  are  inadequate,  via: 

For  building,  esublidbuig,  and  endowing  two  public 
sdiool-honsea  on  the  Lancartorian  system,  (one  tn  tha 
eastm,  and  one  in  the  weetern  aectimi  of  the  d^,) 
the  sum  of  ten  thanaaad  dollan. 

ReMhed,  That  the  Mayor  be,  and  he  is  herein,  re- 
quested to  present  the  foregoing  resolution  to  tho 
President  of  the  United  Statea,  ud  respectfiiUj  coticifc 
his  approbation  tliereto. 

Approved,  November  S3,  1813. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Second  resolution,  authorixing  the  raising  of  ton 
thousand  dollars  for  a  penitentiary. 
AvpnmAt  August  S,  1S14. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Third  resolution,  authorixing  the  raising  of  tm 
thotuand  dollars  tor  a  town-house  or  dty  hall. 
Appraved,  May  10, 1816. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Fourth  reeolution,  authoridng  the  raidng  oftsK 
thousand  dollars  for  two  public  scbool-honees,  a  peni- 
tentisry,  and  a  dty  hall. 

Appzoved,  April  M,  1818. 

JAMES  HADIBOXf. 
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Kith  lanliition,  ■athoriiing  the  ninog  of  ten 
thoDMBd  dollan  for  nme. — ApproTed,  April  6,  1817. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Sixth  roMlation,  «Qtborizing  the  railing  of  ten 
thoQMnd  dolluB  for  ume. — ApproTod,  Oct.  19,  1816. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Seventh  MMdatioOi  ftuthoriziDg  the  rwiing  of  tea 
tbooMod  doUan  for  MUiM^ApproTed,  Oct  S9,  1819. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Ei^lb  reaolatioo,  aathoritiog  the  railing  of  ten 
tbontand  dollen  for  Mme.^ — ApprOTed,  Oct.  31,  1820. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
I  am,  reepectfallyt  your  obedient  aerrant, 

WILLIAM  HEWITT, 
RoaiB  C.  WxioBTXAV,  Ecq. 

Extraet*  fiym  the  oid  and  new  eharten  of  the  Citjf 
of  Watninrton,  UhuinUipe  of  it»  power  to  raUe 
money  by  httery. 

That  (he  aaid  corporation  aball  have  full  power  and 
•Dthority  to  anUiorize,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Preaideot  of  the  United  Statea,  the  drawing  of  lotta- 
riea  for  the  emUon  of  bridgea,  and  effecting  ao^  im* 
portant  unproTamenta  in  the  dtj  which  the  ordinary 
nvenoe  thereof  will  not  accompUab,  for  Ule  term  oif 
tan  year* :  Provided,  That  the  amonnt  ao  aaihoriiad 
to  be  raised  in  each  year  aball  not  ezcead  the  aom  of 
ten  thonaand  dollara,  clear  of  expenaea. 

The  said  corporation  aball  alao  have  power  and  au- 
thority to  provide  for  the  eatabliabment  and  supertn< 
tendance  of  public  achoola,  and  to  endow  the  same ; 
to  astabliah  and  erect  hospitals  or  pest-bouaea,  watch 
and  work<hoaaea,  hoases  of  correction,  penitentiary, 
ud  other  pnUie  buildings,  and  to  paaa  all  tawa  wbidi 
■ball  be  deemed  necesaary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  powers  vested  by  this  act  in  the 
aaid  corporation  or  its  officers.  [Pamphlet  copy,  page 
87  of  tbe  acta  of  Uie  lat  session,  16th  Uongress.] 

By  an  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, which  passed  May  8,  1812.  the  corporation 
waa  veated  with  fnll  power  to  anthoriza  the  drawing 
of  lotteriea,  for  effbeting  any  important  improTement 
ID  the  dty  which  tbe  ordinary  fnnda  or  ravenne  theie- 
of  will  not  aecompliah :  Provided,  That  the  amonnt 
to  be  raised  in  each  year  shall  not  exceed  tbe  lum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars :  And  provided,  also,  That  the 
otgect  for  which  tbe  money  ia  intended  to  be  raised 
shall  be  first  submitted  to  the  President  of  Uie  United 
Statea,  and  shall  be  approved  of  by  him  ;  and  to  pass 
all  laws  whidi  shall  be  deemed  oeceaaary  and  proper 
for  eariyuig  into  exeeatton  the  foregoing  powera ;  and 
all  other  poweii  veated  in  tha  corporation  or  any  of 
ita  officeia,  either  \ij  tbia  act  or  any  former  one.  [Vol. 
II,  liswa  of  the  United  Statea,  page  163.] 

Wasbisbtoit,  JontMiry  li,  ISSl. 
Sib:  I  bave  this  moment  received  your  commnni- 
cation  of  this  morning,  enclosing  a  reatdntion  of  the 
Houae  of  RepreaentatiTea,  and  a  letter  of  tbe  Chair- 
man of  tbe  Uommittea  on  Uie  Katrict  of  Colnmbia, 
on  tbe  subject  of  the  lotteries  anihorized  by  tbe  char- 
ter of  this  city,  and,  by  direction  of  the  board  of  man- 
agera  trf  the  lotteries,  have  tbe  honor  to  state  that  the 
corporation  baa,  by  authority  of  the  late  and  present 
charter,  authorbed,  op  to  this  period,  the  raisiag  by 
loUary  of  980,000,  for  the  erection  of  two  Lancaslo- 
rian  aehool-bosMa,  a  penitenUary,  and  a  dty  ball*  aa 


will  more  fully  appear  by  the  enclosed  letter  from  the 
register  of  the  dty. 

That  the  board  of  managers  have,  by  authority  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  corporation,  contracted  for  five 
daaaes  of  lotteries ;  that  (be  first  class  amounted,  in 
groaa,  to  9160,000,  for  which  the  managera  were  to 
receive  910,000,  bat  that,  owing  to  a  miinndeiatand- 
ing  between  them  and  tbe  eontmetor  for  that  daaa^ 
they  have  not,  aa  yet,  received  a  cent;  that,  firuB  th* 
second  and  third  classes,  amounting  in  groas  to  9300,* 
000  each,  the  managera  have  realised  930,000,  bains 
910,000  for  each  scheme ;  that,  from  tha  fuurth  class, 
now  drawing,  amounting  in  groaa  to  9310,000,  the 
managers  have  received,  and  will  receive  in  the  cooroe 
of  tbe  month  of  February  ensning,  96,666  67 ;  that, 
from  (he  filth  clasa,  amounting  in  groaa  to  ^400,000. 
tbe  maniwera  expect  to  raaike  913,888  88;  that  1ft 
per  cant,  baa  been  tbe  uniform  dedoction  from  all 
priiea.  aa  will  appear  by  the  endoaed  achemea. 

I  am,  ur,  veiy  reapectfully,  dec. 

R.  WEIOHTMAN, 
Pretident  of  ike  MBnagera. 

Sakcxl  N.  SxAxtwooD,  Esq.,  SHayor. 


Scheme  of  Jtrtt  elau  naHonat  lottery. 


1  prixe  of  930,000 
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do 

30,000 
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do 

10,000 

3 

do 

6,000 

S 

do 

1,000 

0 

do 

BOO 

SO 

do 

100 

100 

do 

60 

3,000 

do 

36 

la 

are 


130,000 
30.000 
30,000 
16,000 
6,000 
8,000 
8,000 
6,000 
60,000 


3,138  priiea. 
8,862  blanko. 


#160^ 


6,000  tieketa  at  9S0  ia  91M,000. 

Subject  to  a  deduction  of  15  per  cent. 

Scheme     third  elan  naUonal  httery. 


1 
1 
4 
70 
00 
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1  pri»  of  #60,000  - 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


36.000 
10,000 
fi^OQO 
1,000 
100 
13 


10,137  prizaa. 
19,873  blanks. 


30,000  tickeU  at  $10  is  9300,000. 
Subject  to  a  deduction  of  16  per  cent. 

Scheme  of  fovrth  claea  national 
1  prize  of  |SS,000   -  ia 
10,000  • 
6,000 
1,000 
600 
100 
10 
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do 

10,000 

do 
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10,106  prisea. 
19,896  Uanka. 

30,000  tiekeU  at  #7  ia  9S10,000. 
Sot^  to  a  dedndiM  of  16  par  emt 


960,000 
36,000 
10,000 
90,000 
70,000 
6,000 

1«I,000 

taoOiOoo 


lattery. 
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40,000 
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Coatraetfor  thejiflk  elau  of  a  laUery. 

Momonndnm  of  an  «gr«eiiMnt  mads  thU  7lh  day  of 
Octobar,  1820,  liotweoii  Bogar  O.  Weig^tmao,  piwi- 
daiit  <rf  tha  bMTd  of  managwi  of  the  lotteriet  anthor- 
iaad  1^  a  Uw  of  ths  corporation  of  the  Oily  of  Waah< 
iagton,  entitled  "An  act  aathorinDg  a  lottery  or  lotte- 
riaa  in  the  City  of  Waehington,  for  the  porpoMe 
therein  meotioQed,"  by  and  with  the  adTice  and  cod- 
aent  of  a  majority  of  tha  said  managera,  of  the  one 
part,  and  David  Gillespie,  of  the  city  of  New  YoA,  of 
the  other  part,  via : 

The  iaia  Roger  G.  We%htnMn,  as  praridenl,  bath 
•freed  to  aoil  to  thaaaid  David  Oillaapie  the  right  and 
wMlega  of  a  lotteiy,  t<u  the  pnrpoM  of  raiaing  flV 
983  33,  clear  of  axpensea,  as  aathoriaed  in  and  by  the 
said  act  of  the  corporation  of  Washington,  he  con- 
forming, in  all  respects,  to  tho  provisions  and  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  act;  that  the  said 
David  Gillespie  shdl  not  pabUsh  the  scheme  of  the 
said  lottery  until  the  same  shail  be  aobmitted  to  and 
■nnorad  w  the  a^  manageia,  or  a  mqorily  of  them, 
im  mtf  I  he  dull  exacuta  and  deliver  a  bond  to  the 
caid  managoa,  with  tofBciuit  aaeari^,  in  the  penal 
anm  of  930,000,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  said  mane- 
gen,  or  a  majority  of  them,  conditioned  for  the  true 
and  ftjUiful  discharge  of  hia  duty  in  selling  the  tickets, 
the  payment  of  the  priaei,  and  for  condacting  the  said 
lotteiy  £urly  and  honestly,  according  to  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  this  agreement,  and  of  the  aaid 
law  of  the  corporation  of  Washington;  Uiat  the  aaid 
David  GiDas^  is  to  ba  at  the  entire  ezpenaa  of  the 
said  lottery,  and  shall,  before  the  commeocement  of 
the  drawing  thereof,  pay  to  the  president  of  the  said 
board  of  managers  ttio  sum  of  Vl3,333  33,  being  the 
fiill  consideration  for  the  said  lottery  to  the  said  man- 
agers; that  the  said  managen,  or  a  committee  of 
them,  or  snch  other  pereon  or  persons  as  they  may 
iq^oint,  shall  have  the  privilege  at  all  times  of  exam- 
inuV  into  the  state  of  the  said  lottery,  which  shall  be 
drawn  in  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  presence  of 
at  least  three  of  the  said  managers,  and  shall  be  con- 
elnded  within  one  year  firom  the  commencement  of  the 
drawing,  and  the  prizes  paid  within  the  time  limited 
in  the  said  act  of  the  corporation  ;  that  the  scheme  of 
the  said  lottery  shall  not  excMd,  in  the  gross  amount, 
thesumof«400/>00. 

And  it  is  the  understanding  of  the  parties  that  the 
said  David  Gillespie  shall  have  die  raftiaal  ttf  the  lotta- 
liaa  for  rainog  the  balance  of  the  money  anthoriacd  fay 
tta  nid  act  of  the  corporation  of  Wadungton,  paying 
at  die  rata  of  98,338  88  for  evaiy  9100,000  of  the  groM 
amonnt. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  have  hereto 
sabaeribed  thdr  namite,  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written, 

DATID  GILLESPIE, 
R.  C.  WEIGHTNAN, 
Preaideni. 

BALANCES  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  coosider  the  bill  author- 
i2ing  the  Seeretanr  of  the  Treasury  to  transfer 
eextain  balances  or  appropriations  to  the  surplus 
fund ;  and  the  amendment  reported  thereto  yester- 
day by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 
read,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Sec.  %.  And  bt  it  further  maded.  That,  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  aeeounu  of  the  Navy  Department  for 
msiiam  or  snp^iaa  aocniing  pdoc  to  tha  flnt  dqr  of 


JAM0ABY,  1821. 


July,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  the  ezpMidi- 
tures  shall  be  diarged  to  arrearages  ;  and  that  toe  an* 
expended  balances  of  any  appropriations  made  for  the 
naval  service  prior  to  that  time  may  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  such  expenditures  without  regard  to  the 
particular  object  for  wfaidi  andi  aiqiropriations  were 
made. 

Mr.  Mbiob  mored  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  theM  words:  **  Of  the  moneys  appro- 

Sriated  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  ana  i» 
emption  of  the  principal  of  the  puUic  debt,  <me 
miUion  fire  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  seventy  cents 
so  as  to  exempt  tnis  sum  from  being  earned  to  the 
surplus  fund. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend,  it 
was  detennined  in  the  negative.  And  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  29. 
Mr.  Wenoover  presented  a  memoriai  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Ae  city  of  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  a  proclamation  of  the  Su- 
preme Director  of  the  Republic  of  Chili,  dated 
the  20th  of  August  last,  declaring  in  a  state  of 
rigorous  blockade  all  the  ports  and  anchorages  of 
South  America,  from  Iquiqui  to  Guayaquil  inclu- 
sive, embracing  a  range  of  coast  more  extensive 
than  the  whole  Atlantic  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  and  praying  that  the  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  may  be  so 
augmented  as  to  afibrd  efficient  protection  to  the 
commerce  of  Uie  United  States  in  that  sea ;  whidi 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eiga  A&irs. 

Mr.  Rbea,  reported  a  bill  to  authtvize  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  certificates ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  die 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Crnte. 

Mr.  Whitman,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  nth  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  contmue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  cur- 
rency within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain," 
passed  on  the  29tb  day  of  Apri^  1816,  so  far  as 
the  same  relates  to  the  crowns  and  five  iranc 
pieces  of  France;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  Houiea  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  r^y  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Uie  11th  instant,  re- 
specting the  inspectors,  weighers,  gangers,  and 
measurers,  employed  in  the  custom-^ousea  of  the 
United  States  within  the  last  five  years,  and  ac- 
companied with  a  statement  of  the  names  of  du 
persons  employed  as  agrats  for  building  and  sup- 
plying lighthouses,  revenue  cutters,  and  marine 
hospitals,  for  the  last  five  years,  with  the  mon^ 
paid  to  each ;  which  letter  and  statem^t  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Floyo  submitted  the  following  zescdulion, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  en  the  laUa 
one  day  for  consideratiMt : 
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Maohed,  That  the  SeeraUry  of  th«  Dspurtment  of 
Wir  be  required  to  iafbrm  thu  Hotue  how  mkoy  ftc- 
tora,  or  trading-hoaees,  are  now  eatabluhed  in  the 
United  States,  aad  t«rritoriea  thereof ;  the  date  of  the 
estaMtahnient  of  each ;  the  pcnnti  at  which  they  are 
located ;  the  number  of  persons  attached  to  each ;  the 
namber  of  troopa,  if  any,  and  other  military  protection 
allowed  to  each ;  likewiia  a  detuled  etatemMit  <^  the 
ImriBeee  done  at  each  honae  for  ten  yean  laat  past, 
■howing  the  amonnt  of  goods  aent  to  each  station  an< 
Btially;  the  expeoBe  of  transportation  there;  the 
tmonnt  aolil,  and  the  receipts  at  each  hoase,  distin- 
gnistung  between  caah  and  peltries,  and  the  ezpcnae 
of  transporting  them  to  Washington  Citj ;  the  price 
at  which  peltries  have  been  sold  at  Georgetown,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  the  ezpeaae  of  keeping  up 
aadi  tradingJionae,  distingiuildng  between  the  aalaiy 
of  the  fiwtora  and  their  airfatanta ;  the  eontingeneiea 
and  the  military  [notsetion ;  with  a  list  of  the  Indiana 
dvilixed  and  converted  to  the  Christian  faith  by  the 
<^>antioo  of  the  fiictory  syriem,  from  its  establishment 
in  179C,  Dp  to  this  day ;  together  vrith  a  statement  of 
die^entire  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
on  acconnt  of  tiie  fictory  ayitemf  froiv  it*  commence- 
ment  until  this  time. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Committee  on  Military  A£birs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  there  be  any  tracts  or 
parcels  of  land  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  now  or  heretofore  used  as  sites  for  forts,  gar- 
risons, or  camps,  and  which  are  no  longer  neces- 
sary for  sQcfa  purposes,  and  may  be  sola  without 
injury  to  the  public  service. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  rdief  of  Nathan  Ford,"  was  read  twic^  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  followiog  titles,  to 
wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Perkins;" 

An  act  explanatory  of  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Leander  Catacart,"  passed  May  the  15th, 
in  the  vear  1820;  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Coffee;"  were  sererally  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Committee  on 
Prirate  Land  Claims,  the  second  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  and  die  third  to  the  Committee  on 
tbe  Public  Lands. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
"An  act  to  establish  the  district  oF  Pearl  rira 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Webster;"  and  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  imported 
into  the  United  States  from  any  adjacoit  terri- 
tory;" were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
paned. 

Mr.  Babbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affidra.  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  machine  to 
be  bvilt  for  hatding  up  ships ;  wnich  was  read 
twie^  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wliole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

An  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  transfer  certain  oalances  of  appro- 
priations to  the  surplus  fond,  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  being  on  its  passage,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
LowHDES,  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  p>ersons  in  Balti- 
Qoie  (for  the  detention  of  the  ships  sunk  during 
the  late  war  for  defeaee)  was  read  a  third  time. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  WiLLiAue,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on 
the  ground  that  it  proposed  to  go  too  far  in  allow- 
iug  for  the  whole  time  the  vessels  remained  sunk, 
instead  of  such  a  time  as  might  have  beeq  neces- 
sary to  raise  and  repair  them. 

On  request  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
motion  was  so  varied  by  Mr.  Williamb  as  to  em- 
brace a  reference  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
instead  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  was 
then  agreed  to. 

SEAMEN— UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  11th  instant, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limitiog  by  law 
the  number  of  seamen,  ndinary  seamen,  and  boys, 
to  be  annually  employed  in  the  service  of  me 
United  States,  and  also  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  numbtt  now  actually  is  sovice,  made 
a  romt  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Goagrca^  amroved  the  third  of 
March,  1801,  a  Naval  Peace  EataUishment  was  fixed 
by  law,  providing  the  number  of  dups  which  should 
be  kept  in  constant  service,  in  time  of  peace,  and  that 
the  residue  should  be  laid  up  in  ordinary,  with  a  sail- 
ing-master, certain  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, attached  to  each  veasel  thus  laid  up;  authoriz- 
ing the  President  to  officer  and  man  the  vessels  to  be 
retained  in  actual  service,  as  he  might  direct,  limiting 
him,  however,  to  two-thiida  of  the  then  present  comj^a- 
ment  of  aeamen  and  (ndinaiy  eeamen,  (by  which  the 
committee  understand  the  two<thirds  of  the  then  fiill 
crews  of  the  ships  retained,^  limiting  the  numbor  of 
captains,  lieutenants,  and  midshipmen,  to  be  retained 
in  the  navy  service  in  time  of  peace,  and  authorizing 
the  Preaident  to  discharge  all  me  other  officers  in  the 
navy  service  of  the  United  States.  That,  by  another 
act  of  Coogreaa,  approved  April  21at,  1S06,  the  Pre- 
sident was  authorized  to  keep  in  actnal  service,  in 
time  of  peaee,  as  many  of  the  frigates  and  other  arm- 
ed vasMus  of  the  United  States,  as,  in  his  judgmMt, 
the  nature  of  the  service  might  require,  and  to  eanae 
the  reaidae  to  be  laid  up  in  ordinary  in  convenient 
ports;  and  the  President  was  authorized  to  officer 
and  man  the  public  anned  vessels  in  actnal  service  in 
time  of  peaee  as  he  might  direct ;  but  the  act  just  re- 
ferred to  limited  the  number  of  captains,  masters  com- 
mandant, lientonaata,  and  midshipman ;  it  finUted, 
loo,  the  number  of  able  aeamen,  ordinary  aeamen, 
and  boys,  to  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  au- 
thorised the  Preaident  to  appoint,  for  the  vesseb  in 
actual  aerviee,  aa  many  officers  of  the  grades  therein 
mentioned  as  might,  in  his  opinion,  be  neceesary  and 
proper.  That,  by  another  act,  approved  March  third, 
1807,  the  Pre^deot  was  authoiized,  in  addition  to  the 
then  present  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  to  employ  a 
ntunber  of  able  aeamen,  ordinary  aeamen,  and  boy^ 
not  Mteeeding  five  hundred,  should  the  exigency  (rf* 
the  public  service  require  it.  That,  by  another  act,  ap- 
proved January  Slat,  1809,  it  was  provided  that,  in 
addition  to  the  frigates  then  employed  in  actnal 
aeivice,  there  should  be  fitted  out,  oiBSoered,  and  man- 
ned, four  other  frigates  by  name ;  and  that  the  Pumk 
dent  might  eqaip,  man,  and  emidoy,  in  actnal  eerriee, 
as  aaoy  of  the  jrablic  armed  veatela,  thm  laid  np  in 
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ocdioaiT,  and  gunboaU.  u,  in  bb  jadgment,  the  pnl^  i 
lie  aemce  mi^t  require  ;  and,  for  the  porpoae  of  car-  i 
nlng  the  proritioDa  of  the  said  net  into  efiect.  the  i 
President  wu  aathorized,  in  addition  to  the  ngmber  1 
of  petty  officers,  able  aoamen,  ordinary  aeamen,  and  i 
boys,  then  anthorized  by  law,  to  appoint,  and  cause  I 
to  be  employed,  three  hundred  midghipmen,  three*  i 
thoBiand  six  hondred  able  aeamen,  ordinary  seameo,  i 
and  boys»  to  be  engaged  to  aerre  for  a  period  not  ex-  i 
ceediog  two  yaara,  but  subject  to  be  sooner  discharg- 
ed.  That,     another  act,  passed  June  S8tb»  1808,  . 
the  President  was  anthorixed,  in  the  event  of  a  Svwo-  , 
Table  change  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country, 
to  cause  to  be  discharged  from  actual  service,  and  laid 
up  in  ordinary,  such  of  the  frigates  and  public  armed 
vessels  as,  in  his  judgment,  a  due  regard  to  the  public 
security  and  interest  would  permit.    That,  by  soother 
act  of  Congress,  paased  March  ZXiHtk,  1812,  the  Presi- 
dent was  aatbomed  to  eaoae  to  be  immediately  re- 
paired, equipped,  and  put  into  aelaal  service,  three 
nigates     name ;  and  it  vas  provided,  that  the  of- 
fleers  and  aeamen  of  the  navy  might  be  increased  so 
far  as  was  necessary  to  officer,  man,  and  equip  the 
vessels  ao  to  be  put  into  service.    That,  by  another 
act  of  Congress,  passed  January  2,  1813,  it  was  pro- 
vided, that  the  President  should  cause  to  be  built, 
equipped,  and  employed,  four  afaipa,  to  rate  not  less 
Oan  seventy.fiiur  gnna.  and  six  to  rata  fi>rty-fi>ur  guns 
each ;  and  Uie  number  of  eommisnoned  and  wanant 
officera,  petty  officers,  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  to  be  employed  on  board  each  of  the  said  ships 
of  seventy-fonr  gun^  was  fixed  by  the  act ;  the  crew, 
so  far  as  it  consisted  of  seamen  and  boys,  wa*  limited 
to  two  hundred  able  seamen,  and  three  hundred  ordi- 
nary seamen  and  boys.   That,  by  another  act,  passed 
March  3d,  1813,  the  Preaident  was  authorized  to  have 
built,  manned,  equipped,  and  commissioned,  for  service, 
MX  sloops  vS  war,  and,  also,  to  have  built  or  procured, 
as  many  sloops,  to  be  employed  on  the  lakes,  as  the 
public  service  might  require ;  and,  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  last  mentioned  act,  the  President  was  au- 
thorized to  appoint  such  officers,  and  to  employ  such 
number  of  seamen,  as  might  be  necessary  for  such 
vessels  as  were  authorized  by  law  to  bo  put  in  com- 
mission, any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  committee  have  thought  it  proper  to  give  to 
the  Houae  a  brief  view  of  the  progress  of  legialation 
in  nlation  to  this  aubject,  and  they  believe  the  forego- 
ing sketdl  anbataatially  to  present  it.  Upon  a  refer- 
ence to  the  various  acts  of  Congress  before  referred 
to,  it  will  befoiud  that,  both  in  the  years  1801  and 
1806,  there  waa  a  Naval  Peace  EaUblishment  fixed 
by  law,  limiting  not  only  the  number  of  seamen  and 
boys,  bnt  of  officera  also.  It  will  be  found,  too,  as 
your  committee  believe,  by  reference  to  datea  com- 
pared with  the  hiatory  of  the  country,  and  indeed  to 
the  language  of  aome  of  the  acts  of  Congrew  them- 
salvca,  Uiat  the  aobaequent  provisions,  in  relation  to 
dit  Maval  Establishment  of  the  United  SUtes,  had  re- 
Ibrence  directly  to  what  either  then  was  or  probably 
soon  would  bo,  the  relation  of  the  country  to  foreign 
Uovernmenta ;  in  short,  that  they  lo(A«d  directly  to  a 
state  either  of  actual  or  probable  war. 

Yoor  committee  understand  the  reaolation  referred 
to  them  to  relate  to  the  number  of  seamen  and  boys  ne- 
cessary to  be  employed  in  time  of  peace,  and  whether 
Uiat  shall  be  fixed  by  taw.  In  the  present  state  of 
tUnga  the  only  limitation  upon  the  number  of  seamen 
in  to  be  found  iiith*appfeprialioBlHll,wluch,in«flacl, 


annually  limits  the  number  to  be  employed  by  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  annually  mqdo  for  that 
ottject.  Your  committee  believe,  that  the  proper  of- 
fice of  the  appropriation  bill,  ii,  as  far  as  practicable, 
to  provide  means  for  objects  authorized  by  existing 
laws ;  there  are  indeed,  .cases  which,  on  account  of  the 
contingent  or  uncertain  character  of  the  expenditure, 
constitute  exceptions  to  this  rule ;  but.  In  general,  the 
rule  is  considered  aa  a  sound  one. 

Tonr  committee  would  fhrlher  remark  that,  in  in- 
vesUgaUng  tlus  snlyect,  they  have  extended  Uioir  in- 
quiries beyond  the  mere  scope  of  the  resolution,  into 
the  prapiety  of  fixing  a  Maval  Peace  Establishment, 
embracmg  as  well  the  number  of  officers  as  ships  to 
be  kept  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  time  of 
peace ;  and  they  beg  leave  shortly  to  submit  some  of 
.  their  reasons  for  thinking  that  there  should  be  a  Peace 
Establishment  in  the  Navy  as  well  as  the  Army,  Al- 
though, by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statea,  the 
President  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  y«t  it  belongs  to  Congrem  to  ''raise  aiui  ann- 
port"  the  one,  and  "to  provide  and  maintain"  ua 
other ;  the  power  to  provide  and  maintun  impliea  diat 
of  determining  th^  quantum;  a  question,  the  deesiion 
of  which  ought  not  to  be  left,  in  the  oinnion  of  your 
committee,  to  the  Executive  Department,  and  yet,  in 
practice,  it  is  in  effect  left  to  Executive  decision ;  fw, 
as  has  been  before  remarked,  there  being  no  perma- 
nent law  in  force  limiting  the  number  of  officera,  ahipa, 
or  men,  to  be  kept  in  service,  the  <mly  limitation  ia  in 
the  amount  of  appropriation ;  and  your  committee  be- 
lieve  that  in  practice  the  amount  of  the  estimates  haa 
generally  been  appropriated,  without  any  diaenaaion  in 
Congress  as  to  the  necessi^  of  them.  Whatever  con- 
fidence we  may  have  tn  the  EzecuUver  it  seems  not  to 
be  right,  in  prindple,  to  leave  to  its  discretion,  in  efiect, 
the  decision  of  a  question  whidi  bebngs  to  the  Legis- 
Isture. 

Your  committee  believe  Utak  in  Great  Britain,  tbon^ 
the  number  of  seamen  is  not  fixed  by  a  permanent 
law,  yet  it  is  settled  by  the  annual  vote  of  Parliament. 
If  there  were  probable  danger  of  war,  or  difficulty  in 
our  foreign  relations,  it  might  not  be  expedient  to  fix 
the  number  of  seamen  by  a  permanent  law,  but,  in  the 
present  circumitances  of  the  country,  it  seems  to  your 
committee  it  may  be  done.  It  will  be  remembered  it 
is  a  Peace  Establishmeat  whieb  is  oontemplaled  ;  when 
war  ihdl  come,  or  even  upon  its  probable  a|>proacb, 
both  the  Army  and  Nair  will  donbdess  be  placed 
upon  a  footing  suited  to  the  then  altered  state  of  the 
country. 

Your  committee  would  further  remark,  that  an  ad- 
ditional reason  with  them  for  inclining  to  a  Peace  Es. 
tablishment  is  to  fix  the  number  of  officers  who,  they 
believe,  in  many  grades,  an  too  numerous,  and  yet  for 
all  whom,  uutess  their  number  ahall  be  reduced  by 
law,  an  appropriation  must  be  made. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  this  is  a  difficult  and 
delicate  autt}eet ;  the  officen  of  the  Navy  in  the  recent 
war  not  only  distinguished  themselves,  but,  by  break- 
ing  the  charm  of  ini^cibility  belonging  to  the  Britiih 
Navy,  contributed  much  both  to  our  glory  and  oar 
solid  strength  as  a  nation.  The  committee  are  also 
aware  that  many  of  them  have  devoted  some  of  their 
best  years  to  their  profesMon ;  yet,  if  the  interest  of  A* 
'  country  requires  a  reduction,  painful  as  the  duty  is,  it 
r  is  one  which  ought  to  be  performed.  In  relation  to  the 
numbeiof  ships  to  be  retained  in  service,  the  raaaonn 
which  would  prove  the  propriety  of  fiziiw  the  nambnr 
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o£  aMmcn,  would  apply  wMi  faU  tana  to  than ;  in- 
daed,  it  !•  another  ftata  of  Um  lama  qneation,  Id  «at>- 
aUoce,  nnM,  if  the  Dumber  of  eeMMii  be  fixed,  no  more 
voiaeb  wUl  be  employed  than  they  can  man ;  and  the 
&xiag  a  certun  mazimDm  of  seamen  is  considered  a 
more  judicious  course  than  to  fix  the  number  of  ships, 
inasmuch  as  the  President  will  then  be  left  at  liberty  to 
usesnchcIaMesofTesseb  as  mfty,in  his  opinion,  be  best 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  service ;  the  aggregate  of 
the  gaoM,  however,  bnng  limited  by  the  number  of 
men  allowed  to  man  them* 

Toni  eommittee  have  said,  that  they  condder  the 
•ffieara  of  many  of  the  grades  as  too  namerous ;  they 
will  now  proceed  to  state  the  gronnde  of  their  opinion. 
They  have  not  for  a  moment  entertained  the  idea  of 
paring  down  the  officer*  of  the  Navy  to  any  thing  like 
a  mere  sufficiency  to  officer  the  ships  to  be  actoally 
retained  in  service  in  time  of  peace ;  it  is  obvioosly 
impoariUe,  upon  this  anbjeet,  to  select  any  given  num< 
bar,  and  show  that  it  ia  predsely  the  right  one ;  some 
reasonable  mla  must  bo  «dopted. 

Tour  cMnmittee  have  acted  upon  the  principle  that, 
whilat,  on  the  one  hand,  the  mere  nnnuier  of  officers 
neoeasaiy  for  the  vesaeb  in  actual  serviee  ia  not  suffi- 
cient, with  a  view  to  the  future  progress  and  prosperity 
of  the  Navy,  on  the  other,  it  would  be  entirely  out 
of  the  question  to  employ,  in  time  of  peace,  as  many 
as  would  officer  our  whole  Navy,  built  and  to  be  built, 
in  time  of  war.  They  have,  therefore,  selected  what 
they  consider  a  medium  between  Umm  extremes ;  it 
appears,  by  the  Naval  Register  of  1831,  that  the  total 
number  of  guna  itf  our  ships,  which  are  built,  equipped, 
•nd  launched,  (which  description  includes  the  three 
line-of-battle  ships  Ohip,  North  Carolina,  and  Dela- 
ware, which  are  believed  not  to  be  equipped,)  amounts 
to  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  of  all  classes  of 
▼eaaels,  gunboats  included. 

Your  committee  have  thought  that,  if  we  retained  in 
service  in  time  of  peace  a  sufficient  number  of  commis- 
sioned and  warrant  officers  to  officer  all  those  upon  the 
War  Establishment,  it  would  aflbrd  ■  liberal  Peace 
Establishment.  Bringing  the  number  of  officers  to  this 
standard,  the  committee  find  that  there  are  various 
ranka  in  which  tha  proaent  number  considerably  ex- 
ceeds that  which  would  be  reqaired  by  the  rule  just 
stated ;  they  will  deaoend  to  particulars  in  a  lew  grades, 
in  which  the  exceaa  is  relatively  most  considerable; 
thns,  apon  this  scale,  there  is  an  excess  of  fifteen  post 
captains;  of  twenty  masters  commandant;  of  seventy 
lieutenants;  of  twenty-seven  surgeone;  of  more  than 
fiirty  satling-masters.  There  are,  perhaps,  two  or  three 
moM  in  which  an  allowanco  of  a  few  more  than  even 
uia  acale  would  i«odaee»  might  be  judicious ;  amongst 
them,  probably,  might  be  placed  the  midshipmen,  who 
may  be  considered  as  cousUtntiog  the  nursery  of  the 
fbture  commanders  of  our  ships ;  this,  however,  would 
only  vary  the  result  in  an  inconaider^le  degree.  The 
eommittee  fOTbear  to  go  into  further  detail  upon  this 
sulnect,  because,  if  the  House  should  adopt  uie  prin- 
ciple, the  detail  could  be  presented  in  a  bill. 

As  to  the  seamen,  if  it  should  be  decided  to  fix  the 
number  by  law,  the  resolution  then  directs  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieocy  of  redudng  the 
number  now  in  actual  service.  Upon  this  sabjmt  the 
eommittee  would  remark,  that  it  will  be  seen,  by  ad- 
verting to  a  letter  from  the  Navy  Department,  under 
date  of  the  1 1th  December,  18S0,  amongst  the  printed 
documents,  Utat  the  whole  force  of  the  vessels  of  war 
^  the  actual  aervice  of  tho  United  Statei  amoBnti  to 


about  three  hundred  and  tiiirty-fivo  gnna,  diatrihnled 
as  ia  mentioned  in  the  same  letter.  Tonr  commiltao 
incline  to  the  opinion,  that  the  following  diminutini 
of  that  force  may  be  made  without  iojnry  to  the  poblw 
service,  viz :  instead  of  corvettes  and  a  tloop  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  whose  object  is  the  suppression  of  pi- 
racy and  the  slave  trade,  three  of  the  schooners  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  the  last  session  would  be  sufficient, 
making  a  deduction  of  34  guns ;  instead  of  a  36  gun 
frigate  in  the  Indian  Seas,  the  corvette  Cyane  of  S8 
would  be  suffident,  making  a  dedoctlon  of  eighL  If 
to  theae  deductions  be  added  the  force  of  the  Macedo- 
nian and  Ontario,  of  which  the  one  is  returning  after 
being  replaced  by  the  Constellation,  and  the  other  ia 
proceeding  to  take  the  place  of  the  Peacock,  amount- 
,  ing  together  to  64  guns,  Uie  whole  force  whidi  would 
remain  after  these  deductions  from  that  now  in  service, 
would  be  239  guns;  but  suppose  an  additional  number 
of  86  guns  to  be  included  for  any  contingent  eerriM, 
such,  for  example,  aa  the  replacing  of  a  veasel  retgm- 
ing  from  a  cruise,  then  the  whole  force  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  viewe  before  preaentcd,  would  be  neceasary, 
would  be  S7&  guns :  to  man  this  force  npon  a  War 
Establishment,  if  the  committee  have  not  erred  in  cal- 
culation, would  require  S66  able  seamen,  802  ordinaiy 
seamen,  and  19S  boys;  to  this  add,  according  to  a  doc- 
ument of  the  last  session,  for  the  ships  in  ordinary, 
navy  yarda,  and  navy  sUUona,  367  able  seamen,  314 
ordinary  eeamen,  and  67  boys ;  and  Uie  aggregate  ts 
of  able  seamen  1,143,  of  ordinary  seamen  1,116,  and 
of  boys  363 ;  total  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  3,&21.  The  estimate  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment for  the  service  of  the  year  183],  embraces  1,338 
able  seamen,  1,307  ordinary  seamen, -and  893  boys; 
making  an  aggregate  of  8,938 ;  from  which  it  would 
seem  that,  if  the  force  anggested  by  the  committee  be 
retained  in  aervioe,  there  might  be  a  redaction  of  about 
411,  via:  187  M»  leamen,  191  wdioary  seamen,  and 
31  boys. 

Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  subject,  the  oommittee 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  House  the  following 
resolution : 

Reaohed,  That  a  Naval  Peace  EstahHabmont  ought 
to  be  fixed  by  law. 

MISSOURI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union ;  and  the  resolutioD  from  the  Senate^ 
for  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union,  with  a  ca- 
veat against  the  proTtsioo,  if  there  be  any,  which 
conflicts  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso 
(or  oaveai)  from  the  resolution,  but  waived  bis 
motion  for  the  preaent,  to  actunnniodate  Bfr.  Clat, 
who  wished  to  address  the  Committee  on  the 
whole  subject 

Mr.  Clat  then  delivered  his  sentiments  at  lar^ 
on  the  present  state  of  this  question.  He  was  m 
favor  of  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  and  should 
vote  for  the  resolution,  even  though  more  emphat- 
ically restricted  a^inst  any  supposed  repugnance 
of  one  of  its  provisions  to  a  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitation  of  the  United  States,  the  existence  of 
which  however,  he  did  not  by  any  means  admit. 

When  Mr.  Clat  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Randolph  renewed  his  motion  to  strike 
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OQt  the  proriao,  and  spoke  for  about  fifteen  minntes 
in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Lowndes  deprecated  the  motioD^  as  goiof 
to  present  to  the  House  the  naked  goestion  which 
it  had  already  decided  in  the  uegatire,  and  as  pre- 
venting a  deeidon  upon  the  proposition  as  it  now 
stands. 

Mr.  Barbour  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  motion ;  himself  regarding 
the  proviso  as  useless  and  unnecessary,  but  willing 
to  retain  it  to  gratify  gentlemoi  who  were  of  a 
di&rent  opinioD. 

Mr.  SsBOEANT  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in 
order,  this  proviso  being  stricken  out,  to  move  to 
introduce  a  difierent  one. 

The  Chmrmak  decided  that  it  would. 

The  question  was  thea  takesx  on  striking  out 
the  proriso,  taxi  decided  in  the  nqfatire,  83  to  54. 
So  the  proriso  was  retained. 

lifr.  Stbtehs  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
Tote  arainat  the  rescdution. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  to  it  another  proriso,  that  it  be  taken  as  a 
fundamental  condition  on  which  said  State  is  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  the  con- 
stitution as  requires  the  Legislature  to  pass  laws 
to  prevent  the  migration  of  uie  free  people  of  color 
thither,  shall  be  expunged  from  the  constitution  of 
the  State  within  two  years  from  this  time,  in  the 
mode  prescribed  for  amending  the  constitution. 
[This  would  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union  forth- 
with, on  the  condition  stated.] 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  that  he  could  not  consent 
that  the  question  be  laken  on  this  resolution,  with 
a  certain  iHrospeet  of  its  rqeetion,  without  nuking 
one  effi>rt  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  this  dis- 
tracting question.  I  have,  therefore,  said  he^  risen 
for  the  purpose  of  ofio-ing  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution — not  with  the  vain  hope  that  this  partic- 
ular amendmoit  will  be  adopted,  but  with  a  sincere 
desire  (if  I  know  my  own  heart)  to  afford  to  eeu- 
tlemen  an  opportunity  of  proposing  such  modifica- 
tions of  the  amendment  as  will  unite  the  votes  of 
a  majority  of  this  Committee,  who  appear  to  be 
desirous  of  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union 
vpoa  terms  which  will  not  compromit  principle. 

It  is  due  from  me.  and  the  Committee  will  ex- 
pect, a  candid  and  luain  statement  of  my  views  of 
die  effect  which  will  be  produced  by  its  adoption. 
The  majority  oi  this  Hwse  have  already  decided 
that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  does  not  contain 
a  provision  which,  in  th«r  opinioii,  is  repugnant 
to  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States.  It  has 
not  been  proposed  by  any  gentleman  to  revive  the 
qinesticni  of  restriction,  so  much  agitated  at  the  last 
session;  and  it  may  be  presumed  no  such  intention 
exists.  This  am«Qdma)t  ]vopo8es  the  admission 
oi  Missouri  into  the  Unim  upon  a  certain  condi- 
tions. Theact  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into 
the  Union,  furnishes  a  precedent  for  the  course 
now  proposed.  The  condition  proposes  that  Mis- 
souri shall  expunge  the  (tensive  article  from  her 
constitution,  in  the  manner  provided  by  her  con- 
stitution for  its  amendment,  and  give  sufficient 
time  for  the  amendment,  without  me  trouble  and 
•Kpense  of  calling  a  cmiventicm  for  the  purpose. 


Jakhaet,  1881. 

Mr.  Baldwin  having  expressed  his  intention  to 
vote  for  this  proposition — 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  words  to  this  effect :  "  so  far  as  the  same 
'  (the  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution)  tends  to 
'  dq)rive  citizens  of  each  State  of  the  privileges 
'  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States." 
This  motion,  however,  he  subsequently  withdrew. 

It  being  suggested,  that  other  gentlemen  had 
amendments  which  they  wished  to  propose,  and 
that  it  would  be  well  to  have  them  all  presented 
to-day,  so  as  to  be  examined  and  compared — 

Mr.  Serqeant  rose,  as  it  might  be  supposed, 
from  the  question  he  had  put,  that  he  had  an 
amendment  to  offer,  to  say  that  he  had  not ;  that 
he  should  vote  for  every  amendment  which  dioold 
tffing  the  resolution  nearer  to  what  he  wished,  but 
with  a  clear  determination,  for  which,  he  wimld 
hereafter  assign  his  reasons,  to  vote  against  the 
resolution,  however  amoided. 

Soon  ajflter  this,  the  Committee  ros^  vrithont 
coming  to  any  decision ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  30. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  aad  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  collectors  of  the  customs  to  pay  debentures 
issued  on  the  exportation  of  loaf  sugar,  and  spirits 
distilled  from  molasses;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  recommitted  the 
bill  reported  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  to  repeal,  in 
part,  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  and  Man- 
agersof  the  Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company 
of  the  State  of  Maryland  to  extend  and  make  their 
turnpike  road  to,  or  from  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  through  the  said  District  to  the 
line  thereof;"  made  a  report  thereon,  recommend- 
ing that  the  said  bill  be  rejected,  which  report  was 
read- 
Whereupon,  the  question  was  taken.  Shall  the 
said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?  and 
determined  in  the  n^^tive.  And  so  the  bill  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Cmnmittee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  4th 
instant,  the  petition  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
of  the  city  of  Mobile,  reported  a  bill  granting  cer- 
tain lots  to  the  said  Mayor  and  Aldermen ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  ftom  the  Comnuttee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  designate  a  place  for  a 
port  of  entry  in  the  district  of  Miami,  Michigan 
Territory ;  which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  Sloan  moved  torefer  the  bill  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  to-morrow ;  which  being 
rejected,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  made  a  detailed  report  upon  the  subject 
of  the  appropriations  and  expenditures  upon  the 
said  buildings  during  the  last  year,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  making  nirtha  apiwopriations  for  the 
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same ;  which  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infmrmed  the  House 
that  the  Boiate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
tiUes,  to  wit ;  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
Beatatives  of  ^tience  <3ordoa,  widow,  deceased 
an  act  sniM^ementary  to  an  act  passed  the  11th  of 
Abv)  1820,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
DDUication  of  the  laws  of  the  Umted  States,  and 
rar  other  parjKues in  which  they  aric  ^e  cod- 
cvrreace  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution,  yesterday  submitted  by 
him,  callioe  for  certain  inrormation  in  regard  to 
the  Indian  Trading  Establishments,  &,c. 

AAer  some  remarks  from  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mr.  Sodthabd,  in  opposition  to  this 
resolution,  on  the  ground  that  some  of  the  infor- 
mation would  be  impracticable  to  obtain,  and  that, 
of  what  was  practicable,  the  material  part  was  al- 
ready before  the  House;  and  some  observations 
from  Mr.  Flotd,  sustaininff  his  motion,  on  the 
ground  of  the  necesnty  of  ful  and  accurate  infor- 
mation to  correct  legislation  on  the  subject  of  our 
rdations  with  the  Indian  tribes— 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
solution of  Mr.  Floyd,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive—63  rotes  to  55. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloam,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  to  the  Connecticut  reserve, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  so  much  of  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  in  said  Stale,  for  the 
use  of  schools,  as  may,  with  the  grants  heretofore 
made,  be  equal  to  that  allowed  to  other  parts  of 
said  State. 

Mr.  Herbick  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  one  day : 

Sesohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutee 
bs  requested  to  cease  to  be  reported  to  this  House, 
whether  eny,  ead,  if  an;,  whst,  progress  has  been 
made  bj  the  coma)i>rionera  appoiDted  under  the  act 
of  last  MssioD,  for  the  purpose  of  surreyioff,  marking, 
and  locating  a  road  from  Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  to 
the  left  bank  of  the  Misaissippi  river,  throagti  the 
States  of  Ohio,  ladiana,  and  IlliDoia. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  tides,  to 
wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
of  Patience  Gordon,  widow,  deceased  and  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  passed  on  the  11th  of 
May,  1820,  entitled  *An  act  to  provide  for  the 
puutcation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes were  sereially  read  the  first 
time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde : 
tfaehillfortherelief  of  William  T.  Nimmo ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Denis  P.  De  La  Rond^  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Speakeh  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  instmcting  him  to  report  whether, 
in  the  statement  of  balances  which  have  been  due 
more  than  three  years,  which  accompanied  his  let- 
ter of  the  27th  01  November  las^  there  hare  been 


made  the  discriminations  and  suggestions  required 
by  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  settlouent  of  public  accounts ;  which 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakeb  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  funds  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  the  stock  created  by  the  act  for  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  certain  claimants  of  puUic  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory, passed  the  SlstMarch,  1814; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

MieSOURI. 

The  House  having  then  again  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  the  resdution  from  the  Seoat^  for  the 
admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  was  re- 
sumed— the  motion  of  Mr.  Foot  being  under  con- 
sideration ;  which  motion  is  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso to  the  Senate's  resolution,  an4  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert  the  following : 

Proeided,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  fundamental 
condition,  «p<m  which  the  said  State  is  uieorporatsd 
in  the  Union,  that  so  laudi  of  the  S6th  section  of  the 
3d  article  of  the  cmutitutioo  which  has  been  submit* 
ted  to  Congress,  as  deelsres  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
General  Asenably  "to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mu- 
Ikttoes  from  coming  to,  or  settling  in,  this  State,  un>  * 
der  any  pretext  whatsoever,"  shall  be  expunged,  with* 
in  two  yean  from  the  paaeage  of  thia  reaotntiiMi,  1^ 
the  General  Assembly  of  Miaaoari,  in  the  manner  pio- 
eeribed  for  amending  said  eoutitation. 

Mr.  Bdtlbb,  of  New  l&mpshire,  spoke  as 
follows :  ' 

I  do  not  rise,Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  revira 
the  discussion  of  the  question  of  resttiction,  as  it 
has  been  called^  which  was  ver^^borately  argued 
and  determined  at  the  last  session,  nor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  provoking  fnrthor  debate  upon  the  several 
qnestions,  relative  to  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
tne  Union^  which  have  been  thoroughly  investi- 
gated during  the  present  session,  lam  aware, 
sir,  that  the  patience  of  the  Hotise,  and  I  fear  the 
patience  of  the  people  we  represent,  is  much 
fatigued,  if  not  exhausted,  by  the  numerous  edi- 
tions of  the  same  aivaments  wfaicfi'  have  been 
delivered  upon  the  subject  now  under  considera- 
tion. Bnt,  sir,  as  the  subject  comes  from  the  Sen- 
ate in  a  new  shape^  ana  as  I  seldom  trouble  the 
House  on  any  occasion,  I  shall  be  permitted  briefly 
to  assign  the  reasons  which  will  govern  my  vote 
on  this  question  before  the  Committee. 

Sir,  the  resolution  under  consideration,  if  possi- 
ble, is  more  ezcepUmabte  than  that  which  was 
reported  by  a  committee  of  the  House,  and  re* 
jected.  Those  who  doubted  Aether  any  prori- 
sion  in  the  eonsdtotion  of  Missonri  contravened 
the  Federal  Constitution,  might  support  the  former 
resolution,  bnt  cannot,  1  apprehena,  agree  to  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee ;  because  it  admits  and  avoids  the  very 
point  or  matter  in  controversy.  Sir,  if  yon  pass 
this  resolution,  you  proclaim  to  the  world  a  disr»- 
sard  of  the  sacred  obligations  imposed  by  the 
Constitution  of  your  country.  The  language  of 
the  resolution  implies  your  right  to  examine  and 
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judge  of  the  coostitution  of  Missourii  and,  also, 
tliat  it  isj  or  at  least  may  be,  repagnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  waives  the 
solemn  obligation  of  supporting  that  sacred  instru- 
ment. 

Sir,  if  we  must  receive  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
under  her  present  form  of  government,  I  hope  we 
shall  not,  by  the  admission,  convict  ourselves  of  a 
breach  oi  toe  Constitution,  and  fix  the  mark  of 
the  beast  upon  our  foreheads.  The  guilt  of  sin- 
ning against  the  Constitution  of  our  country  is  not 
concealed  by  the  magical  proviso  in  the  resolution, 
nor  does  it  obviate  in  any  degree  the  objection,  or 
remedy  the  evil  of  which  you  complain.  By  this 
mode  of  procedure,  if  the  constitution  of  Missouri 
had  been  throughout  repugnant  to  the  Conatita- 
tion  of  the  Union,  or,  as  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Stevens)  said,  a  perfect  monarchy, 
you  might  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union,  protest- 
ing against  the  form  of  her  government,  or  so 
much  as  might  be  supposed  anti-republican  in  its 
features.  Sir,  I  protest  against  this  mode  of  legis- 
lating, by  exclusions  of  conclusions,  as  it  has  been 
called  by  some  learned  doctors  in  politics,  whereby 
the  rights  of  citizens  may  be  sacrificed,  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union  suspended. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay) 
,  said,  admitting  the  clause  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  respecting  free  negroes  and  mulattoes, 
to  be  incompatible  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  it  could  not  be  an  objection  to 
her  admission  into  the  Union ;  because  the  legis- 
tors  of  Missouri  would  be  bound  by  an  oath  to 
m^^wrt  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  would 
be  paramount  to  the  oath  (o  support  their  State 
coostitution,  and  of  course  wonla  never  make  any 
enactment  pursuant  to  that  clause.  Besides,  he 
said,  if  tbe^  did  enact  any  law  in  pursuance  of 
that  clause  in  their  constitution,  it  would  be  de- 
clared void  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
But,  sir,  though  I  admired  the  eloquence,  the  can- 
dor, and  love  of  country,  which  that  honorable 
g«itleman  exhibited  in  this  discussion,  I  was  not 
convinced  by  his  aivument. 

The  members  of  this  House,  as  well  as  the  legis- 
lators of  Missouri,  are  under  a  sacred  obligation  to 
sUHMrt  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  Missouri  to 
form  a  coiutitution  provides,  in  order  to  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  that  iier  constitution  shall 
be  rqniUiean,  and  not  repunant  to  the  Constitur 
tion  of  the  United  States.  Bat,  without  this  pro- 
vision in  the  act,  it  is  as  much  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  examine  her  form  of  government,  and  determine 
whether  it  is  compatible  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  Federal  Qovernment,  as  it  is  to  consider  the 
same  question  on  the  passage  of  any  law.  Con- 
gress is  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide  this  question, 
and  cannot  absolve  itself  from  this  sacred  obliga- 
tion by  leaving  it  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
But,  if  it  were  in  our  power,  I  would  not  turn  this 
question  over  to  the  Judiciary  sooner  than  I  would 
pass  a  law  without  inquiring  whether  it  was 
within  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Congress, 
and  trust  wholly  to  the  courts.  Sir,  would  you 
admit  a  new  State  under  a  constitution  giving  its 
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legislature  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  to  raise  armies  and  declare  war,  and 
trust  to  the  judicial  authority  of  the  United  States 
to  vacate  the  laws  which  might  grow  out  of  such 
powers,  and  to  keep  the  administration  of  such 
State  government  within  the  pale  of  your  Federal 
Constitution? 

If  the  judiciary  could  remedy  all  the  evils  which 
may  grow  out  oi  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  Z 
am  not  disposed  to  neglect  my  duty,  and  disre- 
gard the  rights  which  are  guarantied  even  to  the 
black  man.  The  rights  of  the  colored  citizens, 
and  it  has  been  demonstrated  by  my  friend  from 
Massachusetu  (Mr.  Eostib)  that  there  are  many 
such  in  the  Northern  States,  are  as  sacred  as  those 
<f{  the  white  citizens. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  ClaTj) 
said,  that  a  limitation  or  restriction  upon  the  power 
of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  might  be  imposed, 
by  adding  to  the  resolution  under  consideration  a 
provision,  that  no  law  should  be  enacted  under 
the  clause  in  question,  to  affect  the  rights  of  citi- 
zens of  other  States.  But,  sir,  that  gentleman 
must  be  aware  that  such  a  provision,  though  it  be 
made  a  fundameotal  consideration  of  the  admis- 
sion, can  have  no  force  or  effect  against  her  will. 
No  act  of  Congress  can  qualify  or  make  void  any 
article  of  her  constitution  after  or  at  the  time  of 
her  admission.  Such  a  provision  is  no  more  than 
a  naked  proposition,  which  Missouri  will  be  at 
liberty  to  accept  or  reject,  and  without  her  assent 
would  be  inoperative  and  futile. 

Sir^  tboc^n  I  am  sincerely  desirous  to  terminate 
the  diseusMion,  and  settle  the  question  at  the  prea- 
ent  session,  I  cannot  adopt  such  a  proviHOD.  and 
trust  to  Missouri  to  expunge  the  offensive  clause 
in  her  constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour) 
said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  poviso  of  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  Senate,  though  it  was  not  only  un- 
necessary but  unmeaning.  He  was  willing,  if  I 
understood  him,  to  encumber  the  resolve  of  admis- 
sion with  as  much  surplusage,  as  gentlemen  could 
hang  upon  it,  if  it  would  afford  any  relief  to  any 
scrupulous  mind. 

Sir^  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  clause  in  the  cc»i- 
stitution  of  Missouri,  which  requires  the  Legisla- 
ture to  pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  from  goinff  to  and  settling  in  that  Stat& 
is  whollj  incompatible  with  the  Coiutitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  gives  the  ciUzeiu  of 
each  State  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  cS 
citizens  of  the  several  Statu,  notwitiistanding  the 
construction  given  to  that  article  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat.)  Had  not  that  hon- 
orable gentleman  represented  this  article  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  equivocal  and 
uncertain^  I  should  have  supposed  it  beyond  the 
art  of  logic  or  subtlety  of  metaphysics  to  mislead 
any  one  who  read  it,  or  to  pervert  its  very  obvioos 
signification. 

Sir,  1  consider  this  article  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant provisions  in  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  believe  that  no  principle  could  be  adopted  by 
any  of  the  State  governments,  which  would  more 
certainly  defeat  the  great  objects  of  the  Ctaxfedr 
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eiation  than  that  to  which  I  have  referred  in  the 
constitution  of  Missouri.  The  right,  which  every 
citizen  of  every  State  has  of  emigratiug  to  and 
becoming  a  citizen  of  another  State,  is  the  bond 
of  social  intercourse  and  harmony  among  the  sev- 
eral States.  Withoot  this  privnege,  each  State 
woald  become  a  distinct  nation  of  people,  of  pecu- 
liar habits,  of  separate  interests,  and  sin^lar  char- 
acter. Not  only  the  laws,  but  the  passions  of  the 
people  of  each  State  Would  soon  be  in  martial 
array  against  one  another.  Without  this  right,  of 
what  avail  is  the  power  of  Congress  to  r^ulate 
commerce  among  the  several  States  and  with  the 
Indian  {ribes?  In  short,  sir,  without  this  right, 
trivial  as  it  may  seem  to  some  gentlemen,  now 
long  would  this  boundless  empire  exist  as  a  re- 
public? 

I  will  not  trespass  longer  on  the  patience  of  the 
Committee,  because  I  most  ardently  with  that  we 
may  speedily  terminate  the  present  discussion. 

As  t  prefer  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  to  the  resolution  in  its 

ftresent  form,  I  shall  vote  for  it,  reserving  the  privi- 
ege  of  voting  against  the  resolution  finally,  if  it 
should  be  thus  amended.  But,  sir,  if  none  of  the 
amendments  which  have  been  suggested  should 
sacceed,  I  shall  offer,  if  I  have  an  opportunity,  an 
amendment,  which  I  hold  in  my  band,  to  come  in 
after  the  word  "that,"  following  the  enacting 
clanse  in  the  resolution,  by  striking  oat  the  resi- 
due of  the  resolution,  uid  is  in  these  words,  viz: 

*•  Whereu  so  maeh  of  the  ooniUtaUon  fenncd  by  the 
people  of  Missouri,  by  virtae  of  bd  act  of  Congreu 
passed  March,  1830,  aa  requires  the  Legislature  thereof 
to  pa»«  flDch  laws  aa  may  be  neceaaary  to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  molattoea  from  coming  to  and  settling  in 
thia  State,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  ia  repugnant 
to  the  Conatitulion  of  the  United  Statea,  the  people  of 
Misaoori  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  aathorixed  to  form 
a  new  conatitation,  or  to  titer  the  oonrtitntion  which 
tbey  have  already  formed,  in  aoeh  wvj  end  manner 
as  they  shall  judge  moat  proper,  and  submit  the  nme 
to  Congreaa,  for  their  conatderation,  for  the  purpose  of 
biing  admitted  into  the  Union." 

1  am  willing,  sir,  to  admit  Missouri  into  the 
Union  when  her  constitution  shall  be  conformed 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  I 
cannot  pereeive  any  serious  inconvenience  which 
can  arise  to  her  by  a  delay  until  another  session 
of  Congress.  It  is  the  fault  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri that  their  constitution  was  not  made  in  con- 
formity to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  shall,  without  any  fear  of  the  consequences 
which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  seems  to  ap- 
prehend, vote  against  any  proposition  for  the  ad- 
mission of  that  Territory  as  a  member  of  the 
Union  at  the  present  session. 

Some  conversation  passed  between  Mr.  Lownues 
and  Mr.  Foot,  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  Foot  oliserved  he  was  very  |[lad  the  gen- 
tlemen from  South  Carolina  had  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  applying  his  remarks  to  him.   He  ap- 

gfaled  to  that  gentleman,  or  any  member  of  this 
ouse,  to  point  ont  a  single  instance  in  which  any 

Eoposition  made  by  him  was  desired  or  caleu- 
ted,  either  to  emMitass  any  subject  or  involve 


H.  OF  R. 


the  House  in  difficulty,  as  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman. He  bad  uniformly  opposed  any  attempt 
to  effect  an  object  by  indirect  legislation  or  by 
stratagem.  He  considered  that  the  correct  course 
in  l^islation  was  to  meet  every  subject  in  an 
open,  fair,  and  direct  way,  and  he  would  never' 
shrink  from  responsibility ;  and  assured  the  gen- 
tleman his  object  in  proposing  the  amendment  to 
the  resolution,  in  preference  to  making  it  a  dis- 
tinct proposition,  was,  that  he  considered  this  the 
most  regular  course  which  eould  be  adopted,  and, 
in  hia  opinion,  moat  likely  to  efikst  the  object 
which  seemed  to  be  wished  by  a  great  majority  of 
the  House. 

With  these  impressions  he  could  not  consent  to 
withdraw  the  proposed  amendment,  nor  for  a  mo- 
ment abandon  the  hope  that  on  this,  as  a  basis, 
the  propositions  of  gentlemen  might,  by  affording 
an  opportonity  for  a  free  interchange  of  opinions, 
eventuate  in  tne  adoption  of  some  amendment  to 
the  resolution  by  a  large  majority  of  this  House, 
by  which  Missouri  might,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, be  admitted  into  the  Union ;  and.  as  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  sides  of  tne  question 
seemed  not  insurmountable,  since  gentlemen  had 
distinctly  disclaimed  any  intention  to  revive  the 
question  of  restriction,  he  could  not  but  cherish 
the  hope  that  confidence  and  faarmooy  would  soon 
be  restored  in  the  national  councils  ana  through  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Stobrs,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks, 
moved  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Foot's  amendment, 
which  was,  to  strike  out  all  of  the  latter,  after  the 
word  "  Union,"  in  the  third  line,  and  in  lien 
thereof  to  insert  the  following : 

And  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the  said  tiMt, 
(in  faith  whereof  Uiia  reaotation  is  passed  by  Con- 
greaa,) that  no  law  aball  ever  be  enacted  by  the  aaid 
State  impairing  or  contravening  the  rights,  privileges, 
or  immaoities,  secured  to  citiaeas'of  other  Statea,  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stetes:  AndpnmdeOt 
further,  That  the  Le^atnra  acting  under  the  eoa- 
■tituUon  already  adopted  in  Missouri  as  a  State,  ahall, 
as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the  eooeent  of 
Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their  aasent  by  a 
public  act  to  the  said  condition  before  the  next  sesaton 
of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Congress  an  attested 
copy  of  such  act,  1^  Uie  first  day  of  the  said  aeasion. 

Mr.  Floth,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  protesting  against  these  proceedings, 
and  opposing  bis  voice  to  the  assumption  of  enor- 
mous powers  by  this  House ;  powers  so  great  that 
the  oldest  statesmen,  a  few  little  years  ago,  would 
have  trembled  to  assert.  You  have  made  deep  in- 
roads into  the  Constitution,  and  if  you  now  assume 
the  power  to  legislate  over  a  new  State,  I  know 
not  how  soon  you  will  exercise  it  over  others  j  and 
I,  as  a  Representative  from  an  old  State,  can  never 
consent  to  such  usnrnations. 

I  know  there  is  a  North  and  South  side  to  thia 
question ;  bat  gentlemen  are  mistaken  if  they  im- 
agine our  anxiety  to  admit  Missouri  so  great,  that 
we  are  willing  to  trample  all  the  rights  of  the 
States  under  foot  to  effectuate  that  object  Hare 
not  members  from  the  North  as  much  interest  in 
admitting  Missouri  aa  we  have?  Have  th^  not 
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as  much  to  hope  from  the  continuance  of  this 
Union  u  we  have?  And  ooght  they  not  to  he  as 
soUcitons  on  all  these  points  as  oarselTea  ?  I  have 
seen,  with  infinite  pam,  the  different  attitudes  in 
which  gentlemen  hare  placed  this  subject,  who 
seem  not  to  believe  that  any  limitations  exist  upon 
the  powers  of  this  National  Goverament,  as  it  is 
called,  and  no  pause  is  seen  in  their  exertions  to 

S've  it  the  power  of  such,  and  law,  history,  and 
n^Iaud,  continoallf  recurred  to  for  confirmation. 
I  wish  it  were  possible  for  gentlemen  of  the  pres- 
ent day  to  expunge  from  their  memory  the  prog- 
ress of  European  liberty  and  institutions,  and  take 
our  own,  unconnected  as  we  find  them.  Tben  we 
would  find  a  number  of  States,  or  separate,  inde- 
pendent, and  distinct  nations,  confederated  for 
common  safety  and  mutual  protectiou,  taught 
wisdom  by  the  eternal  feuds  or  Spain,  England, 
Prance,  and  Qermany,  now  consolidated  into 
large  empires.  These  States,  before  the  Confed- 
eration, could  make  war  or  peace,  raise  armies,  or 
build  a  nary;  coin  money,  pass  bankrupt  laws, 
natoralize  foreigners,  or  relate  commerce.  Why 
can  they  not  do  it  now?  Informed  by  Europe, 
they  knew  jealousies  would  arise,  and  constant 
strife  render  armies  in  every  nation  necessarv  to 
their  defence,  which  would  endanger  their  lioer- 
ties  at  home. 

These  States,  then,  in  their  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent characters,  were  willing  to  enter  into  a 
compact,  by  which  the  power  of  making  war  and 

rce,  and  regulating  commerce,  possessed  alike 
ill,  should  be  transferred  to  a  Congress  of  the 
States,  to  be  exercised  with  uniformity,  for  their 
mutual  benefit }  thus  avoiding  the  evils  of  super- 
annuated and  enslaved  Europe.  These  two  were 
the  only  powers  ever  intended  to  be  granted  by 
the  States.  All  other  powers  conferred  by  the 
compact  are  necessary  to  carry  these  two  into  ex- 
ecution. But  could  It  ever  have  been  imagined 
by  these  independent  nations,  that  they  were 
granting  any  power  but  that  which  was  necessary 
to  act  upon  foreigaets — in  war,  to  defend  the 
whole— in  peace,  to  rqpilate  the  commerce  of  the 
whole  7 

The  States  have  been  satisfied  that  while  they 
enjoyed  the  proud  feeling  of  managing  their  own 
anairs  in  their  own  nauou,  by  means  of  their  as- : 
semblies,  which  ought  to  be  the  highest  and  most 
honorable  stations  known  in  this  country,  their 
agents  here  were  superintending  the  militaVy  de- 
fences of  them  all,  and  regulating  their  commerce. 
Little  could  they  have  imurinea  that  their  agents 
would  have  erected  this  CtnigresB  of  the  States 
into  a  great  National  Government,  and  exercis^ 
exclusively,  all  the  power  granted  fay  the  com- 
pact, but,  also,  by  construction,  exercise  all  that 
which  was  reserved  to  the  States,  and  now  even 
attempt  to  expunge  a  clause  from  their  constitu- 
tion. 

The  voice  of  the  States  has  been  raised  against 
this  assumption  of  power,  and  this  abuse  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  Congress,  by  the  passage  of  a  sedi- 
tion act,  and  a  bank.  They  have  been  told  that 
"  the  subject  would  admit  of  a  doubt."  The  next 
effort  has  been  to  construct  roads  and  canals,  and 
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Ix^dly  plunge  into  the  heart  of  the  States.  Com- 
plaint was  answered  by,  "  the  subject  would  admit 
of  a  doubt"  Then,  if  discontents  manifest  them- 
selves, we  are  told  that  things  called  Kings  or 
Emperors,  beyond  seas,  (where  some  of  our  citi- 
zens are  very  fond  of  going,  and  always  come 
back  worse  than  they  go,  save  that  they  learn  dl 
about  etiquette,)  will  believe  Republics  cannot 
last  long,  or  that  men  cannot  govern  themselves; 
and  this  is  reason  for  submission. 

The  States  have  borne  all  these  wrongs,  and 
are  not  content.  The  great  political  necroman- 
cers abroad  are  persuading  them  that  the  power  of 
this  body  is  competent  to  prescribe  conditions  even 
to  a  State,  and  mat  she  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to  admit  such  persons  as  she  might  choose  should 
be  taken  into  her  territory,  "let  the  consequences 
be  what  they  may."  Now,  indeed,  it  is  asserted 
that  she  does  not  possess  the  power  to  prohilut  the 
entry  of  any  who  choose  to  go  there.  I  most 
frankly  own,  sir,  with  this  view  of  the  snl^ect,  I 
am  at  a  great  loss  to  know  what  has  become  of 
the  States.  They  once  existed;  they  once  had 
rights.  Now,  indeed,  they  have  Legislatures, 
wnichj  if  this  doctrine  continue  without  the  bayo- 
net, will  leave  us  the  idea  of  something  visiue, 
but  not  tangible,  and  even  that,  I  presume,  will, 
in  a  short  time,  like  the  white  lady  of  Avenel, 
vanish  into  moonshine. 

flaving  prescribed  conditions  at  the  last  session, 
says  one  gentleman,  upon  which  Missouri  should 
come  into  this  Union,  have  we  not,  therefore,  the 
power  of  looking  into  her  constitution  ?  This 
terrific  power  is  derived,  sa^s  he,  from  the  simple 
expression  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  says,  "New  States  may  be  admitted 
by  Congress  into  mis  Union."  The  same  gentle- 
man has  saidf  if  we  send  Missouri  back  to  fimn 
another  conslitutiffli,  when  she  comes  here  again 
she  will  have  more  respect  for  us.  This  wilTad- 
mit  of  no  reply.  That  gentleman,  as  well  as  one 
from  New  York,  thought  the  ofiensive  clause  in 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  would  be  alwogated 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  paramount ;  yet  the  one  thought  we  ought  to 
act  upon  it,  because  we  had  it  before  us;  the 
other,  to  relieve  the  judges  from  an  odious  duty. 

Sir,  this  is  both  kind  and  generous;  but,  for  my 
own  part,  I  have  seen  so  many  odious  things  since 
I  have  been  in  Congress  that  I  am  well  ineliaed 
to  permit  the  judges  their  share  of  this. 

That  gentleman  asked,  who  it  was  but  the  poor, 
the  friendless,  and  the  ignorant,  that  suffered  by 
this  injustice  and  oppression?  And  why  is  it 
that  men  have  been  immortalized  Tor  oppoaing 
governments,  hut  because  they  toc^  upon  them- 
selves the  burden  of  defending  these  miserable  be* 
ings,  too  i^orant  to  do  themselves  justice  t  I  had 
thought,  sir,  the  champions  of  liberty,  who  have 
been  venerated  for  their  deeds,  were  those  who 
established  or  affirmed  the  gr«it  principles  of  lib- 
erty, without  reference  to  an  individual.  In  thts 
instance,  however,  I  think  it  seems  like  goiag 
into  a  foreign  land,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
it  is  a  good  maxim  to  let  every  people  pursue  their 
own  luppiness  in  their  own  way.  If  we  have 
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power  to  admit  a  State,  (for  surely  we  caa  admit 
none  els^)  we  may  reject  an  applicatioa  for  ad- 
misrioD.  What  then  is  the  fact?  That  a  State 
allied  for  admission  into  this  Uoion,  and  was  re- 
jected. Is  she  not  then  a  foreign  State ;  or,  at  aU 
events,  a  State  not  in  this  Union-? 

In  vain,  sir,  is  it  to  feel  for  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  when  gentlemen,  even  in  their 
arguments,  admit  it  to  be  paramount  to  all  State 
laws  and  constitutions.  Has  it  not  already  de- 
stroyed some  of  the  clauses  in  different  constitu- 
tions of  the  States — North  Carolina  and  Vi^inia, 
for  example,  which  existed  long  before  this  was 
formed?  And  may  it  not  do  the  same  for  Mis- 
souri ?  I,  sir,  will  Tote  for  aoy  thing  declaratoiy 
of  the  powers  of  Congress,  which  gentlemen's 
tender  consciences  may  suggest ;  but,  voting  for 
expunging  a  clause  in  the  constitution  of  a  Stale, 
I  will  not  agree.  This  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
overthrowing,  at  one  blow,  the  settled  principles 
of  this  country,  and  I  hope  there  is  not  yet  a  gen- 
tleman who  would  seek  mimortality  by  that  road. 
Would  any  attempt  to  eaose  a  State  to  allow 
greater  privilc^  to  their  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes  than  the  same  States  allow  their  own  1  By 
what  rule  is  it  a  free  n^ro  of  New  York  has  more 
rights  in  Missouri  than  the  native  free  n^ro  of 
Missourt  has,  or  that  the  same  neero  has  even  in 
New  York  ?  Do  gentlemen  think  Missouri  will 
tamely  submit  to  be  the  subject  of  legislation,  and 
luve  an  article  of  her  constitution  expungm  by 
Congress?  If  she  will,  I  have  mistaken  the  stuff 
of  miich  she  is  composed,  and,  when  convinced 
of  that  fact,  I  wonld  think  her  unworthy  of  a 
place  in  this  Union,  and  would  adopt  the  opinion 
of  some  gentlemen  in  this  House,  that  this  repub- 
lie  ooght  not  to  extend  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

Wh9  is  there  that  ever  believed  negroes  and 
midattoes  were  ever  parties  to  the  compact?  Who 
is  there  that  believes  they  ever  had  any  rights  but 
sneh  as  the  indulgence  of  the  States  permitted  ? 
Coold  not  the  States  now  seize  their  persons,  and 
make  them  slaves  ?  None  will  doubt.  But,  says 
one  gentleman,  they  could  buy  land,  and  ought 
they  not  to  be  permitted  to  live  upon  it  ?  Could 
not  an  Indian,  or  even  a  slave,  buy  land,  and  will 
not  the  same  argument  apply  ?  I  caonot  believe, 
for  a  moment,  mat  any  reliance  is  placed  upon 
such  arguments  as  these.  If  gentlemen  choose 
this  course  to  free  the  judiciary  from  so  odious  a 
task,  or  because  it  is  convenient  hang  now  before 
us,  let  me  say,  that  it  is  usurpfng  the  powers  of 
the  judiciary,  and  overthrowing  whole  States. 

I  hear  of  immortality.  There  is  a  strange 
something  in  that  word,  which  operates  alike  on 
all,  from  the  plain  Qiutker  to  the  proud  lamel 
pluited  upon  the  rock  of  St  Helena.  What  is 
immcwtality  ?  A  word,  a  soimd—  it  is  no  more  t 
Who  now  enjoys  Csesar^s  fame  and  immortality  ? 
Is  it  Caesar  or  the  scavenger  of  Rome?  Sir,  it  is 
anybody's,  'tis  nobody's — 'tis  youHs,  'tis  mine,  'tis 
erwy  one's — it  is  but  a  word. 

But,  sir,  is  there  not  another  kind  of  immortali- 
ty, or,  as  I  would  think,  word,  in  the  world? 
CatUme  t  I  do  not  say  this  to  alarm  the  feelings 
of  any  one  hoe.  I  ho|>e  there  are  none  such  j  but, 
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should  ills  and  evils  come  upon  this  country, 
when  they  could  be  so  easily  avoided,  I  know  not 
wha^quaIifying  term  the  future  historian  of  this 
country  will  give  to  that  word.  Let  us  not  be  de- 
ceived. There  is  great  danger  in  any  measure 
which  might,  even  by  possibility,  overthrow  the 
peace  of  a  community.  Let  us  be  solicitous  to 
enjoy  the  distinguished  respect  of  those  about  us, 
whilst  alive,  for  the  dead  are  all  equally  provided 
with  plenty  of  immortality. 

We  are  told  it  is  proper  to  reject  the  applica- 
tions of  this  Slate ;  and,  if  other  steps  are  to  be 
taken,  it  is  time  enough  afterwards  to  consider 
them.  This  is  the  proper  period  to  determine 
what  should  be  done.  Will  you  have  another  re- 
public west  of  the  Mississippi,  or  will  you  com- 
pel Missouri  to  return  to  her  territorial  condition  ? 
The  one  course  is  calculated  to  embody  ideas  of 
evils  not  less  great,  though  m<He  gradual  in  their 
approach  ;  the  other,  all  the  horrors  of  revolution. 
Tdl  us,  then,  the  course  to  be  pursued.  Surely, 
no  graueman  is  willing  to  take  a  step  without  dis- 
tinctly seeing  the  consequences  which  are  to  Bow 
from  it,  and  be  ready  to  meet  them.  Can  die 
mind  of  any  man  picture  to  itself  a  community 
of  Americans,  born  to  liberty,  with  the  rich  in> 
heritance  and  blessings  of  this  Constitution,  with 
an  organized  government,  and  arms  in  their  hands, 
brought  so  low  as  to  crouch  to  the  injustice  of  a 
body  possession  no  power  but  to  "  admit  them  in- 
to this  Union.''  R^ect  them  if  you  will — let  them 
remain  a  foreicp  Power,  as  they  would  be,  if  re- 
jected. And  let  those  who  opposed  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana  now  reflect,  ana  draw  consolation 
from  the  reflection,  if  they  can,  that  their  perse- 
vering hostility  has  at  length  divided  this  Union. 
Sir,  I,  for  one,  must  deprecate  the  consequences ; 
but  it  is  time  we  know  the  worst ;  and  no  time 
better  than  the  present.  If  the  doctrine  held  by  a 
member  last  session,  that  "  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  did  not  sanction  slavery,  but  only 
forebore  to  meddle  with  it,"  is  the  ultimate  end  of 
these  proceedings,  we  cannot  too  soon  know  it. 
Though  I  have  great  doubt  whether  all  the  en- 
joyment of  pomp  and  place,  in  this  imperial  city, 
could  compensate  for  the  gnawing  recollections 
that  it  had  produced  the  ruin  of  the  country — 
this  is  immortality ! 

Mr.  Cobb  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  could 
vote  for  neither  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  RoBB  stated  the  reasons  of  his  opposition  to 
the  resolution  from  the  Senate  in  any  shape  it  was 
likely  to  assume. 

Mr.  Hardih,  in  an  earnest  desire  to  see  the 
question  settled,  was  willing  to  agree  to  both  die 
amendments. 

Mr.  Rhea,  after  making  some  remarks,  moved 
the  Committee  should  rise,  with  a  view  to  de- 
manding the  previous  question,  which  would  pre- 
clude aU  debate  and  amendment,  and  present  to 
the  House  a  naked  and  direct  question  on  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ci^Y  earnestly  opposed  this  course,  as  go- 
ing to  eloae  the  door  on  the  spirit  of  acoommoaa- 
ti(m. 
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The  modon  for  the  Ccmmittee  to  rise  was  neg- 
atired  by  a  laree  majority. 

Mr.  Clay,  theD,  after  an  earnest  appeal  to  all 
parts  of  the  House  to  bring  to  the  future  disciu- 
sioD  of  this  subject  minds  prepared  to  harmonize, 
and  forever  setUe  this  distracting  question  to  mu- 
tual satisfaction,  and  expressing  his  desire  more 
fully  to  examine  Mr.  Storrs's  proposition,  to  see 
whether  he  could  bring  his  mind  to  assent  to  it, 
as  he  wished  to  do,  ukoved  that  the  Committee 
now  rise,  in  order  to  bare  the  several  proposiUons 
for  amendment  printed. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ChXY  thea  gare  notice  be  should  again 
call  up  the  sabject  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LowHBBB  wished  it  defened  until  Friday 
next,  to  give  more  timB* 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  compromiie  with  his 
friend  for  Thursday.  He  did  not  like  the  idea  of 
taking  up  this  question  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  that  he  proposed,  at  a  future  day, 
to  offer  the  following  amendment,  which  he  now 
Mad,  to  follow  the  word  "  Union 

**  That  the  Le^islatore  of  the  Suts  of  Missouri 
■hall  pass  no  law  impairing  the  privileges  and  immu- 
aitiee  eeeured  to  the  dtisens  of  each  Stale,  under  the 
first  eluue  of  the  second  eection  of  the  fborlh  artide 
of  the  Constitation  of  the  United  Stoles." 

This  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  as 
1^1  as  the  others. 

WEOHEBnAY,  January  31. 

Mr.  Maclay,  fr(»n  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutioury  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  le^l  represeatatires  of  Joho  Guthry, 
deceased ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Solomon  Prevost,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WiLLiAita,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Noel  Destre^n, 
legal  repTMentatireof  Edward  McCarty,  deceased, 
accompanied  with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  the  said  BdcCarty ;  which  waa  read  twice  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHS  also  reported  a  bill  explanatory 
i^an  act,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  tne  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  Richard  O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at 
Algim which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whde  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  rdirf  of 
Robert  Purdy. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Jesse  Powel,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tracy  laid  upon  the  table  a  paper  in  the 
of  a  bill  "proTiding  for  the  tndemaity  of 
certain  dUzena  of  the  Umted  Statea  for  losses  sof 
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tained  by  the  destruction  or  loss  of  {Htiperty  during 
the  late  wars  with  Great  Britain  and  with  the 
Seminole  Indians ;"  and.  on  his  moUon,  it  waa 
ordered  to  be  printed,  witn  a  view  bmafter  to  call 
for  its  consideration. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsioent  or  tbe  United  States: 
'I\>  the  Houae  of  RtpruerUaHoea  i 

I  trsDsmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  tbe  Treasury  BubmitUog  copies  of  tbe  tostractions 
given  to  tbe  ccHamisriooeia  appointed  noder  the  act 
tbe  lAth  of  Hay,  18M,  autheriung  the  location  of  a 
road  from  Wheeling,  in  tbe  State  of  Virginia,  to  a 
point  on  the  left  bank  of  tbe  Mtniseippi  river,  between 
8L  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  tbe  Ulinois  river,  and  cofries 
of  the  report  made  by  the  said  oommisswners  to  tbe 
Treasury  Department,  of  the  progresi  they  hafe  made 
in  tbe  execution  of  the  duties  presailwd  by  the  said 
act,  together  with  mape  of  the  coaotry  through  which 
the  location  is  to  be  made. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wasbihotov,  January  St,  1881. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals.  Whereupon,  Mi. 
HsBBicK  withdrew  the  reaolutkm  subaaitted  Iqr 
him  yesterday. 

Mr.  S.  MooRB  submitted  tbe  following,  whidi 
he  wished  to  propose  as  an  amendment  to  the  rea* 
olution  respecting  Missouri : 

StiUie  out  the  proviso  attached  to  the  reaohuiea 
from  the  Senate,  and  in  lien  thereof  inaert  tbe  Mlow^ 
ing.  vis : 

"Provi^  That  the  fblknriagoondkiaB^  betaken 
as  ftindamental  conditions  and  terms  opoa  which  tfaa 
aud  Bute  is  incorporated  into  the  Uiuon,  via:  That 
the  fourth  clauae  of  the  twaoty-eixth  section  of  the 
third  article  of  the  constitution,  submitted  by  the  pea- 
pie  of  Missouri  to  the  cooiideratioo  of  Congress,  shall, 
u  loon  as  the  provisions  of  said  constitution  will  ad- 
mit, be  expungeJ,  or  so  amended  that  it  shall  not  be 
applicsble  to  citixeos  of  any  State  in  this  Union.  Aad 
tha^  ontU  ao  expunged  or  amended,  no  law,  paaacd 
in  eonfbrmity  thnato,  ahall  be  constrned  to  extend  to 
any  dtlien  of  either  State  in  this  Union. 

This  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisheb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  by  law  the  executors  of 
John  B.  Mebanc^  late  a  deputy  collector  of  inter- 
nal duties  and  direct  taxes  in  North  Carolina,  to 
collect  whatever  arrearages  may  yet  be  due  him 
from  individuals,  aoid  for  which  he  has  accounted 
with  the  principal  collector. 

The  House  {ooceeded  to  consider  the  bill  con- 
firming the  location  of  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposea 
Whereupon,  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engrowad, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  for  the  relief  of  stmdry  citizens  of 
Baltimore^  were  discharged,  and  die  btU  was  con- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to  which 
is  Committed  thereportof  the  Committee  of  daina 
on  the  petition  of  Eli  Hart. 

BiUs  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titica,  to 
wit:  "An  act  for  the  idief  of  tbe  rcyresentatiTea 
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of  Patinee  Gordon,  widow,  deceased and  "An 
act  snpplementarf  to  an  act  passed  on  the  lltb 
Mayj  1820,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  ana  for 
other  purposes;"  were  sererallyread  the  second 
time,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Gooimittee  on 
Pensionsand  Rerolutionary  C]aims,and  the  second 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 

TheHoase,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mescer,  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Columbian  College,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Storks  stated  a  number  of  objections 
which  he  bad  to  the  bill,  as  it  now  stood,  and  par- 
ticularly dwelt  on  its  naving  origmat^  wlih  a 
religious  society,  ^nd  that  clause  of  it  which  pro- 
poses  to  give  to  this  corporation  a  general  capacity 
to  hold  lands,  from  which  might  be  inferred  a 
capacity  to  hold  them  in  any  State  in  the  Union ; 
coDcluoing  by  sugoeatingeertain  alterations  which 
be  proposed  to  make  in  toe  constitation  of  the  Col- 
lege snould  the  bill  pass,  though  opposed  himself 
to  the  lAssage  of  the  bill  in  any  shape.  Mr,  S. 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  with  instructions : 

lit.  To  redoea  the  nnmber  of  tmstecs  for  the  Mid 
ittMftDliOB  10  twenty-one. 

That  the  Secretaries  of  the  TroeMry,  Wer, 
Navy,  and  State  Departments,  the  Attorney  Genera) 
of  the  United  State*,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  Dietrict  of  Colambie  for  the  time  being, 
•ball  be  respectiTcly  ex  officio  trustees  of  the  said 
bistitation. 

3d.  The  Taeaadea  u  the  said  Boaid  of  Traatees 
AiA\  be  filled  by  the  same  body. 

Ml.  That  a  Tintorial  power  over  tke  said  institution 
diafl  be  vested  in  a  joint  committee,  to  be  appointed 
\if  the  Senate  sad  House  of  RepresentatiTea. 

SUu  To  fill  np  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  the  nnmber 
of  tirenty-oite. 

Mr.  Mbbccr  opposed  the  recommitment,  as  in- 
evitably leading  to  a  rejection  of  the  bill ;  partic- 
ularly as  coming  from  a  gentleman  who  had  de- 
dared  that  be  should  vote  against  the  bill  in  any 
shape.  Mr.  M.  protested  against  this  bill  being 
rejected  on  the  groimd  of  hostility  totheestablisb- 
■aeat  of  any  literary  institution  in  this  District, 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  bad  so 
Iffoadly  avowed.  He  went  into  a  general  view  of 
<bo  sameet,  vindicating  the  bUl^  and  asserting  the 
right  of  the  peo^e  of  Uiia  District  to  expect  fVom 
Congreas,  their  sole  Ittislators,  that  they  woidd 
M  leaM  be  aUovred  to  edaeate  their  children  within 
the  District  if  they  chose,  and  that  they  should, 
tha«fore,  be  enabled  to  secure  and  projperlv  admin- 
ister the  funds  they  might  establish  for  tjtat  pur- 
pose, dec. 

There  then  arose,  on  this  subject,  a  debate  which 
occupied  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  day*s 
sitting,  which  was  desultory  in  its  nature  and 
comprehensive  in  its  objects,  embracing  the  gen- 
eral powers  of  Congress  to  confer  power  by  grant- 
ing acts  of  incorporation,  as  well  as  the  merits  of 
this  particular  bill,  and  even  the  MiMonri  qnestion, 
amnehov  or  other,  wedged  ttt  way  into  the  debate. 


Messrs.  Sbrobaut,  MEioa,  CoLPEmR,  and 
CuTHBERT,  sided  withMr.  Mercek,  in  o|^)Ositi(»& 
to  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Storrs  replied. 

The  raotioD  of  Mr.  Storrb  was  ne^tived. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  to  obviate  the  objection  which 
existed  to  the  biJl,  on  the  ground  of  its  supposed 
comprehensiveness,  moved  to  amend  it  by  aading 
thereto  the  following : 

And,  provided,  alio,  that  nothing  in  thia  act  con* 
tained  ahall  be  so  conatrued  as  to  authorise  aaid  CoUeg« 
to  purciiase  or  hold  any  real  estate  out  of  the  District  of 
Colombia,  without  the  consent  of  the  LegieUtare  of 
the  State  within  which  sueh  real  eatate  shall  bs  ^t- 
oated. 

The  bill  being  on  its  third  readiug,  an  unani- 
mous consent  only  could  make  the  amendment ; 
and,  oMeetkm  being  made,  it  fell  of  course. 

Mr.  Caapbbll  moved  to  recommit  the  Irill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Cc^Dmbia,  With 
iostmotions  to  make  the  above  amendment  to  the 
bUL 

Here  ensned  a  farther  debate,  in  wbieh  HeMrs. 

ClAT,  BaLDWIR,  BaRBOCTR,  MBRCIiR,  TmiKBR, 

Warpield,  and  Brush,  took  part. 

The  amendment  was  objected  to  both  by  friend» 
and  adversaries  of  the  hill ;  by  its  friends,  as  bdng 
unnecessary — by  its  enemies,  on  the  ground  that 
its  insertion  would  leave  an  implication  that 
vrithout  its  insertion,  the  CoHw  wonld  hare  haa 
thejpower  proposed  to  be  denied. 

Tne  opinion  recently  given  by  celebrated  counsed 
on  the  operation  of  lotteries  authorized  by  Con- 
gress became  the  subject  of  incidoital  remark. 
The  grearest  respect  was  professed  for  the  counsd 
in  the  case,  but  not  much  for  their  opinion.  The 
matter,  however,  was  not  so  mneh  argoed  as  al- 
luded to. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cahpbrll  was  n^tived, 
71  votes  to  60. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
question  was  taken  on  its  passage,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  decided :  For  the  bill  79,  ag^nst  it  GO, 
as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  York,  Ander- 
son, Archer  of  MaTytsnd,  Baker,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
Beecber,  Brevard.  Brown,  Brush,  Barton,  Bntler  of 
Louisiana,  Clay,  Cobb,  (Jook,  Crawlbrd,  Oolpeper, 
CuahaiaDi  Cnthbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  Davidaoa, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Eutie,  Floyd,  Foot, 
Gamett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gnyon,  UacU^,  Hen> 
dricks,  Hill,  H<Aart,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jous  of  Vii>- 
giaia,  Jones  of  TanBsasea,  Kent,  Kinsey,  KinritfT, 
Lincoln,  Lowndes,  Maday,  MeCreaiT,  MeOalloogh, 
MeLana  of  Delaware,  Meigs,  Hercef,  Mondl,  MortOD« 
Uoeeley,  Neale,  Neleon  of  Massachasett^  Nebon  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Pitcher,  Humer,  Reid,  Robertson, 
Rasa,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Southard,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Terrell,  Tomlinaon,  Tompkins,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Upham,  Walker.  Warfiel^  Wendover,  and  WilUams 
of  Virginia. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  MHBsacbuietts, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Baden, 
Bryan,  Boffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampihire,  Campbell, 
Cannon,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke,  Crafla,  Dennfaon, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gray, 
Hall  of  Mew  York,  Ball  Of  North  Oaiolina,  Hardin, 
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Haniek,  Hibflbmao,  Hookfl,  Hostetter,  Lkthrop,  Little, 
McCoy,  HcXicaD  of  Kentucky,  Mtrcband,  Metealf, 
R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Murray,  Parker  of  Miasachusetta, 
Pericer  of  Yirgiaia,  Patterson,  Philaon,  Randolph, 
BankiD,  Rhea,  Richikrds,  Rog^ers,  Rou,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  North  Caroitnt,  Steven*,  Storra,  Tarr,  Tracy, 
Tneker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  UJree,  VViUiama  of 
NorUi  CaTtdina,  and  Wood. 
So  the  bill  was  passed. 

An  engrossed  hill,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief 
(tf  William  T.  Nimmo,"  was  read  the  third  time ; 
andtbeqoestionstated,  Shalt  it  pass?  Whereupon, 
the  House  adjourned. 


THtiHBDAY,  Febroarjr  1* 
Mr.  LmaHOBB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter 
ud  establbh  certain  post  loads ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Mr.  Serqeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
dieiarf,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  issue  a  patent  to  Thomas  Ozley ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Monell,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lauds,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  19th  of 
December  last,  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if 
any,  what,  r^ulations  can  be  adopted,  consistent 
with  the  interest  of  the  Qovernment,  whereby  the 
soldiers  of  the  late  war  who  have  not  received 
their  bouot]^  lauds  can  be  better  provided  for  than 
under  ezisiiw  laws,  made  a  repOTt,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  further  to  r»nlate  the  issuing  of  pa- 
teats  of  military  bounty  unds ;  which  was  read 
twie^  and  refored  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  regulating  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  from  the  purchasers  of  the  puo- 
lic  lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  List  of 
all  the  lands  and  buildings  which  hare  been  pur- 
chased by  the  United  States  for  military  purposes, 
from  the  first  day  of  July,  1800,  to  the  present 
time,  the  cost  of  each  site,  and  the  buildmgs,  as 
ftr  as  practicable,  together  with  rcQierks  on  the 
estimated  present  value  of  the  same,  &c.,  pre- 
pared in  oEtedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  14th  ul- 
timo; which  letter  and  list  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  Ethan  A.  Brown,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assonbly, 
00  tbu  subject  of  the  proceeding  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  against  certam  officers  of  the 

Sovernment  of  that  State,  in  the  circuit  court  of 
le  United  States ;  which  was  ordored  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  McLane  offered  the  followiog  paper,  as  an 
amendment  which,  when  the  subject  came  up,  he 
proposed  to  move  to  the  resolution  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  into  the  Union  : 

Provided^  That  nothing  in  the  conititation  of  the 
said  State  of  UiMOuri  shaJl  be  construed  to  authorise 
m  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Legislatuie  to  pass  any 
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law  denying  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  any  of  the 
wivilegea  and  immanitiei  of  citizens  in  the  wveral 
States :  Aiid  provided,  further.  That  no  law  of  the 
said  State  shall  be  constmed  to  deny  to  the  citizens  of 
each  Sute  any  of  the  privileges  and  immuniUea  of 
cittzena  in  the  several  States. 

And  the  same  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  message  &om  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Tluimas  Shidds  luid  others,"  in 
which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afialrs. 

Mr.  BALDWiNlaid  before  the  House  sundry  doc- 
uments in  relation  to  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  with  the  empire  of  China ;  the  state  of 
sundry  manufacturing  establishments  within  the 
United  States,  and  other  papers,  illustrative  of  the 
principles  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures,  which  was  accompanied  foy 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  which  documents  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expedienciM>f  changing  an  appropriauon  made 
by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  27tn  orMarch,  1818, 
for  the  purpose  of  "repairing  and  keeping  in  re- 
pair that  iMrt  of  the  road  leading  from  Columbia, 
m  the  State  of  Tennessee,  by  the  Choctaw  Agen- 
cy, to  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of  Louisiaiia, 
which  lies  between  the  southern  boundary  line  of 
Tennesse^  and  the  Indian  boundary  line  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,"  so  as  to  apply  so  much 
thereof,  as,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  may  be  found  necessary  to  open  a  road 
from  a  point  on  the  United  States  military  road 
at  or  near  Columbus,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
through  the  Choctawnationof  Indians,  to  Toraet 
Brasbears's  stand  on  the  <dd  road  leading  from 
Natchez  to  Nashville. 

Mr.  Storbb  submitted  the  following  order, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
until  to-morrow : 

Ordered,  That,  daring  the  remainder  ofthe  present 
seaiion  of  Congress,  business  referred  to  CommiUeea 
of  the  whole  Hooae  shall  bo  called  for  conaideration 
in  the  following  order : 

1.  Private  bills  which  have  psMod  the  Senate,  and 
have  been  reported  fiivmUy  by  a  committee  tlM 
House. 

3.  Privste  bills  reported  by  committees  of  the 
House. 

3.  Bills  and  resolntions  of  a  public  nature. 

4.  Bills  which  bare  passed  the  Senate,  and  have 
been  reported  against  by  a  committee  of  the  Hoose. 

6.  Reports  nnAvorable  lo  petitioners. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  Uie  relief  of  Rosalie  P. 
Deslonde :  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre 
Denis  de  la  Roode;  the  engrossed  bill  confirming 
the  location  of  the  permanent  seat  of  govemmeat 
of  the  State  of  Illmois,  and  for  oUier  purposce, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  au  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 


Proceedvaga. 
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WILLIAM  T.  NIMMO. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  T. 
Nimmo^  was  read  a  third  time;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Its  passage — 

Mr.  Newton  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill.  From 
what  he  said  in  iaror  of  it.  the  bill  proposes  to  in- 
demnify Mr.  Nimmo  for  the  building,  on  the  bay 
shore  below  Norfolk,  usnalljr  knownlby  the  name 
of  the  Pleasure  House,  which  was  burnt  by  the 
eoemy  during  the  late  war,  on  the  ground,  as  al- 
lied by  the  petitioner,  and  contended  Mr- 
NT,  that  the  batlding  waA  occupied  as  a  military 
post. 

Mr.  Floyd  having  called  on  Mr.  Mercer,  who 
was  performing  military  duty  at  Norfolk  about 
that  time,  for  information  on  the  subject — 

Mr.  Mercer  stated  the  facts  within  his  know- 
ledge upon  the  subject,  which  were,  that  the  build- 
ing bad  been  occupied  as  barracks  or  lodgings  for 
a  Tidette,  the  outguari  of  the  Army,  and  was  de- 
stroyed, as  was  oniTersally  admitted  at  the  time, 
fimn  mere  wantonness,  or  on  the  pretence  of  re- 
taliation. Mr.  M.  drew  a  distinction  between 
military  posts  and  fortified  places,  destroyed  in 
legitimate  war&re,  and  mere  barracks  or  houses 
occupied  as  such,  destroyed  wantonly,  or  on  the 
plea  of  retaliation.  Mr.  M.  was  opposed  to  indem- 
nifying the  losers  in  any  of  the  whole  class  of  cases 
of  the  latter  description,  including  those  on  Uie 
Niagara  frontier,  &c.  He  paid  a  high  compliment 
to  the  personal  character  and  merit  of  the  claim- 
ant in  this  case,  and  expressed  his  satisfaction  that 
such  a  case  had  presented  itself,  that  he  might 
vote  upon  it  on  principle,  to  show  what  his  opin- 
ion was  on  this  subject,  where  his  feelings  would 
lead  him  to  vote  differently  if  he  could. 

Some  firrther  debate  took  place  on  this  subject, 
in  which  Messrs.  McCoy,  Metcalf,  Mercer, 
Nbwton,  and  Rich,  engaged. 

The  question  bebg  taken  on  the  bill,  it  was  re- 
jected, by  a  vote  of  78  to  50. 

MISSOURI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  House  then  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  declaring  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
nnd  the  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

The  whole  day  was  spent  in  animated  debate, 
and  interesting  proceedings. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Foot  was,  to 
strike  oat  the  proviso  of  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  fcdlow- 
ing: 

•*  Pranded,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  Amdamental 
«ondUioii,  apon  wbidi  tlw  said  State  ii  incorporated 
hi  the  Union,  that  sonndi  of  thelwen^-sixth  section 
«f  the  third  article  of  the  eonstitation  which  has  been 
■obmitted  to  CoDgress,  ai  declares  it  ahall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Geaeifd  Assembly  'to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
molattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  this  State, 
trndn  an;  pretext  wbataoever,'  shall  be  ezpUDgBd 
within  two  years  from  the  passage  i4  this  reeolutbn, 
by  the  General  Aisembly  of  Missonri,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  for  amending  said  Constitution." 

Mr.  Storrs  had  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
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ment,  by  striking  oat  the  whole  of  it,  after  the  word 
"Union,"  in  the  third  line,  and  insetting  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"And  to  be  of  perpetaal  obligation  on  the  said  State, 
On  &ith  whereof  this  resolntion  is  paned  by  Congress) 
that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  Uie  said  Stal^ 
impairing  or  contravening  the  rights,  privileges,  or  im- 
munities, secnrad  to  cittsens  of  other  Stales  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  die  United  States:  And  provided  further. 
That  the  Legislatare  acting  under  the  oonstitntion  al- 
ready adopted  in  Missonri  as  a  State,  shall,  as  a  oon- 
ventum,  (for  whidi  purpose  the  consent  of  Congress 
is  hereby  granted,)  declate  thdr  assent,  by  a  puUic 
act.  to  the  said  oon^thw*  before  the  next  bsmou  of 
Congress;  and  transmit  to  CoDgress  an  attested  copy 
of  such  act  by  the  first  day  of  tbesaidssssion." 

After  much  debate,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Btorbs 
was  negatived — 80  votes  to  61. 

Mr.  Haceley  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  Bfr* 
Foot'b  amendment,  after  the  word  "Union,"  and 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following: 

"And  to  be  of  perpetual  oUigation  on  the  said  States 
(in  faith  whereof  this  resolntion  is  passed  by  Congress,) 
ihtX  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the  said  State,  to 
prevent  such  free  negroes  or  mntattoes  from  entering 
mto,  and  settling  in,  said  State,  as  may  be  citizens  ^ 
any  of  the  States  of  the  Union:  And  provided,  furtherf 
That  the  Legislature,  acting  under  the  constitution  al- 
ready adopted  in  Missouri  u  a  State,  shall,  as  a  oon- 
ventton,  (for  wbidi  purpose  the  consent  of  Congieai 
is  lisrelv  granted, )  declare  their  assent,  by  a  puUie 
act,  to  the  said  condition,  before  the  next  session  of 
Congress ;  and  transmit  to  Congress  an  attested  eopy 
of  snch  act  by  the  fint  day  of  the  said  session." 

After  detwte,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hacclbt  was 
UMfatived— 70  to  66. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  the  amendment  previ- 
ously su^^ed  by  him,  viz :  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  Mr.  Foot'b  amendment  as  follows  the  word 
"Union,"  and  insert,  in  lien  thereto,  the  iblknr- 
ing: 

*'  That  Ute  Legislsture  of  the  SUte  of  Hissoari  shall 
pass  no  law  impairing  the  privileges  and  immunitice 
aecnred  to  the  citizen  of  each  State,  ondar  the  first 
clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitotion  of  the  United  Sutes." 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived--74 
votes  to  65. 

The  question  was  then  uken  on  Mr.  Foot's 
motion  to  amend  as  above,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  McLane  then  moved  his  ammdment,  aa 
stated;  and  then,  alter  having  previonsly  serei^ 
times  refused  to  rise,  a  motion  to  that  meat  pn- 
vailed,  and  the  House  adjoomed. 


Friday,  February  3. 
Mr.  Newtoh,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  repeal  an  act  passed  the 
26th  of  April,  1816,  increasm^  the  compeasationa 
of  inspectors,  measurers,  weighers,  and  gatigen ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  comnutted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Fobrbbt,  from  the  Committee  on  Ajnical- 
tare,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  United 
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Agricultural  Society  of  Virnaia^  wbioh  was 
committed  to  the  Comnutlee  m  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  yoion. 

Mr.  Wabfield  eubtnitted  for  consideration  the 
foUowiDg  resolution,  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  : 

JUioked,  That  the  8wtm  of  the  Hvrj  be  di- 
iwtod  to  famtaJi  Ihii  Hoiim  with  a  itateflinit  of  ih« 
Hinatl  eipmiN  of  the  Marine  Corpi  at  the  dij  of 
Waihugton ;  the  manner  in  whidi  th«  aaid  eorpi  aie 
eiBpIojed;  th«  uinnal  amoaot  paid  to  e*eh  officer, 
diaiiufoiabuig  their  pay  from  tofir  pei^niiitM  and 
•molumeats ;  alto,  the  dntiee  nqoired  to  ba  ptrfimaad 
by  aa^  offioir  attached  to  laid  eoi|Hi. 

Mr.  RiOH  rose  to  say,  that,  in  conseqa«iee  of 
the  |;reat  length  of  time  which  has  been  taken  op 
in  discussing  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  Army, 
and  other  subjects,  and  the  limited  period  of  the 
present  session,  he  had  coine  to  the  conclusion  not 
to  ask  for  the  larther  eousideration  at  the  present 
session^  of  the  resolution  which  he  had  submitted, 
tome  tune  ago,  proposing  the  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  eertain  articles  of  foreign  growth 
or  manQfBctme.  He  hoped,  he  said,  that  he  might 
ba  indul^  in  the  further  Tcmark,  that,  being 
iblly  atufied,  that,  should  the  condition  of  the 
eoantry  ranain  tuchangad,  its  lesoorees  mast 
graduaUr  melt  awajr  ana  disappear,  he  should,  if 
here  at  toe  next  session  of  Congress,  at  an  early 
day  call  the  attention  of  the  House  again  to  this 
suD)ect ;  and,  should  he  not  be  here,  if  be  had  any 
inmieDce  with  his  successor,  it  should  certainly 
be  employed  to  induce  him  to  more  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. , 
Mr.  NsuON,  of  Virginia,  suhnittad  for  eonsid- 
«nitioB  the  Callowins  leMhuion: 

JtesoAwA  That  a  selact  oommitiee  ha  apft^ied  to 
la^ire  into  the  eipcdieney  of  abtrfishiog  imprison< 
moot  far  debt,  in  all  c«««s  of  process  issuing  from  the 
aovts  of  the  Uaitod  States,  and  that  thay  ban  Uave 
tp  X9fOtt  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  having  been  read^ 
Mr.  Nblbon  said,  as  the  iMolntion  proposed  an 
inquirer  only,  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to 
enter  into  an  argument  to  show  the  propriety  of 
its  adoption.  The  distress  which  perraded  the 
.OMiBtry,  he  said,  was  kiiown  to  every  oue,  and  its 
gitnatioa  demanded  relief,  as  far  as  it  was  in  the 
power  of  this  House  to  afford  it.  It  had  already 
lOQ  long  been  a  stain  on  the  statute  books  of  the 
eoantry,  that  men  were  liable  to  be  iinprisoaed, 
not  for  crime,  but  for  their  miafortvne.  He  hoped 
it  would  not  be  sufioted  to  continue  so  longer. 

Mr.  Wood  inquired  whether  it  was  proposed  to 
include  the  courts  of  the  United  States  witoin  this 
District. 

Mr.  Campbbll  expressed  hit  hit^  that  the  pro- 
posed iiMluiry  by  a  eommiuee  would  be  made, 
tie  had  long  formed  the  opinion,  on  much  reflec- 
Uop,  tluU,  as  far  as  Congress  had  power  in  this 
jespeet,  it  ought  to  be  exercised  in  the  abolition  of 
imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  Nblbom  said  the  resolution,  as  to  its  object, 
^oke  ibr  itself.  U  Congiesi  had  any  power  over 
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the  subject  in  the  States,  he  would  hare  made  his 
motion  universal.  But,  as  far  as  we  have  power, 
said  he,  I  would  exercise  it,  as  well  in  r^rd  to 
the  courts  of  this  District  as  to  the  other  courts 
established  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Nblboh  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  of  five  ordered  to  be  appointed  ac- 
cordingly; and  Bfr.  Nelson,  of  vtrpnia,  Mr. 
Stobrs,  Mr.  Hempbili,  Mr.  Ross,  ana  Mr.  Kb- 
irABpa,  of  Connecticut,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

BEFOftT  ON  GOLD  COIN. 

Mr.  Wbitman,  from  the  select  committee,  Kf- 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  relative  value  of  the  hereafWr  to  be  coiow 
at  the  Mint  of  the  Umted  Slates,  made  a  repoct 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill.  The  report  and 
bill  are  as  follows : 

The  committee  who  were  directed  to  inqoke  into  Aa 
expedieoey  of  inomasing  the  rdative  value  of  goU 
horeaAer  to  b«  coined  at  the  Mint,  havo  attended  to 
that  BBtgect,  and  beg  leaT*  reepectfuUj  to  report  that 
tbej  are  of  opinioa  the  raloe  of  American  gold,  com- 

fared  with  nlver,  ought  to  be  aomewhat  bigher  than 
J  law  at  present  establiahed.  On  ioquiiy,  they  find 
that  gold  ctHBs,  both  foreign  and  of  the  United  Statei^ 
have,  in  a  great  messurer  disappeared ;  and,  from  ths 
best  calculation  that  coo  be  made,  there  b  reason  to 
apprehend  the;  will  be  wholly  banished  from  civcola* 
tioa,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  undfr 
our  present  Tegolations,  that  tbis  shoo  Id  be  the  case. 

There  remains  no  longer  any  doubt  that  tbe  gold 
coins  of  tbe  United  SUtea  are,  by  our  laws,  rated  at  a 
value  lower  than  in  almost  any  other  couotiy,  in  com- 
paiiflon  with  that  of  ailvw.  This  oecaaiona  the  gold 
to  be  constantly  aelsetedf  when  it  can  be  ^tatofld,  im 
I»efereoce  to  ailver,  wbeoever  leqnired  te  remhtaaea 
from  this  to  foreign  eoaatries ;  and,  ti  the  same  time, 
preveata  those  who  hare  ocoaaion  to  remit  b>  llu  Uni* 
ted  Statea  from  doing  it  in  gold.  Hence  ibeie  ia  a  cpo- 
tinnal  and  steady  drain  of  that  metal  from  this  conntfy, 
without  any  correspondent  return,  which  must  con- 
tinue while  there  remains  any  of  it  among  us.  Tha 
imptn^tioDs  of  it  will  be  confined  to  amall  qnaotitiee, 
and  from  connttias  fiwi  which  nMhbg  battiai  can  be 
obtained. 

There  have  been  ooinsd  at  the  Mint  of  the  Unittd 
Sutes  neariy  aix  miUions  of  dollars  in  gold.  It  ia 
doubtful  whether  any  considerable  portion  of  it  can, 
at  this  time,  be  found  within  the  United  States.  It  is 
ascertained,  in  one  of  our  principal  commercial  citieik 
^uite  in  the  vicinity  of  tbe  Mint,  that  the  gold  coin 
in  an  office  of  diacouot  and  depoaite  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  SUtes  theie  located,  in  November,  1610, 
amounted  to  9l6IM>00,  and  the  diver  coin  to  9118,- 
000.  That,  since  that  time,  the  ailver  coin  has  in- 
creaaed  to  9700,000,  while  the  gold  coin  has  duniniah- 
•d  to  Aesom  of  91,200,  one  hundred  only  of  which  ia 
Anwricao.  And  it  is  stated  ttiat  the  vaults  of  iIm 
State  banks  in  the  same  oity,  having  a  capital  in  tha 
sggregale,  aa  ta  believed,  of  oeariy  eight  nuUiona,  az- 
hibit  a  smilar  reaolt  It  is  acarcely  to  be  doubted, 
that,  on  esaaunation  in  tha  odier  oommttcial  dtiss^ 
similar  additional  proof  would  ba  ftimlshed. 

It  now  becomes  a  qaeation  of  serious  import;  to  be 
decided  in  the  nation,  whether  a  gold  cnrrsney  be  at 
all  dsairabloi  or  whether  it  should  wholly  give  piaes  la 
silver?   Qy  ioau  a  silver  cufTsney  is  deemed  tha  most 
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•UgiU*.  Thsjr  contend  that  oar  circulating  metallic 
cvren^  ahonld  be  poadenma,  and  ineonvenient  of 
tranamiarioa ;  that  it  would,  in  sneh  caae,  remaiti  in 
the  conntiy  and  atatimaary. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  beliaTedt  by  joot  eommft- 
tee,  that  a  more  portablo  curreocj  maj  be,  on  many 
acooants,  and,  in  man;  initancea,  must  be,  much  more 
eonvenient,  and  in  aome  eaaea  abaolately  neceuary. 
It  cannot  be  dented,  that  the  lighter  and  amalter  the 
evrency,  in  ]«oportion  to  ita  TaJne,  the  greater  will 
be  the  aceoMaodatiMi  in  the  negotiations  between 
the  great  extnuM  of  the  Union.  In  proportion  to 
thia  facility  tlw  price  of  ezchange  will  m  leaaened ; 
eOBBMrdal  tranaactiona  wenld  Utna  be  carried  on  at 
an  enhanced  profit  to  all  eoncenied.  Moreover,  in 
time  of  war,  it  will  never  &il  to  become  reqniaite  to 
make  nee  of  apecie  in  paymenta  and  remittances ;  and 
tfaeae  will  be  demanded,  alnioet  exeluaively,  at  the 
extreme  bordera  and  frontiera  of  the  Union.  In  euch 
eaie  gold  foraiahea  a  medium  which  will  not  on^  be 
Hght  and  oonvenient,  bnt  which  can  be  tranamitted 
with  wcrecy,  thereby  avoiding  the  riaka  incident  to 
war  and  commotion.  Thoae  who  carry  thdr  recol- 
lectiona  back  to  the  inddenta  of  the  late  war,  oannot 
fUl  of  being  fbrnUy  impraaaed  with  thia  idea. 

Our  empire  b  widely  extended,  and  becoming  more 
bo;  and,  at  the  aama  time,  ipanely  aettled.  The 
tranamianon  of  large  tnma,  eapecially  in  time  of  war, 
if  in  ponderoaa  silver,  must  be  extremely  inconveni- 
ent, and  oftentimea  attended  with  great  danger.  It 
would  aeem,  therefore,  Uiat,  aa  corrency,  the  gold  coin 
haa,  in  diia  eoantiy,  maniJeat  advantagea  over  that  of 
utrcr. 

But  there  ia  another  pntlcQlar  not  nmnrtby  of 
eonaideratioa.  We  have  before  atatad  that  the  gold 
coina  are  worth,  in  ibrcvn  oonntriea,  more,  in  com* 
pariaon  with  silver,  than  m  oar  own.  The  average 
of  this  increased  valoe  u  believed  to  exceed  aix-teniha 
of  a  dollar  in  every  fifteen  dollan.  In  Spun  and  Pof> 
tngal,  three  half  eaglee  are  worth  sixteen  dollara ;  in 
Cuba,  aeventeen ;  in  the  West  Indiea^  generally,  aix- 
lean;  in  jBngland,  fifteen  and  one-ftfth;  in  HoUand, 
fUteoi;  and  in  Ftanee,  fifleen  and  ■  half.  Theaa 
eakvdatiDaa  may  not  be  predaoly  aa  atated,  bnt  are 
Mieved  to  be  neuly  aeeorate. 

In  the  United  SUtea,  befiwe  the  eatablishment  of 
the  present  Government,  it  haa  heretofore  been  aaocr- 
tatned  bg  a  committee  of  Congress,  that,  by  custom, 
the  val«e>of  gold  has  been  considered  as  equivalent  to 
^ut  mUeu  and  aix'tenths  of  its  weight  in  silver. 
This,  without  doabt,  aroae  from  finding  this  to  be  the 
average  of  the  different  values  affixed  to  the  gold  in 
diflerent  foreign  countries. 

Why  it  was  thought  proper,  on  eatabliahing  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  to  reduce  thia  value  to  fif- 
teen ibr  one,  it  is  not  now  material  to  inquire.  It  ia 
fluffident  to  know,  from  unhappy  experimioe,  that  its 
tendency  ia  to  rid  ua  of  a  goM  earrenqy,  and  leave  as 
nothing  bat  silver. 

The  mmhanis,  if  they  have  occasion  to  import 
apede,  and  cannot  obtain  silver,  are  compelled  to  im- 
part gold,  at  a  ioea  of  from  two  to  ten  per  cent.  If 
they  have  a  remittance  to  make,  they  will,  if  posaiUe, 
wcehanga  aitvar  for  gold,  as,  thereby,  th^  will  gain 
fnwi  two  to  tan  per  cent.,  according  to  the  value  of 
gold  in  tfie  oeontiy  to  whidi  the  remittance  is  to  be 
madn> 

An  occnirence,  strikingly  illaatrative  upon  thia 
poin^  ia  atated  in  an  elaborate  report  of  a  ftanner  com- 


mittee, on  the  aulgect  of  the  corrency,  to  which  yonr 
committee  woald  beg  leave  to  refer,  aa  aflbrdiag  much 
useftil  information  on  thia  anlyect  generally.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  entered  into  acontract  with 
Measrs.  Baring  dc  Co.,  of  Load<ai,  for  the  aapply  of 
two  millions  of  dollan  in  specie,  in  eoual  porta,  as 
near  as  might  be  practicable,  of  gold  andailver,  at  the 
Amerinn  standard.  The  amount  waa,  accordingly, 
furnished ;  but  not  a  dollar  of  it  in  gold ;  althou^ 
gold  is  the  currency  of  Great  Britaua,  and  sliver  is  ad- 
missible  there,  as  a  tender,  in  but  very  smdl  soma. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  otyeeted,  that  if  we  should  now 
render  gdd  fimr  per  cent  better,  we  shall,  thereby, 
put  into  the  handa  of  ita  preeent  bolder*  a  dear  net 
gain  to  that  amount,  provided  they  hold  It  vrith  an  in- 
tout  to  use  it  in  this  coantry.  Bnt  itia  not  perceived 
how  this  will  injure  the  pobuc  or  individuals.  And  it 
will  not  be  regretted  by  the  benevolent  that  individ- 
uals should  be  benefitted  if  no  one  be  injured.  If, 
however,  individual  wealth  be  a  public  blessing,  all 
will  be  benefitted.  At  any  rate,  this  is  an  incident 
utterly  unavoidable,  to  a  ceruin  extent,  in  this  caot. 
It  moat  be  submitted  to;  aa,  otherwise,  a  poaitive  na- 
tieaal  evil,  of  groat  magnitndo,  a>  your  conaktcv 
deem  it,  must  be  encounterod. 

It  will,  moreover,  bo  olgected,  that  epecalatora  wiD 
take  advantage  of  the  unwary,  and,  ere  they  wtil  hare 
been  appriied  of  the  inereaaed  valoe  of  their  gold,  vrlU 
have  purchased  it  of  them  at  the  former  rate.  Ths, 
however,  your  committee  believe,  will,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure be  counteracted  by  a  provisLon  in  the  liill,  accom- 
panying this  report,  that  tha  cola  atttaincieaoadnlae 
shall  not  bo  a  legal  tender,  nntil  the  firat  of  July  next 
In  thia  way,  thoae  who  would  buy  it  with  a  view  to 
speculation  would  snatain  a  Ioea  of  interest  amounting 
to  nearly  or  quite  aa  moefa  as  would  oAervrise  be 
gained  by  the  purchase. 

If  it  M  expedient  to  adopt  the  measure  in  eentwi- 
plation,  tfae  preeent  is  the  moment  when  it  can  and 
ought  to  be  done.  The  longer  vre  continue  under  Aa 
preaentni^alation  the  worse  will  be  our  condition  and 
the  greater  the  hgury  we  ahall  have  anstainod. 

Toor  committee,  Iherafbce,  in  eonfimnity  to 
foregoing  aentimenta,  aak  leave  to  rapott  a  bUU 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Beit  enacted,  4e->  That  the  eaglea  hereafter  to  be 
coined  at  the  Hint  of  the  United  States  ahall  contain 
two  hundred  and  thirty-aevon  grains  and  nine^-dght 
hundredths  of  a  grain  ttf  pure,  or  two  hundted  and 
fifty-nine  grains  and  sixty-one  hundredths  of  a  grdn 
of  standard  gold ;  and  the  half  eagles  and  quarter 
eaglea  the  same  proportion  of  fine  or  staudard  gold; 
and  the  said  eagles,  half  eaglee,  and  quarter  eagles,  eo 
to  be  coined,  bdng  of  the  weight  aforesaid,  ahall,  fimn 
and  after  the  first  dsy  of  July  next,  pass,  and  be  a  le- 
gal tender  in  the  payment  of  ^l  debts  and  demands 
whalaoover,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  for  each  e^le^ 
and  in  that  proportion  for  half  and  quarter  eaglea; 
and,  whan  of  less  than  the  weight  afereaaid,  being  «f 
the  atandard  finaneaa.  In  proportion  to  their  wei^t 

The  bUi  waa  twice  read  and  oommittcd. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee <tf  the  Whole,  on  the  Senate's  resolution 
for  the  admission  of  Missouri. 

The  followinff  amendment,  pn^xned  (Uk  jreeten 
day  by  Mr.  McJUaxi^  of  Delawue,  being  voder 
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consideratioD,  viz :  to  strike  out  the  proviso  to  the 
resolution  as  follows : 

Prtmided,  Tbtt  DOlbiog  hereia  coauined  sbtll  he 
wo  constmed  u  to  give  the  Msent  of  CoDgreM  to  any 
provinon  in  the  Constitution  ofMiiiouri,  (ifanysach 
tbore  be,)  which  contravenes  that  clauie  of  the  Cod- 
atitatioQ  of  the  United  States,  which  declares  that  the 
^tizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privi> 
'leges  and  immnnities  of  cidzena  in  the  several  States. 

And,  in  lieu  thereof,  insert  the  following : 
Ihwntkd,  That  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the 
said  State  of  Miasouri  shall  be  construed  to  authorize 
or  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Legislature  to  pass  any 
law  denying  to  the  citizens  of  each  Stale  any  of  the 
.privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several 
Statea :  And  promded,  further.  That  no  law  of  the 
■maid  State  shul  be  conitruMl  to  deny  to  the  citizens 
•of  each  State  any  of  the  privileges  and  immnnities  of 
-citizena  of  the  several  States. 

A  long  debate  took  place,  not  so  much  on  thb 
particular  amendment  as  on  the  whole  subject  of 
the  evils  of  sbvery,  the  rights  of  the  South,  the 
faataooe  of  power,  the  nature  of  the  obligations  and 
b^efits  of  the  ITnioD,  &c. 

Mr.  Campbell  rose  and  said,  he  was  not  i^o- 
xant  of  the  aniiety  of  gentlemen  on  all  sidesof  the 
House,  to  have  the  question  now  under  diiicussLon 
determined.  Notwithstanding  he  felt  this  anxiety 
in  common  with  others,  he  hoped  a  disposition  to 
ciUtivBte  patience  a  little  longer  would  he  indulged, 
particulany  when  a  member,  not  in  the  hahit  of 
obtruding,  wished  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr. 
McLane,)  who  presented  the  amendment  now 
under  consideration,  had  evinced  so  much  candor, 
and  so  often  repeated  his  inritations  to  those  dis- 
agreeing with  him  on  the  main  tinestion,  to  meet 
faim  in  the  spirit  of  amitr  on  his  proposition  to 
amend,  that  he  would  oner  his  reasons  whf  be 
could  not.  What,  Mr.  C.  asked,  is  the  object  of 
the  amendment?  If  he  understood  its  import,  it 
is  intended,  at  least  indirectly,  to  alter  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri.  If  not  to  expunge  the  excep- 
tionable clause,  certainly  to  give  it,  or  any  act 
passed  in  conformity  thereto,  such  an  interpreta- 
tion as  the  convention  never  intended.  Whence 
does  Congress  derive  this  immensity  of  power? 
Or  on  what  occasion  has  the  employment  oi  it  been 
indicated  7  This  doctrine  is  very  different  from 
that  for  which  the  sentleman  at  the  last  session  so 
ably  contended.  At  that  time  it  was  alleged  we 
had  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  the  constitution 
of  a  State  about  to  apply  for  admission  into  the 
Union.  If  Congress  be  competent  to  interfoe  in 
anj  way  with  one  clause  of  the  constitatitm  of 
MMouri,an  interference  with  another,  and  indeed 
with  every  other,  would  be  equally  admissible.  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  considered  the  amendment  a  perfect 
cypher,  and  so  would  it,  if  adopted,  be  deemed  by 
the  people  of  Missouri.  To  any  such  modification 
their  coiuent  would  be  indispensable.  And  how 
was  this  to  be  obtained  t  Mr.  C.  said,  he  knew 
of  no  way  but  through  another  convention,  and 
he  defied  gentlemen  to  point  out  anj^  other  legiti- 
mate mode.  Mr.  C.  said,  Missouri  is  unrepre- 
sented here ;  and  if  she  were,  who  could  behere 
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her  representation  vested  with  power  to  mter  into 
any  compact  binding  on  her,  relative  to  her  con- 
stitution? 

The  gentleman  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat, 
(Mr.  Alexanoeb,)  has  importuned  his  opponents 
to  vote  for  the  amendment,  and  terminate  this 
unbecoming  strife.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  admired  the 
disposition  of  the  gentleman^  and  so  far  as  it  re- 
spected himself  he  would  gratify  him  in  his  wishes, 
were  it  possible,  without  a  dereliction  of  what  he 
believed  to  be  duty.  That  he  might  now  be  dis- 
tinctly understood,  he  declared  his  unwillingness 
to  vote  for  any  amendment  which  could  be  offered, 
and  which  would  result  in  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri at  this  time.  This  unwillingness  he  expected 
to  continue,  unless  arguments  were  offered  suffi- 
cient to  produce  a  change.  He  would  go  ftuthtf, 
and  candidly  acknowledge  he  was  onaue  to  inatr 
gine  a  pro^ition  for  which  he  could  vote,  that 
would  DC  m  accordance  with  the  desires  of  lua 
Soutiiem  friends. 

Mr.  C.  said,  it  had  been  remarked  by  many  of 
the  friends  of  Missouri,  and  by  none  with  greater 
energy  than  by  a  distioffuished  member  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Clat,)  tnat  if  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  be  incompatible  with  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, it  is  so  far  void.and  the  legitimate  tribu- 
nal for  toe  decision  of  the  question  is  the  Judi- 
ciary. This  is  a  position,  he  said,  to  the  correcmess 
of  which  he  could  not  in  conscience  subscribe.  It 
was  so  repugnant  to  his  views  that  he  must  reject 
it  as  most  dangerous  in  practice.  By  an  act  of 
the  last  session  we  authorized  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  a  constitution,  which,  among  other 
conditions^  was  required  to  be  in  conformity  to 
die  Constitntion  of  the  United  States.  A  consti- 
tution has  been  framed  and  submitted  to  us  fn 
inspection — inspection  for  what  purpose?  Cer- 
tainly diat  we  might  decide  upon  its  provisions, 
which,  if  not  repti^ant  to  the  rule  prescribed,  she 
would  be  entitled  in  good  feith  to  admission— if 
repugnant,  she  must  suffer  rejection,  with  howevei 
much  pain  accommnied.  To  come  to  a  decision  in 
this  manner,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  conceived  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  Congress ;  a  duty,  from  the  performance 
of  which,  he  could  assure  gentlemen  he  felt  no  dis- 
position to  shrink  by  remitting  it  to  the  Judiciary. 
Is  not  the  question  fairly  before  us,  and  how  can 
we  evade  a  direct  and  unequivocal  answer,  regard- 
lessofconseqnences?  Should  Missouri  beadmitted, 
and  that  part  of  her  constitution  to  which  objec- 
tion is  made  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  rights  of 
an  individual,  he  believed  the  court  ought  to  and 
would  InterfCTe.  This  be  had  always  understood 
was  peculiarly  the  province  of  the  judieia!  depart- 
ment, where  the  constitutionality  of  an  act  wu 
called  in  question.  It  was  a  power  which  he 
hoped  would  always  be  prudently  exercised. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  willing,  ii  it  were  thought 
necessary,  to  vote  for  another  act  or  rest^ution  to 
enable  the  people  of  Missouri  to  call  a  convention  to 
form  a  new  constitution,  or  to  alter  the  present  one 
in  such  a  way  as  to  obviate  objections.  Or  if  she 
chose  to  do  thb  without  the  assistance  of  Con- 
gress, he  for  one  would  not  be  dispwed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  circimiatanee. 
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Mr.  C.  Bftid,  as  he  now  had  the  opportunitjr,  he 
would  deelai^  he  had  yesterday  listened  to  the 
goitlemaa  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sebobamt) 
with  impatience.  ThatMQtleman  hadaasigned 
sundry  reanons  why  the  subject  should  be  postponed 
until  the  commencement  of  the  next  Congress, 
when  it  could  be  settled  more  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  nation.  He  thought  the  i^uestion  was  fully 
understood,  as  well  as  the  bearings  it  would  pro- 
bably hare  upon  our  national  character  j  and  he 
for  one  was  prepared  to  decide  the  naked  proposi- 
tion of  admission  or  rejection.  The  gentleman 
has  alluded  to  a  strife  for  power,  and  if  he  under- 
stood him,  he  meant  a  power  which  was  to  be 
acquired  by  a  new  party.  Such  considerations, 
Mr.  C.  said,  should  have  no  influence  on  him  in 
j^onouDciug  judgment  on  a  Conatitational  ques- 
tioBu  What,  he  would  ask,  could  the  new  inrty, 
which  it  is  supposed  is  now  springing  up,  profit 
him,  or  the  State  which  he  assisto  to  represent? 
Should  it  increase  and  attaio  foil  stature,  could 
the  Northwest  expect  favors  which  are  now 
denied? 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  S.) 
has,  at  least,  intimated  a  wish  to  see  the  old  ques- 
tion of  restriction  revived.  With  him,  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  could  not  accord  in  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  should  regret  to  see  a  question  reagi- 
tated  which  had.  in  some  degree,  become  odious. 
His  opinion  mignt  be  different,  could  be  discover 
that  any  practical  benefit  might  result.  What- 
ever the  success  of  such  an  efi^rt  might  be  in  this 
House,  he  felt  confident  that  gentlemen  could  pre- 
dict, with  certaintT,  its  fate  elsewhere.  Every  one 
must  know  that  the  Senate  would  give  it  a  veto. 
And  why,  he  would  inquire,  should  we  engage 

gBia  in  so  unprofitable  a  consumption  of  time  ? 
tvty  did  not  appear  to  require  it ;  neither  did  he 
believe  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  nation,  particih 
larly  when  the  session  was  so  near  its  close.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  would  not  assert  that  he  would  never 
TOte  for  the  restriction.  Circumstances,  at  some 
fhture  p«iod,  might  indicate  the  propriety  of  con- 
sidering soeh  a  provision ;  but  he  was  sure  that 
period  would  not  arrive  until  a  great  change  had 
taken  place  in  the  other  House. 

idddUtoaal  rmarka  of  Mr.  Cam^Ml,  in  r^y  to  Mr. 
Ndaon^  of  Virgvtaa.\ 
Mr.  Campbell  rose  and  said,  the  observations 
which  he  had  some  time  ago  submitted,  had 
drawn  upon  him  the  rnirehension  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virgioia,  (Mr.  Nei.80H,)  and,  in  his 
estimation,  maoe  it  his  duty  again  to  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Committee.  This  he  did  with  re- 
luctance, but  he  felt  no  diroosition  that  an  attack 
should  be  made  upon  him  from  any  quarter  onre- 
pelled. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  gentleman  had,  in  a  very  forci- 
ble manner,  charged  him  with  evincing  such  a 
temper  towards  Missouri  as  did  Great  Britain  to- 
wards her  colonies;  those  colonies  which  con- 
tended for  and  effected  the^r  emancipation  from 
bondage.  Mr.  C.  said  this  allegation  was  not 
well  founded.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that  Mis- 
souri shoald  be  represented,  as  much  so  as  the 
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gentleman  himself,  whenerer  she  exhibited  to  ns 
a  constitution  which  he  could,  under  the  sanctions 
of  the  oath  which  he  had  taken  on  becoming  a 
member  of  this  House,  pronounce  to  be  compati- 
ble with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  C.  said,  when  he  alluded  to  the  circum- 
stance of  Missouri  being  unrepresented  here,  he 
WHS  endeavoring  to  combat  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  who  con- 
tended that,  if  she  were  admitted  on  some  such 
condition  as  he  suggested,  she  was  bound  abso- 
lutely, from  the  moment  of  her  admission,  for  its 
performance,  and  he  meant  no  reproach  upon  her 
or  her  friends. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  N.)  has  told  us,  said  Mr. 
C,  what  may  properly  be  considered  the  laws  of 
the  land.  He  has  declared  that  all  resolutions 
and  acts  of  Congress,  made  in  conformity  to  the 
Constitution,  could  not  be  otherwise  than  oUiga- 
tcury;  for  such  they  were  declared  to  be  by  uw 
Constitution  itself.  This,  said  Mr.  C,  is  true ;  bat 
he  would  ask  the  gentleman,  wheUier,  if  this 
amendment  were  changed  into  the  restrictive  prin- 
ciple, and  adopted,  it  would  be  considered  by  him 
as  coercive  on  Missouri  ?  [Mr.  Nelson  explained, 
and  denied  the  analogy  of  the  cases.]  Mr.  Camp- 
bell said,  he  understood  what  the  gentleman  had 
said,  but  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the 
want  of  analogy.  The  adoption  of  either  would, 
if  gentlemen  were  correct,  be  the  same  thing  in 
effect.  One  would  be  adding  a  provision  not  now 
in  the  instrument,  the  other  expunging  one  al- 
ready in  it.  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  assert  that 
the  amendment  must  be  either  efficient  or  ineffi- 
cient ;  if  efficient,  it  is  intended  so  far  to  change 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  as  to  annihilate  the 
objectionable  clause,  or  to  render  any  act  passed 
in  obedimce  thereto  alt^ther  inoperative  and 
harmless ;  if  inefficient,  in  whatever  ^rb  it  may 
be  dressed,  or  with  whatever  plausibility  urged, 
he  could  not  give  it  his  B0|^rt.  His  own  senti- 
ment was,  that  this  amoidment,  or  any  similar 
one,  would  be  as  ineffectual  in  the  construction  of 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  as  our  naked  opinion, 
or  the  celebrated  one  given  in  the  lottery  case. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Nelson)  has  expressed  his 
astonishment  at  the  course  pursued  by  the  represen- 
tation from  Ohio,  inasmucn  as  their  own  consti- 
tution and  laws  embrace  the  very  principle  which 
they  are  so  determined  on  denying  to  Missouri. 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  admit  that  the  constitution 
of  Ohio  denied  to  persons  of  color  the  right  of  suf- 
frage. With  this  provision  he  was  satisfied,  and 
he  doubted  not  the  ability  of  the  conreBlipn  to 
sanction  it,  as  well  as  to  define  the  qnalificatims 
of  an  Elector.  With  the  correspondent  clauses  c£ 
the  constitution  of  Missouri,  Mr.  C.  said  he  found 
no  fault,  and  he  thought  on  this  account  he  on^t 
not  to  be  exposed  to  censure.  He  said  he  would 
also  admit  that  a  law  had  been  passed,  many  years 
since,  in  Ohio,  the  object  of  which  was  to  restrain 
the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  to  that 
State.  This  act,  he  understood,  had  been  decided 
to  be  unconstitutional,  and  he  never  heard  that  its 
provisions  had,  in  one  instance,  been  enforced. 
The  constitution  of  Ohio  forbids  any  person  con- 
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Ticted  of  an  offence  being  sent  out  of  the  State  as  ! 
a  punUhmeot.  Henee^  Mr.  C.  said,  the  eourte  ; 
hare  decided  that  an  immi^nt  Uack,  who  had 
failed  to  complr  with  the  act  adrerted  to,  could 
not  be  removed.  If  the  regulations  of  Ohio  on  ' 
this  subject  had  been  such  as  the  goitleman  sup-  : 
posed,  Mr.  C.  said  he  doubted  not  the-  settlement ' 
of  a  colony  of  two  hundred  and  seveuty  Uack  | 
emigrants  from  Virginia,  in  his  district,  would  I 
have  been  prevented.  These  could  not  have  been  | 
considered  citizens  of  any  State,  and  they  formed  j 
8  pc^nlation  whose  vicinity  was  dreaded  by  the ' 
MirroandiDg  country.  | 

The  graitleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nblsoh) 
has  expressed  his  regret  at  the  disappearance  of ' 
the  old  political  distinctions,  as  others  are  gener- 
ated in  this  unpleasant  contest,  much  more  ruin- 
ous to  the  Renablic,  as  they  are  to  be  marked  by 
geographical  lines.  Mr.  C.  said,  if  this  were  to  lie 
the  case,  it  would  likewise  be  to  him  a  source  of 
grief.  It  would  be,  be  confessed,  a  calamity  long 
to  be  deplored ;  but,  in  forming  an  opinion  on  a 
grave  Constitutional  question,  under  the  solemni- 
ties of  an  oath,  he  considered  a  departure  from 
honesty  as  still  more  calamitous.  He  thought 
that  the  violation  of  the  charter  to  which  ever^ 
member  of  this  great  federal  family  owes  obedi- 
dience,  was  one  of  the  most  terrible  disasters  that 
CMild  betide  this  country,  particularly  when  that 
violation  takes  place  in  Congress.  The  gentle- 
man^ expectation  of  a  strife  for  power  in  the 
Bast  may  be  realized;  but  whatever  motives  might 
be  ascrlMd  to  members  from  that  quarter,  he  was 
alroDgly  inclhied  to  be  charitable,  and  to  believe 
^em  to  be  such  as  had  been  prafened.  True,  Mr. 
C.  said,  if  this  irksome  contest  were  long  contin- 
ued, some  demagogue,  under  the  garb  of  patriot- 
ism, ma^  avail  himself  of  the  turmoil,  and  establish 
himself  in  power,  which  it  will  not  be  easy  to  de- 
moiisb.  However,  considerations  of  this  kind 
were  but  secondary,  and  could  not  aathorize  the 
desertion  of  evident  duty. 

The  gentleman  has  expressed,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  His  apprehension  that  the  principles  ad- 
vanced by  the  friends  of  restriction  are  to  produce 
most  fearful  consequences  in  the  South ;  that  the 
scenes  of  St.  Domingo,  with  all  their  horrors,  are 
dure  to  be  exhibited.  Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  the 
day  which  would  give  lurth  to  tliese  distresses  was 
zemote,  if  it  were  ever  to  be,  and  that  nothing 
which  ud  been  uttered  within  then  walls  would 
•eeelemte  its  arrival.  He^  for  one^  had  no  incli- 
nation  to  disturb  the  relation  subsisting  between 
master  and  slave,  or  to  render  the  condiuon  of  the 
latter  more  intolerable,  by  augmenting  his  impa- 
tience of  bondage.  As  a  human  being,  the  black 
man  had  rights,  but  an  attempt,  on  his  part,  to 
assert  them,  would  be  an  addition  to  his  misfor- 
tune. To  the  helots  of  this  country  he  was  wil- 
ling the  recitation  of  the  songs  of*^  Alcman  and 
Terpander  ^ould  be  strictly  forbidden. 

Mr.  C.  said,  whatever  fault  the  gentleman  might 
find  with  his  notions  of  freedom  and  slavery,  he 
wotdd  inform  that  gentleman  he  was  principally 
indebted  to  Virginia  for  them.  They  are  such  as 
hare  been  advanced  and  defmded  by  Jefierson, 


Tucker,  and  the  authors  of  the  monorable  ordi- 
nance of  1787. 

■Mr.  Rhba  said,  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
provides  that  "new  States  may  be  admitted  by 
the  CoDgress  into  the  Union."  This  provisioD 
evidently  intends  that  such  new  State  is  formed, 
and  does  exist,  not  formally  only,  but  in  lact,  com- 
pletdy  organized,  and  in  full  operation,  as  a  sov- 
eiei^ty,  acting  in  pursuance  of  a  constitation 
orduned  by  the  people  of  such  new  State.  Such 
a  State  is  Missouri,  erected  under  the  authoriC]r  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  aathoriae 
'  the  {Mople  of  the  Missouri  Territorr  to  fom  a 
'  constitution  and  State  goremment,  and  for  the 
<  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union,  oa  an 
'  equal  fooling  with  the  OTurinal  States,  and  to 
'  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Teintories.'*  It  may 
here  be  noticed,  to  prevent  misconstmctioo,  that 
the  words  "  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Ter- 
ritories," do  not  refer  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  but 
to  the  Tra-ritory  particularly  adverted  to  in  the 
eighth  section  oi  that  act,  passed  on  the  6th  March, 
l&O.  The  seventh  section  of  that  act  provides, 
"  that  in  case  a  constitution  and  State  government 
'  shall  be  formed  for  the  people  of  the  said  Teni- 
'  tory  of  Missouri,  the  said  convention,  or  repre- 
'  sentatives,  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  shall 
'  cause  a  Urue  and  attested  copy  of  such  constttu- 

*  tion,  or  frame  of  government,  as  shall  be  fwmed 
'  or  ]»ovideiL  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,"  In 
pursiiance  of  that  act  of  Congress,  a  convention  of 
the  people  of  Mtaaoori  did  mue  a  constitution  and 
frame  of  State  government;  and  dwreopon  thai 
frame  of  government  was  nut  in  f(»ce,  so  £u  that 
the  same  has  been  c<nnpletely  organized,  and  in 
full  opoatimi.  And  "  the  said  convention,  wrep> 
resentatives,"  haveu  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act 
of  Congress,  caused  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  the 
said  constitution,  or  frame  of  State  government, 
to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  and  it  has  been  re- 
ceived. 

The  State  of  Missouri  is  denied  admission  into 
this  Union,  by  reason  of  objections  to  that  eoost^ 
tution,  particularly  because  that  coDstitution  pro- 
vides, in  the  26th  section  of  the  third  article,  thai 
"  it  snail  be  their  duty,  (to  wit,  the  GeneraJ  As- 
'  sembly,)  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as 
'  may  be  necessanr,  first,  to  prevent  free  n^roes 
'  and  mulattoes  nom  coming  to,  and  settliu  in, 

*  this  State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever."  And, 
for  this,  the  opposition  say,  that  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri ought  not  to  be  admitted  into  this  Union. 
Mr.  R.  said  that  the  opposition  to  admioing  the 
State  of  Missouri  might  see  in  that  consttmtion  a 
humane  and  noble  principle  inserted,  to  wit :  that, 
by  that  constitutiiHi,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  that  State  "to  oblige  the 
'  owners  of  slaves  to  timt  them  with  humanity, 
'  and  to  abstain  from  all  injuries  to  them,  eztena- 
'  ing  to  life  or  limb." 

An  attempt  is  made  to  bring  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Statra  to  bear  agmnst  the  admission 
the  State  of  Missouri  iuto  this  Union.   On  this 
|>oint,  it  is  right  to  examine  what  are  the  objec- 
tions which  mat  Constitntiw  expready  dccuna 
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•ball  be  takm  aijunst  the  edmisuoa  of  a  new 
Stale  into  this  UmoD.  The  Consiitntional  objec- 
tions ace  exmuAy  declared  in  the  3d  section  of 
the  4th  article  of  the  Cottstitutiou  of  the  United 
States,  and  enumerated  as  follows,  namely ;  "but 

*  00  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within 
'  the  juriiidiction  of  any  other  State ;  nor  any 
'  State  be  formed  bjr  the  junction  of  two  or  more 
'  States,  or  parts  of  States,  without  the  consent  of 

*  the  Lfwislatures  of  the  States  concerned,  as  well 
'  as  of  the  Congress."  If  there  be  any  other  ob- 
jections expressly  declared  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  against  the  admission  of  a  new 
State  into  this  Union,  let  them  be  referred  to. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
4th  section  of  the  4th  article,  declares,  that  "  the 
United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the 
UoionarwublicaniormofgoTemment."  Against 
whom  is  this  guarantee  provided  t  Is  theguaran- 
lee  against  the  State  so  guarantied?  And,  if  not, 
who  is  ^e guarantee  against?  Is  the  guarantee 
against  a  foreign  or  internal  innovation?   Is  it 

r'nst  individual  ambition,  attempting  the  over- 
w  of  the  rights  of  man  ?  In  the  illustration 
of  that  which  is  intended  by  the  guarantee  alluded 
to,  it  may  be  observed  that  a  republican  form  or 
frame  of  government  is  that  in  which  the  people 
are  soreretgn,  and  have  the  right  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  act  accordingly,  in  T^islatioa,  to  pre- 
serve tbeir  sovereignty  and  safety.  On  this  prin- 
ciple all  the  States  in  this  Union  have  acted,  and 
continue  to  act,  as  sovereignties.  The  constitution 
of  Ihiissouri  provides  for  that  self-government,  sov- 
Cfeignty,  and  safety,  of  the  people  who  made  and 
Oidunedit.  TheConstitutionoftheUnitedStates 
goaranties  to  the  State  of  Missouri  that  republican 
Eight  of  aelf-f^veniment  and  sorerdgnty;  and 
beaoe  it  is  that  the  State  of  Missonri  is  an  equal 
in  this  Union,  and  not  a  subordinate — subordina- 
tion is  inferiority.  Do  the  g^tlemen  in  opposi- 
tion desire  to  put  the  State  oi  Missouri  under  the 
control  or  dictation  of  the  other  States  of  this 
t7nton?  If  they  do,  the  State  of  Missouri  will 
demand  the  Gonstiluti<waI  guarantee. 

ThectHistitution  of  the  State  of  Missouri  is  un- 
der examinatiou  in  this  House,  composed  of  the 
representatives  of  the  sovereign  people  of  these 
United  States ;  and,  said  Mr.  B...  we  are  examin- 
ing whether  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri is  republican :  that  is,  this  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives are  examining  whether  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri are  qualiied  to  decide  on  their  own  busincHS, 
and  to  know  what  will  opmte  for  their  good ; 
and,  being  of  opinion  that  the  State  of  Mi^uri 
ia  not  a  proper  judge  of  its  own  sovereign  atlri- 
butes,  this  House  will  provide  better  for  them.  If 
this  principle  said  Mr.  R.,  ahall  be  insisted  on, 
then  let  Congress  at  once  command  all  the  States 
of  this  Uniw  severally  to  submit  their  respective 
constitution^  or  frames  of  gof  emraent,  to  the  Cou- 
pesB  of  the  United  States  for  examination.  I  do 
not  believe,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  States  will  sub- 
mit to  such  command — ^for  one  good  reason,  viz : 
that  Congress  has  not  any  such  power.  In  the 
sixth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  it  is  declared  that  "  this  ConstLtutitm,  and 
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<  the  lawtof  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made 
'  in  pursuance  thereof;  and  all  treaties  made,  or 

*  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
'  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
'  land,  and  the  judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound 
'  th^eby,  any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws'  of 
'  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 
Here,  then,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  the  great  Constitutional 
principle  eminently  presiding  over  and  controUlog 
the  constitutions  and  laws  of  the  States  respec- 
tively ;  and  the  judges  shall  be  bound  thereby. 
Hence  is  inferred,  that,  if  any  collision,  real  or 
imaginary,  shall  be  pretended  to  be  or  exist  be- 
tween the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  Uoited 
States  and  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State 
of  this  UnioDj  that  the  judges  shall  be  bound  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 
And  hence  also  is  inferred,  that,  if  there  be  in  the 
constitation  of  the  State  of  Missouri  any  thing 
contravening  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  nadiim  vagum — void  and  of  no  effect,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes.  But  the  rendition  of  such 
judgment  will  oe  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  and  not  by  Congress,  who  have 
power  to  enact  laws,  but  will  not  be  a  tribunal  to 
decide  thereon,  or  on  the  constitutionality  of  the 
constitution  or  law  of  any  State  of  this  Union. 

The  second  dause  of  the  third  section  of  the 
third  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  provides,  that  "  the  Congress  shall  have 
'  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules 

*  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
'  property  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and 
'  nothing  in  this  Constitntion  shall  be  so  construed 
'  as  to  pngudiee  any  claims  of  the  United  States, 
'  or  of  any  particnlar  State.** 

It  is  nuuufeat  that  the  power  given  by  this  clanse 
of  that  section  of  theConstitntioo  acts  only  on  the 
territory  or  other  ptopatj  of  the  United  States,  in 
any  State  or  Territory,  and  never  can,  hy  any 
construction,  be  made  to  act  or  operate  on  any 
thing  but  the  territory  or  other  property  of  the 
United  SUtes.  The  people  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri are  not  the  property  of  the  United  States ; 
on  them,  therefore,  that  clause  of  that  section 
cannot  operate  in  that  point  of  view,  nor  in 
any  other,  so  far  as  relates  to  property  referred 
to  in  that  clause  of  that  section.  The  State 
Missouri,  however,  is  very  mach  interested  in 
the  last  sentence  of  that  clause  of  that  section, 
which  declares,  "and  nothing  in  this  Constitution 
shall  be  80  constnied  as  to  prejudice  any  eUimsof 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  pvtieubi  State.** 
This  clause  contains  a  Constitntitmal  guarantee 
against  a  violation  of  any  claims  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  particular  State,  or  of  any  State 
right.  The  State  of  Missouri  has,  in  pursuance  of 
the  act  of  Congress  alluded  to,  certain  rights :  the 
fiAh  section  of  that  act  provides,  "  that  until  the 
'  next  general  census  shall  be  taken,  thesaid  State 
'  (^Missouri)  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Representative 
'  in  the  House  of  Represenutives  of^  the  United 
'  States."  The  people  of  Missouri,  in  virtue  of 
said  act,  have  formed  a  constitution,  or  frame  of 
State  government ;  they  have  agreed  to  the  first 
second,  third,  fourth,  and  fiAh  provisions  or  condi- 
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ttons  of  the  sixth  sectioo  of  that  act:  and  haTing 
80  done,  the  State  of  Missouri  has  claims  against 
the  UDited  States.  One  of  these  claims  is  express- 
ly mentioned  in  the  fiAh  section  of  that  act,  which 
provides  that^  until  the  next  general  census  shall  be 
taken,  the  said  State  shall  oe  entitled  to  one  Re- 
preseotatire  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States.  The  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Missouri  has  attended  since  the  beginning 
of  the  insion  of  Congresaj  and  is  not  vet  aamitted 
to  bis  seat  in  this  Iwuse.  Are  not  tne  claims  of 
the  State  of  Miasonri  prejudiced  therel^  7  But 
the  State  of  Missouri  has  a  claim  of  a  bi^hw  na- 
ture; that  is,  a  claim  to  be  admitted  into  this  Union 
as  a  sovereign  State,  on  an  eqoal  fooling  with  the 
original  States. 

Mr.  Cdsrman,  of  Maine,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman :  Not  being  habituated  to  parlia- 
mentanr  debate,  and  possessing  a  set  of  nerves 
easily  disconcerted^  I  faiut  seldom  lift  my  voice  for 
or  against  any  thmg.  But,  on  this  occasion,  I 
have  strong  inducements  to  depart  from  my  usual 
silence.  Besides  the  right  which  I  have,  in  com- 
m(Hi  with  others,  of  expressing  my  opinions,  I 
now  have  reasons  peculiar  to  myself.  A  man 
suspected  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors — the 
hign  crime  of  a  patriotic  ambition — the  misde- 
meanor of  endeavoring  to  preserve  the  Union  en- 
tire, by  preserving  the  balance  <^  its  porta,  may 
surray  claim  the  right  to  be  heard  in  his  own 
defence. 

I  shall  not,  with  intention,  wound  the  sensibil- 
ity of  an^  one.  Bat  avoiding  all  "  bitter  words, 
wnich  sttr  up  strife,"  I  shall  aim  at  that  blandness 
of  expression  which  may  be  adapted  to  the  subject. 

An  honorable  gentlonan  from  Kentuckv,  (Mr. 
Hardih,)  with  his  characteristic  wit  ana  pleas- 
antry, has  insinuated  that  he  has  at  length  fonnd 
out  the  secret  of  our  boasted  humanity,  and 
learned,  from  a  letter,  which  he  was  pleased  to 
call  celebrated,  that  it  resolves  itself  into  a  love  of 

r>wer,  or  a  policy  to  restore  the  sceptre  to  Judah. 
have  read,  sir,  with  some  attention,  most  of  the 
letters  which  have  been  circulated  in  the  pnblic 
prints.  But  in  no  one  of  them  can  I  perceive  a 
sentiment  like  that  aUuded  to  above.  In  one*  of 
these  letters,  the  writer  seems  to  be  of  the  opinion 
^t  this  Union  is  virtually  dissolved ;  in  aoothaf 
there  is  an  intimation  that  the  next  President  is 
to  make  his  entrance  into  this  city,  to  be  inaugu- 
rated in  a  style  somewhat  novel.  The  novelty^  of 
the  scene,  1  presume,  will  attract  much  notice ; 
and,  being  thus  in  season  announced,  will  bring 
toffeth«-  a  vast  concourse  of  people  from  all  parts 
01  our  country.  In  a  third,^  there  is  an  allusion 
to  an  event  which  might  arise  from  the  question 
now  agitated.  But  the  change  of  power  insinu- 
ated was  not  mentioned  as  a  cause,  or  motive,  or 
object  of  the  present  contest,  bat  a  probable  result. 

The  honorable  gentleman  is  assured  that  the 
writer  bad  no  such  design  as  has  been  imputed  to 
him.   His  solicitudes  were  not,  lest  the  sceptre 


*  Mr.  Jones's,  of  TenncMre. 
t  Mr.  Barton's,  of  Minonri. 
t  Mr.  Ooshnan's,  of  Maine. 
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should  depart  from  Judah,  but  lest  Judah  should 
be  crushed  under  a  weight  of  power,  to  be  derived 
from,  what  some  have  supposed  to  be  the  seed  of 
Cain,  and  others  the  descendants  of  Ham.  He 
believes  it  to  be  in  the  order  of  nature,  that  the 
sceptre  should  depart  from  the  North.  From  time 
immemorial,  the  march  of  empire  has  been  west- 
ward. Even  some  of  the  cefestial  bodies,  appa- 
rently, move  in  that  direction.  The  sun,  the  most 
luminoos  of  tbem,  brightens  in  the  east,  moves 
over  the  c^obe  dinning  blessings,  and  at  length 
aiipears  in  the  west  in  fml  gloiy.  Thus  it  mar  be 
with  the  American  Bm^re.  it  arose  in  the  Bast, 
with  a  mild  radiance — it  has  shone  from  the 
South  in  majestic  lustre — and  it  will  i»oboblf  be 
seen  in  the  West,  in  all  the  splendor  and  benefi- 
cence of  its  beams.  Such  glory  awaits  the  ^est; 
which  nothing  is  so  likely  to  prevent  as  the  dark 
cloud  which  novers  round  its  horizon.  Should 
this  be  driven  back  by  a  strong  gale  of  patriotism, 
all  there  would  be  peace,  serenity,  and  joy. 

It  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  opposed  to 
slavery  in  every  form.  And  I  contend  ^inst  its 
extension  on  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  purest  prin- 
ciples of  humanity.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  frau^t 
with  the  most  deleterious  evils.  It  cannot  bat 
have  an  effect,  in  some  instances,  injorious  to  Uie 
fin«  feelings  of  the  heart.  I  know,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  there  are  high^nded  genueraen,  who  not 
only  seem  to  deny  to  the  African  the  capability  of 
becoming  a  citizen  in  this  country,  but  aho  are 
inclined  to  refuse  bim  a  place  on  the  roll  of  human 
beings.  I  shall  attempt  no  learned  analysis  to 
prove  that  a  n^fro  is  a  man.  I  shall  not  contend 
that  he  is  posseraed  of  an  organized  human  body, 
to  which  there  is superaddeaa  mtional  soul.  The 
definition  of  man,  by  an  ancient  philosopher,  is 
sufficient  for  my  purpose — Aidmat  bipea  wiplwiiu. 
If  this  d^nition  be  correct,  it  will  follow  that  a 
negro  is  a  man.  He  is  certainly  an  animal  with 
two  legs ;  and  though  he  may  have  something  re- 
sembling wool,  he  is  also  without  feathers — ^wnieh 
corresponds  to  the  definition  given.  And,  if  a 
ataa,  ne  is  "  endowed  with  certain  inalienaUe 
righta  i"  for,  in  the  first  article  of  the  political 
creed  of  our  country,  it  is  declared  to  be  a  self- 
evident  truth  that  all  men  are  created  equal." 
Bat,  however  this  may  be,  it  will  be  agreed  that 
an  African  is  aidowed  wiui  a  degree  o?  sensibil- 
ity— that  be  is  susceptible  of  pleasure  and  pain- 
that  many  of  the  race  are  capable  of  strong  sen- 
sations of  gratitude  and  love.  If  so,  these  feel- 
ings, by  their  condition  even  in  this  country,  moit 
be  injured  to  a  d^ree  at  which  humanity  cannot 
bat  recoil.  Who,  unmoved,  could  behold  the  an- 
guish of  conjugal  attachment,  the  yearnings  of 
parental  afiection,  the  pathetic  cries  and  tears  of 
filial  tenderness,  which  cannot  but  be  felt  and  ex- 

Eressed,  when  husband  and  wife,  parent  and  child, 
rother  and  sister,  are  forcibly  separated  from  each 
other,  and  transferred,  like  beasts  of  burden,  or  as 
insensible  properW,  from  owner  to  owner !  Sir, 
could  I  even  reflect  with  indiffivenee  on  such 
scenes  of  agony  and  human  woe,  I  sfaoold  be 
ashamed  to  claim  kindred  with  the  human  race; 
and  even  btnah  to  call  Ch>d  my  Heavenly  Father. 
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Slavery,  sir,  ia  our  coantry,  admits  of  do  apology 
but  stem  imperious  necessity.  There  is  no  color 
of  excuse  by  exteoding  to  iucrease  the  evil. 

But,  though  I  coQteud  against  the  spread  of 
slavery,  on  humane  principles,  yet  I  never  insinu- 
ted  that  these  were  my  only  motiTes.  ^  I  have  also 
strong  reasons  of  policy.  It  is  no^  in  my  opin- 
ion, wise  or  safe  to  spread  orer  a  new  country  a 
population  which,  instead  of  addinj^,  must  impair 
Its  physical  strength.  A  dave  is  neither  a  soldier, 
nor  a  seaman,  nor  an  artisan,  except  of  the  lowest 
kind.  Many  of  them  are  but  menial  servants, 
who  do  not  reproduce  the  food  which  they  con- 
sume. The  earth,  in  general,  is  not  so  well  culti- 
vated by  slaves,  nor  made  to  exhibit  those  scenes 
of  fertility  and  beauty  which  are  to  be  seen  where 
the  owners  are  the  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Nor 
can  a  section  of  country,  where  the  population 
consists  but  in  part  of  slaves,  furnish  auch  num- 
bers, for  common  defence,  as  can  be  spared  in  a 
free  State,  where  every  able-bodied  man  is  a  sol- 
dier. It  b  known  that  in  all  our  wars,  some  of 
the  slaves  are  too  much  inclined  to  go  over  to  the 
enemy.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  wrong-— but  it  is  in  a 
degree  natural.  For,  according  to  Mr.  Jeffenoo, 
if  a  slave  has  any  country,  it  is  not  that  in  which 
he  is  hotden  in  bondage.  Allured  by  the  hope 
held  out  by  an  insidious  foe,  they  are  ready  to  en- 
gage in  some  work  of  mischief  or  blood.  Heuce, 
m  times  of  danger  or  invasions,  a  country  so  cir- 
cumstancedj  instead  of  furnishing  its  fair  propor- 
tion of  soldiers  to  oppose  a  public  enemy,  might 
retain  somewhat  of  its  physical  strength  at  home 
for  purposes  of  safety — to  suppress  domestic  insur- 
rection— to  protect  their  wives  and  children,  their 
altars  and  their  6fesides.  It  would  be  peculiarly 
impolitic  to  place  our  frontiers — those  inlets  of  an 
invading  foe — in  such  jeopardy. 

The  territories  of  the  United  States,  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  nation,  are  to  become  con- 
stituent parts  of  our  Republic.  Every  portion  of 
the  Union,  therefore,  must  feel  a  deep  intoest, 
that  the  population  of  the  States,  which  are  to  be 
formed  out  of  these  territories,  especially  if  the 
West  is  destined  to  be  the  seat  of  the  empire, 
should  consist,  not  of  slaves,  who  might  endanger 
the  puUic  safety,  but  of  citizens — enlightened, 
virtuous,  enterprising  citizens — able  to  contribute 
to  the  ornament  and  defence  of  our  common 
country. 

Honorable  gentlemen  need  not  peruse  private 
letters  to  learn  secrets.  At  proper  times,  and  on 
suitable  occasions,  I  shall  he  wiUing  to  avow  my 
sentiments.  Strong  in  my  cause,  and  strengtheoed 
by  the  powerful  auxiliaries  of  right,  of  reason,  of 
justice,  of  humanity,  and  feeling,  wtiat  is  there  to 
be  feared?  Ii  is  manlf,  it  is  noble,  to  take  the 
open  field,  and  to  acquamt  the  adversary  with  the 
whole  grounds  of  the  controversy.  It  appears  to 
be  as  ungenerous  as  it  is  useless,  to  display  donbt- 
fol  colors,  or  to  maintain  the  conflict  under  masked 
batteries.  For  myself  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  say- 
ing, that  it  is  in  part,  according  to  my  view,  on  one 
side  as  well  as  the  other,  a  contest  for  power.  The 
States  where  slavery  is  proscribed  cannot,  consist- 
ently with  their  own  interest,  yield  the  point  in 
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dispute.  By  yielding,  they  part  with  the  inherit- 
ance received  from  their  iather» — a  portion  of 
their  relative  importance  in  this  Union.  As  to  the 
binding  force  of  the  celebrated  compromise,  I  shall 
hold  my  opinion  in  reserve.  But,  considered  as  a 
bargain,  it  appears  to  me,  on  the  part  of  the  North 
and  East,  to  be  far  from  a  wise  one.  It  scarcely 
has  a  parallel  in  all  history,  except  in  the  improvir 
dence  of  an  oriental  huntsman,  who,  in  very  re- 
niote  times,  as  we  are  informed,  "  parted  with  his 
birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  or  a  morsel  of 
meaL"  By  the  accession  of  new  States  on  the 
South  or  West,  with  the  privilege  of  holding 
slaves  by  the  power  thus  derivedj  the  scale  of  em- 
pire is  there  more  than  on  the  poise.  Every  State 
added,  with  the  like  privilege,  increases  the  weight 
in  the  preponderating  scale. 

It  is,  sir,  in  the  nature  of  man,  especially  of  irre- 
sponsible bodies  of  men,  and  all  triumphant  ma- 
jorities are  irresponsible  when  fortified  oy  power, 
to  be  forgetful  of  right.  Those  but  seldom  obtain 
justice,  who  are  not  in  a  situation  to  cause  its 
claims  to  be  respected.  The  soundest  nmims 
of  policy  require  that  no  saetion  of  our  country 
should  gain  such  an  enormoos  ascendency  as  to 
give  the  law  to  the  rest.  It  would,  in  time,  crush 
the  other  under  its  feet.  To  guard  against  such 
an  abuse,  there  should  be  preserved  a  balance  of 
power — yes,  sir.  a  balance  oi  power.  At  the  repe- 
tition of  the  pnrase  gentlemen  seem  to  take  the 
alarm.  As  if  struck  with  a  panic,  they  almost 
lose  the  balance  of  their  minds,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  harmony  of  their  good  feelings.  The  balance 
of  power !  exclaim  gentlemen,  in  astonishment — 
as  if  they  saw  in  it  an  ill  omen,  portentous  of  dire- 
ful events — some  dreadful  calamity  impending 
over  our  Rtpublic.  What  do  you  mean^  say  they, 
by  the  balance  of  power?  I  mean,  sir,  in  the  na- 
tion, something  like  that  equilibrium  preserved  in 
the  natural  world  by  the  operation  of  the  centri- 
I»etal  and  the  centrifugal  forces  of  nature — the  ac- 
tion of  the  one,  and  the  reaction  of  the  other.  As 
on  this  equilibrium  depends  the  order  and  harmo- 
ny of  the  natural  system,  so  on  a  balance  of  power 
resembling  this  droends  the  safety  of  our  confede- 
rated Republic.  But  if  gendemen  are  displeased 
with  this  tUustratioo^  I  will  attempt  another — I 
mean,  sir,  something  in  our  Federal  system,  resem- 
bling the  barriers  which  prevent  the  ocean  from 
overflowing  the  land — fixed  by  the  Almighty, 
when  he  said  to  its  turbulent  waters,  "  Hitherto 
thou  hast  come,  but  thou  shalt  proceed  no  further 
— and  here  shall  thy  proud  waves  be  staid."  This 
balance  of  power  has  been  highly  useful  in  other 
countries.  When  it  has  been  entirely  broken  down 
the  consequence  has  been  fatal  to  nations,  as  it  has 
lately  been  seen  in  the  convulsions  of  Europe. 
But  tortunate,  sir,  for  the  world,  by  the  magnani- 
mous  policy  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  this  bal- 
ance was  restored,  and  nations,  as  the  result,  are 
beating  their  swords  into  ploughshares,  and  spears 
into  pruning-hooks,  and  seem  to  be  inclined  to 
learn  war  no  more  I  I  believe,  sir,  that  a  balance 
of  power  would  not  be  without  some  salutary  ef- 
fect in  this  nation.  It  mig|ht  restrain  the  intempe- 
rance of  inordinate  ainbitton  in  individttal^  and 
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check  ihe  proad  assamptions  of  aspiring  States. 
Bat,  sir,  to  return  from  this  seeming  digression 
into  which  I  bare  been  led  bf  the  observations 
which  hare  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
I  hare  farther  to  sa^ ,  that  the  Northern  and  East- 
ern portions  of  this  Uaion,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving it  entire,  at  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
ConstitatioiL  snbinitted  to  an  evil  for  which  they 
could  provioe  no  speed?  remedj.  Our  country 
was  then  bonnded  by  the  Misnssippi,  and  little 
was  to  be  apprdiended,  as  the  condition  of  the 
States  was  at  that  period,  from  an  overgrown 
power,  derived  from  a  slave  population.  But  could 
It  have  been  foreseen  that  a  territory  west  of  that 
river,  larger  than  the  old  thirteen  Unittd  States, 
would  have  been  added  to  our  country,  out  of 
which  new  States,  almost  to  infinity,  were  to  be 
formed,  with  the  privilege  of  holding  slaves,  I  am 
persuaded  that  neither  Massachusetts,  nor  any  part 
of  New  England,  and  perhaps  none  of  the  now 
free  States  then  extant,  would  have  consented,  on 
meh  terms,  to  have  come  into  this  Union. 

There  was,  sir,  in  the  North,  at  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  mucli  sensibility  on  the 
score  of  slavery.  Thb  was  only  qaieted  by  the 
bdief  then  entertained,  that,  "though  daverywas 
not  smitten  by  an  apoplexy,  yet  it  had  received 
a  mortal  wound,  and  would  die  of  a  consump- 
tioa." 

It  is,  sir,  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  slavery  has 
taken  such  deep  root  in  our  country  that  it  cannot 
be  soon  extirpated.  The  correction  of  the  evil,  if 
it  can  be  corrected,  must  be  left  to  time  and  the 
wonder-worklDg  power  of  Heaveo.  Nothing  can 
be  fartber  from  the  free  Slates  than  the  design  to 
meddle  with  the  subject  of  slavery  where  it  exists 
by  Constitutional  compact.  But,  to  consent  to  its 
extension,  is  revolting  to  all  the  principles  of  lib- 
erty in  which  they  have  been  educated.  By  open- 
ing a  new  market  for  this  species  of  property  the 
demand  and  the  price  will  be  increased,  and  addi- 
tional encouragement  given  to  continue  this  exe- 
crable   traffic  in  human  blood." 

Oemlemen  expatiate  on  Uie  hardships  and  hu- 
miliations endured  by  Missouri.  I  symi»thize,  sir, 
with  the  people  of  Missouri,  and  the  more  readily, 
because,  havm^  experienced  similar  misfortunes, 
.1  know  howto  feel  lor  the  disappointed.  But  what 
are  the  griefs  and  mortifications  of  Missouri,  com- 

Jiared  to  those,  of  a  like  nature,  endured  by  Maine 
or  a  series  of  years?  Long  and  laborious  were 
h«-  struggles  for  independeuce,  and  for  the  right 
of  sdf-government;  and,  though  she  tost  no  blood, 
she  exhausted  much  treasure.  Her  progress  was 
that  of  a  ship,  making  its  way  against  winds  and 
tides,  and  a  strong  current ;  and  when,  by  the  ardor 
and  perseverance  of  the  crew  she  had  surmounted 
these  (rfistades,  and  with  full  sail  and  joyful  accla- 
mation was  entering  the  port,  she  was  driven  from 
the  Fedenl  wharf,  and  refused  anchorage  in  the 
harbor  of  the  Union. 

This  treatment  was  not  for  any  allc^d  fault  

for  no  repugnance,  real  or  pretended,  of  her  con- 
stitution to  that  of  the  United  States.  It  was  as 
painful  as  unexpected,  end  the  more  distressing  to 
«  generoDs  sensibiltty,  as  it  was  not  done  by  an 
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enemy.  It  was  the  act  of  our  friends — the  friends 
with  whom  we  had,  in  a  common  cause,  lately 
fought  and  bled ;  with  whom  we  had  mingled  our 
sorrows  and  our  joys }  the  patriots  and  statesmen 
with  whom  we  had  taken  wholesome  eonnsd,  and 
in  whose  company  we  had  moved  to  the  tem]He  of 
liberty,  and  on  its  altar  inseribed  our  civic  rows. 
Notwithstanding  the  wounds  iriuch  Maine  rccdr- 
ed  by  the  predicament  in  which  her  delegation 
was  placed — 'Wounds  -  which,  upon  recollection, 
almost  bleed  afresh — the  ardor  of  her  loyalty 
is  not  abated ;  her  affection  for  the  National  Got- 
ernment  is  not  alienated.  Her  attachment  to  the 
Union  is  vigorous  and  strong.  Her  wealth  and 
resources,  such  as  they  be,  are  ready  to  replenish 
your  Treasury;  her  physical  strength  isat^our 
disposal  J  her  blood  will  generously  flow  in  a 
righteous  cause ;  and  her  brave  and  spirited  mi- 
litia, at  the  call  of  the  Government,  wiA  prtunptly 
rally  round  the  standard  of  the  nation,  eitha  to 
"  repel  invasion,  to  suppress  insurrection,  or  to  a~ 
ecute  the  laws  of  the  Union."  I  am  persuaded, 
sir,  that  Missouri,  less  aggrieved,  and  with  less 
cause  of  complaint,  will  not  yield  to  the  stiggcs- 
tions  of  passion,  but  prt^t  by  an  example 
which,  in  circumstances  somewhat  similar,  I  am 
proud  to  {Ntipose  to  her  imitation.  Resentou&c 
lor  unintentional  wrongs,  though  real,  and  incon- 
siderate modes  of  redress,  do  not  savor  of  manly 
wisdom  or  patriotic  virtue.  To  attribute  such  a 
temper  and  conduct  to  the  people  of  Missouri, 
would  be  doing  them  the  greatest  injustice.  Un- 
der the  delay  of  their  hopes  and  prospects,  tbey 
will  feel  like  patriots,  and  act  like  men,  intelligent, 
dispassionate  men.  As  I  have  this  opinion  m  the 
good  sense  and  patriotism  of  Missouri,  if  left  to 
herself,  1  cannot  be  alarmed  at  consequences  so 
often  menaced.  1  believe  that  the  evils  pqvedict- 
ed  will  have  no  existence  but  in  fervid  imagina- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  thiok,  with  the  honora- 
ble gen  tlemanfromPennsylvania,(MrSEBOGAirr,) 
whose  opinions,  from  his  high  standing  in  this 
Hoos^  and  in  the  natioi^  are  entitled  to  respect, 
that  if  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  this  Union 
should  be  a  short  time  delayed,  no  essential  injury 
or  inconvenience  would  accrue  either  to  her  or  to 
the  United  States.  She  has  already  an  oi^nized 
government  in  operation,  competent  to  all  local 
purposes.  The  benefits  of  this  she  can  quietly  en- 
joy, as  did  Vermont  her  government,  till  all  ob- 
stacles were  removed  to  her  becoming  a  member 
of  this  confederacy  of  States.  Time  and  reflec- 
tioQj  which  produce  great  revolutions  in  human 
affairs^  not  unfrequentty  jffoduce  some  changes  ia 
the  minds  of  men.  The  people  of  Missouri  wUI 
not  deem  themselves  spumed  at,  or  frowned  npoa, 
by  the  conduct  of  this  House.  No  audacity  is 
imptited  to  her ;  no  censure  is  implied  in  witb- 
hoiding  from  her  the  object  so  ardently  sougfat 
On  her  pari,  it  is  candidly  considered  mere  inad- 
vertency; on  ours,  it  is  the  result  of  nrincijdt^of 
the  soundest  maxims  of  policy,  and  or  an  adher- 
ence to  the  paramount  laws  of  the  land.  For  my- 
selfj  sir,  I  wish  to  Missouri  every  ^ecies  of  pros- 
perity and  glory ;  and  when  she  shall  present  ker- 
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self  with  a  constitution  republicBn  in  spirit,  as 
well  as  in  name,  I  shall  most  joyfullf  hail  her  en- 
trance into  this  Union. 

From  the  sensations  which  I  cherish,  I  cannot 
possibly  believe  that  the  delay  which  I  nave  aug- 
gested,  in  order  to  {[ive  time  for  rolantary  amend- 
ments in  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  would  lay 
a  foundation  for  hatreds  and  ill-will,  or  cause 
those  heait-buniiiigs  or  alienations  of  affection 
amonff  the  members  of  this  community,  which 
some  hare  so  pretupitately  annonnced.  AHer  the 
fedinss  of  the  moment,  engendered  by  the  ardor 
of  debate,  shall  hare  mbsided,  and  sober  reflec- 
tion ensued,  we  sluUl  respect  each  other  the  more 
for  the  adiiereoee  to  princ^e,  the  firmness  of 
e:baracter,  ^  rectitude  of  intention,  and  ardor  for 
the  common  weal,  which,  in  the  discbarge  of  duty, 
may  hare  been  indicated  or  dbplayed.  Upon  the 
same  .priDCt{de  that  a  brave  man  wiU  respect 
courage  in  an  enemv,  sound  patriots  and  able 
statesmen,  with  clear  heads  and  good  hearts,  will 
habitually  cherish  a  mutual  regard,  and  recipro- 
oate  acts  of  civility.  Local  interests  and  discrep- 
ancies of  views  may  occasion,  at  times,  a  coolness 
and  reserve.   But  a  congeniality  of  soul^  a  sym- 

gthy  of  i^fectimia,  and  a  laiveDeas  of  mmd,  will 
,  noaong  sndi  characters,  as  has  been  seen  among 
the  aagea  and  heroes  of  the  Revolution,  a  lasting 
bonil  dT  fiieadriiip.  At  least,  I  may  venture  to 
affirm,  that  no  such  character,  because  not  person- 
aUy  or  sectionatly  gratified,  will  attempt  to  em- 
broil this  Unioa,  nor  sai^ifice  to  his  own  resent- 
menlB  the  peaee,  prosperity,  and  glory,  of  our 
beloved  country. 

Indulge  me,  sir,  with  a  few  observations  con- 
cerning myself^  which  are  forced  upon  me  by  al- 
lasions  and  insinuations  which  it  is  impossible  for 
me  not  to  undentand.  So  unconscious  am  I  of  an 
intention  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord,  to  foment 
divisions,  or  to  "enfeeble  the  ties  by  which  the 
several  i»rts  of  our  country  are  linked  together," 
that  I  do  not  believe  any  thing  I  have  said  or  writ- 
ten coold  he  construed  to  have  this  tendency,  un- 
less seen  by  distempered  optics,  and  through  a  me- 
dimn  which  distorts  the  natural  import  The 
whole  history,  sir.  of  my  life,  private,  professitmal, 
awl  politieal,  cowd  it  be  known,  would  evince  an 
ardent  attaehmMt  to  the  Union,  and  a  devotM- 
ness  to  the  National  Qo^mment.  Daring  times 
of  alann  and  danger,  I  supported  the  policy  of  the 
Soatb.  I  supported  this  p<dicy,  because  t  believed 
it  connected  with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
nation.  There  is,  sir,  in  the  Library  of  Congress, 
the  most  ample  pro«  of  the  exalted  opinions 
which  I  entertained  of  Mr.  JeBeraon,  and  of  my 
approbation  of  his  adminisltation — even  at  a  pe- 
riod when  some  who  now,  vinfied  by  Smitbmi  rayi, 
are  endeavoring  to  render  me  suspected,  by  means 
as  mdeoorotu  as  they  are  unjustifiable,  held  no  wndie- 
tinaui^ied  rank  among  the  most  virnlent  of  his 
calnmaieton.  For  the  North,  I  claim  no  superi- 
oritjr.  To  Ae  South,  I  ehearfully  attribute  a  fair 
portion  of  the  talent,  the  wisdom,  the  patriotism, 
the  rirttie^  the  leinement,  and,  if  yon  please,  the 
good,  the  noble,  and  the  elevated  feelings  oi  the 
natina.   Am  I  an  oiemy-  to  die  Soath,  oeeanse  1 


H.  OT  R. 


cannot  yield  up  every  Ibing  ?  May  I  not  be  per- 
mitted to  retain  some  spice  of  mental  independ- 
ence 1  As  a  Northern  man,  may  I  not  be  allowed 
to  indulge,  without  offence,  my  sensibilities  and 
predilections,  and  to  be  alive  to  the  interest  of  that 
section  of  the  country  with  which  1  am  more  im- 
mediately connected,  where  are  my  aflSniiies,  my 
hopes,  and  enjoyments?  Arethesethecrimeswhka 
have  called  forth  such  severe  animadversions,  for 
which  I  am  virtually  arraigned  before  the  bar  of 
public  opinion  1  I  glory  in  such  crimes.  If  my 
neighbor,  whom  I  highly  esteem,  informs  me  that 
I  am  to  receive  his  will  for  my  law,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  his  kind  offices,  I  shall  promptly  give  him 
to  understand,  that,  as  highly  as  1  prize  toe  amen- 
ities of  life,  on  such  terms  I  cannot  accept  hic 
friendship.  Would  a  wise  man  suffer  hts  eyes  to 
be  plucked  out,  or  a  strong  man  his  arms  to  be  cot 
off,  for  the  sake  of  living  id  peace  with  his  assum- 
ing neighbor,  who  had  neitna-  the  discretion  nor 
politeness  to  conceal  the  feelings  nourished  in  his 
neart  ?  I  repeat,  sir,  that  the  policy  of  cbecksand 
balances  which  I  advocate  is  not  alarming  to  this 
Union.  This  Union  cannot  be  in  danger  the 
strictest  adherence  to  the  principles  on  which  it 
was  founded,  the  inalienaUe  rights  with  which  all 
manUnd  are  endowed  by  their  Creator,  "  among 
which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  parsoit  of  faam>^ 
ness."'  This  basis  of  our  repuutcan  system  is  a 
balance  of  power,  and  must  be  supported  by  a  re- 
ciprocity of  interests.  As  long  as  it  shall  remain 
on  this  stable  foundation,  and  be  thus  supported, 
the  winds  may  blow,  the  rains  may  descend,  and 
the  floods  may  come,  bat  it  wilt  ful  not,  for  it  is 
founded  and  supported  on  a  rock. 

I  cannot  close,  sir,  without  expressing  my  hope, 
that,  as  the  Union  is  safe,  the  harmony  of  its  parts 
will  continue ;  that  Missouri  will  weigh  well  the 
consequences  of  her  own  actions ;  that  she  wilt 
listen  to  the  advice  of  her  more  dispassionate  and 
less  interested  friends ;  that  she  will  take  counsel 
from  wisdom,  and  not  from  passion;  that,  in  fine, 
she  will  study  and  pursue  her  own  interest  and 
honor,  as  connected  with  the  peace,  prosperity, 
and  glOTy  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ttlsr  said  that  he  had,  during  the  present 
sesaon,  maintained  a  profound  silence  on  the  in- 
teresting topic  which  had  so  loag  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  nation ;  that  nothing 
but  the  expos6  which  had  been  made  to  the  House 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsjrlvania,  (Mr.  Sbb- 
QBAHT,)  could  have  induced  him  now  to  present 
himself  to  the  notice  of  the  Hoi»e  upon  a  8at>ject 
so  hackneyed.  The  remarks  made  by  that  gentle- 
man were  of  a  character  so  novri  and  alarming 
that  it  would  not  become  him  to  pass  them  by  un- 
noticed. The  gentleman  (Mr.  Sebobaitt)  had 
talked  about  the  balance  of  power.  What  is  it 
that  the  gentleman  means  by  this  language  ?  Had 
he  wdl  weighed  it  before  ne  eave  it  utterance? 
To  his  mind  ^e  {gentleman  had  coniored  up  a 
fearful  fiend.  He  had  told  us  that  no  cunger  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  keeping  alive  this  ques- 
tion. He  had  cried  "peace,  peaeej^when:  he  had 
presented  himself  as  wting  under  the  tenners  of 
a  fimd  fhra  iriiieh  w.  T.  turned  with  fear  and 
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dismay.  Look  on  the  page  of  history,  and  tell  me 
(■aid  Mr.  T.)  what  has  been  the  moat  fruitful 
ewue  of  of  rapine,  and  of  death?  Has  it 
been  any  other  than  this  struggle  for  the  balance 
of  power?  Desolation  hm,in  all  ages,marked  its 
existence,  and  hecatombs  of  slaughtered  victims 
hare  been  raised  to  appease  its  fury.  Sir,  said  he, 
it  is  a  monster  that  feasts  on  the  bodies  of  mangled 
carcasses,  and  5wills  on  human  blood.  And  has  it 
come  to  this,  that  we  are  now  to  enter  into  this 
struggle  for  power?  And  against  whom  do  gen- 
tlemen propose  to  carry  on  this  war?  Against 
brethren — members  of  the  same  common  family. 
It  might  be  natural  to  wish  to  elevate  ourselves  to 
a  superiority  of  power  in  reference  to  foreign  na- 
tions ;  but  it  is  unnatural,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  for 
one  section  of  a  common  country  to  entertam  a 
wish  of  the  sort  in  reference  to  the  rest.  Equality 
is  all  that  can  he  asked  for,  and  that  equality  is 
secured  to  each  State  of  this  Union  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  land.  But  what  is  the  character  of 
the  power  sought  now  to  be  obuined  by  the  gen- 
tlenun  and  his  associates?  Do  they  want  to  secure 
to  the  non-slavebolding  States  a  preponderance 
in  the  National  Legislature?  We  have  been  told 
correctly  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Stobrb,)  that  tney  already  have  the  preponder- 
ance of  twenty  odd  votes.  This,  then,  it  is  obvi- 
ous, cannot  be  the  power,  for  the  acquisition  of 
which  they  are  ready  to  undertake  this  crusade 
against  the  South  and  West.  I,  said  Mr.  T.  fol- 
low but  the  inference  which  the  member  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Storks)  has  drawn,  when  I  ex- 

Sress  the  hypothesis,  ttiat  it  must  be  a  power  of  a 
ifferent  dutracter  which  gentlemen  are  in  j;Hirsuit 
of.  It  may  be  their  purpose  to  elevate  to  high  sta- 
tions some  particular  fovorites.  Some  may  be 
prompted  by  the  "  patriotic  ambition"  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Main&  (Mr.  Cubhhan,)  an  ambition 
which  may  be  sorely  disappointed  by  the  settle- 
ment of  this  question  at  the  present  session.  I  will 
not  ascribe  any  such  motive  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  I  have  heretofore  admired  him  for 
his  talents,  and  I  will  not  permit  myself  to  indulge 
too  hastily  an  unfavorable  impression  towards 
him. 

But  what  can  a  majority  of  this  House  hope  to 
gain  by  this  unhallowed  struggle?  It  is  a  game 
at  which  only  a  few  can  win,  aod  all  that  will  re- 
main to  the  majority  of  the  actors  in  this  drama 
will  be  the  slave-like  privilege  of  worshipping  at 
the  feet  of  an  idol.  And  has  it  come  to  this,  mat, 
instead  of  looking  to  theadvancement  of  our  couu- 

S's  happiness,  we  shall  now  use  our  efforts  to 
ranee  the  p<uitical  views  of  an  individual  ?  I 
should  be  williog  to  sacrifice  myself  on  the  altar 
of  my  country,  lor  the  common  good.  I  idolize 
the  institutions  of  this  highly  favored  land ;  but  I 
never  will  consent  to  become  the  idolater  of  any 
man  on  earth.  I  know  but  of  one  rule  to  govern 
me  in  selecting  men  for  office,  and  it  is  found  in 
the  wisdom,  intelligence,  ana  virtue  of  the  can- 
didate. Whether  he  be  born  in  Massachusetts  or 
Virginia,  is  a  consideration  unworthy  of  being 
taken  into  the  estimate.  If,  then,  there  be  a  man 
in  this  House  or  nation,  govwnea  by  motives  of  a 


different  character,  in  the  name  of  virtue  and  pa- 
triotism, I  demand  that  he  shall  abjure  them. 

The  gentleman,  (Mr.  Sebobuit,)  as  anoUm 
reason  ror  postponing  this  question  to  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  urged  the  propriety  of  sub- 
mittiug  it  to  the  people,  and  intimated  that  they 
might  be  dissatisfied  with  a  decision  now.  No 
man,  said  Mr.  T.,  holds  in  higher  reveroice  the 
wishes  of  the  people  than  I  do.  The  wishes  of 
my  constituents  on  any  subject  other  than  a  con- 
stitutionai  question,  would  be  my  law.  But  they 
have  elected  us  to  act  for  them,  and  on  this  sub- 
ject they  leave  us  uninstructed.  While  it  would 
but  answer  the  end  of  our  agency  here  to  bow  to 
their  will,  when  properly  expressed,  it  would  be 
worse  than  degrading  for  us  to  hesitate  about  act- 
ing, lest  we  might  incur  their  displeasure.  In 
suco  a  ease  as  this,  what  would  be  the  weight  of 
their  displeasure?  Our  country  is  agitated,  from 
one  end  of  it  to  the  otho-;  a  state  of  thiiiga  cxiata 
calculated  to  fill  the  mind  of  the  patriot  with  aw- 
ful forebodings  of  the  future;  a  breach  has  been 
made  in  the  affections  of  this  people  for  each  other, 
which  everv  day  serves  but  to  enlarge.  Is  there  a 
man  who  &ears  me,  who  would  not  be  willing, 
like  another  Curtias,  to  devote  himself  to  destruc- 
tion to  heal  this  breach  ?  Would  you  prefer  the 
ephemeral  popularity  of  the  hour  to  the  renown 
which  lasts  for  ages?  Our  lineage  would  give 
the  lie  to  such  a  uaoder.  No,  sir;  let  us  not  de- 
lay to  settle  this  question,  and  forever.  The  gen- 
tlemaa  tells  us  toe  majority  alone  will  make  a 
sacrifice  by  yotiog-for  any  propositioo  of  compro- 
mise. Wnat  is  the  fact?  The  South  contends 
that  Missouri  should  he  instantly  admitted  into  the 
Union ;  the  North  cannot  agree  to  this,  because  it 
descries  something  in  the  constituliou  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The 
answn  to  this  objection  has  been  repeated  over 
and  over  again.  If  such,  in  troth,  be  the  fact,  let 
her  come  into  the  Union,  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  will  vindicate  its  own  supre- 
macy. Your  objection,  however,  still  remains 
unshaken,  and  you  propose  that  idle  shall  be  ad- 
mitted, upon  the  condition  that  her  Legislature 
shall  pass  no  law  violatory  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Union.  We  meet  you  on  this  half-way  ground, 
and  close  in  with  your  proposition.  Now,  sir, 
where  is  the  sacrifice  of  principle  on  either  side  1 
You  guard  the  Constitution  from  infraction,  and 
we  have  no  hesitancy  in  uniting  with  you  in  this 
good  work.  If,  then,  gentlemen  are  sincere  in  the 
ol^ection  which  they  raise,  that  objection  may 
readily  be  removed,  and  I  will  still  entertain  the 
hope  that  this  session  will  not  termiiute  without 
the  final  adjustment  of  this  odious  subject. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
proposed  amendment^  the  Chairman  pronounced 
the  division  to  be  m  the  affirmative— yeas  7S^ 
nays  73. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  House ;  and  the  question  be- 
ing put  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  vote  was  as 
follows : 

YsAs — Mhsts.  Abbot,  Alsxandsr,  Allen  <tf  Tmuwb- 
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•^,ADdenoQ,  Archer  ofMuylaad,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Bftldffin,  Ball,  Barboar,  Bajly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Barton,  Batler  of  Loaiaiana,  Utooont 
Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  CalpepeT* 
Catbbert,  Davidson,  Earlo,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Cuolina,  Ftabar,  Find.  Gamett,  Gray,  Hal)  of  North 
CuolUia,  Hardin,  Hill,  Hooka,  Jaduoo,  Johomi, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Tannessee,  Kent,  Idttle, 
Lowndes,  McCoy,  McUreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentaeky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Mont- 
gomery, Neile,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Read,  Rhea,  Ringgold, 
Robertaon,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Cirotioa,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trim- 
Ms,  Tocker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Williams  of  North  Caroline— 79. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Mastaehasetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brush,  Baffiim,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Cam^iell, 
C^,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cashman,  Dane, 
ItaiUngton,  Denaison, Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connec- 
tieat,  Edwards  of  Penmylvania,  Enstia,  Fay,  Polser, 
Foot,  Ford.  ForrMt,  Falbr,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New 
YoAt  Oroas  of  Pennsylvviia,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  New  YtnK  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick.  Hibah- 
man,  Hobait,  Hoatetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley, 
Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermora,  Maclay,  McCullough, 
Uallary,  Marcband,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
'Parker  of  Massaehnsetts,  Patterson,  Philsoo,  Pitcher, 
PlDmer,  Randolph,  Rich,  Richards,  RicluAond,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street. 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  YoA,  Tarr,  Tom- 
linaon,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Wallace,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 88. 

So  the  atnendmeat  was  rejeeied. 

The  reaolutHHi  from  ihe  Senate  being  then  again 
read,  in  the  words  ibUowug,  to  wit: 

Raolved  by  the  Smote  and  Hmtte  of  Repreunta- 
ttw*  of  t&e  United  Statet  of  AmerieOf  in  Congrat 
QuembUdt  That  the  State  of  Missoori  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby  declared,  one  of  the  tJoited  States  of  America, 
and  is  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  iboting 
with  the  original  Statfla,in  alt  respects  whatever:  Pro- 
vided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
■traed  as  to  gin  assent  of  Congress  to  any  pro- 
virion  in  the  eonstitntioa  of  Missouri  (if  any  such  there 
tM)  whkh  contravenes  that  clause  of  the  UonsUtation 
of  the  United  States  which  declares  that  the  citnens  of 
nch  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privUegas  and 
inmuoities  of  ciliiens  in  tlie  several  States. 

Mr.  Storrs  mored  to  amend  the  same  as  fol- 
lows, viz:  Strike  out  from  the  word  "declared" 
the  balance  of  the  resolution^  and  inser^  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  following : 

*'  To  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  Congress :  Pro- 
vufet/.  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  fundamental  condition 
upon  which  the  said  State  shall  be  incorporated  into 
the  Union,  sod  to  he  of  perpetaal  obligation  on  the 
•aid  8ut«,  (in  fiuth  whereof,  ttua  resolutitMi  is  passed 
by  Coagraaa,)  that  no  lawsl^ll  ever  beenaclMl  by  the 
BRi4  State,  wlueh  aball  impatr  or  eeDtrawne  the  righta, 
privilefee*  or  inmnBitiee,  aeearsd  by  the  GonetUuifoa 
of  the  United  Suiee  to  any  persMw  who  new  are.  or 
16th  Cox.  2d  Sm8,--33 
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hereafter  may  be,  ^itizena  of  other  States,  or  to  prevent 
such  persons  from  removing  to,  and  settling  in.  said 
State:  And,  provided  further.  That  the  L^islature^ 
acting  under  the  eonstitnlion  ulteady  adopted  in  Mi^ 
sonri  as  a  State,  shall,  as  a  convention,  (for  which  por^ 
pose  the  consent  of  Congress  is  hereby  granted)  de- 
dare  their  assent  by  a  public  act  to  the  said  condition, 
before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  tranamit  to 
Congress  an  atteated  copy  of  such  act  by  the  first  day 
of  the  next  session  of  Googress." 

Mr.  Clat  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  stri- 
king out  the  words  *^on  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session,"  where  they  first  occur ;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to — 78  votes  to  71. 

Mr.  Floyd  mored  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  make  it  read  "  citizens  of  the  United  States," 
instead  of  "  citizens  of  other  States."  This  mo- 
tion was  negatived  by  79  rotes  to  70. 

Mr.  Robertson  mored  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment  by  striking  out  of  it  the  words  "or  to 
prevent  such  persons  irom  moving  to  and  settling 
ID  said  State."  This  motion  was  negatived  by  79 
rotes  to  70. 

Mr.  Babbodk  then  mored  to  amend  the  nid 
amendment  by  striking  oat  the  following  words, ' 
viz :  "  That  no  taw  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the 
'  said  State  which  shall  impair  or  coutrarene  die 
*  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  sectired  by  the 

<  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  any  persons 
'  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  citizens  of  the 
'  other  States,"  and,  in  Heu  thereof,  iDserting  "  that 
'  no  law  which  may  be  passed  by  the  said  State 
'  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  impair  or  contravene 
'  the  rights,  privileges,  or  immunities,  secured  to 
'  citizens  of  the  other  States  by  the  Constitution 

<  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend  the 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CtiTHBERT  having  called  fot  a  division  of 
the  question  OD  Mr.  Storr8*s  amendment,  so  ai  to 
take  it  first  on  agreeing  to  the  following  wcnrds : 

"  To  be  admitted  inte  the  Union  as  one  of  ihe  United 
States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  tho  original  States^  on 
the  first  day  of  the  next  sosaion  of  Congress :  Pro- 
vided, That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  fundamental  condi- 
tion upon  which  tho  said  State  ^11  be  incorporated 
into  the  Union,  and  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the 
said  State,  (in  faith  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed 
by  Congress,)  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by 
the  said  State  which  shall  impair  or  contravene  the 
rights,  piinlegM,  or  immanitiM,  ■scored  liy  the  Gm- 
stitution  of  the  United  Slates  to  any  persona  who  now 
are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  eitiaens  of  other  Stated — 

The  question  was  so  taken  accordingly,  and  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  uys  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexandw,  Allen  of  Tenner 
see,  Anderson,  Archer,  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bayly.  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannoo,  Clay, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cnlpeper, 
Cothbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Fisher,  Gray,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina.  Hardin,  Hill,  Hooks.  Jackson,  Johnson, 
'  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Little, 
Lowndes  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mfliaoe  of  Delaware, 
MeLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metealf;  Hont- 
gomery,  Ncala,  Nelson  of  Virginia,.  Newton,  Pinok- 
nay,  Rankui,  Beid,  Bliea,  Rinnt^t  Robsrtson,  Saw- 
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Jar,  Sluw,  Simkins,  Smith  of  Now  J«nqr,  Bmilh  of 
larf  luid,  A.  Smyth  of  Virgioia,  Smith  of  North  Curo- 
lim,  BlcveBi,  SwetriBgeo,  Temll,  Tompkins,  Trim> 
bl«,  Tacker  of  Virginia,  Tackn  of  Sondi  Carolina, 
Tjiw.  Walker,  Warfielil,  Williams  of  Tlrginia,  «ld 
Williams  of  North  Carolina. — 76 

NAta — ^Hmsts.  Adama,  Allen  of  Massachnaetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Ball,  Batemau,  Beecher, 
Boden,  Brush,  Bofibm,  Butler  of  New  Ham[»hure, 
Campbdl,  Casa,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cosh- 
DMB,  Dane*  DariingloD,  Denninn,  Diduoaon,  Eddy, 
Bdwarda  of  ConBeetieat,  Edwards  of  PoDnajWaDia, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Euatis,  Tvj,  Fiord,  Fol- 
ger.  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Faller,  Camett,  Gorham, 
Grose  of  New  York,  Grosa  of  Pennsylvania,  Gnyon, 
HacUey,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendrioka, 
Herridi,  Hibshman,  Hobart,  Hoatetter,  Kendall,  Kin- 
■f^,  EtnelOT,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Lirennore,  Maclay, 
McCoUongh,  HaUary,  Uarehand.  Monell,  R.  Moore  8. 
Miwra,  Bbvton,  HoaeIej»  Momy,  Nelson  of  Masaa- 
dittaatts,  FaAtr  of  Maaeadinsetta,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pittoioa,  PhilMHi,  PUeber,  Isomer,  Randolph,  Rich, 
Rlohaida,  Bogm,  Rosa,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Storrs,  Sbeett  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy,  Udree,  UiAiam,  Van 
RttUseUer,  WaUtee,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 93. 

So  the  first  jwrt  of  the  amendmeDt  was  rejected, 
and  the  remainder  fell  to  the  ground  of  course. 

Mr.  S.  MooBB  then  mored  to  amend  the  resoln- 
tion  of  the  Senate  by  strikinc  ont  the  proriso 
thereto  annexed,  and  inserting  in  lien  thereof  Uie 
following: 

Provided,  That  the  following  conditions  be  taken  as 
flindamental  conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the  said 
State  ia  incorporated  into  the  Union,  namely :  that  the 
fonrth  daose  of  the  twenty-nxth  section  of  the  third 
Bitide  9i  the  eonatitution  submitted  by  the  people  of 
MisKHni  to  the  ooniidenUoa  of  Congress,  shall,  as  soon 
as  the  protiaiona  of  said  conatitation  will  admit,  be 
ospnngM,  or  so  aaiendod  that  it  shall  not  be  at>plica- 
Ue  to  dtiiens  of  any  State  in  this  Union ;  and  that, 
antU  ezpnoged  or  so  amended,  no  law  passed  in  con* 
fbraity  thereto  shall  be  eoDstmed  to  extend  to  any  eit- 
'mn  a(  ailher  State  in  this  Uoii». 

This  motion  was  n^tired— ayes  56. 

Mr.  Clat^  then,  seeing  that  all  efibrt  at  amend- 
nKnt  had  failed,  and  anxious  to  make  a  last  effort 
to  settle  this  distracting  question,  mored  to  refer 
the  Senate's  resolution  to  a  committee  of  thirteen 
members. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  fdUowing 
^tlemen  were  qipomted  >  cnnmittee  Bocor£ 
ingly: 

Memh  Clay,  of  Ky.,        Messn.  Archer,  of  Va., 
Eostis  of  Mass..  HacUey  of  N.  Y., 

Smith  of  Md.,  S.  Moore,  Pa-, 

Seiqpiant,  of  Pa.,  Cobb,  of  Ga., 

Lowndes,  of  8.  C.  Tomlinaon,  of  Con., 

Ford,  of  N.  Butler,  of  N.  H., 

and  Campbell,  of  Ohio. 


SatoRdat,  February  3. 
Mr.  SBROBAirt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le^al 
npreaeDtatirM  of  John  H.  Mebane,  deceased} 
vbich  was  twice  read  and  committed. 


Mr.  SuGBAHT  also  made  the  foUowii^  report: 

The  Cottmittee  on  the  Jndidaiy,  to  whom  waa 
rderred  the  report  of  the  Committee  fbr  the  Diatrict 
of  Colnmfaia,  upon  the  ralgect  of  lotteriek,  make  Uie 
following  repurt: 

That  they  ooncor  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
Committee  for  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  that  it  is  not 
neceasary  or  expedient  fbr  Congress  now  to  interfere  ; 
they  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Betohed,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  fiom 
the  further  conaideralion  of  the  anlgeeL 

The  report  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  also  referred  a  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  supplemeotary  to  an  act  passed 
on  the  11th  day  of  May^  1830,  entitled  'An  act  to 
proride  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  r^iorted  the 
same  without  amendment  and  it  wai  oomoittad 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mallabt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Staten  respecting  the  progress  and  expen- 
ditures of  the  Commissioners  under  the  fifth,  sixth, 
and  serenth  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  made 
a  report,  accompanied  bjr  a  bill  to  estaUish  the 
saluieaof  the  Commissioners  and  agents  appoint- 
ed under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent ;  which  bin  was 
read  twiee,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Cominittee  on  Forei^  Affairs  mete  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Ywk.  re- 

Secting  the  exposed  state  of  the  commerce  of  the 
nited  States  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  list  of  the 
names  of  those  persons  who  were  indebted  to  his 
department  on  the  31st  December,  1816,  and  the 
amount  then  due  from  each  person ;  also,  the  names 
of  those,  who,  since  that  time,  hare  become,  and 
were  indebted  to  the  said  department  on  the  30th 
day  of  September  last,  and  the  amount  then  doe 
from  each  person ;  spared  and  rendered  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  30th 
of  Norember  last ;  which  letter  and  lists  were  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  ai^pointed  on  the  19th  of 
December.to  inquire  into  the  eoneons  of  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  to  incorporate  the  United  States 
Naral  Fraternal  Association  for  the  relief  of  the 
families  of  deceased  officers,  were  discharged,  and 
the  said  bill  was  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  District 
Columbia  to  form  a  frame  of  gorernment. 

Mr.  McLanb  submitted  the  following reaolotiiw, 
which  of  course  lies  on  the  table : 

Rttohtd,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasoiy  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  of 
the  boontiea  and  allowances  paid  to  fiahing  ressyle 
each  year,  from  the  oonuneneeineBt  of  the  Gorainmwt 
to  the  ^asent  tinw. 
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OHIO  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

Mr.  Robs,  after  some  remarks  in  faTor  of  the 
propriety  of  the  course  which  he  was  about  to  pro- 
pose, foaoded  on  the  importance  of  the  subject  to 
the  particular  State  and  to  the  Union,  moved  that 
the  communication  from  the  Qovernor  of  Ohio, 
received  a  few  da^s  ago,  and  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature  relative  to  the  contro- 
versy between  that  State  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House. 

Mr.  Triublb  rose  only  to  ask  information  from 
the  Chair.  He  had  no  information  of  any  case 
in  which  a  paper  of  this  description  had  been  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  The  object  of  printing  a 
paper  was  to  enable  members  to  understand  sub- 
jects pending  befbre  the  House,  and  by  it  referred 
tQ  committKs,  who  would  in  due  time  report 
thereon.  This  subject  #as  otie  upon  which  the 
House  was  not  called  upon  to  act  in  the  usual 
course  of  l^islation.  He  wished  to  know  from 
Uie  Chair,  whether  any  case  had  occurred  in  which 
the  House  had  ordered  s  paper  to  be  printed,  when 
it  was  distinctly  understood  that  no  legislative 
poeeediog  was  in  contemplation  7  and  whether 
It  was  usual  to  print  any  paper,  referring  to  the 
concerns  of  a  corporatbn,  and  not  the  public  in- 
terests 1  If  there  was  any  precedent,  he  would 
vote  for  printing  the  docnment,  but  if  not,  he 
would  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  McCoy  also  opposed  it,  because  the  docu- 
ment was  already  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the 
Senate,  by  which  each  member  of  this  House 
would  be  famished  with  a  copy  of  it,  and  it  was, 
^erefore,  unneeesswry  to  incut  tue  expense  of  har- 
ina  it  pruted  again  tor  this  House. 
.  The  motion  to  print  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Sloak,  for  the  reason  that  the  dociiment  was  of 
great  importance  so  far  as  regarded  the  question 
of  State  rights ;  and  though  he  was  aware  that 
no  legislative  act  would  grow  out  of  it  here,  it 
idatM  to  a  controversy  which  had  been  much 
minepresented,  and  was  much  misunderstood ; 
and  he  hoped,  in  justice  to  the  State,  it  would  be 
ifefffiitted  to  be  printed,  that  misconstruction  might 
be  as  fir  as  practicable  corrected. 

Mr.  Balowin  adverted  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legistatute  of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  Bank 
of  me  United  States,  which  had  been  referred  to 
a  committee  of  this  House,  at  the  last  session, 
and  were  now  before  it;  the  document  from 
Ohio  was  calculated  to  elucidate  that  subject,  and 
therefore  was  a  proper  one  to  be  printed  for  the  in- 
formation of  members  on  the  matter  before  them. 

The  motion  to  print  the  papers,  was  agreed  to— 
ayes  63,  noes  37. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  go  into 
Committee  on  the  general  approprution  bill,  but 
teinporarily  withdrew  his  motion,  at  the  request 
ofMr.  Clat.  ' 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  STATES. 
Mr.  Clat  then  rose  to  make  a  motion.  It 
would  be  recollected,  he  said,  by  the  House,  that, 
a  m^ority  voy  decisive,  a  resolution  was 
opted  at  the  last  sessioii,  declaring  it  expedient 
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to  make  an  appropriatian,  by  law,  for  a  misston 
to  such  of  the  Governments  of  South  America  as 
had  established  their  independence.  It  remained 
for  the  House  to  carry  that  resolution  into  effect; 
and  he  thought  that  it  was  a  solemn  duty  of  this 
House  to  give  complete  effect  to  its  own  decision. 
He  rose,  therefore,  to  move  that  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  session  be  referred  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which  was  re- 
'  ferred  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  stip- 
port  of  Government,  that  it  might  come  up  for 
consideratioD,  in  a  regular  maoner,  and  a  claiisb 
be  inserted  in  that  bill  to  accom[aish  the  object 
of  the  resolution.  Mr.  C.  made  this  motion  to 
prevent  the  imputation  of  taking  thfe  House  by 
siirprise.  Conceiving  it  proper  to  act  ihthe  ^rit 
of  that  reMlation,  he  now  proposed  the  tttdiinin- 
ary  step. 

The  motion  was  agreM  to  without  li  flividon, 
though  not  without  dissenting  voices. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Suits,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  sererttl  ap* 
propriation  bills  referred  to  it. 

The  first  bill  taken  up  was  the  bill  making  ap- 
^opriations  for  the  public  buildings,  (according 
tu  the  rteominendatioQs  contained  in  the  report  (h 
a  sdeet  committee  oh  that  subject.)  A  good  deal 
of  discussion  took  place  on  some  of  the  items  of 
the  bill,  particularly  that  which  proposed  9^)000 
for  covering  the  President's  house  with  copper. 
This,  hottrever,  as  well  as  the  other  appropriations 
proposed  by  the  select  committee,  was  eventually 
agreed  to  f  and  the  committee  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Qovenimetit  for  the  year  1820. 

On  opening  the  first  item  of  this  bill,  the  Mis- 
souri question  was  discovered  lurking  in  it ! 

Mr.  Smetb,  of  Maryland,  having  moved  to  fiU 
the  first  blank  in  the  bill  with  $314,866,  to  defray 
the  expense  and  compensation  to  the  Senate. and 
House  of  Representatives,  their  offleoa,  ahd  at- 
tendant*! — 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  a  smaller 
sum,  presuming  that  the  sum  moved  by  Mr  Smith 
was  founded  on  estimates  including  the  Delegate 
from  Missouri.  As  there  «as  no  such  Delate 
recognised  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  the  appropri- 
ation ought  to  be  diminished  accordingly. 

A  good  deal  of  desultory  debate  followed  on  this 
proposition,  the  leading  features  only  of  which  are 
sketched  below. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  inquired  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whe- 
ther the  sum  which  he  had  proposed  was  intended 
to  cover  the  pay  for  the  Senators  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  Shitb  said,  the  sum  was  proposed  in  con- 
formity with  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  was  not  predicated  on  any  addi- 
tional expenditure,  as  the  State  of  Missouri  had 
not  been  admitted.  But  at  any  rate  the  sum  would 
be  sufficient,  because  there  was  always,  from  the 
absence,  the  sickness  at  honw,  or  the  death  of 
memben,  a  eonsidenble  suiplnsi^ 
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Mr.  MoLban  said,  the  gentlemai)  from  Missonri 
did  not  preseot  himself  as  the  Delegate  bat  as  the 
Representatire  from  that  State.  Mr.  McL.  went 
on  to  remark,  that  this  question  about  Missouri 
met  them  at  every  step,  and  in  every  shape;  and 
it  really  would  be  better  to  postpone  this  bill,  and, 
iDdeed,  all  other  important  tiilla,  until  that  embar- 
rassing qaesiion  could  be  settled.  With  that  view 
he  moved  that  the  Committee  now  rise,  and  report 
progress. 

Mr.  TvLER  coincided  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
McLean,  and  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail, 
especially  as  the  public  interest  could  not  suffer 
from  a  little  delay  in  passing  the  bill. 

Mr.  Baldwin  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
lise-  The  clause  in  question  did  not  go  into  items 
at  all,  and  it  could  not,  therefore^  weO  five  rise  to 
the  qnestioa  concerning  Missouri,  which  had  been 
itartM  by  the  gentleman  from  Qeo^ia. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  was  neg- 
atived— ayes  31. 

Mr.  Trihblb  spoke,  to  show  that  Mr.  Cobb 
would  gain  nothing,  if  he  should  even  carry  his 
motion  to  reduce  the  appropriaticm.  The  appro- 
priation was  made  as  thoug^h  Missouri  was  a  State ; 
if  she  were  not  admitted  into  the  Union  as  such, 
she  must  be  abandoned  altogether,  or  must  be  legis- 
lated for  as  a  Territory,  and  that  question  would 
with  more  propriety  come  up  in  another  part  of 
the  bill,  malcing  provision  for  the  Territories.  He 
thought  it  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  impede  the 
bill  by  pressing  this  motion. 

Mr.  Cobb  observed,  in  substance,  that  the  sum 
proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  waseither  too  targe  or  too  smalt. 
If  intended  to  provide  for  Missouri  as  a  Stale  it 
was  loo  small,  as  it  did  not  provide  for  the  Sena- 
tors; and  if  otherwise,  it  was  too  large.  He  did 
not  wish  to  bring  up  at  all  the  question  concerning 
the  present  character  or  condition  of  Missouri  Jut 
he  did  not  think  it  right  to  appropriate  for  a  Del- 
^ate  unless  for  the  Senators  also. 

Mr.  Lowndes  remarked,  that  whether  they  took 
the  larger  or  the  smaller  sum  was  immaterial,  as 
either  would  be  sufficient  for  the  object  in  any 
event  i  there  being  always  a  balance  oi  the  appro- 
wiation  left  from  this  branch  of  the  expenditure. 
The  adoption,  therefore,  of  either  sum  proposed, 
could  involve  no  question  relative  to  Missouri. 

Mr.  McCoLLODGH  did  not  conceive  that  the  ap- 
propriation involved  the  Missouri  question  at  alL 
They  made  appropriations  for  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  generally,  without  un- 
dertaking to  say  who  were  Senators  and  members. 
Such  as  were  so  would  come  forward  and  receive 
their  pay,  and  no  others.  This  appropriation  wax 
intended  for  the  current  year;  if  Missouri  should 
be  admitted,  her  members  in  both  Houses  would 
be  paid  of  course ;  if  not,  the  money  would  remain 
in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  the  gentleman  had  told  the 
Committee  how  the  members  were  to  be  paid  if 
that  State  should  be  admitted ;  but  suppose  Mis- 
souri should  not  be  admitted,  Mr.  T.  asKed,  how 
her  Senators  and  members  were  to  draw  their  pay 
then? 
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Hr.  McCuLLOUQH  was  understood  to  say,  in  re- 
ply, that  if  the  State  were  not  admitted  her  Sen- 
ators could  not  be  paid  under  this  appropriation  $ 
and  that  it  would  require  a  special  vote  of  Con- 
gress to  authorize  them  to  draw  pay. 

Mr.  LivEBuoRE,  by  way  of  obviating  all  diffi- 
culty, moved  an  amendment,  containing  a  separate 
appropriation  of  the  necessary  sum  for  the  Sena- 
tors and  member  from  Missouri. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  50,  nays  44. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  with  the  bill ; 
on  many  of  the  items  of  which,  as  usual,  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  debate,  mrticularly  in  regard  to  the 
salaries  of  different  officers  in  the  Executive  de- 
iwrtments  at  the  seat  of  Government;  but  no  mo- 
tion was  made  but  the  following : 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  objected  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  salary  of  ue  First  Comptrtdler 
of  the  Treasury,  ($3,500,)  which  he  thought  en- 
tirely too  high,  considering  the  nature  of  bis  du- 
ties J  he  protested  against  abandoning  the  fortifi- 
cations^ and  other  useful  establishments,  for  the 
sake  of  economy,  and  yet  maintain  such  eztrava- 
ganca  in  the  salaries  of  the  civil  officers.  Mr.  S. 
moved  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  $2,500. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs,  Cobb,  Ro- 
bertson, and  others,  on  the  ground  that  the  ap- 
propriation was  authorized  bv  law,  and  that  if  this, 
or  any  other  salary  was  too  nigh,  the  proper  mode 
was  to  reduce  it  by  law,  and  not  by  refusing  an 
appropriation,  so  long  as  the  expenditure  was  le- 
gally authorized. 

Mr.  Johnson  finally  withdrew  his  motion;  and 
the  Committee  spent  some  time  longer  on  the  bill, 
and  made  eonsiaeraUe  progress  in  filling  up  the 
items  of  appropriation.  Before  the  luU  was  got 
through,  however,  the  Committee  was  left  nearly 
without  a  quorum,  and  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment having  arrived]  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported progress. 


MoNOAY,  Fet»uary  5. 

Mr.  WiLLiAua,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senat^ 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford," 
made  a  report  thereon,  recommending  that  the  said 
bill  be  postponed  indefinitely }  wbicli  report  waa 
read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  some  days  ago,  calling  for  certain  information 
respecting  the  Marine  corps,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  certain 
appropriations  for  ue  Public  Buildings;  and, 
though  not  without  considerable  objections  to  some 
of  the  items,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
'\^ole  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  House  then  again  resolved  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  General  Appropriaticm 
Bill  for  the  current  year. 
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The  discussion  of  the  IhU,  or  rather  of  particular 
items  of  it,  occupied  the  whole  dar. 

A  motioa  was  made  by  Mr.  Cocu,  to  strike 
out  the  clause  proposing  an  appropriatuui  for  the 
clerk  to  the  Attorney  GeaeraL  On  this  motion 
there  took  place  a  debate  which  ended  in  a  ngec- 
tion  of  the  motion. 

On  the  question  to  fill  the  blank  reported  by  the 
committee,  ($1  000,)  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tire.   The  blank  was  then  filled  with  $800. 

The  appropriation  of  91,000  for  the  salary  of 
the  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Conrt,  was  objected 
to  by  Mr.  Hardin,  but  was  agreed  to. 

In  the  course  of  proceeding  to  agree  to  the  seve- 
ral items  of  appropriation^u  moved  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  it  ap- 
peared, from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, that  it  was  expected  that  our  Minister  to 
France  might  return  within  the  present  year,  and, 
therefoi«,  an  appropriation  was  uked  for  an  outfit 
for  a  BAinister  to  France.  It  also  ameared  that,  for 
the  present,  it  was  not  eontoniuated  to  send  a 
Minuter  to  replace  Mr.  Graham,  onr  late  Minister 
to  Rio  Janeiro,  but  that  the  United  States  were  to 
be  represented  there  by  a  Cha^£  des  A&ires. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  a  motion  was  made, 
by  Mr.  Tabh,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  the 
following  item: 

*'  For  the  «rertioD  of  t  bridge  over  the  MonongsheU 
river,  where  the  Cumlwrlaod  road  cronei  the  lame,  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  money  heretofore  appropri- 
ated for  corapletiag  the  Cumberland  road." 

This  motion  gare  rise  to  much  debate ;  in  the 
course  of  which  it  appeared  that  there  remains,  of 
the  money  appropriated  for  the  completion  of  the 
Cumberland  road,  an  unexpended  balance  of  sev- 
enty thousand  dollars.  It  is  supposed  that  the  pro- 
posed bridge  will  cost  $40,000.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  not  thought  it  proper  to  cause 
the  bridge  to  be  erected,  without  express  authority 
from  Congress. 

The  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  debate  were, 
Messrs.  Baldwin,  Robb,  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Hahdin,  Tark,  McCoy,  BIbbcer,  RoaanTaoN, 
Cobb,  Bbdsh,McLaiib,Sbbqbaht,  Bbowk,  Ci.at, 
Bbrcbbb,  and  Rbba. 

Mr.  McCnLLonoB  moved  to  amend  this  amend- 
ment by  adding  the  fdlowing:  "and  for  repairing 

the  road  from  Chambcrsbo^  to  Pittsbarg  

dollars." 

Thb  motion  jvas  negatived. 

Mr.  Arcber  then,  to  obviate  some  difficulties 
which  gentlemen  had  stated,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  adding  to  it  a  clause  to  the  follow- 
ing effect :  "Provided^  That  the  tmexpended  bal- 
ance shall  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  bridge." 

Mr.  Tarr  accepted  this  amendment  as  part  of 
his  motion. 

After  further  debate  the  amendment,  as  amend- 
ed, was  finally  negatived,  by  65  votes  to  60.  _ 

Mr.  Rahein  moved  to  amend  the  lull,  by  in- 
-serting  the  following  clause : 

"  For  opening,  ander  Uie  direction  of  the  Secretmr; 
at  War,  a  rosd  from  a  ptnnt  ne«  Colambus,  oa  the 
Vnitad  States  military  road,  to  a  point  near  Tomer 


Brashean'  itand,  on  the  old  road  leadbig  from  Nat- 
cfaex  to  Nashville,  Ave  tiioneand  dollars  of  an  nnex- 
peoded  balsDce  of  mn  appropriation  made  by  an  set  of 
(JoQgrees  of  the  37th  of  March,  1818,  for  the  pnrpoea 
*'of  repairing  and  keeping  to  repair  mo  maeh  of  the 
road  leiding  from  Colambia,  in  the  State  of  Tennea- 
see,  to  Madiionvillfl,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  as  liea 
within  the  Indian  country." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SiLaa&E,  aided  by  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, the  House  agreed  to  increase  the  appropria- 
tion  for  the  continzeni  expenses  of  Congress  one 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  n 
monument  over  the  grave  of  the  late  Vice  Presi- 
dent Gerry,  who  died  and  was  buried  in  Washing 
ton  City,  during  his  term  of  service. 

At  a  late  honr  the  Committee  rose^  and  obtain- 
ed leave  to  sit  again,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  who 
was  prepared  to  more  an  amendment,  respecting 
a  mission  to  Soath  America,  hut  thought  the  hour 
too  bte,  and  the  House  too  thin. 


TuEBDAT,  February  6. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
mechanics  and  otners,  concerned  in  building  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  praying  for  the  passago 
of  an  act  giving  mechanics,  and  persons  furnish- 
ing materials  for  buildings,  a  lien  on  the  property 
on  which  such  bouse  may  be  built,  to  secure  the 
[ttyment  of  their  respective  accounts;  which  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Conunittee  of  Cmoe- 
merce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of  William 
Bartlett  and  John  Steams,  and  others ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ahobbboh,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  X<ands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Cofiee,"  teptated  the  same  without  amendment 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  were  iostructied  to  inquire  whe- 
ther or  not  the  Military  Academy,  under  the  ex- 
isting lavrs  and  r^utations,  is  consistent  with 
principles  and  policy  of  the  Constitution  and  <3ov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  j  also,  to  inquire  iato 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  altering  the  laws 
in  relation  to  said  Aeademy,  and  reducing  the 
expenditures  of  Ou  public  money  on  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  theexpedi«icy  of  prohibit- 
ing, by  law,  any  derkj  or  other  officer  of  ths 
departments,  from  entering,  either  directly  at  inr 
directly,  into  any  contract  with  the  Qovemment 
of  the  United  States. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  public  buildings,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bamud 
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Tucker,  late  a  Captain  ip  ttie  Nary  of  the  United 
States  and  '^Aa  act  authoriziiie  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain grounds  bektugin;  to  the  United  States  in 
the  pity  of  Washington in  which  bills  they  ask 
^e  iCQiUttrr^ce  of  this  Xfouse. 

THE  REVENUE. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  firom  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  who  were  iostructed  by  three 
resolatioDs  adopted  by  this  House  on  the  3d  oltimo, 
to  inquire  and  report  "whether,  in  their  opinion, 
the  permanent  revenue  is  adequate  to  the  expenses 
of  Government  J  whether  any  measures  are  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  revenue ;  and,  if  so,  to  report 
those  measures;  and  into  the  exnediency  of  pro- 
hiihiting  or  imposing  additional  duties  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreien  spirits,  and  imposing  an  excise 
QD  domestic  distilled  spirits,"  made  a  report  there- 
on} which  was  read^  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table ; 
and  that  3,000  copies  thereof  beprint^ for  the  use 
of  the  members  of  Congress.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  thev  bsve  bad  them  important  labjecta  andei 
their  coiuideratiui,  and  have  obtained  from  the  sererd 
dtpartmeDti  all  the  information  which  the  ofliccn  at 
their  head  coold  fumtih  ;  yet,  tach  are  tiie  difficulties 
that  pr«Mnt  thamMlvis,  that  thej  enter  into  Uie  dia- 
cosaion  and  the  statementa  neceaaaiy  to  elocidate  Uie 
sQbject  wittt  great  diffidence.  They  may  differ  in 
opiiiioq  with  gMitlemen  for  whoio  talents  they  have 
the  bigbeat  re^>eot,  and  in  wboae  integrity  they  have 
unbounded  confidence ;  the  sobject  is  one,  however, 
on  which  the  best  fkiends  msy  fairly  diAr  in  opinion. 

Jb  thepermanent  revenue  adequate  to  the  et^eneee  of 

ike  Government? 

The  levenos  is  mainly  bottomed  on  the  duties 
arising  on  tbe  importations  of  foreign  goods ;  it  is, 
theretore,  dependent  on  fortaitoas  circnmstaDces, 
wbidi  cannot  easily  be  foreseen,  and  which  may  tend 
to  its  increase  or  decrease;  there  are  some,  however, 
which  can,  in  a  degree,  be  appreciated.  The  tariff  of 
1816  was  expected  to  operate  a  torn  to  the  rsvenae, 
by  giving  what  was  considered  at  Uie  tfane  sufficient 
mcooragement  to  the  manaftetnres  of  the  coantry. 
A  variety  of  causes,  arising  out  of  ezceMive  and  rnin- 
ou>  importalionsi  apd  the  lime  required  for  diverting 
qne  channel  pf  comnierceorsuj^liesiiito  another,  has, 
until  lately,  presented  tbe  effect  from  being  materially 
felt-  The  operation  of  that  tariff  ii  now  beginning  to 
be  known,  and  the  efieet  on  the  revenue  is  beliered  to 
be  coDaid«rable ;  its  extent  is,  however,  not  completely 
developed.  Its  operation  oh  a  few  of  the  principal  ar- 
ticles may  afford  some  idea  of  the  incnjaie  of  our  man- 
nftctures,  and  tbe  consequent  decrease  of  the  revenue 
resulting  i^om  the  duties  pn  the  importation  of  such 
articles. 

The  tariff  of  1816  increased  the  dety  on  brown  su- 

£j  about  20  per  cent.,  and  gave  a  prote<^ing  duty  to 
at  article  of  8  cents  per  ponqd.  No  material  de- 
crease ha%  as  yet,  zeaolted  to  ^  revenue  tharefiom. 
Tbe  tariff  was  enacted  dnriiv  the  existence  of  the  ex- 
dae  on  domestic  distilled  spirits,  and  an  addiliooal 
du^  was  imposed  for  the  pretection  of  the  domestic 
article.  The  exdse  on  imported  spirits  was  repealed ; 
the  do^  was  continued ;  and  the  dnty  on  foreign 
HfknU  exqwds,  at  this  lime^  the  whole  value  of  the 
llofB^atic;  the  average  doty  on  the  imported  being  48 
flfints  per  gallon,  when  the  value  in  the  market  of  the 
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dnnestte  does  not  exceed  33  oents  Uia  galhm.  This 
has  tended,  it  is  belieTed,b>  decrease  the  coniumption 
of  foreign  spirits,  and,  of  course,  the  amount  of  die 
revenue.  In  1818,  tbe  net  revenue  from  imported 
rairits,  after  deducting  the  debentures,  amounted  to 
99.646,186,  and  in  1819  to  f  l,9fi9.1S6. 

Tbe  tariff  of  1816  raiaed  the  duties  on  cotton  and 
vooUen  cloths  from  12^  per  cenL,  the  duty  imposed 
prior  to  tbe  late  war,  to  Sfi  per  cent.,  and  it  valoed  all 
cotton  cloths  under  a  coit  of  26  centa  the  square  jard 
(although  Bome  cost  as  low  as  6  cents)  as  if  thej  bad 
actually  cost  35  cents,  and  charged  the  du^  thereon 
accordingly.  Tbe  result  has  beni,  that  eotton  goods 
imported  from  India,  under  a  cost  of  3S  cents  the 
square  ysrd,  p«y  a  doty  exceeding  60  per  cent  on  tbe 
average  cost  of  those  heretofore  imported  from  that 
country,  and  above  40  per  cent,  on  the  average  cost  of 
rimilar  goods  when  imported  from  Europe.  Tbe  op- 
eration has  had  a  salutary  effect  on  our  inftnt  maqu- 
foctures  of  cottout  which  b^ins  to  be  undeistood  by 
the  manufacturers.  Tbe  importationa  from  India  of 
such  cottons  as  are  under  a  coat  of  36  cents  tbe  square 
yard  ht^ve  almost  ceased  for  eonsumption,  and  those 
from  Europe  have  decreased,  it  is  believed,  to  a  con- 
■iderable  extent^  The  coarse  cottons  of  our  domestic 
manufacturee  have  entered,  it  is  believed,  into  tbe 
consumption  of  the  nation,  nearly  equal  to  the  wants 
of  the  people.  The  increase  of  our  woollen  manufac- 
tures has  afibrded  a  coostdersble  quantity  of  woollen 
cloths  for  consumption,  but  we  have  no  ioftn-mationoo 
whicdi  to  form  a  decided  opinion  as  to  its  oztenL 
Other  important  articles  of  domestic  mannfisetan  are 
silently  entering  into  competition  with  thoee  hereto- 
fore imported  from  foreign  nations.  Theae  carcnm- 
stances,  added  to  tbe  distremes  of  the  people^  and  to 
tbe  price  of  our  exports,  being  such  ss  m  a  great  de- 
gree lo  affect  tbe  means  of  paying  for  imports,  make  tt 
extremely  difScult  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
revenue  which  may  arise  hereafter  from  doUes  on  im- 
port^ estimated  on  that  which  had  been  received  in 
former  years. 

Widi  these  views,  which  the  committee  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  sabmit,  they  proceed  to  answer  tbe  Int 
resolution. 

They  are  of  ojHoion  "that  the  revenue  whidi  will 
be  received  in  the  present  year  will  be  adequate  to  tbe 
expenses  of  the  Government and,  should  no  change 
take  place,  the  revenue  will,  in  their  opnion,  doriog 
the  years  1822,  1623,  and  1834,  be  not  only  equal  to 
the  expenses  of  govemmeat,  but  afiiud  aach  a  eurplns, 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  loan  of  the  last  year, 
and  any  that  may  bo  authorized  for  this  year,  as  wtp, 
before  the  first  day  of  January,  I82&,  fully  repay  the 
amount  borrowed.  The  House  will  remember  that, 
as  the  appropriation  bills  bsvo  no^  passed,  the  real  or 
true  expenses  of  Government  cannot  be  correctly 
stated.  The  committee  are  compelled,  therefore,  to 
bottom  their  statement  on  the  estimated  expenses,  as 
submitted  to  Congrew^  wbidi  will,  it  is  eenfidenlly 
believed,  be  reduced  at  least  one  and  a  half  miUim  A 
dollars. 

It  is  now  reduced  to  a  eartainty  that  the  actual  re- 
ceipts from  die  customs  into  the  Treasniy,  during  the 
year  1830,  has  been  910i005,St8,  which  amount,  it  is 
humbly  conceived,  may  be  safely  relied  on  as  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  present  year.  The  committee  are 
opinion  that  the  receipts  of  1831  (from  that  source) 
will  exceed  that  amount  They  form  that  onniMi 
from  the  foUowiog  cireumstancss,  to  wit:  the  Mttds 
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ibr  duties  in  th«  Trearory  amoantod,  on  the  fint  day 
of  October,  1830,  to  neailj  the  aame  tarn  ae  thoae  in 
the  TreasDTj  on  the  let  of  Ootot>er,  1819;  that  from 
thoie  of  1819  an  eztraordinaiy  dedaelion  w«e  made 
hy  the  more  than  commoii  amount  of  tlebentores  iaiucd 
on  the  mhipmenl  of  goode  darinf  that  jcw;  that  a 
eimilar  amoant  of  drawbaeke,  it  ii  beUeTed,  wiU  not 
occur  dnring  the  preeent  year,  and,  of  coone,  that  the 
revenae  from  import*  vill  be  greater  in  18SI  than  that 
of  1820 ;  and,  in  this  opinion,  they  are  confirmed  by 
the  following  view  of  the  ciistoms  for  the  preient  year  : 
Bonds  in  the  Treasury  on  the  fint  day  of  October, 

1880   #18,770.000 

From  which  most  be  dedocted— 
Bonds  irreeareraUe  f  l,t60,000 

Bonds  in  soil}  vhidi  bmj  not 
be  received  daring  the  pre- 
sent year  ....  750,000 
Bonds  paid  in  fourth  quarter 

ofI8!t0    ■      -      .      .  S,6S6,81S 
Debentures    actually  issued, 
prior  to  the  1st  October,  on 
thoee  bonds     -      .      -  1,163,000 
DebenUina  which  may  be  le- 
aned on  the  asme,  estimated 

at  037,000 

  6,490,815 


Estimated  net  proceeds  from  those  bonds  -  13,349^180 
Add  thereto  Uie  amonnte  of  receipts  into 
the  Treasory  from  bonds  taken  dnring 
the  last  qnerler  ai  the  year  1830,  and 
taken,  or  to  be  takon,  wiriog  the  two 
succeeding  quaiteie  of  18S1,  which,  bot- 
tomed on  the  receipts  into  the  Treas- 
nry  for  actual  reoeipts  from  bonds  taken 
daring  the  fi>urtb  quarter  of  1819,  and 
the  fint  and  'second  quarters  of  1830, 
uw  eettmated  to  give,  for  the  present 
year,  the  sum  of  4,487,306 


016,780,800 


Tkm  coamittee  have  submitted  the  preoediag  view 
•f  the  cniUNM  for  18S1  for  the  eoqeideratioii  oi  the 
House,  but  woald  aot  bo  wUUog  to  pMg«  themselves 
for  the  result.  The  it«a«  they  beUeve  to  be  correct ; 
nnd  the  preeent  appearanee  of  ow  commerce,  beoom- 
ing  leas  unfavorable,  wanants  them  in  the  belief  that 
the  revenue  from  customs  for  1831  will  not  be  less 
thm  aiiteeo  millions  of  dollars.  Tliey,  however, 
deem  it  more  safo  to  sasnme  the  receipts  of  the  pzeaent 
Oa  that  of  the  prooeding  year,  and  therofon  enbmit 
tb«  JUlewing  etatement : 

Estimated  reeeipti  for  1821. 
Customs  received  in  the  fint,  second,  and  third  quar- 
tan of  1830^  (see  eacnUn's  npoit,)  •13378,513 
CiHlomsreeeived  in  die  fooflh  quarter  •  %^815 


A  etutanent  firom  the  Treasury  to  your 
cenmittee,  assomed  as  the  receipt  for 

18S1  

Land,  agreeably  to  the  repoit^Uie  8eo- 
retary  of  the  Treaswy  -  .  - 
Intomal  taxes,  by  same  .  .  - 
B«i^  dividend,  by  same  .  -  • 
Poet  Office  and  iaeideDtal  caoaipte  may 
be  Mtittatid  at  


lft,oo^ss8 


1,600,000 
100.000 
350,000 

100,000 


1?,15&,838 


EtHmattd  eMmdUwm.   (See  TVeomy 
report  of  OmmUr  4,  1820.) 

CivU  il,769,8fiO 

Civilizing  lodians  -  39,300 

MiliUry  Department   -      •  6,798,610 
Naval  Depertment      •      -  2,938,676 
Public  debt,  principal  and  in- 
terest, for  1831        .      -  6,477,776 


Ezcessof  receipts  over  paymente  - 


17,004,017 

S16I,911 


The  preceding  statements  show  that  there  will  be 
an  excess  of  receipts  over  the  expenditnree,  even  if 
the  whole  amoant  estimated  for  by  the  diAerent  De- 
partmenU  should  be  granted  aod  expended.  But  it 
IS  known  that  the  amount  is  estimated  on  the  pr»- 
snmption  that  all  the  expenditures  antboiiied  by  law 
will  DO  required.  This,  however,  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  baa  seldom  been  the  case.  The  reform  in  the 
snny,  and  nduction  from  the  estimates  of  the  several 
De5iartmenti,  will  amount  at  least  to  one  and  a  half 
million  of  dollars,  and  thus  oonfiim  the  t^iinion  et- 
preesed  by  the  committee,  "that  the  revenue  for  1831 
will  be  fully  adequate  to  the  expenses  of  Government 
for  duit  year." 

The  committee  sobmit  th^  views  for  the  eneceediitg 
yean  of  1833,  1833,  and  1834,  to  prove  the  opinion 
that  the  revenue  will  be  folly  equal  to  Uie  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  Government  daring  those  yeer*.  In 
addition  to  the  statement  given  of  the  receipts  from 
customs  for  the  year  1831,  and  with  the  view  of  farther 
elucidating  the  subject,  tbey  lubmit  the  following 
statement  of  the  receipts  derived  from  the  customs, 
land.  &c.,  for  the  years  1817,  1818, 1819,  and  1880; 
three  of  those  yean  are  known  to  be  the  minimum 

fears,  the  fourth  not  unoommonly  pradnetiTe. 
a  1817  the  customs  produced  net      -  917,68^778 
In  1818  the  customs  produced  net      -  31,838,431 
In  1819  the  eaetoms  produced  net      •     17,1 16,703 
In  1830  the  euatoms  produced  net      -  16,000,338 

97 1,476,330 

#71,476,339,  averaged  on  Ibor  ysat%   - 

gives  for  one  year  •      -      -      -  9l7,806,0p0 

Although  your  eonuaittoo  think  it  ptrobahl*  that  ti)e 
average  receipts  fitom  the  customs,  during  thoM  fiMix 
yesn,  will  be  reaJized  for  the  yean  1023,  1833,  and 
1824,  yet,  under  the  uncertainty  arising  from  the 
view  already  given,  ttiey  consider  it  more  sale  to  as- 
sume a  leee  amount,  and  therefore  submit  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  as  one 
which  they  have  fall  confidence  may  be  relied  ippon 
for  1833,  1833,  and  1824. 

Reeapta. 
Costoms     -      -      -      -  • 
Land,  (pflr  report  of  Secretary,)  - 
Bank  dividends  - 
Postage  and  incidental  •      ■  . 


917,000.000 
2,600,000 
430,000 
800,000 


930,130,000 


Bj^pendUureBfor  thote  yean. 
Civil,  miscellaneoas,  and  dip- 

-91,766,000 


loinatie 
Civiliiiaf  fadiau 


38,000 


9i>m^ 
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Miktary  D^tartmmi,  to  v»t.- 
Anting  militia       -  #200,000 
iDdiu  aBDnitiM     •      -      -  158,000 
B«volationai7  penuoni  -  1,900,000 
loTilid  pcuioBi     -      -      -  300.000 
Fortifieatkma  -  400,000 
lodian  DepartmeDt        •      -  170,000 
National  artnoriea  -      .      -  900,000 
Canoon,  ahot,  and  sbelli        -  6<^000 
Ananala        ....  80,000 
Amy  pr^r,  (indodiog  tha  ord- 
nance •Mrica  and  the  Mill 
tan  Aead«nj  at  Woat  Point,) 
«Minaled,  agracaUy  to  Um 
bill  which  haa  passed  the 
Hmaa,  at  ita  ntmoat  amoant^ 
«Di!Oit        ...  9,000,000 


4,Be%000 


fffavBl,  inclndtng  #fi00,000  perannam,  for 
Uw  gradoal  increaae  of  the  Navyt 
•moontiag,  agreeably  to  the  cetUaate 

fcr  18S1»  to   S,0S8.676 

PttUie  debt,  (Me  npoit,]                     -  M77.000 


916,040^76 


leaTiog  a  aarplns  of  95,673.8X4  per  anuiun,  from  which 
will  be  dedaeted  the  intereet  on  any  loan  that  may  be 
•ndioriMd  daring  the  preeent  year. 

The  preceding  view  will  show  that  the  committee, 
in  aniwer  to  the  Mcond  ^uesUon,  to  wit:  "  Whether 
Uiy  meaanrea  are  neceaury  to  increaee  the  revenue  V* 
are  of  opinion  that  the  revenae  ii  amply  adequate  to 
the  eipeDaea  of  the  Qoveramcnl*  and,  of  coarse,  that 
BO  meaanra  Ibr  ita  increase  is  nucewaiy. 

To  the  third  resolotion,  to  wit:  **Ia  it  expedient  to 
prohibit  or  impose  additional  duties  on  the  importation 
of  foreign  spirits,  and  to  impose  an  excise  on  domestic 
ainrits  1"  the  committee  answer,  that  the  revenue  from 
imported  spirit!  amoonted  in  1818  to  92>646,4S6,  and 
in  the  year  1819  to  the  sum  of  91.059,126;  and  it  is 
believed  that  that  of  the  year  18S0  will  not  amount  to 
the  sum  reodnd  in  1819.  Bat  tha  committM  are  of 
opinion  that  the  imposition  of  an  eidse,  at  this  time 
of  extreme  diatreas,  would  be  unwise,  and  Is  not  de- 
manded by  the  condition  of  the  Treasury ;  and  that, 
if  irapoeed,  it  would  be  difficult  to  collect ;  and,  if  col- 
lected, it  would,  in  some  parts  of  ttie  Uoion,  be  in 
paper  little  available  to  the  Treasury.  They  there- 
fbre  submit  their  opinion  agaipst  any  immediate  im. 
pontion  of  an  excise  on  demeetu;  spirits,  or  of  any 
new  duty  on,  or  prohitntion  of|  the  importaUoa  <tf  for- 
«fgn  ap&ts. 

The  committee  have  thusftr  confined  themselves  to 
the  answering  of  the  three  resolutions  referred  to  them, 
they  have,  however,  deemed  it  not  improper,  whilst  on 
the  subject,  to  submit  their  views  of  the  jwiandal  atate 
of  the  Tressuiy. 

The  demands  on  the  Treasury,  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  payments  for  the  year  1830,  are — 
For  eivUfd^omatie,  and  miacdlaBMOs  $855,906  00 

Poblicdebt   3,076,918  15 

Ifiaaissippi  stock  ....  671,837  57 
Navy  Department,  (npott  of  the  Slat 

December.)   1,110,000  00 

War  Department,  agreeably  to  a  letter 

from  the  Secretary,  dated  81st  of 

January,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means    -      -     V693;Z8S  76 


From  which  must  be 
deducted,  agreeably 
to  the  same  letter,  the 
amount  of  money  in 
the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  as  agent 
for  that  Department, 
on  the  1st  of  Jaan- 
aiy,  the  sum  i4 


261,666  30 


From  whidi  is  to  bo 

dedoeted— 
Amount  of  money  in 

the  Treasury  on  the 

1st  day  of  January  91,076,S71  IS 
Less  the  nolee  of  ineid. 

vent  banks,  which 

will  not  be  avulable 

during  the  present 

year      -      .      -      600,000  00 


•440.790  46 


6,066,S«6  lY 


Leavingof  available  fiuda  in  the  Tn^ 
sory,  on  the  let  of  Jannaiy  -     476^1  IS 

Balance  againal  the  Treaaviy,  en  the 
IstdayofthoprMontyear     .  ••4,679,0M99 

The  committee  believe  the  above  statement  to  be 
accurate,  and  that  the  balance  against  the  Treasury 
on  the  first  day  of  the  present  year  amoonted  to  the 
sum  of  $4,579,094  99;  that  balance  will,  it  is  believed 
by  your  committee,  be  reduced  by  retrenchment  in 
expenditures,  as  already  stated,  to  an  amount  not  less 
than  one  and  a  half  million,  which  will  reduce  the  ac. 
toal  deficit  to  ha  provided  for  to  the  Mira  of  three  mil. 
lions  aeven^-uine  thousand  ninaty-4bar  dcrilars  und 
ninety-nine  cents;  say  three  millions  seventy-nine 
thousand  and  ninety-four  dollara  and  nioety-nine 
cents.  But  if  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  should  prove  correct,  to  wit :  That  the 
customs  of  1831  will  produce  only  fourteen  roilliona, 
then  Uie  two  years  will  show  the  Mlowing  result : 
Deficit,  as  above,  on  Uie  let  January  94,679,004  M 
Excess  of  ezpeniea  over  receipls  in  the 

year  1831,  estimated  on  the  demands 

made  by  tiie  several  Departments,  coo- 

formaUy  with  the  cxiating  hnn       -   BS4,0IT  00 


96,433^111  M 
Fmn  whidi  dedoet  unonnt  of  expected 
retrenchmmit  1,600,000  00 


93*03S>111  09 


The  item  of  #664,017  will  be  found  in  the  difi^ 
ence  of  $1,006,838  between  the  SecreUry's  estimates 
of  Ihe  receipte  from  customs  in  the  year  IMI.  and  that 
of  your  committee;  from  which  muat  be  deducted  the 
excess  of  receipU  over  expenditures  of  9151,311,  in 
the  view  they  have  taken  above  of  the  receipte  and 
expenditures  of  1821,  which  will  Isnve  the  item  of 
$804,017. 

In  this  last  view,  bottomed  on  the  estimata  of  tte 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  f<w  the  receipte  in  tlie  pie- 
sent  year,  there  appears  to  be  an  actual  deficit  in  the 
two  years  of  183U  and  1821  of  #6.433,111  99,  from 
which  the  committee  believe  that  there  may  be  dedocU 
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«d  for  retrenchment  91,800,000,  whidi  will  Imv*  tha 
cum  of  93,983,111  99  to  be  proridedftr. 

The  committoe  bav«  deemed  it  proper  to  give  to  tbe 
Hooee  tbeie  two  vkwi  of  the  subject  If  the  w- 
Umatea  of  the  Secretarj  of  914,000,000  from  Uie  cns- 
toma  ihoold  prore  correct,  the  amount  to  be  prorided 
for  will  be,  aa  already  stated,  $3,933,111  99. 

If  that  of  joar  committee  should  appear  to  the 
House  as  one  to  be  relied  upon,  then  the  amount  to  be 
provided  for  will  be  $3,0719,094  99.  The  eommittee 
ask  leave  to  obaerre  that  a  more  aceunte  view  of 
tiw  actual  amount  to  be  providad  for  will  be  taken  by 
jour  commiuee,  if  tha  appropriation  biUa  ahall  paaa  in 
lime  to  afford  the  opportunity. 

The  House  have  been  correctly  informed  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  that  it  requires  time  to  trans- 
fer  the  money  received  in  the  Western  Btates  and  in 
Louisiana,  to  the  Treasury,  for  which  the  Secretary 
aska  the  aid  of  $600,000 ;  that  difficult  will,  in  the 
oinnton  of  your  committeet  be  aurmountad  by  tbe 
nmonnt  of  a|^n^iiatioDa  which  will  remain  anclaimed 
at  the  expiration  of  the  preaant  year.  The  anclaimed 
demands  of  appropriationa  at  ttie  expiration  of  each 
year  have,  on  an  average  of  years,  amounted  to  about 
three  milliona  of  dollars ;  but,  as  the  appropriations 
for  the  present  year  will  be  of  a  kind  that  will  be  called 
for  to  a  greater  proportionate  amount  than  those  of 
former  years,  it  would  be  unsafe  to  calenlata  on  a 
larger  amoaot  than  that  which  would  afibrd  the  time 
neceaaary  to  draw  the  funda  from  the  Stataa  menUoned ; 
but  to  that  amount,  aay  rix  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  to  meet  unforeKen  demands  on  the  Treasury,  the 
eommittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  appropriations  un- 
expended at  the  end  of  the  preaent  year  will  be  amply 
adequate,  and  therefore  they  do  not  recommend  any 
provision  theiefor. 

The  House  will  duly  appreciate  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  eommittee  have  acted*  and  will  pardon  unin- 
tentional enrora,  if  any.  The  oommittM  wilt  only  add, 
that  thqr  have  need  every  exertion  in  their  power  to 
arrive  at  a  correct  view  of  the  important  aulyeete  aub* 
mitted  to  tbeir  consideration.  All  which  they  reapect- 
fiilly  anbmiL 

REDUCTION  OF  SALARIES. 
Mr.  CoLBBETH,  from  tbe  committee  appointed 
on  the  13Ul  ultimo,  to  inquire  if  any,  and  wtiat, 
salaries  in  the  civil  department  may  be  reduced, 
eousiatendy  with  the  public  interest,  reported  a 
bill  to  reduce  the  salaries,  and  fix  a  maximum  of 
the  compensation  of  certain  officers  and  other  pcr- 
soDs  employed  in  the  civil  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  Uie  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  tbe  Union.   The  bill  is  as  follows : 

BtUenaeted,  4-e.,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  salaries  now 
allowed  by  Isw  to  tbe  following  officers,  and  other  per- 
eone,  employed  in  tbe  civil  depsrtmeot  of  the  Govern- 
ment, there  shall  be  paid  to  them,  qaarteriy,  the  fol- 
lowing annual  salaries,  reapectively.  and  no  more; 
Uiat  ia  to  aay,  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute,  five  thousand 
dollars;  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  five  thou- 
sand dollara;  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  five  thonaand 
dollara  ;  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy,  five  thooeand 
dollars ;  to  Uie  Attorney  General,  three  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  to  the  Postmaster  General,  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars ;  to  the  AwiaUnt  Postmaster  General, 
and  additional  Asaiitant  Postmaster  General,  each 
two  thonaand  dollara ;  to  the  Commiaaionera  of  the 
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NasT  Board,  each  three  thonaand  dirilan ;  to  the  Na- 
val Conatmctors.  each  two  thousand  doHara ;  to  0m 
First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  three  ihotuand 
dollars ;  o  the  Librarian,  one  thousand  dollars ;  to 
tbe  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  one  lliou* 
sand  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Patent  Office,  one  thoussnd  dollars;  to  the  dcrk 
of  the  Attorney  General,  five  hundred  dollsrs ;  to  the 
clerk  of  the  Commissioner  of  tbe  Public  Buildings, 
five  hundred  dollan :  and  to  the  clerk  of  the  Snperin- 
tendeot  of  tbe  Patent  Office,  five  hundred  dollan. 

8xc.  S.  And  ht  it  /uriker  enacted.  That  the  sain- 
ries  of  each  of  the  officera  and  clei^  of  tha  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  and  of  esch  and  every 
other  officer,  clerk,  or  other  person,  employed  in  any 
of  the  puUic  officea,  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  not 
herein  particularly  designated,  shall  be  reduced  twenty 
per  centum  from  the  respective  amounts  now  allowed 
by  law. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enaeied.  That,  whenever 
the  annual  aalariea  and  other  eompenaation  or  enuriu- 
menia,  now  allowed  by  law  to  eaen  or  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  neeaa- 
sary  expenditures  incident  to  their  respective  offices, 
shall  exceed  the  following  sums :  that  is  to  say,  to  the 
Collectors  of  the  Customs,  four  thousand  dollars ;  to 
the  Naval  Officers,  three  thonaand  dollars;  to  tha 
Surveyors  of  the  Costoms,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars ;  to  the  Registers  of  the  Land  Offices,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  Recdveia  of 
Public  Mon^s  at  the  several  Land  Offices,  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars— the  several  snrplusaes  shall 
be  accounted  for,  and  paid  by  them,  respectively,  to 
tbe  Treasury  of  the  United  States :  Provided,  akoayt, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
extend  to  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  under  the 
revenue  laws  of  tbe  United  States. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sala- 
ries of  Military  and  Naval  Storekeepers  shall  be  lim- 
ited not  to  exceed  six  hundred  dollars  each. 

Sic.  fi.  And  be  it  further  enacts,  That  the  opera- 
.  tion  of  this  act  shall  commence  and  take  effect  from 
and  after  tbe  fourth  day  of  March  next,  and  that  ao 
much  of  any  and  every  act,  heretofore  passed  upon 
the  subject,  as  is  inconsistent  with,  or  repugnant  to 
the  provisions  herein  contained,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed,  from  and  after  that  date. 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  STATES. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itatif  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  General  Apiwopriatioa  biU. 

Mr.  Clat  moved  the  amendment,  which  he  a 
few  (btya  aco  intimated  it  to  be  hi«  intention  to 
I»opose  to  the  bill,  and  wma  as  follows: 

"  For  an  outfit  and  one  year's  salary  to  such  Minis- 
ter as  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
■ent  of  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  Government  of 
South  America,  which  has  estdMished  and  is  main- 
taining its  independency  on  Spain,  a  sum  not  exceed* 
ing  $18,000." 

Mr.  Ci<AY  followed  bis  motion  with  a  speech  of 
more  than  an  hour's  length  in  its  support. 

Mr.  LowHDEs  submitted  briefly  the  reasons  why 
he  conceived  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  at 
this  time  inexpedient,  and  the  mode  of  obtaining 
the  object  improper. 

[The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  remarhi 
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mftde  by  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Kentucky,  on  the 
6tb  aod  9tb  of  February,  on  the  motion  to  appro- 
priate ei^teen  tfatHuand  doUan  for  an  outfit  and 
lalary  for  a  MioUter  to  South  America.] 

I  rei^et  <said  Mr.  Robertsoh)  the  necessity 
which  impeU  me  to  a  |iarticipati«i  in  this  discus- 
sion. While  my  feelings  strongly  incline  me  to 
silence,  my  judgment  commands  me,  in  self-justi- 
A»tioD,  to  obtrude  on  your  patience^a  brief  explft- 
nation  of  the  reasons  which  influmce  my  vote. 
If  f  could  support  the  motion,  I  would  be  content 
with  a  silent  affirmative;  but,  feeling  it  my  duty 
to  oppose  it,  it  is  proper,  and  perhaps  necessary, 
that  I  should  vindicate  myself,  lest  some  persons, 
recollecting  the  vote  whicn  I  gave  last  Winter  on 
the  South  American  resolution,  and,  not  under- 
standing the  intent  and  import  of  that  vote,  and 
the  operation  of  that  which  I  am  now  required  to 
give,  might  charge  me  with  inconsistency — with 
oaeliction  of  prinoiid^  or  the  inflaenee  of  motires 
incmsistoit  with  the  chuacter  which,  if  I  have 
canud,  I  am  nawilling  to  lose. 

Whaterer  my  condact  on  the  subject  might  (if 
imezi^iiied)  indicate,  to  those  who  do  not  under- 
stand the  real  character  of  the  resolution  of  last 
session,  and  the  t^dency  of  this  motion,  or  who 
wilt  not  analzye  them,  I  natter  myself  that  all  who 
will  take  the  pains  to  comprehend  them  fully,  will 
see  in  it  consistency  instead  of  inconsistency — 
constancy  to  principle,  instead  of  any  aberration 
from  it,  and  a  just  attention  to  my  own  constitu- 
tional rights  and  duties,  instead  of  an  encroach- 
ment, either  wanton  or  inadvertent,  on  those  of  a 
co-ordinate  department  of  the  Government. 

However  paradoxical  it  may  appear  to  a  super- 
ficial observer,  yet,  I  feel  a  strong  confidence  that 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  deugrn  and  efects  of 
the  two  propositions  will,  while  it  apfffoves  the 
vote  which  I  gave  on  the  resolution,  maintain  die 
propriety  of  that  which  I  shall  give  on  this  mo- 
fioD,  aod  show,  not  only  that  bom  will  be  excusa- 
ble, but  right,  and  that  the  latter  is  required  by  a 

Trd  as  well  to  consistency  as  propriety, 
have  not  changed  any  opinion  which  I  enter- 
tained last  Winter,  in  relation  to  this  subject^  nor 
am  I  less  animated  npw  by  the  feelings  and  wishes 
which  I  then  cherished.  But  I  thiiJE  that  the  re- 
solution then,  and  the  motion  now,  are  radically 
different. 

The  motives  which  recommended  the  adoption 
of  the  former,  cannot  be  connected  with  the  latter; 
indeed  they  will  not  justify  it.  They  do  not  even 
uist.  All  the  ends  which  the  resolution  was  de- 
sired to  produce,  have  been  accomplished.  If 
this  motion  be  intended  for  the  same  purposes,  it 
is  unneeessai^ ;  if,  for  othors,  they  are  ascertuned 
to  be  either  impracticable  or  uneomstitutional  in 
thdr  operation.  Wherefore  I  believe  that,  while 
the  resolution  was  justified  by  the  ends  it  was  in- 
tended to  answer,  this  motion  is  indefensible  by 
the  same  consideration,  or  by  any  areumeut  of 
expediency  or  constitutionality.  This  i  expect  to 
show.  The  one  was  auxiliary,  the  other  will  be 
supererogatory  or  coercive. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  such  is  the  object  of 
the  motion,  but  that  such  must  and  will  be  its  op- 
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eration  aod  constmetioD.  And  this  is  co&firmtd, 
not  only  by  the  nature  of  the  pn^iosition,  but  by 
some  traits  of  the  eloquent  speech  just  concluded 
by  my  colleague  (Mr.  Clat)  in  support  o{  his 
motion.  The  only  feature  which  I  shall  now  take 
notice  of,  is  his dedaratioo,  that  "the  resolution  of 
last  session  was  an  expression  of  public  ^timent 
which  no  monarch  in  Europe  would  ever  have 
dared  to  disregard." 

This  indicates  that  he  is  surprised  that  the  reso- 
lution did  not  induce  the  President  to  recognise 
the  Patriots,  and  that  he  intends,  by  this  motion, 
(if  adopted,)  to  urge  him  still  more  persuasively 
to  do  what  ne  is  unwilling  to  do.  This  would  be 
a  reasonable  inference  from  the  remark.  Yet  I 
hope  such  a  construction  was  not  intended ;  be- 
cause it  argues  a  spirit  of  dictation  and  uoeonsti- 
tutional  coercion ;  and  I  am  sure  that  such  a  sen- 
timent was  not  only  not  expressed  last  Wintn,  but 
was  disavowed ;  and  I  am  equallr  sure  that,  if  it 
had  not  been  disavowed,  the  resolution  could  not 
have  been  adopted.  The  tone  of  the  speech  made 
at  the  last  sessum,  in  &vor  of  the  resolution,  by  its 
mover,  was  materially  different  from  that  which 
characterizes  the  one  which  he  first  made  to-day 
in  support  of  his  motion.  Then,  he  announced 
his  object  only  to  be  an  abstract  exi^essioa  of  our 
sympathies  with  the  PatrioL<i,  for  their  encourage- 
ment, and  of  our  will  for  relief  to  the  Executive : 
and  he  positively  disavowed  any  wish  that  it  should 
be  construed  into  dictation  or  even  a  reoommen- 
dation  to  the  President-  Now  he  seems  to  con- 
sider it  as  an  enunciation  of  public  s^limeot 
which  the  President  was  bound  to  obey;  and, 
consequeotlv,  that  its  reiteration  now  may  be 
coercive.  Although  this  discrepancy  will  tend  to 
show  the  reasons  ^  my  vote  last  sesuoo  and  now, 
yet  I  r^pret  that  it  has  occurred ;  because  the  de- 
rign  which  it  might  indicate,  in  mv  colleague,  is 
inconsistent  with  the  elevation  of  cnaiacter  which 
so  pre-eminently  distinguishes  him,  and  the  candor 
and disintecestedness  which  baveso  signally  marked 
his  political  career.  I  wish  not  to  be  inisunder- 
stood.  I  do  not  intend  to  intimate  that  he  has 
any  other  object  than  what  he  has  announced.  I 
am  not  willing  to  suspect  him  for  any  other.  But 
others,  less  friendly  to  him,  when  they  observe  the 
tone  of  his  speech,  delivered  to-day,  aod  its  discw- 
dancy  with  that  of  last  Winter,  aud  examine  the 
character  and  effect  of  his  motion,  might  appreheud 
that  the  motives  which  stimulate  bis  ^brts  are 
not  such  as  become  him,  or  ought  to  be  encouraged. 

Before  I  state  my  objections  to  the  proposed  ap- 
propriation, and  the  circumstances  whicn  distio- 
guish  it  from  the  resolution  adopted  last  Winter, 
I  must  notice  the  speech  to-day,  for  another  pur* 
pose.  It  iatimated  that  the  vote  on  this  motion 
will  be  a  test  of  the  feeliofp  of  this  House  towards 
the  Patriota,  and  of  its  opmioos  on  the  subject  of 
their  reco^ition.  This  might  have  been  one  of 
the  eflects  of  the  resolution-— but  this  motton  can- 
not draw  the  line  between  the  friends  of  the  Pat- 
riotsand  their  enemies ;  because,  however  fUeadly 
we  may  be  to  the  success  of  the  Patriots,  we  can- 
not do  them  any  sn-vice  by  the  adoptioo  of  the 
motion.   Whatever  we  may  think  about  dteh  re- 
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cogaition,  we  cannot  recognise  by  any  vote  we 
can  give ;  and  because  this  motion  will  De  opposed 
on  grounds  whicli  have  no  connexion  with  our 
feelings  or  opinions  in  regard  to  the  South  Amer- 
ican struKgie.  Besides,  in  regard  to  myself,  I 
must  say  mat  I  feel  as  much  soucitude  for  the  in- 
dependence of  Spaoisfa  America  now  as  I  ever 
did ;  and  I  hare  giretk  some  evidence  of  the  deep 
interest  I  hare  fat  on  that  subject.  While  I  am 
not  an  enthusiast  or  madman  on  that  interesting 
subject,  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  feel  as  sincere  and 
patriptic  an  anxiety  about  the  ultimate  results  of 
the  great  struggle  m  South  America  as  any  pru- 
dent or  rationaTman  does  or  ought  to  feel,  in  this 
House  or  this  nation.  It  is,  indeed,  as  it  has  been 
so  feelingly  denominated  by  its  distinguished  ad- 
vocate, (Mr.  Clay,^  "a  great,  a  glorious  cause." 
It  is  a  cause  ioteresting  to  all  manldnd,  and  pecu- 
liarly so  to  the  votaries  of  freedom :  a  cause  on  the 
issue  of  which  are  slaked  the  dearest  rights  of  the 
civilized  community.  In  such  a  cause  the  people 
of  this  country  are  not,  cannot  be  indillerent.  No, 
sir  J  they  feel  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  every 
incident  of  its  progress.  No  one  is  more  gratified 
than  I  am  with  the  intelligence  of  the  splendid 
conquest  of  Lima  by  Cochrane,  just  announced 
with  such  inspiring  uoquence  by  my  collea^e.  I 
hope  that  it  may  be  true,  and  that  the  princiides  of 
enlightened  liMrty  may  march  onward  and  tri- 
iimpbantly  in  the  South,  until  they  shall  have  ex- 
tirpated every  remnant  of  royalty,  superstitioo,  and 
despotic  hierarchy^  and  until  the  whole  {lopulation 
of  Spanish  Amenca  shall  not  only  achieve  their 
independence,  but  establish  civil  institutions,  habits, 
and  manners,  adapted  to  secure  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity  the  full  fruition  of  all  the  blessings 
of  free  government  and  free  religion.  This  is  a 
CDusummation  most  devoutly  to  be  desired  by  all 
philanthropists  of  the  world,  whatever  may  be  the 
various  speculationsabout  the  capacityof  the  South 
American  Spaniards  to  sustain  tree  and  liberal  io- 
Btltutions  until  the^  shall  hare  become  more  en- 
lightened in  the  principles  of  ciril  and  religions 
liberty  i  and  I  pray  that  it  may  soon  be  effected, 
and  that  the  day  may  not  be  distant  when  the 
whole  South  Atoerican  population  may  be  seen 
worshipping  as  freemen,  in  the  temple  of  freedom, 
and  bowing  as  Christians  at  the  ^Itar  of  a  Chris- 
tian God.  No  man,  i(i  his  sober  senses,  feels  more 
anxiety  for  such  a  result  than  T  do — not  only  on 
account  of  its  beneficent  effects  on  the  people  of 
the  South,  but  also  on  account  of  the  ma^c  im- 
pulsion it  would  give  to  the  people's  cause,  in  "  the 
great  moral  Iraittle"  in  which  toe  present  genera- 
tion are  enga^,  by  encouraging,  and  iikspiring, 
and  inrigoratiDg  the  friends  or  human  rights 
throughout  the  world. 

But,  whaterer  may  be  my  feelings,  my  wishes, 
or  my  prayers,  in  so  good  and  so  ereat  a  cause,  I 
do  not  consider  my»lf  permitted  by  considera- 
tions of  duty  or  prudenc^  to  express  them  in  thft 
appropriation  bUt  I  can  see  no  desirable  oc  Con- 
stitutional purpose  to  be  effected  by  the  success  of 
the  mptioili ;  and  I  think  I  can  see  a  mischievous 
tendency  in  it. 

If  we  could,  hy  such  ai^  effort,  achiere  the  in- 
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dependence  of  Spanish  America,  or  even  render  it 
any  essential  service,  without  transcending  our 
authority,  or  endangering  our  own  safety,  I  would 
be  one  of  the  last  men  in  this  House  to  refuse  or 
withhold  my  approbation  and  most  cordial  sup- 
port. I  would  act  with  as  much  decision  and 
alacrity  as  would  become  so  good  a  purpose.  But, 
if  those  who  advocate  the  motion  think  that  its 
success  will  contribute  to  accomfdish,  or  even  &- 
cilitate^  the  enfranchisement  of  South  America,  or 
that  It  18  prudent,  or  safe,  or  Constitutional,  for  us 
to  adopt  It  for  that  purpose,  or  any  other  which  it 
can  efiect,  I  think  they  will  find,  on  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  whole  subject,  that  they  aremis- 
taken,  and  tliat  the  only  tendency  of  the  measure 
(if  it  hare  any)  will  he  to  distract  our  own  coun- 
cils, or  embarrass  and  coerce  a  co-ordinate  depart- 
ment of  the  Government. 

If  the  ends  designed  to  be  effected  by  the  vote 
of  last  session,  be  the  oalr  ones  which  ine  motion 
to  appropriate  is  intended  to  accomplish,  there  can 
he  no  necessity  to  adopt  it.  I  see  nothing  to  be 
{^ined  by  it.  The  arowed  purposes  of  Congres- 
sional interposition  have  been  accomplished.  The 
opinions  and  feelings  which  prompted  me  to  rote 
for  the  resolution  of  last  session,  and  which  I  stUl 
cherish,  do  not  require  me  to  rote  for  this  motioa ; 
and,  wnen  I  look  at  the  ineritahle  tendency  of  the 
motion,  if  adopted,  (and  if  it  shall  have  any  effect 
at  all,)  I  feel  sure  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
opinions,  and  motives,  and  purposes,  avowed  last 
session.  I  then  went  as  far  as  1  thought  I  had  a 
right  to  go,  and  as  far  as  I  intended  to  go;  I  can- 
not be  lured  or  forced  any  farther. 

I  acted  last  Winter  under  the  influence  of  the 
motives  and  for  the  purposes  then  avowed  by  tlie 
advocates  of  the  resolution ;  and,  if  any  others  bad 
been  arowed,  especially  such  as  I  fear  will  be  im- 

Euted  to  this  motion,  I  would  not,  I  could  not, 
are  supported  the  resolution.  I  cannot  with  cer- 
tainty say  what  were  the  motires  of  all  those  who 
constituted  the  majority  on  that  resolution,  but  I 
hazard  nothing  in  speaking  of  those  whicn,.and 
which  alone,  were  arowed,  and  those  which  were 
disarowed ;  which  avowals  and  disavowals  I  then 
thought,  and  still  believe,  influenced,  if  not  all,  at 
least  a  majority  of  those  with  whom  I  then  co- 
operated. And  I  believe  I  will  be  supported  by 
the  recollection  of  those  who  were  here  at  the  last 
session,  when  I  say  that  those  avowals  and  disa- 
vowals indicated  a  policy  and  a  purpose  which  did 
not  recommend  any  ulterior  measure  on  our  part, 
and  which  wiU  not  justify  it  now.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, advert  to  the  declarations  of  last  session,  and 
to  the  character  and  effects  of  the  appropriation 
proposed,  for  the  purpose  of  shorring  not  only  that 
the  course  I  am  ahout  to  pursue  is  consistent  and 
defensible,  but  that  it  is  the  only  one  which  can 
he  in  consomince  with  the  motives  and  purposes 
which  were  announced  at  the  last  session,  and 
under  the  influence  of  which  X  then  acte^  and 
slull  stiU  act. 

The  Executive  is,  by  the  Constitution,  vested 
with  the  exclosire  power  to  nominate  and  to  re- 
ceire  foreign  Ministers.  It  will  not  be  denied 
that,  in  the  exercise  of  this  highly  responsiUe 
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power,  he  should  be  free  and  independent,  and 
that,  so  far  as  he  is  the  depository  of  power,  he, 
and  he  alone,  should  exert  it;  and  that  he,  and  he 
alone,  is  responsible  for  the  manna  in  which  it  is 
exerted.  No  one  department  of  the  GoremmeDt 
should  embarrass^  dictate  to,  or  control  any  other, 
in  the  ezereiae  ofits  CoDstitutionai  rights  and  du- 
ties. This  is  the  theory  of  the  Consntution^  and 
a  due  and  unifmn  adherence  to  its  maxims  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  preservation  of  the  Constitation  it- 
self. WheneTer  any  department  is  under  the  in- 
fluence of  any  other,  either  openly  or  covertly  ex- 
ercised, the  checks  and  balances  of  the  Constitu- 
tion are  destroyed,  and  there  is  danger  of  a  virtual 
metamorphosis  of  the  Government,  by  a  concen- 
tration of  powers  which  are  distributed  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  such  a  tendency,  if  exer- 
cised honestly  and  independmitly  by  their  Con- 
stitutional depositories. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  nominate  Minis- 
ters, therefore,  the  President  should  not  be  in- 
stracted  or  awed  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 
This  view  will  show  that  the  resouition  of  last 
sessitm  could  not  have  been  intended  to  have  any 
coercive  or  dictatorial  operation  or  construction. 
Bat  this  idea  is  fortified  by  the  avowals  and  disa- 
vowals made  by  its  mover  and  othm  who  advo- 
cated it.  It  was  adopted  in  the  spirit  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Executive,  and  of  co-operation  with 
him,  and  acquiescence  in  whatever  course  he 
migntj  in  the  exercise  of  his  own  discretion  and 
more  mformed  judgment,  think  it  most  expedient 
to  pursue,  and  not  id  a  tone  of  dictation,  or  for 
the  purpcse  of  changing  his  opinioo,  or  relaxing 
his  resolution.   It  was  not  intended  even  to  wbis- 

Eer  advice,  otherwise  those  who  voted  for  it  would 
ave  transcended  their  authority,  because  this 
House  is  not,  and  ought  not  to  be,  the  adviser  of 
the  Executive.  Doubts  were  said  to  exist  whether 
the  President  was  not  deterred  from  sending  a 
Minister  to  Spanish  America,  by  an  apprehension 
that  public  sentiment  would  not  soslam  him,  and 
that  this  House  would  refuse  an  appropriation.  It 
was  also  aq^ed  that  the  President  had  not  the 
right  to  recognise  the  independence  of  a  new  Gov- 
ernment without  the  assent  of  this  House  as  well 
as  of  the  Senate ;  and  this  is  my  own  opinion. 
For  the  poijpose,  then,  of  giving  him  a  pledge  that 
public  opinion  would  be  with  htm,  and  that  we 
would  give  him  the  money,  provided  he.  with  all 
the  information  he  possessed,  should  thins  it  expe- 
dient to  send  a  Minister,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  our  assent  to  recognition,  as  far  as  we  were 
or  migbt  be  concerned  in  it,  and  not  to  command, 
or  even  reconimend  it,  the  resolution  was  intro- 
duced and  adopted.  It  was  intended  only  to 
strengthen,  embolden,  and  disembarrass  the  Presi- 
dent, by  an  assurance  of  our  support,  and  not  to 
censure  or  persuade.  As  ftjt  as  the  suttject  of  re- 
cognition was  aflfected,  these,  I  affirm,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  were  the  objects,  and  only 
obgeels,  of  the  resolution.  At  least  they  were  the 
only  ones  that  influenced  me,  and  the  only  ones 
that  were  avowed,  and  I  assert  that  all  others  were 
positively  disavowed.  I  would  have  opposed  the 
reaolntion  if  I  had  suspected  that  it  was  intended 


to  have,  or  could  have,  either  in  construction  or 
operation,  any  other  effect  on  the  Executive  than 
a  simple  declaration  that  we  were  willing  to  ap- 
propriate money,  and  to  support  and  co-operate 
with  him,  if  he,  acting  alone  on  his  own  o^nioD 
and  his  own  resiionsibutty,  should  think  fit  to  send 
a  Minister  to  Spanish  America,  and  that  we  gave 
our  assoit  to  rect^ition,  leaving  him  free  to  dia- 
cha^  his  power,  in  idation  to  it,  in  his  own 
way,  and  according  to  his  own  wishes  and  opin- 
ion. And  I  venture  to  say,  that,  if  any  other  de- 
sign had  not  been  disavomd,  the  resolution  would 
have  been  rejected. 

All  that  I  intended,  and  all  that  I  believe  the 
majority  intended,  br  the  vote  of  last  session,  so 
far  as  the  subject  oi  recognition  was  concerned, 
was  to  say  to  the  Executive:  "We  do  not  know 
'  what  you  are  willing  to  do  towards  the  Patriots ; 

*  we  do  not  even  pretend  to  know  or  to  say  what 
'  you  ought  to  do ;  but,  lest  you  may  he  embar- 
'  rassed  by  doubts  as  to  public  opinion,  we  inform 

*  you,  that  we  will  be  content  if  yon,  with  all  the 
'  mformation  you  have,  determine  to  recognise  thnr 
'  independent  existence;  and,  so  far  as  we  may 
'  hare  a  right  to  participate  with  you  in  the  exet^ 

*  cise  of  this  high  power,  we  give  our  assent  to 
'  any  act  you  may  do,  having  confidence  that  any 
'  decision  made  by  your  discretion  and  wisdom, 
'  will  be  a  correct  one ;  but  we  do  not  wish  you  to 
'  understand  that  we  advise  you  to  any  panicuhr 
'  course.   You  must  act  on  your  own  information 

*  and  responsibility ;  we  will  furnish  you  with  the 
'  means." 

Sir,  this  was  the  language  used  in  debate,  and 
this  was  the  language  of  those  who  adopted  the 
resolution.  Further  than  this  I  did  not  intend  to 
go — further  I  could  not  go. 

It  was  declared,  that  such  an  assurance  to  the 
Executive  was  one  object  of  the  resolution,  and 
that  another,  and  the  only  otber^  was  to  give  ca- 
eouragement  to  ihe  Patriots,  by  giving  them  some 
testimony  of  our  good  feelings  and  wishes  to- 
wards them.  It  was  said,  that  such  an  expresiioa 
of  our  disposition  in  their  favor  would  nave  a 
great  "  moral  effect "  in  (heir  struggle,  and  would 
animate  and  invigorate  them.  So  far  as  I  could 
produce  such  a  result  by  any  abstract  vote,  with- 
out entangling  ourselves  in  the  contest,  I  was 
glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  it ;  and  witk 
that  view,  in  addition  to  tnose  I  have  mention- 
ed, I  voted  for  the  resolution  with  pleasure  and 
alacrity. 

I  was  willing,  as  far  as  such  a  resolution  would 
operate  on  the  spirits  of  the  Patriots,  to  inspire 
them  with  confidence,  and  stimulate  them  to  new 
and  more  vigorous  and  persevering  efibrts.  Bat  I 
did  not  intend  to  pledge  the  United  States  to  re- 
cognise their  independence,  or  give  them  any  aid ; 
nor  did  1  intend  to  make  any  appropriation  aAec 
.the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  unless  it  should  be 
called  for  by  the  President;  and,  although  the  re- 
solution itself  might  authorize  a  different  infer- 
ence, the  avowals  that  were  made,  and  the  nature 
of  the  objects  to  be  obtained  by  its  adoption,  wilt 
abundantly  show,  that  no  more  was  intended  by  it 
than  1  have  stated.   The  form  was  immaterial,  so 
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that  the  ends  could  be  accomplished,  and  this  was  | 
frequently  mentioned  in  argument.   Perhaps  the  | 
form  was  liable  to  as  few  exceptions  as  any  other  i 
which  could  have  been  devised.   It  only  meant 
to  give  support  to  the  Executive,  and  encouragement 
to  the  Patriots  :  we  had  no  right  or  motive  to  do 
more.  I  trust  that  I  have  now  shown  satisfactorily 
the  character  and  intent  of  the  resolution ;  and,  in 
doing  so,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  have  also  justified 
the  support  which  I  gave  it,  by  exhibiting  the 
avowed  objects  of  its  adoption,  alt  of  which  were 
constitutionally  attainable,  and  right  and  proper, 
because  within  our  power,  and  well  intended. 

But  the  reasons  which  would  justify,  and  even 
render  necessary,  tbat  vote,  do  not  apply  to  the 
motion  now  under  consideration,  and  cannot  war- 
rant, but  do  forbid,  its  adoptioa ;  because,  by  the 
resolutioQ,  all  the  ends  have  been  achieved  which 
were  intended,  and  the  adoption  of  this  motion 
cannot  be  necessary  to  effect  the  same  results,  but 
must  (if  it  have  any  practical  operation)  produce 
such  as  were  never  designed  before,  and  such  as 
we  have  no  right  to  attempt.  I  repeat,  that  the 
objects  of  the  resolution  were,  first^  to  animate 
the  Patriots  by  an  abstract  proposition  of  our 
wishes  for  their  success ;  and,  second,  to  inform 
the  President  of  our  willingness  to  support  him, 
as  far  as  we  had  the  power^  in  any  measure  which 
he,  in  his  own  opinion,  might  ttimk  it  most  expe- 
dient to  adopt  towards  the  Patriots,  and  to  give  our 
assent  to  recognition,  as  far  as  it  might  be  suppos- 
ed that  we  had  a  right  to  act.  And  here  I  beg 
leave  to  say,  that  this  latter  consideration  had 

Et  influence  tm  my  vote.  I  did  think,  and  still 
hat  the  Executive  should  never  rectwnise  the 
pendence  of  any  new  Government  without  the 
assent  of  this  Hoase.  It  would  not  be  permissible 
for  me  here  to  make  an  argument  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  this  opinion.  I  will  only  observe, 
that  it  is  in  accordance  with  tbat  expressed  by  my 
colleague,  (Mr.  Clay,)  and  is  fortined  by  one  of 
the  ablest  arguments  of  one  of  the  most  enlight- 
ened statesmen  who  ever  adorned  this  country.  I 
will  inquire,  whether  this  doctrine  was  not  urged 
as  a  reason  why  it  was  our  duty-to  pass  the  reso- 
lution ?  Was  it  not  said,  that  the  Executive  could 
not,  would  not,  act  without  having  our  assent? 
I  will  now  app>eal  to  the  author  of  the  resolution, 
and  of  the  motion  now  before  us,  to  say,  whether 
any  other  motives  for  the  adoption  of  his  resolu- 
tion were  avowed  than  those  I  have  mentioned, 
and  whether  all  others  were  not  disavowed  t  I 
know  he  would  answer  affirmativdy.  These  then 
are  the  reasons  which  rendered  proper  the  rote  of 
last  session ;  and  I  declare  that,  if  we  had  uever 
yet  passed  a  resolution  on  South  American  afiaira, 
I  would  now  vote  for  one  with  the  same  motives 
which  induced  me  to  vote  for  it  last  session.  But 
having,  by  the  adoption  of  tbat  resolution,  done 
all  that  was  necessary,  I  see  no  motive  to  do  any 
thing  more,  and  think  I  see  unanswerable  objec- 
tions to  an  attempt  to  go  farther  than  we  have 
gone.  By  going  further  we  have  no  desirable  or 
legitimate  end  to  attain,  and  that  is  always  a  good 
objection  to  any  species  of  legislation.  Bui  this 
ia  not  my  only  objection. 


H.  or  R. 


And  here  may  be  seen  the  ground  on  which  I 
feel  bound  to  op|i^  the  appropriation.  If,  in- 
stead of  the  resolution  of  last  session,  the  motion 
had  been  made  which  is  now  oflered,  or  if;  imme- 
diately after  the  adoption  of  that  resolution,  we 
had  been  asked  to  make  the  appropriation,  I  should, 
for  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  vote  for  the 
resolution,  have  given  such  a  measure  my  entire 
assent  and  most  cheerful  support}  because  then  it 
could  not  be  known  what  would  be  the  President's 
determination  on  the  subject  of  the  mission,  and 
it  was  immaterial,  as  was  alleged  in  debate,  whe- 
ther the  appropriation  preceded  the  nomination  of 
a  Minister,  or  the  nomination  the  appropriation. 
But  the  time  which  has  interlapsed  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  has  given  us  indubitable 
evidence  of  the  course  of  policy  which  the  Presi- 
dent is  resolved  to  pursue.  "iJie  motives,  tber^ 
fore,  which  recommended  the  residotion  do  not 
exist,  and  I  can  see  no  object  to  be  attained  by  the 
appropriation,  unless  it  be  intended,  by  being  used 
as  the  echo  of  public  sentiment,  to  drive  the  Preai- 
dent  from  the  course  of  policy  which  he  deems 
most  expedient,  and  has  determined  to  observe. 
If  we  could  reasonably  doubt  whether  the  Execu- 
tive has  resolved  not  to  send  a  Minister  to  South 
America,  or  whether  he  understood  the  resolution 
of  last  sefsiou,  or  whether  he  rei^uires  an  appro- 
priatioD  before  he  can  make  up  his  mind,  then  we 
should  have  some  pretext  for  making  the  appro- 

Eriation.  But  is  there  a  member  on  this  floor  who 
as  the  remotest  doubt  on  this  subject?  Can  any 
man  tell  me  that  he  is  not  convinced  that  the  Presi- 
dent does  not  intend  to  nominate  a  Minister  to  the 
South }  or  tbat  he  has  any  hope  ihat  he  intends  to 
do  BO  on  the  event  of  an  appropriation ;  or  that  he 
would  have  done  it  heretofore  if  an  appropriation 
bad  been  made:  or  that  he  wants  any  further  ejb- 
pression  of  pnbtie  Heotiment  than  that  which  he 
has  received  on  that  subject?  No,  sir;  we  have 
the  strongest  reasons  to  impress  the  conviction  that 
he  neither  expects  not  wishes  an  appropriation ;  tbat 
he  needs  no  further  information  or  assistance  from 
us ;  and  that  if  we  had  made  an  appropriation  last 
Winter  no  Minister  would  have  been  sent.  Did  we 
not,  by  the  resolution  which  was  adopted,  tell  him 
that  we  would  assent  to  recognition?  Did  he 
want  more^  if  he  had  been  disposed  to  send  a  Min- 
ister? Is  It  usual  to  vote  an  appropriation  for  a 
mission  before  it  is  called  for  ?  Whv,  then,  did 
he  not  send  a  Minister?  There  is  but  one  an- 
swer; it  is,  because  he  did  not  think  it  wise  and 
prudent  to  do  so.  He  has  called  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  an  outfit  for  a  Minister  to  France  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Gallatin.  Why  has  be  not  called  for 
one  for  a  Minister  to  South  America?  It  is,  be- 
cause he  intends  to  send  a  Minister  to  France,  and 
has  determined  not  to  send  one  to  South  America. 
Having,  then,  given  the  Executive  all  the  infor- 
mation and  assistance  which  were  necessary  to 
exempt  him  from  doubt  or  embarrassmrait,  as  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  and  knowing^  as  we  do,  tbat 
he  has,  after  having  carefully  considered  our  reso- 
tion  and  weighed  all  the  arguments  for  and  against 
a  mission  to  the  South,  resolved  against  it,  I  would 
ask,  what  is  the  object  of  this  motion  ?  It  it  to  in- 
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form  the  Patriots  of  public  feeling  in  this  coun- 
try? We  hare  done  it ;  and  it  is  not  necessary  or 
dignififd  to  repeat  it  ererf  Winter.  Is  it  to  ^re 
assurance  of  our  support  to  the  Bxeeutire  1  We 
hare  done  it.  Is  it  to  rec<^iM  the  independence 
of  any  of  the  South  American  prortnces?  As 
fftr  as  we  hare  any  pomr  on  tnat  subject,  we 
hare  exercised  it.  All  these  ends  have  been 
effected  by  the  resolution  of  last  session. 

Then,  for  what  puipose  make  the  appropria- 
tion 7  I  hope  there  is  no  illegitimate  object.  Bat, 
whatever  the  object  be,  it  is  either  unnecessary  or 
unauthorized,  ft  is  unnecessary^  if  it  be  no  other 
than  that  for  which  the  resolution  was  adopted. 
If  it  be  for  any  other,  I  repeat  that  it  is  not  only 
unconstitutional,  but  inconsistent  with  the  ends  of 
that  resolution.  For,  whatever  may  be  the  pur- 
poitcs  intended  by  the  motion,  it  can  have  either 
no  effect,  or  a  coercire  one.  And  if  this  latter  be 
either  the  design  or  the  tendency  of  the  motion, 
eren  those  who  are  most  anxious  to  bare  the  Pat- 
riots aeknowle^ed,  cannot,  if  reTere  their 
own  Gonstitutiott,  and  understand  iti  theory  and 
principles,  be  willing  that  suck  an  end  shotild  be 
prdduedd  by  such  means.  The  Constitution  has 
distributed  the  sorerdgn  power  among  three  de- 
partments ;  and  made  each  independent.  On  this 
distribution  of  power,  and  independence  of  its  de- 
positories, depend  the  preserration  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  conservation  of  all  the  rights  which 
it  was  made  to  guard.  And  the  moment  one  de- 
partment CBD  saccessfijlly  encroach  on  and  con- 
trol, directly  or  indirectly,  either  of  the  others,  the 
eqaitibrinm  of  the  Constitution  is  destroyed,  and 
its  theory  changed.  However  flattering  it  may  be 
to  our  pridCj  that  the  Judiciary  should  decide,  and 
the  Executive  act,  in  all  cases  confided  to  their 
diseretion,  exactly  as  we  wish,  or  as  we  would  do 
if  we  had  the  power,  yet.  if  this  conformity  be  pro- 
dticed,  not  by  their  own  uncontrolled  judgments, 
btM  by  a  wish  to  gratify  or  a  ftar  of  offending 
us,  they  are  not  the  Ministers  of  the  Constitation, 
bot  the  humble  instruments  of  our  own  ^11.  It 
is  just  as  improper  that  we  should  control  the  Ex- 
e6i(titfe  as  that  ne  should  control  tts.  We  should 
all  confine  ourselves  strictly  to  our  sphere,  and 
sabmit  eheerfally  to  the  conduct  of  each,  as  long 
as  it  is  within  the  scope  of  the  Constitution.  I  do 
dot  fear  that  the  President  will  be  alarmed  by  this 
motion,  if  it  be  adopted,  into  an  abandonment  of 
the  policy  which  the  suggestions  of  his  own  judg- 
ment have  recommended  to  him.  If  he  should  be, 
he  is  unworthy  of  the  high  trust  confided  to  him. 
Bat  its  tendency,  without  any  adequate  object, 
will  be  to  annoy  and  embarrass  him ;  and  the  ex- 
ample will  be  deleterious,  because  it  may,  in  worse 
titnes,  serve  as  a  precedent  to  sanction  similar 
measures,  intended  for  sinister  purposes,  (for  which 
this  is  not,)  and  crowned  with  fatal  success.  We 
shottid  never  countenance  any  measure,  however 
good  its  motives,  which  may  bare  such  a  pemi- 
otous  tendency.  I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that 
atiy  one  here  wilt  vote  for  this  mottoo  in  the  hope 
that  it  will  embarraps,  coerce,  or  reproach  the 
President.  Bot  I  think  that  all  will  acknowledge, 
that,  if  it  should  not  have  this  efllbct,  it  can  hare 
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none  all.  It  might,  indeed,  have  the  effect  of  rm- 
dering  the  President  obnoxious  to  popular  resent- 
ment, by  showing  our  importmut^  and  his  perti- 
nacity, and  by  implying  distrust  m  htm,  and  re- 
proach for  the  course  which  hejHirsnes.  And  it 
may  have  the  farther  eflfect  of  inducing  a  belief 
that  we  think  he  has  wantonly  disregarded  the 
voice  of  public  sentiment,  and  have  determined  to 
goad  faiin  with  it  until  he  shall  be  forced  to  obey 
it.  No  statesman  can  desire  such  consequences. 
Why,  then,  when  we  know  that  the  President 
d»es  not  intend  to  send  a  Minister,  are  we  re- 
quired to  make  an  appropriation?  An3  this  he 
has  told  us,  by  his  conduct,  as  unequivocally  as 
the  plainest  language  could  speak.  For  reasons 
satisfactory  to  himself,  he  has,  on  his  ovo  respon- 
sibility, after  deliberating  on  our  resolution,  and 
coosnlting  the  lights  he  possesses,  and  carenilly, 
and  no  doubt  anxiously,  weighing  the  whole  mat- 
ter, come  to  ^is  determination.  And,  faowerfr 
some  gentleman  may  regret  this  determination, 
we  cannot  control  it;  W6  should  not  attempt  it. 
We  have  discharged  our  duty  to  the  Patriots  and 
the  President ;  we  have  done  all  we  could  rig^t- 
fally  do;  we  ajfretd  to  make  an  appropriation,  if 
he  would  take  it ;  he  will  not  use  it.  What  more 
can  we,  should  we  do?  If  we  could  force  the 
President  to  recognition,  what  will  the  country 
gain  by  it?   And  what  may  it  not  lose? 

I  would  dictate  to,  I  would  coerce  the  Execu- 
tive, or  any  other  man  or  men,  however  exalted, 
as  promptlv  as  any  other  individual  would,  if  I 
had  the  risnt  to  do  it,  and  could  thereby  acniere 
any  desirable  end.  But  I  cannot  vote  for  a  prop- 
osition which  can  produce  no  practical  good,  and 
ma^  do  mischief  by  its  operation,  its  construction, 
or  its  example. 

I  hare  another  objection  to  this  motion:  It  is, 
that  it  Will  force  the  President^  when  the  tdU  shall 
be  presented  to  him  for  his  signature  either  to  re- 
ject the  whole  appropriation,  or^  by  his  sigoatare, 
give  his  assent  to  this  approi^lation  for  a  Minister. 
And,  in  the  latter  event,  he  might  be  suppned  to 
be  bound  to  send  a  Minister,  because  he  had  ap- 
proved an  appropriation  for  that  purpose.  Sir,  we 
act  on  our  own  responsibility ;  let  the  President 
act  on  his.  I  am  not  wilting  (if  I  had  the  power) 
to  take  it  from  him,  or  to  impose  any  more  on  farm 
than  the  Constitution  imposes.  Let  him.  With  the 
exception  of  Constitutional  restraint,  and  that  of 
bis  own  conscience  and  judgment,  be  as  free  as 
air.  It  is  our  interest  as  well  as  his  that  he  shoold 
be.  Let  us  attend  carefully  to  our  own  duties, 
and  enjoy  our  own  privileges,  and  permit  him  to 
enjoy  his  rights  and  discharge  bis  duties  in  his 
own  way,  witfaont  interference,  dictation,  or  an- 
noyance. This  policy  is  safe  to  all.  Any  other  is 
dan^-rous.  If  we  repeatedly  press  this  subject  on 
the  Executive,  lha  inference  will  be  that  we  dd  it 
to  coerce  him. 

I  have  thus  crudely  endeavored  to  show  my  ob- 
jections to  this  motion,  and  the  consistency  m  my 
conduct.  My  opinions  may  be  wrong,  yet  they 
are  my  opinions,  and  may  justify  or  conwmn  my 
course.  But  I  submit  it  to  the  candor  of  those 
who  hear  me  to  say,  wh^erthe  rote  I  gave  at  the 
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last  session,  and  that  which  I  shall  dow  give,  are 
□ot  in  perfect  coasonance,  and  whether  any  other 
course  woald  not  be  iacoogruous?  Is  it  consist- 
ent with  the  Tote  of  last  sessioii  to  make  this  ap- 
proiHtatioD?  We  care  the  rote  last  Winter  for 
the  infomMtion  and  sapport  of  the  President,  and 
would  not  have  adopted  It  for  any  other  or  stronger 
purpose.  We  know  now  that  he  needs  no  further 
appropriation,  if  we  make  it.  How  can  ve  con- 
sistently, then,  vith  the  objects  of  the  rote  of  last 
session,  adopt  this  amendment? 

Sir,  the  appeal  which  has  been  joat  made  to  us 
hf  mf  colleague,  (Mr.  Clat,)  is  as  sensibly  felt 
1^  me  as  by  any  other  member  of  this  House ;  and 
DO  one  would  promote  his  pwsonal  interests,  or 
Ratify  his  feelings,  where  it  could  be  done  con- 
sisiently  with  puUic  duty,  sooner  than  I  would. 
I  know  be  will  acknowledge  the  sincerity  of  this 
declanition.  He  is  not  witnoat  proofs  of  it.  But 
whaterer  may  be  my  incIiQations,  personal  con- 
sidmittons  most  give  way  when  they  carry  me  to 
the  boQBdaries  of  my  power,  and  encroach  on  the 
coafincB  of  prineii^e.  I  Toted  with  my  colleagoe 
last  Winter^  for  the  reawnis  which  I  bare  men- 
tioned with  mereased  pleasare,  because  I  wns  aid- 
ing him  in  that  which  was  to  him  a  splendid  tri- 
amph,  and  one  which  was  achieved  without  sacri- 
fice of  principle.  I  knew  that  be  would  soon  leave 
us,  (which  I  Wgtetf)  and  I  was  anxious  that  he 
should  retire  with  honor  and  applause;  and,  in 
regard  to  that  retirement,  (which  1  hope  will  only 
be  temporary,)  I  thought  jt  but  due  to  his  distio- 

Eniflhea  services  that  bb  country  should  say  to 
im,  as  Jove  did  to  Hector — 
"T«t  live,  I  gin  thee  one  illostrious  day. 
One  bhuM  of  gloiy,  'ere  thou  fhd'st  away." 

Sit,  the  vote  of  last  Winter,  by  ^vii^  success 
to  his  exertions  for  the  Patriots,  did  crown  him 
with  laordii.  I  would  not  wither  them,  or  jUaek 
one  leaf  from  the  bright  wreath.  I  wish  they  may 
flourish  and  be  forever  green.  But  I  cannot  water 
them  by  tbe  vote  I  am  about  to  give.  I  am  sorry 
the  motion  is  made.  I  hoped  that  tbe  subject 
was  buried  last  Winter,  and  that  it  should  not  be 
resuscitated.  To  carry  the  motion  can  confer  no 
additional  honor  on  the  mover;  to  lose  it,  may 
diminish  the  glory  of  tbe  triumph  he  has  won.  If 
he  would  be  content  with  an  abstract  expression 
of  our  feelings  towards  the  Patriots,  although  it  ia 
unnecessary  and  superfiuoua.  (having  done  this  be- 
fore,) X  would  Tote  for  it,  because  it  will  speak 
only  what  I  feel  in  common  with  my  constituents, 
and  will  not  be  liable  to  the  principal  objections 
which  I  have  to  the  proposition  which  be  has 
made.  And  why  would  not  such  a  resolution  sa- 
tisfy bU  his  wishes?  Why  annoy  the  Executive, 
session  afler  session,  with  our  opinion  and  advice, 
when  we  know  that  he  does  not  desire  them,  and 
will  not  conform  to  ihem?  And  why  do  this,  too, 
when  every  legitimate  or  desirable  object  has  been 
already  acnieved,  and  can  be  again  effected,  if 
desired,  as  far  as  the  Patriots  are  to  be  benefitted, 
in  the  manner  which  I  have  just  suggested? 

I  have  been  chained  witn  fiutidiousness  and 
metn^ydeal  diatuctiiKu.  I  will  only  icy,  that 
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tbe  reasons  of  my  vote  belong  to  my  judgment 
and  eonseienoe.  My  feelings  tovrards  the  Exeeo- 
tive  can  never  induce  me  to  give  a  vote  which  my 
judgment  disapproves.  It  will  be  well  if  all  others 
are  in  the  same  situation.  No  personal  ccmsider- 
ations  influence  me.  I  hope  I  stand  on  higher  and 
prouder  ^oand — on  ground  consecrated  by  prin- 
ciples and  not  men.  T  do  not  court  Executirc 
smiles — I  do  not  fear  Executive  froWns.  I  have 
nothing  to  gain  by  the  one — nothing  to  lose  by  the 
other.  And  on  this  subject  I  need  only  refer  to 
my  course  in  this  House  for  four  years.  When  I 
believe  the  Executive  wrong  I  oppose  him ;  when 
right,  I  defend  him:  and  while  1  would  never  op- 
pose a  measure  which  my  judgment  should  ap- 
prove merely  because  the  Executive  might  be  op- 
posed to  it,  1  would  never  advocate  one  which  my 
judgmoit  should  not  approve,  merely  to  annoy  or 
emMrrass  hiiA. 

I  httve  not  stld  any  thing  about  the  policy  of  re- 
cognition, because  I  rose  only  to  vindicate  my  own 
vote,  wiraont  intending  or  expecting  to  hduertce 
those  of  other  members ;  and  because  whole 
decision  of  that  subject  belongjs  to  another  depart- 
tttent,  from  whose  judgment,  right  or  wrong,  there 
is  no  appeal.  And  this  shows  the  inefficacy  of 
our  argument  on  tbat  point.  I  am,  therefore,  sor- 
|M'^d  to  hear  arguments  intended  to  prove  that  it 
IS  right  to  recc^nise,  and  appeals  made  to  our  feel- 
ings to  enlist  us  in  the  cause  of  recognition.  If 
we  intend  to  do  no  more  than  our  duty,  these  ar- 
guments and  appeals  are  unnecessary ;  for  we  know 
that  we  cannot  recognise  more  than  we  have  al- 
ready done.  All  must  now  be  done  by  the  Pres- 
ident. 

But  while  on  this  subject  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that 
I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  cantfoue  course 
which  the  Executive  has  observed  towards  the 
Patriots  has  been  unwise.  He  imderstands  the 
whole  subject,  and  I  hare  no  dtmbt  the  motives 
and  reasons  which  have  directed  him  are  good  and 
disinterested.  And  I  must  say,  too,  that  1  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  people  are  dissatisfied. 
It  is  true,  that  they  feel  a  deep  solicitude  for  the 
BQccess  of  the  Patriots,  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
tbey  condemn  their  Gtovemment  for  not  entang- 
ling itself  with  their  destinies.  Having  already^ 
through  their  proper  or^ns,  expre^ed  their  f«4- 
iags,  tbey  are  content  to  leave  the  decision  to  the 
discretion  and  judgment  of  that  department  to 
which  they  have  confided  all  the  power  that  now 
remains  to  be  exerted ;  and  with  wnatev»  decision 
it  shall  make,  I  believe  they  will  be  satisfied.  For 
myself  I  can  say  that^  having  discharged  my  duty, 
I  am  willing  that  the  President  shouU  freely  dis- 
cbarge his.  "With  whatever  he  shall  do  I  shall  be 
content.  I  do  not  vrish  to  control  his  condnet — I 
am  unwilling  to  be  responsible  for  it. 

Bnt,  before  I  sit  down,  I  declare  that,  if  the  Prev- 
ident  should  determine  to  send  a  Minister  to  any 
of  the  Patriot  GloTernmenta  of  South  America,  no 
man  will  be  more  gratified  than  I  shall  be ;  not 
only  because  such  an  event  might  animate  the  Pa- 
triots, and  facilitate  and  cmfinn  their  triumphs, 
but  because,  after  the  prudent,  cautious  policy  of 
the  Enentire  hoetofwe,  it  would  be  the  strongest 
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and  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  capacity, 
moral  and  physical,  to  maintain  their  independ- 
mce,  and  to  preserve  and  rajoy  its  rights  and  its 
blessings. 

When  Mr.  R.  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  advocated,  decidedly 
and  earnestly,  an  immediate  and  unqualified  re- 
cognition of  South  American  independence. 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Goonecticut,  followed  on  the 
same  side,  and  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of 
the  amendment 

Mr.  Tbihble,  of  KeotQcky,  also  advocated,  at 
■ome  length,  the  adoption  of  the  woposition. 

Hr.  Cdlpepbb,  of  North  Cartuina,  stated  suc- 
cinctly why  he  should  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mi.  Clay  again  occupied  the  floor  some  time 
in  repW  to  Mr.  Lownoss,  and  in  a  zealous  sup- 
port of'^the  proposition- 
Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  laiefly  offered  the 
reasons  which  influenced  him  to  oppose  the  [wop- 
osition. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the 
proposed  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 
For  the  amendment.  73;  against  it,  77. 

The  Committee  Inen  rose  and  reputed  the  bill 
and  the  amendments  made  thereto  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cdlbrbth  moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the 
t^l^  brfore  the  amendments  were  acted  on,  with 
the  new  of  first  acting  on  the  bill  reported  by  htm 
to-day  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  offiem  and 
clerks  in  the  civil  department  of  Govenunent ;  bat, 
before  this  motion  was  decided,  the  Honse  ad- 
journed. 


Wednisbday,  February  7. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  North  Carolina, 
William  S.  Blackledoe,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Jesse  Blocumb, 
appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Forrest,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  4th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  respecting 
certain  loans  of  lead  aod  gunpowder  by  tne  ord- 
nance department  to  certain  individuals,  made  a 
report  thereon,  giving  the  view  which  the  com- 
mittee entertain  of  the  traosaetion.  but  not  recom- 
mending any  interposititm  on  the  part  of  this 
House ;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Spbaker  laid  beftnre  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  detail- 
ing their  operations  subsequent  to  their  report 
dated  the  6th  of  February  last ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Com- 
modore Tucker,  and  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  Stat^ 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  were  twice  read,  and 
committm. 

Mr.  UosBSTsoN  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Remthed,  Thst  the  CommitlM  on  Military  Albirs 
b*  iBstmetod  to  ioqaire  into  the  expMtaej  of  eslab- 
fiihing  at  some  eligible  place  on  the  Wealem  wetns 
a-BiUuarj  aeadamy. 


And  the  question  being  taken  on  agreeing 
thereto,  without  debate,  it  was  decided  in  the 
neniUve. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  col- 
lectors of  customs  to  pay  debentures  on  loaf  sujrar, 
and  spirits  distilled  from  molasses,  exported.  The 
committee  having  filled  the  blanks  therein — 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Hoiue,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stobbs,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  rnmrtof  the 
Committee  of  Claims  unfavorable  to  the  petitim 
of  Alvio  Brooson,  (who,  having  a  boat  in  the 
public  service  on  Lake  Ontario,  during  the  late 
war,  which  was  sunk  by  the  commanding  offieo* 
to  save  the  boat  and  its  cargo  of  munitions  fnm 
capture  by  the  enony,  but  was  captured  ikotwith- 
standing,  now  prays  compensation  for  the  said 
boat.) 

Mr.  Storss  opposed  the  report  very  zealously, 
and  concluded  a  long  speech  against  it  by  moving 
to  reverse  the  report  and  instruct  the  committee  to 
prepare  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 

Messrs.  McCoy,  EowARneof  Connecticut,  and 
Metcalf,  argued  at  some  length  to  sustain  the 
re[>ort,  and  to  show  that  the  petitioner  was  not 
entitled  to  relief  either  under  the  claims  law  of 
1816,  or  anv  other  rule,  as  the  boat  would  inevi- 
tably have  oeea  captured,  if  it  had  not  been  taken 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Stobbs  rejoined  at  great  length,  but  his 
motion  was  ultimately  negaUved ;  and  the  House 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Andebson, 
went  into  Committee,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Buntin,  which  it  considered,  and 
agreed  to  report. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  the  hill  farther  to 
regulate  the  issuing  of  patents  for  soldiers*  bonnty 
lands. 

The  discussion  of  this  bill  occupied  the  Hoase 
until  4  o'clock ;  in  which  Messrs.  Monell,  Cook, 
Hardin.  McCoy,  Fuller,  and  Rbga  engaged, 
and  in  the  coarse  of  whicn  Mr.  McCoy,  to  de- 
stroy the  bill,  moved  to  strike  oat  its  first  section. 
Before  this  moUon  was  decided,  the  Committee 
rose,  uid  reported  then:  proceedings  lo  the  House; 
when  it  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  last  bill, 
and  that  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Bustin  wks  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PAT  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  CooEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  bill : 

Be  it  enaetedy  tfc.  That,  from  and  sfter  the  first 
diy  of  May  next,  there  ■hill  bs  paid  to  the  officers  of 
the  Army  the  fbllowing  ■slsries,  in  lien  of  tbeir  prt»- 
ent  pay  and  emolaments,  to  wit: 

To  a  Brigadier  General  three  thoagand  dollars  per 
annom  ;  to  the  Paymaater  General,  two  tbouaand  foai 
hnndred  dollars ;  to  the  Adjotant  General,  two  tboa- 
aand  dollsri ;  to  the  Inspector  General,  two  tbousand 
dollars ;  to  the  Assistant  Adjotant  General,  osetboa- 
sand  MS  hondred  doHais;  to  the  Asnstant  laapectBr 
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Gencnd,  one  tboonod  nx  hnndred  dolUra;  to  the 
Qaartermuter  General,  three  thonund  dollars ;  to  a 
Deputy  QuartermaBter  General,  one  tbooaand  aix  hun- 
dred dollars ;  to  the  Judge  Advocate,  two  thouand  dol- 
lar! ;  to  the  ComtniMary  General  of  Snbaisteoce,  two 
thonaand  doUiin  ;  to  the  Commiaaar;  General  of  Par- 
chafeB,two  Uiouaand  dollare ;  to  the  Aaaiitant  Commia- 
ttij  General  of  Purchases,  one  thousand  dollars  ;  to  a 
Cotonel,  one  thouaand  dollars ;  to  a  Lieatenaot  Colo- 
nel, one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars ;  to  a  Major, 
one  thouaand  five  hundred  dollars  ;  to  a  Captain,  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  to  a  First  Lteolenant,  eight 
hundred  dollars ;  to  a  Second  Lieutenant,  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ;  to  a  Third  Lieatenaat,  eeren 
hoadrBd  and  fifty  dollus. 

Bbc  S.  And  he  it  farther  etuuted.  That  when  sub- 
altema  are  employed  in  the  Staff  of  the  Army,  they 
aluUI  receive,  in  addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line,  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  eigh^  dollars  per  annum 
for  the  time  they  are  so  employed. 

8kc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be 
paid  to  the  Surgeon  General,  two  thousand  dollars ; 
to  the  Apothecary  General,  Cue  thotuaod  five  hun- 
dred doUara ;  to  a  Regimental  8nrge«i»  one  thousand 
two  hundred  dollara;  and  to  aa  Aariataot  Surgeon, 
nine  hundred  doltsrs. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be 
paid  to  the  Professor  of  Natural  and  Experimental 
Philosophy,  one  thousand  dollars,  and  to  hia  AsMstant, 
seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  to  tiie  Professor  of 
Mathematics,  one  thousand  dollars ;  to  his  Assistant, 
seven  hundred  dollars;  to  the  Profeeeor  of  the  art  of 
Endearing,  one  thouaand  dotlara;  to  his  Aasietant, 
■even  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Cba|dsin  and  ProAeaor 
of  Oeegra|Ay,  Hiatory,  and  Bthtcs,  one  thousand 
dirilars;  to  the  Teacher  of  the  French  Language, 
seven  hundred  dollars;  to  the  Teacher  of  Drawing, 
■even  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Master  of  the  Sword, 
five  handred  dollars ;  to  a  Cadet,  one  hundred  and 
Ihity-four  dollars,  per  annum,  and  two  rations  per  day* 

8<c.  fi.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  diall 
be  retained  in  service  twelve  military  atorekeepwa, 
each  with  a  salary  of  seven  hundred  and  fitly  dollars. 

Sac.  fi.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  any 
oflBuMf  of  the  Army  is  ordered  from  one  post  to  ano* 
ther,  he  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  twelve  and  a  half 
cenU  per  mite  for  travelling,  in  lieu  of  transporUtion. 

8kc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enaeled.  That  when  an 
officer  chooses  to  draw  rations  or  forage  in  kind,  there 
sliall  be  deducted  for  the  aame,  from  his  compensa- 
tion, a  sum  equal  to  the  contract  price  of  each  rotiona 
or  forage. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 
OENBRAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  coosideratioQ  of 
the  general  appropriation  hilt,  and  the  amendments 
niade  thereto  by  ^e  Committee  of  the  Whole— 
the  motioa  being  still  pending  which  was  made 
by  Mr.  Culbretb  on  yesterday,  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  with  the  view  of  taking  up  the  bill  to 
reduce  the  salaries  in  the  Ciril  Departmenta  of  the 
GovefDinent. 

The  motioa  to  lay  the  appropriation  bill  on  the 
table  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, and  Btorr8,  and  wan  advocated,  for  the 
purpose  proposed,  by  Mr.  Cocke.  The  motion 
was  negatired,  without  a  division. 
16th  Con.  2d  8Esa.^-34 


H.  OF  R. 


The  discussion  was  renewed  and  continued 
some  time  on  some  of  the  items  which  had  been 
the  subject  of  debate  in  the  Committee — particu- 
larly the  appropriation  for  opening  a  road  from 
the  United  Slates'  military  road  m  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  to  the  old  road  leading  from  Nat^ 
cnez  to  NasDville,  which  was  defended  1^  Iilr. 
Rankin,  at  some  lengtii,  and  in  the  discussion  of 
which  Messrs.  Storhs,  Bctles  of  Loaiaiana, 
McLean  <^  Kentucky,  and  Rbea,  engaged.  In 
the  end,  this  appropriation  was  nt^bred.  The 
amendments  having  all  been  disposed  of— 

The  hill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, laid  on  the  table,  with  the  view  of  afford- 
ing to  Mr.  Clav  an  oppormnity  of  reoe^og,  in 
the  House,  the  moti<m  unsuccessfully  made  by 
him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  Tuesday ; 
that  gendeman  beine  now  absent  on  the  commit- 
tee a))pointed  on  the  Missouri  subject--whieh 
committee  obtained  leave  yesterday  to  hold  its  sit- 
tings during  the  sessions  of  the  House. 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  Mr.  Barbour  gave 
notice  that  he  should  on  to-morrow  move  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Wht^  on  the  subjects  xet- 
ative  to  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Baldwin  gave  notice  that  he  should  on 
Monday  next  move  to  go  into  a  Clommitteeof  the 
Whole  on  tbe  tariff  ana  auction  duties'  bills;  aad 
the  House  adjourned. 


TborSday,  February  8. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Morrison ;  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  CD  the  table. 

Mr.  Bdtler,  of  I^ouisiana,  submitted  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table  one  day : 

Retoloed,  That  the  Seeratsry  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  Hoaso  the  ^mgreas  which  has  been 
made  by  the  Board  of  Gngmeers  in  determining  the 
sites,  and  plans  of  the  fortifieations  of  the  coast  of  tho 
United  States  ;  the  sites  which  may  have  been  select- 
ed ;  the  estimate  of  the  expense  in  completing  the  sev- 
eral works ;  tbe  number  of  troops  necessary  to  gar- 
rison them  in  peace,  and  in  war ;  the  progress  made 
in  erecting  the  fortifications  ;  the  advantagea  resiritiog 
from  the  system  when  completed,  partieolarly  fai  re- 
ducing the  expense  of  defonding  the  Atiantic  fiootier. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  tides,  to  wit: 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Buntin;"  and 
"An  act  to  authorize  tbe  collectors  of  customs  to 
pay  debentures  issued  on  the  erportation  of  loaf 
sugar,  and  spirits  distilled  from  molasses were 
severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  die  Hotiae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to  ascertain  and 
report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  elecuon;  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in  by 
die  House.    Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  SsReEAirr,  and  Ab. 
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Yah  Rennbelabb,  wm  appointed  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  Hoase. 

THE  NAVy. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  re- 
soWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
which  concludes  by  recommending  to  the  House 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Retobed,  That  t  NatsI  Peae*  EiUbiiihnent  ought 
to  be  fixed  by  law. 

Mr.  Barbour,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  rose,  and  in  a  speech  of  consider- 
able length,  submitted  his  reasons  in  faror  of  fix- 
ing, by  law.  a  Peace  Establishmoit  for  the  Nary, 
and  for  making  the  reduetiou  therein  which  are 
susses  ted  in  the  report. 

Mr.  FoLLis,  of  Massachusette,  replied  to  Mr. 
Barbour,  in  a  speech  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
of  which  the  followtng  is  only  a  brief  sketch.  He 
■aid  that  the  Peace  EstaWshment  of  the  Army,  as 
&r  as  it  was  practicable,  was  fixed  by  the  annual 
appropriation ;  bat  that  there  was  a  wide  differ- 
eikce  between  the  circumstances  which  rendered  a 
Peace  Establishment  proper  for  the  Army,  and 
those  which  apply  to  the  Nary.  That  the  Army, 
in  time  of  peace,  had  little  occupation,  except  in 
maintaining  the  sereral  frontier  posts,  and  some- 
times to  check  a  predatory  inuption  of  savages. 
On  the  other  hand,  said  he,  the  Nary  may  be  con- 
sidered, in  some  degree,  as  enmfed  in  perpetual 
active  service,  as  arduous  and  indispensable  as  ac- 
tual war.  On  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  the  Pacific 
ocean,  and  often  on  the  Mediterranean,  this  ser- 
Tice  was  little  difierent  from  war  itself.  The 
Naval  Establishmmt,  fixed  during  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration,  had  been  found  very  inconrenient, 
and  bad  been  gradually  abandoned.  On  the  re- 
turn of  peace,  when  the  Army  was  placed  on  a 
Peace  Establishment,  it  was  considered  unwise  to 
limit  the  Nary,  nther  as  to  ships,  officers,  or  sea- 
men, except  hj  the  actual  appropriation.  By  this 
sjrstem,  when  any  emergency  called  for  an  addi- 
tional force,  durmg  the  Summer,  or  before  the 
session  of  Congress,  the  Executive  could,  forth- 
with, despatch  such  as  be  deemed  necessary,  with- 
out conreninfi[  the  Legislature.  But  what  could 
require,  at  this  moment,  such  an  establishment, 
Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  unable  to  comprehend.  Did 
any  one  doubt  the  prudence  of  the  Executive,  and 
his  dbpositiou  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  Navy, 
and  all  others,  as  much  as  possible  t  Let  ^mtle- 
men  advert  to  a  document  of  the  last  session,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  seamen  in 
sOTtce  at  that  time  was  4,354,  whereas  the  num- 
ha  for  the  presoit  year  is  only  S,933,  a  redaction 
of  about  one-third.  Sorely,  said  Mr.  F.,  such  a 
sudden  reduction  oueht  to  satisfy  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  of  the  disposition  to  retrench.  But 
the  report  proposes  a  further  redttction  to  about 
2,500.  Now,  Mr.  F.  continued,  this  would  be  ex- 
tremely pernicious  to  our  commerce  in  several 
quarters  of  the  world,  and  no  less  so  to  our  naval 
reputation.  Instead  of  sending  only  schooners  of 
12  guns  each  on  the  coast  of  Africa^  which  are 
liaUe  to  be  overpowered  by  a  combination  of  slave 
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ships,  which  are  often  of  considoable  force,  it  is 
proper  to  send,  at  least  sometimes,  even  larger 
vessds  than  we  have  hitherto  employed. 

In  the  West  Indies,  Mr.  F.  said,  especially  in 
the  Windward  islands,  our  commerce,  durine  the 

SBst  year,  from  May  to  November,  was  almost 
efenceless.  The  depredations  committed  in  the 
nei^borhood  of  St.  Thomas  had  been  such  as 
greatly  to  diminish  and  discourage  almost  the 
only  profitable  commerce  with  the  Spanish  Main 
adjacent  to  those  islands,  it  being  well  known  that 
St.  Thomas  was  a  free  port,  and  consequently  a 
convenient  depot  and  general  rendezvous  for  our 
merchantmen.  We  have  official  documents  to 
confirm  thb  statement,  and  from  merchants  resi- 
dent there  with  whom  he  had  conversed.  He 
was  assured  that  much  greater  annoyance  had 
been  sulfered,  and  that  many-ltres  had  been  sacri- 
ficed by  those  merciless  puntes.  In  the  PaclfiCj 
Mr.  F.  said,  besides  our  wbale  fidimes,  we  have 
had  a  valuable  trade;  and,  although  a  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  had  lately  styled  the 
merchants  engaged  in  that  commerce  "a  few  ad- 
venturers from  Boston,"  he  would  assure  the  Com- 
mittee that  ther  were  honorable  adventurers,  en- 
gaged in  a  lawful  traffic,  and  their  laudable  exer- 
tions, while  they  were  gradually  reviving  the 
capital,  and  increasing  the  resources  of  their  coun- 
try, were  restoring  the  revenue  and  the  credit  of 
the  Government.  He  was  sorry,  Mr.  F.  added, 
to  hear  such  men  stigmatized  as  "adventurers," 
because  they  complained  of  the  paper  blockade  of 
Lord  Cochrane,  as  the  outoage  of  an  unprincipled 
freebooter.  Except  Caliao,  the  port  of  Lima,  the 
Chilian  fieet  had  never  attempted  actually  to 
Uockade  a  single  port ;  and  he  was  sorry  that  any 
gentleman  shimtd  treat  a  remonstrance  against 
lueh  a  measure  with  disrespect  The  presence  of 
a  respectaUe  force  in  the  Pacific  would  prevent 
Lord  Cochrane,  and  those  with  whom  he  acted, 
from  daring  to  invade  our  righto,  whether  in  cap- 
turing ships,  or  enticing  or  kidnapiHng  our  sea- 
men. It  was  not  intended,  nor  was  there  any 
danger  of  involving  us  in  a  war  with  these  Pa- 
triots, so  much  the  object  of  regard.  Our  officers 
were  limited  by  their  instructions,  and  no  one 
doubted  their  faithful  and  discreet  observance. 

With  regard  to  reducing  the  officers  of  our 
Navy,  Mr.  F.  said,  we  could  not  do  it  without  a 
dereliction  of  the  great  system  which  we  had  com- 
meoced  in  1816,  of  the  "  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy."  If  the  Committee  were  prepared  for  this, 
it  might  be  in  their  view  consistent  to  dismiss  the 
officers ;  but  the  nation,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  con- 
vinced,  would  raise  its  voice  against  such  an  ahainr 
donment.  It  would  dishonor  us  in  the  eyes  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  affi>rd  a  precious  triumph  lo 
our  eoenues.  By  comparing  the  comptemokt  fur- 
nished by  the  Navy  Department  for  the  ships  now 
in  service,  it  appears  that  when  the  seventy-fours 
and  frigates  provided  for  by  law  are  finished,  a 
greater  number  of  officers  will  be  required  to  bring 
them  into  service  than  are  now  in  commission. 
It  was  easier,  Mr.  F.  said,  and  would  require  a 
shorter  time,  to  build  ships  than  to  train  officers 
fit  to  command  them.   The  officers  of  the  Nary- 
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who  had  reached  the  higher  grades  had,  withoat 
exception,  been  in  serrice  from  tfa«r  earliest  youth, 
and,  without  such  actoal  expaience,  and  passing 
through  ail  the  jtrndes.  they  could  not  be  qualified 
to  command. '  This,  thoagh  in  somemeasure  true 
of  officers  in  the  Army,  was  far  more  so  in  the 
Nary;  and,  indeed,  be  oelieTed,  scarcely  an  ex- 
ception existed  in  the  last  war.  In  the  highest 
grade  known  in  our  Nary,  the  pay  was  hardly 
equal  to  the  salaries  of  chief  clerics  id  the  depart- 
ments ;  and,  after  having  spent  their  lires  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  it  is  proposed,  by  this  re- 

Srt,  to  dismiss  them  without  ceremony  or  regard, 
e  could  not  agree  to  the  justice  of  this,  and  he 
was  confident  it  would  be  as  destructive  to  the 
naval  force  as  it  would  be  disgraceful ;  for  what 
father,  after  seeing  such  a  termination  of  the  la- 
bors and  of  the  glorious  career  of  one<faalf  our 
officers,  in  a  few  short  years  after  their  wounds 
are  healed,  will  pnmit  hu  sons  to  fomn  in  such 
a  service  1  It  would  be  madness.  When  war 
shall  come  hereafter,  and  war  must  come,  how- 
ever we  may  deprecate  its  horrors,  our  country 
will  too  late  repent  this  act  of  ill-timed,  of  waste- 
ful retrenchment  Mr.  F.  concluded  by  saying, 
that  the  measures  proposed  by  the  report  and  reso- 
lution were  peculiarly  inexpedient  towards  the 
close  of  the  session,  when  the  other  public  busi- 
ness would  leave  little  time  to  arrange  the  details 
of  any  bill  which  could  be  introduced  with  the 
view  propoKd  by  the  majority  of  the  Narai  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  much  at 
large  in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbouh,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  report  of  the  committtee,  and  a  reduction 
of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Babbour  replied  at  some  length,  and  Mr. 
Fuller  rejoined. 

Mr.  Mbios,  of  New  York,  stated  sneeinetly  the 
leaaooB  which  would  indace  him  to  rote  against 
the  report. 

Mr.  Lowhbbs  admitted  the  propriety  of  fixing 
by  law  the  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  but  being 
decidedly  opposed  to  any  reduction  of  the  estab- 
lishment as  at  present  constituted,  in  support  of 
which  opinion  he  briefly  gave  bis  reasons,  he 
moved  to  add  to  the  resiuotion  the  following 
ivoriso: 

Provided,  That  the  nnmber  of  coauniaMOoed  offi- 
cers to  be  anthorised,  shall  not  be  lets  than  that  of 
thoM  who  ara  now  eomniissioBed  in  the  uval  senricf. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  ayes  76,  noes 
54 i  and 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  reso- 
lution to  the  House,  as  amended. 

Mr.  BARBotfR,  after  stating  his  objections  to  the 
amendment,  sa^;ested  that,  in  its  present  shape, 
it  would  prevent  a  reduction  of  Uie  number  of 
surgeons,  who  were  commissioned  officers,  and 
might  restrict  the  committee  in  the  bill  to  be  re- 
ported, to  an  extent,  perhaps,  not  intended  by  the 
mover. 

Considerable  debate  followed,  as  well  on  the 
main  object  of  the  report  as  on  the  amendment, 
in  whicA  Messrs.  Barboob,  Eitstis,  Mercbb, 
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Silbbbb,  and  Lownoes  participated,  mme  or  less ; 
Mr.  Mebcbb  entering  a  good  deal  into  the  whole 
ground  of  contrornsy,  in  arguing  against  the 

rqport. 

To  accommodate  the  riews  of  other  gentlemoa, 
Mr.  Lowndes  moved  so  to  modify  his  amendr 
ment  as  to  read :  "  Prorided,  the  number  of  cap- 
tains, lieutenants,  and  midshipmen,  shall  not  be 

less,"  &c. 

On  the  su^estion  of  Mr.  8il8BEB,  masters  com- 
mandant were  included  in  the  modification. 

Mr.  TaiHBLB  said,  that  he  had  voted  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  for  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Lowndes,)  for  mitigating  the  proposed  reduction; 
but,  from  the  remarks  just  made  by  the  chairman 
of  the  special  committee  who  had  reported  the 
reacdution,  he  was  fearfol  that  the  committee 
would  be  so  much  restricted  by  the  amendment 
that  it  would  not  be  able  to  give  the  Peace  Estab- 
lishment the  most  efficient  organization  whidi 
might  be  adopted. 

He  did  not  intend  to  attempt  a  discussion  of 
the  subject,  and  would  only  ask  leave  to  express 
his  opinion,  which  was  decidedly  against  reduc- 
ing the  Navy.  His  reflections  had  conducted  him 
to  the  conclusion,  that,  for  the  future,  nations 
would  wage  war  for  maritime  supremacy ;  that 
the  theatre  of  contest  would  be  the  ocean,  and  not 
the  land ;  and  that  the  dominion  of  the  seas  would 
be  the  primary  object  of  the  commercial  world. 
Upon  this  element,  said  he,  we  come  in  contact 
witli,  all  the  commercial  and  maritime  Powers, 
but  with  none  so  often  as  Oreat  Britain.  Contest 
with  her  could  not  be  avoided.  She  was  too  jeal- 
ous of  us  as  a  rival  to  be  easy.  There  were  sMne 
thinffs  in  her  land  and  naval  serrice  which  he 
could  not  approve,  but,  taken  in  the  aggregate 
she  was  the  most  potent  maritime  Power  that  had 
ever  existed ;  ancL  what  was  not  less  important,she 
bad,  with  all  her  faults^  a  mass  of  intellectual  power 
that  would  gire  actirity  and  imptilse  to  her  mari- 
time means.  In  a  word,  he  said,  it  was  our  des- 
tiny to  stand  in  conflict  with  the  most  powerful, 
the  most  heroic,  and  perhaps,  with  all  her  failings, 
the  most  magnanimous  maritime  Power  the  wond 
had  ever  known ;  and  for  that  reason,  if  be  had  no 
other,  he  would  oppose  any  reduction  of  the  Navy. 
On  the  contrary,  he  wished  to  see  it  placed  upon 
the  most  efficient  footing.  If  the  amendment  re- 
stricts the  committee  in  that  respect,  he  would 
rather  see  it  modified.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee intimates  that  it  will  not,  and  Mr.  T.  was 
satisfied. 

After  some  farther  debate  on  the  part  of  Messrs. 
Surra  of  Maryland,  Barboor,  Silbbbb,  Wil- 
liahb  of  North  Carolina,  Cobb,  and  Flotu,  the 
modification  of  the  proviso  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  add  $eamm  also  to  it; 
but  the  motion  was  neaatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  proviso,  as 
amended,  as  follows  : 

Retolved,  That  the  number  of  ciptaiiu,  masters 
commandant,  lieoteaants,  and  midshipmen,  ^aJU  not 
be  less  tban  that  of  those  who  an  now  eommisionad 
in  tha  naval  service. 
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And  it  was  agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  the 
following  vote : 

TBAi~HMm.  AUni  of  MuMcboastto,  Andenoo, 
Ardier  of  Maiyltod,  Anher  of  Viifinui,  BkUwin, 
BallfB^y.  Beeeher,  BheUedge,  Bnwd,  Brown, 
Bradi,  Btiftim,  Bctlrr  of  New  Haniwhtce>  Bntler  of 
TtWitthnt,  Cl*g«tt,  CUrk,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell, 
(Joriunan,  Cadktmt,  Daoe,  Darlington,  Davidson, 
DenniioD,  Dickinton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecti- 
cut, Edwardi  of  Pennijlvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Fuller, 
Gorfaam,  Grouof  Mew  York,  Gojon,  Hempliill,  Hill, 
Hobart,  Hooka,  Jonei  of  Tennewee,  K«nt,  Lalhrop, 
Livennor*,  Lowndea,  MeColloagh,  McLane  of  Dela- 
wan,  MaUanr,  MeipH  Metcer,  Monell,  8.  Moore,  T. 
L.  Moote,  Morton,  rfeale,  ,Nelaon  of  Mtaaachnaetta, 
Nriaon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pariter  of  Virginia, 
nneknay,  Fitter,  Plnnier,  Keid,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
lUbertaon,  Rogen,  Se^eant,  Smith  of  New  ieawtj, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Soath- 
aid,  Storra,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinaon, 
Tmnpkina,  Tumble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Udrce, 
Upham,  Via  Rraaaelacr,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Wil< 
liaaia  of  Virpnia,  and  Wood— 87. 

Nati— Meaara.  Abbot,  Aleiandvr,  Alien  of  Mew 
Ytak^  Allen  of  Tenneaaee,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bateman, 
Boden,  Bryan,  Burton,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Caaa^ 
Cobb,  Crafts,  Colbreth,  Culpeper,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  EusUs,  Floyd,  Foot,  Forrest,  Gray,  Gross  oi 
Fennaylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Csio* 
Una,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibabmsn,  Hostet- 
tor,  Johnson,  Kinsn,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McC<7,  Me- 
Craary,  McLean  of  Kentncky,  Uantband,  Metealf, 
R.  Mooro,  Murray,  Parker  of  Masaachoaetta,  Patter- 
son, Philson,  Rankin,'  Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rosa,  Roas,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Strong 
of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Boath 
Carolina,  Walker.  Warfleld,  and  Williama  of  North 
Carolina— es. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  to  sabjoin  to  the  resola- 
tion  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  recom- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Allairs,  with  in- 
straetions  to  report  a  bill  conformably  thereto,  and  to 
redoee  the  number  of  seamen,  ordinary  seamen  and 
beys,  to  the  number  of  2,531. 

Mr.  Lowndes  moved  to  strike  out  of  this  jhto- 
position  all  which  follows  the  word  thentOf  ia  the 
third  line. 

A  debate  ensued  on  these  questions^  and  con- 
tinned  some  time ;  when 

Mr.  Bbdbh,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  entire  sub- 
ject, the  report,  resolution,  and  amendments,  be 
indefinitely  postiwnedj  but  before  the  question 
was  taken,  a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed. 


Fbiday,  February  9. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Bi3T- 
LBB,  of  Louisiana,  calling  for  information  respect- 
ing fortifications,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  GoLBRETH  gave  notice  that  he  should,  pn 
Tuesday  next,  move  for  the  consideration  of  the 
lull  reported  by  him  for  reducing  the  salariea  of 
the  several  officers  of  the  GovernmeDt. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  (relating  to 


the  Navy  0  but  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUt^ 
the  Hoose  bein^  considered  too  thin,  from  the  ab- 
soiee  of  committees,  Ac.,  to  act  definitirdy  on  the 

subject. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  estaUidi  certain  post 
roads,  then  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  where  it  received  many  amendment^ 
and,  beiQg  reported  to  the  House,  was  ordered  to 

be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  commitleeon  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  Slave  Trade,  made  a  report, 
which,  with  the  docoments  accompailyittg  it,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.   The  report  is  as  follows : 
The  committee  to  which  is  referred  so  maeh  of  the 
President's  Messsge  as  relates  to  the  slave  trade, 
and  to  which  are  referred  the  two  Messages  of  the 
President,  transmitting,  in  pnrsnanee  of  Uie  resohi- 
tion  of  tho  House  of  Retveesotativea  of  the  4th  of 
Docambar,  a  report  at  ttw  Secretary  of  Stale,  and 
enclosed  doeiunsnis,  nlatiBg  to  the  nsgotiation  te 
the  sappresMon  itf  the  alavs  tFadci  nport: 
That  the  eomiailtee  hm««  doamed  it  adviaaUa,  pro- 
vioaa  to  eatarhir  into  a  conadetatioa  of  the  propMed 
coKipOTatioa  to  extenainata  Uko  alave  trade,  to  auke 
a  summary  review  of  the  ConstitatioD  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  relating  to  this  snbjeet.   It  will  disclose 
the  earnestness  and  zeal  with  which  this  nation  has 
been  actuated,  and  the  laudable  ambition  that  has  ani- 
mated Uieir  councils  to  take  a  lead  in  the  reformation 
of  a  disgraeefhl  practice,  and  one  which  is  productive 
of  so  maeb  human  misery ;  it  will,  by  dtsplaying  the 
constant  auie^of  this  nation  to  suppress  the  African 
slave  trade,  aiSnd  ample  tcattmoay  uat  shewill  be  the 
last  to  persevere  in  measarea  wisely  digested  to  effec- 
tuate this  great  and  most  desirable  oligect,  whenever 
such  measures  can  be  adopted  in  eonsisleuee  with  the 
leading  prindples     her  local  institattons. 

In  consequence  of  the  existence  of  slavery  in  many 
of  the  States,  when  British  colonies,  die  h^ka  aaid 
means  of  carrying  on  industry  could  not  be  aaddenly 
changed ;  and  the  Conatitotion  of  the  United  States 
yielded  to  the  provtrion  that  the  migration  orunpoct^ 
tion  of  such  persona  as  any  of  tho  Sutes  now  ezistiBg 
shall  think  proper  to  admit  shall  not  be  pmhiUtcd  by 
the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808. 

But,  long  antecedent  to  this  period.  Congress  legis- 
lated on  the  subject  wherever  its  power  extended,  and 
endaavoiod,  by  a  ayatem  of  rigoreaa  ponaltiaB,  Is  sap- 
preaa  this  nnnataral  trade. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  SSd  of  Haidi,  ITM, 
contains  provisions  that  no  citizen  or  dtisena  of  the 
United  States,  or  foreigner,  or  any  other  person,  conk- 
ing into  or  residing  within  the  same,  shall,  for  himself 
or  an;  other  person  whatsoever,  either  as  master,  (ac- 
tor, or  owner,  build,  fit,  equip,  load,  or  otherwise  pns- 
pare  any  ;^ip  or  vessel,  within  any  port  or  pinoe  sT 
the  United  States,  nor  shall  eanse  any  aUp  or  veassi 
to  sail  ftom  any  port  or  jJace  whhm  the  asnw,  fer  tba 
purpose  of  carrying  on  any  trade  or  traffie  in  davaa  to 
any  fitrMgn  country ;  or  for  the  pnrpoaa  of  proeqriay 
from  any  foreign  kingdom,  [dace,  or  conntiy,  the  in- 
habiunts  of  such  kingdom,  place,  or  eoantiy,  to  be 
transported  to  any  foreign  country,  port,  or  pJaoe, 
whatever,  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of  as  slaves,  under  the 
penalty  of  the  forfoiture  of  any  such  vessel,  sad  of  ttk« 
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wiymutt  of  larsfl  soma  of  money  by  the  peraoiu  of- 
ftDdiDg  aguoflt  the  directiona  of  the  act. 

B;  an  act  of  the  3d  of  April,  1798,  in  reUtioo  to 
tho  MiHiMtppi  T«rriti»7,  to  which  the  Constitutional 
^Of  iaioD  duf  not  extend,  tba  untrodoetion  <tf  ilaTn, 
under  ■erai*  peaaldaai  wu  jbrindden,  and  avei^  alave 
unpolled  ooniraiy  to  the  act  wis  to  be  entitled  to 
freedom. 

By  an  act  of  the  10th  of  M»y,  1800,  the  citizeni  or 
reaiaeute  of  thia  country  were  prohibited  from  holding 
any  right  or  property  in  toihIi  employed  in  trani- 
perting  slavee  from  one  foreign  coantry  to  another,  on 

Kin  of  forlaiting  their  right  of  proper^,  and  also 
able  the  Taloe  of  that  ri^t  in  money,  and  double 
tha  nine  of  their  intsrsst  in  thealaTee;nor  were  they 
allowed  to  seire  en  board  of  veaaels  of  the  Dnited 
Statee  employed  in  the  tran^ortation  of  slaTca  from 
«ne  cooBtry  to  another,  under  the  ponishment  of  fineo 
and  imjfHisonmcnt;  nor  were  they  permitted  to  serre 
on  board  of  foreign  ships  employed  in  the  slave  trade. 
By  this  act,  also,  the  ewnmisaioned  t  ess  els  of  the 
United  States  were  authoriied  to  seiie  vewale  and 
erews  employed  contrary  to  the  act. 

Bj  an  act  of  the  38th  ^  FAniary,  1803,  masUn  of 
TBeseli  were  not  allowed  to  bring  into  any  port  (where 
the  laws  of  the  Stale  prohibited  the  importation)  any 
M^o,  mulatto,  or  other  person  of  eoUtf,  not  being  a 
natiYe,  a  citisen,  or  registered  seaman  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  pain  oi  heavy  penalties ;  and  no  ves< 
eel,  having  on  board  persons  of  the  above  description, 
was  to  be  admitted  to  an  entry  ;  and  if  any  auco  per- 
son  should  be  landed  from  on  board  of  any  vessel,  the 
■ame  was  to  be  forfeited. 

By  an  aet  of  the  Sd  March,  1807,  the  importation 
of  swvea  into  any  poit  <4  the  United  States  was  to  be 
^iriiibited  alter  the  1st  of  Jannaiy,  1808,  the  time 
praecribed  hj  the  Constitotioosl  [woviuon.  This  act 
eontains  many  sevwe  provisions  sgainst  any  interfsr* 
once  or  participation  in  the  slave  b«de,  snch  as  heavy 
ftnee,  kmg  imprisonments,  and  the  fbrfeitiuee  of  ves- 
sels; the  President  was  also  aothoriaad  to  employ 
srmed  vessels  to  cruise  on  any  part  of  the  coast  where 
he  might  jndge  attempts  would  be  made  to  violate  the 
aet,  and  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  armed  vessels 
t»  seiu  and  bring  in  vessels  ibnnd  on  the  high  eeas 
«ontrava«ung  the  provisions  of  tha  law. 

By  aa  act  of  the  30th  of  April,  1818,  the  laws  in 
pnbibition  of  the  riave  trade  were  farther  improved; 
this  act  is  diarscterixed  with  a  pecoliarity  of  l^M^ 
live  preeantion,  especially  in  the  eighth  section,  which 
throws  the  labor  of  proof  upon  the  defendant,  that  the 
colored  peieons  broo^t  into  the  United  States  by  him 
lutd  not  been  broogbt  in  contrary  to  the  laws. 

By  an  aet  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  the  power  is 
continued  in  the  President  to  employ  the  armed  ships 
of  the  United  States,  to  seize  and  bring  into  port  any 
vnasel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  by  dtiaens  or  resi- 
danls  of  the  Uiuted  States ;  and  such  veisela,  together 
witt  the  goods  andeffeeu  on  board,  are  to  be  forfeited 
wid  sold,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  distributed  in  like 
nanDer  as  provided  by  law  for  the  distribution  of 
prixes  taken  irom  an  enemy;  and  the  officers  and 
crew  are  to  undergo  the  punidunents  inflicted  by 
▼ious  acts.  The  President,  by  this  act,  Is  authonsad 
to  make  such  regulations  and  arrangements  as  he  may 
deem  expedient,  fiir  the  safekeeping,  support,  and  re- 
moval  b^nd  the  limits  of  tha  United  States,  of  all 
racfa  nagTMh  mnlattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  at  mi^ 
hnvo  been  brought  within  its  jurisdiction,  and  to  a^ 
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point  a  proper  person  or  persons  rending  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  as  agent  or  agents  for  receiving  the  negroes, 
molattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  delivered  from  on  bowd 
of  vessels  seized  in  the  prosecution  of  the  slave  trade. 

And,  in  addition  to  all  the  aforesaid  laws,  the  pros* 
ent  Congress,  on  the  1 6th  of  May,  1830,  believing  that 
the  then  existing  provisums  would  not  be  sufficiently 
available,  enacted,  that  if  any  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales,  being  <rf  the  cr»w  or  ship's  company  of  any 
foreign  ship  or  vesiel,  engaged  in  the  slave  tradsk  ot 
any  person  whatever,  being  of  Uie  crew  or  ship'e  com- 
pany of  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  in  the  whole  or  in 
part,  or  navigated  for  or  in  behalf  of  any  citiien  or  dt- 
iiens  of  the  United  Sutes,  shall  land  from  aity  sodl 
ship  or  vessel,  and  on  any  foreign  shore  seize  any  ne- 
gro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  by  the 
laws  of  either  of  the  Sti^  or  TerritNiss  ttf  tha  Uni- 
ted States,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  malatto 
a  slave,  or  shall  decoy  or  forcibly  bxiat,  or  cany,  or 
shall  receive,  such  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  any  audi 
ship  or  veeeel,  with  inlant  aa  aforesaiiC  snch  eibiaa  «r 
person  shaU  be  a^ndged  a  j^te,  and  on  emiviadon 
shall  suflar  death. 

The  immoral  and  pernicious  practice  of  the  slave 
trade  has  attracted  much  pnUic  attention  in  Bun^ 
within  tha  last  bvryaats;  and  in  a  Congnsa  at  Vioi^ 
ns,  on  ths  8th  of  Fslmary,  1815,  five  of  Ae  prindpal 
Powais  made  a  sdemn  engagement,  in  Uie  fheo  of 
mankind,  ttiat  this  traffic  should  be  made  to  cease ;  in 
pnnoance  of  which,  these  Powerehave  eaact^  muni- 
cipal laws  to  suppress  the  trade.  Spain,  although  not 
a  party  to  the  original  engagement,  did,  soon  after,  in 
her  treaty  with  England,  stipulate  for  the  immediate 
abolition  (tf  the  Spanisb  dave  trade  to  the  north  of  the 
aqnalor,  and  te  lis  final  and  imivaisd  aboiMon  on 
theaotbofMay,  1830. 

Portugal  likewise,  in  her  treaty  in  1617,  s^pnlated 
that  the  Pmtugnese  slave  trade  on  the  coast  M  Afidet 
should  entirdy  cease  to  tht  northward  of  the  equator, 
and  engaged  that  it  should  be  unlawful  for  her  sid>- 
jects  to  purchase  or  trade  in  dares  except  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  line.  The  precise  periofi  at  which  the 
entire  abolition  is  to  take  place  in  Portngd  does  not 
appear  to  be  finally  fixed ;  b^  the  Portognese  Ambassa- 
dor, in  the  neaenoe  of  flia  Congraaa  of  Vianna,  da- 
dared  tbatPoitagal,  fidlUid  to  her  prindplae*  woiUd 
not  rathae  to  adopt  tha  term  of  sipit  yaaia,  whidi 
tarn  will  expire  in  the  year  183a 

At  ibk  tine,  among  ttia  Ban^ean  Stales,  then  ia 
not  a  flag  which  can  l^llj  eever  this  inhuman  traAe 
to  the  north  of  the  line ;  nevertfadess,  eyrienae  haa 
proved  the  inefficacy  of  the  varions  and  ngoroua  laws 
which  have  been  made  in  Europe  and  in  this  country; 
it  being  a  lamentable  fact  that  me  disgraoafhl  practice 
is  even  now  carried  on  to  a  surprising  extent  Duo 
ring  the  last  year,  Captain  Tienohard,  tha  commandai 
of  the  United  Stataa  alo^  of  war  the  Cyana,  found 
ih*t  part  of  the  eoaat  of  Africa  wUdi  Im  riaitad  Unad 
with  Teasels,  engaged,  as  it  is  prssomed,  in  this  Sb^ 
bidden  traffic ;  of  these  he  examined  nuny ;  and  fiva, 
which  appeued  to  be  fitted  out  en  AmeriMn  aeconnt, 
he  sent  into  the  jorisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for 
adjudication.  Each  of  them,  it  ii  believed,  has  been 
cimdemned,  and  the  commanders  of  two  of  them  have 
been  sei^oed  to  the  pnnidtfHOt  preecribed  by  tha 
laws  of  the  United  Slalos. 

The  testinony  raoendy  pnUidiad,  witli  ths  ofitiai 
of  the  pMsUing  jndfs  of  tha  United  Stataa  cont  ef 
tha  BoaUwtn  Artiiet  efdia  State  of  New  Toft,  in  Iha 
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cue  of  tlw  Kbooner  FhUibarg,  Iqri  oMn  a  m«m  of 
the  groiMt  ftud  that  coald  be  pncUwa  to  deceive  the 
<Aeen  of  GoTemmeot,  and  cooeeal  the  anlawfnl 
tiaiuactioD. 

The  ezteoaion  of  the  trade  for  the  laet  twenty-five 
or  thirty  yeare  mnet,  in  a  degree,  be  coojectard,  bot 
the  beat  information  that  can  be  obtained  on  the  subject 
fiimiebci  good  foundation  to  believe,  that  during  that 
period  tita  nomber  of  alaTea  withdrawn  from  weetem 
Aftiea  amoDDU  to  upwarda  of  a  nilUoii  and  a  half; 
the  annual  aTorage  would  be  a  mean  aomewhere  be- 
tween fij^  and  eighty  thousand. 

The  trade  iqipeara  to  be  IncratiTe  in  proportion  to 
it*  heinonaneaa ;  and,  at  it  te  generally  inhibited,  the 
nnfeeling  daTo  dealers,  in  order  to  elado  the  law*,  in- 
ereaee  ita  horrori;  the  innocent  Africans,  who  are 
mercileuty  forced  from  their  native  homes  in  irons,  are 
crowded  in  vessels  and  situations  which  are  not  adapted 
fi>r  the  tran^Mrtation  of  hamsn beings;  and  this  cruelty 
it  frequently  snoeeeded,  daring  the  voyage  of  their 
destination,  with  dreadful  mortality.  Farther  infor- 
natimi  on  this  so^eet  will  appear  in  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  two  other  letters, 
marked  I  and  S,  and  also  by  the  extract  of  a  letter 
from  an  officer  of  the  Cyane,  dated  April  10,  1820, 
which  are  annexed  to  this  report.  While  the  slave 
trade  exists,  there  can  be  no  prospect  of  civiliiation  in 
Africa. 

However  well  diaposad  the  Enropenn  Powers  may 
be  to  effect  a  practical  abolition  of  the  trade,  it  seems 
generally  acknowledged  that,  Sn  the  attafaiment  of 
Utis  object,  it  is  necessary  to  agree  upon  some  con- 
certed plan  of  co-operation;  but,  unhappily,  no  ar- 
rangement has  as  yet  obtained  universal  consent. 

England  has  recently  engaged  in  treaties  with  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  the  lietherlands,  in  which  the  mutual 
right  of  TisitaliiHi  and  aeareh  is  exchanged.  This  right 
is  of  a  special  and  lunited  character,  as  well  in  relatimi 
to  the  namber  and  deseription  of  vessels,  as  to  space  ; 
and,  to  avoid  poesiUo  inconveniences,  no  suspicions 
drenmstanees  are  to  warrant  the  detention  of  a  vessel ; 
this  right  ia  restricted  to  the  umids  frict  of  dives  being 
on  board. 

These  treaUes  contemplate  the  establishment  of 
mixed  courts,  formed  of  an  eqnal  nnmber  of  individ- 
uals of  the  two  contracting  nations,  the  one  to  reside 
in.  a  posaession  belonging  to  his  Britannic  Hajea^, 
the  other  within  the  territory  of  the  other  respective 
Power.  When  a  vessel  ia  visited  and  detained,  it  ia 
to  be  taken  to  the  nearest  court,  and,  if  oondeoned, 
the  vessel  is  to  be  declared  a  lawful  prize,  as  well  as 
the  cargo,  and  are  to  be  sold  for  the  profit  of  the  two 
nations ;  the  slaves  are  to  receive  a  certificate  of  eman- 
cipation, and  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  Government 
on  whose  tenitory  the  court  is  which  passss  sentence, 
to  be  employed  as  servanta  or  free  labcneis.  £ach  of 
dw  Govemmenta  binda  itself  to  gnaranty  the  liberty 
«f  audi  portion  of  these  individnalB  as  may  be  respeo- 
tivdy  assigned  to  it  Particular  provisiona  are  made 
for  remuneration,  in  case  vessels  are  not  coademned 
after  trial,  and  special  instructions  are  stipulated  to  be 
fiuniriied  to  commanders  of  vessels  possesring  the 
qualified  right  of  visiution  and  search. 

These  Powers  entertain  the  opinion,  that  nothing 
short  of  the  concession  of  a  qualified  ligbtof  visiution 
and  aeardi  can  practically  sappreas  the  slave  trade. 
An  assodation  of  armed  diips  i*  contemplated,  to  form 
a  species  ot  naval  police,  to  be  stationed  principally  in 
the  African  seas,  where  the  commanders  of  the  ships 
win  be  enabled  to  cooperate  in  harmony  and  concert. 


The  United  States  have  been  earnestly  invited 
the  principal  Secretary  of  State  for'Fordgn  Afibira  m 
the  British  Government  to  join  in  the  same  or  similar 
arrangements ;  and  this  isviution  has  been  sanctioned 
and  enforced  by  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  Honse  of 
Lords  and  Commons,  in  a  manner  that  precludes  afl 
doubts  as  to  the  sincerity  and  benevolence  of  their 
designs. 

In  answer  to  this  invitation,  the  President  of  the 
United  Statea  haa  expressed  his  regret  that  the  stipu- 
lations in  the  treaties  communicated  ate  of  a  character 
to  which  the  peculiar  situation  and  institnlions  of  tha 
United  States  do  not  permit  them  to  accede. 

Tbe  objections  made  are  contained  in  an  extract  of 
a  letter  iiom  the  Secretary  of  State,  under  date  of  the 
2d  of  November,  1818,  in  which  it  is  observed  that, 
"  in  examining  the  provisions  of  the  b«aties  commu- 
nicated by  Lord  Castleieagh,  all  the  easential  article* 
appear  to  be  of  a  character  not  adaptable  to  the  inati- 
tutiona  or  to  the  circumstances  of  the  United  Statea. 
The  powers  agreed  to  be  redprocally  given  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party,  to  enter,  searcht 
capture,  and  carry  into  port  for  adjudication,  Uie  mer^ 
chant  vessels  of  the  other,  however  qualified  and  re- 
stricted, is  most  essentially  connected  vrith  the  insdtn- 
tion,  by  each  treaty,  of  two  mixed  courts,  one  of  whidi 
to  reside  in  the  external  or  colonial  possession  of  each 
of  the  two  parties,  respectively.  This  part  of  the  ays* 
tern  is  indispensable  to  give  it  that  character  of  recip- 
rocity, without  which  the  right  granted  to  the  armed 
Aips  of  one  nation,  to  search  tbe  merdiant  vesads  of 
another,  would  be  radier  a  mark  of  vassalage  than  of 
independence.  But  to  this  part  of  the  system,  the 
United  States,  having  no  colonies,  dther  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  or  in  the  West  Indies,  cannot  give  edecL 
That,  hi  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
provided  that  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  Sutes 
diall  be  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such 
inferior  conrta  as  the  Congress  may,fiom  timeto  time, 
ordain  and  establish.  It  providea  that  the  judges  of 
these  courts  shall  hold  their  oflkes  during  good  be- 
havior ;  and  that  they  shdl  be  removable  by  impeach- 
ment, on  conviction  of  crimes  and  misdemeanora. 
There  msy  be  doubts  whether  the  power  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  competent  to  in- 
stitute a  court  for  carrying  into  execution  thdr  penal 
statutes  beyond  the  territories  of  the  United  Statea — 
a  court  ctmsisling  partly  of  findgn  judges  not  anten- 
able  to  impeachment  for  corruption,  and  deddiug  upon 
sututea  of  the  United  Sutes  without  appeal. 

"  That  the  disposal  of  the  negroes  found  on  board 
of  the  slave-trading  vessels,  which  might  be  condemned 
by  the  senUnce  of  these  mixed  courts,  cannot  be  car- 
ried into  eflect  by  the  United  Sutes ;  for,  if  tbe  slave* 
of  vessels  condemned  by  the  miied  courts  should  b« 
delivered  over  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes 
as  free  men,  they  could  not,  but  by  their  ovrn  consent 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  laboiwrs.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  blacks  being,  in  this  Union>  regulated  by 
tbe  munidpal  laws  of  the  aapaiate  States,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Sutes  can  ndther  guaranty 
their  libertr  in  the  SUtes  where  they  could  only  be 
recdved  as  daves,  nor  control  them  in  the  8tal«a 
where  they  would  be  recognised  as  free.  That  the 
admlsdon  of  a  right,  in  the  officers  of  foreign  diipa  of 
war,  to  enter  and  search  the  vessels  of  the  United 
Sutes  in  time  of  peace,  tinder  any  dreumstancw 
whatever,  would  meet  with  univerasl  repngnance  in 
the  public  opini<m  of  this  country ;  that  there  would 
be  no  proqwet  of  a  ratification,  1^  advice  andesnsent 
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of  tha  Seoftte,  to  any  atipnlation  of  that  natara;  that 
the  iMTeh  by  foreign  oflKera,  even  in  tine  of  wart  is 
■0  obnoxioiM  to  the  feelingB  and  leoollections  of  Uiis 
oOQDtry,  that  DOthiog  conld  reconcile  them  to  the  ex* 
tenrion  of  it,  however  qualified  or  restricted,  to  a  time 
of  peace  ;  and  that  it  would  be  viewed  in  a  still  more 
aggravated  light  if,  at  in  the  Treaty  with  the  Neth- 
erlands, connected  with  a  formal  admission  that  even 
▼easels  under  convoy  of  ships  of  war  of  their  own 
nation  should  ba  liable  to  eeuch  by  the  shtpe  of  war  of 
Mother." 

Tbocommittae  will  observe,  in  the  first  instance,  that 
a  mntnal  right  of  search  appears  to  b«  indispensable 
to  ^  great  obkct  of  abolition ;  for,  while  flags  remain 
KB  a  cover  for  this  traffic,  against  the  right  of  search  by 
any  vessels  except  of.  the  same  nation,  the  chanoe  of 
detection  will  be  much  less  than  it  would  be  if  the 
right  of  search  was  extended  to  vessels  of  other  Pow- 
ers ;  and  as  soon  as  sny  one  nation  should  cease  to  be 
vigilant  in  the  discovery  of  infractions  practised  on  its 
own  code,  the  stave  dealers  wontd  avail  themselves  of 
a  system  of  obtafniag  fraadnlent  papers,  and  conceal- 
ing the  real  ownendi^  under  the  cover  of  snch  flags, 
which  would  be  earned  on  with  such  addrase  as  to 
render  it  ea^  for  the  ciUxens  or  subjects  of  one  State 
to  evade  their  own  municipal  laws ;  but,  if  a  concerted 
system  existed,  and  a  qualified  right  of  mutual  search 
was  granted,  the  appreheoaion  of  these  piratical  of- 
fenders would  be  reduced  to  a  much  greater  certainty; 
and  the  very  knowledge  of  lha  existence  of  an  active 
and  vigorous  system  of  co-operation  vrould  divert  many 
from  this  traffic,  as  the  onlawfiil  trade  would  become 
too  hsnrdous  for  profitable  apecnlation. 

In  relation  to  any  inconveniences  that  might  result 
from  snch  an  arrangement,  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  is  eo  limited  on  the  African  coast  that  it  could 
not  be  much  affected  by  it ;  and,  as  it  regards  economy, 
the  expense  of  stationing  a  few  vesseb  on  that  coast 
would  not  be  much  greater  Utan  to  maintain  tbam  at 
any  other  place. 

The  committee  have  briefly  noticed  the  practical  i«- 
snlts  of  a  redproeal  right  of  search,  as  it  Mars  on  the 
alave  trade;  but  the  objection  as  to  the  propriety  of 
ceding  this  right  remains.  It  is  with  deference  that 
the  rommittee  undertake  to  make  any  remarka  upon 
it  They  bear  in  recollection  the  opinions  entertained 
in  this  country,  on  the  practice  of  searehiog  neutral 
vessels  in  time  of  war ;  but  they  cannot  perceive  that 
the  right  under  discussion  is,  in  principle,  allied  in  any 
degree  to  the  general  question  of  searcn ;  it  can  involve 
no  commitment,  nor  is  it  susceptible  of  any  an&vora- 
ble  inference  on  that  subject ;  and,  even  it  there  were 
any  affinity  between  the  esses,  the  necessity  of  a  spe- 
cial agreement  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of 
existing  rights.  The  proposal  itself,  in  the  manner 
made,  is  a  total  abandonment,  on  the  part  of  England, 
of  any  claim  to  visit  and  search  vessels  in  a  time  of 
peace,  and  this  question  has  been  unequivocally  de- 
cided in  the  negative  in  her  admiralty  court*. 

Although  it  is  not  among  the  objections  that  the 
desired  arrangwnent  would  give  color  to  a  daim  or 
right  of  search  in  time  of  jpeaee,  yat,  lest  the  ease  in 
this  reqiact  may  be  prejudiced  in  the  minds  of  any, 
the  oonunitles  will  observe  that  the  right  of  search,  in 
time  of  peace,  is  one  that  is  not  claimed  by  any  Power 
as  a  part  of  the  law  of  nationa;  no  nation  pretends 
that  It  can  exercise  the  right  of  visitation  and  search 
npon  the  common  and  unupfoopriated  parts  of  the  sea, 
except  upon  the  bdligerent  claim.  A  recent  decision 


in  the  Britiah  admiralty  court,  in  the  case  of  the  Frendi. 
alave  slup  Le  Louis,  is  clear  and  deduve  on  Uiis  print- 
The  case  is  annexed  to  this  report. 

In  regard,  then,  to  tiie  reciprocal  right  wished  to  be 
ceded,  it  is  reduced  to  the  simple  inquiry  whether,  in 
practice,  it  will  be  beneficial  to  the  two  contracting 
nations.  Its  exercise,  so  for  as  it  relates  to  the  deten- 
tion of  vessels,  as  it  is  confined  to  the  fact  of  slaves 
being  actually  on  board,  predndes  almost  the  possi- 
bility of  accident  or  much  inconvenience. 

In  relation  also  to  the  disposal  of  the  vessels  and 
slaves  detained,  an  arrangement  perhaps  could  be  ef- 
fected so  as  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  vessels  of  the 
nation  to  which  the  detained  vessel  should  belong. 
Under  such  an  understanding,  the  vessels  and  slaves 
delivered  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Sutes  might 
be  disposed  of  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
oar  own  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1S19;  and  an  ar- 
rangement of  this  kind  wonid  be  free  from  any  of  the 
other  objections. 

An  exchange  of  the  right  of  search,  limited  in  dnra- 
tioa,  or  to  continue  at  plaa*nre,for  tbeaakaef  •xpsri' 
ment,  might,  it  is  anxiously  hoped,  be  so  restrietsd  to 
vesseb  and  seas,  and  with  sudi  civil  and  hannonlons 
stipulations,  as  not  to  be  unacceptable. 

The  feelings  of  this  country  on  the  general  question 
of  search  have  often  been  roused  to  a  degree  of  excite- 
ment that  evince  their  unchangeable  character ;  but 
the  American  people  will  readily  see  the  distinction 
between  the  cases  ;  the  ons,  on  its  axerdse  to  the  ex- 
tent claimed,  will  ever  produce  irritation,  and  excite  a 
patriotic  apirit  of  reustance ;  the  other  is  amicable  and 
charitable ;  Uie  justness  and  nobleness  of  the  under- 
taking are  worthy  of  the  combined  concern  of  Chris- 
tian nations. 

The  detesuble  crime  of  kidnappmg  the  unofiiending 
inhabitants  of  one  country,  and  chaining  them  to 
slavery  in  another,  is  marked  vrith  all  the  atrodons- 
ness  of  piracy ;  and,  as  sttdl,  it  is  stigmatiud,  and 
punishable  by  our  own  laws. 

To  effiloe  this  reproachful  stain  Ihun  the  character 
of  dviliied  mankind,  would  be  the  proudest  triumph 
that  could  be  achieved  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  On 
this  subject,  the  United  States,  having  led  (he  way, 
owe  it  to  themselves  to  give  theii  influence  and  cor- 
dial co-operation  to  any  measure  that  will  accomplish 
the  great  and  good  purpose ;  but  this  happy  result, 
experience  has  demonstrated,  cannot  be  realised  by 
any  system,  except  a  concessbn  hj  the  maritime 
Powers,  to  each  other's  ships  of  war,  of  a  qualified 
right  of  search.  If  this  object  was  generally  attained, 
it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  active  exertions  of 
even  a  few  nations  would  be  sufficient  entirely  to  sup- 
press the  slave  trade. 

The  slave  dealers  eould  be  successfully  assailed  on 
the  coast  upon  which  the  trade  originates,  as  they 
must  necessarily  consume  more  time  in  the  collection 
and  cmbarcation  of  their  cargoes  than  in  the  subse- 

Juent  distribution  in  the  markets  for  which  they  are 
estined.  Tltis  tenders  that  coast  the  most  advant»> 
geoos  ponti«i  for  their  appehension;  and,  besidas^ 
Uie  African  coast  frequented  by  the  slave  ships  is 
indented  with  so  few  commodious  or  aecesdble  har- 
bors, that,  notwithstanding  its  great  extent,  it  could 
be  guarded  by  the  vigilance  of  a  small  number  of  crui- 
sers- But,  if  the  slave  ships  are  permitted  to  escape 
from  the  African  coast,  and  to  be  oispsrsed  to  difiexcnt 
parts  of  the  woHd,  their  captore  would  ba  rendered 
uncertain  and  hopeless. 
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Appr<yiriation  BiU — MhaUter  to  South  America. 


The  committM,  after  mach  reflaotion,  offer  the  ibt- 
lowiBg  resolatioB : 

Raohed  by  ihe  Senate  and  Hmttt  of  JRepraentatveei 
(4  the  United  Statu  of  Amtriea,  in  Congrtat  aamm- 
Mtd,  That  the  Praiideot  of  the  Uaiteil  StatM  be  »• 
oiiMted  to  ODtar  into  nich  anuigenienta  u  be  nuj 
dMBi  raitttde  tad  ptopor,  with  one  or  more  of  the 
maritinia  Poiren  of  fiorape.  fi>r  the  efieetntl  abolition 
of  the  AAieaB  alave  trade. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideratioa  of 
the  annuftl  appropriation  bill  for  Lhe  sapport  of 
the  civil  list 

Mr.  Tarh  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
sddinf^  to  the  end  of  the  first  section  thereof  the 
following  item,  viz :  "  For  the  erection  of  a  brid^ 
*  over  the  Monongahela  river,  where  the  Cumber- 
'  land  road  crosses  the  same,  the  unexpended  bal- 
'  ance  of  the  amount  heretofore  appropriated  for 
'  completing  the  Cumberland  road ;  prorided  such 
'  unexpended  balance  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
'  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  sufficient  to  com- 
'  plete  that  object."  And  the  question  being  taken 
thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  the  same  proposition  which 
he  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  other 
day,  viz :  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein 
the  following  clause : 

**  For  an  outfit  and  one  year's  salary  to  such  Minis- 
t«  as  the  Pnsideat,  by  and  with  the  tdnee  and  een- 
sent  ef  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  GoTerament  of 
Sonth  America,  which  has  eatabHtbed,  and  is  maintain- 
ing its  independency  on  Spainf  a  sum  not  exceeding 
eigbtem  thoosand  dollars. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  arose. 

Mr.  Clay  spoke  at  some  length  in  further  sup- 
port of  his  proposition  on  the  grounds  formerly 
and  frequently  taken  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Robertson  replied  to  some  of  Mr.  Clay's 
remarks,  and  vindicated  the  ground  which  he  b^d 
taken  on  a  former  day  in  opposition  to  legislating 
OB  a  subject  not  properly  within  the  scope  of  its 
dnty,  supposing  this  appropriation  to  be  considered 
as  am  instmetion  or  advice  from  this  House  to  the 
Execntive. 

Bfr.  Wood  delivered  hu  sentiments  in  opposition 
to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  at  considerable  length, 
on  the  ground  that  the  adoption  of  it  would  be  in- 
expedioiL  as  well  as  traveUing  out  of  the  proper 
sphere  of  this  department  of  the  GoTcrnment. 
Mr.  W.  fully  approved  of  the  course  which  the 
Executive  bad  hitherto  pursued  in  regard  to  Soudi 
America. 

Mr.  Rhea  also  opposed  the  proposition,  as  con- 
templating an  irregular  and  unusual  proceeding. 

Mr.  Tdceeb,  o?  Virginia,  delivered  his  senti- 
ments in  favor  of  the  proposition,  regarding  it  as 
an  expression  by  this  House  of  what  was  the 
known  feeling  of  the  country  towards  the  South 
Americans,  called  for  by  the  existing  state  of 
things. 

tai.  SoDTHABD  followed  on  the8amesi(U  of  the 
qoertioB,  apealoBg  earnestly  in  fitvwof  the  motion 
ot  Mr.  ClIt: 
Mr.  RBin,  of  Qeorgia,  ^nlce  as  follows : 
BIr.  Speaks,  it  can  icarcely  be  neoeasuy  to  de- 


dare  in  this  place  my  deep  solicitude  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Patriots  of  South  America.  Tliat  man 
must,  indeed,  possess  a  cold  heart,  who,  witness- 
ing the  blessings  so  profusdy  flowing  from  our 
own  free  institutions,  can  look  unmovra  upon  the 
stninle  of  a  brave  people  for  their  liberties — a 
people  who  have  been  so  long  the  victims  of  civil 
and  religious  despotism ! 

Sir.  I  think,  with  the  member  from  Kentucky, 
that  me  contest  is  no  longer  doubtful ;  and  that  it 
the  overtures  of  the  parent  country  produced  no 
immediate  conciliatory  result,  a  renewed  warfare 
must  at  last  end  in  the  annihilation  of  the  power 
of  Old  Spain  over  hercolonies.  It  cannot  be  other- 
wise. When  once  liberal  principles  obtain  in  so- 
ciety, the  power  to  prevent  their  extension,  or  to 
check  their  growth,  must  be  infinitely  greater  than 
that  which  can  be  brought  to  operate  upon  South 
America.  But,  much  as  my  best  wishes  are  de- 
voted to  this  hiuy  cause,  sanguine  as  are  my  hopes 
of  its  success,  I  yet  think  that  there  are  reasons  to 
influence  the  House  to  the  rejection  of  the  amend- 
ment now  proposed.  If  there  were  no  other  rea- 
son to  be  urged  against  it,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
goodjobjection  that  the  amendment,  if  adopted,  will 
be  partial  in  its  effect  We  are  given  to  undo- 
stand  that  there  are  several  distinct  Republics  in 
Sooth  America — ^Buenos  Ayre^  Chili,  Colombia; 
and  to  these  may  shortly  be  added,  Peru,  if  recent 
intelligence  is  to  be  trusted.  Have  not,  then,  all  of 
these  equal  claims  upon  your  sympathies?  Why 
depute  a  Minister  to  the  one  in  exclusion  of  the 
rest?  Would  it  not  be  more  just,  by  asking  an 
ample  appropriation,  to  give  to  all  that  encourage- 
ment, wnich  the  cause  of  all,  so  bravely  defended 
and  so  gallantly  pursued,  would  seem  to  demand  1 
If  you  really  desire  to  conciliate  these  infant  Re- 
publics, to  show  them  that  you  are  alive  to  their 
wrongs  and  their  calamities,  why  do  you  not  ad- 
dress yourself  to  each  and  every  of  them?  Why 
make  a  distinction  unfounded  in  reason,  ni^ardly 
in  itself,  and  invidious  in  its  effect?  It  may  he 
answered,  that  it  will  be  time  enough  to  provide 
representatives  of  this  nation  for  these  Govern- 
ments, when  afihirs  have  settled  into  certainty, 
and  when  it  shall  be  shown  into  how  many  aefia- 
rate  States  South  America  is  to  be  divided.  If 
this  be  the  re{dy,  it  may  be  directed  very  forcibly 
against  the  proposition  now  before  you.  It  is,  ia 
truth,  not  proper  that  we  should  send  an  ambassa- 
dor to  a  country,  whose  Government  has  been  has- 
tily built  up  under  the  sword  of  the  oppressor,  and 
may,  in  the  versatility  of  revolutionary  fortunes, 
fall  beneath  its  power !  Let  us  wait  until  a  natiou 
be  completely  formed  and  organized,  before  we  ex- 
ercise towards  her  that  comity  which  belong  to 
the  intercourse  of  nations.  Let  me  not  be  misun- 
derstood. I  would  not  be  considered  to  vary  from 
the  convictions  which  I  have  just  avowed.  I  do 
not  mean  at  one  moment  to  say  that  it  ia  mv  find 
belief  that  the  Patriots  will  succeed,  and  then  to 
indicate  a  contrary  opinion.  But  who  can  calcu- 
late with  certain^  upon  the  events  of  futmityl 
Who  can  say  that  the  annistice  concluded  betman 
Morilloand  Bolivar.under circumstances aosoolli- 
ing  to  humanity,  will  be  ft^owed  by  an  acknowi- 
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edgmcnt  of  the  iDdependence  of  the  Patriots  ?  Is 
it  altogether  certain  that  Spaio  will  withdraw  her 
armies  and  her  dominion,  and  quietly  give  up  that 
which  she  has  valued  as  the  brightest,  certainly 
the  richest  jewel  of  her  crown?  Hare  we  not 
learned  from  experience — from  her  profuse  expen- 
diture of  trea8ure~-from  her  reckless  waste  or  hu- 
man Uood — that  nothing  but  necessity  can  compd 
her  to  relinquish  the  contest?  Her  interest,  no- 
pride,  her  habitual  control,  all  incite  her  to  perse- 
Temnee !  Besides  Spain,  under  the  auspices  uf  the 
constitation  of  the  Cortes,  has  offered  to  her  colo- 
nies a  participation  in  the  GoTernmentj  and  a  re- 
lief from  some  of  the  most  odious  of  the  eriln 
against  which  they  hare  been  contending.  It  is, 
indeed,  probable  that  these  terms  will  be  rejected, 
with  an  emotion  nearly  allied  to  disdain,  but  this, 
too,  is  only  conjecture.  The  prorinces  desolated 
by  a  ruinous  war,  aod  thirsting  for  peace,  mar  lend 
a  faroraUe  ear  to  propositions  which,  although 
not  unexceptionable,  promise  to  the  weary  and 
exhausted  a  repoKj  temporary,  perhaps,  but  agree- 
able and  inrigoratuig.  Sir,  wmtterer  events  may 
ensue,  if  you  adopt  the  amendment  now  under 
eonsidoation,  you  are  in  danger  of  producing  em- 
barrassment to  the  Qcremment.  If  the  war  in 
Sooth  America  continue,  yon  acknowledge  the  in- 
dependence of  a  State  yet  stm^ling  for  its  liberty. 
If  Spain  succeed  in  reconciling  her  provinces,  you 
will  present  to  the  world  a  singular  spectacle. 
You  will  have  deputed  an  ambassador  to  the  mp; 
ther  country,  and  another  to  her  colonies. 

Sir,  the  President  of  the  United  States  possesses 
the  power,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  ap- 
point ambassadors.  From  his  elevated  station,  he 
has  certainly  a  better  view  of  the  relations  of  this 
with  other  nations,  than  we  ix}ssibly  can  have. 
Why,  then,  with  limited  means  of  information^  do 
we  dcnre  to  dictate  to  that  department,  which, 
from  its  nature  and  situation,  is  so  much  better  in- 
formed? There  is  surely  no  necessity  for  an  in- 
terference upon  onr  part  The  aee,  int^ity,  and 
experience  of  your  Prudent,  the  unquestioned 
ability  of  those  gentlemen  to  whom  he  may  at 
all  times  apply  for  advice  and  assistance,  the  ac- 
knowledged wisdom  of  the  Senate  demand  your 
confidence.  The  Executive  has  doubtless  deeply 
reflected  upon  this  subject.  It  feels  as  the  people 
feel,  and  ii  it  has  heretofore  forborne  to  gratify 
the  wishes  of  the  member  from  Kentucky,  it  is 
because  it  has  been  restrained  by  prudential  con- 
siderationsj  and  not  by  an  apathy  towards  the  fu- 
ture destimes  of  South  America.  But  it  is  insisted 
that  the  Fre«dent  has  acted  unwisely,  and  it  be- 
comes  proper  to  coerce  him  to  recognise  the  inde- 
poidence  of  some  one  of  the  Patriot  Qoremments 
by  makiBg  this  appropriation.  Do  yon  not  per- 
ceire  bow  powerlesi  ajad  niigat(»7  is  such  l^isla- 
tiim?  You  reaolred,  at  the  last  session,  that  it 
was  eznadient  to  send  a  Minister  to  South  Amer- 
ica, ana  what  was  the  result?  Why,  no  Minister 
Jms  yet  been  appointed.  You  now  appropriate 
money,  and  wliat  is  to  be  the  consequence?  ItwiU 
be  tliia :  although  the  President,  as  a  faithful  pub- 
Uo  Benrant,  must  sire  due  consideration  to  your 
enactment,  yet,  if  he  think  the  measure  it  proposes 
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unwise,  he  will,  as  be  U  bound  to  do,  entirely  dis- 
regard it,  and  the  money  appropriated  wilt  remain 
idle  and  unexhausted  in  your  Treasury,  at  tbe  mo- 
ment, too,  when  you  are  borrowing  millions!  1 
deny  not  that  we  may  fall  upon  eru  times,  when 
it  may  become  necessary,  from  the  corruption  or 
partiality  of  the  Chief  BSagbtrate  and  the  Senat^ 
that  this  House  should  inteipose.  But  this  is  a 
case  merely  possible,  and  most  assuredly  not  now 
existing-  But  if  it  were — if  the  Executire  had  ac- 
tually declined  to  send  an  ambassador  to  any  Gor- 
emment,  where  our  best  interests  required  he  should 
be  sent,  I  ask,  could  you  counteract  such  a  policy 
by  a  mere  appropriation  ?  Believe  me,  it  would 
be  brtittm  /Mmm,  hard,  indeed,  but  inoperative ! 
No ;  the  course,  I  thiofc,  would  be  to  withhold  your 
appropriations  for  all  JVIiuisters,  imtil  the  Execu- 
tive should  perceive  the  necessity  of  pursuing  the 
path  of  duty.  Such  a  course  would  produce  the 
desired  effect,  but  it  would  be  harsh  and  unconr- 
teous,  and  only  to  be  justified  by  the  necessity  to 
be  found  in  an  extreme  case. 

We  hare  been  told,  that  it  is  due  to  the  dignity 
of  this  House  to  carry  into  ^fect  the  measure  of 
the  last  session.  'I  haa  thought  that  the  dignity  of 
a  nation,  like  that  of  an  indiridual,  depended  more 
upon  acnievement  than  loud  boasts  or  pompous 

fromises.  Let  your  appropriation  be  passed.  The 
'resident  still  refuses  to  appoint  an  ambassador ; 
and  I  ask  you,  where  is  your  dignity  then  ?  You 
have  wrestled  with  the  Executive,  but  you  hare 
gained  nothing  by  the  contest;  on  the  contrary, 
you  suffer  defeat,  and  the  dignified  attitude  you 
would  assume  belongs  to  him  who  has  obtained 
the  victory ! 

This  House  is  called  upon  to  be  consistent  with 
itself,  and  to  receive  the  proposed  amendment,  be- 
cause it  passed  the  resolution  of  the  last  session. 
It  aj^Mars  to  me  that  the  resolution  of  the  last 
sesaion  obtained  the  rotes  of  a  majority  on  a  ground 
entirely  distinct  from  that  taken  in  support  of  the 
present  proposititm.  It  rras  then  said,  "  pass  the 
resolution,  it  will  give  vifor  to  the  cause  of  the 
Patriots ;  it  will  restore  their  confidence,  revive 
their  drooping  spirits,  advance  their  interests  P 
The  House  listened  to  the  inspiring  invocation  j  it 
was  passed,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  it  was 
productive  of  aoy  of  the  happy  conset^uences  which 
w&e  foretold.  Was  it  received  with  (joy,  with 
bonfires,  and  illuminations  ?  Did  it  stnke  terror 
to  the  Royal  army,  or  lead  the  Patriots  to  victory? 
If  these  were  its  effects,  they  have  to  this  moment 
been  to  me  a  secret.  Now,  howerer,  the  object  is 
varied.  It  is  no  longer  to  assist  and  encourage 
the  Patriots  by  an  expression  of  public  opinion, 
but  to  coerce  tne  Executive  opttuj  to  recognise, 
as  a  permanrat  and  established  Qoremment,  some 
one  of  the  South  American  Republics.  If,  in- 
deed, the  supporters  of  the  restdntion  of  the  last 
session  intended  to  pursue  their  project  to  thb 

Eoint,  why  did  they  not  follow  up  that  resolution 
y  a  proposition  like  that  now  submitted  ?  Was 
it  beMuse  they  were  hopeless  of  success  1  If  so, 
the  principle  upon  wliich  their  resolution  passed 
must  of  necessity  be  different  from  that  upon  wbieb 
they  would  suj^rt  the  appropriation;  because^ 
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if  they  were  the  »me,  the  majority  sustaining  the 
resolution  would  likewise  have  supported  an  ap- 
propriation. If  they  could  have  succeeded,  and 
did  not  make  the  effort,  did  they  act  wisely  in 
postponiog  a  measure  which  they  have  so  much 
at  heart,  and  which,  they  say,  is  so  iotimatety 
connected  with  the  dignity  of  this  House  and'  this 
nation  ? 

It  is  said,  that  our  respect  for  Spain  should  not 
deter  us  from  adopting  the  amendment,  hecaase 
Spain,  regenerated  as  she  is,  has  levelled  a  severe 
blow  at  our  commerce.  If  this  be  so^e  shall 
make  it  the  subject  of  nes[0tiation.  We  shall 
fairly  develope  the  causes  of  complaint,  and  re- 

Jiuire  the  proper  redress;  but  I  hope  we  shall  not, 
or  the  purpose  of  avengingg^  injuryi  no  matter 
how  serious  it  may  he,  recognise  the  independence 
of  the  colonies.  Such  a  policy  would  justly  be 
considered  by  the  world  as  wanting  in  that  candor 
and  magnaamiity  for  which  this  nation  has  been 
singutany  remarkable;  and  the  provinces  them- 
selves would  be  but  little  obliged  to  you  for  a 
patronage  extended  at  the  latest  ooar,  not  by  your 
good  wUl  and  devotion  to  liberty,  but  by  feeungs 
of  resentment  towards  Old  Spain.  If  your  com- 
mercial difficulties  with  Spain  be  really  great, 
and  it  be  important  to  remove  them,  so  far  from 
operating  to  the  adoption  of  a  measure  which 
must  be  offensive  to  her,  they  should  teach  us 
greater  circumspection,  and  we  should  take  care 
to  remove,  rather  than  increase,  the  obstacles  im- 
peding the  way  to  negotiation. 

As  an  inducement  to  adopt  the  amendment,  a 
resort  has  beea  had  to  the  p»fidy  of  Spain  since, 
and  the  long  diplomacy  preceding  the  first  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Florida  treaty.  Sir,  I  am  perfectlv 
aware  of  the  violation  of  a  hedged  faith,  of  whicn 
Spain  has  been  guilty,  and  I  admire  the  intre- 
pidity and  integrity  of  the  American  envoy,  who 
poured  the  language  of  truth  into  the  ear  of  a  cor- 
rupt Government ;  but  I  cannot  perceive  why,  if 
Spain  has  forgotten  that  justice  which  belongs  to 
a  virtuous  nation,  we  should,  on  that  account, 
hasten  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  her 
colonies.  It  would  be  to  shield  your  imprudence 
under  the  cover  of  her  wickedness.  No,  sir.  The 
time  was  when  you  might  have  repaired  the  in- 
jury you  had  sustained  by  using  the  remedy  within 
your  reach.  That  day  has  passed  by,  and  the  na- 
tion by  whom  you  were  wronged  is  now  voliu- 
tarily  upon  the  point  of  doing  you  justice.  The 
treaty  has  been  ratified,  and  Florida — ^which  gen- 
tlemen  hare  been  plea^  to  describe  as  a  howling 
desert,  a  collection  of  morasses,  but  which,  I  am 
credibly  informed,  is  possessed  of  the  most  de- 
lightful climate,  and  contains  some  of  the  finest 
lands  in  the  world — Florida  will  soon  pass  into 
your  possession.  We  have  demanded,  and  we  shall 
receive,  ample  retribution  for  the  injuries  of  which 
we  complamed,  and  if  we  are  a  generous  people, 
we  will  consign  to  forgetfulness  at  once  our  dis- 
contents and  tneir  provocations. 

But,  it  seems^  it  is  highly  necessary  to  us  to  pre- 
serve the  affection  of  the  Patriots.  Sir,  I  am  little 
skilled  in  the  conduct  of  nations,  but  Ihare  beim 
taught  to  believe,  that  we  are  to  expect  nothing 
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from  the  affection  of  any  nation.  It  is  to  self-in- 
terest that  we  must  address  ourselves,  and  not  to 
disinterested  friendship,  which  scarcely  has  exists 
ence  among  men,  even  in  the  smallest  societies, 
where  early  association  and  long  habit  would  be 
most  likely  to  cherish  it.  Rely  upon  it,  it  was  this 
selfish  feeling  which  gave  to  us  our  European  al- 
lies, during  Uie  Revolutionary  war,  and  not  the 
admiration  of  our  efforts,  or  the  love  of  our  insti- 
tutions. It  is  true,  the  sympathy  of  the  American 
people  enlists  itself  in  behalf  of  the  suffiaring 
colonies ;  bat,  when  we  deliberate  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  nation,  we  must  ask,  not  whether  we 
shall  pursue  the  feelings  of  the  pecqiUi  bat  if  it  be 
our  interest  to  pursue  them  ?  I  spok  not  of  sordid 
interest,  but  of  the  honor,  reputation,  and  happi- 
ness of  the  nation. 

We  have  listened  to  a  story  as  horrible  as  a  hide- 
ous barbarity  and  a  collection  of  obscene  cireum- 
stances  could  make  it.  It  is  not  the  first  time  I 
have  heard  such  a  narrative.  Atrocities  have 
been  related  which  leave  far  behind  them  the 
bloodiest  incidents  of  the  most  frantic  period  of 
the  French  revolution.  Some  of  these  doubtless 
have  their  foundation  in  fact,  but  may  they  not 
derive  a  deeper  coloring  from  that  love  of  the 
marvellous  and  terrible  which  is  inseparable  from 
our  nature  7  If  we  remember  that  tnis  has  been 
a  contest  of  extermination  on  both  sides,  unregu- 
lated by  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare,  can  we  be- 
lieve that  to  the  roydists  aknie  belongs  the  gattt 
df  cold-blooded  murder,  and  more  crad  butche- 
ries ?  Or,  would  it  not  be  fair  to  admi^  that  the 
same  circumstances  have  produced  the  like  ex- 
cesses in  both  parties  1  In  this  point  of  view,  then, 
there  can  be  no  reason  why  you  should  extend 
favor  to  the  one  at*  the  expense  o£  the  other.  But, 
unless  my  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Tbihble) 
shall  insist  that  his  authority  is  indisputable,  1 
cannot  implicitly  give  credence  to  the  anecdote  he 
has  told.  And  why  7  Because  I,  in  common  with 
that  gentleman,  have  a  high  respect  for  the  char- 
acter and  talents  of  the  patriot  chieftain  Bolivar. 
When  the  late  armistice  was  concluded,  those  who 
had  long  been  foes  met  as  friends ;  in  the  moment 
of  conviviality  all  sorrows  and  enmities  were  for- 
gotten, and  Morillo  was  clasped  in  the  warm  em- 
brace of  Bolivar!  Sir,  who  is  Bolivar  7  Ask  the 
gentlemen  who  lu^  this  appropriation,  and  they 
will  tell  you,  he  is  the  emaneipaior  an  empire ; 
a  hero  to  whom  history  fumiuieB  no  resemblance, 
but  in  the  magnanimity  and  virtues  of  our  own 
Washingtion  1  And  do  we  find  this  wisest,  braves^ 
best  of  men,  courting  eorTupti«i  to  hjs  anus ; 
greeting  a  fiend  in  human  form  with  the  emotions 
of  friendship  7 

Sir,  the  scene  I  have  just  described  either  |daces 
the  character  of  Morillo  in  a  more  favorable  point 
of  view,  or  obscures,  in  some  measure,  the  repu- 
tation of  Bolivar.  I  am  not  the  apologist  of  the 
Spanish  (General ;  I  like  his  character  little,  and 
his  cause  less ;  but  we  are  tau^rht  that  it  is  proper 
to  rescue  even  the  worst  men  Irom  unmerited  ob- 
loquy. Admit,  however,  all  that  has  been  said  to 
be  true,  is  this  the  argument  by  which  it  is  made 
manifest  that  we  ought  to  reci^nisetfae  independ- 
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ence  of  South  America  7  Sir,  it  may  move  your 
pityj  or  rouse  your  abhorrence,  but  it  cannot  reach 
the  judgment. 

Finally,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  appears  to  me  inexpe- 
dient to  make  the  appropriation  proposed,  because 
Spain  and  her  colonies  are  at  this  moment  ea- 
deaToring  to  put  an  end  to  their  long,  and  barbar- 
ous, and  uoody  warfare.  Why  then  should  we 
interpose  between  the  negotiating  parties,  and  de- 
cree that  for  them  which  they  are,  of  themselTes, 
considering  ?  It  would  be  an  act  of  supererogation 
in  our  Qoremment  to  interfere  at  such  a  crisis. 

For  these  Reasons  I  am  constrained  to  Tote 
against  the  iHvposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  Lowndes  made  the  closing  speech,  in  fur- 
ther objections  to  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's 
motion,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxAS— Mesne.  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Andenon,  Archer  of  Virgioift,  Baker,  Ball, 
Bateman,  Beeeher,  BlackleJge,  Boden,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Batter  of  Loaiiiaoa,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Caae,  CJark, 
Clay,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Calbretb,  Cal- 
Mper,  Cathbert,  Darlington,  Davidion,  Earle,  Fisher, 
F)(7^Ford,Gron  of  New  York,  Gross  ofPennaylvania, 
Hackler,  Hall  of  N.  York,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
man,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kinsej,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  McCreary  ,MeLean  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Malla^,  Marcband,  Meecb,  Metcalf,  Monell,  R. 
Moore,  8.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Murray,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phiiaon,  Pitcher,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
Tarr.  Tnqr,  Trimble,  Tndter  of  Virginia,  Udree» 
Upfaam,  Van  Renssdaer,  Walker,  Wallace,  and  Wii- 
luuns  of  Vuginia— 79. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen 
of  Maasaehusetts,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Barbour,  Bayly, 
Brevard,  Bntab,  Boffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  N.  Hamp- 
ddre,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane,  Denni- 
son,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsvlvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis, 
Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Gray, 
Gayon,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hemphill, 
HiU,  Hobart,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kent,  J^a- 
throp,  Livetmore,  Lowndes,  Maclay.  McCoy,  MeCul- 
lougn,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Mont- 
gomery, Morton,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  Plamer,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards, Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rnss,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jerssy,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tom^uns,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Wufleld,  Wendover,  Whitman,  WUliama  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood— 86. 

So  the  motion  was  rqeeted. 

Mr.  Beecher  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  a  provision  appropriating  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  repair  of  the  Cum- 
berland Road,  bein;;  a  part  of  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  appropriations  for  completing  that  road. 

The  motion  was  negatived ;  and  the  bill  was 
thenordeied  to  be  engrossed  fora  thirdreadinff. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  actjoumed  nntirto- 
ntonow. 
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Satdbday,  February  10. 
Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '-An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  representatives  of  Patience  Gordon, 
widow,  deceased,"  made  a  report  thereon,  recom- 
mending that  the  said  bill  be  rejected ;  which  was 
read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  taSe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HABom,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  exempting  from  the  custom- 
house duties  all  such  articles  which  are  now  by 
law  subject  to  duty,  as  may  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  imported  for  the  express  use  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  cathedral  and  coflege  erected  and 
established  at  Bardstown,  in  KentuclEy. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to 
in-ovide  an  uniform  system  of  organization  for  the 
militia  of  the  different  States  and  Territories,  and 
for  instructing  the  officers  of  the  same  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States,  be  discharged,  and 
that  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
termined m  the  negative. 
Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
"  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Government  for  the  year  1&21 and 

"An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads 

Were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed  and 
sent  to  the  S^iate. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Bdtleb,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted  the 
following  Joint  resolution: 

Semlved,  by  the  Senate  end  Jhute  of  R^retenUi' 
live*  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Coi^rete  as- 
gembUd,  That  the  people  of  Missouri  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  auUiorized  to  form  a  new  constitution,  or 
to  alter  the  constitution  which  they  have  already 
formed  and  presented  to  Congress,  in  such  way  and 
manner  as  they  may  judge  most  proper,  and  snbioit 
the  same  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  being  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal Sutes. 

Mr.  ToHLinsoN  said,  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  frora  New  Hampshire  was  certainly 
entitled  to  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
House,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  gentle- 
men an  oi^ttunity  to  examine  the  proposition, 
Mr.  T.  moTed  that  it  be  laid  upon  Uie  table  and 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  ddivered  in  the  follow- 
ing report  and  amendment: 

flu  select  committee  to  whom  was  refinxed  the  ns- 
olntion  fiom  Uie  Senate  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  have,  according  ta 
order,  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave 
to  snbmit  to  the  Hoase  the  following  report : 

That  they  have  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  dw 
da^  assigned  diem  by  die  House,  with  tha  most  aix> 
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ions  ddira  to  airive  at  ft  condoiion  which  woqU  (Its 
ganml  MtfaAotion ;  that,  in  the  proMcntimi  of  thii 
pvpOMt  it  Mametl  to  them  to  be  VMtal  to  MC«rt«in, 
w  the  flnt  piftce,  by  •  full  aocl  fnuik  comperiton  of 
oinnioas  unong  ihemaelvee,  whetber  tnj,  and  what, 
conditioiu  ousht  to  be  (n-eicribed  to  the  admisiion  of 
MiMonri  into  the  Union ;  that,  on  making  thii  com- 
PftriMiDt  the  opinion  appeared  to  be  nearly  unanimous 
ID  the  committee,  that  no  other  uonditioni  ought  now 
to  be  nquirad  ttuui  thow  which  were  ipecifled  in  the 
■et  of  the  latt  aeenon  of  Coagreet,  providing  for  Uie 
admiaeioa  of  Mieeouri  into  the  Union ;  and  that,  con- 
sidering all  the  circumstancea  attending  that  act,  the 
eettlement  which  it  made  of  the  question  of  rostriction 
ooght  not  to  be  disturbed ;  that  this  opinion  limited 
their  subseqnent  inquiry  to  the  consideration  of  the 
single  qnestion,  whetber  the  conatitation  which  Mie- 
soari  hu  formed  for  herself  contained  any  thing  in  it 
lAieh  flimMMd  a  valid  objaetion  to  her  incorporation 
in  the  Unini  1  And,  on  that  qneatioD,  they  thought 
that  there  was  no  other  povision  in  that  constitution 
to  which  Congress  could  of  right  take  exception,  but 
that  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  ma- 
lattoes  from  going  to  and  settling  in  the  said  State. 
In  regard  to  that  dause,  the  same  diversity  of  opinion 
existed  among  the  members  of  the  committee  which 
had  been  previoaaly  manifostcd  in  the  House  •  one 
poctitm  belMviog  it  liaUa  to  an  Interpretation  repag* 
nant  ti  tiie  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  the 
other  thinking  it  not  exposed  to  that  objection,  w 
that,  if  it  were,  the  exceptionable  interpretation  was 
snperseded  by  the  paramonntanthorityof  the  Federal 
Constitution. 

With  these  conflicting  opinions,  the  committee 
thought  it  best  that,  without  either  side  abandoning 
its  opinion,  an  endeavor  should  be  made  to  frame  an 
amendment  to  the  Senate's  resolution,  which,  com- 
promitting  neither,  durald  contain  an  adequate  saoa- 
ri^  against  the  violation  of  the  privileges  and  immu- ' 
nitiea  of  dtiaena  of  other  States  in  Miisonri ;  and,  a 
Usjority  of  the  committee  thinking  that  each  aeeority 
could  not  be  suffidently  afiorded  without  some  pre- 
vious act  to  be  done  by  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
the  amendment  was  finally  agreed  upon,  which  they 
now  beg  leave  to  report. 

Aecdvding  to  this  amendment,  Missouri  is  to  be  ad- 
mttted  into  the  Union  upon  Ui*  fondamentd  condi- 
tion, that  die  diall  never  pass  any  laws  preventing 
any  description  of  persons  from  going  to  and  settiing 
in  the  said  State,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be- 
come, dtizena  of  any  of  the  States  in  this  Union ;  and, 
upon  the  Legishitnre  of  the  said  State  signifying  iu 
aasent  to  that  condition,  by  a  sdemn  public  act,  which 
is  to  bo  communicated  to  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
States,  he  is  to  prodaim  the  fact,  ud  thereupon  the 
•dmissbn  of  tiie  said  State  into  the  Union  is  to  be 
oomplete,  without  any  further  or  other  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Congress.  To  prevent,  however,  this 
amendment  from  bdng  eondaered  as  impairing  any 
rif^twhich  may  appertain  to  Missouri,  in  common  with 
o&er  States,  to  exclude  from  her  jurisdiction  persons 
under  peculiar  drcnmstances,  (sudi  as  paupers,  vaga- 
bonds, Ac,)  a  further  proviso  is  added,  dedaring  that 
nothing  in  the  sdd  amendment  is  to  bo  construed  to 
tiJte  from  Missouri,  when  admitted  into  the  Union,  the 
Merctse  of  any  right  ot  power  which  the  origind 
Stales  m^  oonstitutionally  axert. 

The  modification  whidi  the  comnuttM  thu  respect* 


ftally  recommend  of  the  Senate's  tesdnlioa,  fi  tta  re- 
sult otm  qtbitof  concord,  under  the  guidance  of  whidi 
they  have  anxiondy  eou^t,  without  the  sacrifice  of 
prtndple  on  either  side,  to  reoondle  the  variant  opin- 
ions among  them.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  that 
Missouri,  solicitous  as  she  must  be,  to  partidpate  in  aQ 
ttie  high  advantages  of  our  excdient  Union,  will 
eagerly  seize  the  opportunity  of  testi^ing  her  attadi- 
ment  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  by  giving  the  solemn 
jdedge  which  aha  is  asked  to  make,  to  reepeet  the  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  which  it  aecnrea  to  dtiwin  of 
other  States — a  pledge  become  neoeasary,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  t\M  House,  by 
the  terms  wliieh  she  has  employed  in  *a  dauae  of  her 
constitution.  will  there  be  a  doubt  of  the  sinos- 
rity  or  efficacy  of  such  a  pledge.  On  the  other  hand, 
if,  by  poetponing,  for  a  short  period,  her  admiadon  into 
the  Union — a  dreumstance  every  day  leee  and  lass  im- 
pntant,  in  consaqnaneaofthe  lapae  of  ttie  lime  allot- 
ted to  this  aMsion,  those  who  thought  her  invsMedwittL 
a  perfect  right  to  be  admitted,  without  deby,  are  not 
fully  gratified,  they  will  be  consded  by  the  reflectioii 
tiiat  the  amendment  requires  only  the  performance 
a  precise  and  simple  act,  which  cannot  be  mistaken 
by  the  highly  responsible  officer  to  whom  the  judg- 
ment of  its  execution  is  confided ;  and  the  whole 
Houae  must  be  gratified  with  any  proper  diepoeition 
of  the  enlgect,  which  will  henceforth  nee  the  piAfio 
ddiberatione  from  the  agitation  and  diaturbanca  to 
which  it  is  but  too  likely  dways  to  give  rise.  And 
your  committee  believe  that  all  must  aidenUy  uoiu  in 
wishing  an  amicable  termination  of  a  qnestion  which, 
if  it  be  longer  kept  open,  cannot  fail  to  produce,  and 
poesibly  to  perpetuate,  prejudices  and  animodtiea 
among  a  people  to  whom  the  eonaervation  of  their 
moral  ties  should  be  even  dearer,  if  poedblc^  than  that 
of  their  political  bond.  Sharing,  as  the  committee  do, 
latge^  in  this  sentiment,  they  respectfully  submit  to 
the  House  the  amendment  which  they  propoae,  in  tha 
hi^  that  it  will  be  recdved  and  considered  in  ths 
same  spirit  in  which  it  hsi  been  devised. 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  be"  in  the  third  line 
of  the  Senate's  resolution,  and  insert 

"Admitted  into  this  Union  on  an  equd  footing  vrith. 
the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  upon  the 
fundamental  condition,  that  the  said  Stste  shsll  never 
pass  any  law  [ovventtng  any  descriptioi  of  persona 
from  coming  to  and  settling  in  the  sdd  Sute,  who 
now  are  or  hereafter  may  become  dtiaans  of  a^  of 
the  Ststea  of  thia  Union  :  And  provided,  aUo,  That 
the  Legislature  of  the  sdd  State,  by  a  solemn  public 
act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  Slate  to  the 
said  ibndameotd  condition,  and  shdl  transmit  to  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  fborth 
Monday  of  November  next,  an  authentic  eofij  of  the 
sdd  act;  upon  the  receipt  whereof  the  Preddoit^  hy 
proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact;  whereopoo, 
and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  the  admisdon  of  the  said  State  into  tUs 
Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete :  Andprwidtd 
further.  That  nothing  herein  contained  sbalT be  con- 
strued to  take  from  the  sdd  State  of  Missouri,  when 
admitted  into  thia  Union,  the  exercise  of  any  right  ox 
power  which  can  now  be  conatitutionaUy  exerdaed 
any  of  the  origind  States." 

The  resolution,  with  the  report,  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Clay,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  \  and  Mr. 
Clay  ^ve  notice  that  he  sboutd  call  tot  its  oon- 
sideratiou  on  Monday. 
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SOUTH  AHERICAN  PROVINCES. 

Mr.  Clay  rott,  and  submitted  for  coDsideratton 
the  followiofi  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Repretentttivn  par- 
ttcipttni  with  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the 
deep  intereat  which  thej  feel  for  the  succew  of  the 
Spanish  province*  of  South  America  which  are  etrog- 
gling  to  eatablidi  their  libotj  and  independence ;  and 
that  it  wilt  give  tta  Conatitntional  support  to  the  Pre- 
■ident  of  the  United  8tate%  whenever  he  may  deem 
it  expediflot  to  recognise  the  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence of  any  of  the  mid  provinces. 

In  ofiering  this  resolution,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was 
influenced  by  the  general  solicitude  which  he  felt 
on  this  subject,  and  by,  the  cooTiction  that  there 
was  a  majority  of  the  House  In  favor  of  an  ex- 
pression of  a  sentiment  favorable  to  the  cause  of 
the  people  of  the  Spanish  provinces.  The  vote  of 
yesterday,  to  the  contrary,  was  influenced,  in  a 
irreat  d^«e,  it  was  evident,  by  considerations  of 
form.  He  had  framed  this  resolution  so  as,  he 
hoped,  to  be  unexceptionable  in  that  respect ;  and, 
thotigh  it  did  not  go  as  far  as  he  wished  to  go,  it 
went  to  a  certain  extent  in  ginng  the  counten- 
ance of  this  Hoose  to  the  exertions  of  the  people 
of  the  South.  Mr.  C.  said,  as  the  subject  was 
welt  understood,  and  he  wished  not  to  consume 
the  time  of  the  liouse,  he  should  not  debate  the 

Eroposition,  unless  he  should  be  obliged  to  do  so 
y  debate  against  it. 

Mr.  Reid  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table,  for  consideration,  as  well  because  of  the 
general  importance  of  any  proposition  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  propriety  of  acting  on  it  with  delib- 
eration, as  because  the  gentleman  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
LowNUEs)  was  this  day  absent. 

Mr.  Clay  stated,  that  he  had  informed  his 
friend  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Afiairs,  who  was  absent  from  a  temporary  indis- 
position, that  he  intended  to  submit  such  a  pro- 
position as  this  to-day ;  and  received  for  answer 
that  he  did  not  care  about  being  present  at  the  dis- 
conion,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  sent  for. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  nude  a  few  remarks, 
to  show  that  the  House  ought  to  act  with  caation 
and  ddiberation  on  a  propositioin  of  this  sort, 
which,  for  aught  they  Knew,  might  coi^promit 
thepeace  of  the  country. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  resulted  thus:  For  it  laying  on 
the  table  71 ;  against  it  72. 

So  the  motion  was  lost ;  and  the  question  was 
stated  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution. 

Here  arose  a  debate,  which  occupied  the  whole 
day. 

Mr.  Wood  first  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion -y  because  it  proposed  to  make  needless  pro- 
fessions, and  was  not  therefore  consistent  with 
self-feipecC ;  because,  if  it  had  any  object,  it  was 
an  eocroachment  on  the  power  of  the  EnentiTe, 
and  might  jvodnee  a  collision  between  the  two 
departments  of  GoTemment,  which  was  much  to 
be  deprecated. 

Mr.  Fi'OYD  referred  to  an  earlymessage  of  Pre- 
aident  Washington  to  Congress,  to  ibaw  that,  at 
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that  time,  the  previous  consent  of  Congress  was 
thought  necessary  to  the  institution  of  foreign  mis- 
sions }  thence^  and  from  other  considerations,  ar- 
guing that  this  resolution,  so  far  from  interfering 
with  the  Executive  prerogatire  was  a  fair  exercise 
of  the  undoabted  nghts  of  this  House.  Mr.  F. 
also  supported  the  proposition  on  the  ground  of 
expediency,  and  as  going  to  counteract  uie  policy 
of  the  Holy  Alliance  by  organizing  a  difforent 
policy  on  this  side  of  the  water,  &c. 

Mr.  Archer  required  a  division  of  the  qnea- 
tion,  so  as  to  take  it  first  on  the  first  member  of 
the  resolution.  And  the  question  was  accord- 
ingly stated  on  agreeing  thereto  in  the  following 
words :  ' 

Rooked,  That  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  par- 
ticipates with  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the 
deep  interest  which  they  feel  for  the  taecesa  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  Sooth  America  which  era  strog- 
gUng  to  eatabliah  their  liberty  and  independence. 

Mr.  Robertson  deprecated  the  |>assage  of  the 
whole  resolution  as  supererogatory,  if  not  of  inju- 
rious tendency.  If  it  was  intended  only  to  apprize 
the  Executive  that  thb  House  would  support  aim, 
that  had  been  done  by  the  vote  of  last  session  j  if 
it  was  to  express  the  sentiment  of  this  House  in 
regard  to  the  subject,  that  too  had  been  done  hf 
the  vote  of  last  session ;  and  a  repetition  of  snen. 
declarations  conld  serve  only  to  show  a  doubt  of 
our  own  constancy.  If,  however,  it  was  intended 
to  goad  (he  Executive  into  a  departure  from  its 
hitherto  wise  policy  on  this  subject,  he  was  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  it,  du:.  Mr.  R.  concluded  by 
saying,  that  as  the  proposition  was  divided,  he 
should,  though  he  deemed  such  a  declaration 
wholly  supetflootis  and  unnecessary,  vote  in  favor 
of  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution,  and  against 
the  second. 

Mr.  Wood  then  moved  that  the  whole  subject 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Montgomery  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  indefinite  pos^nemcnt.  and, 
should  that  not  prevail,  against  both  brancnes  of 
the  resolution.  He  was  opposed  to  the  first  part 
of  it,  as  asserting  what  be  did  not  know  to  be  the 
fact,  and  what  he  did  not  believe  to  be  the  fact  as 
regarded  his  immediate  constituents — that  the 
people  take  a  deep  interest  in  a  matter  wholly 
foreign  to  them.  The  second  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion ne  wholly  disapproved.  He  believed  it  to 
be  the  true  policy  of  thv^  country  to  stand  aloof 
from  this  conflict,  as  the  Powers  of  Europe,  more 
deeply  interested,  had  done.  Were  we  to  engage 
in  it,  it  was  difficult  to  predict  how  it  would  end, 
&e.  Mr.  M.  suggested,  however,  that  the  motion 
had  an  object  something  deeper  than  an  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  and  that  it 
might  be  intended  to  goad  the  President  into  a 
course  of  policy  which  his  judgment  did  not  ap- 
prove, ana  vhich  the  nation  did  not  wish  for. 

Mr.  Ttler  assigned  the  grounds  on  which, 
though  he  had  voted  against  ul  the  other  proposi- 
tions of  ^e  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  should 
vote  fbr  this.  The  first  pa.rt  of  it,  he  said,  asked 
hhn  only  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  his  constitu- 
cots;  and,  knowing  well  their  feeUngs  on  this 
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subject,  he  eoald  not  hesitate  to  vote  in  the  affir- 
mative upon  it.  The  second  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion onlr  proposed  to  decUre,  that  the  Preudent 
of  the  United  States  enjoys  so  much  the  confi- 
dence of  this  House,  that,  whenever  he  should 
think  proper  to  recognise  the  independence  of  any 
of  the  Southern  provinces,  it  will  support  him  in 
it.  To  this.  Mr.  T.  had  no  objection.  In  voting 
for  the  whole  proposition,  he  should  only  express 
the  sentiment  of  his  heart,  a  deep  sympathy  for  a 
people  struggling  for  liberty,  &c. 

Mr.  Walkeb  expressed  his  sentiments  decidedly 
in  favor  of  the  whole  resolution.  The  subject,  he 
said,  was  near  his  heart ;  and  he  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  throw  our  weight  into  the  scale  of  liberty. 
He  enumerated  several  considerations  which  in- 
fluenced him  to  this  course,  among  which  were 
the  general  duty  of  individuals  and  of  societies  to 
sympathize  with  and  do  good  to  one  another ;  the 
similarity  of  the  stmgvle  of  these  prorincea  with 
Spain  to  that  of  onr  Revolution ;  the  similarity, 
too,  of  their  forms  of  government,  &c.  He  was 
not  afraid  of  trusting  the  President  and  had  no 
fear  of  committing  him,  bv  passing  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Merceb  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  was 
in  favor  of  this  resolution,  and  against  the  post- 
ponement. He  disclaimed  any  want  of  confidence 
m  the  Executive :  nor  did  the  resolution  upon 
any  such  ground,  but  on  the  contrary  its  very 
terms  excluded  such  a  conclusion.  He  considered 
it  as  differing  widely  in  principle  from  the  propo- 
sition to  make  an  appropriation  for  sending  a 
Minister  or  Ministers  to  South  America.  Adv^t* 
ing  to  the  supposed  power  of  the  President  to  re- 
ct^ise  the  independence  of  a  Qovernment  by 
receiving  a  Minister  as  well  as  by  sendiuE  one,  in 
which  recognition  the  Senate  would  Have  no 
voice,  it  became  this  House,  he  said,  to  share  a 
part  of  the  responsihUity  which  the  Executive 
would  incur  by  such  a  recognition.  He  doubted, 
himself,  whether  the  President  could  rect^nise  the 
independence  of  a  foreign  Power,  by  receiving  a 
Minister,  without  the  consent  of  this  House.  By 
this  resolution,  without  prescribing  any  thing  to 
the  President,  that  difficulty  would  be  removed. 
With  regard  to  his  constituents,  Mr.  M.  expressed 
in  strone  terms  his  conviction  of  the  deep  feeling 
which  they  entertained  favorable  to  the  South 
Americans.  Though  approving  of  the  course  of 
the  President  in  regard  to  the  colonies  hitherto, 
more  than  he  did  of  his  course  to  the  mother 
country,  (alluding  to  the  occupation  of  Florida 
during  the  Seminole  war,)  he  should  yet  cheer- 
fnllr  vote  for  the  whole  resolution. 

Mr.  CbAOETT  stated  the  reasons  why,  though 
approving  of  the  sentiments  in  the  resolation,  he 
could  not  vote  for  it.  He  considered  the  question 
to  be  the  same  in  substance  as  that  to  which  he 
yesterday  gave  a  negative  vote.  So  far  as  the 
provinces  were  engaged  against  the  Spanish  Gov- , 
emment,  they  had  his  best  wishes  and  sincere 
sympathy;  but,  he  suggested,  that,  according  to 
the  best  accounts  we  have,  their  struggle  is  more 
amongst  themselves,  and,  so  far,  was  one  in  which 
we  could  feel  no  sympathy.  He  expressed  his 
surprise  at  the  comiMirisons  which  had  been  so  of- 
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ten  made  between  the  ease  of  theie  provinees  and 
that  of  onr  Revolution,  betwe«i  which  the  reaein- 
blance  was  at  least  remote.  Believing  that  the 

Eower  of  Fecognition  was  confided  to  another 
ranch  of  the  Government,  both  competent  and 
disposed  to  exercise  it  when  proper,  and  for  other 
reasons  which  he  assigned,  he  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Cobb  assigned  the  considerations  which  in- 
duced him  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  passing  this 
resolution,  though  entertaining  a  feeling  of  deep 
sympathy  with  the  Southern  provinces.  Hehad,  he 
said,  almost  a  similar  feeling  in  regard  to  the  peo- 
ple of  old  Spain,  now  r^enemted  and  compara- 
tively free.  The  relative  situation  of  Spain  and 
her  colonies,  he  ar^ed,  was  now  essentially  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  was  two  or  three  yean  ago. 
They  were  then  struggling  aoinst  a  rdmltess 
tyranny ;  but  there  was  now  at  least  a  probalulity 
(referrmg  to  the  pacification  between  lloriUo  and 
Bolivar,  and  to  othn  indications)  that  old  Spain 
would  volnntarilj  do  justiM  to  the  colonies.  Mr. 
C.  thought  therefore  it  was  not  true  policy  at  this 
time  for  this  country  to  do  any  act  on  this  subject, 
however  inclined.  For  this  consideration,  and 
because  he  believed  the  Executive  felt  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  same  manner  as .  this  House  and  the 
nation,  and  as  he  had  indeed  expressly  said  in  bis 
meuage,  he  saw  no  occasion  for  passing  this  reso- 
lution. It  would  be  time  enough  to  act,  ne  argued, 
when  the  course  of  old  Spain  was  clearly  marked 
out.  If,  however,  thedirect  voteon  the  resolution 
was  forced  upon  the  House,  he  should  vote  for  the 
first  part,  but  against  the  second,  believing  that 
sound  policy  was  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Baldwin  opposed  the  resolution,  not  from 
any  hostility  to  its  avowed  object,  but  because  it 

Proposed  to  refer  to  the  President  an  act  wluch,  in 
is  opinion,  it  was  not  for  him,  bat  for  the  three 
braocnes  of  the  Qorerament  collectively,  to  per- 
form. If  any  thing  was  done  on  this  ■abject,  he 
wished  it  to  be  done  by  all  the  branches  of  tike 
Government. 

Mr.  Maclay  opposed  the  resolution,  although, 
were  he  to  suffer  his  feelings  to  govern  htm,  lie 
should  be  in  favor  of  it.  The  subject,  he  said, 
had  been  long  before  the  Executive,  and  much  de- 
liberated upon.  Before  such  a  resolution  as  this 
was  passed,  Mr.  M.  argued,  that  gentleman  ought 
to  be  possessed  of  full  information  on  the  subject — 
of  all  the  information  which  the  Executive  pos- 
sesses, and  by  which  its  course  has  been  influoi- 
ced,  that  they  might  judge  whether  that  Deuut- 
meat  had  or  had  not  pCTUimed  its  duty.  Boiev- 
ing  that  it  had  done  so,  and  would  hernfker  do  so, 
he  was  against  the  resuution. 

Mr.  STevEHS  defended  the  Constitutional  rig^t 
of  this  House  to  express  its  opinion  on  any  topic 
of  public  interest.  So  far  from  interfering  with 
the  Executive  authority,  he  regarded  such  expres- 
sions of  opinion  as  facilitating  the  exercise  ofmat 
authority,  this  being  a  Government  of  opinion, 
and  as  it  must  be  desirable  to  the  Executive  to 
know  what  public  opinion  is,  &c.  With  regard 
to  this  measure  being  a  goad  to  the  Executive, 
Mr.  S.  su{^;ested  that  there  was  no  reason  to  ap- 
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prehend  that  the  Executive  of  this  day  was  to 
be  alann«d  or  driTen  from  his  course  by  any  such 
measure.  He  was  Id  favor  of  the  resolve  as  an 
expressioa  of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  on  a  poiot 
on  which  he  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  his 
individual  opinion. 

Mr.  BaowN  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  to  enter 
into  a  lengthy  argument,  nor  would  he  have  arisen 
at  all  had  there  not  appeared  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion between  two  of  his  colleagues,  (Mr.  Clay 
and  Mr.  Montqomert,)  upon  a  point  in  which 
the  character  of  his  immeatate  constituents  and 
the  State  at  large,  seemed  to  him  much  concerned. 
He  meant  no  less  than  a  diversity  of  opinion  as 
to  the  sensibiiitv  of  Kentucky  to  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty, in  which  tne  patriots  of  South  America  were 
engaged,  and  to  the  protracted  suffering  of  that 
opprewed  people.  His  coUeagae,  the  honorable 
mover  of  this  resolution,  (Mr.  Clat,)  believed 
that  the  pecntte  of  Kentnclcy  took  a  de^  int«est 
in  the  straff  of  the  patriots  of  Sontb  America. 
His  colleague  (Mr.  Montoohesy)  did  not  know 
that  his  constituents  felt  such  an  interest.  Mr.  B. 
said,  that  he  was  free  to  declare  it  as  hu  belief 
that  the  peoide  of  Kentucky  didTeel  a  lively  and 
strong  interest  for  the  success  of  the  Patriot  cause ; 
and  uat  he  was  led  to  this  conclusion  whether  he 
judged  from  the  expressions  of  those  with  whom 
It  bad  been  bis  pleasure  to  mingle,  the  rumor  of 
the  country  at  laive,  from  the  entertainments 
given  in  honor  of  hb  colleague  (Mr.  Clay,)  at 
which  sincae  thanks  had  been  expressed  for  his 
disinterested  ardor  and  fervid  eloquence,  in  sup- 
port of  the  cause  of  the  Patriots;  or  whether  he 
judged  from  the  almost  universal  expression  of  the 
wish  of  the  people  for  the  success  of  the  Patriots, 
at  each  successive  anniversary  of  our  indepen- 
dence, when,  in  the  social  and  festive  circle,  the 
feelings  of  the  heart  have  been  most  free  and  un- 
disguised. He  said,  finally,  to  trouUe  the  House 
no  further  upon  this  point,  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  feelings  of  the  constituents  of  his  honora- 
ble coUeague,  (Mr.  Montgomery,)  he  would  un- 
hesitatingly pledge  himself  to  the  House,  that  the 
people  of  that  portion  of  the  State  which  be  had 
the  honor  to  represent  did  take  a  warm  and  deep 
interest  in  the  cause  of  South  American  liberty. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  while  up,  he  would  take  occa- 
sion to  say,  that  no  member  upon  that  floor  enter- 
tained more  favorable  sentiments  of  the  ratriot- 
ism  and  wisdom  of  our  venerable  Chief  Magis- 
trate than  he  did;  a  patriotism  established  by  a 
long  life  of  devotion  to  his  country,  in  high  and 
responsible  stations.  He  would,  on  all  occasions, 
refrain  from  invadioe  the  prert^tives  of  every 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Qovemment,  or  from 
wantonly  or  lightly  injuring  the  feelings  of  anv  of 
her  officers  j  toe  first  would  be  unwise,  the  last 
cruel.  But,  while  he  entertained  these  sentiments, 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  he  had  felt,  on 
more  occasions  than  one,  this  House  somewhat 
humiliated,  by  the  display  of  an  inflamed  sensi- 
bility for  the  fedings  and  prerogatives  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department.  For  one,  he  was  disposed  to 
act,  when  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty,  without  so 
nuich  regard  to  these  considerations.  He  be^;ed 


leave  to  suggut,  for  the  coiuideration  of  gentle- 
men who  dauned  to  be  the  exclusive  friends  of 
the  Executive,  whether  the  course  which  they 
pursued  was  not  calculated  to  defeat  the  object 
which  they  bad  in  view^  by  authorizing  an  opin- 
ion that  their  approbation  was  a  blind  one ;  or 
that  they  feared  his  measures  would  not  bear 
scrutiny!  He  hoped  and  believed  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  not  disappoint  the  favorable  expecta- 
tions of  his  country.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  each 
branch  of  the  Government,  must,  or  ought  to  act 
iipon  the  information  which  each  severally  pos- 
sessed, and  not  upon  that  which,  by  possibility, 
might  be  possessed  by  another. 

He  knew  not  what  information  was  possessed 
by  the  President  beyond  his  own ;  be  admitted  it 
to  be  his  right,  and  often  his  duty,  (and  he  should 
not  contend  that  he  had  violated  either  on  thin 
occasion,)  to  retain  within  his  own  deparunent 
the  information  which  he  collected ;  and  while  be 
most  willingly  admitted  that  the  President  might 
be  free  from  blame,  judging  by  the  facts  beutre 
him,  the  President  would  have  the  liberality  not 
to  censure  Congress,  should  they  arrive  at  a  aiffi»- 
ent  conclusion  from  the  facts  within  their  knowl- 
edge, and  not  those  known  to  him,  and  of  which 
they  were  ignorant.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  would 
frankly  declare,  that,  from  the  information  which 
he  had,  (by  some  reading  and  inquirjr  obtained, 
but  which  he  would  not  consume  the  time  of  the 
House  to  communicate,)  he  had  believed  this  Gov- 
ernment too  cold  and  tardy  in  its  advance  towards 
areco^ition  of  the  Patriot  Governments  of  South 
America;  but,  whether  right  or  wrong,  he  en- 
tertained no  doubt  that  the  President  had,  with 
the  most  anxious  wish»  for  his  country's  good, 

Eursued  the  course  of  policy  which  he  had  done, 
[e  beUeved  this  an  occasion  on  which  it  com- 
ported with  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  Amei^ 
lean  Congress  to  express  their  own  sentiments,  as 
welt  as  uose  which  they  believed  actuated  their 
constituents;  and,  after  having  borne  this  evidence, 
he  had  great  confidence  that  the  President,  ^vii^ 
that  consideration  to  this  proceeding  which  it 
merited,  and  reviewing  the  whole  circumstances, 
would  decide  wisely  and  satisfactorily.  And 
should  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  in  which  is 
conuiaed  a  pledge  of  support,  have  the  effect  of 
encouraging  and  strengthening  the  confidence  of 
the  President  in  the  policy  of  treating  the  revo- 
lutionary governments  of  South  America  with 
more  kindness  than  heretofore,  he,  for  one,  should 
not  deplore  the  result.  But,  Mr.  B.  said.  I  have 
felt  myself  still  more  humiliated  when  any  deoart- 
ment  of  the  Goverumeut,  and  more  particularly 
the  members  of  this  House,  have  esteemed  it  neces- 
sary to  predicate  our  movements,  essentially,  upon 
the  smiles  or  frowns  of  foreini  Governments. 

Several  gentlemen  have  alluded  to  the  disasters 
which  might  arise  from  giving  offence  to  the 
crowned  heads  across  the  Atlantic.  I  would  not, 
sir,  disregard  the  interests,  opinions^  or  even  the 
feelings  of  foreign  nations;  but,  giving  a  due 
weight  to  these  considerations,  the  American 
Government  should  decide  upon  its  true  interest 
and  policy,  and  having  done  so,  proceed  with  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1067  HISTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1088 


H.  OP  R. 


firm  and  steady  pace,  fearless  of  the  conseqaenceE 
of  displeasnre  from  abroad.  Mr.  B.  said,  tMt  gen- 
tlemen who  opposed  the  resolntioa  had  not  been 
altogether  consistrat ;  most  of  those  who  have  htr 
rmn  us  with  their  views,  have  bottomed  thdr 
opposittoD  upoQ  the  ground  that  it  is  the  ezelosiTe 
dat]r  of  the  President  to  decide  upon  the  jwlicy  of 
fwdgn  missions,  and  were  fearfal  that  this  mess- 
are  might  be  construed  into  a  censure,  or  an  at- 
tempt at  coercion  upon  him.  A  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Baluwin)  did  not  fear  an  en- 
croachment upon  the  feelings  or  prerogative  of  the 
President,  being  of  opinion  that  Congress,  and  not 
the  Executive,  ought  to  decide  upon  the  policy  of 
recognising  thePatriots ;  and  that  Congress  seemed 
by  this  resolution  to  recede  from  a  discharge  of 
tndr  daty,  and  to  be  willing,  tamely,  to  cast  it 
upon  the  President.  While  another  equally  dis- 
tinguished memW  from  the  same  State  (Mr.  Sbr- 
qbjmt)  concurred  in  the  conclusion  that  the  reso- 
loiion  ought  to  be  rejected,  but  upon  gcouads  al- 
together difierent  from,  aikd  repuniant  to,  those  of 
bis  colleague.  These  are  some  <»  the  inconsisten- 
cies into  which  gentlemen  had  been  driven  by  a 
precipitate  opposition  to  a  resolution  so  manifestly 
plain  and  unexceptionable.  Mr.  B.  said  that  he 
bdiered  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government 
possessed  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  perform- 
ing those  acts  which  would  amount  to  a  recogni- 
tion ;  that  he  would  not  now  detain  the  House 
with  the  arguments  upon  which  he  rested  his  opin- 
ion ;  that  he  would  say,  with  the  utmost  sincerity, 
that  he  was  equally  opposed  to  censure  or  coer- 
cion ;  but  thai  he  did  wish  the  Executive  to  be 
fully  and  officially  informed  of  the  feelings  of  this 
House  and  of  the  nation ;  as  well  a.<<  of  their  con- 
fidence in  his  wisdom  and  dieir  determination  to 
support  him.  And  this  course  had  become  doubly 
necessary,  since  a  doubt  had  been  expressed  imtt 
this  floor,  as  to  Uie  feelings  of  the  nation.  The 
Tesotutton  amounted  to  no  more,  without  the  most 
palpaUe  distortion,  than  an  expression  of  good 
wiO  towards  the  South  American  provinces  j  and 
a  detenmination,  from  our  confidence  in  the  Presi- 
dent, to  support  him.  The  opposition  was,  to 
him,  wholly  unaccountable.  Mr.  B.  said,  sir, 
acting  upon  such  information  as  I  possess,  I  shall 
do  my  duty  as  dictated  by  the  feelings  of  my  heart, 
sod  the  operations  of  my  judgment,  though  the 
sensibility  of  the  President  should  be  offended,  or 
though,  about  which  I  care  still  less.  Kings  or 
Emperors  should  think  as  uncourteous.  f  am 
sure  they  will  think  us  fair,  frank,  and  generous. 
I  will  not  shrink  from  my  portion  of  responsibili- 
ty, and  let  the  President  take  his. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Idaryland,  stated  several  objec- 
ticHu  to  the  resohition,  among  which  were  the  fol- 
lowing: That  it  attributed  to  the  President  a 
power  (that  of  recognition)  too  important  to  be 
exercised  }y  any  authority  less  than  the  three 
branches  of  the  Gk)vernment :  that  it  proposed  to 
make  this  House,  incompatiUy  with  the  Constt- 
tutiott,  the  adviser  of  the  President,  thus  taking 
from  him  a  part  at  least  of  his  Constitutional  re- 
sponsibility ;  that  it  would  ^ord  a  bad  precedent, 
which,  in  future  time^  may  be  used,  thvongh  the 
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influence  of  the  President,  in  this  House ;  tbat  it 
I»oposes  that  this  House  should  compromit  its  suc- 
cessors in  office,  which  it  could  not  do,  and  whiok 
it  was  therefore  improper  to  attempt,  dtc. 

Mr.  Cook  opposed  this  resolution,  tbmigh  he 
had  yesterday  voted  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay's  i^op- 
osition,  because  it  proposed  an  empty  declaration, 
after  refuung  an  efficient  act.  So  far  from  be- 
lieving that  such  a  resolution  as  this  would  aid  the 
cause  of  the  South  American  Patriots^  he  believed 
it  would  inspire  them  with  contempt  for  the  course 
of  this  House.  It  was  saying,  in  connexion,  with 
yesterday's  vote,  we  wish  you  well,  very  well,  bat 
not  as  much  vral  as  eighteen  thousand  dt^rs. 

Mr.  Clat  then  delivered  a  speech  of  half  an 
hour's  length  in  support  of  his  motion.  He  op- 
posed to  one  another  the  objections  to  the  resolu- 
tion, to  show  that  they  would  not  stand  together, 
and  therefore  denied  their  claim  to  renpect  talcea 
separately.  He  quoted  the  precedent  of  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  to  support  the  President  in  any 
consequences  which  might  follow  the  dismission 
of  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Jackson,  some  yesis 
ago,  and  alluded  to  other  jveoedents  of  expressims 
of  opinion  by  this  House.  He  ridiculed  and  rea- 
soned against  the  argument  that  this  resolution 
would  hurt  the  feelings  of  the  Executive,  or  en- 
croach OQ  his  authority.  It  was.  on  the  contrary, 
he  contended,  assuming  only  a  fair  respobsi^^ 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  and  adding  strength  to 
the  Executive.  He  referred  to  the  vote  M  last 
session,  and  the  counter  vote  of  yesterday,  which 
appeared  to  him  imperiously  to  require  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution.  He  protested  against  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  drawn 
from  the  situation  of  Old  Spain^  as  absolutdy 
founded  on  the  idea  that  the  colraws  ought  to  re- 
pasy  under  the  yoke  of  Spain.  The  argument 
iriiioh  denied  the  power  of  one  Congress  to  bind 
its  successors,  would,  he  contended,  equally  awly 
to  the  most  itDjportant  acts  of  legislationf  soeh  as 
dedarations  of^war,  &c.  As  to  the  satiments  of 
the  people  on  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  said  that  was  a 
matter  of  fact  which  each  gentleman  must  deter- 
mine for  himself,  and  vote  accordingly.  For  his 
own  part,  he  hdd  no  doubt  what  were  the  senti- 
ments of  his  constituents  on  this  subject ;  and,  re- 
peating a  sentiment  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
ne  &aid,  if  they  did  not  entertain  such  sentimoits, 
so  help  him  God  he  would  not  represent  them.  If 
the  matter  of  fact  was  certain,  he  could  see  do 
reason  against  avowing  it.  With  respect  to  the 
mode  of  recognition  of^foreign  Powers,  Mr.  C.  re- 
viewed the  various  opinions  which  had  been  ex- 
imssed  at  difi^ent  times,  as  well  as  to^ay,  on 
this  snbjeCL  He  concluded  that  both  Congress 
and  the  Executive  had  diis  power,  but  that  the 
most  r^lar,  ordinary,  and  usual  course  was  by 
the  Executive;  and  it  was,  therefore  proper  to 
assure  him  of  the  support  of  this  House,  Ac 
There  was  a  peculiar  propriety,  Mr.  C.  contoidedj 
in  this  House  moving  in  this  business,  being  the 
immediate  reinesentatives  of  the  people,  and  thp 
cause  of  South  America  being  that  of  Uie  people, 
as  being  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  dec.  Mr.  C. 
concluded  by  saying,  if  this  propositiw  did  not 
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aatisfjr  gentlemen,  it  was  impouihle  for  him  to  | 
conce^Te  ia  nl)at  shape  a  proposition  on  thb-sub-.  • 
iect  could  be  plajoed,  k  as  that,  they  cou|4  toM  | 
for  it 

Mr-  Smith,  of  Marylaod,  then  rose,  and  took  a 
wider  view  of.  the  question  than  he  had  done  be-  ' 
fctte,  going  into  the  general  argument  mhich  re-  j 
commends  great  cantion  in  the  recognition  of  the  | 
independence  of  a  country  embroiled  in  civil  war.  j 
He  again  denied  the  right,  attributed  to  the  Presi-  ; 
dent  oy  the  resolution,  to  make  such  recognition  i 
without  the  assent  of  Congress.    Fie  expatiated  on  i 
the  magnitude  of  such  a  power,  the  exercise  of  I 
which  would,-  if  any  thing  could,  plunge  the  na-  \ 
tion  into  a  war;  for  illustration  of  which  here-  [ 
fwred  to  the  war  between  France  and  England)  i 
caused  solely  by  the  recognition,  by  the  former,  of 
our  independence.  All  history,  he  said,  spoke  the  ' 
same  language.   If  the  Hartford  Gonreol^n, 
during  thelate  war,  had  realized  theriewof  soma 
its  prtgectors,  how,  he  asked,  should  we  have 
acted  in.  ref^wd  to  any  neutral  nation  which  had 
reeogpiaed  the  independence  of  the  States  rq)re- 
sented  in  that  C(»iT«n^on  ?  Mr.  S.  strongly  pio- 
MBted  against-  the  reaolDtioa,  as  inexpedient  in 
every  Tiew,  and  asserting  for  the  Executive  a  pow- 
er which  it  did  not  possess. 

Mr.  KiNSEY  made  a  glowinff  appeal  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House  in  faror  of  liberty,  and  to  its 
sympathies  for  those  contending  for  it.  The  sen- 
timent of  the  country,  he  argued,  could  not  be 
doubted,  and  it  ought  to  be  expressed.  If  war 
should  come,  said  he.  Id  coaseqneuce  of  the  ex- 
pression of  our  opinion,  let  it  come.  He  trusted 
no  maa  would  shrinks  from  the  expression  of  his 
honest  opinion  from  any  such  apprehension  as 
that.  In  reply  to  the  mestlon  cui  teno— what  good 
was  to  come  of  this  1  Mr.  K.  drew  a  virid  picture 
of  the  scenes  of  our  Revolution,  and  of  the  vir^ 
fyiog  effect  of  the  neiys  of  the  recc^nition  of  our 
ind^endence  bv  France.  Was  it  no  good,  he 
asked,  that  we  snoold  be  iostrumental  in  elevating 
so  laiige  a  portion  of  the  humau  race  to.thA  same 
rank  atwe  ei^oy,  and  toa.  participation  of  tb« 
blessings  of  freedom  and  liberty  ?  Mr.  K.  said  he 
had  confidence  that  this  question  would  carry.  It 
must  carry;  and  it  would  meet  w^h  the  decided 
approbation  of  the  pec^cof  this  country- 
Mr.  Sbroeant  delivaed  his  objections  to  the 
reaolutiqui  though  believing  that,  if  the  question 
were  taken  on  the  £rst  part  of  it  only,  there  would 
be  but  littie  or  no  objection  to  itd  His  objections 
were,  in  genoal  terms,  that  it  ej^iresses  wa  indi- 
Tidual  opinioD,  and  piafBsses  to  give  a.  pledge 
which  must  be  utterly  ineffioacious  j  that  it  is  not 
a  legislative  act,  and  is  not  to  lead  to  a  legisUtive 
act ;  that  it  containaa  decdsiatkm  by.  wliich  neither 
this  House,  the  President,  nor  the  Sknate,  would  be 
bound ;  that  it  wouh)  involve  the  House  in  diffi- 
culties on  Constitutional  ground;  that,  if  Con- 
gress wish  a  recognition,  havine  the  power  equally 
with  the  Bxecutive,  they  should  enectuate  their 
wish  by  a  legislative  act ;  that,  if  the.  opinion  of 
Xhi$  House  was  to  be  expressed,  even  that  should 
BQt  be  done  without  due  inquiry  and  examination 
of  facta,  none  of  whidi  h^  been  placed  hafoce 
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the  House  in  any  thing  like  an  official  shape ;  that 
the  House  ought  to  take  care  not  to  lose  sight  in 
acts  of  kindness  and  expressions  of  good  will  to 
other  Powen,  of  the  duty  which  it  owed  to  this 
nation— to  the  interests  of  the  people  whom  they 
represent ;  thatgeneral  and  vague  oral  informadon 
was  not  a  suflScient  ground  for  Congress  to  act 
upon ;  that,  if  official  information  was  before  the 
House  requiring  it  to  act,  its  act  should  be  some^ 
thing  plainer  than  this,  and  presenting  on  its  face 
a  direct  proposition ;  that  its  not  doing  so,  caused 
it  to  be  more  tightly  considered  and  voted  upon 
that  it  ought  to  be ;  that,  however  independent  of 
the  Executive,  as  an  individual,  this  House  might 
be,  yet,  with  respect  to  the  Executive  as  a  branch 
of  this  Giovernment,  it  was  important  that  this 
House  should  not  disturh  the  harmony  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  Government,  as  adjusted.  Inr 
the  Constitution  itself,. and  that  it  should  not  ruslL 
from  its  sphere,  and  jostle  the  others  in  their.course. 

Mr.  Bhobh  assigned  his  reasons  for  voting  foe 
the  resolution.  His  reason  vra&  that  the  JB^ecu- 
tive  would  look  at  both  votes  oi  this  House,  that 
of  yesterday,  and  that  of  to-day.  The  vot9  of 
yesterday  approved  his  conduct  in  not  sending  a 
Minister;  this  resolution  did  the  same,  assnnog 
him  of  the  continued  and  consistent  support  (» 
this  House — and  on  that  ground  aloite  he  should 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Rbid  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  against  the  second  part  of  the  resoluUon, 
should  it  not  be  postponed,  because,  to  pass  it 
would  be  without  object,  because,  in  principle  and 
spirit,  it  was  a  repetition  of  the  vote,  of  last  session, 
and,  therefore,  unnecessary,  the  vote  of  laU  year 
not  being  rendered  nugatory  by  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday, but  perfectly  reconcilable  with  it ;  that  the 
resolution,  if  it  proposes  to  bind  not  only  this  House, 
but  its  successors,  makes  a  pledge  which,  it  may. 
be  impossible  to  redeem ;  that  it  pledges,  moreover, 
a  support  to  an  unknown  act — to  an  act  which 
may  or  may  not  be  unwise  or  pemicjous  to  the 

Eublic  interest ;  that  such  a.  pMge  was  an  ac- 
nowladgment  of  Executive  infallibility  which  it 
did  not  become  theHouse  to  sanction.  With:jre- 
gard  to  the  first  part  of  the  jesolution,  Mr.  R.  said, 
he  should  vote  for  it,  if  presented  to  him,  believ- 
ing it  to  corresptmd  fully  with  the  feelinga  and 
wishes  of  his  cooRtitueots. 

Mr.  RoBBBTSOM  concluded  the  debate  by  some 
remarks,  in  favor  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  resolution,  on  the  ground  that,  to  act  on  the 
subject,  would  be  an  useless  consumption  ot  time, 
and,  having  already  once  expressed  the  same  sen- 
timent, (at  the  last  session,)  wotdd  htnn  undig- 
nified proceeding.  With  respiect  to  the  bearing  of 
tUs resolution,  in  oneway  or  another,  in  r^ard  to 
the  Executive,  Mr.  R.  remarked  that  it  somehow 
or  other  had  hapwned  that,  during  the  four  jrears 
he  bad  been  in  Congress,  he  had  never  yet  voted 
with  the  Executive  on  any  administration  ques- 
tion, unless  the  Army  question  was  considered  one. 
In  ttiis  course  he  had  not  been  , influenced  by.  any 
disposition  to  embarrass  the  Executive,  but  bia  per- 
Bonal  opinion  of  what  was  right.  But,  he  adqedj 
whUst  ne  would  neva  vote.  foe.  any  ptopg^tin 
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to  gratiff  the  Executive,  he  wonld  never  give  fab 
Tote  for  aojr  [iropcMition  calculatecl  to  embarrass 
and  perplex  him  in  the  dischai^  of  his  proper 
functions. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponemoit  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Foot,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  subject  on 
vrhieh  he  considered  the  time  of  the  House  to  be 
unprofitablr  occupied^  moved  to  lajr  the  resolution 
on  the  taUe^-Jfc^tived  hf  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  a  proviso  to  the  following  effect : 
"  Provided^  That  this  resolution  shall  not  be  con- 
Btmed  to  interfere  with  the  independent  exercbe 
of  the  treaty-making  power.** 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  first  clause  of 
the  resolution  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative—yeas  134,  nays  12, 
as  follows : 

Ysia — Mesm  Abbot,  Adsms,  Alexander,  Allan  of 
New  York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Andersoo,  Arch«r  of 
Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbonr,  Batenian,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Blaekledge,  Bo> 
den,  Br«vard,  Brown,  Bnuh,  Brjan,  Burton,  Batier  of 
New  Hampshire,  BuUer  of  Lonisiana,  Campbell,  Can- 
non, Case.  ClarMt,  Clark,  Clay,  CoU».  Coeke,  Cook, 
Crawfrnrd,  Cnl^th,  Cnlpepor,  Codunan,  Cnthbert, 
Dane,  Dariington,  Davtdaon,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dick- 
taaon,  Earle,  £ddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  Pana^ylranta,  Eostls,  Fisber,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller, 
Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gron  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hackl«y.  Hall  of  New  York,  Ball  of  N.  Ck- 
4^na,  Hardin,  HempbtU,  Hendricks,  Uerrick,  Hibsh- 
man.  Hill,  Hobart,  lloi^  Hostettsr,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCoy,  HcCreary,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Hallary,  Marchnnd,  Meecb,  Meigs,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalf,  Honell,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  T.  L. 
Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Neale,  Newton,  Parker 
Massachasetts,  Patterson,  Fhilson,  Pitcber,  Ptomer, 
Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Rich,  Riehaond,  Robertson,  Rog- 
er*, Roaa,  Bass,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Stom,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tomlin- 
iOB,  Trimble,  Tndter  of  Virginia,  Tncker  of  Sooth 
Cu^na,  Tyler,  Udree,  Upbam,  Vaa  Wsnseslser, 
Walker,  WaUace,  Wnifleld,  Wendover,  WUKans  of 
Virginia,  Williams  of  Noi^  Carotioa,  and  Wood. 

Mat*— Messrs.  Allen  of  Maasadiusetts,  Buffum, 
Crafts,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot, 
Idvermore,  Montgoneiy,  Nelson  of  Virginis,  JUch- 
ards,  and  Strong  «  Vermont. 

So  this  clause  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Maclat  then  moved  to  amend  the  second 
member  of  the  said  resolution  by  prefixing  thereto 
the  following:  "That  it  approves  of  the  course 
heretofore  pursued  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  with  r^rd  to  the  said  provinces."  And, 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  n^ative  without  debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
second  member  of  thesaid  resolution,  to  wit :  from 
the  word  and,  after  the  word  jWifpmdnMSf,  to  the 
end  thereof,  and  puned  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
87,  nays  ^  as  fiubwi: 
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YiAs— Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen,  of  New  York,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker, 
Ball,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher,  BlacklcKlge.  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Biyan,  Butler  of  New  Hsmpahue, 
Bntler  of  La.,  Campbell,  Gannon,  Case,  Clsrk,  Claj, 
Cocke,  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington, 
DaTidsoa,  Dswitt,  Earle,  Fisber,  Floyd,  Ford,  Grsss 
of  New  York,  Grass  of  PenniylTania,  Haekl^  HaO 
of  New  York,  Hrndri^,  Uerrick,  Hibahman.  Hookas 
Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennesaee,  Kinsey,  Kins- 
ley, Lincoln,  HcCreaiy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Hal- 
lary, Marcband,  Meecb,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Moosll,  R. 
Moore,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Murray,  Neale,  Par- 
ker of  Massn  Psttcraon,  Pbilaon,  Pitcher,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Bontbard,  Slereoa,  Storra, 
Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tniej,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Va, 
Tucker  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Diibaai, 
Vaa  Rcn«elaer.  Walker.  Wallace,  Warfield.  Wflliaua 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Mesars.  Adams,  Alaxsnder,  Allen  of  Maa- 
aaehuMtla,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Baitenr, 
Brevard,  Bsffnm,  Burton,  CIsgett,  Cobb, Co^  Crafts, 
Coshman,  Dane,  Denniaon,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwirds 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  PenneylTania,  Edwards 
of  North  Caroliua,  Eustia,  Pay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Oorham,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hall  of  Nmtfa  Caio- 
lina.  Hardin,  HempbtU,  Hill,  Hobart,  Jeoea  of  Vr- 
ginia,  KMdall,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Litermore,  Mad^, 
McCoy,  Mriga,  Montgomery,  Morton,  N^ni  of  Maa- 
saehDsstts,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Plnmer,  Baa- 
kin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Bobertsoa,  Rusi, 
Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Simkioi,  Smith  of  New  Jenay, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlia- 
son,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

So  that  clause  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
proposition,  as  a  whole,  and  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive; and  a  committee  of  two  members  was  or- 
dered to  be  appointed  to  lay  the  same  before  die 
President. 


MoNOAY,  February  12. 
Mr.  Newton,  fromtheCommitteeon  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  officers  emjdoyed  in  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imnorti  and  tonnage,  and  tat  other  vasr 
poses;  which  was  read  twice  and  coounitted  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whol& 

ytt.  Williams,  of  North  Caroliua,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  L.  Ogdm  and  othm,"  reported  the 
same  with  amenoments;  which  were  read,  and, 
together  with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speacbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  pa- 
pers containing  the  information  required  by  the 
resolution  adopted  on  the  5th  instant  in  relation  to 
the  Marine  Corps ;  which  letter  and  papers  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what,  provision  by  kiw  is  necemaiy 
to  secure  ue  due  exeentioii  vi  proccn  iaaiiiiif  fron 
the  cDuna«f  the  Untted  Stom 
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[From  a  few  explanatory  remarks  of  Mr.  Clat, 
in  ofiering  this  lesolation,  it  appeared  that  his  ob- 
ject was  to  inquire  whether  anr  prorision  was 
necessary  to  authorize  a  Judge  of  the  United  States 
to  provide  for  the  coatingency  of  a  States  refusing 
to  the  United  States  the  use  of  its  jails — a  law  to 
that  effect  having  actually  been  pused  by  the  Le- 
gidature  of  one  of  the  States,  (Ohio,)  with  a  view 
to  process  of  a  certain  description.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robebt  Moorb,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  ioquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
removal  of  tne  obstructions  in  the  entrance  of  Erie 
harbor,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylraaia. 

Mr.  Moore  accompanied  the  above  resolution 
with  an  attested  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  approved  by  the  Govomor 
on  the  1st  of  February  instant,  "  requesting  their 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  to  use 
their  exertions  in  procuring  the  passage  of  a  law 
providing  for  ^e  removal  of  the  obstructions  in 
the  entrance  of  thesaid  harbor ;  and  pledging  that 
Commonwealth  to  co-operate  with  the  United 
States  in  the  accomplisnment  of  that  object  j** 
which  resolution,  together  with  the  memorial  of 
sundry  inhataiaQts  of  the  borough  of  Erie,  in  the 
said  State,  herett^ore  nes«nted  on  the  29th  of  De- 
cember, 1817,  was  reKrred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  a  few  days  ago,  with  regard  to 
the  order  of  business  in  the  House  j  and  the  same 
was,  after  some  conversation,  agreed  to,  in  the 
following  words : 

Ordered,  That,  during  the  remaioderof  the  present 
session  of  UoDgrees  business  referred  lo  Committees  of 
the  wh<de  Honse  shall  be  called  §bx  eoonderetfam  in 
the  ftdknring  wdsr: 

1.  Private  UUb  wUch  have  passed  the  Benate,  and 
have  been  rented  npon  ftvoiably  bj  a  committee  of 
the  Hoaee. 

3.  Private  bills  reported  by  committees  of^e  Houh. 

3.  Bills  and  reaolatioaa  of  a  public  natoroi 

4.  BilU  which  have  paned  the  Senate  aod  have 
been  reported  against  by  a  committee  of  the  House. 

5.  Reports  unfavorable  to  petitioners. 

message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  pablic  lands  prior 
to  the  lit  Jidy,  1820,"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
ennenee  of  this  House. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  pro* 
ceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  Missouri  subject.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  C.  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  And,  also  on 
motion  of  Mr.  C,  the  House  forthwith  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  Uke  the 
lubiect  up. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee 
having  been  read  from  toe  Chair — 

iii,  Clat  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the  pro- 
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ceediogs  in  the  committee,  of  th«  diflSculty  which 
interposed,  and  of  the  considerations  wliich  led  to 
the  recommendatimi  of  this  amendment.  This 
statement  of  coarse  corresponded  with  that  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  committee.  Mr.  C.  then 
went  on  to  obviate  some  objections  to  the  report 
which  had  been  made  by  the  friends  of  Missouri, 
as  well  as  by  those  opposed  to  her  admission  into 
the  Union.  Although  those  in  favor  of  her  admi»* 
sion  into  the  Union  could  not  succeed  entirely  in 
their  particular  views,  Mr.  C.  was  of  opinion  that 
they  bad,  as  r^rded  the  report  of  the  committee, 
nothing  to  complain  of.  At  the  same  time,  the 
report  was  calculated  to  obviate  the  objections  of 
those  who  had  opposed  the  admission  of  Missouri 
on  the  eroond  oi  the  objection  to  her  constitution, 
which  nad  been  avowed.  Thus  consulting  the 
opinions  of  both  sides  of  the  House,  in  that  spirit 
of  compromise  which  is  occasionally  necessary  to 
the  existence  of  all  societies,  he  hoped  it  would  n- 
ceive  the  coontenanee  of  the  House.  Mr.  C.  con- 
cluded by  earnestly  invoking  the  spirit  of  harmony 
and  kindred  feeling  to  preside  over  the  d^btta- 
tious  of  the  House  on  the  subject. 

Hr.  Mallart  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  committee,  by  striking  out  all  of 
It,  after  the  words  "  respects,"^and,  in  ueu  thereof, 
inserting  the  following : 

"  Whenever  the  people  of  said  State,  by  a  cooven* 
tion  appointed  according  to  the  manner  provided  bj 
the  act  to  authorise  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution  and  Stale  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  inch  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  ori^al  Ststes,  and  to  prohibit  elaverjF  in  cer- 
tain tarritories,  approved  March  6,  IBM,  ado(rt  a  con- 
stitution ooofbrmably  to  the  provUons  of  s^  act,'  and 
shall  in  addition  lo  said  provisions,  further  provide,  in 
and  by  said  constitution,  that  neiUiar  slavery  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  shall  ever  be  allowed  in  said  Stat* 
'  of  Missouri,  nnlees  inflicted  as  a  punishment  for  crioM 
committed  against  the  taws  of  ifaid  State,  whereof  the 
par^  aocnsed  shall  be  duly  convicted.  Provided  that 
the  civil  condition  of  those  persons  who  now  ate  held 
to  lerviee  in  Missouri  shall  not  be  afiected  by  the  last 
provision. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  considerable 

majority. 

Mr.  ToMLiHSON  addressed  the Chair,as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman :  Having  had  the  honor  to  be  one 
of  the  committee  which  reported  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration,  and  dissenting  to  that  report, 
I  am  aware  that  it  is  a  dutjr  ineumbeot  on  me 
briefly  to  state  the  grounds  of  such  dissent.  The 
state  of  my  health  will  j^revent  me  from  occupy- 
ing any  considerate  portion  of  your  time.  I  have 
indulged  the  hope  that  some  honorable  member  of 
the  sSlect  committee,  coinciding  with  me  in  the 
opinions  which  I  have  deliberatelv  formed,  npon 
the  proposition  now  under  consideration,  would' 
favor  this  committee  with  his  views  in  relation  to 
it ;  but  as  no  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  do 
so,  I  am  compelled,  on  this  occasion,  in  justice  to 
myself,  to  deviate  from  the  course  which  I  have 
hitherto  pursued  respecting  the  discusbiou  of  the 
question  which  has  so  long  agitated  the  National 
Councils,  and  to  state  the  <rf^tioiu  to  this  reaobt- 
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tim  wiucb  have  presented  tluiiuelTes  to  my  mind, 
mud  whieii  will  mdnee  me  to  vote  against  it  I 
blow  not  how  thejr  may  be  viewed  by  other  gen- 
tlemen, but  with  me  they  are  coQclnsiTe. 

By  the  act,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
included  within  boundaries  therein  detiignated, 
were  authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a  constitu- 
tioD  and  State  government,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing admitted  into  the  Union.  This  act  provided 
tbftt  such  constitution,  whenever  formed,  should 
not  be  "  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  The  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  under  the  authority  of  the  act  to  which 
I  have  referred,  have  formed  a  constitution,  and 
have  presented  the  same  to  Congress.  For  what 
parfKise?  That  Congrefis  may  perform  a  mere 
nunistoial  act,  and  admit  that  people  into  this 
Union  as  a  matter  of  oonne?  No,  sir;  Congress 
have  a  higher  duty  to  perform.  It  is  tbte  duty  of 
Congress  to  determine  whether  that  eonstitiition 
be  rqwUican  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Ccmstitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States, 

On  examining  this  constitution  it  is  found  to 
contain,  mider  the  title  of  "  the  legislative  power," 
a  jwovidoQ  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  "  the  Gen- 
'  eral  Assembly  as  soon  as  ouy  be,  to  pass  such 
'  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes 
'  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  this 
'  State, underanypretextwhatsoever."  ThiRpro- 
vision  is  deemed  incompatible  with,  and  directly 
repu^mant  to,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  provides  that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  Sir,  I  have 
not  been  an  inattentive  observer  of  what  has  passed, 
on  this  snlgectf  so  deeply  tieeting  the  feelmgs  « 
Congress  and  the  nation,  and  I  do  not  xecMlcct 
that,  athcT  in  this  Honse  or  in  the  Senate,  (if  it 
be  not  out  of  order  to  refer  to  the  proceedings  of 
that  honorable  body,)  any  other  objection  hasbeeo 
ni^ed,  during  the  present  session,  against  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  this  Union.  This  House, 
af^r  an  els  borate  discussion,  has  solemnly  deter- 
mined that  this  objectioD  is  well  founded,  and  has 
rejected  the  resolution  for  the  admissbn  of  Mis- 
souri into  this  Union,  reported  by  the  committee 
to  which  her  constitution  was  referred.  This  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  repeated  in 
a  variety  of  forms,  renders  it  unnecessary,  and,  I 
may  add,  improper,  for  me  again  to  agitate  this 
qnestion.  A  majority  of  this  House  have  det^- 
mined  that,  the  constitntion  of  Missouri  does  de- 
prive citizens  of  some  the  States  oi  the  privi- 
leges and  immonities  of  citizens  in  that  Stal&  I 
sfidl,  dmeforf^  take  it  for  granted,  (which,  in- 
deed, the  apnuntment  and  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, now  under  consideration,  evidently  do,)  that 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  in  repugnant  to  that 
of  the  United  States,  and  subversive  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  this  Confederacy.  In  my 
judgment,  the  Constimtion  of  the  United  States 
does  not  contain  aprovision  more  important  than 
that  which  is  ioiringed  by  the  constitution  of 
Missouri.  Admit  the  principle,  sir,  that  a  State 
may  restrain  the  citizens  in  the  sevoral  States  fiom 
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coming  to,  and  residingwithm  i^  and  this  Con- 
feder&ey  is  at  an  end.  Believing  therefor^  that 

the  Gmeral  Assembly  of  Missouri  are  required,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  laws,  which  will  deprive 
persons  who  are  citizens  of  the  sevend  States,  of 
all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
proposed  State  of  Missouri,  I  have  been  compelled 
to  refuse  her  admission  into  this  Union.  She  has 
no  right  to  such  an  admission.  Missouri  has  not 
complied  with  the  provisions  of  your  act  She 
disr^ards  the  distingutshiDg  feature  of  our  Cou- 
stituuon.  On  taking  my  seat  in  this  House,  I 
solemnly  engaged  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
theUnited  States.  Entertaining  the  opinion  which 
I  have  avowed,  can  I  admit  Missouri  into  this 
Confederacy,  with  a  constitution  containing  a 
provision  directly  repugnant  lo  that  which  I  have 
sworn  to  support  t  To  admit  Missonri  with  such 
a  provision,  I  must  approve  it ;  I  must  give  u>  it 
my  sanction.  Sir,  the  Constitution  of  tlw  Umted 
States  is  the  charter  of  our  liberties^  and  must  be 
preserved  invit^te.  I  stand  upon  its  ve^&  snd 
no  encroachment  shall  be  made  upon  it  with  my 
consent.  When  a  new  member  presents  hersot 
to  be  admitted  into  this  Union,  let  her  bow  to  the 
ConstituUon ;  let  her  sulunit  to  its  paramount  an- 
thority.  If  she  be  not  prq>ared  to  do  ttus,  she  is 
unworthy  of  this  high  privilege;  she  does  not 
deserve  the  destiny  she  seeks. 

But  it  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Cl/ly,)  that,  if  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  be  repugnant  to  that  of 
the  United  States,  the  section  thus  repugnant  is 
annulled  by  the  paramount  authority  of  tJu  latter. 
Sir,  it  seems  to  me,  that  this  argument  proves,  too 
much. 

Is  it  not  equally  true  that  any  law  of  Congress 
violating  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
void,  ana  will  be  so  pronounced  by  the  judiciary  ? 
But  will  the  honorable  gentleman  contend  that 
Congress  are,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  pus  such  a 
law  1  Are  Congress  alwolved  from  all  inqmry  as 
to  the  constitutionality  of  a  proposed  meaKUte, 
because  such  a  measure,  if  adopted,  would  be  an- 
nulled by  the  paramount  authority  oi  the  Con- 
stitution? Sir,  the  proposition  of  the  bonotable 
gentleman,  if  carried  to  its  l^itimate  extent,  will 
bring  him  to  this  result.  The  argument  of  the 
honoraUe  gentleman,  like  all  his  argmorats,  is  ia- 
geniouB,  but  it  certainly  is  not  solid.  This  Qov- 
ernment  never  has  been,  and  never  ought  to  bCj 
administered  upon  this  principle.  Adopt  it,  and 
Congress  is  no  longer  restrained  by  the  C<HUtioi- 
tion,  but  may  be  considered  afloat  upon  the  ocean 
of  unlimited  povrer. 

But,  sir,  my  sense  of  duty  will  not  allow  me, 
knowingly,  to  pass  an  ud constitutional  act^  in  the 
expectation  that  the  judiciary  will  declue  it  iwtp- 
erative.  No,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  meet  every  Constitutional  question,  and 
deliberately  to  determine  it.  The  powers  of  Con- 
gress are  limited  to  the  Constitution,  and  it  is 
bound  not  to  transcend  those  powers.  The  Con- 
stitution of  Missouri  is  before  Congress,  and  you 
are  bound  to  pronounce  upon  it.  Congress  is 
bound  to  decide  whether  the  constitution  <tf  Mu- 
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sour!  be,  or  be  not,  repagaaot  to  the  ConstUatioa 
of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  escape  from, 
it.  except  by  the  prostration  of  those  great  priti- 
eiples  on  which  this  Confederacy  depends.  The 
performance  of  oar  duty  here  can,  under  no  cir- 
cumstances, be  transferred  to  another  branch  of 
this  GoTemment.  Besides,  sir,  if  we  neglect  our 
duty,  how  do  we  know  that  the  judiciary  will  not 
follow  our  example? 

Entertaining  the  settled  opinion  that  die  clau^ 
in  the  constittttion  of  Missouri,  which  has  been  so 
often  adrerted  to,  is  entirely  incompatible  with  the 
Comtitotion  of  the  United  States,  I  cao  never 
consent  to  her  admusioa  into  this  Unions  until 
she  shall  h&Te  expunged  that  clause  from  her  con- 
stitution. The  resolution  before  this  committee 
does  not  propose  that  this  shall  ever  be  done.  By 
this  resolution  Missouri  b  to  be  admitted  into  this 
Union,  retaining  the  objectionable  feature  in  her 
'  constitution  with  a  qualification  of  the  section  in 
doestion,  to  say  the  least,  of  very  doubtful  import. 
It  does  not  propose  to  do  that  which  I  deem  indis- 
pensable; it  does  not  proposie  to  expunge  the  un- 
constitutional section. 

But,  sir,  the  manner  in  which  this  restriction 
lipon  me  constitution  of  Missouri  is  to  be  effected, 
is  altogether  unjostiflable.  The  Legislature  of 
Missouri,  now  acting  under  her  constitution  and 
by  its  authority^  are  required  to  stipulate,  as  a  fun- 
damental condition  of  the  admission  of  Uiat  State 
tato  the  Union,  tlut  neither  they,  nor  any  siibse- 
qnent  L^slature  in  that  State,  will  pass  certain 
laws,  which  the  constitution  by  which  they  will 
he  organized,  under  which  they  will  act,  and 
which  diey  will  have  sworn  to  support,  makes  it 
dieir  dMy  to  pass.  Sir,  this  is  a  most  Atraordi- 
nary  requirement.  It  is  humbling  to  Missouri. 
It  substantially  Tequires  the  meml:«rs  of  her  Le- 
gislature perpetually  to  disregard  their  oaths. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  contend  that  the  Legislature 
of  Missotiri  hare  no  power  to  make  the  stipula- 
tion r^uired  by  this  resolution.  What  does  the 
tesotution- provide 7  That  Missouri  shall  be"ad- 
'  mitted  into  this  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 

*  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever,  Upon 
"the  fundamental  condition  that  the  said  State 
<  -shall  nerer  possaay  law  ^eventing  any  deserip- 
*'tion  of  posonsfrom  monug  to,  and  settling  in, 
'  tbe  said  State,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may 
*>  Ijtecdme,  citizens  of  any  of  the  States  in  tbk 

*  Union;"  requiring  at  the  same  time  "that  the 
*^  £.egislature  of  die  said  State,  by  a  solemn  public 

*  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State  to 
<'tfae  said  ffandamental  condition."  Tbe  Legisla- 
ture of  Missouri  will  be  required  by  the  authority 
of  Congress  to  stipulate,  by  a  solemn  public  act, 
that  the  L^tslatnre  of  said  State  shall  never  pass 
a  ^aw  which  their  constitution  makes  it  their  duty 
to  pass.  Not  Only  the  power  of  the  present  Le- 
gislature is  to  be  restrained  by  this  solemn  public 
act,  but  it  is  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation.  The 
principle  contained  in  this  resolution  is,  that  the 
Itegisiature  of  Missouri  may  not  only  control  the 
powers  of  snbseqnent  L^;islatures,  but  even  re- 
strain the  power  of  the  people  themselves,  and 
amy  forever  part  with  the  power  of  legislating  on 
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a  given  subject  Indeed,  it  is  nothing  less  than 
admittin|r  the  existence  of  a  po#er  to  abrogate, 
by  a  l^islative  act,  the  constitution  of  a  State. 
This,  sir,  is  a  dangerous  power.  The  States  of 
this  Union  might  easily,  and  would  most  certain- 
ly, be  prostrated  by  the  exercise  of  such  a  power. 

But,  sir,  from  what  source  does  the  Legislature 
of  Missouri  derive  the  power  to  make  the  stipu- 
lation which  this  resolution  demands?  That  body 
acts  under  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  which  de- 
fines their  powers,  and  surety  no  power  will  Ik 
found  in  it  to  pass  the  act  in  question.  On  the 
conmiry,  the  constitution  absoliitely  requires  them 
to  do  that  which  you  call  upon  tnem  to  refrain 
from  doing  forerer.  If  there  were  no  such  pro- 
vision, it  cannot  be  successfully  dairn^  uat 
power  like  that  to  be  exercised  by  the  Legislature 
of  Missouri,  under  this  resolution,  resides  in  any 
legislative  body,  however  flree  from  constitutional 
restraints. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman^  the  constitution  formed  by 
the  people  of  Missouri  provides  a  special  mode  in 
which  it  shall  be  altered  or  amended.  Now  is  it 
in  the  power  of  her  Legislature  to  stipulate  that 
it  shall  be  altered  in  another  mode  ?  Surely  not. 
If  then  the  section  in  <juestion  could  not  be  ex- 
punged from  the  constitution  of  Missouri  by  an 
act  of  her  Legislature,  can  it  be  rendered  inopera- 
tive by  such  an  act  ?  Can  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri  stipulate  tha^  although  standing  in  hxt 
constitution,  it  shall  be  considered  as  annulled  1 
VTm  I  to  admit  this,  it  seems  to  me  I  most  admit 
that  the  same  Legiuatnre  may  annul  any  other 
part  of  the  constitution,  and  finally  ttie  constittt- 
tion itself.  Thus,  the  delated  power  would  be 
rendered  paramount  to  the  power  which  created 
it.  Sir,  I  had  supposed  that  the  acts  of  the  agent 
must  be  controlled  by  the  authority  of  the-punci- 
pal,  and  could  never  transcend  it  But,  will  it  be 
contended  that  the  people  of  Missouri,  when  they 
elected  their  present  Legisl^ure,  intended  that 
they  should  exercise,  or  be  invested  with,  this 
gigantic  power  ?  I  tnink  not.  They  have,  then, 
no  shadow  of  authority  to  pass  the  solemn  public 
act  in  question ;  and  should  they  think  proper  to 
pass  such  an  act,  it  must  be  pronounced  a  perfect 
nullity,  and  might,  and  probaldy  would,  be  disse- 
garded  by  their  successors. 

If  then  the  L^islature  of  Missouri  have  no 
such  power,  which  is  to  my  mind  extremdly  clear, 
can  Congress  delegate  to  that  body  a  power  to 
alter  the  constitution  of  that  State  7  If  Coagrev 

Sssess  the  power  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of 
issouri  to  alter  or  amend  the  constitution,  they 
can  authorize  any  other  body  of  moi  to  do  it. 
Her  Senators  and  Representative  here  may  be 
thus  authorized ;  nay,  Congress  may  frame  a  con- 
stitution for  that  people.  Sir,  this  resolution  in- 
volves an  assumption  of  power  on  the  part  of 
Congress  utterly  unjustifiable,  and  entirely  unpre- 
cedented. Congress  ma^,  it  is  true,  require  of  a 
State,  on  its  admission  into  this  Union,  certai|i 
conditions,  but  those  conditions  must  be  apjHOved 
and  accepted  by  the  petwle,  either  in  their  primaiy 
assemblioL  or  by  their  del^^tes  especially  ^te^ 
and  assemued  m  convoition  for  that  parpose. 
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It  has,  howeirer,  been  said  by  ihe  honorable  ven- 
tleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Foed,)  who  last 
addressed  the  Committee,  that  it  would  be"im- 
'  possible  to  coDgregate  a  set  of  rosea  Is  in  Missouri, 
'  who  would  disregard  an  act  passed  under  the 
'  circumstances  which  would  attend  the  passage  of 
*  this  act"  I  beliere  this  to  be  the  language  of 
the  honorable  gentleman.  Sir,  I  am  far  from  im- 
puting to  the  people  of  that  Territory  any  thing 
improper.  They  undoubtedly  would  be  influenced 
by  motives  the  most  honorable  and  correct ;  bat 
what  do  you  call  upon  them  to  do?  You  require 
of  them  to  disr^ard  the  Constitntion  which  they 
will  have  sworn  to  support:  to  lay  aude  their 
oaths,  and  to  impose  upon  themselves  and  their 
■uccessors  a  perpetual  disability.  It  seems  to  me 
that  such  a  proposition  is  not  much  calculated  to 
Mreogthen  their  principles  of  integrity.  If  they  be 
that  nigh-minded  people  which  they  have  been 
represented  to  be,  wilt  they  not  treat  this  proposi- 
tioD  with  indignity?  Will  they  not  reject  a  prop- 
osition, the  adoption  of  which  would  seem  to  in- 
volve a  dereliction  of  public  duty  7  But  should 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  already  elected  under 
the  constitution  recently  adopted  by  that  people, 
submit  to  this  "fundamental  condition,"  and  by 
solemn  act  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State" 
thereto,  and  shwld  a  subsequent  Legislature,  act- 
ing UDda  the  same  constitution,  and  feeling  the 
oUigation  of  an  oath  to  support  that  constitution, 
disregard  this  "fundamental  condition,"  would 
they  deserve  the  imputation  to  which  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  New  York  is  disposed  to  con- 
sider them  liable?  Would  they  be  bound  in  good 
faith  to  fulfil  a  pledge  which  their  predecessors 
had  no  right  to  male?  As  honest  men,  which 
would  control  their  acts,  the  unanthorized  pledge 
of  their  predecessors,  or  the  consiiiution  of  the 
State?  But  it  has  been  said  that,  having  been  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union  with  this  condition,  a  spirit 
of  magnanimitjr  would  impel  them  to  the  fulGl- 
ment  of  this  stipulation ;  out  that  magnanimity 
which  has  for  its  basis  a  neglect  of  a  public  duty 
it  an  unsafe  dependence. 

Sir,  if  Coogreiis  are  to  depend  upon  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  jwople  uf  Mifiiouri,  why  not  admit 
than  into  the  Union  at  this  time,  and  withoutcon- 
ditioD?  Why  not  say  to  them,  you  are  indeed  a 
magnanimoas  and  high-minded  people,  and  we 
•re  willing  to  trust  to  jonr  good  faith ;  you  have, 
it  is  true}  a  provision  m  your  constitution  which 
ia  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  but  we  are  willing  to  trust  to  your  good 
sense  and  liberality,  and  friendly  disposition,  and 
high  regard  for  the  institutions  of  this  nation,  to 
expunge  the  objectionable  section.  Such  a  mea- 
sure would  at  least  possess  the  merit  of  consistency. 
But,  by  the  resolution  before  the  Committee,  you 
propose  to  require  of  them  to  make  a  positive  stip- 
nUtion,  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation,  and  then  trust 
to  the  magnanimity  of  that  ]>eople  to  perform  it. 
Sir,  I  wilfnot  for  a  moment  insinuate  tbat  it  will 
be  possible  to  "congregate"  in  Missouri  a  Legis- 
lature eompoaed  of  any  hut  the  most  uprisbt  and 
honorable  menj  but  I  will  say  tbaL  by  violating 
■B  nneuistitatianal  stipolation  of  toeir  predeees- 
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SOTS,  they  would  not  forfeit  this  character.  Sir, 
the  act  required  of  Missouri  is  a  mere  legislative 
act,  and  a  subsequent  Legislature  may  at  all  times 
repeal  it.  It  may  be  called  "  a  solemn  public  act;** 
but  words  will  not  change  its  character ;  disguise 
it  as  you  will,  it  is  nothing  more  than  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  repealable  at  theu 
pleasure. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  resolution  provides  tbat 
the  L^islature  of  Missouri  "  shall  transmit  to  the 
'  President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
'  fourth  Monday  in  November  next,  an  authentic 
'  copy  of  the  said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof 
*  the  President,  by  proclamation,  shall  announce 
'  the  (act,  whereupon,  and  without  any  further  |»o- 
'  ceedings  on  the  part  of  Cong^ress,  tne  admissitm 
'  of  the  said  State  into  this  Union  shall  be  consid- 
'  ered  as  complete."  To  this  provision,  sir,  I  can- 
not assent  You  impose  to  admit  a  new  State 
into  this  Union,  as  a  member  of  this  confederacy, 
upon  a  "fundameatai condition,"  and  to  authorize 
the  President  to  "announce  the  fact,"  that  shehas 
complied  with  this  condition. 

Sir,  I  entertain  the  highest  respect  for  the  en- 
lightened statesman  who  presides  over  this  nation, 
and  have  the  most  entire  confidence  that  the  du- 
ties of  his  statioQ  will  be  faithfully  and  satisfacto- 
rily discharged,  but  I  cannot  consent  to  transfer  to 
him  a  power  which  belong  to  Congress  alone. 
What  is  the  President  to  dov  He  is  to  announce, 
by  praclaniation,  that  Missouri  has  complied  with 
toe  fundamental  condition  required  by  Congress  j 
tbat  a  solemn  public  act  has  been  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Miitsouri,  of  the  character  prescribed 
by  this  resolution.  This,  sir^  may  be  a  very  deli- 
cate and  difficult  question ;  it  certainly  is  a  grave 
question,  as  it  affects  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  citizens  of  this  Con- 
federacy. The  power  to  admit  new  States  into 
this  Union  is  by  the  Constitution  given  lo  Con- 
gress J  that  instrument  provides  tbat "  new  States 
may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union." 
Now,  sir,  can  Congress  part  with  this  power,  and 
provide  that  "  new  States  maybe  admitted  into 
this  Union  by  the  Evident?"  But  does  not  this 
resolution  propose  thus  to  transfer  this  high  power? 
Missouri  is  not  admitted  into  this  Union  absolutdy, 
but  prospectively,  upon  a  '.^fundamental  coniu- 
tion."  If  this  condition  be  not  acceded  to,  she  i> 
not  a  member  of  this  Confederacy.  Who  is  to 
decide  this  question  ?  The  President.  By  whom 
will  she  be  admitted,  then?  By  the  Presidoit 
Sir,  it  is  the  Constitutional  duty  of  Congress  to 
determine  whether  Missouri  have  or  have  not  con- 
plied  with  this  condition.  Missouri  has  a  right  to 
call  upon  Congress  to  decide  it ;  the  nation  may 
claim  the  same  right;  and  the  Constitution  has 
intrusted  Congress  with  the  exerciseof  this  power; 
and,  in  my  judgment,  Congress  cannot  propnly 
delegate  it  to  the  Executive. 

The  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  admitted 
Missouri  into  the  Union^  provided,  among  other 
provisions,  that  the  constitution  which  she  miffht 
form  should  not  be  repugnant  to  the  ConstitnUon 
of  the  United  States  j  and  we  have  been  ooeopied 
during  the  greater  put  of  this  session  in  diceuHiig 
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the  question  whether  there  be  any  sach  repug- 
nancy. Now  a  question  of  simitar  import,  and  of 
not  leia  importance,  and,  as  it  may  be  of  not  less 
difficulty,  is  to  be  referred  to  the  deeiskm  cf  the 
BzecutiTe.  Why  was  not  this  expedient  thought 
of  at  the  last  session  ?  If  it  be  now  proper,  it  was 
equally  so  then.  The  whole  course  of  proceedings 
in  relation  to  this  subject  at  this  session,  has  been 
upon  the  ground  that  some  act  of  Cooffrera  is  ne- 
cessary to  complete  the  admission  oT  this  new 
State.  Missoun  is  not  now  a  State  in  this  Union, 
and  can  never  become  so  without  the  eonaeat  of 
Congress. 

If,  then,  it  be  admitted  that  a  fbrtber  act  of  Le- 

S 'station  is  necessary  to  complete  the  admission  of 
issouri ;  that  Congress  must  decide  whether  any 
provision  in  her  constitution  be  incompatible  with 
that  of  the  United  States,  and  that  this  incompat- 
ibility, if  found  to  exist,  must  be  removed  by  her 
before  she  can  lie  admitted,  is  it  proper  to  au- 
thorize the  Ezeeative  to  declare  byaproclamation 
that  this  condition  has  recaved  the  assent  of  Mis- 
souri, and  thus  to  render  her  admission  complete? 
Sir,  this  momentous  qoestion  ought  to  be  dMer- 
mined  by  Congress,  upon  a  view  of  the  coDstittt- 
tion  of  Missouri,  and  all  the  eircnmstanees  attend- 
ing it,  at  the  time  of  her  admission. 

The  admission  of  a  new  State  has  been  termed 
an  act  of  sovereignty,  and  has  been  confided  by 
the  Constitution  of  toe  United  States  to  Congress. 
Will  you,  then,  transfer  to  the  President  a  power 
which  riffhtfully  and  constitutionally  belongs  to 
the  next  Congress?  You  have  rejected  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  for  reasons  which  are  satis- 
factory to  a  majority  of  thi;i  Committee.  You 
have  done  your  duty.  Let  those  who  may  follow 
perform  that  which  shall  derolve  on  them. 

But,  why  are  genttemen  onwiUing  to  bring  this 
question  before  the  next  Congress  ?  Are  ihef^  un- 
willing to  trust  that  body  ?  Sir,  I  feel  mtirely 
confident  that  the  next  Congress  will  do  its  duly, 
in  regard  to  this  and  every  other  sabject  which 
may  lie  brought  before  it.  They  come  directly 
from  the  people  of  this  nation,  and  will  apeak  the 
aentiments  of  the  nation;  and  on  that  accoant 
may  be  safely  intrusted  with  the  exercise  of  this 
power. 

I  have,  sir,  thus  briefiy  stated  the  reasonswhich 
will  compel  me  to  vote  against  the  resolution  be- 
fore the  Committee. 

Sir,  I  feel  as  great  anxiety  to  see  this  "  distract- 
ing question"  settled -as  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  but  it  must  be  set- 
tled upon  Constitutional  princifdes.  There  is  dan- 
ger ttuit  any  other  mode  of  settling  this  question, 
instead  of  allayiagj  will  increase  the  excitement 
which  it  has  occasioned  throoghoat  this  nation. 
Sir,  there  are  two  parties  to  this  great  controversy, 
and  any  settlement  which  should  prostrate  the 
rights  of  either  ought  to  be  xeprobatal.  Oreat  as 
is  my  anxietT  to  see  this  matter  put  to  rest,  to 
efiect  it  I  will  ndther  reooonce  my  principles  nor 
surrender  the  privileges  of  any  portion  of  the  citi- 
z«i>  of  this  empire.  If  a  settlement  of  this  grave 
question  take  place,  the  good,  and,  1  may  add,  the 
peace  of  this  auinja  demands  that  it  be  satisfactory 
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to  all  its  parts.  A  "compromise,"  sir,  which  shall 
bring  Missouri  into  this  Union,  may,  indeed,  put 
an  end  to  this  dispute  here;  but,  let  me  tell  gen- 
tlemen, that  i{,  in  a  settlement  of  this  momentous 
question,  the  feelings  of  a  large  portion  of  this 
ctnnmunity  shall  be  disregarded,  the  peace  of  the 
naUou  may  not  be  restored. 

To  insure  such  a  desirable  and  happy  result,  it 
most  be  settled  opon  a  fair,  and  just,  and  Consti- 
tational  basis.  To  such  a  settlement,  and  to  no 
other,  will  I  assent. 

After  a  long  debate,  protracted  to  a  late  hour, 
theqnestioo  was  taken  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  amendment  to  the  Senate's  resolution,  as 
proposed  on  Saturday  by  the  select  committee  of 
this  House,  and  was  decided  in  the  native — 73 
to  64. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  decision 
to  the  House :  and,  the  question  being  on  concur- 
ring in  that  decision — 

Mr.  Stobrb  moved  to  postpone  the  whole  sab- 
ject indefinitely. 

Mr.  Browh,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  said  that 
he  most  ask  pardon  of  the  House  for  having  risen 
at  so  late  an  hour,  and  after  so  much  anxiety  had 
been  evinced  to  take  the  vote;  that  he  had  not 
designed  to  address  the  House  at  this  advanced 
period  of  the  debate,  althoogh,  having  prepared 
himself  upon  the  merits,  be  would  have  been  elad 
to  have  found  an  opportunity,  without  contenoing 
for  the  floor  with  those  better  qualified  to  do  it 

1*ustice,  before  the  subject  had  been  literally  ex- 
lausted ;  and  that  he  would  not  now  incidentally 
have  said  a  word,  but  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  near  to  him,  who  had  just  resumed 
his  seat,  (Mr.  SBnoEAHT),  had,  with  a  dexterity 
better  adapted  to  the  bar  of  a  court  than  to  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  ingeniously, 
thongh  unjustly,  endeavored  to  case  from  himsdi 
and  the  majority  on  the  Missouri  qnestimi,  the 
odium  of  an  argument  derived  from  its  influence 
upon  the  balaoce  of  power  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  his  resentment  at  the  offered 
injury  would  not  admit  of  his  remaining  passive 
while  the  majority  voted  down  the  rights  of  Mis- 
souri, and  then  attempted  to  relieve  themselves 
from  responsibility,  by  endeavoring  calmly  and 
cunningly  to  throw  the  censure  of  bo  unworthy 
an  ailment  used  by  them  upon  an  injured  minor- 
ity, who  he  had  reason  to  fear  had  so  deeply  suf- 
fered  by  the  influence  of  the  argument  itself.  Mr. 
B.  said  that,  upon  arriving  at  the  seat  of  Qovmi- 
ment,  and  &iding  this  question  assuming  an  im- 
portance, and  producing  effects  so  little  expected 
by  him,  he  was  led  to  expect  that  aU  was  not 
nght ;  that  there  was  something  artificial  aboat 
it;  and  had,  therefore,  at  an  early  period,  set  him- 
self at  work  to  investigate  it  to  the  bottom,  and  to 
develope,  if  possible,  tne  real  as  well  as  ostensiUe 
considerations  whicii  had  swfdlen  it  to  such  an 
alarming  magnitude ;  and  he  be^^  it  shoi^d  be 
recollected  that  motives  were  not  the  less  opera- 
tive or  dsogerons  for  not  being  avowed.  Mr.  B. 
said  that  he  had  carefully  reviewed  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  in  which  this  bitter 
sabject  was  opened,  as  well  as  the  speeches  de- 
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liTered  bjr  tbe  adrocBtes  of  tbe  restriction,  mark- 
ing well  the  feelings  atid  prejudices  displayed,  the 
so^estions  made,  and  the  principles  arowed.  He 
had  pursued  them  with  great  attention  and  anx- 
iety, and  he  bellered,  without  arrogating  too  much 
to  himself,  that  he  could  give  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylrania,  (Mr.  Sebgeant,)  tnio  bad  ju»t  re- 
sumed his  seat,  the  House,  and  the  nation,  a  cor- 
rect history  of  this  aieament,  or  soggestion, 
unonntiDg  to  the  same  thing,  of  the  influence  of 
the  Missouri  question  on  thelKilance  of  power  in 
the  United  States.  The  origin,  pn^reas,  and  ef- 
fect, of  the  contest  for  the  nalanee  of  power  in 
Bufope  woald  be  reeolleeted :  he  would  only  say 
that  Its  coarse  had  been  iharked  with  Uood ! 

In  reading  two  speeches  delivered  by  an  emi- 
nent and  venerable  member,  (Mr.  King,)  then  and 
now  of  the  Senate,  from  New  York,  every  Word 
of  which  had  been  well  weighed,  he  found  some 
remarks  truly  ominous.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  wished  it 
understood  that  he  should  not  pretend  to  detail 
every  thing  which  that  geoileman  nad  said  upon  the 
same  subject,  to  whose  speeches  he  might  take  the 
liberty  of  referring ;  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
the  fair  attainment  of  the  purpose  which  he  bad 
with  candor  assured  the  House  he  had  in  view; 
but  all  might  rest  satis^ed  that  he  labored  under 
no  mistake  in  the  motations  which  he  should 
mdEe;  for,  kavfiig  been  aerioody  impressed  by 
tiMm,  he  had  nude  mcmonnda,  considering  them 
jnady  alanniag,  and  looking  a^nce  from  the 
motives  wliieh  should  inflnence  Congress.  The 
VtneraUe  gentleman,  than  whom  none  knew  bet- 
ter, (having  been  a  member  of  the  Convention 
whien  formed  the  Constitution,)  says  that,  bnt  for 
this  clause,  the  Union  never  would  have  been 
formed ;  this  gratleBun  said,  in  reference  to  the 
computation  of  slaves,  in  fixing  the  ratio  of  repre- 
-teotation,  "  that  the  efiect  of  this  concession  nad 
''been  obvious,  in  the  preponderance  which  it  had 
';aiv<n  to  the  riavefaoiding  States  over  the  other 

*  Slates }  nevertheless,  it  was  an  ancient  settie- 
matt ;  and  faith  and  honor  stood  fdedged  not  to 

'-disturb  it.   Bnt  the  extension  of  this  dispropor- 

*  tiotiate  power  to  the  new  States  would  be  im- 
'  jtnt  ana  odioos."  Here  is  tbe  argument  from 
tae  preponderance — the  dinn^portionate  powei^ 
idinost  in  terms  from  the  bakneeof  powA^— fioiely 
•o  m  Babstanee ;  and  which  he  confirms  from  ex- 
perience:  and  the  odttmi  which  he  was  {leased  to 
■ay  should  ff^low  the  exteiuioii  of  it  to  the  new 
States,  and  among  them  to  Missouri,  proves  how 
atronglyj  not  to  say  vtolenthr,  this  ven^ble  gen- 
tleman felt  on  the  subject  of  restriction.  Ant^ier 

Ssntleman,  (Mr.  Tallhadoe,)  from  the  same 
tale,  who  had,  in  the  fifteenth  Congress,  sup- 
ported the  restriction  with  ability  and  warmth, 
was  betrayed  into  a  similar  view.  In  speaking  of 
Missouri,  he  said,  "  that  portion  of  country  nas 
'  no  claim  to  such  an  unequal  representation,  ud- 
'  jost  in  its  results  upon  the  other  States." 

Here  again  yoti  perceive  the  gndffinff  at  Con- 
MitaUonai,  which  is  called  umqueu,  representation, 
in  its  effects  upon  the  other  States,  to  wit,  the  non~ 
aiaveholdiitf  States.  This  goitieman  also  dis- 
idiayed  his  aetteminatian  and  violence  by  exckim- 


ing  "  that  his  purpose  was  fixed,  and  that  if  disao- 
lution  of  the  Union  and  civil  war  ceme,  let  it 
coitDe  !"  These  were  some  of  the  allusions  made 
in  the  Fifteenth  Congress,  to  the  efiect  of  &e  Mis- 
souri question  opon  the  balance  of  power:  and 
they,  too,  by  the  majority  on  this  floor,  who.  or 
some  of  whom,  deny  the  tnfluence  of  tbe  consijcT- 
atiOn,  as  well  as  the  use  of  the  argument. 

Mr.  B.  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  now  proceed 
to  refer  to  some  instances  in  wiiicb  the  same  argu- 
ment was  rmewed  at  the  last  sesuoa.  I  bad  be- 
come, sir,  so  feaifnl,  nay  almost  soie,  dutt  Ais 
coDMderation  had  more  to  do  than  it  shonld  have, 
widi  the  Mimanri  qnestioo,  that,  whenerer  tbeai- 
goment  was  recarred  to,  it  made  a  atnag  iniprea- 
ston  upon  my  nuttd,  in  consilience  orwhieh,  I 
am  now  the  better  enaUed  to  refer  to  the  leiEnuKs 
of  some  ffentlemen  mon  that  point.  An  hom»- 
able  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mt.Pldii- 
BR,)  who  aimed  to  asperse  Kentucky  with  having, 
some  thirty  years  ago,  menaced  disunion,  h£i 
said  :  "  Feeling  the  weight  of  this  slave  rernesen- 

*  tation,  is  it  strange  that  the  free  Slates,  believing 
'  they  possess  authority  under  the  Constitution, 

*  shonla  wish  to  prevent  its  existence  in  States 

*  hereafter  to  be  admitted  ?"  This  gentleman  ot- 
ters the  habitual  wailing  of  the  malcontents  and  re- 
slrictionists  at  Constitutional  representation,  which 
they  are  pleased  to  designate  siare  repieaeiilation, 
accompanied  by  his  bdief  ha  Its  influence  on  the 
balance  of  power.  Another  gentleman,  thoi'frora 
Masaaefausetta,  now  in  his  aeat  from  Maine--4)ie 
same  who  presented  his  (»nstituents,  and^  hr  ae- 
cident,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
Christmas-gift,  (which,  and  sneh  like,  may  ptote 
their  cnrse,)  after  the  most  mature  consideration, 
I  say  mature,  because  the  gondcman  first  wrote 
and  then  read  his  speech  to  the  House — ^this  gen- 
tleman avowed  dangerous  and  iDflammatory  doc- 
trines, and,  ainoi^  otber  things,  said,  in  reference 
to  tbe  daVeholding  States,  **for  emotameiin  and 

Siwer  you  give  us  commercial  restrictions,"  dbc. 
ere  the  benign  gentleman  seemed  to  sigh  for 
power,  to  avenge  supposed  vmmgs. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sbb- 
OBANT,)  not  many  days  past  asugned  as  a  reason, 
apumg  others,  to  show  the  importance  of  theqnes- 
tiioD,  and  why  it  ^onld  be  len  for  the  decision  of 
a  future  Congress,  mentioned  the  inflnenoe  whieh 
it  might  have  upon  the  balance  of  power ;  for  this 
he  was  immedutdv  rebuked,  and  he  soemed  to 
stand  corrected.  Tliis  evettiiig,the  gentleman, in 
an  eflfort  to  relieve  himself  from  so  leproachfol  a 
consideration,  chazged  the  minority  with  havi^ 
first  used  it,  and  particularly  charged  mr  eoUe^oe 
(Mr.  Clat)  with  having  made  some  allusion  to  it 
at  the  last  session,  which  my  edleague  has  denied, 
and  which  I  will  venture  to  say  no  one  else  recol- 
lects. The  idea  of  calculations  of  power  infliKnc- 
ing  the  House  in  tiieir  delibCTations  on  the  Mis- 
souri question,  (views  so  inexoraUe  to  the  de- 
mands of  justice  andrea8on,)alway3  excited  alma 
in  my  mind;  and,  from  a  reference  to  it,  at  the 
last  session,  by  a  very  aUe  and  influential  mem- 
ber, as  was  the  lumomUie  goitlemen  from  Ptan- 
sj^vania,  (Mr.  Smn»uiT,)  who  now  disdainr  it. 
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I  won  oabled  to  settle  the  point  in  dispute  between  I 
fahn  and  my  ctdleague,  by  calling  to  their  minds  { 
the  facts  as  they  transpired,  and  of  which  1  hare  I 
the  most  vivid  recollection.  | 

My  oollea^e,  (Mr.  Clay,)  in  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliaaon,  which  has  characterized  bis  every  word 
and  action  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  thb 
contest,  in  one  of  his  speeches  of  the  hist  session 
appe^ed  to  the  great  and  repablioan  St^  of 
PeBnsylvania,  who  had  been  regarded  the  key- 
stone of  the  federal  azch,  magnaoimomly  to  inter- 
fExe  and  settle,  as  Ae  vumt  do,  this  contest,  so 
big  with  the  fate  of  the  Union ;  the  gentleman 
from  Pennaylnoia,  (Mr.  SsBttEAHT,)  whilst  re- 
plying. dfaBOTcd  in  sttbstanoe,  if  not  in  words,  and 
as  I  toen  thought,  and  still  thhdc,  very  impres- 
'sirely  and  signifieantly,  that,  true  it  was,  Penn- 
Sylrania  had  been  regarded  as  the  key-stone  of  the 
iederal  ucfa,  but  if  Congress  went  on  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union,  he  did  not  know  how 
long  ^e  would  continue  so manifestly  indicating 
his  jealousy  of  the  growing  importance  of  the 
West,  and  the  loss  of  the  attitude  of  Pennsylvuaia 
as  the  key-atone  of  the  federal  arch ;  or,  in  other 
words,  by  a  manner  and  in  terms  too  plain  to  be 
misunderstood,  the  influence  of  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion upon  the  oalance  of  power.    Thus,  said  Mr. 

it  IS  irfain  to  demonstration,  as  it  is  true  in 
point  of  fact,  that  the  majwitf ,  meaning  to  be  qb- 
aerstood  semal  iaflueBtial  members  of  the  ma- 
jcwitf ,  were  the  ftnt  to  btdw,  and  to  eontnme  ex- 
dilsiray  to  avow,  this  eonsidertfion;  and  that, 
not  my  colleague^  (Mr.  Clat,)  bat  the  gentleman 
himself,  at  the  last  sessidn,  and  at  this,  has  con- 
^ently,  though  I  ouinbt  say  wisdy,  presented 
the  satne  view.  And  that  which  induced  me  to 
Tise,  without  reflection,  under  every  disadrantage 
of*  House  worn  down  vrith  tedious  sessions  from 
day  to  day,  at  a  late  boor,  when  their  impatience 
had  been  so  fnlly  evinced,  was  the  indignation 
which  I  felt  at  the  attempt  made  by  the  ^ntleman 
who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  being  himself  tbe 
offender,  to  throw  the  blame  and  odimn  of  the  use 
and  influence  of  this  argument  npon  my  coUeagne 
and  die  injured  minority. 

Mr.  BfiowN  said,  that,  having  redeemed  his 
-pledge,  and  thus  long  imposed  himsdf  upon  the 
attentim  of  the  Ho«e,  althoo^  he  was  cspaUe 
of  derelopiDg  still  Autfaer  this  faistorf  of  the  Manee 
-of  power,  he  felt  great  rdnctenee  at  proceediBg 
fiurnierMtfaoBe  around  him  requested  that  he 
dmidd  go  on.)  Mr.  B.  resuming  fab  anument 
maAj  'Mr.  Spewter,  I  profess  to  be  well  read  in  tbe 
prooeedl^aitd  inysteries  of  a  certain  conreutioo, 
which  was  organised  in  the  East,  at  die  gloomiest 
period  6f  our  late  straegle  with  Great  Britain ; 
m  which  three  of  the  New  En^and  States  were 
represented  by  members,  chosen  by  their  State 
L^^datores,  and  the  remaining  ones  had,  the 
largest  of  them,  two,  and  tbe  smallest,  one,  cfao^ten 
by  districts.  A  eonrention  which,  considering 
its  tim^  and  purpose,  and  orgftnizatioD,  and  |ffo- 
ceediug^  entitled  it  to  the  emphatic  appellation 
of  the  gtutpowder  ^ot  of  the  United  States ;  and 
which,  like  its  pnAotype  in  Great  Britain,  up- 
wards of  two  centuries  ago,  vonld,  seesnm^y, 
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I  without  providential  interposition,  have  carried 
I  with  it  a  wide-spread  destruction.  The  glorious 
i  victory  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  consummation 
I  of  the  Treaty  of  Qbent,  the  first  won  in  three 
days  from  its  adjournment,  and  tbe  last  made 
public  soon  after,  gave  the  people  of  these  States 
time  to  reflect  and  inform  tnemselves;  the  conse- 
quence of  which  was,  that,  by  their  judgment;  the 
projectors  of  that  dark  scheme  were  cohs^ned  to 
merited  in&my.  Mr.  B.  !>aid,  that  he  wished  it 
constantly  borne  in  mind,  that  he  drew  a  plain  and 
just  line  of  discrimination  betwixt  the  good  peo- 
ple of  the  New  England  Statta'Uid  the  projectors 
and  members  of  tms  convention ;  the  first  Weiie 
for  a  time  deluded,  the  laat  ttoderatood  dieir  own 
purpose  full  well,  and  for  a  season  dduded  the 
people.  That  the  peo{de  might  for  a  time  be  de- 
ceived ;  but,  having  no  adequate  motive  to  err, 
they  would  ultimately  decide  right.  Before  it 
proceeded  to  business  the  Hartford  Convention 
drew  up  rules  for  its  government,  the  flntt  was, 
"  that  toe  meeting  should  on  each  day  open  with 
prater and  permit  me  to  tell  you  that  several 
distinguished  clergymen  of  New  En^and  swarln- 
ed  arouod  them  as  bees  around  their  hive:  and 
that  this  is  not  the  first  instance  in  which  the 
lovely  mantle  of  religion  has  been  used  to  cov%r 
ambition  and  depravity.  The  second  role  was, 
"  that  the  most  iuvit^ble  secrecy  should  be  ob- 
served." Thus.  God's  name  was  impiously  called 
upon,  ^d  invoked,  to  proper  an  inftmu  work, 
which  was  carried  on  in  mysterious  darkness. 
Now,  said  Mr.  B.,  let  us  consider  the  subjects 
npon  which  this  oonTottion  deliberated,  taking 
care  to  remember  diat  the  fell  and  ttcasonabie 
speeches  which  none  heard  but  themselves,  and 
that  God,  whose  attention  and  aid  they  first  of 
all  implored,  never  have,  and  probable  never  will 
come  to  light ;  all  that  we  can  judge  from  is  their 
journal  and  report,  drawn  upwitli  the  greatest 
caution,  and  arrayed  in  the  most  itiec^laUe  gtrb 
for  meeting  tbe  public  eye ;  still,  throbgh  the  fis- 
sores  whien  Hiey  hare  not  been  aUe  to  close,  you 
plaiuly  ducern  the  fires  that  burnt  widiin.  In 
their  report,  they  state,  that  they  first  proceeded 
to  deliberate  on  dangers  which  "menace  itorae- 
date  pressure,"  meaning  diereby  the  Mts  ^friiidi 
theOoremmetttiiadiccendypasKdjMidtheeourK 
mmied  by  die  admfaaistration  in  tdaiion  to  fafa- 
log  men  and  money  i  the  organization,  ditpcsi- 
tim,  and  pMiy  of  the  militia,  Ac. ;  dtese'  I  eoiudder 
of  minor  importance.  They  next  proceeded  to 
what  X  concttve  the  great  purpose  of  tbe  conten- 
tion, which  was  to  attain,  in  their  ovm  tanguege 
"future  security,"  and  were,  thO^ore  "of  mofe 
remote  and  general  discussion."  They  iUrther  say, 
in  their  report,  that  "events  may  prove  that  the 
'  causes  of  our  calamities  are  deep  and  permanent ; 
'  and  that  whenever  it  shall  appear  that  their  causes 
'  are  radical  and  permaQent,as^ration  by  «niiia- 
<  ble  arrangement  will  be  preferable,"  Ac.  wlutt 
did  the  ctmvention  consider  tbe  causes  that  were 
radical  and  perrauienti  Out  ofdieir  own  mouths 
they  shall  be  condemned.  Let  their  two  first  reso- 
luttona  pMnposiiu'  Mtwulments  to  the  GonstiniciMi 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  reasons  assigned  in 
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support  of  them,  speak.  Tbe  first  resolution  is  in 
the  following  words :  "  Represeotatires  and  direct 

*  taxes  sbalT  be  apportioned  amoD^  the  sereral 

*  States  which  may  be  included  within  this  Union, 
'  according  to  their  respective  numbers,  of  free  per- 

*  sons,  incIudiDg  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term 
'  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  and 
«  all  other  pmcm^"  &e.  Thos,  as  joa  will  per- 
eciTe,  exdndinff  the  ennmoation  of  three-fifths  of 
the  slaTe  population,  as  now  authorized  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  reasons 
assigned  in  the  report  are,  "that  it  had  proved 

*  unjust  and  unequal  in  its  operation.  Its  ten- 
'  dency,  in  future,  adverse  to  that  harmony  and 
'  mutual  confidence,  which  are  more  conducire 
'  to  tbe  happiness  and  prosperity  of  every  confed- 

*  erated  State,  than  a  mere  preponderance  of 
'  power  (tbe  prolific  source  of  jealousies  and  con- 

*  troversy)  can  be  to  any  of  them." 

The  second  resolution  proposed  to  amend  the 
Constitution  by  providing  that  "no  new  State 

*  should  be  admitted  into  tbe  Union  by  Congress, 

*  in  virtue  of  the  power  granted  by  we  Constitu- 

*  tioD,  without  the  coocnrrenee  of  two-thirds  of 

*  both  Houses."  Prohibiting,  as  you  will  obaerre, 
a  majority,  as  authorized  at  present,  from  exercis- 
ing the  power  of  admitting  new  States.  The 
reasons  assigned  are  in  the  following  words :  "  By 
'  the  admission  of  these  States  the  balance  of 
'  power  has  been  materially  affected,  and  unless 
'  the  practice  be  modified,  must  ultimately  be  de- 

*  stroyed.   The  Southern  States  will  first  avail 

*  themselves  of  their  new  confederates  to  govern 
'  the  East,  and  finally  tbe  Western  States,  mul- 

*  tiplied  in  number,  and  augmented  in  population, 

*  will  control  the  interests  of  the  whole." 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  know  the  decorum 
and  respect  due  to  myself  and  to  the  House,  and  I 
will  not  designedly  violate  either;  I  impugn  the 
motifcs  of  no  member }  and  if,  in  the  views  which 
I  have  Mi  it  my  duty  to  take,  gentlemoi  find  them- 
aelra  unideasautly  associated,  I  shall  not  consider 
myself  in  the  least  hlameaUe,  white  my  leferenees 
to  tbe  a^uments  of  the  one,  and  to  the  proceed- 
ings and  report  of  tbe  other,  are  true,  and  often 
literally  correct.  The  gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr. 
CoaBUAN,)  to  whom  f  have  had  occasion  already 
to  refer,  in  a  confidential  letter  to  some  of  his  con- 
stituentt,  says,  "  that  the  signs  of  the  times  do  not 
'  augur  perpetuity,  or  uuinterrupted  succession  to 

*  the  Southern  dynasty.  The  spirit  engendered 
'  will  not  fail  to  produce  tbe  same  effects  on  the 

*  ^^irs  of  the  nation — may  place  power  in  other 

*  hands.  Not  on  the  indiscriminate  offerings  of 
<  peace,  but  on  the  balance  of  power,  depend  the 

*  safety  of  our  Republic."  And,  in  a  speech  de- 
livered bf  the  same  ^oatlenun  a  few  oays  a«^ 
these  sentiments  are  leiteiated  and  justified,  mr, 
said  Mr.  B.,  candor  compds  me  to  say,  from  these 
eomparuons,  that  there  iqipears  to  be  an  identity 
of  objects  and  views  between  the  friends  of  re- 
striction and  the  membors  of  the  celebrated  con- 
Tcntion  of  which  I  have  spoken.  The  members 
of  the  convention  grudged  the  Constitutional  rep- 
Ksentation  of  slavea,  denonneing  it  unjust  and 
unequal  in  its  operation ;  and  so  do  genUemen  in 
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the  speeches  to  which  I  have  referred.  The  con- 
renuon  complained  of  tbe  admission  of  new  States 
into  the  Union  from  the  West,  as  calculated  ma- 
terially to  affect,  and  ultimately  to  destroy,  the 
b^ance  of  power;  so  have  gendemen  indicated  in 
their  speeches,  and  particularly  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sebgeant,)  has  feared 
that  the  admission  of  new  States  would  change 
the  federal  arch  in  such  manner  as  to  deprive  Penn- 
sylvania of  the  honor  of  continuing,  longer,  to  be 
the  key  stone,  and  has  considered  the  Missouri 
contest  important  in  its  effects  upon  tbe  balance  of 
power.  The  only  radical  diversity,  visible  to  my 
optics,  is,  that  tbe  convention  proposed  to  effect 
their  objects  by  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States ;  while  Congress,  more 
discerning  and  bold,  are  endeavoring  to  effect 
them,  not  by  the  legitimate  operation  of  amend- 
ments, but  by  stretching  tbe  Constitution  to  these 
purposes.  Mr.  B.  said  that  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion was  not  so  much  execrated  because  it  made 
attempts,  othmvise  than  according  to  the  Ccwsti- 
tution  of  the  United  Slates,  but  because  the  otgect 
which  they  had  in  view  vras  to  vreaken  and  burst 
the  bands  of  tbe  Union  j  and  the  means  they  used 
were  the  best,  of  all  others,  calculated  to  attain  the 
proposed  end.  Those  who  originated  and  com- 
posed the  convention  were  as  cunning  and  as  wise 
as  serpents;  they^  well  knew  the  vulnerable  parts 
of  the  Constitution,  and  where  to  find  combustible 
materials,  and  tb^r  plot  was,  and  could  only  have 
been,  marred  by  such  great  means  as  Heaven  had 
interposed.  Sir.  said  he,  I  will  not  say  ihe  honor- 
aUe  gentlemen  nave  the  same  object  in  view,  to 
wit,  disunion,  but  I  will  say  that  toey  employ  the 
same  materials ;  and  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the  con- 
vulsed state  of  Cooffress,  and  the  agitation  of  the 
nation,  to  attest  wnether  they  are  not,  at  leas^ 
driven  on  to  the  same  alarming  result 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  before  forming  the  Constitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  the  several  States  held 
their  prtgudices,  their  hahit^  thdr  interest,  uid 
their  slaves;  that  they  were  sovereign  aad  inde- 
pendent, having  the  exclusive  government  of  tbor 
slaves,andmignthavec(Hitiniudso;  and,  he  could 
venture  to  sayi  would  have  continued  so  rather 
than  have  yielded  the  power  to  the  G«aeral  Gov- 
ernment ;  that  they  bad  become  members  of  the 
Confederation  upon  the  well  understood,  and 
equally  well  defined,  condition  of  having  the  sub- 
ject left  to  their  own  exclusive  control — the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  taking  no  further 
notice  of  it  than  to  require  other  States  to  deliver 
up  persons  held  to  service,  viz:  slaves,  who  might 
escape  from  their  owners  into  tbe  limits  of  such 
other  States ;  and  that  now  to  attempt  a  disregard 
of  the  terms  and  sti|»ilati<»is  of  tbe  compact  ai 
Confed««tion  was  unjust  and  nnwis&  and  would 
never  be  submitted  to  hj  die  slavdiolding  Stales. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that,  painful  as  it  was  to  him  to 
continue  his  encroachment  upon  the  House,  be 
would,  while  on  the  flocMr,  take  a  very  rapid  view 
of  the  proceedings  of  Coi^gress  in  relation  to  Mis- 
souri, and  the  dntacUs  which  she  has  had,  sad 
now  ha^  to  eneounter.  During  the  15th  Con- 
gress, Missouri  set  up  her  claim  to  a  law  anthor- 
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izmg  her  to  form  a  conatitadon  and  State  govern- 
ment;  something  faaviog  been  done  at  the  first,  at 
the  second  session  of  that  Cooeress,  after  some 
anfffjr  discussions,  partsof  which  nare  been  refer- 
red to,  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  passed  the 
law,  but  imposed  a  resitrictioQ  against  sJaTery,  by 
a  very  small  majority ;  the  Senate  would  not  agree 
to  the  restriction ;  the  bill  of  course  felL  and  Mis- 
soori  was  still  further  deprived  of  the  right  of  State 
government,  which  all  agreed  she  was  entitled  to. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  last,  being  the  first 
session  of  the  sixteenth  Congress,  the  mover  of  the 
lestrietion  (the  present  Speaker,  Mr.  Tavlor,) 
moved  and  obtained  the  appointment  of  a  special 
committee  for  the  avowed  purpcse  of  compro- 
mising and  settling,  if  possible,  this  subject;  the 
committee  for  some  time  labored  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject of  their  appointment,  but  their  efforts  proving 
unsuccessfoi,  upon  their  application,  they  were 
dist^iarged.  The  members  differed  not  from  prin- 
ciple, aU  agreeing  that,  if  the  divided  lines  could 
be  settled,  a  compromise  ought  to  be  made.  Gen- 
tlemen, after  having  thus  proceeded  upon  a  con- 
cession of  the  correctness  and  policy  of  the  doc- 
trine of  compromise,  which  waa  also  the  connect- 
ing and  redeeming  principle  in  the  Convention 
that  formed  the  Constitution,  should  not,  after- 
wards, have  uttered  aught  against  the  mode  of  ad- 
justment. This  laudable  effort  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy by  comi»(miise  having  failed,  the  House 
of  Repres^tatives  took  ap  the  bill  for  the  admis- 
sioit  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  and,  after  dis- 
ctissinf  it  the  greatest  part  of  the  session,  passed 
it,  with  an  imposition  of  the  restriction,  and  re- 
ported it  to  the  Senate.  The  Senate  had,  at  the 
same  time,  a  bill  before  them  for  the  admission  of 
Maine  into  this  Union,  from  the  extreme  north- 
eastern limits  of  the  United  States,  as  Missouri 
was  from  the  southwestern.  There  were  fierce 
jealousies  prevailiox,  and  a  strong  impression  that, 
under  the  guise  of  hnmaoity  and  religion,  there 
was  carried  on  a  struggle  for  power- 

The  subject-matter  of  the  bills  being  the  same, 
connected  with  the  jealousies  each  felt  at  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  other  towards  admission,  the 
Senate  determined  to  unite  them,  and  did  unite 
them,  that  they  might  proceed  ^n^Muro,  and  enter 
the  threshold  together.  And  as  Maine  was  left 
without  restriction,  that  condition,  imposed  upon 
MissoQci  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  was 
taken  off.  And  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  B.  said,  permit 
me  here  to  repeat,  what  I  have  always  believed, 
and  often  said,  that  for  this  prudent  caution  and 
even-handed  justice^  the  Senate  have  not  received 
the  applause  to  which  it  so  justly  entitled  them. 
The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri, thus  amended,  passed  the  Senate,  and  was 
reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives;  there 
it  was  disagreed  to ;  the  Senate  insisted,  the  House 
rejected;  whereupon  a  committee  of  conference 
was  appointed,  woo,  preserving  the  spirit  of  the 
mover  of  the  restriction  himseltj  compromised  the 
whole  matter— the  friends  of  Missouri  to  the  West 
agreeing  that  Maine  should  be  admitted  from  the 
Kist,  and  aneed  fiuther  to  submit  the  whole  ter- 
ritory we*t^  Missouri  to  a  restriction  against  the 
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admission  of  slaves ;  in  consideration  whereof,  the 
friends  of  Maine  in  the  East  agreed  to  admit  Mis- 
souri from  the  West  without  restriction.  Maine 
■was  immediately  admitted,  and  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  sucb  was  the  momentous  crisis  with 
her,  that,  according  to  the  act  of  Massachusetts, 
giving  her  assent  for  Maine  to  become  an  inde- 
pendent State,  a  limitation  was  fixed,  which 
would  have  expired  in  a  few  days,  and  it  there- 
after became  doubtful  whether  Massachusetts 
would  ever  again  have  yielded  her  consent.  The 
restriction  was  alio  impoKd  in  pomance  of  the 
compromise  upon  thetmitory,  and  the  law  passed 
authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  stipulating  that  she  should  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  footing  of  the 
original  States.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  believed  then, 
as  I  believe  now,  that  the  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  internal  and  State  government  of  Missouri, 
by  dictating  to  her  on  the  subject  of  slaves,  was  a 
sneer  act  of  usurpation  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  indirectly  struggling  to 
avert  what  was  thought  would  be  the  effect  upon 
the  balance  of  power,  by  the  Constitutional  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  into  the  Union  as  a  slaveholding 
State.  Nevertheless,  perceiving  that  sucb  violent 
elements  were  in  operation,  and  that  great  heat 
and  sectional  animosity  would  grow  out  of  a  per- 
petuation of  the  unhappy  contest,  I  sir,  agreed  to 
the  compromise,  and  accordingly  voted  for  it  in 
all  its  parts;  while,  at  the  same  time,  I  must  do 
myself  the  justice  to  say,  I  felt  humUed  at  a  neces- 
sity, the  result  of  what  I  deemed  force,  to  yield  up 
the  interest  of  my  constituents,  and  the  slavehold- 
ing States  in  general,  in  this  immense  territory, 
secure  from  encroachment,  a  right  which  I  be- 
lieved guarantied  to  Them  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  with  France, 
whereby  this  territory  was  acquired,  by  the  eter- 
nal principles  of  justice  and  sound  policy. 

But  I  was  glad  to  be  done,  as  I  supp(»ed  I  was, 
with  this  unhappy  subject  forever.  Sir,  Mr.  B. 
said,  Missouri,  under  the  faith  of  the  law  of  Con- 

fress  for  that  patpose,  called  a  convention,  formed 
er  constitution,  laid  down  her  territorial  govon- 
ment,  organized  a  State  government,  and  put  it 
into  operation,  imd  sent  forward  her  Representar 
live  and  Senaton^with  her  eoDstitation,  at  the 
commeDcement  of  the  present  session,  who  pre- 
sented it  to  Congress.  And,  sir,  the  same  gentle- 
men, with  a  litue  variation,  who  contended  for 
the  restriction  last  session,  gave  an  objection  to 
her  constitution,  and  to  her  admi^ion,  on  account 
of  the  single  clause  which  requires  her  Legisla- 
ture to  pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  from  removing  to,  and  settiing  in,  that 
State ;  which  clause  they  contend  to  be  repugnant 
to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  secures  to  the  citizens  of  each  State 
"  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States." 

Sir,  we  have  denied  that  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  are  citizens  of  the  United  State*,  in  the 
sense  designed  by  the  Constitntioo ;  but  (haL  erea 
if  repugnant,  the  clause  therefore  became  nnll  and 
void,  and  oiight  not  to  operate  to  the  rejection  <^ 
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the  coQstitQtion,  otherwise  acceptable.   Bat  this  | 
principle  of  the  paramoant  efficacy  of  the  Coosti- 1 
iDtion  of  the  United  States  to  all  other  eonstitu-  i 
tions  and  laws,  (one  better  settled,  if  possible,  { 
dian  any  other,)  is  overlooked^  and  its  efficacy, 
thoagh  not  denied,  not  admitted.  Glentlemen 
hftTe  retreated  to  an  inaccessible  fortress — their 
belief  that  it  Tiolates  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  their  detenniiutiDn  not  to  Tiolate 
their  eonsciences. 

We  have  evidenced  our  sfneere  desire  to  termi- 
nate this  protracted  and  anhappy  strafe,  hy  pro- 
posing and  afgning  amendmoits  to  the  ordinary 
resolution  for  imm«Iiate  admission,  explanatory  of 
this  objectionable  clause,  ^nd  providing  that  it 
shall  not  operate  so  as  to  violate  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Qentlemen  then  say,  that 
Missouri  mi^ht  still  be  ineortigtUe  enough  to  diso- 
bey the  proviso  of  the  resolution.  To  obviate  this 
scruple,  we  have  proposed  that  she  shall,  by  sol- 
emn covenant,  agree  that  no -construction  shall  be 

Stven,  or  law  passed,  violating  the  Constitution  of 
le  United  States.  The  ingenuity  of  the  human 
mind  in  finding  arguments  to  justify  the  pursuit 
of  inclination,  snnnsses  conception.  We  are  now 
anvwered  by  doUMs  as  to  the  power  to  make  the 
compact  as  proposed,  which  would  Temove  the 
alleged  difficulty ;  and  a^rdiensinis  are  stiU  ex- 
pressed that  Missouri  might  not,  in  good  faith, 
conform  to  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  it  not  visible  that 
'Acre  is  no  satisfying  the  consciences,  or  evading 
the  innnuity  of  gentlemen,  and  that,  like  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania^  (Mr. 
Sergbant,)  they  are,  at  all  events,  determined  to 
iraasmit  this  tranqwtUvtmg  subject  to  the  next  Con- 

n;  dnd  for  no  other  reason,  that  I  can  compre- 
,  so  strong  as  that  riven  by  the  honorable- 
gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Gobhhah,)  who  has 
deliberately  and  wilfully,  not  in  an  open  speech, 
delivered  on  this  floor,  but  in  a  private  letter  to  a 
friend,  which  has  been  accidentally  broi^ht  to  liffht, 
given  it  as  his  opinion,  "that  the  safety  of  the  Re- 
jjWUie  dil>ended  opon  the  balance  of  power,  and 
not  on  Indiscriminate  offoriugs  of  peace."  And 
**  that  a  premature  compromise  might  forev^  blast 
the  hop^  of  a  patriotic  ambition." 

Mr.  B.  said,  a  gendeman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Aucbbr)  had  correctly  compared  their  situation 
bx  Uiu  contest  to  that  of  litigants  in  an  inf^ior 
4»urt,  from  which  there  conld  be  an  appeal ;  the 
aweal  here  was  directly  to  the  peofde.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  6.,  this  is  a  tribunal  on  which  I  have  the 
greatest  reliance ;  upon  the  virtue  and  intellieenee, 
and  therefore  upon  the  sa  fety,  of  the  people,  f  have 
the  most  unriiaken  confidence,  and  whenever  the 
people  of  the  United  States  can  be  brought  to 
^ink  upon,  inresttgete,  and  decide,  this  unexam- 
]ded  contest,  they  will  cause  their  will  to  be  done. 

I  admoni»i  gentlemen  to  recollect,  that  argu- 
ments felt,  hut  not  exiireBsed,  will  be  inoperative ; 
that  none  bat  substantial  ones  will  be  Aere  reeeiv- 
ed ;  and  I  will  hazard  my  ju^ment  upon  it,  that 
arguments  not  sufficiently  sound  and  pore  to  be 
naorted  to  upon  this  floor,  dare  not  be  urged  before 
the  people. 
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Sir,  said  he,  Missouri  ought  not,  and  will  not, 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  lay  down  hex 
State  government,  and  resume  the  territorial  garb ; 
and,  without  professing  unusual  discernment,  he 
could  foresee  a  period  at  which,  if  not  sooner,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  would  make  a  solemn 
pause,  and  carefully  explore  the  untrodden  padi 
which  they  would  be  invited  to  tnad.  Sir,  said 
he,  that  period  will  be  when  the  GtmgFesi  idiall, 
to  enforce  their  policy,  call  Dpon  them  fer  dic& 
and  money,  to  be  osed  in  waging  a  war  of  Ihther 
against  son,  and  of  brother  against  brother.  Then, 
said  Mr.  B.,  I  ^ill  venture  to  say,  that  the  g;entle- 
man's  qualms,  and  seepiicbm,  and  teclmicality, 
will  be  disr^rded,  along  with  any  considera- 
tions which  may  have  been  fdt,  though  not  avow- 
ed^ and  the  people  will  decide  with  justice  and 
wisdom,  and  will  select  servants  to  enforce  their 
decisions  who  dare  not  disregard  thdr  interest  or 
disobey  their  voice.  • 

Sir,  the  coincidence  which  I  have  shown  be- 
tween the  objects  and  reasoning  of  a  construction 
so  justly  execrated,  and  the  suspicions^  not  (o  say 
more,  which  may  so  naturally  be  excited  against 
the  alternate  views  of  the  majority,  should  cause 
diem  at  least  to  ponder  and  wei^  well  their  own 
arguments,  that  they  may  become  satisfied  them- 
sdves,  as  well  as  prepared  to  satisfy  other^  diat 
their  ^unds  and  reasons  for  reftising  Missbnti 
admission  into  the  Union  are  solid. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  has  been  hinted^  tfaat.MiS' 
souri  had  probably  inserted  this  clause  in  her  con- 
stitution to  try  the  temper  of  Congress.  Can  this 
be  believed  for  a  moment  7  She  had  no  motive  to 
do  80^  but  had  every  one,  except  the  suggestion  of 
folly  Itself,  to  avoid  a  conflict,  and  to  conciliate  her 
favor.  Is  a  further  evidence  wanting?  Ibegleave 
to  refer  gentlemen  to  the  mild,  patient,  and  pacific 
conduct  of  her  delegates,  and  of  the  peopleof  Mis- 
souri themselves,  under  their  most  unparalleled 
ordeal.  Still  further :  Read  her  constituTtOb 
throughout,  and  you  will  lay  it  down,  entii^y 
satisfied,  that  no  o^er  constitution  in  tne  United 
States  so  well  secures,  not  only  the  lives  and  Ihnbs, 
but  the  health  and  comfort,  of  slaves.  Had  'Mis- 
souri desired  to  tannt  Congress,  she  had  ample 
opportunity  to  have  done  so  Without  die  slightest 
imputation  of  infringing  nnon  the  Constitunon  of 
the  United  States,  by  withholding  many  of  thdr 
humane  provisions,  and  inserting  others  of  greater 
severity.  So  far,  indeed,  from  there  being  any 
thing  calculated  to  raise  a  suspicion  that  the  con- 
vention of  Missouri  felt  resentment  at  Congress 
for  the  embarrassment  which  she  had  thrown  in 
her  way,  that  theyseem  cautiously  to  have  sought 
a  gratification  of  her  prejudices  and  principles. 

Butj  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  Will  recur  to  one  otho 
objection  Which  has  been  urged  against  the  adap- 
tion of  the  qualified  resolutions  for  the  admission 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  and  I  shall  have  dime. 
I  lAve  felt  more  than  surprised— I  bare  Mt 
astonished,  that  any  distrust  should  have  been  ex- 
pressed of  the  good  faith  of  Missotoi  in  complr- 
mg  with  any  requisition  of  Congress,  or  in  fidffl- 
ing  any  compact  into  which  ritemidit  enter,  opdn 
her  admission  Into  the  Union.  Bir.  B.  inqomd, 
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who  were  the  people  of  Missouri  1   Sir,  said  he, 
they  ate  priocipaUy  citizens  from  the  surrounding 
slavebolcuQg  States ;  they  are  flesh  of  our  flesh, 
and  had  carried  with  them  the  same  high  ideas  of 
honor  which  those  societies  possessed  from  which 
they  had  emigrated,  and  were  equally  discerning 
of  their  rights,  and  would  be  equally  firm  and 
zealous  in  their  support.   But  have  gentlemen  re- 
flected that  Missouri  offered  as  her  sureties  all  the 
slaveholdiog  States'?    That  their  faith  stood 
pledged  for  a  faithful  comi^iance  t   And,  when 
the  tranquillity  of  the  Uaion  seemed,  in  some  de- 
gree, affected  by  the  arrangement,  could  not  the 
faith  of  ^ese  States,  and  their  attachment  to 
the  Union,  and  to  the  non-slaveholding  States,  be 
confided  in?  Have  not  those  States  who  propose 
the  arrangement  for  Missoniii  evinced  the  nignest 
sensibility  at  any  encroachment  upon  the  tran- 
quillity, the  rights,  or  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
and  particularly  those  of  their  Eastern  brethren 
whom  they  have  fostered  and  protected  in  peace, 
and  have  supported  and  vindicated  by  a  war? 
Least  of  all,  nave  our  Western  non-slaveholding 
States,  members  from  which  (Mr.  Ross  and  Mr. 
Campbell)  have  some  distrust  of  faithful  compli- 
ance, any  ground  to  question  the  estimation  in 
which  we  hold  their  good  will,  their  rights,  and 
their  safety?    Sir,  said  he,  when  their  houses, 
their  wives,  and  their  little  ones,  were  menaced, 
during  the  late  war,  by  the  fierce  savages  ana 
their  cruel  allies,  (impelled  by  no  sinister  motives 
or  legal  obligations.)  nave  the  gentlemen  so  poon 
forgotten,  that  vre  hastened  to  their  extensive  fron- 
tier, stood  to  their  right  and  left;  encircled  tfaein 
aronnd,  and  drained  our  dearest  veins  to  secure 
them  uom  fire  and  massacre?    And  that  the 
Ueachiog  bones  of  our  favorite  sons,  now  lying 
thiekly  strewed  upon  their  borders,  aUest  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  attachment,  and  the  reliance  to  be 
placed  upon  our  firmness,  our  honor,  and  our 
fiiith? 

When  Mr.  Bbown  had  concluded — 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely was  decided  about  sunset,  by  yeas  and  nays — 
for  the  motion  42,  against  it  127,  as  follows : 

Ykas— Meam.  Adams,  Allen  of  Muuchusetts,  Allen 
of  New  York.  Biker,  Buffwn,  Cue,  Cltgett,  Denniion, 
Edwards  of  Coooecticut,  Edwardi  of  Peoiuylvaaia, 
Boatit.  Fay,  Folger,  Forrest,  Gorbam,  Hemphill, 
Herrick,  KcDddl.  Kinsl^,  MacUy,  Marehand,  Monell, 
8.  Moore,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Maasadiasetts,  PattenoD, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Rum,  Scr- 
ceantfSiUbee,  Storra,  Street,  Strong  of  VermoDt,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Tracy,  Van  Reii»eUer,  and  Wallace. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  AUen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Andenon,  Archer  of  Manland,  Archer  of 
Virginia.  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Baleman.  Bayly, 
Beecbor,  BlocUedge,  Bloomfield,  Boden.  Brevard, 
Brown,  Brash,  Bryan,  Burton,  BnUer  of  New  Hamp- 
■bire,  Boiler  of  Looiaiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clark, 
Clay,  Cot*,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafty  Crawford,  Crowell, 
Cnlbretb,  Culpeper,  Cowman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Dar- 
lington, DaTidson,  Dickinson,  EarJe,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  North  CaroUoa,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller, 
Garnett,  Gray,  Groas  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New.  York,  HaU 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Hibahman, 


Hill,  Hobart,  Hooka,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jonea  of  Vir- 
ginia, Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinaey,  Lathrop, 
Lincoli),  Little,  Livermore,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mc- 
Cullough,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallaty,  Meech, 
Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montcomery,  R.  Moore,  T. 
L.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Vir- 
ginia, Newton,ParkerofMauachnsettt^  Parker  ofVir- 
gioia,  Philam,  Pineknsy,  Pitcber,  Plqmer,  Rartdolpb, 
Rankin,  Reid,  Rbea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sawyer, 
Shaw,  Simkiiis,  Sloan,  Smidi  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Stevens,  Swearingeo,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlio- 
■OD,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Taoker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Upham,  Walker, 
Waifield,  WendoTer,  Williams  of  Vi^ia,  Williana 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 
So  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Mallart  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  had  unsuccrasfully  nutote  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  bdbre  stated ;  and  the  question  thaeon 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  thus :  For  the 
amendment  61,  against  it  107,  as  foUom : 

Tui— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Maandraaelta^  AK 
len  of  New  York,  Baker.  Boden,  Baffitm,  Case,  Crafts, 
Cnabman,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  For- 
rest, Fuller,  Gorbam,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemp- 
hill, Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Kendall,  Kinsley, 
Lathrop,  Livermore,  Maclay,  McCuUoogh,  Mallary, 
Marehand,  Meech,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley, 
Hurray,  Nelson  of  Massacbosetfai,  Parker  of  Masaachn- 
setts,  PatlenoD,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plomer,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards, Richmond,  Roes,  Ruts,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloao, 
Straet,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tarr,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wendovar, 
Whitman,  and  Wood— 61. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Aleiandar,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Ardier  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beedi^ 
er,  Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bmah, 
Bryan,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Loaimna, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Clark.  Clay, Cobb,  Cocke, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  puth- 
bcrt,  Dane,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  N.  Carolina,  Enstis,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford, 
Garnett,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Groas  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
din, Hill,  Hubert,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Lin- 
coln, LitUe,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Detawai*, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Meteal£  Mont- 
gomery, 8.  Mcwre,  T.L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Newton,  Parker  of  Vliiginia,  Pincknoy,  Ran- 
dolph, Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ro- 
gers, Sawyer,  Shaw,  Simkina,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrt,  Swearingen,  Terrell, 
Tomlineon,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Walker, 
War6el^,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina— 107. 


The  question,  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  its  cUsaneeraent 
to  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  and  the  de- 
cision was  as  ff^ows :  For  concurring  83,  agaiatt 
it  86. 

YsAS— Messrs.  Adams,  ARra  of  Maasadkasetts^  At 
len  of  2^  Terit,  Baker,  Beecbsr,  Bsdaa,  BaCam, 
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Barton,  Butler  of  Nen  HKmpnliire,  Catnpbeil.  Cue, 
CUgett^  Cook,  Co^mui,  DaD«,  Darlington,  Daooi- 
■on,  Diekinuin,  Edwarda  of  Coniiectleat,  Edwtnla  of 
Penaeylvinis,  EJwardti  of  Nortii  Carolina,  Euatia, 
Faj,  Folger,  Foot,  Forreat,  Puller,  Garnett,  Gorham, 
Grusa  of  New  York,  Groaa  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hemphill,  Heoilricki,  Herrick,  Hibabman, 
Hobart,  Kendall,  Kinaejr,  Kioalej,  Latbrop,  Lincoln, 
Livermore,  Haclay,  McCulIough,  Mallarj,  Marchand, 
MMcb,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morton,  Moaeley, 
Murray,  Nelion  of  Masaachuaetta,  Parker,  of  Maaaa- 
choaetta,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patteraon,  Pbiiaon,  Pitcb- 
er,  Piumer,  Randolpb,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Rosa,  Rusa,  Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Street,  Strong 
of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  IJdree,  Upham,  Van  Renaaelaer, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Meaara.  Abbbt,  Aleiander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
neaaee,  Andcraon,  Archer  of  MairlaDd,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
BtacUedge,  Bloomfield,  Breianl,  Brown,  Brush,  Biy- 
•n,  Butlu-  of  Z«ouiaiana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb, 
Goeko,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbrrth,  Culpeper, 
CuthbOTt,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Ford, 
Gray,  Guyon,  Haekley,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
din, Hill,  Hooka,  JackaoD,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tenneaaee,  Kent,  Little,  McCoy,  MeCreary, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Rt^rtson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Sim- 
Una,  Smith  of  New  JwMjf  Smith  of  Maryland,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  SteTens, 
Storrs,  Swearingen,  Tompkina,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker,  of  SouUi  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker, 
Warfield,  Williama  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  N. 
Carolina. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur^  and  the  ameod- 
ment  reported  bjr  the  idect  committee  waa  agreed 
to. 

The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

Bimhtd,  4vt  That  the  Sute  of  Missouri  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  reapecta  whaterer,  upon  the  fun- 
damental condition,  ihtx  the  aaid  Sute  shall  never 
pass  any  law  jperanting  any  deacriptbn  of  persona 
from  coming  to  and  settling  in  the  saiJ  State,  who  are 
now,  or  hereafter  may  become,  citiattna  of  any  of  the 
Statea  of  this  Union  :  And  provided,  abo,  Th*t  the 
Legialature  of  the  aaid  State,  by  a  aolemn  public  act, 
ahall  declare  the  aaaent  of  the  aaid  State  to  the  said 
fundamental  condition,  and  shall  transmit  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  foarth 
Monday  of  November  neit,  an  authentic  copy  of  the 
aaid  act;  tipon  the  receipt  whereof  the  Preudent,  by 
proclamation,  abaU  annoanee  the  fact:  whereupon, 
and  without  any  farther  proceeding  on  tfaM  part  of 
Congreas,  the  admiaslon  of  the  said  State  into  Ibis 
Union  sb  all  be  considered  aa  complete :  And  provided 
Jurt&er,  That  nothing  herein  contained  abali  be  con- 
atroed  to  take  from  the  said  State  of  Misaouri,  when 
admitted  into  this  Union,  the  exercise  of  any  right  or 
power  which  can  now  be  conatitutionally  exercised  by 
any  of  the  originial  States. 

The  question  being  then  stated  on  ordering  the 
resolution  to  be  read  a  third  time — 
The  names  of  the  meiDbm  were  called  orer. 
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The  Clerk,  haring  come  to  the  end  of  the  list, 
was  about  to  pronounce  the  result ;  when 

Mr.  KeitT^  whose  delicate  state  of  health  scarce- 
ly eaaUes  him  to  attend  the  House,  and  who  was 
not  in  the  House  when  his  name  vras  called,  re- 
quested leare  to  record  his  name. 

Mr.  Jackbok,  undCT  the  same  circnrnstances, 
except  that  he  was  within  the  walls  of  the  House 
when  bis  name  was  called,  though  not  within  the 
bar,  made  the  same  request. 

The  Speaker  offered  to  receiTe  their  Tote^  if 
there  was  a  unanimous  consent  to  his  receiving 
them ;  the  rule  of  the  House  peremptorily  requir- 
ing that  00  member  should  vote  on  any  question 
unless  he  was  within  the  bar  of  the  House  when 
his  name  was  called. 

Objection  was  made  to  their  voting. 

It  was  evident,  from  the  sensation  which  filled 
the  House,  that  the  vote  was  a  close  one,  though 
its  result  had  not  been  announced. 

Mr.  Clay,  finding  that  the  objection  to  these 
gentlemen  would  not  be  withdrawn,  mored  to 
suspend  the  rule  of  the  House  which  forbids  a 
change  of  the  rule  without  one  day*s  notic^  in 
order  to  suspend  or  repeal  the  rule  which  fOTbids 
these  gentlemen  from  voting.  After  awhile,  how- 
er^j  he  withdrew  his  motion,relyingoa  the  mag- 
nanimity of  Kome  member  of  the  majority  to  move 
for  a  reconsideration  of  the  question. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  proclaimed,  as 
follows :  For  the  third  reading  80,  against  it  83. 

YiAa— MeasTs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bar- 
bour, Bateman,  Bayly,  Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Bre- 
vard, Brown,  Bryan,  Butler  of  Lootstsna,  Cannon, 
Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke.  Crawford,  Crowell.  Cal- 
bredi,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidsoa,  Earle,  Eddj, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Gray,  Goyon,  Ha<Uey,  Hall 
of  N.  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Hooka,  J<dinson,  Jooea  of 
Tenn.,  Little,  McCoy,  MoCrvary,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meiga,  Mercer,  MricaK 
Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  fieale.  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Read,  Rhea,  Rinnold, 
Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Binkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jeraey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevena,  Storrs,  Sweaiingea, 
Tompkina,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tacker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  WitliaiM 
of  Virginia,  and  Williama  of  North  Carolina. 

Ni.xa — Measrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Maaaachnaettt, 
Alien  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecber,  Boden,  Bmidb 
Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cook,  Crafta,  Cnriimao,  Dane,  Darlington, 
Dcnniaon,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Conuecticot,  Ed- 
wards of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
EusUs,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Oorhaa, 
Groaa  of  New  York,  Groae  of  Pennsylrania,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendricka,  Herrick,  HibaihmaB, 
Hobart,  Kendall,  Kinaey,  Kinaley,  Lstfarop,  Lincoln, 
Livermore,  Maclay,  McCulIough,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Meecb,  Monell,  R.  Hoore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Moat- 
ley,  Morray,  Nelson  of  Masaacbasetts,  Parker  of  Hm- 
sachuaetta,  Patterson,  Philsoo,  Pitcher,  Piumer,  Ran- 
dolph, Rich.  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Roaa,  Rbm^ 
Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Street,  Strong  of  Venoa^ 
Strong  of  New  York,  Tatr,  Terrell,  TomliiuoB,  Tra- 
cy, Udree,  Dpham,  Van  Seasselaer,  Wendover,  Whit- 
man, and  Wood. 
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So  the  whtAe  resfrfntion,  amendment  and  all, 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  LivEBHORE,  who  had  objected  to  the  above 
contested  rotes,  then  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
at  12  o'cloek  to-morrow,  move  for  a  reconsidera- 
tion this  question,  that  every  member  might 
hare  an  opportunity  of  roting  on  it  And  then 
the  Hoose  adjourned. 


T0E8DAT,  February  13. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read — 

Mr.  LivERHOBE,  with  the  view  of  affording  to 
members  who  were  absent  yesterday  an  opportu- 
nity of  voting  on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate, 
rose  to  carrjr  that  purpose  into  effect ;  and,  to  ob- 
tain his  object,  moved  to  am«id  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings,  by  striking  therefrom  the 
order  "  that  the  Clerk  should  acquaint  the  Senate 
with  the  decision  of  this  House  on  yesterday 
that,  by  withholding  that  Message,  he  might  be 
enaUed  to  more  tbuB  reconndeiation  of  the  deci- 
sion, wlien  the  time  shoold  arriTe  at  which  such 
a  motion  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Cut  seconded  the  motion,  and  took  the 
occasion  to  make  a  few  remarks  explanatory  of 
an  incident  which  occurred  at  the  last  session,  on 
a  question  of  reconsidering  the  final  vote  of  the 
House  on  the  Missouri  bill,  and  to  Tindicate  the 
then  Speaker  of  the  House  from  a  presumed  in- 
terference on  that  occasion,  and  to  snow  that  the 
Clerk  did  no  more  than  his  duty  required  him  to 
do,  in  carrying  the  bill  to  the  Senate  without 
waiting  the  motion  for  reconsideration. 

The  motion  to  amend  the  Journal,  as  proposed, 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  u>  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
Crawford  and  others,  reported  a  bill  ibr  the  relief 
of  certain  persona  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain 
goods  imported  into  Castine;  which  was  twice 
rmd,  and  committed. 

M.r.  Andersoh,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion in  the  purchase  of  public  lands  to  certam 
settlers  in  that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas 
ceded  to  the  Cherokee  Indians ;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to 
the  1st  July,  1820,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  who  were  instruct^]  to  inquire  whether 
any  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  are 
emplOTed  as  clerks,  or  in  any  other  cajpacity,  in 
any  of  the  departments,  or  in  theofficeoi  the  Sur- 
geon General  or  Apothecary  General,  and  whether 
such  offi<»n,  if  any,  have  received  any  other  com- 
pensation than  theu  pay  as  officers,  wnat  are  their 
names,  and  what  extra  compensation  they  have 
received,  made  a  report  concluding  with  tne  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

SeMobed,  That  bo  officer  or  other  person,  employed 
by  the  OoTeronent  of  the  Vailed  StatM,  ought,  an- 
«r  any  dreomstancss  or  pretext  whatever,  to  be  al- 


lowed and  ptid  aoy  other  or  greater  compensation 
thaB  is  aathorixed  by  law;  .and  that  the  practice 
which  has  heretofore  prevailed  to  aiake  extra  com- 
pensation in  certain  cases,  without  sneh  aDthni^, 
» incorrect^  and  onght  to  be  ^andoned- 

The  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gabnett,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildings  were  in.structed  to  inquire 
into  the  practicability  of  more  effectually  ventilat- 
ing the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
to  report  such  plan  as  maj  appear  to  them  best 
calculated  to  effect  the  object,  as  ^wedily  as  pos- 
siUe. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  LivERHORE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  yesterday,  by  which  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  as  amended,  for  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Tra^y,  that  the  attendance  of  the  members 
might  be  as  general  as  possible,  moTcd  a  call  of 
the  House,  (Mr.  LivBUfonn  having  waived  hia 
motion  for  the  jmsent,  to  give  an  opportunity  for 
thte  motion.) 

The  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  51  nays  73. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  reconside- 
ration of  the  rote  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  EnwABoa,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  the 
reasons  why  he  should  rote  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion, from  motives  of  comity  to  other  members, 
and  yet  should  again  vote,  as  he  did  yestarday, 
against  the  resolution,  should  it  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Gabnett  said,  feeling,  as  he  did,  disposed 
to  vote  against  the  motion  for  reconsideration,  and 
as  his  vote  would  be  apparently  inconsistent  with 
that  he  had  yesterday  given  for  the  engrossment 
of  the  resolution,  it  was  a  duty  he  owed  to  himself 
to  state  the  reasons  which  influoiced  him.  When 
he  first  came  to  die  House  yesterday,  he  bad  read 
the  amendment,  and  his  impressions  were  against 
it.  He  had  thmfore  votea  against  its  adoption. 
His  attention,  however,  having  beeu  subsequently 
attracted  to  theprowo,  he  had,  without  sufficiently 
examining  the  previous  part  of  the  resolution,  be- 
lieved that  its  effect  was  to  do  away  and  render 
nugatory  all  its  provisions;  and,  under  this  idea, 
and  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  he  had  voted  for 
engrossing  the  resolution  as  it  bad  been  amended. 
Subsequent  and  serious  reflection  had,  however, 
induced  him  to  think  that  he  was  mistaken  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  proviso,  and  that  his  first  impres- 
sions were  correct.  It  was  perhaps  true,  that  it 
was  calculated  to  do  away  any  inequality  that 
might  be  produced  by  the  conditions  of  the  reso- 
lution, between  the  rights  of  Missouri,  and  those 
of  the  other  States,  "  when  admitted but  it  was 
an  attempt  to  impose  on  her  a  condition  previously 
to  her  admission,  which  we  had  no  right  to  require 
her  to  perforin.  How  was  it  jxrasible  that  we  who 
think  that  Missouri  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
now  a  State,  and  that  she  is  only  kept  out  of  the 
Union  by  violence  and  injustice,  can  believe  that 
we  can  impose  on  her  any  condition  precedmt  to 
her  admisuon }  and  that  a  condition,  too,  which 
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reqains  her  to  Telinqaiah  a  ri^ht  wUeh  bIm 
can  now  exercise  in  common  with  ererjr  other 
State  in  this  Union.  It  requires  her  to  say  that 
she  will  not  pass  any  law  preventing  any  descrip- 
tion of  persons  who  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be- 
come, citizens  of  any  State,  from  coming  to  and 
settling  in  Missouri.  Now,  we  all  belie7e  thatshe 
has  the  power  to  prevent  a  certain  description  of 
persons  from  coming  in  and  settling  in  the  State ; 
and  I  am  disposed  to  go  still  further,  and  to  say, 
that  she  has  the  right  to  exclude  any  description 
of  persons — even  the  white  citizens  of  another 
State;  for,  if  a  State  does  not  possess  dtis  right, 
this  obviously  absurd  consequence  follows — that  a 
State  could  not  banish  a  citizen  upon  any  pretext 
whatever^  for  treason,  or  for  the  most  miamous 
erimea;  for  he  would  hare  nothing  to  do  bat  to 
beeomeacitizeuof  another  State,  when  hemig^re> 
turn  and  resid6  in  the  Slate  from  which  he  was  tnn- 
iabed,  in  spite  of  its  laws.  Bat,  however  this  might 
we  all  a^ree  that  Mismari  has  a  right  to  exclude 
aome  deacripUon  of -pefsons,  even  though  citizens 
(tf^aaotber  State;  and,  a^^TMing  in  this,  we  cannot 
inp(»e  any  precedent  condition  to  her  admission 
requiring  her  to  abandon  this  right.  It  was  useless 
to  say  that  the  sol^n  public  act  by  which  the 
resolution  requires  her  to  relinquish  this  right,  is 
nail.  If  it  was  so,  it  would  .not  justify  our  sup- 
porting it.  If  you  analyze  the  doctrine  in  its  ex- 
tremeit  possible  result,  the.least  that  we  concede 
by  the  resolution  is,  that  Congress  can  imposecon- 
dttions  on  a  State  which  are  null,  but  cannot  im- 
pose any  which  are  extent  and  operative.  Bat, 
if  we  admit  this  doctrine,  it  will  not  be  easy  alwaya 
to  discriminate  between  conditions  that  arajudl 
and  those  that  are  operative;  and  if  we  concede 
the  right  of  Congress  to  impose  conditions- at  all, 
pneedent  to  the  admission  of  a  State,  whether 
▼wd  or  otherwise,  we  deprive  ourselves  of  the 
a^ment  against  their  constitutionality,  in  any 
Aiture  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  impose  such' 
conditions  on  Missouri  or  any  other  State.  If, 
hereafter,  restriction  itself  should  be  attempted  on 
Missouri  or  Arkansas,  or  any  other  State,  we 
should  be  bound,  if  the  opposite  party  could  fairly 
nuke  out  their  case,  on  the  ground  of  expediency, 
to  vote  for  it ;  for  we  wotdd  voluntarialy  have 
relinquished  the  argument  founded  on  its  uncon- 
stitutionality. Mr.  G.  said  he  could  see  no  differ- 
ence between  requiring  a  convention  of  Missouri 
to  expunge  from  her  constitution  a  certain  provi- 
sion, and  requiring  her  Legislature  to  pass  a  law 
nullifying,  as  far  as  it  could'do,  that  very  provision. 
That  provision  renders  it  obligatory  on  the  L^is- 
latnre  to  pass  a  taw  preventing  a  certain  description 
of  persons  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  the 
State,  and  the  resolution  of  Congress  requires  her 
Legiuature  to  pass  a  law  in  direct  violation  of 
thU  positive  injunction,  declaring  that  any  deorip- 
tion  of  persons,  who  may  be  citizens  of  another 
State,  may  come  in ;  or,  id  other  words,  shall  not 
be  prevented  from  coming  in  and  settling.  At  anv 
rate,  this  requisition  on  the  part  of  Congress,  whicn 
demands  that  the  L^islature  of  Missouri  should 
pass  a  law  directly  in  the  teeth  of  their  own  con- 
atitotion,  before  she  should  be  admitted,  could  not 
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beeonaideredotherwiBethand^radingtoMiasoari. 
These  ideas  had  been  thrown  out,  Mr.  G.  ob-' 
served,  as  exhibiting  his  own  views  of  tbesutigeeL 
In  consequence  of  nis  indisposition  yesterday,  be 
had  been  frequently  obliged  to  leave  the  Hooae,  to 
escape  its  oppressive  atmosphere,  and  had  there- 
fore not  been  able  to  give  that  attention  to  the 
arguments  of  gentlemen  who  supported  the  reso- 
lution which  be  desired.  His  mind  was,  however, 
open  to  conviction  ;  and,  if  the  difficulties  he  had 
stated  could  be  overcome,  so  as  to  permit  him, 
withouta  violation,  of  the  Constitution,  to  vote  for 
the  resolution,  he  should  r^oice  at  it ;  for^  if  there 
ever  was  an  occasion  when  it  was  desirable  to 
make  all  conceasions,  compatible  with  principle 
it  was  the  peeamt 

Mr.  RAHDOLra  made  a  few  remaiia^  1^  way  of 
wotestation  against  the  necrosed  reconsijeiatiOD. 
The  batUe,  he  said,  had  been  fairly  longht,  and 
fairlf  won — or  lo»t,  as  gentlemen  ahould  puua  to 
ctmstdecit.  He  considered  the  {voposed  recomifr 
eration.to  be,  under  the  circumstances,  contrary  to 
parliamentary  usage,  and  as  tendtng  to  prastiate 
the  great  Constitutional  barriers  which  surnNud 
the  powers  of  this  House.  Mr.  R.  concluded  1^ 
vouching  his  life  for  it  that  this  question  might  be 
settled  without  recourse  to  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Clay  replied,  r^^retting  the  unfiartunate 
situation  in  which  he  was  placed,  having  to  meat 
objections  of  an  opposite  nature,  andfrom  quarters 
of  the  House.wheace  he  had  no  right  to  expect 
them.  Though  gentlemen  might  not  be  in  iavor 
of  the  resolution  as  amended,  th^  ought  yet  to 
vote  for  reconsidrntion,  that  tiie  door  mmt  be 
kept  open  for  a,difoent  amendment  if  a  diffivent 
one  should  be  thought  necessary.  He  threw  hii»- 
self  on  theflrankBassand  courtesy  <rf  the  Bboaa,  to 
allow  the  men^ws  who  were  a  went  on  ycalerdny 
an  opportunfety.of  recording  their  votes. 

Mr.  Floto  intimated  his  intention  to  vote  for 
the  reconsidmtion,  but  stated  that  more  importaax 
questioa.s  than  this  had  been  lost  during  bis  obwr- 
vation,  by  the  absence  of  members  from  tb^r 
seats.  Conceiving  that  a  remedy  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided for  this  evil,  he  stated  his  mtention  of  mov- 
ing, at  some  time  during  the  session,  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  of  the  House  so  as  to  require, 
that,  on  each  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  the  name* 
of  absentees  should  be  entered  on  the  Jounuds, 
designating  the  States  which  they  Te^Mcdrely 
represent- 
After  some  further  eonTenatioii,  of  an  iocidcni^ 
nature — 

The  question  of  reconsideration  was  taken,  and 
decided  by  yeas  and  mys :  For  the  reconsideratii» 
101,  and  Eigainst  it  66,  as  foUowa: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexkoder,  Allen  of  Maas- 
chasatts,  Allen  of  Tennessee  Andenon,  Archer  et 
Httryland,  Ardier  of  Virgmia,  BaMwhi,  Bdi*  Bat^ 
msii,  Bsylj,  Beeeher, BUckledge,  BloorafieMt  Brevar4 
Brown,  Brush,  Btjsn,  Barton,  Bntlsr  of  LouiaiaBa, 
Campbell,  Uanaon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocfc«.  Conk, 
Crawford,  Crowoll,  Calbreth,  Culpeper,  Cnahnaii, 
Cathbert,  Davidson,  Dcwitt,  Dkkinaon,  Eaik,  Bd^, 
Edwards  ofNorth  Caxolina,  Eaatia,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fard, 
FoUar,  Gray,  Qroas  of  New  Yo^  Gojwb,  Uaata?, 
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H»U  of  M«w  York,  Hall  of  North  Cuvlina.  Hardin. 
HUtf  HotAs,  Jaduon,  Johtuoo,  Jones  of  VirgiBii) 
Jooaa  of  Twoenee,  Kent.  Kinatj,  Little,  Limmore, 
McCoy,  McCreary.McCullougb,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
MeigB,  Mercer,  Metca]f.i^lontgoine^,  8.  Moore,  T.L. 
Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ringgold, 
Robertaon,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Simkjna,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jeraey,  Smith  of  >laryland,  Smith  of  North  Car- 
olina. StBTena,  Storre,  Sweariogen,  Tompkina,  Trim- 
Ue,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tacker  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker,  WarAetd,  Wiltiam*  ofTirgioia,  Wil- 
Uama  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood— 101. 

NATfl—Meam.  Adima,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Bodeo,  Baflbm,  Batler  of  New  Hampshire.  Caee, 
Clagelt,  Crafts,  Dane,  Darlington,  Denoison,  Edwards 
of  Conneetieat,  Edwards  of  Pennaylvania,  Fay, 
Folger,  Forrert,  Oorham,  Grose  of  Pennaylrania, 
Hamphill,  Hendrlche,  Herrick,  Hibehman,  Hobart, 
Hostatter,  Kendall, Kiaaky,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maclay, 
Maliary,  Marcfaaod,  Ueecta,  Moodl,  K.  Moore,  Morton, 
Mflaalej,  Untrwj,  Neboa  of  Maasat^Melta,  Parker  of 
MaaMuhaaetl^  PatteiwHi,  Phelpa,  Pbilaon,  Piteber, 
namer,  BandolfA,  RichiRieharda,Rieh[aond,  Rogera, 
Boa%  Raa%  Sergeant,  Silabee,  Street,  Strong  of  Ver- 
mont, Strong  of  New  York,  'J'arr,  TtHnlioaon,  Tracy, 
Udree,  Upham,  Van  Bonseelaer,  Wallaeei  Wendover, 
and  Whitman— 66. 

So  the  Hotue  determined  to  reconsider  the  rote 
of  yesterday  rejecting  the  refK^ution  from  the  Sen- 
ate  in  its  amended  shape. 

The  qaestion  then  again  presented  itself  in  this 
form:  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and, 
with  the  resolution,  read  a  third  time? 

Mr.  Hacklgt,  of  New  York,  assigned,  at  con- 
siderable length,  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
him,  as  a-member  of  the  nelect  committee,  and  on 
the  safaMnne&t  role  in  the  House,  to  give  hia  saf- 
irage  in  nvor  of  the  anMdmeat  repivted  by  the 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Fuller  delivered  to  the  House  the  grounds 
on  which  he  was  oppoeed  to  this  resolution,  not 
believing  that  the  condition  annexed  to  the  admia- 
sion  of  Hiasouri  obriates  the  Direction  to  that 
clause  of  her  constitution  which  is  supposed  to 
conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bdwardb,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  feeling 
it  bis  painful  duty,  upon  the  jiresent  oceasioa,  to 
dif^  from  those  with  whom  it  had  been  his  plea- 
sure to  act  upon  almost  every  [Mvposition  concern- 
ing Missouri,  he  trusted  be  need  offer  no  aptdogy 
for  the  part  he  should  take  in  consuming  the  valu- 
able time  of  the  House;   He  would  not^  he  said, 
detain  the  House  long;  he  knew  it  was  impatient 
for  the  qoestitHi,  and  would  endeavor  to  state,  as 
suocineUy  as  posnble,  the  reasons  which  deler- 
inincd  the  eoune  he  was  about  to  take.  What- 
ever,  Mr.  B.  said,  might  be  bis  views  upon  this 
rescHUtioD,  to  whatever  conclusion  be  may  have 
come,  he  could  but  distrust  his  own  judgment 
wbeo  opposed  by  the  opinion  of  the  select  com- 
mittee who  reported  it  to  the  Hoose.   With  some 
of  the  membera  of  that  committee,  he  said,  he  was 
well  acqoaiated ;  he  had  the  fullest  confidence  in 
dieir  abilities,  and  regretted  he  could  not  go  akng 
with  them.   His  great  aiaiety  to  pot  to  real  this 
dkcractiag  subject  was  manifeat  mtt'  hia  coane 
16th  Com.  2d  Saaa— 36 
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hitherto ;  and  no  gentleman  could,  for  a  moment, 
believe  be  would  hesitate  to  rote  for  any  proposi- 
titm  to  admit  Missouri  which  his  judgment  a|H 
proved. 

He  had  bestowed  the  fullest  consideration  upon 
this  resolution,  and  could  not  bring  himself  to  si^ 
port  it.  What,  sir,  is  the  first  member  of  it?  It 
is  declared  to  be  a  fundamental  condition  upon 
which  Missouri  is  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
that  she  "  shall  never  pass  any  law  preventing  any 
'  description  of  persons  from  coming  to,  and  set- 
'  tling  in,  the  said  State,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter*' 
'  may  become,  citizens  of  any  of  the  States  of  this 
'  Union."  Did  it,  he  asked,  recite  in  so  many 
words  the  clause  in  the  Constitation  of  the  United 
States,  which  declares  "  the  citizens  of  each  State 
'  shall  be  entided  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu* 
'  nities  of  citizens  in  the  sev«al  States?"  No, 
sir.  It  in  truth  contained  our  own  constmetion  of 
th^  clause;  it  set  forth  our  own  opinion,  to  a  cer- 
tain extenL  of  the  oUigation  it  imposed,  and  ws 
d«nand  of  Missouri  sobmiasion  to  that  opinion  as 
a  Bine  qaa  non  of  her  admission.  And  are  aaotle* 
men  prepared  to  maintain  this  doeto-ine?  Would 
they  tell  him  that  Congress  possess  the  power  to 
cut  down  and  restrict  Uie  State  sovereignties  by 
legislative  construction  of  the  Federal  Constiti^ 
tion  i  and  that,  too,  of  a  clause  intended  merely  to 
restrain  the  lu^islative  dittcretion  of  die  States 
themselves  ?  Bstablish  this  doctrine,  and  to  what 
will  it  lead  ?  What  will  be  the  powers  of  this 
Qovernmeot,  and  where  the  limit  to  them?  I  ask, 
said  Mr.  do  gentlemen  mean  to  say,  that  what- 
ever may  be  our  construction  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution ;  whatever  riAts  we  may  think  we  our- 
selves ^lOBsess,  we  can  demand  of  a  State  who  aska 
admissum  into  the  Unioa  to  stipulate,  she  mil 
adopt  the  one  and  not  Tiolate  the  other  1  If  so, 
what  is  to  prevent  ns  from  saying  to  Missouri,  to 
Michigan,  to  Arkansas,  m  any  other  Territory 
who  may  hereafter  apply  to  become  a  member  (n 
the  Union,  "  we  have  a  rig^t  to  promote  the  inter- 
'  aal  improvement  of  the  country  by  a  system  of 
'  roads  and  canals,  when,  how,  and  where  we 
*  please,  and  we  demand  of  you,  ax  a  condition  of 
'  admission,  a  stipulation  that  you  will  pass  no  law 
'  interfering  with  the  exercise  of  this  right,  or,  in< 
'  deed,  of  any  other  right  which  we  may  imanne 
'  we  possess  ?"  And  why  not  ?  We  may  sar  tDeU] 
as  now,  it  is  consistent  with  our  mterpretauoa  of 
the  Constitution,  and  we  impose  no  new  obliga* 
tion.  Sir,  I  will  never  consent  to  establish  such  a 
principle  by  mj  vote.  The  powers  of  this  Qor- 
ernment  are  mighty  enough ;  their  march  is  on* 
wards ;  and  I  wuh  tliey  maj  not  sooner  or  later 
entirely  absorb  the  nowersoi  the  Slates.  He  knew 
he  should  be  uM  toat  his  otgeetions  to  the  first 
proviso  were  obviated  hj  the  last,  which  asserts 
that  Missouri,  when  adnutted,  shall  have  all  the 
powers  of  the  original  States.  But  he  could  not 
so  view  it ;  whether  our  construction  of  the  Fed- 
:  eral  Constitution,  in  this  particular,  be  ri^t  or 
wrong,  the  principle  still  remained.  He  ob|ected 
to  the  exercise  of  a  right  by  Congress  to  decidefor 
the  States  the  extent  of  their  political  powers. 

This  rcaolDtion  nmst  receiTesneh  ac(»atniMii» 
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as  will  rive  effect  to  every  member  of  it,  as  will 
reconcile  all  its  parts.  And  was  he  to  understand 
genilemea  to  say  that  Missouri,  thus  restricted, 
will  have  all  the  powers  of  the  original  Stateii ; 
or  that  the  orisinu  States  had  the  same  powers, 
and  no  mwe  than  she  had?  Qentlemen  are  mi»- 
taten  when  they  say  the  impcvt  of  the  terms 
"urivUiegeB  and  immaaities"  is  remitted  to  judi- 
cial cognizance ;  we  hare  oorselres,  in  some  de- 
gree, girea  their  meaning.  The  resolation  mes 
the  words  "  any  description  of  persons,"  and  de- 
clares them  entitled  to  go  to,  and  settle  in,  Mis- 
souri, if  they  be  citizens  of  any  of  the  States.  It 
does  not  say  of  the  United  States.  What  priri- 
leges  and  immnuities  are  secured  to  thecitizeusof 
the  United  States  by  the  clause  in  question,  the 
L^islatures  of  the  States  must  decide,  subkct  to 
rerisioQ  hy  the  judiciary ;  and  how  far  the  Stales 
are  restramed,  in  this  respect,  there  is  much  difier- 
ence  of  opinion  eren  in  this  House.  Let  Missouri, 
then,  enjof  the  rights  her  sister  States  possess ;  let 
her  be  at  liberty,  as  ther  are,  to  expound  the  Con- 
■tittttion  of  the  United  States  according  to  her 
inue  of  her  own  obligations  of  duty  and  of  con- 
science. 

Bat,  Mr.  B.  said,  if  the  objections  which  he  bad 
already  examined  did  not  exist,  he  could  not  ac- 
cept the  rcsdution  with  the  second  proviso ;  which 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
1^  a  solemn  public  act  to  give  its  assent  to  the 
condition  contained  in  tne  first,  and  make  it  a  fun- 
damental part  of  her  political  system.  He  asked 
gentlemen  who  had  examined  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  if  they  were  serious  in  imposing  this 
task  upon  the  Legislature?  Would  they  demand 
of  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  which  they  shall 
declare  upon  its  face  to  be  fundamental  and  irre- 
Tocable  ?  Sir,  they  will  understand  too  well  their 
powers ;  they  will  be  able  to  find  in  the  Constitu- 
tion which  piTK  them  l»rtb,  and  under  which  they 
will  convene  to  deliberate  for  the  public  weal,  no 
authority  to  bind  subaeqaent  Lmislaturea^  and  to 
ffive  to  tndr  enactments  any  higher  dignity  than 
tnat  of  mere  laws ;  they  will  not  be  so  ignorant  as 
Co  think  they  possess  the  plenary  powers  of  a  con- 
rention.  ana  will  not  presume,  in  their  character 
of  legislators,  in  open  violation  of  their  duties  as 
such,  and  of  their  constitution,  to  which  all  their 
measures  must  coaform,  to  pass  a  law  which  they 
shall  declare  to  be  more  permanent  and  unalterable 
tlun  even  the  constitution  itself.  High-minded 
and  honorable  mm  will  not  sport  thus  with  their 
reputation  and  their  oaths.  Let  us  forbear  then 
to  make  this  demand.  If  we  mean  not  to  admit 
her  at  this  session,  let  us  not  throw  at  her  new 
taunts,  but  leave  her  to  herself  for  the  present. 
Have  the  friends  of  Missouri  considered  the  situa- 
tion in  which  they  will  be  ;daced,  if  she  refuse  to 
ctMnply  with  the  terms  now  offered  ?  And  he  had 
oo  expectation  she  would  comidy^beeause  die 
could  not.  She  comes  here  next  Winter — asks 
you  to  receive  her  into  the  family  of  8tates--4o 
permit  her  to  submit  to  your  authority,  and  to  par- 
ticipate in  your  councils.  Will  her  friends  tnen 
any,  she  has  treated  them  with  eontumacr  ?  Will 
gentlemen,  on  all  sideS|  aafi  we  hare  oflered  yon 
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terms,  and  you  would  not  accede  to  them — you 
have  spumed  them — and  thus  drive  bet  anin 
from  our  doors  ?  Deny  to  her  again  that  which 
by  the  law  of  the  last  session  she  is  entitled  to, 
and  which  we  are  pledged  to  grant  her?  We 
should  at  least  be  cautious  in  interposing  new  ob- 
stacles. But  he  much  feared  we  should,  by  oar 
own  proceedings,  heap  objection  u|>on  objection, 
until  we  bring  Missouri  to  our  feet;  if,  indeed,  she 
can  be  brought  there.  I  do  hope,  said  Mr.  we 
shall  leave  ner  to  pursue  that  course  which  may 
seem  to  herself  best  j  that  her  friends,  at  least,  wiU 
not  be  the  means  oi  throwing  new  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  her  admission  into  the  Union. 

He  rnp^tted  much  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Senate  had  been  rejected  by  the  House;  he  had 
prevailed  upon  hinuelf,  with  great  difficulty,  to 
vote  for  it;  it  was  his  ultimatum;  nothing  but  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  could  have  carried  him  so 
far ;  but  conciliation  itself  appeared  now  to  be  ex- 
hausted ;  he  could  not  tell  what  more  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  could  hare  reasonably  required. 
It  ex[vesMd,  by  the  strongest  Implication,  that 
doubts  existed  as  to  the  compatibmty  of  the  much 
disputed  clause  in  the  Mittsouri  coostitntitHi  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  de- 
clared, if  it  were  incompatible,  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress was  not  given  to  it.  He  had  hoped  this  was 
enough  to  satisfy  gentlemen. 

He  was  fully  sensible  of  the  high  responsibility 
of  his  duty  upon  the  present  occasion,  but,  as  great 
as  it  was,  he  should  consider  himself  an  unworthy 
member  of  this  body  if  be  were  to  shrink  from  it. 
However  much  he  respected  the  opinions  of  others, 
he  should  fearlessly  obey  the  dictates  of  his  own 
judgmeot:  he  conld  not  be  alarmed  by  conse- 
quences; be  could  say,  let  them  come.  If  it  should 
be  his  misfortune  to  incur  the  frowns  of  others,  he 
should  have  the  consolation  to  know  he  had  the 
approbation  of  his  own  conscience.  It  b  often 
our  lot,  both  in  private  and  public  life,  to  be  called 
upon  to  discbarge  duties  paioful  to  our  feeUngs ; 
but,  he  hoped,  he  should  never  want  resdution  to 
sustain  him  in  such  a  trial. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  will  not  detain  you  longer. 
I  am  sorry  I  was  oUiged  to  have  adaressed  you 
at  all.  I  have  hastily  presented  you  my  riews, 
and  trust  they  will  sumciently  account  for,  and 
vindicate,  my  course  in  separating  frcnn  my  friends 
upon  this  trying  question. 

Mr.  Randolph  stated  some  of  the  grounds  on 
which  he  was  opposed  to  this  resolution.  He  con- 
sidered it  as  proposing  a  sacrifice  of  the  rights  not 
only  of  Missouri,  but  collaterally  of  all  the  State) 
of  the  Union,  to  mistaken  notions  of  expediraey; 
and  entered  into  an  argument  to  support  that  po- 
sitioiL  He  declared  himself  to  be  opposed  to  the 
annexatitm  of  any  condition  to  the  aet  of  admissioa 
of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Stoabs  followed,  in  an  argument  in  sin- 
port  of  the  resolution,  and  the  sufficiency  of  m 
provisions  to  obviate  toe  objection  which  ne  had 
entertained  to  the  naked  resolution  for  admissim, 
when  that  question  was  presented  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  session.  He  enraestly  deprecated  the 
disposition  which  appeared  to  preVail  w^  some 
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gentlemen,  to  leave  Missouri  in  a  state  of  discon- 
nection firom,  and  independence  on,  the  Govern- 
ment, ^posing  to  do  nothing  with  her  now,  and 
promismg  to  do  outhiog  more  hereafter,  dec. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  fellows ; 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  rise  with  the  hope  that 
any  thing  that  I  can  say  will  materially  alter  the 
TOte  that  will  finally  be  girea  on  thisqu{;^ion; 
and  I  would  have  contented  myself  with  giving  a 
silent  vote  on  it,  were  it  not  that  my  motives  may 
be  possibly  called  into  question  by  desiffaing  per- 
sons. I  rise,  therefore,  in  vindication  ofthe  course 
which  i  have  marked  out  for  myself,  and  which  I 
shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  pursue. 

Daring  the  last  session  or  Congress,  when  Uie 
question  of  restricting  slavery  in  that  State  was 
discussed,  I  supported  it,  in  every  instance,  by  my 
Tot£.  Congress,  however^  decided  against  those 
who  thought  and  acted  with  me  on  tne  question. 
How  that  decision  obtained  I  will  not  now  inquire. 
It  is  suflficient  for  me  that  the  opponents  of  restric- 
tion were  not  indebted  to  me  for  their  success, 
either  by  my  aljsence  or  by  a  cbaoge  of  my  vote. 
But,  however  that  decision  Was  obtained,  1  con- 
sid^ed  it  binding  on  Congress.  By  it  Congress 
solemnly  pledged  itself  to  Missouri  that,  if  she 
would  present  a  constitntion,  in  other  respects  re- 
publican, and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  she  should  be  admitted  into  this 
Union.  I  considered  myself  bound  by  this  pledge. 
I  have  uo  alternative  left.  I  cannot  for  a  moment 
consent,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  to  observe  a 
Panic  faith  eren  to  Missouri.  I  know  it  is  ob- 
jected that  Missouri  has  not  fulfilled  her  part  of 
the  comiaet ;  that  her  constitution,  in  one  of  its 

Srovisions,  is  repugnant  to  that  of  the  United 
Itatjs.  I  agree  that  it  is.  But  we  have  no  evi- 
dence that  this  repagnant  clause  was  inserted  with 
intent  to  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution ;  and  we  certainly  are  warranted 
in  judging  charitabW  of  her  intentions,  when  we 
reflect  that  several  ot  the  States  have  enacted  laws 
the  same  tendency,  and  equally  repugnant  to 
the  Coostitulion  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a 
common  judicial  maxim,  equally  applicable  to 
States  and  individuals,  that  every  one  is  presumed 
innocent  until  proven  guilty.  Adopting  this  max- 
im, we  cannot  yet  pronounce  sentence  against 
MissourL  If  gentlemen  will  prove  to  me,  by  rea- 
sonable argnment,  that  we  ate  not  bound  by  the 
l«w  of  last  session,  and  that  we  still  have  the  right, 
consistent  with  good  &ith,  to  revive  the  question 
of  the  restriction  of  slavery  in  Missouri,  and  that 
there  is  any,  even  the  most  distant  hope  of  bring- 
ing it  to  a  successful  termioatioo,  I  will  go  with 
them ;  for  I  wish  it  distinctly  understood,  that  I 
am  not  excited  to  my  present  course  by  any  sym- 

Eathy  for  Missouri ;  I  feel  none:  nor  am  I  prompted 
y  fear.   The  menaces  of  gentlemen  have  DO  in- 
fluence on  my  mind. 

But,  sir,  while  I  disclaim  any  sympathy  for  Mis- 
souri, I  confess  to  you  I  feet  a  strong  sympathy  for 
my  country;  for  the  people  whose  mterests  are 
suffering,  and  some  of  them  sacrificed  by  the  con- 
tinued agitation  of  this  unhappy  quesUon.  Yes, 
sir,  your  agricultural,  your  manufacturing,  and 
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your  commercial  interests,  are  all  in  a  su^ring 
state,  and  all  anxiously  looking  to  you  for  protec- 
tion and  support.  I  ask  every  member  of  this 
House  whether,  in  each  of  their  districts,  they  have 
not  observed  a  general  prevalence  of  unparallded 
sufieriog  and  distress?  And  yet  those  great,  those 
vitally  important  interests,  confided  to  your  care 
by  your  Constitution,  you  have  abandoned  and 
neglected.  Your  agriculturists  no  longer  find  a 
market  for  their  surplus  produce,  bat  trusted  that 
Congress  would  at  least  attempt  to  create  one. 
Your  manuiacturers,  who  were  induced  by  you  to 
vest  their  capitals  in  manufacturing  establishmen^ 
are  overwhelmed  by  forei^gn  competition,  and  many 
of  them  rained  by  confiding  in  you,  and  very  many 
more  veigiog  on  bankruptcy,  xour  commerce 
also  languishing,  and  many  who  were  engaged  in 
its  pursuits  ruined,  and  many  more  on  ruin's  orink. 
Yet  you  have  not  as  yet  devised,  or  even  attempt 
ed  to  devise,  any  plan  for  their  relief.  Your 
enterprising  citizens  who  have  penetrated  yon 
Western  domain,  and  who  have  given  you  ail  their 
money  in  part  payment  for  a  home,  and,  calculat- 
ing upon  past  events,  thought  they  could  pay  you 
the  balance  which  is  your  due,  by  the  produce  of 
the  lands  which  they  have*  purchased  from  you, 
have  been  disappointed,  and  at  least  partly  through 
your  neglect.  Shortly  af^er  the  close  of  the  late 
war,  you  passed  an  act  promising  compensation 
to  those  wnose  property  was  lost  or  destroyed  in 
your  service  or  by  yoar  means.  It  is  a  well  known 
fact,  that  many  of  this  class  have  spent  the  wreck 
of  tneir  fortunes  in  dancing  attendance  npcm  yon, 
without  being  able  to  obtain  a  decision  npra  thdi 
applications.  To  these  people  a  delay  of  justice 
is  injustice. 

Sir,  your  table  is,  at  this  time,  groanii^  under  a 
load  of  petitions  from  a  distressed  commuoily,  who 
hav&  with  unparalleled  patience  and  perseverance, 
sapplicated  from  vou  that  justice  which,  in  many 
instances,  you  had  no  right  (although  you  had  die 
power)  to  delny  or  withhold. 

And  why  is  it  thus?  Why  is  it,  I  ask  you,  that 
this  Congress  have  now  been  in  session  nearly 
nine  months,  and  the  universal  distress  of  the  conn- 
try  staring  tbem  in  the  face,  and  not  one  decisive 
act  passed  for  their  relief  7  Why  is  it  that,  al- 
diough  you  have  had  abundant  evidrace,  boui  at 
the  ust  session  and  this,  that  yoar  revenue  was 
materially  diminished,  and  your  Treasury  empty, 
that  ycHi  nave  not  taken  one  st^  toward  augmenf- 
ing  your  revenue  or  replenishing  your  Treasury, 
but  by  loans?  Sir,  we  can  make  Init  one  answer: 
we  had  to  spend  the  best  half  of  last  session  dis- 
cussing the  propriety' and  impropriety  of  imposing 
a  restriction  of  slavery  on  Missouri,  and  we  have 
spent  the  best  half  of  this  session  discussing  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  her  constitution.  Both  dis- 
cussions have  been  alike  pleasant  and  profitable; 
but  there  appears  to  be  this  difierence:  Congress 
brought  the  question  of  restriction  to  a  termination, 
such  as  it  was ;  but  this  qnestion  they  seem  deter- 
mined shall  live  and  die  with  them.  Die  with 
them  did  I  say?  No;  it  is  so  pleasant  and  so  pro- 
fitable a  subject,  we  are  determmed  it  shall  snivive 
us;  we  aeem  inclined  to  bequeath  it  as  a  valntUc 
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Uffmy.  to  the  next  Congress ;  and  if  they  faasbaad 
it  at  well  as  we  have  done,  it  may,  for  ooght  we 
"know,  last  for  many  years;  and  I  think  we  have 
oonviBcing  proof  that,  while  it  does  lire,  it  will 
live  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  important  busi- 
ness ;  for,  besides  the  time  it  engrosses,  it  excites 
tbe  passions  and  prejudices,  and  sours  the  minds 
of  gentleDMU  so,  that  they  are  totally  disqualified 
for  ajDticg  in  concert  for  the  public  good. 

Sir,  these  are  the  reasons  which  have  induced 
Bke  to  support,  with  my  vote,  the  resolution  from 
the  Stute,  as  amended  by  the  Ctmimittee.  I  wish 
^lis  controreny  ended ;  it  is  incumhent  oa  this 
Ctngicas  to  tarminate  it.  The  peofie  of  the  Uni- 
ted StatflB,  as  well  as  of  Missouri,  expect  it,  and  I 
diink  we  are  bound  in  duty  not  to  disappoint  their 
jnat  expectations. 

Sii^  upon  the  supposition  that  this  proposition  is 
Ajeeted,  I  would  solemnly  ask  gentlemen  what 
will  suit  them  ?  Will  you  admit  Missouri  uncon- 
ditionally? No.  Will  Tou  admit  her  with  the 
oondiiion  annexed  by  toe  Senate?  No.  Will 
foa  admit  her  by  that  resolution,  as  amended  by 
your  Committee?  No.  Sir,  I  will  not  detain 
this  House  by  enumerating  all  the  various  propo- 
sitions which  have  be^n  made  for  her  admisssion, 
asd  all  of  which  have  shued  the  same  fate.  Well, 
will  you  revive  the  rabgcct  of  the  restriction  of 
limretff  and  make  that  a  aim  quanono!  her  admii- 
■ott?  No.  You  have  declared,  by  a  large  ma- 
joiity,  that  you  will  not.  Then,  soring  you  canr 
not  agree  to  admit  her  upon  any  terms  which 
have  ben  prop<Mied,  will  you  postpone  the  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  indefinitely,  and  let  ua  at- 
tend to  some  other  of  our  duties  ?  No. 

Sir,  the  course  pursued  by  this  House,  on  this 
subject,  is  (to  say  the  least  of  it)  most  extraordi- 
nary. Yon  wUl  neither  dismiss  it  nor  decide  on 
itj  but  you  cling  to  this  firebrand  of  discord  with 
thfi.  utmost  perunacity,  without  intimating  what 
your  ultimate  object  is.  Is  it  with  a  hope  that 
others  will  do  for  you  what  you  wish  done,  but 
dure  not  do?  Is  it  with  a  hope  that  yon  will  tire 
out  some  of  the  Northern  members,  so  that  they 
will  unite  with  the  South,  upon  some  plan  of  ad- 
nisBiott  whieh  will  pai^  and  to  which,  at  the 
aame  time,  yon  w^l  har«  the  pleasure  to  give  your 
negative;  and,  by  this  mean^  evade  the  odium 
wshich  you  think  will  allach  to  an  act  which  yon 
wish  aecoai4)Ushed  ?  Sir^  thit  course  of  policy 
um.f.  servo  for  a  time,  but  it  wilt  not  always  last. 
Itvral  nev«  advise  a  man  to  be  engased  in  an  act 
in  iriiieh  I  could  not  consider  myself  justified  in 
cooperating.  I  cannot  ooosoit,  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  to  act  the  part  of  a  waterman,  looking 
one  way  and  rowing  another. 

Mt.  Speaker,  I  am  well  aware  of  the  sentiments 
of  my  constituents,  and  how  feelingly  alive  they 
ate  to  aav  act  that  would  either  practically  or 
theoretically  compromit  any  of  the  rights  even  of 
the  meanest  of  their  citizens.  There  is  no  roan 
in  this  House  who  entertains  a  higher  veneration 
aad.reqieot  for  theopioions  and  wishes  of  his  eon- 
sAttnenls  than  I  do.  But,  in  acting  on  this  ques- 
tion, Iitiara  a  high  and  importantdaty  to  perform 
tb  ay.QDniitryaad  to  my^nm  eottseianca;  and  if 
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I  should  be  so  unhappy  as  to  incur  their  disappro- 
bation by  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give,  I  sliaU  at 
least  enjoy  the  consolation  of  carrying  with  me 
into  that  redtement  to  which  their  displeasure 
would  consign  me,  a  full  and  perfect  conviction 
of  having  acted  according  to  the  dictates  of  my 
own  conscience,  with  the  sole  intentiott  of  pro- 
motii^  the  peace,  prosperity,  and  haf^unoa  of 
our  common  country. 

Mr.  SiMXiivs  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  rising,  principally  tu  ask  foe 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  this  now  apparently  deiper- 
ate  reKdulion,  my  bosom  swells  with  emotiom  to 
which  my  toogne  can  give  no  utterance.  I  fed 
mveelf  autluuized  to  warn  gentlemen,  in  the  most 
solemn  manna,  that  the  nation  is  neart-ack  of 
this  question ;  and  I  do  believe,  if  it  were  ieft  to 
the  people,  Missouri  would  be  declared  to  be  ad- 
mitted almost  by  acclamation.  The  inhalntanta 
even  of  the  North  and  Bast  abhor  the  exittenee 
of  a  subject  which  has  been  so  pressed  upon  Con- 
gress as  not  only  to  occasion  great  expense  and 
loss  of  time,  but  to  agitate  the  nation  fivm  Maine 
to  Georgia ;  and  although  it  may  not  be  strictly 
parliamentary  to  speak  of  information  coming  in 
any  other  than  an  official  shape,  yet  1  venture  to 
assert,  upon  that  on  which  I  place  the  most  im* 
plicit  reliance,  thai,  in  many  seetions  of  the  Nerw 
England  States,  there  is  a  Tastjnaiority  in  favor 
of  unconditional  admission !  Aali  I,  tfaeu,  ott  a 
matter  of  such  moment,  of  such  natimial  impiv* 
taoee,  that  almost  every  day  it  ezbts  adds  to  Ae 
bad  feelings,  jealousies,  aad  ^nrit  of  disanion,  so 
destructive  to  out  peace,  stop  to  a»ne  the  lawyer- 
like  and  attenuated  argument  oitiie  gentleman 
from  Connecticut^  (Mr.  ToMUMaoa,)  as  to  the 
power  of  the  L^islature  of  Missooh  to  give  its 
assent  to  the  proposition  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee ;  a  proposition  most  ably  and  zealoudy  vin- 
dicated by  the  genllemra  from  Kentocky  and  from 
New  York,  (Messrs.  Clay,  Ford,  and  Hacust.) 
Sir,  this  is  no  time  to  consider  technical  argu- 
ments and  sceptical  objections;  it  is  the  time  ts 
insure  the  harmony  of  tne  country  by  a  settlement 
of  this  ominous  and  ill-boding  question. 

Sir,  in  my  oinnion,  Missonn  is  already  a  State 
of  this  Union,  and  was  so  the  moment  she  formed 
a  constitution,  appointrd  her  judges,  and  elected 
her  members  to  ue  Senate  and  to  this  Hoose. 
She  had  then  perfonoied  those  acts  upon  which 
she  was  to  be  prospectivdr  admittea;  and  abt 
then  became  a  State  of  this  Onion ;  and  the  only 
difficulty  is,  that  you  refuse  now  to  declare  her 
admitted.  You  deny  to  her  an  tmquestionaUe, 
and  a  Tested  right.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  attempt  to 
go  over  ground  so  ably  occupied  by  my  friend  and 
colleague,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  I  content  m^rs^  by 
moving  for  the  ayes  and  noes,  that  the  nation  may 
see  who  still  oppose  the  udmission  of  this  State. 
Gentlemen  may  consider  that  they  now  stand  m 
popular  and  strong  grounds.  The  next  election 
will,  I  believe,  show  that  they  are  playing  a  hsz- 
ardous  nime;  that  they  stand  on  "snppery  places." 

Mr.  Roas,  of  Ohio,  spoke  at  some  length,  sad 
with  much  earnestness  of  manner,  in  oppositioa  to 
the  resolution,  on  the  ground  mt  its  provivona 
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wereineflficieDtiathaittdTes;  Wjbeiiiff  otherwise, 
ireie  of  ■.  most  parnicioas  taidencf.  lie  consid- 
ered it  an  expedient  to  avoid  a  responsibility 
which  centlemen  woe  afraid  to  meet.  He  repro- 
bated the  cliange  of  sentiment  which  some  gen- 
tlemoi  l»d  evinced,  and  intimated  that,  if  honest 
in  their  first  opinion,  they  bad  acted  dishonestly^  or 
under  the  inflaence  of  improper  motives  in  voting 
difleiently  now,  dbc. 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland  was  about  to  speak 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ross,  and  in  vindication  of  his 
course  on  this  question — 

When  an  czplanatiou  took  place  betweut  Mr. 
Cut  and  Mr.  Ross,  which  mdoeed  Ur.  L.  to 
waive  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Baldwir,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  apokt  ear- 
nestly in  stipport  of  this  rwotution,ULd  in  reply  to 
thoae  who  niad  spoken  against  it.  He  invoked 
those,  whom  the  resolution,  as  it  now  stood,  did 
not  please,  to  say  explicitly  what  would  please 
them,  it  having  been  decidol  hy  a  large  majority 
dut  the  restriction  of  last  session  was  out  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  spoke  briefly  upon  one 

Eint  of  the  resolution  whdcn  had  been  particu- 
iy  objected  to. 

Mr.  PiKCKHBT,  of  SoDth  Carolina,  spoke  as 

follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  many  reasons  which 
make  it  inoambent  on  me  not  to  suSer  this  qoea- 
tioD,  which  I  consider  the  final  one  on  the  acoept- 
anee  or  rejection  of  the  constitutbn  of  Missouri, 
and  her  admissioa  into  the  Union,  to  pass  without 
meaeoting  my  viem  on  the  salyeBt  to  the  House. 
These  reasons  are,  the  importance  of  the  queation 
itaelf,  the  great  ioteiest  the  State  I  represent,  in 
part,  has  in  it,  and,  not  among  the  least,  the  fre- 
qacnt  calls  made  upon  me  in  uUs  House,  and  ref- 
erences in  the  other,  as  to  the  true  meamng  of  the 
Mcond  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Gonsti- 
tntion  of  the  United  States,  which  itappears,  from 
the  Journal  of  the  General  Convention  that  formed 
the  Constitution,  I  first  proposed  in  that  body. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  me  most  awful  period 
which  has  hitherto  occurred  on  this  delicate  and 
distressing  snlyect.  On  the  decision  of  the  qnes- 
tion  before  you  is  to  depend  whether  we  are  to 
rise  in  harmony  with  each  other,  havmg  made  the 
necessary  jnrovisioQ  for  the  admission  of  Missouri 
on  an  equal  footm^  with  the  other  States,  or  to 
xeject  her  constitation,  and  leave  her,  erected  as 
she  cou^ileteiy  is,  by  our  own  authority,  into  a 
State^  unowned  and  luadmittad  into  our  Union, 
4>f  which,  aadff  (he  fostering  oare  of  Oovemment, 
Mhe  soon  bids  &ir  to  become  a  DMSt  valuable 
m^nber. 

Mr.  Jefferson  says,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  which 
has  been  published,  at  least  this  sentunce  of  it : 
tt  The  Missoori  question  is  the  most  portentous 
'  one  that  ever  threatoied  our  Union.  In  the 
'  gloomiest  moments  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  I 
*  nerer  had  any  apprehension  equal  to  that  I  feel 
'  from  this  source."  I  agree  perfectly  with  him,  and 
Join  those  gentlemen  in  opinion  who  consider  this, 
lie^ond  all  comparison,  the  second  question  in 
youat  of  importance,  which  has  bean  agitated 
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I  among  us  since  our  revolt  from  the  parent  8tat& 
The  nrst  was  the  memoraUe  declaration  which 
confirmed  the  Union,  and  gave  birth  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  our  country.  This  is  the  only  oii% 
which  may,  in  its  consequence^  lead  to  the  disso- 
lution of  that  very  Union,  and  prove  the  deaths 
blow  of  all  the  political  happiness  and  national 
importance  once  so  rationally  to  be  expected  frooi 
it.  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  express  this  fear  by 
the  fact,  that  the  gentlemen  in  opposition  have 
now  thrown  off  the  veil,  and  expressly  declare 
their  intention  is  to  leave,  if  possible,  this  question 
to  the  ncLt  Congress;  to  leave  to  them,  unfettered 
by  any  act  of  ours,  the  power  to  deciae  how  far 
the  true  interest  of  the  Union  may  then  make  it 
necessary  to  produce  uiew,  and  simple  for  the 
impositimi  «  the  restriction  on  slavo-y  in  Mi»- 
sonri,  which  has,  doriog  the  three  last  aessiona, 
shaken  the  Union  to  its  very  foundations.  Thay 
openlv  avow  that  they  do  not  consider  thmselTes 
bound  by  the  compact  of  the  last  year,  ocmfining 
that  restriction  to  the  territory  north  of  36  degreea 
30  minutes,  but  aver,  if  they  nave  strength  cmon^ 
to  do  so,  their  intention  to  leave  the  next  Congresp 
free  to  decide  it  as  they  idease. 

In  considering  the  subject,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
prove  to  you  that  Missouri,  in  complying  with  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session,  has  submitted 
to  you  the  very  best  reputdican  constitution  I  have 
ever  seen ;  one  not  only  superior  to  that  of  the 
other  States,  but  even  to  the  boasted  one  of  the 
United  Slates ;  and  that  if  she  has,  without  the 
least  intention  to  violate  it,  inserted  the  article  re- 
flecting the  {KohilHtion  of  free  negroes  and  raulat- 
toe^  she  may  fairly  be  considered  as  not  only 
having  done  it  under  the  sanction  of  Congress, 
but  I  may  almost  be  justified  in  sayingimder  thdr 
recommendation. 

In  examininff  the  constitutim  of  Missouri  it 
will  be  found,  that  while  it  has  carefully  avoided 
all  those  defects  which  time  and  experience  have 
discovered  in  the  constitution  of  the  other  State^ 
it  has  wisely  ingrafted  all  their  uoellencies,  and 
made  addition  of  others  heretofore  omitted  or  not 
thought  of.  The  first  branch  of  her  L^klature 
is,  contruv  to  all  the  others,  except  Soum  Caro- 
lina and  Tennessee,  elected  for  two  years,  then^ 
avoiding  the  almost  continual  irritation  and  in- 
trigue incident  to  annual  elections,  while  suffi- 
ciently short  to  continue  the  Representative  aa 
connected  with  his  constituents,  as  ne  ou|^t  to  be. 
The  Senate  are  elected  for  a  longer  term,  and 
with  a  proper  rotMion,  so  as  tonnitefinnness,  st«^ 
bility,  and  system,  with  a  due  degree  of  iapue- 
dence  and  reqionsibility.  Their  Executive  ii 
elected  for  four  years,  posaessca  the  aams  leviaioar 
ary  power  as  the  President  of  the  United  Slatoi 
does,  and  has  exactly  that  permanence,  nomina- 
tion to  office,  and  patronage,  which  an  £xectiUTe 
ouffht  to  have,  to  give  weight  and  re^ieotabititf' 
to  nis  office,  and  no  more. 

Her  judiciary  are  wisely  appointed,  and  are 
complet^y  independent  in  the  tenure  of  their  office 
and  salanes,  aU  the  provisions  it  has  made  for  th^ 
government  of  their  militia,  and  the  distribution 
of  knowledge  among  the  rising  generation  of  th«9f 
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eomitry,  do  honor  to  the  talents  that  formed  the 
eonstitation,  while  Uiose  which  proride  for  the 
homaDe  treatment  of  slaves  by  their  masters,  and 
4heir  trial  by  jurr,  and  punishment  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  whites,  and  make  the  murder,  or 
dismemberment  of  a  slare,  punishable  as  if  com- 
mitted on  a  free  white  person,  are  honorable  and 
liberal  improvements  on  the  policy  which  has 
hitherto  gorerned  other  States  in  these  respects ; 
the  declaration  of  rights  anoe-xed  to  their  consti- 
tution recognises  and  establishes  all  the  great  and 
indispensane  principles  of  free  government ;  in 
short,  in  every  thing  except  with  respect  to  those 
provisions  which  are  held  to  interiere  with  its 
claim  to  admission  into  the  Union,  Missouri  most 
appear  to  every  impartial  man  to  nave  done  her- 
self credit  by  her  constitution,  of  which  the  essen- 
tial ingredient  of  general  suffragea  or  in  other 
words,  equal  political  rights  is  the  basis. 

I  have  said  no  other  State  constitution  is  com- 
paraUe  to  it,  and  to  prove  this,  for  brevity  sake, 
let  Qs  shortly  examine  the  constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  and  we  shaU,  as  republican  systems,  find 
them  far  inferior  indeed  to  Missouri ;  and  as  the 
question  is  on  the  acceptance  of  her  cAnstitution, 
and  admission  into  the  Union,  this  examination 
becomes  peculiarly  proper. 

In  Massachusetts  we  have  seen,  for  years,  the 
odious  establishment  of  a  religious  test;  the  anti- 
republican  one  of  a  pecuniary  qualification  for 
Toters ;  the  Hhifting,  vacillating  policy  of  an  annual 
House  of  Representatives,  and  a  feeble  Executive, 
checked  and  bound  down  by  a  council,  without 
whose  assent  he  can  do  nothing. 

In  New  York  the  same  improper  establishment 
of  a  pecuntanr  qoalification  exists,  and  the  many 
evils  arising  from  an  annual  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  this  State,  are  most  amazingly  ana  griev- 
ously increased  by  t&e  election  of  their  Council  of 
Appointments  bemg  annually  made  by  the  Legis- 
lature; and  as  in  this  State  parties  are  nearly 
equally  balanced,  the  inconvenience,  confusion, 
and  injury,  arising  to  the  public  by  this  annual 
struggle,  are  inconceivable.  The  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment to  all  the  oflSces  of  the  State,  consist  of 
lour  members,  chosen  by  the  L^islature  from  each 
great  division  of  the  State,  who,  with  the  Govern- 
or, who  has  no  right  to  nominate,  and  is  only  there 
as  a  member  of  the  council,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  rest,  appoint  all  the  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment ;  as  this  power,  therefore,  depends  upon 
who  are  elected  members  of  the  L^slature,  there 
arises  an  almost  never-ceasing  struggle  for  superi- 
wity ;  for  the  elections  are  for  so  short  a  time,  that 
scarcely  one  is  ended  before  the  plans  to  carry  the 
next,  and  all  the  intrigues  incident  to  them,  begin, 
and  the  moment  the  party  who  were  out  succeed, 
that  moment  they  sweep,  as  with  a  deluge,  every 
office  in  the  State,  excepit  the  judges,  that  has  a 
salary  or  is  worth  holding.  Who  of  us  belonging 
to  otDer  States  can  witness  the  complete  and  gen- 
eral removal  of  every  officer  in  their  government, 
of  honor  and  profit,  that  has  within  these  few  weeks 
taken  place,  without  rejoicing  that  in  our  own 
State  we  are  at  least  exempt  from  the  effect  of  so 


wavering  and  fickle  a  system.  Id  every  view  in 
which  such  a  eotineil  presents  itself  to  our  consid- 
eration, it  is  highly  wrongand  injurious;  for  where 
it  happens,  as  lately,  the  Governor  and  Council 
are  at  variance,  and  all  the  appointments  are  made 
contrary  to  his  wish,  it  not  only  embarrasses  and 
unnerves  bis  administration,  hut  reduces  him  al- 
most to  a  cypher ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  when 
they  are  of  his  party^  or  with  him^  and  appiunt  as 
he  wishes,  in  ease  of  improper  choices  they  (qierate 
as  a  cloak  to  him. 

In  Pennsylvania  we  find  the  same  evils  aris- 
ing from  the  annual  choice  of  their  Houi^e  of  Rep- 
resentatives, which  I  have  depicted  in  the  other 
States,  but  there  is  in  this  so  remarkaUe  a  depar- 
ture from  those  democratic  principles  which  ought 
to  prevail  in  the  constitution  of  every  State  of  the 
Union, that  it  isastonishinghow  their  repabUean^ 
bcttsting  as  they  do  of  their  principles,  love  of  lib- 
erty and  equality,  and  so  feelingly  aiiv&  as  they 
appear  to  be,  to  the  rights  of  their  Uack  brethreD, 
should  have  so  long  remained  quiet  under  or  still 
be  content  with.  It  is  the  enormous  power  granted 
to  their  Executive,  of  appointing  all  the  officers, 
including  judg^  of  the  Commonwealth,  witfaoat 
the  least  restriction,  and  justas  his  own  unchecked 
will,  or  the  influence  of  bis  partisans  may  please; 
a  power  before  unheard  of,  or  unexercised  in  any 
part  of  the  Union,  and  one  so  d^rading  to  persons 
calling  themselves  the  citizens  of  a  free  repuUie, 
that  it  is  astonishing  none  can  be  found  among 
them  sufficiently  alive,  not  only  to  the  true  intei^ 
ests,  but  to  the  honor  of  their  State,  to  wish  in  this 
respect  to  assimilate  their  Executive  to  that  of  the 
others. 

In  Maryland,  a  State,  perhaps,  as  equally  torn 
by  the  near  divisron  of  parties  as  any  outer,  to  the 
error  and  inconvenience  of  an  annual  House  of 
Representativesand  feeble  Executive,  either  check- 
ed or  cloaked  by  a  council,  as  his  opponents  or 
partisans  may  prevail  in  it,  is  superadded  the  sin- 
gular provision  of  an  aristocratic  Senate,  elected 
For  five  years,  by  electors  chosen  by  the  peo]^ 
consequently  all  of  the  party  that  may  hai^pm  ac- 
cidentally to  prevail  among  the  electors. 

In  this  Senate  no  rotation  is  established,  and 
course,  nothing  like  dependence  or  responsibili^; 
and  if,  as  has  frequently  happened,  the  parties 
change  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  their  opfo- 
nents  prevail  there,  a  scene  of  perpetual  hostility 
between  the  two  branches  is  exnibited,  adverse  te 
the  harmony  which  is  always  so  essential  to  good 
government;  besides,  there  is  annexed  so  large  a 
pecuniary  qualification,  as  is  sufficient  to  render  a 
considerable  majority  of  their  citizens  ineligiUets 
it ;  in  this  State  also  are  the  great  evils  of  a  vim 
voce  choice  of  their  Representatives,  and  a  religions 
test ;  which  last,  according  to  the  republican  opia- 
ions  now  generally  prevauing  among  us,  may  be 
considered  as  almost  amounting  to  barbarism. 

In  Virginia  the  same  defect  prevails  of  anonal 
elections  of  her  House  of  Representatives  and  Ex- 
ecutive, whose  Dowers  are  small,  and  are  adraia- 
istered  under  tne  same  check  or  cloak  as  firom 
party  it  may  happen  of  a  council,  as  in  Maryland, 
where,  like  her  too,  all  elections  are  to  be  vim  voei, 
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and  none  are  to  vote  but  freeholders,  thereby  ex- 
cludiDg  a  Tcry  great  proportion  of  her  citizens  who 
have  much  better  pretensions  to  the  ezmise  of 
this  right  than  the  holder  of  a  few  barren  acres  of 
land  can  have.  Surely,  the  man  who  is  oUiged 
to  defend  the  liberties  and  goTernment  of  a  coun- 
try, and  who,  althooj^  without  that  small  landed 
property  which  may  entitle  him  to  vote,  may  still 
be  bound  by  the  ties  of  birth  and  of  a  family  to  bis 
eoantryjOught  not  to  be  deprived  of  tbi^  important 
rifffat.  We  should  remember  that,  as  all  the  rest 
01  the  cirilized  world  are  monarchies,  in  case  of 
necessity  we  must  depend  essentially  on  ourselves; 
that  it  is  our  true  policy,  therefore,  to  unite  every 
citizen  and  inhabitant  to  defend  the  country  of 
their  birth  or  adoption,  by  all  the  proper  encou- 
ragements in  our  power ;  that  none  is  so  powerful 
as  that  of  giving  them  the  right  to  vote  for  the 
persons  who  are  to  make  laws  for  them ;  that  to 
deny  them  this  is  to  establish  invidious  distinctions, 
and  to  make  them  believe  your  Qovernment  pays 
more  respect  to  property  than  to  privileges,  and 
that  you  attach  more  weight  to  the  man  who  has 
a  few  barren  acres  of  Una,  and  is  jwrhaps  nnabte 
to  render  jroa  the  least  personal  service,  than  to  him 
who  has  been,  or  may  ne  obliged  to  rink  his  health 
and  person  for  a  whole  campaign  in  the  field,  and 
who  possibly  may  be  a  native  too. 

To  the  limiting  the  right  to  vote  to  freeholders, 
and  to  the  giving  of  votes  at  elections  viva  voce,  so 
many  solid  objections  instantly  arise,  that  it  is  as- 
toaisning  a  State  like  Virginia,  which,  from  her 
Revolutionary  merits,  certainly  has  a  better  claim 
to  the  title  of  "  cradle  of  the  Revolution,"  than 
any  other,  could  so  long  have  retained  (hem.  If 
a  constitution  intends,  in  conferring  the  right  to 
vote,  to  give  the  elector  the  opportunity  to  vote  for 
those  he  pleases,  surely  no  other  mode  than  that 
of  ballot  can  give  it  tiim.  The  fear  of  giving  of- 
fence to  those  he  does  not  wish  to  displease,  and 

Eularly  relations,  friends,  and  acquaintances, 
!Dtly  induces  the  giving  a  vote  which,  by 
,  would  have  been  given  to  one  more  worthy. 
Voting  by  ballot  is  cntainly  the  only  method  to 
remove  all  restraint,  and  leaves  the  voter  perfectly 
at  liberty  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 
science and  judgment. 

To  avoid  being  prolix  on  this  subject,  I  shall 
not  go  into  an  examination  of  any  other  of  the 
State  constitutions,  most  of  which,  however,  with 
the  exception  of  the  religious  test,  and  viva  voce 
vote,  have  the  same  defects. 

Id  examiuing  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  you 
find  it  free  from  all  these  defects ;  and,  as  the  great 
question  now  before  us  is  the  acceptance  of  her 
constitution  and  admission  into  the  Union,  I  wish, 
as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  show  to  the  people  of  this 
country  its  excellence  and  superiority,  as  a  repub- 
Uean  one,  over  those  of  ibe  important  states  I  hare 
mentioned,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  others,  that  they 
may  be  enabled  to  judge  whether  it  can  be  possi- 
ble so  excellent  a  system  can  be  rejected  for  the 
trifling  reason  that  it  inadvertently  contains  a  pro- 
vision prohibiting  the  settlement  of  free  n^roes 
and  mutattoea  among  them,  or  whether  it  is  not 
infinitely  more  probaUe  that  other  reaaona  of  a 
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much  more  serious  nature,  and  pregnant  with  the 
most  disastrous  events  to  the  future  union  and 
peace  of  these  States,  are  at  the  bottom  of  this  un- 
expected and  inexcusable  opposition.  My  reason 
for  being  of  this  <^nion  is,  tlwt  if  tins  was  not  the 
case  the  course  of  their  proceeding  on  this  subject 
would  have  been  most  probably  as  follows :  Then 
wonld  have  been,  as  there  must  inevitaUy  hare 
been,  a  unanimous  approbation  of  every  part  of 
the  system  except  this  prohibitory  clause,  and  this 
would  have  be«D  considered,  as  it  certainly  is, 
nothing  more  than  a  strong  recommendation  from 
the  convention  that  formed  the  constitution  to 
the  future  Legislature,  which  might  or  might  not 
comply  with  it,  after  giving  it  a  much  more  full 
and  deliberate  examination  than  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  convention  to  do,  as,  in  their  opinion, 
was  most  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  or  the  interest  of  their  own  State. 
If  the  convention  had  not  determined  to  leave  it 
wholly  to  the  discretion  of  the  Legislature,  why 
did  they  not,  in  express  terms,  declare  that  no  free 
mnlattoes  or  negroes  should  ever  be  allowed  to 
enter  into  Missouri,  and  make  it  a  part  of  the  coo- 
stitntion?  It  was  easy  to  have  framed  a  short 
article  on  the  subject,  and  not  to  have  made 
the  intervention  of  the  Legidature  necessary ;  be- 
sides^ what  shows  that  the  Legislature  are  of  this 
opinion  is,  that,  as  far  as  we  know,  they  have 
hitherto  passed  no  such  law,  and,  if  they  should 
not,  where  is  there  a  penalty  annexed  to  their  not 
doing  so,  or  where  is  the  power  to  compel  them  ? 
But  I  now  proceed  to  state,  in  my  opinion,  the 
article  is  not  an  unconstitutional  one ;  and  that, 
even  if  it  was,  it  might  be  considered,  in  some  de- 
gree, as  sanctioned  virtually,  or  tacitly  recom- 
mended by  Congress. 

I  say  it  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  unconstitution- 
al, for  the  following  reasons,  in  which  I  mean 
briefly  to  answer  t&  the  call  that  has  been  made 
Dpon  me:  It  appears  by  the  Jonmal  at  the  Con- 
vention that  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  1  was  the  only  member  of  that 
body  that  ever  submitted  the  plan  of  a  ccmstitti- 
tion  completely  drawn  in  articles  and  sections;  and 
this  having  been  done  at  a  very  early  stage  of  their 
proceedings,  the  article  on  which  now  so  much 
stress  is  laid,  and  on  the  meaning  of  which  the 
whole  of  this  question  is  made  to  turn,  and  which 
is  in  these  words :  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  in 
every  State,"  having  been  made  by  me,  it  is  sup- 
posed I  must  know,  or  perfectly  recollect,  what  I 
meant  by  it.  In  answer,  I  say,  that,  at  the  time 
I  drew  that  constitution,  I  perfectly  knew  that 
there  did  not  then  exist  such  a  thing  m  the  Union 
as  a  black  or  colored  citizen,  nor  could  I  then  have 
conceived  it  possible  such  a  thing  could  ever  have 
existed  in  it ;  nor,  notwithstanding  all  that  is  said 
on  the  subject,  do  I  now  believe  one  does  exist  in 
it ;  and,  in  order  to  prove  this,  the  only  true  qnes- 
tioo  for  consideration  is,  what  is  a  citizen  m  the 
United  States?  And  I  now  aaswra-,  as  we  con- 
sider one  in  the  State  to  which  I  belong. 

In  Sooth  Carolina  we  consider  all  white  per- 
sons bora  in  the  same^  or  adopted  according  to 
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law,  to  be  eitizuu,  and  entitled,  as  such,  to  all  the 
privil^es  of  a  citizen,  where  not  dinaUed  bjr  some- 
tking  personal  to  tlKoaselTes.  Their  priTilfwes 
Tarr  aocordioff  to  their  sex  and  situation.  Fe- 
males are  wbcjly  excluded  from  a  right  to  vote,  or 
to  office,  and  are  confined  to  their  {iroper  sphere  i 
but  all  males  born  in  the  State,  or  in  the  United 
Stales,  after  a  certain  residence  in  that  State,  or 
adopt^  accordu^  to  law,  are  equal,  except  clergy- 
meu,  whoj  on  account  of  their  office,  are  excluded 
irom  the  Legislature.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  they 
an  all  e&ToUed  into  the  militia,  and  serve  as  the 
defenders  of  their  country.  At  twenty-one  they 
aie,  from  our  general  suffrage  law,  qualified  to 
Tote^  to  serve  on  juriesj  and  to  be  eligible  to  the 
L^i^ture,  and  all  offices  except  two,  whith  re- 
qam  greater  age.  They  have  a  right  to  sue,  and 
are  liaue  to  be  sued ;  to  lake  a  frewold,  and  hold 
property.  They  are  all  entitled  to  the  trial  by 
jury,  and  intennatrv  at  any  aze. 

This,  mi  this  alone,  is  culed  a  citizen  there ; 
and  BOthio^  less  than  this  can,  in  my  opinion,  con- 
stitole  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Now  let 
08  compare  this  white  citizen  of  the  South  with 
Hbe  blwx  or  colored  man,  such  as  he  is  in  the  East- 
em  or  Northern  States ;  and  then  let  it  be  seen 
whether,  for  the  protection  of  the  comparatively 
few  rights  of  sudi  a  being  as  he  is — of  a  person  so 
•ituated,  so  unlike  a  citizen,  and  so  almost  wholly 
without  his  privil^es-— gentlemen  can  be  serious 
in  refusing  the  admisdoa  of  MiMoori,  and  risking 
tiie  consequences. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  all  the  States  hftd  slaves; 
theNorthern  and  Eastern  to  a  considerable  amount, 
•ad  the  Southern  to  a  miu^  mwe  nuneroas  one. 
Tliue  former,  extremely  anxious  to  {[et  rid  of  th«n, 
passed  laws  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slav^'y, 
and,  by  their  ill-treatment,  by  the  contempt  they 
ttchibited  for  them,  and  the  marked  line  of  dis- 
tiaction  drawn  between  them  tad  the  whites,  I  am 
told,  in  the  Eastern  States,  they  have  almost  driven 
the  mrhole  of  them  away — many  to  the  West  In- 
dies, and  more  to  the  Southern  States ;  so  that  in 
the  six  Eastern  States,  I  am  informed,  not  more, 
at  present,  than  a  few  thousand  remain. 

And  here  let  me  ask,  bow  have  they  effected 
this?  Why,a3 1  harejust  said,  by  treating  them, on 
every  occasion,  with  tlie  most  marked  contempt — 
by  never  employii^  them  when  whites  can  be  pro- 
QUied,  thus  reducing  them  to  great  penury  and 
distr^s — by  refusing  to  trust  them  with  the  defence 
of  the  country,  or  enrolling  them  in  their  militia — 
by  denying  them  the  right  to  serve  on  juries,  or  in 
tueir  courts  to  give  credit  to  their  oaths  in  suifs 
where  whites  are  concerned— by  jffeventinff  their 
narnring,  under  heavy  penalties,  with  the  whites — 
and  by  even  tefosing  to  them  the  right  of  remain- 
ing  more  than  two  months  in  their  State,  under 
penalty  of  whiiqnng ;  thus  showing  that,  so  far 
m>m  wishing  to  treat  or  conuder  them  as  citizens, 
they  view  the  mixture  of  their  blood,  and  any  con- 
nexion with  tbera,  as  a  disgrace  to  the  whites. 
The  only  solitary  privilege  which  it  seems  is 
granted  them,  ir,  on  pressing  occasions,  where 
votes  are  wanted,  these  degraded  beings  are  ike- 
qnently,  in  a  most  improper  state,  dragged  to  the 


FmavaBT,  1832. 


poUs,  with  tickets  in  their  hands  which  they  can- 
not read,  and  compelled,  by  men  ondo'  whose  in- 
fluence they  are  obliged  to  act,  to  disgnee,  in  the 
most  shameful  manner,  the  highest  privil^e  am 
Republic  boasts,  and  which,  I  will  veotnre  to  say, 
is  in  no  other  country  equally  degraded,  as  by  a 
view  t^  their  condition,  and  the  manner  the  blacks 
are  treated  in  Europe  will  presently  be  shown. 
And,  jMrbape,  this  is  the  proper  place  to  ranark, 
that  It  was  impossible  for  Missouri  to  have  held 
any  other  opioionti  on  this  subject  than  those  sbe 
did,  when,  in  addition  to  all  this,  she  well  knew 
Congress  had  never^  by  their  laws,  naturalized  any 
but  whites,  or  admitted  u>-y  other  to  be  enrolled 
into  the  militia,  or  had,  by  any  act,  in  the  most 
remote  dwree,  acknowledged  or  eonndered  a  Uack 
or  coleredman  as  a  citizen. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  ay  what  opinion  ou^ht  to 
be  attached  to  the  posevoance  which  the  majority 
of  this  HoQse  have  exhibited  for  three  successive 
sessions,  on  this  occasion,  in  struggling  to  estaUish 
the  points  for  which  they  have  contended,  and  in 
which  thev  have  shown  so  little  attention,  or  have 
had  so  little  respect  for  the  feelings  of  their  breth- 
ren of  the  Southern  and  Western  States.  It  must 
hare  arisen  either  from  a  wish  to  dissolve  the 
Union,  and  separate  themselves  from  the  slave- 
holding  Statesj  or  from  a  total  want  of  knowledge 
of  the  distinction  which  has,  from  time  immemo- 
rial, existed  in  the  civilized  world,  between  the 
black  and  white  race,  and  the  strong  and  immov- 
able line  wliich  has  separated,  and  will  forever 
continue  to  e^rate,  them  in  the  Bwtban  and 
Western  States  of  this  Union. 

There  can  be  no  quoBticMi  what  the  opinkm  of 
Europe  is  an  to  the  black  race;  fn  then  the  line 
of  distinction  is  as  strongly  drawn  as  It  is  betwoen 
the  whites  and  them  in  ue  Southern  and  Western 
States.  Nor  is  this  peculiar  to  the  modecns;  the 
same  o]Hnion  was  entertained  by  the  aocimta  of 
the  then  civilized  world  as  exists  at  nreeeot 

In  speaking  of  the  situation  of  the  interior  of 
Africa,  where  the  black  race  were  first  found,  it  is 
natural  to  turn  our  attenticm  to  what  it  has  been 
from  the  earliest  ages  we  are  acquainted  with.  In 
doing  so  we  find  that,  of  all  the  quarters  of  the 
globe,  this  is  the  only  one  which  remains  com- 
pleteJy  unaltered  from  the  creation  until  the  jves- 
ent  moment  The  African  man  is  still  as  savage 
as  ever — he  is  as  unchanged  as  the  lion  or  tiger 
which  roams  in  the  same  forests  with  himadf. 

It  may  be  asked,  Why  this  unchanged  ntoatiai 
while  always  in  the  neighborhood,  and  within  the 
reach  of  all  the  most  civilized  paxt  <^  the  thn 
known  world  t  Why  should  every  part  yield  to 
the  extension  of  learning  and  the  arts,  while  the 
Africans  still  continued  the  barbarous  and  canni- 
bal race  they  were  from  the  b^inning  ?  The  rea- 
son is  {^in  from  the  only  data  given  us  to  juigt 
from.  They  certainly  must  have  been  created 
with  1^  intellectual  powers  than  the  whites,  »ad 
were  most  probably  mtended  to  serve  them,  and 
be  the  instruments  of  their  cultivation.  A  Strang 
reason  in  favor  of  this  opinion  of  their  iniierierity 
to  the  whites  is,  there  never  having  bem  one  of 
the  race,  notwithstanding  all  the  pains  taken  with 
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them,  that  has  attained  aojr  thing  like  what  may 
be  tenned  mediocrity  in  learning;  and,  for  this 
and  o^er  reasons,  some  of  the  most  able  philoso- 
jiaas  in  both  continents,  among  whom  may  be 
named  Mr.  Hume  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  have  iavari- 
ably  expressed  the  same  sentiments. 

Such,  too,  has  unquestionably  been  the  opinion 
of  all  the  most  enliehtened  nations  of  Europe ;  or 
else,  when  England,  and  Spain,  and  France,  and 
Hdiand  had,  by  the  discovery  of  America,  acquired 
colonies  there,  why  did  they  instantly  send  their 
ships  to  Africa,  to  stock  them  with  slaves,  and  to 
no  other  place  7  Why  not  send  to  Asia,  or  take 
the  native  Indians  in  thdr  neighborhood,  and  em- 
ploy them?  The  reason  was,  that  they  found  no 
other  part  of  the  human  race  so  inferior  in  intel- 
lect to  the  whites  as  the  Africans,  or  none  which 
it  can  be  so  iairly  presinned  were  created  for  tbe 
purpose  of  serving  them- 

Let  us  now  view  the  conduct  of  Engknd.  It 
is  true,  in  the  case  of  Somerset,  her  coorts  deter- 
mined no  human  being  could  be  held  in  slavery 
in  England,  but  there  they  stopped.  You  never 
have  heard  of  any  of  tbe  colored  race  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  righto  of  British  subjects  so  far  as  to 
TOte  at  their  elections,  to  serve  on  juries,  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  swear  in  their  courts ;  to  be  enrolled  in 
their  militia;  or  to  be  eligible  to  Parliament:  or 
to  hold  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  under  their 
Government. 

In  tbeir  colonies  they  keep  them  in  abject  sla- 
very, perhaps  more  so  than  exists  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  not  even  excepting  the  Portngaeae  or 
Spanish  colonies. 

In.  the  dominions  of  Fiance  in  Eui;ppe  they 
carry  the  exclusion  of  the  blacks  further  than  in 
any  European  nalioo ;  for,  b^  an  ordinance  of 
France  issued  long  ago  by  one  of  their  monarclu. 
and  stilt  in  foroe.  they  are  forbid  to  enter,  and  all 
persons  are  forbid  to  bring  them,  under  severe  pen- 
alties, into  France;  stating  in  the  ordinance  among 
the  principal  reasons  which  induced  it,  the  deter- 
mination of  tbe  French  Government  to  prevent 
any  intermixture  between  the  white  and  black 
blood.  It  is  not  a  little  singular  that^  in  the  dis- 
etission  which  took  place  the  last  session,  on  the 
restriction,  the  able  Senator  whose  recent  death  is 
so  justly  deplored  as  a  public  loss,  should  have 
used  exactly  the  same  reasons  in  support  of  it. 

We  are,  sir,  very  fond  of  imitating  the  Romans 
in  every  thing  we  can,  without  inquiring  how  far, 
from  the  very  different  nature  of  our  Government, 
it  was  stricUy  appropriate.   We  have,  in  imita- 
tion of  them,  made  the  most  ferodoos  of  all  the 
birds  of  prey  our  national  standard,  and  named 
the  edifice  in  which  we  are  now  legislating,  the 
Capitol.  Why  not  follow  them  in  tneir  opinions 
respecting  the  African  race?   Rome  was  well 
aoquaintal  with  them.   She  had  carried  her  vic- 
torious cashes  to  Carthage,  and  afterwards  to  Alex- 
andria :  they  were  well  acquainted  with  the  in- 
terior of  Africa,  whose  inhabitants  were  essentially 
difierent  fnmi  those  of  Carthage  and  Egypt  in 
color,  and  infinitely  their  inferio»  in  intellect. 
they  were,  as  they  are  now,  cannibals  and  bar- 
barians*   So  &r  from  any  of  them,  or  their  de* 
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scendants,  ever  having  been  considered  as  citizens 
by  the  Romans,  it  does  not  ap^r  they  even  con- 
descended to  make  them  their  slaves;  for,  like 
the  Greeks,  all  the  slaves  among  the  Romans 
were  white.  It  is  therefore  prouble  tha^  like 
tbe  French  in  Europe,  tbey  disdained  to  mix  the 
Roman  blood  with  Inem.  How  different  must 
have  been  their  opinions  and  feelings  from  those 
of  our  Northern  and  Eastern  brethren,  who  now 
not  only  consent  to  receive  and  cherish  them  them- 
selves, out  wish  to  throw  in  upon  Missouri  and 
all  tbe  Southern  and  Western  States,  in  the  shape 
of  citizens,  the  very  race  which  Rome  refused  to 
receive  and  use  as  slaves ! 

But,  sir,  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to  suc- 
ceed. The  distinction  which  has  existed  from 
the  earliest  ages,  in  Europe  and  in  America,  from 
its  discovery  and  settlement,  down  to  the  present 
moment,  can  never  be  removed,  instead  of  di- 
minishing, the  very  discussion  of  this  questiw 
will  increase  its  strength^  as  is  now  daily  proved 
by  the  laws  which  have  jost  paned,  and  otoais  of 
a  similar  character  now  under  discussion  in  the 
Southern  States^  and  which  never  would  have 
been  passed  but  for  this  attempt ;  one  much  more 
dangerous  and  alarming  than  that  of  the  last  ses- 
sion ;  it  has  come  naiost  unexpectedly  them. 

They,  in  common  with  the  people  of  all  the 
States,  supposed  that  the  question  had  been  put 
at  rest  forever — they  viewed  the  compromise  as 
binding  in  honor  on  every  part  of  the  Union — 
they  had  the  good  sense  to  know  that,  in  a  Gov- 
ernment so  extensive  as  this,  and  differing  in  its 
climate  and  productions,  and  consequently  in  its 
interests,  that  every  thing  mnst  be  done  by  com- 

gomise — that  the  Constitntion  of  the  United 
tates  itself  was  the  work  of  eomwnaise,  and  in 
nothing  so  remarkaUy  and  of  such  importance  as 
pn  the  very  subject  of  shvery,  in  not  oolj  eonsant- 
ing  the  Southern  States  should  have  a  representa- 
tion for  their  slaves,  but  going  the  vwy  extraor- 
dinary length  further  m  allowing  them,  if  tiiey 
pleased,^  leep  the  African  trade  open  for  twenty 
years — and  that  this  Constitution  of  compromise 
was  formed  a  body  of  men,  at  least  as  well  in- 
formed and  duinteiested,  and  as  much  the  lovers 
of  freedom  and  humanity,  as  may  probably  evet 
again  be  assembled  in  this  country ;  while  there- 
fore the  Constitutional  compromise  is,  as  it  had 
always  been,  strictly  adhered  to,  they  can  see  no 
reason  why  on  the  same  subject  the  compromise 
of  the  last  session  should  not  be — they  fear  that 
the  mere  admission  of  a  few  free  aopoes  and 
mulattoes  cannot  be  the  true  cause  otall  these 
exertions,  and  of  all  this  petseveraace  on  the  part 
of  tbe  majority  of  this  Hoose,  but  that  soraethiiv 
of  greater  importance  b  intended,  by  the  aston- 
ishing anxiety  now  shown  to  keep  the  question 
open  to  the  next  session. 

If  this  was  not  the  case  I  should  have  suraosed 
a  train  of  reasoning  somediing  like  the  following 
ought  to  have  weight  with  the  House.  The  con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  now  under  examination,  is 
formed  truly  republican,  and  indeed  excellent  in 
all  its  provisions,  except  the  one  objected  to-^in 
defence  of  this  it  is  asserted  that  it  is  no  violation 
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of  the  CoDstitntion  of  the  United  States,  because 
no  free  n^ro  or  malatto  in  any  of  tbe  States,  in 
the  cineumstanees  in  which  he  is  at  present,  can 
be  conitidered  as  a  citizen. 

That,  except  in  the  solitary  right  to  vote  in  a 
few  Northern  States,  he  is  destitute  of  every  other 
quatifieation,  and  that  until  thev,  either  by  an 
alteration  of  their  constitution  or  laws,  admit  him 
to  a  full  participation  of  all  the  political  rights  of 
their  white  citizens,  neither  the  Supreme  Court 
or  any  other  could  coasider  him  as  such — that 
Missouri  having  no  idea  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
thing  as  a  blacic  or  colored  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  knowing  that  all  the  Southern  and 
Western  States  bad  for  many  years  passed  laws 
to  the  same  effect,  which  laws  are  wdl  known  to 
Congress,  being  at  this  moment  in  their  lihrarv 
and  within  the  walls  of  the  Capitol,  and  which 
were  never  before  objected  to  by  them  or  their 
courts,  they  were  no  doubt  warranted  in  suppos- 
ing they  had  tbe  same  right.  I  repeat  here  what 
1  asserted  before,  as  I  think  it  an  argument  of 
great  weight,  that  the  silence  of  Congress  on  the 
antecdent  laws  of  the  Southern  and  VlTestern 
States,  on  this  rery  subject,  might  indeed  be  fairly 
considered  as  a  sanction  to  the  proceeding,  or, 
might  we  not  go  further  and  say,  this  silence  of 
Congress  ought  to  be  considered  as  full  proof  that 
they  knew  the  imminent  danger  there  was  in  the 
Southern  and  Western  Slates  admitting  such  per- 
sons, and,  therefore,  on  every  occasion  where  they 
were  passed  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  them,  and  to 
go  a  little  further,  might  not  this  acquiescence, 
under  the  operation  of  the  maxim  long  received 
among  jurists,  and  agreed  to,  "(fttjfum  prcMbd^ 
mtando  prohSxre  potest,  jvbet^  be  viewed  as  at  least  a 
kind  of  tacit  or  implied  recommendation  ? 

As  to  the  idea  which  has  been  frequently  thrown 
out  in  this  debate,  that  Missouri  knew  it  was  re- 
pugnant to  tbe  Constitution,  and  notwithstanding 
did  it,  as  it  were,  to  defy  Congress,  it  is  the  most 
unfounded  one  imaginable.  On  the  contrary,  it 
appears  by  her  constitution  she  has  done  every 
thing  with  respect  to  slaves  she  consistently  could 
to  recommend  it  to  Congress ;  she  certainly  has 
done  every  thing  she  could,  with  proprietjr,  to  bet- 
ter their  situation,  and  to  display  a  very  kind  and 
humane  disposition  towards  them they  are  care- 
fully guarded  from  bodUy  injury;  a  fair  trial  is 
securra  to  them,  and,  from  the  provisions  respect- 
ing equality  of  punishment,  no  unusual  severity 
can  erer  be  exercised  towards  them. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  if  they  had  had  the  most 
remote  idea  thatthe  article  objected  to  would  have 
been  considered  as  offensire  or  repugnant  to  tbe 
Gonstitatton  of  the  United  States,  they  would 
have  inserted  it ;  for  what  purpose  could  they 
wish  to  irritate  a  Government  from  which  they 
had  every  thing  to  expect,  whose  protecting  arm 
was  necessary  to  their  growth  and  happiness,  and 
whose  refusal  to  accept  their  constitution  and  ad- 
mit them  into  the  UnioQ  must  involve  them  in 
difficulties  of  the  most  inconvenient  if  not  serious 
nature  ?  No,  sir,  the  idea  of  its  being  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  could  never  have  been  con- 
ceived by  them,  much  less  could  they  have  sup- 
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posed  it  ahonld  have  been  considered  as  a  defiance 
of  your  authority.  They  certainly  had  no  such 
ideas,  and  if  every  other  part  of  their  constitution 
is  in  complete  accordance  with  your  act — if  all 
the  rest  of  it  is  strictly  republican,  and  in  confiv- 
mity  with  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
even  supposing,  which  I  do  not  admit,  that  this 
article  or  recommendation,  or  call  it  what  yon 
please,  might  be  thought  to  clash  with  it,  will  you 
suffer  a  single  clause  or  article  to  give  a  character 
to  the  whole,  and  while  you  confess,  which  no 
man  can  deny,  that  all  the  rest  is  excellent,  that 
this  single  article  shall  suspend  your  admi^ion  of 
her  into  the  Union,  and  leave  you  exposed  to  the 
difficulties  such  a  state  of  things  must  produce  ? 

If  the  present  Congress  should  refuse  to  admit 
Missouri,  a  very  serious  question  arises  as  to  the 
situation  she  is  to  be  in :  Whether  she  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  State,  although  not  jn  the  Union,  or 
is  to  return  to  the  Territorial  state?  In  m;|riudg- 
ment  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Mis^nri  is  now 
a  State ;  she  has  thrown  off  every  thing  like  a  Ter- 
ritorial government  J  she  has  formed  ner  constitu- 
tion }  elected  her  L^islature  and  Executive ;  cho- 
sen her  judges,  and  appointed  all  the  other  office 
of  her  government  and  members  of  Congress,  and 
has  now  a  State  government  completely  in  oper^ 
ation.  Whether  admitted  or  not  into  the  Union, 
she  is  irrevocably  a  State,  and  it  is  for  those  who 
still  refuse  her  admission  to  take  the  consequences 
upon  themselves. 

As  to  the  idea  of  passing  an  act  to  direct  and 
authorize  the  President  to  cause  her  to  be  restored 
to  the  Territorial  state,  you  are  to  remember  such 
an  act  will  require  the  assent  of  both  the  Senate 
and  President ,  neither  could,  in  all  |vobability, 
be  obtained,  and  I  confidently  hope  very  few,  even 
of  the  members  of  thb  House,  could  be  btonght  to 
vote  for  such  a  measure;  and  to  rise,  leaving 
things  as  they  are,  and  without  even  making  pro- 
vision for  the  security  of  tbe  public  property,  I 
mean  of  the  United  Slates,  in  Missouri,  could 
only  be  less  impolitic  or  culpable  than  to  do  so 
without  admitting  her. 

There  are  some  other  points  I  intended  to  have 
remarked  on,  but  they  have  been  fully  stated  and 
argued  upon  by  other  gentlemen.  I  shall  only  add 
a  lew  observations  on  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  a  compromising  spirit  in  Congress  on  all  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  subject  of  slavery,  \ti 
them  arise  from  any  source.  In  the  compromise 
of  the  last  session  great  joy  was  certainly  diffused 
through  the  Union  oy  tbe  overwhelming  majority 
with  which  that  compromise  was  carried ;  it  was 
viewed  as  forever  putting  all  di^renees  on  the 
subject  at  rest ;  before  the  compromise  it  was  seen 
that  the  same  unhappy  contests  might  again  arise 
when  Arkansas  and  Florida  should  become  suffi- 
ciently numerous  to  be  admitted ;  but  af^  the 
compromise  no  man  entertained  any  fears  on  it; 
they  viewed,  as  forever  settled,  the  only  question 
which  might  produce  a  dissolution  of  the  Unicm, 
as  it  was  the  only  one  on  which  ambitious  and 
artful  men  might  play,  not  only  upon  the  bigotry 
and  fanaticism,  but  the  honest  feelings  and  preja- 
dices  of  their  unsuspecting  cotmtrymen,  and  torn 
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them  to  their  own  parricidal  views ;  they,  I  mean 
that  valuable  and  honorable  part  of  our  commu- 
nity, who,  having  do  ambitioas  views  of  their 
own,  wish  only  to  see  their  coontry  flourish  and 
be  happy,  and  be  sufficiently  strong  to  protect  ber 
rights  against  the  invasions  of  foreigners,  thought 
they  saw  in  that  compromise  the  demolition  of 
evoy  bone  of  those  who  wished  to  fan  the  flame 
of  discora,  to  create  new  parties,  and  to  give  to 
them  dangerous  directions  and  irritating  names, 
and  may  Heaven  ^nt  they  may  not  be  mistaken 
in  their  calculations  or  disappointed  in  their 
wishes. 

Surely,  sir,  if  ever  there  was  a  nation  which  re- 
quired, in  the  conduct  of  her  national  concerns,  a 
oompromisiDg  spirit,  it  is  this :  and  may  I  not  add, 
if  ever  thoe  was  a  time  when  it  required  it  more 
tiian  at  any  other,  this  is  the  time.  There  are  at 
this  period  stronger  reasons  than  there  were  the 
last  year  when  1  adverted  to  tbem  in  discussing 
the  law  then  depending  to  allow  Missouri  to  form 
a  State  government.  I  then  entreated  the  House 
to  recollect  that  we  were  the  only  Republic  of  any 
force  or  consequence  in  the  world,  that,  from  the 
combination  of  all  the  despots  of  the  greatest  Pow- 
ers in  Europe,  to  maintain  their  monarchical  sys- 
tems in  their  present  state,  and  what  they  had 
done  respecting  France,  there  was  no  doubt  it 
would  give  tbem  great  pleasure  to  remove  what 
they  must  consider  as  the  most  dangerous  evil  and 
example  to  monarchy  in  the  world — to  destroy  the 
wkj  in  which  alone,  amidst  all  the  deluges  of  des- 
potism, the  seeds  and  principles  of  freeoran  have 
been,  and  are  still  safely,preserved.  That  the  dis- 
tance, and  our  force  united  at  present,  with  the 
immense  expenKe  attending  such  an  attempt^  were 
the  only  obstacles — that  it  we  were  to  divide  on 
th^  or  on  any  other  question,  and  from  friends  be- 
come enemies,  particularly  such  as  they  would 
suppose  might  be  turned  against  each  other,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  they  would  attack  us,  if  not 
with  the  intention  of  dividing  parts  of  our  territory 
among  themselves,  at  least  with  the  view  to  oblige 
us  to  change  our  Government  into  monarchy. 
However  remote  such  a  danger  may  appear,  let  us 
recollect  the  wonderful  changes  we  have  seen  in 
the  last  twenty  years.  View  the  same  spirit,  and 
with  nearly  the  same  means  that  overturned  France 
again  at  work,  and  determined  to  put  down,  if 
able,  every  thing  like  the  attempt  in  Italy,  to 
change  their  Giovenunent.  When  the  war  once 
again  begins  there,  who  knows  the  extent  towhicb 
it  will  spread  ?  And  should  the  allied  sovereigns 
be  mecessful,  who  can  tell  to  what  length  the  en- 
thusiasm, or  perhaps  to  call  it  by  a  more  proper 
name,  the  fanaticism  of  despotism,  may  carry 
them  7 

Be  assured,  sir,  if  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
onr  true  interests  called  upon  us  to  exhibit  to  the 
world  proofs  of  the  most  complete  harmony  and 
indissoluble  union,  this  is  it.  In  addition  to  the 
one  already  mentioned  there  is  another  cause,  and 
of  more  immediate  pressure,  which  requires  us  to 
strengthen,  as  far  as  possible,  the  bond  of  union, 
and  suffer  no  minor  consideration  to  weaken  it — 
it  is  the  depressed  state  of  our  commerce,  and,  of 
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course,  our  reresue.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
take  up  your  time  in  suting  the  distressed  situation 
of  our  commerce  everywhere,  and  particularly  in 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  States.  Our  tables  are 
loaded  with  petitions  and  memorials  from  all  parts 
of  them,  representing  the  distress  they  are  reduced 
to,  and,  altoough  recommending  wrong  remedies, 
sell  going  to  prove  the  fact  of  the  general  distress, 
and  which  it  appears  at  present  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  Congress  to  remove  or  even  to  alleviate. 
The  distress  of  the  Northern  States  is  very  much 
owing  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  flour,  so  low  as  to 
make  its  export  from  them  impossible.  This  arises 
from  a  larger  quantity  of  land  being  now  culti- 
vated in  Europe  than  before,  and  the  great  im- 
provement in  their  agriculture.  Indeed,  it  is  stated 
that  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  distress 
which  prevails  in  Kurope  among  the  agricultural 
interests  is  the  excess  of  production,  and  the  want 
of  a  vent  for  it.  To  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States  the  fall  of  their  principal  staple  must  be  a 
serious  evil,  as  there  is  little  nope  of  its  ever  re- 
viving, and,  such  is  the  rigor  of  their  climate,  it 
will  be  difficolt  for  them  to  find  a  substitute. 
They,  therefore,  must  become  more  dependent 
now  than  ever  on  the  Southern  and  Western 
States,  as  well  for  the  employment  of  their  ship- 
ping as  by  the  furnishing  them  with  exports;  for 
almost  the  whole  employment  their  shipping  now 
receives  is  from  them,  and  almost  all  their  trade 
is  by  the  import  and  re-export  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  products. 

To  iHwve  this,  let  us  examine  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury's  report  of  exports  of  native  products, 
made  only  six  weeks  ago  to  this  House,  and  yon 
will  find  the  exports  of  the  States  are  as  follows 
in  domestic  produce: 

South  Carolina,  $8,690,000,  being  the  largest 
in  domestic  produce ;  Louisiana,  including  all  the 
Western  States  as  the  whole  comes  to  New  Or- 
leans, $7,240,000}  Georgia,  $6,520,000;  Mary- 
land. $4,681,000;  Virginia,  $4,540,000. 

Tne  other  Southern  States  are  under  one  million 
each.  But  the  aggregate  of  the  whole  Southern 
and  Western  States  exports  of  domestic  produce 
is  upwards  of  $34,000,000,  while  those  of  the 
whole  Northern  and  Eastern  States  is  not  more 
than  $17,000,000,  of  which,  however  surprising, 
you  will  find  Pennsylvania  has  less  than  $3,000,- 
000,  and  Massachusetts  less  than  $4,000,000.  New 
York,  it  is  true,  has  $8,000,000 ;  but,  upon  exami- 
nation, it  will  be  found  that  New  York,  like  Penn- 
sylvania and  Massachusetts,  is  indebted  to  the 
Southern  and  Western  States  for  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  her  exports  of  native  products,  which  she 
brings  to  New  York  in  her  vessels  and  re-exports 
as  her  own.  This  is  most  unquestionable ;  for  if, 
as  it  appears  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's 
report,  the  whole  export  of  wheal  and  flour  for  all 
the  United  States  is  but  five  and  a  half  millions 
of  dollars,  of  which  Virginia  and  Maryland  must, 
no  doubt,  have  one-half,  or  nearly  so — then  to 
Pennsylvania,  Jersey,  and  New  York,  there  are 
lefl  no  more  than  three  millions  of  the  flour  and 
wheat  export  to  divide  between  them.  The  fishe- 
ries of  the  Eastern  States  amount  to  about  two 
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millions,  and  the  fur  trade,  such  jvovisioos  as  are 
the  product  of  animals,  and  rarions  smaller  items, 
compose  the  remainder  of  the  sereoteen  millions, 
the  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  Northern  exports. 
And,  if  it  coald  be  correctly  ascertained  what  pro- 
portion of  it  is  in  the  products  of  those  States,  it 
would  be  found  to  be  very  small.  But  it  is  not 
comparatively  the  great  value  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  exports,  which  is  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  the  Northern  States.  It  is  the  very  balky 
nature  of  the  eomtnodities ;  for  no  prodncts  can 
be  more  btdky  than  cotton,  rice,  tobacco,  sugar, 
and  lumber^  and  none  require  for  the  amount  in 
Talue  a  larger  quantity  of  shipping  to  export  them ; 
and,  if  it  was  not  for  these  and  the  employment 
they  give  to  the  Northern  and  Eastern  shipping 
in  the  present  state  of  peace  and  commerce,  ^ere 
all  nations  that  can  are  striring  to  be  their  own 
carriers,  what,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  would  our 
Northern  brethren  do  with  their  vessels,  or  what 
use  could  they  make  of  them? 

Iq  this  state  of  things  it  is  almost  superfluous  to 
ask  if  it  is  not  of  much  greater  consequence  to  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States  to  preserve  an  union 
from  which  they  derive  such  very  important  bene- 
fits, than  to  risk  it  to  give  to  a  few  free  n^roes 
and  mulattoes  the  right  to  setde  in  Missouri  con- 
trary to  the  declared  unanimous  wiA  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State?  But,  it  may  be  here  asked, 
what  is  the  desire,  and  to  what  extent  do  the 
NOTthemand  Eastern  States  wish  to  go  in  requir- 
ing concessions  from  the  Southern  and  Western  ? 
Has  it  not  always  been  the  policy  of  Congresfi  to 
faror  American  commerce  and  American  tonnage 
at  the  expoise  of  foreigners?  Have  they  not  made 
such  discriminations  between  imports  of  foreign 
produce  in  foreign  vessels  and  the  same  species  m 
AmericMi  bottoms  as  to  give  the  latter  great  ad< 
vantages?  Have  they  not,  by  heavy  tonnage  du- 
ties, secured  to  the  shipping  of  the  Eastern  and 
Middle  States  the  almost  entire  coasting  trade? 
Have  they  not  lately  passed  an  act  to  counteract 
the  colonial  policy  of  the  British  Government  as 
regards  their  West  India  islands?  And  even  at 
toe  last  session  did  they  not  impose  a  retaliatory 
duty  on  French  ressels  ior  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
the  ^pping  intmst?  Inaddition  toall  this,  have 
they  not  imposed  on  every  species  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise, with  Toy  few  exceptions,  such  heavy 
duties  as  are,  in  the  opinion  and  by  toe  confession 
of  the  ablest,  most  experienced,  and  skilful  of  our 
manufacturers,  folly  snfficieot  to  give  them  all 
the  advantages  they  have  a  right  to  expect?  So 
far,  therefore,  as  the  commerce,  shi^ung  interest, 
and  manufactures  of  the  United  States  are  con- 
cerned, surely  every  candid  and  impartial  man 
must  confess  Congress  have  given  them  every  sup- 
port they  ought  to  wish,  and  that  in  doing  this  the 
Sontbern  States,  in  the  most  generoas  and  frater- 
nal manner,  hare  always  assisted.  Nor  have  they 
been  at  all  behind  the  Northern  and  Eastern  in 
giving  still  further  enconragement  to  the  increase 
and  employ  of  their  seamen,  by,  nfoa  all  occa- 
aions,  strenuously  supporting,  as  &r  as  our  friends 
will  permit,  the  augmentation  of  that  gnat  hul- 
wwk,  and  pride  of  our  ration,  the  Navy. 
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If,  to  the  necessity  arising  from  our  genoal  situ- 
ation for  a  compromising  spirit,  it  can  be  ^owa 
that  the  enemies  to  the  extension  of  ^avery  in  the 
new  States  have,  in  the  act  of  last  session,  ob- 
tained a  great  advantage,  and  that  the  Southeni 
and  Western  members  have  yielded  mnch  for  the 
sake  of  compromise,  the  opposition  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  most  ai^ear  still  more  extraordi- 
nary when  coining  firom  theNwthernand&astera 
members.  It  is  asserted,  hf  those  who  have  made 
the  best  calculatioiu  vpoa  the  subject,  that,  the 
boandary,  as  fixed  by  the  treaty  with  Spam  of 
1819,  the  number  of  square  miles  within  the  dave 
district,  including  Missouri  and  Louisiana,  may 
be  estimated  at  not  exceeding  l80yX)0,  while  the 
area  of  the  district  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty 
minutes,  excluding  Missouri,  may  be  calcalated  at 
1,500,(XH)  square  miles ;  so  that  not  more  than  two 
slaves  may  exist  south  of  the  line,  while  there  is 
room  for  twenty  excluding  slarery  north  of  it. 

it  would,  I  am  sure,  be  uonecessary  for  me  now 
to  go  again  into  the  arguments  which  I  used  so 
much  at  length  the  last  year,  to  prove  that  the 
origin  of  the  attempt  to  restrict  slavery  in  the  new 
States  was  very  dinmnt  from  that  oi  the  love  of 
liberty,  humanity,  or  rdigion ;  these  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  It  is  the  love  of  power,  and  the 
never-ceasing  wish  to  re^in  the  htmorsand  offioca 
of  the  Gtovernment,  which  they  know  eui  never 
be  done  bat  by  increasing  the  namber  of  the  ooft- 
slaveholding  States.  This  once  done,  we  shall 
soon  see  a  nystem  established  which,  if  it  did  not 
even  go  the  length  gradually  to  mould  our  repab- 
lican  mstitutions  into  forms  much  Irasdemooratic 
than  the  present,  would  at  any  rate  soon  make  the 
interest  of  the  South  subservient  on  all  oceasiuas 
to  the  North,  by  protecting  duties,  and  that  whole 
train  of  policy,  the  mischievous  effects  of  which  I 
so  fully  explaioed  the  last  year,  and  to  which  the 
people  of  toe  South,  while  they  continue  to  know 
their  own  interest,  most  ever  be  opposed ;  and,  in- 
deed, their  opposition  has  been  hitherto  the  oaly 
obstacle  to  their  success. 

These,  sir,  are  the  sentiments  which  my  duty  to 
the  Union  of  these  States,  to  my  constituents,  and 
to  myself,  have  made  it  ineamwnt  on  me  to  ex- 
press on  this  momentous  question.  OurancestoB^ 
with  Aose  gone,  and  a  few,  Tery  few,  of  oar  Ber- 
oluttonary  heroes  and  statesmen  stiU  left,  by  the 
noblest  enbrt  which  ever  adorned  the  page  of  his- 
tory, hare  erected  soch  a  monument  to  rational 
liberty  as  the  world  has  never  before  seen.  It  has 
eoUghtened,  and  still  continues  to  irradiate,  not 
only  the  polished  nations  of  Europe,  but  late  nwre- 
ments,  even  in  the  most  remote  countries  of  it, 
give  us  reason  to  believe  there  is  no  part  of  it  oa 
which  some  share  of  this  light  has  not  been  ahed; 
thsLt,  however  it  may  be  smothered  by  force  Sot  a 
time,  it  can  never  oe  wholly  extinguished ;  ^at 
the  improvements  in  favor  of  the  nights  of  the 
people  already  made  in  some  of  the  ancient  des- 
potisms, and  which  are  acquiring  greater  stabihty 
every  day,  must  in  time,  and  perhaps  very  woaa, 
extend  to  oUiers.  And  shall  wfc  when  our  auor 
pie  has  already  done  so  much  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind-^or  it  is  fron  it  that  all  dkese  amdion- 
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UoBs  hare  sprung — shall  we,  with  parrieidat  haods, 
dcBtroy  the  work  fur  which  its  iUustrioos  fouDden 
have  received  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  every 
friend  of  freedom  throughout  the  globe,  and  draw 
down  deservedly  apon  ourselves,  not  only  their 
coDtempt,  but  imprecations?  Id  a  word,  shall  we 
destroy  that  Union  on  which  not  alcme  depend 
oar  own  existence,  as  a  free,  a  powerful,  or  a 
happy  people,  but  the  only  example  left  to  prove 
to  succeeding  generations  what  real  pau-iotism, 
firmness,  and  prudence,  might  realize  in  the  cause 
of  liber^  and  sdf-governmmt?  I  hope,  I  pray 
not. 

Mr.  PoRD,  of  New  York,  next  spoke  in  vindi- 
cation of  his  course  on  this  subject,  and  ia  warm 
reply  to  Mr.  Ross's  remarks  casting  blame  on 
those  whose  coarse  had  been  the  same  as  that  of 
Mr.  Ford. 

Mr.CLAT  concluded  themaia  debate,  by  a  speech 
of  about  an  hour's  length,  in  which  he  alternately- 
reasoned,  remonstrated,  and  entreated  with  the 
House  to  settle  forever  this  agitating  question,  by 
passii^  the  resolution  before  it 

Mr.  Foot  said,  he  felt  himself  called  upon,  by 
the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  who  had  made  an  alluMon  to  him,  as 
if  addressed  to  him  by  nune,  with  a  diieot  cuKge 
of  inconsistency,  to  rise  in  his  own  defenoe^  and  to 
lepd  the  chai^;  and  he  trusted  the  Commit- 
tee would  ez«iue  him  fen-  trespasBiog  on  their 
patience. 

Sir,  said  Mr;  F.,  I  woald  inform^that  gentleman 
that  my  coarse,  during  the  whole  disenssion-of  this 
nbject,  daring  the  last  as  well  as  the  jwescnt  ses- 
sion, has  beeo  regulated  by  one  uniform  principle, 
viz :  a  sacred  KgB'<l  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Sutes.  This  has  been  my  pole  star.  Be- 
lieving, ae  I  did,  thai  the  Constitution  did  not 
warrant  the  impmition  of  the  natnotioD}  I  voted 
against  it. 

With  the  same  regard  to  my  oath,  to  support 
that  Constitution,  I  voted  against  the  resolution 
for  the  unconditional  adnussion  of  Missouri,  at  the 
present  session,  because  her  conslilution  contains 
an  article  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  r^ugnaat  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^  and  does 
Dot  comply  with  the  conditioiu  pnoposed  by  the 
act  of  last  session. 

Andj  sir,  I  mast  say,  I  can  never  vote  for  her 
admission  on  any  other  condition  than  that  Con- 
gress require  that  this  ofieostve  article  be  expunged. 
Self  respect,  and  a  due  regard  to  our  laws,  require 
it.  And  I  demand  of  that  gentleman  to  show  the 
incottsistraoy. 

Look  at  your  act  of  last  session  antborizing  the 
pe<^daof  Missouri  to  form  a  constitntion  and  State 
government,  and  for  her  admission  into  the  Union. 
What  conditum  did  you  impose?  '^That  her 
constitution,  when  so  formed,  shall  be  republican, 
and  not  repuj^nt  to  die  Gonstitutiai  of^the  Uni- 
ted States." 

What  does  the  amendment  propose  ?  That,  aa 
a  ooadition  upon  which  she  is  admitted  into  the 
Union,  Congress  nofw  require  that  she  comfdy  with, 
the  condition  inqused  by  tbe-aot  of  last  session, 
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and  expunge  the  article  v^ich  a  m^ority  of  this 
House  have  declared,  by  their  vote,  is  repugaant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Do  you 
deprive  her  of  any  right?  No  I  Does  Missonit 
claim  the  right  to  violate  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  t  If  she  claims  this  right,  I  shall 
never  vote  for  her  admissioo.  But,  sir,  she  makes 
no  such  claim.  I  believe  she  had  no  intentim, 
by  the  insertion  of  that  clause^  to  infringe  the  Con*- 
stitutioD,  or  afieet  the  rights  of  any  citizen  of  any- 
State. 

In  common  with  all  our  brethren  of  the  South, 
as  has  been  declared  on  this  floor,  she  did  not  sup* 
pose  that  people  of  color  were  considered  as  citi- 
zens in  any  State  of  this  Union ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  she  will  eheerfuUjr  amend  her  constituticm, 
by  expunging  the  offiensive  clause.  For  myseli^.i 
am  perfectly  wilUne  to  tmst  to  the  honor  and 
magnanimity  of  our  weUireaof  Missonri  to  amend 
their  consiitatioB  in  the  maoMr  propoeed  hy  nnp 
amttkdmoQt,  and  to  vote  for  the  resolntioB.  witk 
this  proviso. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
resolution  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— yeu  82,  nays  88,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tais— Hessn.  Abbot,  AIexnid«r,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Baldwin,  Bait,  Barfaonr,  Batemsji,  Baylyt 
Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Brevaid,  Brown,  Bryan,  But- 
ler of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crswibrd,  Crowelli  Colbrslh,  Calpeper,  Cutbbert, 
I>aTidson,  Earie,  Bddy,  F!oyd,  Ford;  Oiay,  Ouyoni 
Hackley,  Hallof  North  CaioliDa,  Hardin.  Hitl,  Hook*,- 
JadtsM),  Jobasoo,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tsn- 
nssiM.  Kent,  Little,  McCoy,  MoCrauy,  MoLane  of 
IMswan,  UcLesa  of  Kentucky,  Msiga,  Mwoer, 
csHt  Montgomoy,  T.  L.  Moora,  Meale,  Nelson  oi 
Virginia,  Nswbm,  Pinckney,  RsmUn,  Raid,  Rhea, 
Riagiold,  Robertsoo,  Sawyer,  Bb«v,  Simkioa,  Smith 
of  New  Jeissy,  Smith  of  Marylsad,  A.  Smyth  of  Tli- 
gioia,  Smith,  of  North  Caroliiu,  Btavens,  Slorra, 
Owiwiogw,  Tonpkiiw,  Trimble,  Tader  of  Ti^ia, 
Tncfcsr  or  asnth  CaMUna,  Tylsr,  Walket,  WaiMd, 
WiUisma  of  Vitgiaia.  ai^  Williams  of  North  Cai»> 
linu 

Ni,T»— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Msasacfausetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush, 
BafTatn,  Barton,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clagett,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cashman,  Dane,  Uar- 
lingtoD,  Dennison,  Dewttt,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of 
Connecticnt,  Edwards  of  Peonsylvanis,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Enstis,  Pay,  Polger,  Foot,  Forrest, 
Pnllsr,  Garoett,  Gorimm,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  PenunlTsnia,  Hall  of  New  York.  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dridEs,  Ibrrick,  Hlbdnnan,  Hobart  Host^r,  Keodsll, 
KioBcy,  Kinsley,  Lsthrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclsy, 
McOnlloagb,  Mallaiy,  Marehsnd,  Meeeh,  Mooell.  R. 
Moore.  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Morray,  Nelson, 
of  Massachuaetts,  Parker  of  Mamchusetts,  Patterson, 
Phelps,  PhilsoD,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randoljih,  lUcb, 
Rkhssds,  BidinHind,  Rogers,  Rom,  Russs  Sergssnt, 
Silsbee,  Sloso,  Street,  Slnag  of  Vermeot,  StrMg  of 
New  York,  Tsrr,  Tanlinsoa,  Tracy.  Udrea,  Uplum, 
VsB  Reaasolaer,  Wallaee.  Wendeys^  Whitman,  and 
Woad. 

So  the  rcsolutioa  ma  rejected. 
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WsDNESDAY,  FebruTary  4.  | 

Mr.  LivBBHORE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  rroorted  a  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablishment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

[This  bill  contains  prorisions,  to  rednce  the 
compeosatioD  to  postmasters  to  three  per  cent,  oa 
any  excess  of  receipt  of  postage  over  three  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars  per  quarter;  to  repeal  the 
extra  allowance  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum 
to  the  postmaster  at  Washington  Citj ;  to  prohibit 
any  pcKtmaster,  or  editor  or  printer  oi  a  newspaper, 
from  contracting  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail;  to  raiuire  bonds  from  powns  stipiUating 
for  the  carriage  of  newspapers  other  than  in  the 
mail,  that  th^  shall  carry  all  papers  ddirered  to 
them  and  on  ei|ual  tenns ;  to  compel  postmasters 
to  reside  in  the  city,  town,  Tillage,  or  place  in  which 
their  offices  ere  established,  and  to  limit  their  iprir- 
Ucge  of  franking,  to  letters,  newspapns,  andpack- 
ets,  directed  to  and  from  tneir  respectire  ofBces.] 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  appointed  Mr.  B&bbodr  a 
teller,  on  their  part,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of 
the  13ih  instant,  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  exam- 
ining the  rotes  for  President  and  Vice  Preaident 
of  the  United  States. 

ELECTION  OP  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRE- 
SIDENT. 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  joint  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  lud  been  referred,  reported  tne  follow- 
ing Ksoltttion : 

Jtaehed,  That  the  two  Houses  shsll  uHOible  in 
thft  Chamber  of  the  Hoose  of  R«prcsentsliTes,  on 
WodoflKlay,  the  lith  February,  1831,  sail  the  Presi' 
doot  of  the  Senate,  seated  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  ^aU  be  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  Speaker  shall  bo  the  prasidins  officer 
of  the  Home;  that  two  persona  be  aj^ointed  talleti  on 
the  part  of  the  Hoose,  to  make  a  liat  of  the  votes  as 
tbey  shall  be  daolared ;  that  the  result  ahall  be  delhnt^ 
ed  to  the  Preaident  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce 
the  state  of  the  vote,  and  the  parsons  elected,  to  the 
two  Hoaaes  assembled  as  afereaaid,  which  shall  be 
deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persona  elected  Prendent 
and  Vice  Preaident  of  the  Umtw)  States,  and,  together 
with  a  list  of  the  Totee,  be  entered  en  die  Jonrnab  of 
the  two  Honses. 

JBesoAterf,  That,  if  any  olgection  be  made  to  the 
votes  of  MissonrC  and  the  eoanting  or  omitting  to 
count  which  shall  not  eneDUaltj  diange  the  icsolt  <tf 
tbe  election  ;  in  that  case  they  shall  be  reported  by  tbe 
President  of  the  Senate  in  the  following  manner : 
Were  the  votes  of  Missouri  to  be  counted,  tlw  result 
would  be,  for  A.  B.  for  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 

 votes ;  if  not  counted,  for  A.  B.  as  President  of 

the  United  States,  —  votes ;  but  in  either  event  A.  B. 
is  elected  Preudeni  of  tbe  United  SUtes  ;  and  in  the 
same  manner  iiir  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Clay  offered  some  remarks  explanatory  of 
the  considerations  which  gorerned  the  committee 
in  recommending  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
reported.  As  couTenieoee  rendered  it  necessary 
for  the  Senate  to  meet  this  House  hne,  in  its  own 
Hall,  it  was  due  to  that  body,  by  courtesy  and 
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propriety,  that  the  President  should  be  invited  to 
preside,  ne  being  the  officer  designated  by  tbe 
Constitution  to  perform  a  cotain  duty  appertain- 
ing to  the  occasion  which  called  tbe  two  Houses 
together.  As  to  the  second  resolution,  the  state 
ofthe  rotes  for  President  and  Vice  President  was 
well  knowDj  though  unofficially,  and,  as  the  votes 
of  Mtsssouri  could  not  affect  tiie  result,  it  was 
considered  by  tbe  committee,  to  obviate  the  un- 
pleasant dimculty  which  would  otherwise  arise 
m  the  joint  meeting,  better  to  provide  for  the  case 
in  the  manner  prc|Meed.  This  course  was  deem- 
ed by  the  committee  the  most  expedimt,  under 
all  tne  circumstances,  and  he  hoped  the  Htnise 
would  adopt  it,  the  more  especially  as  the  Senate 
had  already  concurred  in  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolotioa, 
and  agreed  to  without  a  dirision,  though  sereral 
nays  were  heard. 

The  question  being  stated  on  tbe  second  leao- 
lution — 

Mr.  RANnoLPH  said  he  could  not  consent  to  this 
special  verdict,  as  it  had  been  called,  in  the  case 
of  Missouri.  He  could  not  recognise  in  this  House 
or  tbe  other  House,  singly,  or  conjointly,  the  power 
to  decide  on  the  votes  of  any  State.  Suppose,  he 
said,  you  strike  oat  Bfisaouri  and  insert  South 
Candma,  which  also  has  a  provision  in  its  conati- 
ttttion  repugnant  to  tbe  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  or  Virginia,  or  Bdassaehnaetts,  which 
had  a  test,  he  believed,  in  its  constitution  ;  was 
there  any  less  power  to  decide  on  their  votes,  than 
on  those  of  Missouri  7  He  maintained  that  the 
Electoral  College  was  as  independent  of  Congress, 
as  Congress  of  them  j  and  we  have  no  righ^  said 
he,  to  judge  of  their  proceedings.  '  Mr.  R.  said,  he 
would  rather  see  an  interregnum,  or  see  do  votes 
counted  at  all,  tfaan  to  see  a  princii^e  adopted 
which  went  to  the  very  foundation  on  which  the 
Presidental  office  rested.  Suppose  a  case,  in  which 
some  gentleman  of  one  House  or  the  other  should 
choose  to  turn  up  his  nose  at  the  rote  of  some 
State,  and  say  that  if  it  be  so  and  so,  such  a  per- 
son is  elected ;  and  if  so  and  so,  what-yon-call-em 
is  dected— did  not  everybody  see  the  absurdity 
of  such  a  pn^Nwition?  Bfr.  R.  added  other  re- 
marks iUustrative  of  his  <^)inion  of  the  course 
proposed  by  the  resolution-— deeming  it  not  only 
emmcous,  out  erroneous  in  a  matter  of  rilal  im- 
portance—in tbe  ascertainment  of  the  peiaon 
who  had  been  deeted  by  the  people  Chief  Miuis- 
trate  of  this  nation — the  most  important  o^er 
under  the  Constitution — the  monarch— 4br,  who- 
ever, in  any  country,  commands  tbe  army  and 
nary,  and  collects  and  distributes  the  revenue,  is 
a  king,  call  him  what  you  will.  The  time  of  this 
House  was  precious,  and  he  would  not  consume 
it,  by  saying  all  he  thought  and  felt  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Tbimblb  was  far  from  desiring  to  consume 
the  time  of  the  House,  or  to  embarrass  the  House, 
bat  he  could  not  give  his  consent  to  this  resolu- 
tion. If  any  thing  was  due  to  State  rights,  this 
resolution  ooghl  not  to  be  adopted;  as  it  mold, 
however  immaterial  in  the  present  case,  be  etted 
hereafter  as  a  precedent ;  and  precedents  were  be- 
coming  important  things  in  the  public  traniac- 
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tions.  The  House  might  set  an  example  by  this 
vote,  as  ruinous  ioits  consequences,  as  any  decision 
which  could  be  made.  It  was  about  to  declare, 
not  what  was  the  true  vote  for  President  of  the 
United  States,  but  to  state  it  h][pothetically.  Mr. 
T.  argued  at  some  length  a^iost  such  a  course. 
Suppose  some  member  in  joint  meeting  should 
ask  the  President  of  the  Senate  how  many  rotes 
were  given — he  must  answer  in  the  words  of  the 
resolution,  and  therefore  would  not  state  the  fact, 
according  to  the  law.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
two  Houses  to  enunciate  the  true  state  oi  the  vote 
for  President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  proposed 
annunciation  wouldnolbethefact.  Heconciuded 
hf  saying  that  he  would  rather  that  the  votes  of 
Missouri  were  left  out  altogether,  than  adopt  the 
course  OTOposed. 

Mr.  Kamdolph  observed  that  the  gentlemaD 
was  under  some  mistake  on  one  point.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  provides,  not  that 
the  person  having  a  majority  of  votes  should  be 
President^  but  a  majoritr  of  the  votes  of  die  Elec- 
tors appomted.  Now,  he  desired  to  know  whe- 
ther tne  Electors  of  Missouri  were  appointed  or 
not. 

Mr.  Flovd  said  be  was  aware  that  the  question 
to  a^ee  to  the  resolution  was  tantamount  to  a 
mouon  to  reject,  but  he  would  prefer  the  latter 
shape  for  the  question,  to  show  more  strongly  his 
opinion  of  it — it  would  suit  his  feelings  towards  it  i 
better.  We  have  been  going  on  for  several  years, 
said  he,  accumulating  power  until  scarcely  any  is 
left  Irat  in  Congress.  If  they  had  any  power  over 
the  rotcB  of  Blissonri  at  alL  he  aaid,  it  was  when 
her  votes  were  first  received;  but  no  such,  power 
existed.  The  votes  of  lodiaua,  at  the  last  election 
for  President,  were  counted  when  |mcisely  in  the 
same  situation  as  those  of  Missouri  now.  He  pro- 
tested against  this  assumption  of  authority  on  the 

Ert  of  Congress,  and  wished  to  show  his  disappro- 
tioQ  of  the  resolution  in  the  strongeiit  manner. 
Mr.  Clat  said  the  Constitution  required  of  the 
two  Houses  to  assemble  and  perform  the  highest 
duty  that  could  devolve  on  a  public  body — to  as- 
certain who  had  been  elected  by  the  people  to  ad- 
minister their  national  concerns.  In  a  case  of 
votes  coming  forward  which  could  not  be  counted, 
th6  Constitution  was  silent :  but,  fortunately,  the 
eod  in  that  case  carried  with  it  the  means.  The 
two  Houses  were  called  on  to  enumerate  the  votes 
for  Presidoit  and  Vice  President;  of  course  they 
were  called  on  to  decide  what  are  votes.  It  being 
obrioas  that  a  diflleolty  would  arise  in  the  joint 
meeting,  concerning  the  votes  of  Missouri,  some 
gentlemen  thinking  they  ought  to  be  counted, 
and  othCTs  disKuttng  from  that  oianionuthe com- 
mittee thought  it  best  to  prevent  all  difficulty  by 
waiving  the  (question  in  the  manner  proposed, 
knowing  that  it  could  not  affect  the  result  of  the 
election.  As  to  the  condition  of  Missouri,  be  him- 
self thought  her  a  State,  with  a  perfect  moral 
right  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  but  kept  out 
for  the  want  of  a  ceremonious  act  which  was 
dE>emed  by  others  necessary  to  entitle  her  to  ad- 
mission. Though,  in  his  opinion,  a  State  in  fact, 
yet  not  being  so  in  fwm,  her  votes  could  not  be 
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counted  according  to  form.  He  was  aware  that 
the  question  of  her  admisstoa  might  come  up  and 
be  decided  in  this  vny  shape;  for  if  Congress  al- 
lowed h«-  to  vote  for  President  aod  Vice  President, 
and  counted  her  votes,  it  would  be  a  full  admissim 
of  the  State  into  the  Union  j  but  the  committee 
thought,  as  therewere  other  and  more  usual  modes 
of  admitting  the  State  into  the  Union,  it  was  bet- 
ter not  to  bring  up  the  question  in  the  discharge  of 
this  solemn  and  indispensable  duty,  tnit  to  allow 
that  ceremony  to  proceed,  if  possible,  without  diffi- 
culty or  embarrassment 

Mr.  Rhea  said  the  Constitution  had  in  it  neither 
waiving  or  elasticity,  and  it  would  not  bend  to  cir- 
cumstances of  expediency.  The  Constitution  had 
declared  the  duty  of  Congress  in  ascertaining  the 
votes  for  President — it  was  not  competent  for  them 
to  mend  the  Constitution,  nor  to  decide  such  a 
question  as  this  proposed,  and  he  was  oppottd  to 
toe  resolution. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  the  very  reason  u^ed  for  this 
resolution,  was  that  which  constrained  him  to  op- 
pose i  t ;  a  n  d  proceeded  further  to  argue  that  it  would 
be  better  to  exclude  the  votes  entirely  than  set  such 
an  example. 

Mr.  Cdlbbeth  said  he  could  hardly  say  whether 
he'  was  most  gratified  at  being  relieved,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  from 
being  the  first  to  make  objection  to  the  proposed 
I  resolution,  or  grieved  that  he  could  not  have  the 
support  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  with 
whom  it  had  given  him  great  pleasure  usually  to 
act.  The  pe^e  of  Missouri  were,  by  the  act  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress  authorized  to  form  a 
eonstitution  and  State  ^veromrat ;  and,  in  the 
first  article  of  that  constitution,  it  is  declared  that 
the  said  State,  when  formed,  "  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  vriih  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever."  Believ- 
ing  that  the  people  of  Missouri,  having  formed  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  in  compliance 
with  the  act  of  last  session,  in  all  its  provisions 
and  conditions,  and  considering  that  she  is,  in  fact, 
a  State,  and  of  right,  if  not  in  fact,  (and  he  in- 
clined to  believe  she  was  in  fact,)  a  member  of  the 
Union,  and  that  she  is  kept  out  of  the  enjoyment 
of  her  rights  by  a  sheer  act  of  power — he  spoke 
this  in  reference  to  the  act,  and  not  to  the  acton — 
that  simple  justice  required  her  admission  to  the 
enjoyment  of  her  rights.  Mr.  C.  said  he  found,  on 
examination  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  that 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  are  required,  before 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  tneir  resftective  offices, 
to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  of  that  State.  It  is  de- 
clared (I  use  the  word  declared  emphatically)  bjr 
the  constitution  of  the  aaid  State  to  be  the  duty  m 
the  General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may  he,  to  pass 
such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  "  to  prevent  free 
negroes  aod  mulattoes  from  coming  to  and  settling 
in  said  State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever." 
This  last  clause  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates.  It 
is  believed  that  a  fair  construction  of  the  clause 
referred  to_,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  oath 
which  the  individual  members  of  the  Qeneral  As* 
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aeoMj  are  required  (o  take,  does  not  warrant  such 
a  ooBclosion.  Id  tbe  spirit  of  candor,  I  ask  ^en- 
tlemenj  said  Mr.  C,  who  entertain  this  opinion, 
what  IS  the  acmal  duty  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Missouri,  resulting  from  the  oath  which  they 
are  required  to  take  and  tlie  declaratory  clause 
above  referred  t6  7  I  appeal  to  them  as  statesmen, 
as  politicians,  as  common  lawyers,  nay,  as  gentle- 
men of  common  sense,  whether  a  fair  and  liberal 
construction — whether  the  obrious  and  only  fair 
ooonttuction  that  can  be  given  to  the  clause  ob- 
jected to,  will  not  reconcin  it  with  the  Gonstita- 
tbii  of  the  United  States?  Will  it  not  be  the 
duty  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  acting 
under  their  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  pass  no  law  which  shall  violate 
that  oath  or  be  repugnant  to  that  Constitution  ? 
To  use  the  language  of  the  gentlanan  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Robs,)  on  jesterday,  can  it  be  believed  that 
they  will  commit  perjury  by  the  passage  of  such 
a  law  t  [Here  the  Speaker  reminded  Mr.  C.  that 
Uie  hour  for  counting  the  votes  had  arrived,  and  in- 
timated the  propriety  of  his  remarks  being  brought 
to  a  conclusion/}  Mr.  C.  res^iectfully  answered 
that  he  knew  of  no  hour  appointed  for  any  pur- 
pose in  relation  to  the  business  of  the  House ;  that, 
under  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  Speaker, 
as  well  as  from  a  sense  of  propriety,  he  should 
k-ing  his  remarks  to  a  conclusion  as  speedily  as 
possible,  consistent  with  a  distinct  expression  of 
his  viewB  upon  the  subject  before  the  House.  It 
seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  fsaid  Mr.  C,  that  if  gen- 
tlemen could  divest  themselves  of  all  prejudices— 
if  they  were  not  inseikriUy  influenced  by  feelings 
and  considerations  not  necessarily  excited  by  the 

Srovision  in  question,  that  they  would  have  no 
ifficultv  in  reconciling  the  seeming  conflict  be- 
tween the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States  and 
the  so  often  referred  to  clause  in  the  constitution  of 
Missouri.  Tbe  Qeneral  Assembly  of  Missouri 
will  undoubtedly  feel  themselves  bound  to  perform 
Uie  duty  enjoined  upon  them  by  the  constitution 
of  that  State,  limited  by  the  paramount  authority 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  conform- 
ably to  the  oath  which  they  are  required  to  take. 
If  th^  were  to  attempt  to  «tend  the  provisions 
of  any  law  beyond  this  limit  their  act  would  be, 
80  ftr,  not  only  void,  bat,  if  knowingly  committed, 
the  members  would  be  guilty  of  perjury.  I  have 
no  man  to  add. 

Mr.  Tkaot  was  corapelled,  he  said,  to  vote 
against  the  resolution,  but  for  reasons  very  differ- 
ent from  those  of  Mr.  Cdldrbth.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  resolution  because  Missouri  was  neither 
a  State  in  the  Union  nor  one  out  of  the  Union ; 
but  was  in  fact  a  Territory.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, consent  that  her  votes  shonld  be  connted  at 
all— considering  them  entirely  foreign  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Clat  said  he  would  merely  observe,  that 
the  dif&oulty  is  before  us ;  that  we  must  decide  it 
when  the  two  Houses  meet,  or  avoid  it  by  some 
previous  arrangement.  The  Committee  being 
morally  certain  that  the  question  would  arise  on 
the  votes,  in  joint  meeting,  thought  it  best,  as  he 
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bad  before  stated,  to  give  it  die  go-by  in  this  way. 
Suppose  this  resolution  not  adopted,  the  Preadent 
of  the  Senate  will  proceed  to  open  and  count  the 
rotes ;  and  would  the  House  allow  that  officer, 
singly  and  alone,  thus,  virtually,  to  decide  the 
question  of  the  legality  of  the  votes  ?  If  not,  how 
then  were  they  to  proceed  t  Was  it  to  be  settled 
by  the  decision  of  the  two  Houses  conjointly,  or 
of  the  two  Houses  separatdy  ?  One  House  would 
say  the  votes  ought  to  be  counted,  the  other  that 
they  ought  not ;  and  then  the  votes  would  be  lost 
altogether.  Would  the  gentleman  fnnn  New  York 
prefer  that  it  be  decided  in  the  joint  meetiuff?  In 
that  case  he  would  find  himself  in  a  mnchleaner 
majority  than  on  the  question  yesterdav.  In  fact, 
Mr.  C.  said  there  was  no  mode  pointen  out  in  the 
Constitution  of  settling  litigated  questions  arising 
in  th^  dischaive  of  this  duty ;  it  was  a  eanu  omi§- 
tua;  and  he  thought  it  woiud  be  proper,  either  by 
some  act  of  derivative  legidation,  or  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  itself,  to  supply  the  de> 
feet. 

Mr.  LivBRHoRi:  made  a  few  ronarka  in  faTOf 

of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Rhea  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  resolution.  The  ground  he  took  was  this: 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  this  House,  or  of 
both  Houses,  by  resolution,  to  remedy  a  defect  in 
the  Constitution. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  was 
then  decided  in  the  idBrmatlve— yeas  90,  nays  67, 
as  follows : 

YsAS — Ibfctsn.  Abbot,  Atezaoder,  AUeo  of  Mmam- 
choMttfl,  Allea  of  New  York,  Aodrnvoo,  ArdMr,  of 
Maryla&d,  Bskar,  Bateman,  Beech«r,  Caaqibell,  Can- 
nOQ,  Clagett,  Claifc,  Clay.  Cook,  Cn^man,  Dan^ 
Darlington,  DaTidaon,  Denniaon,  DidtioaoD,  Eddy, 
Edwsnia  of  Connecticut,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot, 
Ford,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  Tork.OrOM  of 
Pennajlvania,  Hackley.  Hall  <^*New  York,  Hemp- 
hill, Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill.  Hobart,  Hoatettn,  Ken- 
dail,  Kent,  Kinaey,  Rinelej,  Lathnp,  Ltttl^-  hrnt- 
more,  Maday,  McCoy,  IfeCrvair,  MeCaUini|k  Mi> 
Lean  of  Kentucky,  UMairj,  Mardund,  Maaeta,  Md«% 
MonsN,  Montgroneryt  R.  Hooie,  &  Mem,  T.  I*. 
Moore*  Moacley,  Murray,  Ncab^  Nelson  of  Maaw 
cboMUs,  Parker  of  MassatfaoMlta,  Pattanon^  Pkibsai 
Pitcher,  Plamer,  Roger*,  Rnssi  Bawyer,  flurgjsal, 
Silabee,  Sloan,  Stevent,  Storrs,  Sinet,  StroBf  of  Ver- 
mont, Strong  of  New  York,  ToMlinsMi,  Udrevt 
ham,  Van  Reasselaar,  Walker,  Waliaeoi  Wantorir; 
WbitDM),  and  Wood— 90. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adama,  AUsnof  XenoeaBe,  Axchor 
of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball.  Baxboar,  Bayly.  BiMk- 
ledge,  Bloomfield,  Bodsn,  Brevard^'  Browa,  Braak, 
Bryan.  Buffum,  BuUer  of  Looinana,  Case,  Cobb, 
Cocke-,  CraAa,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Calbreth,  Colpop- 
er,  Outbbert,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Peanaylvaaiaf  Eo- 
wards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forrest,  Gray,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vi^gioia, 
Jones  of  Tennetsee,  Lincoln,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  BtortoB, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Piodb- 
ney,Rand^pb,Reid,Rh»s,  Ri(Asids,RiebniotK^IUag^ 
gold.  RoberlSDD,  Roas,  Shaw,  Simkina,  Smith  of  lf«w 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Matyhmd,  A.  Smyth  of  Vitfieia, 
Smitti  of  North  Cutdiaa,  Swaarinfan,  T«n^  ^acj, 
Trimble,  Tnckar  of  Virginn,  of  Sou*  O*- 
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rolina,  Tyler,  Williama  of  Viqioia,  sod  Willumt  of 
North  C»rolin«. — 67. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  then  ordered, 
that  a  message  be  iieui  to  the  Senate,  informing 
that  body,  that  this  House,  on  its  part,  concurs  in 
the  report  of  the  joint  committee,  and  is  now  pre- 
pared to  proceed,  wilh  the  Senate,  in  the  perfor- 
mance oitts  Constitutional  duty. 

[Messrs.  Clat,  Sergeant,  and  Van  Rensse- 
laer, were  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  act  with  the  committee  of 
the  Senate,  in  considering  the  proper  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  regard  to  counting  out  the  Electoral 
votes,] 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  notice 
he  Bhotild,  on  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  offer 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  resolution  de- 
claring the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  containing  in  all  respects  the  same  pro- 
visions as  were  contained  in  the  resolution  from 
the  Senate,  which  was  rejected  in  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  by  general  ccmsent, 
it  was  determined  Uiat  the  nierabm  of  this  House 
should  receive  the  Senate,  on  their  entrance  into 
the  House,  standing  and  uncovered.  In  the  same 
manner  it  was  determined  that  a  suflBcient  num- 
ber of  the  seats  on  the  ri^t  hand  of  the  Chair, 
should  be  set  apart  for  the  Senators. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  a  committee  of  two  mcni- 
hers  be  appointed  to  receive  the  Senate,  and  con- 
duct the  President  of  the  Senate  to  the  chair,  and 
the  members  to  the  seats  assigned  to  them. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  declared  his  opposition 
to  this  course.  It  had  been  usual  for  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  to  receive  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  invite  him  to  a  seat  beside  him ;  and  he 
saw  no  reason,  at  this  time,  for  the  proposed  inno- 
vation. 

Mr.CLAvsaid  it  was  true  it  never  had  been  done 
before ;  but,  having,^whilst  he  had  the  honor  to 
pceude  over  this  House,  witnessied  the  embarrass- 
ments occasioned  by  the  want  of  such  a  regulation, 
hejiow  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  was  Uien  agreed  to 
without  a  diviuon,  though  not  without  negative 
votes. 

Mr.  Nelsom  remarked,  in  an  under  tone,  that 
he  wished  he  had  required  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
it 

Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Hill,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee accordingly. 

Soon  after,  the  Senate  came  into  the  Halt,  pre- 
ceded by  its  President,  and  attended  by  its  Secre- 
tary and  Sergeant-at-Arms ;  and  the  President 
was  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  chair,  the  Speaker 
occupying  a  chair  at  hts  left  band. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  then  delivered 
the  votes  of  the  States,  in  the  following  order,  to 
the  committee  for  counting  the  votes,  (Mr.  Bar- 
bour of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, and  Serqeamt  of  this  Hoose) — and  the  offi- 
cial anthenticationii,  were  each  of  them  twice 
read  in  an  audible  tone,  and  &e  votes  recorded  by 
the  Setmtary  of  the  Senate  and  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  foluiws : 
16th  Con.  2d  Sbss-.^ 


H.  OF  R. 


For  Tica  Preal- 
daoL 

JunMMonioe. 

Di  0.  TomiftlaB. 

New  HaiD|Mhire  • 

; 

Matcsehasetts 

Ifi 
la 

7 

nboda  Iwanil 

4 

• 
4 

Coonecticut  - 

9 

9 

Vermont  - 

B 

8 

riew  York    -       -  - 

29 

29 

Hew  Jersey  -       -  - 

8 

8 

PeoniylTftnis 

24 

24 

Delaware  ... 

4 

Harjlaod     -      .  - 

11 

10 

Virginia      -      -  - 

So 

North  Uarolina  • 

16 

16 

Sooth  Carolina  - 

11 

11 

Georgia  ... 

8 

8 

Konlucky    .      -  - 

12 

12 

Tenaeafee    .      •  - 

7 

7 

Ohio    -      .      .  . 

8 

8 

Lonisiana  - 

3 

3 

Miaaiauppi  -      .  - 

» 

S 

Indiana 

3 

3 

lUinoia .      .      .  - 

3 

8 

Alabama  ... 

3 

8 

Maine  .      -      .  • 

9 

9 

The  scattering  votes  were  as  follows:  For  Pre- 
sident, in  New  Hampshire,  there  was  for  John 
Q,uincy  Adams,  one  vote.  For  Vice  President, 
there  was,  in  New  Hampshire,  for  Richard  Rush, 
one  vote;  in  Massachusetts,  for  Richard  Stockton, 
eight  votes;  in  Delaware,  for  Daniel  Rodney,  four 
votes ;  in  Maryland,  for  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
one  vote. 

The  process  of  this  ceremony  was  very  tedious, 
from  the  length  of  the  verifications,  {ffoclamation^ 
&c.,  and  the  House  did  not  arrive  at  this  stage  of 
it  till  af^er  four  o'clock. 

When  the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  Missouri 
were  announced,  by  the  Pbebidemt  of  the  Senate, 
and  handed  to  the  tellers — 

Mr.  LiTERHORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose,  and 
said :  Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Speaker,  I  object  to 
receiving  any  voles  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent from  Missouri,  because  Missouri  is  not  a  State 
of  this  Union. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  that  the  Senate  do  now  withdraw  to  its 
Chamber;  and,  the  question  having  been  put,  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  and  the  Senate  retired. 

The  House  being  called  to  order- 
Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  then  rose  and  submit- 
ted the  following  resouition : 

Rfolvedj  That  Missouri  is  one  of  the  States  of 
this  Union,  and  her  votes  far  Pnaident  and  Vice 
Prendent  of  the  United  States  oogbt  to  be  leedved 
and  counted. 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  believed,  that  gentlemen  must 
now  h^in  to  see  the  precipice  to  whidi  the  deci- 
sions of  this  House  in  respect  to  Missouri  had 
brought  them.  He  was,  as  every  member  must 
be,  tired  of  the  debate  on  this  subject;  but  he 
thought  that  no  one  could  discharge  his  duty  as 
he  ought  without  investigating  the  merits  of  the 
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question  which  he  had  now  proposed.  He  thought 
It  proper,  also,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be 
recorded  on  every  question  connected  with  this 
sobjecL  That  the  rotes  of  States,  whose  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  had  not  heai  declared  previous 
to  the  votes  beiof  given  in,  had  heretofore  been 
received  for  Presuent  and  Vice  President,  he  be- 
lieved the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  would 
not  deny.  If  such  a  course  had  been  right  hereto- 
fore, he  did  not  see  why  an  objection  should  now 
he  made.  If  innovations  on  established  usage 
were  to  be  justified  by  their  novelty,  then  indeed 
all  disquisitions  on  tne  subject  were  vaio.  But 
the  time  was,  when  members  from  new  States 
were  admitted  to  their  seats  la  this  House,  with- 
out the  previous  passage  of  a  declaratory  rwolo- 
tioD.  That  there  was  a  law  on  the  statute  book 
that  any  Territory  having  a  population  of  sixty 
thonsand  souls  might  form  a  constitution  ana 
State  government  and  be  admitted  into  the  Unitni, 
no  one  would  deoy.  Whenever  we  turn  our  fj*^ 
said  Mr.  F.,  and  observe  the  progress  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, until  the  present  tmie,  the  Slates  hire 
been  admitted  udod  this  principle,  until  in  the 
prcsmt  case ;  and  in  this  case,  at  the  last  session, 
a  comprnnise,  as  it  was  thought  and  called,  was 
entoed  into.  Mr.  F.  hesitated  to  express  in  terms 
aU  he  thmghi  on  this  subject ;  but  ne  would  say, 
if  he  had  voted  for  that  law  at  the  last  session ; 
and  opposed  now  those  minciples  which  would 
naturally  grow  out  of  it,  ne  should  have  said  to 
himself,  when  he  had  done  so,  that  he  had  done 
in  his  life  one  act  which  he  thought  dishonorable. 
Let  us  now,  said  he,  have  the  question  fairly  at 
issue.  Let  us  know  whether  Missouri  be  a  State 
in  the  Union  or  not.  If  not,  let  us  send  her  an 
Ambassador,  and  treat  for  her  admission  into  the 
Union.  Sir,  we  cannot  take  another  step,  with- 
out hurling  wis  Government  into  the  gulf  of  de- 
struction. For  one,  I  say,  I  have  gone  as  far  as  I 
can  go  in  the  way  of  ctnnpromise — and  if  there  is 
to  be  a  compromise  beyond  that  point,  it  must  be 
at  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

Hr.  Abchbb,  of  Bfaryland  said,  that  entertain- 
ing the  same  sentiments  as  the  gentleman  from 
Tir|[inia  with  respect  to  the  refusal  to  admit  Mis- 
souri into  the  Umon,  he  yet  felt  himself  bound  to 
move,  as  he  now  did,  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sidezation  of  this  resolution  indefinitely.  He  was 
opposed  to  this  House  undertaking  to  proceed  in 
any  manner  as  to  the  legality  ot  the  Electoral 
votes.  He  could  rec(^nise  no  power  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  this  subject  suwxate  from 
the  Senate.  The  expressions  in  the  Cfonstitution, 
in  regard  to  the  counting  of  the  votes  of  Electors, 
Ac.,  he  considered  as  imperative.  AU  questions 
arisioff  out  of  it,  according  to  his  construction, 
must  be  settled  in  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses. 
He  could  not  agree  that  this  House  had  a  right  to 
determine  whether  any  vote  should  be  received 
or  rejected.  What  are  the  words  of  the  Consti- 
tution? **The  Presidoitof  the  Senate  shall,  in 
<  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
*  sentatires,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes 
'  shall  then  be  counted."  Does  it  not  follow, 
liked  Mr.  R.,  that  the  votes  must  be  comted  in 


the  presence  of  the  two  Houses?  For  what  par- 
pose  do  they  assemble  together,  unless  it  be  to 
determine  on  the  legality  oT  the  votes  ?  If  not  for 
this  purpose,  the  joint  meeting  is  for  form  and 
show,  and  nothug  ebe.  We  mnst^  in  my  appre- 
hension, determine  the  question  in  joint  meeting, 
and  in  no  other  way.  Entertaining  this  opinion, 
he  said,  he  shoidd  vole  for  the  indeuiite  postpooe- 
ment  of  any  proposition,  the  object  of  which  is 
to  determine,  in  this  House,  the  legality  or  illegal- 
ity of  any  Bieelinal  vote.  At  the  last  dection  of 
President,  an  otrfection  was  mad^  by  the  gentle- 
man who  now  presides,  to  receiving  the  votes  of 
Indiana,  because  they  were  given  in  before  the 
passage  of  the  act  declaring  her  admission  into 
the  Union.  On  that  occasion,  as  noWj  the  Sen- 
ate retired.  I  thought  then,  as  now.  sud  Mr.  A., 
that  they  had  no  right  to  retire  tmtii  the  question 
was  setued.  On  that  occasion,  the  House  deter- 
mined to  postpone  indefinitely  the  objection.  The 
motives  whicn  induced  that  determination  were 
doubtless  variotis ;  it  was  my  offfnion,  then,  that 
it  was  im[Woper  to  entertain  the  objection  in  the 
House,  and  I  think  dw  same  of  the  present  pro- 
position. 

Mr.  Rahbolpb  said,  it  was  not  without  reluc- 
tance that  he  o^kni  himself  to  the  attention  of 

the  House  at  ihis  time ;  but  he  submitted  to  the 
very  worthy  gentleman  from  Maryland  who  had 

t'ust  taken  his  seat,  whether  the  object  which  he 
lad  in  view  could,  according  to  his  own  views  of 
propriety,  be  effectuated  by  the  course  which  he  had 
recommended  to  this  House.  It  was  no  part  of 
his  nature,  Mr.  R.  said,  nor  of  his  parpose^  to  in- 
flate to  a  greater  magnitude  this  exaggerated  ques- 
tion of  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 
But  the  question  had  now  assumed  that  aspect 
which,  had  it  depended  on  him,  it  should  hare 
taken  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session.  It  was, 
he  said,  not  only  congenial  vrith  the  principles 
and  practices  of  our  free  GoVerament  Mt  muess 
he  was  deceived  with  the  practice  of  that  eountry 
from  which  ire  had  adopted,  and  wisdy  adoptco, 
our  manly  institntionsj  that  on  any  oecasioD  when 
any  person  presents  himself  to  a  representative 
body  with  credentials  of  title  to  a  seat,  he  shall 
take  his  seat,  and  perform  the  functions  of  a  mem- 
ber, until  a  jnioT  and  a  better  claim  shall  notonlr 
be  preferred,  but  established.  It  was  seen  thai 
but  the  day  before  yesterday,  the  Committee  m 
Elections  of  this  House  came  forward  with  a  re- 
port, stating  that  the  qualifications  and  returns 
certain  members  were  perfect  who  have  be«i  act- 
iii^  and  legislating,  and  on  whose  votes  the  laws 
of^the  land  have  depended  for  the  last  three  or 
four  months.  Just  so  it  ought  to  have  been  with 
r^ard  to  the  Representative  from  the  State  of 
Missotu-i.  She  had  now,  said  Mr.  R.,  presented 
herself,  for  the  first  time,  in  a  visible  and  tangiUr 
shape.  She  comes  into  this  Honsej  not  ^rm 
pavperity  but  claiming  to  be  one  of  the  co-sover- 
eignties of  this  confederated  Groremment,  and 
presents  to  you  her  vote,  by  receiving  or  rejeetiM' 
which  the  election  of  your  Chief  Magistrate  wiU 
be  lawful  or  unlawful.  He  did  not  mean  by  the 
vote  of  Missouri,  bat  by  the  votes  of  all  the  Statca. 
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Now  comes  the  question,  whether  we  will  not 
iMeely  repel  her,  bnt  repel  her  with  scorn  and 
contumely.  Oaihoao?  And,  he  might  add, ^ 
wirranto  7  He  should  like  to  hear,  he  said^  m>m 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Litbr- 
MORE,)  where  this  House  gets  its  authority — he 
ifaotdd  like  to  hear  some  of  the  learned,  or  un- 
iMrned,  sages  of  the  law,  with  which  this  House, 
at  well  as  all  our  l^slatire  bodies,  abounds,  show 
their  authority  for  refusing  to  receive  the  rotes 
from  Missouri.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  went  back  to  the 
fint  principles.  The  Electoral  Collies,  he  said, 
are  as  indmendent  of  this  House,  as  this  House  is 
flf  them.  They  had  as  good  a  right  to  pronounce 
M  their  qvitificationa,  as  this  House  has  of  those 
of  its  members.  Your  office,  said,  he,  in  renwd 
to  the  electoral  rotes,  is  merely  ministnial.  It  is 
to  count  the  Toies,  and  you  UBdoteke  to  reject 
votes.  To  what  will  this  lead?  Do  yon  ever 
esepeet  to  see  the  time  when  there  shall  oe  in  ttie 
Presidential  chair  a  creature  so  poor,  so  imbecile, 
not  only  not  worthy  of  being  at  the  bend  of  the 
nation,  but  not  worthy  of  bcnng  at  the  bead  of  a 
patty  owporation«do  you  ever  expect  to  see  in 
that  office  an  animal  so  poor,  as  not  to  have  in 
this  HooN  retainers  enough  to  enable  him  to  re- 
j«ct  the  Tote  of  aay  State  which,  being  counted, 
might  ]HeTent  his  continuance,  and  their  contin- 
uance, and  that  of  their  friends,  in  office  7  He 
wpoka  not  of  the  present  incambent«he  was  not 
so  mntfng  in  common  deeeuey  and  decorum  as 
to  do  80-^e  spoke  in  reference  not  only  to  what 
is  past,  but  to  that  which  is  pros^tir^  and  which 
ercry  man,  who  looks  the  least  into  ibtnrity,  must 
know  will  happen,  and,  in  all  probability,  will 
very  shortly  happen.  He  undertook  to  say  tnat  if 
this  House  should,  by  a  rote  of  ind^nite  post- 
ponement— for  the  form  was  immaterial — or  in 
any  other  way^  and  it  would  be  obserTcd,  for  the 
fltst  instance  in  the  person  of  Missouri,  of  this 
HHieh  injured,  long  insulted  and  trampledmpon 
member  of  this  confederacy,  was  this  example  to 
be  set — ^if,  said  he,  you  do,  for  the  first  time,  now 
receive  the  votes  of  a  State,  it  will  be  created  into 
ft  precedent,  and  that  in  the  life-time  of  some  of 
those  who  now  hear  me,  for  the  manufacture  of 
Prendeats  hy  this  House.  The  wisest  men  may 
auriie  constitations,  on  paper,  as  they  please. 

What,  Mr.  R.  adted,  was  the  theory  of  this 
CSonatitation?  It  is,  that  this  House,  except  upon 
a  eertain  cmitingeney,  has  nothing  at  jtli  to  do 
with  the  appointment  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
idmt  of  the  United  Stales,  and  when  it  does  act, 
vanst  act  by  States,  and  by  States  only  can  it  act 
on  this  subject,  unless  it  transcend  the  limits  of 
the  Constitaiion.  What,  he  asked,  was  to  be  the 
mactice  of  the  ConstitutioD,  as  now  proposed  ? 
That  an  informal  meeting  of  this  and  the  other 
House  is  to  usurp  the  initiative,  the  nominative 
power,  with  regard  to  the  two  first  officer;  of  the 
Government  j  that  they  are  to  wrKt  from  the 
people  of  the  United  States  their  indefeasible  right 
of  telling  us  whom  they  wish  to  exercise  the 
functions  of  the  Government,  in  despite  and  ctm- 
tanpt  of  their  decision.  Is  there  to  be  no  limit 
to  the  power  of  Congress— no  motmd  or  barrier 
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to  stay  their  usurpation  t  Why  were  the  electo- 
ral bodies  estoblished?  The  Constitution  has 
wisely  provided  that  they  shall  assemble,  each  hf 
itself,  and  not  in  one  great  assembly.  By  this 
means,  assuredly,  that  system  of  intngue  which 
was  matured  into  a  science,  or  rather  into  an  art 
here,  was  guarded  against.  But,  Mr.  R.  ventured 
to  say,  that  the  electoral  college  of  this  much-de- 
spised Missouri,  acting  conformably  to  law,  and 
to  the  genius  and  nature  of  our  institutions,  if  it 
were  composed  of  bnt  one  man,  was  as  indepen- 
dent of  thu  House  as  this  House  was  of  it.  If, 
however,  said  h^  ptfj^  ai^  the  point  is  to 
be  carried ;  if  the  tocsin  is  to  ha  sounded ;  if  fb» 
troops  are  to  be  rallied,  and  Missouri  is  to  be  ex- 
p^led  with  scorn  from  our  august  presenoe--how 
august,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  leave  it  for  you  to  decide— 
there  are  those  who  will  be  willing  to  take  her  to 
their  arms.  And,  in  point  <^  mere  expediency, 
he  would  ask  of  gentlemen — he  put  the  suggestion 
in  that  shape,  because  he  believed  they  were  inac- 
cessible to  other  considerations — in  point  of  en&- 
dieoey,  he  asked  them,  what  were  they  nowdomg 
but  riveting  those  ties  by  which  Missouri  mmla, 
be  trusted,  forever  be  bound  to  that  section  of  the 
couDtrv  by  which,  with  whatever  reason,  her 
rights  nave  been  supported  on  this  floor?  I  do 
loiME  with  a  sentiment  I  oannot  exfrnss,  said  Mr. 
R. — look  with  a  sentiment  of  pity— and  tliat  has 
been  said  to  be  nearly  allied  to  lore,  as  I  know  it 
to  be  allied  to  a  very  different  emotion-^'  look 
with  pity  on  those  who  believe  that,  by  their  feeble 
effiwu  in  this  House,  governed  by  forms  and  teoh- 
nicalittea — your  Sergeant-at-Anns  nnd  emnmi^ 
tees  of  attendance,  and  mummeries  such  as  belnic 
to  other  couDtries  where  1  hare  never  travellea, 
and  trust  in  God  I  never  shall — they  can  stop  the 
growth  of  the  rising  Empire  in  the  Weal.  Let 
gentlemen  lay  a  resolution  on  the  table,  let  it  be 
engrossed  in  a  fair  hand,  and  do  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
sign  it,  that  the  wares  of  the  Mississippi  smII  not 
8^  the  ocean,  and  then  send  your  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  to  carry  it  into  execution,  and  see  whether 
you  can  enforce  it  with  all  the  force,  physical 
or  moral,  under  your  control.  Mr.  R.  concluded 
hy  expressing  his  hope  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  would  withdraw  his  motion  for  indeft- 
nite  postponement. 

Mr.  Arober.  of  Yir^nia,  said  he  bdiered  it 
was  pretty  well  ascertained  that  he  was  willing 
to  go  as  great  lengths  as  any  man  in  thu  House  to 
support  the  rights  of  Missouri.  He  rctfretted  that, 
even  in  this  skirmish,  he  was  obliged  to  separato 
himself  from  those  with  whom  he  had  acted  with 
so  much  pleasure  and  with  so  much  zeal.  Bnt 
he  could  not  maintain,  what  he  should  do  by  voting 
for  this  resolution,  that  Missouri  is  now  a  State  (H* 
this  Union.  Was  it  contended  that  Congress  has 
not  a  right  to  require  the  submission  of  the  consti- 
tution of  a  new  State  to  its  consideration  before 
she  becomes  a  member  of  the  Union?  If  so, 
would  any  man  oonteod  that  Congress  had  not  a 
right  to  pass,  in  some  shape  or  other,  upon  the 
constitotion  of  any  new  Stoto  7  Was  there  any 
one  of  his  coUeagoes  who  would  say,  diat  there 
was  im  posnUe  case  in  whkh  ha  mig^t  not  be 
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induced  to  reject  the  constitution  of  Missouri? 
Suppose  the  coostitutioQ  she  has  offered  had  been 
notoriously  aristocratical,  was  there  any  man 
among  them  who  would  not  have  given  his  vote 
for  the  exclusion  of  Missonrt  from  the  confedera- 
cy ?  We  presume  not.  If  he  were  to  give  his 
vote  for  thu  rewlutitm,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  should 
CMitradict  all  the  lanjguage  be  had  hitherto  held 
in  respect  to  Missouri ;  for,  if  she  was  a  State 
without  the  consent  of  Congress,  she  had  no  right 
to  ccHnplain  of  oppression  by  the  refusal  of  Con- 
gress to  recognise  her. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  continue  to  reprobate  the 
odious  and  foul  cotnbinatiou  by  which  Missouri  is 
kept  out  of  the  Union ;  but  should  he  give  a  vote 
for  this  resolutioOj  he  should  feel  himself  precluded 
Crom  doing  so.  If  indeed,  the  case  were  presented, 
whether  the  member  from  Missouri  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  on  this  floor,  he  should  give  a  vote 
affirmatively;  for  it  would  be  tantamount  to  an 
admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
^t,  woe  he  to  vote  for  this  propositioo,  he  should 
vote  for  an  evident  acdeeisD ;  it  wooU  be  saying 
that  though  it  haa  been  decided  that  filinonri  shaD 
not  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  yet  she  ahall  ex- 
erdse  the  highest  functions  of  a  member  of  the 
Confederacy.  Mr.  A.  said  he  could  not  hold  that 
language,  or  present  himself  in  that  character. 
Opposed  in  general  to  postponements,  he  should 
Tote  against  the  proposed  postponement,  in  order 
to  meet  the  question  directly.  He  had  no  notion, 
he  added,  of  the  doctrine  which  he  had  heard  for 
the  first  time  to-day,  that  you  may  have  a  proble- 
maUcal  or  hypothetical  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President.  Suppose  the  result  of  the  election 
dq)ended  on  the  votes  of  Missouri,  and  the  same 
course  was  to  be  pursued  which  was  now  indi- 
cated ;  the  President  of  the  Senate  would  have  to 
announce  that,  in  one  event,  we  had  a  Pteudent, 
whilst  in  another  we  bad  n^  and  the  Gorem- 
ment  would  be  left  without  a  head,  and  a  diasolu- 
tion  of  the  Union  would  be  die  porniUe  immediate 
CMueiiuence.  He  was  a  little  surprised,  he  said, 
at  one  ground  which  had  been  taken  on  ^is  occa- 
sion: that  the  House  had  no  power  to  pass  any 
jadgment  on  any  return.  He  had  always  thought 
that,  wherever  was  lodged  the  power  to  receive  a 
return,  there  also  was  the  power  to  pass  a  judg- 
ment on  the  validity  of  that  return.  Suppose  any 
territory^  not  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
at  the  time,  Florida,  for  example,  to  send  votes 
here  for  Electors ;  was  there  no  authority  by  which 
these  votes  could  be  rejected  7  Suppose  a  State, 
entitled  to  27  votes,  should  send  37  votes,  would 
any  gentleman  contend  that  there  was  no  power 
in  this  House  to  judge  of  the  proper  number? 
Could  there  ever  be  a  pure  election — could  it  ever 
be  ascertained  who  was  elected,  in  the  event  of  the 
cstaUiibment  of  a  doctrine  of  that  sort?  Mr.  A. 
eonelnded,  by  declaring  bis  readiness  to  adopt  any 
measure  to  bring  Missouri,  now  tramfded  down  by 
power,  into  the  Union,  but  he  could  not  vote  for 
this  resolution. 

Mr.  CI.AT  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave  way 
to  allow  Mr.  Ramoolph  to  make  an  explaaation. 

Mr.  RaiinoLra  said,  it  was  liighly  pmbable  that 
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the  few  remarks  which  he  had  made  might  give 
rise  to  misapprehensions  in  the  minds  of  ouier  gen- 
tlemen, as  tiMy  had  done  in  the  mind  of  his  etd- 
league.  He,  therefore,  wished  to  explain.  Hit 
position,  he  said,  was  misunderstood.  It  had  been 
said,  and  pertinently  said,  that  Missouri  might  be 
admitted  mto  the  Union  in  more  ways  than  one. 
His  position,  then,  was,  that  this  is  the  first  in- 
stance in  which  Missouri  has  knocked  at  the  door 
and  demanded  her  rights.   It  is  now  for  us,  said 
Mr.  R.,  by  penniitiag  her  to  come  in,  or  ratha 
by  refraioiog  from  extruding  her  from  this  Hall, 
to  determine  whether  she  shall  now  be  one  of  oor 
Commonwealth,  or,  as  the  fashion  is  to  call  iL  of 
our  Empire.    Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  doubt  taat 
Congress  might  drive  Missouri  into  the  wilder^ 
ness,  like  another  son  of  Hagar.   If  we  do,  said 
he,  we  drive  her  at  our  own  peril.  If  either  of  the 
worthy  Senators  and  Representative  from  Mis- 
souri, whose  long  forbearance  had  excited  surmue 
in  no  man's  breast  more  than  in  that  of  Mr.  R. — 
he  did  not  mean  to  blame  them  for  panraing  the 
coimael  cf  cooler  heads  than  hit  had  fffesenled 
tbanselves  here,  would  joa  (addresing  tbe  Speak- 
er) have  felt  yoursdf  bound  to  exclude  them  from 
the  communion  with  more  than  papal  power ;  not 
only  from  the  cup  of  wine,  but  from  the  bread  of 
life  itself?  Let  me  t^  my  friend  before  me,  (Mr. 
Abchem,)  we  have  not  the  power  vriiich  he  seems 
to  think  we  possess ;  and  if  this  be  a  casus  omistut 
in  the  Constitution,  I  want  to  know  where  weac- 
quire  the  power  to  supply  the  defect    Yon  may 
keep  Missouri  out  of  the  Union  by  violence,  but 
here  tbe  issue  is  joined.    She  comes  forwanl  in 
the  person  of  her  Presidential  and  Vice  Presiden- 
tial Electors,  instead  of  that  of  her  Representa- 
tive ;  and  she  was  thus  presented  in  a  shape  as  un- 
questionable as  that  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
MaMtachosetta,  or  the  proudest  and  ddest  State  in 
the  Union.   She  comes  forward  by  her  attorneys 
— her  Eleetora.  Willvou  deny  them  admittattcel 
Will  you  thrust  her  EHecton,  and  hers  <Hily,  fimn 
this  Hall?   Mr.  R.  said  his  iriend  had  not  atcb 
to  this  subject  the  sort  of  consideration  which  he 
knew  him  to  be  capable  of  giving  it.   I  made  no 
objection,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  the  votes  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Maine,  or  Vermont:  I  have  had  as  good  a 
right  to  object  to  the  votes  of  New  Hampshire  as 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  has  to  object 
to  the  votes  of  Missouri.    Who  made  thou,  Cain, 
thy  brother's  keeper?  Who  put  Missouri  into  cos- 
tody  of  tlie  honoraUe  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire?  The  Electors  of  Missouri  are  as  much 
Jumineg  frdbi  et  l^fdUa  as  tbe  Electors  of  New 
Hampshire.    This,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  no  skirmish, 
as  it  had  been  called.    This  was  the  battle  when 
Greek  meets  Qreek ;  it  was  a  conOict  not  to  be 
decided  between  tbe  phalanx  and  the  ^gion,  iriw- 
ther  the  impenettabikty  of  the  one  or  the  actiTitf 
of  the  other  ahall  prevail.   Let  os  buckle  on  our 
armor,  Mtid  Mr.  R.;  let  us  put  aside  all  this  fiaa- 
mery,  these  metaphysical  distinctions,  these  legal 
technicalitiM,  these  special  pleadings,  this  dry  mi- 
nuteness, this  nnprofitaUe  drawing  oi  distinctioiia 
without  difference;  let  os  say  now,  as  we  have 
^aid  on  another  oeeauon,  we  will  assert,  w«intaii>j 
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uid  Tindicate  our  riffbts,  or  put  to  every  hazard 
Trhftt  you  pretend  to  bold  in  such  high  estimation. 

Mr.  R.  said  be  recollected  perfectry  well,  in  the 
celebrated  election  of  Thomas  Jeffersoa  and  Aaron 
Burr — they  lire,  said  he^  illustrious  examples  of 
the  merits  of  their  respective  partisana — ^what  were 
we  then  told  1  Why,  that  ve  must  withdraw  onr 
opposition,  or  there  would  be  no  deetion ;  that  a 
dwolutioa  of  the  Union  impended ;  that  rwcanoes 
began  to  pUiy ;  that  earthquakes  yawned  beneath 
m ;  and,  reeolleet,  sir,  we  had  a  President  in  the 
ebaii  who  had  a  majority  in  this  House,  small  as 
it  was.  He  treated  the  idea  of  gifimr  way  with 
derision  and  scorn.  We  said  we  wul  not  eire 
way,  and  yon  must  take  the  consequences.  We 
ai^ioUed,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
nation;  and  I  do  now  appral  to  this  nation,  said 
he,  whether  this  pretended  sympathy  for  the  rights 
of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  is  to  supersede  the 
rights  of  the  free  white  citizens,  of  ten  times  their 
wnote  number.  They  gave  way,  sir,  said  Mr.  R. ; 
the  sheep  is  the  most  timid  and  nelpless  of  all  ani- 
mals ;  it  retreats  before  any  attack  is  offered  to  it. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  said  Mr.  R., 
possesses  great  powers  and  highly  responsible  func- 
tion^ and  should  be  looked  np  to  with  Teneration 
and  deference,  because  he  is  the  Chief  Mamstrate 
of  a  people,  legally  appointed  by  their  suffragea. 
Bnt  a  President  of  the  United  States,  appointed 
by  the  exclusion  of  the  votes  of  those  who  are  the 
same  fiesh  and  blood  as  ourselves — for  the  people 
of  Missouri  are  not  natives  of  Missouri,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  French  and  still  fewer  Span- 
iards— is  no  more  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
country  than  that  thing — that  pageant,  which  the 
majorities  of  the  two  Houses  proposed  to  set  up 
Just  twenty  years  afo — a  President  made  by  law — 
no,  by  the  form  and  color  of  law,  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution,  and  in  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  freemen  oi  this  country.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  R.,  I  would  not  give  a  buitoa  ior  him.  On 
bis  personal  account,  and  for  his  personal  quali- 
ties, I  might  treat  him  with  respect  as  an  indi- 
vidual, but  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  cooutry,  he 
would  be  more  odious  to  my  judgment  than  one 
of  the  house  of  Stuart  attempting  to  seat  himself 
on  the  throne  of  England,  in  defiance  of  the  laws 
of  succession  and  of  the  opinion  of  the  people. 
We  have,  I  am  afraid,  so  long  basked  in  tne  im- 
pure atmosphere,  not  of  this  House,  but  of  this 
Court,  that— 

"Mx,  Clay  here  claimed  the  floor,  which  he  had 
yielded  to  the  gentleman  only  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Randolph  took  hu  seat,  saying  that  he 
would  give  way  to  the  honorable  genueman  in 
every  thing  but  one. 

Mr.  Clat  said  he  really  saw  no  difficulty  in  this 
liusiness ;  and,  before  he  sat  down,  should  make  a 
motion,  with  a  view  to  put  an  end  to  this  discus- 
sion. The  House  and  Senate  have,  by  a  joint  act, 
this  day  agreed,  that,  in  the  event  of  an  objection 
being  made  to  the  vote  of  Missouri,  her  Tote  should 
be  counted  hypothetieally ;  that  the  whole  num- 
iier  should  be  announced,  including  the  Tote  of 
Missouri,  and  that  the  number  should  also  be  stated 
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as  it  would  be,  the  vote  of  Missouri  being  ex- 
eluded  ;  and,  the  result  not  varying,  that  it  should 
be  declared  tbat,  in  either  case,  the  person  having 
the  largest  number  of  votes  was  duly  elected. 
The  motive  which  operated  on  the  joint  commit- 
tee in  recommending  this  course,  and  on  the  two 
Houses  in  adopting  it,  was  to  avoid  the  very  diffi- 
cultjr  into  which  the  House  was  about  to  precipi- 
tate itself.  It  was  an  effort  to  provide,  by  preriotu 
arrangement,  for  the  very  contingency  which  has 
arisen.  The  moment  the  objection  was  mad^  in 
that  instant  the  rule  adopted  this  morning  took 
effect.  Mr.  0.  said  it  therefore  appeared  to  him, 
with  ve^  great  deference  to  the  course  of  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  Senate,  that  he  ought  to  have 
gone  on,  and,  after  the  votes  had  been  summed 
up,  to  have  made  the  annunciation  as  proposed  in 
tnejoint  resolution  adopted  this  morning. 

The  two  Houses  ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  C,  to  have  separated  until  they  had  consum- 
mated what  had  been  stipulated  for.  He  was  now 
not  willing  to  take  up  any  proposition  on  this  sub- 

i'ect  or  any  other^  however  unwilling  he  might 
lave  been  to  meet  it  at  any  other  time.  He  was  op- 
posed to  do  so,  because  to  do  so  is  a  violation  of 
eood  faith  between  the  two  Houses,  as  pledged  by 
the  arraogement  of  this  morning.  He  had  not  a 
doubt,  he  said,  that  Missouri  might  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  in  a  varietur  of  ways,  and  very  pos- 
sibly, on  {ffoper  examination,  the  mode  now  pro- 
pcned  might  be  one  of  them,  by  the  two  Houses, 
jointly  or  separatdy,  giving  her  the  exercise  of  a 
right  which,  as  a  State,  would  belong  to  her.  The 
House,  however,  as  well  as  the  Senate,  had  vir^ 
tually  determined  to  get  round  that  question  to- 
day, and  to  pot  an  end  to  any  controversy  which 
might  arise  m  respect  to  it,  in  the  manner  contnn- 
plated  by  the  second  resolution  passed  this  morn- 
ing. Mr.  C.  therefore  moved  that  the  subject 
now  under  consideration  be  laid  on  the  table^  in 
order  to  resume  the  business  which  had  been  ia- 
terrupted  by  the  retirement  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Stokbs  demanded  the  reading  of  the  first 
resolution  which  passed  this  House,  as  compared 
with  that  which  passed  the  Senate. 

[Here  took  place  an  explanation  of  a  variation 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  form  of  the  resolve. 
As  it  came  from  the  Senate  the  President  of  the 
Senate  was  to  preside  over  the  joint  meeting.  As 
reported  by  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
House  tbe  President  of  the  Senate  was  to  preside 
over  the  Senate,  and  tbe  Speaker  was  to  preside 
over  the  House  of  Representatives.  This  altera- 
tion was  made,  because  it  was  known  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  would  not  have  agreed 
to  the  other  course,  and  a  collision  might  nave 
arisen  between  the  two  Houses,  It  may  be  added, 
that  the  Senate  were  not  aware,  when  they  came 
into  the  Hall,  of  the  change  of  the  arrangement, 
but  supposed  it  to  stand,  as  they  had  voted  iL 
Their  retirement  from  the  Chamber  arose  from 
tbe  President  of  the  Senate  having  learned  these 
facts  after  he  was  seated  in  his  jdace  in  the  Ha)L 
He  would  otherwise,  it  is  sunposed,  have  gone  on 
to  proclaim  the  result,  immediately  after  Mr.  Lit- 
iBMOBn*Bo^eetion,as  prescribed  in  the  resolntioiL;] 
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Some  coDTersatioD  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Cut,  Randolpb,  Nblboii 
of  Vi^nia,  Foot,  and  Cobb,  as  to  the  state  in 
which  matters  would  he,  on  the  Senate's  retom. 
Some  of  the  gentlenwa  contended  that,  oa  the 
Senate's  letarn,  matters  would  stand  iost  as  thcf 
did  before,  and  the  same  difficulty  as  had  already 
presented  itself  would  again  arise.  Oth^  con- 
leaded,  and  the  majority  appeared  to  be  with  them, 
that,  on  the  return  of  the  Senate,  the  President 
would  go  on  to  declare  the  result,  as  directed  in 
the  second  joint  resolution  of  this  morning. 

Mr.  LivBBHORB,  in  the  course  of  these  desultory 
moarks,  took  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  his  con- 
duct in  ofoing  the  objection  to  the  votes  of  Mis- 
sovri*  It  was  a  dsty  necessary  to  be  performed  hf 
Mmebody ;  having  no  widi  to  be  forward  in  tM 
business,  he  had  radearored  to  persuade  several 
gentlemen  to  present  it~but,  they  decUning  to  do 
so,  it  had  become  his  duty  to  do  it,  and  in  his 
tension  he  had  done  it  at  the  proper  moment.* 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's  motion 
to  lay  Mr.  Floyd's  rescJution  on  the  table,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  103.  And  then, 
00  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  ordered,  that  a 
messase  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform  that  body 
that  tie  House  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  Senate 
in  the  Chamber  of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives, 
fot  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  enumeration  of 
the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  according  to  the  joint  resolations  agreed 
upon  between  the  two  houses ;  and  that  the  Clerk 
go  with  the  said  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said  mes- 
sage; and  be  bemg  returned — 

The  Senate  again  appeared,  and  took  scab  in 
die  House  as  before. 

*FkBBirAmT  IT,  18S1. 


JMfasar*.  Gttkt  ^^  Beaton 

In  your  report  of  the  trkuseclioBS  in  the  Hodw  of 
Bsprenntativfls  on  the  l4th  instsat,  yon  oburve  that 
**  Mr.  Livermors  took  mn  opportnni^  to  Tindictte  his 
eondoet  ki  ofloring  his  objections  to  ths  voles  firom 
Missouri."  Butyouomit  tht only  drcnmstftace which 
Tendered  any  obMrvKtions  an  his  part  necMsary ;  for 
certainly  the  objection  was  in  snlulaiice  proper,  and 
evei7  member  of  Coogress  had  a  right  to  make  it. 
The  tmtli  ia,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  the  couras  of 
debate,  aud  to  this  «fieet :  that  tho  abmpt  departure 
of  the  Senate,  and  all  the  difficult  which  coaoed, 
ought  to  be  impnted  to  the  gentleman  Aom  New 
Hampshire,  Mr.  L.,  who  made  bis  objection  foo  soon, 
intiead  of  waiting,  at  he  thouid  Asve  done,  till  afler 
^  MSttouri  votea  were  wanted.  Id  aMwer  to  this 
charge,  Mr.  L.  made  a  few  ramarks,  which  you  hire 
Ml  reported,  but  which  probably  convinced  even  Mr. 
Bfeailh  that  the  objection  to  coonting  Um  votea  from 
Missouri  was  interooaed  at  the  proper  moment. 

A.  D. 

[Out  eonsspoBdent  is  perfectly  right.  Mr.  Liver- 
mrae  did  not  eertainly  viadieato  the  eoufse  he  had 
taken,  ni^  it  had  been  i^ogned  ettora.  We 
WMe  so  cramped  for  twam  in  e«r  rcpott,  that  we  were 
eUiged  to  generslize  the  incidental  remarks,  sod,  in 
doi^i  BO,  perhtu  a  wrong  inprnaion  may  have  been 
giTen  to  Mr.  L.'s  obeervations.]— £(ttort  AUmhui/ 
lat^Ugenter. 


The  President  of  the  Senate,  in  Uie  presenoeef 
both  Houses,  iwoceedcd  to  open  the  certifiealeef 
die  Electors  of  the  Slate  of  Bliasonri,  which  he 
delinred  to  the  tellers,  by  whom  it  was  read,  ud 
who  r^^istered  the  same. 

And  the  Totes  of  all  the  Sutes  hariitt  been  tk«i 
counted,  registered,  and  the  lists  thereofcon^aied, 
they  were  deliTered  to  the  President  of  the  Sesatt^ 
by  whom  they  were  read,  as  already  printed. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  then,  in  porsnancfc 
of  the  resoluttoi  adopted  by  the  two  Houses,  pro- 
ceeded to  announce  the  state  of  the  votes  to  the 
two  Homes  of  Congress,  in  joint  meeting  assem- 
bled, as  follows : 

"  Were  the  vetos  of  Miweari  to  be  eoanled,  tiie  M- 
■olt  wonld  be — For  Jahib  Monos,  of  ViigiBia,  ftr 
Prmdent  of  the  Uaked  Sirtes,  SSI  votes:  if  asC 
osnated,  tat  Jambs  MmmoB,!^  Virginia,  SS8  vflMB^— 
For  Daitibs.  D.  Toxpxibs,  ef  New  Yoifc,  fcr  Tms 
President  of  the  United  States,  SI8  voles :  if  rat 
conDtsd,  for  Dawiil  D.  Tomfkihb.  of  New  Yoi^  for 
Vice  Prsaident  of  the  United  Sutea,  215  Totes.  Bat 
in  sither  event,  Jaxxb  Moskok,  of  Virginia,  has  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  number  of  Electova 
for  Preudent,  and  Daitui.  T>.  ToHrsisa,  New 
York,  has  a  m^orityof  the  Totes  of  the  whole  nnoiber 
of  Electora  for  Vice  President  of  the  United  States." 

The  President  of  the  Senate  had  proceeded  thus 
far,  or  nearly  thus  far,  m  the  proclamatitm,  when 
Mr.  Floyo,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chur,  and 
inquired  whether  ue  votes  of  Idissonri  were  or 
were  not  counted. 

Cries  of  Order !  Order  \  were  so  loud  as  to 
drown  Mr.  Fi.oto^8  voice. 

[The  President  of  the  Senate  bad  hesittled  in 
the  proclamation,  on  Mr.  Fi.oyd  addressing  the 
Chair.] 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  was  addressing  the 
Chair,  whenloudcriesof  Order!  Order!  reaouuded 
from  many  voices. 

The  Speaker  pronounced  Mr.  Rahdolfh  to  be 
out  of  ord^,  and  invited  him  lo  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bfiosa  demanded  that  Mr.  Randolph 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed,  and  declared  his  de- 
termination to  sustain  his  rwht  to  do  so.  Mr.  B. 
was  also  loudly  called  to  or&r. 

Mr.  Floyd  donanded  of  the  Chair  whether  he 
was  coDsidaed  in  order  or  not. 

The  Speaksr  determined  that  he  was  not  in 
ordn  at  this  time^  the  only  basiness  being  at  that 
present  time  that  imscrmed  by  the  rule  of  thb 
morning. 

There  was  considerable  murmuring  at  this  de- 
cision; but  order  was  restored;  when  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Sesiate  concluded  his  aununeiatitm  as 

follovn : 

*■  I  therefore  dedsre  that  Jaubs  Moxbob,  of  Vir- 
ginis.  ia  duly  el«:tod  PiealdsDt  of  the  Untied  Stataiw 
for  foor  years,  to  comDienoe  on  the  fourth  day  a£ 
March,  I8S1 ;  and  that  Davikl  D.  Toxruwa*  ef 
New  York,  is  duly  elected  Vice  Preaident  <rf  th«  Uni- 
ted States,  for  tho  Uke  term  of  four  years,  to 
mence  on  the  said  fourth  day  of  March,  ISSl." 

As  the  President  concluded— 

Mr.  Randolph  addnssed  the  Chair ;  but 
required  to  take  bis  seat. 
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On  motioB  bf  a  member  of  the  Smat^  the  Sen- 
ate roired  from  the  halt 

After  they  letired,  and  the  Hoaw  being  called 
to  order- 
Mr.  RAMnoLPB,  who  had  still  retained  the  floor, 
was  heard  addressing  the  Chair-  He  spoke  for 
some  tim^  without  being  distinctly  heard,  owing 
to  the  confusion  in  the  hall.  He  had,  he  saioj 
seen  every  election  of  President  of  the  United 
States,  except  that  of  the  present  Chief  Maffi»- 
trate,  and  he  had  never  bubre  heard  any  other 
form  of  proclamation  than  that  such  was  the 
wftole  nnmfoer  of  votes  given  in ;  that  socb  a  per- 
son, A  or  B,  had  so  many,  and  was  therefore 
elected  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States.  On  this  occasion  no  such  annunciation 
had  been  made,  and  the  presiiling  officer  might 
just  as  well  have  said  that  James  Clazttm  or 
Thomas  Dunn  was  elected  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Were  gentlemen  to  be  put  down  by 
clamor  and  by  force  here  for  getting  up  to  assert, 
not  only  their  rights,  but  the  rights  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States?  Sir,  said  he,  your 
election  is  vitiated ;  you  have  flinched  from  the 
question ;  yoi^  have  attempted  to  evade  the  decis- 
ion of  dtat  which  was  essatial  to  the  determina- 
tion <^  who  is  and  who  is  not  elected  Chief  Ma- 

gistrateof  the  United  States.  Mr.  R.  concluded 
is  remarks  by  moving  resolutions  declaring  the 
election  to  be  illegal,  They  were  as  follows : 
I .  Rejoiced,  Tbtt  the  el«etonl  votes  of  ths  State  of 
Missouri  have  this  day  bosn  coanud,  and  do  consti- 
tnta  a  part  of  tb*  m^arity  of  two  bnodrad  and  thirty- 
one  votM  gmn  for  Pieiioent,  and  of  two  hsndnd  and 
sigfateen  votes  given  for  Vice  Prerideat. 

3.  Raoived,  That  the  whole  number  of  Elector* 
appoiBt««l,  anil  of  votes  given  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  bss  nut  been  annoaneed  by  the  presiding 
officer  of  tbe  Senate  and  Hoase  of  RepresentstiTes, 
agreeably  to  the  provlrion  of  tbe  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  tnst  therefore  the  proceeding  has 
been  irregular  and  illegnl. 

Whilst  Mr.  R.  was  reducing  his  motion  to 
writing,  several  gentlemen  claimed  tbe  floor. 

Tbe  Speaker  determined  that  Mr.  Lathrop  . 
was  entitled  to  it ;  and  Mr.  L.  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Flotu  claimed  the  right  of  the  floor,  as 
risinff  first,  and  demanded  to  be  beard. 
The  Speaker  affirmed  Mr.  Latbbop's  right. 
Mr.  Floyd  was  about  appealing  from  the  de- 
cinon  of  the  Chair,  but  did  not. 

Mr.  RiHoaoLD  having  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  adjournment,  the  question 
was  taken  accordingly,  as  follows : 

Txis — Meura.  Adams,  Allen  of  MaatacbasetU,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Anderson,  Baker,  Batemin,  Beecher, 
Boden,  Buflum,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Clay, 
Cook,  Craft*,  Culpeper,  Cnshinan,  Cutbbert,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Bennison,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecti- 
«t,  Bdwurds  «f  Penn^lvsnia,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot, 
Fvnm,  FoUsr,  Chnbam,  Gross  of  New  York,  Grosa 
of  Fenn^lvwia,  Goyon,  Hackley,  Halt  of  New  York, 
Hardio,  Bemphill,  Hendricks,  Henick,  HUiriunan, 
Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hoatetter,  Kendall,  Kins^,  Kins- 
lay,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livemwre,  Maelay,  McCoy, 
HcCultongh,  Miliary,  Marcbsnd,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mo- 
mU,  R.  Moon,  8.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseisy,  Murray, 


Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  o(  Maasaobuaatls, 
Patterson,  Phelps,  PbiUon,  Pitcher,  Plamer,  Raokia, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Rosa,  Russ, 
Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinaon,  Tom^nsi 
Tracy,  Udree,  l^bsn.  Van  Renaertlaer,  Wallace,  Wan- 
dover,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 96. 

NA.TS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Ar- 
dier  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Bai» 
boar,  Bayly,  Bloomfldd,  Brsvard,  Brown,  Broali, 
Bryan,  Campbell,  Cobb,  Cock^  Crawford,  Cnlbreth, 
Davidson,  Esrla,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fltnrd, 
Garaett,  Gray,  HaB  of  North  Carolina,  JaiAsoo,  John>- 
•on,  Jonas  of  Virginia,  Little,  McCreary,  McLean  af 
Kentucky,  Metcer,  Metealf,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nd- 
Bon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pincknnr,  Raodolpb,  Raidi 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Swcaringan,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tnckar  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
OaroUna— fiO. 


Tborbdat,  February  15. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
raerce,  reported  a  bill  to  abolish  certain  porta  of 
entry ;  to  eataUish  porta  of  deliTcry,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  oomMiilted. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  tbe  CommiWaa 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  mp' 
propriations  for  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  vear  1821 ;  which  was  read  twiee, 
and  committea  to  a  Committee  of  the  whcde  Honse 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anuerson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  ftom 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

Surchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  tbe  first  day  of 
uly,  1820,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  regu- 
lating the  payment  of  debts  due  from  the  pnr- 
chasers  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  EnwARna,  of  Nmrth  Carolina,  waived  for 
the  present  his  intention  to  make  a  motion  rai  the 
Missouri  subject,  aciuifding  to  his  notice  of  yester- 
day, partly  because  be  had  little  hope  of  suocess 
in  the  Biotion,  and  partly  teeause  it  was  mobable 
some  motion  might  be  made  more  palatawe  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  CLARK,of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion,  accompanying  it  with  some  remarks 
in  support  of  it : 

Retohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre»mta- 
tives  of  the  United  Stata  of  America,  in  CongrtM 
auembled.  That  Missoori  shall  be  admitted  into  this 
Union  on  an  equsl  footing  with  (be  original  States,  in 
all  respecU  wbataoerer,  on  tbe  first  Monday  in  Deoai*- 
ber  next:  Provided,  That,  previous  |o  the  said  first 
Monday  in  December  neit,  Missouri  shall  have  ex- 
punged bom  her  ooastitotlon  the  fbllowbg  dausa,  to 
wit :  '*  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tbe  Legislature,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  paea  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
mulattoea  from  coming  to  or  sattlins  in  this  State, 
under  any  preteit  whatever."  And  Uiat  on  said  day, 
certified  copies  of  said  constitatien,  ao  asMiided,  abaU 
be  delivered  to  tbe  President  of  tbe  Senate  and  S^aik 
ker  of  the  Hoase  of  S^ssanUtivea  of  the  Unitad 
SUtes. 
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On  the  qaestion  to  proceed  to  the  conrideration 
of  this  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
IqraTote  of  60  to  46. 

Mr.  Clabk,  not  desirine  the  resolution  to  be 
acted  on  tonlay,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  and 
the  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  73. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
-Colonel  Decius  Wadswortb,  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment, explanatory  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
mg  the  loans  of  powder,  lead,  dec,  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  to  private  individuals,  and 
which  have  been  made  tke  subject  of  inquiry  in 
this  House,  as,  also,  contaioing  a  defence  of  his 
conduct  in  those  transactions ;  which  was  read, 
-and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
iuUowing  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War : 

DsrABraxirT  or  Wab,  Feb.  12,  18S1. 

8ia :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
«r  R^resentatiTM  of  tb«  9tb  instant,  directing  "that 
the  Secretarj  of  War  report  to  that  House  the  pro- 
neaa  which  has  been  made  by  the  Board  of  Eogiiweia 
in  dalermining  the  sites  and  places  of  fbrtifications  of 
the  coast  cf  Uto  United  States ;  the  sites  wUch  may 
have  been  selected ;  the  eatimatoa  of  the  expenie  in 
completing  the  several  works ;  the  number  of  troops 
necesstiy  to  garriMn  tbem.in  peace  and  in  wtr;  the 
progress  made  in  erecting  the  fortificsiioos ;  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  the  system,  when  completed, 
particaUrly  in  reducing  the  expense  of  defending  the 
Atlantic  frontier,"  I  hsve  the  honor  to  endoae  a  report 
of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  marked  A,  and  a  report  of 
the  Ei^neer  department,  marked  B,  vbicb  give  the 
information  required  by  the  resolution. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obsenre,  that  the  projected  forti- 
fleatioDs  have  been  distributed  Into  three  classes,  sc- 
eording  to  their  relative  importance,  and  tbat  it  is  de- 
termined to  erect  those  of  the  let  class  previous  to  the 
eommeacement  of  the  2d  and  Sd  classes,  with  the  ex- 
CMition  of  the  works  at  Mobile  Point  and  Dsuphina 
Island.  These  works  were  commenced  in  preference 
to  those  projected  at  Bayou  Bienvenne  and  Fort  8t. 
Philip  ;  fat,  although  the  latter  are  {daccd  in  the  first 
clasa,itvras  not,  however,  deemed  proper  to  commence 
with  them,  as  they  were  much  less  extensivs  than  the 
two  former,  and  could  be  completed  in  a  short  time, 
should  the  state  of  onr  rektions  with  other  Powers 
render  it  necessary. 

The  contractors  for  the  works  at  Regolets  wers,  by 
the  arrangements  with  them,  to  have  erected  those 
oontamplated  at  Chef  Monlenr,  but  ao  many  impedi- 
ments have  been  encoantered  that  it  has  been  neees* 
saiy  for  them  to  confine  their  operstioaa  wholly  to  the 
former. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

'  Hon.  J.  W.  Tatior, 

Speaker  Houte  of  Eepreamtative*. 

The  letter  and  accompanying  docaments  were 
wdered  to  lie  on  the  tatde. 

The  Speaker  then  announced  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  being  Mr.  Ranuolpo's  res- 
olutions respecting  the  legality  of  the  Electoral 
Totes.  And  on  the  question,  will  the  House  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  these  resolutions? 
It  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  a  majority  of 
about  30  votes. 


BOUNTY  TO  FI6HINO  VESSELS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLbak, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  some  time  ago,  viz: 

Retohedt  That  the  Seeretaryof  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  of 
the  bounties  and  sHowaneea  paid  to  fiahing  veassls 
each  •jitit,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Oovemmsnt 
to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  following : 

"  And  of  the  quantity  of  salt  imported  annually,  and 
not  re-exported  with  benefit  of  drawback;  also  the 
amount  of  duty  annually  collected  on  the  aane  doting 
the  period  aforesaid." 

This  motion  to  amend  was  ne^tived  a  small 
majority. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  Mr.  McLean's  motion  by  adding  thereto 
the  following: 

"  And  of  the  quantity  of  salt  annually  imported  into 
each  State  and  not  re-exported  with  Imiefit  of  draw- 
back ;  alsn,  the  amount  of  doty  annually  collected  on 
the  same  in  each  State  during  the  time  aforesaid." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  reso- 
lution, as  amended,  was  then  adopted,  as  follows: 

Retoltied,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory  be  dt> 
rected  to  communieate  to  thu  House  a  sutament  of 
the  boonties  and  allowaocea  paid  to  fiahiug  vsaaala  in 
each  year,  from  the  ctHnmeocemeot  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  present  time ;  and  of  the  quantity  fd  aalt 
annuallj  imported  into  each  State,  and  not  re-exported 
with  benefit  of  drawback ;  also,  the  amount  of  duty 
annually  collected  on  the  same,  in  each  State,  during 
the  time  aforesaid. 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 
Mr.  Meiqb,  of  New  York,  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  attention  of  ue  House  to  certain 
resolutions  which  he  had  the  honor  of  submitting 
to  its  consideration  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
These  resolutions  related  to  the  suti^ect  of  slavoy. 
He  had,  he  said,  somewhat  modified  the  resoiu- 
tions  offered  at  the  last  session,  and  would  now 
read  them  to  the  House  before  he  proceeded  fur- 
ther to  explain  his  views  in  relation  to  them.  He 
was  aware  that,  on  the  first  mention  of  this  sub- 
ject, unpleasant  feelings  might  be  excited  in  one 
part  of  the  House,  but  he  trusted,  on  examination 
of  the  proposed  plan,  it  would  appear  less  objec- 
tionable than  was  oelieved ;  and  he  ardently 
hoped,  indeed,  that  ultimately  it  might  be  foosd 
the  means  of  closing  forever,  by  one  of  the  most 
glorious  acts  of  legislation  that  ever  proceeded 
from  any  legislative  body,  the  growing  c9ntro- 
versy  between  the  North  and  South,  acknowl- 
edged on  all  hands  to  be  of  a  most  serious  and 
alarming  nature.  [Mr.  M.  read  his  resolutiona,  as 
below.]  When,  he  said,  it  was  considered  that, 
in  the  certain  increase  of  our  population,  douliliog 
in  twenty-five  years,  we  should  see,  in  half  a  cen- 
tury, not  less  than  forty  millions  of  people  in  the 
United  States^  of  which  perhaps  twoity  would  be 
inhabitants  of  the  vast  countries  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippij  we  cannot  fail  to  admit  tbat  the  five  hun- 
dred millions  of  acres,  contemplated  to  be  devoted 
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u  a  fund  fw  the  emancipation  of  slares,  will  hare 
had  a  value  more  than  competent  to  the  redemp- 
tion and  ccdonization  of  all  such  of  our  slave  pop- 
ulation as  it  dhall  be  found  expedient  or  desirable 
to  part  with.  Let  me  endeavor,  said  he,  to  show 
in  a  few  words  the  practical  operation  of  this 
fund.  Suppose  the  lands,  intended  to  constitute 
this  fund,  to  be  survejred  into  ihe  usual  sections 
and  quarter  sections,  and  numbered;  that  the 
alternate  numbered  portions  be  sold  for  certificates 
of  the  value  of  slaves ;  that  the  intermediate  por- 
tions be  disposed  of  onlv  for  cash;  that  the  certifi- 
cates of  value  of  slaves  "be  fumbhed  in  the  follow- 
ing manner :  whenever  the  owner  of  slaves  is  will- 
ing to  part  with  them,  let  him  make  application 
to  the  district  judge  of  the  district,  who,  with  the 
marshal  of  the  district,  shall,  togfether  with  the 
owner  and  some  discreet  person  appointed  on  his 

Crt,  ascertain  the  value  of  the  slaves  proposed  to 
emancipated  j  tha^  when  such  valuation  is 
made,  it  shall  be  at  the  option  of  the  owner  finally 
to  accede  to  it ;  that,  on  his  consent,  the  district 
jud^  shall  deliver  to  him  a  certificate  of  such  val- 
uation, which  shall  he  receivable  only  in  payment 
for  Ihe  alternate  sections  of  which  I  have  spoken. 
Then,  will  it  not  be  apparent,  that,  if  such  alter- 
nate sections  are  purchased  with  such  certificates, 
the  intermediate  portions  will  acquire  a  value 
which  will  command  sufficient  supis  of  money  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  colonization?  Will  not 
this  operation  proceed  pari  pa$$u  7  Mr.  M.  said 
he  had  witnessed,  with  constant  anxiety,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  great  controversy  which  now  agitates 
us,  and  had,  from  the  beginning  of  his  career,  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  determined,  if  it  should 
become  necessary,  to  devote  himself  a  sacrifice  for 
the  great  object,  if  possiUe.  of  keeping  the  two 
great  parties  in  peace.  I  do  not  know,  mid  he, 
whether  I  have  made  such  a  sacrifice.  It  is  prob- 
able I  have,  by  the  well  known  eoutse  which  I 
have  ptusued  upon  this  subject.  But,  sir,  if  in- 
deed 1  have  tost  the  confidence  of  those  whom  I 
represent,  I  will,  before  I  leave  my  present  station, 
at  least  make  one  efibrt  for  tbe  purpose  of  uniting 
the  parties  by  the  only  measure  which  appears  to 
me  to  be  calculated  to  unite  them ;  one,  too,  in 
which  both  may  participate,  and  in  which  they 
will,  as  I  repeal,  perform  one  of  the  most  noble 
acts  of  legislation ;  one  which  I  would  not  ex- 
change for  all  the  laws  on  our  statute  book  from 
1789  to  this  day.  I  have  even  indulged  what  may 
be  considered  an  extremely  romantic  opinion,  that 
the  original  plan  of  Las  Casas,  of  preventing  the 
destruction  of  the  Indian  race  by  supplying  their 
I^ace  with  the  hardy  natives  of^  Africa,  may  yet 
terminate  in  restoring  to  Africa,  from  the  pressure 
of  the  great  neceasity  which  we  feel  on  the  sub- 
ject, her  kmg  estranged  children,  with  the  first 
I>rinciple8  of  ue  Christian  religioD  and  of  educa- 
tion, so  that  Africa,  long  beni^ted,  mav  assume 
a  respectaUe  rank  among  tbe  people  of  the  world. 
Mr.  M.  then  submitted  the  foUowmg  resolution : 

Wherau  sIsTcry  in  the  United  Stales  is  an  aril 
acknowledged  to  be  of  grest  and  increaring  mtgni- 
tade.  and  which  merits  tbe  greatest  •fieru  of  this  ns- 
^on  to  remedy ;  thenfine, 


Btaohtdt  Thai  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  ezncdieney  of  devoting  five  hundred  millions 
acres  of  public  hnda  next  west  of  the  Miuiaaippi  as  a 
fund  for  tbe  parpoae  of,  in  the  firwt  place,  employing  a 
naval  force,  competent  to  tbe  annihilation  of  the  alavo 
trade.  Becondly,  tbe  gradual  emancipation  of  alavea, 
by  a  voluntary  eicbange  of  the  lands  for  them ;  and, 
Initly,  colonizing  such  emancipated  slavea  in  such  wa^ 
as  may  be  conducive  to  their  bappineaa  in  their  origi- 
ntl  coontiy,  AfMca :  Proeidtd,  That  no  such  exchange 
of  lands  for  alavea  aball  ever  be  sofliBrcd  or  allowea, 
except  upon  tbe  perfectly  aacertained  consent  of  audi 
slaves,  to  be  colonized  in  Africa :  And  provided  ai$o. 
That,  wherever  anch  exchanges  are,  or  aball  be  made, 
DO  separation  of  buaband  and  wife,  or  parent  and 
child,  shall  be  permitted  contrary  to  their  well  aacer- 
tained ronaenl. 

The  queoion  on  woceediog  to  consider  tbe  res- 
olution was  decided  in  the  Armativc^-A3  to  60 
votes. 

Mr.  Flotd  said,  he  did  not  much  approve  of 
this  plan  liimself,  but,  if  it  was  to  be  adopted,  he 
wished  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  he  could.  He 
therefore  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  come  in 
immediately  before  the  proviso,  the  following :  "  or 
'  distributeo  in  e<]ual  proportions  among  the  Con- 
*  gressional  districts  of  the  difierent  States,  begin- 
'  ning  with  the  State  of  Maine,  and  so  in  rq^ar 
'  order  southward." 

Mr.  Clabe,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mbiob  expressed  his  regret  that  the  genUe- 
maa  should  have  thought  proper  to  ofier  this 
ameodment,  which  had  the  air  of  treating  his 
proposition  with  contempt.  There  was  reason 
why  a  difierent  treatment  should,  have  been  ex- 
tended to  him ;  and  he  had  hopes  that  tbe  gentie- 
man,  to  oblige  him,  would  withdraw  his  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  FLOTn  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  one  of  the  last  whom  he  should  have 
thought  of  treating  disrespectfully.  To  ohlue 
him,  ne  would  withdraw  his  amendment.  At  ue 
same  time  he  thought  it  a  good  one,  and  that  some 
such  must  necessarily  be  a  part  of  any  plan  of  tbe 
kind. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— 66  to  55. 

PAY  OF  ARMY  OFnCERS. 
On  the  motion  of  Bdr.  Cooee,  the  Hooae  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  hill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  offieecs  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  CocKB  explained  to  the  House,  much  m 
detaiLthe  amount  of  emoluments  now  received  by 
the  racers  of  tbe  Army,  dec. 

The  consideration  of  this  bill,  and  the  questions 
on  filling  the  blanks  with  the  various  sums  pro- 
posed, involving  a  discussion  of  the  amount  of 
compensation  {ffoper  for  the  difierent  grades,  posi- 
tively and  relatively,  occupied  the  Committee  un- 
til the  usual  hour  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  remarked,  that  he 
had  hoped  some  member  of  the  committee  which 
reported  the  bill  would  have  given  the  answer  to 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Bdtlbb) 
who  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  with  the 
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avowed  design  of  destroying  the  bill^  and  had  ez- 
prenied  hie  tuii  belief  that  no  saTing  of  money 
vould  be  effected  by  its  passage ;  and  bad  also  de- 
manded of  any  member  to  point  out  a  single  in- 
stance in  which  even  a  cent  would  be  saved  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  But,  said  Mr.  F.,  as  the 
genueman  who  reported  the  bill  is  not  in  his  seat, 
f  beg  leare  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman, 
who  has  made  the  appeal  to  any  member,  to  one 

Sod  effect  which  wiU  result  from  the  passage  of 
is  bill;  and  I  pmame  the  gentleman  wiB  be 
saciafied  that  a  very  considerable  reduction  in  the 
expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department  will  be 
made  by  its  passage. 

The  gentleman,  on  a  moment's  reflection,  must 
see  that  the  saving  will  not  be  c<»ifined  to  the 
emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  regular  army. 
For  the  precise  amount  in  this  particular,  I  will 
refer  him  to  the  committee,  who  will  undoubted- 
\y  be  both  able  asd  willing  to  give  the  gentleman 
lull  information.  But,  sir,  it  requires  no  proof  to 
convince  any  one,  who  will  for  one  moment  turn 
kis  attention  to  the  list  of  clerks  in  the  Treasury 
Depertmcst,  whose  whole  employment  is  to  ex- 
amine the  accounts  for  rations,  forage,  officers' 
quarters,  fnel,  servants'  hire,  clothing  for  servants, 
tcaoiportation  of  bagnge,  &c.}  that  the  labws  of 
these  clerks  will  not  oe  required,  and,  of  course, 
their  further  services  may  irell  be  dupcnaed  with, 
if  the  bill  shall  pass ;  and,  let  me  inform  the  gen- 
Ueman,  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  present 
eHX>]«ments  of  the  officers  arises  from  the  allow- 
ances for  zatums,  forage,  &c.;  and,  under  the  pres- 
ent systemi,  employs  the  labor  of  at  least  one-fifth 
of  the  whole  number  of  clerks,  who  are  engaged 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  officers. 

In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  SERQEA.NT,)  I  need  only  call  bis  attention  to 
the  temaining  sections  of  the  bill,  to  furnish  a  com- 
plete and  satisfaotory  answer  to  all  his  arguments 
m  fovor  of  striking  out  the  first  section.   If  the 

SDtleman  will  consent  to  leave  the  first  section  in 
B  billj  he  may  sest  assured  the  remaining  aec- 
tiou  will  obviate  every  olqection  which  he  has 
raised  against  the  first  section,  and  against  the  bill 
itself. 

My  £eiand  frcan  Pwnsylvania  (Mr.  Baldwin) 
has  challenged  one  sood  and  substantial  reason 
why  salaries  which  nave  been  established  by  law 
sbcKild  be  altered.  Sir,  I  will  endeavor  to  give 
him  at  least  one  eood  and  substantial  reason,  and 
one  which  I  think  will  satisfy  him.  If  the  salary 
of  any  officer,  although  it  may  have  been  fixed  by 
law,  is  found  inadequate  to  the  sopport  of  the  offi- 
cer, or  so  low  that  a  competent  omcer  will  not  ac- 
o^t  the  office,  I  presume  he  would  agree  with  me 
tut  it  ought  to  be  increased.  But,  sir,  I  have  one 
reason  to  offer  in  favor  of  the  reduction  of  the 
present  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Government — 
they  hare  within  a  few  years  been  greatly  in- 
creased. The  Legislatures  of  almost  every  State 
in  this  Union  have  reduced  the  salaries  of  their 
own  officers  i  this  is  an  expttmon  of  the  voice 
ike  people,  which  cannot  be  miaonderstood.  I  aik 
th«  oeatlenun  to  look  at  the  proceedings  of  the- 
L^iibtnte  of  Pennsylvania!  the  voiee  of  the 
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people  has  been  folly  expressed,  and  it  must,  and 
wilt  be  respected. 

But,  sir,  I  have  other  reasons  for  voting  against 
the  proposition  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  this 
UU.  Equal  justice  is  not  done  to  the  officers  un- 
der the  present  system.  Officers  of  the  same  raa^ 
aod  performing  the  same  duties,  do  not  receive 
equal  compensation  for  the  same  services.  The 
monthly  pay  of  your  officers,  which  is  fixed  hf 
law,  i<Hms  bat  a  small  part  of  the  aDootmenlsj 
other  charges  and  allowances  depend  upon  the 
Btatonente  of  the  officers  themaelves,  and  it  is  by 
no  means  certain  ^t  the  most  honest  recave  the 
greatest  emoluments. 

It  is  important  that  the  compensation  be  fixed 
and  known  to  i»event  imposition  and  frauds.  The 
returns,  which  have  been  made  to  this  House  dur- 
ing the  present  session^  of  the  amount  of  compen- 
sation to  different  officers,  vary^  very  much  in 
amount.  By  recurring  to  the  printed  documents, 
it  appears  that  the  estimated  compensation  to  a 
Major  Gieneral  varies,  or  ratbes  vibrates,  from  five 
to  seven  thousand  dollars,  while  the  amount  of 
pay  fixed  bv  law  is  but  two  thousand  dollars  per 
month,  maxing  $2,400  per  annum. 

Sir,  the  people  have  a  right  to  know  the  amount 
which  they  pay  for  services.  This  Home  surdly 
ought  to  know  it.  Pass  this  bill ;  give  to  each  a 
fixed  salary,and  you  will  know  the  precise  amount 
But,  under  the  present  system,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  no  member  of  this  House  does  know,  or 
can  know  the  amount  which  has  been,  or  will  be^ 
paid  to  the  officers  of  your  army. 

The  Committee  on  Military  A&irs  are  certainly 
entitled  to  the  dianks  of  this  House^  and  of  the 
nation,  for  their  patient  and  laborious  investigation. 
And  it  will  not  be  claimed  that  the  bill  does  not 
provide  liberal  salaries  for  most  of  the  officers  in 
the  army ;  but,  sir.  I  beg  leave  to  inquire  for  some 
reason  why  the  salary  of  the  Professor  of  Natoral 
aod  Experimental  Philosophy,  who  is  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point, 
should  not  be  entitled  to  the  same  salary  as  officers 
in  the  army  of  the  same  rank  7  By  your  law^ 
his  rank  is  that  of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel ;  and, 
while  the  bill  fixes  the  salary  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nels at  $1,600  per  annum,  the  salary  whkth  is  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  is  only  91,000. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  committee  had  staiei 
that  the  salaries  of  the  professors  in  that  iostitDtioB 
have  been  regolated  by  those  of  other  literary  in- 
stitotions,  But.  sir,  I  cannot  be  satisfied  with  the 
salary  of  $1,000  ibr  the  gentleman  who  presides 
over  that  institution,  holing  the  rank  which  the 
law  gives  him,  while  officers  of  the  same  grade  ia 
the  army  receive  $1,600;  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  concur  with  the  Cranmittee  in  fiUing  the 
blank  with  $1,000,  but  will  allow  to  this  officer  a 
salary  of  1.500,  according  to  his  rank. 

No  gentleman  will  contend  that  hisses-vices  are 
less  arduous,  or  less  useful,  or  that  less  talents  are 
indispensably  necessary  to  fill  this  office,  than  of 
a  Lientttant  Colonel  in  the  army.  Besides,  gen- 
tlemen onght  to  recollect  that  this  officer  was  se- 
lected, IvMx.  Jefferson,  (then  Preridmt,)  «  ac- 
count of  bis  superior  qualifications,  at  Uw  due  of 
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thefinA  institationof  this  school  of  military  scimoe, 
as  the  first  President  of  the  Academy ;  and,  io  ad- 
dition to  this,  that  he  left  an  office  with  a  salary 
oOfSfiOO  per  annam,  at  the  partienlar  ud  urgent 
a^Mitation  of  that  enli^teaed  staKsmaD-  And  I 
•ppeBl  tt>  the  Committee,  whether  it  would  be  just 
and  ratKmaUeto  make  the  reduction  of  the  salary 
of  this  officer^  as  prc^xwed  by  the  bill  ?  Can  the 
ffentleman  point  oat  a  sin^e  instance  in  which 
ue  imadent  of  a  literary  institntioa  does  not  re- 
ceive a  greater  salary  than  the  other  instroctors  t 
If  yoQ  refer  to  jour  laws,  yon  there  find  the  Mher 
professors  holding  the  rankof  Majors,  and  of  coarse 
Teceiring  a  less  salary  than  this  officer,  who  holds 
the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel.  I  presume  it  is 
not  desieaed  to  degrade  this  officer  from  his  pres- 
ent ran^  and  I  hope  the  Hoase  will  be  disposed 
not  to  rednce  his  pay  below  his  rank. 

HaTiag  got  thnuigb  the  UU,  the  Committee 
rose,  an^  reported  it  to  the  Hmise  witii  amend- 
moits;  and  the  House  adjoamed. 


FaiDAY,  February  16. 
In  calling  over  the  States  for  the  reception  of 
petitions,  when  petitions  were  calk'd  for  from  Ten- 
nessee— 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennetuwe,  rose  and  said  that, 
from  the  commencement  of-tbe  session,  he  had 
diacoTered  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the  House 
lud,  in  his  call  for  petitions  from  the  States,  uni- 
formly called  for  petitions  from  "  the  delegate  from 
Missouri;"  when,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  no 
■neh  personage  in  this  House,  and  therefore  moved 
a  dtscontinnance  of  such  call. 

Mr.  Speakeb  declared  nioh  motion  oat  of  order 
at  this  time,  and  Mr.  Jones  reluctandy  gave  way, 
a^wrently  with  an  intention  to  renew  the  propo- 
sition when  it  should  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of 
lighthouses  on  Cross  and  Pond  Islands,  in  the 
haibor  of  Boothbay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Oswego 
liver,  and  placing  buoys  on  the  Shoals  of  Nan- 
toeket  ana  Vineyard  Sound,  near  the  harbor  of 
Wickfnrd,  and  on  the  Altamaha  river,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1821. 

Mr.  CAnPBSLL,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Colonel  John  Girault, 
deceased,  accompanied  with  a  tail  for  their  relief; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  Message,  received  yesterday  from  the  Presi- 
dent OF  THE  United  States,  was  read,  trans- 
mitting to  the  House  the  following  letter  from 
the  Director  of  the  Mint : 

Hint  or  tbb  Unitsd  St^tkh, 

Januarjf  1,  1821. 

Sib  :  I  have  now  ths  honor  of  laying  before  you 
a  Tcport  of  ihe  operatkniB  of  the  Mint  for  the  last  year. 

Fiom  the  statement  of  the  Traasnier,  hertwift 
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transarittnl,  it  will  wppnr  that,  daring  Ihia  period, 
there  have  been  atniek  at  the  MiaN— 

In  Bold  coiiM,  363,806  pieces*  aoionntiog  to 
819,030  00. 

In  sUver  coiiw,  1,621,1&3  pieces,  amoaoting  to 
•601,680  70. 

And  in  copper  ceiiir,  4,407,650  [ueoes,  amoantiBg 
to  $44,076  AO, 

Making,  io  the  whole,  mx  millions  ibar  haadred 
aai  ninetj-two  tfaonsand  flvehnadml  and  nine  pieciaj 
amoanttDg  to  $1,864,786  SS. 

The  above  coinage  of  gold  and  mtnr  has,  in  tut, 
been  the  work  of  no  more  than  nine  montlu ;  flir, 
trom  tb«  deficimey  of  d^mites,  the  actoal  coioage 
did  not  commence  till  tbe  beginDingof  April,  and  woe 
swi  afterwards  freqceotly  ioten-Qpted,  fivm  the  aamo 
eaote.  The  press  employed  in  the  copper  coinage  did 
not  continae  in  operation  more  lhaa  nx  meatbe,  as 
tbe  quantity  of  copper  coins  had  accamalated  ftr  be- 
yond tbe  public  demand. 

From  the  abon  statement,  with  other  well  aieer- 
tatned  data,  it  may,  I  presume,  bo  coofidentiv  sfBrmed, 
that  tbe  Mint,  in  its  present  improved  atate,  will  be 
found  fully  adequate  lo  all  the  purpoees  for  whidi  it 
was  originally  eatsblishcd. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  && 

R.  PATTERSON. 
JixEs  MoxaoK,  Praidmt  of  the  U.  S. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
PAY  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  bill  to  fix  and  equalize  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
said  amendments  being  read,  were  in  part  concor- 
red  io,  and  in  part  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  further  to  amend  tbe  biU, 
by  striking  out  these  words,  being  the  latter  clause 
of  tbe  4th  section :  "  to  a  cadet,  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  dollars  per  annum,  and  two  rations  per 
day."  And,  also,  to  insert  in  the  bill  a  new  sec- 
tion, as  the  fifth,  to  wit : 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  eneeUd,  That  all  laws 
or  parts  of  laws,  allowing  pay  and  ralions  tu  tbe  cadets 
of  tbe  Military  Academy,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealed,  from  and  after  tbe  1st  day  of  Msy  neit,  and 
that  fhna  and  lAer  the  period  albroisid  the  eadets  aro 
released  from  any  obligation  diey  may  be  under  Io 
remain  at  said  Academy,  or  in  the  aerrlee  of  Uie  Uni- 
ted States. 

And  tbe  quetition  being  taken  to  agree  to  the  said 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  uie  native — 
yeas  27,  nays  116,  as  fcrflows: 

YxAs — Merara.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tenaeesee,  Baker, 
Ball,  BIackledg«,  Bryan,  Cannon,  Cocke,  Earle,  Gray, 
Groas  ofNew  York,  Hooks,  Uostetter,  Johnson,  Kend- 
all, McCreary,  Matealf,  Patterson,  Phikon,  Rbea, 
Roi8,  Sawyer,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Tucker  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  Walker,  and  Wallace. 

Nats — Meaars.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Maisacbusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Anderaon,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Archer  of  Tirginia,  Bddwin,  Bsiboor,  Baleman,  Bay- 
ly, Beeper,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brevard,  Bruah,  Baf^ 
fam,  Bntler  of  Lonisiana,  Campbell,  Case,  Glagett, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafta,  Crawfnd,  Ciowell,  Onl- 
brrtb,  Cnlpeper,  Carimian,  Cotbbeit,  Dane,  Dactii^ 
ton,  Davidson,  Deimison,  I)owitt,  Diokinson,  Edwasda 
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of  CoDDecticut,  Edwardt  of  Penn^lTaiiu,  Edwudvof 
Nortii  CaroIiDa.  Ttj,  ¥\oyd.  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gar- 
nett,  Gorhim,  Grou  of  New  Yoik,  Gajoa,  Hacklejr* 
Hell  of  Neir  York.  Hell  of  North  CeroUne,  HemphiU, 
Heniti,  Hibehman,  Hill,  Jeckeon,  Joaea  of  Virginia, 
Eioaey,  Kinalejr,  Ltthrop,  Uncoln,  Little,  Liveruore, 
Hselay,  McCoy,  McCallougfa,  MeLeen  of  Keatueky, 
Malleoli  Marchaod,  Mei^,  Montgomery,  R.  Moore, 
8.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Mnrray,  Neale,  Nel- 
aon  of  MaaaachQsette,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Parker,  of  MaMaebueelta,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pbelpa, 
Finckney,  Pitcher,  Plamer,  Rankin,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertaon,  Rogera,  Ruaa,  Btr- 
nant,  Shaw,  Silabee,  Simkiaa,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New 
Jaiaay,  Smith  of  Noith  Carolina,.  Sterew,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Sweaiingen,  ToBlitwon,  Tracy, 
l^Ier,  UdfM^  Tan  Resaaelaer,  Warfield,  Weodorer, 
Williama  of  Virginia,  WiDiama  of  North  Cendina, 
and  Wood. 

Mr.  Foot  mored  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  4th  section  thereof  the  following 
proviso : 

Provided,  That  no  appointment  of  cadets  in  ssid 
Academy  aball  be  made  until  the  number  ahall  be  re- 
duced to  one  hundred :  and  fiom  and  after  that  period 
the  number  of  cadets  in  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point  aball  not  exceed  one  hundred :  And  pro- 
vided further.  That  each  cadet  ahall  be  liable  to  aerTe 
in  the  Anny,  at  leaat  five  yeara,  nnleaa  diamiMed  the 
eer^ee  for  nuacondnet. 

And  the  qnestion  being  token  to  agree  to  the 
said  proviso,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WiLUAMB,  of  North  Carolioa,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein  the  following 
section,  as  the  fifth : 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  num- 
ber of  cadets  in  the  Military  Academy  shall  not,  alter 
the  firftt  day  of  May  next,  exceed  one  hundred ;  and 
that  the  supernumerary  cadets  shatl  be  diacharged 
from  aerrice,  in  aucb  manner  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
aball  determioe. 

And  the  qnestion  beiog  taken  thereon,  it  was 
also  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Canhoh  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  therein  the  following  section,  as  the 
fifth,  viz : 

Sac.  S.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  no  cadet 
now  in  aaid  ioatilatienf  or  hereafter  admitted,  ahall  be 
entitled  to  the  pay  and  tationa  allowed  by  law,  unleas 
H  ehall  be  made  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  that  the  parents  of  the  cadet  are  una- 
ble to  pay  for  bia  support  while  there. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
also  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  being  further  amended,  Mr.  Cannon 
moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  thereof  bv 
striking  out  the  word  fiw,  contained  in  the  twelfth 
line  olthat  section,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  inserting 
the  word  one,  so  as  to  reduce  the  cadets  to  one 
ration  per  day  each ;  which  motion  being  n^- 
tived— 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  would  propose  to  strike 
(Hit  that  part  of  the  bill  which  related  to  the  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  of  the  army.  His  reasons  for 
doing  so  he  woold  state  in  as  concise  a  manner  as 
he  could.  He  said  he  had  voted  for  the  redaction 
of  the  army  with  a  view  to  retrenchment  and 
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economy,  and  that,  from  a  view  to  the  same  prin- 
ciples, he  was  induced  to  make  the  present  motitm. 
Two  objects  only,  he  said,  had  been  suggested  fcx 
the  introduction  of  this  bill :  one  was  to  prevent 
impositions  upon  the  Government,  in  the  commu- 
tation of  rations,  quarters,  forage,  &c.,  the  other 
was  to  save  the  expense  of  some  twelve  or  fifteen 
or  more  clerks  that  were  engaged  in  kequng  these 
commutation  accounts ;  that  he  did  not  conceive 
that  that  part  of  the  bill  was  calculated  to  produce 
any  saving  to  the  Government,  but  would,  in  his 
opmion,  tend  to  increase  rather  than  duninish  Ae 
expense.  That  he  had  been  led  to  bdiere  that 
some  system  of  the  kind  proposed  was  necessarv 
to  prevent  future  abuses,  and  would  cut  ofi*  much 
expense  to  the  Qovernment ;  that  he  had  therefore 
been  favorable  to  any  plan  which  would  efieet  a 
beneficial  change.  That  since  the  subject  had 
been  agitated,  he  had  examined  into  it,  and  had 
endeavored  to  understand  it :  that  his  investiga- 
tions and  reflections  had  induced  him  to  believe 
that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  would  produce  a 
very  different  result  from  what  the  movers  of  it 
intended :  that  the  accounts  for  the  commutations 
of  rations,  quarters,  forage,  &c.,  had  been  furnish- 
ed by  the  War  Department,  item  by  item,  which 
every  member  of  the  House  had  seen:  that  he  had 
examined  them,  and  found  no  such  eontonptated 
impositions.  He  siid  that  whatever  may  have 
happened  in  former  times,  he  felt  well  satisfied 
that,  from  the  clear  manner  in  which  these  ac- 
counts were  now  kept,  and  from  the  strict  ac- 
countability which  was  diffused  throughout  the 
whole  of  that  department,  impositions  of  that  kind 
could  now  rarelv  happen  without  detection,  and 
detection  would  produce  discharge  from  office: 
that  as  to  the  saving  of  clerks,  mat  part  of  the 
subject  was  left  where  it  was  before ;  for  by  this 
bill,  said  he.  you  wilt  allow  transportation  extra, 
and  you  will  also  allow  the  officers  to  have  rations 
at  the  contract  price,  to  be  deducted  from  their 
wages :  so  that  here  are  the  same  sort  of  accounts 
still  to  be  kept,  for  thepurpose  of  deduction  instead 
of  addition,  which  neither  adds  to  nor  diminisha 
the  labor ;  so  that  the  second  object  proposed  to  be 
attained,  the  saving  of  the  expense  or  clerks,  is 
also  defeated. 

There  is,  said  he,  another  objecUon  to  the  im- 
posed change,  that,  however  well  it  might  look 
on  paper,  or  sound  in  theory,  it  woold  opente 
most  unequally  and  unjustly  among  officers  of  the 
same  grade.  For  example,  said  he,  the  pay  of  a 
colon^  is  900  dollars  per  annum ;  his  rations,  if 
commuted  for  money,  would  amount  to  438  dol- 
lars, making  a  total  oi  1,338  dollars  for  pay  aad 
rations.  Tnis  bill  proposes  to  give  each  ewond 
$1,800  per  year,  in  lieu  of  the  presentpay  and  ra- 
tions, &.C.,  except  transportation,  wnicn  is  still 
allowed. 

This  addition  of  near  five  hundred  dollars  was, 
he  presumed,  intended  in  lieu  of  forage,  quarien, 
&c.  Great  portion  of  our  army,  said  be,  are  ^Bar- 
tered on  the  frontier,  where  qoarters  are  funusbed 
by  the  Government,  and  forage  and  fuel  by  the 
soldionk  and  does  not  now  cost  the  GorenuDent  m 
cent.  Is  there  any  reason,  then,  for  dua  additiraia! 
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pay  to  them  1  Certainly  not.  Tbe  same  grade 
of  officers  stationed  in  the  interior  and  seaport 
towns,  have  aecessariljr  to  purchase  their  forage, 
fuel,  Ac.,  and  the  additioaat  sum  proposed  may 
not  be  more  than  will  meet  what  they  may  neces- 
sarily expend  on  those  articles.  The  same  areu- 
ment  will  apply  to,  and  the  same  results,  said  lie, 
are  applicable  to,  every  other  erade  of  officers  in 
the  army.    The  same  rule  is  ued  for  all. 

Mr.  J.  said,  for  his  part,  he  could  see  neither 
jostice  to  the  officers  nor  saving  to  the  Qorern- 
ment  from  the  plan  proposed  by  the  sections  he 
viriied  stricken  out.  Beside^  you  propose  to  pay 
each  officer  the  same,  whether  he  is  on  furlough 
or  in  actud  iCTvice.  By  the  present  relations 
of  the  War  Department,  no  officer  on  furlough  is 
entitled  to  either  forage,  fuel,  trans^rtation,  or 
qtiarters.  Nor  does  he  receive  them  either  in  kind 
or  in  monevj  nor  as  many  rations.  Yet  you  give 
aU  by  thb  bill,  in  service  or  on  furloagh. 

Mr.  JoBRBOif  said,  that  the  gentleman  who  had 
reported  this  bill,  (Mr.  Cocke,)  he  understood  to 
Mv.  that  the  additional  allowances  made  to  the 
diOerent  officers  was  barely  sufficient  for  tbe  per- 
quisites thus  commuted.  If,  he  said,  it  was  barely 
sufficient  for  the  officers  on  the  outposts^  they  are 
not,  then,  sufficient  for  those  stationed  m  the  in- 
terior and  at  seaports.  But,  if  sufficient  for  those 
in  the  iDterior  and  seaports,  where  every  thing  is 
to  be  purchased  at  the  dearest  ratej  it  is  then  more 
than  Boffielait  for  those  stationed  at  the  outposts, 
where  these  things  are  purchased  by  the  soldiers 
and  the  Qoveroment  without  chai^  and  therefore 
operates  unequally  and  unjustly  upon  the  officers 
ta  tbe  Army,  and  against  the  Qovenunent.  He 
said  he  believed  the  old  way  the  best,  to  pay  for 
so  much  as  is  necessary,  aud  where  necessary,  and 
not  pay  for  it,  whether  necessary  or  not.  He  fur- 
ther said,'  that  no  officer  now  was  allowed  for 
forage,  fuel,  nor  any  thing  else,  unless  necessa- 
ry, and  was  actually  used ;  for  such,  he  repeated, 
was  tbe  accuracy  and  strictness  with  which  that 
department  was  now  administered,  that  no  im- 
proper or  unnecessary  charge  was  now  allowed  or 
paid,  and,  if  attempted,  would  not  escape  the  ani- 
madversion of  the  head  of  the  department 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  another  objection  to  this  part 
of  the  bill !  that  it  was  •  novel  attempt  to  convert 
the  military  into  a  eivil  department  The  history 
of  no  country  furnished  an  instance  of  the  kioa -, 
that  gentlemen  would  acknowledge — it  would  not 
answer  for  a  state  of  war.  So  far  as  he  had  un- 
derstood, there  was  no  complaint  as  to  the  salaries 
of  she  officers.  He  believed  the  pay  to  officers 
WIS  the  same  now  as  in  the  Revolution.  But  if 
the  pay  of  the  officers  is  too  high,  he  would  go 
with  gentlemen  to  reduce  tbe  waees,  to  reduce  the 
rations,  to  reduce  the  forage,  the  quarters,  and 
every  other  perquisite.  He  could  not  view  tbe  pre- 
sent proposition  as  effecting  any  reduction ;  and 
from  every  view  he  had  been  able  lo  give  tbe  sub- 
ject, he  saw  no  purpose  to  be  answered  by  that 
part  of  the  bill,  unless  it  were  to  increase  expense, 
to  produce  inequality  in  the  pay  of  officers  of  the 
same  grade,  and  to  convert  the  military  into  a  civil 
eatabluhment  He  was  the  adroeate  of  eeaonomy, 
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but  not  that  sort  of  economy  proposed  by  this  bill; 
an  economy  enhancing  expenditure,  and  destroying 
the  system  it  proposed  to  regulate. 

Mr.  J.  said,  that  the  residue  of  the  bill  he  was  in 
favor  of,  because  it  tended  to  lessen  tbe  expense  of 
tbe  Military  Academy,  which  was  in  fact  station- 
ary, and  a  civil  establishment,  intended  to  produce 
materials  only  for  war,  not  to  move  in  war  itself; 
and  in  relation  to  which  no  difficulty  existed  in 
commuting  all  perquisites. 

Mr.  J.  said,  in  conclusion,  that,  from  every  con- 
sideration he  had  given  the  suoject,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  present  plan  of  payment,  under 
the  present  arrangement  and  management  of  the 
department,  was  to  be  greatly  [ireferred.  in  its 
economy  to  the  Government,  in  its  eq|uality  and 
justice  to  the  officers,  and  as  more  cauutoit  with 
the  nature  of  military  inwrations,  to  the  one  pro- 
posed by  the  part  oi  the  bill  he  then  moved  to 
strike  out 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  the  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DEATH  OF  WILLIAM  A.  BURWELL. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  then  announced  the 
death  of  William  A.  Bchweli.,  a  member  of  this 
House  from  that  State :  Whereupon, 

Ruolved,  unonitnoutly.  That  s  committee  bo  tp- 
pointed  to  take  order  for  sopenDtendiDg  the  fbaenl 
of  WitiiAX  A.  fiuawiLL,  deceued,  lito  a  Repre- 
sentatiTe  from  tbe  State  of  VirgtDia. 

Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Ranoolph,  Mr.  Newtoh, 
Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Tyler,  and  Mr. 
Alexander  Smyth,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

Raohed,  unanimousty,  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  teatirj  their  reapect  for  tbe  memory  of 
William  A.  Burwell,  late  one  of  Uteir  body,  by  wear- 
ing crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  renstttdar  of  the 
•canon. 

Seaoleed,  untmimoiuhft  That  the  raembere  will 
attend  the  fimeral  of  the  ute  William  A.  Bnrwell,  to- 
morrow at  10  o*elod[. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  Wiluah  A.  Bus- 
WELL,  late  a  member  of  tbia  House,  and  that  his 
funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock, 
A.  M. 

Mr.  Nelson  informed  the  House  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  deceased  to  be  interred  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  and  tbe  attendance  of  the  members  on 
the  funeral  would  not  be  reqoired  beyond  the  lines 

of  the  city. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


Satchdat,  February  17. 

The  House  met,  and,  together  with  the  Senate, 
attended  the  funeral  of  the  late  Willau  A.  Boa- 
WELL,  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements  appointed  for  that  pui^ 
pose;  and,  having  returned  to  their  Chamber, 
on  moti(Hi:~- 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Death  ^  Wmm  A.  BmlL 
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MoHDAT,  Febraaiy  19. 

The  SraAKBH  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  GoTeraor  of  Pennsylrania,  enclosiD^  the  re- 
turns of  the  election  of  j)ersons  to  represent  that 
State  in  this  Home  daring  the  Berenteenth  Cod- 
eress ;  whieh  tetter  and  retnma  were  ordered  to 
Ue  (HI  the  table. 

The  Sfbaebr  also  laid  before  the  House  a  tetter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  precise  amount  of  the  sneeial 
depoaites  to  the  credit  of  theTr^sury  of  the  United 
States,  rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
this  House  of  the  Idth  of  January  last;  which  let- 
ter and  statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tmUe. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  prerent 
abases  m  public  contracts ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table.  It  is  as  fdlows : 

Be  it  enaded,  That,  fnm  and  after  the  piMage 
of  tlUa  act»  no  dork  in  any  dopartment,  or  otber  penoo 
hoHiny  in  ofllea  nndar  the  wtreniiDrat  of  the  United 
Statea,  BhaU,  directly  or  indirectly,  hiiMelf,  or  by  any 
ether  pvraoo  in  tratt  for  him  or  for  hi«  um  or  b«iiefit, 
or  on  nil  account,  undertake,  execute,  hold,  or  enjoy, 
in  the  irbole  w  in  part,  any  coiUnct  or  agreement 
hereafter  to  be  made  or  eatered  into  with  moj  offloer 
of  the  United  Stales,  on  their  behalf,  or  wilh  any  per> 
mok  aatherixed  lo  make  contracts  on  the  put  of  the' 
United  States;  and  if  ai^  clerk  m  person  holding  an 
offlee  under  the  GoTsmnani  of  the  United  Statea,  di- 
netly  or  indiretdly,  himtelf  or  liy  any  other  person  in 
tnut  for  htm,  or  Ibr  his  use  or  benefit,  or  on  hia  ac> 
count,  enter  iou>,  accept  o(  or  agree  for,  undertake, 
or  execute,  any  such  contract  or  egreement,  on  the 
whole  or  in  part,  erery  audi  clerk  or  officer  m  offend- 
ing ahaJl,  for  every  like  offence,  upon  conTictien  thereof 
before  any  oourt  of  the  United  Sutae,  or  of  Uie  terri- 
toriee  thereof  having  eogatianee  of  sneh  ofsoee,  be 
•djadged  guilty  of  a  miedemeanor,  and  shall  bo  flnad 
om  thouaaod  dollare,  and  atpo  be  deemed  incapable  of 
holding  any  appointment  or  office  under  the  Govern- 
■Mit  of  llw  United  Statea ;  and  every  auch  contract 
origreement,  n  tfamaid,  ahall  moreover  be  abeelntely 
void  and  of  no  effect:  Provided,  newertheleu.  That  in 
ti\  caaea  where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  shall  have 
been  advanced  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea,  in 
eonsiderarion  of  any  such  eontraet  or  ■greement,  the 
same  shall  be  forthwith  repaid ;  and,  in  eaae  of  delay 
or  reftual  to  pay  the  eam«,  wben  demanded  by  the 
proim  oflkerof  the  department  under  whose  eutbori^ 
aucB  eontraet  or  agreement  ahall  have  been  made  or 
antered  into,  every  auoh  peraoa  ao  delaying  or  refnnng, 
together  with  his  surety  or  sureties,  shell  be  forthwith 
preeeeuted  at  law  for  the  recovery  of  any  aoeh  oam  or 
sums  of  money  advanced  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  to  the  House  an  amend- 
ment which  he  intends  to  propose  to  the  bill  to 
r^ulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  for  otber  par- 
poses,  when  the  same  shall  come  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House :  which  amendment  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taue. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
sent to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the 
reeolutioo  adopted  by  this  House  on  the  10th  in- 
stant, in  relation  to  the  contest  now  carrying  on 
between  Spain  and  her  South  American  ecdoniea, 
reported— 


That  the  committee  had  aeoording  to  order  presented 
the  reoolutioD  to  the  President;  thatthaFresident  as- 
sured the  committee  that,  in  coaUBOO  with  the  petals 
of  the  United  Statea  and  the  House  of  RofReentativea. 
be  felt  great  Interest  in  the  success  of  the  provinces  of 
Spanish  America  which  are  struggling  to  establish 
their  freedom  and  independence ;  and  that  be  would 
take  the  resolution  into  deliberate  consideration,  wilh 
the  most  perfect  respect  for  the  distingniahed  body  from 
which  it  bad  emanated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  makiuff  proyision  by  law  for  the  reim- 
bursement to  the  Jplanters*  Bank  of  New  Orlean^ 
of  certain  advances  made  by  it  tipon  paj  rolls  of 
the  Army- 
Mr.  Clay  accompanied  the  above  reaolntion 
wi^  sundry  documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of 
the  said  iKink ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

PAY  OF  ARMY  0FFI0EB8. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  die  bill 
to  fix  and  equalize  the  pay  of  the  ofEeers  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States ;  when— 

Mr.  Case  mored  further  to  amend  the  said  bill, 
by  striking  out  the  fourth  section  thereof,  and  in- 
serting the  following  sections  in  its  stead,  viz : 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  Jitrlher  enaettd.  That  there  be 
paid  to  the  SupMintendeat  of  the  MiKtaiy  Academy, 
one  thousand  nght  hundred  doUan  poraMinn ;  to  lbs 
profbsser  of  natural  and  experimental  pblloeophy,  one 
thousand  aix  koadred  doUara ;  to  hie  assistant,  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollais ;  to  the  paefteeot  of  nutbe. 
maliea,  one  thousand  six  hundred  di^lais ;  to  his  &»• 
^^Qt,  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  lo  the  prafassex 
of  eugineering  and  military  tactics,  one  thousud  six 
hundred  dollara ;  to  hia  assistant,  niae  huudied  and 
fifty  dollars ;  to  the  chaplain  and  prafasser  of  goog- 
rsphy,  biaiory,  and  ethics,  one  ihoasand  m  bandied 
dollars;  to  the  teacher  of  the  French  language,  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  to  the  teacher  of  drawing, 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  to  the  master  of  the 
aword,  five  hundred  dollars;  to  each  cadet,  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  doUara  and  two  rations ;  Provided,  of- 
VNtvi,  That  whenever  the  place  of  residence  of  a  cadet 
shall  be  at  a  greater  distance  thaa  one  hundred  milsi 
from  said  Aeaden^,  he  ahall  be  allowed  at  tfte  rate  sf 
twelve  cents  and  a  half  per  mile  for  his  trav^ing  sx- 
pensee  in  g^ng  to,  and  returning  from,  said  Academy ; 
first  deducting  ftom  thedistaiUM  travelled  one  haodred 
miles,  and  allowiag  for  no  more  than  onoe  going  and 
rrturnittg. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  il  further  enaded^  1'bat  do  nwia 
eadeta  shall  be  admitted^in  eaid  Academy  until  lha 
nambn-  ahall  be  reduced  by  the  annual  giaduation  is 
one  hundred  and  nine^,  and  that  after  that  pwiodas 
greater  number  of  cadets  shall  ha  educated  at  the  aaM 
time  in  sud  Academy. 

Sac.  6.  And  bt  it  farther  maeted,  That  in  aeleet- 
ing  the  cadets  fat  said  Academy,  one  shall  be  taken 
from  each  Congressional  district,  one  from  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  one  from  each  territory,  provided  that 
application  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  from  ihe 
respective  districta  before  the  time  for  filling  the  vacan- 
cies has  srrived  ;  and  in  case  there  should  be  no  appfi- 
calion  from  any  one  or  more  district^  it  dull  be  Uw- 
fiil  fte  the  Secrataiy  of  War  to  select  a  eadat  «r  eadeta 
I  ftoB  the  other  diaitlets  fimn  irtdeh  applicaUws  fax 
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admiMtoB  tn  mIiI  AoadvatT  ha**  be«D  made,  itotil  the 
wIh^  Dnmber  of  cadeli  shall  amoaat  to  od*  hudrad 

and  oiDtt^' 

Sk.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  oiher  per- 
wai  tbia  cadcte,  o[  a  ■aitabls  *go,  (not  ezceediog  in 
DQiaber  oa«  hnndredi)  who  may  be  deatrona  of  beiuit 
ioaUvctcd  ia  aaiil  Aeadeay,  altalt  ba  pennlttod  mo  to 
be,  e>  makioK  application  to  Um  Secretaty  of  War  for 
that  porpoae :  Fmidedt  That  Huy  coafbrm  in  all 
thinfa  to  the  nitei  and  regulation*  of  aald  ioititution, 
and  anbrntt  to  the  ilitcipline  of  nid  Academy,  in  all 
respects  at  if  they  were  cadets,  and  support  themselves 
at  their  own  eipense  during  the  term  of  their  education. 

8bg.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  super- 
intendent and  each  of  the  professors  of  said  Academy 
•hall  be  penaitted  to  reside,  during  the  tine  he  shall 
bo  employod  aa  albmaid,  in  aaid  Acadeny,  in  auch 
one  of  the  poblle  bnUdiDfi  aa  the  Saeretaty  of  War 
■ny  Mgnate,  rent  fne. 

Mr.  Cahhom  ntored  to  amend  this  amendment 
by  scrfkhiff  ont  the  rtUiona,  Vith  ibe  riew  of  add- 
ing in  lien  of  them  a  certain  sum  to  the  annual 
alrowance  in  money. 

This  motion  was  negatired ;  and  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Case,  being  sopported  by  himself  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Cocce,  the  question  was  taken  on 
■gredng  thereto,  and  decided  in  the  native. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  proposed  the 
amendment  to  the  bill  indicated  by  him  on  Friday 
lait,  to  strike  ont  the  whole  of  the  bill  except  that 
part  which  relates  to  the  Military  Academy.  i 

Thia  motion  was  negatived  without  detuitc.  | 

Mr.. Cannon,  expressing  bi.i  regret  at  having  I 
failed  in  his  several  motions  to  amend  this  bilF, ' 
said  he  would  make  one  other  effort.  He,  there- 
fore moved  to  amend  the  part  relating  to  the  pay 
of  the  cadets,  so  as  lo  allow  them  ninety-six  dol- 
lars per  annum  instead  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  dollars,  as  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cahhon  said,  he  would  not  hare  brought 
this  lofaject  before  the  House  by  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  now  under  oonaideration,  onlv  for  the  cir* 
evmatance  that  it  oonld  not  be  brought  up  in  any 
other  way  during  the  present  session.  The  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  had  beea  rdlmed  had  not  y^ 
made  a  xeport,  andi  whoi  made,  mold  not  prob- 
■Uj  bein  time  to  be  finally  acted  on}  and,  in  ad- 
ditum  to  this,  the  bill  before  the  House  contains 
nroTiuons  nsnUtting  the  pay  of  the  teachers,  pro- 
liniffli  and  ndets,  of  this  Academy ;  therefore,  he 
thoogbt  this  tiw  most  proper  time,  and  the  only 
opputlunity  that  would  be  afibrded,  to  try  the  sense 
of  the  Hotise,  which  he  wished  to  aee  expressed  on 
the  sab^eot.  He  said,  the  amendmoit  he  had  of- 
fered did  not  contenqdate  the  diacontinoance  of 
this  Academy,  but,  if  adopted  by  the  Hwise,  would 
leasen  the  public  expenditure  on  it  very  much. 
The  Acadony,  and  the  teachers  and  professors 
emi^oyed  in  it,  would  stilt  be  supported  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  but  the  cadets 
woold  not  receive  the  enormous  pay  and  emolu- 
ments they  bad  done  heretofore.  He  thought  the 
aniendment  he  had  offered  went  far  enou^,  and, 
indeed,  farthar  than  he  would  go,  was  it  entirely 
left  to  him,  far  hewonld  imtgive  one  dollar  out  of 
the  Txeasniy  of  the  United  &atee  for  its  support, 


or  that  of  any  other  institution  oondueted  oik  the 
same  intnciues.  He  had  always  thought  that  the 
principles  of  equality  were  amongst  the  best  prin- 
ciples maintained  m  our  Oovernment.  Equal 
liberty,  equal  rights,  and  equal  privileges,  should 
always  be  maintained  to  the  utmost  extent  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and  when  peculiar 
favor  is  .shown,  or  peculiar  privileges  and  emolu- 
ments granted,  it  ought  lo  be  done  <HiIy  on  the 

Sound  of  peculiar  merit.  But,  sir,  I  ask  this 
ouse  to  reflect  and  consider  what  we  are  doing 
bj  maintaining  this  estaUishmott,  and  paying  to 
the  sons  of  rich  men  the  araonnt  of  9^2  per 
year,  besides  smie  other  rmoloments.  This  is 
the  arooQnt  that  has  been  heretofore  idlowed,  in 

Ely  and  rations,  to  250  bovs  or  ]^uttg  men  tha  t  may 
tve  this  peculiar  favor  bestowed  on  them  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  or  Secretary  <^ 
War,  which  amounts  to  nothing  more  or  leas  than 
giviiig  to  these  Departments  of  the  Qovanmcnt 
not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  (the 
amount  expended  on  this  institution  heretofore,  in- 
cluding the  pay  of  teachers,  intifessors,  &c.,)  to  be 
distributed  among  their  peculiar  favorites,  or  th^ 
sons,  or  relatives.  I  am  unwilling  to  continue 
this  kind  of  patronage  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  to  give  it 
to  any  other  person ;  and  this  is  not  all,  sir :  ihne 
cadets  are  generally  the  sons  of  your  hods  of  De- 

SirlmeDto^  members  of  Congress,  Goremon  of 
tates,  officers  of  the  Army  and  Nary,  and  other 
puUic  characters;  men  or  wealth  and  inflaeiwe, 
on  whom  you  are  not  only  so  hivishly  bestowing 
the  people's  money,  Imt  are  doing  what  is  worse, 
if  possible ;  you  afterwards  sive  commissions  in 
your  Army  and  Navy  in  preference  to,  and  to  the 
utter  exclusion  of,  every  other  person  in  the  United 
States,  who  is  not  so  fortunate  as  to  be  made  one 
of  this  privil^ed  order,  but  who  has  been  educated 
at  the  expense  of  his  parmts  or  the  sweat  of  his 
own  brow.  No  matter  what  their  merits  may  be ; 
no  matter  how  much  military  science,  or  however 
well  qualified,  they  are  all  excltided  from  being  of- 
fioers,  to  give  {dace  to  these  favorites ;  and  if  they 
enter  your  service  at  all,  it  must  be  as  private  sol- 
diers, to  be  "  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water,** 
for  these  highly  favored  few.  Is  this,  I  ask  yoo, 
sir,  consiitent  with  the  |dain  pineipleB  of  a  Re- 
poUiean  GoTemment  1  I  say  it  is  not.  Let  your 
offioca  be  Idk  firce  and  open  to  all  who  may  wiih 
to  obtain  them  by  ftir  and  hmcwaUe  competition, 
on  the  ground  of  superior  merit  alone.  I  object  to 
the  patronage  that  is  afforded  by  this  institution. 
I  also  object  to  this  mode  of  bestowing  favor  where 
there  is  no  merit ;  and  teaching,  at  the  puUic  ex- 
pense, persons,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
them  commissions  in  the  Army,  but  also  leading 
them  on  to  be  your  rulers  and  governors  in  the  end. 
The  circumstance  of  giving  these  cadets  a  prefer- 
ence to  the  commissions  in  the  Army,  be  said,  was 
calculated  to  put  down  all  spirit  of  emulation  to 
acquire  military  science  ia  all  the  other  literary  in- 
stitutions in  ihe  United  Slates,  as  well  ds  amongst 
the  militia  officers. 

What  encouraganent,  he  asked^  couldany  young 
man  have,  to  acquire  mtlitary  science,  who  is  not 
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made  one  of  tbis  "privileged  order?"  Or  what 
inducementii  are  held  oat  to  the  o£5cers  of  the 
militia  to  improve  in  military  science,  so  long 
as  these  highly  favored  cadets  are  to  hold  of  right 
all  the  commissions  of  your  Army?  You  keep 
out  all  others  to  give  places  to  them.  But^  sir, 
withdraw  your  support  from  this  aristocratic  msti- 
tutioD,  and  abandon  this  system  of  keeping  up  a 
privilef^  order  in  our  country,  and  muitary  sci- 
ence will,  I  have  no  doubt,  soon  become  a  part  of 
the  instruction  at  other  academies  and  colleges  in 
the  United  States.  He  nid,  if  he  was  correctly 
ioibrmedj  there  was  an  institutira  now  in  exist- 
ence in  the  State  of  Vermont,  (he  alluded  to  the 
school  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Parb-idge,) 
where  every  branch  of  mQitary  science  was  taught 
to  the  same  perfection  that  it  was  at  West  Pomt, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
furnish  the  Army  with  plenty  of  officers,  coold 
they  have  a  reference  given  them,  without  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  to  qualify  ^em. 
I  am  in  favor,  said  ne,  of  military  science,  when 
taught  on  any  general  plan  that  will  diffuse  it 
among  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  and  I  am  op- 
posed to  this  kind  of  science  being  confined  to  a 
few,  as  is  the  case,  in  regard  to  the  course  hereto- 
fore pursued.  He  denied  the  right  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  approiH-iate  the  people's  money 
to  any  such  partial  purposes.  I  will  admit,  nid 
he,  that  benefits  are  derived  from  this  inslitntion 
to  all  those  who  obtain  so  much  of  the  favor  of 
the  Executive  as  to  get  their  sons  not  only  educa- 
ted at  the  public  expense,  but  receive  lai^e  sums  of 
money  besides,  as  a  bounty. 

This  benefit,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  generally  be- 
stowed on  the  rich ;  the  poor  never  have  nor  never 
will  obtain  much  of  it ;  and  he  did  not  know  that 
it  added  much  to  the  science  of  the  country  in 
general ;  for  those  persons  who  had  their  sons  edu- 
cated at  this  academy,  at  the  public  expense,  were 
generally  able  to  give  them  an  education  at  thdi 
own  expense,  and  would  do  so  if  deprived  of  this 
privile^,  which  enabled  them  only  to  save  the 
expense  they  would  otherwise  incur,  and  lay  up 
■omethiug  besides  out  of  the  payj;iven  the  cadets. 
This  institution  was  first  set  on  loot,  said  Mr.  C., 
in  the  year  1602,  when  only  ten  cadets  were  al- 
lowed to  be  kept  there ;  and  this  continued  to  be 
the  whole  nnmher  until  the  year  1812,  (about  the 
time  the  declaration  of  war  took  place,)  when  the 
number  of  the  cadets  was  increased  to  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  the  present  number  allowed  by  law, 
with  the  pay  of  sixteen  duUars  per  month,  and  two 
latioBs  each ;  some  other  emoluments  have  been 
allowed,  he  believed,  besides.  Thus  it  has  crept 
along,  in  the  shade  of  executive  and  legislative 
patronage,  about  eighteen  years,  without  any  in- 
quiries having  been  made  respecting  the  amount 
of  public  money  expended  on  it,  or  the  people  of 
the  United  States  knowing  much  about  the  policy 
or  principles  it  i?  calculated  to  promote.  He  be- 
lieved he  could  venture  to  say  that  the  people 
knew  very  little  about  this  Military  Academy ;  nor 
had  they  generally  enjoyed  much  of  its  benefits, 
notwithstiuuling  the  vast  amount  of  their  money 
that  has  been  expended  to  keep  it  up.  He  had 
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no  doubt  but  that  the  heads  of  the  departmaits  of 
the  GovernmenL  the  members  of  Congress,  and 
their  particular  friends,  had  enjoyed  a  very  la^ 
share  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  this  mode  of 
expending  the  public  money.  Establish  a  feir 
more  institutions  of  the  same  character,  and  what 
is  the  consequence  1  Why,  sir,  it  must  be  to  take 
the  (Government  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people. 
And,  if  it  is  so  important  that  you  should  educate 
officers  for  your  regular  Army  at  public  expense^  it 
is  equally  as  important  to  educate  persons  at  pub- 
lic expense  to  fill  all  the  oihet  departments  of  the 
Qoveroment ;  and,  by  the  same  rule,  when  yon 
establish  those  institutions,  you  must  exclude  all 
who  are  not  admitted  to  be  educated  there  firom  a 
participation,  or  even  a  chance  of  obtaining  those 
offices.  Sir,  I  have  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  it 
was  an  aristocracy ;  and  I  repeat  it  to  be  one,  of 
the  rankest  order,  not  only  that  ever  existed  inUus 
Government,  but  that  ever  existed  in  any  known 
Grovernment  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  I  have  re- 
peatedly challenged  the  supporters  of  this  institu- 
tion to  meet  me  on  this  point,  and  show  its  Re- 
publican features ;  but  they  have  not  as  yet  nnder- 
taken  it,  nor  is  it  in  their  power  to  controvert  the 
facts  I  have  stated  to  the  House. 

Gentlemen  misunderstand  me  when  they  sup- 
pose that  I  am  opposed  to  the  encouragement  of 
military  science.  If  they  will  only  take  the  tnm- 
ble  to  examine  the  provisions  of  a  bill  I  fanre  re- 
ported to  the  House,  (by  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  sntnect  of  militia,)  they  will  find  I 
am  in  favor  of  disusing  military  science  tbrongb- 
out  the  whole  United  States,  not  only  to  extend 
it  to  every  State  and  Territory,  bat  equally  to 
every  brigade,  regiment,  and  even  to  every  cap- 
tain's company.  They  will  there  see  a  plan  pro- 
posed annually  to  teacn  and  instruct  60,000  (being 
the  whole  number  of  the  militia  officers  of  the 
United  States,  of  every  grade)  in  all  the  duties 
necessary  for  a  state  of  war ;  and  that,  too,  on 
principles  of  republicanism,  on  principles  consu- 
tent  with,  and  congenial  to,  the  free  principlea  of 
our  own  Government  This  was,  he  said,  a  great 
system,  for  it  was  calculated  to  diffuse  mthtary 
science  thnnghout  the  whole  United  State&aad 
to  extend  it  equally  to  every  militia  officer.  Tin 
system  has  been  otgeeted  to,  in  conrersation  and 
out  of  doorr,  because  it  will  cost  too  much ;  bat  if 
the  House  should,  in  the  course  of  the  session,  in- 
dulge him  so  far  as  to  take  up  the  bUI  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  he  would  show,  by  arithmetical  c^cula- 
tion,  that  this  system  to  extend  military  science  to 
the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States  would  cost 
less  than  9500,000  annually,  a  sum  not  mveh 
greater  than  was  retiuired  to  maintain,  in  the  regu- 
lar service,  one  regiment,  and  only  five  ttmes  the 
amount  expended  at  this  Military  Acadony ;  the 
sum  he  had  stated  he  could  show  would  be  soffi- 
cieot  to  encamp  the  whole  militia  officers  of  the 
United  States  one  week,  for  instruction,  in  eadi 
year,  and  pay  them  their  full  pay,  as  though  thef 
were  in  service,  also  provide  them  with  ratidiw. 
His  course  was  to  retrench  the  expenses  of  this 
Military  Academy,  in  order  to  enable  ns  better  to 
adopt  the  system  ne  had  alluded  to. 
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But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  keep  up  a  MUilary 
Academv  at  tae  public  expease,  for  whora  bene- 
fit shoola  it  be  maiutaiDcdv  I  tay,  sir,  it  ou^ht  to 
be  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  orphan  of  him  who  has 
follen  in  defence  of  his  country ;  but  they  hare 
not  enjoyed  the  boiefit  of  Uiis  institution,  nor  ever 
can,  until  you  chanee  your  laws  on  the  subject. 
I  hold  the  doctrine  toat  then  is  an  oUigatiou  on 
the  part  of  the  Govemmeut  to  support  ue  widow 
aud  orphan  of  those  who  have  fallen  iu  its  defence, 
until  they  are  able  to  protect  and  support  them- 
selves ;  but  what  hare  you  done  for  them  ?  Why, 
sir,  you  have  turned  them  off  at  the  age  of  five 
years ;  they  are  driven  from  the  door  of  your 
bounty,  to  starve  or  be  supported  and  protected  by 
their  friends,  or  the  society  of  their  neighborhoods, 
to  give  place  to  these  favorites — this  privileged  or- 
der, composed  of  the  sons  of  the  wealthy,  who 
never  fought  in  your  defence.  This  is  what  we 
are  doing;  and  I  beg  gentlemoi  to  reflect^  and 
look  at  the  coarse  they  are  pursuing.  I  am  indeed 
^d  that  tbe  orphans  of  those  whose  blood  has 
Been  shed  in  defence  of  our  liberty  have  been  taken 
notice  of  by  Congress ;  but  let  us  see  what  it  is 
we  have  done  for  tbe  family  of  a  poor  soldier  whose 
life  has  been  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  uur  liberties, 
and  has  lefl.  in  our  charge  a  wife  and  nine  help- 
less children.  We  have,  it  is  true,  allowed  them 
half  pay  for  five  yeara,  amounting,  in  the  whole 
period,  to  $240 :  this  is  all  you  have  done  to  sap- 
port  this  whole  family,  of  ten  times  in  number, 
lor  five  years,  while  you  give  a  moch  larger  sum 
to  support  the  son  of  a  rich  man,  who  never  shoul- 
dered a  gun  in  Uie  defence  of  his  country,  one 

J ear,  as  a  cadet  at  this  Military  Academy.  Yon 
are  gimi  each  of  the  orphans  1  hare  aUuded  to 
only  rarty  cento  pa  month  for  sappmt,  while  yoa 
give  a  cadet  thirty-one  doUats  per  moiuh  in  pay 
and  rations  {or  his  support. 

You  have  given  your  orphans  only  four  dollars 
and  eighty  cents  each  year. 

Ana  have  given  yoar  cadets  three  hundred  and 
seventy-two  dollars  each  year. 

You  have  given  your  orphans  only  twenty-four 
dollars  each,  in  the  whole  nve  years. 

And  have  given  yoor  cadets  one  thousand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  each  in  the  same  period, 
in  pay  and  rations,  besides  other  emoluments  that 
are  not  taken  into  view  in  the  above  estimate. 

Air.  Speaker,  I  ask  you,  and  I  ask  every  mem- 
ber of  tuis  House,  if  this  looks  as  if  we  had  been 
governed  either  by  the  principle  of  justice  or  equal- 
ity.  No,sir,wehaveabandODedthemlongsince,and 
pajr  no  r^[ard  to  them  whatever,  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  and  supporting  this  odious  aristocracy.  I 
hare  found  great  difnculty  in  even  obtaining  an 
inquirv  reqweting  i^  and  I  iear  it  will  be  still 
more  difficult  to  put  it  down.  I  fear  the  anticipa- 
tions of  a  very  respectable  and  intelligent  cor- 
respondent of  mine  will  be  realized,  mio,  after 
speaking  of  the  course  I  have  heretofore  pursued, 
and  am  now  pursuing,  in  regard  to  this  institu- 
tion, in  terms  of  approbatioD  nas  said,  "  he  feared 
all  my  exertions  would  be  unavailing,  because  it 
givea  patronage  to  all  the  members  of  Congress." 
Ve»,  str,  it  is  too  tme:  it  does  give  patronage  to 
16th  Com.  2d  8Eaa^-38 
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the  members  of  this  House  and  of  the  Senate,  as 
well  as  the  Executive  and  beads  of  Departments, 
for  it  is  them,  and  their  partictdar  friends,  who 
enjoy  the  whole  benefits  of  this  vast  expenditure 
of  the  public  money ;  nor  do  I  believe  they  will 
unite  with  me  in  reducing  the  expenditure  of  the' 
public  money  on  it  until  forced  to  do  so  by  their 
constituents,  who  will  remain  silent  on  this  sub- 
ject just  so  long  as  they  are  kept  in  ignorance. 
This  has  been  the  case  heretofore,  I  have  no  doubt; 
hut  the  people  generaUj  have  known  little  or  no- 
thing about  the  principles  on  which  it  was  con- 
ducted, nor  the  effect  it  is  calculated  to  produce 
in  our  Government.  But,  sir,  so  far  as  it  is  in  my 
power  to  give  the  people  of  the  United  States  in- 
formation, they  shall  have  it,  on  this  subject  as 
well  as  oD  alt  others.  It  is  their  right  to  know 
the  purposes  to  which  you  appropriate  their  money; 
and  they  ought  to  know  ana  anderstand  truly  the 
principles  on  which  we  legBlate.  I  deny  that 
any  paUic  benefit  whatever  is  derived  from  this 
Military  Academy.  Your  Army  would  be  as  well 
filled  with  officers  without  it  as  it  was  with  it — 
perhaps  better — and  with  an  equal  portion  of  mil- 
itary science.  Put  down  this  aristocracy,  this 
way  of  monopolizing  the  offices  in  the  Army,  and 
leave  them  free  and  accessible  to  all,  on  the 
ground  of  merit  alone,  and  you  will  always  find 
a  sufficient  number  who  will  qualify  themselves 
in  order  to  obtain  them.  But,  so  long  as  you  keep 
up  this  system  of  giving  such  bounty  without  re- 
gard to  merit — this  system  of  a  kind  of  hereditary 
succession  to  offices  from  'frhich  all  others  are  ex- 
cluded, yott  suppress  and  discouraKe  every  possible 
motive  in  others  to  obtain  the  qaalificatlons  requi- 
site to  fill  those  offices.  Such  a  coarse  is  calcu- 
lated in  the  end  to  sap  the  very  foundation  of  our 
liberties,  and  will  not,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  asr- 
ing,  be  supported  by  the  people  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  when  they  fairly  examine  and  prop- 
erly understand  the  effects  that  it  is  calculated  to- 
produce  in  our  Government. 

Mr.  Warhelo  replied  to  Mr.  Cannon,  and,  the- 
question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Cannon's  mi>tion,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  70  to  31. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  without  a  division. 

PDBUC  LAND  DEBT. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Chowell  the  several  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  in  order  to  take  np  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  certain  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands ;  and  the  House  resoi  [ved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said 
bill. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  tbe  bill,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Crowbll 
made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Mc- 
Coy, and  Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  against  it, 
and  Mr.  WooDj  rather  in  doubt  on  the  subject 
than  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Andbbson,  Mr.  Hendricks,  and  Mr.  Cook, 
Bu^ested  and  supported  tbe  propriety  of  the  Com- 
mittee's rising  and  obtaining  leave  to  sit  again,  it 
being  obvious  that  the  House  had  prematurely  en- 
tered on  the  subject,  and  were  not  {vepared  to  act 
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upon  it.  [There  were  barely  a  haodred  members 
in  the  House,  many  bein^  absent,  attending  the 
aiifument  on  the  great  question  this  day  argued  in 
the  Supreme  Court.] 

Mr.  Allsn,  of  Tennessee}  observed,  that  he  was 
in  ftTOT  ol  the  motion  luade  by  his  honorable 
fnend  from  Virainia,  to  strike  out  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  Mfwe  the  Committee,  and  would 
be  glad  to  see  the  6rst  section  go  with  it,  being  op- 
posed to  the  principle  entire. 

Sir,  said  he,  before  I  can  agree  to  part  with  as 
much  of  the  puUic  revenue  as  is  contemplated  to 
he  thrown  away  by  this  bill,  I  must  be  better  sat- 
isfied that  the  objects  upon  whom  it  is  to  be  be- 
stowed deserve  it.  If  the  people  learn  that  debts 
oan  be  paid  with  petitions  and  fair  stories,  you 
will  soon  have  your  table  crowded.  The  next  ap- 
plication will  be  from  those  who  have  completed 
their  payments,  asking  Congress  to  refund  as  much 
as  will  pUu;e  them  on  an  equality  with  those  now 
to  be  relieved.  Numbers  have  already  forfeited, 
and  thought  themselves  well  out  of  a  bad  bargain 
at  that}  but,  have  they  not  a  iair  claim  on  having 
iMuraed  to  them  all  taat  was  paid,  if  you  caned 
contract  and  prcvat  such  an  oecnrzenee  with 
fithon.  Sir,  if  we  begin  the  worit  ather  with  a 
view  of  doing  Justice,  or  an  act  of  beneficence, 
IhcK  ia  no  pout  at  which  we  can  stop  without 
gnau*  cause  of  complainL  At  this  time  the  Gov- 
crameDt  ia  under  no  obligation  or  nNHoiae,  directly 
at  indirectly,  to  meddle  at  all  in  this  matter ;  but, 
advance  one  step  in  changinff  the  contracts  of 
these  people,  and,  by  a  legisutive  interference, 
alter  the  relation  between  debtor  and  creditor,  and 
you  will  have  to  go  the  whole  length ;  uothing 
sfawt  of  the  land,  in  their  own  my,  and  at  their 
own  price,  will  suit  them.  We  are  told  there  is 
not  money  in  the  countrjr  to  pay  this  enormous 
debt,  and  to  attonpt  exacting  it  is  requiring  from 
the  ^ple  who  owe  it  impossibilities.  Not  so,  Mr. 
Chairman.  Let  them  alon^and  the  existing  laws 
will  set  the  matter  right;  in  fire  years,  the  GkiTam- 
ment  will  either  have  tlw  money  or  the  land;  and 
the  situation  of  him  who  has  had  the  wont  of  it— 
if  you  please,  forfeited  his  claim  to  the  land  on 
wmch  he  has  paid  something— still  his  situation 
is  preferaUe  to  that  of  all  others  who  went  in 
debt  for  property  when  every  thing  ran  high,  and, 
as  it  were,  was  at  a  bubUe  price,  which  Inirsted 
round  him  before  pay  day  came.  The  purchaser 
of  public  land  under  existing  laws  is  relieved  from 
debt  by  fi»feiting  a  bad  bargain,  losing  only  one- 
fourth,  or  the  sum  paid  in  advance,  often  in  that 
way  advantageously  getting  out  of  a  bad  bargain. 
But,  between  individuals,  the  last  farthing  must 
be  paid,  whatever  may  hare  been  the  loss  upon 
the  purchase;  and  in  every  part  of  the  country 
you  may  find  men  that  have  purchased  property 
that  woold  not  now  sell  for  lulf  the  sun  givoi 
for  it  No  relinquishment  for  them ;  no  cancelling 
the  eon^ct,  or  compoundii^  with  creditors,  as 
long  as  there  is  anr  thing  found  to  make  the  money 
out  of,  although  tne  money  for  which  the  debt  was 
tailed  will  not  satisfy  one-tenth  part  thereof  under 
an  execution.  What  has  that  class  of  del^ors  done 
to  pterent  their  sharing  in  this  beneroleat  act  of 
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grace?  Hare  they  no  part  in  the  common  stock 
about  to  be  distributed  i  We  have  the  same  righi 
to  relieve  the  one  as  the  other ;  the  diflerence  is 
only  between  giving  rnxmey  out  of  the  Treasury 
and  pennitting  that  to  be  withheld  which  ought 
to  be  there.  Iknowof  no  elasa  of  men  who  hare 
less  claim  upon  the  paternal  indulgence  or  gra- 
cious farw  of  the  Oorwnment  than  most  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  land — I  mean  that  portion 
most  damorous  for  relief,  and  the  most  to  be  bene- 
fited by  this  bill.  They  associated  themselves  in 
compajiies,  with  all  tfaie  money  the  banks  (with 
whom  they  were  mostly  connected)  could  lend, 
and  at  the  auction  sales  put  down  all  c<»npetition 
bom  actual  settlers ;  the  prudent  man's  home  was 
bought  over  his  head,  at  a  price  he  could  not  give 
fox  It.  It  is  now  in  tne  hands  of  one  of  these  spec- 
ulators,  who  has  other  lands  adjoining.  Will  tou 
pass  a  law  that  permits  him  to  keep  it  by  a  rdia- 

auishment  of  <rther  bad  bugains,  thus  avoiding 
le  paymait  of  a  price  which  detmed  the  occu- 
pant from  buying?  Ccctainly  nothing  is  moce 
uniost. 

Such  is  the  eflfeet  intended  to  be  pcodnoed  by 
the  first  section  of  diis  bill,  vnng  to  make  the 
QoreramflDt  insure  a  nn^t  to  mm  who  bids  high- 
est, and  a  party  with  him,  in  fact,  in  a  frmd  prac- 
tised on  others  by  a  show  of  price  never  inteoded 
to  be  paid.  Cowd  any  scheme  be  invented  more 
effiectnally  to  suit  the  pnrpoae  of  those  who  were 
d^ennined  to  hare  the  choice  that  they  hare  had, 
and,  after  selecting  and  bujring  all  they  wanted, 
and  efiectually  trying  the  market,  and  finding 
what  could  be  made  out  of  the  specoblioB,  wr 
must  play  to  their  hand,  and  secure  to  them  all 
that  is  profitable,  and  relieve  them  from  tfaat  which 
is  not.  I  don't  know  who  would  not  bay  lands 
under  these  circumstances. 

Sir,  1  am  aware  that  these  remarks  do  not  ap- 
ply to  all  the  purclusers  of  public  land,  and  that 
manjr  actual  settlers  will  find  great  difficulty  ia 
making  payment ;  bat  they  nerer  would  urc 
thought  of  coming  here  with  saeh  a  deraaad  as 
this  ihU  embraces  had  they  not  been  eneoonged 
by  that  knowing  cbwiHuBh  depends  on  mauge- 
ment  to  get  rdiered,  and  out  of^ the  toils  they  lutd 
intended  fw  others.  I  do  not  bdiere  that  many 
of  the  actual  settlers  on  tracts  gurcbaacd  alooe  Sot 
cultivation  are  going  to  foxfeit  their  lands,  not- 
withstanding all  we  hare  heard  said.  They  have 
carefully  laid  up  every  dollar  that  they  have  been 
Me  to  lay  their  bands  on  since  the  purehaae ;  the 
sum  laeuag  they  can  procure  at  a  trifting  sacri- 
fice^ which  they  are  coiUent  to  make.  The  land 
forfeited  will  be  by  the  speculator,  whose  only  de> 
pendence  was  on  making  sales  to  meet  the  pur- 
chase money.  If  he  has  been  disappointed,  iuu  be 
any  right  to  call  on  the  whole  eonuannity  to  bear 
bis  loss  1  No  ^  no  mm  than  they  would  hmrt 
had  to  share  bis  pn^t,  had  his  eapectatitms  been 
realized.  us  not  direct  all  our  syv^thy  to 
one  particular  class  of  tnders;  othen  are  loonag 
on.  The  sufierers  in  the  late  war  remember  bow 
coldly  many  of  them  have  been  treated  here,  who 
in  their  iaror  could  plead  that  thor  kai  new  oat 
of  nets  of  ibe  Gorenment  orer  which  they  had 
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.BO  cfmtnil.  What  will  thejr  say  at  this  disj^y  of 
bn^ecDce  towards  those  who  only  have  them- 
■selres  to  Uame? 

If  sympathy  and  feeling  are  permitted  to  guide 
OS  in  le^uating  for  the  Union,  hare  the  purchasers 
of  the  public  land  any  right  to  the  exclusive  eier- 
sise  of^it  ?  I  think  not ;  and,  in  making  this  de- 
uandj  their  friends  have  incousiderately  defeated 
an  objectj  that  might  have  been  attained,  by  go- 
ii^  too  iar,  and  asking  too  much ;  for,  whatever 
might  have  been  my  course  towards  them  ia  times 
of  peculiar  difficulty  like  the  present,  had  tbeirap- 
plication  been  confined  to  an  extension  of  time 
only,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  what  they 
now  claim  is  unreasonable,  and  has  put  me  on  my 
guard  against  doins  aoy  thing  that  encourages  de- 
mands that  must  lead  to  a  total  abolition  of  the 
Thole  debt  Bdbre  we  bwia  this  gracious  act, 
.  would  it  not  be  well  to  inquire  wlmse  money  it  ia 
we  are  bestowing  away,  and  think  of  an  old  max- 
im, which  teaches  us  to  be  just  before  we  are  gen- 
.orousl 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Andebsok  the  Committee 
toa^  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
ugain. 

REDUCTION  OF  SALARIES. 
On  motioD  of  Mr.  Culbreth,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Uaioo  to  take  into  considmtion  the  bill 
for  a  general  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Government.  , 
The  bill  having  been  read — 
Mr.  CtLBKBTH  stated  that  the  Committee  bad 
been  inflneneed  by  di&rent  considerations  in  agree- 
ing to  the  report ;  but  that,  for  himself,  he  hadheen 
ntlveneed  by  the  single  consideration  whether  the 
salaries  in  the  several  cases  embraced  by  the  bill 
ai«  or  are  not  at  present  more  than  sufficient. 
Where  he  thought  them  no  more  than  sufficient  he 
bad  voted  ammst  their  reduction,  end  for  their 
reduction  where  he  thought  them  otherwise. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  details  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  IVbr.  Kinset,  after  a  considerable 
debate  on  the  merits  of  the  Patent  Office,  its  duties, 
dbc,  that  part  of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  reduce 
the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Patent  Office  to  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  was  stricken  out. 

On  motion  of^Mr.  Livbrhorg.  the  part  of  the 
lull  which  mroposes  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the 
SnpeiiDtendent  oC  the  Patent  Office  to  one  thou- 
sand dtdlars,  was  also  stricken  out. 

A  nwtion,  by  Mr.  Sbrobaht,  was  under  con- 
sideratioo  for  excluding  the  Librarian's  compensa- 
tion from  the  proposed  reduction ;  when  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  LivBRHOBE  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  to  lur  it  on  the  table ;  but  the 
motion  was  negatived,  63  to  48. 


Tuesday,  February  20. 
Mr.  Kbnt  presented  a  memorial  of  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Thomas  Law,  and  Daniel  Carroll  of  Dud- 


diogton,  proprietors  of  a  large  amount  of  real 
property  in  the  City  of  Washington,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  the  corptwate  authorities  in  the 
said  city,  and  of  the  exortMtant  amount  of  taxes 
levied  and  collected  bv  them,  and  inaying  that 
further  provisions  may  be  enacted  by  Congress  up- 
on the  subject  of  the  imposition  and  collection  of 
taxes  in  said  city ;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  NswTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 
Carver,  and  others ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  further  to 
amend  the  several  acts  r^tive  to  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed.  (This  bill  proposes  to  dml- 
ish  the  agency  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments.] 

Mr.  FonaBST  pnaeated  a  letter  addrcssad  to 
him  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Qeo^  Bomford,  ac- 
compaaied  with  sundry  documents,  in  ration  to 
the  loans  of  gunpowder  and  other  muaitions  of 
war,  from  the  public  magazines,  to  private  indi- 
viduals ;  which  were  ord^ed  to  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Poller,  from  the  Comauttee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  r^rted  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ibr  the 
relief  of  Samuel  Tucker,  late  a  captain  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  with  an  amendmaiL 

Mr.  Mbtcalf  moved  to  lefer  the  bill  to  a  C«n- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  in- 
definitely, which  motion  was  n^tived,  by  yeas 
and  nays— 79  to  66. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  question  was  takm  on  ordenng  the  inli  to 
a  third  reading,  as  amended,  and  decided  ia  the 
negative,  by  a  majority  of  one  vote.  So  the  Ull 
was  reject^. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States,"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

PAY  OP  ARMT  OFFICBRS. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  and 
equalize  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States."  was  read  the  third  time;  and 
on  the  question^  Snail  the  said  bill  mss  7  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  106,  nays  39,  as  follows : 

Ys4i — Menn.  Adams,  Alezsoder,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Marylsnd,  Ardisrof  Vir- 
^nis.  Baker,  Ball,  Barboar,  Batsman,  Bayly,  Beedter, 
Boden,  Bryan,  Bofibm,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cobb, 
Cocke.  Crafts,  Culbratb,  Co)p«per,  CnsbnwD,  Cuth- 
bert.  Dsns,  Dnnisiu),  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwaids  of  IT. 
Csndina,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fnller, 
Gairnett,  Oraj,  Gn»s  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
^Ivania,  Gnyon,  HaJl  of  New  York,  Hall  cf  North 
Carolina.  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsbman,  HiU, 
Hobart,  Hooks,  Hostettsr,  Jackson,  Jooee  of  Virginia, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCf^,  McCreaiy, 
McLean  of  Knitaeky,  Mallary,  Marcband,  Meigs, 
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Matctil,  Monell,  Montgomeir,  R.  Mooret  T.  I*.  Hoore, 
MorlOD,  MoMley,  Mamy,  NelMm  of  Ifomebiuetts, 
NoIhd  of  Viijinia,  Parker  of  MaanehneetU,  Pttter- 
aODi  Phelpa,  Philaon,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richarda, 
Ridimond,  Kobertaon,  Rogert,  Rosa,  Ruaa,  Sbaw,  8Ua- 
b«e,  Sloao,  Southard,  Bteveaa,  Strong  of  VcrisoDt, 
Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomliuson,  Tra^,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucktr  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upbam,  Van  Rena- 
aelaer.  Walker,  Weodoier,  Williama  of  Virginia,  Wil> 
liama  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nat»— Mcwara.  Abbot,  Allan  of  Ntw  Toik,  Bald- 
win, Brush,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Case,  Clark,  Cook, 
Crowell,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Denitt,  Dickinson, 
Folger,  Ford,  Hackley,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kent,  Little,  Livermore,  Mercer,  S.  Moore,  Neale, 
Newton,  Fairer  of  Virginia,  Pincknej,  Pitcher,  Raid, 
lUn^old,  Sergeant,  S^kins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Bmith  of  Maiyland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Street, 
Bwaaringen,  Udree,  and  Wallace. 

REDUCTION  OF  SALARIES. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  vere  diaeharged  Irom  the  fiirther  eon- 
■identbn  of  the  hill  to  reduce  the  Mlarin  and  fix 
the  maximum  of  the  compensalioo  of  certain 
offleers  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  Ciril 
Dmrtment  of  the  GoTemment. 

Mr.  Crowell  then  moved  that  the  IhU  lie  on 
the  table;  which  being  n^tived. 

The  House  then  jHoceeded  to  consider  the  bill: 
when,  Mr.  Silsbeb  mored  to  amend  the  same  by 
adding  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  the  sal- 
ary of  each  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Board ;  which  motion  was  negatired, 

Mr.  Wood  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  these  words:  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Public  Buildings,  one  thousand  fire  hun- 
dred dollars.   Agreed  to. 

Mr.  RoBBHTBOM  moTed  to  insert}  after  the  word 
d(^lar&  in  the  22d  line  of  the  first  section  of  the 
printed  1»U  these  words:  "To  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  three  thousand  dc^rs  j  to  the  dierk 
of  the  House  of  Representatires,  three  thousand 
dollars."  Negatived. 

Mr.  SiLSBEB  moved  so  to  amend  that  part  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  which  relates  to  the 
salaries  of  the  Naval  Constructors,  to  read  thus: 
"  To  the  first  Naval  Constructor,  two  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars,  and  to  each  of  the  other 
Naval  Constructors,  two  thousand  dollars;  which 
beiiu;  negatived, 

Mj.  Serqeant  moved  to  strike  out  from  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  these  words :  "  To  the  Li- 
brarian, one  thousand  dollars which  motion  was 
also  negatived. 

Mr.  CocEE  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  by  adding  five  hundred  dollars  to  the  sal- 
ary of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 
Nnntired. 

Mr.  Nbi.8011,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  after  the  word  det^nated^  in 
the  fifth  tme  of  the  second  section  of  the  printed 
bill  these  words:  wA<w  compeiuaHm  excetat  eight 
hmdrid  dcBan  per  annum  /  so  as  to  confine  the  re- 
duction of  twenty  per  cent.,  thttein  provided,  to 
such  salaries  as  exceed  eight  hundred  dollars  pa 
annum. 


Febkcaht,  18U, 


Mr.  WARriBLD  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  strikiug  out  eight  hundr«i  dollars,  and 
iaserttng  one  thousand  two  hundred  ddlars ;  whiil 
motion  was  n^tived. 

Mr.  Nelson  then  modified  his  amendment, 
which  was  agreed  to  as  foUovra :  "  ProTided,  ner- 
'  ertheless,  that  do  salary  now  estaUished  by  law 
'  at  or  under  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
'  shall  be  reduced :  And  wovided,  further,  that  no 
'  salary  now  established  oy  law  at  a  sum  abore 
<  eiffht  hundred  dollars  per  annum  shall  be  reduced 
'  below  that  sum." 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended :  when 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  furtho'  to  amrad  the 
same  by  inserting  the  following  sections,  to  come 
in  after  the  first  sections  thereof*  viz : 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  fiuiker  enacted.  That  at  eveiy 
session  of  Congress,  and  every  meeting  of  the  Senate 
in  the  recess  ofCoograaa,  eadi  Senator  aball  be  en^ 
tied  to  receive  six  dollars  for  every  day  be  shall  attend 
the  Senate,  and  shall  also  be  allowed  six  doUara  for 
every  twenty  miles  of  the  estimated  diataaee  by  the 
moat  QHial  read  from  his  plaoa  of  reaidenee  to  tlw  aeat 
of  Congisss;  at  Iht  oommeacemMit  and  end  (rf  eviij 
such  aesaion  and  meeUng ;  and  in  ease  any  menbcr 
of  the  Senate  shall  be  detained  by  siekneas  on  lus 
jonmey  to  or  from  such  session  or  meeting,  or  after 
bis  arrival  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  Senate,  he 
•hall  be  entitled  to  the  same  daily  allowance ;  and  the 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  when  the  Vice 
President  shall  be  absent,  or  when  his  office  ahall  be 
vacant,  ahall,  4nri>ig  the  period  of  his  aervieee,  receive, 
in  addition  to  his  oomfMnsation  as  a  OKmber  of  the 
Senate,  aiz  dollars  for  every  day  he  ahall  attend  the 
Senate :  Provided^  That  no  Senator  ahall  be  allowed 
a  aoffl  eiceeding  the  rate  of  aix  doUan  a  da^  fivm  the 
end  of  one  each  session  or  meeting,  to  the  tune  of  his 
taking  a  aeat  in  another. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  furthir  enaetedt  Thai  at  every 
session  of  Congress,  each  repreeentative  and  ds>egate 
ahall  be  entitled  to  receive  six  dollars  for  every  day  ha 
shall  attend  the  Uonse  of  Representative*,  and  ahall 
alao  be  allowed  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  of 
the  eatimated  distance  by  the  moat  uanal  road  from  hia 
place  of  residence  to  the  aeat  of  Congiesa,  at  the  cai»> 
meueement  and  end  of  every  such  aesaion ;  and  in  ease 
any  representative  or  delegate  shall  be  detained  hf 
sickorsa  on  his  journey  to  or  from  the  aeasion  of  Ook* 
gresa,  or  after  hta  arrival  ahall  be  unable  to  attend  the 
House  of  Representatives,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  daily  allowance ;  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoaaa 
of  Repreeentatives  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  ad- 
dition to  bis  compensation  as  a  repreeentative,  six  M- 
lara  for  every  d»  he  ahall  attend  the  Hom*  :  Fr^ 
vidtd,  oAcM^,  That  no  repteaeatative  or  delagata  ahaB 
be  allowed  a  sun  exeeedug  tiie  rate  «f  six  dellan  a 
day  ftom  the  and  of  one  aeaakm  to  the  tfana  of  his 
taking  hia  seat  in  another. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacted.  That  the  said 
compeoaation  which  Bhall  be  doe  to  the  mem  ben  of 
the  Senate  ahall  be  certified  by  the  President  thereof; 
and  that  which  ahall  be  dne  to  the  represenutivee  and 
delegates  shall  be  certified  by  the  Speaker,  and  the 
same  ahall  be  passed  as  pobUc  aeeouDls,  and  paid  vat 
of  Uie  public  Treasury. 

The  said  amendment  was  read ;  when 
The  House  adjourned. 
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Wbdnbsday,  February  21. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States and  a  resolution  proposing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  of  his 
re-election  to  that  office,  and  hare  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part ;  in  which  bill  and  reso- 
bition  they  ask  the  coacurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasaiy.  made  on  the  8th  instant, 
in  the  case  of  James  Morrison,  eoncernine  his  ad- 
TUiees  to  Colonel  Buford,  t(»ether  with  the  addi- 
tional documents  presented  dv  him  on  the  19th 
instant,  was  recommitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury^  with  instructions  to  report  thereon  to  the 
Honse  of  Representatives  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communica- 
ting the  information  required  by  the  resolution  of 
the  15th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  bounties  and  al- 
lowances paid  to  fishing  vessels,  and  the  quantity 
of  salt  imported,  and  not  re-exported  with  benefit 
of  drawback,  and  amount  of  duties  thereon ;  which 
letter  and  statement  were  rmd,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  amendatory  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  die  Judiciary  Committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to 
establish  an  uniform 'system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment}  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  with  a  view 
to  being  called  up  thereafter. 

Mr.  SeroeahTj  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  by  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Repreten- 
taiivet  of  ike  Untied  Staiea  of  Ameriea  tn  Cangreta 
astembted.  That  where  tny  Ststa  or  Statea,  hftving 
complied  with  tbe  recommendation  of  OoDgress  in  the 
TetoIntioD  of  the  33d  of  Seplflmber,  1789,  shall  have 
withdrawn,  or  shall  hertaftar  withdraw,  dther  in  whole 
or  in  part,  the  use  of  their  jails  for  prifoners  commit- 
ted under  the  aathority  of  the  United  States,  the  mar- 
shal in  ■aeh  State  or  States,  under  the  direction  of  the 
judge  of  tbe  diatriet,  ahall  be,  and  hereby  ia  aatborized 
mod  required,  to  hire  a  conveDient  place  to  terra  u  a 
temporaiy  j^,  and  to  make  the  necesaaiy  provisioo, 
nntU  proTision  riiall  be  made  by  law  for  that  pnipoae, 
and  tbe  said  marehal  be  allowed  bia  raaaonable  ex- 
penses incurred  for  tbe  above  DarpoMS,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  having  been  Iwiefly  explained  by 
Mr.  Sergeant,  to  have  become  necessary  by  the 
lecent  proceedings  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  or- 
dered to-be  engnwsed  for  a  third  reading  without 
a  divisbsn. 

Mr.  Cut  rose  to  give  notice  to  the  House,  that 
he  should  on  to-morrow  make  a  motion,  tbe  ulti- 
mate object  of  which  was  the  declaration  of  the 
admimoa  of  the  State  of  Miasoiurt  into  the  Union. 
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Mr.  Wood,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

Sacticaibility  of  more  effectually  ventilating  the 
all  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  made  a  re- 
port thereon;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution 
therein  submitted  concurred  in  by  the  Honse,  as 
follows : 

Sttolved,  That  the  Commisaioner  and  the  Architect 
of  the  Poblic  Buildings  beinstmeted  to  takemeasntva 
more  efleetually  to  ventilate  tbe  Hal)  of  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTea  by  the  next  seaaioo  of  Congress,  ei- 
ther by  tubes  commuaicatiog  with  apertures  ia  the 
body  of  the  Hall,  or  in  such  other  w»  as  may,  on  ftir- 
tber  inquiry,  be  deemed  more  adviaable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  a  committee  wu 
appointed,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  ny  the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report 
what  subjects  before  the  two  Houses  are  proper  to 
be  acted  on  during  the  present  session  of  Congress; 
and  Messra.  Stores,  Sergeant,  and  Barroor, 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  establish  tbe  compensation  of  the 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  tnis  House. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  his 
re-election  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Honsej  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Bustis,  were 
appointed  of  tne  committee  on  the  part  of  thii 
House. 

CAPTAIN  TUCKER. 

On  motitm  of  Bfr.  Alleh,  of  Blassachusetts,  the 
House  agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote,  whereby  tlw 
bill  granting  a  pension  to  Commodore  Samnd 
Tucker  was  yesterday  r^eeted. 

The  biU  vras  anunded,  so  as  to  reduce  the  pro- 
posed annuity  to  the  rate  of  $20  per  month ;  andt 
the  question  being  put  on  ordering  the  bill,  so 
amended,  to  be  r^  a  third  time,  it  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays:  For  the  third  reading  70, 
against  it  70,  as  follows : 

TiAS — Measra.  Adama,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen 
of  New  York,  Baldwin,  Bateman.  Bayly,  Baecber, 
Brush  Campbell,  Caae,  Clark,  CI»,  Crotrell,  Culpe- 
per,  Cuihman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Edwuds 
of  Penimlvania,  Eostis,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Fonest, 
Faller,  Gorbam,  Goyoa*  HaeUay,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick.  Hill,  Hobart,  Kendall,  Kioslw,  Kin- 
aey,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCreaiy,  McCoI- 
loagh,  Mallary,  Maecb,  Meigs,  Meroer,  Mouell,  8. 
Moore,  Moaeley,  Horray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Maaaachnsetts,  Pioekney,  Pitcher, 
Reid,  Rogers,  Rusa,  Silabee,  Simkina,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen, 
Tocker  of  Virgmia,  UdrM,  Walker,  Wallace,  and 
Whitman. 

Nats — Measra.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  An- 
derson, Areber  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  B»> 
ker.  Ball,  Barbour,  Blackledge,  Boden,  Bryan,  Boffiun, 
CaaoMi,  Claiett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Culbceth,  Cnth- 
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bMt,  DewUt,  Eu-la,  Ed^,  Edmrdi  of  NotOl  Cu^- 
nm,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ounett,  Oray,  Oiom  of  Penniylva*' 
HM,  HiU  of  New  York,  Hall  of  NorA  Condom,  Har- 
din, Hooka,  Hortottor,  Jackaon,  Johiuoa,  Kaot,  Liver* 
mm,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  MarduDd,  Met- 
caU,  R.  Moore,  Paiker  of  Virginia.  Patterson,  Phelpa, 
Phtlaon,  Plamer,  Rhea,  Rieharda,  Richmond,  Robert- 
■OD,  Roii,  Shaw,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Soothard,  Stevwu,  Stem,  Tarr,  Ter- 
riiOt  Tomlinaon.  Tompkini,  Tner,  Tn^er  of  Sooth 
CaroKaa,  TjUr,  Weadorer,  WUUvbm  of  Virpni^ 
WaKams  of  North  Carolinm,  and  Wood. 
'  The  votes  being  equal,  the  Speaees  Toted-  in 
the  affinnatiTe.  So  the  lull  was  passed,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

MISSOURL 

Mr.  BaowN,  of  Kentucky,  sobmitted  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolutioa : 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary  be 
directed  to  inqoin  into  the  expedioD^  of  repealing 
the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March 
6,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  to  aathortze  the  people  of 
the  MiMoori  Territory  to  fom  a  eonstitalion  and  State 
fmraoM^i,  and  §»  the  adsnisakni  of  audi  State  into 
tho  Ualoa,  on  aa  eqasl  fiwtiog  with  Ae  ori|^nal  States, 
and  to  prohiat  alavevy  in  certain  Territories;"  said  8th 
section  impoaiog  a  ^hibitioa  and  realrictbn  opon 
the  introdsctioQ  of  slaves  in  all  that  territory  ceded  by 
Franee  to  the  United  Sutes,  aoder  the  name  of  Loa- 
iabaS)  vthic^  lies  aosth  of  30  degrees  80  minntea  north 
latitnde,  not  indnded  hi  Uie  Bteta  eentuaplated  by  that 
act 

On  subDaittio;  the  resotutioa,  Mr.  Bbowk  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  ri8e,^th  unfeigned  reluctance, 
to  present  to  the  connderation  of  this  honwaUe 
body  the  resolution  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  with 
a  concise  statement  of  the  views  upon  whicb  it  is 
ftranded.  Nothing  short,  sir,  of  an  imperative 
sense  of  dnty  would  have  influenced  me,  at  this 
late  day  of  the  session,  to  have  consumed  one  mo- 
ment of  that  time  which  has  become  so  important 
to  the  interest  of  this  nation.  I  have  been  imbotd- 
eMd  to  sak  your  attention,  and  that  of  the  hono- 
rable body  over  which  you  preside,  from  a  reflec- 
tion that  a  few  days  more  will  close  my  C(Hi{p<e8- 
sional  labors,  jvobably  forever,  and  that,  up  to  this 
period,  I  have  been  sparing  of  your  time,  and  do 
not  expect  again,  while  I  remain  od  the  floor,  to 
ask  your  indulgence. 

Ab.  Speaker,  while  taking  leave  of  those  with 
whom  it  has  been  my  honor  to  be  assorted  in 
the  cooneils  of  the  nation,  I  feel  a  pleasure  vriiich 
I  cannot  snppgess,  at  the  recollection  that  there 
has  prerailedbetween  myself  and  them  entire  per^ 
s(mal  respect,  and  as  much  harmony  and  friend- 
ship as  has  been  at  all  possible,  considerine  the 
emntrrassiDg  and  distracting  subject  which  has 
haunted  us,  by  day  and  by  night,  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  each  session  ;  and  I  can  say, 
wiu  an  approving  conscience,  that  I  have  not 
malice  or  ill  will  against  any.  Sir,  while  indulg- 
ing this  pleasing  train  of  reflection,  an  unpleasant 
ocotirrence  of  Ute  last  session  intrudes  its^f  upon 
ray  mind ;  and  I  cannot  fail  to  do  what  I  consider 
an  act  of  justice  towards  an  honorable  and  vener- 
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able  member  from  New  Hampshire,  {Mr.  Livaa- 
MORB,)  the  only  person  towards  whom  I  have  been 
beuayed  into  an  illiberal  expression.  Designing 
to  be  ever  prompt  in  the  protection  of  my  ovrn 
feelings,  I  hope  I  shall  always  be  incUned,  when 
convinced  of  having  unwarrantably  assailed  the 
feelingsof  another,  to  make  reparation.  The  occa- 
sion has  passed  bv ;  the  honorable  member  and 
myself  are,  and  nave  been  during  this  session, 
upon  good  ttxma ;  but  the  injury,  if  it  deserve  the 
appdlatitm,  was  a  public  one,  from  this  seat;  and 
before  I  leave  it,  I  will  use  it  to  do  as  ample  jns- 
tice.  Durinff  toe  fermentation  of  the  last  session, 
under  the  iunuence  of  excitement  from  this  miser- 
able subject,  in  some  remari»  made  by  me  to  the 
House,  I  attributed  to  the  gentleman  what  I  then 
believed  an  attempt,  with  an  onworthr  riew,  to 
operate  upon  the  minds  of  members.  During  tbo 
present  seraion  X  have  had  an  opportnmftr,  and 
nave  used  it,  to  become  better  acquainted  with 
that  honorable  gentleman,  and  I  have  found  htm 
an  useful,  fair,  and  libttal  member,  and  an  agree- 
able associate ;  aiid,  had  further  evidence  been 
wanting,  a  late  occasion  has  aflbrded  it.  After 
the  resmution  for  the  admissioa  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union  bad  been  rejected  bv  about  three  votes, 
it  was  believed  by  his  friends  that,  if  several  mem- 
bers who  were  accidentally  out  or  their  seats  had 
voted,  Missouri  would  have  been  admitted.  This 
gentleman,  although  opposed  to  them  on  the  reso- 
hitioD,  to  aflbrd  an  opportunity  of  a  fair  and  full 
trial  of  strength,  moved  and  obtained  a  reconsider- 
ation; and,  although  the  result  did  not  josttfy  our 
expectations,  I  accord  most  heartily  to  the  gen  tin- 
man the  reward  of  my  hnmUe  applause  lor  his 
magnanimity ;  and  I  am  now  free  to  say,  that  I 
did  him  injustice  in  the  imputation  of  the  laat 
session. 

Having  closed,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  afiairswith  the 
House,  I  now  proceed  to  prepue  for  a  settlement 
of  the  account  with  my  conscience  and  my  «m- 
stitoents.  Sir,  this  is  the  more  necessary  when  I 
assure  yon  that  I  came  here  upon  their  feelings  of 
good  will  and  indulgence,  more  than  upon  an  ex- 
ercise of  their  judgments;  and  that,  having  thought 
it  prudent  to  declme  a  re-election,  they  still  bore 
evidence  of  a  continuation  of  their  kmduess,  by 
uttering  some  expressions  of  r^reL  I  feel  grate- 
ful for  their  favors,  and  my  highest  ambition,  on 
leaving  the  disturbed  theatre  frmn  which  I  reui^ 
is  to  maintain  their  good  opiniotts  and  wishes.  I 
made  tlwm  no  vain  promises  of  doing,  at  attemii^- 
ing  to  do,  much ;  but  I  did  promise  to  be  fmiihnd 
and  zealous  in  watching  over  and  preacrriDg  Cbeir 
best  interests,  as  far  as  my  humble  qn^ifications 
should  enable  me  to  do.  Owing,  sir,  to  that  cradu- 
lity  incident  to  sincerity  and  inexperience^  I  feel 
myself  constrained  to  acknowledge  my  co-opcn- 
tion  in  so  managing  the  subject  o£  Missouri  and 
restriction,  as  to  have  inflicted  upon  their  intcrert 
an  extensive  injury.  My  object  is  to  regain  for  , 
them,  by  following  up  the  purpose  of  this  resohi- 
tion,  a  nart  of  what  tms  be^  lost  bv  mnmanMe- 
ment;  out,  should  I  fail  in  this,  I  snail  gain  uw 
consolation  of  having  done  my  duty.  The  tA^oA 
of  this  resolution  I  never  should  have  fnvMed;  aa 
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fiur  fmn  il^  that  I  shoidd  hare  felt  mycelf  dishon- 
ored by  giving  it  support  or  eocoangeinent,  had 
not  faith  been  broken  hy  the  other  party  to  the 
compact,  aad  Miswuri  been  rejected.  This  har- 
ine  been  done,  I  feel  myself  at  liberty — nay,  more, 
I  feel  it  my  imperative  daty— to  offer  this  resolu- 
tion. I  wiU  state  that,  at  the  solicitation  of  a 
fWend  from  PennsylTania,  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  I  have 
been  already  induced,  for  a  short  time,  to  delay 
ihe  introduction  of  the  resolution,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  majority  would  probably  originate  some 
measure  by  which  Missouri  would  be  admitted 
before  Congress  adjourned,  aod  that  it  mi^ht,  by 
scnne,  be  construed  into  a  menace.  Havrng  no 
such  design,  feeling  a  high  confidence  in  the  good 
will  and  judgment  of  my  friend,  aad  wiahinff  not 
to  diwU^  SuOi  I  have  yidded  to  him  in  making 
some  dday.  If,  sir,  I  have  any  tnut  in  my  chai- 
acier  more  prwninent,  and  in  which  X  feel  more 

Side  than  otbas,  it  is  that  of  sincerity.  I  bappily 
el  a  contempt  for  one  who  endeavors  to  beget 
impressions,  and  raise  expectationsj  without  an 
intention  of  supporting  and  realizing  them.  I 
have  but  little  charity  for  the  man  who  falls  below 
his  boasted  feats  and  purposes.  I  acknowledge 
that  I  can  see  no  good  ground  for  an  expectation 
that  any  thing  further  can  now  be  done.  The 
few  remaining  days  of  the  session  are  fast  whil- 
ing  away,  and  I  contemplate  leaving  here  before 
its  close.  The  minority,  sir,  have  urged  peace  and 
good  will,  and  have  acknowledged  and  crioged, 
until  I  feel  mvself  driven  to  the  wall,  and  my  feel- 
ings outiagea.  There  is  a  point  beyond  which 
importunity  deserves  reproach;  and  gentlemen 
should  recollect  that  there  ia  danger  even  in  press- 
ing hUDulity,  itself,  too  far.  She  might  at  length 
raise  her  lowly  head,  and  brmg  dismay  upon  her 
opipressors.  Should  the  minority  relent,  and  ad- 
mit Missouri  into  the  Union,  I  shall  be  satisfied; 
otherwise,  (and  should  I  not  be  upon  this  floor 
when  this  resolution  can  be  taken  up,)  I  wish  it 
brought  before  Coogress,  and  ^Uemen  will  do 
me  the  favor  to  recollect  such  of  my  views  as  they 
may  tliink  deserving  consideration ;  and  also  fur- 
ther recoUect,  that  I  have  laid  by  the  tone  of  sup* 
plication,  and  demand  its  adoption  as  due  to  faith, 
to  honor,  and  to  right. 

Mr.  Speaker,  knowing  no  wish  incompatible 
with  the  perpetuity,  the  happiness,  and  tranquillity 
of  the  Union,  I  have,  upon  every  subject  brought 
before  Ccmgiess,  consulted  the  good  of  the  whole, 
without  r^atd  to  the  class  of  mdiridoals  or  aec- 
tioB  of  coantry  firom  which  it  proceeded ;  whether 
mochants,  maDafiusturers,  or  farmer*:  &om  the 
North,  or  from  the  South:  from  Maine,  in  the 
East,  OK  Missouri,  in  the  West,  has  been  the  same 
thingtomie;  I  have  not  permitted  myself  to  inquire 
who  they  were,  or  where  from  ;  and,  for  the  few 
days  ^at  I  shall  yet  remain  with  you,  I  will  pur- 
sue the  same  wide  and  liberal  policy ;  and  tnat, 
too,  whether  called  to  act  upon  navigation  acts, 
for  the  benefit  of  commerce ;  tans'  Iflws,  for  the 
benefit  of  agriculture  and  manufoctures  J  bankrupt 
bills,  called  for  by  our  merchants  of  the  East ;  or 
rdief  land  laws,  loudly  required  by  our  Western 
frieiuii  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinou.  And,  sir,l 
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will  lake  this  as  the  laat  occasicHi  which  I  ^aU 
have,  to  say,  that,  had  I  ronained  in  Congress,  I 
would  have  pursued  the  same  policy  nntif  evoy 
imjiartial  man  in  the  nation  should  have  said,  nay, 
until  the  marble  columns  themselves,  that  stand  m 
stately  pride  around  us,  should  hare  acknowledged 
that  my  feelings  and  desires  of  good  will  were  not 
reciprocated;  and  thatseetional  feelings  and  views 
had  usurped  the  habitation  of  those  which  warmed 
into  life  and  usefulness  our  happy  Constitution. 
And  after  becoming  thus  satisfied,  that  kind  offices, 
persuasive  arguments,  and  solid  reasoning,  were 
appealed  to  in  vain,  I  frankly  acknowledge  that  I 
know  of  no  course  lefi  more  ukely  to  avoid  greater 
evils,  than  a  mild,  but  unvaryiiu;  system  of  retal- 
iation ;  under  the  operation  of^which,  di&rent 
classes  and  sections  ot  the  United  Stales  might 
beeune  eonvinced,  from  ai^eals  to  their  interesL 
that  mutual  kindness  and  a  reciprocal  spirit  oi 
concession  ought  to  influence  our  councus:  be- 
getting a  due  and  tender  respect  to  the  interest,  the 
principles,  the  wishes,  and  even  the  prejudioes  of 
all  classes  and  portions  of  our  great  national  family 
Before  I  advance  to  the  investigation  of  the 
merits  of  the  resolution,  1  owe  it  to  my  colleague^ 
(Mr.  Clay,)  who  is  also  my  friend  and  messmate, 
to  explain  why,  having  communicated  to  several 
others  my  design  of  proposing  this  resolution,  I 
have  caruully  avoided  mentioning  the  subject  to 
him,  though  in  daily  habits  of  intimacy,  and  al- 
though I  have  no  friend,  living,  whose  approbation 
[  more  highly  prize.  My  mind  has  been  made 
up,  after  much  reflection,  upon  the  purpose  of  thia 
resolution,  so  soon  as  it  should  be  decided  that 
Missouri  was  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union; 
that  decision  has  already  taken  place,  and  dtore  is 
not,  a^pafcnt  to  me,  any  leesonaUe  ground  for 
expecting  its  reversal  here.  My  colleague,  (Bfr. 
CI.AY.)  who  has  labored  arduously  and  zealously 
to  settle  this  question,  and  tranquillize  the  Union,  is 
notwillingyettodesiuir;  he  indulges  the  hoiw  that 
sometbingmaystill bedone.  Had  I  communicated 
my  design  to  him.  I  thought  it  likely  that  he  might 
advise  the  withaolding  it,  yet  longer ;  and  ad- 
monished and  determined  against  further  delay,  by 
a  recollection  of  the  early  close  of  my  privilege  on 
this  floor,  and  the  still  earlier  day  at  which  cir* 
cumstances  required  me  to  leave  I  have  thought 
it  better  to  proceed,  without  the  possible  apjaoM" 
tion  of  my  colleague,  than  against  his  probable 
advice. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  peculiar  aptacss 
between  the  subject  which  I  propose  for  your  con^- 
sideraticHt  and  the  remnant  of  the  session ;  let  it  be 
recollected,  that  two  sessitms  have  been  wasted 
away  in  the  fruitless  discussion  of  propositions  re- 
lating to  Missouri ;  all  {nrts  of  the  United  States 
and  all  classes  of  your  citizens  have  suffered  and 
groaned,  without  that  legislative  aid  which  was 
required  by  their  wants,  and  called  for  by  their 
petitions ;  while  you  have  denied  them  your  at- 
tention, and  evai  withheld  from  them  your  sym* 
pathy.  Sir,  there  exists  a  further  olyection  to  this 
untimely  effort  to  despatch  the  important  busineM* 
of  the  nation ;  nearly  an  equal  half  of  this  House, 
from  the  South  and  West,  feel  themselves  and 
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4h«r  constituents  de^ljr  ag^eved ;  they  cannot 
bend  and  confine  their  attention,  at  this  late  hour, 
to  new  and  important  imbjects,  caUed  for  by  those 
who  have,  with  apparent  unconcern,  set  at  naught 
their  rights,  their  interest,  add  their  feelings;  and, 
if  stoical  enough  to  do  so,  they  should  recollect 
the  frailty  of  humanity,  and  avoid  temptation. 
Sir,  with  me,  (I  cannot  dissemble,)  tbe  salt  of 
legislation  has  lost  its  savor.  The  subject  I  pro- 
pose is  one  rendered  jast  and  necessary  by  the  re- 
snltof  the  legislation  of  almost  the  whole  preceding 
part  of  this  Congress :  I  mean  your  refusal  to 
admit  Missouri  into  the  Union.  1  do  not  believe 
the  few  remaining  days  of  the  session  can  be  better 
employed  than  in  adapting  the  laws  and  measures 
of  this  Govemment  to  the  extraordinary  crisis,  at 
which  we  haTe  at  len^h  arrived. 

Mr.  Speaker,  jrou  will  perceire  that  the  same 
act  of  Congress  which  contains  the  clause  author- 
izing the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  contains  also  the  clause 
which  I  now  propose  to  repeal.  The  history  of 
that  act  is  better  known  in  this  Hall,  than  it  is 
out  of  it ;  and  as  it  has  become  important  that  it 
should  be  fully  understood  by  the  nation,  although 
I  referred  to  it  on  a  former  occasion,  while  ad- 
dressing the  House,  it  seems  so  necessary  to  a  clear 
comprenension  of  my  proposition,  that  I  must  en- 
treat your  patience,  while  lagain  make  a  statement 
of -the  facts.  I  appreciate  the  indulgence  shown 
me,  and  will  be  as  concise  and  rapid  as  possible. 

1  now,  sir,  proceed  to  make  the  statement  upon 
which  my  resolution  is  predicated,  and  1  invite 
the  correction  of  gnitlemen  who  may  believe  me 
in  any  degree  ineoriect.  Upon  die  motion  of  the 
present  honoiaUe  Speaker  of  this  Hoose,  who  was 
also  the  mover  of  the  restriction,  a  committee  was 
raised  early  in  the  last  session,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  contemplated  restriction  on  Missouri,  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  compromising  and  allaying  a 
subject  which  even  then,  in  the  cradle,  gave  indi- 
cations of  its  being  an  infant  Hercules :  and  I  will 
do  the  honorable  Speaker  the  justice  to  say,  that 
I  do  not  believe  he  would  have  proposed  a  mode 
or  suggested  a  principle  by  which  this  affair  should 
be  sE^ed,  that  he  did  not  believe  consistent  with 
the  dictates  of  morality  and  reason.  The  com- 
mittee thus  raised  did  not  disagree  upon  principles, 
but  upon  lines  of  longitude  and  latitude.  All  were 
willing  for  a  compromise,  but  the  position  of  the 
lines  presented  insuperable  difficmtiesj  and  the 
eomouttee,  on  that  applicatioDj  was  discharged. 
The  Inll  prepaiatory  to  the  admission  of  Missouri 
passed  the  House  of  Reivesentatives  with  a  re- 
striction, and  was  reported  to  the  Senate^  the 
Senate  had  a  bill  before  them  for  the  admission  of 
Maine  into  the  Union :  Maine  was  on  the  extreme 
casteruj  Missouri  on  the  extreme  western  limb  of 
Ae  United  States.  Maine  was  called  for  by  the 
non-slaveholding  States  of  the  North  and  East ; 
Missouri,  by  the  slaveholding  States  of  the  South 
and  West :  the  East  was  jealous  of  the  growth  and 
power  of  theWest,  which  excited  alarm  and  jealou- 
sy in  theWest :  Maine  in  the  east  was  to  be  admit- 
ted without  restrictions ;  Missouri  in  the  west  claim- 
ed the  same  exooaption  from  the  intrusira  of  the 


Fbbidart,  18S1. 


(Seneral  Ooremment:  to  calm  these  jealousies, 
allay  these  fears,  and  at  the  same  time  to  do  equal 
justice  to  the  East  and  West,  the  Senate  deter- 
mined that  Maine  and  Missouri  should,  the 
same  act,  and  at  the  same  instant,  pass  tbe  thres- 
hold into  the  Union ;  and  that  each  should  enter, 
equally  unfettered  by  restriction.  This  was  just 
and  wise,  and  did  honor  to  the  calm  and  well- 
balanced  minds  of  that  Tenerable  body.  The  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  preparatory  to 
tbe  admission  of  Missouri,  being  thus  amended  by 
the  Senate,  was  reported  to  the  House ;  the  House 
disagreed ;  tlie  Senate  insisted ;  tbe  House  reject- 
ed ;  a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed  to 
settle,  if  possible,  these  differences  between  the 
two  brancnes  of  Congress  and  the  friends  of  Maine 
and  Missouri.  The  joint  committee,  after  much 
anxious  deliberation,  came  to  a  settlement,  satis- 
faclory  to  a  large  majority  of  Congress,  and  to  a 
much  larger  proportion  of^this  nation ;  the  friends 
of  Missouri  having  agreed  that  Maine,  unfettoed, 
should  be  admitted  forthwith  into  the  Union ;  ana 
having  reluctantly  consented  to  tbe  imposition  <^ 
a  restriction  upon  the  territory  west  of  Missouri. 
Those  who  opposed  Missouri  agreed  to  withdraw 
their  opposition,  and  to  consent  to  her  admissi<ni 
without  restriction.  When  I  speak  of  the  parties 
agreeing  to  propositions,  I  do  not  intend  to  oe  un- 
derstood that  every  person  agreed,  but  a  sufficient 
number  to  constitute  a  majority,  and  to  carry  their 
arrangement  through  Congress.  The  terms  of  the 
compromise  being  thus  well  understood  and  agreed 
upon,  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the 
Union  immediately  passed;  and  this  bill  also 
passed  authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  govemment  without  restriction, 
and  containing  upon  its  face  a  stipulation  that 
she  should  be  admitted  into  tbe  Umon  upon  the 
footing  of  the  original  States ;  which  bill  also  im- 
posed the  restriction  upon  the  territory,  which  re- 
striction I  now  contend  should  be  repealed.  Mt*- 
souri  assembled  her  convention,  and  formed  ber 
constitution,  laid  down,  according  to  the  practice 
of  other  States,  the  territorial  government,  and 
put  into  full  operation  her  State  government :  she 
chose  her  Representative  and  Senators,  who, 
under  the  faith  of  this  law,  presented  her  consti- 
tution, and  asked  admittance  into  the  Unicm. 
They  have  been  unjustiy  and  unkindly  rejected; 
and  the  attempt  has  been  renewed  to  impose  upon 
her  the  odious  restriction,  bought  off  at  the  fast 
session ;  and,  what  would  se«n  almost  in^mdible, 
none  can  hare  been  more  zealons  to  {nodaee  hci 
rfijection  than  the  Representatives,  with  a  single 
exception,  from  this  very  State  of  BAaine,  mo 
could  not  have  been  upon  this  flow  at  thu  time, 
or  probably  in  all  after  time,  but  for  the  comim- 
tnise ;  for  Massachusetts,  whc»e  consent  was  in- 
dispensable to  the  emancipation  of  Maine,  had 
cautiously  given  it  with  a  limitation,  which  would 
hare  run  out  in  a  day  or  two  after  the  compromise 
and  her  admission  ;  and  it  was  represented  here 
to  be  very  doubtful  whether  Massachusetts  would 
ever  afterwards  have  again  yielded  her  consent. 
To  the  honor  of  Maine,  her  Senators  (Holmes 
and  Chandler)  and  one  itf  her  RepresentatiTes 
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(Shav*)  hare  preserred  good  faith,  and  hare 
contended  and  voted  for  the  adnussioo  of  Missouri, 
and  the  fulfilment  of  the  terms  compromise, 
with  such  modification  of  her  constitntioa  as  ob- 
Tiated  the  objectionable  feature. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  princij^es  of  eter- 
nal justice  which  forern  the  intercourse  and  con- 
tracts of  indiTiduab,  and  the  negotiation  and  com- 
pacts of  cmnmunities,  sta  tes,  and  nations,  I  demand 
of  Congress,  not  for  myself,  but  for  one  half  of  the 
United  States,  the  repeal  of  this  restriction  upon 
the  territory  west  and  north  of  Missouri.  The 
consideration  promised  for  this  restriction  has  not 
been  paid ;  the  plighted  faith  of  Congress  for  the 
admission  of  Missouri  has  been  violated  j  then 
take  at  leas^  the  restriction.  Give  us  Missouri 
without  restriction,  or  place  us  in  the  same  situa- 
tion, by  taking  it  off  of  the  territory,  in  which  we 
were  when  you  entered  into  the  covmant,  and 

Sive  us  the  solemn  |ded^  of  a  law  to  do  so.  Sir, 
e  course  of  the  majority  can  be  justified  by  no 
principle  of  reason  or  sound  policy,  but  must  rest, 
for  its  support,  upon  the  antiquated  doctrines  of 
schoolmen  and  casuists,  of  pious  fraud ;  the  end 
sanctifying  the  means;  of  doing  evil  that  ^ood 
may  come  of  it ;  which,  though  they  have  received 
the  reprobation  of  true  morarists,  may  find  a  place 
in  the  new  code  of  ethics,  likely  to  grow  out  of 
these  times.  Are  we  to  hear  it  contended,  that 
the  furtherance  of  humanity  and  religion  will  jus- 
tify making  the  Southern  and  Western  people 
dupes  to  your  promises  and  their  credulity  ?  Will 

rou  sir,  (do  not  misunderstand  me.  Mr.  Speaker, 
do  not  mean  you  personally,  but  tne  House  over 
which  you  preside,)  contma,  that  the  restriction 
is  right  and  just,  and  that,  unimportant  how  ob- 
tained, it  ot^nt  to  be  maintained  and  continued'? 

Sir,  if  thb  principle  were  correct,  the  conclu- 
sion does  not  follow ;  I  deny  your  premises,  and 
will  j^oceed  to  show  that  the  restriction,  which  I 
seek  to  repeal,  is  unjust — unjust,  because  this  im- 
mense territory,  this  fair  portion  of  America,  over 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  has  said  he  contem- 
plated with  pleasure  the  numerous  States  that 
would  hereafter  unfurl  their  banners ;  this  spacious 
territory  was  procured  by  the  wisdom,  the  policy, 
and  the  money,  of  all  the  States  within  this  Union ; 
each  contributed  their  due  proportion  of  the  fif- 
teen, nay,  all  things  considered,  nearer  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  towards  its  purchase;  it  is, 
therefore,  the  common  of  the  United  States,  into 
which  all  should  equaUr  hare  the  privilc^  to  en- 
ter, to  roam,  and  to  sit  down.  But  will  it  be  said 
that,  notwithstanding  the  lestrietion  against  the 
introduction  of  slaves,  all  may  now  do  so?  I 
grant  yon  they  may.  But  we  should  view  and 
neak  of  things  practically.  Will  they  do  so? 
Sir,  I  will  tal»  occasion  to  say,  that  if  I  have  any 
capacity,  capable  of  being  rendered  of  the  smallest 
nse  to  my  country^  it  results  from  the  humble  fac- 
ulty of  viewing  things  in  their  practical  operation. 
Wh  en  you  recollect  their  prejudices  and  habits, 


*  When  this  qoesUon  was  again  revived,  and  Mii- 
•oari  admhted,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Haine,  voted  for  her  id- 
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and  that  slaves  constitute  the  principal  fmlunes  in 
many  of  the  slaveholding  States,  will  yon  not 
grant  that  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  this  terri- 
tory is  virtually  and  practically  the  exclusion  from 
it  of  those  and  their  posterity,  who  have  contribu- 
ted so  largely  and  most  largely  to  its  acquisition? 
Sir,  we  have  jointly  toiled  and  paid  to  acquire  it, 
but  our  Eastern  friends  aod  their  new  Western 
allies  now  contend,  and  are  likely  to  obtain,  the 
exclusive  enjoyment. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  this  Confederation  was 
formed,  toe  characters  and  rights  of  the  people  in 
the  slaveholding  States  were  known,  respected, 
acknowledged,  and  secured ;  and  now,  upon  any 
supposed  principle  of  policy,  without  their  ddiba^- 
ate  consent,  to  destroy  m  alwidge  them,  deserves 
the  aiq)eUation  of  (what  I  consider  it  in  fact)  an 
usurintion.  I  trust  I  have  shown  the  restriction 
to  be  unjust.  Sir,  the  idea  of  a  restriction  np<m 
the  intioduction  of  slaves  into  Missouri,  or  the 
territory  b«ng  better  for  the  t^ves,  seems  at  length 
exploded,  abandoned,  and  given  up,  upon  this  floor, 
as  untenable.  Indeed,  it  should  never  have  been 
urged.  The  permission  asked  by  Missouri,  which 
you  have  denied,  and  that  now  ur^  by  me  for 
the  territory,  for  the  liberty  (o  decide  for  them- 
selves upon  the  policy  of  introducing  slaves,  did 
not,  nor  does  it  now,  contemplate  an  augmenta- 
tion of  one  to  the  number  of  slaves ;  not  one  hu- 
man being  is  asked  to  be  reduced  to  the  condition 
of  a  slave,  who  is  not  so  already.  So  for,  sir,  is  it 
from  being  better  for  ^laves  with  whom  you  so 
strongly  sympathize,  to  impose  the  restriction, 
that  it  IS  manifestly  worse  for  them ;  impose  the 
restriction,  and  slaves  are  thereby  kept  crowded 
together  in  the  South ;  you  chain  them  to  their 
kterile  and  burning  fields,  and  to  their  i»«sent 
owners,  many  of  whom  have  great  numbers,  and 
are  thereby  rendered  the  less  able  to  provide  for 
them  abundantly,  and  the  less  disposed  to  treat 
them  with  humanity  and  indulgence;  but  give  up 
your  unmeaning  contest  about  restriction,  and  per- 
mit slaves  to  m  taken  into  those  extensive  and 
fertile  regions  of  the  West,  you  will  thereby  dis- 
perse them ;  increase  the  numbers  of  owners,  and 
you  decrease  the  number  of  slaves  held  by  each ; 
the  eflfect  of  which,  and  that  clear  to  the  view  of 
every  practical  man,  must  be  to  secure  more  abun- 
dant provision  and  humane  treatment,  and  fur- 
ther to  increase  the  prospects  for  manumission  by 
masters,  and  gradual  abolition  by  the  State  gov- 
ernment. But,  sir,  I  have  said,  that  withhcdding 
the  restriction  increases  the  prospect  for  mannmis- 
sioDS,  becuise  universal  experience  proves  that 
correct  notions  of  the  rights  of  man  and  the  prin- 
ciples and  feelings  of  humanity  are  gaining  ground, 
and  in  proportion  as  you  increase  in  any  section 
of  country  tiie  white  population  over  that  of  the 
black,  you  remove  the  pressure  from  the  growth 
of  those  principles  and  feelings,  and  increase  the 
quantum  of  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  blacks. 
This  encourages,  persuades,  and  excites  to  manu- 
missions ;  and  has  led,  and  would  always  lead,  to 
gradual  but  ultimate  abolition.  Sir,  I  am  free  to 
declare  it  as  my  opinion,  the  result  of  some  re- 
flection, that  if  you  were  to  abandon  the  contest, 
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and  peraiit  slaves  to  hreak  up  from  crowded  plan- 
tations, and  scatter  over  our  vast  Western  world, 
whilst  a  portion  would  be  relietred  from  Southern 
servitude,  and,  as  some  would  have  it,  want,  and 
would  have  Drigbter  prospects  opened  to  their 
view,  the  condition  of  tne  residue  would,  from  the 
operation  of  tbe  same  principles,  become  greatly 
ameliorated-  So  far  from  the  principles  favorable 
to  A&ican  slavery  being  on  the  growth,  as  has 
been  inconsiderately  asserted,  they  are  rapidl]r  on 
the  wane,  as  is  attested  by  the  policy  of  all  aril- 
ized  nations,  in  relation  to  the  African  slave  trade ; 
and,  beyond  all  others,  by  the  feelings  and  policy 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  it. 
From  these  conBiderations,andsomeotherB, which 
I  will  not  detain  you  by  presenting,  I  have,  m, 
contemplated,  with  no  unpleasant  sNisatioiM,  the 
extension  of  these  principles  and  the  di^>er«on  of 
the  blacks,  until  a  portion  of  the  present  slave- 
holding  States,  and  all  those  which  might  be  here- 
after admitted  into  tbe  Union,  would  and  it  con- 
sistent with  their  feelings  and  not  incompatible 
with  their  interest,  to  pass  laws  for  their  gradual 
emancipation.  Their  numbers  being  reduced  com- 
paratively low,  this  might  then  be  done  without 
danger,  snious  apprehensions,  or  great  inconve- 
nience — the  chief  obstacles,  everywhere,  to  such 
laws  at  this  time.  Bu^  Mr.  Speaker,  driven  from 
the  ground  of  the  restiietion  ban^  better  for  tbe 
unfortunate  blacks,  whose  condition,  gentlemen 
profess,  iini>dled  by  feelings  of  humanity,  thejrare 
desiKias  to  improve ;  they  yow  contend  that  it  is, 
at  all  events,  better  for  the  whites.  This  position, 
not  as  disinterested  and  magnanimous  as  the  form- 
er, remains  also  to  be  proven.  Sir,  I  have  been 
forcibly  struck  at  the  want  of  correct  information 
in  Legislatures  of  tbe  non-sWeholdinc  States,^ 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  particularly  the 
extent  of  the  present  contest,  as  evidenced  by  their 
proceedings  and  resolutions,  and  have  also  made 
the  same  remark,  on  gentlemen  of  great  informa- 
tion, occupying  high  stations  and  possessing  un- 
doubted int^ity.  I  do  not,  therefore,  esteem  it 
at  all  remarkable  that  the  mass  of  the  population 
in  those  States  should  labor  under  gross  misap- 
pFehenuons. 

The  honomble  Spe^er,  who^  I  am  quite  sure, 
would  r^mscnt  no  Act  otherwise  than  as  he  be- 
lieved it,  i»oeeedin^,  in  one  of  his  speeches,  upon 
a  mistaken  view  ofthe  state  of  socie^  in  the  slave- 
holding  States,  asks  tbe  question,  Who  but  slave- 
holders were  elected  to  the  State  L^islatares, 
dbc.  1  And  he  appoded  to  us  to  say  whether  the 
selection  of  a  laboring  man,  however  well  edu- 
cated, would  not  be  considered  an  extraordinary 
event  ?  I  answer,  sir,  without  the  fear  of  contra- 
diction from  the  Representatives  of  those  States, 
and  in  the  face  of  their  people,  that,  when  a  can- 
didate presents  himself  for  office,  it  never  eutNed 
into  the  mind  of  folly  itself  to  inquire,  by  way  of 
ascertaining  his  qualifications,  whether  he  held 
fdaves  ?  I  have  reflected,  and  could,  would  it  not 
be  an  unprofitable  consumption  of  your  time,  en- 
umerate very  many  of  my  acqoaintances  and 
frien^  not  neing  slaveholders,  who  have  been 
preferred  to  office,  and,  like  others,  elected  to  the 


L^islature;  and,  I  further  state,  mth  the  most: 
sincere  conviction  of  its  truth,  that  if  the  posses- 
sion of  slaves,  more  than  the  possession  of  money, 
or  other  property,  elevates  a  man  in  the  estima- 
tion of  society,  I  nave  remained'to  this  hour  alto- 
gether ignorant  of  such  an  effect.  Sir,  a  venera- 
ble and  distinguished  Senator  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Kino,)  said,  when  speaking  of  the  davehold- 
ing  States,  that  in  them  "  manual  labor  dishon- 
ored the  hands  of  Dreeuen."  And  theaameMBti- 
ment  has  been  re-echoed  in  this  House.  I  imr 
the  propositioD  to  be  traej  and  can  and  now  viU- 
proceed  to  show  that  this  is  not  one  of  the  erUs 
of  African  slavery;  bat,  thai  its  existace  in  a  si^ 
ciety  elevates  the  i>oor  and  laboriDg  white  man, 
and  that  its  non-existence  invites  and  leads  to  hia 
d«>Fession  and  dishonor.  Sir,  where  alavwy  ia 
tolerated,  slaves  perform,  for  others,  theaerviteand 
menial  duties  ot  the  staUe,  the  kitchen,  and  the 
house— I  say  they  perform  for  others,  beeaose  no 
one  would  expose  himself  bo  much  as  to  contend 
that  a  man  was  dishonored  by  catching*  his  own- 
horse,  or  a  female  by  doing  her  own  house  labor ; 
the  whites  engage  in  the  dignified  and  honoraUe 
labor  of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  aite ;  and  in 
these,  respectable  men  and  their  sons,  slavehtddcR' 


and  non-slaveholders,  indiscriminately  join;  and, 
if  I  have  not  to  learn  all  that  I  have  seen  and 
known,  a  man  is  lespe^ed  among  us  in  the  degree 
that  he  is  industrious,  honest, aadhonorable;  aiul 
is  degraded  and  dishonored,  as  he  is  vamnt,  lazy, 
and  unprineipled.  Mea  ou^ht  to  be,  and  are,  grad*- 
uated  m  society  by  thd  jinnei^es  which  I  bars 
mentioned.  When,  sir,  u  the  State  which  1  have^ 
in  part,  the  honor  to  represent,  a  man  in  the  higher 
walks  of  life  meets  his  poor,  but  honest  neighbor^ 
he  salutes  him,  and  treats  him  with  the  attention 
which  belongs  to  merit ;  if  he  comes  to  his  house, 
he  is  met  at  the  door,  and  cordially  taken  by  tbe 
band,  invited  to  a  seat  in  the  hospitable  circle,  and 
constitates  a  welcome  guest  at  his  smoking  board. 
But  what  is  the  picture  in  the  nou-slavaiotding 
States  ?  I  speak  the  language  of  experience  and 
truth.  The  wealthy  employ,  I  do  not  say  culpably, 
the  poor  and  miserable  whites  in  all  tbe  round  of 
servile  duties  from  the  stable  to  the  kitchen  ;  ther 
ride  before  and  behind  their  carriages,  and  stand 
often  trembling  in  the  ptesenee  «  their  avgnit 
employers,  in  practice  md  truth  their  mastm; 
they  act  as  their  cooks,  their  shoe-Uaeka^  and  thor 
scullions.  The  wide  chasm  between  their  stations 
and  pursuits  forbids  intercourse  at  all,  much  less  a 
cordial  one.  Thus  the  miserable,  poor,  and  Utbor- 
ing  white  man  is  degraded  and  dishosoied  in  the 
noD-slaveholding  States;  whilst  in  those  of  the 
opposite  character,  he  is  saved  and  redeemed  by 
the  inta-ventioD  of  blacks.  Since  the  days  of  Adam 
to  tbe  present  time,  men  have  occupied  the  varioas 
stations  of  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  dignified 
and  servile;  and  the  practical  difierence  Ktwixt 
the  slaveholding,  and  tbe  non-slaveholdinff  States 
upon  this  subject  is,  that  the  former  has  CKgraded 
their  black,  and  the  latter  their  white  brethren,  to 
those  servile  duties.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  it  may 
be  understood,  that  I  have  not  made  these  nmaru 
in  a  spirit  of  reproac  h ;  and  do  hope  that  I  ahaU  be 
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pudoned  for  bariag  examined  this  ftbe  docMne, 
of  labw  diriMmoriog  the  hands  of  a  freeman,  a  little 
at  latg^  wkm  it  is  recoUeeted  that  hy  far  the  great- 
est  pcNTtion  of  those  generous  freanen,  by  whose 
rotes  I  hare  been  elerated  to  a  seat  in  this  hall,  do 
not  own  slaves ;  it  is  mr  duty,  no,  sir,  it  is  my  prt- 
vilegq  and  pleasure,  to  defend  their  honor  as  well 
as  (beir  rights ;  and  I  da  with  indignation,  repel 
tho  insinuation,  though  from  high  authority,  that 
they  are  dishonored  by  labor ;  sir,  I  repel  it  ror  my- 
self, for  I  too  find  pleasure  and  adrania^e  in  labor, 
and  cannot,  patiently,  listen  to  such  an  imputation.  I 
Sir,  I  will  use  this  fast  occasion  to  impress  upon 
owt  brethren  of  the  non-filareholding  States  the 
extreme  indelicacy,  censoriousness,  and  impolicy 
of  raising  our  latches  and  attempting  to  disturb  the 
saeredness  of  domestic  rations  and  qniet ;  and 
will  say  to  them  "  Why  bdwldeat  thoo  the  mote 
that  is  in  thy  twother's  eyty  hot  eonsiderest  not  the 
beam  that  is  in  thine  own  eye?*' 

We  nerer  hare,  and  never  will  submit  to  have 
our  natnd  and  Constitutional  rights  revised  and 
qualified  by  them;  we  deny  their  authority  to 
catechise  us,  and  to  fulminate  their  denunciations 
against  oufpriBeiplesofmorality,religion,or  honor. 
I  will  not,  sir,  engage  in  the  inviduous  task  of  com- 
paring, much  less  in  attempting  to  elevate  our- 
selves abov«  our  brethren  of  the  East ;  if  I  can 
show  that  we  occupy  the  level  with  them  I  shall 
be  satined.  There  is  one  fact  of  which  I  entreat 
gentlemen  to  be  assured,  that  in  the  States  beyond 
the  mountains,  so  far  as  I  have  been  enabled  to 
collect  from  observation  and  inquiry,  there  exists 
as  much,  not  to  say  more  practical  morality,  reli- 
gion, and  hfflior,  as  can  be  found  in  the  land  of 
steady  habits.  Sir,  while  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  keeps  within  its  proper  fimiis,  which 
will  be  without  the  pale  of  State  authority,  con- 
fining its  operations  to  Fedoal  and  not  State  du- 
ties, as  they  inre  faikd  to  do,  in  the  attempt  to 
impose  a  restcietion  upon  Missouri:  while  it  mag- 
nanimously, disregardmg  local  feeling,  listens  to 
the  rights,  wantSj  nay  wishes,  of  every  class  and 
section  of  the  Union,  kindly  affording  relief  where 
pneticaUe;  and  where  not,  as  kindly  rejecting, 
t^ing  care  to  proceed  upon  strong  and  satisfac- 
tory, not  nice  and  technical  reasoning;  while  Con- 
gresswill  proceed  thus,  it  will  answer  the  designs 
its  authors,  and  gain  for  itself  the  love  of  the 
people  and  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

Mh  Speaker,  I  feel  so  deeply  impressed  with  its 
importance  that  I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that 
above  all  things^  the  Utter  subject  of  African 
slavery  is  one  -miich  can  nerer  be  touched  with 
imponity  by  the  Gaicral  Goremment.  The  Con- 
rention  that  foimKl  the  Conslitntion  found  it  so ; 
a  celebrated  ConTention  to  the  East  fotmd  it  so ; 
and  so  have  Congress  and  the  nation  fully  ascer- 
tained. The  Convention  was  constrained  to  leave 
it  as  they  found  it,  save  that  to  effect  the  very  ob- 
jeet  of  confining  it  to  the  condition  in  which  found ; 
the  citizens  of^ other  States  are  required,  on  the 
escape  of  slaves  to  such  other  States,  upon  the 
amiiieation  of  their  owners,  to  deliver  tnem  up  for 
the  purpose  of  being  taken  whence  they  came. 
Congress  should  not  meddle,  and  will  never  be 


permitted  to  meddle^  nwwiU  other  Sutes,  furdn* 
than  to  pass  laws  for  securing,  on  an  escape,  their 
custody  to  their  owners.  Such,  sir,  are  the  mis- 
chievous and  alarming  consequences  incident  to 
the  interference  of  the  General  Oovernment  with 
this  subject,  which,  if  once  permitted,  might  be 
followed  by  another  and  another  measure  of  en- 
oroachment,  all  exciting  and  eliciting  in  slares 
tiiemselves  and  in  those  who  might  engage  in  the 
cmsade,  as  wdl  as  in  their  owners,  the  most  deep* 
rooted  prejudices  and  violent  passions  of  the  hn- 
I  man  heart.  I  say  that  such  are  the  consequence* 
attendant  upon  this  assumption  of  power  by  the 
Qeneral  GoTerament,  that  every  parent  should 
impress  upon  the  snsceptiUe  mind  of  his  child  its 
great  danger,  and  the  necessity  of  carefully  avoids 
mg  it }  and  much  more  should  those  in  the  slave- 
hudiag  States  enjoin  upon  Utcirs  the  necessity  of 
constant  vigilance;  and  upon  the  first  discovery  of 
an  attonpt  at  encroadunent,  of  raising  the  alaini} 
and  never  ceasing  resistance,  until  every  Cons^- 
mtional  effort  should  be  exhausted.  Sir,  I  wish  it 
understood  that  I  am  no  friend  to  African  slavery, 
not  for  many  of  the  reasons  usually  assigned,  hot 
because  it  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  man,  SM 
derived  from  his  God,  and  I  will  nledge  myself  to 
go  as  far  as  most  men  for  its  amelioration  or  abo- 
lition. But  I  owe  higher  obligations  to  the  white 
population  of  the  United  States,  particularly  to 
those  who  have  sent  me  here;  to  my  friends  and' 
family,  than  those  which  I  feel,  or  ought  to  feel 
for  the  black.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  should^  never  be 
forgotten  that,  according  to  the  laws  of  ^e  slave- 
holding  States,  slaves  are  property,  and  protected 
by  the  Constimdmi  of  the  United  Sutes;  whieb 
Constitution  vests  the  Genoal  Oovenmest  with- 
no  powor  to  toneh  the  subjeet ;  that  the  eoitditioii 
and  treatment  is  bMteriuaerstood,and  ezdusivi^ 
understood,  by  those  States  themselves,  and  that^ 
whatever  ought  or  can  be  done  for  this  unforttmstw 
class  of  people,  should  be  left  to  the  States  respec- 
tively in  whien  they  are  situated. 

But,  sir,  I  have  been  sbongly  reminded  of  the 
necessity  of  this  resolution  by  a  recollection  of  the 
manner  in  which  an  honest  post-rider,  and  no 
slaveholdcTj  in  my  neighborhood,  reprimanded  and 
put  me  to  silence,  on  my  return  home  last  Spring: 
for  the  people  in  the  Western  country  not  owning 
slaves,  hold  their  heads,  and  that  justly  too.  as 
high  as  those  who  do,  and  take  upon  themselves 
to  inquire  about  public  business,  and  into  the  con- 
duct of  those  whom  lh»  elevate  to  ofl^e. 

This  honest  man  asked  me  what  important 
measures  we  bad  passed  during  the  session*  I 
proceeded  to  enumerate  all,  which  you  know  were 
but  few,  and  apologized  for  not  doing  more,  from 
the  great  length  of  time  which  had  b^  canployed 
on  the  Missouri  question.  Sv,  said  he,  that  ought 
not  to  have  taken  so  wise  a  bcuy  as  Con|press  half 
an  hour  to  decide  it ;  for  I  satisfied  my  mind  upon 
it  in  less  time.  I  endeavored  to  evade  the  sevez^ 
ity  of  the  stroke,  by  remarking  that  it  was  an  im- 
portant qnesrtion,  and  the  arguments  on  both  sides 
had  been  lengthy  and  able.  He  promptly  rephed 
that  he  could  not  see  what  ground  there  was  for 
argument  upon  so  plain  a  question  as  the  right  of 
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Congress  to  dictate  to  Missouri  about  having  or 
not  uving  negroes:  a  matter  which  concerned 
her,  and  which  other  States  had  decided  for 
themselves.  I  was  heartily  tired  of  the  Missouri 
question,  and  made  another  attempt  to  divert  him, 
by  remarking  that  we  had  this  consolation,  that, 
at  the  next  session,  the  public  business  could  be 
attended  to^  having  finally  compromised  and  set- 
tled the  disagreeable  contest,  by  allowioff  a  re- 
striction on  the  T^itory ;  and  there,  said  he,  you 
solfered  yourselves  to  be  yankied,  by  giving  up 
the  restriction  on  the  Territory,  for  a  right  to 
which  Miasoori  was  entitled  without  it.  Such  is 
the  force  of  smmd,  imi»rtial,  nnsophiiiticated  aeaae, 
that  it  carried  conviction  to  the  ^standm ;  thejr 
laughed  to  hear  the  post-rider  gain  so  fair  a  tri- 
umph, and  I  could  not  deny  him  a  victory.  Now, 
sir,  I  have  anticipated  with  some  concern,  that  I 
should  meet  this  plain,  common-sense  man  again; 
and,  if  so,  I  have  imagined  that  he  would  say,  sir, 
I  diought  you  told  me  that  the  Missouri  question 
had  been  finally  settled,  and  that  you  would,  at 
the  next  session,  be  able  to  do  the  people's  busi- 
ness. I  would  answer:  true,  I  did,  but  the  friends 
of  restriction  found  fault  with  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  because  free  blacks  and  mulatioes  were 
forbidden  to  go  there ;  and  they  were  said  to  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  privi- 
leged. He  vrill  be  almost  certain  to  say,  because 
he  has  aknack  of  putting  things  inastrong  point — 
ud  what !  are  biaelEs  and  mulMtoes  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates  1  and  hare  they,  therefore,  a 
Tight  to  be  members  of  Congress  or  President  of 
the  United  States  1  But,  I  shall  repeat  that  this 
■was  the  (pinion— -ri^ht  or  wroiiff  I  leave  you  to 
decid«-~of  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives,  and,  therefore,  they  were  dissatisfied. 
He  will  then  likely  inquire,  is  not  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  above  all  other  laws  ? 
for,  1  assure  you  that  it  is  a  principle  well  known 
to  our  cottstaoles  and  magistrates,  who  sometimes 
decide  a  law  to  be  repugnant  to  the  Constitution, 
and  therefore  void.  I  must  repeat  it  to  have  been 
the  opinion  of  a  majority,  that  they  could  not 
trust  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
weigh  against  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  The 
inquiry  will  then  be  made,  whether,  as  the  first 
Motion  of  the  law  which  prides  for  the  admis- 
non  of  Missouri  had  been  violated,  the  last  sec- 
tion of  the  same  law,  which  imposed  the  restric- 
tion, as  the  consideration  of  the  admission  of 
Missouri,  had  not  been  repealed  1  I  wish,  sir,  to 
be  prepared  to  tell  this  honest  man  and  others,  for 
great  is  the  solicitude,  and  numerous  will  be  the 
inquiries,  that  the  restriction  has  been  re{>ealed  ; , 
or,  at  least,  to  have  the  poor  consolation  of  being 
enabled  to  say,  that  I  performed  my  duty,  by  en- 
deavoring to  have  it  repealed.  And  I  beg  that 
my  dilemma  may  not  be  disregarded ;  for,  if  the 
icstriction  should  not  be  repealed,  he  will  surely 
i^wat  the  charge  before  made,  and  with  greater 
reason,  that  we  had  sufiered  ourselves  to  be  thor- 
oughly yankied.  For,  if  thia  resolution  be  not 
adopted,  you  will  have  the  advantage  both  in 
land  and  negroes. 
Mr.  Speaker,  1  feel  myself  cnutnined  to  com- 
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monicate  mv  sauations  on  a  late  occasion,  al- 
though I  had  designed,  until  this  moment,  to  con- 
fine uem  within  my  own  breast.  I  verily  believe, 
sir,  that  if  members  would,  upon  this  floor,  use 
more  ingenuousness,  not  only  m  disclosing  their 
views,  but  in  temperatdy  exposing  their  feelings, 
our  discussions  would  be  much  simplified  and  cur- 
tailed.  We  should  then  know  where  to  direct 
arguments,  or  whether  it  were  worth  while  to  use 
them  at  all.  But,  sir,  to  proceed :  After  the  late 
vote  by  which  Missouri  was  refused  admittance 
into  the  Union,  while  descending  the  hill  wcat- 
wardly  from  this  Capitol,  with  my  face  turned 
towards  ill-ftted  Missouri,  mjf  home,  and  my 
friends,  strongly  and  deeply  feeling  the  unkind 
blow  given  to  her  rights  and  those  of  one-half  the 
Union,  I  felt  such  maddening  sensations  as  I  only 
recollect  to  have  experienced  on  a  few  former 
occasions :  One,  sir,  on  the  occlusion  of  the  port 
of  New  Orleans  by  Spain ;  when  distress  and 
ruin  threatened  our  land !  Another,  when  the 
President's  proclamation  arrived  in  the  West, 
containing  an  annunciation  that  the  sovereignty 
and  flag  of  the  United  States  had  been  vioutra 
and  insulted  in  our  own  waters,  by  the  attack  of 
the  British  ship  Leopard  of  50  guns,  upon  the 
United  States  frigate  Chesapeake  of  38 ;  and  the 
third,  when,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war,  owing  to  the  weakness  or  treachrarv  of  Gen- 
eral Hull,  or  both,  Detroit  and  the  Northern  army 
were  surrendered,  and  the  whtde  noi^westem 
frontier  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  threatened 
with  blood  and  desolation.  Upon  all  these  occa- 
sions, my  voice  was  heard  endeavoring  to  enbin 
our  wrongs  and  dangers,  and  to  insfare  my  feflow- 
men  with  just  feelings  of  resentment;  nor  did  I 
decline  offering  the  aid  of  my  feeble  arm. 

Blr.  Speakn-,  I  beg  that  I  may  not  be  mis- 
understood ;  these  were  my  involuntary  emo- 
tions, but  they  have  subsided  and  becomecalm.  I 
know  my  rights  and  my  duty  as  an  American 
citizen ;  and  I  am  incatnble  of  thinking  of  any 
force  except  that  which  is  moral  and  Constitu- 
tional. But,  sir,  though  I  retire  from  this  mag- 
nificent hall  to  my  humble  fireside  and  my  fieli^ 
the  injuries  of  Missouri  shall  not  be  forgotten  or 
concealed;  they  will  continue  to  be  uj^pemoost 
upon  my  mind,  on  my  lying  down  and  nain^ 
on  my  going  out  and  craning  in.  Mr.  Speaker^  it 
surely  becomes  the  councils  of  this  natum  to  in- 
quire with  care  and  anxiety  into  the  course  likdj 
to  be  pursued  by  Missoun.  I,  sir,  will  use  this 
occasion  to  say  to  their  Representatives  and  Sen- 
ators, and,  through  them  to  the  people  of  Missouri, 
what  I  have  not  communicated  to  those  gentle- 
men, personally,  that,  as  they  have  come  forward 
and  offered  her  constitution,  or,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  court  etiquette,  have  called  and  left  their 
card,  which  has  not  been  returned,  but  rejected, 
and  have  also  offered  to  pay  a  personal  visit,  bat 
have  had  the  door  shut  in  their  face,  and  refused 
admittance,  that  they  now,  although  mortified  and 
humiliated,  should  r^urn  quietly  to  their  growing 
State,  and  there  remain,  with  an  elevated  mien 
and  inflexible  purposfc  until  the  future  agents  of 
this  Government  shall  forward  to  them  an  invita- 
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tion  to  attend  bar  eouDcib  in  this  Chamber.  Will 
BiisBouri  lay  down  the  fall  and  pnnid  drees  of 
State  gooemmeta,  and  again  corer  herself  with  the 
lowly  dishabitie  of  a  TerrUorp  7  Sir,  I  know  the 
character  of  the  population  of  Missouri,  and  have 
the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  many 
of  her  resiwctable  and*  influential  citizens ;  they 
are  enterpriainff,  intelligent,  and  bold ;  they  hare 
ao  ardent  ana  invincible  attachment  to  liberty; 
white  they  reverence  legitimate  government  and 
laws.  And,  sir,  from  my  knowledge  of  this  peo* 
pie,  I  will  venture  to  say,  with  great  confidence, 
that  yon  might  as  soon  expect,  by  your  mandate, 
to  roll  back  the  onward  floods  of  her  majestic  Mis- 
souri from  the  ocean !  You,  sir,  may  desolate  their 
fields,  and  raze  their  habitations^  but  you  cannot 
bend  their  necks  to  your  unconstttntional  yoke. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  design  to  use,  I  will  not 
use,  the  langua|^  of  menace.  I  speak,  however, 
fearless,  and  withtmt  diwnise.  Sir,  he  knows  but 
little  of  the  character  or  the  Smthem  and  West- 
ern delegation  and  States,  who,  while  Missouri's 
wrongs  remain  unredressed,  can  look  for  happy 
and  calm  iM^iatatton  on  this  floor.  While  our 
yoong  sister  MiBsoon,  for  imputed  wrongs,  not  her 
own,  bat  ours,  remains  bowed  down  and  covered 
with  distress;  while  she  remains  shut  out  from 
this  Hall  pale  and  sorrowful,  and  exposed  to  the 
meet  wasteful  elements,  your  sentinels  may  cry 
peace,  peace,  all's  well !— 4)Ut,  [  tell  you,  deceive 
not  yourselves,  there  is  no  peace ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  have  detained  you  longer  than 
I  designed  to  have  done ;  my  remarks  have  been 
warm  and  desultory,  but  I  bc^  yon  to  believe,  that 
I  have  boneatly  and  frankly  laid  open  the  feelings 
and  sentiments  of  my  heart,  and  have  advanced 
no  principle,  not  matured  by  r^ection.  Permit 
me,  sir,  to  return  to  you,  and  the  members  of  this 
Hmise,  my  kindest  thanks  for  the  patioiee  and 
attention  with  which  you  have  heard  my  valedic- 
tory and  uninteresting  discourse.  And,  with  the 
vaast  fervent  sincerity  of  heart,  I  implore,  for  the 
tranquillity  and  future  grandeur  of  cxx\  common 
country,  the  bleaing  aod  protection  of  that  God 
who  has  guided  us,  triumphant,  through  the  perils 
of  two  wars ;  that  God,  who  binds  the  winds  of 
heaven  in  his  hand,  and  calms  the  troubled  seas. 

Mr.  B.  having  concluded — 

The  preliminary  question  was  put — "  Will  the 
House  now  proceed  to  consider  tnis  resolution  t" 
It  was  decided  in  the  negative — serenty-oine  votes 
to  43.   So  the  residutioa  ties  on  the  table. 

SEDUCTION  OF  SALARIES,  &e. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  which  was  the 
bill  to  redoee  (on  an  averace  by  twenty  per  cent.) 
the  salaries  cX  the  officers  of  the  Government,  with 
the  aoiendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the 
ol^eet  of  which  was  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  mem- 
bers from  eight  dollars  to  six  dollars  per  diem. 

Mr.  SiMKiNs,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  could 
not  refrain  from  expressing  his  warm  and  decided 
approbation  of  the  sentiments  delivered  by  the  two 
gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  (Messrs.  ANOBBaON 
and  ROBBBTSOH.)   In  domg  this  the  Houae  can- 
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not  but  see  how  atterly  mistaken  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  is  when  he  attempts  to  justify  his  mo- 
tion by  saying  that,  for  six  dollars  a  day,  the  aUest 
men  can  oegot  to  serre  in  Congress,  and  that  thc^ 
will  be  suflSciently  permanent.  Every  step  this 
debate  progresses,  and  almost  every  member  that 
rises  to  address  you,  conUadict  the  gentleman's  po- 
sition, and  show  that  scarcely  a  man  can  be  got 
to  serve  here  for  any  considerable  length  of  time. 
Many  are  iodoced  to  come  from  a  spirit  of  patri- 
otism, some  from  the  eclat  of  being  for  a  while 
members  of  Congress,  some  from  one  motive,  and 
some  from  another;  but  experience,  the  best  of 
all  tests,  has  invariably  proved  (in  a  very  few  in- 
stances excepted  ),that,  by  the  time  such  members 
learn  the  routine  of  business — yes,  at  the  very  time 
when  they  become  fitted  to  render  real  service  to 
their  country — ^they  are  literally  driven  from  Con- 
gress by  the  poverty  of  the  salary  at  ewht  dollars 
a  day.  What  then  are  we  to  thmk  <h  a  proposi- 
tion that  goes  to  lessen  even  this  allowance  1  Sir, 
I,  with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  from  Mary- 
land, and,  indeed,  almost  every  gMitleman  who 
has  spokeo,  can  speak  disinterestedly  on  this  ques- 
tion. A  few  days  will  also  number  me  among 
those  who  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me  hoe,  free 
from  all  Congressional  interests  and  duties;  and  I 
venture  to  assert  for  the  Southern  States,  and  I 
think  I  might  for  the  Middle  States,  that  do  man 
with  a  family  can,  at  the  present  pay,  hold  a  seat 
here  for  any  length  of  time,  nnless  he  would  madly 
and  unnaturally  sacrifice  his  domestic  comforts 
and  private  interests — unless,  indeed,  he  would 
sacrifice  his  family.  Sir,  do  you  not  see  that  even 
every  two  yean  there  is  a  change  of  a  third,  and 
sometimes  a  half  of  this  body  7  Wlut  does  this 
show  but  that  professional  men  and  others  so  sae- 
rifioe  their  interests  by  seats  here  that  they  are 
driven  to  abandon  them?  And  hence,  this  House 
is  doomed  to  an  instability  and  a  fluctuation  so 
ruinous  as  to  unsettle  and  sacriflce  every  thing  dear 
to  the  country.  In  truth,  almost  every  class  of  the 
community  are  denied  to  come  here,  except  two — 
those  who  are  very  rich,  and  those  who  are  seek- 
ing other  and  more  prontaUe  places  through  Ex- 
ecutive patronage  and  otherwise.  If  the  present 
order  ot  things  exists,  the  endeavor  to  preserve 
this  body  pure  and  independent  will  be  fruitless 
and  vain.  In  vain  will  it  be  that  the  Constitn- 
tution,  for  the  wisest  purposes,  has  declared  the 
three  main'  branches  of  the  Government  separate 
and  independent.  Lower  your  present  pay,  (al- 
ready too  low,)  and  this  independence  and  purity 
will  exist  only  in  name. 

Sir,  the  imniH-tanee  of  this  Mittjeet  swells  as  we 
progress.  I  snould  not  have  risen  but  from  a  con- 
sideration of  its  being  of  the  last  importance.  I 
forbear  to  press  a  view  indelibly  stamped  with  in- 
terest, though  not  with  novelty. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Campbell) 
says  that,  whilst  dimioishiag  the  salaries  of  the 
military  and  civil  officers,  the  majority  would  be 
inconsistent  not  to  embrace  their  own ;  that  they 
ought  first  to  have  b^fun  with  themselves.  Wita 
the  consistency  of  the  majority  in  this  matter  1 
rejoice  to  have  had  oothing  to  do— oo  sin  to 
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anftver  for.  Let  gentlemen  look  to  their  own  coq- 
sifltency.  They  luire  made  their  own  choices.  I 
not  only  opptraed  the  change  in  the  method  of 
paying  your  military  officers,  as  a  retrocession 
instea^d  of  an  advance  in  military  science,  as  norel. 
unequal^  and  unprecedented,  but  I  have  opposed 
the  dinunution  of  pay  and  salaries,  both  civil  and 
military,  for  various  reasons,  but  porticolarly  be- 
eaose  this  is  not  the  {wc^r  time  to  settle  them. 
Some  salaries,  I  admit,  npon  tbe  change  of  times, 
may  be  a  little  too  high  j  bat  is  it  not  dear  that 
we  ov^ht  not  to  nasettle  and  mider  fluetnatiag 
•Tcry  ^iary,  at  a  time  when  the  state  and  eireum- 
•taoeesofthfliMtion  are  evidently  onsettled?  Look 
at  the  state  of  oar  importations  and  of  our  carrency. 
They  are  at  their  lowest  point  of  depression ;  per- 
haps may^  hare  already  risen  a  little  from  the 
k>«iest  point  Is  it  not  evident  that  the  importa- 
tions will  increase^  that  bank  stock  is  rising,  be- 
Quaw  our  boidcs  will  discount  more  liberaliy,  and 
<htow  into  circolation  a  great  deal  more  money  ? 
b  it  not  seen  from  these  premisea,  that  uo  man 
oan  now  lell  what  would  ae  an  adequate  salary 
Sot  anjr  d amber  of  years ;  that  what  may  be  am^e 
pay  this  rear,  will  be  too  little  the  next,  and  still 
more  inadeqaale  the  next  afker;  that,byleguUtiog 
at  this  moment,  we  not  only  act  with  too  much 
pnoipitation,  hat  are  actually  legislating  in  the 
dark?  I  kjunr  these  •tgomnts,  which  were 
UKged  by  me  m  the  bill  ndocing  the  salaries  of 
miUtary  officers,  two  or  three  days  ago,  had  no 
wttght  Ther  were  not  even  aiurwered,  because 
every  thing  men  was  earned  by  a  dead,  deter- 
mined, unyielding  mifjority.  On  oar  own  pay  I 
trust  they  will  have  more  weiriit. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  sajrs,  we  must 
li^late  according  to  our  circumstances.  Sir, 
this  is  the  very  reason,  urged  in  part  before,  but 
which  permit  me  to  repeat,  why  we  should  not 
now  l^islate  at  all.  How  do  we  know  under 
what  cuenmstanoes  the  next  Congress  may  meet? 
Here  we  are  at  the  very  heel,  not  merely  of  the 
session,  but  of  the  Consress,  legislating,  not  for 
ourselves,  with  a  due  and  becoming  delicacy,  but 
iegialatiDg,  hastily  and  officiously,  for  the  next 
Congiess.  The  Matkman  should  have  begun 
enrlier.  He  Aomi  have  bmm  as  soon  as  it  was 
■Mertained  by  the  annnai  Ticnsnry  report  of  the 
iast  sevioa,  dial  loans  or  tans  would  be  necessary. 

Sir,  with  the  first  gentleman  who  addressed  you, 
from  Kentnc^,  (llr.  AiiPBnaoM,)  I  recret  ex- 
tremely that  this  subject  was  BOW  touched,  because, 
as  has  been  well  urged,  it  is  one  of  extreme  deli- 
cacy, and  the  investigation  of  which  has  hardly 
fiuled  to  agitate  the  continent  from  one  end  to  the 
other.  This  is  not  all ;  for  nothing  is  so  well  cal- 
culated to  create  distrust  towards  us,  and  so  to 
humble  thia  body  in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  that  he  had  determined  not 
to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
this  bill ;  bu^  since  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
had  only  stated  his  own  views  of  the  sulnect,  and 
the  reasons  which  had  influenced  h^msel^~-and  in 
addition  to  this  had  also  stated,  that  he  was  pre- 
vented by  ill  health  from  attending  with  the  com- 
mittee (uirittg  their  inveMig^tion  of  the  subject 
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referred  to  than,  and  had  assigned  this  as  the  rea- 
son for  not  answering  the  questtoiu  which  had 
been  proposed  by  sevenl  gentlemen  respecting  the 
princifdes  which  had  governed  the  emnmitte^-Jie 
felt  himself  bound,  by  eonkderations  of  reflect  to 
the  House,  as  well  as  to  individual  members,  and 
in  j  ustice  to  the  conuaittee  to  state  frankly  his  own 
views,  and  also  the  reasons  which  had  induced  the 
committee  to  present  this  bill  to  the  eonsideratiott 
of  the  House,  so  lar  at  least  as  he  was  able  to  im- 
derstand  and  to  «Kpress  their  sentiments  on  the 
subject. 

Sir,  the  oomraittee  have  investigated,  witheon- 
siderable  labor  and  attention,  the  sevoal  sulqeets 
referred  to  them ;  and  the  biU  now  unAer  ctmnd- 
mtiim  is  the  result  of  their  examinadoo^  so  fhr  as 
r^ects  the  amount  of  the  corapoisation  to  the 
omcers  and  others  embraced  in  the  reaohition. 
They  have  endeavored  to  eqaalize  and  apportioa 
the  compensation  to  the  services  perforaaed,  with 
a  due  r^rd  to  the  talents  and  qnalificatioiis  ne- 
cessary for  the  iaithful  discharge  of  the  duties 
assigned  to  them.  They  have  been  guided  in  aome 
measure  by  the  amount  of  salaries,  which  the 
officers  and  others  received  previous  to  the  year 
1315,  since  which  period  mostof  thesalaxies  have 
been  increased. 

The  committee  believed  that  if  the  coaipensation 
was  not  reduced  beknr  the  wnount  fixed  by  hw, 
previoos  to  1616,  it  oould  not  be  claimed  that  the 
salaries  contem{uated  by  the  present  bill  would  be 
insufficient,  considering  the  present  appreeiatintt 
the  value  of  money ;  and  they  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  salary  officers,  even  with  the  redaction 
proposed  by  tbe  present  bill,  would  su&r  less  than 
any  other  portion  of  the  community ;  for,  if  the 
same  salaries  furnished  an  adequate  R^i^oit  in 
1815,  they  certainly  would  be  amply  sumnent  at 
the  present  time. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  presmt  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  country,  and  our  future  prospects 
of  revenue,  demand  a  very  considerable  reductioa 
of  the  present  salaries  of  the  officers  in  the  civil, 
as  well  as  in  every  other  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  addition  to  other  pr8<Aicahle  retrench- 
ments, in  order  to  bring  onr  expenditwes  within 
our  means,  and  prevent  the  ueoessity  of  resenting 
to  loans  or  direct  taz^on  to  meet  the enpeadilure 
of  Government  in  profound  peace. 

The  committee  have  endeavcHred  to  discharge 
faithfully  the  duties  assigned  to  them ;  they  fm 
no  penonal  si^icitude  for  the  fate  of  this  bill,  but 
in  common  with  those  who  consider  retrenchment 
in  our  expenses  necessary  for  the  wdfare  of  the 
country.  But,  sir,  they  do  feel  a  deep  solicitude, 
that  some  measures  may  be  adopted  by  which  the 
Qovemment  may,  by  a  reasonaUe  retrenchment, 
prevent  the  entire  destruction  of  our  most  valuable 
institutions,  which  will  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  our  increasing  expenses  and  our  dimin- 
ished resources. 

Sir,  my  attention  has  been  drawn  to  this  subject 
from  the  first  commencement  of  the  lost  session, 
in  consequence  of  the  enormous  increase  of  die 
appropnations  for  die  Tfeaaury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments.   It  will  be  recollected  that  a  imAa 
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-tbn  was  introduoed  by  me  st  the  last  session  for 
natiuctiDg  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
iaquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of 
^pril,  1818,  increasing  the  oumoer,  as  well  as  the 
compeoaation  of  the  clerks  in  the  sereral  Depart- 
ments, but  which,  with  every  other  effort  in  lavor 
of  retrenchment  during  the  session,  failed. 

I  c<msider  the  extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
increase  gf  expense  in  the  various  Departments  of 
onr  Gtomnment,  after  the  concliuion  of  the  war, 
a  growing  evil,  wholly  inconustent  with  that  re- 
piiuican  simplicity  which  formerly  characterized 
flur  CtoTeniment,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
essential  to  its  very  existence. 

Sir,  we  hare  been  too  much  in  the  habit  of 
•miJHf  the  manners,  loxuriea,  and  eztraTagance 
m  the  Old  World  •  we  have  taken  the  monarchial 
^vernments  of  Eon^  as  a  pattern  for  the  admin- 
ittnition  of  our  jilaia  reonbliean  njatem  ;  and  we 
have  been  following,  with  rapid  strides,  in  the  path 
^ioh  has  ltd  to  the  destraction  of  all  the  ancient 
npublicH,  and  unlessour  progress  is  soon  arrested, 
the  nme  inevitable  doom  awaits  our  own. 

The  investigation  of  this  subject  has  convinced 
my  mind  that  a  radical  reform  has  become  neces- 
Mryj  and,  to  use  the  phrase  which  a  gaitlemaa 
at  the  last  session  applied  to  the  leveaue  system 
on  the  tariff  bill,  there  is  something  rotten  u  the 
system.  I 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Kinbey)  j 
lias  my  warmest  acknowledgements,  for  the  mo-  \ 
tion  which  he  has  xoade  to  amend  the  bill  by  era»- 1 
iiu_the  clerk  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Patent ' 
Office,  with  the  explanation  made  by  him ;  and 
confirmed  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com-  ' 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  has  informed  the 
House  that  toe  superintendent  and  clerk  of  the  I 
Patent  Office  are  officers  unknown  to  oar  laws.  I 
They  have  relieved  me  from  the  necessity  of  | 
app^liog  to  the  laws  to  prove  the  fact.   By  j 
roar  laws  the  Patent  Office  is  a  branch  of  the 
State  Department,  and  has  alwap  been  kept  by  a 
clerk  of  that  Department  until  the  act  of  1818, 
and  until  1808  is  not  even  found  in  your  appro- 
priation bills.   But  what  is  its  present  condition  7 
It  has  lately  grown  into  a  department  with  all  the 
paraphenum  of  office,  a  superintendent,  with  bis 
dcdc  and  iiKBaenj;er,  created  Inr  your  appropria- 
lioB  bill*.   Yes,  sir,  messenger  I  another  creature 
of  appropriation  bilk,  which  have  become  of  late 
a  irerf  eonvenient  mode  of  creating  offices,  and 
iBCMasiag  the  number  of  officers  withont  the  usual 
fi»nimUtieB  of  ordinary  laws. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Honse  to  the  considaation  of  the  subject,  to  con- 
Tince  every  member  of  the  impropriety  of  this 
mode  of  Wislatiog  men  into  place.  Look  at  yom- 
apnropriaUoQ  bills  1  What  is  their  language? 
"  For  paying  an  assistant  to  the  Chief  Clerk  and 
messengers"  not  authorized  by  existing  laws,  dtc, 
•*  and  for  extra  clerks"  dollars. 

Sir,  this  mode  of,  (I  had  almost  said  of  smug- 
gling) officers  into  plaoe  by  a^mpriation  hills^  has 
become  a  most  fertile  source  of  abuse  and  of  ex- 
travagant expenditure.  Instead  of  ereatiBg  those 
offices  by  special  laws,  when  a  diOToiif  h  anmfiia_ 


tion  could  be  bad,  it  has,  I  believe,  often  been 
found  convenient  after  an  appropriation  bill  has 
been  under  consideration  for  several  days,  and  its 
details  fully  examined,  to  add  a  few  more  clerks 
by  way  of  amendment,  because  it  is  said  their  sct- 
vices  are  found  to  be  indispensable,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevails,  because  the  oiU  must  be  passed,  or 
the  wheels  of  Government  must  stop. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  rather  inti- 
mated than  openly  declared  that  the  pay  of  the 
clerks  has  not  been  increased  since  the  y«ar  1615. 
Sir,  in  answer  to  this,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tntion  of  the  House  to  the  printed  docoments  on 
onr  tables,  and  to  an  examination  of  the  gentle- 
man's own  appropriation  bills,  within  the  last  five 
years.  A  document  has  been  laid  before  us  which 
purports  to  be  *'  summary  of  compensations  for 
executive  departments  in  the  years  1790,  1795, 
1800.  1608;  1816,  1820,"  which  shows  a  most 
enormous  increase  of  the  expenditures  in  those 
Departments  even  since  the  close  of  the  late  war. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
particularLy  to  this  document,  the  authenticity  and 
accuracy  of  which  will  not  be  questioned :  and  1 
would  only  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  to 
reconcile  his  remarks  with  this  official  statement. 

We  find}  by  turning  to  this  document,  the  ex- 
penditure in  the  several  Departments,  at  the  differ- 
ent periods,  to  be  as  follows: 

In  1790  -  -  -  -  941,868  73 

1795  -  -  -  -  71,997  06 

1800  -  125,681  32 

1808  .  -  -  -  14£,363  83 

1816  -  27M42  47 

1820  -  -  -  -  353,097  60 

Sir,  thi.i  document  speaks  a  language  which 
cannot  be  misunderstood.   It  needs  no  comment. 

Will  the  people  of  the  United  States  consent  to 
pay  taxes,  or  borrow  money  to  support  this  expen- 
sive, not  to  say  extravagant,  sy^stem  1  For  one,  I 
can  say,  my  vote  will  not  be  given  either  for  loans 
or  taxes^  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  to  suppcfft 
this  rapidly  increasing  expenditure — nor  on  any 
conditions,  until  I  can  see  some  favorable  prospect 
of  a  thorouj^h  reform  and  general  retrenchment  in 
the  expenditures  of  the  Qovemment. 

Mr.  Campbhll  withdrew  his  amendment,  and, 
in  lieu  thereof,  proposed  the  followiDg,  to  come 
in  after  the  enacting  clause  of  the  second  sec- 
tion, viz:  "That  the  compensation  now  allowed 
to  the  members  of  the  Senate,  and  members  and 
delf^tes  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  pro  ttngton,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be 
reduced  twenty-five  per  cent.,  and" 

Which  being  read,  and  the  bnestion  stated  there- 
on, Mr.  Ahdebson  mored  toat  Uie  bill  be  post- 
poned indefinitely- i  and,  the  question  being  taken 
thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
49,  nays  107,  as  fimows: 

Tbas— Massta.  Abbot,  Aloander,  Alien  of  Massa- 
cboMtts,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayly,  Bnvatd,  Bnub, 
Batler  of  Loainsas,  Clay,  Crafts,  Ciowall,  Cushamn, 
CuthbertfDiokiDMHi,  Edwards  of  Peonqrlvania,  FiAer, 
Folger,  Ford,  Fuller,  Garham,  Hackly,  Jones  of  Ten- 
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DflMee,  Kinilej,  Lathrop,  Little,  HcCuUoagb,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Meech,  Mootgomer^,  8.  Moore,  Moeelej, 
Neale,  NentoD,  Parker  of  Virginw.  PinekDey,  Rankin, 
Reid,  Ringgold,  Robertton,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Smith 
of  New  Jeraey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Street,  TrimUa,  UpbuD,  and  Wallace. 

NATa — MeMTS.  Aduie,  AUen  of  New  York,  Archer 
of  Maiytaad,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bateman,  Beecber,  Bodes,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Batler  of 
New  Hampdiire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Calbreth,  Calpeper,  Dane,  DarliDgton, 
Davidaon,  Dennison,  Dcwitt,  Earie,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  N.  Carolina,  Fay,  Floyd,  Foot,  Forreal,  Gamrtt, 
Gray,  Oroae  of  New  York,  Groaa  of  PcDDiylvaiua, 
Ooyoo,  Hall  of  New  Yoric,  Hall  of  North  Ctr^ina, 
Hardin,  Hemphill,  HeDdricka.  Herriek,  Hibahman, 
Hill,Hobmrt,Hooki,  Hoatetler,  Jaekeon,J^nioD,Jono> 
of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kiniey,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  l^cby, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  Mallary,  Marehand,  Meiga,  Mer- 
cer, Metcall^  Monell,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton, 
Mnrray,  Nelaon  of  MaaeacboMtta,  A'eUon  of  Virginia, 
Parker  of  Mawachuaetta,  Patteraon,  Phelpa,  PhilaoD, 
Fitchcr,  Plamer,  Randolph,  Rbea,  Rich,  Ricbarda,  Rich- 
mond, Rogen,  Rosa,  Raaa,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Sloan,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Southard.  Stevena,  Strong  ofVer- 
mont.  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,TomUn- 
aon,  Tompkina,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tvler,  Udrec,  Walker,  Warfield.  Wandover,  WUliama 
Of  Virginia,  WUUama  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Campbell;  when, 

Mr.  Archer  moved  to  substitute,  in  lieu  of  that 
amendment,  the  following:  "  That  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  on  the  22A  day  of  January,  1818,  en- 
titled 'An  act  allowing  compensation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
delegates  from  Territories,  and  repealing  ali  the 
laws  on  that  subject,'  shall,  from  and  after  the 
third  day  of  Much  next,  be  repealed." 

Atid  the  qaestioa  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  again  recurred  on  Bfr.  Camp- 
bell's amendmenL 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by  inaert- 
ing,  after  the  words  "per  cent.,"  these  words : 
"  ftom  and  after  the  first  day  of  August,  1820." 

Mr.  Clay,  with  the  expressed  intention  of  put- 
ting the  bit!  and  amendment  to  sleep,  as  one  which 
would  be  productive  of  nothing  but  a  useless  con- 
sumption of  time,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
tdej  and  the  motion  waa  agreed  to — 84  to  62. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 


Tbdrsdat,  Fetoiary  22. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  engrossed  resolution  providing  for  jails,  in 
certain  cases,  for  the  safe  custody  oi  persoos  com- 
mitted under  the  authority  of  the  United  Slates, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cockb, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  at  12  o'clock  on 
Monday  next,  proceed  to  ballot  for  a  printer  to 
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execute  its  work  during  the  next  Confess,  ac* 
cording  to  the  provisions  of  the  "  resolution  direet- 
ing  the  manner  in  which  the  printing  of  Congress 
shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices  thereof,  and 
providing  for  the  appoinUnient  of  a  printo',  or  prin- 
ters," passed  on  the  3d  dar  of  March,  1819. 

Mr.  Crowell  moved  that  the  several  orders  of 
the  day  which  precede  the  bill  from  the  S«iate, 
entitlea  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820,"  be 
postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  said  bill 
into  c(MX8ideration. 

And  the  qoestion  being  taken  thereon,  it  ms 
decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  or- 
ders of  the  day  which  precede  the  Inll  making 
appropri^ons  for  the  naval  service  of  the  Unitea 
States,  were  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  report 
on  the  subject  of  weights  and  measures,  ^paicd 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  14th  December,  1819;  which 
letter  and  report  were  ordered  to  lie  npaa  the 
Uble. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fmn  the 

PRESIOEUT  OF  TBE  UNITED  StaTBB: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repretentativee  of  ihe  Untied  Staiet  .- 
The  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limita,  be> 
tween  the  United  States  and  Spain,  signed  on  the 
22d  of  Febraar;jr,  1S19,  having  been  ratified  by  the 
contracting  parties,  and  the  ratiflealtoM  having  been 
exchanged,  it  ia  berawiUi  eommnnieated  to  Oongreaa, 
ibat  aneb  Isglabttve  maanres  may  be  taken  m  thsy 
^all  jadge  proper,  for  carrying  ih*  same  into  exaen- 
tfon. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAaaiireTOlt,  PArwtry  92,  1831. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
Treaty,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For^a 
Affiurs. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  reetdved  itidf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  approwiatiou 
for  the  support  of  the  Nary  of  the  UBiled  Slata^ 
for  the  year  1821 ;  and  on  the  bill  to  anthonze 
the  building  of  lighthooses  on  Cross  and  Pond 
Islands,  in  the  harbor  of  Boothbay,  and  at  the 
month  of  Oswego  river ;  and  placing  baoys  on 
the  Shoals  of  Nantucket  and  vineyard  Sonad, 
near  the  harbor  of  Wickford,  and  on  the  Altamaba 
river,  and  for  other  purpoies;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Spbaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Foot  reported  the  former  of  the 
said  bills  with  amendments,  and  the  lattei  with- 
out amendment 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments aforesaid ;  when 

Mr.  Rahuolpb  moved  that  the  bill  with  the 
amendments  lie  on  the  table ;  which  being  r^(- 
ed,  the  said  amendments  w«e  concorred  in,  and 
the  tnUt  were  ordered  to  be  engrosaed,  and  serer- 
ally  read  a  thud  time  loHDOomw. 


Naoal  Appropritdiiioiiu^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


1217 


HISTORY  OF  OONOBfifiS. 


1218 


Que  i^Cenmodon  Iktektr. 


H.  ofR. 


CASE  OF  COHM.ODORE  TUCKER. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  Com- 
modore Samuel  Tucker,  as  amended  in  this  House, 
so  as  to  r^uce  tbe  annuity  to  520  per  month,  was 
read  ■  third  time.  There  wan  a  good  deal  of  de- 
bate oa  die  Uil.  Tbe  gentlemen  who  spoke  on 
the  subject  were: 

Forth£  htU — Messrs.  Montgohebt,  Fuller,  and 

PiNCKNET. 

AgaiaettbehiU—Hessis.  Mbtcalp,  Cobb,  Har- 
Dii^  Little,  and  Tdcker,  of  Virginia. 

The  bill  was  supported  on  the  ground  of  the 
mat  merit  of  Commodor^  Tucker  as  a  warrior  of 
the  Revolation,  and  his  present  reduced  circum- 
stances. The  objections  were  twofold:  1st,  on 
tbe  score  of  hostility  to  pensions  in  Keneral^  on  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  wounds  or  disability 
incurred  in  ser7ice3  and,  secondly,  to  paying  out 
of  a  fund  (the  Nary  Pension  Fund)  created  since 
the  adoption  of  tbe  Constitution — a  pension,  for 
Revolutionary  services.  To  the  first  objection  it 
was  replied,  that  this  case  was  very  similar  in 
principle  to  that  of  General  Stark,  and  to  other 
cases  m  which  pensions  bad  been  granted  for  ser- 
vices, and  not  for  disability ;  and  to  tbe  second, 
that  the  act  creating  the  Navy  Pension  Fund  con- 
tained a  provision  that  the  surplus  thereof  should 
be  applied  to  olgects  of  this  description,  and  that 
there  was  no  reason  for  diseriminatmg  between 
oar  naval  heroes,  whether  they  served  before  or 
after  the  passage  of  this  act :  being  in  the  one  case 
or  the  other  entitled  to  stand  on  the  same  footing. 

These  were  the  general  grounds  of  argument, 
pro  and  am. 

Mr.  Mktoalf  s^ke  as  follows : 

I  do  not  rise,  sftid  he,  in  opposition  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  DOW  under  consideration,  because 
I  have  less  of  the  good  feelings  of  sympathy  and 
of  kindness  for  our  distinguished  Commodores,  for 
officers  and  soldiers,  than  the  worthy  gentlemeo 
who  have  so  zealously  advocated  the  measure. 
Tbe  bill  will  be  partial  in  its  operationr— in  inrin- 
eiple  unjust.  Commodore  Tucker,  too  wealthy  to 
avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  the  general  pen- 
sion law,  seeks  to  obtain  a  pension  from  the  Govern- 
ment, by  tbe  passage  of  an  act  for  bis  special  and 
exclusive  bmdit.  I  will  not  call  into  question  tbe 
merits  of  the  application;  but  I  believe  tbe  claims 
of  many  others,  of  equal  merit,  have  been  very 


obtaining  the  means  by  which  to  make  a  display 
of  our  generosity,  I  would  go  as  far  as  any  other 
man  in  dealing  out  the  bounty  of  my  country  to 
Commodores,  to  officers,  and  soldiers.  .But  in  this, 
as  in  every  case  of  a  similar  character,  I  consider 
it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  look  at  both  sides  of  the 
question,  and  not  ^together  at  the  one  side ;  that 
we  should  decide  between  the  citizen  and  tbe  sol- 
dier on  principles  of  stem  And  undeviating  justice. 

It  does  seem  to  me,  that  we  should  not  so&r 
our  feelings  in  behalf  of  (hose  upon  wh(Hn  the 
puri^  treasury  appears  to  have  such  powerful  at- 
tractions, to  mislead  our  judgment;  or,  rather,  that 
leth  Con.  2d  SBis,~39 


we  should  not  entirdy  forget  to  feel  fat  that  elaas 
of  our  fellow^itizens  from  whose  pockets  the  eash 
is  to  be  drawn,  by  which  we  are  to  manifest  our 
liberality.  < 

Reward  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  your  coun- 
try, I  beseech  you — amply  reward  them :  give  pen- 
sions to  those  who  are  'entitled  to  pensions,  and 
never  withhold  your  bounty  from  those  who  have 
sustained  injuries  and  wounds,  and  have  shed  their 
blood  in  tbe  service  and  battles  of  their  country; 
withhold  justice  from  none.   But  do  not  sacrifice 

J 'our  industrious  and  productive  citizens,  whose 
ot  it  is  to  drudge  and  toil  for  the  support  of  tbe 
whole,  upon  the  altar  of  a  misapplied  generosity. 
When  I  reflect  on  the  past  end  tae  present,  said 
Mr.  M..  it  fills  me  with  the  most  afflicting  and 
melancboly  forebodings  for  the  future.  We  have 
but  little  to  fear  from  our  enemies,  much  from  ow 
friends.  In  discharging  tbe  obliffaiion  of  grati- 
tude to  public  functionaries  and  military  men,  boUt 
liberty  and  property  will  in  tbe  end  be  required. 
Tell  me  not  of^  precedents ;  a  righteous  cause  r^ 
quires  no  such  ^pping,  but  relies  for  success  upon 
Its  own  intrinsic  merits.  If  the  Government  has 
before  done  wrong,  will  you  plead  it  in  justification 
of  another  wrong  whicn  you  wish  to  impose  on 
your  citizens  7  If  the  treasure  of  this  people  has, 
at  any  former  period,  been  wasted  with  the  huuid 
of  profusion  and  extravagance,  until  they  have 
been  imperceptibly  conducted  to  tbe  very  brink  of 
ruin,  will  you  plead  the  precedent  which  met  the 
sanction  of  an  inconsiderate  and  an  evil  hour,  for 
precipitating  them. from  the  preoiiaee? 

Shall  we  not  retreat  while  it  is  in  our  power  to  do 
so,  and  when  we  have  auoh  fair  warning  of  the 
dangers  that  lie  immediateLy  before  us?  Shall  we 
go  on  to  justify  one  wrong  with  another,  until  we 
oppress,  with  excessive  burdens,  the  great  mass  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  and  make  them  bow  down, 
dispirited  and  despairing,  beneath  a  load  of  intol- 
erable taxation? 

With  these  feelings  and  s«itiqieiits,  I  will  only 
add,  that  I  do  enter  the  most  solemn  {potest  against 
thepassage  of  the  bill  before  us. 

Tne  yeas  and  nays  on  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill  wne  as  follows : 

YxAs— tfesirs.  Adsms,  AUsd  of  Msisaebnntta, 
Allen,  of  Mew  York,  Baldwin,  Bateman*  Bj^j* 
Beeeher,  Bloomfield.  Brash,  Botln  of  LoaimBa*  ' 
Campbell,  Caw,  dark,  Clay,  Crawford,  Crowd], 
CauDMU,  Dane,  nsitington,  Sonisen,  Biekiiifott, 
Edwards  of  PsDnijlisnis,  Eastis,  Fay,  Fol|«r,:Foid, 
Forrest,  Fofler,  G^rbtoitGrouorjfflw  YockiHseUoy, 
HeiBl^l.  Hendricks,  Harriok,  Hill,  Hobart,  Jones  ^ 
TennesMe,  Kinssy,  Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Lincoln,  Ma- 
clay,  HcCreary,  McGollou^,  MsUsry,  Moeeh,  MngHt 
Mercer,  Monell,  Montgomeiy,  6.  Hocne,  Morton,  Moso- 
ley,  Mnrrsy,  Nesls,  Ndani  of  Virginia,  NMrlon, 
Parker  of  MassacboMtU,  Piaeko^,  Pitcher,  Bold, 
msffold,  Bogers,  Russ,  SsrgMOt,  Silsbee,  SimUas^ 
Sioso,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Street,  Strong  of  Vcraum^ 
Strong  of  New  York,  Udiee,  Van  B«iM«laer,  Walker, 
WaUsce,  and  Whitnaa— 77. 
Nav*— Jtlesns.  Abbot,  Aleztoder,  Allen  of  Tan- 
I,  Andfnon,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 


Virginia,  Bakor,  BaU,  Bartwar,  BItcUedge,  Boden, 
Bievard,  Brown,  Biyan,  Bofihm,  Cannon,  Cbgatt, 
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Cobb,  Cocke,  Crefta,  Cathbert,  DaTidMD,  Dewitt, 
Eule,  Eddy,  Ednuds  of  North  CftrtJioft,  Floyd, 
Foot,  Gurnatt,  Gray,  GroM  of  Peoniylvania,  Hilt  of 
New  York,  Hardin,  HibihmtD,  Hooka,  Hoatetter, 
Jackaoo,  JobosoD,  Jonea  of  Virgioit,  Kant,  Little 
LiTarmore,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentn^,  Marcband, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pattenon*  Plutner,  Randolph,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richarda, 
Robertaon,  Rom,  Shaw,  A.  Smyth  of  'Virginia,  Smith 
of  Pforth  Carolina,  Soathard,  Stevena,  Swearingen, 
Terrell,  Tomlinaoo.  Tra<7,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Taeker  of  South  Carolina,  I^Ier,  Upham, 
Weodover,  William*  of  Virginia,  WiUiama  of  north 
Carolina,  and  Wood— 76. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Clat  then  rose  to  make  his  expected  mo- 
tion respecting  Missouri,  which  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing uape: 

Retoboed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  on  the 
partof  this  HooM,  jointly  with  andi  committee  at  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Seoslef  to  eonaider 
and  report  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  House,  reapect- 
ively,  whether  it  be  expedient  or  not  to  make  provuion 
for  the  admiaaion  of  Miaaonri  into  the  Union  on  the 
aame  footing  aa  the  original  Statea,  and  for  the  dae 
execDtion  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Statea,  within  Mis* 
souri  ;  and,  if  not,  whetber  any  other,  and  what  pro* 
vinon,  adi^tcil  to  her  aetnal  eondition*  oagfat  to  be 
made  by  law. 

On  this  motion  there  took  place  a  debate  of 
about  one  hour's  length. 

Mr.  Flotd  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  strik- 
ing out  these  words,  viz :  and  if  not,  whether 
any  other  and  what  proriMon  adapted  to  her  ac- 
tual  condition  oa^ht  to  be  made  by  law." 

And  the  question  being  token  so  to  amend,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the  reso- 
lution, and  passed  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  101, 
nays  55,  as  follows : 

TiAS — Meaara.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Teoneaaee,  An* 
deraon,  Archer  of  Merylaod,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Black- 
ledge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafta, 
Growell,  Cnlpeper,  Coahman,  Cathbert,  Dane,  Uar* 
Hngton,  Dandaon,  Dickioaon,  Earle,  Eddy,  Euatis, 
Fisher,  Folger,  Ford,  Fuller,  Grose  of  New  York, 
Oroaa  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hadtley,  Hardin, 
Heodrieka,  Hill,  Hobart.  Hooka,  Jackson,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey,  IdtUe,  Livennore,  McCoy, 
McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentadcy,  Mallary,  Meeeb, 
Meiga,  Mereer,  Metcalf,  Montgomeiy,  R.  Mooie,  S. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Morray,  Neale,  Kew- 
tm,  Parker  of  Maasachosetts,  Pindcney,  Pitcher, 
Phuner,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Rogera,  Raai,  Simkioa,  Sloan*  Smith  of  New  Jeraey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Vi^nia,  Smith  of 
NorUi  Carolina,  ElouUiard,  Sterens,  Storrs,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virgi- 
nia, Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Upham, 
Walker,  Wendover,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nazs— Meaara.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Measa- 
dtmetii,  Allen  of  New  York,  Bayly,  Boden,  Bnffum, 
Bntler  of  Louisiana,  Case,  Clagett,  Crawfbrd,  Den* 
iaen,  Edwarda  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North 
Oanlina,  F^,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fonast,  Ganutt,  Goiliam, 
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Gray,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemi^U.  Herri<^,  Hibah- 
man,  Hoatetter,  Johneon,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall, 
Kindey,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maelay,  McCallough, 
Marchand,  Monelt,  Mosel^,  Nelson  of  Massadko- 
setta.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
aon,  Randolph,  Rich,  Richards,  Ruas,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Silsbee,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tomlinson,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  said  committee  consist  of  twentv-three  mem- 
bers ;  and  that  they  be  elected  by  ballot,  pursuant 
to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  that  one  member 
of  the  said  committee  be  chosen  from  each  State ; 
which  being  negatived, 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  said  election. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  election  to-mwrow  at  12 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Teacy  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  election  on  Monday  next,  at  12  o'clock. 

This  latter  motion  being  rejected,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  motion  to  proceed  to  ue  elec- 
tion to-morrow  at  12  (^clock,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 


Fbidat,  FehnuTf  S3. 
Mr.  Ebkt,  from  tl^  Coimnit^  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  Ull  from 
the  Smate,  entitled  "Ad  act  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  gnmnds  belonging  to  the  United  States 
in  the  city  of  WashtngtonT'  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read,  and  the 
bill  and  amendment  were  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  roister  of 
wills  in  the  several  counties  within  the  Distoiet  of 
Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  the  year  1821 ; 
and  an  act  to  authorize  the  buildipg  of  li^t- 
houses  on  Cross  and  Pond  Islands^  in  the  huwr 
of  Bootbbay,  and  at  the  mOiUh  of  Oswego  livcr, 
and  facing  buoys  on  the  Shoals  of  Nantucket 
and  Vineyard  Sound,  near  the  harbor  of  Wick- 
ford,  and  on  the  Altamaha  river,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  wne  seraally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  a  patent 
to  Thomas  Oxley ;  and  the  same  being  reao — 

Mr.  Litflk  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow ;  which  being 
negatived — 

Mr.  Mallaby  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following,  viz : 

Prvridtd,  That  the  aaid  Thomas  Oxley  shall  lake 
no  advantage  of  this  act  after  the  time  limited  by  tbe 
laws  of  the  United  States  for  the  naturalixatioB  of 
foralgBers,  unless  he  beeonas  a  cHiaen  of  tlw  Uatlsd 
Stales. 


Admission  of  Mitaowri. 
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■  Aad  the  qaestion  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
abo  determined  in  the  negatire,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Of- 
fice, transmitting  the  reports  numbered  10  and  11 
of  the  land  offices  at  Jackson  Courthouse,  in  Lon- 
^na,  on  claims  for  land ;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
uderation  of  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
for  relating  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dian tribes }  and,  a  motion  of  Mr.  TnAcv  to  lay 
the  Inll  on  the  table  having  been  n^tived.  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroued  for  a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  LAND  DEBT. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cbowell, 
amin  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  parcbaMrs  of 
the  puUie  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  Jtiljr,  1820. 

Mr.  MeCoT  fiad  inoTed  to  strike  otit  so  mnch 
of  the  bill  as  permits  a  conditional  surrender  to . 
the  United  States  of  the  land  purchased ;  so  much 
as  dispenses  with  interest  on  the  money  due  for 
lands ;  and  so  much  as  makes  a  deduction,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  of  twenty-fiTC  and  tbirty-seTen  and  a 
fcftif  per  cent,  from  the  amount  of  the  debt. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  wide  debate  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  in  the  course  of  which  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  was  supported  and  opposed  by  the 
following  gentlemen :  For  the  bill — Messrs.  An- 
derson, Brcbr.  Hendrickb.  Jones,  and  Clay. 
Against  the  bill — Messrs.  Aabdin,  Cdlpepbr, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  and  McCoy. 

Mr.  AI.LEN,  of  Tennessee,  said:  The  argument 
so  much  relied  upon  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that 
the  Goremment  is  the  creditor,  and  ought  not  to 
exercise  that  rigor  in  exacting  complianpe  with 
contracts  ruinous  to  her  debtors  that  individuals 
would,  because  it  is  the  common  stock  of  all,  as 
wdl  as  that  urged  on  account  of  the  depreciation 
of  certain  bank  paper  that  will  not  pay  the  hold- 
er's debts  without  a  discount  equal  to  the  reduc- 
tion contemplated  in  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  would  apply  with  force  if  the  whole  commu- 
nity were  dMitors  of  this  description,  and  to  be 
provided  for  in  this  bill ;  but,  when  not  one  in  a 
thousand  has  purchased  public  land,  and  all  are 
laboring  under  the  difficulty  so  feelingly  described, 
can  it  be  right  to  apply  the  remedy  to  a  few  and 
leave  others  to  strug^e  through  a.s  they  can? 

I  hope  I  shall  never  be  found  hindmost  in  bind- 
ing up  the  wounds  inflicted  by  misfortune  upon 
any  of  the  sons  of  Adam.  But,  air,  the  wretched 
and  the  poor  presented  to  us  here  in  such  lively 
figures,  have  no  part  or  lot  in  this  matter;  it  u 
not  (he  poor  that  duv  land  in  any  country. 

Can  any  man  make  me  believe  that  a  farmer, 
owning  a  plantation  on  which  he  has  resided  three 
or  four  years  without  rent,  is  to  be  broken  up  and 
ruined  dy  the  payment  of  eighty  dollars  a  year, 
the  sum  required  to  complete  his  title  to  a  tract  of 
a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fertile  land,  under 
the  law  as  it  now  stands?  Such  purchasers,  I 
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repeat  it,  can  and  will  pay,  and  the  greater  part  of 
them  have  done  so  already. 

The  provisions  of  this  bill  give  such  purcha- 
sers the  liberty  of  paying  annually  fifty  dollars, 
without  interest,  for  eight  years.  If  punctually 
paid  it  is  not  half  the  rent  the  poor  have  to  pay 
for  a  home  in  any  country ;  and  if  in  default,  you 
give  them  the  chance  of  eight  years  more  without 
paying  anything.  This  is  going  further  than  they 
could  ask.  But  in  getting  at  the  class  of  purchi^ 
sers  for  whom  tnis  bill  is  intended,  it  is  necessary 
to  attend  to  the  poor,  as,  on  other  occasions,  some- 
times it  is  done  to  suit  the  views  of  the  rich^  they 
are  the  class  whose  interest  is  coniulted  in  this 
bill ;  they  hare  contrived  to  get  all  the  land  that 
is  worth  any  thing  in  their  possession;  and  a 
careful  examination  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
will  convince  any  disinterested  man  that  the  ob- 
ject is  to  get  the  whole  eventually  for  nothing. 

If  it  is  to  be  given  away,  I  want  a  distribution 
more  equal.  The  most  deserving  get  none ;  men 
who  risked  their  lives  disputing  the  title  of  the 
aborigines,  and  marched  over  tne  dead  bodies  of 
your  enemies  to  sain  this  land,  get  not  one  foot  of 
It,  but  that  which  has  been  ransed  by  these  ara^ 
rtcious  landmonffers. 

Independent  of  all  the  injustice  that  must  fol- 
low this  gratuity,  among  the  land  debtors,  I  view 
the  precedent  as  a  dangerous  one  in  relation  to 
the  collection  of  revenue — I  think  I  see  another 
class  of  debtors  ready  to  put  in  for  their  share. 

The  whole  dep«idence  of  this  Government  is 
on  revenue  derived  from  imports  that  is  now 
owing  by  merchants  who  have  experienced  great- 
er losses  than  any  class  of  men  in  the  community. 
They  are  too  useful  and  meritorious  to  be  left  beg- 
gars, after  we  finish  the  good  work  in  the  West. 
And,  sir,  the  cordial  support  given  this  bill,  by  a 
certain  section  of  the  country,  puts  me  on  my 
guard,  not  being  accustomed  to  see  any  extraordi- 
nary display  of  sympathy  for  the  people  of  the 
West,  except  for  tnose  who  we  all  know  hold  no 
land.  I  do  not  know  that  self-interest  would  in- 
fluence any  one  in  a  solicitude  for  the  passage  of 
this  1^.  I  am  a  stranger  to  alt  management  in 
legislation.  !  belong  to  no  party ;  I  know  of  none ; 
and  &r  be  it  ftom  me  to  impeach  the  motives  of 
any.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  judge  for  myself — in 
domg  so,  on  thb  occasion,  I  believe  sound  policy 
and  impartial  justice  requires  from  me  a  vote  to 
strike  out  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this  bill, 
and  as  much  more  as  will  defeat  its  passage. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  McCoy's  mo- 
tion, it  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  AnnEitaoN  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  allow  an  absolute 
reduction  of  thirty-three  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
due  by  the  debtors,  and  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
confine  the  discount  to  those  who  should  make 
prompt  payment  of  the  whole  sum  due. 

This  proposition  brought  on  a  long  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Bbecbbb,  Jones,  Cook,  Habdih, 
Sebobant,  Andebsom,  and  Clay,  joined. 

The  amendment  was  Anally  negatived— yeas 
55,  nays  62. 


PMte  Land  DeU. 
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Mr.  TooK&tt,  of  ViiviDia,  mored  to  add  the  fol-  j 
lowing  proviso  to  the  first  section  of  tbe  bill :  | 

Pnmdedt  aite.  That  where  any  pnrehaMr  has  pur>  ! 
diMHil  at  Iha  eama  time  two  <w  mora  quarter  vectiont,  : 
ha  ih>H  not  be  jwnDitted  to  TaHnqirish  lew  than  a  \ 
^wotn  aeetloii. 

This  amendromt  was  also  n^tired. 

Mr.  Hardin  then,  for  reasons  which  he  stated, 
moved  the  ftdilowiBK  additional  iHrorim  to  the 
third  ieetioD  of  the  bUl : 

And  provided  Jurther,  Tbtt  the  ditcoant  allowed 
in  this  bill  riiall  aet  be  mide  where  the  debtor  shall 
Ml  to'paj  any  of  the  said  several  inirtaliBeDt%  u  the 
auM  mall  bceinDe  daeand  p^sUe. 

This  amendment,  after  some  debate,  was  also 
rejected. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  tht  House  without  amendment. 

An  unsaccessful  motion  was  made  to  lay  the 
hfll  on  the  table,  with  the  view  (it  bein^  late)  of 
receiving  the  report  of  the  tellers  relative  to  the 
appointment  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
Missonri,  (in  examining  the  ballots  for  which  tbe 
tellers  had  been  em|doyed  nwly  four  hours.) 

Mr.  Habdim  then  renewed  the  motion  he  made 
in  Committee  to  amend  the  hill  j  when,  a  motion 
to  that  efleet  jureraillng,  the  lull  and  proposed 
amendment  were  laid  on  tbe  table. 

MISSOURI  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Abchbr^  of  Virginia,  then  reported  that 
the  tellers  appomted  to  examine  the  ballots  given 
for  a  committee  of  23  members  on  the  Missouri 
snbiect,  according  to  the  resolution  of  yesterday, 
had  performed  tMt  duty— the  reaolt  of  which  bal- 
lot he  delivered  in. 

It  appeared  that  157  moabers  had  been  voted 
for,  but  that  tbe  following  17  gentlonen  only  had 
a  m^orhy  of  the  ballots  given,  and  ware  deeted, 
tiz: 


Messrs.  Eddy,  of  R.  I. 
Ford,  ofN.T. 
Citlbretfa.  of  Md. 
Haddey.ofN.T. 
a.  Moore,  of  Pe. 
SteveoR,  of  Cob. 
Rogers,  of  Pa. 
SwaAtxitOtN.  J. 


Ussirs.  Cliy,  of  Ken. 
Oobb,ofa«o. 
Hill,  of  Maine. 
Baiboar,  of  Ta. 

8torrs,ofN.T. 

Codta,  of  ToBD. 

Rankin,  ef  Mis*. 

Archer,  of  Vs. 

Browo,  of  Ky. 
Seventeen  only  being  elected,  there  remained 
six  memben  yet  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Clat  moved,  as  the  operation  of  balloting 
again  to-m<HTow  would  be  tedious  and  create  de- 
laV}  that  the  House  a^;ree,  by  gmetal  consent,  to 
select  tbe  remaining  six  membm  from  those  hav- 
ing received  the  next  highest  number  of  rotes. 

It  was  also  su^^gested  that  the  Speaker  aj^mint 
the  remaining  six ;  and  the  Speaker  having  inti- 
mated to  the  House  that  if  toe  duty  devolved  on 
him,  he  should^  from  a  sense  of  inropri^y,  make 
the  appointmoit  from  the  ikames  standing  next 
highest  to  those  elected  on  the  list,  the  latter 
course  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  Mr.  Clay 
having  withdrawn  his  motion  in  faror  of  that 
course. 

It  appeared  then  that  the  five  following  genUe- 


men  are  also  elected  on  Ae  committee,  being  thA 
next  highest  on  the  list : 

Messrs.  DarlingtOD,  of  Pb.  Metcn.  Gross,  ofN.  T. 

PUdier,  of  N.  T.  Livenni>re,orN.H. 
Sloan,  of  Ohio. 

After  these,  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Baldwin 
were  next  highest  on  the  list,  and  having  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  it  remains  for  the  Speaker  to  de- 
si{^ate  the  gentleman  who  shall  make  the  twenty- 
third  membn  of  the  committee. 

The  House  then  B4jo<''>i6d> 


Satubday,  Febmary  84. 

Messrs.  Randolph,  Baldwin,  and  Smith,  of 
North  Carolina,  were  appointed,  in  addition  to 
those  already  named,  to  be  of  the  joint  committee 
on  tbe  Missouri  subject ;  the  first  of  these  to  fill  up 
the  number  of  the  committee,  and  the  two  last  to 
sumily  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
ofMr.  Livbbhobe,  and  Mr.  Gaoaa,  of  New  York, 
who  were  excused  from  serving  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  of  Richard 
W.  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
formerly,  a  merchant  residing  in  Cadiz,  in  Spain, 
setting  forth  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  demands 
against  the  Government  of  that  country,  and  pray- 
ing that  in  such  aet  or  acta  as  may  be  passed  tat 
carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  contained  in 
the  treaty  concluded  and  signed  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Spain,  on  the  22d  of  Fdmmy. 
1619,  and  ratified,  and  the  ratificatums  exchangsd 
on  the  22d  instant,  provision  may  be  made  for  pay. 
ing,  without  deduction,  his  claims  which  hav« 
been  liquidated  and  acknowledged  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  country,  amounting  to  $491,153  33, 
according  to  the  obligations  of  goMfaiu  contracted 
by  the  United  States  to  Spain,  under  tkua  express 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  aforesaid ;  whi^  mamo- 
risu  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foieign 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  frrnn  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
itfiations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Ksbuish- 
lishmmt  for  the  current  year;  which  waa  lead 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Cothbebt  gave  notice  that  be  would,  on 
Moodav  next,  move  the  House  for  leave  to  bnu 
in  a  bill  to  provide  for  sick  seamen  in  tbe  porC^ 
Savannah,  m  tbe'State  of  €teoi^ia. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  a  patent  to  Thomas  Oxley,  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Mr.  Nblboh,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee 
apiKMnted  on  the  3d  instant  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  on 
process  issuing  from  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  made  a  report,  accompanied  with  a  biU 
for  that  purpose ;  which  Inll  was  read  twie^  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  TV 
report  and  blH  are  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  wis  xeferred  t  imoiaAaa 
dhaeting  thsm  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  oTsbol- 
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illuns  impriwnmcDt  for  dsbt  on  procen  iMuiit  ft«m 
Aa  cwurta  of  tba  United  State*,  repoit: 

That  the  practice  of  impriaonittg  the  body  of  a 
debtor,  ibongh  aaQCtiened  bj  very  ancient  oaaga, 
MMM  to  hftva  had  ita  oiigia  in  an  ag*  of  bariMiMm, 
vad  c«n  oaly  be  eonndend  an  om^entioB  ot  that 
ijyatem  by  wblch  the  pmaoB  of  tbe  debtor  waa  anbfected 
to  be  Mtd.  Wei«  it  not  wholly  r^agDant  to  eveiy 
principle  of  fiee  gorernment,  and  incompatible  with 
every  aeDliment  of  generoui  homoiuty,  the  expomue 
to  sale  of  the  debtoj^  might  eeem  more  tolerable  than 
bis  subjectien  to  imptiaonment.  Policy  and  individaal 
iatereet  eppewr  to  combine  to  jutify  the  aervitade  of 
Uie  debtor,  in  preAnnce  to  his  seclusion  from  society, 
and  his  confinement  in  a  dreary  dongeon.  By  the 
Anner  system,  the  profits  of  the  labor  of  tbe  debtor, 
bnmght  into  the  common  stock,  wonld  contribute  to 
sngment  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  and  might  oTenta- 
■Uy  reimburse  to  tbe  creditor  the  amonnt  of  his  de- 
mand. It  would  certainly  avoid  thoee  expensee  whidi 
are  annnally  incurred  by  snbaisting  so  many  Dnprofit> 
aU*  prisMMfs,  without  ocomatiMi,  eonflned  in  the 
Jnili  of  the  ooantiy.  The  tmfcitqnata  debtor,  binial^ 
night  at  least  be  UeMod  with  the  enjoyment  of  air  and 
of  tight,  and  the  occauonol  socte^  of  &mily  and 
frionde,  frtHB  which,  by  the  latter,  be  is  oiWlimes  most 
cruelly  seoluded,  and  closely  immured  within  the  walls 
of  a  prison ;  yet,  who  is  there  in  this  liberal  age,  and 
in  this  country,  where  the  blessiags  of  freedom  are  so 
extensively  diffused,  who  would  not  recoil  with  horror 
uid  dii^n^t  from  a  proposition  to  expose  to  sale  and 
NTvitude  a  ftltowMatixen,  wboee  mi^iMtunes  might 
•nbjact  him  to  the  griping  pressure  of  «  haiderefiiorl 
And  yet  hew  ftw  ore  thwe  among  the  foatnnale  and 
aaeoeeaftU,  and  even  among  those  whom  tbe  benign 
^ecepta  of  our  religion  have  taught  "to  melt  at 
others'  woe,"  who  will  be  roased  from  apathy  and  in- 
difierenee,  when  they  daily  learn  that  our  jails  are 
crowded  with  groups  of  these  victims  of  minfi»tune ; 
and  who  do  net  bary,  in  the  oblivioas  round  of  frivolity 
and  pleasnre,  even  the  momentaiy  sennUlitieB  which 
«Mh  a  pictore  may  jRodneel  Nor  are  the  raleie  of 
this  bappy  land  free  from  the  reproach  which  such  a 
■tafai  upon  our  oede  of  law*  eannot  fail  to  imfirint. 
Year  aflcr  year  has  elapeed,  and  misery  upon  misery 
hoe  been  heaped  open  these  victims,  and  yet  the  hand 
of  mercy  is  withheld.  This  crying  indimence  to  the 
miseries  of  the  wretched;  this  cold  insensilHlity  to  the 
distress  and  suAring  of  oor  feUow-oreatuzes,  has  too 
long  stained  thm  annals  of  our  coantry,  uid  blurred 
with  the  imputation  of  inoongraity  our  boast  of  inde- 
fandraee,  liMrty,  and  ha^niMss,  whan  eoatnetad  with 
0U  praetiee  of  inmisonment  C»  naiafertune,  not  fbr 
•rime.  Rescued  from  this  thraldom,  the  ingenious 
and  tbe  active  restored  to  a  oondition  fbr  energy  and 
enterprise,  may  happily  find  means  for  acoumutation, 
to  tlie  advantage  of  their  creditors,  and  the  subsistnioe 
ki  comfort  for  their  Cuniliee  and  themselves.  Ner  will 
it  foil  to  add  one  oUier  and  important  item  to  thebmg 
flolnlogue  of  blessiags  wluch  spiog  bva  the  fruitfiil 
•onxca  of  happoneas,  founded  in  the  Kbenl  piittdplM 
of  free  and  equal  government  Wliilst,  m  other  Gov- 
ernments, regulated  by  no  such  piind]^  of  equity 
and  jnstiiBe,  imprisooment  at  the  will  ef  the  despot 
may  be  enforeed ;  whilst  subject  may  prey  upon  sub- 
ject, through  tho  instrumentality  of  law  and  the  «• 
tmotion  of  his  Hber^ ;  here  let  it  be  our  boaat  that  none 
oa«  be  derived  of  his  liberty  but  by  the  judgment  ef 
tbe  law,  upon  oonvictiott  of  crime ;  tlut  none  can  be 


mapriaoned  by  his  felbw-«iti»n  for  ttis  pover^  cr 
misfonunci  lieie  let  tlu  poesessiena  and  the  efihcm.  of 
the  debtor,  ha  made  anlgeet  to  hie  dobt%  hot^aia  his 
peieon  at  least  for  the  solace  and  the  comfort  of  his 
beggared  and  impoverished  family. 

In  some  of  the  States  of  this  Union  lain  exist 
wliereby  the  nnfbrtunate  may  be  relieved  from  this 
confinement.  It  is  an  example  worthy  ot  imitation 
by  this  Government  Tliie  eingnlar  phenomenon  is 
preeented,  that  a  m&o  imprisoqed  under  one  jurisdic- 
tion, in  tlia  same  country,  may,  by  one  code  of  laws, 
be  liberated  from  confinement,  whilst  another,  con- 
fined in  the  eame  prison,  under  another  jarisdietion«ii 
denied  this  privilege,  end  must  continue  in  hopeless 
and  irremediable  occlusion.  To  rescue  the  character 
of  this  Government  frwn  such  a  stigma,  is  the  object 
of  the  committee.  Aware  that  peat  delicacy  and  dif- 
ficul^r  are  to  be  encountered  in  devising  such  a  system 
OS  would  eenduoe  to  the  complete  sttsinment  of  thb 
demiahle  olged,  and  at  tlie  eame  time  combina  with  it 
the  moat  ample  seenri^  to  the  ri^its  of  indiridaalv, 
your  comnutiee  migiit  be  detairau  frnn  makioc  Ae 
attempt,  were  tliey  not  encouraged  by  the  benevolence 
of  Uw  olgect,  and  strengthened  by  the  persoaeion  that 
any  errors  which  may  spring  from  the  novelty  of  the 
trial,  may  in  future  be  corrected  by  the  experience 
which  will  be  readily  acquired  in  the  progress  of  tfae 
experiment 

BeUeving  tlut  the  remedy  heretofore  extmded  to 
the  cieditor,  whereby  he  baa  been  raabled  to  use  this 
coercion  fox  the  recovaiy  of  hie  delds,  is  completely 
within  the  control  of  the  National  LagisUtore  to  altar 
and  modily  as  iit  th«r  discretion  shall  seem  wise,  and, 
whilst  they  mdeavor  to  exempt  the  person  of  the 
debtor,  tbey  supply  the  moit  unrestrained  control  over 
his  goods  and  enects,  they  have  no  scruple  to  recom- 
mend tbe  interference  of  Congress.  Noi  have  your 
committee  been  unmiodfiil  of  one  of  the  ha^py  conse- 

Suences  whidi  msy  result  from  this  innovation,  in  the 
mitation  of  that  unbounded  credit  which  has  so  ex- 
tennvdy  prevailed,  to  the  great  ^oiy,  and  even  ruin, 
9i  many  honeet,  but  imprudent  doblMe.  The  tfiminn- 
tion  of  this  system,  so  fteeinating  and  sednctiva  to 
many,  may  ptvn  a  real  blessing  to  thoee  vriio  so 
often  disregard  the  stroagest  dictates  of  prodanoe  and 
discretion. 

Upon  the  whole,  whilst  your  committee  attempt  to 
stiiefd  the  unfortunate  debtor  from  cru^l  and  useless 
oppression,  they  propose,  in  the  most  ample  and  unra- 
stroined  manner,  to  subject  all  his  popnty  to  tha 
rights  and  interests  of  the  creditor. 

Thn  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  the  fofiowing 
biU: 

Be  it  ena^ed,  d^.,  That,  from  and  dlsT  the  yasshag 
of  this  act,  impiisonmeat  for  debt  on  prooees  issoingr 
from  the  courts  of  tbe  United  States  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  abolished;  and,  for  the  farther  enabling 
oeditors  to  recover  their  jnst  debt%  Be  it  meetedf 
That  tiie  lands,  teneawntsb  gooda,  cjhlltt^  rights,  s^ 
credtts,  of  sveiy  debtor,  ebaU  be  sulyaet  to  be  anied 
and  tiAan,  M  exeeBtiont  to  aatis^  ain;  jadgmanti 
tadim«4  daerae,  or  awaid  of  axecotiOD,  randend  in 
any  of  the  courts  aforesaid.  And  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  is  her^y  authorized  and  required 
to  preMribe  the  necessaiy  forms  of  all  such  procees  and 
executions,  to  be  used  in  tiie  eonrts  aforesaid,  as  may 
be  reqnired  to  enable  creditors  to  recover  their  jort 
dd)bi  in  every  case  whatever. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tU*  aet 
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riiaU  not  be  eoHtniad  to  meal  tnj  of  the  Inn  now 
•liituig  which  amiblo  erodnon  to  mm  fcr  ■ad  msom 
thair  debts,  (excmt  m  &r  u  relalei  to  eb^ifhui^  tm- 
^twnment  for  debt,)  bat  ahAll  be  oocutraed  in  aid  of, 
and  for  the  fortherwce  of,  the  prompt  recOTeiy  of  ell 
jut  debt!  and  demanda  whaterer. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoaae 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,"  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  amendment  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  bUl 
to  estaUiui  trading-hoases  with  the  bidian  tribal 
WM  read  a  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rakkih;  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Conunittee  on  Indian  Afiairs, 
with  imtnieti<mB  to  report  a  bill  for  winding  up 
tlw  pceaent  establishmcDts  on  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
temoer  next. 

On  this  motion  there  took  place  a  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Sootbard  and  Walker  opposed 
motion,  and  Messrs.  Storrs,  Tract,  and 
Flotd,  supported  it.  The  grounds  on  which  the 
motion  was  opposed  were,  of  course,  the  utility  of 
this  establishment;  its  ralae  as  a  means  of  ciTil- 
iziog,  and,  at  the  same  time,  protecting  the  In- 
dians, and  the  necessity  of  its  present  continuance, 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  public  property 
employed  in  it.  The  grounds  taken  or  the  other 
side,  were,  that  the  system  was  no  longer  recom- 
mended by  the  considerations  which  inducal  its 
first  estabUshment ;  that  it  did  not  contribute  to 
civilize  the  Indians,  but  rather  to  keep  them  in 
the  hunter  state,  by  holding  out  inducements  to 
than  to  preserre  fnrs and  tbat  abiuea  were  prac- 
tised at  the  public  trading  establishments^  by  exac^ 
ing  profits  not  authorized  1^  law,  and  not  ac- 
counted for  to  the  QoTemmoit. 

The  motion  to  recommit,  as  aboT&  was  decided 
in  the  ajSirmative  by  a  majority  of  fifty  Totes. 

DUTY  ON  BALES  AT  AUCTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  House  resolred 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  to  take  into  consideration  tbe  bill 
laying  a  duty  on  sales  of  merchandise  at  auction. 

Out  of  this  bill  grew  a  debate,  which  lasted  the 
whole  day. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  proposed  duty  of  two  per  cent  in  order  to  in- 
sert a  duty  of  one  per  cent. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Silsbee,  and  Oorhah,  and  opposed 
hf  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Serobant,  MeioBj  Foot. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  being  hostile  to  the 
whole  bill,  moved  to  strike  oat  tbe  first  section ; 
and  then  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Monday,  February  26. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  establish  the 
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eompensatimi  of  the  officers  emfdoyed  in  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  impwts  and  tonnage,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  rqiorled  the  same  with  sandiT 
amendments;  which  were  read,  and,  together  win 
the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wlrate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Mean^  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Freddokt  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a 
sum,  not  ezeeediiig  9^^,500,000  j  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committ^  to  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe  Union. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  an  annual  return 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  prepared  by 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Genoal,  coiuonnably 
to  the  militia  laws  on  that  subject ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  aet  to  continoe  in  force  fot  a 
furtiier  time  the  aet,entitled  'An  act  for  estaUish- 
ing  trading^housea  with  the  Indian  tiibea;*'  "An 
act  confirming  the  title  of  the  Blarquis  de  HaiaoiL 
Rouge;"  and  "An  act  to  extend  the  charten  ai 
certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia ia 
which  bills  they  ask  tbe  concurrence  of  tfab 
House. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
on  tbe  Missouri  subject,  reported  the  following 
resolution : 

Xetohedf  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  JSeprewitte- 
tivet  of  the  iMited  Staiet  of  America  in  Congrete  ae- 
eemiledt  That  Misw}Dri  stull  be  admitted  ulo  thia 
Union  oo  an  oqaal  footing  with  the  nigiaal  Statea  in 
all  roMwcti  whatever,  upon  th«  ftmdamanl^  cradition, 
that  tlie  fourth  elauM  of  the  twenty-atzth  aeetion  of 
the  third  article  of  the  conatitatton  sabniMed  on  the 
part  of  said  State  to  Congtesa  shall  never  ba  eoa- 
stmed  to  aothMise  the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that 
so  law  shall  be  paaaed  in  conformity  thereto,  by  wUdi 
any  dtiien  of  cither  of  the  States  in  this  Union  ahaS 
be  axclnded  fiou  tha  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privi- 
Icgaa  and  immunitiea  to  which  aoeh  citisea  ia  entiHad 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statea :  Pro- 
vided.  That  the  Lagialatura  of  tba  aaid  Slate,  1^  a 
sdema  puUio  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  tho  aaid 
StaCo  to  the  said  fnndameatal  etmdidoni  and  shall 
tranamit  to  the  Fraaidont  of  the  United  States,  on  at 
before  the  foorth  Mondqr  in  November  nezt,  an  a«* 
thentic  copy  of  the  said  act ;  apon  the  receipt  wheraitf 
the  Preaioent,  by  proclamation,  riiall  announce  the 
fact:  wherenpon,  and  without  any  further  inroceeding 
on  the  part  of  Congroaa,  the  admianon  of  the  said 
State  into  this  Union  ahalt  be  conaidered  aa  complete. 

The  said  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  or^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay, 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  calling  for  its  eon- 
sideratitm  in  the  course  of  this  day. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of 
public  lands. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with  instructinis  to 
r^rt  a  bill  to  amend  the  third  section  of  the  act 
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of  the  34th  of  April,  18S0.  entitled  **An  act  ma- 
kiiig  farther  proTision  for  the  sale  of  poUic  lands," 
so  as  to  fix  the  ptite  at  which  the  public  loDds 
shall  be  ofoed  for  sale  at  one  dollar  and  sixty- 
four  cents  per  acre;  and  also  to  provide  for  sos- 
pending,  for  a  limited  time,  the  nie  or  forfeiture 
of  lands,  for  failore  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon. 

This  motion  was  oppoeeA  by  Mr.  Amoersor, 
supported  by  Mr.  Foot,  and  n^tiTedbynohurge 

majority. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
strike  oat  that  part  which  classifies  the  land  debt- 
ors, deferring  their  payments  for  eight,  six,  or  four 
years,  &c. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  one  or  two  ^tlemeo, 
for  and  against  this  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the 
nwatire  withoat  a  division. 

Mr.  Robertson  then,  afler  some  introductory 
remarks,  moved  to  amend  the  bill— Jiis  olgect  be- 
ing avowed  to  be  to  exclude  mere  speculators 
from  the  bmefit  of  its  provisions — so  as  to  confine 
the  right  of  relinquishment  to  "  as  much  thereof 

*  (of  me  land)  as  shall  then  be  paid  for,  aud  no 

*  more  nor  less :  Provided,  That  all  persons  who 
'  reside  on  or  hare  improved,  before  the  passage 

*  of  this  act,  any  section,  half  section,  or  quarter 
'  section,  upon  which  the  whole  purchase-money 
'  has  not  been  paid,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  re- 

*  lioquisbing  any  legal  division  or  subdivisions 
'  thereof." 

This  motion  was  earnestly  opposed  by  Mr. 
Hehdricks,  and  as  zealously  supported  by  Mr. 
Robertson  ;  and  was  finally  negatived  by  a  small 
majority. 

Some  other  amoidment  was  made  to  the  bill, 
which  the  reporter  did  not  distinctly  understand. 

Mr.  Metcalf,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said,  the 
times  had  truly  been  such,  especially  in  the  West- 
ern country,  as  to  involve  almost  indiscriminately 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  prudent  and  the  impru- 
dent. That  almost  ail  classes  were  sufiering,  and 
he  was  fearful  those  difficulties,  embarrassments, 
and  sufferings,  were  increasing.  He  rejoiced  to 
see  sac  h  a  disposition  prevailing  to  pass  an  act  of 
general  amnesty  and  relief  to  those  individuals 
who  had  b^n  beguiled  into  error  by  the  injudi- 
ciooa  and  impolitic  movements  of  the  Government, 
and  hoped  it  might  be  done  without  detriment  to 
the  public  interest.  If  so,  it  was  kind  and  parental 
in  the  Government  to  shield  a  portion  of  its  citi- 
zens from  inevitable  ruin.  He  was  delighted  with 
the  sentiments  which  had  just  been  expressed  by 
his  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wood,)  who  sat 
near  him.  He  concurred  most  heartily  in  opinion 
with  that  gentleman  "  that  it  was  better  to  setUe 
than  to  w»  the  pnbUc  lands."  To  people  this  vast 
T^ion  of  country  with  innumerable  happy  human 
bongs,  ought  to  be  the  first  and  primary  object  of 
every  statesman  and  politician^  whose  own  happi- 
ness is  so  nearly  ctmnected  with  the  happiness  of 
his  fellow  men  as  to  form  a  material  part  of  it. 
The  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  those 
lands  was  a  matter  of  but  secondary  consideration. 
His  reflections  had  long  since  conducted  him  to 
such  a  conclusion. 
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Mr.  M.  said  he  was  also  delighted  with  the  sen- 
timents which  were  yesterday  expressed  by  both 
the  advocates  and  opposers  of  this  bill.  All  par^ 
ties  professed  to  be  in  favor  of  relieving  the  poor 
man  and  the  actual  settler.  The  only  objection 
urged  against  the  bill,  was  made  upon  the  ground 
that  the  relief  was  too  liberal  to  extensive  purcha- 
sers, and  to  those  whom  gentlemen  were  pleased 
to  denominate  speculators.  The  rdief  of  the  poor 
man  and  the  actual  settler,  was  professedly  the 
principal  object  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  but 
they  insist  upon  the  impracticability  of  distin- 
guishing, or  of  drawing  a  line  of  denuircation  be- 
tween ue  various  classes  of  purchasers. 

Entertaining  no  doubt,  said  Mr.  M.,  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  question, 
I  cannot  mt  feel  a  lively  hope  ttuit  the  proposed 
amendment  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  all 
parties.  All  of  us  roundly  assert  our  rodiness  to 
relieve  from  oppression  the  suffering  poorj  and 
none  but  the  poor  can  be  relieved  by  the  amend- 
ment. That  class  of  citizens  which  it  embraced 
were  generally  stigmatized  with  the  name  of 
squatters ;  and  it  was  said  thejr  had  located  them- 
selves on  the  public  lands  in  violation  of  titie  law. 
What  lawl  A  law,  if  any  such  there  be,  both 
unnatural  and  unjust.  They  were  moved  by  the 
paramount  law  of  necessity — by  the  strong  and 
irresistible  impulse  of  nature.  They  were  desti- 
tute of  the  means  with  which  to  purchase  in  the 
interior  or  elsewhere.  They  had  families  to  pro- 
vide for — they  moved  to  the  wilderness ;  surmount- 
ed all  the  obstacles  to  which  the  first  settlers  are 
subjected;  {taved  the  way,  he  hoped,  to  the  future 
way  and  residence  of  a  numerous  and  happy  popu- 
lation. In  doing  so  they  had  thrown  tnemselveB 
upon  the  mercy  of  the  Crovemment ;  and  who  can 
be  more  entitled  to  legislative  protection?  All 
those,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  who  live  in  the 
same  age  with  yon  and  me,  are  no  doubt  deeply 
interested  in  a  fair  and  proper  disposition  of  the 
puUic  land.  And  future  generations  are  probaUy 
more  interested  than  the  present. 

The  soil,  the  territory  which  we  are  about  to 
dispose  of  may  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
eoodly  inheritance — a  richlegacy  bequeathed  to  us 
by  our  common  parent,  who  is  all  kindness,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  those  who  wish  to  cultivate 
it.  And  I  am  persuaded  that  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  for  centuries  to  come,  will,  to  some  ex- 
tent at  least,  depend  on  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
those  to  whom  the  power  of  disposing  of  this  vast 
tract  of  country  is  ael^^ted. 

Then  will  it  not  be  well  that  we  should  endea- 
vor to  base  our  measures  on  principles  of  equity 
and  justice  t  And  that  we  should  suffer  no  part 
of  the  soil  to  be  diverted  from  its  legitimate  pur- 
poses to  that  of  speculation  or  monc^y. 

History  informs  us  that  when  the  German  and 
Scythian  nations  conquered  and  took  possession 
of  a  portion  of  the  Roman  empire,  a  few  great 
military  chieftains  usurped  thensselves  the  whole 
of  the  lands.  Add  to  this  the  laws  of  primogeni- 
ture, and  of  entailments  that  succeeded,  and  who 
that  does  not  close  his  eyes  against  the  light  can 
be  at  a  loss  (o  discern  the  causes  that  enabled  the 
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few  to  bind  ia  chains  not  to  be  broken  countless 
millions  of  their  fellow  sojourners  here,  and  to 
make  diem  bow  in  base  and  d^ndiog  salHnissioa  : 
fiv  a  saceession  of  ases— for  many  centoriet— to 
thdr  arbitrary  and  despotic  rule.  WiU  oot  the 
aame  causes  produce  the  same  effects  1  And  what 
is  the  difference,  whether  your  landed  domab,  this 
joint  inheritance  of  all,  shall  be  s«zed  upon  by 
military  force,  by  unjust  laws,  or  by  the  magic 
power  of  cash  in  hand? 

Bat,  perhaps,  t  may  be  told  that  we  have  bo 
laws  of  primogeniture — noentailments ;  that  landed 
estate  is  alienable,  and  even  subject  to  the  payment 
of  debts ;  and,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
creating  a  feudal  aristocracy;  and  at  all  erents, 
that  the  time  is  rery  remote.  But,  it  does  seem  to 
me  to  be  a  solemn  duty  we  owe  to  ourselres  and 
to  posteritr,  in  the  first  plaee,  not  to  delirer  over 
aU  the  rich  and  valuaUe  portions  of  this  great  na- 
tional domain,  so  as  to  exclude  from  a  just  partici- 
patuMi  all  those  who  are  without  money,  lest  those 
to  whom  it  is  ^iven,  should,  in  time,  discover  the 
art  (^securing  it  to  themsetreaia  large  quantities, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  multitude  who  may  live 
in  a  future  day  and  generation. 

What  is  this  territory,  this  soil,  but  a  vast  capi- 
tal in  the  hands  of  the  nation?  And  a  capital 
that  oo^ht  not  to  remain  inactire  as  long  as  tneie 
is  a  solitary  individual  laborer  who  wishes  to  cul- 
Urate  it  unempbyed.  Is  it  not  by  the  application 
of  labor  to  capital  that  a  nation  contributes  to  the 
Comfort,  and  nanpiness,  and  w«ilth  of  its  citizens, 
and,  consequently,  to  its  own  greatness  and  gran- 
deur 7  Then  shall  we  withhold  a  small  portion  of 
this  rast  capital  of  which  we  possess  so  much  from 
the  use  and  benefit  of  those  who  wish  to  apj^y 
thor  labor  to  it;  who  have  almdy  made  tome 
improraneuts  which  you  are  about  to  wreat  ftma 
tbooa  by  the  strong  arm  of  power}  who  are  ex- 
tremely poor,  and  who,  if  th^  are  urns  driven  oat 
from  beiieath  their  only  shelter,  have  no  other  re- 
sewce  beneath  the  sun  from  which  they  can  ex- 
pect to  procure  the  meaas  of  comfwtaue  living 
and  of  raising  a  family  t  And  shall  it  be  said  that 
the  acts  of  a  great,  a  magnanimous,  and  free  peo- 
ple are  more  oppressire,  and  less  humane,  toan 
were  the  acts  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  touching 
this  nmner  ?  We  all  know  that,  to  the  man  with 
a  family,  he  gave  without  price  four  hundred  ar- 
pens,  and  fifty  additional  arpois  for  each  child,  on 
condition  that  he  would  settle  upon,  cultivate,  and 
improve  iL  To  the  single  man,  who  had  been 
four  years  a  resident,  who  was  industrious,  and 
under  a  good  moral  eharaeter,  he  gsre  two  hun- 
dred arpens  cm  the  same  conditions.  But,  if  he 
eoold  obtain  a  certificate  from  a  meritorimis  ciA 
farOwr,  statinjg;  that  he  was  willing  to  give  hnn 
his  daughter  in  maniase;  in  that  ease,  he  was  en- 
titled to  his  two  hundred  arpens  as  soim  as  the 
marriage  contract  was  consummated,  though  he 
had  not  been  so  long  a  resident.  Admirable  policy ! 
and  well  calculate  to  prevent  a  fearful  and  dan- 
gerous increase  of  old  bachelors  in  the  land.  I 
am  awar&  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  that  I  am 
surrounded  even  on  this  floor  by  a  number,  I  vrill 
not  say  of  old,  that  would  be  an  uncooiteous  ex- 
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pnssion,  but  I  will  say  of  hoaoimUe  bacbelim— 
baehelors  who  have  become  so  from  choice,  and 
not  from  compulsion.  But,  from  my  knowledge 
of  these  my  worthy  and  respectable  friends,  of  tteir 
geaerosity,  of  the  noUeneas  of  thor  feelings,  and 
of  their  gallutry,  too,  I  am  wanmated  in  saying 
that  they  would  be  among  the  very  last  who  wonw 
interpose  the  slightest  mrrier  to  matrimony,  or 
make  bachelors  from  compulsion.  1,  therefore, 
confidently  calculate  oa  their  assistance  m  remov- 
ing every  obstacle  of  the  kind  alluded  to  out  of 
the  way  of  our  young  but  poor  fellow-citizens. 

This  policy  of  the  Spanish  Government,  in  my 
estimation,  sprung  from  the  soundest  suggestions 
of  wisdom ;  and  the  voice  of  humanity  too,  was 
consulted  in  its  adoption. 

Now,  let  us  look  at  the  condition  of  a  vast  pop- 
ulation in  the  Unon,  and,  thou^  we  shall  find 
much  cause  for  gratulating  and  rqoicing,  we  shall 
also  find  that  much  ranami  to  be  don^  f<x  thour 
sands  and  tens  of  thouMUtda  of  oar  fellov-citizens. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  it  has  latdy  been  said  on 
tUs  floor  that  at  least  one-half  of  the  free  white 
citizos  of  one  of  the  old  States  were  deprired  of 
the  inestimable  right  of  suflrage  because  tbey  were 
not  possessed  of  the  landed,  or  some  otiber  prop- 
erty qualification. 

Other  old  States  have  adopted  similar  provi- 
sions ;  and  with  tbeir  State  regulations,  howero' 
repugnant  to  my  feelings,  I  have  nothing  to  do. 
I  onTjr  mention  it  incidentally  in  adverting  to  the 
condition  of  our  common  country.  It  will  be  ad- 
mitted, I  wesume,  that,  in  all  the  old  State^  and, 
in  some  of  the  new,  th«e  is  a  vast  proportion  of 
the  citizens  who  own  no  land,  who  are  destitute 
of  house  and  home;  who  cannot  find  employment 
in  manufacturing  establishments,  or  othowtse,  by 
which  to  procure  the  means  of  comfortable  Uviog 
and  of  rainiig  a  family. 

What  is  the  language  of  an  aged  patriot  and 
statesman,  (who  was  once  President  of^ the  Uuted 
States,)  in  the  late  Convention  of  Massaehnsetta? 
It  is  that  "  more  than  half  of  the  citizens  of  that 
State  have  no  property."  BSark  this  language 
well — "  more  than  naif  ham  no  pnptrtp.**  am, 
then,  are  objects  upon  whom  their  re|vesentatiTeB 
might  Intimately  exercise  all  their  benevolence. 

But,  sir,  let  the  Glovernment  beware  of  a  policy 
so  oppressive,  Ust  in  the  end  we  endanger  if  not 
subvert  the  Itberties  of  the  country.  Is  there  no 
danger  in  a  loose,  disjomted,  floating  population, 
whose  interests  are  utterlv  disregmdnl  1  With 
all  the  deference  and  all  tne  respect  so  justly  due 
to  g^tlemen  with  whom  it  is  my  lot  to  difier  in 
o|nnion  on  this  sabjeet,  I  must  say  that  I  wemld 
not  dispose  of  the  public  land  with  an  eye  solelv 
to  the  immediate  revenae  derirafale  from  it ;  hat,  I 
would  guard  most  caotiously  agaiost  eUfaor  spent- 
lation  or  monopoly. 

With  all  his  superior  intelligence  and  his  knoirt- 
edge,  man  is,  perhajis,  less  coiksistent  with  hinndf 
than  any  other  animal.  He  is  blessed  with  cer- 
tain powers  to  do  good  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
narrow  and  contracted  limits  within  which  then 
powers  are  circumscribed,  yet  if  he  would  give  & 
proper  direction  to  his  energies,  if  he  would  ant 
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them  on  olgecte  within  his  sphere  of  action,  as 
would  seem  to  be  the  duty  of  a  rational  being,  his 
rirtaes,  his  benerolence,  and  his  philanthropy, 
would  be  seen,  and  felt,  and  acknowledged  with 
feelings  of  gratitude  by  his  fellow  men.  But  he 
orerlooks  the  real  and  substantial  good  which  he 
has  in  his  power  to  render  with  certainty  and  ef- 
fect and  in  search  of  remote  and  visionary  objects 
he  travels  on  in  trackless  mazes, 

•*  Led  OQ  by  Fancy's  meteor  ray. 
By  paseioD  drinn." 

Though  the  poet's  other  couplet,  I  fear, 

"  But  yet  the  light  that  leads  astray 
b  light  from  Heaven," 

is  wholly  inapplicable  to  such  an  individual.  He 
seems  to  hare  some  unsubstantial  and  unattain- 
able object  always  in  view.  He  is  tickled  with 
the  idea  of  an  Abolition  Society,  well  pleased 
with  a  Colonization  Society,  (in  which  I  wish  him 
success  with  all  my  heart,]  and  he  thinks  he  has 
discharged  his  duty  to  his  Maker  by  promoting 
the  views  and  givug  an  impulse  to  missionary 
societies.  Yes ;  to  missionary  societies — objects 
laudable  enough  in  themselves.  The  restless  mind 
must  have  employment ;  and  by  the  evening's  fire- 
side the  Christian,  the  philosopher,  and  the  philan- 
thropist, may  indulge  in  these  pleasing  but  ab- 
stract and  speculative  views  and  theories — and  a 
pleasant  dream  that  night  is  the  fruit  of  their  la- 
Dors.  and,  I  fear,  their  only  reward. 

Shall  the  practical  statesman,  too,  when  he  is 
contributing}  with  his  purse  and  bis  influence,  to 
the  extension  of  his  religion  among  the  heathen — 
while  he  is  commiserating  the  condition  of  the 
unfortunate  and  devoted  mrican,  and  magnifying 
his  merits  by  making  them  the  constant  theme  of 
bus  conversation,  the  seasoning  and  chief  ingredi- 
ent to  his  cdoquence,  the  unceasing  burden  of  his 
song ;  and  that,  too,  without  even  [H^^ending  that 
he  Has  made  the  slightest  discovery  of  the  means 
by  which  his  condition  is  to  be  ameliorated — while 
his  bosom  is  burning  with  the  most  ardent  desire 
for  the  sQCcess  of  the  South  American  Patriots  in 
their  generous  struggle  for  self-government ; — shall 
he,  too,  I  say — the  practical  statesman,  with  all 
these  seemingly  generous  and  noble  feelings,  spum- 
ing dull  reality,  neglecting  to  be  serviceable  where 
it  is  in  Ms  power  to  be  so,  overlooking  those  im- 
mediately around  him,  who  ought  to  be  the  first 
objectooi  his  care  and  his  solicitude— ^ise  himself 
on  the  pinions  of  fancy,  poietrate  the  clouds,  and 
from  thence  attempt  to  direct  his  idle  gaze  to  the 
remotest  comers  of  the  habitable  globe,  in  search 
of  a  Hindoo,  a  Brahmin,  a  Tartar,  a  Hottentot,  or 
of  some  such  object,  upon  whom  to  bestow  his 
benerolence !  If  he  does  this  thing,  sir,  wilt  he 
not  in  the  end  be  apt  to  share  the  fate  of  an  ambi- 
tious one  of  old,  wno  was  cast  down  from  a  very 
desirable  height  for  his  arrogance  and  his  pre- 
sumption 7  Or,  at  least,  like  the  dove  from  the  ark, 
(the  innocence  of  its  nature  excepted,)  may  he 
not  expect  to  return  at  last  among  his  brethren, 
without  having  found  wlierenpon  to  rest  the  sole 
of  his  foot? 

Now,  in  the  disposal  of  the  publit:  lands,  he  has 
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it  in  his  power  to  render  certain,  substantial,  and 
lasting  services  to  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  men — "  bone  of  his 
bone,  and  flesh  of  his  flesh,"  his  neighbors — I  mean, 
his  white  neighbors,  his  relations,  children  of  the 
Republic,  individuals  who  would  rejoice  to  have 
a  home  upon  those  lands,  where  they  might  culti- 
vate the  soil  in  peace,  and  raise,  for  the  benefit  of 
their  country,  a  virtuous,  a  laborious,  agricultural, 
and  republican  family.  I  confess,  sir,  said  Mr.  M., 
that,  if  I  could  have  mv  way,  instead  of  pushing 
ofi*  these  poor  individuals  from  the  small  quantity 
of  puUic  lands  thejr  now  occupy — ^instead  of  turn- 
ing them  out  to  the  buflfetinga  of  the  pitUessstoim, 
and  violently  wresting  from  them  their  little  cabins 
and  other  improvements,  I  would  consider  that  we 
already  had  land  enough  in  the  market,  and  I 
would  inrite  a  stream  of  population  from  the  did 
States.  Many  Eastern  boys  and  girls  among 
Aem,  who,  diough  poor  at  first,  and  *'  owQin|[  no 
property,"  would,  in  time,  like  so  many  lofty  pmes 
or  sturdy  oaks,  with  roots  shot  deep  beneath  the 
ground,  defy  the  howling  storm — defy  the  rode 
assault  of  their  country's  foes.  Yes!  I  would 
plant  the  young  couple,  whose  whole  estate  con- 
sisted in  nothing  more  than  a  horse,  a  cow,  a  bed, 
and  gun — perhaps  not  so  much  as  that— but  who 
had  health  and  strength  to  labor,  while  their  hearts 
were  warm,  and  cheeks  still  glowing  with  the 
blood  of  youth,  far  from  the  lunghtr  hmdlord's 
frown,  where  they  mi^ht  rear  their uveiy  offipring, 
and  learn  them  how,  in  the  paths  of  virtue,  of  in- 
nocence, of  patriotism,  and  of  independence,  too, 
to  walk  with  souls  erect,  acknowtewing  no  supe- 
rior, save  Him  alone  who  made  us  all — ^who  made 
this  land  for  the  use  of  those  who  might  wish  to 
cultivate  it ;  and  of  which  they  can  only  be  de- 
prived by  the  mistaken  policy  or  injustice  of  their 
fellow-men. 

Mr.  Mbtcalf  tfacsi  moved  to  amend  the  lull,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  as  a  new  section : 

"  Btil  fwtKer  maeted.  That  every  penon,  or  the 
representative!  of  every  person,  who,  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  did  actually  inhabit  or  enltivate  a  tract 
of  unappropriated  bnd  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
sbsU  b«  entitled  to  a  preftrence  in  becoming  the  pur- 
chaser of  one  qawter  aaetioD,  including  hia  or  their 
Mttlement,  at  the  mtniroom  price  of  the  Government. 
And  the  &ct  of  KaA  sattlsBieat  being  eatablirind  in 
conibnni^  to  eiisting  Uws,  bsfiwe  the  Roister  and 
Receiver  in  eithn  sf  the  lud  distrieta  oi  the  Unitad 
States,  before  tlM  day  apen  which  the  aame  is  exposed 
to  puUie  sale,  the  aud  sale  shall  be  sospended  fit  the 

term  of  years :  Frmided,  however.  That  every 

peisoD  who  it  aball  appear  is  the  owner  of  any  other 
land  ahall  be  ezdoded  from  the  benefit  of  tUa  act" 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large  majority. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king out  the  whole  of  the  bill,  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 

"  That  the  operation  of  all  acts  providing  for  the  sale 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  snspsnded  until  the  80th  dsy  of  April,  IBSS, 
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ia  hma  of  pnrchaMn  of  pobUc  lands,  at  any  of  the 
land  offieoa  of  tlw  Unb«d  Btatm,  tax  any  instalmont 
«  inatalmanta,  remaininf  unpaid,  or  which  may  fall 
doe,  previous  to  the  day  afbressid." 

The  question  being  tftken  on  this  motion,  it  was 
nentire^-68  to  40. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
allow  to  those  who  purchased  lands  at  a  rate  less 
than  three  dollars  per  acre  the  same  discount  as 
is  allowed  to  purchasers  above  that  rate,  and  to 
reduce  that  discount  from  thittjr-three  and  a  third 
per  cent,  to  twenty-five  per  cent. 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Can- 
non, and  spoken  upon  by  Mr.  Hendbicks  and  Mr. 
Hardin,  and  was  agreed  to — 69  to  53. 

Mr.  Anderson  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
(since  the  system  of  the  Senate  had  been  broken 
in  upon)  so  as  to  strike  out  all  that  proposes  an 
absolute  reduction  of  25  ner  cent,  on  the  amount 
due  by  each  purchaser  or  public  land,  his  ol^ect 
being  to  snlwtitute  for  it  an  allowance  of  dis- 
count for  prompt  payment. 

This  nu}tion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clat,  and 
supported  by  Messrs.  AnnBRBON,  Fuller,  and 
Cobb.  The  vote  thereon  ms  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Abbot,  Aleiander,  AUen  of  Masas' 
ehusetta,  Allen  of  Tonneaaee,  Anderson,  Archer,  of 
Manrland,  Ball,  Barboar,  Bateman,  Bloomfield,  Biyan, 
Bnf  fam,  Caae,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cnlbreth,  Caipeper,  Cath- 
bert,  Davidaoa,  Denison,  Dswitt,  Di^inaon,  Eddy, 
Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Folger, 
Foot,  Gray,  Gnyoo,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin,  Hibah- 
man.  Hill,  Hooka,  Hoatetter,  Little,  Livermore,  Ma- 
day,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mer- 
eer,  MetoJ^  Monell,  Hontgomery.  S.  Moore,  T.  L. 
Moore,  Morton,  Hnrray,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Maasa- 
cbuaetta,  Parker  of  Maaaachasetta,  Parker  of  Virgioia, 
Phelpa,  Pbilaon,  Finckney,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reid, 
Richardi,  RoberlaOD,  Rogera,  Russ,  Settle,  Silsbee, 
Simkina,  Southard,  Stevena,  Storra,  Terrell,  Tomlin- 
son,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tncker  of 
South  Carolina,  Udree,  Walker,  Warfieid,  Wendover, 
Williama  of  Virginia,  Williunaof  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood— 83. 

Nats — Meaars.  Adama,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bayly.  Beecber,  BlacUedge,  Bodeo,  Brnab, 
Botler  of  Loniaiana,  Campbell,  CennoD,  Clarit,  Clay, 
Cook,  Crowell,  Caahman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Edwarda 
of  Con.,  Edwarda  of  Penn.,  Eaatis,  Fay,  Ford,  FolUr, 
Gorham.  Groaa  of  N.  York,  Gross  of  Peon.,  Htckley, 
Hemphill,  Hendricka,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Jackson,  John- 
eon,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Tenneaaae,  Kendall, 
Kinaey,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  McCulbagb,  Mallary,  Mar- 
ehand,  Meecb,  R.  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Patteraoo,  Pitcher,  Rbea,  Rich,  Ridimond, 
Ringgold,  Roes,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  South  of  New 
Jeraey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street^  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tyler,  and 
Van  Renaselaer— 70. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  vras  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tdckkr,  of  Virginia,  the 
House  then  agreed  to  reconsider  the  amendment, 
adopted  on  Fnday  last,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Har- 
din :  and  Mr.  H.  then  withdrew  the  same. 

Mr.  ANnERsoH  then  moved  to  amend  the  btlt, 
by  adding  thereto  a  provision  contemplating  the 


allowance  of  a  considerable  deduction  (37}  per 
cent.)  for  prompt  paymmt  of  the  money  due. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clat,  as  go- 
ing to  favor  moneyed  men  only,  who  have  no  oc- 
casion for  indulgence  from  the  Government.  He 
concluded,  by  moving  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment lie  on  the  taUe,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  the 
Missouri  resolution,  which,  he  hoped,  thm  was  a 
general  wish  to  see  acted  upon  this  day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  resolution,  as  above 
reported  by  the  joint  committee  on  the  Missouri 

subject. 

Mr.  Clay  Iwiefly  ex|)lained  the  views  of  the 
committee,  and  the  considerations  which  induced 
them  to  report  the  resolution.  He  considered  this 
resolution  as  being  the  same  in  effect  as  that  which 
had  been  previously  reported  by  the  former  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  members ;  and  stated  that  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  was  unani- 
mous, and  that  on  the  part  of  this  House  nearly 
so,  in  favor  of  this  resolation. 

Mr.  Adamb,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered  his  ob- 
jections to  the  resolution,  on  the  ground  of  the 
defect  of  power  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  authorize  or  require  the  Legislature  of 
a  State,  once  admitted  into  the  Union,  to  do  the 
act  proiKJsed  by  this  resolution  to  be  demanded  of 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri.  * 


*  Totlu  Eiitort  of  tht  National  biteiUgenur  .- 

OxiTTLBHix :  In  yonr  psper  of  Tuesday  lut,  ata- 
ting  the  proceedinp  of  the  House  of  Ryeewitalivea, 
on  the  reaolntion  for  the  admiarion  of  aCiseonri  into 
the  Union,  ia  the fbltawingerroneona  paragraph:  **Mr. 
Adama,  of  Maaaacbuactta,  delivered  hia  objectiona  to  the 
reaolntion,  on  the  ground  of  the  defect  of  power  in  the 
Congreaa  of  the  United  States  to  authorise  or  require 
the  Legislature  of  a  State,  once  admitted  iidie  the 
Union,  to  do  the  act  proposed  by  thia  reeotntioB  to  be 
demanded  of  the  Legialatore  of  Miasoori." 

I  did  not  object  to  the  rescrinUon  on  the  ground  in 
this  paragraph  mentioned.  But,  on  that  eoeanm,  I 
did  aay  that  Congreaa  had  no  power  to  antbotise  thoaa 
who  are  called  the  Legialatuie  of  Misaonri,  to  declare 
the  aaaantof  said  State  to  the  fundamental  ooDdilton 
coDtained  in  laid  resolution ;  neither  had  the  pe«pl« 
of  Missouri  givflD  their  said  Legialatnre  anthonty  to 
give  any  aueb  aasent ;  their  conatitntion,  by  which  they 
are  to  be  governed,  dire<^y  Ibrbida  it ;  dierefbre,  if  this 
Legialatore  ahonld  give  their  assent  to  thia  fnndamcB* 
tal  condition,  it  would  not  be  binding  on  the  peopleof 
Missouri.  If  Missouri  is  to  be  admitted  on  this  funda- 
mental condition,  under  the  power  of  Congreaa,  why 
have  thia  assent  transmitted  to  the  Preaideot  t  Let  Con- 
gress empower  the  gentlemen  Misaouri  baa  sent  here 
as  Senators  and  RepreaentatiTe,  by  their  aolemn  poblie 
act,  to  declare  the  aasent  of  the  said  State  to  the  aaid 
fludamental  condition  ;  and  let  them  tranamit  this  to 
Congreaa,  end  have  the  whole  buainesa  aettled  at  once. 
Thia  would  be  equally  aa  binding  upon  the  peopfe  of 
Miaaoori  aathe  other. 

I  alao  aatd  that  Congress,  at  the  last  scaaion,  passed 
an  act  authorizing  the  people  of  Miasonri  to  call  a 
convention,  form  a  constitution,  and  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  upon  certain  oonditiona ;  one  of  which  was, 
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Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentuckv,  replied  to  the  ail- 
ments of  Mr.  Adamb,  and  defended  the  resolntion 
from  the  objections  set  np  against  it.  He  Mrnestly 
invited  the  House  to  support  the  resolution,  and 
thus  to  end  thedistractingand  painful  controversy 
respecting  Missouri. 

Mr.  Adams  spoke  in  ezplanation. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  next  obtained  the 
fioor,  and  delivered  his  sentiments  with  much 
earnestness,  and  pretty  much  at  large,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  resolution,  on  the  eround  as  well  of  its 
terms,  as  of  hostility  to  the  toleration  of  slavery  in 
any  shape,  or  under  any  pretence,  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  Uonsress. 

[During  ue  pr<^ress  of  this  speech,  Mr.  Allen 
was  ealleo  to  order  by  Mr-  Trimble,  because  dis- 
cussing not  the  qaestion  before  the  House,  but  a 
question  decided  at  the  last  session.  The  Speak- 
er, however,  ovemiled  this  objection.] 

Mr.  Allen  concluded,  by  moving  to  amend  the 
resolution  hf  striking  out  the  word  "  citizen," 
wherever  it  occurs  in  the  resolution,  as  above 
printed,  and  to  Insert  in  lien  thereof,  "  free  n^;ro 
or  mulatto." 


tbtt  her  coDiUtutioD  shoold  not  be  repognint  to  the 
Constitation  of  the  United  Sutes.  Tbe  people  of 
Mtnoori  did  csli  a  convention,  and  ihis  convention 
did  virtiitlly  declare  that  Misaouri  would  not  oome 
ioto  the  Union  upon  the  coadiUooi  |»opM«d  by  Con- 
gnn  in  nid  act.  Bat  tbej  fimacd  aconstitBtion  which 
the  Senate  and  Uiis  Hooie,  by  their  votes,  have  de- 
dared  to  be  repagoant  to  the  Conatitntion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Miasonri,  not  acceptiog  the  tenna  of  ad- 
mission aet  forth  in  the  act  ot  the  last  aession,  that 
act,  ao  far  as  relates  to  Miasouri  is  at  an  end,  and 
Hisaoari  is  jnat  where  she  began ;  and,  if  ahe  desires 
to  come  into  tbe  Union,  she  must  begin  anew,  na- 
leaa  Ccbgreaa  will  admit  her  iuto  the  Union  with  a 
eonstitntioD  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  These  conatitutioni^  so  Ikr  aa  thvjr 
are  repugnant  to  each  other,  cannot  both  atand; 
one  of  tbem  must  give  way.  In  forming  this  com- 
pact for  the  sdmtasiou  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
the  Congress  of  tbe  United  States  is  one  party  and 
Misaouri  the  other,  and  in  tbia  particular  case  their 
powers  are  equal.  Missouri  has  as  good  a  right  to 
aay  upon  what  terma  she  will  become  a  member  of  the 
Union,  as  for  Congresa  to  say  upon  what  terma  she 
shall  bo  received.  When  one  party  propoaes  terms, 
and  ttte  other  accepts  them,  there  is  a  union  and  bind- 
ing on  both  parties.  Missouri,  in  her  oonstttnUon, 
has  said  upon  what  t«nns  she  will  becoms  a  member  of 
the  Union  ;  if  ^e  be  admitted,  Coograsa  must  admit 
her  on  these  terms,  and  no  other. 

Should  Congresa  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union 
upon  a  fundamental  condition,  which  haa  not  been 
agreed  to  bj  the  people  of  Hiiaouri,  but  is  in  direct  oppo* 
aition  to  what  they,  in  their  eonaiitation, have  declared 
are  the  terma  upon  which  they  woold  come  into  the 
Union,  and  should  enforce  this  condition,  Congress 
would  usurp  a  power  over  Missoart,  it  not  having  been 
given  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

These  are  some  of  the  remarks  I  made  on  that  occa- 
sion, and  I  will  trouble  you  with  these  only,  which 
tend  to  place  the  aaid  paragraph  in  its  true  light. 
Your  very  humble  servant, 

Mabcb  1.  BENJAMIN  ADAMS. 


H.  OP  R. 


Mr.  R.  MooRE,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  required 
the  previous  question,  believing  that  this  subject 
had  been  so  long  debated,  as  to  require  that  it  be 
decided,  in  one  way  or  another,  wtthoat  further 
consumption  of  the  time  of  the  House. 

Nine^-five  members  having  risen  to  second  this 
motion,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  re- 
quired thereoa  by  Mr.  Randolph — 

The  qaestion  was  stated  in  the  following  form : 
"  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  1"  and  was 
decided — (or  the  {nrevious  question  109,  against  it 
50,  as  follows : 

TxAB — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Ba- 
ker, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Bee* 
cher,  BIackledge,Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Brush,  Bryan,  Bufium,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case, 
Clagett,  Clark,  Clay,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowall, 
Cashman,  Cnthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dewitt, 
Eddy,  Fiaber,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Guyon,  Hackley  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herriek, 
Hib^man,  Hill,  Hotart.  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kineey,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  Little,  Ma- 
clay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McCulIougb,  McLean  of 
Kentncky,  Marcband,  Meecb,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Mo- 
nell,  Montgomery,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore, 
Hurray,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massachu- 
setts, Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pinckney,  Pitcher, 
Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Rob- 
ertson, Rogen,  Ross,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Smidi  of  North  Carolina,  Southaid, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Tarr,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Upbam,  Van  Rensaelaer, 
Walker.  Wallaoe,  and  WUliama  of  North  Carolina. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Adama,  Allen  of  Maaaadmsatts, 
Anderson,  Ar^er  of  Virginia,  Butler  ofNrw  Hamp- 
ahire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cobb,  Cook,  Culbretb, 
Dane,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwarda 
of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Euslis, 
Fay,  Floyd,  Gorham,  Gray,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Jackson,  Johnson, 
Kendall,  Lathrop,  Livermore,  Mallary,  Morton,  Moae- 
ley,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Haasachuaetts,  Nelson  of  Va., 
Plumer,  Randolph,  Richards,  Rnss,  Sergeant,  Silabea, 
Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingeo,  Tomlinem, 
Tra<7,  Tn^er  of  Virginia,  Warfield,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  Williama  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit :  Shall 
the  natilutionbcenffrotaed  astdread  a  third  UnuJ  and 
passed  in  tbe  affirmative— yeas  88,  nays  83,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yias — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,Black- 
ledge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Butler  of 
Louisiana.  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Craw- 
ford, Crowcl),  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  David- 
son, Eddy,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Ford,  Gray,  Guyon,  Uaeklejr,  Hardin,  Hill,  Houti, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, LttUe,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Meigs,  Hercer,  Metcalf  Montgomery,  8.  Moore,  T.  L. 
Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet, 
Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson* 
Rogers,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  Nwth  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storm, 
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SwMringen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginic. 
Tneker  of  Soath  Cerolino,  Tyler,  Udree,  Walker, 
Warfi^d,  Wiltiami  of  Virginia,  and  Williama  of 
North  Carolina. 

Nats — Meeere.  Adams,  Allen  of  Mauacbusetti, 
AUeo  of  New  York.  Btker,  Beecher,  Bodeo,  Bruah, 
Bi^nm,  Bader  of  New  Hanipehire,  Campbell,  Caae, 
Clagelt,  Cock,  Caahman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Deniion, 
Deivitt,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connccticat,  Edwards 
of  PeonvpWania,  Enstis,  Pay,  Polger,  Foot,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gamett,  Qwham,  Gross  of  New  Yotk,  Gross 
of  Pa..  Hatl  of  Nffw  York,  Hemphill,  Heodridu,  Her- 
rick,  Hibahman,  Hobart,  Hoetetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey , 
KiiiBley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  LiTerBiore,Maclay,McCiu* 
loagb,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Blaech.  Monell.  A.  MoMe, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Morray,  NelMii  (tf  MaisachnseUs, 
Parker  of  Maisachiuetts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Pbilion, 
Pitcher,  Plamcr,  Randol^,  Rich,  Richards, Richmond, 
Rosa,  Boss,  Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Street,  Strong 
of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tair,  Tomlinson, 
Tracy,  Upbam,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendovei, 
Whitman,  and  Wood. 

The  resolution  wu  theo  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  this  day,  but  not  without  eousidenble 

oppoution. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  read  a  third 
time,  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Randolph,  m  a  speech  of  some  twenty 
minutes,  delivered  the  reasons  why  he  should  not 
vote  for  the  resolution. 

The  final  question  was  then  taken  on  the  reso- 
lution, and  decided  in  the  affirmatire,  as  follows ; 

YsA»— Meanra.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
fee,  Anderson,  ArdMrctfMsrylaod,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Baibear,  Batemaa,  Bqriy,  Blackledge, 
BItfonUMd,  Breranl,  Brown,  Biran,  BnUtr  ot  Louisi- 
aaa,  Caonoa,  Clark,  CUy,  OAb,  Cocke,  Crawfimd, 
Ciowall,  Cnibreth,  Cnlpeper,  Cnthbert,  Davidson, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Ford, 
Ony,  OaToa.  HaeUey,  Hall  of  N.  Carolina,  Hardin, 
Hill,  Hooka,  Ja^son,  Johnson,  Jones  ofVirginia,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  LiUle,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of 
Kcntoe^,  Meige,  Mercer,  Metealf,  Montgometr,  8. 
Hoere,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  New- 
loa,  OvantTMt,  PinckBey,  Bankin,  Baid,  Bhca,  Ring- 
grid,  VUbtrtmm»  Bogen,  Bawyn,  Settle,  ttuw,  Sim- 
kins.  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  A. 
Smyth  ai  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Soathard, 
Sterens,  Storn,  Swesringen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolbia,  Tyler,  Udree, 
Walker,  Warfield,  Williama  of  Virginia,  and  WUliams 
of  North  Carolina— 87. 

Nats— Messra.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Ansa  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush, 
Bnffiim,  Bader  of  New  Hampehire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagatt,  Cook,  GuhmBn,  Dane.  Darlington,  Deaison, 
Se^tt,  Didkinaon,  Edwards  of  Connecticat,  Edwards 
of  PeonsylTania.  Eustis,  Fay,  Folgtr,  Foot,  Forrest, 
FuUtt,  Oeriiam,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
nlvaaia.  Hall  of  New  York,  Hernial,  Hendricks, 
Herrtek,  Hibshman,  Hobart,  Hoetetter,  Kendall  Kta- 
sey,  Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay, 
M^Cullongh,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meecb,  Honell,  R. 
Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Morray,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
ohnsette*  Parker  of  MassachusetU,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Philson,  ntcher,  Plamer,  Randolph,  Rich,  Ridiarde, 
BUhmood,  Ross,  Bnss,  Sergeant,  Bilsbee,  Sloan^Streat, 
Btraig  of  Veroiont,  Strong  of  N«w  York,  Tarr,  Ton- 
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linson,  Tracy,  Upbam»  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 81. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  House  do  now  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1820 
andf  the  quesciou  being  stated  thereon,  the  House 


TtrssDAT,  February  S7. 
Mr.  Cl-lbreth  presented  a  printed  copy  of  ft 
report  made  to  the  Senate  of  the  State  ot  alary- 
land  on  the  30th  of  January,  1821,  and  assented 
to  by  that  body,  and  by  the  House  of  Dekigates  on 
the  13th  instant,  relative  to  appropriations  of  pub- 
lic land  for  the  purposes  of  education ;  to  which 
is  attached  resolutions  expressive  of  the  opinion  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  "  that  each  of 
the  United  States  has  an  equal  right  to  participate 
in  the  benefit  of  the  pubuc  lands,  the  common 
property  of  the  Union."  That  the  States  in  whose 
favor  Congress  have  not  made  appropriations  of 
land  for  the  purposes  of  education,  are  entiUed  to 
such  appropriations  as  will  conespoiul,  in  a  joit 
proportion,  with  those  heretofore  made  in  favor  of 
other  Statea ;  and  that  their  Senators  and  Re|ve- 
sentatives  in  the  Congren  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  lay  the  said  report  and  residntiaBs 
before  their  respective  Houses,  and  use  their  en- 
deavors to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  to  carry 
into  effect  the  just  principles  therein  set  forth ; 
which  repori  and  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  (rf  Alexan- 
dria, praying  that  the  said  bank  may  be  Acluded 
within  the  provisions  of  the  bill  which  has^ssed 
the  Senate,  and  is  now  pending  before  this  House, 
to  renew  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Cc^tunbia. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Conunittee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Alcunder  Roddy,  accompanied  by  a  UU 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  inform  him  of  his  re-^ce- 
tioo,  reported  that  the  committee  had  perfomMd 
that  duty,  and  were  informed  by  the  President  that 
he  would  attend  in  the  Holt  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  Monday  next,  at  12  o'clock,  to  takt 
the  oath  of  office  prescribed  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.STOBBS,from  the  joint  committee  appoiated 
to  report  what  subjects  before  the  two  Hottses 
are  proper  to  be  acted  upon  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, made  a  report ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
thetaUe. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Comm'ttee 
on  Foreign  Affiiirs,  reported  a  lull  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  treaty  between  the  Uoited  State 
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and  Spain,  concluded  at  Washington,  the  22d  of 
Febraary,  1819 ;  which  was  reed  twice,  and  com- 
mitled  to  a  Cominittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  tlie  Union. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iaformed  the  Hotise 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  to  authorize  the  a3>point- 
ment  of  certain  Indian  agents;"  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain 
aod  designate  certain  boundaries;"  "An  act  to 
esublish  the  district  of  Blakeley;"  and  "An  act 
providing  for  the  adjudication  and  payment  of 
claims  arisii^  under  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settle- 
matt,  and  Limita,  between  the  United  States  and 
His  Catholic  Majesty ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask 
the  eo&cairaice  of  this  House. 

Bills  fmn  the  Benatt  of  tlw  following  titles,  to 
wit :  "An  act  to  ecntinue  in  forot,  for  a  furtker 
time,  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  esteblnhiqg 
tradia^hooses  with  the  Indian  tribes;"  "An  act 
to  aoUmrize  the  appointment  of  certain  Indian 
agents ;"  *^An  act  confirmins;  the  title  of  the  Mar- 
qnis  de  Maison  Rouge ;"  ''An  act  to  extend  the 
charters  of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  designate  cer- 
Uin  boundaries ;"  "An  act  to  establish  ue  district 
of  Blakeley ;"  and  *'An  act  providing  for  the  ad- 
judication and  payment  of  claims  ariBing  under 
the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits, 
between  the  United  States  and  His  Catholic 
Maies^;"  mtt  sevenlly  read  the  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred ;  the  first  and  seumd  to  ibt 
Committee  on  Indian  Mhin:  the  third  to  the 
Commhtee  cm  Private  Land  Chuaw;  the  fourth 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of^Ccdimbia; 
the  fifth  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands ; 
Ae  sixth  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce;  and 
the  serenth  to  the  Committee  on  F<Hreign  AtBiirs. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  SiirrH,  of  Marylmd,  the  bill 
further  to  amend  the  sereral  acts  relative  to  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  was 
taken  np,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAinioN,  the  hill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Rdbert  Purdy  was  passed  ihrongh  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  when 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinite- 
ly. This  motion  gave  rise  to  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  Cobb,  Moobe,  Canitoii,  Robb,  McCot, 
Rhca,  Cocke,  Mvkalv.  CuLPSraB,  Baldwin, 
and  WtLLUua,  of  North  Carolina,  took  part 
[FrCHn  the  debate,  it  appears  that  this  IhU  proposes 
to  indemnify  Colonel  Purdy  from  a  jui^ment  ob- 
tained against  him  by  an  individual,  who  was  the 
keeper  of  «  disorderly  house  on  the  skirts  of  an 
encampment  of  the  army,  which  bouse,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  discipline  of  the  army,  Colonel  P. 
had  caused  to  be  destroyed.] 

The  vote  being  taken  on  the  question  of  indefi- 
nite postponement,  was  decided  m  the  affimative, 
57  to  47.   So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  with  a  view 
to  acting  on  the  great  mass  of  private  bills  before 
the  House,  moved  that  the  House  now  have  a 
recess  of  two  ho«rs,  widi  a  view  to  acting  on  bo- 


sincat  of  that  description  on  meeting  again.  This 
motioa  was  negatived,  49  to  46. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 
Mr.  A.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  fidili- 
tary  A&irs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Mili- 
tary Peace  EstabUshment,  reported  the  same  with 
sundry  amendments  thereto — one  of  which  was  a 
section  adopting  for  the  government  of  the  army 
and  militia,  when  in  service,  the  system  of  Regti- 
latioQs  for  tl^e  Army,  compiled  by  Mmjor  General 
8cott~-the  other  amendments  were  of  a  minor 
cfaaraeter. 

The  amendments  repwted  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee were  severally  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Cooke  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  Benate's 
ameadmoits  the  provision  for  "  ime  M^jor  Gene- 
mi,  with  two  Aids-de*Camp ;"  which  motion  waa 
supported  by  Messrs.  Cocke,  Foot,  Cobb, 
niN,  Little,  Mallaby,  and  R.  Moom,  on  prin- 
ciple and  expediency;  and  it  was  oppoMd  by 
Messrs.  Babbode,  Stobbs,  Clajt,  and  Nblsoh, 
of  Virginia,  on  the  ground  that  as  thefienate  had 
made  ue  amendment,  they  would  probably  adluie 
to  it :  that  if  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  it  might 
put  tne  whole  bill  in  jeopardy ;  that  much  would 
still  have  been  done  in  the  way  of  retrcncfaiDent 
even  if  this  [vovision  passed,  and  it  vrmild  be  bet- 
ter not  to  endangor  tlw  bill  by  rejecting  this  pro- 
vision. Mr.  KiNSET  opposed  the  motitm  on  prin- 
ciple, deeming  a  M^jor  General  neecssaiy  to  make 
the  inroposed  syatem  perlcct  aad  ifuUy  ^iamL 
After  an  inefiectual  cul,  by  Mr.  Neimh,  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  previouH  qnertion—the  dente  hav- 
ing ctmtmaed  some  time— 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  pn>- 
vision  for  M^or  QoieraL  and  was  negatived, 
Iwyeas  and  nays.  For  striking  out,  73 }  -against 
it  79,  as  follows: 

YxAS^Mcim.  Abbot,  Adasas,  Afoxsadsr,  AUsn  of 
HaMacbnsatts,  Attni  of  Tenassses,  Ateher  of  Mtry* 
land.  Aiobsr  of  Virtiak.BaU.  BattaiflB.  Bwly,  Bfawk- 
todge,  Bodw,  Bnflbm,  Butler  of  New  Huafdifn, 
CampbdI.  Cmwm,  CtafMt,  Cebb,  Uo«ke,  Crawfiwd, 
Cnlpmer,  CatUwrt,  Ed4r,  Edwards  of  North  Care- 
lins,  t*j,  Fisher.  Foot,  iromst,Ony,  Grow  of  Psnn- 
■yWania,  Govod,  Haidin,  Hsndridts,  UmAA,  BJktb.- 
mao,  Hill,  Hostettsr,  Jaduso,  Jones  of  ViigiBia,KaB- 
dslt,  Kent,  Kinsley.  Lsdirop,  Little,  LivermM^  Me- 
Gey.  MeCresry,  Mallsry,  Mwchsad,  Msech,  Metealf, 
R.  Moore,  Murrtr,  Nstle,  Pattatsoo,  Pbslps,  Phuner, 
Rankin,  Rhes,  Riehirds,  Shaw,  Stevens.  8troi«  of 
VenaODt,TaTr,  Terrell,  TomUnson,  Tompkins,  Todter 
of  South  Carolina,  T;^er,  Upbam,  Walker,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina— 73. 

Nats— Means.  AUen  of  New  York,  Andeisoa,  Ba- 
ker, Baldwin,  Barboar,  Beeoher,  Bleomfidd,Br«Tanl, 
Brown.  Brub,  BuUer  of Lovnsiana.  Oaae.  Claik.'  Claj» 
Cook,  Crowell,  Colbreth,  Cowman,  Done,  DariiBg- 
tOD.  Davidson,  Dewitt,  Dkskiason,  Edwards  of  Con- 
neetacat,  Edwaida  of  Pennsylvania,  Folger,  Ford,  Ful- 
ler, Gorman,  Groea  of  New  York,  Haekley,  Hall  M 
New  YiKk,  Hemphill,  Hooka.  Johnaon,  Jonas  of  Ten- 

I'  neaaee,  Kinsaj,  Maday,  U eCflUongfa,  McLean  o£ 
Kentacky,  M«lgs^  Hsner,  MeatgonMiy,  8.  Iboie, 
Morten,  Moseley,  Nelaon  of  MassadrassU^  Newton, 
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Pu-k«r  of  MuuchaMtU,  nn^ej,  Pitcher,  Reid, 
Rinnold,  RoberUoD,  Roffm,  Rom,  Rqm,  Sergeant, 
Settle,  SUtbee,  Simkine,  8k»n,  Smith  of  New  Jeno^, 
Smith  of  Heryltnd,  A.  Smyth  of  VirgtniB,  Smith  of 
North  Cuolia*.  Southtrd,  Slorra,  Street,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Traejr,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Tirginia, 
Udree.  Vin  ReDMel«er,  WeUice,  WendoTer.  Whit- 
muT  uid  Wood — 79. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  further  to  amead  the  said 
amendment  br  striking  out  the  word  tvo  wherever 
it  occnrs  in  the  eighth  line  of  the  second  Bection, 
and  inserting  in  each  place  the  word  ofw;  so  that 
there  should  be  one  first  lieutenant,  and  one  second 
lieutenant,  to  each  company  of  artillery,  instead 
of  two  first  and  two  second  lieutenants. — Nega- 
tired. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  mored  to  strike  out 
the  proTisitHi  "for  one  Juogt  AdToeate,  with  a 
salary  of  two  thoosaad  dollan;"  and  the  motion 
was  a0Md  to  without  a  dirisioa. 

Mr.  C  Annoir  then  moTcd  so  to  amend  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  as,  iitstead  of /bur  regiments 
of  artillery  and-«nwn  regiments  of  mfentry,  to  re- 
doee  the  number  of  regmients  to  (wo  of  artilioy 
and  fmr  of  iafantnr ;  and  to  make  the  companies 
eonsut  of  eighty-^onr,  instead  of  forty-two  mat. 
After  some  remarks  oy  Mr.  C.  in  soppoft  of  his 
amendment, 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate,  as  amended  by 
this  House,  were  then  agreed  to ;  and  ordered  to 
be  returned  to  the  Senate  fw  concurrence  in  the 
amendments  of  this  House  thereto. 

THE  RELIEF  BILL— PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Ull  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  pub- 
lic lands— the  foUowine  section  proposed  to  be 
.added  to  the  bill,  1^  Mr.  AicnnnaoN,  being  still 
under  eonsideraticm,  viz : 

Sxo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enmcUd,  Thatin  bUcims 
whsro  complete  pajment  of  tha  wh^  snia  dM^  or 
whidi  nii^  become  doe,  fin-  any  tract  of  laad  pnr* 
Aaaed  fiom  the  United  States  as  afbreeaid,  shall  be 

made  ra  or  b^re  the  day  of  — ^  a  dtdoetton 

at  the  rate  of  thirty^eveo  and  a  half  per  centnia  ahaU 
be  allowed  on  the  aum  so  remaining. 

Mr.  Crowell  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
amendment  with  the  30th  of  September,  1833; 
which  was  negatived — yeas  9. 

The  blank  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, filled  with  the  30th  of  September,  1822. 

Mr.  McCoy  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
strike  out  thirty-seven  and  a  half,  and  insort 
twenty-five  per  cent. 

These  questions,  as  well  as  the  merits  of  the 
amendment,  were  largely  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Akdehsou,  Clat,  HAnniH,  McCot,  Cook,  and 
McLbah. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Ardbrson  was 
finally  adopted  by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  T8,  nays 
62,  as  follows : 

YiAi — Messrs.  Abbot,  AlexaDder,  Allen  of  Massa- 
chuaelts,  Allen  of  Mew  York.  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Beedier,  Boden,  Brown,  Bmsb,  Batler  of  Loniuana, 
Campbell,  Catuion»  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cook,  Craw- 
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ford,  Crowell.  Cnshnun,  Cadibert,  Darlington,  Dan- 
MOD,  Eark,  F»,  Fisher,  Oamett,  Goi^am,  Ha^ley, 
Haidin,  Hondneks,  Heirkk,  HiU,  Hootetter,  Jackson, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley, 
Lathrop,  Livermore,  McCoUoogh,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, Mallary,  Marchand,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcali; 
Montgomery,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Hoaaley,  Patter- 
son, Pitcher,  Plumcr,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Settle,  Sloau,  Smith  of  New  Jars«y,  A.  Smyth 
of  Vitfinia,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tair,  Tyler, 
Van  Rensselaer,  and  Wallace— 7S. 

NiTi — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennemee,  Ander- 
son, Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bar- 
boar,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Bloomfiold,  Brevard,  Bo&bm, 
Butler  of  New  Bsmpebire,  Case,  Clagett,  Cnlbreth, 
Dane,  Dewitt,  Dickioaon,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connec- 
ticut, Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  FoJger. 
Foot,  Fwd,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  ODyoo.  Hall 
(mF  New  York,  Jones  of  Tennesase,  Kendall,  Madaj. 
MoC<7,  McCreaiy,  Meeeh,  Morton,  Mnir^,  Neaie, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Massachosetta,  Phelps,  Philaoa, 
Rich,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Robatson,  Ross,  Simkins, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Stevens,  Swearingen,  Teirell, 
Tompkins,  Tragr,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Udree,  Upham,  Wendover,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  WUliams  of  North  Carolina,  Wood— 62. 

The  amendmoits  were  then  wdered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  tiHoaor- 
row. 

DUTIES  ON  FRENCH  VESSELS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nswrov,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  exempt 
French  ships  from  certain  duties. 

Mr.  N.  explained  the  object  of  the  failL  By 
the  original  act,  timeenoi^h  had  not  been-aliowed 
to  give  notice  to  French  vessds  of  the  passage  of 
the  act;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  few  vessels 
had  found  their  way  into  our  ports,  and  the  extra- 
ordinary duty  had  thus  been  levied  in  cases  not 
intended  by  the  act.  This  bill  was  to  provide  for 
a  remission  of  the  amount  of  extra  duty  in  such 
cases. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  that  he  thought  the  original 
law  wrong;  but  if  right  at  the  last  session,  it  could 
not  be  wrong  now.  Why  not  let  the  experiment 
go  on  and  be  fairly  tried  ?  He  wished  that  the 
course  of  the  Government  should  be  uniform ;  that 
it  should  be  either  one  way  or  the  other.  If  the 
law  be  right  in  itself,  said  he,  let  it  stand.  If  not, 
let  it  be  repealed  at  once. 

Mr.  Mallart  said  thoe  was  nothing  whnterer 
in  this  bill  which  went  to  defeat  the  legitimale 
effect  of  die  act  of  last  session,  but  rather  to  make 
that  act  what  it  was  intended  to  be,  an  act  with 
fair  notice  to  the  parties.  Mr.  M.  further  a- 
plaioed  the  cases  to  which  the  act  amlied,  and 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  bill  would  be  paned. 

Mr.  Clat  expressed  the  same  sentimoiis.  If 
a  partial  and  rigorous  construction  had  been  given 
to  the  act  of  last  session,  the  effects  of  it  ought  to 
he  remedied.  He  was  the  more  disposed  to  this 
course,  since  it  was  understood  that  an  arrange- 
ment was  in  negotiation  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, which  would  produce  a  reciprocal  revo- 
cation of  the  extra  duties  by  both  Qovennnents. 
France,  Mr.  C.  said,  is  our  natural  frien^  voA  he 
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should  be  glad  that  CoDcress  would,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  add  another  motive  to  a  codcIu- 
sion  of  the  arraDgemeot  which  is  necessary  .to  a 
good  anderstanding  between  the  two  Qovern- 
ments. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
,  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  was  EobseqneAtly  read  ■  third  time 
and  pa^ed,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  that  the  House  do 
Fesolre  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
take  into  considenilion  the  bill  laying  a  duty  oo 
sales  at  auction.  This  motion  was  u^tived. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  JVAVY. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babbouh, 
of  Viismu,  resfdved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  l^ole,  on  the  Inll  to  amend  the  act  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  Nary,  so  as  to  reduce  the 
annual  appropriation  therefiu  from  one  million  to 
half  a  million  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  extend 
the  term  of  appropriation  from  three  to  six  years. 

Mr.  Babbodh  indicated  his  intention  to  |Ht>pose 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  limit  the  reduced  appropriation  to  three  years ; 
his  object  being  to  have  the  ships  contemplated  to 
be  built,  so  far  completed  as  regarded  the  frames 
of  them,  as  to  be  in  a  state  to  be  secured  and  cov- 
ered in  by  houses  built  over  them.  Mr.  6.  ex- 
plained at  lar^  his  views  of  this  subject,  the  lead- 
ing feature  ot  which  was,  that  however  advisable 
it  might  be  to  build  more  ships,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary at  present  to  put  them  afloat.  He  therefore 
moved  that  the  Committee  rise,  with  a  view  to 
moving  that  the  lull  lie  on  the  table,  giving  notice 
that  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow  he  should  eul  it  up, 
with  a  view  to  moving  the  amendment  which  he 
had  indicated. 

Mr.  Fdllbs  rose  merely  to  say,  that  when  the 
amendment  should  be  before  the  House,  he  should 
okdcavor  to  show  why,  in  his  opinion,  the  bill 
should  not  be  adopted  at  this  session  at  least. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  BAaaouR,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Abcheb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  Expenditures,  in  the  Nary  Department,  made 
a  report  upon  the  subject  of  the  expenditures  in 
that  Department;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Abcbbr,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay  and  reorgan- 
ization of  the  Marine  Corps;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  district 
of  Blakeley ;"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
meuLand  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  havepassed  billsofthisHooseenti- 
tled  "An  act  for  the  i^lief  of  James  Brady "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott."  with  amend- 
ments; and  they  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  fbl- 
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lowing  titles,  viz :  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  mm  of  money  to  John  Gooding  and 
James  Williams ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  aiGen- 
eral  Robert  Swartwout;"  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Louisiana  to  appoint  a  depaty 
to  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
office;"  "An  act  for  theretief  of  J.L.B.  Macarty;" 
and  "An  act  for  the  passage  to  the  credit  of  Na- 
thanid  Allen  of  certam  moneysbyhimdiabunedin 
the  public  service  j"  in  which  amendments,  and 
five  last  mentioned  billi^  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Brady," 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  lor  the  relief  of  Nicholas 
Jarrott,"  were  also  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  "An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  to  John  Gooding  and  James  Williams;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  General  Robert  Swart- 
woot ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  L.  B.  Maear- 
tr  i"  "An  act  for  passing  to  the  credit  of  Nathanid 
Alien  certain  monevs  by  him  disbursed  in  the  pub- 
lic service ;"  and  "An  act  to  authorize  the  clerk 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
distriet  of  Louisiana  to  appoint  a  deputy  to  aid 
him  in  the  dischaive  of  the  duties  of  his  office ;" 
were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred,  the  first 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims ; 
and  the  fifth  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  charters  of  certain  Banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed — Yeas  74,  nays  34. 

Ad  engrosed  bill  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Ahderson,  from  the  Committee  aa.  Public 
Lands,  reported  without  amendment  the  IhU  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
ascertain  and  designate  certain  boundaries.  Mr. 
SiBLBT  moved  to  nfer  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  in  order  that  he  mi^ht  have  a  im>per 
opportunity  of  stating  his  objections  to  it. 

Mr.  Hendricks  opposed  the  motion  on  the 
ground  of  its  tendency  to  defeat  the  bill.  But  the 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  re- 
ported without  amendment  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  amend  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  L. 
Cathcart ;  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bloomfield,  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  were  dischar^  from 
Uie  considemtion  of  all  the  subjects  which  have 
been  rrferred  to  them,  and  not  yet  reported  on. 

Mr.  FuLLEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflhirs,  rnmrted  without  amendment  the  act  con- 
eeminff  Thomas  Shields  and  othos ;  and  it  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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Wof/t  and  MtttM. 


FSBHDABT,  18S1. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wayj  and  Means,  nude  a  detailed  Teport  upon 
the  state  of  the  finances :  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  Mhle.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Committee  of  Wa;i  end  Me&ne,  to  whom  wu 
referred  so  mucb  of  the  Pre«ident*i  McMage,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  wiioB,  ai  reUtea  to  the 
finaoMi,  leapectfully  »ubmit  to  the  foUowmg  report : 

The  total  net  raceipta  of  the  Treaaaty,  daring  the 
jmi  18S0,  amoimted  to  -      -      -  »>0.M>,001 


SttUe  of  ike  TVconwy,  puhUe  mdtmro- 
priatimu,  for  the  atrviee  </  tke  ymt  18S1. 
1.  Tht  State  cfHu  Tneumy. 

The  anenat  of  available  money  in  the  Treamnr  on 
the  lat  day  of  Janony,  igreoably  to  report  of  tiie 
committee,  dated  the  6th  Folnniuy»  waa  helierad 
to  be  •47a,S71  18 

From  which  rautt  be  deducted  amount 
of  dapoaites  in  the  Bank  of  Vincea- 
nee,  whidi  It  eannot  pay      •      -    214,808  00 


Leaving  available  funds  in  the  Trea* 
amy,  on  Ut  day  of  Januaty,  the  aom  of    361,483  18 


2.  The  revam  /irr  1821. 
Cnstoma,  aa  estimated  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Maana,  in  their  report  of  Feb.  6th  «1^005,8S8 
Lands,  estimated  by  the  committee  •  800,000 
Inlomal  taxes,  agreeably  to  the  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  Uie  Treasury  •  100^000 
Bank  diTidend,  by  the  same  -  •  800,000 
Fast  office  reeeiptt  from  debts  of  banka^ 

and  other  inddratal  rwaipU    •      •  160,000 


EalimBted  amount  of  means  available 
for  the  eervice  of  the  year  1831       •  $16,356,828 

3.  ^notott  y  the  eevenU  appnpHation$ 

for  1821. 
1.  Permanent  tppropnstions,  viz: 
PyiRcipoland  intemtef  piUic 

debt  9i,i77,rt6 

Gradual  mctease  of  the  navy  600,000 
Amiog  the  mitiUa  .  300,000 

Indian  aaudtiaa  .  .  -  IBSjOOO 
Indian  tmdiiv  hoooee  •  19,000 
Oivilization  of  Indiana  •      -  10,000 

  6,368,776 

3.  Temporary,  agreeably  to  the  several 
appropriations  made  for  the  eervice  of 
the  present  year. 
Portheaarvieeofthe  navy  •  $3,209,098 
For  the  militsiy  •  -  -  4.936,451 
OirU  Department  -  -  -  1,617,363 
PuUie  BiUJdiagi  -  -  -  90,445 
Private  claima,  estimated  at  •  300,000 
Treaty  (tf  Ghent,  presnmed  -  46,000 
Spaniah  Treaty,  mpposed    .  100^000 

— •,096.841 


16,467,117 


Leaving  an  ezcees  of  reedpts,  over  the  ex- 
pensea  antborhed  by  Uw,  of  -  $898,311 


4.  State  efihe  Finaneet. 

Attntl  balance  againat  the  Treasury,  on 
the  1st  dsy  of  Jsnusry;  see  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means    -  $4,S79^094 

To  which  mutt  be  added  amount  due  by 
the  Vincenncs  bank,  and  which  will  not 
be  available  for  the  service  of  the  pre- 
asnt  year ;  see  SeereAiy'a  latter  ^  the 
13th  insUnt  314,808 

Aetoil  dofleit  to  be  provided  for      -      •  4,7B8,MS 

To  supply  that  deficit  there  may 
be  aj^ued  the  surplus  of  the 
estimated  receipts,  in  1621, 
over  the  expenditures  author- 
ised by  the  severat  acta  of  ap- 
propriation  paased  during  the 
preaent  eeasion,  which  is  pre* 
aamed  by  the  preceding  view, 
to  anonnt  to  the  com  <rf  -      -  898,311 

And  the  availeUa  ftaadi  in  the 
Treaanry  « the  lat  diy  of  Jan- 
nary    861,468 

 <   1,169,674 

Leaving  an  actual  deficit  to  be  provided 
for  by  loan,  of    .....  3,634.338 

But  if  the  estimale  of  Ibe  SeerMary  of  the 
the  Treasary  sbonid  prove  correct,  to 
wit:  that  the  customs  will  yield  only 
fourteen  millions,  then  there  mast  bie 
added  (the  difierenee  between  his  esti- 
mate and  that  of  the  committee)  the 
sum  of   1.006,»8 


•4,689^666 


The  committee,  under  all  these  cirAunstancea  of 
difficulty  and  doid}t,  submit  a  bill  authniBag  a  loan 
fat  four  millions  five  hundred  thousand  doUaas. 

l%e  Honee  will  perceive  a  diftieaee  between  Um 
present  report  aad  ifaat  of  the  >lh  of  Fdmuiy,  «ria- 
tng  out  of  the  exBeoditores  being  bottomed  in  the  one 
as  sstimates,  end  die  other  as  ^  aetoal  s«bs  appro- 
priated Sk  the  service  of  the  preeant  year  *,  aad  ia  dw 
esUmate  of  receipts  fat  the  laod  daring  the  year  1831, 
the  committee  have,  in  their  present  report,  assusMd 
only  one-half  the  amount  of  their  former,  which  was 
taken  from  the  estimate  of  tk*  Treaeniy.  The«m- 
mtaee  do  not  pretend  lo  mneh  peieond  knowledge 
on  the  ei^eet,  but,  from  cemmeailon  with  well  hH 
formed  genUemen  from  the  West  and  Saath,  wmi  a 
eoneqMndaiiee  with  the  Ascretary  of  the  Treaany, 
they  were  iaduoed  to  bcfieve  it  would  be  .naaafo  te 
rely  on  a  larger  sam  dian  eight  hun&ad  thaommi 
d^dlara  to  be  received  for  land  daring  ^  pteecnt  year. 
The  House  will  also  perceive  a  difierenee  in  the 
available  fund  arising  from  the  de&ult  of  the  Bank  ef 
Vincennes. 

SetrmohmaUa  in  the  public  eQMndtitne. 

The  dedaetions  made  from  the  estimates  ^  the  ai^ 
etal  d^rtments  for  1820,  emoanted  to  liie  som 
of  $3,180^ 

Those  for  18S1.  amoanied  to  -      -      -  S,St7,16S 

4,4«7,166 

CivU  116,608 

llitttaiy  1,48I,0M 
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thiMflsiid  dellm  from  md- 

ml  incrawe  -      -  T19,S8S 


ToUl  ainoQat  of  tetrenchiBeiiti  in  the  in- 
nnal  public  exp«DditareB  daring  die  tix- 
teenth  CdDgren  94,447,155 


It  will  be  perceived,  by  the  preceding  view,  that  the 
expenditure!  for  the  preaent  year  are  leaa  than  fifteen 
and  a  half  milliona.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
Uioae  of  the  next  ;ear  will  not  eiceed  fifteen  milHona, 
tn,  daring  that  year,  Uie  whole  eflect  of  the  redaction 
of  Uie  Army  will  be  felt;  that  redaction  haa  reduced 
the  expense  of  the  present  year  $561,000,  and  will 
reduce  ttiat  of  the  next,  nearly  $1,000,000.  The 
ReToIationary  penaionera  will  coat  in  fature  $200,000 
leaa  than  the  aum  appropriated  for  the  present  year, 
hi  fine,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  receipts 
will,  (if  no  aofereaeen  ehange  ahoaM  happen,)  greatly 
exceed  the  anoaal  expeoditares. 

All  which  the  committee  respectfully  aabnlt. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 
The  bill  from  the  Seoate,  eatitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to 
the  first  July,  1820,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amendeil ;  and  on  the  question,  shall  it  pass  ?  It 
was  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe-^eaa  97,  nays  40, 
as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Mesars.  Abbbt,  Adams,  Alexander.  Allen  of 
Maaaachaeetta,  Allen  of  New  York,  Anderson,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Beecber,  Bloomfleld,  Brown  Brash, 
Butler  or  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay, 
Oobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cnlbreth,  Cosbman, 
Gvthbert,  Darttogton,  Dewitt,  Diekinsoo,  Edwarda  of 
CoBoeelieat,  Edwards  of  PennaylTania,  Eustia,  Pay, 
Fotger.  Fold,  FnHer,  Oottaam,  Gnaa  of  New  To  A, 
Hftddajr,  Hardin.  HemphiH,  Hendrieka.  HerrM,  Hill, 
Hooka,  Jackaon,  iobnaon,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Kinaej,  Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Haclay,  MeCnIloagll, ' 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchaod,  Heiga, 
Mercer,  Metealf,  Monell,  Montgomery.  K.  Moore,  8. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Neiaon 
of  Massachosetts,  Nelson  of  Vir^nia,  Patterson, 
Pinekncy,  Plumar,  Rankin,  Rhea.  Rieb,  Ringgold, 
Boberlwn,  Bogen,  Roaa,  Sergeant,  BMlle,  IMIabee, 
SluUna,  BlMu,  Bmifli  of  New  Jeran,  SmiA  of  Msry- 
land,  Btnet,  Strang  of  New  Tock,  Swearingen,  tarr. 
Tucker  of  Virginia.  Tyler,  Udree,  Van  Renaaelaer, 
Walker,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Measra.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer  of 
Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bateman,  Blaekledge, 
Bryan,  Bufl'um,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Case, 
Clagei^  Cocke,  Calpeper,  Deniaon,  Eddy,  Edwarda 
of  NorUl  Carolina,  Fli^d,  Foot,  Gray,  Guyon,  HaH 
of  New  York,  Hibaiiman,  Lincoln,  Little,  Lirermore, 
McCoy,  McCfeary,  Morton,  Newton,  Paiter  of  Mas- 
saehueetta,  Phelps,  Philson,  Richards,  Rass,  Stevens, 
TomlinsuD,  Tucker  of  South  Cardina,  Upham,  Wen- 
doTcr,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  WilHams  of  North 
Cartriina. 

The  bUl  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concorrence  in  the  amendments. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 
Mr.  Kbnt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Colai&bia,  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
16th  Con.  Sd  SEfls.— 40 


H.OFR. 


biU  from  the  Senate  for  eontuiiunethe  ehartenof 
certain  banks  in  the  Dietriet  of  Colambia. 

[This  bill  provides  for  the  continuation  of  the 
charters  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  the  Bank 
of  Washington,  the  Patriotic  Back  in  the  City  of 
Washin^on  \  tne  Union  Bank,  the  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics'  Bank,  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  io 
Georgetown ;  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  the 
FarmefB*  Bank,  in  Alexandria,  until  the  year  1836. 
It  authorizes  the  consolidation  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Alexandria  with  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  and 
extends  the  charter  of  the  said  united  Iwnk  to  the 
same  term  as  the  others.  The  Central  Bank  ia 
allowed  to  proceed  forthwith  to  liquidate  and  close 
all  the  concerns  of  the  corporation,  and  for  thtt 
purpose  its  corporate  an^ority  is  continued  for 
fire  years.] 

Mr.  Cocks  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
bat  afterwards  withdrew  the  motion  j  which  wms 
renewed  by  Mr.  Cobb,  opposed  by  Mr.  Hakdih, 
end  Mr.  Mercbb,  and  negatired  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Cocke  mored  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
extend  the  charters  to  1826,  instead  of  1836,  being 
fire  years  instead  of  fifteen. 

This  motion  gare  rise  to  a  short  debate. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Cocee  and 
Mr.  Cobb,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Hardin,  Mr.  Meh- 
CER,  and  Mr.  Nelson,  oi  Virginia — and  wasneg- 
atired — yeas  68,  nays  47. 

Mr.  Edwabdb  mored  that  the  bill  be  recommit* 
ted  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
with  ' instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  authorize 
any  stockholder,  if  he  thinks  proper,  to  withdraw 
himself  from  any  of  the  said  companiea,  and  to 
receive  such  funcu  aahe  may  have  uierdn.  Ne|^ 
atived— yeas  30. 

The  Ittll  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
this  day,  and  was  lubaeqnently  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

INDIAN  TRADE. 
Mr.  SoCTHARi>,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported,  pursuantto  instruction, an  amend- 
ment to  the  Indian  trade  bill,  to  the  following 
effect: 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  War  aball  cattse  to  bo  dis- 
posed of  at  public  sale  all  tbo  proper^,  now  balraging 
to  the  United  States,  employed  in  the  Indian  trade, 
and  the  {meeeda  tbaieof  to  be  paid  into  the  public 
Treasary ;  and  that,  from  the  first  day  of  Norembor 
next,  Ao  ^coa  of  aoporhileadent  of  Indiaa  trade  and 
of  factory  dkc.  shall 

This  amendment  was  mmed  to ;  and  the  ouei- 
tion  being  on  orderiog  the  Dili  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading — 

Mr.  SoDTHARD  caused  to  be  read  by  the  Cleric 
three  or  four  articles  of  different  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  Indian  tribes,  wherein  the 
OoTernment  had  expressly  stipulated  to  maintain 
trading  houses,  and  then  asked  how,  afler  these 
solemn  pledges,  Congress  could  abolish  the  whole 
system  f 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  voted 
for  the  amendment,  not  being  aware  of  these  pro- 
visions of  treaties.  He  wished  that  vote  to  be  ifr 
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eoiuidered,  that  a  IhU  might  be  passed  to  continue 
the  system  in  existence  for  one  year,  to  ^ve  an 
omortuttity  to  the  next  Congress  to  rerise  it. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Virginia,  stated,  that  the  read- 
iest course  would  be,  to  reject  tliis  bill,  and  take  up 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  containing  the  very  pro- 
Tision  which  the  gentleman  had  suggested. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Ran- 
kin, Floto,  SoDTBARn,  and  Simkins,  the  bill 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table— in  the  course  of  which — 

Mr.  Flotu  said,  incidentally,  that  the  Cboctaws 
had  fairly  retorted  on  the  United  States  their  own 
policy,  and  got  possession,  by  treaty,  of  about  one- 
third  of  the  whole  of  the  ^wpulatioii  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas.  The  biil  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  ^ 

GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  Pbbltb,  from  the  select  committee,  ddir- 
ered  in  the  following  report : 

The  Mlaet  committee  to  whom  wis  reftmd  the  in- 
Toetigation  of  the  afiirs  of  the  Pott  Office  Dqiartmeot, 
aeewdiDg  to  order  have  had  the  same  nnder  ezimi- 
Batioi),  and  beg  leave  to  submit  to  tha  Hoom  the  fol- 
lowing report,  in  part  :  That,  immediately  after  their 
miointmeat,  they  commenced  a  performance  of  their 
dbties,  and  believed  it  would  be  in  their  power  to  cf- 
Isd  an  extendva  iaveatigation.  They  began  an  in- 
qofiy  into  earml  Important  mibjecu,  which  the  stele  . 
of  health  of  eereral  members  of  the  committee  com- 
pelled them  to  abandon.  They  have  recently  doTOled 
their  attention  entirely  to  snch  inquiries  as  ollbfad  a 
&ir  prospect  of  tannioation  during  the  present  sesaioD 
of  CoDgreas. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  the  traoaactions  of  this 
Department  embrace  a  period  of  many  yetr^  and  ex- 
te«d  to  almost  every  of  oar  coontiy,  it  will  be 
«bvioiu  that  obetades  would  occur  in  the  inveotigation 
«f  them,  which  could  be  surmounted  only  by  an  oxpen- 
aive  and  protracted  ioquity. 

The  committee  never  entertained  a  belief  that,  du- 
ring the  present  aeaaitm  of  Oongreas,  they  dionld  be 
able  to  review,  in  a  manner  Mtisftcter;  to  themaelvea, 
or  the  House,  tha  quarterly  recoipte  and  ezpenditarea 
of  this  department  Thia  service  the  taw  reqairea  of 
tha  accounting  officers  of  the  Govertiment,  when  the 
proper  vondiera  are  exhibited  by  the  Poatmestar  Oen- 
«rat  and  which,  by  law,  be  is  bound  to  render  quar- 

The  following  suljecte  have  been  investigated  far  the 
ooinmittoe: 

1.  The  expenditure  of  puUie  money  by  the  depart- 
ment, for  tranaporting  the  mail  from  Washington  City 
to  Fredericfcaborg,  in  the  years  1814,  1816,  and  1816. 

8.  Whether  duplicates  of  all  contracts  made  by  this 
department,  and  all  ptwosala  respecting  them,  have 
been  lodged  with  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  or 
Dot. 

3.  Whether  the  Poatmaater  General  has,  once  in 
Uiree  months,  rendered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
■niy  a  quarterly  account  of  all  recetpte  and  expsndi- 
tores  of  the  department  or  not. 

4.  Whether  the  Postmaster  General  has  paid  into 
the  Treasoiy  of  the  United  States  the  balance  due  \ 
from  him,  aa  the  law  requires,  or  not.  i 

6.  Whether  the  pnblic  money  waa  not  loaned  to  i 
Beojamin  Tallmadge  and  John  G.  Jackson.  i 


6.  Whether  the  Postmaster  GoneraL  In  his  annnd 
reports  to  Congress  of  the  conUacto  made  by  his  de- 
putmeat,  has  reported  them  confwmably  with  law,  or 
not. 

7.  Whether  be  haa  annually  reported  to  Congress 
all  eontracte  made  by  his  department,  or  not 

The  evidence,  in  relation  to  -these  aeveral  snbjecte  of 
inquiry,  connste  of  the  original  applicstions  to  tran> 
port  the  mail  from  Washington  City  to  Fredericksbui:^ 
daring  the  years,  18U,  1810,  and  1816,  a  copy  from 
the  onginal  list  of  bids,  as  fUrnished  by  the  Postmaster 
Geneva],  and  official  doeuraents. 

The  evidenee,  in  emnexun  wiUi  the  several  heads, 
is  referred  to  namericelly. 

In  reforence  totbefinthead  {rf", inquiry,  the  com- 
mittee find  that,  in  the  month  of  September,  1813,  a 
contract  waa  made  by  the  Department  with  four  per- 
sons, believed  to  be  entirely  reaponrible,  for  transport- 
ing the  mail  from  Waahington  City  to  Frederidubnrg, 
during  the  years  1814, 181fi»  and  1816,  for  the  aum  of 
98,800  p«  annwa,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum 
of  99,800:  a  part  ofwhidi  contract  was  aftervwds 
transforred  to  another  person.  No  frrthw  contract 
embradng  the  aame  route  and  period,  has  been  dis- 
covered in  the  list  of  the  eontracte ;  dnpUcales  of  which 
have  been  retamed  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treaniry, 
or  been  ftimished  to  the  committee  by  the  Poat  Office 
Department ;  bnt,  it  appeara  that  a  aam  conaiderably 
larger  than  that  stipulated  1^  the  above  eratract  has 
been  paid  for  the  serrloe  in  question,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  reason  assigned  fiw  this  addilienBl 
expenditure  by  the  Postmaster  General,  is,  the 
rence  of  a  ettange  in  the  mode  of  tranaporting  the  mail, 
alleged  to  have  been  rendered  necessaiy  1^  the  war. 
and  to  have  been  adopted  tn  obedience  to  the  directimi 
of  a  superior  authority.  The  aam  paid  under  this  va- 
riation of  arrangement,  for  the  three  years  above  men- 
tioned, appeara  from  the  retuma  of  the  Treasury  to 
have  been  $31,661  OS,  of  whieh  amount  918,100  81. 
were  paid  for  the  year  1816.  Theee  entries  are  al- 
leged by  the  Poatmaatar  General  to  fumidi  an  eno- 
neous  exhibit  of  the  real  expenditure,  resulting  from 
the  manner  of  making  op  the  retuma  to  the  Treaauiy, 
in  which  various  sums  paid  to  the  aame  person,  tboiqh 
for  difierent  services,  are  comprehended  in  the  same 
entry.  Thus,  from  the  account  in  detail  on  the  bofAa 
of  the  Poat  Office  Department,  the  whole  sum  paid  for 
the  traosporutioo  of  the  midl  from  Washington  te 
Fredericksburg)  for  the  year  1816,  appeara  to  be 
98,010  40,  instead  of  $16,100  81,  aa  shown  by  the  K- 
tnms  to  the  Treaaary.  The  committee  have  no  time 
or  opportunity  to  obtain  testimony  in  relation  to  the 
facts  connected  with  the  sabjeet  They  aubmit  the 
docnmentary  evidence  they  have  collected,  numbered 
from  one  to  eleven,  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  the  committee ;  and  two  extracte  marked  A  and 
B  from  the  books  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  rt» 
fied  by  the  Chief  CleA  of  that  DepartmeaU 

In  relation  to  the  second  head  of  inquiry,  the  ema- 
mittee  find  the  duplicates  of  all  nntraets,  and  prapo- 
sols  respecting  them,  have  not  been  lodged  with  the 
Comptroller,  as  is  required  by  law. — Documenu  So. 
13  and  13,  and  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

In  relation  to  the  third  head  of  inquiry,  it  appears 
that  the  Postmaster  General  has  not  rendered  iiis  ac- 
counts to  the  Treasury  Department  for  settlemeat,  to 
a  later  period  than  the  Slat  day  of  March,  1819.— Re- 
ference to  docnmente  No.  14  and  16,  and  Qkm  expla- 
nation on  the  snlyect  ofiered  the  letter  of  the  Poot- 
niaster  Oeneral. 
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Februabt,  1821. 

Id  relation  to  Iba  faorth  head  of  inquiry,  it  appears 
that  the  balaoee  due  from  tlie  Poet  Office  Department 
to  tha  Sapartmant  of  the  Trearary,  amoanted,  on  the 
lat  day  of  Jannaiy,  1819,  to  the  aom  of  96fiM81  90, 
which  inelndea  all  money  then  on  band,uid  debta  dna 
to  tho  Port  Office  Department ;  the  amonnt  of  which 
the  committee  have  no  documenta  to  aacertain. — Re- 
farenca  to  dacamenta  Noa.  16, 17,  and  letter  of  the 
Pottmaater  General,  accomptnying  hii  report  of  debt* 
ora  to  his  Department. 

In  reference  to  the  fifth  head  of  inqaii^,  no  evidence 
has  been  obtained  by  the  committee.  It  will  be  found 
amlwaeed,  however,  the  ezplanatbn  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  Poatmaater  General,  which,  on  this 
point,  waa  aatiaftetory  to  the  eommittaa. 

In  relation  to  the  aizth  bead  of  inquiry,  the  commit- 
tee, by  adverting  to  several  annual  reports  of  contracts, 
made  to  Congreaa  by  the  Poatmaater  General,  find 
that  the  dataa  and  duration  of  those  contracts  are  not 
raportad,  which  the  law,  in  express  tarma,  requirea. 
Aa  theaa  reports  are  to  be  found  in  the  Clerk's  office, 
and  the  eommittee  oonndered  it  to  be  nnneeeasary  to 
awoU  thdr  r^ort  with  them. 

In  ralatioa  to  the  seventh  bead  of  inquiry,  the  com- 
mitlM  find  that  the  Pertmaster  Oaoaral  has  not  made 
a  report  to  Congress  of  the  contracts  made  by  hia  De- 
parunent  in  the  year  1S18,  until  after  the  eommeoee' 
nent  of  the  present  investigation.  See  docunant  No. 
18,  and  latter  of  the  Poatmaater  Genanl  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  eonmittea  hareoontantcd  tbemaelvea  with  sub- 
mitting the  above  brief  statement  of  the  objecta  to 
wluch  their  inquiries  have  been  directed,  together  with 
the  connected  evidence  and  axplanationa  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Honse,  without  suggesting  any  resolu- 
tion or  act  Ibr  its  adoption. 

The  report  was,  with  the  documents  aecom- 
puij'mg  the  same,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  letter  accompanied  the  report  of 
the  commktee  of  the  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
Post  Office  truisactions : 

GavuAK  Post  Orriei  DirABTMavT, 
FelmMry  1821. 
To  the  JimcrabU  the  Commitluof  the  Ihuteof 

nemtativea,  apj^nted  to  invettigate  the  eoneemt 

of  the  Genaw  Foit  OJiee  Department. 

Uxxnuii*  :  Agreeably  to  an  nndemtaniling  with 
the  committee  at  my  interview  on  Friday  last,  I  shall 
BOW  proceed  to  give  such  informatun  and  explanations, 
in  relation  to  the  several  points  proposed  by  the  com- 
Biittee,  aa  I  trost  will  prove  entirely  satisfactory.  I 
waa  gratified  to  learn,  explicitly,  from  the  commiuee, 
at  that  interview,  that  the  caaea  a»luhitad  were  not 
tei^ffded  aa  diargea  which  bad  aweared  in  avidenea 
•gainst  the  Department,  or  on  wnich  any  testimony 
had  been  taken  ;  but  that  some  were  facts  drawn  from 
the  official  documents  thst  required  an  explanation  to 
satisfy  the  committee  of  the  correctness  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Department,  and  that  ottiers  were  rumors, 
in  relation  to  whidi  the  committee  desired  the  state- 
ment of  facts. 

1st.  The  first  point  is,  "  that  the  paUio  money  has 
been  improperly  expended  by  the  Port  Office  Depart- 
ment, for  transporting  the  mail  from  Washington  to 
Fredericksburg,  in  the  years  1814,  1816,  and  1816." 

A  plain  and  simple  nairative  of  the  facts  in  relation 
to  tliat  eaaaf  it  is  prenuB«d,  will  folly  justify  tbeconrae 


whitA  was  taken.  But,  before  entering  npon  the  aab> 
ject,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remind  the  committee, 
that  most  of  these  proceediogs  were  anterior  to  my  of- 
ficial doties  aa  Portmaster  General,  which  conmenead 
in  April,  iSli. 

It  appears  that  a  contract  was  made  my  prede- 
cessor, with  a  company  of  gentlemen,  in  October, 
1813,  to  transport  tha  mail  between  Waahington  and 
Fredeiicksburg,  for  the  years  1814,  1816,  and  1816, 
with  a  diatinct  understanding  that  the  letter  mail  was 
to  be  carried  through  by  express,  on  horseback,  da- 
ring the  Winter,  while  the  roads  on  that  route  are  so 
bad  aa  to  render  it  impoasiUo  ibr  stages  to  move  with 
any  degree  of  rapidity ;  and  that  the  mail  containing 
newapapers  and  pamphlets,  which  was  too  heavy  to 
be  carried  on  horseback,  should  be  subject  to  the  more 
tardy  movement  of  the  stages,  which  occupied  neariy 
two  days. 

It  appears  that,  in  November,  1813,  after  the  above 
contract  had  been  made,  but  before  the  performance 
under  it  commenced,  the  President  and  Secretaries  of 
departments  thought  it  advisable,  in  oonaequenca  of 
the  general  anxiety  which  the  war  excited,  to  obtain 
the  earliert  poanble  intelligence,  that  tha  whole  nail* 
newspapers  as  well  as  letter%  duMild  be  carried  tlirongh 
by  the  express.  This  arrangement,  which  reqaired 
much  mora  than  double  the  expense  of  carrying  it 
agreeably  to  the  plan  at  first  contemiriated,  entirely 
vitiated  the  original  contract.  It  could  not  be  carried 
with  sufficient  ra^dity  in  atagea,  and  it  was  too  heavy 
to  be  carried  on  horaeback.  It  became  neceaaary, 
therefore,  to  transport  it  in  cunicles — an  expensive 
mode,  but  tha  only  one  praeticaUe.  After  several  nn- 
snceessfol  attempts  to  have  it  saliafaetorily  performed 
at  a  low  price  in  curricles,  the  department  appears  to 
have  employed  an  experienced  agent,  who  purchased 
hones  and  carriages,  and  carried  that  part  of  it  be- 
tween Alexandria  and  Dumfries,  on  account  of  tha 
department ;  that  being  the  worst  part  of  the  road,  and 
on  which  no  contractor  would  perform.  An  extra 
price  was  given  to  those  who  carried  it  on  tha  other 
parts  of  the  nrate,  in  conseqamce  of  the  extra  ex- 
pense. 

In  this  situation  I  found  it  whan  I  came  into  the 
department  in  April,  1814.  It  remained  thoa  until 
the  commencement  of  1816,  when,  finding  it  trouble- 
some and  expensive  to  transport  the  mail  through  as 
agent  of  the  deportment,  the  property  eropfoyed  on 
the  route  waa  aold  at  a  fair  valuation  to  Cirignal  Tay- 
loe,  and  a  now  contract  entered  into  wUh  bim,  upon 
terma  eonaiderably  lower  than  what  it  cort  the  de* 
partmenl  while  transported  by  its  agent.  It  baaainea 
been  advertisad,  and  no  other  peraon  has  pFopoaod  to 
cany  it  at  a  lower  rate  than  vnut  was  then  given. 

'  The  rumors  of  which  the  honorable  committee  have 
spoken,  were  propagated  in  1816,  by  certain  roaleon- 
teuta,  who  were  then  clerks  in  this  office ;  when,  at 
my  own  rcqUMt,  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentstives  was  appointed  to  iuvestigste  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  this  department.  That  committee,  one  of 
whom,  tbf»  honorable  Timothy  Pickering,  had  been 
Poatmaater  General,  and  waa  perfectly  acquainted 
with  die  nature  of  all  the  operations  of  the  depart- 
ment, entered  fully  into  this  case ;  and  I  would  re- 
spectfally  refer  the  honorable  committee  to  the  report 
then  made  on  this  point,  which  is  contained  in  tha 
following  sentence : 

<•  The  &cts  stated  in  this  diatge,  vix:  ('that  a  con- 
tiaet  for  eanying  the  nail  fiom  Washingien  to  Fred- 
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•lieksburg,  had  bacn  tdpanedad  hj  order  of  tfaa  Post- 
iBMtn  Gaoeral,  b^m  it  expired,  and  abent  doable 
tte  UMKiDt  given  Ibr  the  eeine  aervie^')  are  sdmit- 
tad  la  b*  cemet,  and  the  lettv  ^tbe  PMlDiHter  Gen- 
eral, (No.  10,)  containa  a  aatiafaetory  axplanttioa  of 
the  reaaone  for  alterf^  the  terma  of  the  eontraet; 
wbe^ar  too  ranch  waa  eventuaUy  gifto  tax  the  Mr- 
vice,  nnder  the  changea  required  by  the  Poetmaater 
Genual,  ia  a  aabject  Dot  in  the  power  of  the  oommit- 
tee  to  decide ;  nor  would  they  be  jnatified  in  preanm- 
iag  any  miacendoct  in  a  traoaaction  which  appeara  to 
have  been  ao  fairly  eondncted." 

Sd.  The  aecond  point  ia,  "  that  dnplicatea  of  all 
eontracta  made  by  the  depertmeott  and  propoaala  re- 
•pecting  them,  have  not  been  k>dfed  with  the  Comp- 
troUer  of  the  Tretaury." 

To  thia  I  re^y,  that,  tince  my  Ume,  they  beve  al- 
waya  been  regularly  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Comp- 
tr^ler,  before  the  aceonnta  end  paynenta  relating  to 
then  have  come  before  him  for  eiaminatioD,  ao  tlMt 
the  apirit  and  dedga  of  the  law  have  been  atricUy 
eenplied  wHh.  The  letlerof  the  law  eiMoine  whet  ia 
foand  impmotieaU*,  on  Meomt  U  evouMtaneaa 
wUeh  the  committee  will  readily  pereeire.  The  num- 
ber of  contnclB  nede  at  one  time  ia  nanally  baHraen 
thioe  end  fenr  hnndred ;  many  of  which  are  with  pet^ 
eone  at  ntreme  parts  of  the  Union.  Theee  contreete 
are  prepared  at  the  department,  end  aent  to  tbem  to 
be  executed ;  and  it  often  happena,  from  aome  mie* 
conception  on  the  part  of  the  contractor,  or  aome  ex- 
planation deatred  by  him,  or,  aonetinea,  from  hia  d»- 
cHning  la  oonply  with  the  conditiooa,  Aet  aevetal 
cMunnaki^na  paaa  betwem  him  and  the  department 
before  he  returns  the  contract,  which  prolonga  the 
time  coBaidn^ly  beyond  the  period  speeifled  in  the 
law  for  lodging  them  with  the  Comptroller.  They 
might,  indeed,  be  aent  to  him,  one  by  one,  ea  they  are 
received,  but  thet  would  not  be  a  literal  compliance 
widi  the  lew ;  and  the  depoaiting  them  together,  filed 
alpbabetieally,  ia  fonnd  mneh  more  convenient  to  the 
dapnrtnwnt,  wbfle  it  flimiehaa  enperior  fodlitiea  to  the 
Comptroller,  for  reference.  Thia  auljeet  waa  regarded 
oi  ao  little  importance  by  my  predaceeeor,  that,  daring 
the  thirteea  yeera  of  hie  aaminlatfatlont  ha  made  bnt 
two  lodgment*  of  the  dmUcate  eontiacta  and  proper 
aab  in  the  offlee  of  the  Comptreller.  All  that  were 
omitted  him,  I  have  aent  there,  and  alt  that  have 
aince  been  made,  up  to  I818<  The  remainder  require 
only  tfaa  formality  of  removing  from  one  building  to 
another,  which  will  be  done,  aa  all  othera  have  been, 
b^iie  the  acceanta  growing  out  of  them  ahall  oome 
before  the  Comptroller. 

Sd.  The  Aird  point  ia,  "  that  the  Poetmaater  Gen- 
eral haa  not  rendered,  once  in  three  montha,  to  the 
Secfctaiy  of  the  iWaaiy  a  qaarterly  aeeonnt  (tf  aU 
reoaipta  and  axpenditurei.** 

To  thia  I  reply,  that  the  law  which  reqairea  the 
Poatmaater  General  to  render  hia  aecounta  once  in 
three  montha,  baa  ever  been  understood  aimply  to  re- 
qnire  Uieae  accounti  to  be  preaented  in  regular  peri- 
oda  of  three  montha  aadi,  igreeaMy  to  the  common 
rale  of  the  Treaaury  traneactions,  and  not  that  they 
ehaU  he  rendered  at  the  doae  of  eaekqaarter,  for  the 
three  montha  faamediately  preceding,  tot  thia  woaU 
be  requiring  an  impoaaibifity.  There  are  4,660  poat 
offices  in  the  United  Statea,  the  accounu  from  which, 
after  the  cloae  of  a  quarter,  are  all  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  General  Post  Office.  When  received  here,  they 
are  examined  and  regfalered  in  quarterly  aeeennta 


current,  from  which  th^  are  posted  into  legera.  After 
tUa,  ihaae  aoroant*  current  are  conied  in  the  proper 
fom  for  the  Traaawy.  Beeidea  tiiea^  there  are  uj^ 
wanle  ol  a  tboosand  mail  ronlea,  on  wUeh  Um  nmiM 
are  transpoHed,  at  the  average  rate  af  f7,6M  milea  a 
day,  during  every  aeaaon  of  the  year.  Hie  paymeato 
made  to  Ute  eontractora  after  the  cleae  of  a  qaartar,  by 
remitunces  to  every  part  of  the  Union;  tfae  obtaniing 
receipta  for  theae  payments,  to  accompany  the  eooonnts 
to  the  Treasury,  ai  voudiers,  necessarily  occupy  m 
consideTable  length  of  time.  Aa  only  one  peraon  at 
a  time  can  be  cmpioyad  upon  the  aame  booh,  and  as 
Uio  labor  of  prepeiing  the  aecMuM,  flral  for  the  De- 
partment, and  then  for  the  Treasury,  must  be  per- 
formed aher  the  neceeaary  documents  have  come  to 
band  ;  it  muat  be  obvione  that  they  cannot  be  rendered 
at  the  Treaaury  till  long  after  dke  expiration  of  the 
term  to  which  dkey  rdate.  It  appeare,  fmn  the  doeo- 
menta  of  the  oAlee,  that  none  of  my  predeceseois,  htm 
the  eommeneement  of  the  Government,  ever  rendered 
th^  aceovnta  sooner  after  Uie  tranaaetian  oMUMdf 
than  I  have  dene,  though  ibu  aslenslan  of  Aa  DaparW 
meat  has  increaaed  in  a  tealUd  ratio.  In  additiMi  !• 
the  above,  it  may  be  pieper  to  infotin  tte  OoMmMaa 
that  thia  put  of  the  baafness  was  for  in  arreara  at 
commeneemeDt  of  my  official  dutiea.  When  I  eame 
into  the  Deportment,  in  April,  1814,  theaocoUnte  had 
been  rendend  to  the  Treeaury  only  to  the  SOth  June, 
1800,  being  nearly  five  yeara  behind.  By  nneaaHog 
and  laboriona  exertiona,  all  thoaa  arrearagea  hare  bean 
brought  up,  and  die  whole  aecaanta  haw  been  ren- 
dered to  the  Treaaury,  up  to  tfae  let  Jaly,  1819,  mak- 
ing e  period  of  tea  yeays,  prepared  and  randaeod  aiaea 
April,  1614.  Othera  are  in  a  atate  of  ferwartfnea% 
and  will  be  rendered  long  before  theae  whtoh  «e  al> 
ready  in  the  Treasury  Department  can  be  gens 
through  and  adjuated  there. 

4th.  The  fourth  point  ia,  •*  the  Poetmaater  Geneml 
has  not  paid  into  Uie  Treeaaiy  af  the  Umtod  <latan 
the  balance  dne  from  him." 

From  converaation  with  the  committee  I  learned  that 
this  concluaion  was  drawn  from  the  balance  wUch  am- 
peara  againat  tlua  Department,  on  the  boaka  of  tan 
Treasury.  That  balance  exhiUt*  not  the  amonnt  ai 
moneya  collected  by  the  department,  bnt  it  embracaa 
all  balanoea  dne  to  the  department  from  peetnaetera. 
The  General  Post  Office  Department  is  held  aceonnt- 
able  to  the  Treaaury  Department  for  the  whole  emoftnt 
of  poslagca  thronghont  the  United  tftatea ;  and  dnust 
the  whole  of  the  Auditor's  balance  raraahM  due  to  A» 
office,  as  will  appear  from  the  hatftamiahed  the  Howe 
on  the  38d  of  January,  and  for  an  expleoatiMi  ef 
whkh  I  would  refer  the  cammitteo  to  my  letter  oe- 
conpanytng  the  same.  The  balaneea  btcn  baoK 
promptly  paid  over  aa  they  have  been  eoUeetad,  laamT 
lag  only  a  sufficiency  to  meet  such  current  erpamaaa 
and  contingenciea  aa  are  daily  arising;  a  pracCma 
sanctioned  by  the  example  of  all  my  predseesoora,  ami 
demonatrated  by  experience  to  be  neeeeeaij  to  tta 
sncceaafol  operations  of  the  department.  I  nod  Uiat 
the  whole  amount  paid  over  to  the  Treeaury  by  thia 
department,  from  the  organixation  of  the  Go wnmeai^ 
in  March,  1789,  to  Hareh,  1814,  a  period  ot  twan^ 
five  years,  ia  9709,888  40,  making  an  areraga  ^ 
138,086  63  m  year.  Since  I  come  into  the  d^Ml- 
ment,  from  Mercb,  1814,  to  March,  18S0,  a  period  of 
HZ  years,  the  different  payments  to  the  Tresenrr 
amonnt  to  #379,411  76,  making  an  aver^ef963^ 
286  39  a  year,  more  than  douhlo  the  averase  te  tli« 
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Amer  pmid«  Bat,  owint  to  ^  inowMd  iMgtIt  of 
ib»  ml  lealM.  principHUy  tbraagh  saw  and  1H7 

thinly  populated  ngiou  of  the  coantry,  wlded  to  the 
ffeDcnu  prcMore  which  ia  fait,  it  ia  vary  doablful  wh»- 
tbar  it  -mil  ba  poaaihla,  for  t  eenndei^e  titoe,  in  fo- 
tore,  to  collact  more  than  will  be  required  to  pay  for 
tiw  truuporutioo  of  the  maila,  or  eveo  lufficteat  ibr 
Utatparpaaa. 

Stb.  The  fifth  point  ia,  "That  ha  had  loaned  the 
pnUie  monaj  to  O.  Jackaon  nd  Banimin  Tall- 
judga." 

At  my  intarriaw  with  At  oommittee,  diej  informed 
me  that  no  eTtdanee  of  theaa  tranaaetiona  waa  before 
thorn,  bnt  rumor  had  repeated  Uie  drenmatance,  and  a 
atatomant  of  beta  waa  deaired  in  ralation  ibcrato. 
Thia  nimor  appears  to  be  a  re-echo  of  what  waa 
biDUght  befwa  tha  committee  of  1S10,  wUch  com- 
mittee hail  thia  atdgoct  before  them;  and  aftar  •  tbor- 
Mf b  iorcatifition  of  the  faeta,  embraced  it  in  the 
third  artielo  of  their  report,  to  which  I  would  alao 
tMfwctfoUy  refer  the  committee.  The  timnaaetioBa 
were  anterior  to  my  lime,  and  I  can  mly  inform  the 
coounitteeof  what  appeara  to  have  been  their  nature, 
I  find  that,  aa  early  aa  1806,  thoae  gentlootank  bains 
manben  of  Congreaa,  frequently  made  collactiona  tot 
their  con^taenta,  principally  from  ofEcee  of  the  Oov- 
omment,  and  that  it  waa  codubob  for  them,  through 
the  Aaaiatant  Poatmaater  General,  to  remit  aoch  col- 
leetiona  by  drafta  from  ttua  d^artment,  in  lieu  of 
which  ho  receiTad  uthar  num^i  or  dxalte  upon  places 
where  ho  had  oeeauon  to  nuke  xemittancea  to  pay 
cmtiadMB;  and  aa,  in  aome  inateaeea,  the  drafta  Ihua 
o^Ufed  did  not  exactly  correapond  In  amoant,  he 
kept  a  memorandum  of  the  difieretice ;  which,  for  the 
porpoae  of  keeping  more  regularly,  he  tranaferred  to 
iha  boeka  of  the  office,  the  former  in  1809,  the  latter 
ia  1812.  When  I  came  into  office,  I  found  iheae  ac- 
oeunto  atUl  opm,  and  that  tha  batencea  had  been 
•Iwayo  very  inoonaidarahlo,  oometimaa  in  fovor  of  the 
Miimnala,  and  aometimaB  in  Ihvorof  the  dotorlnent 
One  of  tlM  acconnte  waa  finally  cloaad  in  1814,  the 
•titer  in  1810;  iinco  which  time  no  aeooont  haa  been 
kept  with  apy  individnala  who  were  not  connected 
with  the  dopartotMit.  It  waa  aaggaated  also  by  the 
oommittee,  that  rumor  informed  them  tbeae  exehamea 
were  made  at  a  time  when  a  depreciation  had  taken 
place  ia  the  curreDCy  which  waa  received.  In  an- 
swer to  thia,  I  will  aaiure  the  committee,  that  only 
imo  payment  waa  OTar  made  to  General  Ja^aon  after 
the  banka  had  atopped  apeeia  payment,  and  Uiat  waa 
Biada  in  the  d^re&ateo  notea  of  thia  District ;  and 
that  only  one  payment  waa  erer  made  to  Colonel 
T^madge  after  I  came  into  the  department,  and  that 
waa  made  at  New  York,  when  all  the  banka  were  pay- 
apeda,  and  (the  very  roTeree  of  a  loan)  it  waa  in 
payment  of  a  balance  which  waa  found  due  to  him  to 
clow  bia  account 

0th.  The  aixth  point  ia,  '*  That  in  hi*  report  to  Con- 
greaa of  contraeta  made  by  hia  department,  ho  haa  not 
reported  them  eonformably  with  law." 

On  thia  point  I  wUI  only  fwiA  that,  aa  the  olgect 
of  the  laat  aection  of  tha  law  nfcnod  to,  appeared  to 
be  to  show  to  Congress  whether  any  of  the  membera 
of  either  Houee  were  contraotora;  in  making  the  re- 
porte  which  ia  required,  thia  point  waa  prindpalljr  kept 
in  view ;  and,  aa  all  contracte  entered  into  by  thia  de- 
partment have  been  publicly  adwrtiaed,  with  their 
datea  md  duration,  io  preparing  the  elatamefita  re- 
4VU(od     the  law,  there  ^>peara  to  have  bam  an  inad- 


H.OPR. 


variant  "*rH—  of  the  date  and  duotion  of  Uia 
tract,  a  CHMunstanca  in  no  degree  ani^^iaog  amUit 
the  sreat  maaa  of  bnaineee  to  he  performed  ;  and  aa 
omiaaion  in  no  degree  afieeting  the  object  of  the  report. 
In  all  other  reapoete  it  ia  belierad  both  the  letter  and 
the  ^irit  of  the  law  have  been  atriotly  adhmad  to  in 
such  reports. 

7ik.  The  seventh  point  is,  "  That  he  haa  not  annu- 
ally reported  to  Congreaa  the  contracte  made  by  hia 
demrtment'* 

To  this  I  repW,  that  Uie  contraeta  made  by  thia  da* 
partment  have  alwaya  been  reported  annually  to  Con- 
greaa, except  one  inatence,  in  which,  owing  to  an  m> 
cidental  omiaaon  of  one  of  the  derka,  the  report  wea 
not  made  at  the  time  required,  but  the  omiadon  waa 
aubeaquently  diacorered,  and  the  tvfoH  aent  to  the 
Houae. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  peinte,  the  cemmittoa 
aahad  an  oi]dnnation  of  a  dUnraaea  wfaloh  ifpaaia 
betwoHi  tha  Fifth  Anditor**  rtatemcnt  of  tha  pool 

office  accounte,  and  the  account  of  receipts  and  dta- 
baraemente  fiirniahed  1^  thia  departmeuL 

In  xeliUion  to  thia,  the  committee  wUl  obaerv^  that 
the  Auditor's  report  atetes  the  "  gross  amount  c€ 
postages"  in  the  United  Stotes,  for  a  given  time.  From 
this  "  gross  amount"  ia  deducted  the  whole  amount  of 
postmasters*  commissions,  and  contingent  u|>enBea  of 
th«rraq>cctiTe officoa*  The ramaindar  conatitntai the 
amount  of  balancea  arinng  in  &vor  of  the  department 
for  that  Ume.  The  report  furnished  from  this  office 
exhibite,  not  the  amount  of  poatagea,  but  the  amount 
of  paymente  actually  made  by  postmasters  and  receiTed 
by  tha  department.  The  dinerenee,  Uierefore,  must 
alwaya  be  eonddeiablei  and  if  it  should  ao  happen, 
that  the  whole  amount  of  balancea  ariaing  in  favor  of 
the  department  within  a  given  time,  ahonkt  be  paid 
over  to  thia  office  wUIub  that  time,  yet,  the  diflhinoa 
between  the  graaa  amonnl  of  poetageaaDd  the  actual 
racaipta  by  the  departmeot,  would  be  oqul  to  Iba 
whole  aaonnt  of  peatmaatem'  eonuaiaahma  and  coa- 
tingant  expanaea  of  their  (Aoaa. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  reapeet,  your  obedient 
aarvant,  R.  J.  HEIOS,  Jr. 

Pr^xed  to  this  letter,  waa  the  following  nott^ 
by  the  committee : 

To  one  remark,  eontaiaed  in  the  firet  paragn^  of 
thia  defiuiGO,  the  committee  would  advert.  It  ia  that 
in  which  it  ia  obaarved,  that  he  •'waa  grntifled  to 
leani,  explidtly,  from  the  committee,  at  that  tntaiview, 
Uiat  tha  caaea  exhibited  were  not  regarded  es  ohargea 
which  had  appoared  in  evidence  againat  tha  depart- 
ment, or  on  whidi  ai^  taatinony  had  boon  talun," 
Thia  lemark  ia  not  eonact. 

FxanvAU  M,  ISSl. 

Mr.  B&iiBwiN  moved  that  the  Home  reaoWe  it- 
self into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bttl 
eoikceriuDg  stlea  at  auction;  but  the  motion  wu 
negatiTed—aires  53,  do«  62. 

8TBTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr.  SBnoBJLNT  motred  that  the  House  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy;  on 
which  motion  Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  CaroliiUt 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  qoestion  was  acoordiuly  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  decided  in  theaffirmatiTO— -ByeaT^ 
noes  58}  and  the  biU  was  taken  up. 
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Mr.  Edwabdb,  oi  North  Carc^iiu,  then  mored 
to  CMDmit  tlw  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole } 
vhieh  motion  vms  opposed  by  Mr.  Sekgbamt,  ts 
a  coarse  that  would  oe  fatal  to  the  bill,  fnnn  the 
delay itwould  fvoduce,  and  was  also  unnecessarf. 

Mr.  Hardin  advocated  the  motion  to  commit, 
being  friendly  to  the  principle  of  the  system,  but 
wanted  to  examine  its  details. 

Mr.  Clay  said  to  commit  the  bill  would  place 
it  at  die  foot  of  the  docket  of  business,  and  that 
courae  would  be  tantamount  to  a  rejection  of  the 
bill.  If  gentlemen  were  sincere  in  a  desire  to  ex- 
amine it  in  Committee,  he  would  propose  a  com- 
{ffomise,  and  that  was  to  agree  by  general  consent 
to  ffo  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
forthwith ;  and  added  some  remarks  on  the  impe- 
rious necesuty  which  existed  for  taking  up  the 
subject  and  deciding  on  it  at  the  present  session, 
as  wdl  as  on  the  circnmstances  of  the  country 
vhich  required  its  passage. 

Mr.  Cobb  declared  himself  heartily  siek  of  all 
compromises,  and  spoke  to  show  the  necessity  of 
acting  on  this  subject  with  due  deliberation.  He 
was  m  favor  of  commitment,  and  could  not  take 
the  system  on  the  simple  prescription  of  Mr.  Ses- 
QBANT,  or  consent  to  act  on  the  faith  of  anj  gen- 
tleman in  the  perfection  of  the  detaib  of  theoill. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  course  proposed  by  Mr.  Clat. 

Mr.  SeaoEAMT  referred  to  the  ^eat  length  of 
time  this  subject  had  been  before  Congress ;  the 
frequency  with  which  it  bad  been  discussed  at 
former  sessions,  and  the  necessary  general  under- 
standing which  must  exist  of  it.  It  had  been 
print^  at  an  early  period  of  this  session,  as  well 
as  the  last,  and  had  neoi  long  before  the  members; 
it  had  been  matmed  with  great  care  and  labor  in 
the  Seaate,  and  he  did  not  think  it  would  require 
so  much  time  to  act  on  it  as  was  apprehended. 

Mr.  Stbvbnb,  of  Connecticut,  said  the  House 
was  called  on  to  work  by  faith ;  and  he  would  as 
lOOQ  act  1^  faith  as  works,  if  those  works  were 
not  their  own.  The  Senate  had  matured  the  bill 
to  their  liking,  but  it  was  proper  the  House  should 
examine  it  for  itself ;  for  which  there  was  not  time, 
he  argued,  compatible  with  a  due  r^ard  to  other 
indispensable  subjects. 

The  question  being  taken  on  committing  the 
bill,  it  was  n^tived — ayes  49,  noes  63. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  avowed  his  hostility 
to  the  bill ;  and  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  a 
nugority  in  favor  of  the  {viociple  of  the  bill,  with- 
out which  it  would  be  extremely  impolitic  to  Mn- 
aume  the  precious  time  of  the  session  in  discuss- 
ing its  details,  moved,  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
fhe  question  and  saving  time,  to  postpone  the  bifi 
indefinitely. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  commenced  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  on  the  expediency  of 
now  acting  on  it.  The  debate  had  continued 
some  tim^  and  several  gentlemen  yet  indicating 
a  wish  to  speak — 

Mr.  McLean  withdrew  his  motion  j  his  object 
having  been,  in  making  it,  m^y  to  save  time. 

Mr.  Rbba  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
bill  indefinitely. 


FXBKOAIT,  18S1. 


Messrs.  Wood,  RoBBBTaon,  Tohuhbok,  8br- 
OEAHT,  and  Little,  submitted  hri^^  thrir  reasons 
for  being  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  for  advocating 
its  eonstdnation  and  decision. 

Messrs.  Cahkoh,  Rbea,  Tucker,  of  Virginia^ 
and  WiLLiAHs,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  their 
reasons  agaiiut  taking  np  the  bill ;  for  which  they 
contended  there  was  not  time  enoagh  left,  without 
n^lecting  every  other  subject,  of  which  there 
were  several  of  more  consequence  to  the  country. 
Mr.  TucEBR,  of  Virginia,  offered  also  some  re- 
marks against  the  bilf  itself. 

Messrs.  Meiob  and  Brush  submitted  some  ar- 
guments in  favor  of  the  bill,  of  its  importance  and 
of  proceeding  to  act  on  it 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  said  he  thought  this  course 
would  be  to  refuse  to  the  petitioners,  for  some 
measure  of  the  kind,  who  were  both  creditws  and 
debtors,  a  just  hearine  of  thar  complaints;  he 
pointed  out  the  gcamaTobjeets  of  the  creditors  and 
debtors  who  had  petitionra  for  the  measure,  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  conuderatini 
which  was  due  to  it,  and  said  that,  aldwvgh  ha 
should  vote  against  the  indefinite  ptMtponemen^ 
he  should  nevertheless  vote  against  the  nill  in  its 
present  shape,  and  probably  in  any  shape  it  might 
assume ;  but  it  was  due,  upon  that,  as  wdl  as  upon 
all  important  occasions,  particuuirly  where  the 
people  nad  petitioned,  that  the  friends  of  a  mea- 
sure should  have  a  full  and  fair  opportunity  of 
making  it  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  of  then  pre- 
senting the  merits  for  consideration.  Such  a 
course,  he  said,  was  the  liberal  and  proper  one, 
and  b^t  calculated  to  effect  a  justandsatufactory 
result,  &e. 

Messrs.  Cobb  and  Cannon  maintamed  theothei 
side  of  the  question,  and  were  averse  to  eonaiuni- 
ing  the  time  of  the  session  in  thefiirthet  conndcr- 
ation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clat  advocated  the  tail  rety  earnestly,  in, 
a  speech  of  some  length. 

Mr.  Stevens  reiterated  and  enfornd  anew  the 
opinions  be  bad  expressed  against  the  conudera- 
tion  of  the  bill. 

Messrs,  Stores  and  Warfield  supported  the 
justice  and  policy  of  the  measure,  and  the  im- 
perative necessity  of  acting  on  it  at  the  presmt 
session. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  ol^ed  briefly  his 
reasons  for  being  opposed  in  principle  to  a  syaten 
of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Serobant  replied  at  some  length,  to  obviate 
the  objections  which  Mr.  Trimble  and  others  had 
adduced  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  spoke  with  great  ean- 
estness  in  favor  of  ue  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  its  demerits. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to  adjoora. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  delivered  the  reams  why  he 
was  most  decidedly  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill  in  any  sliape. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  ad- 
journ— negatived,  60  to  54. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Vir^uia,  thai  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  taUe;  which  motion  was  ncgativci. 
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Mr.  Ball  then  moTcd  to  a4i<"i™;  the 

Jinestion  thereon  was  decided  b^yeai  and  nays,  as 
oUows:  For  adjoamment  59.  against  it  77. 
So  the  motion  was  rejected. 
Mr.  CI.AT  made  a  few  remarks  in  faror  of  de- 
ciding toHiiglit  the  (juesdou  of  ind^nite  postpone- 
ment, and  men  adjourning  to  discuss  the  subject 
in  detail  on  the  morrow. 

Mr.  Rbba  next  spoke  sgainst  the  bill;  and 
concluded  by  moving  to  adjonm. — Negatived,  71 
to  48. 

Mr.  Jongs,  of  Teanessce,  then  addressed  the 
House  at  some  length  in  favor  of  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

Some  rather  confused  proceedings  then  took 
place;  when 

Mr.  JoMBB,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table,  and  required  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  motion ;  but  a  snflBcient  number  did  not  rise 
to  second  the  call. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  motion ;  when 
there  were,  for  laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  65 ; 
against  it,  73. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Brtan  then  moved  to  adjourn,  and  re- 
qaired  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  ;  and  th« 
question  on  adjournment  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows :  For  the  adjournment,  62j  against 
it,  73. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HooKB  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
lion. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  invited  those  who, 
with  him,  were  opposeo  to  the  bill,  to  withdraw 
their  opposition  to  taking  the  question  of  indefi- 
nite postponement,  in  or^r  to  oppose  the  bill  di- 
rectly, on  the  morrow,  when,  if  goitlemen  desired 
it,  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  could 
be  renewed. 

Mr.  Hooks  declined  withdrawing  the  motion, 
and  the  question  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  70  votes  to  51. 

Mr.  CcLPEP£R  entered  his  protest  against  the 
precipitation  with  which  the  main  question  was 
ui^d  OD  the  House,  as  being  contrary  to  usage 
and  unparliamentary. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows : 

YsAS — Hesir*.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  BlacUedge, 
Bryan,  Bufiiiiu,  Campbell,  Canaon,  Clagett,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crawford,  Colbreth,  Calpeper,  Davidson,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Gamett,  Qnj,  Har- 
din, Hibshman,  Hooks,  Hoatetter,  Jacksoo,  Jones  of 
Virgiais,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsey,  Lincoln,  Mc- 
Coy, MeCreary,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Mor- 
ton, Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
PaAar,  of  Masaacbosetta,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Pbilson, 
Flomer,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Richards,  Ringgold, 
Row,  Stevens,  Swearingen,  Tucker  of  Va.,  Taeker  of 
South  Carolina,  'WiHiama  of  Virginia,  and  Williams 
of  North  Carolina — 68. 

Nats — Mesira.  Adams,  Allen  of  Mass.,  Allen  of  N. 
T.,  Archer  of  Md.,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brash, 
Cass,  Clark,  Clay,  Cook,  Crowell,  CushDan,Cuthbert, 


Dane,  Darlington,  Denuon,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Coa- 
necticut,  Edwarda  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustia,  Fay,  Pot 
ger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Goriiam,  Grosa  of  Nsw 
York,  Guyon,  Hacklay,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemp- 
btll.  Horrick.  Hill,  Hobar^  Jobnaon,  Kendall,  Kant, 
Kinriey,  Lathrop,  LUtle,  Livermore,  Haday,  MeCol- 
lough,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meigs,  Mercer,  MoneU, 
Montgomery,  8.  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Pitcher,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rogera,  Rasa,  Ser- 
geant, Silsbee,  Simktns,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Maiylsild» 
Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  TonUinson,  Up* 
ham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Whitman,  and 
Wood— 73. 

The  question  then  recurred  that  the  bill  be  oi^ 
dered  to  a  third  reading.  When  the  Home  ad- 
journed. 


Thursday,  March  1. 
Mr.  HsNnRicKS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  2d 
of  January  last,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  with  a  bill  authorizing  the  taxing  oi 
certain  lands  within  the  new  Stales ;  which  mil 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  to  Congress  cer- 
tain extracts,  and  a  copy  of  letters  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  from  the  Marshal  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  eastern  district  of  Virginia,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  execution  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
March,  1820,  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  cen- 
sus ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Gooding 
and  James  Williams,  reported  the  same  without 
amendme^and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kblsoii,  of  Virginia,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  were  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  make  the  same  allowance  for  extra  ser- 
vices to  each  person  servinz  this  House,  as  was 
granted  at  the  end  of  the  fast  session ;  and  that 
there  be  allowed  to  the  two  assistant  messengers, 
David  Pancoast  and  Charles  Cooper,  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars  each,  for  extra  services. 

Mr.  Little  submitted  for  consideration  the  f(d- 
lowing  resolution,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  cm  the 
table  till  to-morrow: 

Retohed,  That  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  at  the  next  ses* 
aion  of  Congreas,  a  system  of  reveoae  that  shall  meet 
all  the  expenaes  of  Government  without  the  aid  of 
loans,  and  suggest  auch  reductions,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  are  least  prejudicisl  to  the  puUio  intenst,  as 
will  bring  the  expenditares  within  the  aetnel  receipts 
of  the  Treaanry. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  CanaU,  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  die  Judiciary,  made 
during  the  present  semon  on  the  petition  of  John 
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Good;  and  the  said  reporttt  being  read,  it  was  or-  i 
dnred  that  the  petition  of  John  Good  be  reierred  i 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  iostruc-  ) 
tioQB  to  r^rt  tberetm  to  this  Hoase  at  the  next  | 
•ession  of  Congress.  i 

Mr.  Rich,  irom  the  Cmamittee  of  Claims,  to  i 
whom  was  rderred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for 
pnssing  to  the  credit  of  Nathaniel  Allen  certain 
moneys  by  him  disbursed  in  the  public  service," 
reported  the  same  withoat  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime,  and  was  accord- 
ingly read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  R.  also,  in  the  same  manner,  reported  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  L.  B.  McCarty,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SoDTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
A&irs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate's  bill 
for  continuing  in  force  the  act  establishing  trading 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  reported  the  same 
iirithont  amendment ;  aud,  after  some  considera- 
Uon,  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.  also  reported,  without  amendmrat,  the 
Ull  for  appointing  certain  Indian  agents  jand  the 
1^  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shyth,  the  Military  Com- 
mittee was  discharged  from  uie  Airtfaer  considera- 
tion of  the  various  subjects  on  which  it  had  not 
reported. 

Mr.  BuTLEB,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  had  been  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  the  title 
of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  to  a  tract  of 
thirty  square  leagues  of  land  in  Louisiana,  report- 
ed the  same  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.  [We  are  requested  to  state  that  this  bill 
was  examined  delibnately.  in  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  and  that  the  committee  was 
mumimous,  as  many  as  were  present,  in  favor  of 

Mr.  Flotd  moved  to  print  three  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  rqiort  of  the  Comnuttee  of 
Ways  and  Means  on  the  Finances.  It  was  short, 
be  said^  and  the  nation  ought  to  have  all  the  in- 
formation they  could  have  on  the  subject.  This 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Foot,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  ne  an  unnecessary  expenditure,  and 
it  was  n^atived. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  for  the  reason  that  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures, &c.  was  highly  interesting,  and  would  be  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  stock  of  sei^ee  of  the 
countnr,  moved  that  five  hundred  additional  copies 
thereof  f>e  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this 
House.   The  motion  was  agreol  to — 69  to  30. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  the  Hons^ 
entitled  ''An  tot  fanner  to  regulate  the  entry  of 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  from 
any  adjacent  territory ;  with,  amendments.  And 
they  hare  passed  hills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 
"An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  unlading  vessels 
arriving  from  foreign  ports  in  certain  cases "An 
act  to  authorize  tlte  reconveyance  of  a  tract  of 
bod  to  the  city  of  New  York  r  **An  act  to  estab- 
lish  a  new  land  office  in  the  State  cS  Mississippi, 


Majbch,  lasi. 


and  for  the  better  ra^ulation  of  certain  land  dis- 
tricts in  the  States  of  Alabanu  and  Mississinti 
and  "An  act  to  extend  the  termof  Samuel  Packo^ 
patents  for  his  improTement  in  carrying  and  finish- 
ing  leather  of  all  kinds }"  in  whicli  amendmenti 
and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  regulate  the  entry 
of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  any  adjacent  territory,"  were  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  time  for  imlading  vessels  arriving  from 
foreign  ports,  in  certain  cases,"  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.  It 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time  and  parsed. 

Mr.  Seroeant,  from  the  Committee  oa  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  sell  and 
convey  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Northumbetland 
county,  in  the  State  of  Viiginia;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  he  read  a  third  time. 

The  Sprakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  iMter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  Briti^ 
and  American  vessels  cleared  from  ports  of  the 
United  States  for  Bermuda,  the  Bahamas,aDd  the 
British  West  India  Islands,  during  the  years  I8l6, 
1817, 1818, 1819,  and  1820,  rendered  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  oi  the  House  of  the  20th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1820 ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  reconveyance  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
the  city  of  New  York,''  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
atablish  a  new  land  office  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, aud  for  the  better  regulation  of  certain  land 
districts  in  the  States  of  A&bama  and  Misussippi," 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extwd  the  Veaa  of  Samud  Parker^  patents  for  his 
improvenkent  in  currying  and  fini^ing  leather  of 
all  kinds,"  was  also  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  rdease 
French  ships  and  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  30th  September,  18S0, 
from  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on  ships  and  vesseU, 
ana  for  other  purposes and  "Aa  act  making 
appropriations  ior  the  support  <^  Government  for 
the  year  1821  i"  with  an  amendment  to  each. 
They  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  fdUowiiwtitlas, 
to  wit :  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Williein  Wfaitc- 
hend  and  others "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled *An  aet  to  {vovide  for  taking  the  fourth  cennts 
or  enunperation  of  ^e  inhabitants  of  the  Uitilad 
States,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  "An  act  as 
:  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
take  possession  of  East  and  West  Florida^  snd  es- 
tabliuia  temporarygovernment  therein;"  inwftich 
.  amendmmtsattdlmlsth^asktheconnineMeof 
,  this  House. 
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YELLOW  BTO^E  EXPEDITION. 
Mr.  GooKB,  &om  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  an  inqouy  into  Uie  nature  of  the  contracts 
of  Colonel  James  Johnstm  for  transportation  of 
sappltes,  &c.f  ap  the  Missouri,  ana  esfiecially 
into  the  merits  of  the  arbitration  of  his  accounts 
with  the  GoremiOentj  made  a  report  thereon,  be- 
ing a  particular  exammation  of  the  subject,  and 
exprewias  opinions  rather  against  the  aUowances 
made.   The  r^rt  is  as  follows : 

That  •  ceo  tract  wu  entered  into  on  the  2d  of  De- 
ember,  1818,  between  the  United  Statu  and  Colonel 
Jenee  JtAnaon,  of  Keataek;,  by  which  Uolouel  John- 
eon  etipnUted  to  fiirnieh  two  etesmboste,  calculated  to 
neTigate  the  MieeiuHiqti  and  ita  waters,  and  place  them 
subject  to  the  order*  oS  Government,  by  the  first  of 
March,  1819  ;  and  farther  agreed,  in  case  he  shouM 
be  Tsqniisd,  that  ha  would,  in  a  reasonaUe  time,  fttr- 
nish  one  othw  or  more  steamboats,  all  of  which  were 
deluded  for  the  traasportation  of  provinou,  ordnance, 
and  other  military  stores,  to  an  expedition  destined  for 
the  Mandan  Tillages,  oi  the  Yellow  Stone  river ;  to  this 
agreement  the  committee  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  appears,  by  said  agreement,  that  the  rate 
of  transportation  was  not  definitively  settled  and  as- 
eertained,  but,  in  case  of  disagreameBt  as  to  the  rate 
of  compensalioD,  it  was  to  be  fixed  and  determined  by 
ailntmors  indiffirently  chossn ;  a  diMgieement,  as 
might  -have  been  expected,  did  arise,  and  refcrses  w«ra 
chMsn.  From  the  evidence  submitted  to  them,  it  ap- 
peals that  the  two  steamboats  were  not  placed  subject 
to  the  orders  of  Government  until  soma  time  in  May 
following,  and  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  bMt  at 
Belle  Fontaine,  the  place  fi«m  which  the  expedition 
was  to  iiavs  aailsd,  the  Bank  of  St.  Louis  soea  out  an 
■tlKBhaianl  against  tiw  ^perty  of  Colend  JtAason, 
•od  deliTsrcd  the  writ  to  the  proper  oOcer  to  exemta. 
It  awaars  that  he  was  not  only  inclined  to  preveot, 
but  detarmtned  to  resist  with  force,  uid  eallea  on  the 
commanding  officer  at  that  station  for  a  corporal's 
guard  and  arms,  to  enable  him  to  oppose  its  execution 
wiUi  success ;  this,  Uie  committee  are  ioibrmed,  was 
promptly  refused.  Colonel  Johnson,  on  discovering 
this  detsrminstion,  came  to  anchor  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Misrds^ppi,  within  tiie  State  of  Ulinois.  The  com- 
mittee hats  thought  propn  toadmttotfaose  ftets,  be- 
lieving that  in  some  degree  they  contributed  to  the  d&- 
lay  of  the  expedition,  bat  sre  far  from  believing  this  the 
only  canae.  To  illustrate  more  fully  the  views  of  the 
committee,  and  to  enable  the  House  to  judge  bow  &r 
JusUca  has  been  done  the  Government,  they  think  it 
incumbent  on  them  to  state  that  Colonel  Johnson  was 
the  sole  contractor  to  this  expedition,  and  bound  to 
transfwrt  the  militair  storee  and  ordnanca  Awn  Pitts- 
linig,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  Belle  Fontaine, 
QB  the  Misseuri,  and  also,  tMcontractor  to  fiinish  the 
necessary  prarmons.  The  comosittee  discover,  from 
the  docomaols  rslerred  to  tbem,  that,  owing  to  the 
fiuluM  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Jobnaoo  to  deliver  the 
Btorsa  and  munitions  of  war,  it  would  have  been  im- 
practicsble  for  the  expedition  to  have  moved  before  the 

 of  Jane,  at  which  time  the  Jafierson  steamboat 

reatdisd  Bdls  Poatatne,  on  board  of  which  were  the 
atores  before  mentioned,  together  with  the  clothing  for 
the  soldiers  employed  on  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition. 
The  committee  think  it  due  to  Colonel  Johnson  to 
tfate  that  this  delay  was  occasioned  by  the  breaking  of 
tiie  inston  head  of  this  boat,  and  not  from  wanton  ne- 
glset.   It  i%  however,  a  strong  reason,  in  the  opin- 


ion of  the  committee,  why  the'  United  States  should 
not  pay  Colonel  Johnson  for  detention  of  his  boats, 
when  there  wai  no  failure  on  their  part.   It  appears 
that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions  had  not  reaobed 
the  garrison  at  Belle  Fontaine,  even  on  the  arrival  of 
the  steamboat  Jefferson  ;  that  the  subsistence  for  this 
expedition  was  psrtly  on  board  another  of  Colonel 
Johnson's  boatS)  called  Uis  Calhoun,  and  Ihun  the 
fedilenees  of  her  maeUneiy  she  was  unsble  to  rcHst 
the  current  of  the  Misrissippi,  and  never  reached  the 
garrison  on  the  Missouri,  where  the  troops  were  to 
embsrk ;  thus  creating  a  deficiency  of  provisions  which 
was  not  remedied  by  Colonel  Johnson  until  about  the 
S8th  of  June,  and  not  until  Colonel  Atkinson,  the 
oommandtng  officer,  called  on  him  to  completa  the 
number  of  rationi  required,  and  assured  him,  if  he 
did  not,  that  the  agent  of  the  United  States  would  be 
ordered  to  parchase,  and  he.  Colonel  Johnson,  charg- 
ed with  them.   For  a  more  minute  detul  on  this  part 
of  the  subject,  the  committee  refer  to  the  evidence 
submitted  to  the  arbitrators,  which  they  have  thought 
proper  to  lay  before  the  House,  together  with  the  ar- 
guments of  coansel,  on  the  investigation  befure  the 
referees.     The  committee  will  be  content  with  a 
cnrsory  examination,  and  notice  only  a  few  prominent 
facte.  The  clause  in  the  aifument  of  the  3d  of  De- 
cember, 1816,  end  on  which  the  claim  of  Colonel 
Johnson,  of  indemnity,  for  detention  of  his  boats,  is 
fi)anded,  provides  "  that  if,  in  the  arrsngenwns  and 
operations  of  Government,  the  said  stcamboUa  should 
be  detained  in  their  destination  from  the  want  of  con- 
centrotion  of  the  articles  to  be  transported  or  other' 
wise,  and  not  imputable  to  the  negligence  of  Colonel 
Johnson,  the  Quartermaster  General  obliged  himself, 
on  the  part  of  the  Goreroment,  to  make  irom  time  to 
time  advances,  which  are  reaaonable,  on  account  of  his 
transportation."   The  advance  of  money,  by  this  i«o- 
vtaion  in  tiie  contract,  the  comnitttee  believe,  was  es- 
teemed by  Colonel  Johnson  not  only  convenient,  but 
of  great  importance,  and  a  sufficient  indemnity  for  aU 
expenses  incident  to  the  detention ;  to  jastify  this 
opinion  they  refer  to  sn  obligation  executed  by  Colo- 
nel Johnson,  of  equal  date  with  the  agrsement,  of 
which  the  above  is  an  extract.   This  obligation  ex- 
presses the  intention  and  views  of      parties,  and  re- 
cites the  pravioas  agreement ;  an  extract  of  which  is 
submitted.   *'And  whereas,  h^  the  terms  of  the  said 
contrsct  or  agreement,  the  said  Thomas  6.  Jesup  bath 
engaged  to  make  sdTances  <tf  money  from  time  to  tims 
to  the  said  James  Johnson,  on  account  of  traosporta- 
tian,  dec,  Now,  therefore,  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  several  conditions  and  obligations  contained  in 
the  said  contract  or  agreement,  on  the  part  of  the  said 
James  Johnson,  and  for  the  repayment  and  final  adr 
jastment  of  all  and  sfngolsr  such  advaneas  as  mar  be 
msde  to  him  by  virtue  of  this  contract*"  dec  Firom 
this  it  is  evident  thst  neither  party  contemplated  more 
than  a  liberal  advance  of  money,  if  perebanoa  thue 
should  be  any  detention  of  the  expedition ;  and  it 
would  have  been  proper  in  Colonel  Johnson  to  require 
advances,  in  proportion  to  the  time,  but  they  cannot 
believe  hit  claim  is  just  as  exhibited ;  if  in  this,  how- 
ever, they  are  mistalMn,  they  most  say,  no  operations 
of  the  Government  caused  the  detention  of  C<doaal 
Johnson's  boats,  while  up  the  Missouri,  and  fiir  whidt 
pretended  claim  the  sum  of  $41,376  13  centa  was 
awarded  him.   They  find,  from  the  evidence  sub' 
mitted  to  the  referees,  that  the  boate  were  detained 
solely  in  coniequence  of  their  inability  to  complete 
their  voyage.  The  Jefinrson  was  too  feeble  in  ma- 
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dunei7  to  item  the  eamnt,  bat  for  &  chort  dUlcnce, 
when  *b«  wii  rompeUetl  to  bslt,  and  her  cargo  wai 
cbieflT  trtDiported  bj  the  boats  of  the  Uoited  Statee. 
The  lEip«dition  and  Jdinion  ateamboata  alao  failed, 
and  that  neither  reached  the  Coandl  Bluff*  that 
aaaaoD. 

The  eommittee  are  anable  to  diseovcr  eren  an  apo* 
logT  for  thia  aliowaace  of  941,275  13,  and  are  aatia- 
fted  no  prindpie  of  juitice  will  sanction  it ;  Ukcj  can* 
not  admit  for  a  moment  the  idea,  that  when  an  acci- 
dent bappena  to  Colonel  Johnaon's  boata,  and  otct 
which  the  GoTemment  had  no  control,  it  ia  proper  to 
make  the  United  States  responsible  for  detentioo, 
whilst  the  delay  ia  indispensable  to  repair  damafM. 
The  cnnnittee  can  perceive  no  rale  of  equi^  that 
will  snpport  this  award ;  everj  award  mnat  be  reaeon- 
able,  ana  it  is  contrary  to  the  dot;  of  an  arbitrator  to 
do  any  thing  that  would  be  onjast  between  the  par- 
ties. The;  also  award  Colonel  Johnson  the  further 
sam  of  $6,875  39,  inelading,  they  sty,  nothing  hot 
the  actual  eipenses,  wear  and  tear,  and  loss  of  time, 
throwing  out  all  allowance  for  risk,  which  they  sup- 
posed compensated  in  the  freight  for  the  detontimi  of 
two  boata  before  the  expedition  moved  from  Belle  Fon- 
laiDOi  end  for  the  detention  of  three  of  Cdonel  John- 
Bon'a  boats,  after  they  were  damaged,  nnladenod,  and 
tintble  to  proceed  further ;  tbey  say,  after  making  due 
tilowance  for  the  aclnsl  expcDses,  the  loss  of  time 
and  employment,  the  wear  and  tear,  and  the  risk  of 
wintoringin  so  exposed  a  situation,  they  award  the 
fiirther  sum  of  941,376  13;  thus  the  United  Sutes 
haa  paid  Colonel  Johnson  947,249  51,  for  the  deten- 
tion of  hie  boats,  undK  the  notioa  that,  in  the  apm,- 
tiona  and  anangemento  of  Oovenuneo^the  articua  to 
be  transported  were  not  concentrated.  The  eommit- 
tee foel  It  their  duty  to  state,  that  it  appears,  for  the 
traosportatioQ  actually  furnished  b^  Government,  there 
has  been  paid  Colond  Johnson,  in  obedience  to  the 
award,  the  sum  of  $14,969  28,  for  the  transportation 
of  articles  not  conveyed  by  him,  or  at  his  expense; 
and  also  the  sum  of  91^700  for  the  passage  of  troops 
ia  hia  boato  to  the  Council  Blufii,  mien,  ia  fact,  tiu 
•aid  boato  never  reached  then,  and  were  compelled  to 
halt  as  before  stated ;  the  payment  of  those  sums,  un- 
der alt  the  drcumitances,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, cannot  be  sanctioned,  and  are  not  aupportable, 
consistent  with  e<iaity  and  justice.  They  foel  con- 
strained to  remark,  that  the  charge  for  detention  of 
thoee  boaU  up  the  Missouri,  and  for  which  there  is 
awarded  the  sumof  $41,376  13,  did  not  make  an  item 
in  the  acooont  erf"  Colonel  Johnsoot  when  first  eihibi- 
tad,  and  most  have  been  conouved  after  Cmgresa  re- 
ftaaod  an  appropriaUon  further  to  prosecute  the  ezpe- 
dition  np  the  Missouri.  The  committee  have  atten- 
tively ezamined  the  account  of  Colonel  Johnson  as 
regards  the  claim  for  transportation  of  military  stores 
and  provisions ;  by  bis  contract  of  the  3d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1818,  he  agreed  to  receive  a  reasonable  compen- 
aatitHi  for  hia  aervicea,  and  use  of  boata  employed  in 
tran^ortttion,  and  fixes  as  the  batis  the  oidinuy 
ratos  of  tftDsportatioQ  for  such  allowance.  The  com- 
mittee can  see  no  good  reason  why  the  sum  of  sixteen 
and  one-fourtii  centa  per  pound  should  be  paid  Colonel 
Johnson  for  all  arUclea  conveyed  by  keel-boat  naviga- 
tion, when  it  is  evident  that  the  ordinary  rate  oftrans- 

SDrtation  by  this  mode  of  conveyance  did  not  exceed 
ve  and  a  half  centa  per  pound;  and  in  fact  this  wts 
the  sum  paid  by  the  United  States  to  others  perform- 
ing at  tiu  aama  timo  dmilar  aervicM.  In  order  that 
the  Hooae  might  have  all  lh«  moans  of  judging  of  the 
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meriu  of  thia  transaction  Wtweea  the  Government 
and  Colonel  Johnson,  and  to  enid>le  the  nation  folly  to 
understand  how  far  economy  has  been  consulted,  a 
comparison  between  the  prices  now  allowed,  and  those 
given  by  the  arbitrators  to  Colonel  Johnson,  was  oon- 
sidorad  aomowhat  important.  The  eonmittee  called 
en  tin  Qnartormaster  General  for  inform^ion  on  thia 
t ;  the  anawer  ia,  that  Colonel  Johnson  became  a 
er  to  transport  military  stores,  dec,  to  the  Council 
Bluils,  daring  the  year  I8S1,  at  the  rate  of  three  and 
three-fourth  centa  per  pound,  as  baa  been  obeerred. 
The  arbitrators  allowed  Colonel  Johnson  for  similar 
services  performed  in  1819  sixteen  and  one-quarter 
canta  per  ponnd.  It  farther  qipeara,  that,  among 
fonrleon  or  fifteen  biddeia  for  trinspntaiioa  to  that 
post  far  the  year  1831,  bnt  one  required  over  four 
centa  per  ponnd,  and  he  leu  than  five  cento  per  pound : 
what  are  the  caoses  for  such  a  change  of  prices  tbt 
committee  are  aoable  to  conjecture.  That  the  pres- 
ent scarcity  of  money  may  m^e  some  difference  ia 
admitted ;  but  the  navigation  of  the  Missouri  river  is 
the  same ;  the  same  means  of  transportation  existed 
which  are  now  osed.  A  redaction  in  price  from  six- 
teen and  one-fenrth  conta  to  thrao  and  three  fourth 
cento,  about  one-fifth  of  the  piiea  heratofora  ^van, 
affiirdi  Boma  ground,  at  least,  for  the  o^nton,  that 
what  onco  was  alleged  to  be  prudent  and  econoaueal, 
now  appears  to  bo  prefuee  and  extravagant. 

If  the  committee  are  correct  in  their  construction  of 
the  contract  between  the  United  States  and  Colonel 
Johnson,  and  their  views  relative  to  the  advaneee  from 
time  to  time  being  esteemed  by  Colonel  Johnson 
equivalent  to  any  delay  that  might  happen  by  the  op- 
erations  of  the  Government,  tbey  have  no  heaitetion 
in  saying  the  advancaa  have  not  only  been  libwal,  bnt 
profuse,  and,  in  one  inatance,  not  gnaided  by  such 
security  as  will,  in  all  probability,  secure  the  Govern- 
ment against  the  loes  of  a  sum  of  more  than  $50,000. 
The  only  security  token  for  this  advance,  as  the  cnn- 
mittee  believe,  ia  a  mortgage  on  Colonel  Johnaon'a 
stoamboata,  wliich  appear  to  have  been  broken,  feeble, 
and  subject  to  constant  decay.  The  committee  find 
that,  after  giving  Colonel  Johnson  credit  for  every  al- 
lowance awarded,  there  is  still  due  from  him  to  the 
United  Stotaa  the  son  of  $76,372  65,  and  which 
the  artntralora  did  not  award  be  should  pay,  although 
justly  due.  From  a  fiiU  view  of  this  subject  the  com- 
mittee think  the  award  ought  to  be  set  aside,  and,  to 
thia  end,  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Kaoktd,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
Stetes  be  directed  to  use  all  legal  means  in  his  power 
to  set  aside  the  award  made  between  the  United  Stetes 
and  Colonel  James  Johnson  ;  and,  also,  use  the  legal 
means  to  recover,  for  the  United  States,  whatever  may 
be  due  from  said  Colonel  James  Johnson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  report  was  laid 
on  the  table.  He  then  moved  to  prmt  the  report, 
which,  from  its  leneth,  was  not  read  through. 
To  this  motion  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  F.  Johnsoh. 
of  Kentucky,  objected,  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
be  unjust  to  the  parties  coocemed  to  publish  the 
report  without  the  documents.  They  animadTert- 
ed,  too,  on  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at  which,  the 
report  had  been  made,  which  would  preToit  a 
dueiDTesti^tion.  To  this  Mr.  Cocke  re[died,  that 
the  committee  had  used  due  diligence,  ana  had 
made  a  report  as  soon  as  they  couw,  consislcailf 
with  the  duty  reposed  in  them.  He  did  sot  o»- 
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ject  to  the  printing  of  the  documents  if  the  gen- 
tkmen  wished  it ;  bnt  must  insist  on  the  publica- 
tion of  the  report.  Mr.  Cannon  also  supported 
the  motion  for  printin|[ ;  which  was  agreed  to,  so 
as  to  include  the  printing  of  the  whole  of  the  doc- 
uments as  well  as  the  report 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy, 
being  announced  as  the  business  of  the  day~ 

Mr.  Clare  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Serqeant^  were — for  laying  on  the 
table  62,  against  laying  it  on  the  table  65,  as  fol- 
lows : 

TiAS — Mesw*.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Archer  of  Vir- 
cinia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Batbonr,  Blaekladge,  Bo- 
den,  Bofihai,  Bntler  of  Louiriana,  Campbell,  Cannon, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Colbreth,  Colpeper,  DsTidson, 
Dickinson,  Edwirds  of  Mottb  CaroliQS,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Gtmett,  Gray.  Hooka,  Hi»tett«r,  Jftcksoo,  Jones  uf 
Ten.,  Kinsey,  Liocolo,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton, 
Morray,  Netle,  Nelion  of  Virginia,  Nenton,  Parker 
of  Mmuachusetts,  Patterson,  Phe]p«,  Fhilson,  Plumer, 
Rankin,  Raid,  Rhea,  Rom,  Settlei  Smyth  of  Virgioia, 
Stevena,  Sweariogen,  Terrell,  Tocker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  Soath  Carolina,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Wil- 
liama  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caroltns. 

Nats — Meian.  Adams,  Allen  of  Masa.,  Bkiomfield, 
Brevard,  Broah,  Case,  Cook,  Cnshman,  Dane,  Dar- 
lington, DenisOD,  Dewitt,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticDt,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eostis,  Fay,  Fol- 
ger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Oorham,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Guyoo,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphilr,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Hobart,  Johnson,  Kendal),  Kinsley,  Lathrop, 
Idttle,  Livermore,  Maclay,  Mallaiy,  Msrchand,  Meiga, 
Mercer,  Monell,  8.  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Maa- 
sachnaetts.  Pitcher,  Rich,  Rogera,  Sawyer,  Sargeant, 
Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jertey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, SoDthard,  Storra,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensaelaer,  Warfield, 
Whitman,  and  Wood. 

So  the  motion  was  n^^tived,  by  three  votes. 
On  this  vote  it  appears  nearly  sixty  of  the  whole 
number  of  members  were  alHent  from  the  House. 

The  Speaker  then  commenced  the  reading  of 
the  bill  by  sections ;  and  the  firat  section  having 
been  read — 

Mr.  Hooks  mored  to  strike  it  out  j  in  other 
words,  to  reject  the  biU. 

Mr.  A.  Shtth  rose,  and,  in  support  of  this  mo- 
tion, delirered  a  speech  of  three  hours  in  length, 
covering  the  whole  grotmd  of  ot^raeition  to  the 
bUl. 

Mr.  Storrs  followed  in  a  speech  of  about  half 
an  hour,  in  support  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Sawyer,  of  North  Carolina,  delivered  his 
sentiments  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CoBB  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
Uble;  which  motion  was  decided,  by  yeas  and 
nay^  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Aleisnder,  Allen  of  Ten.,  Ar- 
dier  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bateman,  Blackledge, 
Boden,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Baffam,Batler  ofN.  Hamp- 
ahiie,  Campbell,  Caunwi,  Clagetl,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke, 


Crawford,  Gulbreth,  Cnlpeper,  Earle,  Edmtds  of  N. 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Ford,  Oarnett,  Gray,  Hardin,  Heiw 
rick,  Hibtbman,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  Johnaon, 
Jonea  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kiniey,  Lin- 
coln, McCoy,  MeCreaiy,  McLean  of  Kentncky.  R. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Newton,  Parker  of  Mass.,  Pattaraoo,  Pholps, 
PhilsoQ,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Richards,  Settle,  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Stevens,  Swearingen,  Todter  of  Virginia, 
Taeker  of  South  Carotins,  Wallace,  Williana  of  Vii^ 
ginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  MaMscbusetta,  Allen  of 
New  York,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Bayly,  Beecher, 
Bloomfteld,  Brush,  Case,  Cuahmao,  Dane,  Darlington, 
Dentson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Eaatia,  Fay,  Folger,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hill,  Hobart,  Kendall,  Livermore,  Maclsy,  Mar- 
ehand,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Monell,  Montgomery,  S.  Moore, 
Nelaon  of  Maasschnaetts,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Rogers,  Russ, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Silabee,  Simkina,  Sloan,  Smith  <rf 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Tomlineon,  Tompkioa,  Tracy,  Udree, 
Van  Renaselaer,  Wendover,  Wtulman,  and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1821. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  the  item  of 
appropriation  for  fortifications.  Mr.  Smith  of 
Maryland  moved,  by  instruction  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  fill  the  blank  for  that  ob- 
ject with  9172,000.  Mr.  Newton  moved  tofiU 
the  bhmk  with  9300,000. 

After  a  debate  of  more  than  three  honn — 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Nbwtoh'b  mo- 
tion, and  there  were— Tor  the  motion  21,  against 
it  63.   A  quorum  not  having  voted — 

The  Committee  roseand  reported  the  fact.  The 
Speaker,  having  counted  the  House,  announced 
that  there  was  not  a  quorum  present;  and,  the 
House  at^ourned,  after  a  session  of  nearly  tea 
hours. 


Friday,  March  2. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  A&irs,  to  which  was  referred  the  InU 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  adjudi- 
cation and  payment  of  claims  under  the  Treaty 
of  Amitjr,  Bettlmient,  and  Limits,  between  the 
United  States  and  His  Catholic  Mtge^,"  rep(Mrted 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Sebqeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  term  of 
Samuel  Parker's  patents  for  his  improvement  in 
currying  and  finishing  leather  of  all  kinds,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  Inll 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Forrest,  from  the  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  P.  S.  Cha- 
zotte,  stating  in  substance  that  it  is  too  late  to  act 
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upon  it  at  the  present  session ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Clerk 
of  the  United  States'  court  lor  the  Louisiana  dis- 
trict to  appoint  a  deputy,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time ;  and  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads;  were 
MTerally  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  all 
petitions,  and  other  matters  to  them,  respectiTely, 
referred  at  the  present  session,  upon  which  tliey 
hare  not  reported  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Clerk  was  directed  to  pay,  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
Honse,  to  the  assistant  in  his  office,  from  the  period 
at  whtch  he  was  last  paid  by  order  of  the  House, 
to  the  end  of  the  present  session,  and  at  the  lowest 
nte  of  compensation  allowed  to  clerks  employed 
in  his  office. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropTiatt<ms  for 
the  support  of  GoTeznment  for  the  year  1821,  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  paned  hills  of  this  House  of 
the  foUowittg  titles,  viz :  "An  act  making  ai^>ro- 
priationi  for  the  public  buildings and  "An  act 
to  alter  and  establish  eertain  post  roads  with 
amendments.  They  hare  also  passed  bills  of  the 
foUowinff  titles,  viz :  "An  act  supplemental  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein  men- 
tioned"An  act  to  provide  for  the  due  execution 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  Missouri;"  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  ^titled 
*An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,'  passed  the  2d  of  March,  1799 ;"  and  "An 
act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  'An  act  filing 
the  compensations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  their  offices,  and  the  Libiar 
nan approved  the  18th  of  April,  1818 in  which 
amendments  and  bilb  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
kin,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
^wjpablic  buildings,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to' 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  r^ulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  2d 
day  of  Marchj  1799,  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  amoidmait  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  of  last  session  laying  an  extra  ton- 
nage duty,  was  taken  up.  [This  amendment  gives 
«  power  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
snqiend  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
OB  a  satis&etcHT  arrai^meut  being  made,  during 
the  recess,  by  the  President.] 

Mt.  Nblson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  oat  Uw  word  "  dominions," 
whece it  occurs  (as  applicable  to  the  United  Sutes,) 


and  inserting  "  territories,"  the  fwmer  being  an 
expression  unusual  in  our  laws.  Mr.  Nbwtoii 
said  he  should  not  quarrel  about  words.  The 
motion  was  rejected,  though  not  by  a  large  nui- 
jority — ^but  a  different  amendment,  having  the 
same  effect,  was  made. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  then  agreed 
to,  without  opposition. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  giving  further  time 
fat  tiding  the  third  census  was  read  twie^  aad 
afterwards  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  IhII  from  the  Senate  for  authorizing  there- 
conveyance  <^a  tnct  of  land  to  the  State  of  New 
York,  gave  rise  to  considerable  omxwiticHi,  and  ms 
supported  by  Mr.  Meios,  Mr.  Woon,  and  others. 
Mr.  Wabfielo  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely. 
But  a  motion  of  Mr-  Coceb,  to  lay  the  bill  m  the 
table,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Whitehead 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Sraatej  concerning  the  road 
now  laying  out  from  Wheeling  to  the  Mississippi, 
was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  a  hostility  to  the  farther  prose- 
cution of  this  road,  moved  to  reject  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  opposed  w  Mr.  Clay,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Habdim.  On  motion  m  Mr. 
Bhush,  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table — ^yeas  69,  nays  49. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ]^vide  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  State  of  Missouri,  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time.  The  bill  was  referred  to  a  Committea  of 
the  Whole? 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  revive  ind  continue 
in  force  the  act  fixing  the  compensatioo  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  Uie 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  clerks  in  said 
offices,andof  the  librarian,  was  twice  read,  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  finally  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  oc- 
cupation of  Florida  and  for  the  estaUishnMnt  of  a 
temporary  government  therein,  was  twiee  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  the  Whole  an 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  dispose  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
Northumberland,  late  the  pn^>erty  of  Presley 
Thornton,  was  read  a  third  time  ana  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  annual 
post  road  bill  were  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  "An  act  authoriziBg 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  establish  s 
port  of  entry  in  the  district  of  Sandusky^  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes;"  ''An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  flavy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1821 ;"  and  "An 
act  to  auth«ize  the  building  of  lighthoases  on 
Cross  and  Pcmd  islands,  in  the  harmr  of  Booth- 
bay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Qswmo  rirer;  and 
l^ing  buoys  oa  the  shoals  of  Naninekei  and 
Vmcvard  S(Kind,aBar  the  harbor  o^Wickfnd,  and 
on  tne  Altamdm  riTcr,  and  for  other  porpmea," 
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with  amendmenls ;  in  wtiieh  amendments  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Hoose. 

Ordtred,  That  the  btlt  making  appropriations  for 
the  MUitarjr  EstabUsfament  of  the  United  States 
for  tbernr  18^,  be  eemmitted  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whble  on  the  state  of  the  Udiod. 

The  Spbaksr  laid  before  the  Hotuea  letter  fl«m 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treantry,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  the  payments  to  inspectors,  weighs 
gangers,  meamrets,  and  markers,  employed  by  the 
eolleetors  of  the  enslomt  in  the  years  1816, 1817, 
1S18, 1819,  and  1^,  so  far  as  the  returns  have 
been  reeeired ;  whi^^  letter  and  statement  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

PENSION  LAW. 
Mr.  MAua.RT, after  adrcrting  tea  late  decision 
<^  the  Attorney  Geneml  under  tlw  pension  law, 
oflerrd  the  foUowiog  joint  lesolviion  wt  crasidn- 
ation: 

Ratalwei,  by  the  Smait  and  Hmue  of  Bepretmtm- 
tivca  of  the  United  Stata  of  Anuriea  in  Comgrtu 
tutemlled,  Tbtt  the  SeoraUry  of  War  be,  and  he  hera- 
bj  is*  aalhoriMd  to  rMtore  to  the  ptnnon  Uat  any  per- 
■on  -who  maj  have  been,  or  thall  be,  atricken  from  the 
penaion  liat,  on  the  aTidenca  of  auch  panoa'a  ached ula, 
•greeaUv  to  the  act  of  the  1st  of  Maj,  IBSO.  In  addi> 
tion  to  the  penaioo  law  of  1818,  whenever  the  Secre- 
tary of  Warahall  be  satiafiad,  by  other  or  additional 
evidence,  that  mdx  person  ia  in  auch  redaeed  cfream- 
Btanoes  la  to  eeme  wHUn  the  provUona  of  the  albre* 
said  eels. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  this  reso- 
lution, and  the  resolution  being  put  on  its  Bccond 
reading,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  McLean  ;  and 
the  question  then,  according  to  the  rule  of  the 
HoDse,  was  on  the  rejection  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WiixiAHB,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  ground 
that  there  Would  not  be  time  to  act  on  the  resolu- 
tion at  the  present  session,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  carried,  S3  to  47. 

HEVBNUE  AND  KXFENBITD1US8. 

The  Houae  then  proceeded  to  consideruion 
of  die  foUowisff  mrfntion,  vhiofa  wrs  festerdny 
sabmftted  by  Mt.  Littlb  : 

Suotted,  That  the  Pnsident  of  the  United  States 
be  raquetted  to  lay  befcn  this  Hooaa,  at  the  neit  aea- 
■ion  of  Congren,  a  ayaten  of  rereone  that  shall  meet 
all  the  vxpanaea  of  th«  Government,  wi^at  Uio  aid 
of  loans,  and  sagteat  aneh  reduetiona,  whleh,  in  bia 
opinkni,  are  leiat  prrindleid  to  the  pubUe  intereat,  aa 
will  bring  the  scrpenatBHa  wilUn  the  aetnal  reosipu 
of  the  Traeeory. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
nsolttttm  which  relates  to  a  system  of  revoiue ; 
btU,  after  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Littlb 
agninsi  it,  the  motion  was  negatived'-aTes  39. 

Mr.  TsoKlR,  of  TirciiriR,  said  that  he  should 
vote  against  the  rescdntion.  The  Hcmse,  he  said, 
WW  gettug  too  much  into  a  habCt  of  devolving  its 
MOper  bounesi  en  the  Heads  of  Departments. 

subject  of  this  resolution  was  properly  within 
the  scope  ^  the  dudes  of  the  House,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  transfer  it  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Conn  said,  thatexperiencesnffieientlyproved 
thM  there  was  no  great  dispoution  on  the  part  of 


the  executive  officers  to  retrench  expenditures,  and 
that  ereiy  thinjz  of  that  sort  that  is  done  is  forced 
upon  them  by  CongreKs.  The  better  opinion,  too, 
now  appeared  to  be,  that  the  present  revenue  would 
be  foQiid  sufficient,  if  a  proper  economy  was  in- 
fhsed  iitto  the  ncpendituteof  it  If  this  resolution 
were  to  pass,  the  House  might  rely  upon  i^  that 
the  suggestions  received  would  be,  in  substance^ 
that  no  retrenchment  can  be  made  in  the  puUio 
expenditures,  consistent  with  the  public  interesL 

Mr.  Foot  expressed  himself  decidedly  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  res(^ution.  He  was  not  for  this  House 
giving  bond  for  the  performance  of  its  duty,  nor 
requiring  of  other  public  officers  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CocKi  objected  to  the  resolution,  because 
it  was  calling  on  the  President  to  do  what  he  is 
already  constitutionally  bound  to  do,  that  is,  to 
nre  sQch  information  as  he  may  deem  expedient, 
&c.  This  House  ou^t  not  to  toudi  the  subject 
in  this  manner,  havmg  their  oWn  duty  to  dis- 
charge. 

Mr.  EvsTiB  Was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  be- 
cause it  calls  on  the  Executive  to  do  what  is  pe- 
culiarlT  the  duty  of  riris  House. 

Mr.  'F.  JoRMBOH,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  thought 
it  would  be  as  well  not  to  act  on  the  resolution  at 
^1.  He  thctefore  mored  to  lay  it  on  the  table^ 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uniou, 
on  the  military  appropriation  bill. 

[The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  Wfi« 
referred  ttie  bill  making  awMopriaiions  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1821,  having  risen  last  night  for  the  Wittt  at  m 
quorum,  ana  reported  the  fact  to  the  House,  a 
question  arose  this  morning  wfaMhw  the  bill  wma 
in  Committee  or  in  the  House. 

The  SraAUR  decided  that  the  hill  was  in  the 
House,  and  that  the  Committee,  having  risen  fttr 
defect  of  a  quorum,  could  make  no  other  report 
thnn  to  itti<Hm  the  House  of  the  fact ;  whereby 
the  Committee  was  dissolved.*  Whereupon,  en 
motion  of  Mr.  Smitu,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  nw 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  tm  th« 
state  of  the  Union,  and  the  House  proceeded,  ia 
that  Committee.] 

And  the  queimon  aMin  pieseotinff  ittelf  on  the 
amount  to  be  appronruited  for  fortifications  for  ^ 
eurrent  year ;  and  the  question  being  on  filline  thi» 
blank,  as  proposed  bv  Mr.  Newton,  with  three 
Imndred  thousand  dollars,  the  ddiate,  which  o»- 
cniried  80  much  time  last  ni|^t,  was  resumed  j  and 
the  tavgettamoont  nropoaed  was  warmlj  sui^orted 
by  iSx.  NiWTOM,  Mr.  Botlrr,  of  LotHaiana,  uid 
Mr.  F.  JoBMBOK,  of  Kentucky,  and  was  opiposed 


*  See  Jefferaon'a  Manual,  page  40.  "lliisqooriai 
(Uiat  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,)  is  the  same  as 
disX  of  the  Bense,  and  if  a  defect  happens,  the  Chaltw 
man,  on  ■  motion  and  question,  rises,  the  Speaker 
mameiUie  chair,  and  the  Cbifanan  eanm^e  no  other 
report  than  to  inform  the  Hooae  of  the  muse  of  tteir 
«ssolution."  It  Matt.  lU. 
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Sthe  Chaimutt  of  the  Committee  of  Wars  and 
eans.  The  largest  amount  was  at  leDgth  neg- 
atired,  and  the  amount  of  9170,000,  as  proposed 
by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  -that  he 
understood  one  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 

S'nia.  in  making  the  motion  he  had,  was  to  ena- 
e  toe  Secretuy  of  War  to  carry  on  and  com- 
plete the  fortifications  at  Mobile  bay,  which  he 
esteemed  essential  to  the  best  interests  of  the  West- 
ern country ;  that  he  had,  upon  all  occasions,  from 
principle,  manifested  an  aversion  to  a  profuse  and 
unnecessary  expenditure  of  public  money :  that  he 
coald  not  consider  the  subject  embracea  by  the 
motion  as  of  that  character ;  that,  upon  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  he  should  hare  remained  silent,  had 
not  M  strong  a  disposition  been  manifested  yester- 
day and  to  daj,  by  the  Committee,  to  abandon 
tiiQm  fortifieatuuu,  notwithstanding  the  expendi- 
tures alreadjr  made  there.  He  considaed  the  for- 
tification 01  Mobile  bay  as  important,  and  neces- 
sary to  the  seenrity  oi  the  outlet  of  the  Missis- 
■ippi;  and  upon  erery  thing  which  tended  to 
wnkeo  or  strengthen  the  security  of  the  free  c(hu- 
merce  of  that  great  river,  he  coiud  but  fed  a  deep 
interest.  The  present  bill  proposes  to  appropriate 
$172,000  for  carrying  on  fortifications  at  Fort 
Delaware,  Fort  Washington,  Fort  Monroe,  Fort 
Calhoun,  and  the  Rigoletts ;  but  not  one  cent  for 
Mobile  bay.  Such  seems  to  be  the  policy  which 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  reported 
the  bill,  would  dictate. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  J.  said  he 
would  ask  the  patience  of  the  Committee  to  bear 
with  him  till  he  should  make  a  few  remarks.  He 
said  he  should  not  inquire  now  into  the  policy  of 
fortificatioiu ;  the  necessity  of  them  had  long 
•inee  been  demonstrated,  and  the  system  had  been 
pursued,  until  almost  every  other  part  of  the  Union 
was  secured,  and  he  could  see  no  good  reason  for 
abandoning  those  at  Mobile.  Why,  he  would  ask, 
was  every  other  part  of  the  nation  to  be  secured 
by  fortifications,  except  the  Oulf  of  Mexico  1  For 
his  part,  he  conceived  that  the  Executive  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  attending  to  that  quarter, 
had  done  nothing  more  than  their  duty,  and  shown  . 
a  just  r^rd  to  the  interest  of  the  West;  and  he 
should,  he  conceived^  nothing  more  than  justice 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  he  was  the 
first  officer  of  the  Government,  who,  by  efficient 
measures,  had  paid  that  just  nunrd  due  to  the 
great  and  vital  interest  of  the  Western  States. 
Until  his  time,  he  would  inquire,  what  had  beoi 
done  there,  while  liHtificationi  were  rising  in  al- 
most evoy  other  direction  1  The  fortifications  at 
Dauphin  Island  were  progression  more  taindly 
than  that  at  Mobile  Point.  Both  are  going  on ; 
but  they  are  to  be  abandoned— and  why  ?  ft  was 
said  by  some  gentlemen  that  the  contracts  have 
not  been  complied  with,  and  they  apprehend  one 
of  the  contractors  would  fail.  Was  that,  he  said, 
any  reason,  were  it  so,  for  abandoning  the  work  1 
But  it  was  not  the  fact:  for  the  time  m  which  the 
works  were  to  be  completed  had  not  arrived :  the 
failure  had  not  yet  taken  place,  and  may  not ;  and 
if  the  contemiuted  failure  does  happen,  he  said 


March,  ISSl. 


he  was  informed,  from  nndoubted  uithority,  that 
the  uDdertako'  had  given  the  most  ample  security 
for  bis  performance.  But  if.  he  said,  we  refuse  to 
make  appropriations  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of 
the  Government,  the  breach  may  be  somewhere 
else  than  on  the  part  of  the  undertaker;  and  then 
was  no  danger,  while  there  was  a  ivospect  of  fail- 
ure, that  any  money  that  shall  be* appropriated 
would  go  into  the  hands  of  the  contractor. 

It  is  said,  moreover,  by  some  gentlemen,  that 
money  has  been  appropriated,  year  after  year,  for 
fortifications,  and  ihey  don't  know  how  it  has  been 
expended.  The  reason  whv  gentlemen  don't  know, 
said  Mr.  J.,  is  because  tney  have  not  taken  the 
troulde  to  inquire  and  infimn  themsdves.  Not  a 
dollar,  he  presumed,  had  been  expended  upon  these 
fortifications,  but  what  a  particular  and  detailed 
account  of  it  mijght  be  seen:  and  because  gentle- 
xaea  will  not  inlwm  themselres,  they  dw't  Know, 
and  make  that  another  aigummt  against  oom- 
tUiAuv  those  fortifications.  No,  Mr.  Chairman, 
ne  saio,  we  ought  to  inform  onrselres  upon  all 
these  points,  and  as  to  the  necessity  and  utility  of 
every  propwed  fortification ;  and  not,  by  anti- 
cipated failures  in  contracts,  and  the  want  of 
knowledge,  which  a  little  labn  might  sui^y,  to 
seek  an  apology  for  abandoning  important  and 
necessary  measures. 

Again,  said  Mr.  J.,  gentlemen  seem  to  deny  the 
necessity  and  utility  of  fortifying  Mobile  bay,  and 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  refused 
to  report  any  thing  for  that  purpose ;  but  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  committee  had  been  good 
enough  to  admit  the  necessity  of  prolectios  that 
bay  by  fortification,  but  protests  most  roundly  that 
be  would  as  soon  Iniilt  a  fort  on  the  Alleghany 
mountain,  as  on  Dauphin  island,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  that  bay,  ana  says,  Monle  Point  is  the 
only  place  where  there  ought  to  be  a  fortification, 
and  tnoe  he  admits  it  is  necessary.  And  if  that 
point  was  necessary  to  be  fortified,  why  leave  it 
out  of  the  bill  1  The  honorable  goideman  tdls 
us  he  was  vrilling  himself  to  have  included  Mo- 
bile Point,  but  the  rest  of  the  committee  oi^>osed 
it.  But,  to  fortify  Dauphin  island,  it  is  alleged  ii 
is  altc^ther  unnecessary:  and  why?  Bwause 
gentlemen  say  that  the  channel  into  the  bay  by 
Dauphin  island  affords  only  nine  or  ten  feet  water, 
and  therefore  no  vessd  of  war  of  any  size  can  pass 
it  into,  the  bay^d  the  only  channel  they  can  pass 
is  by  Mobile  Point.  It  is  true  the  channd  by 
Dauphin  idand  is  not  mne  than  nine  or  ten  feet, 
and  that  large  vessds  of  war  cannot  inas  through 
it;  but  it  is  also  true  that  between  this  island  and 
PeliCBn  island,  which  lies  to  the  South,  there  is  a 
most  excellent  and  safe  anchorage  for  lanre  shipi^ 
which  would  be  commanded  by  a  fort  on  Danpun 
island,  and  the  conclusions  which  are  drawn  nom 
the  facts  stated  by  gentlemra^  that  it  is  uuieeet- 
sary  to  fortify  on  Dauphin  island,  by  no  meant 
follow,  when  its  peculiar  and  important  posiuon 
is  ascertained.  For  his  own  part,  said  Mr.  J.,  be 
was  disposed  to  hearken  to  what  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers had  reported  upon  the  subject,  at  whose 
Head  was  General  Bernard,  a  most  distingoiihed 
and  aUe  engineer,  who  had  surveyed,  aiMaUy 
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surveyed,  Mobile  bay  and  our  coast  on  the  Oalf 
of  Mexico^  had  actually  sounded  the  passes  by 
Mobile  Point  and  Dauphin  island,  and  all  about 
them,  and  bad  ascertained  the  conditioD  and  posi- 
tion of  Point  Mobile  and  Dauphin  island,  and 
their  importance,  as  well  in  regard  to  Mobile  bay 
itself,  as  in  relation  to  the  aojacent  coasts  and 
country,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  generally ;  and 
they  had,  in  his  opinion,  taken  a  just  and  proper 
riew  of  the  suiuect  in  all  its  bearing.  They  tell 
us,  continued  Mr.  J.,  first,  what  is  evident  to  every 
reflecting  maO}  that,  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances under  which  that  country  labors,  (Louis- 
iana and  Alabama,)  in  its  popaiaiion,  its  Indian 
neighbors,  its  natural  position,  and  Its  connexions, 
that  it  becomes  all  important  (beside  the  regard  to 
the  safety  of  Mobile  bay)  to  protect  all  the  indi- 
rect, as  well  as  the  direct,  approaches  to  New  Or- 
leans ;  to  fortify  every  harbor  on  onr  side  the  Gulf, 
which  might  be  important  to  an  enemy,on  account 
of  the  excellencies  of  its  anchorage,  or  as  a  safe 
place  of  arms  to  operate  from  against  any  part  of 
the  frontier.  To  these  propositions,  he  said,  we 
must  all  assent,  as  this  plan,  if  carried  into  execa- 
tion,  would  "  compel  an  enemy  to  carry  these 
frontier  works  or  fortified  harbors,  as  a  prelimi- 
nary to  any  military  designs  against  the  country 
and,  if  an  invasion  should  be  attempted,  without 
carrying  such  works,  the  enemy  would  hare  to 
resort  to  insecure  anchorage  jgrounds  near  the  sea 
islands,  and  of  effecting  landings  in  boats  on  some 
intermediate  points  on  the  seashore,  unprotected 
bf  their  ships  of  war— an  enterprise  too  hazardous 
to  be  attempted  without  subjecting  them  to  the 
worst  results.  It  would  seem,  said  Mr.  J.,  then 
only  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  Mobile  bay  be 
apoint  of  importance;  whether  it  can  be  defended, 
and  how  it  can  be  defended.  In  the  fintt  place, 
then,  said  he.  Mobile  bay  is  the  principal  harbor 
which  belonged  to  the  United  States,  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  previous  to  the  late  cession  of  the 
Floridas,  and  it  has  not  diminished  in  its  impor- 
tance by  that  event.  It  is  a  large  and  spacious 
harbor,  sufficient  to  contain  a  fleet  of  any  size  or 
magnitude,  that  could  pass  the  bar  at  its  mouth,  of 
seventeen  or  eighteen  feet  water.  He  said,  inde- 
pendent of  the  necessity  of  its  defence  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Alabama,  and  the  comnmcial  depots  of 
BLakdey  and  Mobile,  it  was  impwtantthatit  should 
not  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  enany,  becaoM  it 
vonld  afiiml  him  a  safe  anchorage  end  secure 
harbor  for  transports,  a  secure  place  of  arms  to 
operate  from  on  the  inhabitants  of  Tombigbee 
and  Alabama,  and  to  create  a  diversion  in  a  di- 
rect or  indirect  attack  on  Orleans,  and  to  harass 
the  whole  frontier,  and  moiace  and  annoy  Pen- 
•acola. 

The  engineers  concur  in  opinion  that  Mobile 
bay  can  only  be  defended  from  Mobile  Point  and 
Dauphin  island ;  that  the  distance  between  these 
two  points  exceeds  three  miles;  that  there  are 
only  two  channels  in  that  place  offering  any  facil- 
ities to  vessels  of  magnitude  attempting  to  enter 
the  bay ;  that  the  east  or  main  channel  apjvoacbes 
Mobile  Point,  and  ^e  west  channel,  admitting  of 
nine  oz  ten  feet  water,  within  eleven  or  twure 
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hundred  yards  of  Dauphin  island.  The  space  be- 
tween these  two  channels,  from  actual  sounding, 
is  found  to  be  a  sand  bank,  admitting  of  irr^ular 
soundings  of  three,  four,  five,  and  six  feet  water, 
and  changeable  by  every  gale  of  wind  agitating 
the  ocean ;  that  there  is  no  communication  between 
the  channels,  and  no  one  position,  it  is  expressly 
stated,  can  be  selected  to  command  both ;  that  the 
east  or  main  channel  can  be  defended  from  Mobile 
Point  alone,  and  the  west  from  Dauphin  island. 
Tbe  occupancy  of  one  of  these  points  alone  can- 
not^ thereiore,  insure  the  ottject  for  which  fbrUfi- 
cations  at  that  place  woold  be  necessary,  and  hence 
it  is  found  necessary  to  command  Inth  of  these 
points,  or  to  abandon  the  defaue  of  Mobile  bay. 
And  are  Congress  prepared  to  abandon  the  de- 
fence  of  Mobile  bay  i  Surdy  gentlemen  from  the 
West  are  not  nor  should  he  suppose  the  nation 
was.  It  was,  he  though^  obvious  that  the  def«ice 
of  Mobile  bay  was  essential  to  the  security  of  New 
Orleans  in  another  point  of  view ;  that  it  was  so 
to  secure  the  communication  between  New  Or- 
leans and  Mobile  bay,  by  Lake  Ponchartrain  and 
the  lesser  lakes,  comprised  between  the  main  land 
and  the  chain  of  islands  bounded  by  Cat  island  to 
tbe  west,  and  Dauphin  island  to  the  east. 

Another  specific  object,  he  said,  to  be  obtained 
in  fortifying  Dauphin  island,  was  to  command  the 
western  channel,  to  {nrevent  vessels  ftoni  penetra- 
ting into  the  bay,  which  might  be  constructed  for 
that  purpose,  to  carry  ten  or  tiMre  guns,  and  to 
draw  only  eight  or  nine  feet  of  water,  WW)  would 
be  capable  of  annoying  the  whole  adjacent  coun- 
try, and  conveying  transports  for  interior  opera- 
tions— and  is  it  of  no  importance  to  check  these 
sort  of  operations?  But,  another  objec^  not  less 
important  to  be  attained  by  tbe  fortification  there, 
was  to  deprive  an  enemy  of  the  excellent  anchor- 

X between  Pelican  island  and  Dauphin  island, 
ch  would  be  completely  commanded  by  its 
guns,  and  secure  it  to  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States.  Leave  Dauphin  island  unfortified,  faesaid, 
and  you  leave  it  and  the  anchorage  between  that 
and  Pelican  island  subject  to  the  possession  of  an 
enemy,  and  what  would  be  the  consequence?  It 
would  afford  him  a  secure  place  of  arms,  a  safe  an- 
chorage, a  rallying  point,  from  which  he  might 
sally  mrth,  and  r^um  at  pleasure  from  inenrsitms 
ajgamat  New  Orieans  or  any  othtst  part  of  tbe  fron- 
tier, and  certain  it  was  it  would  afford  great  facility 
for  bloekading  the  bay  and  poietrating  tbe  western 
channel,  and  even  of  annoying  Pensacota.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  J.,  let  me  but  state  what  the  justly  cele- 
turated  engineer  General  Bernard  has  reported  in 
relation  to  tliis  pomt  and  Pensacola :  He  seys^ "  if, 
'  in  consequence  of  the  acquisition  of  the  Flondas, 
'  Pensacola  becomes  a  naval  depot  and  a  harbor  of 
'  rendezvous  (for  the  American  Navy^)  Mobile  bay 
'  would  be  a  most  favorable  place  of  arms  for  an 
*  enemy  to  operate  from  thence  upon  the  naval 
'  estabUshment  at  Pensacola;"  and  this,  he  said, 
was  no  guess  work  of  General  Bernard's ;  it  was 
from  examination  and  observations  made  upon  the 
ground,  and  his  judgment  in  these  matters  no  one 
will  (Luestioik.  So  that  we  find  that,  instead  of  the 
acquisition  of  Pensacola  makiug  it  unnecessary  to 
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fwdfy  Mobile  bay,  as  has  saeaed  to  be  diongbt  bf 
some,  the  acquiutioo  of  Pensacda,  and  the  estao- 
Usbmentofa  naral  depot  there,  forms  an  ftdditinwl 
reason  for  continuing  the  fortifications  at  Mobile 

^here  was  another  reason,  Mr.  J.  said,  wbich 
should  induce  us  now  to  be  more  attentire  to  the 
security  of  Mobile  bay ;  that,  by  the  same  treaty 
by  wtiich  we  had  acquired  Fensacola,  we  had  sur- 
rendered the  Texas  country,  aod  thereby  deprived 
ourselves  of  all  protection  to  New  Orleans  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Mistiissippi  from  the  harbors  and 
shores  to  the  west  of  it.  And  surely,  said  he,  we 
are  not  prepared  to  leave  the  east,  subject  to  the 
insult  and  eDcroacbmeot  of  an  enemy.  It  was 
hazarding  too  much ;  it  was  leavinff  New  Orleans 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  substantially  without  de- 
foic^  and  in  a  situation  too  precarious  and  uncer- 
tain for  its  ^reat  importance  to  the  Western  coun- 
try. He  said  it  was  annecessary  for  htm  to  say 
any  thing  as  to  the  impMtance  of  New  Orleans 
and  the  perraanent  security  of  the  free  oudet  of  the 
HiasiBBippi;  that  it  was  a  subject  upon  which 
every  intelligent  man  in  the  nation  was  well  in- 
formed, aod  he  could  bat  be  surprised  to  see  gen- 
tlemen from  the  West  oppoeii^  the  measure. 

It  is  true,  he  said,  that  the  country  is  in  a  de- 
pressed state ;  that  our  revenue  does  not  promise 
us  an  excess  in  the  Treasury ;  but  it  is  equally 
true  that,  for  years,  8800,000  has  annually  been 
appropriated  for  fortifications;  that  all  our  sea- 
snores  and  harbors,  except  those  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  are  nearly  secured ;  and  now  the  commit- 
tee has  reported  $172,000  ^incipally  for  the  com- 
pletion of  those  objects,  and  an  additional  hundred 
IS  asked  by  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, iKinclpaUr  to  favor  the  eomidetion  of  the 
defimee  of  MoUie  bay  and  N«w  Orteans.  and  it  is 
objected  to.  If  gentlemeO)  he  said,  would  abandon 
other  fortifications,  there  would  be  some  apology 
for  abandoaiag  these ;  but  as  fortifications  are  to 
go  on,  and  kave  gone  on,  he  said,  he  could  s6e  no 
reaaoB  or  justice  ta  dettyiog  aa  equal  partieipatioD 
to  the  people  of  the  West,  in  the  benefits  to  oe  de- 
rired  from  fortifications.  Some  geotlemeo,  he 
said,  could  vote  witbont  sarople  for  the  appropria- 
tion of  upwards  of  9^00,000,  in  these  hard  times, 
to  cover  in  the  centre  building  of  the  Cafritol ;  but 
to  vote  the  same  sum  fortbeproteetionoi  thecofh- 
merce  of  the  West,  aod  the  security  of  the  peojde 
bordering  on  the  coast  of  the  Qulf,  they  would  not 
do  that — ^the  time:!  are  too  hard,  the  work  is  uune- 
eesMry.  But  times  are  not  too  hard  to  build  an 
■Mition  to  a  Camlid  that  is  not  neeeasary,  but-for 
diow  and  n^endw. 

Sir,  aaid  be,  it  wonM  seem,  from  the  arguments 
of  soiM  gcntfomen,  t\mt  dw  BxeeoUve  and  War 
Departments  akne  were  interested  in  these  great 
works  of  defence ;  for  they  seem  to  imjrfy  that 
these  works  are  to  be  carried  on  merriy  to  giaiify 
the  desires  of  the  ExecMive  and  Secietery  of  War. 
What  interest  have  they  in  the  defences  of  ike 
country  more  than  we  ooght  to  have,  or  more  than 
any  other  friend  to  the  nation  has?  They  can 
have  no  other  interest  than  the  security  ajrainst 
invasion  of  this  coontry,  which  is  dear  to  aU,  and 


the  protection  of  its  eommerce.  The  greater  the 
anxiety  they  shall  manifest  to  the  permanent  peace 
and  security  of  the  coontrr,  the  greater  praise  is 
due  them ;  the  ereato-  eonfldence  wit!  thcf  d^re: 
it  is  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  ^reat  trust  reposed 
in  them.  It  is  a  laudable  desire  to  defend  onr 
eommott  country,  the  blessings  and  pioteeti<m  o£ 
which  we  all  in  common  enjoy.  He  nid  he  shonld 
not,  that  he  knew  of,  himKlr  have  proposed  any 
thing  toward  fortifications  this  session,  more  than 
was  indispensable  for  the  preservation  of  those 
erected  and  erecting;  but  he  did  not  like  to  see  the 
cop  pass  by  without  sharing  a  littleof  its  contents. 
And,  after  again  urging  the  propriety  and  neces- 
sity of  continuing  those  fortificauons,  and* speaking 
of  the  great  waste  of  public  money  heretofore  ex- 
pended upon  fortifications  injudiciously  situated, 
before  the  nation  had  employed  eompetfent  engi- 
neers to  survey  the  seaports  and  harbors,  and  to 
fix  on  the  proper  j^ees  of  defence  he  condnded 
by  declaring  himaelf  in  ftvor  of  the  amendment 
proposed. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Lowiiana,then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting  an  appropriation  of  (40,000 
specially  for  Mobile  Point 

On  tryins  this  question,  as  on  several  others 
during  the  day's  sitting,  there  was  uot  a  quorum 
present.  But,  a  quorum  beingat  length  assembled, 
the  vote  was  58  to  35  against  it. 

A  motion  was  also  made,  with  no  better  success, 
to  make  a  special  approi«iation  for  fortifieatioaB 
at  Dauphin  Island. 

A  great  dealof  other  debate  took  tdaeeon  various 
amendments  proposed  to  the  bill,  the  cdflsidnatioii 
of  which  occupied  the  Honse^  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  until  a  late  hour. 

Among  Uie  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill, 
was  an  appropriation  of  $40,000  to  pay  amus  of 
the  cost  of  the  erection  of  an  arsenal  at  Augusta, 
in  Georgia.  This  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mallart 
and  Mr.  CoxpEnSB,  on  the  ground  thht  die  ez> 
penditure  was  unauthorized  by  law;  and  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Rem,  Mr.  CtnrnB&trr,  and  lAr. 
SnviKtifS,  on  the  ground  that  indrviduals  ought 
not  to  suffer  from  their  having  complied  with  con- 
tracts which  they  had  made  with  the  Ghmmment. 
Mt.  FLorn  also  spoke  on  the  subject.  The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to — yeas  48,  nays  45. 

Mr.  SmKiiTs  was  understood  to  sa^  that  he 
ithouM  not  have  raised  his  voice  on  this  subject, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  extraordhmry  turn  of  the 
debate;  but,  foeling  only  the  interest  Whic^  all 
Amerreau  citinns  shontd  feel,  he  shodd  hare  left 
this  approjHiatiOtt  bill  to  share  the  Atte  deatiaed 
for  most  measnres  by  the  spirit  arid't^aper  pn- 
dominnt  in  this  Hotise.  Bnt,  sir,  said  he,  as  dis- 
trust and  all^ations  of  fraud  against  pnUie  offi- 
cers and  public  contractors  are  not  only  the  otder 
of  this  debate,  but  the  order  of  the  day,  he  oooU 
not  sit  still  and  hear  those  charges  made,  wltbuQt 
rmelling  them  in  the  most  pointed  and  tntequiro- 
cu  manner.  Sir,  he  continued,  on  what  gnrandt. 
and  on  What  evidence,  are  these  charges  madel 
They  are  supported  by  not  a  single  vestige  at 
truth.  What  bead  of  department  dbs  refosed  to 
furnish  the  most  ample  lAformaticHi?  Had  the 
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House  called,  in  a  single  instance,  on  the  head  of 
that  department  chained  with  the  disbursement  of 
the  intended  appropriation,  and  has  he  refused 
fully  and  amply  to  answer  such  call  1  Let  an  in- 
stance be  pointed  out.  But  contractors  are  charged 
with  fraud  and  wilful  dishonestv  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  contracts.  No  cnarges  are  easier 
made ;  but,  sir,  the  merest  reptile  that  crawls  on 
the  earth  should  be  shielded  from  criminal  impu- 
tation till  eridencecanbe  produced  for  such  cbat^. 
This  House  presents  now,  as  it  has  for  some  time 
back  inesented,  the  extratnrdinary  spectacle  of  a 
tribunal  for  criminal  accusations ;  and  still  more 
extraordinarjr  is  it  that  these  accusations  are  made 
upon  publid  rumor,  hearsay,  and  out-of-door  acca- 
sation,  and,  when  proof  is  demanded,  (which  he 
now  demanded.)  nothbg  tangible  exists ! 

Sir,  ernyarenue  and  subject  of  l^islation  here 
seem  to  be  bottomed  on  suspicion  and  distrust. 
In  this  spirit  the  gentleman  irom  Vermont,  (Mr. 
Mallart,)  and  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  WtL- 
LiAHS,)  say  that  no  account  has  been  given  of  the 
money  appropriated  for  fortifications.  Have  they 
asked  information  on  this  point?  And,  if  they 
have,  let  them  show  when  and  where  it  has  been 
refused  7  Sir,  your  public  officers  must  have  your 
confidence  to  a  certain  extent,  otherwise  the  Gov- 
ernment stops ;  but,  if  any  member  will  or  can 
show  that  all  matters  of  contract,  in  every  part  of 
ibh  vast  continent,  cannot  be  rally  shown  and 
faithfully  accounted  for  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
then  he  would  join  in  the  present  unjust  cry  of 
accusation.  To  cast  a  prejudice,  however,  agamst 
the  ^nting  the  appropriation  in  this  instance,  it 
is  said  that  a  gentleman,  (not  here  to  defend  him- 
self,) a  clerk  m  the  War  Department,  was  inter- 
ested in  a  contract  to  build  the  fortification  at  the 
Rip  Raps.  He  was,  he  said,  one  of  a  committee, 
at  the  last  session,  for  the  investigation  of  these 
rery  contracts,  (together  with  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Cocke,  and  one  from  New  York, 
Mr.  Storks,  which  last  took  notes  on  the  exami- 

-  nation  at  length,  and  who  he  was  sorry  not  to  see 
in  his  place;)  he  should  state  the  facts,  as  far  as 
he  could  remember  them.  Sir,  it  appeared  that 
this  aentleman  was  once  int^ested  in  the  contract ; 
but  otB  did  not  become  so  till  nine  months  ai^er  the 
contract  was  entered  into,  and  at  the  very  time 
when  the  contract  was  thouffht  to  be  a  bad  one ; 

■  for  stone  of  a  particnlar  kind^  much  nearer  the 
fortification,  was  refused  or  rejected,  and  the  un- 
dertaker had  to  get  it  at  perhaps  twice  the  dis- 
tance. Immediately,  however,  after  the  rising  of 
the  last  session,  this  gentleman,  (the  chief  clerk,) 

-  supposing  that  he  would  be  subjected  to  further 
accusation,  as  be  had  already  been  to  flagrant  mis- 
representation, entirely  discharged  himself,  by  con- 
sent of  all  parties,  from  this  famous  contract. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Tracv, 
of  the  "  Ways  and  Means,")  has  said  that  the  fort 
at  Mobile  Point  was  disproportioned  in  size  to  the 
good  to  be  produced  by  it.  Sir,  said  he,  it  is  ad- 
mitted that,  shallow  as  the  water  is  at  that  point, 
it  is  deep  enough  for  vessels  of  eighteen  feet ;  and, 
although  these  are  not  of  the  latest  size,  yet  the 
numba  may  be  multifdied  j  and,  so  far  from  two 
16th  Co!t.  3d  Seas.— 41 
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little  towns  only  to  be  protected,  as  stated  by  the 
member  from  Greorgia,  (Mr.  Cobb,)  this  river 
waters,  and  these  ^rts  would  protect,  the  im- 
mensely rich  country  up  the  Alabama,  and  is 
nearljr  connected  with  the  lake  leading  to  that 
most  important  point— New  Orleans.  These  forts, 
with  the  important  ones  on  the  Chesapeake,  are 
pronounced  by  gentlemen  to  be  wormtess,  and 
that  their  progress  ought  to  be  instantly  stopped. 
After  the  surveys,  most  diligently  and  skiuully 
made,  by  some  of  the  first  engineers  in  the  world, 
acquiring  their  professions  by  years  of  the  most 
diligent  and  profound  study,  who  have  disinter- 
est^Iy  fixed  the  sites  of  these  forts,  he  wotild  as 
soon  go  into  the  Supreme  Court,  without  ever 
having  studied  law,  and  pronounce  a  legal  opin- 
ion, as  to  pronounce  in  this  House,  without  any 

firofesnonal  skill,  that  these  fortifications  are  worth- 
ess. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Tracv) 
says  be  conceives  the  estimates  of  money  for  the 
Rip  Raps  are  not  at  all  to  be  relied  on,  because  a 
vei^  large  sum  (perhaps  upwards  of  $400,000  out 
of  an  estimate  oi  near  a  million)  was  given,  or 
contracted  to  be  given,  for  stone  alone.  Sir,  this 
is  by  no  means  wonderful,  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  whole  of  the  fortification,  from  the  depth 
of  the  water,  is  to  be  raised  by  stone;  that,  in  fact, 
stone  is  the  principal,  and  aunost  the  only,  mate- 
rial of  the  work. 

But  prospective  contracts,  as  they  are  called,  are 
improper,  and  ought  not  to  be  entered  into.  Sir, 
said  he,  a  resolution  of  this  kind  would  destroy 
your  puUic  works,  or  cause  you  to  ray  more  than 
double  the  price  for  their  erection.  Contracts  are 
not  to  be  prospective!  And  pray,sir^8aid  he, will 
gentlemen  have  the  goodness  to  point  out  what 
other  contracts  can  be  entered  into  ?  Will  they 
show  bow  the  public  works  are  to  be  executed  ? 

Sir,  said  be,  I  rose  unexpectedly,  under  an  im- 
perious sense  of  duty,  and  to  demand  evidence  of 
that  general  and  hateful  distrust,  jealousy,  and 
spirit  of  crimination,  which  are  urged  to  nil  our 
minds  with  prejudice,  unfit  us  for  dispassionate 
legislation,  and  which  seem  intended  to  sap  the 
foundations  of  our  national  defence.  He  deemed 
the  Navy,  from  the  very  nattire  and  situation  of 
the  country,  our  most  indispensable  defensive  in- 
stitution. Fortifications  and  the  Army  come  next. 
May  the  efibrts  which  seem  to  be  making,  not 
merely  to  lessen,  but  to  destroy  them,  be  arrested. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  amend- 
ments which  had  been  made  to  the  lull.  The 
question  on  concurrence  in  the  appropriation  for 
comi^eting  the  arsenal  at  Augusta  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  66,  nays  48,  as  follows ; 

Ykai — Messrs.  AIexuid«r,  Allen  of  Massachnsetls, 
Allan  of  New  York,  Archer  of  Msryland,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Barbour,  Blacklcdge,  Bloomfield,  Bmeb, 
Bryan,  Cuopbell.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cook.  Crowell,  Curii- 
man,  Cutbbert,  Dane,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  PenniylTania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Floyd,  Folger,  Ford,  Fuller,  Oorham,  Groaa  of  New 
York,  HtcJdejr*  Henphill,  Johnson,  Kent,  Kinsey, 
Little,  HeLean  of  Ksntndtv,  Meigs,  Montginnery, 
9.  Moore,  Moseley,  Ifaale,  Nmmhi  of  Virginia,  New- 
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loOfParkerof  MaMad»iMtti,Pileber,  Plainer,  SinkiD, 
Beid,  RbM,  Bieb,  Robeitwn,  Bogera,  Sswyer,  Settle, 
SUabce,  Shnkine,  Smitb  of  New  Jervey,  Smith  of 
MaiyUnd,  A.  81117th  of  Virgiiiis,  Street,  Haoog  of 
New  To^  Sweanngen,  TenreU,  Tucker  of  Soalb  Cu- 
^ina,  Udree,  aod  WaJker — 66. 

NAie — MeMH.  Adam*,  Allen  of  Tenncuee,  Ball, 
Bttenwn,  Sodeo,  Bofiam,  Cms,  Cocke,  Colbreth, 
SenieoD,  Earl^  Fay,  Fool,  Forreet,  Grav,  Gojon, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin,  Hibthman.  Hobart, 
Hooka,  Hoatetter,  Jackaon,  Jonee  of  VirgiDia,  Jonet  of 
Tenneaeee,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maday,  MeCoj,  Me- 
Creary,  Mallary,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore, 
Marray,  Pattertoo,  Philaoo,  Riebarda,  Richmond,  Roaa, 
Boaa,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia*  Williama  of  Virginia,  and  Wil- 
liama  of  North  Can^a — 48. 

So  the  amendment  was  coDcnrred  in. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  renewed  the  motion 
which  he  had  made  for  the  specific  appropriation 
of  940,000  ibr  fortifications  at  MofaUe  Point,  and 
940,000  for  the  fbrtiflcation  at  Daai^in  Uand. 
On  mi^estion  of  Mr.  F.  Jobhbon,  of  Vii^rinia, 
Mr.  B.  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  make  it  930,- 
000  for  each  point.  The  questbn  having  been 
divided,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, the  qoestion  was  first  taken  on  the  approni- 
ation  for  Mobile  Point,  and  decided  in  tne  amr- 
mative— yeas  68,  nays  43,  as  follows : 

YtAU — Meaara.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mtas. 
Anderson,  Archer  of  Md,,  Archer  of  Va.,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Blaekledge,  Bloomfield, ,  Bruab,  Bryan,  But- 
ler of  LoniMana,  Cannon,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell, 
Caabman,  Cothbert,  Dane,  Deniaon,  Eddy,  Edwsrda 
of  North  Carolina,  Ettttia,  Fay,  Ford.  Foller,  Gorbam, 
Gray,  Haekley,  Hobart,  Jadtson,  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Viisinia,  Kent,  Kinaey,  Little,  McLean  of  I^tncky, 
Metga,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mssaachnsetts,  Pitdicr, 
Rankin,  Keid,Rbea,Rich,  Robertson,  Rogera,  Sawyer, 
Silsbee,  Simkina,  Smith  of  New  Jeraey,  Smith  of 
Man  land.  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Stevena,  Sweanngen, 
Tacker  of  Virginia,  Udree.  Walker,  Wendimr.  and 
Wood. 

Nazs — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Teaneasee,  Bale- 
man,  Beeeher,  BoiTum,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennaylvanis,  Floyd*  Foot, 
Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York,  Uuyon,  Hall  of  New 
YoA,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Hooka,  Hoatetter,  Jones  of 
Tenncuee,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  Mallaiy,  Metcalf,  Monell,  T.  L.  Moore, 
Moeeley,  Patterion,  Plumer,  Richarda,  Richmond, 
Roaa,  Ross,  Sloan,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tomlinsoo, 
TVaey,  Tacker  of  South  Carolina,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  WillUms  of  North  Csrolina. 

So  this  clatiseof  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  remaining 
clause  of  Mr.  Butler's  motion,  and  decided  in  the 
nMntire— yeas  31,  nays  85,  as  follows : 

XXAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  AnderaoD,  Ardierof  Mary- 
land, Ardier  of  Virginia,  Baldwin.  Ball,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Braah,  Bntler  of  Loaiaiana,  Crawford  Cro- 
well, Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina, 
Ja^aon,  Johnaon.  Little.  Mcl^ean  Kentneky, 
Montgomery,  Neteon  of  Virginia.  Newton,  Pitcher, 
Raid,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Simkina.  Smith 
«r  Mew  Smtj,  Swsarlngan,  and  Tnckar  of  Vi^nia, 

Mats— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Maaaachnaetta, 
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ADm  of  New  Yoik,  Allen  of  TeBneaaee,  Bsibev, 
B8teaan,Beedier.  Blaekledge,  Biyao.  BoSbm,  Can- 
non, Caae,  Claik,  Cobb,  Coeke,  Cook,  Calpeper,  Daas^ 
Deniaon.  Eddy,  Edwarda  of  CMoectkat.  Edwarda  of 
PennayUania,  Fay.  Floyd,  Folgcr,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest, 
Fnller,  Gorham,  Gray,  Groaa  of  New  York,  Guyna, 
Haekley.  HaUof  New  York,  Hardin.  Hemphill.  HiO. 
Hobart,  Hooka,  Hoatetter,  Jonea  of  Tirgiiua,  Joaaa  of 
Tenorssee.  K«»dall,  Kant,  Lathrop,  Lincoln.  Liver- 
more,  Haclay,  McCoy.  McCreary,  Mallaiy.  Mags, 
Monell,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Moaeky,  Mnxay, 
Neale,  Parker  of  Maaaachaaetta,  Patterson,  PhOson, 
Plamer,  Rich.  Ridiarda,  Richmond,  Rogera.  Roaa,  Rtna, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Stevena,  Street,  Strong  irf  Vermont,  TVioriiiison,  TVs^, 
Tacker  of  Sooth  Carolina.  Udrae^  Walker,  Wendmr, 
Whitman.  Williams  of  Vilfinia,  WOfiaSBS  of  Nailh 
Cardioa,  and  Wood. 

So  this  clause  of  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  bill  was  thai  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 


Satdbdat,  March  3. 
.Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate's  hilt  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
'An  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  coUectioa 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  the  sec- 
ond daj  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nmety-ninfc"  reported  the  same  withont 
ammdment ;  and  the  question  being  on  ordoring 
it  to  be  read  a  third  time — ^Mr.  Baldwin,  re^anf 
ing  it  as  conflicting  with  the  salutary  fmnaiMU 
of  the  appraisement  law,  exiHCsaed  fau  Jiope  that 
it  would  not  pass.  Blr.  SiLnsBE  supported  the  bill 
at  some  length,  as  being  important  to  the  importii^ 
merchants.  Mr.  Balowin  relied,  and  staled  that 
the  lateness  of  the  session  would  prevent  tbe  ob- 
taining proper  information  on  the  mibjeci;  one 
fact,  however,  he  knew  from  the  best  authority, 
viz :  that  an  association  had  been  formed  in  Eng- 
land to  throw  goods  into  this  country  at  an  under 
valuation,  and  that  their  names  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Treasury,  and  by  the  Trensunr  to 
the  ctutom-house  officers.  Mr.  B.  eonclndea  by 
moving  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  taUe ;  which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  the  Coimnittee  on  Nnnl 
Affairs,  were  disebarged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  all  petitious  and  other  matten  to  them 
res^tirely  referred  at  the  present  session,  iqnn 
wtueh  tbey  have  not  repnted  to  the  Htmae. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe> 
titioa  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  SwEARiNQEN,  from  the  select  committee^  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Catharine 
Wager,  and  others,  made  a  report  thaeon,  accom- 
panied with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  John  Wager,  Junior,  deceased ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Moose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hill  of  this  Hoas^ 
entided  "An  act  for  Uie  relief  of  Robert  Bnun," 
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with  amendmenls ;  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  coucaned  in 
by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled,  "An  act  to  aathorize  the  building  of 
lighthoDses  on  Cross  and  Pond  Islands,  in  the 
harbor  of  Boothbay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Oswego 
riTer.and  placing  buoys  on  the  shoals  of  Nantucket 
and  Vinevard  sound,  near  the  harbor  of  Wickford, 
and  on  the  Altamaha  river^  and  for  other  pat- 
poses,"  were  read,  and  committed  to  a  Comnuttee 
of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  amendments ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  its  agreement  to  the  said  amendments, 
which  were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  together 
with  that  proposed  to  the  title  thereof. 

The  Spukeb  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication,  viz : 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  JUpreaentativtM  .■ 

8iB :  We  have  the  pleasure  of  iDfonninc  yon,  tbtt, 
in  the  cue  of  Anderson  or.  Dunn  (with  the  defence  of 
which  we  had  the  honor  to  be  charged  on  behalf  of 
the  Hoose  (tfRopHsanlatives.)  the  Snpicnw  Court  bu 
fnlly  sffinned  the  power  of  the  House*  «ut  Jurit,  to 
Tinaicate  its  own  privileges  asa'ast  eveiy  attack  of 
violence  or  fraud,  neceisartly  tending  to  control  the 
freedom,  or  taiot  the  purity  of  legislative  deliberation. 

The  interest  so  jostly  manirested  by  the  House,  in 
the  iuge  of  this  importaot  question,  has  induced  as  te 
eomnnnieate,  without  delay,  the  detennination  of  the 
eontt,  hi  order  that  it  may  be  known  to  the  House  be- 
fore iia  apivoadiiBg  separatioa. 

We  have  the  honor  to  bet  with  the  higheet  respect, 
sir,  your  obedient  servantSi 

WM.  WIRT, 
W.  JONES. 

WASHiioToit,  ihreh  2,  1831. 

The  said  letter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Stobrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the  Department  of  State,  ddivered  m  the 
following  report : 

The  Comntttceon  Eipenditares  in  the  Department 
of  State,  report — 

That  they  have  attended  to  the  duties  imposed  on 
them  by  order  of  the  Honae,  aa  far  as  the  businesa  of 
the  House  would  poaribly  permit,  since  the  committee 
wee  anminted,  and  that  they  And  the  aeeonnts  and 
expenditures  of  the  said  Department  to  be  correct. 

That  they  have  abw,  conformably  to  the  order  of 
the  Houae,  inqniied  into  the  facts  relating  to  the  em- 
ployment of  ao  agent  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  6th  and  7th  artides  of  the  Treat?  of  Ghent, 
and  find  that  Mr.  Joseph  Dclafield  was  rmployed  do- 
ling  the  past  jrear,  as  a  secretary,  fbi  the  performance 
of  the  dutiea  which  would  have  been  required  of  an 
agent,  under  the  said  articles.  They  find^  however, 
that  the  employment  of  Mr.  Delafield,  or  soma  peraon 
in  that  canidty,  was  tndispwisable  to  the  interests  of 
Ibt  United  States  ;  that  the  compensation  allowed  to 
Mr.  Delafield  was  much  less  than  tb«  salary  of  an 
tgtat  i  and  that  the  allowance  of  inch  compensation 
ia  not,  in  their  opinion,  improper  or  nnreasonsble. 
The  committee  reqtectfully  refer  the  Honse,  for  the 
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particnlar  facts  rejating  thereto,  to  the  Message  from 
the  Executive  Department  on  that  subject. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  Diakiog  awropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1821,"  were  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  amendments ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  re- 
ported their  agreement  to  the  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  tbe  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  tbe  President  of 
tbe  United  States  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  in 
the  district  of  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio," 
vrere  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  making  ap- 
mvpriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  year  1821,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  mtitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  term  of  Samud  Parker's  petenia  for 
his  improvement  in  currying  and  finishing  leaUier 
of  all  kinds,"  was  read  the  uiird  time,  and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted tbe  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in  tbe  Territorr  of  Michigan,  were  discharged 
from  the  consiueration  of  the  same,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
day. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbesident 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

7b  ike  Congreti  of  the  United  Siatet  .■ 

I  communicate  to  tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress  copies 
of  a  treaty  tbia  day  ratified  on  Uie  part  of  tbe  United 
States,  coDclnded  and  signed  at  U>e  Indian  Springe, 
on  the  8th  of  January  last,  with  tbe  Credc  nation  of 
Indians,  in  order  to  sneh  legislative  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  tar  giving  ttttct  to  it. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsaixexov,  Hareh  2,  1821. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  location  of  land  warrants,  and 
the  issumg  of  patents  in  cortaia  cases,'*  with 
amendments ;  in  which  they  ask  the  eonenrrence 
of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  location  of 
warrants,  and  the  issuing  of  patents  in  certain 
cases,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

THE  NAVy, 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 

The  second  section  whereof  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, viz: 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  instead 
of  the  appropriation  therein  contained,  there  shaU  be 
and  is  hereby  appropriated  the  sum  of  £ve  hundred 
thousand  dollara  per  annum  for  six  yearsb  from  tbe 
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year  ISSI,  indaBive,  to  be  cpi^ied  to  ewirj  into  effect  I 
the  porpoeea  of  the  aiid  act. 

Mr.  Barbodr  moved  to  amend  the  said  second 
section  by  striking  out  the  word  sia,  and  inserting 
ia  lieu  tnereof  tbe  word  three ;  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  to  be  applied  to  carry  into  effect  the  pur- 
poses of  the  said  act,"  and  to  add  to  the  section 
the  following  words,  yiz : 

"  To  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  Kmaiaing 
materials  neccsMiy  for  the  constraction  of  the  ibipe 
aathorized  by  the  said  act,  and  to  their  conatraction, 
so  far  as  to  frame,  plink.  bolt,  and  stay  them,  and  their 
preaoTTation,  by  tho  erection  of  bonaH  ovoi  them ; 
and  any  balanoa  thereof  which  may  remain  after  the 
completmi  of  thaae  ob}eels  to  bo  applied  to  the  eqaip- 
ment  of  aaid  veaaeU 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  lo  the  negatiT^-yeas  66,  nays  67,  as 
follows: 

Ybas — Measra.  Abbot,  Adama,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
TanoeMee,  Barbour,  Blackledge,  Bodeo,  Brevard, 
Bryan,  Caanon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Culpeper,  Esrie,  Ed- 
wards of  North  CaroliDa,  FloyJ,  Foot,  Ford,  Forreat, 
Gamett,  Gray,  Gnyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin, 
Uerrick,  Hibahman,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackaon,  John- 
son, Jones  of  Tennesaee,  Kendall,  Kinaey,  Maclay, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  R.  Moore, 
T.  L.  Moore,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
Pbilson,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Roger*, 
Row,  Rues,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Sweariogen,  Tracy,  Tucker  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  Udree,  Upham,  Walker,  Wallace, 
Warfield,  Williams  of  Ttrgioia.  and  WiUiams  of 
North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of 
New  York,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brush,  Buffum, 
Batler  of  Loniaiana,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook, 
Culbreth,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darlington, 
Dewitt,  Dickineon,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Euatia,  Fay,  Folger,  Ful- 
ler, Oorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Hackley,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kent,  Latbrop,  Lincoln,  Little,  Mallair,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Montgomery,  S.  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of 
Maasadtuetts,  Newtcm,  Pinckncy,  Pitcher,  Plomer, 
Rankin,  Raid,  Robertson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Smith  of 
Hew  Jaraey,8midi  of  Maryland,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Tomlinson,  TompUna,  Tndter  of  Vir- 
ginia, Wradover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sergeant  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negatire — ^yeas  58,  nays  70,  as 
follows: 

Tra*— Meaara.  Allen  of  Msaaacbusetts,  Allen  of 
New  York,  Bayly.  Bloomfield,  Brash,  Case,  Crowell, 
Caabman,  Darlington,  Denitt,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger, 
Foot,  Fmrest,  Gorham,  Gtoaa  of  New  York,  Gnyon, 
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Hadley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Hobart,  Kendall,  Latbrop,  Little,  Meig%  Meroer, 
Montgomery,  8.  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Mam- 
chosetts.  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Kbbee,  Sloan,  Smith  <a  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sttnra,  Street  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Udiee,  Up- 
ham,  WaT6eld,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Tenneasee,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barboar,  Blackledge,  Boden,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Boffiim, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clark.  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crawford,  Culbrctb,  Dane,  Davidson,  Diclun- 
aoo,  Earle,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Ford, 
Gray,  Hardin,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hooks,  Hoatelter, 
Jaueon,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Ten- 
neaaee,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McC<nr,  Mc- 
dreary,  McLean  of^  Kentut^,  Metcal(  R.  Moore, 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Patterson,  Phil- 
son,  Plnmer,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Richards,  Rosa,  Settle, 
Simkins,  Stevens,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Walker,  Wallace. 
Wendover,  Williana  of  Virginia,  and  WiUama  of 
NMih  Carolina, 

THE  GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  Phelps,  from  the  committee  appotnted  on 
the  19th  of  December  to  investigate  the  concerns 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  made  a  further  re- 
port ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.   It  is  as  follows : 

The  select  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
affidrs  of  the  Post  Office  Dcfartment,  beg  leave  fiirther 
to  report,  in  part ;  that  the  abstract  of  payments  for 
transporting  the  mail  from  Washington  dty  to  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  the  Postmaster  General's  ex[danation 
of  it,  cannot  be  understood  but  in  connexion  with  three 
mail  contracta,  and  abstracts  of  the  payments  of  them. 
These  contracts  are,  one  with  Hazlewood  Faiidi  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail,  in  tbe  years  1811, 181S, 
and  1816,  from  Fredericksburg  to  CharloUcaviUe;  one 
with  WoolMk,  Smock,  dt  Co.,  fcr  tranaportation  of  the 
mail,  in  the  aame  years,  from  Charlottesville  to  Ridi- 
mond;  and  the  ^ther  with  William  G.  Garner  for 
transportation  of  the  mul,  in  the  aame  yeara,  from 
Charlottesville  to  Staunton.  The  committee  obtained 
copies  of  those  mail  contracts,  and  also  of  the  abatrsela 
of  payments  rendered  by  this  Department  to  the  Comp- 
troller ofthe  Treasury,  for  explanatory  evidence.  Bat, 
as  these  documenu  contain  important  facta,  they  are 
not  reported  as  explanaloiy  evidence  only,  hot  lo  slum 
tbe  expenditBre  m  pabSc  money  fbr  tranaporting  tiw 
mails  upon  these  routes. 

The  committee  find  tiiat  the  contract  price  tor  car- 
rying the  mail  from  Waahington  dty  to  Fredsniekabarc, 
in  the  years  1814,  1816,  and  1816,  was  •  ^900  00 
From  Fredericksburg  to  Charlottesville,  in 

same  years  7,S00  00 

From  Fredericksburg  to  Richmond,  for  the 

same  years   10,500  00 

From  Charleltesville  to  Staunton,  for  the 

same  years   3,000  00 


•80,600  00 


The  committee  find  that  there  waa  paid  fbt  trana- 
portlog  the  mail,  in  the  yean  1814,  ISIS,  and  1816, 
upon  theae  firar  mates,  the  fiiUowing  amount : 
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To  WUliaoM,  Ftrkb,  Cnwford,  Dam,  and 


Waolfolk,&Co.  - 
Hutowood  Fuith  - 
Wm.  6.  Guner  - 


31,(51  63 

-  23,779  49 

-  14,811  69 

-  7.289  00 


976,431  60 


Th«  committM  find  that  tfaa  Pcwt  Ofi&oe  Dmartmant 
bu  paid  for  tnnapoitiog  tha  maU  npon  tbaaa  fonr 
roDtes,  $45,831  60  more  than  the  mtSi  contraetort 
ware  antttled,  by  thdr  eontneta,  to  receiTe. 

[Oa  the  aohject  of  the  aboTe  Report,  the  fol- 
lowing note  was  addressed  to  the  Printers  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Postmaster  General:] 

GiiriKAL  Post  Ornci*  MarA  16, 1831. 

MxfSBs.  Ouis  &  SiATox :  I  was  informed  bv  a 
portten  of  the  eoanmitlae  of  iareatigation  that  th« 
woexed  docament  was  to  have  formed  a  part  of  their 
report.  FieauniDg  that  some  misUke  bad  canted  the 
emi^on,  I  addreaied  a  note  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Houie 
of  RepreaentatiTea  upoa  the  Bubject,  a  copy  of  whote 
reply  is  annexed.  1  likewise  addressed  a  note  to  the 
prioten  of  Congrew  upon  the  same  iutijoct,  whoae 
reply  is  likewiM  annexed.  I  sbatl  write  to  the  chair- 
mao,  reqneiting  him  to  cause  it  to  be  reatored  to  tha 
proper  filefc  I  deem  it  due  to  jostice  togi«^  whole 
pablieation  in  yoor  paper,  and  I  will  thank  yoo  to 
pabliah  it  without  delay. 

With  gmt  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  MEIGS,  Jb. 

Cxsbk's  Orricx,  Housa  or  Ri»., 

March  6,  1831. 

Sia:  Youti  of  this  morning  is  before  me;  in  an- 
fwer  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  report 
by  Mr.  PaxLFi,  on  Saturday  evening,  was  received 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  (the  reading  having 
been  dispensed  with,)  and  the  report  and  accomMny- 
ing  papers  ordered  to  be  printed.  I  never  opened  the 
papers,  and  therefore  can  only  say  that,  if  the  letter 
alluded  M  formed  part  of  the  documents,  it  will  be 
found  with  the  report,  which  ia  yet  in  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  Gales  A.  Seaton,  as  Drinters  to  the  House  of 
BrareseoteUves  of  the  United  BUtcs. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  your 
humble  iervant, 

'     THO.  DOUGHERTY,  CUrk. 

Hon.  R.  J.  Maiss,  Poitmatter  Qmend. 

WasBlBaToir,  Uareh  6,  1821. 
There  waa  no  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General 
accompanying  the  second  report  of  the  committee  of 
invattigation,  ao  delivered  at  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of 
th.  Hou«.  of  B^**^^- «'iJ^«8--'rE^ 

GsBBKai.  PoeT  Orricx,  March  8,  1821. 

Sib  :  It  was  stated  to  the  committee,  in  my  pre- 
Yious  verbal  commuotcations,  that,  owing  to  toe  state 
of  war  and  other  circumstances,  the  contracts  for  car- 
rying the  msU  between  Kchmond  and  New  York,  and 
some  others,  were  partially  vacated  by  my  predecessor 
in  1813,  and  new  agreementa  were  entered  intt^  mak- 
ing adequate  compensation  for  the  service.  _ 

It  seemed  to  be  considered  in  my  coaversation  witli 


the  committee  that  the  route  from  Washington  to 
Fredericksburg  was,  on  account  of  the  increased  pay 
to  Colonel  Tayloe,  the  strongest  case,  and  that  was 
taken  as  a  sample  for  iavestigation.    My  remarks  in 
relation  to  that  route  apply  in  extenso  to  sdl  the  others, 
with  the  aeeotioa  of  an  addiUonal  trip  per  tntk  be- 
tween Frederieksbarg  and  Chariottesville,  and  between 
Charlottesville  and  Staunton.   I  am  now  advised  that 
another  portion  of  these  routes  baa  been  started  in  the- 
eommittee  at  this  late  hour,  and  that  it  contains  the- 
aggregate  payments  for  carryiDg  the  mail  on  the  routes- 
from  this  to  Fredericksburg,  already  discussed  and 
reported  on,  with  that  of  four  or  five  other  routes,  aod»- 
that  those  are  contrasted  with  the  ^regate  of  the- 
layments,  dwt  might  have  been  mado  In  several  ^earv 
r  the  coDtracto  had  not  been  vacated.  Bat  it  hav 
already  been  shown  that  the  carriage  of  the  mail,  ac- 
cording to  the  contracU,  was  not  then  satisfactory  to 
the  public  ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  the  utility  of 
contrasting  an  operation  which  answers  its  object  with 
one  which  has  become  useless.   The  accumulation  of 
the  amount  of  expenditure  on  many  routes,  for  sev- 
eral years,  serves  to  make  a  great  sum,  but  by  no 
means  shows  iu  disproportion  to  its  real  worth. 

But  it  seems  we  must  at  this  late  hour  recur  to  first 
prindples ;  and  the  chairman  has  asked  if  I  had  a 
right  to  alter  eontracto.  The  Postmaster  General  has 
by  law  the  power  of  causing  the  public  mails  to  be 
transported  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  expe- 
dient and  most  promotive  of  the  public  interest  The 
law  declares  "  that  he  shall  provide  for  the  carriage  of 

<  the  mail  on  all  poat  roads  that  are  or  may  be  estab- 

<  liahed  by  law,  and  as  ofteu  as  he,  having  regard  to 
'  the  productiveness  thereof;  and  other  circomatanceSf 
'  may  think  proper."  And,  in  the  acbadule  of  the 
contracts,  provision  b  made  for  any  alteration  which 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  direct. 

In  a  country  like  this,  where  new  villages,  towns, 
counties,  and  even  States,  are  continually  rising,  the 
post  office  arrangementa  cannot  be  permanent,  but 
mast  vary  with  the  exigency  of  the  times.  It  was 
under  this  authority,  and  the  then  existing  circum- 
stances of  the  nation,  that  my  [Htedecesaor  made  the 
alteration,  which  produced  the  enlargement  of  expen- 
diture. 

When  1  afterwards  came  into  the  anpeiintendeney 
of  the  department,  I  did  not  deem  it  decorous  or  expe- 
dient to  annul  tha  arrangement  of  my  predecessor, 
supported  as  he  was,  in  that  arrangement,  by  the 
highest  authorities  of  the  nation.  But  if  I  bod,  it 
would  not  have  been  practicable  on  this  route,  even 
after  the  return  of  peace,  for,  as  I  had  stated  in  my 
communication  to  the  former  committee  of  mvestigsr 
tion,  a  steamboat  had  been  estabUshed  between  this 
place  and  Fredericksburg. 

The  price  of  conveying  the  mail  by  contract  was 
predicated  on  its  being  carried  in  suges,  to  be  support- 
ed by  passengers.  TUs  ^ce  was  altogether  below 
the  expense  of  carrying  it  m  curricles.  The  estebUah- 
ment  of  the  steamboat  took  away  the  passengers,  and 
of  course  a  support  for  the  stages.  They  have  not 
run  since,  excepting  for  a  short  time  in  the  winter, 
when  they  cannot  carry  the  mail.  The  establishment 
of  the  steamboat  applied  with  like  injury  to  the  stages 
running  between  Fredericksburg  and  Richmond ;  for 
the  iteamboat  ran  to  suit  ite  own  eonvMiieace,  and  not 
■0  as  to  throw  ite  passengers  into  a  line  of  stages  that 
could  cany  tiie  mail ;  and  no  alteration  could  be  made 
in  the  anangement  of  the  mail  to  suit  that  ot;}eot 


Digitized  by  Google 


1291 


HISTORY  OF  G0NGKfiS8. 


1202 


H.  OF  R. 


Section  of  Printer. 


without  prodadng  an  incoiiTeDience  to  the  large  citiei 
fiom  which  most  or  the  revenue  of  the  eat&bliahment 
was  derived.  Bnt,  if  the  contracts  had  not  been  vaca- 
ted in  the  beginning,  no  material  advantage  could  have 
been  derived  from  it,  for  the  proprietors  could  not  have 
■Ditatned  the  eipense  without  certain  loss,  if  not  ruin  ; 
and  new  contract*  would  have  been  as  high,  and  prob- 
fhtr  mneh  higher.  If  the  committee  had  caoae  to 
bebere  die  compeneation  paid  to  the  contracton  too 
hig^  Ihf  contracton  were  at  hand  and  could  have 
been  anmmoned  to  show  their  actual  eipendttaret. 
Thty  could  hav*  given  them  aU  the  minBtia  in  that 
reepect,  naceaiai;  to  the  fbrmation  of  a  proper  esti- 
mate. 

The  snbject  has  been  in  the  bands  of  the  committee 
upwards  of  three  months.  The  chairman  hae  indeed 
been  out  of  health  a  abort  time ;  bat  there  haa  beau 
most  ample  time  for  a  fall  investigatbn  when  tb« 
chairman  waa  in  health. 

There  hae  not  been  time,  since  your  communication 
of  the  amount  paid  for  carrying  the  mail  on  sundry 
routes  haa  been  handed  me,  to  make  a  proper  compan- 
•on  and  statement  of  particulars.  But  I  find  it  em- 
braces payments  and  crediu  for  services  in  1813,  for 
carrying  the  mail  between  Richmond  and  Ohailottea- 
lilla ;  &r  ezproM  mails  to  the  Fmident,  ami  fer  'ez- 
pnnm  sent  with  the  Pretident'i  deapatehee  in  relation 
to  the  conclusion  of  peace ;  hot  the  whole  amount  has 
not  yet  been  aseertuned.  In  concluding  my  remarka, 
roa  win  permit  me  very  reapectfolly  to  add,  that,  in 
inveatigatrng  the  concerns  of  the  General  Poet  Offlce 
the  office  itself  would  seem  to  be  the  proper  theatre 
for  operation.  There  the  books,  pepers,  omcers,  and 
eleriu,  are  all  at  band,  to  show  what  may  be  desired, 
tnd  to  etatildate  what  night  appear  to  be  don btfuL 
These  the  condenaed  statement*  rendered  to  the  Treas* 
ary  can  neidier  show  nor  duddate.  And  here*  al* 
ttough  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  see  all  the  other 
members  of  the  committee,  I  have  not  had  that  of 
aeeing  yourself  the  chairman,  at  whom  instance  the 
investigation  was  instituted.  I  am  sensible  that  a 
practical  economy  is  eveiywhere  due  to  the  prineiples 

this  Government ;  and,  though  a  decided  friend  to 
offidal  responsibility,  I  may  be  permitted  to  observe, 
that  the  chief  of  a  Department  has  every  motive,  of 
Ic^rahj  to  hii  nation,  of  honori  and  of  justice  to  his 
own  moral  and  legal  oUigation,  and  of  respect  to  his 
own  TepatatioB,  to  avmd  an  unnecessary  and  prodigal 
Ahdrsement  of  public  moneys.  If  a  contrary  pre- 
sumption is  to  prevail,  the  rule  of  law  is  reversed,  and 
a  system  of  political  ethics  is  to  be  introduced  foimded 
on  palpable  error  and  injustice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetftally,  your  obe* 
dient  servant, 

R.  J.  MEI08,Jr. 
Htai.  E.  Pmilvb,  Ckaimum,  4e. 

ELECTION  OF  PRINTER. 
Bir.  Cocke  submitted  the  foUowing  resolution, 
Viz: 

Reaohed,  That  this  House  will  forthwith  proceed  lo 
btBot  for  a  printer  to  execute  its  work  during  the  next 
Ooogreas,  Bceerding  to  the  provisiona  of  the  resolution 
dlracting  the  nuBer  in  whidi  Uis  printing  of  Oon- 

*  grem  shall  be  executed ;  fixing  the  prices  thereof,  anJ 

*  fievldiiit  tot  the  appohitraeiit  of  a  piinter  or  printers*** 
j^Med  en  the  Sd  day  of  Mtfoh,  1819. 

The  SpuKSR  pDt  the  {veTunu  qnestioa  of  cod- 
lAaafttioii  on  thb  motloii,  and  it  was  detetmined 


Mahch,  18S1. 


in  the  affimiatire.  Mr.  Sergeant  moTed  to  lajr  it 
on  the  table;  which  was  negatived.  The  resolu- 
tion was  then  agreed  to.  The  Speaker  then  kiid 
before  the  House  letters  from  E.  De  Krafft,  Elliot 
&  Irvine,  Davis  &-  Force,  and  Galea  &  Sea- 
ton,  offering  themselves  as  candidates  for  this  em- 
ployment ;  the  first  named  offering  to  do  the  work 
for  25  per  cent,  less  than  the  prices  established  by 
the  act  of  March  3, 1819,  and  the  second  named 
offering  to  do  it  for  25^  per  cent  less.  An  attempt 
was  then  made  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachosetta, 
and  Mr.  Woon,  of  New  York,  to  suspend  ot  dis- 
pense with  the  election ;  but  the  motion  for  that 

Enrpose  was  pronounced  out  of  order,  the  House 
aving  determined  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  dee- 
tioD.  The  House  then  balloted  accordinglr,  and 
th(  tdlen  (Mr.  Gross,  Mr.  Bbbcbm,  aod  Mr. 
Cobb)  reported  that  the  votes  were— 


For  Gales  &  Seaton     -      -      -      -  87 

Elliot  &  Irvine                       -  31 

Davis  &  Force     -      .      -      -  9 

E.DeKraffi   6 


and  that  Gales  &  Seaton  were  of  conne  elected. 

In  the  Senate  the  riection  took  place  on  the 
same  day,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Barboub.  The 
votes  in  that  body  were — 

For  Gales  A  Seaton     -      -      -      -  23 

Scattering     -----  3 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  reflating  pro- 
cess in  the  courts  of  the  United  States;"  where- 
upon, it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-day. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  fire  o'cloek, 
P.  Itf. 

Bve  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
"  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
and  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
regulating  process  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States :"  were  severally  read  the  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  estahliih 
an  additional  Land  Office  in  the  Territory  of 
Miehinn,"  was  read  die  third  tinte;  when 

Mr.  R0S8  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table  j  which 
motion  being  negatived,  the  question  was  taten, 
Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  and  passed  in  tfie  affirmative^ 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  intoaCommh- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unim ;  atMl, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumes 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lathhop  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  again  had  the  state  of  the  Union 
under  consideration,  and  directed  him  to  report  the 
hill  thereto  committed  on  the  27th  February  ulti- 
mo, for  carrying  into  execution  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  conduded  at  Wash- 
ington the  22d  of  February,  1819,  with  several 
amendments ;  which  were  read,  and  ctmcarred  » 
by  the  House. 

The  bilt  was  then  further  amended ;  and 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Allbn.  Di  Uim- 
chusetts,  fnrUier  to  amend  the  same  by  iaaertrag 
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ftfter  the  woid  Territories,  where  it  first  occurs  in 
the  second  section,  these  words :  "  not  incompati- 
ble with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  tbe  United 
States;"  so  that  the  civil,  military,  and  judicial 
powers  exercised  by  the  Spanish  authorities  with- 
in the  territories  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and 
which  are  esUbtished  by  the  said  bill  for  the  j^r- 
emment  of  said  territories  until  otherwise  provided, 
fhall  "  not  be  incompatible  with  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States." 

And  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  tbu 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negatire. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
tend  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe  Union ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cobb  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  again  had  the  state  of  the  Union  under 
consideration,  and  directed  him  to  report  the  bill 
thereto  committed  on  the  26th  of  February  ultimo, 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  without  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  biU  be  oigrosBed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Bngnwsed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 

''An  act  for  carrying  into  execution  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  concluded 
at  Washington,  the  22d  of  Febnuury,  1819;"  and 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  ITnited 
0tates  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  million 
fire  hundred  thousand  dollars,"  were  severally  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  motion  was  made  byMr.EnwABna,  of  North 
Carolina,  that  the  several  orders  of  the  day  which 
precede  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  wittiin  the  State  of  Missouri,"  be 
postponed  for  the  mirpose  of  taking  that  bill  into 
consideration.  This  motion  was  negatived  by  the 
House. 

Ortieredf  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hons^  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  continue 
in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the 
currency  wi^in  the  United  States  of  the  gold , 
coins  <n  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spain,"  passed  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far 
as  the  same  relates  to  the  crowns  and  fire-franc 
pieces  of  France,  be  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation thereof,  and  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Robert  Swartwoui."  Whereupon,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  bill  be  committed  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  to-day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ;  which  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
*'An  act  ibr  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields  and 
others which  was  reported  without  amendment, 
(he  third  time,  and  passed. 


H.  or  R. 


An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
in  force  an  act  entitled  'An  act  r^ulating  the  cur- 
rency within  tbe  United  States  of  the  gold  coins 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  ana  Spaiii," 
passed  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the 
same  relates  to  the  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  of 
Franc^'  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  salaries  of 
the  commissioners  and  agents  appointed  under  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in  by 
the  House;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  elected  Gales  &  Beaton 
printers,  on  their  part,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819.  They 
hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 

gropnations  for  the  military  serrice  of  the  United 
itates  for  the  year  1821,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proixjsed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  making  appropriations  for  the  military  ser- 
rice of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1821,"  were 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Contmittee  of  the  whole 
House  to-day. 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  amendments;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  re* 
ported  their  disagreement  to  the  same.  Theques- 
tion  was  then  taken  to  conctu'  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  their  disagreement  to  the  said 
amendments,  and  passed  in  the  affinnatire. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill  of  this  House 
of  the  following  title,  viz :  "An  act  to  continue  in 
force  an  act  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  cnr- 
reocj  within  the  United  States  of  the  eold  coius 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain," 
passed  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  ^e 
same  relates  to  the  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  of 
France,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Another  message  from  the  Senate  iofmmed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  lull  diis 
House  of  the  following  title,  riz :  "An  act  to  aa- 
thorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  bor- 
row a  sum  not  exceeding  four  millions  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishing 
the  salaries  of  the  commissioners  and  agents  ap- 
pointed under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  addressed  the  House  to  the 
following  effect : 

I  rise  to  submit  a  motion,  which,  if  it  should 
conciliate  the  general  concurrence  of  this  House, 
I  shall  be  extremely  glad.  The  present  seasim 
was  commenced  under  rery  unpleasant  auspices. 
In  the  appointment  of  a  presidmg  officer  or  the 
House,  the  first  noanifestation  was  made  of  that 
unfortunate  dirision  of  opinion  Which  has  been 
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the  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  session.  The 
storm  has  happilv  subsided,  and  we  have  the  great 
satisfaction  to  boiold  the  snip  of  our  Confederacy 
unimpaired  by  its  rage ;  her  hull,  her  rigging,  and 
her  patriotic  crew  completely  fit  for  a  long  and 
glorious  voyage,  under  the  star-spangled  mnner 
which  proudly  floats  aloft. 

The  moral  of  diat  agitating  drama,  of  which  for 
more  than  two  years  rast  our  country  has  been 
the  theatre,  is  that,  whilst  oar  Federal  Union  in 
admirably  fitted  to  accomplish  all  the  national 
purposes  for  which  it  was  intended,  there  are  deli- 
cate mbgects,  exclusively  appertaining  to  the  sev- 
entl  States,  which  cannot  be  touched  out  by  them, 
without  the  greatest  hazard  to  the  publie  tranquil- 
lity. They  resemble  those  secluded  apartments  in 
our  respective  domicils^  which  are  dedicated  to 
family  privacy,  into  which  our  nearest  and  best 
neighDots  should  not  enter.  Let  us  terminate  the 
session  by  makinz  that  officer  the  depository  of 
our  entire  reconciliation,  whose  election  first  eli- 
cited our  divisions,  and  whose  situation  has  been 
extremely  arduous  and  difficult.  For  my  part,  I 
have  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  assiduity, 
impartiality,  ability,  and  promptitude,  with  which 
he  nas  administered  the  duties  of  the  Chair  since 
I  was  able  to  take  my  seat.  I  more  the  following 
resolution : 

Boohed,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pnn  to 
the  honorable  Jooir  W.  Taxmb,  for  the  snidaity, 
piomptitiide,  and  aUIi^,  with  which  be  bos  admioi^ 
tered  the  dutiea  of  the  Cbsir. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  (who  was  tonporarily 
in  the  Chair,)  having  stated  the  qoeation-- 

Mr.  Rhea,  said  he  hoped  this  resolution  would 
obtain  an  unanimous  vote.  He  had  been  long  a 
member  of  this  House,  and  he  had  nvra  seen  tbe 
duties  of  the  Chair  discharged  more  satisfiictorily 
than  by  the  present  Speaker. 

Mr.  Habdin  said,  that  it  was  with  great  satis- 
faction he  should  vote  for  this  resolution,  because 
it  met  his  entire  approbation.  To  be  candid,  the 
Speaker  had,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
Cnair,  far  outgone  his  expectations ;  and  he  would 
Tote  him  the  uanks  proposed  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  freeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affinnative,  one 
negative  voice  only  being  heard. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  aet  making  apimpriatioiu  ibr 
the  support  of  the  militaiT  aerrice  ot  the  United 
States  for  the  rear  1821,"  except  the  latter  part 
of  tbe  last  of  the  said  amendments,  from  which 
latter  they  recede. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  informing  this  House  that  thev 
insist  on  certain  of  their  amendments  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
18S1."  Whereupon,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
HABniM,  resolved  that  this  House  doth  insist  on 
their  disafl^eemoit  to  the  omendmenti  afomaid. 


Mabch,  1821. 


[The  following  is  the  substance  of  Mr.  Simkins'b 
remarks  on  the  motion  to  insist  on  the  disagree- 
ment of  the  House  to  the  Senate's  amendments  of 
the  military  appropriation  hilL] 

I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  neither  the  extraordi- 
nary zeal  of  the  member  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Habdir)  or  of  the  member  from  Maryland  (Adr. 
Shitb)  against  the  amendments  to  this  bill,  made 
by  the  Senate,  will  prerent  the  Housegiriog  them 
that  most  serious  and  deliberate  consideration  to 
which  they  are  mtided.  Sir,  it  has  been  some- 
what fashionable,  in  this  House,  not  only  to  dis- 
trust a  co-ordinate  Iwanch  of  the  Qovenment,lKit 
to  reject  their  acts,  with  a  baste  and  an  impatience 
bordering  on  contempt.  I  do  not  think  that  a 
body  so  grave  and  dignified  has  deterred  such 
treatment.  On  the  contrary^t  must  be  admitted; 
by  all  impartial  men,  that  for  two  years  past  its 
wisdom  and  firmness  have  rescued  this  nation  from 
the  most  disastrous  measures.  Dislike  as  we 
may  the  opposition  of  this  branch  of  our  L^isla- 
ture  to  certain  favorite  doctrines  and  favorite  mea- 
sures impetuously  uiged  upon  us  by  the  majority 
of  this  House,  yet  we  shall  he  compelled  to  respect 
it,  as  a  barrier  to  great  evils,  and  as  a  body  to 
which  tbe  people  look  with  anxious  and  incieas- 
ing  solicitude. 

Themember  from  Kentucky  (Mr.HABniM)  says, 
that  eroy  thing  wears  the  appearance  of  Doatle 
and  actirity  of  preparation,  as  if  ve  were  about 
to  be  inrolred  in  war.  Nothing,  sir,  can  be  fur- 
ther from  the  fact  The  Senate  amend  our  bill 
byadding  a  comparatively  small  sum,  say  about 
$200,000,  for  (prying  on  the  most  iudispeosable 
fortifications  of  our  country,  placed  with  the  most 
perfect  skill,  and  after  accurate  and  skilful  surveys 
on  our  exposed  points  ;  a  sum  altogether  but  little 
more  than  one  half  of  what  has  been  appropriated 
for  a  series  of  years ;  and  the  gentleman  calls  this 
a  great  preparation  for  war.  Sir,  so  far  from  pre- 
paring for  those  perilous  exigencies  which  must 
arise,  we  are  retrograding  into  a  state  of  apathy 
most  alarming  to  every  American  who  can  extend 
his  views  beyond  the  present  moment.  We  as- 
sume to  ourselves  a  wisdom  which  brands  with 
the  imputation  of  folly  and  extravagance  every 
session  of  Congress  since  the  late  war.  Bight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  annually  has  been  most 
deliberately  resolved  upon  as  the  sum  necessary  for 
these  important  works  for  several  years,  and  now 
yon  reduce  it  down  to  $300,000^  without  a  solitary 
reason  to  justify  you.  I  say  without  a  shadow  of 
reason ;  for  who  will  say  that  these  works  are  less 
important  with  an  exhausted  Treasury  than  they 
were  with  a  full  one  t  You  last  year^propriated 
9800,000,  and  allow  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make 
contracts  for  this  year,  in  some  d^ee,  at  leas^ 
proportioned  to  a  similar  appropriation.  After  he 
has  made  the  contracts,  and  pledged  the  faith  of 
the  nation,  you  desert  him,  by  offering  a  small 
sum  which  will  not  cover  them,  and  out  little 
more  than  preserve  the  works  and  materials.  Yoa 
break  tbe  iaith  of  the  nation,  ruin  pnhlie  contrac- 
tors, and  send  them  petitioning  at  your  heel%  for 
years,  for  damages  sastained  oy  your  condoet; 
and  which  you  will  be  compelled  in  the  end  to 
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pay.  This  is  not  all.  You  so  prostrate  the  Uni- 
tea  States'  credit  that  nobody  will  work  for  you 
without  double  price.  Besides  this,  you  impede, 
and  finally  wilt  endang^er,  the  important  defences 
of  the  country.  Fortifications  placed  at  proper 
points,  and  well  built,  have  been  determined,  by 
the  universal  consent  of  all  ages  and  nations,  to 
be  of  infinite  moment ;  and  yet  it  is  found  out  by 
the  talent  and  wisdom  of  this  Congress,  anil  of 
this  Congress  alone,  that  they  are  of  nttle  import- 
aace,  and  have  been  pronounced  by  some  gentle- 
men to  be  absolntdy  worthless  1  This  Congress 
may  be  the  wisest  of  any^  but  its  policy  is  diamet- 
ricatly  opposed  to  the  policy  of  every  session  since 
the  war.  Indeed,  we  have  heard  some  gentlemen 
pinning  theii  whole  faith  on  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  have  given  a  decided  pref- 
erence to  the  sweeping  iudgment  of  this  commit- 
tee, not  a  member  of  wnich  will  pretend  even  to 
have  become  scientifically  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject of  engineering,  against  the  opinions  of  all 
your  officers,  and  particularly  against  some  of  the 
first  engineers  that  ever  adornea  the  scientific  an- 
nals  of  any  country  on  earth  ! 

The  chairman  of  that  committee  has  boldly 
taken  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  condemn- 
ing the  fort  on  Dauphin  Island  as  utterly  useless, 
I  will  not  detain  the  House  further  on  this  point 
than  to  savp  that  it  has  been  demonstrated  by  the 

Stntlemen  from  Louisiana  and  Kentucky  fHessrs. 
OTLER  and  Jobhbom)  that  this  fort  will  effec- 
tually command  the  waters  of  a  specious  and  deep 
harbor,  which  a  naval  enemy  would  instantly  pos- 
sess, and,  with  it,  seize  Dauphin  Island,  which 
would  ffive  them  a  secure  and  perfect  foot-hold, 
from  which  they  would  not  only  destroy  our  trade 
up  the  bay,  but  annoy  the  whole  adjacent  country, 
stop  the  communication  to  New  Orleans  by  the 
lake,  and  materially  injure  Pensacola.  This  is  no 
dream ;  the  facts  are  palpable  to  every  man  who 
has  actually  examined  the  country,  and  yet  such 
men  are  flatly  contradicted  by  members  here,  not 
distinguished  for  military  science,  and  who  have 
never  for  a  moment  placed  their  eyes  on  the  ^t ! 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hardin) 
says  the  oest  means  of  defence  is  to  make  the  people 
easy  and  happy,  by  lightening  their  burdens.  Sir, 
we  nave  never  imposed  any  burdens;  and,  from  the 
temper  of  this  House,  can  it  be  supposed  that  any 
ever  will  be  imposed  ?  In  truth,  it  seems  that 
every  institution  would  be  prostrated,  destroyed, 
and  sunk,  sooner  than  tax  the  people ;  although 
they  would  never  hesitate  to  pay  taxes  indispen- 
sable Xo  the  due  and  vigorous  and  proper  support 
of  the  GtoyemmenU  Taxes  present  no  such  fright- 
ful and  hideous  monster  to  the  people  as  they  are 
represented  here.  They  are,  to  oe  sure,  the  con- 
stant, never  ceasing  bugbear  presented  to  our  view, 
whenever  an  army,  navy,  or  fortifications,  are  to 
be  preserved  and  perfected.  It  seems  to  be  no 
crime  to  make  the  people  pay  taxes  indirectly,  by 
way  of  impost;  whilst  it  is  horrible,  and  unpar- 
donable, past  endurance,  to  ask  these  same  people 
to  pay  taxes  directly  levied  upon  them.  It  is  lau- 
dable, if  you  can  cheat  tbem  into  the  payment, 
hat  past  forgiveness,  if  you  openly  tell  them  to 
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|wy !  It  u,  however,  matter  of  joy  that  our  essen- 
tial preparations  may  be  preserved  for  many  yean 
to  come,  and  perfected  without  the  imposition  of 
a  single  additional  tax  of  any  kind,  notwithstand- 
ing  the  eternal  noise  made  about  taxes. 

Sir,  a  single  hour  will  put  an  end  to  my  exist- 
ence as  a  member  of  this  body ;  but  I  cannot  take 
my  leave  without  expressing  my  most  unfeigned 
sorrow  at  the  ruinous  fluctuating  policy  now  pur- 
sued by  the  rejiresentatives  of  the  people.  I  hope 
(and  the  hope  is  indeed  faint)  that  we  shall  agree 
to  the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate. 

CLOSING  BUSINESS. 

The  House  [voceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authonze  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  mil- 
lions five  hundred  thousand  dollars  p'  and  the 
same  being  read  twice,  were  disagreed  to. 

That  portion  of  the  said  bill  to  which  the  third 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  applies,  reads 
thus,  viz :  "  reimbursable  at  the  will  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  at  the  will  of  the  creditor,  at  any 
time  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1835." 

The  third  amendment  of  the  Senate  proposes 
to  strike  out  the  words,  ard  at  the  wiU  of  the  creditor. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  amend  the  said  third 
amendment  so  as  to  make  the  aforesaid  clause  in 
the  bill  read  thus ;  "  reimbursable  a  t  the  will  of  the 
Qoverament  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of 
January,  1835 ;  and  at  the  will  either  of  the  Clor- 
emment  or  the  creditor,  at  any  time  after  that 
period." 

And  the  question  being  takoi  to  agree  to  this 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative  j 
and  the  said  amendment  was  then  conctirred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
billj  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  currency  within 
the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,'  passed  on  the 
2dtn  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the  same  relates 
to  the  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  of  France,^ 
was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cakhoh,  that  the 
several  taden  of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill 
from  the  Senate^  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  officers  and  volunteers  e^aged  in  the  late  cam- 
paign against  the  Seminole  ^dians"  be  postponed, 
for  the  purpoM  of  taking  that  bill  into  consid- 
eration. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  several  orders  of 
the  day  which  precede  the  bill  authorizing  Benja- 
min H.  Rand  to  import  a  certain  piece  of  plate 
free  of  duty,  be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing that  bill  into  consideration.  This  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Nelsom,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  sev- 
eral ordsK  of  the  day,  vriiich  precede  the  bill  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  dd)^  be  postponed,  for 
thejMirpoae  of  taking  die  fail!  mto  consideratum. 
This  motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 
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H.  or  R. 


A  Message  was  received  from  the  pHsaiDBNT 
OP  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 
To  the  Houtt  of  RepTe$tntaiita  of  the  United  State*  .■ 

The  treaty  conclaJed  between  the  Uoited  8utei 
•nd  the  Kickapoo  tribe  of  Indiana,  on  Ibe  80lb  of 
Jvljt  18S0,  hanng  been  ratified,  by  and  with  Ute  ad- 
vke  and  eooMnt  of  the  Senate,  I  now  lay  a  copy  of 
the  atid  treaty  befitre  the  House  of  BepneeDtafaTaa, 
hft  order  to  saeh  Icfialative  pioTianw  being  made  a> 
nay  be  nceenary  to  cany  into  effect  the  itipnlatiow 
therein  eonlainedi  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Waibivotov,  JKsrcA  3,  JBSl. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Hoase  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  further  time  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
establishing  trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

A  luotion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stobbs  to  amend 
the  said  bill,  by  striking  oat  /um,  and  inserting 
FAnuary,  so  as  to  limit  the  continuance  of  the  said 
act  to  the  1st  day  of  February,  182-^  instead  of 
the  Ist  day  of  Jane;  as  norided  for  in  the 
saidbiU. 

The  qoeation  family  taken  to  a^ree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  detenmned  in  the  nc^tire. 

The  biU  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of 
the  acconnto  of  the  late  Le  Roy  Opie,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  thereof,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

Mr.  Fuller  mored  that  the  sereral  orders  of 
the  day,  which  precede  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
United  States  Naval  Association,  for  the  relief  of 
the  families  of  deceased  officers,  be  postponed  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  that  bill  into  consideration. 
This  motion  was  rejected  by  the  Hoose. 

Blr.  Rbba  moved  that  the  several  ordns  of  the 
day,  which  precede  the  bill  concerning  invalid 
pensionen,  be  postpraed,  for  theporpoee  of  taking 
that  bill  into  eoiwideiation.  This  motion  was 
n^ted  by  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Samuel  Moose  moved  that  the  several 
orders  of  the  day,  which  precede  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  explanatory  of  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  James  Leauder  Catfacart,"  passed 
May  15,  1620.  be  postponed  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  uat  bill  into  considemtion.  This  motion 
was  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Cdlpepbr  moved  that  the  several  orders 
of  the  day,  which  precede  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer 
Stevens,  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  rraresenta- 
Cives  of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and  others^" 
be  postponed,  for  the  inirpose  of  taking  that  bill 
into  consid«ation.  This  motion  was  rejected  by 
the  Honse. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the  sev- 
eral orders  of  the  day,  which  precede  the  bill  fron 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Whitehead  and  others."  be  postpmed,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  that  blU  into  conttdemtion. 
This  motion  was  rqeeted  br  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  iSx.  Canboit,  that  the 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the 
late  campai^  against  the  Seminole  udiana^"  be 
dischar^  trom  the  consideration  thioeof. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon«  it  was 
determined  m  the  nq;ative. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the'settlanoit  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  Le  Roy 
Opie,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jobhsom  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  comautted 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  within  the  State  of  Missouri,"  be  ^ 
charged  from  the  consideration  thereof. 

And  the  question  being  taken  tlwreoB,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  that  the  seveial  orders 
of  the  day  which  precede  the  said  bill  be  postponed, 
for  the  purpose  oi  taking  the  same  into  considera- 
tion. This  motion  was  also  negatived  by  the 
House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  inrist  on  their  anuDdmoiia  dis- 
aneed  to  by  the  House  to  the  bilL  auided 
"An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  mil- 
lions five  hjjndred  thousand  dollars,'"  and  ask  a 
conference  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  said 
amendments;  to  which  conference  they  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  their  part.  Toe  Senate 
fwiiher  inaiat  on  their  amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tied  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1831," 
and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  suUect-matter  of 
the  disagreeing  votes  oi  the  two  Houses  on  the 
said  amendments ;  to  which  conference  they  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  Ae  measage 
from  the  Senate  informing  this  Hoose  that  they 
insist  on  their  ammdments,  disagreed  to  \if  this 
House  to  the  InU,  raititled  "An  act  to  aatneriie 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  bwrow  a 
sum  not  exceeding  four  millions  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars ;"  whereupon, 

Readtei,  That  this  House  do  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  asking  a  conference  upon  the 
subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  approprmtioas  for 
the  military  service  of  the  XJnited  Statca  for  ^ 
year  1821 whereupon 

BeaUvedy  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  asked  by  the  Senate  upon  the  subject 
of  the  amendments  depending  to  the  said  tvU,  and 
that  managers  be  appointed  to  attend  the  sanoe  oa 
their  part 

Mr.  Habbih,  Mr.  Tbact,  and  Mr.  Cobb,  wwe 

a^inted  managers  in  pursuance  of  the  fore;goio(^ 
resolution. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  that  the  sevenl  ordeixef 
day  which  preeede  the  Inll  from  the  fftBBtr,  ea- 
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tided  **An  aet  for  ihe  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens, 
and  Auitin  L.  Sands,  legal  represmtatires  of  Rich- 
ardson Sands,  deceased,  and  others,"  be  postitoaed, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  that  bill  into  considera- 
tion. This  motion  was  again  rejected  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  that  the  several  orders  of 
the  dav  which  precede  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
volunteers  engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against 
the  Seminole  Indians,"  be  postponed,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  that  bill  into  consideration.  Thiii 
motion  was  again  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Bbecher  moved  that  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  an  acL  enti- 
tled 'An  aet  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the  road  therein  mentioned," 
be  now  read  the  second  time ;  and  the  question 
being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bills  uom  the  Senate, 
oatitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  adjudication 
and  payment  of  cuims  arising  under  the  Treaty 
of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  between  the 
United  States  and  His  Catholic  Majesty:"  and 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  East  and  "West  Flor- 
ida, and  establish  a  temporary  government  there- 
in ;"  and  that  the  said  bills  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Rbea,  that  the  sev- 
eral orders  of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  volunteers  en^ged  in  the  late  cam- 
paign against  the  Seminole  Indians,"  be  postponed, 
lot  the  potpose  of  taking  that  bill  into  considera- 
tion.  Thu  motion  was  again  rejected  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  HARniN,  fnmi  the  managers  ajppointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  a  conference  with 
Uie  managers  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  amendments  d^endiog  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  aroropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1821,"^  reported,  diat  they  had  met  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  conferred 
freely  upon  the  subjects  committed  to  them ;  that 
they  had  ajp^ed  to  recommend  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  residue  of  the  fourth  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  containing  an  appropriation  for  carrying 
into  eMct  the  treaty  eoncladed  on  the  30th  of  July 
last,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Kickapoo 
tribe  of  Indians ;  and  that  they  could  cone  to  no 
agreement  whateva  upon  the  sufanect  of  the  other 
amendments  depending  to  the  said  bill- 
Mr.  HARniN  then  moved  that  this  House  adhere 
to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  ammdments,  with 
the  exception  of  the  residue  of  the  finirth.  Pend- 
ing the  question  on  this  motion,  a  meusage  was 
received  from  the  Senate  informing  the  House 
diat  the  Senate  recede  from  all  their  amendments 


H.  OPR. 


to  the  billf  mtitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  UnitM  States  foe 
the  year  1821." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  ioint  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  President  of  tne  United  States,  and  inform 
him  that  the  two  Houses  of  Cmtgress  are  about  to 
adjourn,  if  he  has  no  further  communications  to 
make  to  them,  and  have  appointed  a  committee 
on  their  part. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and 
Mr.  CusHMAN,  were  appointed  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, on  the  part  of  this  House. 

TBE  SPEAKER'S  ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  the  Speaker,  rose  and  addressed 
the  House,  as  follows : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houn  of  Repraentaiivet  .■ 

Deaply  penetrated  with  s  sense  of  the  kindness  sod 
liberality,  which,  in  terms,  and  from  a  sonrce  the  most 
flattering,  have  dictated  Uie  recent  exprewion  of  your 
approbation,  I  shall  ever  esteem  it  the  highest  reward 
of  my  pablic  servicfs.  If  the  duties  of  the  Chair 
have  been  discharged  in  any  degree  to  your  satisftc' 
tion,  it  w  attributable  chiefly  to  &ose  fiMUags  of  gen- 
eronty  which  have  cOT«red  my  nomeroua  errors,  and 
wb^  have  rendered  to  parity  of  motive  the  deference 
da«  to  superior  merit.  My  inexperience  has  been  com- 
pensated by  yoor  prudent  eonosels,  and  by  a  dignided 
ueportmeat,  which  has  aeldom  required  the  interposi- 
tion of  a  prewding  officer. 

Entertaining,  gentlemen,  for  every  member  of  this 
House  no  other  aantimeot  than  respect  and  frisndsh^ ; 
endsared  to  many  by  reo^etions  of  united  delUteia- 
tion  and  effort,  in  a  period  of  great  natbnsl  erabarraas- 
meut ;  and  grateful  to  all  for  the  magaanimous  aup- 
port  which  oonetantl;  baa  been  afforded  me,  I  shdl 
never  cease  to  rejoice  in  your  individual  welfare. 

Carry  with  yoo,  gentlemen,  to  the  bosom  of  your 
f&miliea  and  friends  my  best  wishes  for  yoor  prosperity, 
and,  under  the  |»otecting  care  of  a  benign  noridenee, 
may  eaehof  you  enjoy  the  eoatiaued  confidence  of 
the  wise  and  good,  and  largely  contribate  to  perpetu- 
ate the  union  and  gloty  of  our  common  conotry. 

Mr.  Shitr,  of  Maryland,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  are  about  to  acfjoum  if  he  has  no  fur^ 
ther  commtmications  to  make  to  them,  reported 
that  Uie  cwnmittee  had  waited  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  was  informed  by  him 
that  he  had  no  further  communications  to  make 
to  Congress  at  the  present  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the  Legislative 
business  before  them,  are  now  ready  to  adjourn. 

A  message  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate,  by  the 
Clerk  to  inform  them  that  the  House  is  also  ready 
to  adjourn. 

The  Clerk  having  gone  with  the  said  message, 
and  being  returned,  me  Speaker  adjourned  we 
House  «M«dw. 
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INAUGURATION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


[Pron        Nitwiu]  Iiit«ltig«nc«r,  of  Taaid«7,  March  6,  18S1.] 


The  iDauguratioQ  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  whose  second  term  of  aerrice  commraced 
yestmlajr,  took  place  according  to  prerions  ar- 
Tan([ement.  The  oath  of  office  haring  been  ad- 
ministered to  the  President,  by  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall, be  delirered  the  speech  which  will  be  foand 
annexed. 

The  day  proved  verv  unfavorable  for  the  at- 
tendance of  spectators,  t^ere  harine  fallen  during 
the  preceding  night  a  good  deaiof  snow  and 
rain;  Dotwit&taDaing  wHich,  an  immense  crowd 
thronged  the  doors  of  the  Capitol.  The  number 
of  persons  who  obtained  admission  within  the 
walls  of  the  Representatives*  chamber  (gallery  of 
course  included)  could  not  have  been  less  than 
two  thousand. 

There  was  not  much  form  about  this  ceremony, 
which,  in  truth,  requires  no  form  but  the  forms  of 
decency  and  decorum ;  but  the  scene  was  not  the 
less  impressire.  The  Prerident  was  placed  on  the 
platfonn  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  Chair  ^  the 
Chief  Justice  stood  by  his  side  during  the  delivery 
of  the  roeech.  The  Associate  Judges,  the  Presi- 
dent of^  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  Heads  of  Departments,  and 
many  of  our  distin^ished  Military  and  Naval 
Officers,  were  near  him.  Assigned  to  their  proper 

E laces  were  the  members  of  toe  various  Foreign 
legations.  The  seats  in  the  interior  were  prin- 
cipally occupied  by  a  numerous  collection  of  la- 
dies; and  all  around,  above,  and  below,  were 
countless  numbers  of  the  people,  of  wbooi,  without 
discrimination,  as  many  were  admitted,  after  the 
ladies  and  privileged  persons  were  seated,  as  the 
room  coulo  accommodate.  On  the  entrance  and 
exit  of  the  President,  the  music  of  the  Marine 
Band  enliTened  the  scene,  which  was  altogether 
characterized  by  simple  grandeur  and  sfdendid 
simi^city. 

It  is  well,  considering  the  great  crowd  which 
filled  the  avenues  to  the  door  of  the  Representa- 
tives' chamber,  and  pressed  onwards  for  admit- 
tance, that  no  accident  occurred  to  mar  the  en- 
joyment of  those  who  had  the  pleasure  to  witness 
this  truly  RepnUican  ceremony. 


INAUGURAL  SPEECH. 

Yesterday,  at  12  o'clock,  on  taking  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitutioa  of  the  Unitra  States,  the 
following  speech  was  delivered  by  Jahbb  Mon- 
HOE,  President  of  the  United  States : 

FBKi.ow>ciTiBurs  :  I  thill  not  attempt  to  deioibe 
tha  grateful  amotiona  which  the  new  and  very  distin- 
gunlicd  proof  of  the  eonfldanee  of  mj  ftUow-dtisaiu, 


eviDced  by  my  rs-elcetion  to  this  hifh  trait,  haa  ex- 
cited in  my  boaom.  The  appnAatien  whUli  it  an- 
nouncM  of  my  conduct,  in  the  praca^g  term,  afinda 
{  me  a  consolation  which  I  ihallprofoaDdly  feel  thraagh 
I  life.   The  general  accord  with  which  it  has  been  ex* 
I  preiaM,  adds  to  the  great  and  never^ceaaing  obliga- 
I  lions  which  it  imposes.   To  merit  the  eontioasnce  of 
I  this  good  opinion,  and  to  cany  it  with  me  into  my  re- 
I  tirement,  as  the  solace  of  advancing  years,  will  be  the 
object  of  my  moat  xealoua  and  unceasing  efibrtk 
'    HsTing  no  pretension  to  the  high  and  commanding 
I  claims  of  my  predecessors,  whose  namea  ate  ao  muck 
I  more  conspicuoosly  identified  with  our  Revolatioat 
'  and  who  contributed  so  pre-eminently  to  promote  its 
snccess,  I  consider  myself  rather  ss  the  instrument 
than  the  cause  of  the  union  which  has  prevailed  in  tbe 
late  election.   In  surmounting,  in  favor  of  my  hauUe 
pretensions,  tbe  difficulties  which  so  often  pcodoce 
division  in  like  occnircncea,  it  is  obvious  that  odisr 
powerful  causes,  indicating  the  great  strength  and 
stability  of  our  Unfain,  have  easentially  eontiibnted  to 
draw  you  together.   That  these  powerful  caoaes  ex- 
ist, snd  that  they  are  permanent,  is  my  fixed  opinion  ; 
that  they  may  produce  a  like  accord  in  all  questions, 
touching,  however  remotely,  the  liberty,  praeperity, 
and  happiness  of  our  country,  will  always  be  the  ob- 
ject of  my  moatfervent  prayers  to  the  Supreme  Author 
of  all  good. 

In  a  GoTCTnment  which  ia  founded  by  the  people, 
who  possess  exclusively  the  sovereignty,  it  seems  proper 
that  the  person  who  may  be  placed  by  their  snffrsges 
in  this  high  trust,  should  declare,  on  oommondng  its 
duties,  the  prindples  on  which  he  intends  to  conduct 
tbe  Administration.  If  the  person,  thus  elected,  has 
served  the  preceding  term,  an  opportunity  ia  afforded 
him  to  review  its  principal  occnnreocea,  ud  to  give 
such  further  explanation  lespecting  them  ai^  in  his 
judgment,  may  be  uaefiil  to  his  eoBatitnenta.  The 
events  of  one  year  hat  inflaaoee  en  theae  of  another ; 
and,  in  like  manner,  of  a  preosding  on  tiie  auoceediag 
Administration.  The  movements  of  a  great  natira 
are  connected  in  all  their  parts.  If  errors  have  beM 
committed,  they  ought  to  be  corrected ;  if  the  policy  ii 
sound,  it  ought  to  be  supported.  It  is  by  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  whole  subject  that  our  fellow-citiiaos 
are  enabled  to  judge  eometly  of  the  past,  and  to  gin 
a  proper  direction  to  the  future. 

Jait  before  the  commencement  of  the  last  term,  the 
United  States  had  concluded  a  war  with  a  very  power- 
ful nation,  on  conditions  equal  and  honorable  to  both 
parties.  The  events  of  that  war  are  too  recent,  and 
too  deeply  impressed  on  the  memory  of  all,  to  reqnirs 
a  development  Irom  me.  Our  commerce  had  been,  ia 
a  great  measure,  driven  from  the  sea;  oor  Atlaatie 
and  inland  frontierawere  invaded  in  almoat  every  part; 
thewaate  of  life  ak>ng  our  coaat,  and  on  aome  parts  of 
our  inlaad  fhuiliera,  to  the  defence  of  which  mt  gal- 
lant and  patriotic  oilixena  were  called,  waa  twenae  $ 
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in  addition  to  which,  not  Icm  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  million*  of  dollars  were  added  at  it*  end  to  the 

public  debt. 

A»  soon  as  the  war  bad  terminated,  the  nation,  «d- 
moniahed  by  its  eventa,  leaolved  to  place  itself  in  •  sit- 
uation which  should  be  better  calculated  to  prevent 
the  recnrrenee  of  i  like  evil,  and.  in  cam  it  shonld  re- 
car,  to  mitigate  its  calemilies.  With  this  view,  mfter 
reducing  our  land  force  to  the  baaia  of  a  peace  estab- 
lishment, which  has  been  farther  modified  since,  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  construction  of  fortifications 
at  proper  points,  through  the  whole  extent  of  our  cosst, 
and  such  an  augmentation  of  our  naval  force,  as  shonld 
be  well  adapted  to  both  purpoees.  The  laws,  making 
this  wovision,  were  pasMd  in  1816  and  181B,  and  it 
hu  iMen,  ainee,  the  oonaUnt  eflbrt  of  tlia  Ezecntive 
to  carry  tiwm  into  efflcet. 

Th«  advantage  of  theea  fiirtifieationa,  and  of  an 
augmented  naral  fiiree,  in  the  eztMt  oontomidatad, 
in  p(^t  of  eMnoroy,  has  been  folly  illnstrated,  by  a 
report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  and  Naval  Commis- 
sioners, latehf  communicated  to  Congress,  by  which 
it  appears,  that  in  an  invasion  by  twenty  thousand 
men,  with  a  oorrespondent  naval  force,  in  a  campaign 
of  six  months  only,  the  whole  expense  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  works  would  be  defrayed  by  the  difierence 
in  the  earn  neeeaaary  to  maintain  the  force  which 
wonid  be  adequate  to  our  defence  with  the  aid  of  those 
works,  and  that  which  would  be  incurred  withoat 
them.  The  reason  of  this  difference  is  obvious.  If 
brtificstions  are  judicioosly  placed  on  oar  great  inlets, 
as  distant  from  oor  cities  as  circamstancM  will  per- 
mit, they  will  form  the  only  points  of  attack,  and  the 
enemy  will  be  detained  there  by  a  small  regular  force, 
a  raffideat  time  to  enable  our  militia  to  collect,  and 
mair  to  that  on  which  the  attack  is  made.  A  force 
aoMiaato  to  the  enemy,  collected  at  that  nngle  point, 
Willi  aoilable  preparation  for  sach  others  as  miKht  be 
meoaeed,  is  all  that  would  be  requisite.  But,  if  there 
were  no  fortifications,  then  the  enemy  might  go  where 
he  pleased,  and,  changing  bis  position,  and  tailing 
from  place  to  place,  oor  force  most  be  called  out  and 
spread  in  vast  numbers  along  the  whole  cosst,  and  on 
both  aides  of  every  bay  and  river,  as  high  up  in  each 
■ait  mi^t  be  navigable  for  ships  of  war.  By  these 
Ibrtifleationa,  supported  by  onr  navy/ to  which  Uiey 
would  aflbnl  lika  support,  wa  ahmild  prcaant  to  other 
Paveia  an  annad  finnt  firom  St  Cnu  to  th«  Sabine, 
which  would  protect,  tn  the  event  of  war,  our  whole 
coast  and  interior  from  invasion ;  and  even  in  the 
wars  of  other  Powers,  in  which  we  were  nentral,  they 
would  be  fbond  eminently  asefbl,  as,  b^  keeping  their 
pidilio  •bipa  at  a  distmnce  from  onr  cUias,  peace  and 
Older  in  them  would  be  pteeerved,  and  Um  Govern- 
ment ba  ^otected  from  insult. 

It  need  scarcely  be  remarked,  that  these  measures 
liave  not  been  reeorted  to  in  a  ^irit  of  hoatih^  to 
other  Powera.  Snch  o  diapoeition  does  not  exist  to- 
wardi  any  Power.  Poaco  and  good  will  have  been, 
and  wiH  hereafter  be,  coltivated  with  all,  and  by  the 
moet  bithfol  regard  to  juatiee.  They  have  bera  die- 
toted  by  a  love  of  peace,  of  economy,  and  an  earnest 
desire  to  save  the  uvea  of  onr  fellow-citixena  from  that 
deetnietion,  and  our  country  from  that  devastation, 
which  are  ineeparable  from  war,  when  it  finds  us  bn- 
prepared  for  iL  It  is  believed,  and  experience  hu 
ahowa,  that  anch  a  preparation  is  the  bMt  expedient 
that  can  ho  raaortea  to,  to  prevent  war.  I  add  with 
mndi  pleaaara,  that  oonaUandilo  progreaa  has  ali«ad|y 


been  made  in  these  measures  of  defence,  and  that  they 
will  be  completed  in  a  few  year*,  eonaidering  the  great 
extent  and  importance  of  the  object,  if  the  frtan  be 
xealonsly  and  steadily  persevered  in. 

The  conduct  of  the  Government,  in  what  relates  to 
foreign  Powers,  is  always  an  object  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  the  nation.  lu  sgricalture,  commerce, 
maaufiictures,  fisheries,  revenue ;  in  short,  ite  peace, 
may  all  be  aActed  by  it.  Attention  thmfbre,  due 
to  this  subject. 

At  the  period  adverted  to,  the  Powers  of  Europe, 
after  having  been  engaged  in  long  and  destruetivr* 
wars  with  each  other,  had  concluded  a  peace,  which 
happily  still  eziste.  Oor  peace  with  the  Power  with 
whom  we  had  been  engaged,  had  also  been  conclud- 
ed. The  war  between  Spain  and  the  colonies  in  Sooth 
America,  which  had  commenced  many  years  before, 
was  then  the  only  conflict  that  ramainod  unaetlled. 
This  being  a  oontaat  between  diffbreot  parte  of  the 
same  commohi^,  in  which  other  Powers  had  not  in. 
tetfered,  was  not  afleeted  by  their  accommodatioas. 

This  contest  was  eonuderrd,  at  an  early  stage,  by 
my  predecessor,  a  civil  war,  in  which  the  partiea  were 
entitled  to  eqaol  rights  in  onr  porte.  This  decision, 
the  first  made  any  Power,  being  fctrmed  on  great 
considerationof  the  comparative  Strang^  and  reaooroes 
of  the  partiea,  the  length  of  time,  nod  snoceaafiil  op- 
poaition  made  by  the  colooica,  and  ctf  all  other  nrcnm- 
aUUMs  on  which  it  ought  to  depend,  was  in  strict  ac- 
cord with  the  law  of  nations.  Congieas  has  invariably 
acted  on  this  principle,  having  made  no  change  in  oor 
relationa  vrith  either  party.  Oor  altitade  haa,  there- 
fore, been  that  of  neutrality  between  them,  which  hae 
been  maintained  by  the  Government  with  the  strictest 
Impartiality.  No  aid  hae  bean  afforded  to  either,  nor 
ha*  any  privilege  been  a^joyod  by  the  one,  which  hae 
not  been  equally  open  to  the  othar  party ;  and  every 
exertion  has  been  made  in  ite  power,  to  enforce  the 
execution  of  the  laws  prohibiting  illagul  eqaipmenU, 
with  equal  rigor  against  both. 

By  this  equality  between  the  parties,  their  public 
vessels  have  been  received  in  our  porta  on  the  same 
footing  ;  they  have  enjoyed  an  equal  right  to  purchase 
end  export  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  every  other 
aopply^the  ezportatiMi  of  all  aitieUs  whatever  being 
permitted  under  laws  whidi  were  passed  long  befioie 
the  commencement  of  the  contest ;  our  dtiiona  hare 
traded  aqoally  with  both,  and  their  eommaraa  with 
each  has  been  alike  protected  by  the  Government. 

Renpeeting  the  attitude  which  it  may  be  proper  fbr 
the  United  States  to  maintain  hereafter  between  the 
parties,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my  ojnn- 
ton,  that  the  neutrality  heretofore  observed  should 
still  be  adhered  to.  From  the  change  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  and  Um  negotiation  now  depending, 
invited  by  the  Cortea  and  aeeepled  1^  the  eolonisi,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  their  differanee*  will  be  settled 
on  the  terms  proposed  b^  the  ocdonias.  Shonld  the 
war  be  oontinued,  the  United  States,  regarding  ite  oc- 
currencea,  will  always  have  it  in  th^  power  to  adopt 
soch  measores  reepecting  it  as  their  honor  and  in- 
terest may  require. 

Shortly  after  the  general  peace,  a  hand  of  adven- 
tnrers  took  advantage  of  this  conflict,  and  of  the  facil- 
ity which  it  afforded,  to  establish  a  syatem  of  bucca- 
neering in  the  neigbboriog  seas,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  the  commerce  of  the  United  Statca,  and,  as 
was  repeseoted,  of  that  of  other  Powers.  Of  tUs 
^irit,  and  of  ite  injurious  bearing  on  Ae  United 
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8Wm,  tmng  proo6  were  sfforded  by  the  eateblieh* 
Bent  It  Amelia  lelaiid,  end  the  parpoeea  to  whidi  it 
WM  aaede  iiutraDcntal  bf  this  bend  in  1817,  end  1^ 
the  oocarreDcea  irhieh  took  piece  im  other  peru  of 
Floride,  in  1816,  the  detail*  of  which,  in  both  in- 
etencce,  en  too  well  known  to  require  to  be  now  re- 
cited. I  am  aettsfied  had  a  leea  decUive  courae  been 
•dieted  that  Uia  wont  ooneeqaeBCw  would  hav«  »• 
flOUed  ftom  it  We  have  eeen  that  tbaee  dMeki,  de. 
eieive  aa  they  wera,  were  not  etifficient  to  crarii  that 
piratical  epiriL  Manj  cnlprits  brooght  within  our 
Itmite  have  been  oondemned  to  aufier  deeth,  the  ponisb- 
ment  doe  to  that  atrodons  Clime.  TbedeeiiioDaof  op- 
right  and  enlightened  tribaDaJa&ll  eqaaUyoD  all,  whoee 
crimes  eabject  them,  by  a  hit  interpntation  of  the 
law,  to  it!  ceneare.  It  belonge  to  the  Exeeative  Dot 
to  ■wBfer  the  ezecQtione,  ander  theae  daeiiioiM^  to 
trUMcend  the  great  porpoee  for  which  pnaiehmcnt  ii 
neceeeary.  The  fnll  benefit  of  example  being  eecnred, 
policy,  u  well  ae  hamenity,  equally  forbidi  that  they 
ebonld  be  carried  further.  I  heve  acted  on  tlus  prin- 
ciple, pardoning  theee  who  appear  to  have  been  led 
Mtray  by  ignorance  of  the  criounality  ttf  the  acta  they 
had  eemmitted,  and  enSering  the  law  to  take  effect  en 
thoee  only  in  whoee  favor  no  extenuating  dnnm- 
otencee  could  be  urged. 

Gfeat  OMi&deDce  ie  entertained  that  the  tne^  with 
Spain,  whkk  baa  been  ntiAed  bybadltbepartie*,  and 
tM  TattAcatioiw  whereof  have  been  ennanged,  bae 
placed  the  relatioDa  of  the  two  eoontriee  on  a  baeie  of 
permenent  fiiendAip.  The  provisioQ  made  by  it  for 
each  of  anr  dtiwne  aa  have  claime  on  Spain,  of  the 
ebareeter  described,  will,  it  ie  preenmed,  be  very  seUe- 
faotory  to  them ;  and  the  boundary  which  ie  eeteb- 
Uehed  between  the  territeriee  of  the  pertice,  westward 
of  the  Mieataaippi,  heretirfbn  in  derate,  hae,  it  ia 
thoaghti  boan  nettled  on  coaditioDe  jnet  and  advu- 
tageoue  to  both.  But,  to  the  acqoHitlon  of  Flwida 
loo  mudi  importence  cannot  be  attai^d.  It  aecarea 
to  the  United  Statea  a  territory  important  in  iteelf,  and 
whose  importance  is  much  increased  by  iu  bearing  on 
many  of  the  higheat  iatcnats  of  the  Union.  It  i^ne 
to  eeveral  of  the  neighboring  States  a  free  paeeege  to 
the  ocean,  through  the  province  ceded,  by  eeveni 
rivere,  having  their  -eonrcee  high  np  witUn  tti«r  lim- 
its. It  aeearee  vt  agrinst  all  fiiMre  uaaajutet  from 
powerfltl  Indian  trftee.  It  gives  ne  sevnal  exoiUaot 
barbon  in  the  Oulf  of  Ma^eo  for  ihipe  of  wir  of  the 
largest  aize.  It  covers,  by  Ita  poai^n  In  the  Oalf,  the 
Misriaeippi  and  other  greet  waten  wtUkin  our  ex- 
tended liDUte,  and  thenby  enables  the  United  Butae 
to  afford  complete  protection  to  the  vast  and  very  valu- 
able prodoctiona  of  our  whole  Weetern  ooontry,  nhSA 
find  a  market  through  thoee  alname. 

By  a  trea^  with  the  Briti^  Government,  beering 
date  on  the  twentieth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hnndrcd  and  eighteen,  the  convention  ngnlating  the 
commerce  between  the  United  Statee  and  Unat  Brit- 
ain, coneloded  on  the  third  of  July,  one  dioaeaiid 
dght  hundred  end  fifteen,  whidi  was  about  eipiring, 
wee  revived  and  continued  fin-  Um  term  of  ten  yean 
from  the  time  of  iU  expiration.  By  that  tne^,  atao, 
tiw  difiereneee  which  had  arisen  under  the  Trea^  of 
Ghent,  reapeding  the  right  claimed  by  the  United 
Statee  for  thmr  citiieua,  to  take  end  cure  fieh  on  the 
eoast  of  Hie  Britannic  Majeaty'e  domiaione  in  Amer- 
iea,  with  other  diffbrencee  on  important  intenste, 
wera  sdjusled,  to  the  eatisfoetion  both  paitwe.  No 
agreement  baa  yet  been  entevad  into  fespeeting  the 


between  the  United  SUlee  end  the  Britieh 
dominionB  in  the  West  ladiee,  and  on  this  continent. 
The  restraints  imposed  on  that  commerce  by  Great 
Britain,  and  reeiproceted  by  tbe  United  Stalos,  on  a 
principle  of  defence,  continue  still  in  force. 

The  negotiatioo  with  France  for  the  regulation  of 
the  commercial  relationa  between  the  two  coantriee, 
which,  in  the  course  of  last  Summer,  had  been  com- 
menced at  Paris,  hae  ainca  been  tiansftnad  to  this 
city,  and  will  be  pnreaad,  on  the  part  of  the  Unilad 
Stataa,  in  the  sfdrn  of  conciliation*  and  witt  an  earn- 
est de«re  that  it  may  terminate  in  an  afrangameat 
satisfacloiy  to  both  parties. 

Onr  relations  with  the  Barbery  Powen  are  pre- 
served in  tiie  same  stele,  and  by  the  same  meane,  that 
were  emi^oyed  when  I  came  into  this  office.  As  early 
as  1801  it  was  found  neceeesry  to  send  a  sfnadm 
into  the  Mediteiraneoo  for  tbe  jffotectioa  of  our  eom- 
meroa,  and  no  periad  hae  intemned,  aaborttem  ex- 
cepted, when  it  wu  thought  advisalda  to  wilbdniW  it 
The  greet  intereet  which  tbe  United  States  have  in 
the  Pacific,  in  commerce  ud  in  the  fiAariee,  have 
also  made  it  neoeeaary  to  maintain  a  naval  force 
there.  Ia  disponng  of  this  force,  in  both  inetaacea, 
the  meet  effectual  meaeuree  in  onr  pomr  have  been 
taken,  witbont  interfering  vrith  ite  other  dntiee,  for  Ae 
enppreaaton  of  the  slave  trade,  and  of  pin^,  ia  tbe 
neighboring  seas. 

The  sitnatioo  <tf  the  United  Statee,  in  regard  to 
tiieir  reeauiees,  the  extent  of  their  rovanaa,  and  tha 
fedlity  with  wbieb  it  ia  raised.  aAvds  a  BMst  gratify- 
ing epectacle.  Tbe  payment  of  needy  eixty-seven 
mUliona  of  doUan  of  the  public  debt,  with  the  great 
progress  made  in  measures  of  defooee,  and  in  other 
improvementa  of  varioua  kinds,  eiooe  the  leto  war,  are 
eoDcIuaive  proofs  of  this  extraordinary  prosperi^,  ae- 
pedatty  when  it  ii  recollected  that  theee  expenditnree 
have  been  defr^ed,  without  a  burden  on  tbe  people, 
the  direct  tax  and  eieise  having  been  repsahd  aaoD 
after  tbe  eoodueion  of  tbe  lata  war,  and  dwnrcna 
applied  to  theee  great  o^eets  having  been  raised  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  felt.  Our  great  reeonrees,  tbarafaie, 
remain  untonehed,  for  any  pnrpoee  wbidi  may  affaet 
the  vital  intereste  of  the  nation.  Tat  all  sooh  p«w> 
poeee  ihey  an  inexheottiUe.  They  an  more  eape* 
delly  to  be  foiind  in  the  virtue,  patriotism,  and  iatal- 
ligeoce,  of  onr  fUlow-cilixena,  and  in  tlw  devotion  with 
wbich  tiiey  would  yidd  up,  by  any  juat  meeson  ef 
taxetion,  all  tbrir  proper^,  in  eupport  of  the  ri^ls 
and  honor  of  tbdr  country. 

Under  the  preeent  depnauon  of  priceey  aSecliag  aB 
the  produetioDs  of  die  country,  and  every  Ivancb  of 
indaetry,  proceeding  from  causes  explained  on  s  Ai- 
mer occasion,  the  revenne  bee  cMksiderably  danin- 
iahed ;  the  effi»ct  of  which  hae  been  to  compel  Congresa 
either  to  abandon  these  great  Jueasnras  Oi  defoace,  or 
to  Nsort  to  loans  or  internal  taxee  to  snpply  tbe  dtft- 
eiancy.   On  the  pnsumption  that  Ibis  dapramieB, 
and  tbe  defiotcnc^  in  the  revenue  arianf  Anm  it, 
would  be  temporary,  hiana  ware  atttbMbttd  for  tha 
demande  of  the  laat  and  preeent  year.   ADrioae  to 
rdieve  my  foUow-citizens  in  1817,  from  avwy  burdam 
wbidk  could  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  state  of  the 
Tnestuy  permitting  it,  I  recommended  tbe  npeal  vt 
tha  internal  taxes,  knowing  that  ancb  relief  was  than 
pecniieriy  neoeeaary,  in  oonseqneaoe  of  the  gnat-eoMr- 
tioiis  made  in  the  late  war.  I  made  that  nmianan 
dation  under  a  pledge  that,  sbaoU  the  pnUe  «■!■■»■ 
ciea  reqoira  a  nenmnoe  to  ttan  at  any  than  wiriia  I 
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remuned  in  thii  trust,  I  would,  whh  equnl  prompti- 
tilde,  perform  the  doty  wlitcli  woold  then  be  tlike  in- 
ennibent  on  me.  By  tbe  experiment  now  mriting  it 
irill  be  aeen,  by  the  neittession  of  Congrew,  whether 
the  revenue  shall  have  been  bo  aagmented  as  to  be 
adeqaste  to  ail  these  nneawary  parpoaee.  Should  tbe 
defteieiu7  ititl  eMtliHM^  and  eepedallj  aheuM  it  be 
probtbl*  Aat  it  would  be  pemaneot,  the  ooarte  t»  b« 
pnaned  appears  to  me  to  be  obTions.  I  un  Mtiified 
lliat,  under  certain  circumatMwes,  loani  may  be  re- 
•orted  to  with  great  advazitage.  I  am  e^aUy  wdl 
ntiified,  u  a  geiirral  rule,  ^tt  the  demaoda  of  the 
cnrreBt  year,  ecpocitlly  in  time  of  peace,  Aoald  be 
nronded  for  by  the  revenue  of  that  year.  I  have  nerer 
dreaded,  nor  have  I  ever  Auaned,  in  any  dtaatkm  in 
whtch  I  have  been  placed,  maldDB  a|qpatb  to  tba  vir- 
tae  and  patriotiam  of  my  ftllow-c^^seDa,  well  knowing 
that  they  could  never  be  made  in  vain,  eapedally  in 
time*  of  great  oneiyency,  or  for  pnmwee  of  high 
national  importance.  Indej^dently  of  the  exigency 
of  the  caee,  many  comiderationa  of  great  weight  urge 
a  policy  having  in  view  a  pTovtsioo  of  revenue  to  meet, 
to  a  certain  extent,  the  demaoda  of  the  nation,  with- 
out relying  altogether  on  the  precarious  resource  of 
ibreign  commerce.  I  am  satisfied  that  internal  duties 
and  excises,  with  corresponding  imposu  on  foreign 
articles  of  the  same  kino,  would,  without  imposing 
any  serious  burdens  on  the  people,  enhance  the  price 

produce,  promote  our  uano&ctnres,  and  augment 
tbo  revenue  st  the  same  time  that  they  made  it  mue 
secure  and  permanent. 

The  care  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits  has 
long  been  an  essential  part  of  our  system,  bat,  onfor* 
tunately,  it  has  not  been  executed  in  a  manner  to  ac- 
complish all  the  objects  intended  by  it.  We  have 
treated  them  as  independent  nations  without  their 
having  any  substantial  pretenaion  to  that  rank.  The 
distinction  has  flattered  their  pride,  retarded  their  im- 
provement, and,  in  many  initances,  paved  the  way  to 
thrir  destruction.  The  progress  of  oar  settlements 
westward,  supported  as  they  are  by  a  dense  popula- 
tion, has  conitautly  driven  them  back,  with  almoat  tbe 
total  sacrifice  of  the  lands  which  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon.  They  have  cisima  on  the  mag- 
nanimity, and,  I  may  add.  on  the  justice  of  this  nation, 
which  we  must  sll  feel.  We  should  become  their  real 
beneftetOTt,  we  sbouid  perfbrm  the  office  of  their  Great 
Fatiior,  the  endearing  title  which  they  emphatically 
give  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  oar  Union.  Their 
BOverMgnty  over  vaat  territories  abould  cease,  in  lien  of 
which  the  right  of  soil  should  be  secured  to  each  indi- 
vidual, and  fail  poiterity,  in  competent  portiona,  and 
ibr  the  territory  thus  ceded  by  each  tribe  some  reason- 
able equivalent  ahoold  be  granted,  to  be  vested  in  per^ 
manent  funds  for  the  support  of  civil  government  over 
them,  and  ibr  the  education  of  their  children,  for  their 
instruction  in  tbe  arts  of  husbandry,  and  to  provide 
stutenanee  for  them  notil  they  could  provide  it  for 
thcmselTes,  My  earnest  hope  is,  that  Congreas  vrill 
digest  some  plan,  founded  on  these  principles,  with 
such  improvements  as  their  wisdom  may  suggest,  and 
carry  it  into  effect  as  soon  as  it  may  be  practicable. 

Europe  ia  again  unsettled,  and  the  prospect  of  war 
increasing.  Should  the  flame  light  up  in  any  quarter, 
how  far  it  may  extend  it  is  impossible  to  foresee.  It 
is  OUT  peculiar  felicity  to  bo  altogether  unconnected 
with  the  causes  which  produce  this  menacing  saiwct 
elsswhere.  With  every  Power  we  are  in  perfect  ami^, 
and  it  is  our  interest  to  remain  so,  if  it  be  practicable 


on  just  conditions.  I  see  no  reasonable  cause  to  ap- 
prehend variance  with  any  Tower,  unless  it  proceed 
from  a  violation  of  our  marrtime  righta.  In  these  con- 
tests, should  Uiey  occur,  and  to  whatever  extent  they 
may  be  carried,  we  shall  be  neutral ;  but  as  a  neutral 
Power  we  have  rigbu  wbtdi  it  is  our  duty  to  main- 
tidn.  For  Kght  injuries  it  will  be  incumbent  on  us  to 
seek  redress  in  a  spirit  of  amity,  in  full  confidence 
that,  injuring  none,  none  would  knowingly  injure  tis. 
For  more  imminent  dsngers  we  should  be  prepared, 
and  it  should  always  be  recollected  Uiat  audi  prepara- 
tion, adapted  to  the  circumstances,  and  sanctioned  by 
the  judgment  and  wiabes  of  our  oonstituenta,  cannot 
fail  to  have  a  good  effiict,  in  averting  dangehi  of  every 
kind.  We  should  recollect  also  that  the  season  of 
peace  is  best  adapted  to  these  preparations. 

If  we  turn  our  attention,  fellow-citizens,  more  im- 
mediately to  tbe  internal  concerns  of  our  country,  and 
more  especially  to  those  on  which  its  future  welAre 
depends,  we  have  every  reason  to  anticipate  the  hap- 
piest results.  It  is  now  rsthcr  more  tun  fint^-foor 
years  since  we  declared  our  independence,  and  thirty- 
seven  since  it  was  acknowledged.  The  talents  and 
virtues  which  were  displayed  in  that  great  struggle 
were  a  sure  pressge  of  all  that  has  since  followed.  A 
people  who  were  able  to  surmount  in  their  infant 
state  such  great  perils,  would  be  more  competent  as 
they  rose  into  muihood  to  repel  any  which  they  mi^t 
meet  in  their  progress.  Their  physicsl  strength  weinld 
be  more  adequate  to  foreign  dsngw,  and  the  praetiee 
of  self-government,  aided  by  tbe  light  of  experience, 
could  not  fiiil  to  produce  an  effect  equally  salutary  on 
all  those  questions  connected  with  theinternsl  organi- 
zation. These  favorable  anticipations  have  been  real- 
ized. In  our  whole  system,  National  and  State,  we 
have  abunned  all  tbedefects  which  anceaaingly  preyed 
on  the  vttaU  and  destri^ed  the  ancient  republics.  In 
them  there  were  distinct  orders,  a  nobility  and  a  peo- 
ple, or  the  people  governed  in  one  assemMy.  Thus,  in 
tbe  one  instance  there  was  a  perpetnal  eonfliot  between 
tbe  orders  in  society  for  the  nscendancy,  in  which  the 
victory  of  either  terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  the 
Government  and  the  rain  of  the  State.  In  the  otiier, 
in  which  the  people  governed  in  a  body,  and  whose 
dominions  seldom  exceeded  the  dimensionB  of  a  county 
in  one  of  our  States,  a  tumultuous  and  disorderiy 
movement  permitted  only  a  transitory  exiitence.  In 
this  great  nation  there  is  but  one  order,  that  of  the 
people,  whose  power,  by  a  peculiarly  happy  improve- 
ment of  the  representative  principle,  is  transferred 
from  them  without  impairing  in  the  slightest  degree 
their  sovereignty,  to  bodies  of  their  own  creation,  and 
to  persons  sleeted  by  themselves,  ia  the  full  extent  ne- 
cessary for  all  the  purposes  of  free,  enlightened,  snd 
efficient  government.  The  wbde  system  is  elective, 
the  complete  sovereignty  being  in  the  people,  and  every 
officer  m  every  department  deriving  Vu  authority 
from  and  being  responsible  to  them  for  his  conduct. 

Our  career  has  correspondwl  vrith  this  great  outline. 
Perfection  in  our  organization  oould  not  have  been 
expeoed  in  the  ouleet,  either  in  die  National  or  State 
Governments,  or  in  tracing  the  line  between  thrir 
respective  powers.  But  no  serious  conflict  has  arisen, 
nor  any  contest  but  such  as  are  managed  by  argu- 
ment, and  by  a  fair  appeal  to  the  good  aenae  of  the 
people;  and  many  of  tbe  defects  which  experience 
had  clearly  demonstrated,  in  both  Governments,  hsve 

I been  remedied.  By  steadily  pursuing  this  course,  in 
this  spirit,  there  is  every  reason  to  beliave  thatonr 
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^■IMB  will  won  attain  tiie  lughMt  degrw  Qf  perfie- 
tion  of  which  baman  initiUitioDa  are  capablt,  and  ttiat 
the  morament,  in  all  iU  branches,  will  axhiUt  mcb  a 
dofrea  of  order  and  harmonj,  «■  to  command  the  ad- 
miratioD  and  respect  of  the  civilized  world. 

Oar  phyeical  attaiDmeots  have  not  been  leai  erai- 
nenu  rweDtj-five  jeara  ago  the  riTer  MiuiMippt 
was  shot  op,  and  oar  Western  brethren  had  no  outlet 
for  their  commerce.  What  has  bean  ths  progress 
mnce  that  Umal  Tha  river  baa  not  on^  baeome  the 
property  of  the  United  Btatea  from  its  aonrce  to  the 
ocean,  with  all  its  tribataiy  streams,  (with  the  excep- 
tion <^  the  upper  part  of  the  Red  river  only.)  bat  Loa< 
isiana,  with  a  Air  and  liberal  boundary  on  the  western 
aide,  and  the  Floridas  on  the  eastern,  have  been  ceded 
to  lu.  The  United  States  now  enjoy  the  complete 
and  naintermpted  sovereignty  over  the  whole  temtory 
from  St.  Croix  to  the  Sabine.  New  SUtes,  settled 
from  among  ooraelvas  in  thiit  and  in  other  puts,  have 
bean  admittied  into  oar  Unioui  in  cqaal  participatiMi 
in  the  national  sovereignty  with  the  original  States. 
Ovi  pf^lation  has  auginented  in  an  astonishing  dc 
fcae,  and  extended  in  every  direction.    We  now. 


Mbw^tiieDa,  comiviBe  within  oar  limita  the  diman* 
none  and  fiieaUiea  of  a  great  Power,  under  a  Govern- 
ment possessing  all  the  cneigiM  of  any  Oovemmant 
ever  known  to  the  old  worid,  with  an  attar  incapad^ 
to  oppress  the  people. 

Entering,  with  these  views,  the  office  which  I  have 
just  solemnly  sworn  to  execute  with  fidelity,  and  to 
the  utmoet  ^  my  abilitf,  I  derive  great  satisfaction 
from  a  knowledge  that  I  shall  be  assisted  in  the  aev- 
eral  deparunents  by  the  very  enlightened  and  upright 
eitisens  from  whom  I  have  received  ao  modi  aid  in 
tbe  praeeding  term*  With  full  eonfidenea  in  tbs  oon- 
tinuanoe  of  that  candor,  and  generooa  ladnlganeo, 
fi«m  my  feIlow>citizena  at  large,  which  1  have  hnralo- 
foia  experienced,  and,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  pro- 
tection (rf*  Almighty  God,  I  shall  forthwith  commapcn 
the  datiei  of  the  wgji  troat  to  wUdi  yon  have  called 
me. 

Daniel  D.  ToHPEtifs  took  the  Constitotionai 
oath  on  entering  his  second  term  of  service  in  the 
office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  at 
his  own  residence,  on  Saturday,  the  third  instant. 
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APPENDIX 


TO  THE  mSTORT  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS. 

[SBCOND  SESSION.] 

COMPRISmO  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIOINATINO  DURING  THAT  CON- 
ORESS,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BT  IT. 


SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLATE  TRADE.  | 

[Commaiiieated  to  tb«  Hoaw,  Janaar;  &,  18S1.]  i 
I  commuDicate  to  the  Hoase  of  Representatives 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State^  which,  with 
the  papers  accompuiyiiig  it,  contains  all  the  in- 
fonnauon  in  possession  of  the  Executive,  requested 
by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  4th  of  Decmi- 
bn,  on  thb  subject  of  the  African  sbre  trade. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wabhikotoii,  /on.  4, 1821. 


DspAaTUENT  or  State,  Jan.  4, 1821. 

The  Secretarjr  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  4th  ultimo,  requesting  the  communi- 
cation to  that  House  of  any  correspondence  that 
the  President  does  not  deem  it  inexpedient  to  dis- 
close, which  may  have  existed  between  the  Exec- 
utive of  the  United  States  and  the  Government 
of  any  of  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  African  slave  trade,  has  the  honor  of 
mbmittiDg  copies  of  the  papers  requested  the 
reBolation.  With  the  excgitton  of  a  note  from 
the  late  Spanish  Minister}  Onis^  communicating  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  Great  Brit- 
ain on  this  subject,  the  only  Qovernment  of  Eo- 
rope  with  whom  tnere  has  been  such  correspond- 
ence is  that  of  Qreat  Britain ;  and  them  papers 
contain  alt  that  has  piused  between  them,  on  the 
subject,  in  writing.  Since  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning, various  informal  conferences  between  him 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  have  been  held,  in 
which  the  proposals  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
have  been  tully  discussed,  without  effecting  a  re- 
moval of  the  objections  upon  which  the  President 
}iad,  in  the  first  instance,  found  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  declining  them.  They  have  not  yet 
terminated,  nor  have  any  written  communications 
passed  on  the  subject,  with  the  exc^ion  of  the 
note  from  Mr.  Canning  and  the  answer  to  it,  here- 
with submitted,  both  of  a  date  subsequent  to  that 
of  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

JOHN  Q.UINCT  ADAMS. 

16th  Con.  2d  Sebs.— 42 


Dm  Zouif     Ont>  io  the  Secretary  o/State. 

Wasbinqton,  May  14, 1818. 

Sir  :  The  introduction  of  negro  slaves  into 
America  was  one  of  the  earliest  measures  adopted, 
by  the  augtuit  ancestors  of  the  King  my  master, 
for  the  improvement  and  prospaitv  of  those  vast 
dominions,  veryshordy  after  their  oiscoverjr.  The 
total  inaptitude  of  the  Indians  to  various  useful, 
hut  painful  labors,  the  result  of  their  ignorance  <» 
all  the  conveniences  of  life,  and  the  imperfect  pro- 
gress in  civil  society,  made  it  necessary  to  have 
recoun>e  to  strong  and  active  laborers  for  breaking 
up  and  cultivatmg  the  earth.  With  the  double 
view  of  stimulating  them  to  active  exertion^  and 
of  promoting  the  population  of  those  countries,  a 
measure  was  resorted  to  by  Spain,  which,  although 
repugnant  to  her  feelings,  is  not  to  be  considered 
as  having  originated  the  system  of  slavery,  but  as 
having  materially  alleviated  the  evils  of  that 
which  already  existed,  io  consequence  of  a  bar- 
barous practice  of  the  Africans,  upon  saving  the 
lives  of^  a  considerable  portion  of  the  captives  in 
war,  whom  they  formerly  put  to  death.  By  the 
introduction  of  this  s;^stem,  the  negroes,  far  from 
suffering  additional  evils,  or  being  subjected,  while 
in  a  state  of  daverjN  to  a  more  {tainfnl  lire  than 
when  possessed  of  freedom  in  their  own  eoantrr, 
obtained  the  inestimable  advantage  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  true  Ood,  and  of  all  the  benefits  attmd- 
ant  on  civilization. 

The  benevolent  feelings  of  the  80Terei|;ns  of 
Spain  did  not,  however,  at  any  time  permit  their 
suojects  to  carry  on  this  trade,  but  by  special  U- 
ceose;  and  in  the  years  1789,  1798,  and  on  the 
22d  of  April,  1804,  certain  limited  periods  were 
fixed  for  the  importation  of  slaves.  Although  the 
last  terra  bad  not  expired  when  His  Majesty  our 
lord  Don  Ferdinand  the  Seventh  was  restored  to 
the  throne,  of  which  a  perfidious  usurper  had  at- 
tempted to  deprive  him.  His  Majesty,  on  resum- 
ing the  reins  of  Qovernment,  soon  perceived  that 
those  remote  countries  had  become  a  grey  to  civil 
fends,  and,  in  reflecting  on  the  most  e^tual 
means  of  restoring  order,  and  afibrding  them  all 
the  encouragement  of  wmch  they  are  susceptiblfi, 
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His  Majesty  discovered  that  the  iiamb»s  of  the 
natire  and  free  negroes  had  prodigiously  increased 
under  the  mild  regimen  of  the  Gorernment,  and 
the  humane  treatment  of  the  Spanish  slave  owners ; 
that  the  white  population  had  also  greatly  in- 
creased ;  that  the  climate  is  not  so  noxious  to  them 
as  it  was  before  the  lands  were  cleared  ;  and,  final- 
ly, that  the  advaatages  resulting  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Africa,  in  being  transported  to  cultivated 
countries,  are  no  longer  so  decided  and  exclusive, 
since  England  and  the  United  States  have  en- 
gaged in  me  noble  uudertaking  of  civilizing  than 
in  their  native  countr)r. 

All  these  considerations  combining  with  the  de- 
sire entertained  by  His  Majesty  of  co-operating 
with  the  Powers  of  Eurojpej  in  putting  an  end  to 
this  traffic,  wbieh^  if  ind^pitdy  continued,  might 
inTolve  them  all  m  the  most  serioos  evils,  have 
determined  His  Majesty  to  conelnde  a  treaty  with 
the  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Irdund,  by  which  the  abolition  of  the  stave 
trade  is  stipulated  and  agreed  on^  under  certain 
regulations,  and  I  have  received  hia  commands  to 
ddiver  to  the  President  a  copy  of  the  same,  His 
Majesty  feeling  confident  that  a  measure  so  com- 
zdetely  in  harmony  with  the  sentiments  of  this 
Government,  and  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Republic,  cannot  fail  to  be  a^eeable  to  him. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  satisfactory  duty,  I  now 
transmit  you  the  aforesaid  copy  of  the  treaty, 
which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before 
the  PresidenL  and  I  have  the  honor  to  renew  the 
assurances  of  my  distinguished  respect 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DB  ONIS. 


£sgtnet  of  aletter  from  Mr.  Rush  to  the  Secr^ry  of 
Sitae,  daied  Feb.  18,1818. 

"  You  will  probably  have  perceived,  by  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Hoose  of  Commons,  that  treaties 
have  been  formed  between  this  Government  and 
both  Spain  and  Portusal,  securing,  as  far  as  may 
be  done  by  treaty,  the  final  abolition,  after  a  spec- 
ified time,  not  very  remote,  of  the  slave  trade. 
Thus,  is  a  last  hand  to  be  put  to  the  work  of 
America,  whose  legislators  led  the  way,  wiUi 
Europe  aninst  them,  in  this  transcendant  moml 
reform.  But  it  is  a  triumph  which  as  little  the 
Courts  as  the  public  of  Europe  seem  willing  in 
any  shape  to  acknowledge.  The  palm  is  claimed 
by  others.  America  is  even  placed  in  fault.  In 
his  speech  on  the  Spanbh  treaty,  delivered  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  8th  mstant,  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  observed,  that  it  was  in  vain  for  Britain 
alone  to  shut  the  door  of  her  colonies  against  the 
slave  trade;  for  that,  unless  there  was  a  concert  of 
exclusion,  the  other  islands  of  the  Went  Indies, 
'and  the  southern  provinces  of  the  United  States, 
would  become  the  asylum  and  depot  of  it.'  I 
gladly  caught  the  opportunity  of  this  accidental 
meeting  [with  Lord  Castlereagh]  to  say  what  could 
not  have  been  otherwise  than  acceptable  to  the 
zeal  for  abolition.  I  stated  the  nature  of  our  laws. 
I  said,  I  felt  sure  that  he  would  hear  from  me  with 
pleasure,  that  it  was  upwards  of  nine  years  since 


the  traffic  had  been  abolished  thnnuhoat  the 
Union ;  and  that  so  far  had  our  acts  of  Congress 
carried  the  prohibition,  that  to  import  even  a  sin- 
gle slave  into  any  of  tne  States,  had,  during  the 
same  period,  been  denounced  as  an  offence  and 
subjected  to  unusually  xigorous  penalties  of  fine 
and  imprisonment.  His  Lordship  admitted  the 
prohibitions,  but  intimated  fears  lest  we  could  not 
enforce  them,  alluding  to  the  recent  state  of  things 
at  Amelia.  In  the  end^  he  invited  me  to  look  into 
all  their  conventions  with  other  Powers  upon  this 
subject,  with  a  view  to  future  conversation,  adding 
that  he  was  well  disposed  himself  to  a  proper  con- 
cert of  action  between  our  two  Governments  for 
the  more  effectual  extirpation  of  the  traffic. 

"I  shall  look  into  the  conventions  accordingly, 
and  wait  the  renewal  of  the  topic.  Wheuer 
policy  would  dictate  any  concert,  is  a  point  upon 
which,  not  being  instructed,  I  will  not  presume  to 
give  an^  opinion.  But  I  hope  I  do  not  misjudge 
m  thinking  that,  for  the  present,  I  am  merely  bound 
to  listen  to,  without  seeking  anv  furtha  conversa- 
tion. I  will  take  care  punctually  to  communicate, 
for  the  President's  information,  whatever  may  be 
said  to  me,  in  like  manner  as  my  duty  devolves  it 
upon  me  to  transmit  this  first  sentiment,  so  curso- 
rily thrown  out  by  Lord  Castlereagh.  It  will  be 
understood,  that,  in  adverting  to  our  municipal 
prohibitions,  I  intended  no  advance  to  the  pomt 
of  national  co-operation.  It  was  barely  for  the 
sake  of  an  incidental  and  gratuitous  vindication, 
after  public  remark,  which,  to  say  no  more,  was 
susceptible  of  unjust  interpretation.  On  his  allu- 
sion to  Amelia  Island,  I  reminded  him  that  it  was 
the  very  anzietv  to  prevent  the  illicit  introduction 
of  slaves  that  had  formed  a  ruling  motive  with 
the  President  for  breaking  ajp,  with  the  public 
force  itself,  the  establishment  at  that  place.^ 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from,  Mr.  Rush  to  the  SecrOary  of 
State. 

April  15, 1818. 
"  He  (Lord  Castlereagh)  next  spoke  of  the  slave 
trade.    The  Government  of  Great  Britaiu  felt,  he 
said,  an  increasing  desire  that  the  Government  <^ 
the  United  States  should  lend  itself  to  the  meas- 
ures of  regulation  goingforward  in  Europe  fu  iu 
complete  extirpation.   These  measures  mean,  in 
effect,  a  reciprocal  submission  to  the  right  of 
I  search.   He  explained  by  saying,  that  only  to  a 
limited  number  of  the  armed  vessels  of  each  of 
'  the  maritime  Slates  would  a  power  to  search  be 
.  deputed,  while  the  exercise  of  it  would  be  strictly 
I  forbidden  to  all  others.   It  was  contemplated,  he 
continued,  to  form,  out  of  an  association  of  these 
:  armed  vessels,  a  species  of  naval  police,  to  be 
I  stationed  chiefly  in  the  African  seas,  and  fjrom 
i  whose  harmonious  and  co-operating  efforts  the 
;  best  results  were  anticipated.   He  added,  that  no 
I  peculiar  structure,  or  previous  appearances  in  the 
vessel  searched,  no  presence  of  irons,  or  other  pre- 
sumptions of  criminal  intention ;  nothing  but  the 
actual  finding  of  slaves  on  board  was  ever  to  au- 
thorize a  seizure  or  detention.   He  said  that  they 
had  lately  pressed  Fmnee  upon  the  sutgect,  and 
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that  there  was  no  doubt  of  her  eventual  agree* 
ment.  The  recent  rote,  in  both  her  Cbambers, 
on  the  broad  principle  of  abolition,  he  regarded 
as  a  full  pledge  of  her  ulterior  steps. 

**I  K^ied,  that  I  was  sure  that  the  President 
would  listen,  with  an  ear  the  most  liberal,  to  what- 
erer  distiDct  proposals  were  made,  more  especiallv 
as  the  Unitea  States  had  been  loi^  awake,  as  well 
to  the  moral  guilt  aa  to  the  political  and  social 
evils  of  the  traffic,  and  had,  as  was  known,  aimed 
uninst  it  the  dennneiatioos  of  their  own  laws. 
The  distinct  propositions,  his  Lordship  gave  me 
reason  to  think,  would  be  made  known  before  long, 
through  Mr.  Bagot." 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  £tM&  to  Mr.  AdaiBUf 
dated  Londony  June  34,  1818. 

"In  two  former  de^tches  I  hare  mentioned 
what  Lord  Castlemg^  has  said  to  me  rdatiTe  to 
die  slare  trade.  In  mj  interview  with  him  on 
the  derenth  of  this  month,  he  spoke  of  it  in  a 
manner  more  formal  and  definitiTe.'' 
-  *'  He  first  alluded  to  the  late  treaties  concluded 
between  Great  Britain  and  several  of  the  Powers 
of  Europe  upon  this  subject.  Entering  into  con- 
rersation  upon  their  particular  nature  and  pro- 
Tisions,  he  said,  that  the  period  had  arrived  when 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  British  Qovemment  to  in- 
vite the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  join 
in  the  measures  which  Europe  was  so  generally 
adopting,  for  the  more  perfect  abolition  of  this 
traffic;  and  that  it  was  now  his  design  to  submit, 
through  me,  proposals  to  this  effect.  It  will  be 
perceived  by  my  despatch,  No.  14,  [April  15, 1818,J 
that,  at  that  period,  it  had  been  contemplated  to 
make  them  tbroogn  the  channel  of  the  English 
mission  at  Washington.  Wliat  may  have  led  to 
a  clunge  in  this  respect,  bis  Lord^ip  did  not 
8tat&  nor  did  I  deem  it  material  to  inquire. 

"It  had  occurred  to  him,  he  said,  lo  make  the 
ivoposals  by  sending  me,  accompanied  by  an  offi- 
eblnote,  entire  copies  of  all  the  treaties  in  ques- 
tion. They  would  best  unfold  the  grounds  and 
Iffinciples  upon  which  a  conc^  oi  action  had 
already  been  settled  by  the  States  that  were  par- 
ties to  them,  and  it  was  his  intention  to  ask  the 
accession  of  the  United  States  i^n  grounds  and 
piinciples  that  were  sinular.  He  achled,  that  he 
would  willingly  receive  my  suggestions  as  to  any 
other  course  uiat  might  strike  me  aa  better  adapted 
to  the  object.  I  replied,  that  none  appeared  to  me 
more  eligible,  and  that  whenever  he  would  enclose 
me  the  treaties,  I  would  lose  no  time  in  trans- 
mitting them,  IOC  the  consideration  of  the  Presi- 
dent" 

"It  naturally occuixed  tome, during  our  con- 
Tmation.  that  the  detached  and  distant  situation 
of  the  United  States,  if  not  other  causes,  might 
call  for  a  modification  in  some  parts  of  these  in- 
atmments,  admitting  that  the  broad  principle  of 
concert  met  uiprobation.  His  Lordship  upon  this 
point  was  full  m  assurances,  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment would  be  happy  to  listen  to  whatever 
modifications  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  might  think  fit  to  pn^ose.  Its  awdons  and 


only  desire,  he  said,  was,  to  see  a  convention 
formed  that  would  prove  free  from  all  objection, 
and  be  conducive  to  the  single  and  grand  object 
to  which  both  sides  looked.  He  ended  by  ex- 
pressing the  belief  which  was  felL  that  the  mart- 
time  co-operation  of  the  United  Statei  would 
usefully  contribute  to  the  adrancemmt  of  this 
great  work  of  humanity." 

"Nothing;  further  passed  necessary  to  the  full 
understanding  of  the  overture,  beyond  what  the 
documents  themselves  and  his  Lordship's  note,  are 
calculated  to  affoi^.  To  these  I  have,  therefore^ 
the  honor  to  refer,  as  disclosing,  in  the  most  au- 
thentic and  detailed  manner,  the  whole  views  of 
the  British  Gorernment  upon  this  interesting  sub- 
ject." 

Lord  Ca^lereoffh  to  Mr.  Sueh. 

FoREiON  OmcE,  June  20,  1818. 

Sir  :  The  distinguished  share  which  the  Gor- 
ernment of  the  United  States  has,  from  the  earliest 
period,  borne  in  adraneing  the  cause  abditim, 
makes  the  British  Gorernment  desirous  of  sub- 
mitting to  their  favonUe  considoation  whatever 
may  appear  to  them  calculated  to  bring  about  the 
final  aecoraplishment  of  this  great  work  of  hu- 
manity. 

The  landaUeanxiety  with  which  you  personally 
interest  yourself  in  whatever  is  passing  upon  this 
important  subject,  will  have  led  you  to  perceive 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Crown  of  Portugal, 
all  European  States  have  now  either  actually  pro- 
hibited the  traffic  in  slaves  to  their  subjects,  or 
fixed  an  early  period  for  its  cessation,  whilst  Portugal 
has  also  renounced  it  to  the  north  of  the  equator. 
From  May,  1820,  there  wilt  not  be  a  flag  which 
con  ItffoUjf  cover  th^  detested  traffic  to  the  north 
of  the  line,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the 
Portugese  may  also,  ere  long,  be  prepared  to  aban- 
don it  to  the  south  of  the  equator :  bnt,  so  long  as 
some  efiectual  concert  is  not  established  amonjjst 
the  principal  maritime  Powers,  for  preventing 
their  respective  flags  from  being  made  a  covert  for 
an  illicit  trade,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear 
(whatever  be  the  state  of  the  law  upon  this  sub- 
ject) that  the  evil  will  continue  to  exist,  and,  in 
proportion  as  it  assumes  a  contraband  form,  that 
It  will  be  carried  on  under  the  most  aggravating 
circumstances  of  cruelty  and  desolation. 

It  is  from  a  deep  conviction  of  this  truth,  founded 
upon  experience,  that  the  Brilir^h  Government,  in 
all  its  negotiations  upon  tbis  subject,  has  eudear- 
ored  to  combine  a  system  of  alliance  for  the  sup- 
pression of  this  most  abusive  practice,  with  the 
engagements  which  it  has  succeeded  in  lately  con- 
tracting with  the  Gorernment  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal lor  the  total  or  partial  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade.  I  have  now  Uie  honor  to  enclose  to  you 
copies  of  the  treaties  which  have  been  happily 
concluded  with  those  Powers,  together  with  the 
acts  which  have  recently  passed  the  Legislature, 
for  carrying  the  same  into  execution. 

I  have  also  the  satisfaction  to  transmit  to  you  a 
copv  of  a  treaty  which  has  been  recently  concluded 
with  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  for  the  like  pnr- 
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pose,  though  at  too  late  a  period  ia  the  session  to 
adnut  of  its  provisions  receiTiitg  the  sanction  of 
Parliament  I  am  induced  the  more  particularly 
to  call  your  attention  to  this  conrention,  as  it 
contains  provisions  which  are  calculated  to  limit, 
in  some  respects,  the  power  mutually  conceded 
by  the  former  treaties,  in  a  manner  which,  without 
essoitiaUy  weakening  their  force,  renders  them 
more  acceptable  to  the  contracting  parties. 

The  intimate  knowledge  which  you  possess  of 
this  whole  subject  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me, 
in  requesting  you  to  bring  those  documents  to  the 
obserration  of  your  Government,  to  accompany 
them  with  any  more  detailed  ex[danation.  What 
I  have  earnestly  to  he^  of  you  is,  to  bring  them 
under  the  serious  consideration  of  the  President, 
intimating  to  him  the  strong  wish  of  the  British 
Ooremment  that  the  exertions  of  the  two  States 
mar  he  ccnnbined  upon  a  somewhat  similar  prin- 
cipH,  in  wder  to  pat  down  thia  great  moral  diso- 
Mdicne&  wbeierer  it  may  be  committed;  to  the 
laws  of  both  countries.  I  am  confident  this  can- 
not eflfoctoally  be  done,  except  by  mutually  con- 
ceding to  each  other's  ships  of  war  a  qualified  right 
of  search,  with  a  power  of  detaining  the  vessels  of 
either  State,  with  slaves  actmUy  on  board. 

You  will  perceive  in  these  conventions  a  studi- 
ous, and,  I  trust,  a  successful  attempt,  to  narrow 
and  limit  this  |>ower  within  the  due  bounds,  and 
to  guard  it  against  perversion.  If  the  American 
Gh>Temment  is  disposed  to  enter  into  a  similar 
concert,  and  can  suggest  any  further  regulations, 
^e  better  to  obviate  abuse,  this  Qovemment  will 
be  most  ready  to  listen  to  any  suggestion  of  this 
nature,  their  only  object  being  to  contribute,  by 
every  effbrt  in  their  power,  to  pot  an  end  to  this 
diigracefnl  traffic. 

r lure  die  honor  to  be,  with  great  truth,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  hnmUe  servant, 

CASTLEREAOH. 


levelled.  Your  Lordship  wiH  pardon  me  this  al- 
lusion to  the  earnest  efibrts  of  the  United  States  to 
put  down  the  traffic  within  their  own  limits,  fall- 
ing in,  as  it  merely  does,  with  the  tribute  which 
you  have  been  [leased  to  pay  to  their  early  exer- 
tions in  helping  to  dry  up  tnis  prdific  source  of 
human  woe. 

Whether  any  causes  may  throw  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  their  uniting  in  that  concert  of  external 
measures,  in  which  Europe  generallv,  and  this 
nation  in  particular,  are  now  so  happily  engaged, 
the  more  effectually  to  banish  from  the  world  this 
great  enormity,  I  dare  not,  in  the  total  absence  c£ 
all  instructiotti^  presume  to  intimate,  moeh  leu 
have  I  anropimon  of  my  own  to  offernpmi  asab- 
ject  so  fiiU  of  delicacy  and  intoest.  But  it  is  still 
eft  to  me  to  say,  that  I  shall  perform  a  doty  pecu- 


liarly gratifying  in  tnumnittittg,  by  the  earliest 
omxwbmities,  eoides  of  your  L<»raship's  note,  with 
the  documents  which  aeeonipanied  it,  to  my  Qot- 
ernment,  and  I  sufficiently  know  the  pennuwU 
sensibili^  which  pervades  all  its  councils  npoa 
this  subject,  to  promise  that  the  overture,  which 
the  former  embraces,  will  receive,  from  the  Pres- 
ident, tiie  full  and  anxious  consideration  due  to  its 
importance,  and,  above  all,  to  the  enlarged  philan- 
thropy on  the  part  of  this  Gtovemment,  by  which 
it  has  been  dictated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consid- 
eration, your  Lordship's  obedient  faiuifal  servant, 
RICHARD  RUSH. 


Mr.  Ru^  to  Lord  Casdereoffk. 

London,  June  23, 1818. 

Mv  Loan :  I  have  been  honored  with  your 
Lordship's  note  of  the  tvrentieth  of  this  month, 
endosing  copies  of  treaties  recently  concluded  be- 
tween this  Qovemment  and  the  Government  of 
Portugal,  Spain,and  the  Netherlands,  respectively, 
in  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  and  designed  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  this  su^ect,  with  a  view  to  its  co-opera- 
tion upon  principles  similar  to  those  held  out  in 
tlwse  treaties,  in  measures  that  may  tend  to  the 
more  complete  and  universal  abolition  of  the  traffic. 

The  United  Stales,  from  an  early  day  of  their 
history,  have  regarded  with  deep  and  uniform  ab- 
horrence the  existence  of  a  traffic  attended  by  such 
complications  of  misery  and  guilt.  Its  trancend- 
ant  evils  roased,  throughout  all  ranks,  a  corres- 
ponding zeal  for  their  extirpation.  One  step  fol- 
lowed another  until  humanity  triumphed,  and 
against  its  continuance,  under  any  shape^  by  its 
own  citizens,  the  most  absolute  prohibitions  of 
their  code  have,  for  a  period  of  more  than  ten 
years,  been  rigorously,  and,  it  is  hoped,  beneficially 


Ea^tmct  of  a  later  from  the  Secretarv  of  Slate  to 
Me$m.  QaUat^  and  Ruah^  dated  D^artmeiU  nf 
State,  Nat)mber  2, 18l8. 

"Slave  Tfuns. 
"The  President  desires  that  you  would  make 
known  to  the  British  Government,  his  seodUlity 
to  the  friendly  spirit  of  confidence  with  which  tlw 
treaties  lately  contracted  by  Great  Britain  with 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands,  and  the 
l^slative  measures  of  Parliament,  founded  upon 
them,  have  been  communicated  to  this  Grovem- 
men^  and  the  invitation  to  the  United  States  to 
join  in  the  same  or  similar  arrangements  has  been 
given.  He  wishes  you  also  to  give  the  strtngest 
assurances  that  the  solicitude  of  the  United  States 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  common  object, 
the  total  and  final  abolition  of  that  odious  traffic, 
continues  with  all  the  earnestness  which  has  so 
lon^  and  so  steadily  distinguished  the  comae  of 
their  policy  in  relation  to  it.  As  an  evidenoe  of 
this  earnestness,  he  requests  yon  to  eomnranicale 
to  them  a  cony  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last 
session,  in  aadition  to  the  act  of  1807,  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  Unitea  State^ 
(Acts  of  the  last  session,  chapter  86,  page  81,)  ana 
to  declare  the  readiness  of  this  Gov«nmen^  within 
their  Constitutional  powers,  to  adopt  any  further 
measures,  which  experience  may  prove  to  be  ne- 
cessary, for  the  purpose  of  attaining  so  desiralile 
an  end. 

"  But  you  will  observe  that,  in  examining  the 
provisions  of  the  treaties  communicated  by  Lord 
Castlereagh,  all  their  essential  articles  appear  to 
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be  of  a  ehancter  not  adapted  to  the  institutions  or 
to  the  ciremnstanees  ffifthe  t7nited  States. 

"  The  power  agreed  to  be  reciprocally  given  to 
the  officers  of  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party  to 
enter,  search,  capture,  and  carry  into  port  for  ad- 
jadication,  the  merchant  r^sels  of  the  other,  how- 
erer  qualified  and  restricted,  is  most  essentiaUy 
connected  with  the  institution  by  each  treaty  of 
two  mixed  courts,  one  of  which  to  reside  la  the 
external  or  colonial  possessions  of  each  of  the  two 
parties,  respeetirely.  This  part  of  the  system  is 
indispensable  to  ^ve  it  that  character  of  recipro- 
city, without  which,  the  right  muted  to  the  armed 
diipii  one  natioii  to  search  the  merchant  vessels 
of  another,  would  be  rather  a  mark  of  Tassalaee 
than  of  independence.  But,  to  this  part  of  me 
a^tem,  the  United  States,  having  no  eolimies, 
cither  on  the  coast  of  Africa  or  in  the  West  Indies, 
cannot  give  effect 

"Ton  will  add  that,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  provided,  the  judicial  power  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme 
Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Coogress 
may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  estaUish.  It 
provides  that  the  judges  of  these  courts  shall  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour ;  and  Uiat  they 
shall  be  removable  by  impeachment  and  convic- 
tion of  crimes  or  misdemeanors.  There  may  be 
some  doubt  whether  the  power  of  the  Gtovemmeot 
of  the  United  States  is  competent  to  institute  a 
court  for  the  carrying  into  execution  their  penal 
atatotes,  beyond  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
a  court  coDsistii^  partly  of  foreign  judges,  not 
amenable  to  impeachment  far  ctHrruption,  and  de- 
ciding upon  atatates  of  the  United  States  without 
anwaL 

"  That  the  disposal  of  the  negroes,  found  on 
board  the  slave-ttading  vessels,  which  might  be 
condemned  by  the  sentence  of  tnese  mixed  courts, 
cannot  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  United  States ; 
for,  if  the  daves  of  a  vessel  condemned  by  the 
mixed  court  should  be  delivered  over  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  as  freemen,  tbey 
could  not,  but  by  their  own  consent,  be  employed 
as  servants  or  free  laborers.  The  condition  of  the 
blacks  being,  in  this  Union,  rwilated  by  the  mn- 
nicipel  laws  of  the  separate  States,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  can  neither  guaranty 
their  Itbwty  in  the  States  where  they  could  only 
be  received  as  slaves,  nor  control  than  in  the  States 
vhere  they  would  be  recoonised  as  free. 

"  That  the  admisrion  of  a  right  in  the  officers 
of  foreign  ships  of  war  to  enter  and  search  the 
Tessels  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  peace,  un- 
der any  circonstanees  whatever,  would  meet  with 
universal  repugnance  in  the  public  opinion  of  this 
country ;  that  there  would  be  no  prospect  of  a  rat- 
ification, by  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
any  stipulation  of  that  nature;  that  the  search  by 
foreign  officers^  even  in  time  of  war,  is  so  obnox- 
ious to  the  feelings  and  recoUectioDs  of  this  coun- 
try, that  nothing  could  reconcile  them  to  the  ex- 
tension of  it,  however  qualified  or  restricted,  to  a 
time  of  peace;  and  that  it  would  be  viewed  in  a 
still  more  aggravated  light  if,  as  in  the  treaty  with 
the  Netherlands,  connected  with  a  formal  admis- 


sion that  even  vessels  under  convoy  ttf  ships  of 
war  of  their  own  nation,  should  be  luble  to  search 
by  the  ships  of  war  of  another. 

"  You  will  tfaoefore  express  the  regret  of  the 
President  that  the  stipulations  in  the  treaty  com- 
municated by  Lord  Castlereagh,  are  of  a  charac- 
ter to  which  the  peculiar  situation  and  institutions 
of  the  United  States  do  not  permit  them  to  accede. 
The  Constitutional  objection  may  be  the  more 
readily  understood  by  the  British  Cabinet,  if  they 
are  reminded  that  it  was  an  obstacle  proceeding 
from  the  same  principle  which  prevented  Great 
Britain  from  becoming,  formally,  a  party  to  the 
Holy  Alliance.  Neither  can  they  be  at  a  lens  to 
percdTe  the  cmbarnusmott  under  which  wc  should 
oe  idaced  by  receiving  cargoes  of  African  negroes, 
and  be  bound  at  once  to  guaranty  thdr  liberty, 
and  to  employ  them  as  servants.  Whether  thvr 
will  be  as  ready  to  enter  into  our  feelings  win 
rward  to  the  search  by  foreign  navy  lieutauulB^ 
01  vessels  under  convoy  of  our  own  nary  com- 
manders, is  perhaps  of  no  material  importance. 
The  other  reasons  are  presumed  to  be  amply  snffi- 
cirat  to  convince  them  that  the  motives  for  de- 
clining this  overture,  are  compatible  with  an  ear- 
nest wish  that  the  measures  concerted  by  these 
treaties  mav  prove  successful  in  extirpating  that 
root  of  ntmiberless  evils,  the  traffic  in  htmian  blood, 
and  with  the  determination  to  co-operate  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  our  powers,  in  this  great  vindica- 
tion of  the  sacred  rights  of  humanity." 


Copy  <ifa  later  from  Mr.  Rush  to  Lord  QuOena^ 
dated 

LoiTDOii,  Deoeater  81,  idlS. 

The  undersigned)  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  present  his  compliments  to  1mm 
Castlereagh. 

In  the  note  of  the  twenty-third  of  June,  which 
the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  address  to  his 
Lordship,  in  answer  to  his  Lordship's  commnnt- 
cation  of  the  twentieth  of  the  same  month,  rela- 
tive to  the  slave  trade,  the  undersigned  had  great 
pleasure  in  giving  the  assurance  that  he  would 
transmit  a  copy  of  that  communieation  to  his  Gov- 
ernment^ together  with  the  documents  which  ac- 
companied It,  being  copies  of  treaties  entered  into 
on  the  part  of  Great  mitain,  with  Spain,  Portu- 
gal, and  the  Netherlands,  for  the  more  complete 
abolition  of  the  odious  traffic  in  slaves.  He  ac- 
cordingly lost  no  time  in  fulfilling  that  duty,  and 
has  now  the  honor  to  infonn  his  Lorddiip  <»  the 
instructions  with  which  he  has  been  furnished  by 
his  Government  in  reidy. 

He  has  been  distincUy  commanded,  in  the  first 
place,  to  make  known  the  sensibility  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  friendlv  spirit  of  confidence  in  which 
these  treaties,  and  tnelegislative  measures  of  Parlia- 
ment founded  upon  them,havebeen  communicated 
to  the  United  States,  and  to  the  invitation  which 
has  been  given  that  they  would  join  in  the  same 
or  similar  arrangements,  the  more  effectually  to 
accomidish  the  beneficent  object  to  which  they 
look.  He  is  further  commanded  to  give  xht  strong- 
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est  assurances  that  the  solicitude  of  the  United 
States  for  the  aniversal  extirpation  of  this  traffic 
continues  with  all  the  earnestness  which  so  long 
and  steadily  distinguished  the  course  of  their  policy 
in  relation  to  it.  uf  their  general  prohibitory  law 
of  1807,  it  is  unnecessary  that  the  undersigned 
should  speakf  his  Lordship  being  already  apprized 
of  its  prorisions;  among  which  the  authority  to 
em^oy  the  national  force,  as  auxiliuy  to  its  exe- 
entioOf  will  not  have  escaped  attention.  But  he 
has  it  in  charg^  to  make  Imown,  as  a  new  pledge 
of  their  unremitting  and  active  desiie  in  the  cause 
of  abolition,  that,  so  lately  as  the  month  of  April 
last,  another  act  of  Congress  was  passed,  by  which, 
not  only  are  the  citizens  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States  mterdicted  from  carrying  on,  or  being  m 
any  way  engaged  in,  the  traoi^  but  in  which,  also, 
the  best  precautions  that  legislative  enactments 
can  devise,  or  their  penalties  enforce,  are  raised 
up  against  the  introduction  into  their  territories  of 
mves  from  abroad,  under  whatever  pretext  at- 
tempted, and  especially  from  dominions  which  lie 
more  immediatuy  in  their  neighborhood.  A  copy 
of  this  act  is  herewith  enclosed  for  the  more  par- 
ticular information  of  his  Lordship.  That  pecu- 
liarity in  the  eu;hth  section  which  throws  upon  a 
defendant  the  hbor  of  proof  as  the  condition  of 
acquittal,  the  undersignea  persuades  himself  will 
be  r^araed  as  signaUy  manifesting  an  anxietr  to 
suppress  the  hawul  offence,  departing  as  it  noes 
from  the  analogy  of  criminal  jurisprudence  which 
so  generally  requires  the  independent  and  positive 
establishment  of  guilt  as  the  first  step  in  every 
public  prosecution.  To  measures  of  such  a  char- 
acter, thus  early  adopted  and  sedulously  pursued, 
the  undersigned  is  further  commanded  to  say,  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  acting 
within  the  pale  of  its  Constitutional  powers,  wiO 
always  be  ready  to  superadd  any  others  that  ex- 
perience may  prove  to  be  necessary  for  attaining 
the  desirable  end  in  view. 

But,  on  examining  the  provisions^of  the  treaties, 
which  your  Lordship  honored  the  undersigned  by 
eommonieating,  it  has  appeared  to  the  President 
that  their  essential  articles  are  of  a  character  not 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  or  to  the  institutions 
of  the  United  Stales. 

The  powers  agreed  to  be  given  to  the  ships  of 
war  of  either  ^urty  to  search,  capture,  and  carry 
into  port  for  adjudication^  the  merchant  ve^els  of 
the  other,  however  qoaMed,  is  connected  with 
the  establishment,  by  each  treaty,  of  two  mixed 
ooorts ;  one  of  which  is  to  have  its  seat  in  the 
colonial  possessions  of  the  parties  respectively. 
The  institution  of  such  tribunals  is  necessarily  re- 
garded as  fundamental  to  the  whole  arrangement, 
whilst  their  pecoliar  structure  is  doubtless  intend- 
ed, and  would  seem  to  be  indispensable,  towards 
imparting  to  it  a  just  reciprocity.  But  to  this  part 
of  the  system,  the  United  States,  having  no  colo- 
nies npoa  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  the  West  Indies, 
or  dsewhere,  cannot  give  effect. 

Moreover,  the  powers  of  government  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whilst  they  can  only  be  exercised  within 
the  mnts,  are  also  subject  to  the  restrictions  of 
die  Federal  ConsUtution.   By  the  latter  instru- 


ment, all  judicial  power  is  to  be  vested  in  a  Su- 
preme Court,  and  in  such  other  inferior  courts  as 
Congress  may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  estab- 
lish. It  further  jHTOvides,  that  the  judges  of  these 
courts  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  beha- 
viour, and  be  removable  on  impeachment  and  con- 
viction of  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  There  are 
serious  doubts  whether,  ob^ing  the  nnrit  of  these 
injunctions,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
wotild  be  competent  to  a|^>ear  as  party  to  the  in- 
stitution of  a  eoart  for  carrying  into  eneotton 
their  penal  statutes  in  places  out  <n  their  own  terri- 
tory— a  court  consisting  partly  of  foreign  judges 
not  liable  to  impeachment  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  and  deciding  upon  their  statutes 
without  af^al. 

A«un :  Obstacles  would  exist  towards  giving- 
validity  to  the  disposal  of  the  negroes  found  od 
board  the  slave-trading  vessels,  condemned  by  the 
sentence  of  the  mixed  courts.  If  they  should  be 
delivered  over  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  freemen,  they  could  not,  but  by  that 
own  consent,  be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labor- 
ers. The  condition  of  negroes  and  other  peoj^ 
of  color  in  the  United  States  being  twilated  by 
the  municipal  laws  of  the  separate  States,  the 
Government  of  the  former  could  neither  guaranty 
their  liberty  in  the  States,  where  they  cnild  only 
be  received  as  slaves,  nor  control  them  in  tut 
States  where  they  would  be  recognised  as  free^ 
The  provisions  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  which  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to 
enclose,  will  be  seen  to  point  to  this  obstacle^  and 
may  be  taken  as  still  nir.ther  ez^ualory  of  its- 
nature. 

These  are  some  of  the  principal  reasons  which, 
arrest  the  assent  of  the  President  to  the  very  frank 
and  friendly  overture  contained  in  your  Lordi  hip's- 
communication.  Having  their  foundation  in  Con- 
stitutional impediments,  the  Gtovernment  of  His- 
Britannic  Majesty  will  know  how  to  appeciate 
their  force.  It  will  be  seen  how  compatible  they 
are  with  the  most  earnest  wishes  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  that  the  men  Mires  coneerted  hr 
these  treaties  may  bring  about  the  total  downfaU 
of  the  traffic  in  human  blood;  and  wiUi  their  de- 
termination to  co-operate,  to  the  utmost  extent 
of  their  Constitutional  power,  towards  this  great 
consummation  so  impenonsly  due  at  the  hands 
of  all  nations  to  the  jnst  wrongs  and  sufferings  of 
Africa. 

The  undersigned  pra^s  Lord  Castlereagh  to  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of^his  distinguished  consi^ 
eration. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 


Mr.  Ruth  to  a*  Secretary  of  Stat^Ea^raet. 

London,  MareA  5,  1819. 

"  Lord  Castlereagh  sent  me,  a  few  days  ago^ 
the  enclosed  printed  parliamentary  docum^L  it 
will  be  found  to  comprise  a  varie^  of  inierestiwr 
papers  relating  to  the  slave  trade,  exhibiting  afi 
that  has  lately  been  done  by  the  Powers  of  Enmpe 
upon  the  subject,  and  the  actual  and  preeue  loos- 
ing upon  which  it  now  stands.  Its  receipt  waa 
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the  first  notice  that  I  had  in  any  shape  of  the  fact 
of  the  publication,  or  of  there  Mtog  any  intention 
to  publish  my  nt^  to  this  Government  of  the 
^  of  June  and  21st  of  December.  It  will  be 
seen,  from  one  of  the  papers,  how  nnequirocal 
and  animated  has  been  the  refusal  of  France  to 
allow  her  Tessels  to  be  boarded  and  searched  at 
sea  for  slaves.  Now,  there  is  aotbing  more  evi- 
dent, as  may  be  collected  from  my  despatch  of  the 
15th  of  last  A  pril,  than  that  thjs  is  a  result  which, 
at  that  period,  Lord  Castlereagh  did  not  antici- 
pate. Nevertheless,  it  would  seem,  from  a  pas- 
sage in  his  Lordship's  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst^  from 
Paris,  dated  the  10th  of  December,  the  last  paper 
in  the  eollection,  and  written  subsequently  to  all 
the  conferences  and  declarations  at  Aix  la  Cha- 
pdle,  that  he  still  indulges  a  sanguine  expectation 
that  *the  French  Government  may  be  brought,  at 
no  distant  period,  to  unite  their  naval  exertions 
with  those  of  the  other  allied  Powers,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  trade.'  Some  of  the  evidence  fur- 
nished by  the  African  Society,  in  London,  and 
from  Sierra  Leone,  as  to  the  extent  in  whicu  the 
trade  continues  to  be  unlawfully  carried  on,  may 
probably  command  attention  in  the  United  States. 

"What  communications  may,  at  any  former 
periods,  have  been  made  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  Government  of  France, 
Russia,  or  Prussia,  through  any  ch.annel,  either  in 
Europe  or  at  Washington,  of  their  intentions  in 
regard  to  this  naval  combination  for  putting  down 
the  traffic,  I  am  not  informed.  It  is  impossible  to 
refrain  frbm  remarking,  that,  to  me,  they  renk^ined 
utterly  unknown,  untu  I  saw  them  recorded  in 
these  pages  of  a  docnmrat  given  to  the  world  by 
England." 


Extract  of  a  letter  fr<m  Mr.  Rush  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  datdd  Londm,  November  10,  1819. 
"On  the  7th  of  this  month  I  received  a  note 
from  Lord  Castlereagh,  requesting  that  I  would 
call  upon  him  at  his  house  on  the  9th.  I  waited 
upKin  him  at  the  time  appointed. 

His  object,  he  stated,  was  to  say  to  me,  that 
the  Qovernment  of  Great  Britain  had  lost  none  of 
its  anxiety  to  see  produced  among  nations,  more 
universal  and  effective  cooperation  than  had  yet 
been  witnessed,  for  the  total  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade.  It  was  still  carried  on,  he  observed,  to  an 
extent  that  was  aflUcting.  In  some  respects,  as 
the  evldoice  collected  by  the  African  Institution 
and  from  other  sources  would  showj  the  voyages 
were  marked  by  more  than  all  their  original  out- 
rages upon  humanity.  Itvras  the  intention  of  the 
Prmce  Kegent  agam  to  invite  the  United  States 
to  n^tiate  upon  the  subject,  in  the  hope,  not- 
withstanding what  had  heretofore  passed,  that 
some  practicable  mode  might  still  be  adopted  by 
which  they  could  consent  to  become  party  to  the 
association  for  finally  extirpating  the  traffic.  That 
I  was  aware  of  the  addresses  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  his  Royal  Highness  by  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  for  the 
renewal  of  negotiations  with  the  Governments  both 
of  the  United  States  and  France,  to  effectuate  this 


most  desirable  end.  That  it  was  his  Lordship^ 
design  to  enclose  to  me^  at  an  early  day,  copies  of 
these  addresses,  as  a  foundation  upon  which  to 
btiild  in  the  new  endeavor  which  this  Government 
was  now  prepared  to  make.  In  doing  so,  his  ob- 
ject, however,  merely  would  be,  that  of  bespeak- 
ing my  interposition  towards  making  knovrn  to- 
the  President  the  measures  contemplated  :  since  it 
was  intended  that  all  further  negotiation  should  be 
carried  on  at  Washington.  This  he  thought  in- 
dispensable after  the  past  failure,  as  it  could  not 
be  supposed  that  I  was  prepared  with  any  new 
authority  or  instructions  to  resume  it  upon  this- 
side  of  the  water.  That  the  new  Ministo*,  Mr. 
Canning,  who,  his  Lordship  now  informed  m^ 
was  to  sail  as  early  in  the  Spring  as  praclteable^ 
would  accordingly  have  the  whole  subject  in- 
charge,  and  be  prepared  to  enter  upon  it  on  his: 
arrival,  under  ardent  hopes  for  an  attspicioos  ter' 
minatioo  of  his  labors.  I  replied  that  1  would,  Im 
the  same  spirit  as  before,  make  known  the  commU' 
nicatiott  to  my  Grovernment.  I  adverted  again  to 
the  obstacles  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  interposed  to  the  project;  and  also  to  the 
peculiar  and  extreme  caution  with  which  the  mo- 
mentous question  of  search  mingled  with  it  would 
be  looked  at  throughout  every  part  of  the  country. 
I  said  that  these  reasons  superadded  themselves  to 
that  derived  from  the  failure  of  the  attempt  already 
made  here  to  give  great  propriety,  as  it  struck  me, 
to  a  change  of  the  scene  of  negotiation.  That  if 
any  thing  could  be  done,  it  could  be  done  only,  ot 
at  all  ereata  be  done  best,  at  Washington.  Tnat 
the  President,  I  was  sore,  continued  to  possess 
his  original  sensibility  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  would  entertain  any  proposals,  diffiar- 
entiy  modified,  that  were  submitted,  with  the  same 
anxious  dispositions  as  ever,  for  a  uvoraUe  result 
to  their  objects. 

"  The  conversation  went  off  by  reference  on  my 
part  to  the  Holy  League.  I  remarked  that,  as 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  had  declared, 
that  the  principles  of  that  league  bad  its  entire  ap- 
probation, although  it  had  not  formally  become  a 
party  to  it,  so  the  United  States,  acting  within 
their  Constitutional  limits,  had  long  and  earnestly 
striven,  and  would,  it  might  be  confidently  ai- 
firmed,  though  restrained  from  going  hand  in  hand 
with  Europe,  always  contiuoe  their  efforts  in  the 
same  beneficent  spirit,  for  putting  down  totally 
the  dave  trade.  It  is  wdl  known  that  the  Earl  u 
Liverpool,  not  longer  ago  than  last  Felmiary,  de- 
scribed, in  the  House  of  Peers,  the  character  of 
this  league,  as  well  as  the  insuratountable  iinpedi- 
ment  wnicn  held  back  this  country  from  signing 
it.  He  distinctly  declared  that,  as  the  signatures 
were  all  in  the  autt^raph  of  the  respective  sover- 
eigns, England^  in  point  of  form,  could  never  ac- 
cede to  it ;  for  It  was  not  consistent  with  her  con- 
stitution mat  the  Prince  Regent  should  himself 
sign  such  an  instrument,  without  the  intervention 
01  a  responsible  Minister.  Upon  my  reminding 
Lord  Castlereagh  of  this  declaration,  which  I  was 
the  more  ready  to  do  so  since  it  was  your  wish 
that  the  illustration  should  be  brought  into  view, 
he  candidly  admitted  that  we  too  doubtless  haa 
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our  Constitutional  embarrassments:  but  he  never- 
thdos  hoped  that  such,  and  all  othent,  might,  hy 
proper  mooifications  of  the  plan,  he  overcome." 


Jfr.  Canniaff  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Washington,  Dec.  20,  1819. 

The  undersigned,  His  Britannic  Majesty's  En- 
TOf  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni^tentiary, 
took  an  early  opportunity,  after  his  arriral  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  to  inform  Mr.  Adams  that, 
in  parsuance  of  Lord  Castl«eagh's  note,  dated  the 
11th  Norember,  1819,  eommiiDieatiz|g  to  Mr. 
Rnsh  an  addrew  of  both  Houses  of  I^rliament, 
reUting  to  the  African  slave  trade,  he  was  in- 
stractcd  to  bring  that  important  question  again 
under  the  consideration  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, in  the  hope  of  being  found  practicable  so  to 
combine  the  preventive  measures  of  the  two  coun- 
tries as  materially  to  accelerate  the  total  extinc- 
tion of  an  evil,  which  both  have  long  united  in 
condemning  and  opposing. 

Mr.  Adams  will  find  no  difficulty  in  recollecting 
the  several  conversations  which  nave  passed  b^ 
tween  him  and  the  undersigned  on  this  subject ; 
he  will  remember  that  the  last  of  those  conversa- 
tions, which  took  place  towards  the  close  of  Oc- 
tober, was  terminated  with  an  assurance  on  his 
part,  that  the  proposals  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment would  be  taken  into  full  ddib^tion  as  soon 
after  the  meeting  of  Congress  as  the  state  of  pub- 
lic boainen  would  allow,  with  a  sincere  disposi- 
tion to  remove  any  impediments  which  appeared 
It  first  sight  to  stand  in  the  way  of  their  accep- 
tance. 

An  interval  of  considerable  length  having 
elapsed  since  that  period,  the  undersigned  is  per- 
suaded that  Mr.  Adaoas  will  shortly  be  at  liberty 
to  communicate  the  definitive  sentiments  of  his 
Government  on  a  subject  which  is  of  too  deep  and 
too  general  an  importance  not  to  engage  the  at- 
tention and  benevolent  feelings  of  the  United 
States. 

In  this  persuasion,  the  undersigned  conceives  it 
unnecessary,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  go  over 
the  various  grounds  which  formed  the  matter  of 
his  late  conversations  with  Mr.  Adams. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  done  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic  for  the  suppression  of  the  Af- 
rican slave  trade,  it  is  notorious  that  an  illicit 
commerce,  attended  with  aggravated  sufi'erings  to 
its  unhappy  victims,  is  still  carried  on ;  and  it  is 
generally  acknowledged  that  a  combined  system 
of  maritime  police  can  alone  afibid  the  means  of 
putting  it  down  with  effect. 

That  concurrence  of  principle  in  the  condem- 
nation and  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade,  which 
has  so  honorably  distinguished  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  seems  naturally  and  unavoidably  to  lead 
to  a  concert  of  measures  between  the  two  Grov- 
emments,  the  moment  that  such  co-operation  is 
fccc^isal  as  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of 
their  mutual  purpose.  It  cannot  be  anticipated 
that  either  of  the  parties,  discouraged  by  such 
difllealties  as  are  inseparable  from  all  nnman 


transactions  of  any  magnitude,  will  he  contented  to 

acquiesce  in  the  continuance  of  a  practice  so 
grantly  immoral ;  especially  at  the  present  farora- 
ble  period,  when  the  slave  trade  is  completdy 
abolished  to  the  north  of  the  equator,  and  counte- 
nanced by  Portugal  alone  to  the  south  of  that 
line. 

Mr.  Adams  is  fully  acquainted  with  the  par- 
ticular measures  recommended  by  His  Majesty's 
Ministers  as  best  calculated,  in  their  opinion,  to 
attain  the  object  which  both  parties  have  in  view ; 
but  he  need  not  be  reminded  that  the  Eo^iah. 
Governm^tt  in  too  sincere  in  the  puisoit  of  thnt 
common  object,  to  press  the  adoption  of  its  own 
proposals,  however  satisfactory  in  themselves,  to 
the  exclusion  of  any  su^estions  equally  conducive 
to  the  same  end,  and  more  agreeable  to  the  insti- 
tutions or  prevailing  opinion  of  othu  nations. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  o^giortunity  to 
offer  Mr.  Adams  the  asaorance  of  bu  high  con- 
sideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 


The  Seeretary  of  Stats  to  Mr.  Camnnff. 
Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Dee.  30,  1820. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
note  of  the  20th  instant,  in  reply  to  which,  I  am 
directed  by  the  President  of  the  IJnited  States  to 
inform  you  that,  conformably  to  the  assurances 

S'ven  you  in  the  conversation  to  whicli  yon  rrfer, 
e  proposals  made  by  your  Government  to  the 
United  States,  invitioff  their  accession  to  the 
arrangements  contained  in  certain  treaties  with 
^in,  Portugal,  and  the. Netherlands,  to  which 
G&eat  Britain  is  the  reciprocal  contracting  party, 
have  again  been  taken  into  the  most  serious  ddio- 
eration  of  the  President,  with  an  anxious  desire  of 
contributing,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  powers 
within  the  competency  of  this  Govemmoit,  and 
by  means  compatible  with  its  duties  to  the  rights 
of  its  own  citizens,  and  with  the  princiiJes  of  its 
national  independence,  to  the  effectualand  final 
sumiression  ot  the  African  slave  trade. 

At  an  earlier  period  of  the  communications  be- 
tween the  two  Grovernments  upon  this  subject,  the 
President,  in  manifesting  his  sensibility  to  the 
amicable  spirit  of  confidence  with  which  the  mea- 
sures, concerted  between  Great  Britain  and  some 
of  her  European  allies,  had  been  made  known  to 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  free  and  candid  offief 
of  admitting  the  United  States  to  a  participation 
in  these  measures,  had  instructed  the  Miniata  of 
the  United  States  residing  near  your  Government 
to  rej^esent  the  difficulties,  resulting  as  wdl  from 
certain  principles  of  international  law,  of  the 
deepest  and  most  painful  interest  to  these  United 
States,  as  from  limitations  of  authority  prescribed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  thele^dative 
and  executive  depositaries  of  the  national  power, 
which  placed  him  under  the  necessity  of  deciiidag 
the  proposal.  It  had  been  stated  that  a  compact, 
giving  the  power  to  the  naval  officers  of  one  nation 
to  search  the  merchant  vessels  of  another  U*  offla- 
ders  and  offences  against  the  laws  of  the  Utter, 
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faicked  bjr  a  further  power  to  seize  and  carry  ioto 
a  foreign  port,  and  there  subject  to  the  decision  of 
a  tritHinal  composed  of  at  least  oae-half  foreigners, 
irresponsiUe  to  the  supreme  corrective  tribaoal  oi 
this  UnioUj  and  not  amenable  to  the  control  of 
impeachment  for  official  misdemeanor,  was  an  in- 
restmeot  of  power  over  the  penons,  property,  and 
reputation,  of  the  citizens  of  this  country,  not  only 
unwarranted  by  any  delegation  of  soTereign  power 
to  the  National  Qoremment,  bat  so  adreise  to  the 
elementary  principles  and  indispensable  securities 
of  indiTidnal  tiffhte,  interwoven  in  all  the  political 
institutions  of  Uiis  countrr^  that  not  even  the  most 
unqualified  apptdbation  of  the  ends  to  which  this 
Qrganization  of  authority  was  adapted,  nor  the 
most  sincere  and  earnest  wish  to  concur  in  every 
suitable  opedient  for  their  aecompUshment,  could 
reconcile  it  to  the  sentiments  or  toe  wrineiples,  of 
whiehf  in  the  estimation  of  the  peojde  and  Qov- 
eniment  of  the  United  States,  no  consideration 
whatsoever  could  justify  the  transgression. 

In  the  several  conferences  which,  since  your 
arrival  here,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  holding  with 
^ou.  and  in  which  this  subject  has  been  fully  and 
freely  discussed  between  us,  the  incompetency  of 
the  power  of  this  Government  to  become  a  party 
to  the  institution  of  tribunals  organized  like  those 
stipulated  in  the  conventions  above  noticed,  and 
the  incompatibility  of  such  tribunals  with  the 
essential  character  of  the  Constitutional  rights 
guafantied  to  every  citizen  of  Uie  Union,  has  been 
Mown  direct  references  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  our  Government,  in  which  the  su- 
prone,  unlimited,  sovereign  pow«  is  ewudered 
as  inherent  in  the  whole  body  of  its  people,  while 
its  delcmtions  are  limited  and  restricted  by  the 
terms  <u  the  instrummts  sanctioned  by  them,  un- 
der  which  the  powers  of  legislation.  judgnteDtj  and 
execution,  are  administerra ;  and  oy  special  indi- 
cations of  the  articles  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  expressly  prohibit  their  con- 
stituted authorities  from  erecting  any  judicial 
coturtsj  by  the  forms  of  process  belonging  to  which 
American  citizens  should  be  called  to  answer  for 
any  penal  offence,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
ffrand  jury  to  accuse,  and  of  a  jury  of  trial  to 
decide  upon  the  chai^ 

But^  while  regrettmg  that  the  character  of  the 
organized  means  of  co-operation  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  African  slare  trade,  proposed  by  Great 
Britain,  did  not  admit  of  our  concurrence  in  the 
adoption  of  them,  the  President  has  been  iar  from 
the  disposition  to  reject  or  discountoiance  the 
general  proposition  ofconcerted  cooperation  with 
Great  Britam  to  the  accmnplishment  of  the  com- 
mon end — the  suppression  of  the  trade.  For  this 
purpose,  armed  cruisers  of  the  United  States  have 
been  for  some  time  kept  stationed  on  the  coast  which 
is  the  scene  of  this  odious  traffic — a  measure  which 
it  is  in  the  contemplation  of  this  Government  to  con- 
tinue without  intermission.  As  there  are  armed 
British  vessels,  charged  with  the  same  duty,  con- 
stantly kept  cruising  on  the  same  coast,  I  am 
directed  by  the  President  to  propose  that  instruc- 
tions, to  be  concerted  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, with  a  view  to  mutual  assistance,  should 


be  giren  to  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  respec- 
tively assigned  to  that  service;  that  they  may  be 
ordered,  whenever  the  occasion  may  render  it  con- 
venient, to  cruise  in  company  together,  to  commu- 
nicate mutually  to  each  other  all  information 
obtained  by  the  one,  and  which  may  be  useful  to 
the  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  other,  and  to 
give  each  other  every  assistance  which  may  be 
compatible  with  the  performance  of  their  own 
service  and  adapted  to  the  end  which  is  the  com- 
mon aim  of  botn  parties. 

These  measures,  congenial  to  the  spirit  which 
has  so  long  and  so  steadily  marked  the  policy  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  vindication  of  the  rights 
of  humanity,  will,  it  is  hoped,  prove  effectual  to 
the  purposes  for  which  this  co-operation  is  desired 
by  your  Government,  and  to  which  this  Union 
will  continue  to  direct  its  most  strenuous  and  per- 
severing exertions. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  aumCY  ADAMS. 

Rt.  Hon.  Stratfohd  Cannino, 

Envoy  Esctnurdimrjfj  ^ 


EXECUTION  OF  THE  TREATY  OF  GHENT. 


[Reported  to  the  Hoiue,  Febmsr;  3,  1831.] 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
respecting  the  progress  and  expenditures  of  the 
commissioners  under  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  sevrath 
articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  reepectfiiUy  sub- 
mit the  following  report : 
The  fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  provides 
for  ascertaining  the  boundary  from  the  source  of 
the  St.  Croix  to  the  northwest  comer  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  also  from  that  corner,  westwardly, 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  until  the 
line  strikes  the  Iroquois,  now  called  the  St  Law- 
rence, in  latitude  forty-nve  degrees  north. 

Mr.  Van  Ness  is  the  commissioner  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  this  section  of  the  boundary  line. 

The  sixth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  pro- 
vides for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line,  west- 
wardly, from  the  above  mentioned  point  on  the  St. 
tAwrence,  through  Lakes  Ontario^  Erie,  and 
Htmm,  and  their  water  communications  to  Lake 
Smwrifff. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  New  York,  is  the  ctHnmissionet 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  assigned  to  this 
section. 

By  the  seventh  article  of  that  treaty,  it  is  stipu- 
lated that  when  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
the  sixth  article  shall  have  performed  the  duties 
required  by  that  article,  then  they  are  authorized 
to  determine  the  boundary  line  from  the  water 
communication  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Su- 
perior  to  the  northwest  comer  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods:  the  whole  boundary  to  be  estatdished 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 

Mr.  Porter  will,  of  course,  become  the  Ameri- 
can commissioner,  when  he  shall  have  finished 
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the  duties  required  1^  the  sixth  articte  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent. 

By  their  resolntion  of  the  Slst  of  Noremher 
last,  the  Hoose  requested  the  Fretideat  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  lay  before  them  information  respect- 
ing the  progress  made  by  the  commissioners  in 
establishiDg  the  boundary  abore  mentioned,  and 
the  expenses  already  incurred.  With  his  message 
of  the  14th  Deeemoer  last,  the  President  transmit- 
ted a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing 
all  the  information  in  the  possession  of  that  De- 
partment requested  by  that  resolution. 

So  far  as  relates  to  the  boundary  from  the  head 
of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  it  seems 
that  no  information  had  been  afforded  to  the  Qot- 
ernment  at  the  date  of  the  President's  Message. 
Mr.  Van  Ness,  in  his  letter  of  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  observes,  "  with  respect  to  the  progress 
which  has  been  made  by  the  commission,  1  under- 
stand the  agent  has  already  given  to  the  Government 
all  the  information  which  it  would  be  in  my  power 
to  communicate."  He  also  mentions  that  "the 
commissioners  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
have  held  two  sessions  the  present  year but 
there  is  no  disclosure  of  past  exertions  or  future 
prospects  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
to  him. 

Since  that  time,  the  committee  hare  been  far- 
nidied  with  a  communication  from  Mr.  Van  Ness, 
(marked  No.  18  in  the  manuscript  documents  at- 
tending this  report,)  dated  January  6,  1831,  in 
which  lie  observes  that  the  next  meeting  is  to  be 
held  on  the  14th  May,  and  that  the  commissioners 
intend  at  that  meeting  to  continue  in  session  until 
they  have  decided  upon  all  questions  submitted  to 
them  by  the  treatjr.  To  this  letter  the  committee 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  as  contain- 
ing much  information  of  the  progress  which  the 
commissioners  uuder  the  fifth  article  have  made. 
No  satisfactory  reason,  however,  is  assigned  why 
earlier  information  has  not  been  given  to  the  Grov- 
ernment.  The  committee  have  not  seen  any  oc- 
casion for  secrecy  on  the  part  of  the  commission- 
ers. They  were  appointed  to  ascertain  certain 
facts  which  were  supposed  to  exist  A  disclosure 
of  their  proc^ings  would  neither  change  the  po- 
sition of  the  northwest  corner  of  Nova  ^otia,  nor 
alter  the  forty-fifUi  degree  of  north  latitude. 

The  informatimi  of  the  progress  of  the  commis- 
sionm  under  the  sixth  article  ci  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent  is  found  in  the  letters  of  Mr.  Delafidd,  da- 
ted October  13Ui  and  November  1st,  and  in  one 
from  Mr.  Porter,  of  December  2d,  1820,  which  are 
among  the  printed  documents.  These  gentlemen 
express  a  belief  that  the  surveys  under  the  last  meo- 
tinied  article  will  be  completed  during  the  next 
season.  But  it  appears  that  no  part  of  the  bound- 
ary is  finally  settled.  Whether  it  will  be  done  next 
season,  must  depend  on  the  termination  of  the  sur- 
reys and  the  agreement  of  the  commissioners. 
Any  event  which  should  prevent  the  agent  or  com- 
missioner on  either  side  from  attending  to  his  du- 
ties would  probably  delay  a  decision  Tor  another 
year ;  and  snould  the  calculations  of  the  American 
commissioner  and  agent  prore  correct,  they  will 


have  deroled  about  rix  years  to  the  performance 
of  this  part  of  their  duty. 

Af^er  this  they  will  be  ready  to  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  the  boundary  from  the  water  communica- 
tion between  Huron  and  Superior  to  the  north- 
west eomer  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  according  to 
the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty. 

It  is  obserred  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Porter,  abore 
referred  to,  that  "  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty 
relates  to  a  country  which  is  comparatively  of  lit- 
tle importance,  and  a  system  of  operations  is  pro- 
posed to  be  adopted  for  designating  the  boundary, 
which  will  greatly  reduce  both  the  time  and  ex- 
pense of  its  execution."  What  this  system  of  ope- 
ratioDs  may  be  is  not  disclosed.  It  is  presumed, 
however,  to  be  such  a  system  as  will  not  endanger 
the  riehts  of  the  nation,  while  it  is  a  subject  of  re- 
gret that  it  had  not  been  sooner  applied. 

From  an  examination  of  the  protted  documents, 
it  aj^wara  that  the  sum  of  $194,137  63  has  been 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  on  account  of  the  two 
commissions  under  the  treaty  which  hare  been 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Van  Ness,  as  commissioner  under 

the  fiAh  article,  has  recdred  -  -  982,444  00 
Mr.  Bradley,  as  agoit      -      -      -   16,655  10 

999,099  10 

Of  this  sum,  $35,676  13  has  been  expended  b^ 
the  agent,  and  the  accounts  adjusted  by  the  Ameri- 
can and  British  commissioners ;  but  the  statements 
afforded  are  in  such  general  terms  that  expIanatioA 
is  required  to  determine  how  far  they  cotud  be  ap- 
proved by  this  Goremment.  The  remainder  of 
the  mm  drawn  tinder  the  fifth  article  remains  with- 
out eridenoe  of  its  disbursement,  except  what  may 
be  retained  for  the  commissioner's  aalary. 

Mr.  Porter,  the  commissioner  under  the  axth 
and  seventh  articles  of  the  treaty,  has  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  865,315  95.  No  part  has  been  ac- 
counted for.  He  has  transmitted  statements  of  ex- 
penditures to  the  amount  of  947,263  09,  exclusive 
of  his  salary.  He  informs  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  "  the  vouchers  wilt  be  transmitted  to  Wash- 
ington on  the  closing  of  the  sixth  article." 
Mr.  Hawkins,  the  late  agent  under 

the  sixth  and  seventh  articles,  has 

drawn  from  the  Treasury  -  -  928,891  80 
Received  £ram  Mr.  Parker    -      -       1,815  96 


Amoanting  to  the  sum  of      -      30,707  75 
Statenkents  of  expenditures,  which 
yet  are  not  adjusted,  are  furnish- 
ed, including  salary  while  employ- 
ed, amounting  to      -      -      -     1^548  97 

Balance  against  Mr.  Hawkins   S12,15S  78 

It  has  not  been  explained  to  the  committee  why 
the  persons  employed  under  the  treaty  hare  not 
accounted  for  the  moneys  which  have  been  drawn 
from  the  Treasury.  The  nation  is  as  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  proper  application  of  its  foods  ex- 
pended under  a  treaty  as  under  any  other  law.  It 
IS  important,  also,  that  the  Government  should 
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bare  a  knowledge  of  past  expenditures,  that  it  may 
properly  proride  ibr  lature  wants. 

Agreeaoly  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Jan- 
nary  3,  the  committee  bare  considered  the  expe- 
diency of  fixing,  by  law,  the  salaries  of  the  com- 
missioners and  agentB  under  the  Treaty  of  Gbent. 

In  order  to  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the  subject 
of  that  resolution,  recurrence  mast  be  had  to  the 
provisions  of  that  treaty.  By  the  eighth  article 
it  is  stipulated  "  thai  the  said  commissioners  shall, 
respectively,  be  paid  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
agreed  between  the  contracting  parties,  such  agree- 
ment bein^  to  be  settled  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
ebange  of^the  ratifications  of  thu  treaty ;  and  all 
other  ocpenses  attending  the  said  comminion  shall 
b«  defrayed  equally  by  the  two  parties.  It  is 
clear  that  the  treaty  does  not  fix  the  amount  of 
eompensatioQ  which  those  officers  are  to  receive. 
It  declares  that  the  commissioners  shall  be  paid  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  con- 
tracting parties.  The  contracting  parties  mnst  be 
understood  to  be  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States  and  Grreat  Britain.  If  this  opinion  of  the 
cominittee  be  correct,  it  would  seem  to  require  an 
exercise  of  the  same  power,  on  the  part  of  this 
Government  at  least,  to  agree  upon  the  manner  in 
which  the  commissioners  should  be  paid,  as  was 
required  to  form  the  treaty  itself. 

The  committee  requested  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  inform  them  whether  any  agreement  had  been 
made  between  the  two  Governments  at  the  time 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  or  since,  as  to  the 
salaries  of  the  commissioners,  and  whether  any 
communication  had  taken  place  between  the  two 
Governments  on  the  subject  of  that  or  any  other 
expense  attending  the  commission. 

The  answer  to  these  and  other  inquiries,  deemed 
material  by  the  committee,  is  contained  in  the 
manuscript  documents  attending  this  report.  No. 
8,  to  which  the  committee  would  call  the  attention 
of  this  Houses,  is  a  paper  signed  by  Mr.  Baker,  con- 
taining the  evidence  of  an  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations of  the  treaty.  Thispaper  contains  the  fol- 
lowing expressions,  viz :  "At  the  same  time  Mr. 
Monroe  (acting  Secretary  of  State)  expressed  the 
willingness  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  arrange  the  payment  of  the  commisson- 
ers  to  be  appointed  in  pnrauance  of  the  treaty  on 
the  same  pnnciples  as  was  ohserved  in  ciurrying 
into  execution  the  treaty  of  1794  between  the 
same  Powers,  that  is,  the  expense  to  be  equally 
borne  by  the  two  Governments ;  to  which  arrange- 
ment the  undersigned  consented." 

This  is  the  only  document  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject which  the  committee  have  received.  It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  to  the  committee,  that  the  two 
contracting  parties  have  not  settled  the  salaries 
nor  amount  of  compensation  which  the  commis- 
sioners or  agents  shall  receive  for  their  respective 
services. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  each  Grovemment 
was  at  liberty  to  make  such  allowance  to  those  of 
its  own  officers  as  should  be  equitable  and  just. 

Bv  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  (No.  1 
of  the  manuscript  documents^  the  House  will  be 
fiiUy  hiformed  what  compensation  has  ben  allowed 


heretofore  by  the  Executive  Government  to  the 
commissioners  and  agents.  That  letter  contains 
a  full  explanation  of  the  principles  by  which  the 
Execative  has  been  governed  in  regnlating  such 
compensation. 

Congress  having  made  general  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  execution  tbe  provisions  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  without  designating  the  amount 
for  any  particular  service,  the  expenditure  was 
left,  in  a  great  measure^  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive.  Such  salaries  were  then  authorized 
as  had  been  allowed  under  the  treaty  of  1794  for 
similar  services,  which  had  received  tbe  approba- 
tion of  Congress.  But,  as  this  Ciovanment  is 
tinder  no  obligation,  by  any  provisions  of  the  treaty^ 
to  allow  any  definite  compensation  to  those  offi- 
cers, thev  cannot  derive  their  present  salaries  from 
any  higner  authority  than  a  law  of  Congress.  It 
is  considered  by  the  committee  that  Congress  has 
the  same  power  to  increase  or  diminish  any  future 
allowances  in  this  as  in  ordinary  eases,  where 
salaries  are  regulated  by  its  laws. 

The  salaries  of  the  commissioners  under  the 
treaty  of  1794  were  a  subject  of  negotiation.  The 
arrangements  then  made  are  referred  to,  as  has 
been  noticed,  as  principles  for  the  execution  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  in  this  particular  point,  after 
having  received  the  sanction  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Van  Ness,  in  his  letter  of  the  25th  Novem- 
ber, (contained  among  tbe  printed  papers,)  observes 
that  the  British  coinmissioners  receive  £1,200  ster- 
ling; and  he  cbnsiders  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  treaty  that  the  American  commissioners  should 
receive  the  same  salary,  as  they  are  the  joint  offi- 
cers of  the  two  OoTcrnments. 

The  committee  consider  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Grearille  i.s  correct,  as  expressed  in  No.  3  of  the 
manuscript  papers.  He  observed  to  our  Minister, 
when  in  the  discussion  of  this  point,  that  "  the 
clause  in  tbe  treaty  of  1794  did  not  imply  that  the 
payment  of  all  the  commissioners  should  be  the 
same."  It  is  considered  that  equality  of  salaries 
in  this  case  is  no  more  necessary  than  that  Amer- 
ican and  British  Ministers  should  receive  an  eqoal 
compensation.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
agents.  This  is  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  Ameri- 
can commissioners,  Mr.  Porter.  In  his  letter  of 
December  2d,  (among  the  printed  documents,) 
with  great  propriety  he  observes,  in  relation  to  the 
compensation  of  Mr.  Delafield,  the  acting  agent 
under  the  sixth  and  seventh  articles  of  the  treaty, 
that  '*  I  believe  the  board  of  which  I  am  a  member 
has  heretofore  considered  that  neither  considera- 
tions of  justice  nor  national  etiquette  required  that 
the  compensation  of  the  two  agents  should  be  the 
same." 

It  is  observed  in  the  statements  of  expenditures 
exhibited  by  Mr.  Porter  and  Mr.  Hawkins  that 
charges  are  made  for  personal  expenses,  exclusive 
of  their  salaries.  By  recurring  to  the  laws  which 
have  been  mentioned  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  considered  by  him  as  the  basis  of  present  al- 
lowances, it  is  provided  that  the  compensation  of 
commissioners  who  shall  serve  in  the  United 
States  shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  94,444  per  an- 
num. It  would  seem  as  just  that  the  judges  of 
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the  Supreme  Court,  or  the  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  Gorerament,  should  charge  their  personal 
expenses  while  dischargins  their  respective  duties, 
as  that  this  privilege  shonM  be  allowed  to  comjnis- 
sioners  and  agents. 

Nos.  9  and  15  of  the  manuscript  documents 
contain  thesentimenuof  theExeeutiTe  respecting 
the  expense  and  dilatory  progress  of  the  seretu 
commissions.  No.  11  expresses  the  feding  of  the 
British  Government  on  tne  same  subieet.  It  is 
beUeved  that  these  papers  speak  the  language  o£ 
this  nation,  while  thejr  afibrd  satisfactory  evidence 
diat  the  Executive  has  exerted  all  the  power  he 
possesses  in  urging  forward  a  prompt  and  faithful 
execution  of  the  treaty. 

The  committee,  however,  are  of  opinion  that, 
had  particular  instructions,  as  far  as  practicable, 
been  issued  to  the  commissioners  and  agents  re- 
specting the  proper  objects  and  amount  of  expen- 
diture, and  required  a  frequent  adjustment  of  tneir 
accounts,  their  proceedings  would  have  been  ren- 
dered less  expensive. 

It  is  considered  that .  the  salaries  now  allowed 
are  far  greater,  in  proportion  to  the  services  per- 
formed, than  those  which  are  usually  given  to  any 
officers  of  Oovemment ;  that  they  are  subject  to 
the  authority  and  control  of  Congress,  and  ought 
to  be  reduced. 

It  is  also  considered  that  the  commissioners  and 
agents  should  be  required  to  render  an  account  for 
the  public  moneys  they  may  have  received  without 
delay ;  and  while  they  were  allowed,  as  a  salary, 
the  sum  of  94,444,  it  should  be  in  full  of  all  per- 
sonal expenses. 

For  these  purposes  the  committee  ask  leave  to 
report  a  bill. 

Mr.  Van  Nm  to     Seenlarf    State.  (No.  18.) 

BcBLiNOTON,  Jamary  6,  1821. 

Sib  :  Having  just  received  a  copy  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  Presi&nt  of  the  United  States  to  the 
House  of  Reiwesentatives,  on  the  subject  of  the 
boundary  lines  to  be  settled  under  tiie  Treaty  of 
Qhent,  and  finding  nothing  in  it  that  rehktes  to  the 
progress  made  by  the  commission  under  the  fiiUi 
article  of  the  treaty,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  trouble  you 
with  a  further  communication. 

In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
to  you  from  New  York  on  the  25th  Novembn* 
last,  1  said  nothing  on  that  point,  because,  as  I 
stated  therein,  I  understood  the  agent  had  already 
given  to  the  Government  all  the  iiubrmation  which 
It  would  be  in  my  power  communicate.  That 
such  was  the  fact,  and  that  yoxx  had  been  pleased 
to  express  yourself  entirely  satisfied  with  the  course 
pursued  bv  the  officers  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  as  also  had  the  President,  was 
stated  to  me  by  the  agent  in  November  last,  af^ 
a  visit  made  to  Washington  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  giviiig  infnmatioa  and  making  explana- 
tions in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mission. 

I  had,  therefore,  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
President  was  in  possession  of  sufficient  informa- 
tion to  state  to  the  House  of  Representatives  die 


progress  which  had  been  made  in  the  execution 
of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty.  But,  it  now  ap- 
pearing that  the  President  could  not  have  so  con- 
sidered it,  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  all  the  sur- 
veys and  explorations  relating  to  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  desijpiated  in  the  treaty 
of  1783,  and  to  the  northwestcnunostheadof  Conr 
necticut  river,  which  are  csnntial  to  the  diseossioa 
and  decision  of  those  two  contested  and  impmiuit 
points,  and  the  observations  on  the  parallel  of  lati- 
tude between  Connectirat  river  and  the  Iroquois 
river,  which  are  necessary  to  a  determination  oi 
that  line,  have  been  completed. 

The  obstacles  to  be  encountered  in  making 
these  surveys  have  been  great  and  oumerom. 
The  whole  extent  of  country  from  the  source  of 
the  river  St.  Croix,  north  to  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, and  betweoi  that  line  and  the  head  of  Con- 
necticut river,  is  one  vast  and  entire  wilderness, 
inhabited  by  no  human  being,  except  a  few  sava- 
ges, and,  in  one  spot,  a  few  Frenchmen.  The 
services  performed  have  been  extremely  arducHB, 
and  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  transportaticm, 
and  of  subsisting  the  pawns  oiga^ra  in  the 
work,  have  nece»arily  been  very  eonsideraUfc 

Tiwt  a  knowledge  of  the  difl^eut  tan^  of 
high  lands,  and  of  me  sources  and  destinatim  of 
the  princiiral  streamsof  water  in  the  tract  of  coun- 
try alluded  to,  derived  from  actual  and  {vi^mi 
observations  and  surreys^  is  indispensable  to  a  just 
execution  of  the  fifUi  arude  tlM  treaty,  will  not, 
I  think,  be  questioned ;  particulariy  as  the  claims 
of  the  respective  parties  are  much  at  vaiianee, 
and  in  view  of  a  possibility  that  the  case  nutjr  be 
ultimately  referred  to  a  foreign  Powtt. 

All  the  reports  and  plans  of  the  last  seasoii*s 
work  will  soon  be  completed  and  ddivered  to  the 
agents,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  be  prepared  to  sub- 
mit their  arguments  to  the  board  at  its  next  meet- 
ing on  the  llth  day  of  May  next — a  period  as  early 
as  it  is  practicable  for  the  agent  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  to  come  from  St.  John's,  in  New  Bmns- 
wi»,  ute  place  of  his  residency  to  New  York,  the 
[dace  of  meeting.  The  conunisNonoa  intend  at 
that  meeting  to  continue  in  session  until  they  dwU 
have  decided  upon  all  questions  submitted  to  them 
by  die  treaty.  If  they  agree^  there  will  only  re- 
main some  runningand  marking  of  lines  at  a  Tcry 
diminished  expense.  But,  if  they  duntld  differ  is 
their  opinions,  they  will  make  separate  reports, 
and  the  eomimssion  will  beat  an  end  in  that  way. 

As  to  the  contingent  expenses,  it  may  be  remarked 
that  they  have  thus  far  been  enhanced  in  conse- 
quence of  the  performance  of  two  distinct  services 
at  the  same  titne—4he  surveys  to  the  eastward  tk 
Connecticut  river,  and  the  astronomical  operatioiis 
on  the  parallel  of  latitude.  But  by  this  thov  will, 
in  the  end,  be  a  saving,  as,  in  hastening  the  con^ 
pletion  of  the  whole  business,  the  s&ry  offices 
will  the  sooner  expire. 

I  cannot  dose  this  letter  without  an  ggprwrion 
of  my  confidence  that  it  will  not  escape  the 
vation  of  any  person  that,  in  a  ease  lUre  this,  many 
thioffs  may  not  be  folly  understood  and  ufnved 
by  those  not  immediateljr  acquainted  witt  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  cmnmtssion,  which,  if  Ae  indi- 
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vidnals  conconed  were  oq  the  spot,  might  be  sus- 
ecntible  of  explanations  perfectly  satisiactory,  but 
which  cannot  be  wticipated  by  those  indivictuais. 

I  rdy  upon  your  kindness,  sir,  to  transmit  to  the 
honorable  the  House  of  RepreseniatiTes  of  the 
United  States  a  copy  of  this  communication  as 
soon  after  its  receipt  as  shall  be  conTenient. 
I  hare,  &c.  C.  P.  TAN  NESS. 

The  Haa.  Joan  Q.  Adams, 

Stentaryo/atatt. 


SPAIN— TREATr  OF  1819. 

[Uommnnicated  to  the  Senate,  Febnuu;  14,  ISSl.] 
WAaBiROTOH,  tUnarjf  13, 1821. 
7b  ike  Senate  of  the  Vnited  StaUt 

The  latifieation  by  the  Spanish  OoTemmrat  of 
the  Tvcaty  of  Amity,  Setdement,  and  Limits,  be- 
tween the  United  Btatee  and  Spain,  signed  00  the 
2Sd  of  Febnuiy,  1819,  and  on  the  IMth  of  that 
month  ratified  on  the  port  of  the  United  States, 
has  been  received  by  the  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  that  Powor  at  this 
places  who  has  given  notice  that  he  is  ready  to 
exchange  the  ratifications. 

By  the  sixteenth  article  of  that  treaty,  it  was 
stipulated  that  the  ratifications  should  be  ex- 
changed within  six  months  from  the  day  of  its 
signature ;  which  time  having  elapsed  before  die 
ratification  of  Spain  was  given,  a  copy  and  trans- 
latioD  thereof  are  now  transmitted  to  the  Senate 
for  their  advice  and  consent,  to  receive  it  in  ex- 
change for  the  ratification  of  the  United  States, 
heretofore  executed. 

The  treaty  was  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Cortes  of  that  kingdom  before  its  ratification, 
which  was  finally  givoi  with  theii  assent  and  sanc- 
tion. The  correspondence  between  Uie  Spanish 
Minister  of  Foreign  Aflhirs  and  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  Madrid,  on  that  occasion,  is 
also  herewith  communicated  to  the  Senate  ;*  toge- 
ther with  a  memorandum  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  his  conference  with  the  Spanish  Envoy 
here,  yesterday,  when  that  Minister  gaTe  notice 
of  readiness  to  exchange  the  ratifications. 

The  return  of  the  original  papers  now  trans- 
mittedj  to  avoid  the  dekiy  necessary  to  the  making 
of  copies,  is  requested.  J.  MONROE. 

Qtnsral  tutncMpu  to  Mr.  FonyOit  UbnUttr  Pteni- 
poUntiarjf  to  i^Miit. 

Departhbmt  of  Statv, 
WaAiiigtim,  March  8, 1819. 

Sir  :  The  Treatv  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and 
Limits  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  con- 

*  These  pspera  having  been  retomed  to  the  De- 
partment, the  coiiespondence  relating  to  thii  trantae- 
tion,  ioaerted  in  this  compilation,  hu  been  collected 
from  the  commuiicationa  made  to  Congreu  on  the 
7th  DMenber,  1819,  March  9th,  14lh,  aad  STth, 
1830,  Maj  9th  ud  IStb.  ISM,  and  Febraaiy  id, 
18S4. 


eluded  on  the  22d  ultimo,  and  ratified  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  having  provided  for  the  ad- 
justment of  all  important  sunjects  of  difierence 
between  the  two  nations,  the  first  object  of  your 
mission  will  be  to  obtain  the  ratification  of  the 
Spanish  Government,  and  receive  it  in  exchange 
for  oars,  the  authentic  instrument  of  which  is  com- 
mitted to  your  charge.  The  United  States  ship 
Hornet,  Captain  Read,  is  In  readiness  at  Boston, 
and  orders  have  been  despatched,  under  which 
you  will  take  passage  in  her  for  Cadiz.  It  is  de> 
sirable  that  you  should  embark  without  delay. 
On  your  arrival  in  Spain,  the  Hornet  will  remtun 
at  €«diz,tul^ect  to  your  mden.  until  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  can  be  effected ;  and  if,  as  is 
anticipated,  no  obstacle  should  intervene  to  delay 
that  transaction,  you  will,  upon  receiving  the 
Spanish  ratified  copvj  immediately  forward  it  to 
Captain  Read,  with  directions  to  brinff  it  immfr> 
diately  to  the  United  States.  As  the  ulterior  des- 
tination of  the  Hornet  will  be  the  Quif  of  Mexico, 
the  port  to  which  it  will  be  advisable  for  him  to 
come  will  be  New  York. 

On  exchanging  the  ratifications,  certificates  of 
the  fact  will  be  mutually  executed  and  delivered 
by  you  and  the  Spanish  Minister  with  whom  you 
will  make  the  exchange.  Copies  of  that  wluch 
passed  in  both  languages  on  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  convention  of  the  llth  of  Au- 
gust, 1802,  are  now  furnished  you,  and  will  serve  as 
forms  to  be  used  in  the  performance  of  this  cere- 
mony. On  this  occasion,  as  upon  aU'oihers  upon 
which  you  may  have  occasion  to  execate  any 
document,  joint  or  reciprocal,  with  a  fordgn  Min- 
ister of  State,  you  will  be  cweful  to  pnenrre  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  the  altentaHve  of  be- 
ing first  namedj  and  your  own  right,  as  their  repre- 
sentative, to  sign  first  in  the  papers  executed; 
while,  in  the  counterparts,  the  other  contracting 
party  will  be  named  first,  and  the  foreign  MinistCT 
will  first  sign  and  seal.  A  rigid  adherence  to  this 
practice  has  become  necessary,  because  it  is  strictly 
adhered  to  by  alt  the  Europe  sovoeigns  in  their 
compacts  with  one  another  j  and  because  the  Uni- 
ted States  having  heretofore  sometimes  forbcvne 
;  to  claim  this  conventional  indication  of  equal  dig- 
nity, some  appearance  of  a  disposition  to  allege 
the  precedent  ajuinst  th^,  as  anectinff  their  rignt 
to  it,  w»M  manuested  by  the  British  PTenipotenti- 
aries  on  executing  the  convoition  of  3d  July^  1815, 
and  by  Mr.  De  Onis  at  the  drawing  up  and  signing 
of  this  treaty.  The  scm^  was,  however,  in  both 
cases  abandoned,  and  theright  of  the  United  States 
to  the  alternative  was  conwded.  It  is  not  expected 
that  it  will  hereafter  be  questioned,  and  you  will 
consider  it  as  a  standing  instruction  to  abide  by  it 
in  the  execution  of  any  instrument  of  compact 
which,  as  a  public  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
you  may  be  called  to  sign. 

After  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  your  at 
tention  will  be  directed  to  the  object  of  carrying 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  into  effect.  The  or- 
ders for  the  evacuation  by  the  Spanish  officers  and 
troops  of  the  places  occupied  by  them  in  the  Flori- 
das  will  no  doubt  be  immediately  issued ;  and,  as 
the  transports  and  escort  for  cwveying  them  to 
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the  Harana  are  to  be  farniihed  bf  the  United  I 
Stales,  it  is  hoped  yoa  will  obtain  copies  of  the ' 
orders,  and  transmit  them  here  with  the  rattfica- ' 
tioa  of  the  treaty.  Yon  will  think  it  adrisable  to 
keep  the  Siwouh  Government  reminded  of  the 
neceadljr  to  incltide,  in  Ae  orders  for  the  delirerf 
of  pomession,  that  of  all  the  archires  and  docn- 
menta  relating  to  the  dominion  and  sorereignty. 
The  appointment  of  a  commi&sioDer  and  surveyor 
for  mnoiog  the  line  of  the  western  boundary  must 
also  be  kept  in  rAiembraoce,  and  notice  ^iven  to 
tu  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  appointment. 
You  will  collect  from  the  archives  of  toe  legation  | 
at  Madrid  all  the  documents  relating  to  the  datms 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Spanish 
GoTemment,  which  have  been  deposited  there, 
and  which  come  within  the  description  of  claims 
to  be  exhibited  to  the  oommisaioners  under  the 
derenth  article  of  the  treaty.  Yoa  will  send  all 
these  documents,  together  with  the  ratified  treaty, 
to  this  department,  retaining  descriptive  lists  of 
them,  and,  if  necessary,  cojnes  of  such  papers  for 
wbicn  no  eqaivalat  substitute  could  be  produced 
in  case  of  their  being  lost.  Should  you  have  rea- 
son to  believe  that  any  documenta,  which  you 
should  be  able  to  specify,  were  in  possession  of  the 
Spanish  Government,  tending  to  elucidate  any  of 
diese  claims,  you  will  endeavor  to  obtain  them. 
The  treaty  provides  that  they  shall  be  furnished  at 
the  demand  of  the  commissioners ;  but.  as  much 
time  may  b^  saved  if  they  can  be  sent  here  to  be 
ready  when  the  commission  will  be  organized  and 
commence  the  exercise  of  its  functions,  you  will, 
should  the  occasion  present  itself,  use  your  en- 
deavors to  that 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 
To  John  Forbttb. 


Cfrt^jtetfs  of  txchaage  of  raUJUation$,  r^rrad  to  M 
tAtf  jmcetMn^  inttrttdioM. 
We,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  Don  Luis 
de  Onia  Gonzales  Lopes  y  Vara,  lord  of  the  towns 
of  Rayaces,  Macadina,  and  Lagartera,  Member  of 
differrat  Academies  and  Societies,  both  national 
and  foreign,  perpetual  Regidor  of  tne  Corporation 
of  the  city  of  Salamanca,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of 
the  Royal  Amnican  Order  of  Isabella  the  Catho- 
lic, decorated  with  the  Lya  of  La  Vendfte,  Knight- 
peiisioDer  of  the  royal  and  distinguished  Spanish 
Order  of  Charles  III.,  Member  of  toe  Supreme  As- 
sembly of  the  said  Royal  Order,  of  the  Council  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  his  Secretary,  with  exer- 
cise of  decrees,  and  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  near  the  United  States  of 
America,  certify  that  the  ratifications  of  the  con- 
vention between  the  said  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca and  his  said  b^esty,  concluded  on  the  11th 
day  of  Augtist,  1802,  accompanied  with  all  suita- 
ble solemnities,  and  after  due  comparison  each 
with  the  other,  and  with  the  original  examples  of 
the  convention,  have  been  excunged  by  us  this 
day. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  signed  this  act  in 
triplicates,  and  have  sealed  the  same  with  our  re- 


spective seals,  at  the  City  of  Washii^ton,  this 

21st  dav  of  December,  1818. 

JOHN  a  ADAMS,  [l.  a.] 
LUIS  DE  ONIS.     [L.  8.] 


The  Sterdarp  ttf  StaU  to  Dtm  ImU  tk  Oku. 

DlPABTHBMT  OP  StATE, 

WatMngtoK,  Manh  10, 1819. 
Sia:  Bytheeif^tharticleof the Treatyof  Am- 
ity, Settlement,  and  Limits,  signed  by  ns  cu  the 
22d  of  last  m<Hith,  all  gnnts  oT  lands  m  the  Flor- 
idas,  made  by  His  Cathc^c  Blajesty,  or  his  legiti- 
mate authonties  in  those  iHovinces,  snbae^iait  to 
the  2Mi  of  January,  I8l8,  are  declared  to  be  null 
and  void.  This  date,  as  yoa  will  reeoUec^  was 
agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
full  and  clear  understanding  between  as  that  it  in- 
cluded the  grants  alleged  to  have  been  made  in 
Uie  course  of  the  pree«liiuf  winter  by  the  Ktog  to 
the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Punoa  Rostro, 
and  Mr.  Vargas.  As  these  grants,  however,  are 
known  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
only  from  rumor,  without  the  knowledge  of  their 
dates,  it  is  proper  that,  on  exchanging  the  ratifi- 
cations, your  Grovemment  should  km>w  that,  what- 
ever the  date  of  those  gnnts  may  have  been,  it 
was  fuUy  understood  by  us  that  they  are  all  an- 
nulled by  the  treaty,  as  much  as  if  they  had  been 
specifically  named,  and  that  they  will  be  so  bdd 
by  the  United  States.  To  avoid  any  poaaiUe  mis- 
conception, yoor  answer  to  thia  statement  is  re- 

S nested ;  and  the  exchauf^  of  the  ntifieations  will 
e  made,  under  the  explicit  declaration  and  ander- 
sunding  that  all  the  above  menticmed  grants,  and 
all  others  derived  from  them,  are  null  and  void. 

I  pray  yoa  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 
tingnidied  consideration. 

JOHN  ftUINCY  ADAMS. 
Don  Lois  ob  Ohib,  fiwoy,  40. 


Doa  lMi»deO«l»  to  tlieSBenlarpiif  Slate. 

WAsaiNOTON,  Muvh  10, 1819. 

Sir  :  I  have  receive  the  note  you  were  pleased 
to  address  to  me  of  this  day's  dat^  in  whieh  yoo 
state  that,  by  the  ^ghth  article  of  the  treaty 
signed  by  us  on  the  ^d  of  last  month,  it  was 
agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  United  State^  tlut  all 
grants  of  land  in  the  Floridas,  made  by  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  or  his  Iwitimate  authorities,  subse- 
quent to  the  24th  of  January.  1818,  are  declared 
to  be  null  and  void,  with  a  full  understanding  that 
it  included  the  grants  alleged  to  have  been  made 
in  the  coarse  of  the  preceding  Winter,  by  the 
King,  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Ponoa 
Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas;  and  tbat,  therefore, yoo 
request  of  me  a  declaration  that,  whatever  the  inte 
of  those  grants  may  have  been,  it  was  fully  under- 
stood by  us  that  they  are  annulled  by  the  treaty, 
as  much  as  if  they  had  been  specifically  named. 

With  the  frankness  and  good  faith  which  have 
uniformly  actoated  my  conduct,  and  which  dis- 
tinguish the  character  of  the  Spanish  natira,  I 
have  to  declare  to  you,  nr,  that,  what  I  anyoaed 
the  revocation  of  all  the  gnnts  made  nAseqaent 
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to  the  date  above  mentioned,  it  was  with  the  full 
belief  thut  it  comprehended  those  made  to  the 
Duke  of  Alagon,  as  well  as  any  others  which  had 
been  stipulated  at  that  period. 

But,  at  the  same  time  that  I  offer  you  this  frank, 
simple,  and  iagenuoos  declaration,  I  hare  to  ex- 

Siress  to  yon  that,  if  my  cooception  had  been  dif- 
eient,  or  if  it  had  appeared  to  me  that  any  of 
those  grants  were  prior  to  the  date  abore  men- 
tioned, I  would  have  insisted  upon  their  recogni- 
tion, aa  the  honor  of  the  King,  my  master,  and 
the  UDi^uestionable  rights  of  his  sovereignty  of  his 
possessions,  and  the  disposal  of  them,  obviously 
required. 

I  will  hasten  to  transmit  to  my  Government  due 
information  of  the  whole ;  and^  impressed  as  I  am 
with  the  conviction  of  His  Majesty's  most  earnest 
desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  President,  I  per- 
suade myself  that  he  will,  with  pleasure,  partict- 

Sate  in  toat  sentiment,  by  admitting  the  explicit 
eelaration  which  you  have  requested  of  me.  In 
the  meantime,  1  beg  you  will  iaror  me  wiUt  your 
answer  to  the  expUuiations  I  requested  yestotlay, 
in  relation  to  the  late  act  of  Congress  concerning 
piracy. 

Be  jideased  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration.  Ood  preserve  you  many 
years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


The  SecrOarp  of  Slate  to  Mr.  Fbnyth, 
Departhbkt  of  State, 

WoBhinfftonj  March  10,  1819. 
Sir:  By  the  eighth  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Spauo,  signed  on  the  22d  of  last 
month,  all  the  grants  of  mnds  made  bf  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  or  oy  his  lawful  authorities,  since  the 
24th  of  January,  1618,  in  the  tenitoiies  ceded  by 
His  Catholic  S^esty  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
Florida^  are  dmaied  and  agreed  to  be  null  and 
void.  This  date  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Onis,  and 
acceded  to  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  full  and  cleat  understanding,  on  both  sides,  that 
the  grants  made,  or  alleged  to  have  been  made,  in 
the  course  of  the  preceding  Winter,  to  the  Duke 
of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Puoon  Rostro,  and  Mr. 
Vargas,  were  among  those  agreed  and  declared  to 
be  null  and  void.  Copies  of  the  grants  to  the 
Count  of  Punon  Rostro  and  to  Mr.  Vargas,  in  the 
form  of  orders  to  the  Governor  General  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  and  to  the  Governor  of  the  Flori- 
das,  had  beat  transmitted  to  this  department  by 
Mr.  Erring ;  the  first  of  which  bears  date  the  6ta 
of  February,  and  the  second  the  11th  of  March, 
1818 }  but  DO  copy  has  been  receiTed  of  that  to  the 
Duke  of  Alagon.  As,  however,  the  authenticity 
of  these  documents  might  be  denied,  and  the  grants 
have  never  been  made  public,  it  is  proper  that  the 
possibility  of  any  future  question,  with  rc^d  to 
those  grants,  should  be  guarded  against ;  for  which 
purpose,  the  form  of  a  declaration  is  enclosed, 
which  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  deliver,  on  ei- 
changpig  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty,  to  the 
Spanish  Minister  with  whom  you  will  make  the 


exchange.  The  fact  of  the  mutual  understand- 
ing^ that  those  grants  were  annulled  by  the  treaty, 
is  Inlly  and  explicitly  admitted  by  Mr.  Oois,  m 
his  answer,  dated  this  dav,  to  a  note  fran  me  on 
this  subject ;  copies  of  which,  with  a  trandation 
of  his  answer,  are  herewith  enclosed.  It  is  not 
anticipated  that  any  objection  will  be  made  to  re- 
ceiving the  declaration ;  if,  however,  there  should 
be,  you  will,  nevertheless,  exchange  the  ratifica- 
tions ;  it  being  sufficient  to  give  the  notice  and  the 
proof  of  the  understanding,  on  both  sides,  of  the 
operation  of  the  article,  and  of  the  effect  which 
will  be  given  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  dec. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 
JoBR  FoRBYTH,  Mimtter  to  Spain. 

Form  of  the  dedaraiion  referred  to  in  the  pnoedittg 

Utter. 

The  nndmigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States  of  America  at  the  Court  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  is  commanded  br  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  explain  ana  declare,  upon 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  between  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  and  His  Catholic  Muesty.  signed  by 
the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  at  Washington,  on 
the  22d  day  of  February  last,  that,  in  agreeing 
upon  the  24tb  day  of  January,  1816,  as  the  date 
subsequent  to  which  all  grants  of  land  made  by 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  or  by  his  legitimate  authori- 
ties in  the  Floridas,  were  declared  to  be  null  and 
void,  it  was  with  a  full  and  clear  understanding 
between  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  both  the  high 
contracting  parties,  that,  among  the  grants  thus 
declared  null  and  void,  were  all  those  mad^  or  al- 
leged to  have  been  made,  in  the  course  of  tne  pre- 
ceding Winter,  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  the 
Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Punon  Rostn^  and 
Mr.  Vargas,  and  all  others  derived  from  them ; 
and  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  are  exchanged 
under  the  explicit  declaration  and  nndertfanding 
that  all  the  said  grants  are  null  and  void,  and  will 
be  so  held  by  the  United  States. 


Madrid,  ,  1819. 


Uu  Semtarp  ^  Statt  to  the  MiUtter  of  .Riance. 

Washinqton,  March  17, 1819. 

Sib  :  By  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  lately 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
all  grants  of  land  made  by  the  King  of  Spam,  or 
by  his  legitimate  authorities  in  Florida,  before  the 
24th  of  January.  1818,  are  confirmed,  on  certain 
conditions;  all  tiioee  made  after  that  date  are  de- 
clared null  and  void. 

Since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  a  rumor  has 
been  circulated  that  certain  grants  made  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding 
Winter,  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Pu- 
non Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  were  made  on  the 
23d  of  Januarv,  1818.  Mr.  Forsyth  has  therefore 
been  instructed,  on  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
the  treaty,  to  declare  that  it  was  fiiUy  and  explicit- 
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ly  understood  on  both  sides,  at  its  siraature,  that  all 
those  grants,  an  d  all  others  derived  from  them,  were, 
by  the  treaty,  included  amoDff  those  declared  to 
be  absolutely  null  aad  void.  Mr.  De  Onis  him- 
self, ia  answer  to  a  note  from  me,  has  readily  de- 
clared that  such  was  his  understanding.  From  the 
friendly  part  taken  you,  in  concert  with  Mr. 
De  Onuj  in  this  neigotifttlon,  yon  were  apprized  of 
all  the  circumstances  atteodine  it;  and  I  hare  to 
request  that  you  would  hare  the  goodness  to  state 

Sour  impressions  on  the  subject,  particularly  in  re- 
ition  to  the  abeolute  nullity  of  those  grants,  and, 
as  far  as  you  think  proper^  the  facts  in  connexion 
with  this  transaction  which  you  have  mentioned 
to  me  in  conversation. 

I  |>ray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my 
disttDguiahed  eousideration. 

JOHN  auINCY  ADAMS. 
Mr.  Htde  de  Neutillb,  Exooy^  ^e. 


The  WnUter  ^  fhmes  to  tt«  Ssentary  ^  State. 

Leoatiom  op  Fumcb  m  the  U.  S., 

WiuMnffioh,  JMbKA  1%  1819. 

Sib:  I  was  very  snre,  and  you  were  of  the  same 
opinion,  that,  to  destroy  the  rumor  whieh  had  been 
wead,  it  would  suffice  to  inform  the  Biinister  of 
Spain  of  it.  The  loyalty  which  characterizes 
him  did  not  permit  the  smallest  tmeasineas  on 
the  subject.  Aft»  the  deeWatiim  of  Mr.  Onis, 
mine  can  be  of  do  importance ;  however,  as  you 
desire  (in  case  the  mistake  of  date  should  be  real) 
that  the  fact  resulting  from  the  treaty  should  be 
well  estaUished,  and  by  all  those  persons  who  took 
part,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  transaction,  I 
have  the  honor,  sir,  to  declare  to  you,  in  the  most 
formal  manner,  that  it  has  been  understood — al- 
ways understood,  by  you,  by  the  Minister  of  Spain, 
and,  I  will  add,  by  myseli— that  the  three  greaf 
grants  of  land  made  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  to  the 
Coant  of  Ponon  Rostro,  and  to  Mr.  Vargas,  were 

the  number  of  those  annulled. 

The  date  of  2ith  January  was  proposed  and  ac- 
cepted  in  the  eomidiete  persuasion,  on  one  part  and 
the  other^that  these  thne  great  grants  were  subse- 
quent to  It. 

I  will  add,  sir,  because  it  is  the  exact  and  pure 
truth,  that,  having  been  charged  by  Mr.  Onis, 
during  bis  illness,  to  discuss  with  you  several  arti- 
cles 0?  the  treaty,  particularly  the  eu:hth  article, 
you  consented  to  the  drawing  up  or  this  article 
more  in  conformity  with  the  aesire  of  the  Spanish 
Minister,  only  on  the  admission,  as  a  fact  beyond 
doubt,  that  the  three  principal  grants  were  and  re- 
mained null,  and  as  not  having  taken  place.  Mr. 
Onis  has  not  ceased  thus  to  tmderstand  it.  He 
has  explained  himself  upon  it  frauklv  and  loyally, 
as  well  since  as  before  the  treaty.  The  mistake  of 
date,  if  it  exists,  can,  then,  give  birth  to  no  diffi- 
culty whatever  at  Madrid.  The  good  faith  of 
Mr.  Onis,  and  that  of  his  Oovanment,  are  guai^ 
antees  too  strong  to  render  any  other  explanations 
necessary.  Between  Governments,  as  between  in- 
diridaab,  Che  same  laws  of  honor  and  probity 
vecu  transactions.  The  convention  exists  only 
the  eonrantion ;  thetefne,  air,  in  this  ease  the 


simple  statement  of  the  fact  will  be  sufficient  to 
rectify  the  mistake. 

In  answering,  sir,  immediately  the  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  nonor  to  write  to  me,  I  embrace 
with  much  pleasure  this  new  opportunity  to  as- 
sure you  of  the  high  consideration  wi^  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Q.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE. 

Hon.  Mr.  Aoahb, 

Secrdary  of  State. 


Obeervaldona  on  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Uu 

2Zd  February,  1819,befi«m  the  Umted  Statee  aitd 

^in,  etAmittedto  Mr.  De  NeacUle  July  14,  1819. 

It  will  be  recollected  br  Mr.  De  Nenville  that, 
on  the  15th  of  February  last,  Mr.  De  Onis  being 
confined  to  his  house  bv  indisposition,  Mr.  De 
Neuville,  at  his  request,  nad  a  conversation  with 
Mr.  Adams,  in  which  were  discussed  the  projetof 
a  treaty  which  had  been  delivered  on  the  9th  of 
February  hj  Mr.  De  Onis  to  Mr.  Adaim^  and  the 
coimteF-wojet  sent  by  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  De  Dais 
on  the  18th  of  the  same  month. 

The  ninth  article  of  the  projet  of  BIr.  Onis  w» 
in  these  words: 

"All  the  grants  of  land  made  by  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  or  by  his  legitimate  autnorities,  in  the 
aforesaid  territories  of  the  two  Floridas,  and 
othm  which  His  K^jesty  cedes  to  the  United 
States,  shall  be  confirmed  and  acknowledged  as 
valid,  excepting  those  grants  which  have  been 
made  after  the  34th  January  of  last  year,  the  date 
that  the  first  proposals  were  made  for  the  cession 
of  those  provinces,  which  shall  be  held  null  in 
consideration  of  the  grantees  not  haviog  complied 
with  the  conditions  of  the  cession." 

The  eighth  article  of  the  counta^-projet  sent  by 
Mr.  Adams  was  as  follows : 

"All  grants  of  land  made  by  or  in  the  name  of 
His  CauioUc  Majesty,  in  the  afoceaid  cenitortes, 
after  the  24th  January^  1818,  shall  be  hdi  null, 
the  conditions  of  the  said  grants  not  having  ben 
performed  by  the  grantees.  All  grants  made  be- 
fore that  date  by  His  Majesty,  or  by  his  legitimate 
authorities,  the  conditions  of  which  shall  have 
been  performed  bjr  the  grantees  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  respective  grants,  and  none  other,  shall 
be  confirmed  and  acknowledged  as  valid." 

Mr.  De  Neuville'spartieular  attention  is  requeu- 
ed to  the  difference  between  the  two  projected  ar- 
ticles, because  it  will  recall  particularly  to  his  re- 
membrance the  point  upon  which  the  diseitssiofl 
concerning  this  article  turned.  By  turning  to  the 
written  memorandum  drawn  up  by  Mr.  De  Neu- 
ville himself  of  this  discussion,  he  will  percdvehe 
has  noted  that  Mr.  De  Onis  insisted  "  that  this 
article  ctmld  not  be  varied  from  wh^  is  contained 
in  the  CheviUier*8  projet,  as  the  oltject  of  the  list 
clause  therein  was  merely  to  save  the  hoaior  and 
dignity  of  the  sorereigntT  of  His  Catholic  Majesty." 

It  was  then  obsnvea  by  Mr.  Adams  that  ne 
honor  and  dignity  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  would 
be  saved  by  recognising  the  grants  |vior  to  the 
24th  of  Januaiy  as  "  vdid  to  the  same  extent  aa 
they  were  binding  on  His  Catholic  Bbgeatjr,'*  and 
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hea^eed  to  accept  the  article  as  drawa  by  Mr. 
Onts,  with  this  explanatioD;  (seeMr.  DeNeuTtlle's 
memonuidaiD.)  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Mr. 
De  Ncnville  obeerred  that,  if  the  grants  prior  to 
Januarf  24^  1818,  were  eonfimwd  only  to  the  same 
extent  that  thejr  were  binding  on  the  King  of 
Spain,  there  w»e  inanjr  bom  JIde  grantees,  of 
loiv  standiod^  in  actual  posMssion  of  their  grants, 
aiM  having  actually  made  partial  settlements  upon 
tbem^  but  who  have  been  prevented,  by  the  extra- 
ordinarv  cireumstanoeB  in  which  S^in  had  been 
situated,  and  the  revolntioiu  in  Bun^,  from 
fttlfiUiog  all  the  conditions  of  the  grants ;  tint  it 
would  be  very  hush  to  leave  these  persons  liable 
to  a  forfeiture,  which  might,  iadeea,  in  rigor  be 
exacted  from  them,  bat  wnieb  very  certainly 
never  would  be  if  they  had  remained  under  the 
Spanish  dominion.  It  will  be  w^  remembered 
by  Mr.  De  Neuville  how  earnestly  he  insisted 
upon  this  equitable  suggestion,  and  how  strongly 
he  disclaimed  for  Mr.  Onis  every  wish  or  inten- 
tion to  cover,  by  a  prorisioii  ror  each  person, 
any  fraudulent  grants.  And  it  wai  then  observed 
hy  Mr.  De  Neuville  that  the  date  assumed,  of  24th 
January,  1818.  was  not  sufficieBt  for  guarding 
against  fraadalent  grants,  because  they  might  be 
euily  antedated.  It  was  with  reference  to  these 
snggestims  of  Mr.  De  Neuville,  afterwards  again 
strenuoudy  urged  by  Mr.  DeOnis,  that  the  article 
was  finally  modified  as  it  now  stands  in  the  treaty, 
declaring  all  grants  subsequent  to  24th  January, 
1818,  afaeolutely  null,  and  those  of  a  prior  date 
valid  to  the  same  extent  only  that  they  would  have 
been  bindii^  upon  the  King ;  but  allowing  to  boaa 
/de  grantee^  in  actual  possession,  and  having  comr 
menced  settlements,  but  who  had  been  prevented, 
by  the  iate  circumstances  of  the  Spanish  nation 
and  the  revoluti<»u  in  Europe,  from  fulfilling  aU 
the  eondltimu  of  their  granta,  time  to  complete 
them.  It  is  needtoss  to  Miaerve  that,  aa  these  in- 
cidents do  not  apply  to  «ther  of  the  grants  to  Ala- 
gon,  PuBon  Rostro,  ox  Vargas,  neither  of  those 
grants  is  confirmed  by  the  tenor  of  the  article  as  it 
Mandi;  and  that  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  in  that 
respect  whether  they  were  dated  before  or  after 
the  24th  January,  1818,  it  being  admitted  on  all 
sides  that  these  grants  were  not  binding  upon  the 
King  conformablv  to  the  Spanish  laws.  The 
terms  of  the  article  accord  precisely  with  the  in- 
tentions of  all  the  parties  to  the  n^tiation  and 
the  signature  of  the  treaty.  If  the  dates  of  the 
grants  are  subsequent  to  24th  Januarv,  1818,  they 
are  annulled  by  the  date ;  if  prior  to  that  date,  they 
are  null,  because  not  included  among  the  prior 
granu  confirmed. 


Mr.  Fbnyth  to  Hu  Mar^uU  of  Com  Yrvgo. 

MAonio,  Ma^  16, 1819. 
Sin :  The  treaty  conbiuded  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1819,  atWadtingtoo,  by  Mr.  Adams  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Chevalier  de  Oois  on  the  part  of  His  Catholic 
Maiesty,  has  been  intrusted  to  me  by  the  President 
of  toe  United  States,  duly  ratified ;  and  I  am  pre- 
pantd  to  exehasge  the  ntifioUions  of  this  instm- 
16th  Con.  3d  Sesb.-43 


meat  at  any  moment  it  may  suit  the  conveaaienea 
of  your  Excellency.  From  the  nature  of  the  en- 
gagement, it  is  desirable  that  the  earliest  exchange 
should  be  made ;  and  this  would  be  pariienlany 
convenient,  as  an  opportunity  is  afforded  senfr- 
ing  this  important  document  to  my  Govonmat 
by  the  American  ship  of  war  Hornet,  now  in  the 
harbor  of  Cadiz,  and  destined  in  a  few  days  to  the 
United  Slates. 

I  seize  with  avidity  every  ofqwrtunity  to  present 
to  your  £zeellenoy,  whom  may  Ood  preserve,  the 
aanmnees  of  my  diatinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

The  Mabquib  of  Ca«a  Ybdjo. 


Ifr.  Arv^toelteJKir^ttteo/OMs  Kiffo. 

,  Madrid,  Sum  4, 1819. 
Sib  :  On  the  18th  of  May  last  1  addressed  to  yoar 
Excellency  an  official  note  to  inform  you  "that  I 
was  ready  to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  the  coB- 
VMtion,  concluded  at  Waslungton  by  Mr. 
Adams  and  the  Chevalier  de  Onis,  on  the  ^ 
February,  1819;  that  it  was  desirable,  from  the 
nature  of  that  intttrmnent,  that  an  immediate  ex- 
change of  ratifications  should  be  made,  the  more 
especially  so  as  I  had  an  opportuoity  of  sending 
it,  when  ratified  by  the  King,  to  the  United  States, 
by  the  American  stoop  of  war  Hornet,  then  ana 
now  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Cadiz."  The  time 
at  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  that  vessel  (by 
the  return  of  which  the  American  Government 
expects  to  receive  tbe  treaty  ratified  by  His  Ma- 
jesty) to  sail  for  the  United  States  has  so  nearly 
arrived,  that  it  is  my  indispensable  duty  to  call 
your  BxceUency's  attention  again  to  the  subject 
of  that  note.  It  would  be  painful  for  me  to  see 
this  ve«et  depart  without  the  treaty.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  had  a  just  and  well 
founded  expectatioa  that  bo  UBreaaonaUe  delay 
would  take  place,  and  therefore  looked  to  the  return 
of  this  vessel  for  the  instrument,  executed  with  due 
formalities.  Her  arrival  without  it  will  not  fail 
to  make  the  most  unfavorable- impressioni.  To 
obviate  such  an  effect  is  beyond  my  power,  as  I 
can  pvceive  no  adequate  motive  to  prevent  His 
Maj^ty's  Government  from  actiog  on  this  subject 

f trior  to  her  departure  from  Spain.  Your  Excel- 
eney^witl  not  deem  me  unnecessarily  importunate 
or  unreasonable  when  I  ask  an  immediate  attentim 
to  this  business,  and  express  my  conviction  that 
an  answer  will  be  given  to  this  and  to  my  note  of 
the  18th  of  May,  a&eady  alluded  to,  on  the  earliest 
day  that  the  convenience  of  His  M^jesty^  Gov^ 
emment  will  permit. 

I  renew  to  your  Ezeellmey,  whom  may  God 
pre8erve,thea«surancesof  my  distinguished  respect 
and  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


Don  MaimA  GoTuaia  Salmon  to  Mr.  Fbnyth. 

Palace,  Jtau  19, 1819. 

Sib:  TheK)og,myaugustmaster,has informed 
himself  of  the  contents  of  your  two  notes  of  the 
18th  of  May  last  and  4th  instant,  in  both  of  whiab 
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you  state  that  yoa  are  readr  to  exchange  the  rat- 
ifications of  the  treaty  concladed  at  Washington, 
on  the  23d  of  February  last,  by  Don  Luis  de  Onis 
and  Mr.  Adams,  and  that,  from  the  nature  of  that 
treaty,  and  the  favorable  opportunity  of  transmit- 
ting It  to  the  United  Stales,  by  the  Hornet  sloop 
of  war,  you  are  desirous  that  the  said  exchange 
may  be  made  as  expeditiously  as  may  be. 

I  hare  also  submitted  to  His  Majesty  the  pur- 
port of  your  rerbal  communications  to  me  on  this 
subject,  and  I  again  brought  to  his  view  your  ob- 
servations thereon  in  the  two  several  conferences 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you. 

His  Majesty  has^  in  consequence,  commanded 
me  to  inform  you,  in  reply}  tha^  on  reflecting  on 
the  great  importance  and  intoest  of  the  treaty  in 
qaesiioDj  he  is  under  the  indispensable  necessity 
of  examining  it  with  the  greatest  caution  and  de- 
liberation bubre  he  proceeds  to  ratify  it. 

This  being  all  I  am  enabled  to  commanicate  to 
you  on  this  point,  for  the  present,  I  avail  myself, 
with  pleasure,  of  the  roiewed  occasion  it  affords 
me  to  offer  yoa  my  respects,  and  I  pray  God  to 
preserre  you  many  years. 

M.  GONZALES  SALMON. 


Mr.  Foripth  to  Don  Mmad  GofualM  Salmon. 

Madrid, /uM  21, 1819. 

Sib  :  The  determination  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty to  delay  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  signed  on  the  22d  Febraary,  at  Wash- 
ington, by  Mr.  Adams  and  the  Chevalier  de  Onis. 
as  communicated  by  yoar  Excellency's  note  oi 
the  l9th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  notes  of  the  18th 
May  and  the  4th  of  the  current  month,  fills  me 
with  regret.  As  the  subject-matter  of  thai  treaty 
has  been  for  years  before  the  two  Governments, 
both  of  whom  have  no  doubt  long  since  discussed 
and  deliberately  determined  upon  what  they  would 
respectively  claim  and  yield^  I  took  it  for  granted 
no  motive  for  delay  could  exist.  Your  exceUency's 
note,  whilst  it  states  to  me  the  fact  that  a  longer 
delay  is  conten^lated,  does  not  eolighteQ  me  as 
to  the  cause.  The  measure  is,  no  doubt^  impor- 
tant and  interesting  to  His  Majesty's  kingdom, 
bat  no  new  li^ht  can  have  broken  in  upon  the  sub- 
ject since  the  instructions  were  given  to  the  Chev- 
alier de  Onis,  upon  which  the  treaty  is  founded,  on 
the  part  of  Spam — no  change  of  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  jnrties  to  it  had  occurred — no  new 
causes  of  difficulty  or  complaint  are  known  to 
exist  Although  the  words  of  the  treaty  allow 
six  months  to  elapse  before  the  instrument  is  an- 
nulled, if  the  exchange  of  ratifications  is  not  pre- 
viously made,  I  must  represent  to  your  excellency 
that  every  hour's  delay  is  at  variance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  instrument.  The  stipulated  time  was, 
to  guard  against  accidents,  extended  to  the  longest 
period  which,  under  any  circumstances,  coula  be 
required  to  effect  the  change.  Had  the  distance 
of  our  respective  Governments  permitted,  the  time 
fixed  would  not  have  been  extended  beyond  a  sin- 
gle day.  If  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
had  not  gratuitonsly  offered  the  exchange  here, 
Hia  Majesty  wooid  have  been  compelled  ere  ti^ia 


to  have  transmitted  the  treaty  ratified  on  the  jnrt 
of  Spain  to  America,  or  have  lost  the  benefit  of 
the  convention.  You  will  recollect  that  no  place 
is  fixed  at  which  the  exchange  is  to  be  made.  It  is 
to  the  confidence  of  the  American  Government  in 
the  good  disposition  of  Spain  that  the  King,  yoar 
master,  is  indebted  for  the  opportunity  thus  to  de- 
lay acting  upon  the  subject.  The  ill  consequences 
which  will  ensue  from  this  poiitpoQement,  and  the 
impression  likely  to  be  made  by  it,  can  be  easily 
foreseen.  Your  excellency  may  correctly  estimate 
the  conjectures  to  which  it  will  give  birth  in  the 
United  States  from  what  is  paasing  here.  Too, 
perhaps,  are  yet  to  learn  that  the  delay  of  the  last 
month  has  given  rise,  at  the  se«t  of  His  Majesty^ 
GoremmeDt,  among  his  own  subjects,  to  the  most 
monstrous  and  absurd  sappositions.  Among  the 
subjectsof  Spain,  those  who  oest  know  the  int^rity 
of  tne  King,  ana  the  purity  of  his  councils,  it  is 
asserted  that  an  act  required  by  the  policy  of  this 
Government,  essential  to  the  interests  of  this 
kingdom,  and  demanded  by  the  honor  of  the  King, 
will  not  DC  performed.  Yes,  sir ;  the  King  is  ca- 
lumniated in  his  very  capital  by  a  most  unjust 
surmise  that  there  will  be  a  refufsal  to  do  that 
which  the  reputation  of  Spain  requires — that 
which  Spain  dare  not  refuse  to  do.  Your  excd- 
lency  will  not  understand  this  as  threatening  His 
Majesty's  Government  with  the  consequences 
which  might  ensue  from  the  resentment  of  the 
United  States,  if  it  were  possible  for  Spain  to  act 
in  this  business  with  bad  faith.  Threats  are  used 
by  conscious  weakness,  not  by  cobbcIous  strength. 
I  know  too  welt  the  abundant  resoureesi  the  ex- 
panding power,  the  youthful  vigor  of  my  country, 
to  degrade  her  character  by  using  language  un- 
worthy of  it;  if  not  by  my  respect  for  Spain,  I 
should  be  prevented  by  the  fear  of  the  deserved 
resentment  of  my  own  country ;  I  should  not  be 
easily  forgiven  for  condescending  to  say  how  she 
would  punish  an  act  of  perfidy.  It  is  by  her  acts, 
and  not  by  the  railings  of  her  ministers,  that  she 
will  be  known  to  those  who  violate  the  faith 
pledged  to  her.  But  there  is  this,  which  a  just 
Gtovernment  will  more  cautiously  avoid  than  eveo 
the  well-founded  resentment  of  a  powerful  nation: 
the  degradation  of  conscious  baseness.  No  wise 
King  will  dare  to  do  an  act  which  would  deprive 
him  of  the  respect  of  all  nations,  sully  the  reputa- 
tion of  his  kingdom  in  the  eyes  of  the  civuizcd 
world,  and  de[ffire  his  peo|de  of  the  strongest  in- 
centive to  virtuous  exertions,  under  every  dispen* 
satioQ  of  Heaven — the  confidence  in  the  integrity 
of  their  Government.  If,  even  in  Spain,  onjost 
surmises  and  unfounded  mistrusts  are  entertained, 
your  Excellency,  recollecting  the  lately-subsided 
irritations  of  long-continu^  disputes  with  the 
Government  of  His  Majesty,  will  not  be  surprised 
that,  in  the  United  States,  the  same  cause  should 
produce,  not  suspicions,  but'firm  convictions  of  the 
intention  of  this  Government  to  disappoint  the 
expectations  reposed  in  its  good  faith.  I  know 
full  well  that  in  two  months  the  act  of  the  a.- 
change  of  ratifications  will  prove  that  these  loush 
convictions  have  been  hastily  and  incorrectly 
fbrmedj  but  the  impremon  of  them  may  remaia, 
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and  the  motire  for  the  delayed  exchange  majr  be 
misuoderstood.  I  have  used  erery  effort  to  avert 
it,  but  io  vain.  If  my  apprehensions  should  not 
be  realized,  I  shall  heartily  rejoice. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  say,  in  this  last  note 
that  I  shall  address  to  your  Sixcellency  on  this 
subject  that  whenever  His  Majesty  directs  to 
ezeoange  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  2&A  of 
Febrnary,  1819, 1  am  prepared,  at  any  E«riod  before 
the  22d  of  Aiigiiit,on  the  part  of  my  Govemmnit, 
to  perform  thst  ceremony. 

I  renew  to  yoar  Excellency,  whom  may  Ood 
iraenre^  the  fall  assorance  of  my  perfect  respect 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


Don  Mamd  OoatiUes  Salmon  to  Mr.  ArayfA. 

Madrid,  Avgu^  10, 1819. 

Sia:  I  duly  received  the  note  you  were  pleased 
to  address  to  me,  dated  the  2l9t  of  June  last,  in 
answa  to  that  which  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to 
you  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  being  my  re- 
ply to  your  notes  of  the  8th  of  May  and  4th  of 
June,  requesting  the  speedy  ratification  and  ex- 
ehai^  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  at  Washing- 
ton, on  the  23d  of  February  of  the  present  year, 
between  His  Majesty  the  King,  my  master,  ana 
your  GovernmeDt. 

In  my  said  reply,  I  confined  myself  tostating  to 
you  that  His  Majesty,  naving  taken  that  iroport- 
ant  subject  into  his  most  serious  consideration, 
had  found  it  indispensably  necessary  to  examine 
the  treaty  with  the  utmost  caution  and  reflection 
before  he  proceeded  to  ratify  it. 

In  your  answer  you  express  your  surprise  at  the 
delay  attending  a  transaction  which,  having  been 
already  thoroughly  discussed,  could  require  no  re- 
newed examination  of  its  final  and  definitive  deci- 
sion ;  and  the  more  so,  as  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  it  bad  experienced  no  change  with  either 
party.  Yoo  proceed  to  develop,  at  length,  the  in- 
juruma  efilbct  that,  in  your  opmioo,  must  be  pro- 
duced hy  the  ddav  of  tne  Spanish  Government  in 
concluding  this  a&ir,  and  also  of  the  disagreeable 
consequences  that  you  foresee  must  resiut  from 
that  delay ;  and  you  conclude  by  stating  that, 
whenever  His  Catholic  Majesty  shall  please  to 
authorize  me  to  exchange  the  ratificatiolis  of  ^ 
treaty  of  22d  February,  1819,  yon  are  ready  to  ex- 
ecute that  act  on  behalf  of  your  Government  at 
any  time  prior  to  the  date  of  the  22d  of  August. 

It  would  have  beeo  desirable  if  you  had  confiued 
yourself,  in  your  said  note,  to  expressing  your  sur- 
prise and  that  of  your  Government  at  the  delay  on 
tile  part  of  Bpaio  Id  terminating,  by  her  ratifica- 
tion, an  afiair  which,  according  to  the  intention 
of  both,  was  to  be  considered  as  concluded,  and  to 
earnestly  requesting  the  exchange  of  the  same,  by 
vhich  the  tHshes  of  your  Government,  and  one 
of  the  principal  objects  of  your  arrival  at  tois  Court, 
wotda  be  accomplished. 

Thus,  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  you  would  have 
only  conformed  to  the  instructions  which  you  will 
probaUy  receive  from  your  GoTcmmenl;  and, 
therefor^  other  eziweaauHU  and  phmsea  you  have 


used  in  your  note  cannot  fail  to  appear  very  extra- 
ordinary, which  your  ardent  zeal  for  the  interests 
of  your  nation  has  doubtless  prompted  you  to  «n- 
ploy,  but  in  which  you  have  been  earned  fardier 
than  really  could  have  bera  wished. 

The  expressions  and  phrases  alluded  to,  which  I 
refrain  from  otherwise  specifying,  are,  to  say  the 
least,  entirely  superfluous,  and  consequently  fore^ 
to  the  subject  in  question ;  they  have,  therefore, 
surprised  ue  more,  as  in  no  possible  case  can  they 
be  applicable  to  the  Spanidi  Government  or  to  its 
agents.  Convinced  of  the  rectitude  and  justice  of 
its  rights,  and  of  those  ever  prescribed  by  the 
bounds  of  moderation,  it  never  has.  Id  its  commit 
nications,  permitted  itself  to  go  to  such  extremea 
as  would  justify  the  proceeding  now  adverted  to. 

There  would  be  much  to  remark  upon  a  style 
so  unusual  in  diplomatic  communications,  and 
still  less  conformable  to  the  soitiments  of  mutual 
friendship  and  harmony  which  should  exist  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  of  Spain  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  well  as  of  those 
which,  as  its  representative,  you  are  in  a-situation 
to  enress ;  but  I  shall  abstain  from  any  particular 
detail  or  comment  upon  your  expressions,  and  con- 
fine myself  merely  to  declare  to  yon,  as  I  have 
already  done,  the  extreme  surprise  produced  by 
that  part  of  the  contenuof  your  note. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  authorized  by  the  Eiiw, 
my  master,  to  inform  yon  that,  having  deliberatdy 
weighed  the  important  subject  which  forms  the 
principal  object  of  your  commtmication.  he  is  of 
opinion  that  a  final  decision  cannot  betaken  there* 
upon  without  previously  entering  into  several  ex- 
planations with  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  some  of  which  your  Government  has 
given  rise. 

His  Majesty  has  therefore  been  pleased  to  charge 
with  his  full  confidence  a  person  possessing  ul 
the  qualifications  necessary  for  bringing  this  inte- 
resting trust  to  a  happy  conclusion,  who  will  forth- 
with ma^e  known  to  the  United  Sutes  His  Ma- 
jesty's intentions  on  this  point,  in  order  that  all 
obsiades  being  removed  on  the  one  side  and  cieai^ 
ed  up  on  the  other,  all  the  doubts  which  have 
arisen  may  be  done  away,  and  a  full  and  aati^tc- 
tory  accomplishment  given  to  the  earnest  desin 
which  has  animated  the  King,  my  masttr,  on  this 
subject,  which  certainly  has  uniformly  been  to  see 
the  friendship  and  good  uDdersianding  subsisting 
between  botn  Governments  established  on  the 
most  solid  basisjand  secured  against  future  chances 
of  interruption. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  persuades  himself  that  the 
Grovernment  of  the  United  States,  in  accordance 
with  these  principles  and  sentimenb,far  from  refut- 
ing to  admit  these  new  explanations,  will  cheer- 
fully receive  them  as  a  proof  of  the  good  faith  and 
frankness  of  the  conduct  of  Spain }  and  that  they 
will  accede  to  her  views,  by  pnnnoting  also  on 
their  part  the  speedy  eonclnsion  d  an  afiair  pro- 
ductive of  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  Powers. 
I  offer,  &c. 

MANUEL  a  SALMON. 

JOIH  FOBSTTH, 
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Mr.  Fanflh  to  Sour  Am  Mamiui  6<mM<Ue»  flUnon, 
Seer^rjf  of  State, 

Madrid,  Avsfiut  12, 1818. 

Sib  :  I  receired  tbis  moroiag  your  official  note 
of  the  10th  instant.  Some  of  the  expreanloos  of 
the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  present  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  SUt  of  June  last 
appear  to  have  ^ren  o&nce.  As  you  have  not 
lyeeified  the  paiticulnphrafieiorezpressioQS  which 
an  considered  ccnninUe,  I  can  only  say  that  it 
wu  &r  either  from  my  wish  or  intention  to  treat 
HU  Majesty's  'Qovernment  with  disrespect,  or 
ta  use  terms  calculated  to  interrupt  the  harmony 
u4  good  understandioR  which  ought  to  exist  . be- 
tween it  and  the  United  States,  fcame  here  in- 
■trmcted  by  the  President,  and  animated  by  the 
warmest  wishes  to  strengthen,  not  to  weaken,  the 
almost  broken  hands  of  amity  by  which  the  two 
nations  are  still  united.  I  can  Init  r^et  that,  in 
my  zeal  to  i»omote  this  great  object,  1  have  used 
language  capable  of  being  misunderstood.  You 
will  consider  that  this  r^ret  does  not  spring  from 
a  conviction  that  the  constructioi  put  upon  my 
note  is  just.  So  far  from  admitting  this,  I  must 
insist  that  there  is  nothing  containi^  in  it  which, 
if  rightly  interfweted,  coiud  be  deemed  objectioo- 
able ;  and  I  cannot  but  indujbEe  the  belief  that  the 
liBgaage  has  been  held  onaialTe,  not  from  its 
genuine  and  tnriginal  import,  but  from  some  Natal- 
ity in  its  apdication.  As  to  the  remarks  you  have 
baen  pleased  to  make,  that  these  nnustial  ezraea- 
iioBS  were  idle^  (peiomm,)  not  pertinent  to  the  busi- 
ness in  ^oestioo,  and  not  common  in  diplomatic 
MHnmtmication^  they  are  not  sufficiently  import- 
wit  to  merit  a  distinct  refdy.  The  first  two  it  is 
not  the  province  of  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
reprove ;  to  my  own  Government  I  look  for  ap- 
probation or  censure,  "^here  is  no  doubt  that  the 
|iertiaencyof  the  matters  referred  to  will  not  escape 
Its  penetration.  Should  I  be  convicted  of  the  of- 
fence of  departing  from  the  ordinary  diplomatic 
st^le,  I  shall  find  abundant  consolation  in  the  con- 
seiousnessof  having  expressed  just  sentiments  in 
simple  terms.  The  course  pursued  b^  the  Gov- 
ernment of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  intended  to 
ba  penisted  in,  as  indicated  by  yoar  note,  is  much 
more  likely  to  distorb  the  harmoDr  of  the  two  na- 
tiiMM  than  the  intemperate  zeal  of  the  r^esenta- 
tircs  or  agents  of  either.  On  the  22d  of  Pebruanr, 
the  convention  was  signed  at  Washington,  by  Mr. 
Adams  and  the  Chevalier  de  Oais.  In  April,  a 
copy  of  it  was  received  in  Spain  from  the  mes- 
senger sent  by  the  Spanish  Minister  from  America. 
It  is  not  necauary  to  remind  you  that  the  satisfac- 
tion of  this  Government  in  the  termination  of  this 
important  business  was  marked  by  the  distribution 
of  noDors  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown  to  persons  very 
remotely  connected  with  the  transaction.  What 
has  produced  the  very  surprising  change  in  the 
<^)iaions  then  entertained  on  this  subject,  k  for 
yon,  sir,  to  explain,  if  you  think  proper,  bat  is 
what  I  cannot  imagine.  On  the  iStb  of  May, 
immediatdy  after  my  introduction  to  His  Majesty, 
the  noteof  that  date  was  ddiveral.  Ii  was  tlumn 
steted  that  the  treaty  ratified  by  Ae  United  States 


was  in  Madrid,  and  aa  immediate  exchange  of  rati- 
fications was  asked,  that  this  important  document 
might  be  sent  to  my  Government  by  a  vessel  of 
war  bound  inashorttimefrom  Cadiz  to  America: 
to  this  no  reply  was  given.  Under  the  expectation 
entertained  from  several  conversations  with  the 
Majrquis  de  Casa  Yrujo,  the  substance  of  which 
has  been  verbally  stated  to  you,  the  vessel  was  de- 
tained in  the  port  of  Cadiz  until  the  3d  of  Jolf. 
In  this  interval  the  only  eommunieation  leeeiTed 
on  this  important  subject  was  your  noteof  tbe  iMi 
June,  the  purport  of  which  wa^  that  Hia  Majoty 
found  it  necessary  to  proceed  with  the  ddibaatioft 
and  slowness  demanded  by  its  importance,  to  con- 
sider the  BU^ect  of  the  treaty.  On  the  12tb  day 
of  August,  His  Majesty's  Government  gives  notice, 
by  your  tKMe  of  the  lOtfa,  of  its  determination>-to 
ratify  1  no,  sir,  to  send  a  person  to  Washington, 
possessing  the  confidence  oT  the  King,  and  having 
the  necessary  qualifications  to  terminate  hapfiily 
this  a&ir.  Can  it  have  escaped  the  obsorvatioB 
of  this  Government  that  this  afiair  most  terminate 
in  ten  days?  While  a  failtire  toreeolve  finishes 
the  business  in  a  few  days,  this  Government  thinks 
that  a  definitive  resolution  cannot  be  taken  witbont 
first  entering  into  various  explanations  with  the 
United  States,  to  some  of  whteh  the  Government 
of  the  said  States  has  given  oecancm.  What  eir- 
comstence  in  tbe  history  of  this  a&ir  surtains  the 
asBuranees  that  Hu  Majest^f  fiads  hiaiadf  animated 
by  the  most  vehement  desires  to  preserve  a  good 
uodersteoding  with,  and  the  friendship  of,  the 
United  States  7  Is  it  the  disaf^intment  of  the 
rational  anticipation,  indulged  in  America,  that 
the  treaty  ratified  by  Spain  would  be  carried  tbera 
in  the  snip  of  war  Hornet  t  The  determination 
to  send  a  messenger  to  the  United  States  for  ex- 
planations, at  this  period,  when  his  voyage,  as 
It  regards  tbe  convention,  must  be  useless ;  and 
the  only  hope  which  can  be  entertained  IVma  it  ii^ 
that  a  new  negotiation  mav  be  commenced — a  cir- 
cumstance of  especial  weight,  when  it  is  recollected, 
that  this  measeager  m^;hi  have  been  sent  to  Wash- 
ington, the  desired  explanations  m^t  have  been 
asked,  and  given  there  prior  to  the  atd  of  Atigos^ 
if  the  King,  your  master,  bad  decided  pronpIlT 
on  this  course.  Or  is  it  in  the  ine^lieaUa  and 
studious  avoidanoeof  the  natural  order  of  pFoeead 
ing  in  a  ease  of  this  kind— an  aiqdicalioa  to  Un 
Minister  of  the  United  States  near  the  Coort  of 
His  Majesty  for  these  necessary  explanations,  when 
thev  might  have  been,  possibly,  long  stuce  fp^rtn, 
and  still  may  be  ^iven  before  the  period  arrives 
when  the  convention  of  the  32d  of  February  eeaaes 
to  be  obligatory  upon  the  parties  to  it  1  You  will 
forgive  me,  sir,  if  I  perceive  in  ntme  of  these  civ- 
cumstances  indications  of  those  vehement  desires 
by  which  His  Majesty's  Goverameut  is  animated, 
to  establish,  on  a  solid  basis,  a  good  understandiag 
with  the  United  States,  to  which,  in  the  osou 
style  of  diplomatic  communications,  you  rrfcr. 
Since,  however,  I  am  bound  and  most  wiHiiig  W 
believe  their  ezistmce,  although  tbe  eondaet  et 
Spain  has  a  tendraey  to  forea  a  diffirait  cMvie- 
tim  upon  the  mind,  ulow  me  to  Mugesl  the  onty 
mode  m  which  th^  can  now  ba  fUuy  niaiufeatea 
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and  gratified ;  with  that  fraakneas  and  opeoQess 
so  hoBGiabk  to  all  natioas,  aiul  by  whi^  the  Cas- 
tiiiao  character  has  been  distibguished,  disclose 
the  difficulties  that  appear  to  inteqioBe  themselves 
to  prevent  the  immeaiate  conelusioii  of  this  aflair. 
I  am  fully  imtraeted  1^  the  GoTemmmt  of  my 
coantry  upon  ihe  only  poiat  on  which  it  ean  have 
given  a  motiTe  for  apumatioDi ;  and  while  I  can- 
not imas^ne  what  otbers  are  wished  for,  I  per- 
aoade  myself  that  I  am  so  well  possessed  of  its 
wishes  intentitms  as  to  be  able  to  give  full 
aati^aetiozi  to  Hb  Majesty  upon  any  part  of  the 
tfeily,  the  eluci^tioo  of  which  may  be  desired. 

I  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  asiumnceB  of  my  dia- 
tiumistMd  CMtuderation. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Tht  Santary  <^  StaU  to  Mr.  JOn  Fsnpth. 
Dbpabtheht  or  Statb, 

Wugbinffton,  Avgtut  18, 1819. 

Sin :  Captain  Read,  of  the  Hornet,  has  delir- 
«red  to  me  your  despatches  of  the  10th,  17th,  and 
SSd  of  June,  which  have  been  snhmitted  to  the 
coasidemtion  of  the  Prerident. 

However  extraordinary  the  conduct  of  the  Span- 
ish Government,  in  relation  to  the  treaty  siffoed 
on  the  22d  of  February  last,  has  been,  the  Ftesi- 
4eat  is  uawUling  to  ahaadoo  the  hope  that,  within 
the  period  of  six  months  allowed  for  tlie  ezchaoge 
of  the  ratifications,  a  sense  of  justice,  and  of  de- 
eeni  r^ard  for  the  public  faith  of  the  King  and 
nation,  solemoty  pledged  by  the  treaty,  will  pre- 
Tail  over  the  individual  intrigues  and  lurking  in  - 
joence  which  prompted  the  delay  that  has  taken 
|dace.  Should  this  expectation,  however,  be  dis- 
appointed, and  should  the  treaty  remain  unratified 
by  Spain  at  the  time  when  you  shall  receive  this 
despatch^  yon  wilt  immediately  make  an  official 
oommnnieation  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiairs, 
stating  that  the  mtifioation  of  Spain,  with  the  ex- 
plicit naderstanding,  on  her  part,  that  the  alleged 
grants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  Count  of  Pnnon 
Rostto,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  and  all  odiers  which  may 
Juve  been  made  under  the  same  eircamstanees, 
are,  by  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty,  null  and 
void,  and  wilT  be  so  held  by  the  United  States, 
will  be  accepted  as  ^  valid;  and  that  you  are  au- 
thorized to  receive  the  Spanish  ratification  in 
exchange  for  that  the  United  States,  though 
nAer  the  lapse  of  the  stipulated  six  months,  pro- 
Tided  the  excluinge  shall  be  immediate,  aoo  in 
anefa  time  that  yon  can  dopatch  the  laCifieid  treaty 
hy  the  messenger  who  will  be  the  bearer  of  this 
in  season  to  arrive  here  before  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, on  tbe  first  Monday  in  Deoembaj  thaLif 
the  ratified  treaty  should  not  arrive  here  at  that 
time,  a  full  communication  will  be  made  by  the 
President  to  Congress  of  all  the  transactions  re- 
lating to  the  treiMy,  and  snch  measures  will  be 
adopted  by  that  body  as  they  shall  think  required 
Ity  the  exigency  of  the  case ;  that,  whatever  thek 
dctcrmiDation  may  be,  tite  Spanish  Cbvemment 
will  be  resprasiUe  to  the  United  Sutes  for  all 
damages  and  expenses  which  may  arise  from  the 
delay  at  lefaal  of  Spain  to  ratiry,  and  from  the 


measures  to  which  the  United  States  may  resort 
to  give  efficacy  to  thdr  rights ;  and  that,  for  the 
imwmnities  to  which  they  will  be  justly  entitled 
for  this  violation  of  faith  by  Spain,  tiiw  Umted 
States  wSl  look  to  the  territory  weit  of  the  Sabiae 
river. 

The  only  reasim  assigned  by  the  Minister  <iS 
State  od  Mfrf»,  Salmon,  for^  postponement  of 
the  Spanish  ratification  was,  the  determinatioa 
of  the  Sing,  foonded  upon  the  great  importaiiee 
of  the  treaty,  to  act  upon  it  with  full  ddiberation. 
This  may  have  been  sufficient  to  justify  delay 
within  the  period  stimilated'  by  the  treaty,  bo^ 
after  the  expiration  oi  that  penod,  can  no  loq;^ 
be  alleged.  Delay  beyond  mat  period  will  be  a 
breach  of  faith;  for  toe  treaty,  in  all  itx  parti, 
from  tbe  moment  of  its  signature  by  Mr.  Onis,  and 
the  ratification  of  the  United  States,  wasas  bind- 
ing upon  the  honor  and  good  &ith  of  the  Spanish 
King  and  nation  as  it  would  be  after  tbe  ratifica- 
tion. It  is  scarcely  aamosaUe  that  Spain  will 
cMtest  this  position,  or  that  it  ahonld  be  necennry 
to  present  it  to  her  view  in  the  foUowiog  terns  m 
the  full  power  of  Mr.  Oals^  the  wiginal  of  whidi, 
signed  by  the  King  of  Spain,  wds  ddivered  to  me 
before  the  signature  of  the  treaty.  The  words  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  are,  after  aothoriziog  Mr. 
Onis  to  treat,  ni^gotiate,  and  cmclode  a  treatjr, 
whereby  past  difl^nces  may  be  adjusted,  and  n 
firm  and  lasting  peaoe  established  between  the  two 
Qovernments:  "Obliging  ourselves,  as  we  do 
hereby  oblige  ourselves  and  pnunise,  on  the  faith 
and  word  of  a  Hing,  to  approve,  ratify,  and  fulfil, 
and  to  cause  to  be  inviolably  ohserved  and  ful- 
filled, whatsoever  may  be  stipulated  and  signed  fay 
you ;  to  which  intent  and  purpose,  I  gtant  yon  aU 
authority  and  full  power,  la  tbe  most  ample  form, 
thereby  as  of  right  required."*  If  language  so 
explicit  and  unqualified  were,  in  regard  to  its  in»* 
port,  susceptible  <^  any  doubt,  founded  on  the 
usage  which  remirce  toe  ratifieation  of  the  sove- 
reign for  the  fill!  consanuDatiobof  a  treaty,  thcve 
is  nothing  dnbious  or  mieortaia  in  the  extent  of 
oUlgntion  resting  upon  him,  by  tbe  signature  of 
bis  Minister,  vested  with  such  a  full  power.  The 
following  passages  from  Vattelaad  Martens  an 
decisive  amhorities  upon  the  princii4e: 

"Soverngns  treat  together  bv  the  agency  «f 
th«r  attorneys  or  mandatories,  clothed  with  suffi- 
cieai  powers;  they  ore  commonly  called  fkeoipo- 
tentiaries.  All  the  roles  of  the  law  of  nature, 
concerning  things  perfonned  by  commission,  are 
here  applicable.  The  rights  of  the  agent  are  de- 
fined by  the  authority  given  him.  From  this  he 
must  not  depart ;  but  \raatever  he  promises  within 
tbe  terms  of^his  commission,  and  accrardtng  to  tbe 
extent  of  his  powers,  is  lading  upon  his  con- 
stitnent" 

"  At  this  time,  to  avoid  all  danger  and  diA- 


•  •<  Obligsndonos  j  prometemos,  en  lb  y  psiabra  As 
Rey,  que  sprobsremos,  rstiflcmremos,  compHiviBM,  y 
hsreraM  Dbnmr  y  cDinplir  iaviohtblenente  qasnte 
por  v«s  filers  sstipulsdo  j  firmsdo ;  pan  lo  qoal  Oi 
eoncedo  todas  las  &eulladss  j  plenos  poderss  on  la 
firaa  mas  an^Iu  que  d«  deieeho  m  re^uisten.'* 
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8paw—RatiJlcation  of  the  Treaty  of  1819. 


cnltj,  priaees  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of 
ratiiyiDf  that  which  has  been  coDcladed  by  their 
nuDister  in  their  name.  The  full  poww  is  merely 
m  commissioD,  cim  Ubera.  If  this  commission 
irae  to  have  its  full  effect,  it  should  be  giren  with 
the  Dtmost  circumspectioa ;  but,  as  princes  can  be 
oonstrained  to  fulfil  their  obligations  only  by  force 
of  arms,  the  cosUMp  has  arisen  of  relying  apon 
their  treaties  onW^afier  they  hare  sanctioned  and 
ratified  them.  Whatever  the  minister  has  con- 
cluded ronaining  ineffectual  until  the  ratification 
of  the  prince,  there  is  less  dan^-of  giving  him 
«  full  power.  But  to  refuse,  with  honor,  to  ratify 
that  which  has  been  concluded  in  virtue  of  a  full 
power,  the  sovereign  must  have  strong  and  solid 
reasons  for  it,  and,  particularly,  hemust  show  that 
his  Minister  transcended  hia  instructions." —  Vattd, 
took  3,  duipter  12,  §  156. 

Every  thing  that  has  been  stipulated  by  an 
agent,  in  conformity  to  his  full  powers,  ought  to 
become  obligatory  for  the  State,  from  the  moment 
of  signing,  without  even  wailing  for  the  mtifica- 
tiMi.  However,  not  to  expose  a  Slate  to  the  err<ffs 
of  a  single  person,  it  is  now  become  a  general 
muim  that  public  conventionn  do  not  becnne  ob- 
ligatory till  ratified.  The  motive  of  this  custom 
euatly  proves  that  the  ratification  can  never  be 
refused  with  justice,  except  when  he  who  is  charged 
with  the  negotiation,  keepingwitfain  compass  with 
respect  to  his  public  full  powers,  has  gone  beyond 
his  secret  instructions,  and  consequently  has  ren- 
dered himself  liable  to  punishment,  or  when  the 
other  party  refuses  to  ratify." — Atwieiu^t  Summary^ 
book  2,  chapter  1,  sec.  3. 

The  obTigation  of  the  King  of  Spain,  therefore, 
in  honor  and  in  justice,  to  ratify  the  treaty  signed 
by  his  Minister,  is  as  perfect  and  unqualified  as 
his  royal  promise  in  the  full  power ;  and  it  gives 
to  the  United  States  the  right,  equally  perfect,  to 
■compel  the  performance  of  that  promise. 

Shoold  it  be  mggeatei  that  the  United  States 
thanaelves  faave,.oa  more  tlum  one  occasion,  with- 
held or  annexed  conditions  to  the  ratification  of 
treaties  signed  by  their  Plenipotentiaries  in  Eu- 
rope, it  will  readujr  occur  to  you  that,  by  the  na- 
ture of  oar  Constitution,  the  full  powers  of  our 
Ministers  never  are  or  can  be  unlimited ;  that 
whatever  they  conclude  must  be,  and  by  the  other 
contracting  party  is  always  known  and  understood 
to  be,  subject  to  the  deliberation  and  determination 
of  the  Senate,  to  whose  consideration  it  must  be 
fflibmitted  before  its  ratification ;  that  our  full  pow- 
ers never  contain  the  solemn  promise  of  the  nation 
to  ratify  whatever  the  Minister  shall  conclude, 
tmt  reserve,  expressly,  not  only  the  usual  right  of 
ratification,  but  the  Constitutional  privilege  of  the 
Senate,  to  give  or  withhold  the!/  assent  to  the 
latifieation ;  without  which  assent,  by  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  the  vote 
takoi  after  consideration  of  the  treaty,  the  Presi- 
dent has  no  authority  to  ratify.  In  withholding 
or  refusing  the  ratification,  therefore,  no  promise 
or  engagement  of  the  State  is  violated.  But  nei- 
ther ue  same  reason  nor  the  same  principle  ap- 
^ies  to  the  Ring  of  Spain,  who  possesses  the  sole, 
entire,  and  exclusive  power  of  ratifying  treaties 


made  by  his  Ministers,  and  who,  therefore,  by  the 

firomise,  on  the  faith  and  word  of  a  King,  to  rati- 
y  whatever  his  Minister  shall  sign,  commits  his 
own  honor  and  that  of  his  nation  to  the  fulfilment 
of  his  promise.  This  distinction  is  wdl  known 
and  clearly  recogpised  by  the  law  of  nations.* 

The  Bpanisb  Government  cannot  allege  either 
that  Mr.  Onis  transcended  his  secret  instroetions, 
or  that  the  ratification  of  the  United  Slates  has 
been  refused,  or  that  anjr  unfair  advantage  was 
takenon  the  tmrtof  the  United  States  in  tbeiugotia- 
tioo,  or  that  Spain  was  not  fttUy  aware  beftwehand  of 
the  full  extent  of  the  engagnnents  contracted  by 
Mr.  Onis.  It  is  too  well  known,  and  they  will  not 
dare  to  denv  it,  that  Mr.  Onis's  last  instractions 
authorized  nim  to  concede  much  more  than  he 
did ;  that  those  instructions  had  been  prepared  by 
Mr.  Pizarro;  that,  afler  the  appointment  of  the 
Mari^uis  de  Casa  Yruio  to  the  ministry,  they  were 
by  faim  submitted  to  the  King's  council,  and,  with 
their  full  sanction,  were  transmitted  to  Mr.  Onis; 
that,  both  in  relation  to  the  grants  of  lands  in 
Florida,  and  to  the  Western  boundary,  the  terms 
which  ne  obtained  were  far  within  the  Umils  of 
his  instructions ;  that  it  was  known  lo  and  undo- 
stood  by  him  that  the  grants  to  Alagon,  Punon 
Rostro,  and  Vargas,  were  annulled  by  the  trea^ ; 
that,  so  fuUy  was  this  his  understanding,  that,  in 
his  despatehes  to  bis  Qovernment,  he  pointed  out 
to  them  means  of  indemnifylog  those  grantees  for 
their  disappointment  from  other  lands.  The  Gov- 
erument  ot  the  United  States,  indeed,  considered 
the  moderation  and  generosity  of  the  terms  to 
which  they  had  acceded  as  a  pledge  that  they 
would  be  received  with  pride  and  jov  by  the  Span- 
ish Qovernment ;  and  so,  it  will  not  dc  denied,  tbey 
were  in  the  first  instance  received  by  the  King  of 
Spain  and  his  Cabinet.  If,  afterwards,  from  the 
unexpected  extent  of  sacrifices  which  the  United 
States  made,  for  the  purposes  of  conciliation  and 
of  sincere  amity,  Spain  has  drawn  the  infermce 
that  this  temper  may  be  trifled  with  and  abuaed, 
it  is  proper,  and  will  be  just,  that  she  dionld  be 
effectually  undeceived. 

Should  the  ratification  be  withheld,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  some  other  reason  than  the  impor- 
tance of  the  treaty  will  ultimately  be  assigned  bf 
Spain  for  withholding  it.  What  that  will  k,  can  at 

E resent  only  be  conjectured.  If  the  grants  to  tbe 
>uke  of  Alagon  and  Count  Punon  Rostro  should 
be  assigned  as  forming  the  objection,  you  will  expli- 
citly declare  that  the  United  States  nave  no  com- 
promise to  make,  and  will  listen  to  none  on  that  * 
sutgect.  The  insinuation  of  the  Marquis  of  Casa 


*  The  sovereign  who  poeseeaea  fall  and  absolate 
power  has  undoubted!;  the  right  to  treat  in  the  name 
of  the  State  which  he  represents,  and  bis  engagements 
bind  the  whole  nation.  Bat  the  ralersof  nations  ha«e 
not  all  the  exelosive  power  of  making  public  treati««; 
some  are  nndn  the  restrieUon  of  takuig  the  adriea  of 
Ui«  Senate,  or  of  the  repreeentativaa  of  the  nstioii.  It 
is  in  the  fundamental  laws  of  eadi  Stale  that  we  matt 
look  for  the  power  capable  of  contrsetiog  valid  sogigv- 
menU  in  the  name  of  the  Btalbt^YatM,  boekttek^ 
<«r  13,  we.  IM. 
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Ynijo  that  those  grantB,  by  the  letter  of  the  eighth 
article,  would  be  conGrmed  if  dated  before  the 
24th  of  January,  1818,  was  totally  uafouoded. 
Mr.  Oitis  knows  that  the  whole  of  the  eighth  ar- 
ticle wai  finally  drawn  up  as  it  stands,  with  the 
express  intentioiu  declared  by  m&  and  agreed  to 
lijr  himj  to  exclude  them  from  confirmation,  what- 
erer  might  be  their  dates.  Hr.  Onis,  on  the  first 
projet  of  a  treaty,  delivered  on  the  9th  of  Febru- 
ary, had  drawn  tne  article  in  such  terms  as  to  con- 
firm all  grants  made  before  the  24th  of  January, 
1618.  ir  the  article  had  eren  been  accepted  by 
us  in  those  terms,  it  could  only  by  an  unworthy 
deception  be  pretended  that  it  covered  the  grants 
of  Alagon  and  Punon  Rostro,  because  it  had  been 
explicluy  agreed,  on  both  sides,  that  they  should 
be  annulled,  and  because  Mr.  Onis,  who  alwavs 
spoke  of  them  as  fraudulent  grants,  of  which  he 
was  ashamed  for  his  country,  has  repeatedly  de- 
clared to  me  that  he  signed  the  treaty  without 
knowing  their  dates,  but  fully  believing  them  to 
be  sofas^nent  to  the  24th  of  January.  If,  then, 
the  con&mation  of  the  grants  prior  to  that  date 
had  been,  as  it  was  first  proposed  by  Mr.  Onis, 
positive  and  unqualified,  and  if  the  grants  had 
been  completely  made  before  that  date,  mere  might 
be  some  pretence  that  they  were  covered  by  the 
letter  of  tne  article,  thoueh  by  a  mistake  common 
to  both  parties,  of  whicn  a  just  and  honorable 
Government  would  disdain  to  take  any  other  ad- 
vantage than  that  of  manifesting  its  good  faith  by 
its  cheerfulness  and  promptitude  in  rectifying  the 
error,  and  fulfilling  the  intention  instead  of  the 
letter  of  the  engagement.  But  the  article  was 
not  accepted  in  this  form.  In  the  counter-projet, 
delivered  by  me  on  the  13th  of  February,  the 

5 rants  prior  to  the  24th  of  January,  1818,  the  con- 
itions  of  which  should  have  been  performed  by 
the  grantees,  and  none  other,  were  declared  to  be 
confirmed.  At  the  time  that  the  counter-projet 
vras  received  by  Mr.  Onis,  he  was  confined  to  his 
house  by  indisptuition  j  at  his  request,  the  commu- 
nications between  him  and  me  were  made  by  the 
friendly  interposition  of  the  Froich  Minister,  M. 
Hyde  de  Nenville.  Mr.  Onis  insisted  on  the  ar- 
ticle concerning  the  ntints  as  drawn  up  by  him, 
not  for  the  purpose  oT  coverbg  these  grants,  for 
he  professed  an  earnest  desire  that  they  should  be 
annulled,  for  the  vindication  of  his  own  character 
from  the  aspersion  which  had  been  circulated 
here,  that  he  had  a  personal  interest  in  them ;  but 
he  had  drawn  the  article  in  these  terms  merely  to 
save  the  honor  of  the  King.  It  was  then  observed 
that  the  honor  of  the  King  could  be  saved  by  de- 
claring the  grants  prior  to  the  24th  January,  1818, 
binding  to  the  same  extent  as  they  would  have 
been  upon  the  Spanish  Government  if  the  cession 
to  the  United  States  had  not  been  made.  It  was 
known  and  admitted  tliat  neither  of  those  grants 
would,  in  that  cas&  have  been  valid,  because  the 
conditions,  by  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  indispensa- 
ble to  their  validity,  neither  had  been^  nor  could 
be,  fulfilled  by  the  Kranteesj  and  their  non-per- 
formance had  been  formally  assigned  by  Mr.  Onis, 
in  his  letter  to  me  of  November  16,  1818,  as  his 
reason  for  agreeing  to  their  being  snnuUed.  But 


he  observed  that  there  were  grants  of  old  standing, 
made  bona  fide  to  persons  in  actual  possession  of 
the  lands,  and  having  made  improvements  and 
settlements  upon  them,  but  who,  by  the  late  revo- 
lutions in  Surope,  and  the  convulsed  state  of 
Spain,  bad  been  jfrevented  from  eompletiog  all 
the  conditions  of  their  grants;  that  it  ttouHi  be 
but  equitalde  to  allow  them  lime  from  the  dale  of 
the  treaty  to  fulfil  them.  To  this  a  ready  assent 
was  jgiveo,  and  the  article  was  thus  agreed  t<^ 
limiting  to  such  grants  alone  the  confirmation 
prior  to  the  24th  of  January,  1818. 

Minutes  of  the  discussion  upon  this  article  were 
drawn  up  in  writing,  at  the  time,  by  Mr.  De  Neu- 
ville,  copies  of  which  were  furnished  both  to  Mr. 
Onis  and  to  me  prior  to  the  signature,  and  recog- 
nised by  us  both  to  be  correct.  An  abstract  from 
them  of  all  that  relates  to  this  article,  together 
with  the  draught  of  the  article  as  first  proposed  by 
Mr.  Onis,  of  that  in  our  counter-projet,  and  of  the 
article  as  finally  agreed  to,  is  herewith  enclosed. 
They  will  show  that  the  confirmation  of  the  grants 
to  Alagon,  Funon  Rostro,  and  Vai^as,  is  as  effect- 
ualljr  excluded  by  the  limitations  in  the  first  part 
of  tne  artiel&  if  their  date  is  prior  to  the  24tn  of 
January,  1818,  as  by  the  date  itself  if  made  subse- 
quent to  that  time.  They  were  not  excluded  hf 
name  for  two  reasons :  First,  conformably  to  the 
desire  of  Mr.  Onis  to  save  the  honor  of  the  King. 
You  will  see  this  distinctly  noted  in  the  minutes 
of  Mr.  De  Neuville.  Secondly,  because,  from  the 
despatches  of  Mr.  Erving,  it  was  supposed  there 
were  other  grants  of  the  same  kind,  and  made  un- 
der similar  circumstances.  To  have  named  them 
might  have  left  room  for  a  presumptive  inference 
in  favor  of  others.  The  determination  was  to  ex- 
clude them  all. 

No  reliance  was  placed  upon  the  exclusion  by 
the  date,  because  the  grants  having  been  secretly 
made,  and  without  the  usual  formalities,  the  copies 
of  them  received  by  Mr.  Erving  might  be  unauthen- 
tic ;  because  no  copy  of  the  grant  to  Alagon  had 
been  received;  and  because,  if  fraud  was  to  be 
guarded  against,  it  was  well  knovrn  that  ante- 
dating was  one  of  its  most  familiar  and  favorite 
expedients.  When,  shortly  aAer  the  signature  of 
the  treaty,  a  rumor  was  circulated  here  that  the 
date  of  the  grants  was  one  day  prior  to  the  24th 
of  January,  1818,  and  that  this  last  date  had  been 
assumed  with  the  intention,  at  least  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Onis,  that  they  should  be  confirmed,  without 
admitting  the  suspicion  that  he  had  attempted  a 
deception  for  which  the  language  of  decency  has 
no  name,  it  was  yet  thought  advisable  that  no 
shadow  of  a  pretence  should  by  any  possibility  be 
raised  aOer  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  by  Spain 
or  the  grantees,  that  those  grants  were  confirmed, 
or  that  either  party  of  the  compact  had  undmtooa 
that  they  would  be  by  the  article  as  it  stood.  Yoa 
were  therefore  instructed,  on  exchansing  the  rati- 
fications, to  deliver  a  declaration  of  this  construc- 
tion, which  it  had  be^  the  avowed  intention  of 
both  parties  at  the  signature  that  the  eighth  arti- 
cle should  bear  in  relation  to  the  grants  in  ques- 
tion, and  the  only  one  which  the  United  States 
should  ever  admit.  Mr.  Oitis,  by  his  answer  to 
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tuf  note  of  the  10th  March,  aoequiTocally  recog- 
nised that  such  had  been  his  understanding  of  the 
import  of  the  article  when  he  signed  it.  He  added, 
indeed,  that,  if  he  had  known  toat  the  grants  were 
of  a  prior  date,  he  should  hare  insisted  upon  their 
being  confirmed.  But,  without  remarking  that . 
his  ignorance  of  their  dates  could  have  no  possible 
e^ct  to  render  valid  that  which  he  had  agreed  . 
and  understood  to  be  null  and  void,  it  had  escaped 
fais  recollection  that,  in  his  note  to  me  of  the  16th 
HoTember,  1818,  be  had  agreed  that  these  grants 
•hould  all  beannnUed,  because  iheir  conditiotw  had 
not  been  Alfllled  the  grantees.  The  President 
itf  the  United  States  is  jet  willing  to  ncoept  of  the 
■ntifleation  of  that  treaty  by  Spain.  It  settles  im- 
portut  interests  I  it  secures  pacific  and  faarmo- 
nkwi  relations  -with  Spain ;  it  proridea  indemni- 
tiea  to  many  of  our  citizens  for  injuries  which 
Spnin  acknowledges  they  have  saffeted  from  her ; 
and  it  gives  us  Florida,  a  land  useless  and  expen- 
arve  to  Spain,  though,  chiefly  by  its  position,  ralu- 
able  to  as.  But,foraU  these  advantages,  we  know 
that  we  have  given  in  the  same  treaty  ample  and 
generous  equivalent  to  Spain,  and  sne  will  find 
herself  much  deceived  if,  in  the  hope  of  makii^ 
-hereafter  a  better  bargain,  she  now  disdains  them. 
To  possess  Florida,  with  the  full  and  fair  consent 
of  Spain,  is  undoubtedly  an  object  of  interest  to 
Hk  American  QoTemment ;  but  an  object  of  in- 
4ailely  deeper  and  dearer  intwest  to  them  is  to  ob- 
serve towards  Spain,  and  all  other  nations,  a  just 
•and  candid  and  sini^e-hearted  course  of  conduct, 
free  from  fraud,  artifice,  or  disguise;  and  that 
which  they  observe,  they  demand  m  return.  They 
will  neither  themselves  practise,  nor  from  others 
ralmkit  to,  a  disin^uous,  donble-dealtsg  system 
of  treachery,  paltering  with  its  own  engagements, 
and  spreading  snatea  for  the  generous  confidence 
«f  good  faith. 

Tou  will,  therefore,  on  no  consideration,  ex- 
change the  ratifications  without  delivering  the 
declaration  prescribed  by  your  instructions  when 
you  took  charge  of  the  treaty;  and  you  will  not 
tail,  if  the  ratification  be  withheld,  to  address  an 
earnest  remonstrance  to  the  Spanish  Gorernmait 
against  the  grants  themselves,  and  the  circum- 
atanees  under  which  ther  were  issued. 

The  proposal  of  Mr.  Onis's  letter  to  this  depart- 
ment, or  the  31st  October,  1818,  was  as  follows : 
"  That  the  late  gmnti  made  by  His  Majesty  in 
Ac  Fioridas,  since  the  S4th  of  January  last,  the 
date  of  my  first  note  announcing  His  Majesty's 
williogoess  to  cede  them  to  the  United  States, 
(the  said  grants  having  been  made  with  a  view  to 
promote  popidation,  cultivation,  and  industry,  and 
not  with  that  of  alienating  them,)  shall  be  declared 
null  and  void,  in  considerittion  of  the  grantees  not 
having  complied  with  the  essential  conditions  of 
•the  cessions,  as  has  been  the  fact."  And  in  his 
letter  of  the  10th  March,  referring  to  this  pro- 
posal, he  says:  "With  the  frankness  and  good 
faith  which  have  uniformly  actuated  my  con- 
duct, and  which  distinguish  the  character  of  the 
Bpanish  nation,  I  have  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that 
wKui  I  proposed  the  reroeation  of  ail  the  grants 
-ttiade  subsequently  to  the  date  above  mentitmed,  it 


was  with  the  full  belief  that  it  com|H«hended 
those  made  to  the  Duke  of  Alaffon,  as  well  asanr 
others  whioh  had  been  stipulated  at  that  period." 
Here,  then,  is  the  express  declaration  of  tlK  Span- 
ish negotiator  of  thai  treaty:  Isi.  That  the  gnanb 
in  question  were  all,  in  his  full  belief  when  be 
made  ihe  proposal,  included  among  those  posi- 
tively aooulled  by  the  date;  2i.  That  these  granb 
had  been  made  by  the  King,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
moting population,  cultivation,  and  industry,  and 
not  with  that  of  alienating  the  territory;  and  3d. 
That  the  grants  were  idl  null  and  toi^  because 
the  grantees  had  not  femnplied  with  the  esacBiaal 
ctmoitions  of  the  giants. 

TJow,  what  ahaU  be  said  after  these  plais  aad 
positive  declarations,  when  Spain  advances,  as  the 
only  ground  of  pretence,  that  these  grants  were 
confirmed  by  the  treaty ;  that  they  were  dated  be- 
fore the  34ta  of  January,  1618,  mdeed,  bat  after 
the  instructions  by  which  Mr.  Onis  was  author- 
ized to  make  his  proposal  of  that  date  for  the  eea- 
sion  of  the  Fioridas  had  been  deepatehed  to  him 
from  Madrid?  What  becomes  of  his  positiTe 
assurance  that  these  grants  were  made  for  the 
population  and  improvonCTt  of  the  territory,  and 
not  with  a  view  of  alienation  7  And  what  was 
the  meaning  of  Spain  in  stipulating  that  an  ac- 
knowledged debt  of  indemnities  from  her  to  citi- 
zens of  trie  United  States,  at  least  to  the  amooot 
of  $5,000j000,  should  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of 
public  lands  in  Florida,  when  she  now  comes  and 
says  that  even  while  her  Minister  was  signing  this 
compact  on  her  part^  his  Soverdgn,  a  aeeiet 
and  irr^ular  alienation  of  iba  lends,  had  made 
its  accomplishment  impossible  ?  In  whatever 
other  light  it  is  to  be  considered,  it  is  an  injury  to 
the  United  States,  for  which  they  are  entided  to 
demand  and  obtain  satisfaction.  When  the  Gov- 
ernment of  a  nation  degrades  itself  by  flagrant 
and  notorious  perfidy,  those  who  are  constrained 
to  entertain  political  relations  of  neigliborhood 
with  them  are  justified  by  the  law  of  nature,  and 
it  is  their  duty  to  themselves,  in  subsequent  trans- 
actions with  such  a  State,  to  take  pledges  of 
security  for  the  performance  of  its  engagements 
more  effectual  than  confidence  in  its  good  bitb. 
Such  pledges  are  amply  within  the  reach  of  the 
United  States  in  their  inlereourse  hereafter  with 
Spain;  nor  is  it'to  be  presumed  that  those  who 
are  intrusted  with  the  mainteinnee  of  the  rights 
and  intereets  of  this  nation  wilt  overiook  or  ne- 
glect the  duty  which  may  be  devolved  trpon  them 
of  taking  them. 

This  despatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Caj^ 
tain  Read,  of  the  Hornet.  If  the  ultimo  deci- 
sion of  the  Spanish  Oovemment  upon  the  treaty 
should  be  still  pending  on  bis  arrival  at  Madrid, 
you  will  demand  it  immediately,  givine  notice 
that  a  delay  of  more  than  one  week  after  yoor 
communication  will  be  taken  as  a  rdusal.  At 
the  eipiration  of  that  time,  or  sooner  if  the  deci- 
sion be  made  known  sooner  to  you,  yon  wiU  de- 
spatch Captain  Read,  that  his  return  to  this  place 
may,  with  all  ecmfidenoe,  be  expected  by  theSOdi 
of  IVovember.  Should  the  ratifications  fee  ex- 
changed, your  leave  of  abaeBcc^  eonteaqlatad 


Digitized  by  Google 


• 


1S61  JIPPKNDIX.  13&2 

^aki-^Raiification  ttf  the  Tnatp  o/  1819. 


when  yoQ  left  this  eouatry,  may  be  used  at  four 
discretiOD;  but,  if  not,  the  President  thinks  it  best 
thftt  joa  should  remain  at  Madrid,  to  await  the 
contingency  of  events  apoa  the  meeting  of  Coo- 
giess. 

I  am,  renr  respectfnllr,  &c., 

JOHN  atJINCY  ADAMS. 
JoBK  FoasTTB,  Esq.,  Minister,  ^e. 


Don  Manud  GomaUs  Salmm  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Palaob,  Ji^iut  19, 1819. 

Sir:  I  hare  received  the  note  you  were  pleased 
to  address  to  me  of  the  13^  instant,  in  answer  to 
that  which  I  liad  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the 
10th,  announcing  the  decision  which  the  King, 
my  master,  had  judeed  proper  to  adopt  in  rdation 
to  the  treaty  concMed  at  Washington  between 
the  Qoveniment  of  Sjmin  and  the  United  States. 

In  that  note  you  begin  by  endeavoring  to  justify 
the  meaning  oi  the  expressions  contained  in  yours 
of  the  21st  June,  which,  however,  anKar  not  the 
less  extraordinary  and  surprising,  as  I  have  already 
intimated  to  you.  But,  on  this  head,  I  refer  to 
what  I  have  had  the  h(mor  to  express  to  you  in 
my  said  note,  by  which  the  question  will  be  con- 
sidered as  pot  at  rest,  and  that  od  no  account  will 
it  be  agreeable  to  revive  it 

I  therefore  proceed  at  once  to  re|d^y  to  the  lead- 
ing object  of  your  note;  and  I  flatter  myself  that 
my  answer  will  convince  you,  on  the  one  hand, 
that  the  Government  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 
coold  not  observe  a  course  different  from  that 
which  it  has  takai  on  this  occasion :  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  determination  of  His  Majesty 
to  adopt  that  course  is  founded  upon  his  earnest 
wish,  as  I  have  already  slated  to  you,  to  establish 
the  amicable  relations  of  both  our  Governments 
upon  a  secure  and  permanent  basis. 

It  is  a  fact  of  genera!  notoriety,  and  must,  there- 
fore, be  well  known  to  you,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
treaty  concluded  between  His  Catholic  Majesty 
-and  the  Govemment  of  the  United  States  wu  re- 
ntved  her^  ud  its  sUpolations  beoome  known, 
this  impntant  sutgeet  was  takax  into  the  most 
serious  eonsideratioB  by  the  Kin|f,  my  master,  as 
wdl  to  examine  its  providons  mmutely  as  to  in- 
vestigate the  consequences  to  which  it  m^ht  give 
rise  m  relation  to  your  Government.  From  that 
time  diis  important  buBiaess  has  almost  exclu- 
sively occupied  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  Cabi- 
aet ;  and  it  was  not  until  afUr  it  bad  received  the 
most  mature  deliberation  that  His  Catholic  Majesty 
reselred  that  no  final  decision  conld  be  taken  upon 
it,  without  tffeviously  entering  into  various  expla- 
nations and  eetakeiummu  with  the  Ghwenuneat 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Any  other  determination  which  mi^t  have 
Jbeen  taken  iwevious  to  this  step  would  Iwve  been, 
to  say  the  least,  |ireei)utate,  and  exposed  to  the  in- 
eoBvenienees  inuch  it  is  wished  to  avoid ;  and 
mpeeiaXlf  not  to  leave  the  velations  of  good  undn-- 
standing  re-eatafalkhed  between  both  nations  Ita- 
Me  to  interpretetions,  but  te  place  them  on  solid 
and  stable  prineiides,  as  permanent  as  the  sincere 
and  perfect  friendship  and  harnony  which  it  is 


desired  to  estaWsh  Intween  the  two  Oovem- 

ments. 

The  explanations  and  edaircissemens  desired  by 
His  Majesty  before  a  definitive  resolution  could  be 
takoi  by  him  on  the  a&ir  in  question,  are  not  of 
a  nature  to  be  obtained  by  the  means  of  a  meiisen- 
ger  despatched  to  the  United  States,  and  the  an- 
swer to  which  conld  arrive  here  bef<K«  the  38d  of 
the  present  month  j  and  still  less  by  reason  of 
retreat  of  the  Minister  Plenipotcntiaiy  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  who,  having  made  the  treaty, 
and  being  thoroughly  possessed  of  the  whole  eoarse 
of  the  negotiation,  was  best  qualified  to  demand 
the  ex^anations  desired.  Besides,  it  baring  been 
the  uniform  wish  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  pro- 
ceed with  all  possible  care  and  circumnwetion  in 
an  affiiir  of  such  moment,  and  having  thus  inrcs- 
tigated  it,  as  I  have  before  stated  to  you,  this  cir- 
cumstance could  not  have  given  occasion  for  the 
despatch  of  the  messenger  as  intimated  by  you. 

Nor  could  the  explanations  alluded  to  oe  «- 
tered  into  here  under  existing  circumstances,  on 
account  of  the  want  of  time  in  the  short  space 
proposed  by  you.  His  Majesty  has,  therefore,  re- 
solved to  appoint  a  confidential  person  to  proceed 
to  the  Government  of  (he  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  them;  thereby  giringa  new 
proof  of  bis  deference  for  the  American  Govern- 
ment, by  his  desire  to  be  thoroughly  informed  of 
every  thing  which  has  passed  in  relation  lo  the 
treaty. 

It  is  true  that,  when  this  determination  which 
the  King,  my  master,  has  been  pleased  to  take  in 
relation  to  this  affair  will  come  to  tbe  knowledge 
of  your  Government,  the  epoch  of  the  22d  Aagost 
will  have  elapsed}  bat  this  circumstance  need 
prove  no  obstacle  to  the  obtaining  the  requisite 
explanations  and  edahotsMwutu  on  the  treaty,  as  it 
is  to  be  supposed  that  the  American  Government 
would  readily  have  afforded  them  at  an  earlier 
period  if  the  cireumstanoes  before  pointed  out  had 
notprevented  their  being  required  immediate^. 

Tne  commtinieation  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
make  to  you  on  tlM  10th  instant,  and  which  oouM 
not  have  been  made  sooner,  has  been  realized  in 
due  time;  and  certainly  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  cannot  fail  to  leeeive  it  favoraMy, 
if  their  desires,  in  conformity  with  those  of  Hts 
Catholic  Majesty,  are  directed  to  the  au8|Mcious 
object  of  seeing  we  differences  which  aisted  be- 
tween both  Govemmoits  at  (Aoe  terminated,  and 
their  amicable  relations  consolidated  upon  a  firm 
and  permanent  basis. 

This  being thesoleobjeetpropoEedbyHis Cath- 
olic Majesty,  he  has  judged  that,  in  order  to  attam 
it,  there  was  no  mode  more  fit  and  suitable  than 
to  investigate  and  explain  before  he  sat«1w  sanc- 
tion to  an  agreement  which  is  to  serve  as  a  baais 
of  the  future  rriations  between  the  two  Powers, 
whatever  donbts  and  elncidatiens  it  might  hnve 
given  rise  to.  He  has.  therefore,  determined  4o 
despatch  lo  the  seat  of  tne  American  OoTcmnunt 
a  person  charged  with  stating  to  it  fiaiAly  and 
candidly  the  wishes  of  the  King,  my  maatn',wkidh 
he  Oatters  himself  will  be  fully  accompl  iah«dif.ke 
is  met  by  similar  dispouiions,  whicn  it  iqipian 
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must  be  the  case  if  your  CtoTernment  cherlaii  the 
nme  sentiments  by  which  His  Majesty  is  ui- 
mated. 

In  cooseqnenee  of  what  I  have  herein  stated,  I 
trust  that  you  will  agree  wiib  me  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Kins:,  my  master,  has  proceeded 
in  this  affair  with  aj]  prudence  and  circumspec- 
tion ;  that  it  has  not  been  pOEsibte  for  it  to  take  a 
decision  upon  it  until  it  had  previously  instituted 
a  full  investigation,  without  being  exposed  to  the 
hazards  of  a  precipitate  determination ;  and,  final- 
ly, that  the  resolution  of  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
far  from  being  liable  to  an  unfavorable  interpreta- 
tion, is  the  most  eondueiTe  to  promote  the  princi- 
ple connected  with  this  afiair,  and  the  most  likely 
to  regulate  in  a  satisfactorjr  manner,  white  at  the 
same  time,  reconciles  the  interests  of  both  nations. 

In  this  persuasion,  i  cannot  but  flatter  myself 
that  your  eonunuaications  to  your  Government 
will  accord  with  this  sentiment,  and  that  they  will 
tend  to  remove  any  doubtful  interpretation  that  it 
might  give  to  the  determination  adopted  by  HU 
Catholic  Majesty,  and  which  I  have  already  had 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  you. 

I  avail  myself  with  pleasure  of  this  renewed 
occasion  to  offer  you  the  assurances  of  my  high 
and  particular  consideration.  God  preserve  you 
many  years. 

M.  GONZALES  SALMON. 


ifr.  fbntfih  to  Dm  Manud  G.  StOnoa. 

MADKin,  AngwA  21, 1819. 
The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  near  His  Catholic  Majesty,  per- 
ceives with  r^ret,  but  without  surprise,  from  Sr. 
Don  Manuel  Ooozales  Salmon's  note  of  the  19th 
instant,  that  the  determination  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spain  not  to  ratify  the  convention  of 
the  22d  FelHTuary,  signed  at  Washington  by  Mr. 
Adams  and  the  Chevalier  de  Onis,  will  not  be 
chan^d.  The  uudersigued  will  not  waste  his 
own  time,  nor  encroach  upon  that  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  by  any  observations  on  the  said  note, 
but  will  proceed  to  discharge  the  only  duty  which, 
on  this  subject,  remains  for  him  to  perform.  He 
has  the  honor  formally  to  announce  that,  after  the 
22d  day  of  the  present  month,  as  the  ratifications 
of  the  convention  of  the  22d  February  will  not 
have  been  exchanged,  all  the  claims  and  preten~ 
sions  of  die  UnitKl  States,  which,  with  the  spirit 
of  moderation,  the  lore  of  peace^  and  the  delusive 
expectation  that  all  causes  of  difference  and  dis- 
pute with  Spain  would  be  thereby  adjusted  and 
settled^  they  consented  to  modify  or  waive,  will 
stand  m  the  same  situation  as  if  that  convention 
had  never  been  madej  that  the  United  States  will 
hold  themselves  free  to  press  and  enforce  them 
in  any  and  every  mode  consistent  with  honor 
that  their  interest  may  require.  On  the  extraordi- 
nary ste^  taken  by  His  Majesty's  Government  in 
this  afl&ir,  the  undersigned  will  not  remark,  lest 
he  should  forget  that  respect  which  is  due  to  the 
Government  near  which,  as  the  representative  of 
another,  he  is  sent  to  reside.  Of  the  rumors  that 
prevailed  on  this  subject  before  the  decision  of 


His  Majesty's  Government  was  knowo,  (a  deci- 
sion he  could  not  anticipate,)  the  Minister  of  the 
United  Slates  expressed  himself  in  temu  suffi- 
ciently strong.   As  the  recent  determination  has 

S roved  that  there  was  but  too  much  truth  in  what 
e  believed  to  be  unfounded  reports  and  gross 
calumnies,  the  undersigned  must  leave  it  to  His 
Majesty's  Government,  upon  whom  that  obligation 
rests,  to  show  upon  what  grounds  that  determina- 
tion is  reconcilable  to  honor  and  good  faith.  The 
undersigned  laments  that,  while  communicatiDg 
to  his  own  country  this  unexpected  result,  it  is  not 
in  his  power  to  unfold  the  train  of  reasoning  by 
which  His  Majesty's  GoTemmuit  has  been  dduded 
into  a  belief  that  the  eoune  takoi  could  be  {tA- 
lowed  without  serious  injury  to  the  re^tatton  of 
Spain.  The  United  States,  after  waiting  more 
than  twenty  years,  with  a  patience  and  forbear- 
ance unexampled,  the  operations  of  reason  and 
justice  upon  the  councils  of  Spain,  will  see  with 
astonishment  this  new  instance  of  her  apparent 
disregard  to  both.  The  Minister  of  the  Uaited 
States,  when  transmitting  his  correspondence  with 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  his  own  country, 
will  not  omit  to  state  the  assurances  verbally  given 
to  him  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  earnest  desire  to 
cultivate  the  good>will  of  the  United  Slates — un- 
fruitful professions,  that  cannot  but  produce  all 
the  effect  they  deserve,  and  all  that  coutd  be 
rationally  expected  from  them. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Sr.  Don  Manuel 
Gonzales  S^mon  the  assurances  of  his  perfect 
consideration  and  respect 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Sr.  Don  M.  Qorzalbz  Salhox,  Sec- 


Extracts  of  a  letter  finm  Mr.  Fbrsyth  {miirkedfriwste) 
to  Mr.  Adam^  dated 

Madrid,  Avguat  22, 1819. 
The  duplicates  of  my  despatches  by  the  Hornet 
not  having  been  forwarded  before  this,  I  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  send  you  the  extract  of  that  part 
of  my  private  journal,  a  copy  of  which  was  trans- 
mitted with  my^  former  letters.  To  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  my  official  letter  of  this  day's 
date,  I  have  little  to  add  of  much  importance. 
The  most  interesting  fact  I  am  able  to  communi- 
cate is,  that  the  affair  of  the  grants  is  not  the  sole 
or  the  principal  difficulty  with  this  Government. 
After  receivmg  Mr.  Salmon's  note  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, and  ascertaining  from  Duke  Laral  that  this 
Qovemment  eziwctea  me  to  insist  on  the  King^ 
agreeing  to  receive  Mr.  Onis's  dedaration,  or  to 
make  one  of  his  own,  I  gave  infonnation  to  the 
Duke,  with  the  expectation  and  belief  that  he 
would  communicate  to  the  Government,  and  to 
the  parties  interested,  that  this  was  a  mistake.  I 
had  no  instructions  to  insist  upon  either.  We  ex- 
pected the  King  might  offer  it ;  but  if  he  did  not 
the  treaty  was  already  ratified  by  the  United 
States,  and  the  act  could  not  be  recalled.  To  pro- 
duce a  ffood  effect,  I  said,  also,  that  the  uiistake 
about  the  grants  must  be  corrected,  if  the  business 
should  be  (what  was  altogether  improbable)  set- 
tled amicably  in  the  United  States.  The  only 
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hope  of  the  grantees  was,  to  hare  the  exchange  of 
ratifications  made  here.  Relying  upon  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  information  received  here  of  the 
date  of  Punon  Rostro's  and  Alagon's  grant,  and 
the  opinion  that  the  cedula  was  ifie  first  valid  act 
of  the  coQcessLon,  and,  of  course,  the  date  of  the 
grant  must  be  the  date  of  the  cedula,  I  intimated 
to  Mr.  Salmon  that  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  the 
donatioiu  could  be  obviated  here.  His  repljr  was, 
that  there  were  other  points  upon  which  toe  King 
wished  explanations.  What  these  are,  I  have  col- 
lected from  other  sources.  The  first  and  great 
object  in  view  is  to  proeore  an  assurance  that  we 
wul  not  rect^nise  Buenos  Ayres,,  &c.  The  ex- 
treme pertinacity  and  anxiety  on  this  subject  has 
its  origin  in  tbe  disclosure  made  by  Great  Britain 
of  tbe  conversations  between  Mr.  Rush  and  Lord 
Castlereagh  on  tbe  contemplated  reception  of  a 
Consul  General,  to  reside  officially  in  the  United 
States,  from  tbe  provinces  of  La  Plata.  This  dis- 
closure has  done  as  no  good.  Sir  Henry  Welles- 
ley,  to  whom,  on  his  statins;  that  be  was  endeavor- 
ing to  promote  our  objects  here,  I  remarked  that  I 
considered  much  of  the  difficulty  of  our  a^ir  was 
imputable  to  this  cause,  gave  a  very  plausible  an- 
swer ;  of  its  truth  I  am  seqitical.  He  said  the  ob- 
ject was  to  show  to  Spain  tbe  absolute  necessity 
of  a  settlement  of  our  differences  with  her.  What- 
ever was  the  motive,  the  effect  has  not  been  hap- 
w.  The  instructions  to  Onis  were  given  before 
this  disclosure  was  made;  it  was  not  useful  in 
producing  those  instructions;  and  it  is  equally 
clear,  from  the  conduct  of  Spain,  that  it  has  not 
had  the  effect  of  inducing  her  to  ratify  what  her 
Minister,  under  these  instructions,  promised  in  her 
name.  Sir  Henry  Wellesley  has  at  all  times  held 
very  reasonable  language,  and  friendly,  in  relation 
to  this  affair  \  and,  since  the  above  conversation, 
he  has  certainly  taken  some  pains  to  promote  our 
wishes.  He  tells  me  that  he  sent  a  message  by  a 
confidential  agent  to  the  Duke  of  Infontado,  who 
had  urged  the  argument  that  Great  Britain  ought 
sot  to  he  irritated  by  the  cession  of  Florida  to  us ; 
that  he  was  entirely  mistaken  in  snpposiDg  Great 
Britain  adverse  to  the  ratification  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  that  he  had  directions  from  the  British 
Ministry  to  press  the  ratification.  He  told  Sal- 
mon that  Spain  would  hazard  much  hy  refusing 
it,  and  that  the  objects  he  had  in  view  could 
be  better  accomplished  by  ratifying  immediately. 
After  the  determination  of  this  Government  was 
known,  (and  it  was  known  immediately,)  he  con- 
versed with  me,  and  wished  me  to  believe  that  it 
was  all  imputable  to  the  dispute  about  the  grants. 
I  said  this  could  not  be,  aa  the  Government  must 
know  that  the  King,  having  it  in  his  power  to 
accept  or  reject  Oois\  declaration,  he  coiud  throw 
upon  us  the  burden  of  refusing  the  exchange  of 
ratifications.  He  then  asked  if  the  affair  of  the 
graikts  could  be  got  over  here.  For  the  reasons 
stated  in  the  first  part  of  this  letter  for  my  disclo- 
sures to  Laval  aud  Salmon,  and  believing  myself 
justified  bv  my  instructions  after  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  of  the  10th  of  August,  i  replied  I  was  con- 
fident they  could  be.  He  proposed  to  me  to  ptjrmit 
him  to  engage  Tatische^  the  Rnssian  Minister, 


whose  influence  and  means  of  communicating 
with  tbe  Government  are  said  to  be  superior  to  au 
tbe  rest  of  the  corps  diplomatique^  to  have  this  sug- 
gestion communicated  to  tbe  King.  To  this  I 
consented:  but  as  I  thought  it  would  be  better,  if 
Tatischefi^  did  any  thing,  to  procure  his  good 
offices  by  an  immediate  application,  I  apprized 
him  of  this  conversation.  He  was  very  friendly 
in  his  expressions,  personally  believed  tbe  ratifica- 
tion necessary  and  proper  for  Spain,  and  certainly 
the  policy  of  Europe  required  it  to  be  done.  Sir 
Henry  and  Tatiscfaeffhad  a  similar  converntion, 
and  the  suggestion  was  made.  The  next  time  I 
saw  the  Russian  Minister,  he  said,  If  you  can  give 
assurances  that  there  will  be  no  recognition  ofthe 
South  American  Governments,  the  treaty  will  be 
ratified.  I  replied,  if  that  is  the  case,  there  will 
be  no  ratification.  I  had  previously  furnished  Duke 
Laval  with  a  memorandum  on  this  topic,  which, 
after  keeping  twenty-four  hours,  and,  I  have  no 
doubt,  showing  it  to  Lozano  Torres,  who  is  su- 
preme here,  he  returned  it  to  me.  The  substance 
of  it  was,  toat  the  system  of  tbe  Government  was 
an  impartial  neutrality;  it  had  been  adhered  to 
when  we  had,  in  our  differences  with  Spain,  tbe 
most  powerful  inducements  to  abandon  it;  that, 
when  these  differences  were  settled,  thoe  could  be 
DO  inducement  to  change  it.  If  Spain  desired  us 
to  remain  stationary  in  the  dispute  with  her  colo- 
nies, the  first  step  to  secure  her  object  was  to  ratify 
our  treaty,  then  to  consult  otu:  wishes,  and  so  to 
shape  her  policy  as  to  inspire  a  sentiment  of  good- 
will powerful  enough  to  counteract  the  proposses- 
sions  naturally  entertained  for  the  people  of  South 
America  by  the  peopleof  the  United  Stales.  This 
was  the  rational  mode,  and,  in  fact,  the  only  mode 
of  reaching  her  point.  To  refuse  our  treaty,  and 
ask,  as  a  condition  of  it,  that  we  would  not  recog- 
nise, was  the  certain  way  to  disappoint  their 
wishes.  The  Government  would  not  consider 
such  a  proposition.  This  memorandum  I  showed 
to  Tatischeff.  He  said,  what  it  contained  was 
true  and  just,  but  there  was  no  reasoning  with 
ignorance  and  presumption.  I  did  not  hold  any 
<u  these  conversations  until  after  the  note  of  the 
10th  was  received ;  and  I  was  careful  to  express 
the  desire  that  these  gentlemen  should  do  what 
was  done,  not  with  a  view  to  our  interest,  but  to 
prevent  Spain  from  injuring  herself,  and  endan- 
gering what  is  termed  the  pacific  policy  of  Europe. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  impressed  with  a  belief 
that  they  will  propose  to  exchange  ratifications  in 
Washington,  with  the  insertion  of  a  promise  not 
to  recognise  the  Patriot  Grovernments,  and  to  pre- 
serve the  grants.  The  latter  will  be  a  dernier 
resort,  given  up  as  the  price  of  the  first.  Without 
thisj  or  something  equivalent,  we  may  do  ourselves 
justice;  th^wifl  not. 


Jllr.  IbnyA  to  At  Bvke  of  Sam  Rmando. 

BiADBiD,  Oeto&er  2, 1819. 
Sir:  The  Government  of  the  United  States, 
having  been  prepared  to  expect  the  possibility  of 
a  failure  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  ratify  the  conven- 
tion of  the  33d  of  February  last,  by  the  extraor- 


Digitized  by 


1367 


APPENDIX. 


1S68 


Spa^i—Ratijleation  of  the  Treaty  of  1819. 


dinary  deUf  to  decide  upon  this  sobject,  aod  the 
(letenniDation  of  the  King  farther  to  postpoDetbat 
decision,  as  communicated  in  the  note  of  Mr. 
SaJmoQ  to  me  of  the  19th  of  June,  have  instruct- 
ed me,  should  the  final  decisicni  on  it  1^  the  King 
Bot  be  made  prior  to  this  time,  to  inform  the  Got - 
eramentof  Uu  Catholic  Ikfajestjihat,  althoi^the 
six  mmths  etiimlated  in  the  treaty,  within  which 
the  ratifications  were  to  be  exclUDfed,  hare  ex- 
pired, the  ratification  of  Spain,  made  with  the 
exdicit  nnderstandtne  that  the  large  grants  of  land 
in  Florida  to  the  Duke  of  Alagos,  the  Count  of 
PunoD  Rostto,  and  Mr.  Vaigas,  and  all  others 
made  nnder  similar  circumstances,  are,  by  the 
eighth  article  of  that  convention,  null  and  Tcad, 
and  will  be  so  held  by  the  United  States,  will  be 
accepted  as  valid ;  and  I  am  authorized  to  receive 
the  Spanish  ratification  for  that  of  the  United 
States,  provided  this  exchange  shall  be  immediate. 
This  exchange  must  take  place  soon  enough  to 
enable  me  to  send  the  ratifira  treaty  to  the  United 
States  by  Captain  Read,of  thealoopof  war  Hornet, 
of  the  Nary  of  the  United  States,  who  will  re- 
main in  Madrid  ten  days  to  carry  to  the  Preudent 
die  final  determination  of  Spain  on  this  subject. 
Having  received  from  your  Excellency's  predeces- 
sors in  office  no  explanation  of  the  particular 
causes  of  the  delay  tbat  has  taken  place,  it  is  in 
my  power  only  to  explain  the  reasons  which  in- 
duce the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  in- 
sist upon  an  explicit  understanding  of  the  force 
and  (A>Iigation  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty 
'prior  to  the  exchange  of  ratifications — an  under- 
standing which  will  be  fully  shown  by  a  declara- 
tion I  sm  instructed  to  pres«it  at  the  time  of  the 
exchange,  should  it  ever  take  place,  a  copy  of 
which  IS  enclosed.  It  was  rumored  in  the  United 
States,  and,  since  my  residence  in  Madrid,  I  have 
been  informed,  that  the  large  grantees  declare  that 
their  grants  are  valid  under  the  eighth  article.  It 
has  been  asserted,  with  the  strongest  appearances 
of  troth,  that  the  determination  of  the  Gorera- 
ment  of  the  United  States  to  hold  them  void,  as 
expressed  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  to  Mr.  Onis.  of  the  10th  of  March,  1819, 
has  been  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  extraordi- 
nary delay  to  decide  upcm  the  ratification  of  the 
instrument  in  Spain.  It  is  necessary  to  the  honor 
and  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  whose  con- 
duct to  Spain  and  to  alt  nations  is  governed  by 
frankness  and  justice,  free  from  fraud,  aitifiee.aod 
disguise,  which  they  will  never  practise,  nor  from 
others  submit  to  a  disingenuous,  double-dealing 
system  of  treachery,  paltering  with  its  own  en- 
gagements, and  spreaiUng  snares  for  the  generous 
confidence  of  com  faith,  to  place  this  snbiect  be- 

Iond  the  reaim  of  difficalty  or  doubt.  Without 
nowing.  therefore,  the  dates  of  the  respective 

Sants  alluded  to,  and  supposing  it  barely  possible 
at  there  is  a  foundation  for  a  pretension  of  the 
grantees  onder  the  eighth  article,  the  Qoverament 
directs  me  to  present  the  declaration  in  question, 
not  less  essential  to  its  own  interest  than  to  the 
honor  of  the  King  of  Spain,  since  His  Majesty 
would  be  subrjected  to  the  most  unworthy  imputa- 
tions if,  under  the  circumstances,  a  claim  should 


be  made  by  his  subjects,  or  those  holding  asder 
them,  founded  upon  the  alleged  validity  of  these 
grants. 

To  suniose  that  your  Sxcdlency  is  not  ia  pga- 
session  of  all  the  ntts  in  reU^ien  to  this  sobjeeL 
would  be  a  refleetion  on  the  zeal  and  fidctiij  of 
the  represenialiTe  of  Spain  in  theUiuted  Stsiea, 
whim  I  would  be  nnwillmg  to  cast  upon  uny 
ficer  of  His  Majesty's  Qovemment.  I  do  not, 
therefore,  send  you  copies  of  those  doenoMBts, 
which  show  explicitiv  uiat,  prira*  and  sobsetptoit 
to  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  it  was  exprasalf 
understood  bv  the  negotiators  of  that  iostromcDt 
that  the  eignth  arti^e,  written  by  the  Spaaiab 
Minuter  himself,  exeloded  these  grants.  In  fact, 
when  the  lands  of  Florida  were  ceded,  with  aa 
express  stipulation  that  the  claims  of  the  ciiizans 
of  the  United  States  upon  Spain  were  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  them,  to  soppoae 
that  the  Spanish  Government  had  disposed  of  the 
whole  or  the  greater  part  of  them  in  gifts  to  its 
subjects,  and  will  insist  upon  the  validity  of  those 
gifts,  is  to  suppose  it  capable  ofan  act  of  notoriooi 
and  deliboate  perfidv.  The  GoTerniBeBt  oi  my 
country  considered  that  the  treaty  became,  from 
the  moment  of  its  ugaature  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Onis^  and  the  ratification  of  the  United  States,  as 
binding  upon  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  the 
Spanish  King  and  nation  as  it  would  be  after  the 
ratification.  Although  I  do  not  understand  that 
this  position  is,  or  will  be,  contested  by  Spain, 
it  ma^  not  be  useless  to  show  its  strragtn  fully  to 
the  view  of  your  Excellency.  The  words  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  in  the  full  power  given  to  Mr. 
Onis,  the  original  of  which  was  delivered  to  tbe 
American  Government  before  the  signature  of  Cbe 
treaty,  are,  after  authorizing  Mr.  Onw  to  tieat,  ne- 
gotiate, and  conclude  a  treaty,  wherdiy  past  dif- 
Svences  may  he  odjuated,  and  a  firm  and  tasdag 
peace  establi^ed  between  the  two  Oovemmenta : 
OUigandonos  y  prometemos,  «n  fe  y  p^abra  de 
Rey,  que  aproluiremos,  ratifiearemos,  eomplira- 
mos,  y  haremosobservary  cumplir  inviolaUemcnle 
qnanto  por  vos  fuere  estipulado  y  firmado ;  pan  lo 

2nal  OS  eoncedo  todas  las  feenltades  y  ptenoe  p»- 
oes  en  la  fmna  mas  amplia  qae  de  dereeho  ae 
re(fuieren."  If  the  usage  of  nations,  wbidi  re- 
quires the  ratification  of  the  sovereign  for  the  fsill 
confirmation  of  a  treaty,  could  create  any  doobtof 
the  import  of  language  so  unqualified  and  expli- 
cit, there  is  no^ng  dubious  or  unc«'tain  in  the 
extent  of  the  obligation  resting  upon  him  1^  Ae 
signature  of  his  Minister,  vested  with  such  foil 
powers.  Upon  this  principle,  the  following  qoe- 
tattons  from  Vattel  and  Martens  are  decisive  an- 
thorities:  "Sovereigns  treat  together  by  tbe  agen- 
cy of  their  attorneys  or  their  muidatones,  ctMied 
with  snffieioit  powers :  they  ate  commoiujr  eailed 
Plenipotentiaries.  All  the  rules  of  the  law -of  na- 
ture, concerning  tbinn  performed  by  eoramissitm, 
are  here  applicable.  The  rights  of  the  agent  are 
defined  by  tbe  authoritv  given  to  hhn.  Frona  this 
he  must  not  depart;  bot  whatever  he  nroaitos 
within  the  terms  of  his  commisnon,  and  aoeord- 
ing  to  the  atent  of  his  powers,  is  bindii^  npo& 
his  constituoit."  "  At  this  time,  to  aroid  uL  out- 
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Sr  and  difficulty,  Priaces  reserTc  to  themselves 
e  right  of  r^fying  that  which  has  been  cixkelu- 
ded  by  their  Alinistera  in  their  name.  The  fall 
power  is  merely  a  commission^  am  If  this 

commission  were  to  hare  its  full  effect,  it  should 
be  given  with  the  utmost  circumspectioa ;  but,  as 
Princes  can  be  consttaiiked  to  fulfil  theii  obliga- 
tions only  by  force  of  arms,  the  custom  has  arisen 
of  relying  upon  their  treaties  only  after  they  have 
sanctioned  and  ratified  them.  Whatever  the  Min- 
ister has  cmeluded  remaizuna  ineffectaal  until  the 
ratification  of  the  Prince,  mere  is  less  danger  in 
giving  him  a  fuU  power,  ^t  to  refuse,  with 
hoBori  ta  ratify  that  which  has  been  concluded  in 
virtae  of  a.  fall  power,  the  sovereign  mutt  have 
strong  and  solid  reasons  for  it,  and,  partienlarlf , 
Iw  omc  show  that  his  MinisteF  transcended  his 
iaatraetioi»."~raaBl,  hock  2,  dup,  12,  §  156. 

'^Bmy  ttaiig  that  has  been  stipulated  btr  an 
agent,  in  eoaformity  to  his  full  powas,  ought  to 
become  oUigatory  for  the  State  from  the  moment 
of  signing,  without  ever  waiting  for  the  ratifica- 
tion. However,  not  to  expose  a  State  to  the  er- 
rors of  a  single  person,  it  is  now  become  a  geocral 
maxim  that  public  conventions  do  not  become 
obligatory  until  ratified.  The  DMnive  of  th^  cus- 
tom clearly  proves  that  the  ratification  can  never 
be  refused  with  jaaiice^  except  when  he  who  is 
charged  with  the  neeotMtino,  keeping  within  the 
extent  of  bis  pnUtc  full  powers,  aaa  gone  beyond 
his  secret  ins^Kticn^  and  conseqneudy  rendered 
himself  liable  to  ponishment,  or  when  the  other 
party  refoaes  to  ratify." — MtsrttmU  Smmar^  toaifc 
2,  chap.  3.  But  why  should  ^tations  be  made 
to  IHpve  a  princii^  so  flanilar  to  every  man  in 
pabtie  or  private  ak,  that  what  is  promised  in  his 
name,  by  his  authority^  and  aeeording  to  his  di- 
rections, IS  as  binding  m  honor  and  conscience 
OS  he  had  pledged  himself  in  penon  7  Tlw 
obKi^tion  of  the  King  of  Spain,  there£are,  in  honor 
and  m  justice,  to  ratify  the  treaty  signed  by  his 
Minister,  is  as  perfect  and  toquatined  as  his  royal 
promise  in  the  rail  power,  and  it  gives  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  risht,  equally  perfect,  to  compel  the 
performance  of  toat  promise.  U  is  well  known  to 
ray  Qovemraent  that  the  Spanish  Governmeni 
cannot  allege  that  its  Minister  transcended  his  se- 
cret instructions,  or  that  the  ratification  o£  the 
United  States  has  been  refused,  or  that  any  unfair 
advantue  was  taken  the  United  Sfiatea  in  the 
negotialton,  or  that  Spain  was  not  w^  aware 
bdorekaod  of  the  fall  extent  of  the  cnaagnneata 
eonttoeied  by  Mr.  Onis*  It  is  too  wdlknown  to 
he  denied  that  the  last  iastractioos  of  Mr.  Ouis 
authorized  him  lo  concede  much  more  than  he 
did.  The  Government  of  the  tlnited  States,  in- 
deed, considered  the  generosity  and  nu>dera]ion  of 
the  terms  to  which  toey  hod  aeeeded  as  a  pledge 
that  they  would  be  receiv^,  as  in  the  first  insunce 
they  were  reeeivedj  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  and 
his  royal  council  with  pride  and  joy.  If,  from  the 
unexpected  extent  of  the  sacrifices  the  United 
States  made  for  the  purposes  of  conciliation,  the 
conclusion  has  been  drawn  that  their  coociliatory 
temper  may  be  trifled  with  and  abossd,  it  is  just 
and  proper  that  Spain  shoirid  be  efieetoally  unde- 


ceived. I  am,  therefore,  instructed  further  to  in> 
form  your  Bxcdleney  that,  if  tiie  ratified  copy  of 
the  treaty  should  not  urrive  in  the  United  States 
before  the  first  day  on  which  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  meets,  the  President  will  lay  before 
that  body  all  the  transactions  relating  to  the  treaty, 
and  such  measures  will  be  adopted  by  the  compe- 
tent authority  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  may  re- 
quire. Whatever  may  be  determined  upon,  Spain 
will  be  responsible  to  the  United  States  for  all 
damages  and  expenses  which  may  arise  from  the 
delay  to  ratify,  and  from  the  meosares  to  which 
the  United  States  may  resort  to  give  efficacy  to 
their  rights,  and  that,  for  the  indeauaitiee  to  which 
they  will  be  justly  entitled  by  this  vicdotion  oi  faith 
by  Spain,  the  United  Stales  will  lot^  to  the  terri- 
tory west  of  their  jweseat  western  boundary  on  the 
Ghilf  of  Mexico^ 

To  this  proposal,  mode  in  the  spirit  of  modera- 
tion, of  generous  forbearanee,  and  with  the  eomcBl 
desire  of  sincere  amity  with  Spain,!  am  instmcted 
to  require  an  immediate,  ejq;>lieit,  and  unequivocal 
refdy.  Should  this  reply  not  be  made  bobre  the 
10th  of  the  current  month,  I  give  formal  notice  to 
your  Excellency  that  the  proposal  will  be  consid- 
ered as  rejected,  and  the  proper  communication 
will  be  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  renew  to  your  Bxcdlency,  whom  may  God 
preserve,  the  asstmnces  of  my  distingut^ea  con- 
sideration. JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Dukb  or  Sa»  Fbrm anbo  aih>  ftmsooA. 


Ihtis  ef  Sim  Amoado  aaul  Qfungo,  to  Xb-.  ArtyO. 

PauoB)  (Mobarfi,  ISlft. 

Sm:  Having  had  the  honor  to  lay  beftee  ^ 
Kingj  my  master,  the  contents  of  the  note  wbidi 
you  addressed  to  me  on  the  2d  instant,  His  Ma- 
jesty, wbo»e  justice  and  impartiality  are  so  unl- 
versally  known,  having  examined  the  principal 
points  embraced  therein,  has  commanded  me  to 
answer  you  as  follows : 

The  official  communications  addressed  to  yon 
by  Don  Manuel  Gonzales  Sahnon  mi^t  exempt 
me,  it  would  seem,  from  all  further  diseass'ion  of 
the  subject  in  question ;  inasmuch  as  His  Majesty, 
aetnated  as  wtul  by  the  claims  of  bis  honor  and 
duty  as  by  a  uniform  sfurit  of  justice  and  concili- 
ation towards  the  United  States,  and  pursoti^  the 
example'  of  his  angost  predecMsors,  whOy  at  an 
eariy  period,  and  to  promote  the  very  establish- 
ment of  the  Atneriean  Qovetnment,  gave  saeh 
abundant  proofi  ttf  snmlor  disposition^  nad  deter- 
mined, won  natuM  refleetioQ  and  dehbention,  to 
soad  a  Uinister  to  that  CtovemmeBt,  who,  after 
requiring  and  giving  the  necessary  explanations, 
might  terminate  this  affiiir;  and  as  neither  the 
actual  state  of  the  question,  nor  what  you  have 
been  pleued  to  communicate  to  me,  presents  any 
motive  for  changing  a  resolution  so  deliberaieand 
so  just,  and  which  the  honor  of  His  Majesty  also 
forbi^  there  appears  to  be  a  still  more  urgent  mo- 
tive to  confirm  it. 

With  this  answer  I  might  leave  you  comptetdy 
satisfied ;  but  I  especially  take  leave,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  King,  my  lord,  to  rf^ly  to  amne  of 
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the  points  treated  of  in  your  note  with  the  brerity 
and  precision  which  characterize  me ;  and  because 
you  state  that  you  have  not  yet  receiTed  an  ex- 
planation of  the  delay  in  ratifying  (he  treaty,  and 
attribute  it  to  the  difficulties  arising  out  of  its 
eighth  article.  You  will  permit  me  to  remark  to 
you  that  this  delay  does  not  manifest  that  want  of 
good  faith,  or  the  artifice  which  is  indirectly  in- 
sinuated ;  it  is  rather  the  declaration  now  demand- 
ed fay  you,  and  previously  aononnced  by  your 
QoTemment,  after  having  signed  and  ratified  the 
treaty— a^eclaradon  which,  by  annolUog  one  of 
its  most  clear,  express,  and  conclusire  articles, 
seemed  much  more  Hkay  to  give  mom  for  a  simi- 
lar charge  in  opposition  to  yours. 

If  your  OoTernment,  as  you  ate  pleased  to  state 
to  me,  really  bdiered  that  the  treaty,  from  the 
moment  it  was  signed,  became  equally  obligatory 
on  Spain  as  it  was  on  the  United  States,  under 
whose  immediate  inspection  it  was  formed,  signed, 
and  ratified,  you  will  permit  me  to  remark  that, 
whether  we  consider  that  point,  or  weigh  the  au- 
thority of  authors  cited  by  you  m  support  of  your 
opinion,  the  deductions  from  them,  and  the  weight 
of  many  othors  1  now  forbear  to  adduce,  as  it 
might  seem  to  ofiend  your  illustration,  militate 
against  jrou.  But  eren  fancying  them  for  a  mo- 
ment, without  ever  admitting  them,  the  verj  au- 
thorities which  yoD  dieem  conclusire  in  relation  to 
a  treaty  signed  tnt  not  ratified,  are  opposed  to  yon, 
or  require  still  more  forcibly  that  an  agreement 
concluded,  signed,  and  solemnly  ratifira,  as  the 

E resent  one  has  been  by  your  QoTernment,  should 
e  subjected  to  a  due  inrestigation.  And  if,  not- 
withstanding this,  declarations  are  required  at  the 
moment  of  its  solemn  conclusion^  and  before  its 
ratification  by  the  other  party,  which  totally  annul 
one  of  its  most  clear,  preciB&  and  conclusive  u-ti- 
cle^  without  the  sanction  of  a  secret  agreement 
authorizins;  the  same,  how  should  it  appear  strange 
that  His  Majesty,  while  yet  unfettered  by  its  stip- 
ulation^ might  and  should  demand  explanations 
renderea  necessary  by  so  unlooked-for  a  proceed- 
mg?  In  the  transaction  of  settlements  or  agree- 
ments between  nation  and  nation,  the  solemn  act 
which  consummatea  them,  namely,  the  ratifica- 
tion, would  become  whoUy  illusory,  if  the  princi- 
ples which  it  is  now  in  vain  attempted  to  estab- 
lish were  to  be  admitted.  I  again  repeat,  that  the 
Tery  authorities  cited  by  you  literally  declare,  as 
I  hare  already  remarked,  that  the  sovereign,  for 
strong  and  solid  reasons,  or  if  his  Minister  has  ex- 
ceed^ his  instructions,  may  refuse  his  ratification, 
[  Y(Md.  m.  2,  eap.  12,]  and  that  pablic  treaties  are 
not  obligatory  until  ratified. — [iHbrtSM,  lfi>.  8,  cop. 
3.    See  note.] 

No  less  erroneous,  and  even  unprecedented,  is 
the  judgment  or  consequence  you  draw  from  the 
instructions  which  you  suppose  to  have  been  given 
to  His  Majesty's  Minister  for  the  conclusion  of 
this  treaty.  Truly  it  would  be  the  first  time  that 
a  diplomatic  oommiuicatioa,  professing  to  be 
thoroughly  and  minntdy  acquamted  with  these 
instructions,  should  cite  them  as  being  perfectly 
well  known.  The  respect  doe  to  the  Kmg*s  ne- 
Cotiators  will  not  fiv  a  moment  allow  me  to  be- 


lieve they  have  failed  in  their  obligations,  by  rio- 
tating  secrecy ;  nor  will  the  high  consideration  I 
entertain  for  your  Government  permit  me  to  think 
it  capable  oi  having  employed  the  oblique  and 
vicious  means  that  such  informaticm  must  imply. 
It  is,  therefore,  wholly  impossible  for  me  to  adonit 
your  assertion  on  this  point. 

But,  dismissing  so  unpleasant  a  discussion,  and 
desiring  to  express  to  jrou  anew  the  sfMrit  of  con- 
ciliation and  friendship  which  prcMnms  the  Eijw, 
my  master,  to  put  an  end  to  these  dirorences,  as  I 
declared  to  you  in  the  beginning  of  this  note,  I  am 
enaUed  to  assure  you  that  it  is  a  subject  of  ^reat 
regret  to  His  Majesty  that  such  weighty  consider- 
ations should  have  hitherto  obliffed  aim  to  defer 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  concluded  by  his  Min- 
ister to  the  Federal  Qovernment.  These  consid- 
erations, already  stated  by  Don  Manuel  Gonzales 
Salmon  on  communicating  to  you  His  Majesty's 
determination,  acquire  additional  force  when  we 
find  that  intelligence  has  been  received,  through 
the  medium  of  general  information,  newspapm 
and  correspondence,  that  an  expedition  directed 
against  the  prorince  of  Texas  has  been  tolerated 
or  protected,  and  other  acts  committed  within  the 
limited  but  unexpired  term  assigned  for  the  ratifi- 
cation, whieb|  as  you  irill  be  duly  informed,  hare 
justly  called  for  the  remonstrances  of  His  Kbget- 
ty's  Charg6  d'Affiiires  to  your  Qovernment  Not- 
withstanding His  Majesty  has  unifimly  evinced 
a  desire  to  maintain  a  perfect  union  and  amity 
with  the  American  Gh)vemment,  yet,  to  render 
these  stable  and  permanent  between  two  nations 
who,  under  favor  of  a  state  of  amity^  are  endea- 
vorioe  to  settle  their  differences,  it  is  necessary 
they  would  be  based  upon  reciprocal  utility  and 
confidence.  In  the  indulgence  of  these  noble  and 
generous  sentiments.  His  Majesty  confidently  looks 
to  the  attainment  of  this  desirable  result  This 
was  the  object  of  the  treaty — an  object  unfortu- 
nately not  attained,  notwithstanding  the  enormous 
sacrifices  which  the  King,  my  master,  condescend- 
ed to  make.  In  these  fedin^  and  di^wsitions  His 
Majesty  still  poaerereL  by  adopting  a  measure 
judged  indiroensaUe — that  of  soiding  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  tne  United  Stetes,  as  wiUpnHnptly  be 
done,  a  person  ponessing  bu  entire  eoimdence, 
and  who,  by  smoothing  the  obstacles  or  removing 
the  difficulties  which  have  hithnto  opposed  the 
accomplishment  of  his  ben^cent  intentions,  may 
fully  convince  the  Federal  Goremmena  of  the 
frankness  and  loyalty,  as  well  as  of  the  honw  and 
dignity,  which  it  is  His  Majesty's  desire  to  main- 
tain in  bis  relations  of  amity  and  union  with  that 
Government. 

Whereupon,  I  renew  to  you  my  sincere  respects, 
and  I  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

SAN  FERNANDO  Y  aUlROQA. 

To  the  MiRiBTBB  qfthe  United  State*. 


Extraetitf  a  2etfa>  of  Mr.  Fonpth  to  the  Stentaryt/ 
State^dated 

BdaoaiD,  October  10, 181ft 
Captain  Read  reached  Cadiz  on  the  VNk  in- 
stant. The  e<»idition  of  that  dreadfully  dieted 


Digitized  by  Google 


1373 


APPENDIX. 


1374 


S^i»—Rat^U!atiim  of  tk$  Tnatp  1819^ 


place,  and  the  neighboring  towns,  obliged  him, 
after  remaioiog  some  hours  in  the  bay,  to  go  to 
Gibraltar.  From  Gibraltar  he  made  fais  way,  with 
some  difficulty,  to  Santa  Cniz,  one  hundred  mites 
from  Madrid.  From  Santa  Cruz,  I  received  in- 
formation that  he  was  stopped  there.  I  applied 
immediately  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  permia- 
sioD  for  him  to  pursue  his  journey,  i  directed  Mr. 
Brent,  who  went  to  see  the  Duke  of  San  Fer- 
nando, to  say  that  if  the  permission  to  Captain 
Read  could  not  be  given,  I  must  request  a  passport 
for  myself  to  ride  that  far  to  confer  with  him. 
White  in  a  very  uneasy  state  of  suspense.  Captain 
Read  arrived,  and  delivered  me  your  tetter  of  the 
18th  August,  with  duplicate  of  your  No.  6,  with 
the  documents.  Two  or  three  hours  after  he 
reached  Madrid,  I  was  informed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  that  he  must  perform  at  Santa  Cruz  a 
quarantine  of  eight  or  ten  izys.  The  correspond- 
ence between  us  will  show  in  what  manner  the 
Captain  was  enatded  to  continue  bis  journev; 
copies  are  enclosed,  marked  Nos.  6,  7,  8.  On  tne 
night  of  tbe  3d,  I  had,  preparatory  to  the  offer  to 
exchange  the  ratifications  according  to  my  instruc- 
tions, a  long  conversation  with  tbe  Duke  of  San 
Fernando.  I  did  not  discover  in  this  interview 
any  reasonable  prospect  of  the  immediate  accept- 
ance of  the  treaty.  The  Duke  professed  to  be 
anxious  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  the 
United  States— .that  the  King  wished  explana- 
tions, dbc.  On  my  askins  him  what  would  oe  the 
conduct  of  SiMiD  1  would  the  treaty  he  ratified  if 
these  explanations  were  not  satisfiictory  ?  he  re- 
plied, that  was  a  point  upon  which  his  royal  mas- 
ter had  not  expressed  his  pleasure.  In  the  course 
of  the  conversation,  he  expressed  tbe  hope  that  my 
note  would  be  couched  in  respectful  terms;  that, 
if  it  was  not,  I  must  not  be  surprised  if  it  was  re- 
turned to  me.   I  told  him  that  the  note  was  pre- 

Sred  by,  and  according  to  the  instructions  of  my 
)vemment,  and,  if  returned  to  me,  I  should  not 
consider  tbe  offence  as  personal,  but  as  tdSend  to 
tbe  United  States. 

To  avoid  tbe  very  disagreeable  consequence 
which  must  ensue,  I  suggested  that  if  be  found 
any  thing  harsh  in  the  note,  I  would  change  it,  if 
it  could  DO  done  without  altering  its  meaning  or 
impairing  its  strength ;  bat  that  no  term  coald  Iw 
touched  wliieh  was  eesential  to  convey,  substan- 
tiaUy,  what  tbe  note  contained.  After  a  very  long 
interview,  not  at  all  satisfactory,  except  tnat  it 

g-ored  the  good  dispositions  and  politeness  of  the 
eeretary  of  State,  I  delivered  my  official  note, 
copy  marked  No.  9,*  with  the  proposal  in  Spanish, 
marked  R  that  tbe  Minister  might  be  immediately 
master  oi  what  was  asked  and  expected  of  the 
King.  Tbe  answer  of  tbe  Minister  was  delivered 
this  afternoon.  The  copy  of  it  is  marked  No.  10. 
The  Spanish  Government  will  persist  in  the  plan 
of  sendinga  Minister  to  ask  ex^^nations  at  Wash- 
ington. The  note  of  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando 
confirms  the  information  already  given  of  tbe 
points  on  which  these  explanations  will  be  asked. 

*  Commuoicsted  to  Congrsis  irith  the  nemse  of 
7th  December,  1819. 


I  cannot  venture  to  conjectare  wliat  will  be  tbe 
conduct  of  this  Government,  should  it  not  receiTe 
what  it  wishes  to  procure  from  us.  In  the  mean 
time,  although  it  is  said  that  General  Vives  is 
named  to  go  to  Washington,  it  is  not  certain. 
To-niorrow  I  shall  ask  for  copies  of  the  grants  to 
Alagon,  Punon  Roslro.  and  Vargas,  preparatory  to 
tbe  remonstrance  I  am  directed  to  make,  aod  to  my 
reply  to  tbe  note  of  the  Duke.  I  hope  to  send  you 
copies  of  the  grants,  and  of  my  reply;  but  shall 
not  detain  Captain  Read  if  they  are  not  ready  be* 
fore  be  is  prejmred  for  his  journey.  He  will  leave 
this  on  Tuesday  morning  for  Malan,  to  which 
place  tbe  Hornet  must  go  from  Gibraltar,  to  take 
mm  00  board,  all  traveling  from  SjMun  being  in- 
terdicted by  the  governors  of  that  fortress. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

No.  6. 

Mr.Rnj/thtotktDaiao/San RrTumdomd  Quirt^ 
Maubio,  September  30, 1819. 

Sir  ;  Captain  Read,  commandiiiff  tbe  sloop  of 
war  Hornet,  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
bearing  despatches  tome  from  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, has  been  stopped  on  his  way  from  Qih- 
raliar  to  this  place.  I  nave  the  honor  to  apply  to 
your  Excellency  for  an  order  to  the  proper  author^ 
ity  to  permit  him  to  pursue  bis  journey.  Captain 
Read  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  20th  instant,  his 
crew  in  good  health,  from  the  port  of  New  York. 
Although  tbe  quarantine  regulations  at  Gibraltar 
are  at  tbls  time  particularly  severe,  his  vessel  was 
immediately  admitted  to  pratique.  At  St.  Roque 
the  captain  received  assurances  from  the  director 
of  posts  that  he  would  meet  no  difficulty  in  pro- 
ceeding to  this  city.  The  Hornet  was  anchored 
for  a  few  hours  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz.  Tbe  enclosed 
correspondence  ^tween  the  American  Consul  and 
the  junta  de  gonidad  will  show  that  she  had  no 
communication  with  any  vessel  in  the  harbor 
during  her  sliort  stay  in  the  bay.  Under  these 
dreumstances,  I  trust  the  order  for  which  this  ap- 
plication is  made  will  be  immediately  given. 

I  seize  every  occasion  to  renew  to  your  Excel- 
l«kcy  the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished 
respect 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
No.  7. 

TheDuMe^SanRniaiidoand  Quinffato  Mr.Fonyth. 

Palaob,  S^ttmbiT  30, 1819. 

Sir  ;  Having  received  infwmation  from  the  su- 
preme board  ofhealth,  in  consequence  of  your  note 
of  this  day's  date  relating  to  the  detention  of  Cai^ 
tain  lUaa  at  Santa  Cruz,  conformably  with  toe 
opinion  givoi  tiy  the  aforesaid  board,  and  founded 
upon  tbe  laws  enacted  for  the  preservation  of 
health,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  said 
captain  and  his  crew  are  respectively  subjected  to 
a  quarantine  of  dffht  or  ten  days,  with  the  requi- 
site purification  oiall  effects  susceptible  of  conta- 
gion ;  and  that,  if  it  be  your  determination  to  go 

I and  confer  with  him.  you  may  proceed  to  do  so, 
on  subjecting  yourself  to  tbe  same  conditions. 
I  hope,  theraorc,  that  yon  witl  inform  me  of  your 
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inl«ntiona  on  this  point,  that  i  may  tnuismit  the 
ttecessary  orders  by  to-morrow's  mail. 

I  reiterate  the  assaraDces  of  my  high  cousiderB- 
tion,  aod  I  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  yeaia. 
8AN  FERNANDO  Y  aUIROOA. 

To  the  HiHiflTEB  ofthg  UnUed  Slattt. 

No.  8. 

Jfr.  fbnythtoiUDHkaofSoHFh-naadoatdQ^iroffay 
Rnt  MhiitteT  o/Sote,  <fe. 

Madoid. 

Sib  :  Captain  Read,  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Statea,  wiu  despatches  from  my  GrovemmeDt, 
whose  detention  at  Santa  Cruz  caused  me  to  ad- 
dress your  Bxcelleney  on  the  30th  September,  ar- 
rived in  Madrid  a  few  hoars  before  I  had  the  honor 
to  receive  a  reply.  A  short  time  after  be  was 
stopped  at  Santa  Cruz  he  learned  that  the  order 
of  the  junta  de  sanidad  was  directed  only  to  the 
director  of  the  posts,  and  prohibited  only  traveUing 
with  post-horses  from  Andalusia.  As  he  came 
from  Gibraltar  with  r^ular  passports,  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  him  from  pursuing  ais  journey 
in  the  private  or  hired  conveyance  in  which  he 
prosecuted  it  to  this  jdace.  In  performing  his  own 
anty,  he  had  neither  inclination  nor  intentiott  to 
Tiofate  any  of  the  ordinances  of  any  of  the  author- 
itieK  of  the  kingdom,  nor,  as  &r  as  he  was  informed, 
did  he  infringe  upon  tne  estaUished  relations. 
I  should  not  have  thotuht  it  necessary  to  mention 
his  arrival,  except  incidentally,  had  not  the  answer 
of  your  Excellency  to  my  official  note^  In  bis  be- 
half, been  written  under  the  expectation  that  he 
would  be  detained  in  quarantine  eight  or  ten  days, 
and  bad  it  not  given  also  the  very  extraordinary 
intimation  that  T  should  be  sabjected  to  a  similar 
restriction  if  I  went  to  confer  with  him  at  the  place 
to  which  he  was  restricted. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  high  conaideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

P. 

Propooel  (in  Sainiah)  trtaumitted  bjf  Mr.  ibnjitA  t» 

the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quinffaj  in  Mfe 
dated  Oetabsr  10, 1819. 

Although  the  six  mantbs  stipulated  for  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
and  Spain,  at  Washington,  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
nwrylastjhaveexinred^  I  ant  authorized  by  tbePre- 
sidcat  to  make  known  to  His  Catholic  Majesty 
that  the  ratification  by  Spain  wilt  be  received 
aa  valid  on  the  precise  and  express  condition  thai 
the  grants  of  luid  in  the  Floridaa,  made  to  the 
Dnke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Punon  Rostro,  and 
lir-  Vargas,  and,  in  like  manner,  any  others  which 
akall  have  been  made  under  similar  circiunstanees, 
ahaU,  in  eonfonnitjr  with  the  eighth  artkle  of  the 
said  eouTflBtion  or  treaty,  be  null  and  roid,  and 
dull  never  be  admitted  b^  die  United  Statea.  The 
force  and  effect  of  the  said  attide  shall  be  shown 

Sa  deelaruiim  to  be  presentad  cn  the  exchange 
the  mtifieationa  by  the  Amerioaft  Minister, 


unless  His  Catholic  Majesty  sfaonld  jwefer  the  dec- 
laration to  be  made  by  the  Spanish  Governiiieait. 
I  am  autliorized  to  make  the  exchange  immediately 
when  this  is  done.  It  is  essentially  necessary  that 
the  exchange  be  made  in  season,  so  as  to  enaUe 
me  to  transmit  the  ratified  trea^  to  the  United 
StatesbyCaptain  Read,  of  the  national  skK^f^  war 
Hornet,  who  will  remain  ten  dajrs  at  BuoEid  fiv 
the  pnr{iose  of  being  the  bearer  to  the  Pieaident  of 
the  final  deetsion  of  His  Cathdie  Majeaty  on  tliia 
important  eoneem. 


ExtrofCt     a  Utttrfivm  Jfr.  Ftxnj^  to  tie  SeereLarjf 
of  State,  dated 

MAnain,  OcUitr  10, 1819. 
The  arrival  of  the  Hornet  iwoduced  a  great  deal 
of  anxiety  here.  As  soon  as  it  was  known  that 
Captain  Read  was  in  Madrid,  the  Duke  Laral 
paid  me  a  visit  to  learn  for  what  she  was  sent  back. 
Anxious  to  apprize  tbe  Government  as  eaiiy  as 
poesible  what  we  required  of  it,  1  told  him  what 
I  shoold  immediately  propose,  and  gave  him  pei^ 
mission  to  communicate  it  to  tbe  Secretary  of 
State  if  he  thought  proper.  Before  my  official 
letter  was  copied,  Duke  Laval  paid  me  another 
visit.  He  had  seen  the  Seeretuy  Stat^  and 
bad  promised  to  engagemeto  haTeaomiTCTsation 
with  the  Secretary  before  my  note  was  sent  in ; 
seeing  no  objection  to  this,  1  kept  back  my  note,  to 
be  detivered  at  our  interview,  woieh  took  place  the 
ensuing  night.  I  was  led  to  believe  that  the  Gov- 
ernment might  be  induced  to  agree  to  the  ^poeal 
I  was  directed  to  make,  but  was  appreheanve  that 
the  manner  of  presenting  it  would  form  mi  insor- 
mountable  obstacle.  With  this  view,  I  prepared 
the  Spanish  note  sent  with  my  despatch  of  to-day, 
intending  to  say  to  the  Duke  of  San  FemaadOk  u 
tbe  proposal  was  accepted,  that  that  might  be  con- 
sidered the  offidal  note,  and  the  other  wonhl  be 
received  again  from  his  hands.  Finding  no  jast 
gronnds  in  his  conversation  to  believe  the  proposal 
would  be  acceded  to,  1  determined  to  present  tt,  as 
I  did,  as  an  unoffleial  Ptper  for  theeonrauenoe  of 
the  MiMstef  of  State.  Tne  anbaBanent  ohaci  latian 
that  my  note  wobM  be  retoraed.  if  iiolTCspaetfidly 
wrinen,  satisfied  me  that  this  oeterminatUMi  vaa 
more  than  judicious.  This  soi^esiion  was  made 
with  as  much  delieaey  as  it  ceatd  be  made,  and 
seemed  to  arise  from  the  apprehensioQ  that  their 
d%aity  would  compd  diem  to  a  step  it  wve  very 
ol^iotts  they  wotdo  have  takra  witn  great  leloc- 
tanoe.  Indeed,  when  the  Duke  inforimd  me  that 
the  courtesy  of  nations  did  not  permit  one  Power 
to  prescfibe  to  another  the  time  within  iriiieh  a 
diiag  required  must  be  granted  or  refused,  I  began 
to  imagine  that,  according  to  their  ideas  of  resficct- 
fol  treatment,  the  return  of  the  note  was  eenaia. 
Had  it  been  returned,  I  sfaould  have  had  the  faoocf 
of  makii^  this  commuBioation  to  you  in  pentn. 
The  present  Secretary  State  ia  rineerely  ^a- 
posed  to  preserve  good  tmas  with  na.  The  lafe- 
ence  of  the  grantees  ia  still  predominant,  and  will, 
I  apprehend,  continue  until  something  strongw 
than  wMda  ia  med  to  brii^  oardtsnateatoaB  oad. 
Onia  has  been  in  Madrid  amee  the lait  oi  Aagoat, 
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a  priTite  man ;  it  is  onderstood  that  the  King  does 
not  impute  Uame  to  him,  yet  he  has  never  been 
consulted  in  any  of  the  sereral  councils  that  hare 
been  called  on  the  subject.  The  present  Minister 
has  had  some  informal  conrersation  with  him,  bat 
he  has  given  neither  explanation  nor  advice  to  the 
Government,  because  he  has  not  been  asked  for 
eithes. 

it  will  snrprise  you  to  be  informed  tbat  there 
are  persons  about  this  Court  who  want  a  war  with 
the  United  States.  There  are  verjrmany  iodirid- 
uak  who  luve  licenses  to  fit  out  {niTateers;  these 
are  looking  With  eagerness  to  the  chance  of  enrich- 
ing tbemMres  at  our  expense.  As  to  the  efi^t 
upcHi  their  country^,  that  Is  another  affair,  about 
which  they  are  indinerent.  The  maxim  b  almost 
noiversel  here — if  I  am  enriched,  it  isof  no  conse- 
qnence  how  much  the  country  is  divtressed. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  fnm  ih«  Seeretary  of  State  to  Mr. 
Forgjfthf  daied 

MAnnio,  October  28, 1819. 
"  By  return  of  the  Hornet,  which  sailed  from 
Mala^  on  the  20th,  yon  have  been  informed  that 
i  applied,  on  the  10th  instant,  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment for  copies  of  the  large  grants  to  Alagon, 
Pvnon  Rotfro,  and  Vargas.  RecdTing  no  answer 
to  this  api^ieation  before  Captain  Read  left  Mad- 
rid, I  addressed  a  second  note  oa  the  I5th.  On 
the  lOdi.  I  received  from  the  Duke  of  San  F«- 
nando  the  refusal  to  furnish  them.  The  whole 
corresptmdeneeon  this  subject  is  enclosed,  marked 
Nos.  1,  8,  3,  and  4.  This  refusal  was  as  unex- 
pected to  me  as  it  no  doubt  will  be  to  you."  "  The 
best  information  I  could  procure  of  these  donations 
was  immediately  obtained."  "You  will  perceive 
that,  in  the  remonstrance  made,  (according  to  your 
instructions  received  by  the  Hornet,)  a  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed,  marked  No.  5, 1  have  not  made 
any  distinction  between  the  three  grants,  but  ex- 
amined the  questions  between  ihe  two  Govern- 
ments as  if  they  stood  on  the  same  footing.  If 
my  idea  is  correct,  that  the  royal  order  conveys 
no  title,  they  are  alike,  the  eedulas  of  the  three 
being  subsequent  to  the  24th  Janoary,  1818 ;  and, 
as  it  regards  the  ciHiduet  of  the  United  Stales,  the 
stipolatum  was  perfect  for  the  exeliuion  of  all.  In 
additioa  to  ihi^  as  the  Sjwoish  Ctoverament  has 
not  explained  itself  fully^  1  was  not  hound  to  know 
tbat  they  made  any  distinction  between  them.  It 
may,  for  aught  that  appears,  insist  that  Vargas's 

Ct  is  valid,  either  from  the  date  being  dtS»ent 
,  what  1  suppose  it  to  b&,  or  on  some  other 
ground.  As  to  the  conduct  of  Spain,  the  difference 
of  the  dates  of  the  grants,  and  the  accidental  difier- 
ence  of  a  day  between  the  date  fixed  by  the  treaty 
and  that  of  the  d<Miation  of  Vargas,  cannot  affect 
the  concluaon  drawn ;  while  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  last  donation  was  important  to  show  the 
character  of  the  whole  transaction.  By  the  ntract 
of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Onis  of  the  31st  October, 
1818,  it  appears  that  some  remonstraiices  were 
made  by  Mr.  Erring  to  Mr.  Pinunro  about  the  time 
these  dfflutions  were  made.  No  trace  of  than  re- 
monstranees  [is]  to  be  found  in  diia  legation,  ex* 
16th  Con.  2d  Sfifls.— 44 


cept  a  letter,  marked  ^ixUe,  from  Mr.  Pizarro,  of 
the  19th  July,  in  which  he  requests  Mr.  Erving 
not  to  give  himself  any  uneasiness  on  the  subject 
of  these  donations. 

"1  have  already,  in  my  No.  7,  informed  you 
that  there  is  no  copy  here  of  Mr.  Erving's  corres- 
pondence with  the  Department  of  State.  Not 
knowing  the  extent  of  his  communications  on  that 
subject,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  benefit  could 
have  been  derived  from  them.  I  am  told  here  that 
the  proceedings  in  these  donations  were  suspended 
for  some  time ;  that  Ala^oo,  Punon  Rostro,  and 
Vargas,  were  required  to  give  upj  and  did  surrender, 
their  grants  to  the  Crown ;  and  that  Punon  Ros- 
tro was  preparing,  if  he  did  not  actually  make  a 
memorial  to  the  King,  for  certain  commercial 
privileges,  as  a  remuneration  for  his  loss.  This 
information,  although  it  came  from  such  a  quarter 
that  I  could  place  perfect  reliance  on  its  correct- 
ness, did  not  come  to  me  in  such  a  shape  that  I 
could  use  it  in  addressing  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment. The  Court  has  been  so  fully  occupied 
with  the  marriage  of  the  King,  and  the  distri- 
bution of  the  graeia*  usually  b^towed  on  these 
occasions,  that  our  a&ir  seems  to  be  forgotten. 
General  Vives,  who  is  sitill  said  to  be  destined  for 
the  United  Statesas  Minister  Plenipotentiary, has 
not  yet  arrived  in  Madrid.  He  had  a  command 
within  the  limits  of  the  country,  between  whieh 
and  the  capital  intercourse  was  {vohibited  on  ae- 
count  of  the  yellow  fever;  and  it  is  said  that  heis 
performing  quarantine,  preparatory  to  comiiu:  to 
this  place.  I  use  the  impersonal,  for  no  partofthe 
information  respecting  Vives,  his  ai^intment  or 
movements,  comes  to  me,  directly  or  indirectly, 
from  this  Government. 

"A  report  has  been  industriously  circulated 
here  that  some  arrangement  had  been  made 
Spain  and  Britain,  in  consequence  of  the  proba- 
bility of  a  war  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States.  So  much  was  said  about  it,  that,  without 
giving  any  credit  to  it,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  in- 
quire into  its  truth.  My  first  application  was 
made  lo  Sir  Hairy  Wellesley,  to  whom  I  spoke 
of  it  jestingly,  as  a  proof  of  the  exuavannce  and 
folly  of  the  suppositions  and  surmises  of  the  Puerta 
del  Sol ;  (the  place  where  the  news  of  the  day  is 
discussed  by  Spanish  politicians.)  He  spoke  6f 
it  in  the  same  strain ;  but  our  conversation  con- 
cluded by  a  most  solemn  assurance  given,  on  his 
honor,  tbat  there  was  not  the  slightest  foundation 
for  such  a  report ;  that  the  only  arrangeinttt 
lately  made  with  Spain  related  to  the  terms  of  an 
old  contract  for  permission  to  the  British  Govem- 
ment  to  purdiase  specie  in  Spanish  America." 

No.  1. 

Madrid,  October  10, 1819. 

John  Forsyth,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  presents  his  reswcts  to  the  Duke 
of  San  Fernando  and  Q^iroga,  Secretary  of  State 
and  Despatch,  and  requests  that  anthentieated 
copies  of  the  grants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  CoimC 
Punon  Roetro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  shoold  beaeiit  to 
him  as  early  as  the  eonvenience  of  the  Departaaent 
of  Slate  vftl  permit 
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John  Forsyth,  Americma  fiftinister,  t&en  to  the 
Duke  of  San  Fernando,  the  assurances  of  his  re- 
speetfid  eraisideration. 

No.  2. 

Jfr.  JbrfpfA  to  fi«  i>iute  (/Sm  Fmiawfo  and  <^ri^ 
Madrid,  Oddbtr  15, 1819. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Duke  of  San 
Fernando  and  Qniroga,  and  had  the  honor  to  re- 
quest of  his  Ezcrilenejr,  on  the  10th  insUnt,  copies 
of  the  grants  made  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  to  the 
Conntof  PunoB  Ro8tro,ai)d  to  Mr.  Vargas,  which 
it  is  very  important  for  him  to  have. 

The  Minuter  trusts  that  these  copies  will  be 
famished  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  and  renews 
the  assurance  of  bis  distingaisned  respect. 

No.  3. 

Th»  Dnket^Soh  FtrmndotuidQiiinffa  toMr.  Fbngth. 

Palace,  Oetcber  IS,  1819. 

The  Dake  of  San  Fernando  and  Quircmi  pre- 
sents his  compliments  to  Mr.  John  Forsyth,  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  State  of  Amer- 
ica, and  has  the  honor  to  inform  him  that,  haTinr 
made  known  to  the  King,  his  lord,  the  wbh  of 
Mr.  ForsTth  to  obtain  authentic  copies  of  the 
mnts  of  land  made  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the 
Coant  of  Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  His 
Iitejesty  has  declared  that  it  is  not  possible  for  him 
to  comply  with  this  wish  without  being  wanting 
in  what  is  due  to  his  dignity ;  as  he  conceives  that 
his  word,  alone,  in  the  matter  of  the  grants^  is,  in 
addition  to  their  publicity,  the  most  authentic  cer- 
tificate that  can  or  ought  to  be  given. 

The  Duke  renews  to  the  Minister  Plenipotenti- 
ary his  wish  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  him,  and 
Chat  Qoi  may  long  preserre  his  life. 

No.  4. 

JIfr.  Fhrayth  to  the  Dtiie  of  San  RrTuxudo  and  QtUroga. 

Madrid,  Oetcber  16, 1819. 

John  Forsyth,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  North  America,  presents  his 
respects  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  dui- 
roga,  and  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  his  note  of 
the  15th  October. 

The  American  Minister  considers  the  refusal  to 
famish  the  copies  of  the  grants  of  the  Duke  of 
Alagon,  Count  Punon  Rustro,  and  Mr.  Varsas, 
for  which  he  aftplied,  as  singular  as  the  reason  tbat 
u  assigned  for  it.  These  donations  having  unfor- 
tunately produced  new  differences  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  he  believed  that  he  bad 
a  right  to  expect  copies  of  them  whenever  an  ap- 
plication- was  made  to  procure  them.  He  is  not 
aware  that  the  royal  word  has  been  given  in  this 
business,  and  would  now  request  where  it  is  to  be 
found,  if  he  was  confident  it  could  be  done  with- 
out ofiendioK  the  royal  dignity — a  dignity  so  re- 
fined and  etherial  as  to  be  above  the  comprehen- 
sion of  an  American  Minister.  His  Excellency  the 
Senetary  of  State  and  Despatch  has  said,  individ- 
ually, and  by  permission  of  Uie  King,  that  the  dec- 


IlaratioQ  intended  to  be  presented  by  the  American 
Minister,  if  the  excbanffc  of  the  ratification  of  the 
I  convention  of  Uie  22d  of  Fetwuary  took  place, 
I  contradicted  the  eighth  article  of  that  Instnimciit 
I  From  this  assertion  an  inference  was  to  be  drawn 
I  that  the  above-mentioned  grants,  or  some  of  them, 
I  were  of  a  date  prior  to  the  24tb  January,  1818,  the 
j  day  named  in  tnat  article  of  the  treaty.  If^iiioat 
failing  in  the  respect  doe  to  the  Secretary  of  Sta  te, 
and  which  the  American  Minister  desires  at  all 
I  times  to  exhibit,  it  was  important  for  him  to  as- 
!  certain  whether  ofl  or  a  part  of  these  grmots  were 
considered  valid  by  Spain ;  whether  made  frior  to, 
at  the  time  ^,  or  nite^mU  to  the  authoritr  given  to 
Mr.  Onis  to  ofier  a  cession  of  Flcwida  to  the  United 
States ;  whether  tie  wbdCs,  or  only  a  par^  and,  if  a 
paHt  what  part  of  the  lands  in  uat  territory  was 
included  tn  them — information  necessary  to  the 
fwmation  of  a  correct  Judgment  of  the  character 
of  this  transaction,   atx  Excellency  the  Duke  of 
San  Fernando  and  duiroga  most  be  sensible  that 
copies  of  these  grants  can  be  obtained  only  from 
the  persons  ownmc  them,  or  frtKu  the  archives  of 
the  Indies,  and  that  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States,  having  no  right  to  believe  that  the  owner? 
would  submit  the  original  papers  to  his  inspection, 
or  suffer  copies  to  be  taken  of  them,  haa  no  re- 
!  source  but  an  application  to  the  Government, 
i    Not  having  procured  the  desired  information 
;  from  the  most  authentic  source,  he  will  be  nnder 
i  the  necessity  of  seeking  it  wherever  it  can  be 
\  found  }  and  if,  in  presenting  this  subject  hereaAer 
:  to  His  Miyesty's  Qoreroment,  any  enor  should 
;  be  communicated,  the  Duke  of  Sao  Fernando 
.  and  Q.nir{^  will  not  forget  the  apnlication  made 
,  for  correct  information,  and  the  retosal  to  give  it. 


John  Porsvtb,  the  American  Minister,  reiterates 
to  bis  Excellency  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando 
and  QMiroga  the  assoiances  of  his  profowid  ctm- 
sideration. 

No.  5. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroffa. 

Maobid,  October  18,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Ex- 
cellency's answer  of  the  8th  instant  to  my  facial 
note  of  the  2d, 

It  is  not  with  a  vain  hope  of  producing  any 
effect  upon  the  opinions  of  tnis  Government  that 
I  refer  again  to  this  subject ;  a  determination  be- 
ing deliberately  made,  and  comporting,  as  your 
Excdlency  says,  with  the  honor  of  the  King,  it 
will  no  doubt  be  adhered  to.  Time  and  expe- 
rience are  the  correctors  of  the  errais  of  States 
and  Kingdoms;  and  the  hour  comes  when  dw 
wisdom  or  imprudence  of  ihb  determination  will 
be  sufficiently  apparent. 

Having  communicated  to  my  G^overnment  the 
correspondence  between  us,  the  ousiness  is  at  rest ; 
but  I  avail  myself  of  the  op[>ortttmty  offered  by  the 
performance  of  another  duty  to  make  some  ooser- 
vations  called  for  by  your  Excellency's  note.  That 
His  Majesty  should  recur  to  the  example  of  his 
predecessor  m  considering  the  subject  of  the  con- 
vention^ is  perfectly  natural ;  since,  to  the  frirad- 
ship  existing  between  the  United  States  and  his 
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ancestor,  His  Majesty  is  indebted  for  the  posses- 
sioQ  of  that  territory  of  Florida  proposed  to  be 
ceded  by  it :  but  the  Kiug  is  deceived  and  misled 
when  he  believes  that  the  United  States  or  any 
other  Power  can  see  in  the  recent  or  previous 
conduct  of  his  Government  the  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion and  good-will.  The  stubborn  integrity  of 
reason  rejects  all  the  professions  that  are  contra- 
dicted by  theactionsof  Princes  and  States.  Know- 
ing his  intentions,  your  Excellency's  royal  mas- 
ter may  consider  the  opinions  already  formed  as 
harsh  and  injarious;  but  it  is  the  unfortunate 
peculiarity  of  this  negotiation  that  every  thing 
uone  and  left  undone  oy  Spain  serves  to  justiiy 
.  them.  I  iriU  not  reeapiiulate  what  has  been  pre- 
viously urged,  but  content  myself  with  reminding 
your  Excellency  that  two  months  have  elapsed 
since  I  yns  informed  by  Mr.  Salmon  that  explana- 
tions would  be  asked  at  Washington ;  I  am  still 
to  learn  to  whom  this  duty  is  to  be  intrusted. 
Judging  from  this  delay,  I  migbf,  did  I  consider 
it  important,  ask  your  Excellency,  Will  the  per- 
son in  whom  the  King  confides  see  the  United 
States  in  the  beginning  or  towards  the  end  of  the 
ensaing  year  ? 

Your  Excellency  has  misconceived  the  purport 
of  what  has  been  urged  in  regard  to  the  obligation 
imposed  bv  the  signature  oihis  Minister  to  the 
treaty  on  tne  King.  You  suppose  it  to  be  direct- 
ed to  the  obligation  to  execute  the  treaty ;  it  was 
directed  to  the  oUigation  to  ratify  it.  Nothing  is 
more  dear  than  the  obliAtion  imposed  in  this  case 
by  justice  and  honor.  What  is  extraordinary  in 
your  Excellency's  answer  is,  the  supposition  that 
the  United  States  are  bound  by  the  treaty,  while 
Spain  is  at  liberty,  and  according  to  circum- 
stances, to  bind  herself  or  not.  The  United  States 
were  bound  until  the  32d  of  August  last ;  beyond 
that  period  the  question  of  the  treaty  is  as  open  to 
my  Government  as  that  of  your  Excellency's  royal 
master.  The  offer  made  to  accept  the  ratification 
of  Si»in  as  validsince  that  period  was  altogether 
gratuitous,  and  sprung  from  motives,  it  would  ap- 
pear, not  duly  appreciated  or  understood.  It  is 
true  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  an 
alternative  to  choose :  the  treaty  may  be  consid- 
ered as  binding  on  both  the  parties  to  it,  and  an 
attempt  made  to  compel  a  performance ;  or  a  re- 
sort may  be  had  to  toe  origiiul  claims,  and  an 
exertion  made  to  enforce  them. 

Yoor  Eixedlency  supposes  it  impossible  that  the 
assertion  that  Mr.  Onis  did  not  exceed  his  secret 
instructions  can  be  made  good.  If  the  production 
of  a  copy  of  those  instructions  were  necessary  to 
show  the  correctness  of  such  an  assertion,  certamly 
it  could  not  be  shown;  but  there  is  a  species  of 
moral  demonstration  of  the  terms  of  secret  in- 
structions which  is  sufficiently  strong  to  .satisfy 
the  judgments  of  men,  without  the  necessity  of 
calling  in  question  the  integrity  of  negotiators  or 
the  parity  of  Governments.  Abundant  materials 
for  the  demonstration  of  this  assertion  exist,  and 
will  be  used  whenever  it  shall  be  necessary.  To 
the  number  of  these  your  Excellency  has  furnished 
an  additional  one,  of  conclusive  force,  by  resting 
your  observation  not  tipon  tJi»  faa  that  the  secret 


instructions  were  violated,  but  upon  the  inpoisQiS&jf 
o{  pro^iciaff  proof  that  tikey  were  not. 

Your  Excellency  errs  in  supposing  me  acquaint- 
ed with  the  reclamations  made  by  His  Majesty's 
Chargfi  d'Affaire?  in  America,  or  with  the  incuN 
sions  into  the  territory  of  Texas — incursions  nei- 
ther protected  nor  tolerated  by  my  Government ; 
and,  if  they  hare  been  made,  were  secretly  pre- 
pared and  executed  before  it  was  practicable  for  it 
to  interfere.  As  they  could  hare  no  possible  con- 
nexion with  the  question  of  ratiEcation,  they  hare 
not  been  communicated  to  me  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  Neither  of  these,  however, 
can  justify  the  delay  that  has  taken  place,  since 
the  power  of  His  Majesty  to  require,  and  the  in- 
clination and  ability  oT  the  United  States  to  make^ 
reparation  for  any  injuries  done  to  Spain  would 
not  have  been  affected  by  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty.  It  may  not,  however,  be  useless  to  suggest 
to  His  Majesty's  Government  that  the  failure  to 
ratify  by  Spain  has  deprived  her  of  the  right  to 
expect  reparation  for  anjr  incursion  into  Texas,  as 
a  large  portion  of  what  is  termed  the  province  of 
Texas  is  within  the  limit  claimed  by  the  United 
States — a  claim  yet  existing,  since  the  convention 
of  the  22d  of  February  is  not  ratified  by  Spain, 
whose  best  title  to  Uie  said  territory  was  contained 
in  that  instrument. 

Your  Exceltency  is  not  happy  in  supposing  there 
is  any  justification  for  the  delay  to  ratify,  and  the 
determmation  to  ask  explanations,  in  the  example 
of  my  Government  in  relation  to  toe  eighth  article 
of  the  treaty.  The  United  States  have  not  asked, 
nor  do  they  ask,  any  explanation  of  the  article  in 
question.  They  understand  it  to  impose  a  certain 
obligation  entered  into  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  parties.  They  were  informed  that  their  in- 
tention was  not  fairly  or  fully  expressed,  and,  as 
justice  and  good  faith  required,  they  gave  notice 
to  the  Spanish  Government  of  their  resolution  to 
execute  the  article  according  to  its  spirit  and  in- 
tention. The  address  to  Mr.  Onis  was  to  procure, 
in  the  simplest  form,  the  evidence  to  show  what 
that  intention  was.  Your  Excdlency  will  paidw 
me  for  saying  that  I  am  shocked  at  the  assertion 
now  made,  that  the  declaration  intended  to  be  pre* 
sented  at  toe  exchan^  of  ratifications  annuls  the 
said  article,  as  it  obliges  me  to  conclude  that  the 

gants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Punon 
ostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  are,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Gk)vernment,  of  a  date  prior  to  the  24th  of 
January,  1818,  the  date  named  in  that  article  of 
the  treaty ;  and  that  the  Government  of  Spain  be- 
lieves itself  authorized  to  insist  that  they  would  be 
valid  under  it.  This  disclosure  compels  me,  from 
the  duty  I  owe  to  my  country,  and  in  obedience 
to  the  instructions  I  have  received,  earnestly  to 
remonstrate  against  the  conduct  of  Spain  in  rela- 
tion to  these  grants — a  conduct  towards  the  Uni- 
ted States  injurious,  unjust,  and  deceptious,  and 
which  cannot  fail,  when  made  known,  to  excite 
the  resentment  of  all  nations  who  prize  honorable 
dealing  and  love  good  faith. 

The  history  of  mese  donations,  and  of  the  stipu- 
lation in  regard  to  them,  will  show  that  the  deter- 
minatiou  ih  the  United  Stttes  to  consider  them 
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Toid  trader  the  trekty  was  jastifiable,  proper,  and 
necessary  to  the  honest  fnlfilment  of  the  en  gaffe- 
meat  into  which  they  had  entered  ;  and  that  a  de- 
nial of  this  position  would  fix  upon  the  Spanish 
CkiTCmnient  a  cbaree  of  an  attempt  to  commit  a 
deception,  for  which  the  lan^age  of  decorum  has 
no  appropriate  name.  The  possession  of  Florida  j 
has  long  Ken  an  object  of  interest  to  the  United  I 
States — a  land  useless  and  expensive  to  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  and  chiefly  valuable  by  its  position  to 
them.  Ever  since  the  restoration  of  His  Maj«ty 
to  the  throne  of  Spain,  the  question  of  the  cession 
of  that  territory  luis  been  agitated.  In  the  Sum- 
mer or  Autumn  of  1817,  anier  the  determination 
to  n^tiate  sU  matters  in  dispute  at  Washington, 
it  is  to  he  presmned  anthonty  was  giren  to  Mr. 
Onis  to  offer  the  Floridas  for  an  equiralent  to  the 
United  States.  In  July,  1817,  Mr.  Pizarro  in- 
formed Mr.  Erring  that  the  instructions  for  Mr. 
Onis  were  jtreparing.  Comparing  the  date  of  the 
offer  of  cession  made  by  that  Minister,  of  the  24th 
January,  1618,  with  the  time  necessary  for  trans- 
mitting the  instructions  under  which  it  was  made, 
the  conclusion  is,  that,  prior  to  November,  1817, 
the  authority  was  giren  to  Mr.  Onis  to  offer  Florida 
to  the  United  States,  according  to  the  instructions 
preparing  by  Mr.  Pizarro  at  the  date  of  his  com- 
munication to  Mr.  ErTiDg,of  the  37th  July,  1817. 
(See  No.  1.)  In  November  following,  the  pros- 
pect of  a  cession  to  the  United  States  havingmade 
property  in  that  territory  valuable,  petitions  were 
presented  to  His  Majesty  for  grants  of  land  in 
Florida  by  the  Dtike  of  Alagou  and  Coimt  Ptmon 
Rostro.  In  December,  1817,  the  King  decided, 
by  royal  orders,  that  these  petitions  should  be  al- 
lowed^ in  Febnury,  1818,  the  royal  letters  patent 
were  issued  to  the  petitioners  in  the  Council  of 
Indies. 

The  donation  to  Duke  Alagon  included  all  the 
uncultiTated  land  in  East  Florida,  not  previously 
ceded,  between  the  margins  of  the  rivers  St.  John 
and  St.  Lucia,  to  their  entrances  into  the  sea,  and 
the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Florida  and  the  adjacent 
islands,  the  mouth  of  the  river  Hijuelos  from  the 
twenty>sixth  degree  of  latitude,  following  its  left 
bank  to  its  source ;  thence,  by  a  line  drawn  to  the 
Lake  of  Macao ;  thence,  by  the  way  of  the  river 
St.  John,  to  the  Lake  Valdesj  thence,  by  a  line, 
euuing  the  extreme  north  of  that  lake,  as  ht  as 
the  source  of  diat  river,  and  by  the  coast  of  the 
sea,  with  all  adjacent  islands,  to  the  month  of  the 
rirer  Hijoelos. 

To  the  Count  Puoon  Rostro  was  granted  all  the 
nnctdtivated  lands  not  before  ceded,  in  East  Flor- 
ida, which  are  situated  between  the  Rio  Perdido, 
to  ue  west  of  the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  rivers 
Amasnca  and  St.  John,  from  Fopa  to  its  mouth, 
and  the  southern  boundary^  line  of  tne  United  States 
and  the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  with  all  the  uninhabited 
islands  near  the  coast. 

About  the  close  of  1817,  or  beginning  of  1818, 
Ur.  Vargas  petitioned  for  lands  in  Florida.  On 
the  25th  January,  1818,  a  royal  order  allowed  his 
petition;  and  the  cednla  is  of  the  date  of  the  9th 
Awil,  1818. 

The  donation  to  Mr.  Vargas  wa^ 


Ist  All  uncultivated  and  notbefore  ceded  lands 
between  the  bay  of  Molnle,  the  river  PerdidoLtfae 
boundary  line  of  the  United  States  and  the  Gidf 

of  Mexico. 

2d.  All  the  lands  lying  south  of  AIagon*s  grant, 
from  the  month  of  Hiioelos,  on  the  QuU  of  Mexico, 
and  the  mouth  of  St.  Lucia,  on  the  Gulf  of  Florida, 
to  Tancha  point,  or  Cape  Florida,  with  all  the 
islands,  dec. 

3d.  All  lands  in  West  Florida  to  which  Spun 
was  entitled,  and  all  lands  in  dispute  with  thetJnt- 
ted  States. 

While  diese  extraOTdinarjr  and  enormooB  doiuir 
tions  were  making  in  Spain,  Florida  bad  been 
ofiered  to  the  United  States^  and  the  tmns  tif  ces- 
sion were  in  the  course  of  adjustment  Aflergreat 
labor  and  delay,  the  n^tiation  terminated  Of  tbe 
convention  of  1819.  To  provide  an  indemnity  for 
the  claims  of  American  citizens  upon  Spain,  some 
of  which  wen;  acknowledged  in  1804  to  be  just, 
although  the  treaty  providrng  for  their  adjustment 
and  payment,  made  in  that  year,  had  been  bat  just 
ratified  by  Spain,  was  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
cession  of  Florida  in  full  property  to  the  United 
States,  who  engaged  to  {ny  their  own  citizens 
out  ot  the  vacant  lands  in  that  territory,  bat 
it  was  previously  necessary  to  ascertain  that  the 
fund  provided  was  sufficient  for  that  mrpose.  Mr. 
Onis  insisted,  in  his  note  of  tbe  24th  October,  1818, 
that  all  grants  made  prior  to  that  date  should  be 
held  valid.  The  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
of  the  31st  October,  is,  that  the  United  States  can- 
not renoanee  their  claims  upon  Spain,  and  ihaa« 
of  their  eitizetts^  and  at  the  same  time  recognise 
all  grants  as  valid.  He  says  to  Mr.  Oni^  *^Nodee 
had  been  given  by  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  in  Spain  to  your  Government,  that  aU  the 
grants  of  land  lately  alleged  to  have  been  made  by 
yoiir  Government  within  those  territories  must  be 
cancelled,  unless  your  Oovemment  should  provide 
some  other  adequate  fund  from  which  the  dahns 
above  referred  to,  of  tbe  United  States  and  their 
citizens,  may  be  satisfied." 

On  the  16th  of  November,  Mr.  Onis  prtmoses 
that  the  late  grants,  made  since  the  date  of  this 
note  offering  a  cession,  should  be  declared  nuQ  and 
void,  in  consideration  of  tbe  grantees  not  having 
complied  with  the  essential  conditions  of  the  ces- 
sion, as  had  been  the  fact.  Tbe  late  gnnts,  as 
was  explicitly  undostood  by  hoth  the  nq;o*iaton, 
and  can  only  be  so  understood,  referred  to  tbe  htge 
grants  of  land  to  Alagon,  Pabon  Rostro,  and  Var- 
gas, respecting  which  notice  had  been  given  fay 
Mr.  Ervine  to  Mr.  Pizarro.  To  remove  all  posai- 
Ue  doubt,  Mr.  Onis  states  to  have  been  the  induce- 
ment to  the  grants  the  same  causes  which  ate  sta- 
ted in  the  royal  orders  respecting  them — a  desire 
to  promote  population,  cnltivation,  and  industry — 
causes  assiguM  for  no  other  modern  donations.  It 
being  perfectly  understood  by  tbe  parties  that  these 
crants  were  to  be  annulled  bjr  the  conrendou,  all 
that  remained  vras  to  reduce  the  intention  of  tbe 
parties  to  a  formal  article.  Mr.  Onis,  who  had 
expressly  agreed  to  exclude  them,  whatever  mietit 
be  their  dates,  in  the  first  projet  of  tbe  treaty  oe- 
livend  on  die  9tb  Febnnry,  had  drawn  the  irlk- 
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olc  in  soeh  terms  as  to  confirm  alt  graots  made 
boTora  January  S4, 1818.  The  article  was  not  ac- 
cepted in  that  form.  In  tbe  counter-project  of  the 
Seeretarjr  of  State,  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  13th  Feb- 
raarjr,  the  grants  prior  to  tbe  24th  January,  1818, 
conditions  or  which  should  have  been  per- 
formed by  the  grantees,  and  none  others,  were  de- 
dtxed  to  be  confirmed.  Mr.  Onis  was  at  this  time 
confloed  to  his  house  by  indisposition,  and,  by  his 
request,  tbe  commnnicationa  between  the  negotia- 
tors were  made  through  the  friendly  interposition 
of  Mr.  Hyde  de  Neuville ;  Mr.  Onis  insisted  upcxt 
tbe  article  as  drawn  np  by  him,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  corering  these  grants,  but  merely  to  sare 
the  honor  of  the  King.  As  it  was  obrious  that 
the  honor  of  the  King  would  not  be  affected  by  de- 
claring die  grants  made  prior  to  January,  1818, 
binding  to  tbe  same  extent  as  they  would  have  bran 
on  Spain  if  a  cession  had  not  taken  place,  Mr. 
Onis  yielded  to  a  modification  proposed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  that  effect,  but  at  tbe  same  time 
observed  that  these  were  grants  of  old  dates,  made 
ftons  fid*  to  persons  in  actual  possession  of  tbe  lande, 
and  who  had  im[Kovement8  and  settlements  on 
them,  but  who,  by  the  revolutions  in  Europe,  and 
tbe  eoaralaed  state  of  Spain,  had  been  prevented 
ftom  completing  all  the  conditions  of  their  grants ; 
that  it  would  be  equitable  to  allow  them  time  from 
the  date  of  the  trraty  to  fulfil  them.  This  was 
readily  assented  to,  and  the  article,  ae  presented  by 
Mr.  Onis,  was  thus  modified :  "  do  exclude,  abso- 
Intely,  all  grants  made  subsequent  to  the  84tn  Jan- 
uary, 1618." 

2d.  To  confirm  all  grants  {Hrior  to  that  period, 
to  the  same  extent  that  they  would  hare  been  Tatid 
had  tbe  territoty^  ceded  remained  under  the  domia- 
ion  of  His  Majesty. 

3d.  To  allow  all  whose  titles  were  imi)erfeet, 
and  who  bad  been  prevented,  by  the  recent  circum- 
stances of  the  Spanish  empire,  and  the  revolutions 
in  Europe,  from  fulfilling  the  condition  of  their 
grants,  a  timitcd  time  to  complete  them.  When, 
after  tne  sj^atwe  of  the  treaty,  a  rumor  prevailed 
that  the  grants  to  Alagon,  Punon  Rostro,  and  Var- 
cas,  were  valid  under  the  trcat;^  being  dated  bat  a 
short  time  before  tbe  24th  of  January,  1818,  and 
that  this  date  was  assumed  with  the  intention  that 
they  should  be  confirmed ;  without  admitting  the 
sn^kion  of  any  unfair  dealing  in  the  conduct  of 
the  n^jotiator  of  Spain,  that  no  pretenee  should, 
by  aoyposBibiUty,  be  raised  after  tne  ratification  of 
tne  treaty  that  these  grants  were  confirmed,  or 
that  either  party  to  the  compact  had  undostood 
that  they  Would  be  confirmed,  I  was  instructed  to 
deliver,  on  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  tbe  decla- 
ntion  of  the  construction  it  was  the  avowed  inten- 
tioD  of  both  parties  at  the  signature  that  theeighth 
article  should  bear  in  relation  to  the  grants  in  ques- 
tion, and  the  only  one  the  United  States  would 
ever  admit.  In  a  correspondence  of  March,  1819, 
betweoi  Mf.  Adams  and  Mr.  <hii^  the  Spanish 
Minister  luequivocally  admits  that  such  had  been 
iua  uttderatanding  of  the  arUele  when  he  signed  it 
— a  ihet  fuQy  confirmed  by  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Byde  de  NeuTiUe. 

Sneh,  sir,  is  the  history  of  Aese  grants,  and  the 


negotiation  in  relation  to  them.  It  would  not  be 
diracult  to  prove  that  tbe  declaration  of  the  Amer- 
ican Government  (a  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  your  Excellaicy,  as  it  is  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  intention  of  the  parties)  is 
also  in  unison  with  the  very  letter  of  the  eompaet 
Without  ent^ng  into  a  mmute  discussion  of  the 
difference  in  the  force  and  oUintion  of  the  toyal 
order,  made  prior,  and  the  royu  cedala,made8nb- 
sequMit,  to  the  24th  January,  1818, 1  may  venture 
to  assert  that  no  title  was  vested  in  the  several 
grantees  until  die  royal  cedula  given  in  the  Coun- 
cil of  Indies.  Even  if  I  should  err  in  this  position, 
of  the  solidity  of  which  I  have  the  most  perfeet 
conviction,  these  grants  would  not  be  valid  under 
the  treaty,  as  the  conditions  of  them  have  not  beoi 
complied  with;  nor  could  the  grantees  claim  the 
benefit  of  the  stipulation  to  give  time  to  the  old 
claimants  to  perfect  their  titles,  since  they  could 
not  pretend  tbat  they  were  prevented  from  fulfil- 
ling the  essential  conditions  of  their  donations  by 
tbe  recent  circumstances  of  the  Spanbh  monarchy, 
or  by  the  late  revolutions  in  Europe.  The  decla- 
ration presented  by  me  to  your  Excellency  might 
have  been  safely  withheld,  h^  not  the  Qorem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  determined  not  to  be 
Hnbarrassed  by  any  pretended  claims  under  these 
grants,  either  on  the  part  of  Spain,  her  subjects, 
or  tbe  petaaUB  holding  under  them.  The  course 
pursoea  has  been  justifiaUe  as  it  relates  to  Spain, 
proper  as  regards  the  character  of  the  Ameriean 
Government,  and  necessary  to  the  honest  discharge 
of  the  obligation  of  the  convention,  by  which  it 
bound  itself  to  pay  to  its  own  citizens,  out  of  the 
fund  of  the  Florida  lands,  their  claims  upon  Spain, 
to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 

Irving  thus  vindicated  the  character  of  the 
United  States,  by  showing  that  they  have  made 
no  attempt  to  alter,  in  any  degree,  the  obligations 
of  the  convention,  it  remains  for  me  to  establi^ 
the  position  laid  down  in  reoard  to  Spain.  With 
infinite  reiuctanee  I  ajmroaen  ^e  ezeentton  of  this 
painful  but  not  diffieult  task.  Tfaeeonrietiona 
Its  truth  arise  so  forciUy  out  of  die  circumstances 
of  this  transaction,  as  already  detailed,  that  a  bare 
reference  to  particular  portions  of  them  will  be 
sufficient  for  my  purpose.  I  must  call  your  Ex- 
cellency's attention  to  the  period  at  which  these 
donations  were  made;  the  departure  from  theor^ 
dinary  re^iulations  of  the  Spanish  Qorernment  in 
the  quantity  of  land  given  away  to  tbe  grantees; 
the  reasons  assigned  lor  making  the  donations;  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  Minister  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  arranging  the  eighth  article  of  the 
convention ;  and  to  the  malisnant  influence  these 
donations  seem  to  have  had  in  preventing  the 
ratification  of  that  convention.  The  idea  of  mak- 
ing these  grants  was  not  entertained  until  Spain 
had  determined  to  cede  the  Floridas  to  the  United 
States.  Authority  was  given  to  offer  a  cession  ai 
diat  country ;  betweei  we  grants  and  the  execu- 
tion of  that  authority  Uie  resolution  is  formed,  and 
partially  carried  into  effect,  to  render  tbe  thing  to 
De  ceded,  as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  Spain  to 
render  it  so,  worUiless.  It  may  be  suggested  that 
the  sovereignty  of  the  territory  was  ul  diat  ita 
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S^ish  QoTeroment  proposed  to  cede ;  and  that 
this  was,  of  itself,  suffieioitly  important  to  the 
United  States  to  render  unnecessary  any  atten- 
tion to  the  property  id  the  soil.  The  force  of  such 
a  suggestion  is  destroyed  by  the  fact  that  Spain 
proposed  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  claims 
of  the  United  States,  aad  of  their  citizens  upon 
her,  out  of  the  vacant  lands  of  the  territory  to  be 
ceded.  What  was  the  meaniog  of  this  proposal, 
and  the  stipulatioo  made  in  consequence  of  it, 
when,  by  secret  and  irregular  donations  of  all  the 
Taeant  lands,  His  Cath<uic  Majesty  had  raidered 
its  fulfilment  impossible ;  and  thisj  too,  while  the 
Spanish  Minister  was  in  the  very  act  of  diseass- 
ing  it?  Was  it  made  in  mockery,  to  add  insult 
to  the  injuries  of  which  the  American  Gorern- 
ment  had  so  long  complained,  and  sati^aetion  for 
which  they  had  generously  forborne  to  take?  By 
reference  to  the  archives  of  the  Indies,  your  Ex- 
cdleocy  will  find  that  the  donatioDs  to  the  Duke 
of  Alagon.  Count  Pnnon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas, 
include  all  the  vacant  land,  not  only  in  that  part 
of  the  Floridas  possessed  by  Spain,  but  also  that 
poKsessed  by  the  United  States  under  the  cession 
of  Louisiana  from  France.  I  make  this  reference 
from  a  belief  that  the  description  of  the  diffoent 
grants  herein  contained  is  nearly  if  not  entirely 
correct 

The  colonial  re^atioos  of  SpaiU)  made  for 
Louisiana  and  Florida^  expressly  lorbia  the  alien- 
ation of  more  than  a  named  or  small  portion  of 
kad  to  the  same  person.  This,  it  is  trae,  is  a  re- 
striction upon  the  governors  and  authorities  of  those 
territories,  and  was  not  obligatory  upon  the  Kingj 
Imt  it  shows  the  general  policy  of  the  Qovemmmt 
widely  departed  from,  in  the  donations  to  two  fa- 
vorite officers  of  the  Grown  and  a  Spanish  subject, 
between  whom,  in  a  sweeping  transfer,  a  few  mil- 
lions of  acres  were  liberally  granted  by  the  King ; 
and  what  sir,  were  the  reasons  assigned  for  these 
liberal  gilts  1  "  For  the  increase  of  population  in 
the  territory  of  Florida;"  "for  the  fulfilment  of 
His  Majesty's  beneficent  wishes  in  favor  of  the  ag- 
riculture and  commerce  of  his  said  possessions, 
which  were  very  mach  in  want  of  a  population  ad- 
equate to  the  fertility  of  the  land  and  the  defence 
01  the  coast."  At  ue  moment  of  determining  to 
MM  away  the  territory  to  the  dominion  of  a  foreign 
Power,  the  anxiety  is  diseorered  to  render  it  popu- 
lous, to  foster  its  agriculture  and  commerce,  to  fur- 
nish an  adequate  defence  for  its  coasts.  That  in- 
dividuals, who  sought  the  acquisition  of  wealth  at 
the  expense  of  the  moral  character  of  their  coun- 
try, should  attempt  to  conceal  the  real,  the  selfish 
motive  of  their  application  for  gifts,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  bein^  actuated  by  a  desire  of  promoting 
the  interest  ot  the  State,  is  not  surprising,  since  the 
history  of  the  world  affords  so  many  unhappy  ex- 
amples of  it ;  but  it  is  both  wonderful  and  lament- 
able that  Governments  should  be  deluded  to  adopt 
such  hollow  pretences,  and  assign  them  as  the  mo- 
tives of  their  conduct.  In  the  present  ca»e,  how 
are  these  reasons  of  State  reconcileable  with  the 
proposed  cession  of  the  territory?  Either  Spain 
ofioed  a  eeasiou,  intending  never  tomake  i^  or  tnese 
were  not  the  rul  inducements  to  these  donations. 


A  territory  which  had  been  almost  abandoned 
for  years  by  the  €k)vernment  of  Spain,  altematdy 
used  by  the  British  troops,  the  Indians,  and  the 
blacks,  for  the  annoyance  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  been  left  to  be  preyed  upon  by  every  ad- 
venturer who  could  command  a  pilot  boat  and  a 
mu^et,  becomes,  at  the  moment  it  is  to  be  ceded 
away,  an  object  of  parental  solicitude — a  solicitude 
discovered  Sy  giving  monopolies  of  its  lands  to 
three  persons,  who  afiected  the  intention  to  culti- 
vate and  improve  them ;  an  intention  established 
by  the  notorious  fact  of  these  lands  having  been 
frequently  o0aed  tor  sale  by  the  elaimanta  in 
Spain  and  in  the  United  States.  It  is  somewhat 
singular  that  the  Spanish  Minister  in  the  United 
States,  who,  In  the  whole  of  the  n^tiation,  pro- 
fessed the  most  perfect  readiness  to  stijiolate  that 
they  should  be  given  up,  should  yet  be  ignorant  of 
the  dates  of  these  donations,  ana  should  have  ar- 
ranged an  article  in  respect  to  grants  so  as  to  leave 
room  for  a  pretence  that  the  large  donations  were 
valid.  How  happened  it  that  he  was  thos  igno- 
rant— he,  upon  wnose  knowledge  of  these  instru- 
ments the  United  States  relied— and  they  could 
rely  upon  no  other  1  How  did  it  occur  that,  in 
the  short  space  of  twelve  days  after  the  signature 
of  the  treaty,  the  information  was  givm  to  satisfy 
him  that  he  might  have  been  mistaken  in  the  be- 
lief with  regara  to  their  dates  ?  I  reject  the  sap- 
position  that  all  this  waa  diplomatic  finene,  in- 
tended to  secure  the  lar^  donations  to  the  daimants 
of  them,  but  refer  to  this  cireimistance  to  prove  stiU 
more  clearly  how  injurioiuly  Spain  has  acted  to  the 
United  States  in  this  business.  The  allendon  that 
the  American  Governmoit  ought  not  to  nave  relied 
npon  information  derived  from  die  Minister  with 
whom  thev  were  negotiating  will  never  be  urged  by 
Spain.  The Amencan Gioveramentcouldnotpro- 
cure  authentic  information  from  any  other  soonfe ; 
and  if  a  mistake  had  been  made  from  areliance  upon 
that  which  was  procured^  a  just  and  honoraUe 
Gk>vemment  would  diodain  to  take  any  other  ad- 
vantage of  it  than  that  of  manifesting  its  good 
faith,  oy  its  cheerfulness  and  promptitude  in  cot^ 
recting  the  error;  fulfilling  the  intention,  instobd 
of  the  letter  of  its  engagement  In  fine,  sir,  the 
injustice  of  this  transaction  has  been  perfected 
by  the  influence  these  donatioiu  appear  to  have 
had  in  preventing  the  ratification  of  the  conven- 
tion of  22d  February,  1819 ;  a  conventioa  which 
settled  important  interests ;  secured  thejncifieand 
harmonioas  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Si»in ;  provided  indemnities  for  injuries  that 
Spain  acknowledged  American  citizens  had  suf- 
fered from  her;  removed  all  causes  of  futare  dis- 
pute and  difficulty,  and  laid  deep  and  broad  the 
foundation  of  a  permanent  good  understanding 
between  the  two  Powers.  Such,  sir,  has  been  the 
conduct  of  Spain.  She  offered  a  cession,  and  en- 
deavored to  render  it  worthless ;  ^e  proposed  in- 
demnities, and  attempted  to  destroy  toe  fund  oat 
of  which  they  were  to  be  made.  To 'do  this,  slie 
abandoned  her  ancient  territorial  ^licy,  and  as- 
signed reasons  for  her  conduct  which  ccmM  not 
have  rwnlated  it  Her  negotiator  acted  as  if  he 
knew  of  facta  of  which  he  snbsequently  jm^iaaed 
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himsdif  to  hare  been  ignonut,  and,  in  conseqaesee, 
made  an  arrangemeDt  which  laid  the  foundatioa 
of  new  embarrassmenta  between  this  Ooremment 
and  that  of  the  United  Stata;  and,  because  the 
United  States  frankly  avow  their  Tesolatioa  to  do 
what  they  engaged  to  do,  I  am  told  that  their  ex- 
amine justifies  Spain  in  an  indefinite  delay  of  a 
determination  to  accept  or  reject  that  arrangement. 
In  whatever  light  this  transaction  is  viewed, 
grievous  injury  has  been  done  to  the  United  States, 
for  which  tney  have  a  right  to  demand  and  obtain 
satisiaction.  Having  thus  experienced  its  neces- 
sity and  propriety,  your  Ezcdiency  must  not  be 
surprised  if  the  United  States,  in  future,  take 
pledges  of  security  for  the  performance  of  any  en- 
gagements they  may  oiter  into  with  Spun  more 
efiweiual  than  cosfioence  in  her  good  laith. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency,  whom  may  Ood 
prcMrre,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
DoKB  OP  Sam  Febnahdo  and  duiaooA. 

Na  1. 

Extroct  iif  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pimm  to  Mr,  Ervi^, 
dated 

Madrid,  My  27, 1817. 

And  no  time  shall  be  lost  in  preparing  the  in- 
strQcUons  of  which  Don  Luis  Noeli  will  be  the 
bearer  to  the  Minister  Onis,  it  being  His  Migesty^ 
intention  that  no  step  or  measure  shall  be  omitted 
which  may  promote  the  settlement  upon  terms 
eoniiitent  with  the  weUare  of  his  subjects  and  the 
honor  of  his  erown. 


Extraet     a  letter  fhm  Mr.  Rnj/th  to  tie  Seer^ry 
ofStaU. 

Madrid,  November  16, 1819. 

Since  my  official  letter,  by  way  of  Gibraltar, 
numbered  9,  nothing  important  in  relation  to  our 
afiairs  has  occurred  here.  General  Vives  has  not 
yet  found  his  way  to  Madrid. 

It  is  now  said  Vives  will  go  by  the  way  of 
England.  The  expedition  of  Cadiz  is  again  the 
subject  of  interest  with  Spain.  It  is  contemplated 
to  send  it  out  in  February,  and  the  force  is  to  he 
15,000  men. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fbrepth  to  the  Secrdary 
of  State. 
Madrid,  Novaaher  27, 1819. 
Late  in  the  evening  of  the  16th  of  the  present 
month,  after  my  letter  to  you  of  that  date  had  been 
sent  to  the  post  office,  I  was  very  moch  surprised 
to  receive  from  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  the 
remonstrance  addressed  to  him  on  the  18th  of 
October  last.  The  causes  assigned  for  this  step 
yon  will  find  in  the  copy  of  the  Duke's  note  of  the 
12th  November,  marked  No.  1.  After  mature 
deliberation,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  only  course 
which  I  could  pursue  was  to  insist  upon  the  re- 
cnition  of  the  remonstrance,  and,  it  that  was 
refused,  to  leave  Madrid ;  bdieving  that,  in  doing 


this,  I  should  only  anticipate  the  wishes  of  the 

President.  It  is  possible  that  this  de^miiiatiim 
will  gratify  the  wishes  of  this  Qoverament,  whose 

f^ood-will  has  been  lost  to  me  ever  since  the  de- 
ivery  of  my  official  note  of  the  2l8t  of  June  to 
Mr.  Salmon.  The  truth  of  this  supposition  will 
be  ascertained  bv  the  effect  of  my  note  of  the  20th ; 
a  copy  of  which,  marked  No.  2,  is  enclosed.  If 
they  wish  me  to  remain,  they  will  either  receive 
the  remonstrance,  or  give  me  such  assurances  with 
respect  to  the  grants  as  will  justify  me  in  with- 
hofding  it  altt^ether.  I  shall  give  you  the  earliest 
possible  information  of  what  is  done.  At  all  events, 
I  shall  not  quit  Madrid  until  the  Ist  of  January, 
and  will,  if  I  am  oUi^  to  leave  remain  u 
EHaee  until  the  beffinnin^of  March,  with  the  hope 
of  hearinjg  before  that  period  what  diteetion  Con- 
gress will  give  to  our  amiirs  with  Spain.  Geoaal 
Vives  was  in  Madrid  at  the  date  or  my  last  letter. 
I  did  not  hear  of  his  arrival  until  the  17th,  although 
he  arrived  on  the  15tb.  t  have  been  told  that  his 
aMJointmcQt  has  been  made  known  to  him  offici- 
ally, and  that  he  has,  with  great  reluctance,  ac- 
cepted it  FromtheGovernmentofSiMtinlDiow 
nothing  about  him,  either  formally  or  informdly. 

No.  I. 

TluDulxofSanFernaiHdoaniftaihN^ 

Palacb,  iftiwn&er  12, 1819. 
SiB :  I  have  perused  with  due  attention  your 
note  of  the  18th  ultimo ;  and  although  I  wished, 
on  reflecting  od  the  friendly  sentiment*  BOXet- 
tained  by  the  King,  laj  master,  for  your  Oovem- 
ment,  and  on  those  which,  on  my  part  I  have  for 
it  and  for  yoursdf  personally,  to  nave  found  them 
reciprocated  in  your  note,  since  I  had  evny  reawm 
to  be  persuaded,  from  what  had  passed  in  our  con- 
ference on  the  3d  of  the  same  month,  that  diey 
really  existed,  I  have,  notwithstanding,  to  regret 
that  my  expectations  have  uofortunatdy  been  dis- 
appointed. So  far,  indeed,  is  your  note  from  ex- 
hibiting those  feelings,  that  it  gives  me  extreme 
concern  only  to  discover  in  it  ideas  which  seem 
wholly  incompatible  with  the  principles  professed 
by  your  Govemment,and  expressed  in  terms  (since 
I  am  compelled  to  say  so)  equally  unprecedented, 
and  repugnant  to  the  delicacy  and  attention 
which  are  peculiar  to,  and  are  invariably  ob- 
served in  all  difdomatic  communintions.  I  should 
have  £uled  In  the  very  high  consideration  I  owe, 
to  the  American  Ooremment,  in  the  due  respect 
I  entertain  for  you,  and  espfwially  in  my  duty  as 
the  principal  secretary  of  His  Majestv  the  King, 
my  lord,  by  commumcating  to  him  toe  contents 
of  a  note  which  attacks  £e  honor  of  His  Ma- 
jesty, without  tending  in  the  least  to  elucidate  the 
subject  in  question.  Upon  it  the  King  will,  in  a 
direct  course,  demand  of  and  give  to  the  Federai 
Government  the  requisite  explanations,  as  I  ^ve 
already  bad  the  honor  more  than  once  to  inform 
you.  It  is,  therefore,  with  the  greatest  concern 
that  it  becomes  my  indispensable  duty  to  return  to 
you  such  a  note,  with  toe  assurance  that  t  will, 
with  as  great  pleasure,  promptitude,  and  ea^- 
ness,  submit  to  His  Majesty  such  coramunicatums 
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u  you  may  address  to  me  which  are  conceired  in 
ix  and  becomiog  terms,  as  I  am  wholly  arene  to 
larinff  bdbre  him  those  which  cannot  fail  to  ptore 
oftnsire  to  his  exalted  chaneter  and  lOTmign 

repeating  to  you  the  keen  regrets  I  feel  on 
this  occasion,  I  baTe  to  renew  the  asBoiance  of 
uy  pofect  readiness  to  receive  from  yon  wch 
■Minmunieationa  as  you  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  and  as  are  conformable  to  the  recdved 
wnge  ind  custom  of  European  diplomacy.  Qod 
BfcserTe  you  many  years. 

SAN  FERNANDO  Y  aUIROOA. 
To  the  MiHisTBR  oftM  U.S. 

No.  2. 

Jfr.  FimffihtotheDukeo/Sm  F(Hrnaiuhand<^iiiroffa. 

Madbid,  NovenAer  30,  ]819. 
Sia :  Your  Excellency's  note  of  the  13th  was 
delivered  to  me  on  the  l6th.  The  official  remon- 
strmace  <^  the  18th  October,  which  your  Bxcel- 
loey  has  felt  yourself  reluctantly  compelled  to 
Tetnm  to  me,  was  prepared  and  sent  by  the  in- 
stroctionBof  the  Oorernment  of  the  United  Slates. 
It  must  be  obvious  to  youi  Excellency  that,  if  rep- 
naentations  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  which  I  am 
directed  to  make  are  not  received,  my  further  resi- 
dence near  His  Majesty's  Court  would  be  worse 
than  useless  to  my  cmintry.  I  should  have  pre- 
ferred that  your  Excdiency  would  either  Iwve 
pointed  out  precisely  what  you  deemed  inadmis- 
siUe,  and  requested  an  alteration,  or  have  desired 
me  to  recall  the  remonstrance,  for  the  purpose,  if 
possible,  of  putting  it  in  terms  more  accrataue. 
I  need  not,  afW  our  conversation  of  the  3d  ult, 
assure  your  Excellency  that  I  should  have  done 
every  thing  consistent  with  the  obligations  of  duty 
to  meet  your  wishes.  No  doubt  it  occurred  to  the 
wlightMied  understanding  of  your  BxeeUencr 
tlMit,  ffom  the  nature  of  the  subject,  bat  few  sacn* 
fkn  could  be  mode  to  diplomatic  eonrteay. 

I  regret  that  the  censure  bestowed  upon  the  re* 
MBOitiUftee  had  not  been  made  with  more  preci- 
tiao.  As  your  Bxcdleney  has  remarked  upoh  it 
in  very  gMieral  terms,  I  am  compelled  to  lollow 
the  examine.  The  objections  are  that  the  remon- 
strance does  not  contain  the  friendly  sentiments 
which  ought  to  animate  the  United  States  to- 
Vards  Spain,  as  such  sentiments  animate  His 
Catholic  Majesty  towards  the  United  Sutes;  that 
it  contains  ideas  which  are  not,  and  cannot  be, 
analogous  to  the  princii^es  which  ought  to  govern 
the  United  States,  and  terms  disused  and  foreign  to 
the  delicacy  and  attention  al  waysso  much  observed, 
and  sopecttliattodiplomatie  communications;  that 
yon  cannot  vlaee  it  before  His  M^esty,  because  it 
attacks  the  aonor  of  the  King  wimout  serving  as 
any  illustration  of  the  matter  discussed  in  it,  which 
Hh  M^esty  will  know  how  to  ask  and  give  di- 
neUy  to  the  Federal  GoremmenL  Objections, 
in  terms  so  general,  mi^ht  with  safety  be  made  to 
any  embarrassing  official  document  on  an  im- 
nt  subject  of  dispute.  Upon  which  of  these 
your  Excellencyrely  to  justify  the  return  of 
the  remonstrance  1  To  secure  the  reception  an 


official  note,  is  it  necenary  that  the  sentiments  of 
it  should  be  friendly?  that  the  ideas  it  contains 
should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  organ  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  whom  It  is  addressed,  be  analogous  to  the 
principles  which  ought  to  govern  the  Z*ower  from 
whom  it  is  sent?  that  the  terms  of  it  dKwld  be 
wdl  chosen,  courteous,  and  deUcate,  aceordiag  to 
the  usages  of  diplomacy  ?  or  even  that  it  ahould 
not  attack  the  chaneter  of  the  OoveraDMnt? 
Your  Excellency's  condw,  enlightened  hf  the  his- 
tory of  the  intercourse  of  nations,  must  admit  that 
few  diplomatic  notes  would  be  reaeived,  if  these 
were  prerequisites.  The  sentiments,  ideas,  ud 
terms  of  di|uomatic,  like  all  other  cwrespondeace, 
change  according  to  the  situation  and  determina- 
tion of  the  parties,  and  the  nature  of  the  subject 
of  it.  The  correspondcDce  is  courtly  and  delicate 
while  the  parties  can  rely  upon  the  good  dispo- 
sitions of  each  other.  Sometimes,  mdeed,  the 
language  of  courtesy  is  continued  to  conceal  in- 
tentions of  deadly  hostility — to  blind  an  advmary 
to  preparationn  which  are  making  for  his  de- 
struction. This  dishonwable  artifice  has  become, 
by  frequent  use,  too  wdl  known  to  deceive.  But 
in  even-  controversy  which  taminates  in  a  serious 
misunderstanding,  a  period  arrives  when  ddicacy 
and  attention  give  place  to  plainness  and  truth. 
All  that  can  be  required  is,  mat  the  head  of  the 
Grovemment  shall  not  be  treated  with  personal 
disrespect.  In  many  instances  the  subject-matter 
is  of  a  character  so  peculiar  that  it  cannot  be 
touched  without  calling  in  question  the  honor  of 
the  Oovemment  whose  conduct  is  examined.  In 
reclamations  made  for  the  vicdation  of  treaties,  for 
outrages  upon  the  rights  of  humanity,  for  fratidu- 
lent  designs,  so  soon  as  the  Government  refuses 
to  give  the  reparation  required,  the  charge  of  bad 
faiui,  of  iahumaniiy,  or  fraud,  is  fixed  upon  it, 
if  not  by  direct  assertion,  by  necessary  implica- 
tion. 

Every  remonstrance  supposes  some  wrong  com- 
mitted, and,  of  necessity,  questions  tlie  conduct  oS 
the  Government  which  hu  given  occamm  to  iL 
There  is  this  difference  between  remonstrances 
made  before  and  after  the  Govemmaat  itself  de- 
clares its  approbation  of  the  act  complained  of. 
The  first  are  made  with  a  professed  bdid"  that  the 
act  will  be  disavowed,  and  reparation  will  be 
made ;  the  last  cannot  contain  such  a  courteous 
admission.  Strange,  indeed,  would  it  be  if  nations 
should  suffer  injury  &om  fraud,  injustice,  or  vio- 
lence, and  should  be  restrained  from  the  expres- 
sion of  their  sentiments,  by  the  danger  of  sinning 

X'  ist  the  high  character  and  dignity  of  the 
ding  Power.  I  claim  the  right,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  my  country,  of  plaemg  any  remon- 
nranee  I  may  dean  necessary  to  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  United  States,  before  the  King,  your 
Excellency's  royal  master,  that  is  not  eouehed  in 
terms  personally  disrespectful  to  the  sovereign  of 
Spain;  smd  ev«i  were  I  capable  of  ftvgetting  the 
obiigatiMis  of  personal  respect  to  the  King  himself 
I  should  questKHi  your  ExceUcncy's  ri^t  to  refuse 
to  receive  the  r^esentatioas  I  should  make.  If 
your  £xccU»cy  {miposea  to  be  goreroed  by  du 
usages  of  £un^>ean  difdomacy,  the  uiual  eooiaa 
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in  soeh  cue  would  be,  either  to  direct  the  rain- 
iBta  who  forgets  the  respect  due  to  the  person  of 
Uw  wraeign  near  whom  he  reeides  to  withdraw, 
or  to  request  his  recall  from  the  Goremment  he 
represents. 

Btu  to  come  to  a  more  particular  examination 
of  the  seTcnl  caoses  of  complaint  against  the  note 
of  the  18th  October,  1819.  "It  does  not  contain 
the  friendly  sentiments  which  should  animate  the 
United  States  to  Spain."  Allow  me  to  refer  your 
Rzeellency  to  all  the  official  correspondence  of 
the  United  States  with  foreign  nations :  you  will 
find  that  we  do  not  deal  in  profesuona ;  we  know 
they  are  wordUess,  and,  therefore,  leave  all  na- 
tions with  whom  we  have  intercourse  to  judge  of 
our  diqiositions  by  our  conducL  What  mean- 
ing yoor  Eixedlency  proposes  to  conTey  when 
yon  state  that  my  note  contaias  ideas  which 
are  not,  and  cannot  be,  analogous  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  oiight  to  goTom  the  United  States,  I 
do  not  comprehend.  Whether  yoor  Excellency 
refers  to  the  principles  of  morality,  of  national 
law,  or  of  municipal  polic]^,  I  trust  and  be- 
HeTe  there  is  nothing  in  it  which  is  not  consistent 
with  the  purest  morality,  and  jnstified  by  the 
soundest  maxims  of  nationsil  law.  If  your  Excel- 
lency refers  to  the  principles  of  municipal  policy, 
I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  your  Excdiency's 
jad^mt  has  deceived  you  upon  a  subject  on 
which  it  was  not  competent  for  you  to  decide. 
Ycmr  Excellency  may  none  thM  the  principles 
that  are  not  consonant  wim  those  contained  here 
do  not  goTcra  the  United  States;  bat  when  yonr 
EzedleBcy  procmds  to  say  what  sboald  or  should 
not  g0T«n  my  country,  your  Elxcellency  volun- 
teers an  opinion  on  a  subject  upon  which  we  do 
not  admit  of  foreign  interference.  We  know  full 
well  that  our  principles,  not  of  morality,  or  of  na- 
tional law,  (for  on  those  points  it  is  to  be  hoped 
there  Is  bnt  little  difference  of  opinion  in  all  quar- 
ters of  the  world,)  but  of  government,  could 
scarcely  be  approved  by  a  politician  uf  Spain. 
With  all  mr  respect  for  your  Excellency,  and 
knowledge  of  yonr  excellent  character,  i  cannot 
suppose  you  sumcimtly  well  acquainted  with  the 
principles  of  free  govemmeDt  to  decide  correctly 
upon  this  subject,  since  it  is  a  species  of  know- 
ledge not  fashionable  in  Spain,  or  pardcularly 
calculated  to  render  the  pocuessor  of  it  useTol  in 
the  high  d^partmente  of  His  Majesty's  GkiTerik- 
ment. 

But  the  terms  of  my  note  are  nnusoal,  and  not 
eonsistoit  with  delicacy,  &c.  Let  me  entreat 

Four  Excellency  to  re-examine  the  ofoiding  paper, 
venture  to  sa^  that  there  are  no  imusiiu  terms 
in  it,  or  terms  inconsistent  with  the  most  scrupu- 
loos  delieaey.  It  is  true  that  the  subject  is  one  of 
the  mo!»t  oDfdeasant  nature.  The  facts,  and  the 
reasoning  upon  them,  go  to  fix  a  serious  charge 
upon  the  Oovernment  of  Spain.  If  the  facts  are 
nndisputed,  and  no  unfair  conclusions  are  drawn 
from  them,  your  Excellency  must  be  satisfied  that 
the  fault  lies  not  upon  its  author,  or  upon  those 
by  whose  command  it  was  {Mrepared.  but  upon 
tiaose  who  made  it  necessary — upon  tnoae  whose 
misconduct  or  evil  counsel  has  made  it  necessary 


for  a  foreign  Gtomnment  to  make  such  represen- 
tations to  the  Sing.  That  it  is  necessary  for  the 
United  States  to  remonstrate  on  this  subject,  1  will 
not  attempt  to  demonstrate.  That  question  has 
been  decided  by  them,  and  your  Excellency  ap- 
pears to  be  satisfied  of  its  propriety,  when  you  sug- 
gest that  the  King  will  know  bow  to  ask  and  give 
an  illustration  oi  this  matter  directly  to  the  Fed- 
eral (government.  The  Federal  Government, 
however,  prefers  to  have  this  illustration  indirectly 
through  its  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Spain ;  the 
more  especially  as  it  appears  there  is  but  little 
prospect  of  its  being  speedily  afforded  in  the  direct 
mode.  I  think  more  than  a  month  has  elapsed 
since  your  Excelteney  spoke  of  the  intention  of 
sending  a  Minister  to  the  United  States,  not  then 
appointed.  I  have  yet  to  learn  from  yonr  Excel- 
lency if  that  appointment  has  been  made.  To 
this  representation  I  will  add  that,  if  my  official 
note  of  the  18th  October  contains  any  thiag  pft- 
sonally  offensive  to  His  Majesty,  it  was  not  in- 
serted with  such  a  design.  I  desire  to  treat  the 
sovereign  of  Spain  with  every  possible  respect  and 
decorum.  The  intentions  of  the  head  of  this  Gov- 
ernment I  always  suppose  to  be  correct ;  the  King 
may  be  deceived  by  false  representations,  misled 
by  evil  counsel,  while  his  own  intentions  are  pure 
and  honorable.  This  the  decorum  of  diplomacy 
always  takes  for  granted ;  and  if  I  have  violated 
this  rule,  as  eooa  as  I  am  made  sensible  of  it,  I 
will  hasten  to  cwrect  the  error.  YourEzcdlency 
think?  that  I  ought  to  have  remained  satisfied  with 
the  convcTBation  of  the  3d  of  October,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  dil^renee  betmen  our  two  Qovem- 
ments.  I  appml  confidently  to  yoiu-  ExeeUeney. 
duly  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  assurances 
received  from  you.  They  did  not  difiw  from  those 
previously  received  from  your  Excellency^  prede- 
cessor in  office.  They  were,  indeed,  given  more 
sparin^y,  and  with  greater  caution.  Witb  every 
portion  of  your  Excellency's  deportment  I  had 
reason  to  be  satisfied ;  but  on  the  important  matter 
of  our  interview  1  had  but  too  much  cause  to  ap- 
prdtend  what  subsequently  occurred — anew  refusal 
on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Goremment  to  do 
what  we  think  justice  and  nooor  require.  If  reli- 
ance is  to  be  placed  on  the  information  given  by 
the  public  journals,  (and  your  Excdlencf  has 
quoted  them  as  autnority,  even  since  that  mtet- 
vicw,)  an  instinctive  commentary  has  been  for- 
nishel  upon  the  deugns  of  Spain.  On  the  18tfa 
of  July  last,  in  consequence  of  orders  for  prepara- 
tion, which  must  have  issued  simultaneously  with 
Mr.  Salmon's  note  to  me  of  the  1 9th  June,  a  pOT- 
tion  of  the  force  collected  at  Cadiz  was  hurried 
off  under  Gcmeral  Cagigal.  The  conjecture  enter- 
tained was,  that  it  was  intended  to  strengthen  the 
royal  forces  in  some  portion  of  the  dominions  of 
Spain  to  revolt  agaiiutt  the  authority  of  the  King. 
It  appears  by  recent  notices  that  a  moiety  of  this 
expedition  hzs  been  sent  to  Florida.  This  fact,  in 
addition  to  the  numerous  circumstances  already 
iHKHight  to  the  view  of  this  Grovemment  in  my 
previous  correspondence,  will  certainly  be  cwisid- 
ered  sufficiently  marked  to  excuse,  if  not  jostify,  a 
little  incredulity. 
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As  the  basiness  of  the  remonstmice  is  likely^  to 
produce  very  anpleastnt  couseqaences,  I  propose, 
cot  of  a  pradent  bat  possiUy  useless  caution,  to 
direct  the  Dole  of  the  18th  to  be  carefully  tran^a- 
ted  by  the  persoD  attached  to  this  legation.  It  will 
then  be  sent  to  your  Excellency  for  re-examination, 
unless  I  should  previously  receive  some  formal 
assurances  on  the  ttobject  of  the  grants  which 
have  occasioned  it,  which  will  justify  me  in  with- 
holding it  altogether — an  occurrence  which  would 
afford  me  the  IiTeliest  sensations  of  pleasure. 

If,  on  the  re-<xamination  of  the  document,  your 
Excellency's  determination  should  remain  the 
same,  you  will  do  your  duty,  and  I  shall  do  mine. 

May  God  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years. 
1  renew  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Duke  of  Sam  Fernando  and  ^dirooa. 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Lomdes. 
Department  of  State, 

Wathmfftooj  Dec.  16, 18l9. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  question  proposed 
by  the  committee,  "  whether  the  Executive  con- 
siders the  Florida  treaty  as  a  subsisting  one,  valid 
according  to  national  taw,  and  giving  the  same 
perfect  rights,  and  imposing  the  same  perfectobli- 
gatioQs,  as  if  it  had  been  ratified,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  President  considers  the  treaty  of 
32d  February  last  as  obligatory  on  the  honor  and 
good  faith  or  Spain,  not  as  a  perfect  treaty,  (rati- 
fication being  an  essential  to  that,)  but  as  a  com- 
pact which  Spain  was  bound  to  ratify ;  as  an  ad- 
justment of  the  differences  between  the  two  nations, 
which  the  King  of  Spain,  by  his  full  power  to  his 
Minister  had  solemnly  promised  to  approve,  ratify, 
and  fulfil.  This  adjustment  is  assumed  as  the 
measure  of  what  the  United  States  had  a  right  to 
obtain  from  Spain,  from  thesignature  of  the  treaty. 
The  principle  may  be  illustrated  by  reference  to 
rules  of  municipal  law  relative  to  trausactions  be- 
tween individuals.  The  difference  between  the 
treaty  imratified  and  ratified  may  be  likened  to  the 
difference  between  a  covenant  to  convey  lands  and 
the  deed  of  conveyance  itself.  Upon  a  breach  of 
the  covenant  to  convey,  courts  of  equity  decree 
that  the  party  who  has  broken  his  covenant  shall 
convey,  and,  further,  shall  make  good  to  the  other 
party  all  damages  which  he  has  sustained  by  the 
breach  of  contract. 

As  there  is  no  court  of  chancery  between  nations, 
their  diflo-aieeB  can  be  settled  only  by  agreement 
or  by  force.  The  resort  to  force  is  justi&ible  only 
when  justice  cannot  be  obtained  by  n^otiation ; 
and  the  resort  to  force  is  limited  to  the  attainment 
of  justice.  The  wrong  received  marks  the  boun- 
daries of  the  right  to  oe  obtained. 

The  King  of  Spain  was  bound  to  ratify  the 
treaty ;  bound  by  the  principles  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions applicable  to  the  case ;  and  further  bound  by 
the  solemn  promise  in  the  full  power.  He  refus- 
ing to  perform  this  promise  and  obligation,  the 
United  States  have  a  perfect  tight  to  do  what  a 
Goiut  of  chancery  would  do  in  a  transaction  of  a 


similar  character  between  individaals — namdy,  to 
compel  the  performance  of  the  aigagement  as  Inr 
as  compulsioD  can  accomplish  it,  and  to  indemnify 
themsavea  for  alt  the  damages  and  charges  inci- 
dent to  the  necessity  of  using  compulsion.  They 
cannot  compel  the  King  of  Spain  to  sign  the  act 
of  ratification,  and,  therefore,  cannot  malce  the  in- 
stramrait  a  perfect  treaty ;  but  they  can,  and  are 
justifiable  in  so  doing,  take  that  which  the  treaty, 
if  perfect,  would  have  bound  Spain  to  deliver  up 
to  them ;  and  they  are  further  mtitled  to  indem- 
nity for  all  the  expenses  and  damages  which  they 
may  sustain  by  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  Spun 
to  ratify.  The  refusal  to  ratify  gives  them  the 
same  right  to  do  justice  to  themselves  as  the  refusal 
to  fulfil  would  have  given  tliem  if  Spain  bad  rati- 
fied, and  then  ordmd  the  Oovemor  of  Florida 
not  to  deliver  over  the  pruviaee. 

By  considering  the  treaty  as  the  terra  faeyimd 
which  the  United  Stales  will  not  look  baek  im 
their  controversial  relations  with  Spain,  they  not 
only  will  manifest  a  etmtinued  respect  for  the 
sanctity  of  their  own  atgagemoits,  bat  they  avoid 
the  inconvenience  of  re-entering  upm  a  field  of 
mutual  complaint  and  crimination  so  extensive 
that  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  to  decide  where 
or  when  negotiation  should  cease,  or  at  what  point 
force  should  be  stayed  for  satbfied  right ;  and  by 
resorting  to  force  only  so  far  as  the  treaty  had  ac- 
knowledged their  right,  they  offer  an  inducement 
to  Spain  to  complete  the  transaction  on  her  port, 
without  proceeding  to  general  hostility.  Bat 
Spain  must  be  responsible  to  the  United  States 
for  every  wrong  done  hy  her  after  tbe  signature  of 
the  treaty  by  her  Minister ;  and  the  refusal  to 
ratify  his  act  is  the  first  wrong  for  which  they  are 
entitled  to  redress. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

William  Lowndes,  Esq^ 

ChtUrvtan  Qmoiittee  RdoHoiu. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Lowadet. 
Department  of  State,  Dee.  31, 1S19. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  questions  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  for  the  information  of  the  committee — 

1st.  That  information  has  been  received  by  tbe 
Grovernment  of  the  United  States,  though'  not 
through  a  direct  channel,  nor  in  authentic  form, 
that  another  motive  t>esides  those  alleged  in  the 
letter  of  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  to  Mr.  For- 
syth did  operate  upon  the  Spanish  Cabinet  to 
induce  the  withholding  of  the  ratification  of  tbe 
treaty— namely,  tbe  ap^vhenaion  that  the  tatifici' 
tion  would  he  immediately  followed  hf  the  recog- 
nition by  the  United  States  of  the  independcnoe 
of  one  or  more  of  the  South  Ameriean  provinces. 
It  has  been  suggested  that,  probably,  the  most  im- 
portant of  the  explanations  which  the  Minister  to 
be  sent  by  Spain  will  be  instructed  to  adc,  will 
consist  of  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  intentioas 
of  this  Qovernment  in  that  respect.  There  is 
reason,  also,  to  believe  that  the  impunity  with 
which  privateers  fitted  out,  manned,  and  officered, 
in  one  or  more  of  our  ports,  hare  committed  hoe- 
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tilitiesupoD  the  Spanish  commerce,  will  bealleged 
amoog  the  reasoDs  for  delay,  and  perhaps  some 
pledge  may  be  required  of  the  effectual  exeeutioo 
agaiost  these  practices  of  laws  which  appear  to 
exist  in  the  statute  book. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that,  darinc;  the 
negotiation  of  the  Florida  Treatr,  repeated  and 
very  earnest  efibrtswere  made,  both  by  Mr.  Pizarro 
at  Madrid,  and  by  Mr.  Onis  here,  to  obtain  from 
the  GoveroQieDt  of  the  United  States  either  a 
positive  stipulation  or  a  tacit  promise  that  the 
United  States  would  not  recognise  any  of  (he 
South  American  revolutionary  Governments ;  and 
that  the  Spanish  negotiators  were  distinctly  and 
explicitly  informed  that  this  Government  would 
not  assent  to  any  such  engagement,  either  express 
or  implied. 

2d.  By  all  the  information  which  has  been  ob- 
tained of  the  respective  views  of  the  French  and 
Russian  Governments  in  relation  to  the  course 
which  it  was  by  them  thought  probaUe  would  be 
pursued  by  the  United  States,  it  is  apparent  that 
they  strongly  apprehend  the  immedtate  forcible 
occupation  of  Florida  by  the  United  States,  on 
the  non-ratification  by  Spain  of  the  treaty  within 
the  stipulated  time.  France  and  Russia  both  have 
most  earnestly  dissuaded  us  from  that  course,  not 
by  any  regular  official  communication,  but  by  in- 
formal friendly  advic&  deprecating  immediate 
hostility,  on  account  of  its  tendency  to  kindle  a 
general  war,  which  they  fear  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  a  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain.  It  was  alleged  tba^  in  the  present  state  of 
our  controversy  with  Spain,  the  opinion  of  all 
Europe  on  the  point  at  issue  was  in  our  favor,  and 
against  her;  that,  by  ezercisioff  patience  a  little 
kmger,  by  waiting  at  least  to  hear  tbe  Minister 
who  was  announced  as  comine  to  give  and  receive 
explanations,  we  could  not  fau  of  obtaining,  ulti- 
mately, without  resort  to  force,  the  right  to  which 
it  was  admitted  we  were  entitled ;  but  that  precipi- 
tate measures  of  violence  might  not  only  provoVe 
Spain  to  war,  but  would  change  the  state  of  the 
question  between  us,  would  exhibit  us  to  the  world 
as  the  aggressors,  and  would  indispose  against  us 
those  now  the  most  decided  in  our  favor. 

It  is  not  expected  that,  in  the  event  of  a  war 
with  Spain,  any  European  Power  will  openly  take 
a  part  m  it  against  the  United  States ;  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  tbe  principal  reliance  of  Spain 
will  be  upon  tbe  employment  of  privateers  in 
France  and  England  as  well  as  in  the  East  and 
West  India  seas  and  upon  our  own  coast,  nnder 
tbe  Sinnish  flag,  but  manned  from  all  nations, 
incluaing  citizens  of  our  own,  expatriated  into 
Spanish  subjects  for  the  purpose. 

3d.  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  from  Mr.  Fro- 
mentin  contain  tbe  most  particular  information 
possessed  by  the  Executive  with  regard  to  tbe  sub- 
jects mentioned  in  your  third  inquiry.  In  the 
month  of  September,  a  corps  of  Uuree  thousand 
men  arrived  at  the  Havana  from  Spain,  one-third 
of  whom  are  said  to  have  already  fallen  victims 
to  the  diseases  of  that  climate.  By  advices  firom 
the  Havana  as  recent  as  the  4th    this  month,  we 
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are  assured  that  no  part  of  this  force  is  intended  to 
be,  in  any  event,  employed  in  Florida. 

4th.  A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  also  herewith  enclosed,  contains  the  infor- 
mation requested  by  the  committee  upon  this  in- 
quiry. 

5tn.  At  the  time  when  Captain  Read  left  Mad- 
rid, (13tb  October,)  Mr.  Fontyth  had  no  positive 
information  even  of  the  appointment  of  the  person 
who  is  to  come  out  as  the  Minister.  Indirecdy 
we  have  been  assured  that  he  might  be  expected  to 
arrive  here  in  the  course  of  tbe  present  month. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servH, 
JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

William  Lownoes,  Esq.,  Chairman^  f  c. 


Extract  of  a  leHtr  from  Mr.  Forayth  to  the  Secrdary  of 
Stale,  dated 

Madrid,  January  3,  1820. 
A  few  days  after  the  date  of  my  last,  numbered 
10,  I  had  a  visit  from  tbe  Count  Bulgary,  the 
Russian  Charg6  d'Aflaires.  He  came  to  see  me  in 
consequence  of  a  conversation  he  had  just  had 
with  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  respecting  my 
official  letter  of  the  18th  of  October,  and  the  sub- 
sequent cortespondence  in  relation  to  it.  He  stated 
to  me  that  the  Duke  regretted  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing back  the  letto*,  but  that  it  was  so  hanh  in  its 
terms  he  could  not  fdace  it  before  the  King.  To 
this  were  added  a  great  many  assuraoees  of  perso- 
nal kindness  and  good-will,  not  necessary  to  be 
repeated.  I  replied  that  it  was  very  mortinring  to 
me  to  be  obliged  to  send  the  letter  in  the  nrst  in- 
stance, and  not  less  so  to  insist  on  its  being  receiv- 
ed ;  that  the  Duke  had  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
act  otherwise  than  I  bad  done ;  but  that  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  avoiding  the  unpleasant  conse- 
quences likely  to  ensue.  The  Dulte  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  give  me  such  assurances  in  regard  to 
the  grants  as  would  render  it  superfiuous  for  me 
to  say  any  thing  about  them.  His  answer  was  at 
once  curious  and  dissatisfactory ;  he  said  that  the 
Duke  could  not  give  me  any  assurances,  such  was 
the  predominating  influence  of  thegrantees  with  the 
King.  He  was  smeerely  disposed  to  settle  all  the 
diSfwences  with  the  Umted  States,  and  hoped  in 
a  short  time  to  have  power  to  effect  it ;  had  au< 
thorized  Count  Bulgary  tony  to  the  Russian 
Government  that  General  Vives  wasgoing  imme- 
diatdy  to  the  United  States,  and  would  hare  com- 
petent powers }  and  that  every  thing  would  be 
amicably  arranged.  I  made  the  Russian  Chargfe 
d'Affaires  sensible  that  one  part  of  this  statement 
contradicted  the  other.  General  Vives  could  not 
receive  powers  competent  to  the  purpose  of  ami- 
cable settlement,  if  the  Secretary  of  State's  des- 
patch was  unable,  from  the  influence  of  the 
grantees,  to  say  any  thing  about  the  large  dona- 
tions. This  was  a  subject  upon  which  the  Ameri- 
can Government  would  listen  to  no  terms,  friendly 
arraneement  was  out  of  tbe  ^estion,  and  Gen- 
eral Vives's  visit  to  the  United  States  useless,  un- 
less the  Spanish  Government  was  nepared  to 
abandon  Aeir  pretensions  in  favor  of  the  grantees. 
On  the  sulgeet  of  the  mission  of  General  Vivei^  I 
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desired  the  Count  to  remind  the  Duke  that  I  knew  1 
Dothing  of  it.  The  jreneral  and  loose  declaration  ' 
made  months  before,  toat  the  King  would  authorize 
some  person  to  ask  explanations  at  Washington, 
was  all  that  the  Spanish  Government  had  chosen  i 
to  communicate  to  me.  The  Count  assured  me  of  I 
the  personal  anxiety  of  the  Minister  to  arrange  ; 
erery  thing  satbfactorily  between  the  two  coun- 
tries ;  that  his  hopes  were  strong  of  being  aUe  to 
eflect  it ;  that  this  business  of  the  returned  note 
was  embarrassing}  and  thai,  if  I  went  away  in  eon- 
sequence  of  its  not  being  receired,  what  ha  bdier- 
ed  to  be  the  wirii  of  the  United  States  and  of  bis 
GoTenunent,  and  almost  all  other  Powers,  might 
be  fm^reted.  Matters  were  in  a  bad  slate  at 
present,  and  this  would  make  them  worse.  To 
this  I  answered,  in  general  terms,  that  matters 
must  become  worse  oefore  they  become  better; 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had 
every  disposition  to  be  friendly  with  Spain,  and 
had  evinced  it  in  a  variety  of  modes ;  for  myself, 
I  had  personally  every  wish  to  be  the  iostrumoit 
of  i^omoting  ffood-will  between  the  two  nations. 
He  said  this  Governmmt  had  a  difier«it  impres- 
sion. I  was  very  sorry  for  it;  unfortunately,  the 
conduct  of  the  Spanish  Government  had  com- 
pdled  me  to  speak  with  a  plaiimeas  and  openness 
whieh  was  disagreeable,  as  they  were  not  accus- 
tomed to  it.  In  the  coarse  of  a  long  conversation, 
it  occurred  to  me  that  this  dispute  about  the  note 
might  be  useful,  as  I  found  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment anxious  to  avoid  receiving  it,  and.  contrary 
to  my  enwctations,  desirous  that  I  should  remain 
here.  I  odiered  it  practicable  to  accelerate  thetr 
movements  in  our  a&irs  without  yielding  the 

Stint  in  dispute.  With  this  belief,  I  stated  to 
aunt  Bulg^ry  that,  if  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando 
would  officially  say  to  me  at  once  that  General 
Vives  was  goinx  immediately  to  the  United  States, 
with  ample  authority  to  arrange  the  business  of  the 
conventioo,  and  that  it  was  the  particular  wish  of 
HisMaiesty'sGovernmentthat  me  letter  of  the  18th 
should  De  withheld,  and  that  all  matters  relating 
to  the  eonventioa  should  be  diaeoased  in  Washing- 
ton, notwithstanding  I  had  positive  instmetions  to 
remonstrate  on  the  subject  of  tiie  grants,  and  the 
conduct  of  Spttin  in  relation  to  them,  I  would  take 
the  responsibility  of  retainins  the  obnoxious  ^per  in 
my  hands  until  compelled  by  events  to  deliver  it, 
or  until  I  should  receive  further  advices  from  the 
Piesident.  The  Duke  must  understand  that  this 
wasdone  with  a  pCTfect  understanding  that  I  insisted 
upon  the  right  of  retoming  the  paper,  and  should 
exercise  that  right  whenever  I  deemed  it  necessary 
The  Count  left  me  with  the  expectation  of  making 
this  arrangement.  A  few  days  afterwards  we  had 
anoth^  interview;  he  tola  me  that  the  Duke 
would  write  to  tell  me  of  the  appointment  of  Gen- 
eral Vives,  and  of  thc^intention  of  sending  him  im- 
mediately to  Washington ;  that  he  would  have  full 
powers,  &c.,  but  that  the  Duke  thought  he  could 
not  advert  particularly  to  the  remonstrance,  or  the 
correspondence  in  relation  to  it,  without  com- 
menting upon  it,  and  this  he  desired  to  avoid.  I 
answered,  that  I  could  not  tdl  how  I  should  act 
■ntU  I  saw  the  Duke's  mte.   If  I  found  in  it  a 


sufficient  justification  for  retaining  the  remon- 
strance, I  would  do  so,  and  would  look  at  it  with 
a  view  to  find  that  justiBcatioo.  The  Duke  knew, 
from  me,  that  I  was  instructed  to  remonstrate 
earnestly  on  the  subject  of  the  grants,  and  might 
judge,  from  my  manner  of  performing  that  duty, 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  American  GovemmenL 
A  week  elapsed  after  this  last  conversation  with- 
out my  hearing  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  I 
called  on  the  Russian  Chargt  d'Affiures  lo  sar 
that  I  was  surprised  at  this  delay,  and  that  Iihoula 
certainly  return  the  remonstrance  if  I  did  n<A  hear 
from  the  Duke  in  a  few  days.  He  saw  the  3cer«- 
tary  of  State  in  consequence  of  this  visit,  who  as- 
sured him  that  his  personal  indisposition  had  pre- 
vented him  from  sending  me  the  intended  note. 
On  the  18th  of  December  I  received  the  Duke's 
note,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  marked  No.  1 ; 
you  will  see  that  it  is  not  what  I  had  reason  to 
expect.  He  does  not  request  a  suspension  of  any 
correspondence,  or  say  that  it  is  tne  wish  of  the 
Spanish  Government  that  every  thing  should  be 
left  to  the  negotiation  of  General  Vives.  He 
merely  states  that,  in  his  view,  to  continue  discus- 
sion here  would  be  superfluous,  and  likely  to  em- 
barrass the  direct  n^otiation.  Perhaps,  consid- 
ering their  peculiar  mode  of  doing  businras,  I  had 
no  right  to  calculate  upon  any  thing  more;  nerer- 
tfadess,  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  it ;  and  had 
I  consulted  my  own  inclinations  only,  I  should 
immediately  have  sent  back  the  note  of  the  18th 
of  October,  with  the  translation.  What  has  occa- 
sioned me  to  delay  and  deliberate,  and  still  keeps 
me  uncertain  how  to  act,  is  the  a^prehoision  that 
my  judgment  of  what  is  proper  might  be  involun- 
tarily influenced  by  my  own  wishes.  I  need  not 
conceal  from  you  that  my  situation  here  is  un- 
pleasant, and  that  I  find  no  sufficient  consolation 
for  my  personal  mortification  in  the  consciousness 
of  being  useful  to  the  United  States,  feeling,  as  I 
do,  that  I  am  almost,  if  not  altogether,  i^ess- 
The  very  awkward  state  of  my  private  afiairs  in 
Georgia,  in  consequence  of  my  unlooked-for  de- 
tention here,  increases  my  anxiety  to  leave  Spain. 
What  I  fear  (and  I  hope  it  is  not  an  unworthy 
apprehension)  is,  that  these  circumstaaees  may 
unconaeiously  induce  me  to  believe  that  the  more 
energetic  course  is  the  best.  What  I  have  at  last 
resolved  upon  is,  to  delay  my  answer  untQ  I  sec 
the  President's  Message.  It  will  then  be  sent  be- 
fore General  Vives  leaves  Europe.  He  is  still  in 
Madrid  ;  gora  in  a  coach  and  cdUerag  to  Bayonae, 
a  journey  of  twelve  or  fifteen  days;  thence  to 
Paris ;  from  Paris  to  England ;  and  from  England 
to  the  United  States.  His  rapid  journey  to  Wash- 
ington will  probably  be  finished  m  May.  My  an- 
swer will  be  regulated  by  the  advices  I  hope  aooa 
to  receive  from  Washington.  I  shall  certainly 
not  go  further,  in  any  event,  than  to  say  that  I 
shall  retain  the  letter  of  the  18th  of  October  fon  a 
short  time^  under  the  hope  that  His  Majesty  will 
render  it  tmnecessary  to  make  any  remonstrance 
on  the  subject  of  it. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

John  ft.  Aoaub, 

Stentarptf  State, 
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No.  1. 

7Tu  Duie  of  San  Rmatido  and  Q^troga  to  Mr.  fbrsyth. 

pAUCE,  December  16, 1819. 

Sir:  InconuquenceoftfaedflciBioaiofiheKiD^, 
my  matter,  and  in  coDfonnity  with  the  commnai- 
catioDs  which  my  predecessor  and  I  hare  bad  the 
honor  to  make  to  you,  the  moment  has  arrived 
when  the  person  of  whom  His  Majesty  had  made 
ehoiee  is  about  to  proceed  to  America,  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  of  your  Gorernraent  the  explan- 
ations which  His  Majesty  has  judged  to  be  indis- 
pensable, previoos  to  the  ratification  by  His  Ma- 
les^ of  toe  treaty  eoDclndsd  and  aifned  by  Don 
Lnis  de  Onis. 

The  PknipolenUary  appointed  ia  the  Mariscal- 
dd-Campo  Don  Fnneiseo  Dioniiio  ViTes,  a  dis- 
tingniabed  person,  in  wtiom  tkc  King,  my  master, 
has  the  fullest  confidence,  and  to  wnom  he  has 

S'vrm  the  most  ample  powers  to  settle  all  the  dif- 
colties  he  so  earnestly  wishes  to  see  removed, 
and  succeeded  by  the  establishment,  on  a  solid 
basis,  of  that  harmony  between  Spain  and  the  Uni- 
ted  Stales  to  which  their  mutnat  int«vsts  bo 
strongly  invite  them. 

As  Don  Francisco  D.  Vites  will  set  out  imme- 
diately on  his  journey,  and  proceed  expeditious- 
ly, I  consider  the  measure  now  communicated  to 
you,  and  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  known 
to  your  Gcremment,  as  dispensing  with  any 
further  discussion  here  of  the  points  which  form 
the  o^ect  of  the  above-named  gentlonan^s  pres- 
eat  missMn ;  as  a  cmMinnanee  of  it  would  only 
tend  to  enbnntss  the  eoorse  of  the  direct  negotia- 
tion aboBt  lo  be  esteUisfaed. 

I  i%new  to  you,  sir,ijie  asmimnees  sf  my  dittin- 
gniibed  respect,  and  I  pray  Qod  to  preserve  you 
many  years. 

SAN  FERNANDO  Y  aUIROOA. 
To  the  Minima  of  the  United  SkUet. 


Extract  of  a  de^xUch  from  Count  Nettelrode  to  Hr. 
Pdetiea,  Mmuter  of  His  Imptrial  Majtety  the  Em- 
peror <tf  Susiia  in  the  United  Statet^  dated 

NoTXMBBR  27,  {IkeewAer  9,j  1810. 

You  hare  doufatlesit  been  able  to  obtain  infbt*- 
mation  how  far  the  Presidents  last  instractions  to 
Mr.  Forsyth  were  positive.  The  Emperor  will 
not  now  take  it  upon  him  to  justify  Spain ;  but  he 
charges  you  to  plead  wttfa  the  Qovernment  at 
Washington  the  caUM  of  peace  and  concord.  That 
Govern raetft  is  too  enlightened  to  take  hasty  steps, 
and  its  righto  appear  to  be  too  solid  not  to  t>e 
weakened  by  a  violent  coarse  of  proceeding }  and, 
on  die  oAer  hand^  sock  is  Ae  ehataeter  of  the 
consideratiotts  which  commaad  the  Tatifieation  by 
Spain  of  die  arrangemaat  relative  to  the  Floridas, 
that  it  is  to  be  hoped  she  wiU  at  length  yield  to 
the  force  of  evidence.  The  United  States  will 
then  have  added  to  the  reputation  of  an  able  that 
of  a  moderate  policy,  and  will  gather  with  security 
the  fruits  of  their  wisdom. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  dierefore  wi^es  that,  if 
there  be  time,  you  would  engage  the  Qovem- 
nent  at  WashiDgton  to  give  to  che  Spanish  Min- 


istry a  |nroof  of  patience  which  its  eircomstances 
might,  indeed,  seem  to  suggest  Nevertheless,  the 
Emperor  does  not  interpose  in  this  disenasion.  He 
makes,  above  all,  no  pretension  to  enrcise  an  infln- 
ence  in  the  councils  of  a  foreign  Power.  He  merely 
expresses  a  wish  dictated  by  his  ooncera  for  the 

Ceral  wdfate,  and  worthy  of  the  genenms  good 
b  which  chancteriMs  the  Goveniinent  or  the 
United  Stales. 


TotkeHoatti^  ReipmettiaUve$ofthe  U.S.: 

Washingtoh,  May  9, 1820. 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  the  Secretary  Of 
State  and  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  since  the 
message  of^the  37  th  Marchlast,  respecting  the  treaty 
which  was  concloded  between  the  United  States 
and  Spam  on      SSd  February,  2619. 

Aftn  the  failure  of  His  Majesty  for  so  loaa  a 
time  to  ratify  the  treaty,  it  was  expeeted  that  this 
Minister  womd  have  brought  with  him  the  ntifi- 
catiOD,  or  that  he  would  have  been  autbortEed  to 

five  an  order  for  the  delivery  of  Uie  territory  ceded 
y  it  to  the  United  States.  It  appears,  however, 
that  the  treaty  is  still  anratified,  and  dnt  the  Min> 
ister  has  no  authority  to  smrender  the  territory. 
The  object  of  his  mission  has  beeo  to  make  com- 
plaints, and  to  demand  explanations,  respecting  an 
imputed  system  of  hostility,  on  the  part  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  against  the  suojects  and  do- 
minions of  Spain,  and  an  unfriendly  policy  in  thdr 
Grovernment,  and  to  obtain  new  stipuutioBs against 
these  alleged  injuries,  as  the  cotulition  on  which 
the  treaty  should  be  ratified. 
■  Unoipccted  as  soeh  complaints  and  such  a  de- 
mand were,  under  existing  ctrcumstanMi.  it  was 
tfaooght  ivoper,  irithoat  compromitting  tne  Oov- 
ernment  as  to  the  coone  to  be  pursued,  to  meet 
Uiem  promptly,  and  to  give  the  explanations  that 
were  desired  on  e?ery  subject  with  the  utmost 
candor.  The  result  bka  prored,  what  was  sufflei- 
ently  well  known  before,  that  the  cbaige  of  a  sys- 
tematic hostility  being  adopted  and  pursued  hy 
citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the  doaun- 
ions  and  subjects  of  Spain  b  ottoly  destitute  of 
foundation ;  and  that  their  Government,  m  ^  its 
bnnebes,  has  maintained  with  the  unnost  rigor 
tint  neutrality  in  the  civil  war  between  Spain 
and  the  colonies  which  they  were  the  first  to  de- 
ciare.  No  force  has  been  collected,  nor  ineursioas 
made,  from  within  the  United  States,  against  the 
dominions  of  Spain ;  nor  have  any  naval  eqnip- 
menti  been  permitted  in  favor  ot  either  party 
against  the  other.  Their  eitizeos  have  been  warned 
<a  the  oUigationa  incident  to  the  neutral  eondition 
of  their  country;  the  pnUie  officers  have  been 
tnstraoted  to  see  that  the  htws  were  ftithfully  exe- 
cuted ,  and  severe  examples  have  been  made  of  some 
who  violated  them. 

In  regard  to  the  stipulation  proposed  as  the  con- 
dition of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  that  the 
United  States  shall  abandon  the  right  to  recog- 
nise the  revolutionary  colonies  in  South  America, 
or  to  f«n  other  retotiw  with  them,  i^cs^'in 
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their  judgment,  it  may  be  just  and  expedient  so  to 
do,  it  is  manifestly  so  repugnant  to  ttie  honor  and 
even  to  the  independence  cm  the  United  States  that 
it  has  been  inqimible  to  discuss  it.  In  making  this 
proposal,  it  is  perceired  Uwt  His  Catiiolic  Huntr 
nas  entirely  misconceired  the  prineii^es  on  which 
this  GoTernmeot  has  acted  in  being  a  party  to  a 
negotiation  so  long  protracted  for  claims  so  well- 
founded  and  reasonable,  as  he  likewise  has  the 
sacrifices  which  the  United  States  hare  made, 
comparatively  with  Spain,  in  the  treaty,  to  which 
it  is  proposed  to  annex  so  extramdinary  and  im- 
proper a  condition. 

Had  the  Minuter  of  Spain  offered  an  unqualified 
pledge  that  the  treatv  should  be  ratified  by  his  sot- 
ereign  on  being  ma  je  acquainted  with  the  explan- 
ations which  had  been  giren  by  this  Goremment, 
there  would  hare  been  a  strong  motire  for  accept- 
ing and  submitting  it  to  the  Swara  for  their  ad- 
vice and  etmaent,  rather  than  to  reaort  to  other 
mcaanres  fi»  redresSjho werer  j  ostiflable  and  proper. 
But  he  gire*  no  such  {dedge;  on  the  contrary,  be 
declares  ex|dicitly  that  the  refoaal  <^  thu  uot- 
emment  to  relinquish  the  right  of  judgii^  and 
acting  for  itself  oereafler,  acctvding  to  circum- 
stances, in  r^iard  to  the  Spanish  colonies — a  right 
common  to  all  nations— aas  rendered  it  impos- 
sible for  him,  under  his  instructions,  to  nuke  such 
engagement.  He  thinks  that  his  sovereign  will 
be  induced  by  his  communications  to  ratify  the 
treaty ;  but  still  he  leares  him  free  either  to  adopt 
that  measure  or  to  decline  it.  He  admiu  that 
the  other  objections  are  essentially  removed,  and 
will  not  in  themselves  prevent  the  ratification, 
provided  the  difiSculty  on  the  third  point  is  sur- 
mounted. The  result  therefore  is,  that  the  treaty 
is  declared  to  have  no  obligation  whatever ;  that 
its  ratifieatioa  is  made  to  depend,  not  on  the  con- 
siderations which  led  to  its  adoption,  and  the 
conditions  which  it  contains,  bat  tni  a  new  article, 
unconnected  with  it,  respecting  whieh  a  new  ne- 
gotiation most  be  opened  of  ud^nite  duration 
and  doubtful  issue. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  course  to  be 
pursued  would  appear  to  be  direct  and  obvious,  if 
the  afiairs  of  Spain  bad  remained  in  the  state  in 
which  they  were  when  this  Minister  sailed.  But 
it  is  known  that  an  important  change  has  since 
taken  place  in  the  Qovemment  of  that  country, 
which  cannot  fail  to  be  sensibly  felt  in  its  inter- 
course with  other  nations.  The  Minister  of  Spain 
has  essentially  declared  his  inability  to  act,  in  con- 
sequence of  that  change.  With  him,  however, 
under  his  present  powers,  nothing  could  be  done. 
The  attitude  of  the  United  States  must  now  be 
assumed,  on  full  consideration  of  what  is  due  to 
their  rights,  their  interest,  and  honor,  without 
regard  to  the  powers  or  incidents  of  the  late  mis- 
sion. We  may,  at  pleasure,  occupy  the  territory 
which  was  intended  and  provided  by  the  late  treaty 
as  an  indonnity  for  losses  so  long  since  sustained 
by  our  citizens ;  but  still  nothing  could  be  settled 
definitively  without  a  treaty  between  the  two  na- 
tions. Is  this  the  time  to  make  the  pressure  %  If 
the  United  States  were  governed  by  views  of  am- 
bition and  aggrandizement,  many  strong  reastms 


might  be  given  in  its  fam.  But  they  have  no 
objects  of  that  kind  to  accomplish  \  none  whuh 
are  not  founded  in  justice,  ana  which  can  be  in- 
jured by  forbearance.  Qreat  hope  is  entertained 
that  this  change  will  promote  the  happiness  of  the 
Spanish  nation.  The  good  order,  moderatkm,  and 
humanity  which  have  cbaractoized  the  moremoit 
are  the  best  guarantees  of  its  success.  The  United 
States  would  not  be  justified  in  their  own  estima- 
tion should  they  take  any  step  to  disturb  its  har- 
mony. When  the  Spanish  Government  is  com- 
pletely o^anized,  on  the  principles  of  this  change, 
as  it  is  expected  it  soon  will  be,  there  is  just  grmmd 
to  presume  that  our  differences  with  Spain  will  be 
speedily  and  satisfactorily  settled. 

With  these  ranarbs  I  submit  it  to  the  wisdom 
of  Congress  whether  it  will  not  still  be  adriaable 
to  postpone  any  deeisioa  <m  this  solgeet  naiil  the 
next  session. 

JABIBS  MONROE. 

RecaUo/Mr.  Onis. 

Don  Febdinahd  the  Seventh,  King,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  of  Castile,  Leon,  and  Arra^fon,  of 
the  Two  Sicilie^  Jerusalem,  Navarre,  Oranada, 
Toledo^  Valencia,  Gralicia,  Majorca,  Seville, 
Sardinia,  Cordova,  Corsica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the 
Algarves,  Algesiias,  Gibraltar,  the  Canary 
islands ;  of  the  two  Indies,  and  of  the  islands  of 
the  ocean  sea:  Archduke  of  Austria ;  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  of  Brabant  and  Blilan;  Cotut  of 
Hapsbunr,  Flanders,  Tyrol,  and  Barcelona; 
Lord  of  Biscay  and  Mobna :   To  my  great  and 
good  friuids  the  United  Sutes  of  Amenta : 
Gbbat  and  Oood  Fbiekdb:  It  hnrini;^been 
represented  to  us  by  Don  Lnn  de  Onis,  oat  BnToy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
you,  that  he  is  desirous  to  return  to  Europe,  tot  the 
recovery  of  his  health,  we  have  thought  fit  to  gnmt 
him  the  necessary  permission  for  that  purpose. 
We  have,  therefore,  authorized  him  to  take  his 
leave  of  you,  and  have  charged  hiin,  in  so  doing, 
to  assure  you  of  our  constant  friendship  and  desire 
to  maintain  and  strengthen  the  ties  of  amity  now 
happily  subsisting  between  us.   On  his  faithltil 
execution  of  these  our  commands,  we  rdy  with 
confidence,  as  we  do  that  you  will  receire  with 
satisfaction  these  renewed  assurances. 

We  conclude  by  commending  you  to  God ;  and 
we  pray  that  he  would  have  you  in  his  safe  and 
hxAr  keeping.  Your  good  friend, 

FERDINAND. 
J.  J.  M.  DE  RUIZ  DEVALOS. 
A  true  copy : 

SAN  FERNANDO  Y  dUlROGA. 
Maobid,  ,  1819. 


Von  Luia  de  Onii  to  the  Secretary  of  StetU. 

Madbid,  Jamuary  27,  1820. 
Sih:  Having  received  from  my  sovereign  an 
appointment  to  other  duties^  and  being  therroy  de- 
prived of  the  satisfaction  of  presenting  to  the  Pres- 
ident the  letters  of  re-credence  of  the  King,  my 
master,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  transmitting 
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them  to  you,  with  my  reqaest  that  yoa  would  be 
^eased  to  lay  them  before  his  Excellency  the 
President,  to  whom  you  will  also  make  it  known 
that  Hu  Majesty,  on  decidioff  to  terminate  my 
miseion  to  your  Government,  has  commanded  me 
to  express  to  it  the  assurance  of  his  unalterable 
desire  to  maintain  the  strict  friendship  now  hap- 
pily subsisting  between  both  Powers. 

In  fulfilling  these  orders  of  my  sorereign,  per- 
mit me,  sir,  also  to  express  to  you  the  deep  sense 
I  entertain  of  the  personal  attentions  with  which  I 
was  honored  by  the  President,  br  yourself  in  par- 
ticular,  and  by  tbe  citizens  of  the  Union  in  gen- 
eral ;  and  to  add  the  assurance  that  it  will  ever  be 
to  me  a  subject  of  tbe  most  grateful  reflection,  if, 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  and  in  the  execution 
of  the  orders  of  my  Government,  whose  object  it 
always  has  been  to  establish  the  most  perfect  har- 
mony between  the  two  countries,  I  shall  have 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  acquired  the  esteem 
of  the  President,  together  with  yours. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  receive  tbe  furth«  assurance 
of  my  aistinguished  sentiments,  and  my  wish  that 
God  may  preserve  you  many  years. 

U7IS  DE  ONIS. 


Crtdtntial  letter  delivered  hv  General  Vim  to  the 

President  of  the  United  States 

Don  Fbbdinahd  the  Seventh,  King,  by  tbe  grace 
of  God^  of  Castile,  Leon,  and  Arragon,  of  the 
Two  SicilieSj  Jerusalem,  Navarre,  Granada,  To- 
ledo, Valencia,  Galicia,  Majorca,  Seville,  Sar- 
dinia, Cordova,  Corsica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the  At- 
garres,  Algesiras,  Gibraltar  the  Canary  islands ; 
of  the  two  Indies,  and  of  the  islands  of  the 
ocean  sea  ;  Archduke  of  Austria ;  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, of  Brabant,  and  Milan ;  Count  of  Haps- 
burg,  Flanders,  Trrol,  and  Barcelona ;  Lord  of 
Biscay  and  of  Molina :  To  my  great  and  good 
friends  the  United  States  of  America: 
Gbeat  and  Good  FBiENoa:  Being  animated 
by  the  most  sincere  desire  to  maintain  the  friend- 
sbip  and  good  understanding  happily  sub^ting 
between  Mth  countries,  and  it  being  necessary, 
to  that  end.  that  another  person,  possessing  our 
entire  confiaeuce,  should  forthwith  oe  denoted  to 
you  as  a  successor  to  our  late  Envoy  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  to  whom  we 
have  granted  leave  to  return  to  Europe  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  his  health,  we  have  thought  gt 
to  confer  the  said  appointment  on  Don  Francisco 
Dionisio  Vive^  a  Major  General  of  our  Armies, 
Knight  of  the  third  class  of  the  Royal  and  Military 
Order  of  Saint  Ferdinand,  and  a  member  of  the 
Su|»eme  Coimcil  of  the  said  order :  Knight  of  the 
Rojal  and  Military  Order  of  St.  Henneoegildo ; 
twice  honcved  by  decrees  of  thanks  for  patriotic 
services;  decorated  with  the  North  Star  and  crosses 
of  honor  for  distinguished  conduct  and  valor  at 
the  battles  of  Albuera,  Sorauren,  Lugo,  Tamanes, 
and  Medina  del  Campo,  also  at  the  surrender  of 
Villa  Franca  to  tbe  army  of  the  left ;  he  uniting 
the  requisite  qualifications  for  the  discharge  of  the 
said  trust : 

We  therefore  hope  that,  on  his  presenting  to 


you  this  our  letter  of  credence,  yon  will  grant  him 
a  kind  and  favorable  reception,  giving  alTfaith  and 
credit  to  what  be  shall  say  to  you  on  our  behalf. 
Done  at  Madrid,  this  15th  day  of  December,  1819. 

FERDINAND. 
J.  J.  M.  DE  RUIZ  DEVALOS. 
A  true  copy : 

SAN  FERNANDO  T  aUIROGA. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  (marked  jnivate) 
to  Mr.  Adam,  dated 

January  38, 1830. 

General  Vives  left  this  place  on  the  25th  for 
Paris,  on  his  way  to  Washington.  He  went  post 
to  France,  and  I  am  infwmed  is  directed  to  remain 
as  short  a  time  as  possible  in  Paris.  He  goes  to 
England  to  embark  for  the  United  States.  The 
alteration  in  hismodeof  traveUing,  and  the  direc- 
tions be  has  received  not  to  dday,  give  me  some 
hope  that  he  will  arrive  in  America  time  enough 
10  prevent  tbe  necessity  of  doing  that  without  we 
consent  of  Spain  which  the  American  Government 
prefers  to  do  with  her  consent. 

I  send  this  by  the  way  of  Gibraltar,  that  the 
earliest  notice  may  be  bad  of  General  Vives's 
movements.  In  the  course  of  the  coming  week  I 
shall  write  officially,  and  enclose  a  copy  of  my 
answer  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando's  last  note, 
written  to  inform  me  of  General  Yivn's  appoint* 
ment. 


[Beftrred  to  in  Mr.  Forsyth's  despstchof  January,  28.] 
Fbrsi^h  to  the  Duke  <tfSan  Fernando  and  Qfdroga^ 
first  Minister  of  State,  dated 

Madbid,  January  1820. 

SiB :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Ex- 
cellency's official  of  the  16th  December,  givingme 
notice  of  the  af^ntment  of  the  Mariscal-^el- 
Campo  Don  Francisco  Dionisio  Vives  asMinister 
Plempotentiary  of  the  United  States.  According 
to  the  request  of  your  Excellency,  I  communicated, 
by  the  first  convenient  opportunity  that  occurred, 
a  copy  of  your  note  to  the  American  Government. 

The  appointment  of  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary has  oeen  so  long  delayed,  his  departure  so 
much  procrastinated,  his  route  to  the  United  States 
is  so  circuitous,  and  his  movements  are  so  delib- 
erate, that  I  very  much  apprehend  he  will  find,  on 
his  arrival,  the  determination,  before  now  taken 
by  the  American  Government,  executed.  His 
Catholic  Majesty  may  be  assured  by  your  Excel- 
lency that,  saould  this  be  the  case,  the  American 
Government  will  nevertheless,  governed  by  that 
temper  of  conciliation  which  has  at  all  times 
marked  its  policy,  give  any  explanations  which 
may,  in  Uie  spirit  of  amity,  be  asked  in  the  name 
of  the  King. 

Your  Excellency  views  it  as  superfluous  to  con- 
tinue discussions  here  of  tbe  poiots  of  the  transac- 
tion with  which  His  Majesty's  Minister  goes 
charged,  and  as  likely  to  embarrass  the  course  of 
tbe  direct  negotiation.  As  To  the  future,  I  have 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  no  direc- 
tions to  discuss  any  of  those  points}  and  certainly 
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I  have  receired  here  very  slender  enconragcnnent 
Toluntarily  to  eneoo&ter  them.  My  doty,  in  re- 
gard to  the  eonrention,  was  terminated  when  I 
had  the  honOT  to  send  yoa  the  remonstrance  of  the 
18th  of  October,  which  has  giren  rise  to  an  un- 
pleasant question  between  us.  From  circum- 
stances  well  known  to  your  Excellency,  I  under- 
stand that  the  observations  quoted  hare  reference 
also  to  that  question.  With  this  uoderstanding, 
I  gire  you  the  strongest  proof  in  my  power  of  my 
anxious  desire  to  i>romote  harmony  between  the 
two  nations,  by  tauog  upon  myseli  the  responsi- 
bility of  haviDg  so  loDg  withheld  the  return  of  the 
remonstrance,  and  in  determining  still  longer  to 
retain  it  in  my  hands.  I  do  this  with  the  confi- 
dent expectation  that  the  justice  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty  has,  in  the  powers  given  to  Greneral  Vires, 
reodered  a  further  recurrence  to  that  unhappy  af- 
&ir  altogether  unnecessary.  While  I  give  to  your 
Bxeellency  this  proof  of  my  Irishes  to  conciliate, 
I  most  repeat  that  I  hold  it  as  unquestioiiably  my 
right  to  bare  that  paper,  or  any  other  I  may  deem 
it  necessary  to  send,  laid  before  your  BxedQency's 
royal  master  for  bis  perusal  and  consideration; 
bolding  myself  responsible  to  my  own  Gorem- 
ment  only  for  the  language  in  which  it  may  be 
expressed,  or  the  sentiments  it  may  contain. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurance  of 
my  profound  consideration. 

^  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

The  Duke  op  San  FERNAiino  t  Qoiroga. 


Mr.  GoUaiia  to  the  Secrttarp  Slate. 

Paris,  Rbruary  15, 1820. 
Sir  :  Qeneral  Vires,  the  new  Minister  of  Spain 
to  the  United  States,  arrired  at  Paris  on  the  lllh 
instant,  and  left  it  on  the  14th  for  London,  with 
the  iotention  to  embark  at  LireqMwl  in  the  New 
York  packet  which  will  sail  on  the  1st  day  of 
March. 

Mr.  Pasquier^  after  haring  seen  him,  invited 
me  to  an  interriew  on  the  13th,  and  said  that  he 
was  in  hopes  that  the  diflferenees  might  still  be 
adjusted.  Qeneral  Vives  had  told  him  that  the 
pnnoipel  points  with  Spain  were,  that  the  honor 
of  the  Crown  should  be  saved  (mitA  concert)  in 
the  business  of  the  grants,  and  to  receive  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  our  intention  to  preserve  a  fair 
iKatrality  in  the  colonial  war.  Mr.  Paaquier  had 
observed  to  him  that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  deep 
regret  that  private  interest  should  prevent  the  con- 
clusion of  such  an  important  arrangeromt ;  and 
Utatj  when  it  was  clear  that  there  had  been  at 
least  a  misunderstanding  on  the  subject,  the  King's 
dignity  could  not  be  injured  by  a  resnmpdoD  of 
the  grants,  or  bvan  exchange  for  other  laaos.  He 
seemed  to  think  that  this  would  be  arranged,  and 
asked  me  what  I  thought  we  could  do  respecting 
the  other  point.  I  answered  that  the  ftillest  reli- 
ance might  be  placed  on  the  fkiraesa  of  our  nea- 
trality,  and  that  I  was  really  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  could  be  added  to  the  measures  the  United 
States  had  already  adopted  to  enforce  it.  Mr. 
Pasquier  gave  me  to  understand  that,  if  there  was 
any  defect,  however  trifling,  in  oar  laws,  and  that 


was  amended,  it  wocdd  probaUy  be  sofficient  to 
satisfy  the  pride  of  Spain,  as  there  now  appeared 
a  real  desire  to  ratify,  provided  it  could  be  done 
without  betraying  a  glaring  inconsisteacy.  He 
bad  expressed  to  General  Vives  bis  opinion  of  the 
impropriety  of  asking  from  the  United  States  any 
promise  not  to  recognise  the  independence  of  tlw 
insurgent  colonies,  and  bad  told  him  that  on  that 
subject  Spain  could  only  rely  on  the  moral  effect 
which  a  solemn  treaty,  accommodating  aJl  her 
differences  with  the  United  States,  would  have  on 
their  future  proceedings. 

I  expressed  my  hope  that  the  explanatioa  which 
General  Vives  was  mstructed  to  give  on  the  sab- 
ject  of  the  grants,  and  to  ask  on  that  of  oar  neu- 
trality, might  be  such  as  to  removeall  the  existing 
difficulties.  But  it  was  most  important  that  he 
should  arrive  in  the  United  States  before  Ae  ad- 
jouromeDt  of  Congress,  and  that  be  should  be  the 
bearer  of  the  King's  ratification  of  the  trenty,  ao 
that,  if  everr  thing  was  arranged,  those  ratinea- 
tions  might  be  at  once  exchannd  at  Wa«hii^|toB. 
If  that  was  not  done,  the  President  would  have  no 
more  security  that  the  King  would  ratify  GcBefol 
Vives's  than  Mr.  Onis's  acts:  and  it  was  impossF 
ble  to  suppose  that  be  would  run  the  risk  of  a  sec- 
ond disappointment.  This  observation  forcibly 
struck  Mr.  Pasquier,  who  said  that  he  would  make 
further  inquiries  on  that  point. 

I  saw,  the  same  evening,  the  Spanish  Ambassa- 
dor at  this  Court,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  short 
conversation,  he  suj^ested  that  the  grants  in  dis- 
pute might  be  set  aside^  the  grantees  not  hiring 
fulfilled  certain  conditions  or  formaJities ;  and, 
a^er  acknowledging  that  General  Vives  was  not 
the  bearer  of  the  King's  ratification,  he  hinted  that 
he  was  authorized  to  gire  the  United  States  sads- 
factory  security  that  Spain  would  lUfil  her  en- 
gagements. 

On  the  I3th  I  dined  at  the  Minister  of  Fomgn 

Affairs'  with  General  Vires^  who  repeated  to  me 
in  substance  what  he  had  satd  to  Mr.  Faaqvter.  I 
told  him  that  the  President  would  judge  of  the 
explanations  he  had  to  give  on  the  subject  of  the 
grants ;  that  he  might  rely  on  ^e  detemoDation 
of  the  United  States  to  preserve  their  nentrality, 
and  not  less  on  the  manner  in  which  the  laws  for 
enforcing  it  were  executed,  than  on  the  tenor  of 
those  laws,  which.  I  observed,  were,  and  had 
ways  been,  more  full  and  efficient  than  those  of 
eitaer  England  or  France  on  the  same  Mihject  j 
that  I  could  not  wy  whether  the  question  of  recog- 
nising the  independence  of  the  iasmgent  colonies 
would  be  agitated  during  the  present  eession  of 
Congress,  but  that,  if  it  was,tlM  decision  Woidd 
probatdy  have  token  place  haoee  hu  aniivL 

I  then  repeated  what  I  bad  said  to  Mr.  Paamda 
respecting  the  importance  of  his  being  amhonzed 
to  exchange  the  ratificatious  of  the  ttcaty.  He 
answered  Uiat,  although  he  was  not,  he  coidd,  in 
case  of  an  arrmgement,  give  satisfactory  aeeority 
to  the  United  States,  atid  that  It  would  consist  in 
consenting  that  they  should  take  immediate  pos- 
session orFlorida,  without  waiting  for  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty. 

Cteneral  Vives  repeated,  in  the  cause  (tf  the 
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eveninff,  the  same  thing  to  Mr.  Pasquter,  with 
whom  I  had  anerwards  a  short  conversation  on 
the  subject.  He  seemed  extreiAely  astonished  that 
the  Spanish  Qorernment  shonld  have  adopted  that 
coarse  rather  than  to  aathnize  their  Mmister  to 
excliange  at  once  the  Tatifieations.  Bincej  bow- 
erer,  the  measare  they  proposed  coincided  with  the 
news  df  the  President  as  stated  in  his  Message, 
amd  would,  at  alt  events,  prevent  a  ruptare,  we 
both  agreed  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  com- 
mnnicating  to  yon  General  Vives's  declarations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Extract  0/  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  Foni/th,  Mxsi^  PUnir 
potcniiary  of  the  United  States  in  Spaing  to  Mr. 
Adam$t  Sea^etarj/  0/  StatCj  dated 

Madxid,  Fkbmsry  15, 1820. 
By  the  retam  of  Lieutenant  Weaver  who  came 
to  this  place  yesterday,  with  a  letter  from  Captain 
Stewart,  i  haveaconvenient  opportunity  of  send- 
ing, eoelosed,  a  copy  of  my  last  note  to  the  Duke 
ot  San  Fernando,  (No.  1,)  dated  the  day  after 
General  Vires  leh  Madrid.  It  was  written  in 
conformity  to  what  I  believe,  from  the  Message  at 
the  opening  of  Congress,  to  be  the  wishes  of  the 
President.  If  in  this  I  should  unhappily  be  mis- 
taken, the  affiiir  stands  in  saeh  a  state  that  I  can 
at  any  moment  correct  the  error.  Having  in- 
fwmed  this  Government  that  I  only  detain  the 
remonstrance,  I  can  at  any  moment  present  it  if 
directed  so  to  do,  or  if  I  shall  be  satisfied  that  the 
King  has  not  given  such  authority  to  General 
Vives  as  will  render  unnecessary  a  recurrence  to 
this  di^raeeibl  business. 


EOmet  ^  a  UtUrfmrn  Mr,  Fmpth  to  Mr.  Adema. 

Marcb  30, 18S0. 

'  Soon  after  the  change  of  Government  was  offi- 
cially made  known  to  me,  I  determined  to  see  the 
Duke  of  San  Fernando  retipectiag  our  afiairs.  to 
learn  if  the  powers  given  to  Vives  were  such  that 
no  bad  effect  would  be  produced  bv  the  recent 
events  upon  the  relations  &(  Spain  with  the  United 
States,  and  to  endeavor  to  procure,  in  this  season 
of  generous  feelings,  the  release  of  the  Americans 
in  confinement.  Waiting  a  few  days  for  the 
first  bustle  to  be  over,  the  Duke  was  removed  from 
oflBce,  and  a  flirtfaer  delay  unexpectedly  occurred. 
As  the  new  secretary  was  not  expected  ibr  some 
time,  on  the  27th  I  asked,  by  a  written  note,  for 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Jabat,  who  had  chai^  of 
the  office ;  it  was  appointed  for  the  29th.  I  saw 
him  at  the  time  flxeo,  and  had  a  rery  long  oonVer- 
aation  with  him.  I  stated  the  objects  1  had  in 
Tiew;  he  uswered  with  great  fnnkness.  The 
snbatance  of  wtet  I  learned  from  him  is,  that 
General  Vives  did  not  carry  the  treaty  ratified  by 
the  United  States ;  that  the  King,  having  taken 
the  oath  to  observe  the  constitution^  could  not  now 
ratify;  that  instructions  had  been  just  prepared  for 
General  Vives  to  apprize  him  of  the  change  that 
had  taken  place,  and  of  the  want  of  power  in  the 
King  to  act  iarthor  in  the  business;  the  whole 
16thCoii.2dSBfl«^-46 


matter  would  be  laid  before  the  Cortes,  and  the 
Minister  bad  no  doubt  it  would  be  arranged  to  the 
mutual  satisfaction  of  the  twcr  Governments,  as 
the  Cortes  would  probably  be  composed  of  the 
most  liberal  and  enlightened  men  of  the  nation — 
men  who  had^  the  disposition,  the  ability,  and  the 
courage  to  give  and  to  act  upon  good  counsel. 
He  spoke  of  the  resemblance  of  the  mstituttons  of 
the  two  nations,  and  of  his  anxious  wish  to  5ee 
them  on  the  best  terms.  Of  the  American  prison- 
ers he  professed  a  desire  to  do  what  would  be 
agreeable  to  us,  and  would  bring  the  subject  before 
the  Kiog.  For  this  object  it  was  agreed  upon 
between  us  that  I  should  address  him  aD  official 
note;  a  copy  of  it  (marked  No.  6)  is  enclosed. 
It  was  prepared  immediately  after  the  interview, 
and  sent  on  the  30th.  Mr.  Jabat  asked  me,  in 
turn,  what  would  be  the  determination  of  our  Gov- 
ernment in  this  new  state  of  things.  I  replied  that 
I  was  exceedingly  disappointed  to  learn  tnat  Gen- 
eral Vives  had  not  the  ratified  treaty  to  exchange 
in  the  United  States ;  that  I  apprehended  his  go- 
ing without  it  would  produce  a  very  bad  effect; 
and  that  I  bad  no  doubt  there  would  be  an  imine- 
diate  occupation  of  Florida,  as  recommended  by 
the  President  to  Congress ;  that  we  bad  always 
the  strangest  desire  to  be  friendly  with  Spaiiu-^ 
desire  which  recent  circumstances  would  increase. 
I  was  perfectly  aware  that  the  Kin?  had  no  power 
to  ratify,  and  trusted,  with  him,  that  every  thing 
would  be  arranged  satisfactorily  when  the  Cortes 
assembled.  In  the  meantime,  I  hoped  that  nounpro- 
pitiouseffect  on  the  dispositions  of  this  Government 
would  be  produced  by  the  measures  we  should  have 
been  reluctantly  compelled  to  take.  I  expressed  the 
greatest  satisfaction  at  the  prospect  of  a  favoraUe 
answer  to  the  application  in  favor  of  the  confined 
Americans,  and  assured  him  it  would  be  considered 
as  a  eimclustTe  proof,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  of  a 
desire  to  do  tu  justice  and  kindness  In  all  tilings. 
The  revolution  wilt  produce  the  best  tiBecta  for  n^ 
if  a  judgment  is  to  be  formed  from  the  language 
of  the  peojde  in  office  and  of  those  out  of  office. 
TheGovemmentof  the  United  States  is  considered, 
with  reason,  more  friendly  to  them  than  any  other. 
The  European  Governments,  without  exception, 
see,  in  the  change  which  has  be«i  produced  here, 
a  dangerous  example  to  their  people,  and  speculate 
with  dread  upon  its  probable  effect.  I  had  sup- 
po^  that  the  influence  of  Great  Britain  would 
be Tcry  great  under  the  new  order  of  things;  at 
present,  there  is  a  very  wholesome  jealousy  and 
prejudice  against  that  Government  existing  among 
the  people,  and  carefully  cherished  by  the  ruling 
men.  It  is  to  be  traced,  in  part,  to  the  conduct  of 
the  English  on  the  return  of  the  King  from  hia 
captivity ;  they  were  supposed  to  hvre  had  some 
agency  in  preventing  at  that  time  the  King's  ae- 
ceptance  of  the  constitution.  The  language  used 
here  is,  there  are  but  two  free  nations — the  Span- 
iards and  the  peoide  of  the  United  States;  the 
English  were  free,  out  have  been  recently  enshtTed 
by  their  Ministry  and  Parliament.  I  hope  ^a^ 
before  General  Vives  receives  and  communicates 
to  the  President  the  chaoffc  in  the  Goventdfeut, 
Florida  will  be  occupied  liy  us,  or  -at''lMrmt 

Digitized  by  Google 


1411 


APFSNBIX. 


1412 


^in   RatjjMiom  ^  Oe  TVnty  </  1819. 


Cmgress  will  hare  passed  a  law  io  such  terms  as 
to  render  it  obligatory  upon  the  President  to  take 
it.  Delaying  to  lake  it  until  the  news  is  receired 
of  the  estaUishment  of  a  free  OoToumeot  and  lih- 
eral  institutions  here,  might  be  injurious ;  at  pres- 
ent, every  body  here  expects  it  will  be  seized,  and 
^e  event  will  have  no  bad  effect  unless  it  can,  by 
misrepresentation,  be  made  to  appear  the  conse* 
quence  of  the  recenteventti  in  Spam.  It  is  import- 
ant that  Florida  should  be  in  our  possession  when 
the  Cortes  deliberate  on  the  treaty.  The  defect 
of  granted  authority  in  that  body  to  cede  territory 
was  not  adverted  to  by  Mr.  Jabat,  and  has  probably 
escaped  notice.  The  general  assertion^  that  the 
sovereignty  resides  essentially  in  the  nalioiii  which 
is  icpfesettted  hf  the  Coztes,  would  no  doubt  be 
eonudered  sofficieni  when  the  territory  was  hdd 
bj  nsi  it  might  admit  of  dispute  if  it  was  not. 
Vou  will  perceive  that  two  deputies  from  Cuba 
and  the  Floridas  are  to  be  in  the  Cortes.  Before 
July  I  hope  to  receive  from  you  particular  and 
special  instructions  on  ttiis  and  all  other  subjects 
connected  with  our  interests.  During  the  Cortes 
would  be  the  most  favorable  time  for  a  commer- 
cial arrangement,  if  one  is  to  be  made  here ;  and  I 
indulge  the  belief  that,  should,  as  is  probable,  the 
business  of  Florida  be  amicably  arranged,  an  ad- 
Tantageous  commercial  treaty  may  be  formed.  I 
look  with  anxiety  for  directions  from  you,  formed 
upon  the  determination  Congress  may  have  made. 


Oeatral  Don  Randtco  DionUic  Vivet  to  the  Seceretary 
Iff  State. 

Wabhihotom,  Jpril  14, 1820. 

8ia :  In  conformity  with  the  orders  of  my  Gov- 
ernment, which  were  communicated  to  Mr.  For- 
syth on  the  16th  of  December  last  by  His  Excel- 
lency the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  duiroga, 
■nd  with  the  earnest  desire  of  the  King,  my  mas- 
ter, to  see  a  specdv  adjustment  of  the  existing  dif- 
ficulties which  obstruct  the  establishment^  on  a 
permanent  basis,  of  the  good  understanding  so 
obviously  required  by  the  interests  of  both  Powers, 
I  hare  the  honor  to  address  you,  and  frankly  to 
state  to  you  that  my  atigust  SovereigiL  after  a  ma- 
ture and  deliberate  examination,  in  luU  council,  of 
the  treaty  of  22d  February  of  the  last  year,  saw, 
with  great  r^et,  that,  in  its  tenor,  it  was  very  far 
from  embracing  all  the  measuies  indispensaU^ 
requisite  to  that  degree  of  stability  which,  from  hts 
ioue  of  jnstiee^  he  was  anzioas  to  see  estabUshed 
in  the  settlement  of  the  existing  diSbiences  b^ween 
the  two  nations. 

The  system  of  hostility  which  appears  to  be 
pursued  in  so  many  parte  of  tbe  Union  against 
the  Spanish  dominions,  as  well  as  against  the 
piopeTty  of  all  their  inhabitants,  is  so  public  and 
notorious,  that  to  enter  into  detail  would  only 
serve  to  increase  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction.  I 
may  be  allowed,  however,  to  remaik  that  tbey 
have  been  justly  denounced  to  the  public  of  the 
United  States  even  by  some  of  their  own  fellow- 
citizens. 

Such  a  state  of  things,  therefore,  in  which  indi- 
TidiiaU  may  be  consid«ed  as  being  at  war  while 


their  Governments  are  at  peace  with  each  other, 
is  diametrically  opposed  to  tne  mutual  and  sincere 
friendship  and  to  the  good  understanding  which  it 
was  tbe  object  of  the  treaty  (though  the  attempi 
has  failed)  to  establish,  and  of  the  immense  sacri- 
fices consented  to  by  His  Majesty  to  promote. 

These  alone  were  motives  of  sufficient  weight 
imperiously  to  dictate  the  propriety  of  suspending 
the  ratification  of  tbe  treaty,  even  although  the 
American  envoy  had  not  at  first  announced,  ia 
the  name  of  his  Government,  and  subsequently 
required  of  that  of  Spain  a  declaration  which 
tended  directly  to  annul  one  of  its  most  clear^  pre- 
cise, and  conclusive  articles,  even  after  the  signa- 
ture and  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

The  King,  my  masta,  influenced  by  considen- 
tions  so  powerfnl  as  to  carry  with  them  the  fitUcst 
evidence  has  therefore  judged  it  neeessary  aid  in- 
dispenaaue,  in  the  exercise  of  his  duties  as  a  sov- 
ereign, to  request  certain  explanations  of  yonrOoT- 
eroment;  and  he  hw,in  consequence,  girn,  me 
his  commands  to  propose  to  it  the  following  points, 
in  the  discussion  and  final  arrangexneat  of  which 
it  seems  proper  that  the  relative  sute  of  the  two 
nations  should  be  taken  into  full  consideration : 

That  the  United  States,  taking  into  due  con^- 
eration  the  scandalous  system  of  piracy  estab- 
lished in  and  carried  on  from  semal  of  their 
ports,  will  adopt  measures,  satisfact(wy  and  effec- 
tual, to  repress  the  barbarous  excesses  and  unex- 
ampled depredations  daily  committed  upon  Spain, 
her  possessions,  and  propertied,  so  as  to  satisfy 
what  is  doe  to  iatemationaL  rights^  and  is  cquaiiy 
claimed  by  the  honor  of  the  Amencan  peofae. 

That,  io  order  to  put  a  total  stop  to  any  fatare 
armaments,  and  to  prevent  all  aid  whatsoer» 
being  afforded  from  any  part  of  the  Union,  which 
may  be  intended  to  be  directed  against  and  em- 
ployed io  tbe  invasion  of  His  Cauolic  Maiesty^s 
possessions  in  North  America,  the  United  Stales 
will  agree  to  offer  a  pledge  (a  dar  una  tpfwidad) 
that  their  integrity  shall  m  respected. 

And,  finally,  tnat  tbey  will  form  no  relations 
with  the  pretended  Governments  of  the  revolted 
jHWvinces  of  Spain  situate  beyond  sea,  and  will 
conform  to  the  course  of  proceeding  adopted,  ia 
this  respect,  by  other  Powers  in  amity  with  Spain. 

In  suDmitting  to  you  these  just  and  natural  de- 
mands,  I  have  received  the  orders  of  the  King,  my 
master,  to  make  known  to  the  President  that  they 
Would  have  been  regularly  communicated  to  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
Madrid,  if,  in  the  excess  of  his  zeal,  he  had  not. 
at  an  eariy  period,  been  induced  to  express  himself 
in  terms  atsrespectful  to  the  dignity  of  His  Ma- 
jesty; and  I  am,  at  the  same  tim^  eonuianded  to 
give  the  assurance  that,  in  aJlading  to  an  iueideBt 
of  so  unpleasant  a  nature,  it  is  not  intended  to 
make  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Forsyth  a  sulyect  of 
comidaint,  but  merely  to  make  y<Kir  Govemment 
fully  acquainted  with  tbe  motives  of  my  angast 
Sovereign  in  adopting  the  resolution  as  already 
stated. 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  President,  on  an  attm- 
tive  examination  of  the  cod  tents  of  this  note,  en- 
tirely dictated  by  sentiments  of  justioi^  wiU  see 
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a  decisive  eridence  of  the  sincere  desire  of  the 
King;,  my  master,  to  attain  with  promptitude  the 
definitive  settlement  of  a  tranBaetioD  no  less  im- 
portant in  itself  than  it  is  essential  to  the  mutual 
interests  of  the  two  countries. 

I  eagerly  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  assure 
you  01  my  perfect  respect  and  highest  considera- 
tion.  I  mj  Uint  God  may  long  preserve  you. 

FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 


The  Seerdary  of  State  to  General  Don  Francisco  Dio- 
nwio  Viveiy  Envoy  ExtraortUnary  and  MMtter 
PlenipotmUary  from  ^aia. 

DfiPABTHBirr  OP  State, 

WatMiigUm,  AprU  18, 1820. 
Sib  :  Before  replying  to  the  tetter  which  I  have 
kft4  the  honor  of  recdrinff  from  yon,  dated  the  14th 
instant,  1  am  directed  by  die  President  of  the 
United  StMes  to  request  a  ea^  of  yonr  fall  pow- 
er;^ and  to  be  infomwd  iriiether  yon  ue  the  bearer 
tsS  the  ntification  bjr  His  Catholic  Majesty  of  the 
treaty  si^ed  on  the  22d  of  Febraary,  1819,  by 
Dm  Lws  de  Onis ;  and  are  ready,  in  the  event 
of  suitable  ezjdanations  being  given  upon  the 
points  mentioned  in  your  letter,  to  exchange  the 
tame  for  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  if  the  Senate  should  advise  and  consent 
that  sueh  exchange  of  ratifieatioBs  should  now  be 
accepted. 

Please  to  accept  the  assnmnee  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


GcBsral  I)0B  AianciMw  jDioninD  YHMtotUSterOary 
of  State. 

WAsamoTon,  AprU  19, 1820. 

Sir:  Id  answer  to  your  note  of  yesterday's 
date,  and  in  compliance  with  the  request  stated  in 
its  first  point,  I  bave  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy 
of  my  full  powers. 

I  hare  at  the  same  time  to  inform  you  that  I 
am  not  the  bearer  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
of  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  signed  by  Don  Luis 
de  Onis ;  nor  does  it  seem  agrettble  to  the  natural 
course  of  things,  and  to  estaUished  usage,  that  a 
treaty  should  be  ratified  previous  to  a  removal  of 
the  obstacles  which  have  expressly  caused  the 
suspension  of  its  ratification ;  but  I  am  enabled 
to  assure  you  that  I  am  fully  authorized  to  offer  a 
solemn  promise,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  my 
master,  that,  if  the  result  of  the  proposals  pre- 
sented in  my  first  note  be  satisfactory,  tne  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  will  be  attended  with  no  further 
delay  than  the  time  indispensably  necessary  for 
the  arrival  at  Madrid  of  one  of  the  gentlemen 
attached  to  my  legation,  who  has  accompanied 
me  for  that  especial  purpose. 

I  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration,  and  X  pray  God  long  to 
preserve  you. 

FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 

JOBH  dciMCT  AOAHB, 

SmiUirf  €f  SM*. 


Full  power  of  Geaeral  Viva. 
Don  Febdihand  THESEVBHTa,King,bytheerace 
of  Ood,  of  Castile,  Leon,  and  Arragon,  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  Jerusalem,  Navarre,  Granada, 
Toledo,  Valencia,  Gralicta,  Majorca,  Seville, 
Sardiwa,  Cordova,  Corsica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the 
Alsarves,  Gibraltar,  the  Canary  iskmds,  of  both 
Indies,  and  of  the  isles  of  the  ocean ;  Archduke 
of  Austria ;  Duke  of  Burgundy,  BrabauL  and 
Milan;  Count  of  Hapabu^,  Flanders,  Tyred, 
and  Barcelona ;  Lord  of  Biscay  and  of  Moli- 
na, &e. 

The  state  of  peace,  amity,  and  good  understand- 
ing, now  happily  subsisting  between  us  and  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  being  favorable 
to  die  mutual  and  amicable  adjustment  and  settle- 
ment of  all  existing  differences  between  the  two 
Governments ;  ana  it  being  expedint  to  that  end 
to  authorize  a  person  haviaff  our  confidence,  and 
possessed  the  requisite  informatieB,  experience, 
and  politicd  knowledge  fiw  so  important  a  trust, 
which  qualities  uniting  in  you,  Don  Fmnciseo 
Diooisto  Vives,  a  Major  General  in  our  service,  a 
Knight  of  the  Royal  aod  Military  Order  of  San 
Fernando,  and  mooaber  of  the  Supreme  Council 
of  the  said  Order,  a  Knight  of  the  Royal  and  Mil- 
itary Order  of  San  Hermen^do,  twice  honored 
by  decrees  of  thanks  for  public  services,  decontted 
with  the  Order  of  the  North  Star  and  crosses  of 
honor  for  distinguished  conduct  and  valor  at  the 
battles  of  Alboera,  Sorauren,  Logo,  Tamanes,and 
Medina  del  Campo,  the  surrender  of  Villa  Franca 
del  Vierzo,  in  the  operations  of  the  army  of  the  left 
at  the  si^fies  of  Paropeluna  and  Bayonne,  and  our 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tianr  to  the  abovenamed  States: 

We  have  authorized,  and  by  these  presents  ve 
do  authorize  you,  granting  you  full  power,  in  Ae 
most  ample  form,  to  meet  and  confer  with  such 
person  or  persons  as  may  be  duly  authorized  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  with  him 
or  them  to  settle,  conclude,  and  sign  whatsoever 
you  may  judge  necessary  to  the  best  arraweme&t 
of  all  points  depending  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments }  promising,  as  we  do  hereby  promise  i^n 
the  faith  and  word  of  a  King,  to  approve,  ratify, 
and  fulfil  such  articles  or  agreements  as  you  may 
conclude  and  sign. 
In  testimony  whaeof,  I  have  commanded  the 
present  to  be  issued,  signed  by  us,  sealed  with 
our  privy  seal,  aod  countersigned  by  the  un- 
dersigned, our  principal  Secretary  of  State 
and  of  Universal  De^tch.  Given  at  Mad- 
rid, the  Iftth  of  Deeemb«,  181ft 

I,  THE  KINO. 
J.  J.  M.  DB  RUIZ  DEVAL08. 


7%»  Suntary  tf  State  to  General  Don  HwwitM  Die^ 
nuio  FiwM. 

Department  of  State, 

WatMnffton,  ^prA  21, 1820. 
Sib  :  I  am  directed  fay  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  express  to  yon  the  surprise  and  coa- 
eern  with  whicb  he  has  Uatned  that  you  are  not 
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the  bearer  of  the  ratification  ^gf  Hit  Catholic  Ma- 
jestv  of  tbe  treety  signed  on  the  28d  Pebruarv, 
1619,  by  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  by  virtue  of  a  full 
WCT  equally  comprehensire  witV  that  whieh  you 
re  DOW  produced— a  full  power,  by  which  His 
Catholic  Majesty  promised^  "on  the  faith  and 
word  of  a  King,  to  approre,  ratify,  and  fulfil  what- 
■oerer  might  be  stipulated  and  sijpied  by  him." 

By  the  uniTersal  usage  of  nations,  nothing  can 
vdease  a  sorereign  from  the  obligation  of  a  pro- 
mise thus  made,  except  tbe  proof  that  his  Minu- 
ter, so  empowered,  has  been  faithless  to  his  trust, 
by  traascending  his  instructions. 

Your  sotrereiffu  has  not  prored,nor  eren  alleged, 
that  Mr.  Onisnad  transcended  his  instructions; 
on  the  contrary,  with  the  credential  letter  which 
you  have  delivered,  the  President  has  learned  that 
he  has  been  relieved  from  the  mission  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  only  to  recciTe  a  new  proof  of  the  con- 
tiBiied  confidence  of  His  Cathdic  Majcatf,  in  the 
nmuntment  to  another  mission  of  equal  dignity 
ud  inuiortanee. 

On  the  fiiith  of  this  promise  of  the  King,  the 
treaty  was  signed  aud  ratified  on  the  part  oT  the 
United  States  ;  and  contained  a  stipulation  that 
it  should  also  Iw  ratified  by  His  CathoUc  Majesty, 
so  that  the  ratifications  should,  within  six  months 
from  tbe  date  of  its  si^ature,  he  exchanged. 

In  withholding  this  promised  ratification  be- 
yond the  stipulated  period,  His  Catholic  Majesty 
made  known  to  the  President  that  he  should  forth- 
with despatch  a  person  possessing  entirely  his 
confidence  to  ask  certain  explanations  which 
were  deemed  by  him  necessary  previous  to  tbe 
perfoimanee  of  nis  jwomise  to  ezecate  the  ratifi- 
cation. 

The  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid 
was  enabled,  and  ofiTered.  to  give  all  the  ezplaQa- 
tioas  which  could  justly  oe  required  in  letetion  to 
the  treaty.  Your  Oovemment  declued  even  to 
make  known  to  him  their  character ;  and  they 
are  now,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  year,  first 
officially  disclosed  by  yon. 

I  am  directed  by  tbe  President  to  inform  you 
that  explanations  which  ought  to  be  satisfactory 
to  yoar  Chsvemment  will  readily  be  given  upon 
all  the  points  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant ;  but  that  he  considers  none  of  them,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  relatioos  between  the  two 
countries,  as  points  for  discussion.  It  is  indis- 
ensable  that,  hefore  entering  into  any  new  nego- 
tiation between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  that 
relating  to  tbe  treaty  already  signed  should  be 
ekwed.  If,  upon  receiving  the  exjwuiations  which 
yonr  Govnamoit  has  asked,  and  which  I  am  pre- 
pared to  give,  you  are  authorized  to  issue  orders 
to  the  Spanish  officers  commanding  in  Florida  to 
ddivCT  u^  to  those  of  the  United  States  who  nuy 
anthonzed  to  receive  it,  immediate  possession 
of  the  province,  eonformaUy  to  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty,  the  President,  if  such  shall  be  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  will  wait,  with 
such  possession  given,  for  the  ratification  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty ;  till  your  messenjfer  shall  have 
time  to  proceed  to  Madrid ;  but,  if  you  hare  no 
inch  authority,  tbe  Presidrait  considers  it  wotild 


be  at  once  an  ODprofitaUe  waste  of  time,  nnd  a 
course  incompatiUe  with  the  dignity  of  this  nation, 
to  give  explanations  which  are  to  lead  to  no  satis- 
factory result,  and  to  resume  a  negotiation  the 
conclusion  of  which  can  no  longa  be  dderred. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  asstumnces  of  mj  dii- 
tinguished  consideration. 

*  JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


General  Dou  fV<meitco  Dionisio  Vita  to  the  Seentary 

of  State. 

Wasiunoton,  April  24,  1820. 

Sib  :  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  ihe  21st  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  remark, 
in  the  first  place,  that  you  appear  to  have  miscon- 
ceived a  material  part  of  my  letter  of  the  14tb,  hf 
reproducing  arguments  which  have  been  amdf 
sid&ciently  reAited  by  my  Govemment.  Yoa 
will,  therefor^  excuse  me  from  revinag  them 
here,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  qoestiaii  vh»- 
ther  a  Sovereign  is  or  is  not  bound  to  ratify  what 
may  have  been  signed  by  his  n^tiator  it  beiag 
well  known  that  various  instances  may  be  cited  « 
eases  in  which  the  ratification  of  a  trea^  haa  been 
justly  suspended,  without  alleging,  as  tne  toottve 
for  so  doing,  that  the  negotiator  liad  transcended 
bis  powers  or  instructions.  There  may,  unques- 
tionably, be  other  reasons  sufficiently  valid  to  ex- 
ooerate  nim  from  tbe  obligation  of  ratifying,  siq>- 
posing  that  to  have  been  the  case. 

It  is  evident  that  the  scandalous  proceedings  of 
a  number  of  American  citizens,  the  decisions  of 
several  of  tbe  courts  of  the  Union,  and  the  crimi- 
nal expedition  set  on  foot  within  it  for  the  inva- 
sion of  His  Majesty's  possessions  la  NorA  Amw- 
ica,  at  the  very  pmod  when  the  ratification  was 
stiU  pending,  were  diametrically  oroosite  to  the 
most  sacred  principles  of  amity,  and  to  the  Mtare 
and  essence  of  the  treaty  itself.  These  hostile  pro- 
ceedings were,  notwithstanding,  tolerated  by  the 
Federal  Qovernment,  and  thus  uie  evil  was  daily 
aggravated ;  so  that  the  belief  generally  prevailed 
throughout  Europe  that  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  by  Spain,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  her  rebellious  transatlaiitic  colo- 
nies by  the  United  States,  would  be  simultaneous 
acts.  Tbe  pretensions  advanced  by  Mr.  Forsyth, 
in  relation  to  the  eighth  article,  were  also  evidently 
calculated  to  render  that  treaty  illusory.  It  is, 
therefore,  not  possible  to  assign  reasons  more  pow- 
erful, or  more  completely  Justificatory  of  the  sov- 
ereign resolution  of  the  King,  my  master,  to  sus- 
pend  his  ratification  of  that  instrument 

In  my  first  note,  I  also  hinted  at  the  ofiensive 
:  terms  employed  by  the  American  Minister  at 
Madrid,  from  the  very  outset;  which  you  notice 
no  further  than  hy  taking  op  the  second  point, 
upon  which  the  one  whieh  I  now  have  tbe  nonor 
to  contest  essentially  turns.  Although  His  Ma- 
jesty might  certainty  have  kept  aloof  from  a  de- 
portment so  void  of  moderation,  and  so  derogatory 
to  his  dignity,  it  is  obvious  that  any  discussions 
commenced  with  tbe  Minister  so  situated  were 
only  likely  to  produce  unpn^taUe  renJts— his 
cnrespcmaence  tending  more  powerfoUy  to  disu- 
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nite  than  to  reconcile  the  contracting  parties.  It 
was,  indeed,  a  subject  of  great  r^ret  that  the  in- 
cident just  referred  to,  the  diatanoe  of  Spam  from 
the  New  World,  which,  from  the  ohstrocUons  to 
correspiHideBcei,  prodnced  unavoidaUe  delay  in  re- 
ceiving eorreet  information  of  the  erents  jMssii^ 
here,  and  which  to  His  Majesty-  appeared  mcredi- 
Ue,  and,  in  fine,  his  wish  to  avoid  whatever  had 
the  appearance  of  an  unfounded  complaint  and  an 
unpleasant  difference  between  tlie  two  Govero- 
ments,  should  hare  retarded  mjr  artiral,  and  the 
liappy  conclusion  of  the  transaction  now  pending. 

I  uave  further  to  state  to  you,  that  I  am  not  au- 
thorized by  His  Majesty  to  give  the  necessary  or- 
ders to  the  Spanish  auuiorilies  in  the  Floridas  to 
deliver  up  those  possessions  to  the  United  States; 
nor  was  this  to  be  presumed,  since,  if  it  appeared 
contrary  to  the  natural  order  of  things  and  to  ea- 
tatdished  usage  that  the  treaty  shonld  be  ratified 
pravioui  to  receiving  the  explanations  which  ne- 
cessitated its  suspension,  it  would  consequently 
jeem  the  more  so  that  it  shonld  receire  its  due  ac- 
comidishment  before  it  waa  finally  ratified. 

It  is  with  equal  surprise  and  concern  that  I  ob- 
serve, in  the  conclunon  of  your  note,  that  you  in- 
timate the  intention  to  decline  any  discussion  of 
my  |ffoporals  previous  to  the  possession  of  the 
Flondas,  since  it  appears  to  me  that  such  discus- 
awns  could  not  be  long,  in  the  event  of  your  Qov- 
emment  being  ready  to  accede  to  them;  ^ia  which 
case  I  repeat  that  I  am  authorized  solemnly  to 
promise,  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty,  that  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty  shall  be  no  lon8;er  delayed ;) 
nor  that  the  delay  unavoidably  produced  by  that 
particular  cause,  in  the  occupation  of  the  territo- 
ries in  question,  could  be  considered  as  derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  more 
so  as,  until  then,  His  Catholic  Majesty  would  not 
be  in  the  full  poaession  of  his  rights. 

I  flatter  mndf  that,  on  a  eonndaation  of  the 
contents  of  this  note,  you  will  iaror  me  with  an 
Answer  more  agreeaUe  to  my  wishes. 

In  d)e  mean  time  I  reiterate  the  assurance  of  my 
distioguishied  consideration  and  respect,  praying 
God  to  preserve  yon  many  rears. 

FRJ^CISCO  D.  VIVKS. 


^Toti  of  a  letter  fr<m  Mr.  Tkmaa  L.  L.  BrtTU,  act- 
ing aa  Chargi  ^Affaina  at  MaxMd^  oonUfMng  HU 
aaataiaee  of  a  convertaUon  bdwem  mm  and  Jib:  Ja- 
bot, 27th  Apra,  1820,  to  Mr.  Adam. 

He  [Mr.  Jabat]  then  adverted  to  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Fordjgn  Rdatious  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  tiie  occupation  of 
'  Florida,  asked  me  if  I  had  received  instnutions  to 
give  any  ex^anations  on  the  subject.  He  inti- 
mated that,  if  we  did  not  extend  our  views  farther 
than  its  occupation,  every  effort  would  be  made 
to  jneserve  amicable  relations  with  the  United 
States—every  sacrifice,  consistent  with  a  due  self- 
respect;  but  that  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
exjpect  Spain  would  go  any  farther.  Now  that 
this  had  become  a  representative  Grovernment,  thev 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  examining,  with 
more  scrupulous  attention  than  ever,  every  act  of 


theirs  which  could,  in  any  degree,  compromit  the 
just  pride  and  dignity  of  the  nation.  I  told  Mr* 
Jabat  I  had  no  instructions  on  the  subject;  I  only 
knew,  I  said,  from  the  public  papers,  that  such  a 
IhII  was  before  Congress,  and,  consequently,  did 
not  feel  authorized  to  give  any  exjdanaticms  j  that, 
as  soon  as  I  received,  1  would  make  th«n  known 
to  him.  I  b^^ed  him  to  tranquillize  himself^  I 
said  I  hoped,  with  such  dispositions  as  woe  mani- 
fested by  the  new  Government,  and  the  corres- 
ponding sentiments  of  mine,  that  every  thingwonld 
finally  be  amicably  arranged,  and  that  matters 
might  be  so  managed  as  that  the  steps  which  the 
United  States  may  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
take  for  the  assertion  of  their  rights  might  be  inade 
reconcileable  with  the  pride  of  his  Government — 
steps  which  they  will  have  been  compelled  to  rer 
sort  to,  from  the  conduct  of  the  former  adminis- 
tration of  his  Qovernmeut,  and  the  measures  of 
the  old  system.  It  may  be  proper  to  notice  that 
this  Minister  was  evidently  unda  an  apwehawioii 
that  the  United  States  might  not  limit  thonselvea 
to  the  occupation  of  the  territwy  of  Florida  alone. 
In  the  course  of  the  conversation,  Mr.  Jabat  said 
that,  as  there  would  be  (niposition,  blood  mi^ht  be 
spilt  in  the  oeci^tion  of  Florida^  and  the  idea 
it  seemed  to  give  him  great  pain.  Mr.  Jabat's 
manner  daring  the  whtde  of  this  interview  wu 
mild  and  friendly,  and  mine  corresponded  lo  his. 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  General  Don  Francitoo  Dio- 
nitio  Vim,  Bmfojf  EasbnonHnarp  and  MnitUir 
PUnil^patmtiBury  from  ^paku 

Defabtmbht  op  Btatb, 

WaOimgUn^  Map  3, 18S0. 
Sia:  The  explanationa  upon  the  points  men- 
tioned  in  your  letter  of  the  fith  ultimo,  which  I 
had  the  honor  of  giving  you  at  large  in  the  con- 
ference between  ns  on  ^turday  la3t,and  the  frank- 
ness of  the  assurances  which  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  receiving  from  you,  of  youi  conviction  that 
they  would  prove  satisfactory  to  your  Qovernment, 
will  relieve  me  from  the  necessity  of  recurring  to 
circumstances  wliich  might  tend  to  irritating  flia- 
cnssions.  In  the  confident  expectation  that,  opoa 
the  arrival  of  your  messenger  at  Madrid,  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  will  give  his  Immediate  ratification 
to  the  treaty  of  the  22d  February,  1819, 1  readily 
forbear  all  reference  to  the  delays  which  have 
hitherto  retarded  that  event,  and  all  disquisition 
upon  the  perfect  right  which  the  United  States 
hare  had  to  that  ratification. 

I  am  now  instructed  to  repeat  the  aasnranoe 
which  has  already  been  given  you,  that  the  r^ 
resoitations  which  appear  to  have  been  made  to 
your  Government  of  a  system  of  hostility,  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  this  Union,  against  the  Spanish  do- 
minions and  the  property  of  Spanish  subjects,  of 
decisions  marked  with  such  hostility  by  (mv  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  tofoation 
in  any  case  of  it  by  this  Government,  are  un- 
founded. In  the  existing  unfortunate  civil  war 
between  S|Hun  and  the  South  American  provin- 
ces, the  United  States  have  constantly  avowed, 
:  and  faithfully  muntained,  an  impartial  neutrality. 
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Noriolation  of  that  oeutrality  by  any  cidzen  of 
the  United  Stales  has  ever  received  sanction  or 
eountenaDce  from  this  GoTemment  Whenerer 
the  laws  prerioiuly  enacted  for  the  prcferration 
of  neatrality  hare  been  foond,  by  experience,  in 
any  maoDer  defectire,  they  have  been  strragth- 
CDCd  by  new  prorisions  and  severe  peoalties. 
SfNUUili  pri^Mrtjr,  ill^ally  capouedt  haa  been 
eoMttntly  restorea  by  Uie  deeinons  of  the  tiibuiiab 
cithe  United  States;  nor  has  the  ittdf  heai 
sparcd  of  indindaab  guilty  of  j^ney  eommined 
apos  Spanish  property  on  tne  high  seas. 

Sbotud  the  treaty  be  ratified  by  Spain,  and  the 
ratification  be  accepted,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  boundary  line  re- 
cognised by  it  will  be  respected  by  the  United 
States,  and  due  care  will  be  taken  to  prevent  any 
transgression  of  it  No  new  law  or  engagement 
will  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.  The  existing 
laws  are  adequate  to  the  suppression  of  such  dis- 
orders, and  they  will  be,  as  they  have  been,  faith- 
fiiUy  carried  into  effect.  The  miserable  disorderly 
movement  of  a  number  of  (not  exceeding  seventy) 
lawless  individnal  stragglers,  who  never  assem- 
bled within  Che  jmudietion  of  the  United  States, 
into  a  territory  to  which  His  Catholic  Majesty 
has  no  acknviriedged  right  other  than  the  yet  tin- 
tatified  treaty,  was  so  fiv  from  receiving  eonnie- 
nanee  or  support  from  the  Oovemment  of  the 
United  States,  that  every  measure  necessary  for 
its  suppression  was  promptly  taken  under  their 
authority ;  and,  from  the  miste][wesentattons  which 
have  been  made  of  this  very  msignificant  trans- 
action to  the  Spanish  Government,  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  pretended  expedition  itself,  as 
well  as  the  gross  exaggerations  which  have  been 
used  to  sweU  its  importance,  proceed  from  the 
same  sources,  equally  tmfriendly  to  the  United 
States  and  to  Spain. 

As  a  necessary  eonsrauence  of  the  neatrality 
between  Spain  and  the  Soutli  American  provin- 
ees,  the  United  States  can  contract  no  engage- 
ment not  to  form  any  relations  with  those  prov- 
ineca.  This  has  explicitly  and  repeatedly  been 
aTowed  and  made  known  to  your  Ooremment, 
both  at  Madrid  and  at  this  place.  The  demand 
was  resisted  both  in  conference  and  written  cor- 
re^ndence  between  Mr.  Erving  and  Mr.  Pizarro. 
Mr.  Onis  had  Icmg  and  constantly  been  informed 
that  a  persistance  in  it  would  put  an  end  to  the 
possible  conclusion  of  any  treaty  whatever.  Tour 
sovereign  will  perceive  tnaL  as  such  an  engage- 
ment cannot  be  contracted  by  the  United  States, 
consistently  with  their  obligations  of  neutrality, 
It  cannot  be  justly  required  of  them ;  nor  have  any 
of  the  European  nations  ever  bound  themselves  to 
Spain  by  such  an  engagement. 

With  regard  to  your  proposala,  it  is  proper  to 
observe  that  His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  announcing 
bis  purpose  of  asking  trpianationt  of  the  United 
States  gare  no  intimation  of  an  intention  to  re- 
mire  new  articles  to  the  treaty.  You  are  aware 
»at  the  United  States  cannot,  eonsistendy  with 
irtMt  is  due  to  themselves,  stipulate  new  engage- 
mebts  as  the  price  of  obtaining  the  ratification  of 
^  ^d.  The  declaration  which  Mr.  Forsyth  was 


instructed  to  ddiver  at  the  exchange  of  tlM  vmtifi- 
catioBs  of  the  treaty,  with  regard  to  the  ewliih 
article,  was  not  intended  to  annul,  or  in  the  di^nCest 
degree  to  alter  or  impair,  the  stipulations  of  that 
article;  its  only  object  was  to  guard  your  Gor- 
emmentj  and  all  persons  who  might  hare  h*A  an 
interest  m  any  of^the  annulled  grants,  against  ibe 
possible  czpeetatioD  or  pretence  that  those  gnaOs 
would  be  made  valid  or  the  treaty.   All  gxants 
sabsequeDt  to  the  24th  January^  IBIS,  wen  de- 
clared to  be  poaitivdy  null  and  void ;  aad  Mx.  Oas 
always  declared  that  he  s^ed  the  tnmtj.  AAy 
believi^  tlmt  the  grants  to  die  Dnfce  of  Al^gmi, 
Count  Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  were  sab- 
sequent  to  that  date.   But  he  had,  in  bis  letter  to 
me  of  16th  November,  1816,  declared  that  those 
grants  were  null  and  void,  becanse  the  esamtiai 
conditions  of  the  grants  had  not  been  fUfiDed  by 
the  grantees.   It  was  distinctly  understood  fa^  us 
both  that  no  grant,  of  whatever  date,  should  be 
made  valid  by  the  treaty,  which  woidd  not  hare 
been  valid  by  the  laws  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  tf 
the  treaty  had  not  been  made.   It  was  therefore 
stipulated  that  grants  prior  to  the  24th  January, 
1818,  ihonld  be  confirmed  imly  "  to  the  aaow  ex- 
tent that  the  same  grants  would  be  ralid  if  t^ 
territories  had  remamed  nnder  the  dominion  of 
Hb  Catholic  Majesty."   This,  of  course,  exdoded 
the  three  grants  above  mentioned,  which  Mr.  Oms 
had  dftland  invalid  for  irant  of  the  fulfilment  of 
their  essential  conditions — a  fact  whidi  is  now  ex- 
plicitly admitted  by  you.   A  single  exeqilian  to 
the  princi|de  that  the  treaty  shoud  give  no  con- 
firmation to  any  imperfect  title  was  admitted; 
which  exception  was,  that  owners  in  possession  <a 
lands,  who,  bv  reason  of  the  recent  emmms lances 
of  the  SpanisK  nation,  and  the  revohitiaDs  in  Eo- 
rope,  had  been  prevented  from  fulfilling  all  die 
conditions  of  their  grants,  should  compkte  them 
within  the  terms  limited  in  the  same  from  die  date 
of  the  treaty.    This  had  obvioosly  no  reference  to 
the  above-mentioned  grants,  the  grantees  of  which 
were  not  in  possession  of  the  lands,  who  had  ful- 
filled none  of  their  conditions,  and  who  had  not 
been  prevented  from  fhlfilling  any  of  them  hj  the 
circumstances  of  Spain  or  the  revolutions  of  Eu- 
rope. The  article  was  drawn  up  1^  me,  and,  be- 
fore assenting  to  it,  Mr.  Onis  inquired  what  was 
understood  by  me  as  the  import  of  the  terms  shall 
comi^ete  them."  I  told  him  that,  in  connexioB 
with  the  tomis  "all  the  conditions,"  they  neees- 
saiily  implied  that  the  indulgence  would  be  limited 
to  grantees  who  had  performed  some  of  the  con- 
ditions, and  who  had  commenced  settlements, 
which  it  would  allow  them  to  complete.  These 
were  precisely  the  cases  for  which  Mr.  Onis  had 
uiged  the  equity  of  making  a  provision,  and  he 
agreed  to  the  article,  fully  understanding  that  it 
would  be  applicable  only  to  them.   When,  after 
the  signature  of  the  treaty,  there  appeared  to  be 
some  reason  for  supposing  that  Mr.  Onis  had  beea 
mistaken  in  bdievmg  that  the  grants  to  Ae  Dote 
of  Alagon,  Count  Punon  Rosti^and  Mr.  Taiia% 
were  subsequent  to  the  S^bh  of  January,  181&  can- 
dor reqoired  that  Spain  and  the  grantees  ncmld 
never  hare  a  shadow  of  gronnd  toeipect  or  allege 


Digitized  by  Google 


1421 


APPENDIX. 


U2Z 


^?ain—R€ai/loal44M  of  the  TVwriy  of  1819. 


that  this  circnmstince  wis  at  all  nwterial  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bearing  of  the  .treaty  apon  those  grants. 
Mr.  Oois  bad  not  been  mistaken  in  declaring  that 
they  were  invalid,  because  their  conditions  were 
not  fulfilled.  He  had  not  bem  mistaken  in  agree- 
inff  to  the  minciple  that  no  grant  invalid  as  to 
Spain  sboold,  by  the  treaty,  be  made  valid  wminst 
tm  United  States.  He  had  not  been  mistuen  in 
the  knowledge  that  those  grantees  had  neither 
commenced  settlements,  nor  been  prevented  from 
completing  them  bv  the  circumstances  of  Spain  or 
the  revolutions  in  Europe.  The  dedaiation  which 
Mr.  Forsyth  was  instructed  to  deliver  was  merely 
to  caution  all  whom  it  might  concern  not  to  infer, 
from  an  unimportant  mistake  of  Mr.  Onis  as  to 
the  date  of  the  grants,  other  important  mistakes 
which  he  had  not  made,  and  which  the  United 
States  would  not  permit  to  be  made  by  any  one. 
It  was  notj  therefore,  to  annul  or  to  alter,  bat  to 
fulfil  the  eighth  article  as  it  stands,  that  the  decla- 
ration was  to  be  delivered ;  and  it  is  for  the  same 
purpose  that  this  ez|)lanation  is  now  given.  It 
was  with  much  satisfaction,  therefore,  that  I 
learned  from  you  the  determination  of  yonr  Qov- 
emment  to  aaaent  to  the  total  nullity  of  the  above- 
nunttoned  gruts. 

As  I  flatter  myself  that  tfaeM  explanationi  will 
remove  every  obsCacle  to  the  ratification  of  the 
liea^  by  His  Catholic  Bfqesty,  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  you  have  not  that  ratification  to  ez- 
elunge,  nor  the  power  to  give  a  pledge  which 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  ratification.  The  six 
months  within  which  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations were  stt|)ulated  hr  the  treaty  having 
elapsed,  by  the  prmciples  of  onr  Constitution  the 
question  whether  it  shall  now  be  accepted  must 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  for  their  advice  and  con- 
sent. To  give  a  last  and  signal  proof  of  the  ear- 
nest wish  of  this  Qovonment  to  Iwing  to  a  con- 
clusion these  long-standing  and  unhappy  difioren- 
ces  with  Spain,  the  President  will  so  far  receive 
that  solemn  promise  of  immediate  ratification, 
upon  the  arrival  of  your  messenger  at  Madrid, 
which,  in  yow  note  of  the  19th  ultimo,  you  de- 
clare yourself  anthorizedt  in  the  name  of  your 
sovereign,  to  give,  as  tosabmit  it  to  the  Senate  of 
the  Uuted  States  whether  they  will  advise  and 
consent  to  accept  it  for  the  ratification  of  the 
United  States  heretofore  given. 

But  it  is  proper  to  apfif^  you  that,  if  this  offer 
be  iu>t  accepted,  the  United  States,  besides  being 
entitled  to  resume  alt  the  rights,  claims,  and  pre- 
tensions which  they  had  renounced  by  the  treaty, 
can  no  longer  consent  to  relioquiiifa  their  claims 
of  indonnity.  and  those  of  their  citizens,  from 
Spain,  for  aill  the  injuries  which  they  have  stif- 
fered,  and  are  suffering,  by  the  delay  of  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  to  ratify  the  treaty.  The  amount  of 
claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which 
existed  at  the  time  when  the  treaty  was  signed, 
far  exceeded  that  which  the  United  States  ctm- 
sented  to  aecept  as  indemnity.  Their  right  of 
territory  wa^  and  yet  is,  to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  I 
am  instrncted  to  declare  that,  if  any  further  delay 
to  the  ratification  by  His  Catholic  Majerty  of  the 
treaty  should  occur,  thcr  United  States  could  not 


hereafter  accept  either  of  ^,000,000  for  the  in- 
demnities due  to  their  citizens  by  Spain,  nor  of 
the  Sabine  for  the  boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Spanish  territories. 

Please  to  accept  the  renewed  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  crasideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


General  Don  FirmcUco  Dioniaio  Vivea  to  the  &crefavy 
of  State. 

Washington,  Mu/  5, 1820. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  in  pursuance  of  what  I  expressed  to  you  in 
both  our  late  conferences,  I  have  to  state  to  yoa 
that  I  am  satisfied  upon  the  first  point  of  the  pro- 
posals contained  in  my  note  of  tne  14th  ultimo, 
and  am  persuaded  that,  if  the  existing  laws  en- 
acted for  the  suroression  of  piracy  should  prove 
inadequate,  more  ^ectnal  measures  will  be  adtqrted 
by  yotu  Gtovo-nment  fiu-  the  attainment  of  th^t 
important  object. 

I  also  admit  as  satisfactory  the  answer  given  to 
the  second  point,  but  I  caimot  assent  to  your  as- 
sertion that  the  laws  of  this  country  have  always 
been  competent  to  the  prevention  of  the  exeeasea 
compUined  of,  it  bemg  quite  notorions  that  tlw 
expedition  alluded  to  lus  not  been  the  only  me 
set  on  foot  for  the  invasion  of  His  Majesty's  do- 
minions; and  it  is,  therefore,  not  swivisiDg  that 
the  King,  my  Lord^  should  give  credit  to  the  ii^ 
formation  received  m  relation  to  that  ezpeditioii, 
or  that  he  should  now  require  of  your  Govern- 
ment a  idedge  that  the  integrity  of  the  Bpanisli 
possessions  in  North  America  shall  be  respecttd. 

I  mentioned  to  yon,  in  conference,  and  X  now 
repeat  it,  that  the  answer  to  the  third  point  was 
not  such  as  I  could,  agreeably  to  the  nature  of  my 
instructions^  accept  as  being  satisfactory;  and  that, 
althoufh  His  Majesty  might  not  have  required  oi 
any  of  the  European  Oovemments  the  declaration 
which  he  has  required  of  yours,  yet  that  ou^t 
not  to  be  considered  as  unreasonable,  it  being  weU 
known  to  the  KixXf  my  master^  that  those  Got- 
emments,  so  ftr  nom  being  disposed  to  wish  to 
recognise  the  insurgent  Governments  of  the  Span- 
ish colonies,  had  declined  the  invitation  intimated 
to  them  some  time  past  by  yours,  to  acknowledge 
the  pretended  Republic  of  Buoios  Ayres.  I 
notwithstanding  renew  to  you  the  assurance  that 
I  will  submit  to  His  Majestjr  the  verbal  discussiott 
we  have  had  upon  this  point,  and  accompany  it 
with  such  additional  arguments  as  will,  in  my 
judgment,  probably  determine  His  Majesty  to  de- 
clare himself  to  be  satisfied  therewith. 

In  the  event  of  the  King's  receiving  as  satisfac- 
tory the  answer  of  your  Qovernment  to  the  tiiird 
point  of  my  proposus,  the  abrogation  of  the  granta 
will  be  attended  with  no  difficulty ;  nor  has  that 
ever  been  the  chief  motive  for  suspwding  the  rat* 
ification  oF  the  treaty }  for  the  thorough  eompt«- 
hension  of  which  I  waive  at  present  any  reply  to 
the  remarks  which  you  are  pleased  to  oner  on  that 
topic.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  stating  to 
you  that,  in  discussing  with  yoa  the  vaUdity  or  the 
nullity  u  the  giaatt  above  mentioned,  X  tUBntf 
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taid  that,  "  in  my  private  opinion,  thejr  are  null 
mod  Toid,  throagh  the  inability  of  tbe  graoteea  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  the  law." 

It  is  to  me  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  I  have 
it  not  in  my  power  to  repeat  tbe  solemn  promise 
that  His  Majesty  will  ratify  tbe  treaty ;  inasmuch 
-as  I  cannot,  agreeaUy  to  my  instructions,  accept 
as  satisfactory  the  answer  given  to  the  third  point 
of  mv  proposals.  I  am,  however,  persuaded  that 
His  Majesty,  upon  consideration  of  the  repmen-- 
tation  which  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  lay  before 
fafan,  and  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  your  Govern- 
ment for  withholding  its  assent  to  tbe  third  point, 
will  consider  himself  as  satisfied,  and  ratify  the 
treaty. 

I  nirther  conceive  it  my  duty  to  state  to  you 
that,  at  the  time  when  I  communicated  to  your 
Qovernment  the  substance  of  my  preseot  answer, 
I  mentioned,  speaking  of  my  individual  capacity, 
thaL  although  I  had  no  official  information  of  it, 
yet  I  consider  as  authentic  the  current  intelligence 
of  an  important  change  said  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  Qovernment  of  Spain;  and  that  this  cir- 
cumstance alone  would  impose  on  me  the  obliga- 
tioB  of  giving  no  greater  latitude  to  my  promise 
previous  to  my  receiving  new  instructions. 

I  therefinc  hope  thai  your  Ctorerunent,  upon 
consideration  of  what  I  hare  now  submitted  to 
you,  and  of  the  contents  of  my  former  notes,  will 
ap«B  to  wait  the  final  decision  of  the  King,  my 
maater,  nptm  the  only  point  still  pending,  and  the 
adjustment  of  which  uaotwithin  my  competency; 
80  that  the  past  difi'erences  nuiy  be  satisfactorily 
terminated,  and  tbe  treaty  receive  its  final  accom- 
]Ai^ment;  thereby  securing  and  perpetuating  a 
p«fect  harmony  and  good  undeFstanding  between 
tiie  two  Governmrats. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 
tinguished c<Hisideration.  I  pray  God  to  preserve 
TM  many  years. 

FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 


Thit  Swrdarj/  of  SUUe  to  Gena-al  Vines. 

Dbfabtment  of  State, 

WaOwngUmyMay^  1820. 
■  Sir.:  In  tbe  letter  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  receiving  from  you,  dated  yesterday,  you  observe 
that  you  renew  tbe  assurance  that  yon  will  submit 
to  His  Majesty  the  verbal  diflcnssion  we  liave  had 
on  the  third  point,  concerning  which  you  were 
instructed  to  ask  for  explanations.  I  have  to  re- 
quested yon  to  state  specifically  tbe  representation 
wbhih  you  propose  to  make  to  His  Migesty  of 
what  i^ssed  between  us  in  conference  on  this 
subject. 

'  I  pray  you  to  accept  the  renewed  assurance  of 
my  diatmguished  constdeiation. 

JOHN  aumCY  ADAMS. 


Qenenl  Don  fhinmco  DioniAio  Vivu  to  <A«  Seatiafy 
0/ State. 
Wasbingtoh,  Jifoy  7, 1820. 
Sir  :  I  hare  received  the  note  yon  were  pleased 
to  address  to  me  of  yesterday's  date^  and,  in  answer 


thereto,  I  have  to  state  that  the  verbal  discnasioB 
between  us  upon  the  third  point  of  my  proposals 
is  comprised  m  your  note  oi  the  3d,  and  m  my  re- 
ply of  tbe  5tb  instant ;  and  that,  consegueotly,  the 
statement  of  it  which  I  shall  tramunit  n>r  Hia  Ma- 
jesty's information  will  be  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  tenor  of  the  said  notes. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  high  esteem, 
and  1  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

FRANCISCO  D.  YiVSS. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  General  Don  fiuacUeo  Dio- 
msio  ViveSf  Env<»i  ExtraorMaary  and  Mmiattr 
PUnipotetOiaTy  of  ^Mrin. 

Department  of  Statb, 

Wa^wffton,  Map  8. 18^ 
Sir:  In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
writing  to  you  on  the  3d  instant,  it  was  observed 
that  all  reference  would  readily  be  waived  to  the 
delays  which  have  retarded  the  ratification  by  His 
Catholic  Majesty  of  the  treaty  of  the  33d  February, 
1819,  and  all  disquisition  upon  the  perfect  right  of 
the  United  States  to  that  ratification,  in  the  con- 
fident expectation  that  it  would  be  immediatelr 
given  upon  the  arrival  of  your  messenger  at  Mad- 
rid, and  subject  to  your  compliaoce  with  the  pro- 
posal ofiered  you  in  the  same  note,  a*  the  last  pnxtf 
which  the  President  could  give  of  his  idiance 
upon  the  termination  of  the  differences  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain  by  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty. 

This  proposal  was,  that,  upon  the  ei^lanalioos 
given  you  on  all  the  points  noticed  in  your  instruc- 
tions, and  with  which  you  had  admitted  yourself 
to  be  personally  satisfied,  you  should  give  the 
solemn  promise,  in  the  name  of  yooi  sovereign, 
which,  by  you^  note  of  the  19th  ultimo,  you  had 
declared  yourself  authorized  to  pledge,  that  the 
ratification  should  be  given  immediatdy  upon  the 
arrival  of  your  messenger  at  Madrid :  which  pro- 
mise the  President  consented  so  far  to  receive  as 
to  submit  the  question  for  the  adviee  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  whether  the 
ntiflcatiou  of  Spain  should,  under  these  circum- 
stances, be  accqpted  in  exchange  for  that  of  the 
United  States  huetofore  givoi.  But  tbe  Ptaddent 
has,  with  great  r^ret,  perceived  by  your  note  of 
tbe  15th  instant  that  you  declinegiviog  even  that 
unconditional  promise  upon  two  allegations ;  one, 
that,  although  the  explaoatioDS  j^ven  you  on  one 
of  the  points  mentioned  in  your  note  of  the  14th 
ultimo  are  satisfactory  to  yourself,  end  you  hope 
and  believe  will  prove  so  to  your  soverdgo,  they 
still  were  not  such  as  you  were  authorized  oy  your 
instructions  to  accept ;  and  the  other,  that  you  are 
informed  a  great  change  has  recently  occurred  in 
the  Government  of  Spain,  which  circumstance 
alone  would  prevent  you  from  giving  a  further 
latitude  to  your  promise  previous  to  your  receiving 
new  instructions. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  indiniensaUy  necessary  lo 
show  the  absolute  obUgatiim  by  which  Hia  Catko- 
lic  Majesty  was  boniid  to  ratify  the  treaty  irithki 
the  term  stipulated  by  one  of  its  articles,  that  the 
reasons  alleged  for  his  withholding  the  iaiifi«ar 
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tion  are  aitogetber  iosufficient  for  the  jastifica- 
tion  of  tbat  measure,  and  that  the  United  States 
hare  suffered  hy  it  the  Tiolation  of  a  perfect  right, 
for  which  ihey  are  justly  entitled  to  indemmty 
and  satisfaction — a  right  further  corroborated  by 
the  consideration  tbat  the  refusal  of  ratification 
necessarily  included  the  oon-fulfiltaent  of  anothw 
compact  between  the  parties  which  had  been  rat- 
ified— the  conreation  of  August,  1802. 

While  ren'etling  the  nec^isily  of  producing  this 
proof,  I  wilTiii^iy  repeat  the  expression  of  my  sat- 
isfaction at  being  relieved  from  that  of  enlarging 
upon  other  topics  of  an  unpleasant  character.  1 
shall  allude  to  none  of  those  upon  which  ^ou  have 
admitted  the  explanations  given  to  besatis&ctory, 
considering  them  as  no  longer  subjects  of  discus- 
uon  between  us  or  oar  Governments.  I  shall  with 
pleasure  forbear  noticing  any  remarks  in  your 
notes  concerning  me,  which  might  otherwise  re- 
quire animadvosioo. 

With  the  view  of  confining  this  letter  to  the 
(wly  point  upon  which  further  observation  is  ne- 
cessary, it  will  be  proper  to  state  the  present  aspect 
of  the  relations  between  the  contracting  parties. 

The  treaty  of  the  23d  February,  1819,  was  signed 
after  a  succession  of  negotiations  of  nearly  twenty 
years*  duration,  in  which  all  the  causes  of  differ- 
ence between  the  two  nations  had  been  thoroughly 
discussed,  and  with  a  final  adnussion  on  the  part 
of  Spain  that  there  were  existing  just  claims  on 
her  Government,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  five 
millions  dollars,  due  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  provision 
wasmadabythetieanr*  ItwassignedbyaMinister 
who  had  been  several  years  residing  in  the  United 
States  in  constant  and  unionittea  exertions  to 
maintain  the  interests  and  pretensions  of  Spain 
involved  in  the  negotiation — signed  after  producing 
a  full  power,  by  which,  in  terms  as  solemn  and  as 
sacred  as  the  band  of  a  sovereign  can  subscribe, 
His  Catholic  Majesty  had  promised  to  approve, 
ratify,  and  fulfil  whatever  should  be  stipulated  and 
signed  by  him. 

Xou  will  permit  me  to  repeat  that,  by  every 
principle  of  natural  right,  and  by  the  universal  as- 
sent of  civilized  nations,  nothing  can  release  the 
honor  of  a  sovereign  from  the  obligation  of  a 
uomise  thus  unquaOfied,  without  the  proof  that 
his  Minister  has  signed  stipulations  unwarranted 
by  his  instructions.  The  exjffesB  autbcnitj  of  two 
of  the  most  eminent  writers  upon  national  law  to 
thii  point  were  cited  in  Mr.  Forsyth's  letter  of  2d 
Octolier,  1818,  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando.  The 
words  of  Valtel  are :  "  But  to  refuse  with  honor 
to  ratify  that  which  has  been  concluded  in  virtue 
of  a  full  power,  the  sovereign  must  have  strong 
and  solid  reasons  for  it ;  and,  particularity,  he  must 
show  that  his  Minister  transcended  his  instruc- 
tions"* The  words  of  Martens  are:  "Every 
thing  that  has  been  stipulated  by  an  agent,  in 


*  "  Msis  pour  reftiser  ivec  honneur  de  ratificr  ce 
qui  a  6li  cooctu^  so  vertn  d'un  pUin-pooToir,  il  fsut 
que  le  BOBTeniB  en  ait  d«  fortes  et  aolidM  raisons,  et 
qu'il  fasse  voir,  en  particalier,  que  son  ouBistrs  a'est 
teaiti  de  ses  iostmcUons. — L^.  9,€h.Vt,i  166. 


conformity  to  his  full  powers,  ought  to  become  ob- 
ligatory on  the  State  from  the  moment  of  sisiiing, 
without  ever  waiting  for  the  ratification.  How- 
ever, not  to  expose  a  State  to  the  orors  of  a  single 
person,  it  is  now  become  a  general  maxim  that 
public  conventions  do  not  become  obligatory  until 
ratified.  The  motive  of  this  custom  clearly  proves 
that  the  ratification  can  never  be  refused  with  jus- 
tice, except  when  he  who  is  charged  with  the  ne- 

?:otiation,  keeping  within  the  extent  of  his  public 
ull  powers,  has  vone  beyond  hissecret  instructions, 
and  consequently  rendered  himself  liable  to  pun- 
ishmeot,or  when  the  other  party  refuses  to  ratify."* 
In  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo^  you  observe  that 
these  positions  have  alreadjr  been  refuted  by  your 
Government,  which  makes  it  necessary  to  inquire, 
as  I  with  ^reat  relueunee  do,  how  they  have  been 
refuted. 

The  Duke  of  San  Fernando,  in  his  xefAy  to  this 
letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  says,  maintains,  and  repeats, 
"  that  the  very  authorities  cited  by  Mr.  Forsyth 
literally  declare  that  the  sovereign,  for  strong 
and  solid  reasons,  or  if  his  Minister  has  exceed- 
ed his  instructions,  may  refuse  his  ratification ; 
(  VatUl,  book  2,  tAap.  12,)  and  that  public  treaties 
are  not  obligatory  until  ratified." — i&rtens,  boot  2, 
chap.  3.  See  note.  In  these  citations  the  Dnke  of 
San  Fernando  has  substituted  for  the  connective 
term  and,  in  Vattel,  which  makes  the  prottf 
instructions  transcended  indispensable  to  justify 
the  refusal  of  ratification,  the  disjunctive  tena 
or,  which  presents  it  as  an  alternative,  and  unne- 
cemoy  on  the  contingency  of  other  existing  and 
solid  reasons.  Vattel  says  the  soverngn  nmst 
have  Strang  and  solid  reasons,  and  particulariy 
mvsl  show  that  the  Minister  transeoided  his  in- 
structions. Vattel  not  only  makes  the  breach  of 
instructions  indispensable,  out  puts  upon  the  sov- 
ereign the  obligation  of  proving  it.  The  Duke  of 
San  Fwnando  cites  Vattel  not  only  as  admitting 
that  other  reasons,  without  a  breach  of  instructions, 
may  justify  a  refusal  of  ratification,  but  tbat  the 
mere  fact  of  such  a  breach  would  also  justify  the 
refused,  without  requiring  that  the  soveraga  alleg- 
ing should  pore  it. 

Is  this  refutation  1 

The  only  observation  that  I  shaU  pnmit  myself 
to  make  upon  it  is,  to  mark  how  conclusive  the 
authority  of  the  passage  in  Vattel  must  have  been 
to  the  mind  of  him  who  thus  transformed  it  to^e 
purpose  for  which  be  was  contending.  The  cita- 


*  "  Ce  qui  a  k\k  stipule  par  un  sufaallerofl  en  con- 
formity de  aon  ptain-poaToir  devient  &  Is  rigueur  obli- 
gatoire  pour  la  nation  du  moment  mdme  de  la  signature 
aana  que  la  ratification  soit  n^cessaire.  Cependant, 
pour  DS  pas  abandonner  le  sort  das  itals  aux  arrears 
d'un  aeuJ,  il  a  ^t^  introduit  par  un  usage  g^D^rale- 
ment  reconnu  que  les  conventions  pabliques  ne  de^en- 
nent  obligatoires  que  lorsqu'elles  ont  6te  ratifi^ea.  Le 
motif  de  cet  uaage  indique  aasez  qa'on  ne  peut  j  pro- 
Toquer  avec  justice,  que  loraque  celui  qui  eat  cbsrgd 
dea  affaires  de  I'etat,  en  b«  tenant  dana  lea  bomes  de 
aon  plein-ptHivoir  publique,  a  ftanebi  cells,  de  son  ia- 
structira  aecraUe,  et  que,  par  cooa^nent,  il  a'est  r^pdn 
pnnisssblc."— Zsv.  3,  cA.  3,  $  31. 
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tion  from  Martens  receives  the  same  treatment 
The  Doke  of  San  Fernando  takes  by  itself  a  part 
of  a  sentence — "  that  public  treaties  are  not  obli- 
gatcvy  until  ratified."  He  omits  the  preceding 
sentence,  by  which  Martens  asserts  tbat  a  treaty 
signed  in  conformity  to  full  powers  is  in  rigor 
oUi^toiy  from  the  moment  of  signature,  without 
waiting  for  the  ratification.  He  omits  the  part  of 
the  sentence  cited,  which  ascribes  tbe  necessity  of 
a  ratification  to  a  usage  founded  upon  the  danger 
of  exposing  a  State  to  the  errors  of  its  Minister. 
He  omits  the  fidlowing  sentence,  which  exf^cidy 
asserts  this  niage  can  nerer  be  resorted  to  in 
iostifieation  of  a  refusal  to  ratify^  unless  when  the 
Minister  has  exceeded  bis  secret  instructions ;  and 
thus,  with  this  half  of  a  sentence,  strimied  of  all 
its  qoalifying  context,  the  Dahe  brings  Martens  to 
assert  that  which  be  most  explicitly  denies, 
la  this  refutation  ? 

While  upon  this  subject,  permit  me  to  refer  yon 
to  another  passage  oi  Vattel,  which  I  the  more 
readily  cite^  because,  independent  of  its  weight  as 
authority,  it  places  this  obligation  of  sovereigns 
upon  its  immoveable  foundation  of  eternal  justice 
in  the  law  of  nature.  "  It  is  shown  by  the  law  of 
nature  that  he  who  has  made  a  promise  to  any  one 
has  conferred  upon  him  a  true  right  to  require  the 
thing  promised;  and  that,  consequently,  not  to 
keep  a  perfect  pomise  is  to  violate  the  right  of 
anotho',  and  is  as  manifeet  an  injustice  as  that  of 
depriviiig  a  person  of  his  property.  All  the  tran- 
quillity, thehapjHness,  and  security  of  tbe  human 
race  rest  on  justice,  on  the  obligation  of  paying  a 
r^ard  to  the  rights  of  others.  The  respect  of 
others  for  our  rights  of  domain  and  property  consti- 
tutes the  security  of  our  actual  possessions.  The 
faith  of  promises  is  our  security  for  the  things  tbat 
cannot  be  delivered  or  executed  on  the  spot.  There 
would  be  no  more  security,  no  longer  any  com- 
merce between  mankind,  did  theynotlielieve  them- 
selves oblieed  to  preserve  their  faith  and  keep  their 
word.  This  obligation  is  then  as  necessary  as  it 
is  natural  and  indubitable  between  nations  that 
live  together  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  acknowledge 
no  superior  upon  earth,  to  maintain  order  and  peace 
in  their  society.  Nations  and  thdr  cmductors 
ought,  then,  to  keep  their  promises  and  their  trea- 
ties inviolable.  This  great  truth,  though  too  often 
ne^ected  in  practice,  is  generally  acknowledged 
by  all  nations."* 

*  "On  dimontre  en  droit  nstoiel,  qae  eelai  qui 
womet  d  qnaJqa'un  s  loi  confirm  un  vMtable  droit 
d'sziger  la  chose  promise;  et  que,  par  eoni^qnent, 
ne  point  garder  uoe  promesse  parftite,  c*csl  violer  le 
droit  d'sutmi,  c'est  une  injostics  aussi  maniieate  qas 
cells  da  dtootiiUw  qnclqa'nn  de  son  bieu.  Toate  la 
tranqaiDite^  Is  boaheur,  et  la  sdratA  du  genre  hnmain 
repossnt  sar  la  jastice*  sur  robligstioo  de  respecter  les 
droits  d'sotmi.  Le  respect  d«s  autres  pour  nos  droits 
de  dotoaioe  et  de  propniti  fait  U  adret^  de  noa  pos- 
■essions  actoelles ;  la  foi  des  promesses  eat  notre  gsraot 
pour  les  chosea  qui  ne  peuvent  dtre  lin^  ou  ex^u- 
t£ea  aur-Ie-chsmp.  Plus  de  sflret^,  plus  de  eommeres, 
entre  les  homraes,  a'ila  ne  le  croient  point  obUg^  de 
garder  la  fin,  de  tenir  knr  parals.  Catte  obUgation 
eat,  done,  aniisi  ndeessain  qu'elle  est  natntelle  et  inda- 


The  melancholy  allusion  to  the  frequent  jHrmctr- 
cal  neglect  of  this  unquestionable  princi|rie  would 
affiird  a  safficient  reply  to  your  assertion  that  the 
ratification  of  treaties  has  often  been  refused,  though 
signed  by  Ministers  with  unqualified  full  powers, 
and  without  breach  of  their  instructions.  No  case 
can  be  cited  by  you  in  which  such  a  refusal  bai 
been  justly  givoi ;  and  the  Ihct  of  refusal,  sepusle 
from  the  justice  of  the  case,  amounts  to  no  man 
than  the  asstf  tion  diat  sovereigns  have  oSbm  vio- 
lated their  engagements  and  their  duties ;  the  oUi- 
^tion  of  His  C^thoUc  Mt|jesty  to  ratify  the  treaty- 
signed  hy  Mr.  Onis  is  therdbre  eomidete. 

The  sixte«ith  and  last  article  of  tnis  treaty  is  ia 
the  following  words :  "  The  present  treaty  sAofi 
be  mtiJUAf  in  due  form,  by  the  contracting  parties, 
and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  six 
months  from  this  time,  or  sooner  if  pouilleJ'  On 
the  faith  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  promise,  the 
treaty  was,  immediately  after  its  signature,  ratified 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and,  on  the  18th 
of  May  following,  Mr.  Forsyth,  by  an  official  note, 
informed  the  Miurquis  of  Casa  Yrujo,  then  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Anairs  at  Madrid,  that  the  treaty, 
duly  ratified  by  the  United  States,  had  been  in- 
trusted to  him  by  the  President,  and  that  he  was 
prepared  to  exchange  it  for  the  ratification  of 
Spain.  He  added  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  en- 
gagement, it  was  desiraUe  that  the  earliest  ex- 
change should  be  mad^  and  tiiat  the  American 
ship  of  war  Hwnet  was  waiting  in  the  faarhor  of 
Cadiz,  destined  in  a  few  days  to  the  United  States, 
and  affinding  an  opoorhmlty  pecnliarlf  conveni- 
ent of  transmitting  the  ntifiM  ttealy  to  the  United 
States. 

No  answer  having  been  returned  to  this  note,  on 
the  4th  of  June  Mr.  Forsyth  addressed  to  the  same 
Minister  a  second,  urging,  in  the  most  respectfol 
terms,  the  necessity  oftfae  departure  of  the  Hornet, 
the  just  expectation  of  the  United  States  that  the 
ratified  treaty  would  be  transmitted  by  that  vessd, 
and  the  disappointment  which  crald  not  ftil  to 
ensue  should  she  return  without  it. 

After  fifteen  days  of  further  delay,  on  the  19th 
of  June^  Mr.  Forsyth  was  informed  by  a  note  from 
Mr.  Salmon,  snecessor  to  the  hfarqnis  of  Casa 
Yrujo,  that  "  His  Majesty,  on  reflecting  on  the 
neat  importance  and  interest  of  the  treaty  in  ques- 
tion was  under  the  indispensable  necesssity  of  ex- 
amining it  with  the  greatest  caution  and  deliben- 
tion  before  he  proceeded  to  ratify  it,  and  this  was 
he  was  enabled  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Forsy^ 
on  that  point." 

Thus,  after  the  lajee  of  more  than  a  month  from 
the  time  of  Mr.  Forsyth's  first  notej  and  of  more 
than  two  months  from  the  time  when  your  Gov- 
ernment had  received  the  treaty,  with  uowle^ge 


bitable  entro  les  nations  qui  vireat  ensemble  dans 
r^tat  de  nature,  et  qui  ne  eonaaiaaent  point  de  aup^ 
rieur  lur  la  terre,  pour  maintenir  I'ordre  et  la  paix 
dana  leur  soctili.  Xes  nations  et  lenra  eondactenn 
doivent,  donc>  garder  inviolablement  lean  preieaaee 
et  leuTs  trahea.  Cette  grande  v4rit6,  qnoiqas  tivp 
sonvent  negligee  dans  la  pratique,  est  g<n<ialsMiaait 
rsconnsj  datoaleslesnaliona.**— Iii^  S,  cA.  11;  S  188. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1429 


APPENDIX. 


1430 


^tam—RoHfioatiw  of  the  Traaty  of  1819. 


that  it  had  been  ratified  bv  the  United  States,  the 
ratification  of  a  treaty  wnieh  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty had  solemnly  promised,  so  that  it  might  be 
exchanged  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  its 
signature,  or  tooner  if  powQ^,  waK  withheld  merely 
to  gire  time  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  examine  it ; 
and  this  treaty  was  the  result  of  a  twenty  years* 
negotiation,  in  which  every  article  and  subject 
coDtained  in  it  had  been  derated  and  sifted  to  the 
utnuwt  satiety  between  the  parties,  both  at  Wash- 
ington and  Madrid — a  treaty  in  which  the  stipula- 
tions by  the  Spanish  Minister  had  been  sanctioned 
snccessiTe  references  of  every  point  to  his  own 
Cwremment,  and  were,  by  the  formal  admission 
of  your  own  note,  fully  within  the  compass  of  his 
instructions. 

If,  Doder  the  feeling  of  such  a  procedure  on  the 
part  of  the  Spanish  Government,  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  appealed  to  the  just  rights  of 
his  country  In  expressions  suited  more  to  the  sense 
of  its  wrongs  than  to  the  courtesies  of  European 
diplomacy,  nothing  had  till  then  occurred  which 
could  have  restrained  your  Qovernment  from  ask- 
ing of  him  any  explanation  which  could  be  neces- 
sary for  fixing  its  determination  upon  the  ratifica- 
tion. No  ocplanatioD  was  asked  of  him. 

Nearly  two  months  aflerwards,  on  the  10th  of 
August,  Mr.  Forsyth  was  informed  that  the  King 
would  not  come  to  a  final  decision  upon  the  rati- 
fication without  previously  entering  into  several 
explanations  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  to  some  of  which  that  Government  had 
given  rise,  and  that  His  Majesty  had  charged  a 
person  po^essed  of  his  full  confidence,  who  would 
forthwith  make  known  to  the  United  States  His 
Majesty's  intentions.  Mr.  Forsyth  offered  himself 
to  give  every  eiplanatipn  which  could  be  justly  re- 
quired ;  but  your  Gtovernment  declined  receiving 
them  from  htm,  assigning  to  him  the  shortness  of 
the  time — a  reason  altogether  different  from  that 
which  you  now  atlcjge,  of  the  disrespectful  char- 
acter oi  his  communications. 

From  the  10th  of  Aueust  till  the  14th  of  last 
month,  a  period  of  more  tban  eight  months,  passed 
over,  during  which  no  inhumation  was  given  by 
yonx  Govemment  of  the  nature  of  the  explana- 
tions which  would  be  required.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  by  a  Ibrbearance  per- 
hajM  unexampled  in  human  history,  has  patiently 
waited  for  yoiur  arrival,  always  ready  to  give,  in 
candor  and  sincerity,  every  explanation  that  could 
with  any  propriety  be  demanded.  What,  then, 
must  have  been  the  sentiments  of  the  President 
upon  finding,  by  your  note  of  the  14th  ultimo, 
that,  instead  of  explanations,  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty has  instructed  you  to  demand  the  u^tiation 
of  another  treaty,  and  to  call  upon  the  United 
States  for  stipulations  derogatory  to  their  honor, 
and  incompatible  with  their  duties  as  an  indepen- 
dent nation  7  What  must  be  the  feelings  of  this 
nation  to  learn  that,  when  called  upon  to  state 
whether  you  were  the  tx^er  of  His  Catholic 
Mijesty*s  ratification  of  the  treaty  to  be  exchanged 
upon  the  explanations  d«nanded  being  given,  you 
cxplicitiy  answered  that  tou  were  not?  And, 
when  required  to  say  whether  you  are  authorized. 


as  a  substitute  for  the  ratification,  to  give  the 
sledge  of  immediate  possession  of  the  territory 
from  which  the  acknowledged  just  claims  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  were  stipulated  to  be 
indemnified,  you  still  answer  that  you  are  not; 
but  refer  us  back  to  a  solemn  promise  of  the  King, 
already  pledged  befoce  in  the  full  power  to  your 
predecessor,  and  to  a  ratification  as  soon  as  possi- 
Ue,  alreadv  stipulated  in  vain  by  the  treaty  which 
he,  in  full  conformity  to  his  instructions,  had 
signed  ? 

The  ratification  of  that  treaty  can  now  no 
longer  be  accepted  by  this  Government  without 
the  concurrence  of  a  Constitutional  majority  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  it  must 
be  again  referred.  Yet  even  this  promise  you 
were,  by  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  informed 
that,  rather  than  abandon  the  last  hope  of  obtain- 
ing the  fulfihnent  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  pro- 
mise already  given,  the  President  would,  so  far  as 
was  constitutionally  within  his  power,  yet  accept. 

The  assurances  which  you  had  given  me,  in 
the  first  jwrsonal  confereuce  between  us.  of  your 
own  entire  satisfaction  with  the  explanati(ms 

given  you  upon  upon  all  the  points  on  which  you 
ad  been  instructed  to  ask  them,  would  natundhr 
have  led  to  the  expectation  that  the  promise  wfaien 
you  was  authorized  to  give  would,  at  least^  not  be 
withheld.  From  your  letter  of  the  5di  instant, 
however,  it  appears  that  no  discretion  has  been 
left  you  to  pledge  even  His  Majesty's  promise  of 
ratification  in  tlie  event  of  your  being  yourself 
satisfied  with  the  explanations  upon  ail  the  points 
desired ;  that  the  only  promise  you  can  give  is  eon- 
ditional,  and  the  condition  a  point  upon  which 
yoiu*  Government,  when  they  prescribed,  could 
not  but  know  it  was  inpoemU  that  the  United 
States  should  comply — a  condition  incompatible 
with  their  indq>endence,  their  neutrality,  their 
justice,  and  their  honor. 

It  was  also  a  condition  which  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty had  not  tiie  shadow  of  a  rigrbt  to  prescribe. 
The  treaty  had  been  signed  by  Mr.  Onis  with  a> 
full  knowledge  that  no  such  engagement  as  that 
contemplated  by  it  would  ever  be  acceded  to  by 
the  American  GtoTernment,  and  after  long  and  un- 
wearied efibrts  to  obtaih  it.  The  difierances  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain  had  no  con- 
nexion with  the  war  between  Spain  and  South 
America.  The  object  of  the  treaty  was  to  settle 
the  boundaries,  and  adjust  and  provide  for  the 
claims  between  your  nation  and  ours ;  and  Spain, 
at  no  time,  could  have  a  right  to  require  that  any 
stipulation  concerning  the  contest  between  her  and 
her  colonies  should  be  connected  witli  it.  As  His 
Catholic  Majesty  could  not  justly  require  it  during 
the  negotiation  of  that  treaty,  still  less  could  it  af- 
ford a  justification  for  withholding  his  promised 
ratification  after  it  was  concluded. 

The  proposal  which,  at  a  jffior  period,  had  been 
made  or  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
some  of  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe,  for  a 
recognition,  in  concert,  of  the  independence  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  was  founded,  as  I  hare  observed  to 
you,  upon  an  ounion  then  and  still  entertained 
that  this  recognition  must,  and  would  at  no  very 
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remote  period,  be  made  hj  Spain  herself }  that  the 
joint  ■ecnowledgment  bV  several  of  the  principal 
Powers  of  the  world  at  tne  same  time  might  prob- 
aUy  induce  Spain  the  sooner  to  accede  to  to  that 
necesMtf.  in  which  she  must  cdtimalely  aeqaiesce, 
and  would  thereby  hasten  an  event  juropitious  to 
her  own  interests  by  terminating  a  simple  in 
which  she  is  wasUng  her  streogto  and  resources 
without  a  possibility  of  success — an  erent  ardently 
to  be  desired  by  every  friend  of  humanity  afflicted 
by  the  coDtinual  horrors  of  a  war,  cruel  and  san- 
guinary almost  beyond  example;  an  event  not 
.only  desirable  to  the  tmhappy  people  who  are  suf- 
fering the  complicated  distresses  and  calamities  of 
this  war,  but  to  all  the  natioos  having  relations  of 
amity  and  of  commerce  with  them.  This  propo- 
sal, founded  upon  such  motives,  far  fromgiviDgto 
Spain  the  right  to  claim  of  the  United  States  an 
engagement  not  to  recognise  the  South  American 
Oovemments,  ought  to  have  been  considered  by 
Spain  as  sroof  at  once  of  the  moderation  and  dis- 
cretion of  the  United  States :  as  crideDce  of  their 
disposition  to  discard  all  selfish  or  exclosive  views 
in  the  adoption  of  a  measure  which  they  de^ed 
wise  and  just  in  itself,  but  nkost  likely  to  prove 
^cacious  by  a  common  adoption  of  it,  in  a  spirit 
entirely  paci&c,  in  concert  with  other  nations, 
rather  than  by  a  precipitate  resort  to  it  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Stales  alone. 

The  conditional  promise,  therefore,  now  offered 
by  voo,  instead  of  the  positive  one  which  you  had 
deciarnl  yourself  authorized  to  give,  cannot  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  President;  and  I  am  constrained  to 
observe  that  he  can  consider  the  procedure  of  your 
Qovernment,  in  thus  providing  you  with  powers 
and  instrucuons  utterly  inefficient  for  the  conolu- 
non  of  the  negotiation  with  which  you  are  charged, 
in  no  other  light  than  as  ivoceeding  from  a  deter- 
miiMtion  «i  its  part  still  to  protract  and  baffle  its 
final  successful  issue.  Under  thew  eireumstaaces, 
he  deems  it  his  dnty  to  salmiit  the  correspondence 
which  has  passed  between  us,  sioce  your  arrival, 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  it  will  belong  to  decide  how  far 
the  United  States  can  yet,  consistently  with  their 
duties  to  themselves,  and  the  rights  of  their  citi- 
znis,  authorize  the  further  delay  requested  in  your 
note  of  the  5th  instant. 

In  the  conclusion  of  that  note  you  have  re- 
marked, alluding  to  a  great  change  which  appears 
to  have  taken  place  since  your  departure  from 
Madrid  in  the  Government  of  Spain,  that  this 
circumstance  alone  Would  impose  on  you  the  ob- 
lig|ation  of  giving  no  greater  latitude  to  your  pro- 
mise previons  to  your  receiviog  new  instructions. 
If  I  have  uikderstood  you  right,  your  intention  is 
to  remark  that  this  circumstance  alone  would  re- 
alrain  you,  in  any  event,  from  giving^  without  new 
instructions,  the  unconditional  promise  of  ratifica- 
tion, which,  in  a  former  note,  you  had  declared 
yoursdf  authorized,  in  the  name  of  jrour  Sover- 
eign, to  give.  This  seems  to  be  equivalent  to  a 
declaration  that  you  consider  your  powers  them- 
selves, in  the  extent  to  which  they  were  intrusted 
to  you,  as  suspended  by  the  events  to  which  you 
thus  refer.  If  I  em  misuken  in  ttJting  this  as 


J^our  meaning,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  in- 
brm  me  how  far  you  do  consider  your  powers 
afiected  by  the  present  state  of  your  information 
from  Spain  t 

Please  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished eonatderatioD. 

JOHN  O-  ADAMS. 


General  Vivts  to  the  Seerftary  of  State. 

Washington,  May  9, 1830. 
Sib  :  In  answer  to  your  note  of  yesterday's  date, 
I  have,  in  the  first  place,  to  give  you  the  explana- 
tion requested  of  me,  of  the  import  of  my  last  pio- 
posal ;  and,  in  so  doing,  to  repeat,  in  other  words, 
that  I  am  authorized  solemnly  to  promise  to  this 
Government  the  ratificaticm  of  the  treaty  by  His 
Majesty  only  in  case  the  third  point  of  my  pro- 
posals De  satisfied ;  but  as  the  answer  given  to  this 
point  has  not  been  such  as  I  could,  agreeaUy  to 
my  instmelions,  receive  as  satisfactory,  I  can  by 
no  means  commit  myself  by  giving  a  greater  ex- 
tension to  my  promise  than  that  eKpreased  in  my 
note. 

My  object  in  intimating  to  you  that,  although  I 
knew  nothing  officially,  yet  I  considered  a«  au- 
thentic the  information  circulating  of  an  impor- 
tant change  in  the  Government  of  Spain — a  eir- 
cumstance  which  would,  of  itself,  effectually  pre- 
vent me  from  giving  greater  latitude  to  my  pro- 
mise — was,  to  apprize  your  Government  that  as, 
by  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  1812  in 
Spain,  the  powers  of  the  King  would  be  limited, 
it  would  no  longer  depend  oo  His  Majesty  alone 
to  fulfil  my  solemn  promise,  admitting  that  my 
instructions  had  empowered  me  to  give  such  a 
IHTomise;  so  that  my  sole  motive  for  offering  a 
remark  upon  .that  topic  was  to  strei^then  the 

? grounds  on  which  my  proposal  was  foondedf  and, 
iirther,  to  enable  your  Government  so  to  appre- 
ciate as  no  longer  to  decline  assoitiag  to  it 

I  shall,  00  this  occasion,  waive  all  reply  to  the 
arguments  again  advanced  by  you,  tn  tateam, 
upon  the  question  of  His  Majesty's  obligatitm  to 
ratify  the  treaty,  and  confine  mvself  to  a  single 
remark,  namely,  that  all  the  authorities  cited  by 
vou  lay  down  the  peace  and  happiness  of  man- 
kind in  general,  and  of  States  and  their  respective 
people  in  particular,  as  a  fundamental  principle. 
And  having^,  in  my  first  note,  shown  the  noto- 
riously hostile  disposition  prevailing  througbcHii 
the  Union  towards  the  interests  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy,  it  necessarily  follows  that.  When  the 
objects  of  treaties  are  not  obtained,  the  ratificatioa 
of  that  of  S2d  February,  1819.  would,  in  like 
manner,  become  illusory ;  and^  therefore,  that  His 
Majesty's  motives  for  sunpendiog  it  were  founded 
upon  a  competent  view  of  evident  facts. 

I  shall  also  leave  it  to  the  general  sense  of  the 
reflecting  part  of  mankind  to  decide  whetho*  the 
reasoning  you  rely  on,  in  stating  the  motives  of 
the  American  Government  for  proposing  to  other 
Powers  to  ackaowledge  the  revolted  provinces  of 
Spanish  America,  and  in  exhibiting  them  as  fa- 
vorable, not  onl;^  to  suffering  humanity,  bat  to  the 
interests  of  Spam  hetsdf^  be  not,  in  die  highest 
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degree,  specious;  for,  if  such  maxims  were  to  be 
adopted,  nations  could  no  longer  count  upon  the 
integrity  of  their  possessions,  or  upon  the  maiote- 
nance  of  that  mutual  amity  and  good  Dndersitand- 
ing  which  it  is  equally  their  dutjr  and  their  in- 
terest to  cultivate  in  their  relations  wiih  each 
other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  offer  you  anew  the  assu- 
rances of  my  distinguished  consideration,  and  I 
prer  Ch>d  long  to  preserve  you. 

FRANCISCO  D.  ViVES. 


CkatralDwRaaeitcoIHimUio  Vines  io  the  Smt^ 
cf  State. 
Wasbinoton,  May  10,  1820. 

Sib  :  In  conformity  with  the  orders  I  have  this 
moment  received  from  my  Government  1  hare  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  His  Catholic  Majesty 
hath  sworn  to  the  political  eonsdtatioa  of  the 
Spanbh  monarchy  as  sanetbned  by  the  extraor- 
dinary Cortes  in  1812,  and  to  enclose  a  printed 
copy  of  His  Majesty's  manifest  to  the  naUon,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  President  a  j[u&t  view  of 
the  none  and  generous  sentiments  which  actuate 
the  atigust  mind  of  the  King. 

Please  to  accept  the  renewed  assurances  of  my 
perfect  consideration,  and  my  wish  that  God  may 
preserve  you  faiany  years. 

FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 

(From  the  ^VstUmal  Press.) 

Gasbttb  Extsaordinarv  op  Maurid, 

Sunday,  March  12, 1820. 
PnetamaUon  of  One  Kinff  to  Hu  Nation. 

Spaniards:  When,  by  your  heroic  efforts^  von 
succeeded  in  terminating  a  captivity  in  whicn  I 
was  detained  by  the  most  unheard-of  perfidy,  every 
thing  I  saw  and  was  informed  of,  oh  my  entering 
into  my  native  land,  conspired  to  persuade  me  that 
the  nation  wished,  to  see  revived  Its  ancient  form 
of  government ;  and  this  persuasion  must  have  de- 
cided me  to  conform  myself  with  the  general  wish 
of  a  magnanimous  people,  who,  vaoquisher  of  a 
foreign  enemy,  feared  the  still  more  dreadful  evils 
of  intestine  divisions. 

I  was,  however,  well  aware  that  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  civilization  in  Europe;  the  onivetsal  dif- 
lusion  of  knowledge^ even  among  thelower  classes; 
the  more  frequent  intercourse  with  the  difibrent 
parts  of  the  globe;  and  the  wonderful  events  of 
the  present  era,  hare  given  rise  to  ideas  and  de- 
sires unknown  to  our  forefathers,  which  imperi- 
ously demand  the  most  energetic  measures  in  the 
Qoverament.  I  also  knew  well  that  it  was  iodis- 
pensahle  that  the  political  institutions  should  aeree 
with  such  principles,  thereby  to  obtain  that  har- 
mony between  the  people  and  the  laws  on  which 
the  stability  and  peace  of  society  so  much  depend. 

But,  while  I  was  maturely  planning,  with  the 
solicitude  of  my  paternal  heart,  the  changes  to  be 
effected  in  our  fundamental  administration,  more 
suitable  to  the  national  character  and  to  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  different  provinces  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy,  and  also  more  anal(^aB  to  an  enlight- 


ened nation,  you  have  let  me  know  yoar  wishes 
for  the  re^tablishment  of  the  constitution  ynh 
claimed  at  Cadiz,  in  the  year  1812,  amidst  the 
bustle  of  arms,  end  while,  to  the  astonishment  of 
the  world,  you  were  fighting  for  the  liberty  of  your 
country.  I  have  listened  to  your  desires,  and,  as 
a  loving  father,  I  have  condescended  to  grant  wnat 
my  children  thought  most  conducive  to  their  hap- 
piness. I  have  sworn  to  that  constitution  for 
which  you  longed,  and  I  will  always  be  its  firm- 
est supporter.  I  have  already  uken  the  most  ef- 
fectual measures  for  the  immediate  convocation, 
of  the  Cortes.  In  theoi,  and  united  to  your  repre- 
sentatives, I  will  make  it  my  glory  to  concur  in 
the  great  work  of  national  prosperity. 

Spaniards!  Your  glory  is  my  onir  ambition. 
The  desire  of  my  heart  is  to  see  yon  all  united  and 
happy  around  my  throne.  Trost,  then,  to  your 
King,  who  addresses  you  with  that  sincere  effosioQ 
of  his  soul  which  the  circumstances  in  which  yon 
ar^  and  a  sense  of  the  high  duty  imposed  upon 
him  by  Providence,  inspire  him  with.  Your  hap> 
piness  will  henceforth  depend,  in  a  great  measure, 
upon  yourselves.  Do  not  suffer  yourselves  to  be 
seduced  by  the  deceitful  appearances  of  a  chimeri- 
cal happiness,  which  often  prevents  the  attaining 
of  real  bliss.  Allow  not  your  passions  to  be  ex- 
alted, as  they  are  wont  to  make  enemies  of  those 
who  ought  always  to  lire  as  brothers,  and  be  as 
unanimous  in  their  wishes  as  they  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  one  religion,  the  speaking  of  one  lan- 
guage, and  the  conforming  to  the  same  manners 
and  customs.  Repel  the  perfidious  insinuations 
so  artfully  di^uised  by  your  enemies.  Let  ns  con- 
form ourselves  strictly  to  the  consUtntion,  as  I 
myself  will  be  the  first  to  do ;  and  let  ns  show  to 
Europe  a  pattern  of  wisdom,  order,  and  perfect 
moderation,  in  a  crisis  which,  in  other  nations, 
has  been  accompanied  by  scenes  of  bloodshed  ana 
havoc.  Let  us  make  the  Spanish  name  admired 
and  respected,  at  the  same  time  that  we  establish 
forever  our  happiness  and  onr  glory. 

F'ERDINAND. 

At  tbe  Palace,  Madbid,  JHorcft  10, 1820, 


Oeneral  Don  Fnmcitco  Dionieio  Vive$  to  tJte  Secrdary 

of  State. 
WAaBiKQTON,  Maj/ 11, 1820. 
Sir  :  Among  the  documents  transmitted  with 
the  President's  Mess^  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  published  in  this  dajr^  National  Intel- 
Dgencar,  I  nave  seen  with  soiprise  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Cwlatin,  stating  that  I  positively  told  him  that 
"  I  conld,  in  case  of  an  arrangement,  give  satis- 
factory security  to  the  United  States,  and  that  it 
would  consist  m  consenting  that  they  should  take 
immediate  possession  of  I<iorida  without  waitinff 
for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty."  Although  I 
have  with  all  frankness  proved,  in  my  corres- 
pondence with  vou,  that  1  had  no  such  authority, 
and  that  it  will  not,  under  any  view  which  may 
be  taken,  appear  presumable  that  I  made  so  doubt- 
ful, so  useless,  and  inconsiderate  a  disclosure,  I  re- 
quest^ however,  that  yon  will  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate this  to  the  President,  in  order  that,  by 
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iving  publicity  to  this  document,  it  may  be  un- 
erstood  that  I  made  no  such  proposal,  either  to 
Mr.  Gallatin  or  to  Baron  Pasquier.   I  renew,  &c. 

FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 


[The  following  report  on  the  Mme  sul^ect  wai  made 

to  the  HouM  of  RepreMnUtivra,  March  9,  1830.] 
The  committee,  to  whom  has  been  refened  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  as  reutes  to  foreign 
afiairs,  respectfully  report : 
That  their  attention  was  directed,  immediately 
upon  their  appointment,  to  the  state  of  the  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  Spain,  and  that 
their  delay  in  making  a  report  on  them  must  be 
attributed  to  their  wish  "  to  afford  an  opportunity 
for  such  friendly  communications  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Congress"  as  the  Governmeni  of 
Spain  had  authorized  us  toexpect.  They  thought 
it  better  that  Congress  should  postpone  its  deter- 
mination until  events  might  enable  it  to  make  that 
determinatiim  d^nitive,  than  that  it  should  pass 
a  contingent  act  for  anthorizing  mearares  which 
it  was  not  propoaed  immediately  to  execute;  tiMt 
it  should  found  its  determination  upon  rdations 
ascertained  to  exist,  than  upon  a  oalcnlation  of 
events  which  might  be  expected  to  occur  during 
its  sitting. 

Bat  more  than  a  year  has  passed  since  the  sig- 
nature of  the  treaty  bv  which  it  was  proposed  to 
terminate  the  long  diflerences  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain ;  more  than  six  months  since  the 
appointment  of  a  new  Minister  from  Spain,  who 
was  "  forthwith"  to  make  known  to  the  United 
States'the  intentions  of  his  Government;  and  we 
have  advanced  so  far  in  the  session  as  to  make  it 
necessary  to  propose^  without  further  delay,  any 
measure  on  which  it  is  expected  that  Congress 
shall  act  before  its  adjournment. 

The  committee  will  not  attempt  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  exposition  <^  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  and  the  oUigations  of  Spain  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  correspondence  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments. We  can  hardly  expect  from  continued 
negotiation  the  redress  which  has  been  claimed 
for  twenty  years,  and  promised  for  eighteen ;  which 
has  been  a  second  time  promised,  and  a  second 
time  withheld.  In  such  a  negotiation,  the  signa- 
ture of  a  treaty  seems  to  be  a  mere  incident,  and 
not  its  term. 

¥ot  the  spoliations  which  have  been  committed 
upon  the  property  of  our  citizens,  for  the  invasion 
01  our  sou,  for  toe  weakness  or  partiality  which 
has  made  a  Spanish  territory  the  place  of  reudez- 
vous  and  eacampment  of  an  enemy,  and  which 
has,  still  more  lately,  permitted  the  Indian  inhabi- 
tants of  that  territory  (whom  Spain  was  bound 
bjr  treaty  to  restrain)  to  engage  in  savage  hostili- 
ties against  us-~for  all  these  acts  of  war,  a  people 
less  attached  to  peace  would  sed  redress  only  by 
war.  To  capture  and  ccmfiseate  the  ships  and 
nropntjr  of  the  wrong-doer  would  be  admitted  to 
M  a  policjr  of  mildness  and  forbearance.  But,  by 
such  reprisals,  the  Qovemmeut  that  does  the  wrong 
BoKn  less  than  the  unoScnding  rabjecL  It  seems 


a  more  just  reprisal  to  occupy  the  province  which 
has  been  made  an  instrument  of  injury,  which  b> 
been  designated  by  Spain  herself  as  the  fund  Sa 
our  indemnity,  and  wnose  occupation  by  the  Cu- 
ted  States  will  stop  the  aceumulntkm  of  th« 
claims  for  compensation  and  redreas  which  tb; 
miwovemment  of  that  neglected  colony  eootii- 
ually  produces.  The  committee  submit  id  ifcc 
House  a  bill  to  authtwize  the  Presidcat  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  Bast  and  West 
Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary  QoTomeDt 
therein. 

There  appears  too  much  reason  to  bdierc^  &am 
the  mistake  of  the  Spanish  negotiator  u  to  the 
dates  of  the  Spanish  grantswhich  it  was  intended 
to  annul  if  the  projected  treaty  bad  been  raiilied, 
that  the  Crown  lands  in  Flonda  may  be  ianffi- 
cient  to  provide  the  expected  indemnity  fix  our 
losses.  But  these  may  be  applied,  as  fair  as  they 
will  go,  to  the  compensation  of  our  citizens;  awl 
for  the  excess  of  our  claim,  Spain,  by  whose  act 
the  domain  of  Florida  has  been  rendered  inade 
quate,  must  expect  us  to  look  westward.  Perhjys. 
when  our  attention  is  thtu  forced  to  a  direcnDB 
more  interesting  to  Spain,  her  GoTcnmunt  may 
at  last  admit  tut  it  is  as  mueh  her  interest  aaoon 
that  the  just  claims  of  the  United  State*  sbniM  be 

Erovided  for  by  friendly  convention,  and  we  may 
ope  that  the  next  treaty  between  die  two  aatioDs 
may  be  executed  as  well  as  signed. 

Extract  of  a  Uttor  from  Mr,  Fbrtplh  to  Jfr.  Adasu, 
(No.  18,)  dated 

Mat  so,  1830. 

By  the  Gibraltar  mail  of  the  itt^nt,  I  re- 
ceived the  duplicate  of  your  No.  11.  Yoa  will 
herewith  receive  copies  of  Mr.  Jaba^i  letter,  giv- 
ing notice  of  the  birth  and  title  of  the  uxa  of  the 
Iniante  Don  Francisco  de  Paula,  and  my  aaswa. 

On  the  12th  I  paid  the  Minister  a  vuit  at  the 
Oflue  of  State,  and,  as  1  expected,  he  inmired  if 
I  had  any  recent  advices  from  America.  1  stated 
to  him  very  frankly  that  I  had  rec^ved  nothing 
but  the  permission  from  our  Government  to  reitire 
to  the  United  States,  which,  from  a  belief  that  ii 
would  be  most  agreeable  to  the  President,  X  should 
not  use  until  alter  the  celebration  of  the  Cortes- 
He  professed  to  be  much  gratified  by  this  determi- 
nation, which  he  thought  was  calculated  to  pio- 
mote  toat  good  understanding  between  our  respec- 
tive Governments,  to  secure  which  was  the  object 
of  our  mutual  wishes.  From  this,  the  convem- 
tion  naturally  turned  to  the  unofficial  notices  from 
the  United  States,  and  particularly  to  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  affairs  of  Florida.  He 
did  not  appear  to  apprehend  that  we  should  do  tuxt 
than  occupy  the  territny ;  but  he  ex[H«ssed  a  gntf 
deal  of  dread  lest  there  should  be  blood  shed  is 
effecting  that  object,  and  carrying  into  efiect  the 
act  proposed  by  the  committee. 

As  I  had  been  told  (as  stated  in  my  No.  17>  thst 
some  uueasiiufls  was  felt  on  the  first  point  i 
thought  it  inudent  to  show  him  that,  with  the 
poritions  now  ent«tained  in  Spain,  thm  wu  no 
reason  that  we  should  be  disposed  to  go  hefonA 
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the  limits  of  the  treatv  of  Fetoaary,  1819.  He 
would  recollect  tl»t  tne  onlir  motives  we  could 
have  were  to  procure  satisfaction  for  the  injury 
sustained  by  the  delay  of  Spain  to  ratify  the  treaty, 
and  compensation  for  any  deficiency  in  the  fund 
for  the  payment  of  our  citizens  occasioned  by  the 
mistake  of  Mr.  Onis  about  the  date  of  the  large 
grants.  On  the  first,  I  was  sure  a  reasonaUe  ex- 
planation would  be  deemed  sufficient ;  on  the  sec- 
ond, there  could  be  no  difficulty,  as  tbe  abandon- 
ment of  all  pretension  in  favor  of  the  grantees 
was  more  necessary  to  the  character  of  Spain  than 
it  was  important  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States. 

1  did  itfjt  suppose  there  was  mueh  gronnd  for 
the  fears  he  seemed  to  entertain  of  a  lormidable 
resistance  to  the  occupation  of  Florida:  neverthe- 
less, as  he  was  seriously  apprehensive,  I  sa^;ested 
that  the  President  woiud  no  doubt  employ  a  force 
so  powerful  that  resistance  would  be  hopeless,  and 
I  presumed  the  good  sense  of  the  Spanish  author- 
ities would  prevent  them  from  making  a  useless 
sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  tbe  sotdiers  committed  to 
their  care.  It  was  obvious,  from  tbe  conversation 
of  Mr.  Jabat,  that  the  seizure  of  tbe  territory  was 
anticipated,  and  that  the  only  fear  really  enter- 
tained was,  that  the  mode  oi  occupation  would 
impose  an  obligation  on  the  present  rulers  to  make 
a  noise  about  it.  Tbe  interview  terminated  by  a 
renewal  of  the  assurances  formerly  given,  of  the 
desire  of  the  Government  to  establish  a  permanent 
friendship  with  us,  and  with  the  hope,  recipro- 
etU);  enwessed,  that  nothing  might  occur  to  ren- 
der it  difficult.  On  tbe  loth,  i  received  a  note 
fiom  Mr.  Jabat,  (copy  enclosed,)  inviting  me  to 
see  him  tbe  next  day  at  eleven.  1  saw  bim  at  the 
hour  appointed,  and  his  first  question  was,  "Have 
you  any  thing  from  Washington  ?"  To  my  reply 
m  the  negative,  he  said,  "  Then  I  shall  have  the 
pleasure  of  giving  you  very  recent  advices  from 
that  place."  He  showed  me  a  despatch  from  Mr. 
Serna,of  the  28th  of  March, enclosing  copies  of  the 
Premdeat's  Message  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  37th,  and  of  the  documents  accompa- 
nying it.  Mr.  Jabat  was  highly  gratified;  said 
nothmg  could  have  occurred  more  favorable  to  the 
future  amity  of  tbe  two  nations;  that  he  had 
shown  these  papers  to  the  King,  who  was  pleased 
both  with  tbe  measure  proposed,  and  the  reasons 
offisred  for  it  by  the  Preaideat.  Mr.  Jabat  did  not 
omit  to  suggest,  what  I  knew  perfectly  well,  that 
the  accom^shment  of  the  expectations  of  the 
President  would  have  to  be  imputed  to  the  recent 
revolution  in  Spain.  He  explained  to  me  what 
i  did  not  understand  in  our  previous  conversa- 
tion, the  foundation  of  bis  fears  of  a  formidable 
resistance  in  Florida.  It  tieems  the  ports  of  tbe 
territory  had  been  reinforced  in  Cuoa,  and  the 
Governor  General  of  that  island  had  given  official 
notice  of  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Joining 
with  the  Spanish  secretary  m  his  expressions  of 
satisfaction,  I  suggested  the  hope  that  General 
Vives  would  not  arrive  until  after  tbe  adjournment 
of  Congress,  as  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  what 
might  be  the  efiect  produced  bv  his  arrival  with- 
out competent  power  to  meet  the  just  apectations 


of  the  American  Government.  I  did  not  fear  any 
ill  consequences  if  news  of  the  revolution  in  S[ain 
could  reach  Washington  before  a  determination 
was  taken.  I  was  confident  that,  irritating  as  this 
authority  might  be,  the  President  would  be  dis- 
posed to  give  to  the  King  of  the  Spains  proofs  of 
the  moderation  and  good  will  which  had  distin- 
guished tbe  conduct  of  the  United  States  to  tbe 
King  of  Spain.  Taking  tbe  time  at  which  Con- 
gress has  usually  adjourned  as  the  criterion,  I  sup- 
pose that  General  Vives  would  scarcely  see  Wash- 
ington before  the  adjournment  of  tbe  legislative 
body.  I  have  since  learned  from  our  nevrspapers 
that  Congress  would  have  continued  in  session 
until  the  beginning  of  this  month,  and  that  Gen- 
eral Vives  reached  New  York  on  the  5tb  of  Afwil. 
I  now  hope  that  Mr.  HacUey,  who  carried  my 
despatches  of  the  9th  March,  and  who  lef^  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  about  the  27th  March,  will 
be  in  the  United  States  within  a  short  time  after 
the  arrival  of  the  Spanish  Minister.  In  tbe  present 
state  of  things,  notbing  could  be  more  auspicious 
than  the  proposed  delay  of  acting  against  Elfuida, 
although  the  President  will  have  perceived  from 
your  first  communications  with  General  Vives, 
tliat,  but  for  recent  events,  we  should  have  given 
another  proof  of  useless  forbearance,  if  the  utility 
of  forbearance  was  to  be  estimated  by  tbe  good 
effect  it  would  have  produced  on  tbe  wvernment 
of  Spain.  Mr.  Jabat  proposed  to  me  to  see  the 
Kiog  at  the  circle  that  uy— a  ceremony  I  have 
not  thought  it  neceKary  to  observe  ainee  the  post- 
ponement of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  Always, 
however,  replying  politely  to  the  notes  sent  on 
particular  occasions,  and  once  calling  at  the  palace 
when  the  King  was  ill,  I  had  resolved  to  renew 
these  visits  ofceremony  immediately  ailer  tbe 
liberation  of  tl\e  Americans,  prisoners  in  Spain, 
and  therefore  the  more  readily  acceded  to  this  pro- 
posal. I  attended  the  circle  with  the  diplomatic 
body,  and  was  received,  as  I  had  been  taught  to 
expect,  perfectly  well,  and  as  if  there  had  been  no 
interruption  in  my  visits  to  it 


Extract  tfa  l^ter  fhm  the  «mm  to  Uu  tamt,  (No.  19.) 

July  1^  1630. 
A  few  days  after  the  airival  of  the  Minister  of 
Sute,  (Perez  de  Castro,)  I  called  al  his  office  lo 
see  bim  on  our  a&iia.  1  staled  that  tht  time  fiv 
the  meeting  of  the  Cortes  was  near  at  hand,  and 
I  was  desirotu  to  know  what  was  proposed  hy  this 
Government  to  be  doie.  He  declared  himself 
to  be  unable  to  coaY&te  on  tbe  subject  of  ^e  nfr- 
gotiation  with  the  United  States.  He  was  not 
master  of  the  correspondence,  and  that  his  no- 
merous  and  pressing  engagements  had  rendered 
it  impossible  for  him  as  yet  to  become  so.  He 
was  examining^  and  hoped  to  spealt  advisedly  on 
it  in  a  short  time.  I  gave  him  a  translation  of 
the  remonstrance  of  the  18th  of  October,  to  apprize 
him  of  the  state  of  the  dispute  in  relation  to  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty,  not  officially,  but  as 
a  document  for  bis  own  examination,  telling  him 
that  I  did  not  conceive  it  necessary,  from  the  dis- 
positwn  manifested  since  the  revolution,  to  nuke 
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Ml  official  representatLOQ  on  this  subject.  He  re- 
eeiTed  it  very  willingly.  He  had  seen,  as  he  slated, 
ID  the  foreign  aewspapers,  that  it  was  asserted  by 
the  American  Goveroment  that  the  treaty  was 
obligatory  upon  Spain,  although  not  ratified:  this 
position  he  could  not  consider  as  Tounded  either 
m  the  opinion  of  the  best  authorities,  or  in  the 
usages  of  nation.  I  explained  to  him  that  we 
considered  the  treaty  as  obli^tory  in  justice  and 
in  honor  as  if  ratified  by  Spam.  As  no  satisfactory 
reason  had  been,  or,  as  we  believed,  could  be 
given  for  the  refusal  to  ratify,  there  could  be  uo 
question  as  to  our  right  to  resort  to  any  measure 
we  deemed  proper  to  obtain  satisfaction.  The 
least  we  could  ao  was  to  execute  the  treaty ;  and 
when  we  gave  to  Spain  all  the  advantages  she 
could  derive  from  it,  we  should  take  from  her  all 

Sit  catise  even  to  complain  of  theeoarse  pursoed. 
a  Hwke  a  good  deal  at  large  of  the  (»arge  of 
bad  faith  which  was  urged  a^inst  Spain,  aud 
said  she  had  no  motive  of  avarice  or  ambition  to 
gratify  in  her  n^otiation  with  us;  and  if  her 
policy  required  her  to  procrastinate,  this  was  no 
reason  to  charge  her  with  ill  faith.  To  alt  this  I 
answered  that  the  systematic  procrastination,  al- 
thouffb  at  all  times  vexatious,  bad  never  been 
urged  as  a  proof  of  bad  faith ;  it  was  the  non- 
compliance with  eo^gements  actually  made  by 
persons  duly  authorized  and  empowered  by  this 
QoTemment ;  that,  if  the  avarice  or  ambition  of 
the  Government  was  not  known  in  the  n^tia- 
tion,  that  of  individuals  who  had  possessed  in- 
flenee  in  Spain  was  but  too  visible.  I  saw  him 
again  after  ten  days.  He  had  run  over  the  whole 
correspondence ;  talked  of  the  treaty  of  1802 :  the 

gropojials  of  Mr.  Pinckne^ ;  the  guaranty  of  the 
panish  American  dominions,  as  an  inducement 
to  cede  Florida ;  in  short,  of  all  that  had  passed 

gtor  to  the  convratiou  of  1819 ;  of  the  losses 
jtain  had  sustained,  and  of  our  gains.  I  listened 
timtly  to  all  he  had  to  advance;  when  he  had 
Ished,  I  replied  that  we  had  ^ined  nothing 
from  Spain;  if  her  ariangement  with  another 
Power  was  matter  of  regret,  it  was  not  our  fault ; 
what  we  had  obtained  was  purchased  and  paid 
for;  that  I  had  uo  instructions  from  the  President 
since  August,  1819,  and,  therefore,  could  not  speak 
CCTtainly  of  what  might  be  the  wish  of  my  Qovern- 
B^t;  but  that  it  appeared  to  me  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  Spain,  at  the  present  juncture,  not  to  look 
befond  die  treaty  of  1819,  bat  to  consider  what 
onigations  were  imposed  upon  her  by  it,  and  by 
ha  as  yet  unexpUined  refusal  to  ratify  it.  He  did 
not  se^  unwilling  to  adopt  this  idea,  and  entoed 
into  a  short  examination  of  the  conduct  of  the 
United  States  in  the  dispute  between  the  colonies 
aikd  Spain;  the  expeditions  fitted  out  by  Miranda, 
Mina,  Ac. ;  of  the  patriot  |>rivateers,  &c.  I  replied 
that  we  had  done  all  Spain  had  a  right  to  expect 
from  us ;  that,  determining  to  be  neutral  between 
the  contending  parties,  weliad  taken  every  means 
necessary  to  preserve  that  neutrality.  If  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  had  been  sometimes  violated 
widi  impunity,  it  was  what  had  occurred,  and 
would  occar,  m  all  nations,  by  the  escape  of  per- 
sons who  had  committed  offences ;  that  all  recla- 


mations founded  DpOB  them  by  canaes  of  eomplnint 
were  removed  by  the  convention,  fte.  Prerioos 

to  this  converRation,  I  had  seen  in  the  English  newt- 
papers  the  President's  Message  to  Congress  of  the 
9tb  April,  beaded  by  a  sort  of  abstract  of  your 
correspondence  with  General  Vives,  in  which  it 
was  stated  that  this  Govemmenl  had  not  asked 
explanations  of  me  relative  to  the  treaty  because  <^ 
my  intemperate  conduct.   I  remarked  to  the  Min- 
ister that  this  was  not  the  fact.  Explanations  were 
not  asked  of  me,  because,  anticipaung  whatwould 
be  required,  I  had  given  the  Ministry  to  understand 
that,  upon  the  subject  of  the  dispute  with  the  col- 
onies^ 1  had  no  explanations  to  give,  and  tluit  it 
was  mformally  made  known  to  me,  before  the  22d 
of  Augnst,  that  1  could  have  the  conTentkm  if  I 
was  authorized  to  promise  that  the  Govcmnient 
of  the  United  States  woidd  not  recognise  the 
independence  of  any  of  the  Patriot  Gorenunents. 
He  said  he  had  read  the  note  I  had  ff-weai  him, 
and  those  previously  written,  and  thai  there  were 
expressions  stronger  than  he  bad  ever  met  with  in 
diplomatie  correspondence,  but  he  supposed  thef 
were  written  when  I  was  a  little  warm.    I  qaei- 
tioned  whether  be  had  ever  met  with  a  similw 
case  in  the  history  of  diplomacy,  and  that  I  was 
not  a  tittle  vrarm,  but  indignant  at  seaur  the 
character  of  a  great  nation,  and  its  peace,  ana  that 
of  my  own  country,  put  in  jeot«rdy  for  the  sake 
and  by  the  intrigues  of  selfish  ioaividuals.    As  the 
Minister  had  not  seen  the  message,  I  promised  to 
procure  and  send  it  to  him.   He  was  not  prepared 
to  say  what  course  would  be  recommended  to  the 
Corte^  upon  whom  every  thing  depended.  I 
pressed  upon  him  the  necessity  of  aoing  what 
was  done  promptly.  He  was  satisfied  of  the  im- 
portance of  doing  so,  and  promised  to  1^  nw  know 
the  determination  of  the  Ministry  as  soon  as  it 
was  made.   At  parting,  he  referred  to  the  asmt- 
ance  received  from  Spain  daring  our  revolutionary 
war,  which  he  said  we  ought  not  to  forget  The 
reply  was,  we  never  forget  when  yoa  Mrmic  us 
to  remember  it.   I  met  the  Secretary  os  State  at 
dinner  on  the  same  day  at  the  English  ambassa- 
dor's.  He  told  me  bad  rec«Ted  that  mominff, 
from  General  Vives,  despatches,  the  pRsident^s 
Message,  and  the  correspondence  sent  with  it  to 
Congress.   He  had  not  yet  had  time  to  read  them 
attentively,  but  appeared  to  be  pleased  with  what 
he  bad  seen  in  glaocing  over'  the  papen.    On  the 
4th  of  Jtdy  Mr.  De  Castro  dined  at  myhouB^  and 
brought  with  him  a  copy  of  the  mesaage  au  cor- 
respondence, which  he  left  with  me,  to  m  retaned, 
as  he  had  but  the  one  copy.  On  the6fh  the  Ocnrees 
was  installed.  Espiga  chosen  president,  a  priest, 
but  one  of  tue  most  liberal ;  and  Q,uiraga  Tiee 
president.   I  was  in  the  tribune  prepared  for  the 
diplomatie  corps  during  the  rotation,  and  went 
fn»n  it  to  the  office  of  Mr.  De  Castro,  to  restiue 
to  him  the  documents  he  had  loaned  me.    He  was 
just  going  to  the  King,  and  had  bnt  a  few  mo* 
ments  to  converse  with  me.   In  these  feWj  he  said 
he  thought  the  President  did  not  look  beymd  the 
ratification  of  the  convention,  the  grants  being 
set  aside,  and  there  could  be  no  dimcolty  about 
them.   It  was  his  opinion  that  this  should  bedouc. 
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I  do  not  say,  he  continued,  it  will  be  done ;  that 
depends  on  another  body;  but  it  is  my  opinion  that 
it  will  be.  What  say  you,  he  asked — will  this  be 
aatisfitetory  t  I  remmded  him  that  I  had  no  in- 
structions—hoped to  receire  them.  I  could  give 
him  only  an  opinion  in  turn.  Jndpng  from  the 
correspondence  and  message,  I  saw  do  sufficient 
reason  to  change  the  opinion  already  given  to  Mr. 
JabaL  that  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  accompa- 
nied by  satisfaction  for  the  injury  caused  by  the 
delay,  would  be  accepted  by  the  United  States.  I 
was  present  at  the  session  of  the  Cortes  on  the  9th. 
The  oath  required  by  the  constitution  was  taken 
by  the  King  in  due  form,  and  an  address  made  to 
him  bv  the  president.  Toe  King  said  a  few  words 
in  reply,  and  then  read  his  speech.  Copies  fur- 
nished by  the  Department  of  State  are  enclosed, 
as  also  copies  of  the  answer  of  the  Cortes,  pre- 
pared by  a  select  committee  appointed  for  mat 
purpose.  The  answer  to  that  part  of  the  King's 
speech  which  refers  to  the  dispute  with  the  United 
States  is  marked  by  the  iDtrodueiion  of  a  rery 
onphatie  word.  The  Kin^  says:  "Although  a 
eom[dication  of  various  eircnnutances  hai<  not 
permitted  as  yet  the  adjastment  of  those  differ- 
ence), (with  the  United  States  and  Portugal,}  I 
hope  tlut  the  justice  and  moderation  of  the  pnn- 
ci^es  which  aiieet  our  dipLomatie  operations  will 
produce  a  result  decorous  to  the  nation,  and  agree- 
able to  the  ^oific  system,  &e.  &c.  of  Europe." 
The  answer  is:  "The  Cortes  only  regret  that  there 
exist  differences  with  the  United  States  and  His 
Most  Faithful  Majesty }  but  the  principles  of  mod- 
eration that  will  direct  now  our  diplomatic  nego- 
tiations gire  hope  to  the  Cortes  that  they  mil 
conclude  in  terms  which,  being  a  termination 
decorous  to  the  nation,  may  not  interrupt  the  pa- 
cific system,  &c.  dtc.  of  Sutope." 

On  the  11th  the  Minister  of  State  read  his  re- 
port to  the  Cortes,  and  gave  them  an  accooat  of 
the  state  of  the  diq^te  with  the  United  States.  I 
was  not  jKesent.  A  rery  imperfect  account  of  it 
is  published  in  the  newspapers.  I  hope  to  procure 
it  to.  send  with  this  despatch,  as  also  a  very  inter- 
esting report  of  the  Minister  of  the  Ooveniment 
of  the  Peoinsnla,  Augustin  Argoelks. 


Eettmd  tf  a  Uttarfrawk  Hu  warns  to  (Ae  Mm^  {marked 
private)  tkOtd 

Jolt  30,  1820. 

On  the  22d  I  wrote  to  Mr.  De  Castro,  to  say  to 
him  that  the  President  would  accept  the  treaty  of 
1819,  subiect  to  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  u  inuudiately  ratified  by  Spain.  Had 
the  Secretary  of  State  been  in  Madrid,  after  what 
has  occurred  in  our  conversation,  I  should  only 
have  stated  to  him,  verbally,  what  i  bad  been 
instrneted  to  say ;  but,  as  the  time  of  his  stay  at 
Sacedon  was  uncertain,  I  thought  it  better  to 
write  than  to  ask  an  interview  at  that  place,  as 
the  latter  inight  be  imputed  to  an  anxiety  on  the 
subject  which  I  was  instructed  not  to  discover. 
Mis  answer  is  trf*  the  25th,  and  is  perfectly  satis- 
factory. He  has  the  commands  of  the  King  "  to 
bfing  the  business  of  the  negotiation  immeoiatdy 
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before  the  Cortes,  and  is  using  all  exertion  to  do  so." 
Mr.  Jabat  called  ou  me  on  the  27th,  to  say  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  correspondence,  the  King 
would  shorten  his  stay  at  Sacedon,  would  come 
to  Madrid  on  the  10th  of  August,  and  that  the 
negotiatbn  would  be,  by  the  12th,  beforethe  Cortes. 
There  is,  therefore,  every  reason  to  hope  that  all 
will  be  finished  by  the  20th.  As  so  little  time  is 
to  elapse  before  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power  to 
say  what  has  been  done,  I  write  hastily,  intending, 
immediately  after  the  determination  of  the  Cortes, 
to  forward  copies  of  the  correspondence,  and  a 
more  formal  statement  of  what  has  occurred  and 
may  occur. 


Eietract  of  a  letter  fivm  the  acme  to  the  amm,  (fliantiRi 
private^)  elated 

Adodbt  27, 1820. 

My  hopes  of  seeing  the  business  of  the  Florida 
treaty  ddnitively  arranged  by  the  20th  of  this 
month  have  been  disappmntod.  The  King  did 
not  come  from  Sacedon  until  the  12th.  I  was 
taught  to  expect  an  immediate  movement  in  our 
afiairs,  but  it  was  not  made.  Early  last  week  I 
had  an  accidental  interview  with  one  of  the  Min- 
isters, (Mr.  Jabat,)  who  told  me  the  necessary 
rapers  were  prepared,  and  would  be  before  the 
Cortes  durioff  the  week.  Yesterday  morning,  as 
nothing  had  oeen  done,  I  called  at  the  office  of 
Mr.  De  Castro,  to  know  what  was  the  motive  for 
delaying  to  present  the  subject  to  the  Cortes. 
Mr.  De  Castro  imputed  it  entirely  to  the  press  of 
important  matters  at  home.  He  had  just  sent  to 
ask  the  Cortes  to  designate  the  day  and  hour  when 
he  could  lay  before  them,  in  the  name  of  the  King, 
the  business  of  the  treaty  for  the  cession  of  Florida. 
Before  I  left  the  office,  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
informed  that  the  Cortes  would  receive  him  im- 
mediately. At  one  o'clock  yesterday,  the  Cortes 
had  a  secret  session,  and  no  doubt  the  proper  com- 
munication was  made.  I  still  refrain,  therefor^ 
from  sending  you  copies  of  the  previous  corres- 
pondence With  this  Qovernment,  believing  that 
within  a  few  days  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  the 
result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  National  Cortes. 

With  the  expectation  of  giving  you,  in  a  very 
short  time,  the  final  resolution  of  this  Qovernment 
on  the  amirs  of  the  treaty,  I  am,  dear  sir,  respect- 
fully, your  most  obedient  servant. 


&etnct     a  lelttr  fnn  Mr.  fbrtyth  to  Mr.  AAsnUy 
(nanbd  prUx^)  dated 

Sbptbhbsr  21, 1820. 
Apprehensive  that  the  decision  of  the  Cortes  on 
the  business  of  Florida  will  not  be  made  in'  time 
to  enable  me  to  give  you  notice  of  it  before  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  I  have  thought  it  prudent 
to  forward  to  you  my  deapatoh  of  tbis  day's  date. 
You  will  see  the  ^unds  I  had  for  believing 
that  a  speedy  decision  would  be  made,  and  that 
the  decision  would  be  what  was  desired  by  the 
President  Although  the  delay  is  apparently  with- 
out motive,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  de- 
cision, whn  made,  will  be  what  we  hare  a  right 
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to  expect.  I  saw  Martinez  de  la  Rosa^  appointed 
to  the  political  commission  in  place  of  Count  To- 
reno,  who  was  elected  president  of  the  Cortes 
three  davs  since;  he  told  me  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  pressed  them  to  make  an  early  deter- 
mination, and  that  the  report  of  the  commission 
would  be  soon  prepared ;  he  acknowledged,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  did  not  know  the  state  of  the 
bosiness.  Mr.  De  Castro  on  Toesday  expressed 
the  greatest  anxiety  to  hare  the  aflhir  arranged 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  and  haA  directed 
General  Vives  to  give  you  erery'  assurance  of  the 
wish  of  the  Oorernment  to  satisfy  us.  It  is  tme 
that  the  change  in  the  head  of  the  political  com- 
mission accounts  for  a  portion  of  this  delay,  and 
that  the  Cortes  have  been  occupied  by  the  consid- 
eration of  questions  apparently  more  pressing,  as 
they  related  to  the  affairs  of  the  peninsula,  and 
were  connected  with  the  public  tranquillity ;  still, 
however,  there  has  been  ample  time  for  the  ad- 
justment of  this  business. 

Mr.  Onis  has  published  a  memoir  on  the  ne^ 
liation  between  the  Uaited  States  and  Spain,  with 
a  statistical  notice  of  our  country — a  work  that 
does  little  credit  to  bis  penetration  or  candor.  He 
accuses  as  of  ambition  and  ararice,  and  yet  en- 
dearors  to  show  that  the  treaty  of  cession  of  Flori- 
da ought  to  be  considned  as  a  treaty  of  exchange 
of  Florida  for  Texas,  a  country  more  extensive, 
fertile,  and  raluable.  I  send  you  an  extract  from 
that  part  of  the  work  which  relates  to  the  corre- 
pondence  on  the  subject  of  the  grants  afier  the 
treaty  was  signed.  In  another  part  of  the  work 
he  imputes  the  refusal  to  ratify  prior  to  August, 
1819,  to  a  belief  that  England  would  make  use  of 
the  cession  of  Florida  to  us  as  a  pretext  to  seize 
the  island  of  Cuba,  and  to  a  belief  that  we  would 
occupy  the  territory  by  force,  and  by  this  means 
secure  the  donations  to  Alagon,  Punon  Rostro, 
and  Vargas. 


Ealina  itf  a  Utter  from     whm  to  the  same,  (iVb.  30,) 
dated 

September  21, 18S0. 
In  a  postscript,  dated  July  30,  to  my  despatch 
of  No.  19, 1  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your 
No.  12,  of  the  35th  of  May.  On  the  31st  I  wrote 
to  Mr.  De  Castro,  who  was  at  Sacedon  with  the 
King,  a  note,  (copy  marked  No.  !■)  His  answer, 
(copy  marked  No.  3.)  dated  the  35th,  was  re- 
ceiTed  on  the  36th  July.  Co  the  27th  I  had  a 
risit  from  Mr.  Jabat,  who  called  by  the  desire  of 
Mr.  De  Castro.  Mr.  Jabat  informed  me  that  the 
King  would  shorten  his  stay  at  Sacedon;  would 
be  in  Madrid  on  the  lOtfa  of  August ;  that  all  the 
documents  relating  to  the  treaty  of  cession,  and 
the  late  correspon^ce,  would  be  presented  by  the 
13th  to  the  Cortex  and  he  hoped  all  would  be 
despatched  before  the  20th.  For  the  reasons  ex- 
plained in  my  private  letter  of  the  37th  August, 
the  necessary  communication  was  not  made  to  the 
Cortes  until  the  S6th.  The  subject  was  referred 
to  the  political  commission,  who  have  not  yet 

g'ren  to  the  Cortes  the  result  of  their  examina^ 
m  of  it.  Mr.  De  Castro  has  uniformly  assured 


me  of  his  anxiety  to  have  an  immediate  decision. 
He  solicited  a  speedy  decision  when  he  presented 
the  papers  to  the  Cortes.  Altbotigh  I  look  daily 
for  further  information  of  the  movements  of  that 
body,  I  am  without  the  means  to  know  certainly 
when  they  will  be  made. 

No.  1. 

Mr.  fbr»yth  to  Don  Evarxtto  Perez  de  Castro,  Stere~ 
tary  i^the  Deapatch  of  StaU,  ^e. 

Maurid,  Jniy  21, 1S30. 

Sir  :  Id  the  several  conversations  I  have  had 
with  your  Excellency  on  the  relations  of  oar  re- 
spective Governments,  arising  from  the  coorentiiHi 
of  1819,  I  have  expressed  my  conviction  that, 
notwithstanding  what  has  occurred,  a  prompi 
ratification  of  that  instrument  by  Spain,  accom- 
panied by  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  sustained  by 
the  United  States  in  consequence  of  its  b«ng 
heretofore  withheld,  would  be  accepted  by  my 
Government.  1  have  now  the  instructions  of  the 
Freatdent,  and  am  authorized  to  assure  yoa  that 
the  immediate  ratification  by  Sinin  of  the  con- 
vention of  February,  1819,  will  beaccqited  hf  the 
President,  subject  to  the  advieeand  consent  en  the 
Senate  or  the  United  States. 

Relying  implicitly  upon  the  assannees  reedved 
of  the  desire  of  this  Goremment  to  tenninate  at 
once,  and  in  the  most  amicable  manner,  the  dis- 
pute with  the  United  States,  I  with  pleasure  avoid 
the  unpleasant  task  of  remarking  upon  the  dis- 
agreeable occurrences  connected  with  this  sabf ert, 
since  my  residence  near  the  person  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  or  upon  the  surprise  and  disappointmeDt 
I  felt  in  uie  United  States  on  the  discovery  of  the 
object  of  the  mission  of  General  Vlves.,  and  the 
limited  power  granted  to  him.  Your  Excellency 
is  already  apprized  that  the  Government  of  my 
country  has  been  induced  to  delay  acting  decisively 
against  Spain  br  the  extraOTdinary  chan^  io  the 
constitution  of  tnis  monarchy — a  revolution  widi- 
oat  example  in  the  history  of  the  world— ihe  ad- 
miration of  the  present,  as  it  will  be  of  every  fu- 
ture age.  The  expectation  that  all  differences 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States  would  be 
speedily  ana  satisfactorily  adjusted  as  soon  as  this 
Government  was  completely  oi^ntzed  on  the 
principles  of  the  change  which  had  taken  place, 
was  the  cau-se  of  this  delay.  The  moment  has 
arrived  which  will  see  this  expectation  realized 
or  disappointed.  His  Catholic  Majesty  now  sees 
in  his  capital  the  representatives  of  tne  people. 
The  Cortes  are  in  the  full  and  tranqnii  exercise 
of  the  high  and  important  duties  confided  to  them 
by  the  constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  I 
refrain  from  indulging  the  free  expression  of  my 
cong^tulation  to  Uie  King  and  to  the  nation  at 
the  interesting  events  of  which  I  have  been  the 
witness.  Were  I  to  use  the  only  language  I  am 
accustomed  to  use,  that  which  truly  expresses  my 
sentiments,  my  motives  might  be  misunderstood, 
or  I  should  be  accused  of  substitutingthe  effusions 
of  enthusiasm  for  the  offerings  of  diplomatic  re- 
spect. 1  content  myself  thermre,  with  the  timiJe 
expresaion  of  my  satisneiion  at  the  situatkm  in 
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which  this  GoTernment  finds  itself,  as  it  affords 
the  opportunity  of  bringing  to  its  close  the  long- 
protracted  ne^tiation  with  my  own  couDtrr. 
The  attention  of  the  Cortes  has  been  already 
called  to  this  subject,  and  they  have  been  informed 
by  His  Majesty  that  their  lotervention  will  be. 
aniet  the  {wesent  s^tem,  necessary  to  its  final 
settlement  This  interrention  cannot  be  too 
prompt,  coBsidering  either  the  effect  to  be  pro- 
ancea  on  the  fatnre  relations  between  the  two 
countries,  or  the  time  which  has  elapsed,  not  only 
since  the  signature  of  the  convention,  but  since 
the  expiration  of  the  period  at  which  the  ratifica- 
tions of  it  were,  by  express  stipolatioa,  to  hare 
been  ^changed.  The  only  questions  [H-esented 
for  decision  are  of  a  character  that  demand  but 
little  consideration.  The  principles  which  must 
*  regulate  this  decision  are  so  well  known  as  scarcely 
to  admit  a  difference  of  opinion  respecting  them. 

What  are  the  obligations  imposed  upon  Spain 
by  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  and  the  subsequent 
failure  to  ratify  it?  The  obligation  to  ratify  is 
the  ineritable  result  of  the  formation  of  a  treaty, 
and  can  only  be  aroided  by  showing  (what,  m 
this  case,  has  never  been  asserted)  that  the  nego- 
tiator who  signed  it  stipulated,  in  the  name  of  his 
Oovemment,  what  he  was  not  authorized  to  stip- 
ulate. Upon  the  princii>les  universally  recognised 
by  the  law  of  nations,  it  is  bejrond  dis^te  that  the 
fitith  of  the  nation,  once  pledged  by  its  monarch, 
hariog  competent  powv,  no  change  in  the  in- 
ternal government  can  release  it.  The  promise 
of  the  King  once  given  to  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, no  subsequent  engagement  with  his  own 
subjects,  or  with  other  nations,  can  impair  its 
strength.  If  these  principles  are  true,  the  obliga* 
tions  consequent  upon  the  failure  to  ratify  are  un- 
questionable. The  first  of  these  is  the  prompt 
ratification  of  the  instrument ;  the  second,  an  ex- 
planation of  the  causes  justifying  the  postpone- 
ment, to  this  time,  of  the  ratification,  or  an  atone- 
ment for  the  injuries  resulting  from  it.  In  urging 
an  immediate  decision,  I  am  specially  instructed 
to  add,  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Preudent 
to  avail  himself  of  the  incidents  of  this  negotia- 
tion, and  of  the  fnineiples  of  the  laws  of  nations 
applicable  to  them,  to  fasten  a  hard  and  unequal 
bargain  upon  Spain.  He  has  always  considered, 
and  still  views,  the  treaty  as  highly  advantageous 
to  Spain,  and  would  not  now  desire  its  ratification 
if,  in  the  just  and  reasonable  estimation  of  Spain 
hersdf,  it  could  be  viewed  in  any  other  light. 

The  causes  which  have  heretoforf  delayed  this 
ratification  here  present  themselves  for  examina- 
tion ;  but,  for  the  reason  already  indicated,  and 
from  a  desire  to  avoid  all  unpleasant  and  useless 
recollections,  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  them ;  it  is 
enough  that,  however  satisiactory  they  may  have 
been  made  to  appear  to  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
they  do  not  josUty,  in  the  eyes  of  the  United 
State^  the  coarse  that  has  been  pursued.  Bat 
even  taese  eaases,  so  far  as  the  judgment  of  His 
M^esty's  Ministo:  in  the  United  States  can  be 
ndied  upon,  no  longer  present  obstacles  to  the  im- 
mediate and  final  decision  of  this  a&ir.  But, 
while  the  Qoveminait  of  the  United  Slates  is  ftr 


from  considering  the  delay  which  has  taken  place 
as  justifiable,  I  am  not  instructed  by  the  President 
to  insist  upon,  or  even  to  ask,  satisfaction  for  the 
injuries  occasioned  by  it.  That  this  satisfaction 
has  not  been  claimed  by  the  United  States,  is  to 
be  imputed  not  to  any  doubt  of  their  right  to  de* 
mand,  or  of  the  oUigation  of  Spain  to  afibrd  it, 
but  has  sprung  from  the  desire  to  manifest  more 
clearlr  the  priuei(rteB  of  forbearance  and  modera- 
tion that  have  governed  their  march  in  this  nego- 
tiation- 

That  it  is  not  asked  now  arises  from  sentiments 
towards  the  Spanish  nation,  no  one  more  truly 
than  yoar  Excelleoey  can  undNstand  and  appre- 
ciate. 

What  follows  will,  I  trust,  be  found  to  be  alto- 
gether unnecessary  ;  nevertheless,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  me  to  say  to  your  Excellency  that,  if  thede- 
termination  of  Spain  to  ratify  the  convention  of 
February,  1819,  is  not  immediate,  the  claim  to 
further  satisfaction  will  be  no  longer  waived: 
that,  upon  any  future  adjustment,  the  United 
States  will  insist  upon  an  indemnity ;  that  an  ad- 
ditional provision  will  be  indispensable  for  the  ex- 
isting claims  of  their  citizens  upon  the  Spanish 
Government;  and  that  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Rio  del 
Norte  will  be  reasserted,  and  never  again  relin- 
quished. 

I  renew  to  yotir  Excellency,  whom  may  God 
preserve,  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  respect. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Don  EvABiaro  Pebiiz  ns  CAsrao,  &e. 

No.  2. 

Don  Evariato  Pms  tU  Castro  to  Mr.  For^/th. 

SAOxnoN,  Jvln  25,  1820. 
Sir:  I  have  lost  no  time  in  Uying  before  the 
King,  my  august  master,  the  contents  of  your  Ex- 
cellency^ note  of  the  Slst  instant.  His  Majesty 
has  received  with  the  gnatut  interest  and  satis- 
fitclton  the  information  contained  in  the  commu- 
nication which  yoa  were  pleased  to  make  to  me 
concerning  the  instructions  which  you  had  re- 
ceived from  your  Government,  and  which  are 
conformaUe  to  what  has  been  communicated  by 
the  Minister  of  Spain  at  Washington.  You  may- 
be firmly  persuaded  that  the  desires  of  tlm  cabinet 
to  see  a  prompt  termination  of  the  business  left 
pending  by  the  non-ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
February,  1819,  on  the  part  of  the  King,  are  as 
lively  and  sincere  as  its  will  is  decided;  and  it  is 
full  of  hope  that  the  decision  of  this  subject  will 
be  satisfactory  for  both  States,  and  apt  to  found 
upon  unalterable  bases  the  friendship  which  His 
Majesty  is  desirous  of  preserving  with  the  United 
States. 

It  being  indispensable  to  hear  the  Cortes  of  the 
kingdom,  before  the  King,  my  master,  can  take 
the  final  step  which  the  President  desires,  and 
with  which  his  Majesty  flatters  himself  to  see  the 
present  dispute  happily  terminated,  he  has  been 
pleased  to  command  me  to  put  this  business  in  a 
state  of  being  presented  to  the  National  Congren 
so  speedily  as  that  it  may  experience  no  mote  de- 
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lay  tbao  may  be  absolutely  indispensable  to  ac- 
eomplish  it.  I  bare  receired  this  order  with  sin- 
gular pleasure,  as  being  so  agreeable  to  my  per- 
sonal sentiments,  and  oTercomiug,  by  diut  of 
activity,  every  impediment  wbicb  might  oppose 
the  desired  ready  despatch  of  this  important  sub- 
ject, through  my  recent  entrance  into  this  ministry, 
and  the  imperious  necessity  of  my  informing  my- 
self of  its  former  and  present  state.  1  hare  the 
honor  to  assure  you  that  I  hasten,  and,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  the  expression,  count  the  moments,  to 
jHreseot  myself  before  the  Cortes  with  this  business ; 
It  being  my  solicitude  to  give  every  activity  to  its 
resolution,  and  not  to  delay  an  instant  the  desired 
conclusion  of  the  whole.  In  the  meantiine,  His 
Majesty  has  seen  with  satisfaction  the  sentiments 
which  animate  the  President  of  the  United  State», 
(an  estimable  proof  that  he  has  confidence  in  those 
of  the  King,  my  au^t  master,  and  in  the  punc- 
tuality and  good  faith  of  the  nation,  happily  re- 
gcneiated  by  the  new  institutions,)  which  cannot 
mil  to  designate  in  the  acts  of  the  Government 
that  firm  and  loyal  march  of  which  the  noble 
Spanish  character  and  the  wisdom  of  their  rep- 
resentatives are  the  guarantees. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to 
you  the  demonstrations  of  my  great  consideration ; 
and  I  pray  Qod  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

Tonr  most  obedient  servant, 

PEREZ  D£  CASTRO. 


Mr.  Ariytik  (o  Mr.  Adtmtj  (marked  primOe.) 

OCTOBEH  5,  1820. 

Dbah  Sid:  Three  days  since,  the  political  com- 
mission made  a  report  to  the  Cortes,  and  this  day, 
in  secret  session,  that  body  advised  the  King  to 
cede  the  Floridaa  to  the  United  States.  They 
have  also  declared  null  and  void  the  cessions  of 
land  to  Alagon,  &c.,  although  the  treaty  of  Feb- 
xuaiy,  1819,  should  not  be  ratified.  I  presume  I 
•half  receive  from  the  Minister  of  State  early  in- 
formation of  the  King's  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  sincerely  and  respectfully,  your 
obedicDt  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Joan  €loiNCT  Adams,  SeerOary  of  State. 

ifr.  Ibnglh  to  Ifr.  AcUmtf  (JVb.  21,)  datei 
BiAUBin,  Ootebtr  11, 1820. 
Sib  :  On  the  5th  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  the  Cortes  had  authorized  the  Kiojg  to  cede 
the  Fioridas  to  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
convention  of  February  23, 1819.  On  the  6th  I 
received  from  Mr.  De  Castro  an  official  notice  of 
the  determination  of  the  Cortes,  and  a  request  to 
be  informed  of  the  wishes  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  eighth  article,  as  I  sup- 
posed with  a  view  to  have  the  ratification  of  the 
King  in  such  terms  as  to  prevent  the  necessity  of 
any  thing  bat  the  mere  delivery  of  the  treaty  at 
'Washington,  where  the  ratifications  are  to  be  ex- 
changed A  copy  of  his  note  is  enclosed,  marked 
No.  1.  I  replied  on  the  7th ;  a  copy  of  my  an- 
swer is  marked  No  2.  This  answer  1  carried  with 


me  to  the  palace,  it  being  Court  day.  In  the  Sec- 
retary of  Bute's  office  I  received  a  message  from 
Mr.  De  Castro,  who  was  confined  to  his  bed  at 
home,  requesting  me  to  visit  him.  1  went  imme- 
diately, and  earned  with  me  my  answer  to  his  note. 
As  he  reads  English  with  difficulty,  he  opened,  byt 
did  Dot  read  it.  His  object  appeared  to  be  to  ascertain 
if  I  was  authorized  to  make  any  stipulations  about 
the  eiffhth  article  of  the  treaty,  or  if  there  was  a 
probaralityof-obtainiog  any  stipulations  in  Wash- 
in^n  favorable  to  Spanish  claimants  for  injuries 
suffered  from  the  United  States.  He  said  the 
Cortes  had  given  the  King  authority  to  execute 
the  treaty,  and  to  set  aside  the  grants  of  Alagon 
and  Ponon  Rostro;  that  of  Vargas  was  out  of  the 
question,  being  subsequent  to  the  24th  of  Jaaouy, 
1818.  He  spoke  of  the  cession  of  Vaxgas  as  a, 
fund  for  the  payment  of  American  cbiiau  on  • 
Spain;  said  the  treaty  was  clearly  in  fiiTOc  oC 
Alagon  and  Punon  Rostro.  The  24th  of  January 
was  not  assumed  as  an  arbttrary  date,  bat  fixed 
upon  on  principle  by  Mr.  Onis,  wlio,  in  his  leUer 
to  Mr.  Adams  of  the  10th  of  March,  stated,  after 
acknowledging  he  believed  them  to  be  posterior  to 
the  24th  January,  that  he  would  have  usisted  on 
their  being  admitted  as  valid  had  he  known  them 
to  be  anterior.   Mr.  De  Castro  had  no  desire  to 

Procure  any  tbing  for  such  people  as  Alagon  and 
oocHi  Rostro,  Init  thought  it  equiuUe  that  the 
United  States  should  set  apart  a  portion  of  this 
fund,  increased  by  Spain's  abandoning  the  litenl 
imjiort  of  the  treaty,  for  the  bniefit  of  Spanisfa 
subjects.  To  all  this  I  answered  what  was  con- 
tained in  my  letter— I  had  no  autbtKiiy  to  make 
any  stipulations.  So  far  as  regarded  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  the  question  wu  con- 
sidered as  settled.  I  begved  him  not  to  thi^  of 
asking  any  thing  at  Wi^ington ;  it  eonld  not  be 
granted ;  might  do  injury ;  could  not  piodnoe  any 
good  result.  I  reminded  him  that  the  offer  made 
in  October,  1819,  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando 
and  duiroga,  the  admission  of  the  American  de- 
claration against  the  grant,  was  a  condition  upon 
which  alone  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain 
could  be  admitted ;  and  also  of  the  declaration  of 
Geoeral  Vives,  that,  upon  the  subject  of  the  grants, 
he  was  satisfied  with  the  explanations  given  to 
and  received  from  Mr.  Adams,  at  Washington 
and  that  these  donations  were  never  insurmount- 
able obsucles  to  the  mtification  ot  the  treaty  on 
the  part  of  Spain.  He  replied  that  this  admission 
was  on  the  supposition  tiat  the  other  ex^natioos 
would  be  set^actcHT.  Satisfaction  not  having 
been  received  on  the  last  and  most  important,  the 
others  might  again  be  Imwght  into  view.  He 
talked  of  the  guarantee  ofiered  by  Mr.  Pin^ney; 
of  there  being  no  provision  in  the  treaty  for  Span- 
ish claimants,  as  there  vras  in  that  of  180&  t  and 
how  desirable  it  would  be  if  something  could  be 
procured  for  them  on  the  adjustment  of  this  diffi- 
culty in  the  convention— an  adjustment  in  which 
Spam  gave  up  what  was  clearly  secured  to  scune 
of  her  subjects.  I  remarked  to  him  that  the  oSet 
made  by  the  instructions  of  the  President  in  July 
last  was  made  on  the  admission  of  Oensal  Vives 
that  there  would  be  no  denaa  rejecting  the  grants. 
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If  these  were  brooght  again  into  question,  my  Gov- 
ernment was  not  bound  by  the  offer  then  made. 
He  said  it  appeared  somewhat  unequitable  and 
hard  to  insist  upon  the  alteration  or  modification 
of  the  treaty  witnout  any  equivalent.  To  this  I  an- 
swered, tbatall  he  had  urged  mighthave  been  plau- 
sible if  urged  before  August  22, 18l9 ;  but,  after  the 
delays  which  had  occurred,and  theincidentsof  the 
n^tiation,  we  thought  we  exercised  a  degree  of 
unexampled  moderation  in  agreeing  to  take  the 
ratificauon  on  the  terms  originatly  agreed  apon  and 
understood  between  the  two  negotiators.  We  bad 
some  conversation  on  the  mode  of  ratification  by 
the  King,  to  obviate  all  difficulty  at  Washington. 
I  stated  to  him  that  this,  of  course,  was  a  matter 
in  which  we  would  do  whatever  was  apeeaUe  to 
the  Spanish  Oormiment.  The  Amencan  decla- 
ration of  the  force  of  the  ei^th  article  might  be 
revived  by  Spain ;  a  declaration  might  be  made 
br  the  King,  declaring  the  sense  in  which  His 
Majesty  understood  it;  or  a  joint  declaration 
n^ght  be  made.  He  proposed  seeing  me  again  on 
the  following  day  at  twelr^  io  company  with  a 
confidential  person,  at  the  office,  if  he  was  able  to 
go  out,  or  in  his  room,  if  he  was  not ;  to  which  I 
consented.  At  parting,  I  pointed  out  to  him,  in 
the  published  documents  relating  to  the  treaty, 
which  1  carried  for  the  purpose,  me  declaration  I 
was  directed  to  present  by  my  first  instructions ;  the 
instructions  relating  to  it;  the  subsequent  instruc- 
tions modified,  which  came  to  me  by  the  Hornet ; 
and  my  offer  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and 
<toiroga,  nude  in  conformity  with  them.  He 
Mid  M  would  examine  the  papas,  sketch  some- 
thing to  show  me  in  oar  next  interview,  woold 
despatch  every  thing  with  the  greatest  posaiUe  ex- 
pedition, and  send  off  a  messenger  to  Washing- 
ton. 

On  the  8th  I  saw  him  again  at  bis  house,  at 
twelve ;  he  had  with  him  the  elder  Heredia ;  the 
conTersntion  was  a  repetition  of  that  of  yesterday. 
The  only  new  idea  exjnressed  was,  that  it  was  im- 
portuit  to  the  new  Govemm«it  to  gain  credit 
by  procun'ng  some  advantage  in  arranging  the 
busiaess  of  the  treaty,  and  a  suggestion  that  Mr. 
Onia  would  not  have  made  the  treaty  iQ  any  terms 
but  those  in  which  the  eighth  article  is  expressed. 
To  the  first  I  replied  that  the  new  Government 
would  deserve  and  receive  all  praise  for  saving 
Iht  country  from  the  consequoieeBof  the  impolitic 
steps  of  the  old,  and  preserve  the  honor  of  the  na> 
tion  by  abandmii^  pretoisiwiB  which  injured  its 
4Aameter ;  to  the  last,  that  this  suggestion  was 
alti^fetber  at  variance  with  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Pizarro,  Mr.  Onis's  expressed  willingness  to  give 
up  the  donations,  and  with  the  remark  made  to 
me  by  Mr.  Cam  Vrujo,  "  that  he  regretted  that 
the  giants  had  not  been  executed  by  name."  Here- 
dia urged,  in  the  conversation,  that  the  United 
Sutesliad,  in  the  treaty,  admitted  it  to  be  neces- 
sary to  the  King's  honor  that  the  grants  prior  to 
the  24th  of  January,  1818,  should  be  preserved. 
This  conclusion  I  positively  denied.  In  allowing 
Mr.  Onis  to  shape  the  eighth  article,  we  did  not 
become  parties  to  the  correctness  or  propriety  of 
his  opinionr;  on  the  contrary,  in  our  opinion,  the 


honor  of  the  King  was  concerned  to  make  void 
all  donations  made  subsequent  to  the  date  of  his 
full  power  to  his  negotiator  to  cede  the  Flor- 
idas.  The  conversation  concluded  by  a  formal 
request  from  Mr.  De  Castro  to  know  what  my 
impressions  were  on  this  point,  and  whether  th^ 
could  calculate  on  my  good  ofiSces  with  my 
Qovernment  to  procure  some  advantage  to  Spain, 
in  consideration  of  its  desire  to  gratify  us  in  this 
business,  and  of  the  similarity  of  the  institu- 
tions of  the  two  Governments.  I  gave  bim  my 
thoughts  without  reserve :  "that  the  ground  which 
must  be  taken  was  altogether  untenable ;  that  it 
would  injure,  could  not  benefit,  the  Spanish  Gov- 
emmoit;  that  the  United  States  would  receive 
any  intimations  on  this  point  with  surprise  and 
regret  As  for  myself,  with  the  strongest  desire 
to  do  every  thing  to  gratify  this  Government,  I 
could  not  say  any  thing  to  my  own  in  &vQr  of 
pretensions  I  believed  to  be  altc^rether  unreascm- 
able."  Mr.  De  Castro  said  that,  m  presenting  the 
subject,  it  would  be  done  in  such  a  way  as  to  pre- 
vent any  bad  effect :  turning  to  Heredia,  he  re- 
marked that  it  must  be  attempted  at  Washington. 
He  concluded  by  saying  that  ne  should  pass  to  me 
a  note,  imbodying  what  had  been  urged  in  our 
conversation,  which  he  hoped  I  would  answer  in 
the  shortest  convenient  time,  as  he  was  anxious  to 
send  off  a  messenger  to  the  United  States.  This 
I  promised,  stating  to  hhn^  at  the  same  time,  the 
necessity  of  despatching  bis  messenger  at  the  ear- 
liest hour  possible,  as  Congress  wouU  be  in  session 
before  he  could  possibly  arrive. 

On  recollection,  1  find  I  hare  omitted  a  remark 
made  by  both  Heredia  and  de  Castro,  that,  ac- 
cording to  my  first  imtroctions,  as  contained  in 
the  printed  documents,  I  was  authorized  to  ex- 
change the  ratifications  without  insisting  upon 
the  declaration  of  the  import  of  the  eighth  article 
being  received;  that  this  exchange  would  have 
secured  to  the  claimants  the  large  grants,  which 
they  might  have  recovered  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States.  To  this  I  answered,  that  such  were 
my  instructions,  but  they  were  founded  upon  the 
belief  that  the  notice  given  to  the  Spanish  Qot- 
emment,  through  Mr.  Onis,  rendered  the  declara- 
tion unimportant;  that,  certainly,  if  the  treaty  had 
been  rati^  by  Spain,  the  question  of  the  grants 
would  have  become  a  judicial  in  place  of  a  poli- 
tical one.  But  supposmg^what  I  conld  not  aunit, 
that  the  tribunals  of  the  iTnited  States  could  bare 
dended  in  favor  of  the  claimants  t  this  deeiaion 
would  hare  been  the  foundation  of  a  demand  on 
Spain  for  an  equivalent  or  satisfaction.  This  con- 
versation endured  two  hours.  In  this,  as  well  as 
in  that  of  the  7th,  I  am  unable  to  give  any  thins 
but  the  substance,  without  regarding  the  order  of 
what  was  said.  My  impressions  are,  tha^  after 
making  all  exertions  to  obtain  some  advantage, 
and  faUing,  they  will  proceed  on  the  business  as 
they  ought  to  have  done  witbont  having  made  any 
exertion.  What  is  most  impleasant  is,  to  pereeive 
that  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Onis,  as  expressol  in  his 
hook,  have  weight  with  this  QovemmenL  and  that 
what  is  done  is  rather  a  sacrifice  to  policy  than 
founded  on  a  conviction  of  the  justice  and  equity 
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of  our  demands,  or  on  a  proper  sense  of  our  mode- 
lation  and  forbearance. 

Late  at  nieht  on  the  9th  I  received  Mr.  De  Cas- 
tro*8  letter  01  that  day's  date,  the  copy  of  which  is 
marked  No.  3,  to  which  I  replied  on  the  day  suc- 
ceeding: the  copf  of  the  answer  is  marked  No.  4. 
This  leferenoe  to  the  afialr  of  the  grant*  is  disa- 
greeable, and  will  be  altogether  unexpected.  After 
what  has  occurred,  I  cmnot  suppose  the  Spanish 
ministry  can  hope  to  succeed  m  procuring  any 
thing  more  at  our  hands ;  perhaps  the  sole  object 
is  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  ratification  on  their 
part.  I  am  endeavoring  to  procure  accurate  in- 
formation of  all  that  occurred  in  the  Cortes.  My 
Iffivate  letter  of  the  5th  is  almost  a  literal  transla- 
tion of  a  note  from  one  of  the  deputies ;  and  I  have 
been  since  informed  that  the  Cortes  would  not 
hear  a  petition  from  Punon  Rostro  in  relation  to 
his  claim,  considering  the  whole  affair  at  an  end 
by  their  previous  decision  on  the  treaty. 

Shortly  after  the  publication  of  Mr.  Onis's  book, 
I  conceived  that  some  of  its  statements  were  so 
injurious  to  us  as  to  require  examination,  and  pro- 
posed to  publuh  a  review  of  it,  to  be  distributed 
among  the  members  of  the  Cortes.  The  affair  of 
the  treaty  came  so  soon  under  the  consideration 
of  that  body  after  I  had  procured  a  copy  of  the 
book,  that  It  was  impossible  to  do  more  than  to 
make  a  few  hasty  remarks  upon  it,  and  to  have 
distributed  five  or  six  copies  of  a  translation  of 
them  among  the  principal  members.  A  copy  of 
this  translation  is  sent  to  you,  marked  No.  5.  No- 
6  is  the  copy  of  an  original  paper  received  from 
 an  extract  from  which,  in  cipher,  was  for- 
warded to  you  some  time  ago. 

The  Cortes  have  resolved,  according  to  the  con- 
stitutional provision,  to  continue  their  session  until 
Nofembtf. 

At  Niqbt. 

At  6,  this  afternoon,  I  received  Mr.  De  Castro's 
letter  of  this  day's  date,  which  I  answered  imme- 
diately. The  copies  01  the  letter  and  answa  are 
marked  Nob.  7  and  8. 

This  last  letter  confirms  the  conjecture  I  have 
made  that  the  object  is  to  enhance  the  value  of 
what  will  be  called  the  concession  of  Spaia  to  the 
American  construction  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
toeaty.  I  r^et  extremely  that  any  thing  has  been 
said  by  the  Ministers  of  this  Government  on  this 
topic,  as  it  will  have  the  effect  of  weakening,  in 
some  degree,  the  confidence,  not  so  much  in  the 
uprightness  of  their  intentions  as  in  the  frankness 
of  their  mode  of  proceeding.  No  doubt  something 
will  be  said  by  General  Vives  on  this  point,  or,  at 
least,  he  will  formally  communicate  the  letter  of 
Mr.  De  Castro  of  the  9fb.  I  shall  send  triplicates 
of  this  commnaicaUou — one  by  Bordeaux,  one  by 
Gibraltar,  and  one  by  the  Spanish  courier  who 
carries  the  ratified  treaty  to  the  Spanish  Minister 
at  Washington. 

As  soon  as  he  is  fairly  out  of  Madrid,  I  shall 
think  of  usiog  the  permission  of  the  President  to 
return  to  the  United  States^  before  1  leave  this, 
however,  I  shall  hare  occasion  to  write  to  you 
agaiiL  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


No.  1. 

Mr.  De  Qutro,  3S»isUr  of  fbn^  iVspatdk,  to  Jfr. 
fbnyth,  MMtter  PlemtpaUiOiasy  4  MM 

MAnaiD,  October  6, 1820. 

Sts :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
lency that  the  Cortes  cH  the  nation,  in  aecret  set- 
sion,  have  authorized  His  Majes^'s  Goveninient 
to  ratify  the  cession  of  the  territory  situated  east 
of  the  Mississipm,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  to  the  United  States,  a^ 
that,  consequently,  there  is  no  incoavenioice  in 
proceeding,  on  the  part  of  the  King,  to  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  concluded  at  WashingtcHt  on 
the  22d  day  of  February,  1819. 

His  Majesty  would  have  immediately  proceeded 
to  command  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  to  be  ex- 
tended, bad  it  not  been  for  the  interference  of  the 
circumstance  that  your  Excellency's  Gk>veniiDent, 
after  coafirminff  and  ratifying,  on  its  part,  the  said 
instrument,  as  the  Plenipotentiaries  duly  authorized 
by  the  high  contracting  parties  had  extended  it, 
manifested  its  desire  to  have  some  explanaticHis 
or  modifications  in  the  text  of  the  eighth  artielb 
which  relates  to  the  property  of  certain  anoeeupiN 
and  royal  lands  in  both  Floridas.   This  incident, 
or  proposal  of  modification,  made  by  the  Gotctp- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  which  has  contributed, 
in  a  great  part,  to  the  delay  and  difficulties  which 
have  occurred,  might  have  rendered  improper,  at 
that  time,  and  an  event  little  agreeable  to  the 
American  Government,  a  ratification  extended  ui 
the  usual  form,  which,  relapsing  upon  the  said  in- 
strument with  all  and  each  of  its  clauses  and  ar- 
tiule»,  would,  consequently,  embrace  those  of  the 
eighth  article,  referred  to  iu  the  f<Min  in  which  it 
had  been  conceived.    This  being  the  case,  aud 
His  MajesU^  being  desirous,  conformably  to  the 
inteotioa  of^the  Cortes,  that  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  ^ould  terminate  at  once  ail  the  differences 
whicn  have  for  so  many  years  existed  btf  ween  the 
two  Governments  whose  interest  in  a  reciprocal 
good  understanding  has  been  increased  by  the  na- 
ture of  their  political  institutions,  has  thought  it 
necessary  that,  for  extending  the  ratiGcatiou,  an  ex- 
planation should  precede,limited  and  circumscribed 
to  the  point  of  the  modifications  which  your  Ex- 
cellency' Government  requires  to  be  in  the  text  of 
the  eigoth  article,  since  all  the  other  articles  {»«- 
sent  no  difficulty,  nor  need  any  further  explana- 
tion in  order  to  oe  ratified^  on  tne  part  of  His  Ma- 
jesty, according  to  their  literal  tenor.    Your  Ex- 
cellency's Government  has  indicated  a  desire  of 
haying  a  modification  in  the  context  of  the  said 
article ;  and  as,  for  determining  what  ought  to  be 
and  what  is  agreeaUe  to  the  interest  of  both  coun- 
tries, it  may  be  necessary  to  jffoceed  by  comnuA 
consent,  I  am  desirous  ot  knowing  if  your  Excel- 
lency is  authorized  to  point  out  ue  modification 
and  explanation,  as  I  also  am  by  His  Majesty  for 
the  same  purpose.   If  your  Excellency  be  so,  we 
might,  in  a  very  few  days,  have  this  point  setded 
in  a  manner  reciprocally  satisfactory ;  and,  in  case 
of  your  not  being  so,  I  could  desire  at  least  that 
we  nad  a  conference  for  the  purpose  of  agiedng 
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on  the  meftos  by  which  thb  only  obstacle  may  be 
lemored,  whkh  mi^ht  nresenl  itself  to  the  ezchanse 
of  the  miifieations  m  Washington^  if  it  shoald  be 
lemitted  by  His  Majesty,  extended  in  the  usual 
form,  em^cing  all  and  each  of  the  clauses  of  the 
sixteen  articles  of  the  treaty  confirmed  at  Wa^- 
incton  on  the  22d  of  Febnury  of  the  past  year, 
1819. 

I  therefore  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assu- 
rances of  my  distingoisoed  esteem,  ana  pray  God 
that  you  may  live  many  years. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  &itbful 
servant, 

E.  PEREZ  DE  CASTRO. 
To  the  Minister  of  the  United  SUUet. 

No.  2. 

Me.  Fhnsth  to  Mr.  Be  Qutro,  dated 

Madrid,  October  7,  1820. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your  Ex- 
cellency's official,  aoDouocing  to  me  that  the  Cortes 
had  authorized  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  to 
ratify  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United 
States.  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  it,  I 
must  refer  your  uxcelieocy  to  my  letter  of  the  2l8t 
of  July,  in  which  I  stated,  by  the  instructions  of 
the  President,  that,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate  should  again  be 
given,  before  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  of  the  22d  February,  1819^  could  take  place, 
inasmuch  as  the  six  months  witbm  which  it  should 
have  been  made  had  expired.  I  am  not,  therefore, 
authorized  to  do  more  than  has  already  Men  done. 
Perfectly  possessed,  however,  of  the  opinions  and 
wishes  of  my  Government  in  relation  to  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty,  I  can  give  your  Excellency 
all  the  information  that  can  be  desired  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  any  difficulty  in  the  exchange  of 
ratifications  at  Washington.  In  my  official  com- 
munication of  the  2d  ofUctober,  1819,  to  the  Duke 
of  San  Fernando  and  Q.uiroga,  accompanied  by 
the  copy  of  a  declaration  to  be  delivered  on  the 
exchange  of  ratifications,  should  it  be  made,  your 
Excellency  will  probably  find  all  that  it  may  be 
important  to  know.  If  these  should  not  be  suffi- 
cient, it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  confer  with  your 
Excellency  at  any  hour  it  may  be  convenient  for 
you  to  appoint.  In  expressing  to  your  Excellency 
the  very  great  satisfaction  I  have  received  from 
the  near  prospect  of  a  most  friendly  termination  of 
the  disputes  wbtcb  have  so  long  unhappily  agitated 
our  respective  Governments,  I  must  take  leave  to 
add  that  the  United  States  have  never  desired  to 
change  or  modify  any  part  of  the  treaty  of  1819 ; 
their  sole  object  has  been,  and  still  is,  to  have  it 
ratified  upon  the  well-known  terms,  and  according 
to  the  acknowledged  intentions  of  the  respective 
negotiators  of  it. 

1  renew  your  Excellency,  to  whom  may  God 
preserve,  the  assorances  of  my  most  respectful 
consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Don  £.  Peasz  db  Cabtko^  &c. 


No.  3. 

Mr.  De  Castro,  Miaiater  of  fbra^  Jktpatdiy  to  Mr. 
Fbr»yth,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 

State*  of  America,  dated  at 

Madrid,  October  9, 1820. 

Sir  :  On  the  6th  current  I  had  the  honor  to  com- 
municate to  your  Excellency  that  the  Cortes  had 
authorized  His  Majesty's  Government  to  cede  the 
Floridas  to  the  United  States;  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  act,  no  other  obstacle  presented  it- 
self against  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  the  King, 
to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  confirmed  at  Was& 
ington  the  22d  February,  1819,  except  that  which 
arose  from  the  modification  or  explanation  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  same  treaty,  solicited  by  the 
American  Government  after  the  confirmation,  and 
even  the  ratification,  on  its  part,  of  the  said  agree- 
ment *,  adding  that,  if  your  Exeellotey  wwe  au- 
thorized, we  could  proceed  to  make  the  denred  ex- 
planation, with  r^rd  to  the  object  of  said  ci^ih 
article,  in  terms  agreeable  to  the  interests  of  Doth 
countries;  that  we  could  terminate  this  business 
very  soon }  and  that,  by  all  means,  I  was  desiroui 
of  a  conference  between  us.  in  order  to  the  remo^ 
val  of  this  only  obstacle  wnich  could  oppose  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  in  Washington. 
Your  Excellency  has  had  the  goodness  to  re^y  to 
me,  dated  the  7to,  complimenting  me  on  the  l^oxr 
imity  of  an  order  that  went  to  terminate  the  difio^ 
ences  that  existed  for  so  lon^  a  time  between  th? 
two  Governments,  but  manifesting  to  me  at  tha 
same  time  that,  in  consequence  of  the  period  fixed 
for  Uie  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  that  instrument 
having  been  overrun,  it  ought  agam  to  be  presented 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes,  agreeably  to 
the  Constitution ;  by  which  circumstance  your  Eso- 
cellency  had  not  the  power  to  act  in  the  nwotifr- 
tion  further  than  you  had  done,  although,  hdng 
perfectly  instructed  in  the  intentions  of  your  Qov- 
emment  upon  the  said  article  of  the  treaty^  yon 
could  furnish  me  with  the  necessary  dates  in  re- 
gard to  them  in  the  conference  which  we  might 
have,  and  which  we  actually  had  ou  that  day. 

Both  yesterday  and  before,  I  had  the  honor  to 
point  out  to  yonr  Excellency  the  difficulties  which 
opposed  the  explanation  or  modification  demanded 
by  the  American  Government  of  the  context  of 
the  eighth  article,  since,  according  to  the  literal 
and  very  Explicit  tenor  of  it,  every  donation  or 
grant  of  lands  in  the  Floridas  made  by  authority 
of  His  Majesty,  prior  to  the  24th  January,  181^ 
was  declared  vahd  or  firm,  at  the  same  time  that 
every  grant  made  after  the  said  24th  of  Janoary 
was  annulled.  It  appeared  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  determining  of  that  date  was  not  a  casual  oc- 
currence, anpiemeditated,  and  directed  solely  to 
mark  one  day  or  epoch ;  since  then  nothing  could 
have  been  more  obvious  and  natural  than  to  hare 
designated  the  1st  day  of  the  same  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  which  was  ^e  banning  of  the  year; 
and  it  was  distinctly  considered  that  the  inteiition 
of  the  Plenipotentiaries  was  to  establish  a  princi- 
ple I^al  and  justly  expressed  in  the  text  of  the 
same  article,  in  continuance  from  the  date,  which 
it  was  to  give  fora  foundation— that  His  Majesty's 
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PloupotentiuT  od  that  day  solemnly  offered  the 
cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  denote  that  it  was  then,  and  not  before,  when 
His  Majesty,  by  said  offer,  tied  up  his  hands  from 
making  innorations  in  those  territories,  and  when, 
by  the  same  offer,  the  indisputable  right,  which, 
without  that,  enabled  him  to  dispose  of  the  abso- 
lute propertr  of  anv  lands  belongmg  to  his  Crowo, 
was  suspended.  The  tenor  of  this  article  was  al- 
ready not  onlr  admitted  and  confirmed  by  the  Pleni- 

Stentiaries,  but  was  also  ratified  by  the  American 
iTcmment,  jointly,  with  all  the  other  articles 
which  the  treaty  embraced,  when  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Mr.  Adams,  thought  fit  to  ask  of  Mr.  Qais  an 
explanation  about  the  grants  of  land  made  by  His 
M^eity  at  the  end  tiS  the  year  1817,  the  validity  of 
which^^iearedto  have  been  recognised  by  theleiter 
of  the  treaty,  they  being  anterior  to  the  2itb  January, 
1816,  and  upon  which  both  Plenipotentiaries  were 
■apposed  to  nave  proceeded  with  a  certain  equivoea- 
tioo  of  the  fact,  having  believed  them  posterior  to 
the  epoch  mentioned.  Mr.  Onis,  notwithstanding 
that  all  his  functicMU  and  powers  upon  the  subject 
had  expired  with  the  coaclusion  and  confirmation 
of  the  treaty,  did  not  refuse  to  give  a  Arm  proof  of 
the  good  faith  of  his  Qoremment,  and  of  his  own, 
by  ^nkly  confessing  that  in  fact  he  had  under- 
stood that  the  grants  of  land  referred  to  were  pos- 
terior to  the  24th  January,  1818,  but  added  at  the 
same  time  a  circumstance  worthy  of  notice,  and 
perfectly  conformable  to  the  tenor  of  the  eighth 
uticle  J  and  it  was  that,  as  the  fixing  of  that  epoch 
had  bem  founded  upon  the  principle  that  the  24th 
Jannuy,  and  not  before,  was  the  aar  on  which,  by 
auans  of  the  solemn  ofler  of  the  Floridas,  the  io- 
diCTitable  power  which  His  Majesty  before  had 
<^  disposing  of  those  lands  remained  suspended,  if 
^  bad  known  that  all  or  any  of  said  grants  were 
■alerior  to  the  24th  January}  he  would  hare  in- 
sisted upon  the  acknowledgment  of  such  as  were 
so,  and  would  not  hare  consented  to  their  being 
annidled.  Taking  the  first  part  of  this  declaration 
of  Mr.  Onis  as  a  foundation,  and  feigning  igno- 
rance of  the  second,  the  American  Qovemment 
solicited,  by  means  of  your  Excellency  at  this 
Court,  that^  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty,  an  explanation  should  be 
added,  which  was  fundamentally  a  real  revocation 
of  the  literal  context  of  the  eighth  article.  The 
sempuloiia  good  faith  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment restrained  it  from  entering  upon  a  question 
^out  what  wrong  the  equivocation,  or,  to  speak 
more  properly,  the  want  of  exact  knowledge  of  a 
fiwt,  authentic,  solemn,  and  of  more  than  a  year's 
aotnriety  and  publicity  in  a  supreme  council  and 
dianccry  of  the  nation,  could  do  to  one  who  had 
die  means,  and,  in  a  certain  d^ree,  the  necessity 
<^  Iwing  informed  of  it  with  evidence.  But  two 
esBentia!  points  did  not  cease  to  call  the  attention 
ci  Hia  Majesty :  1st.  That  if  any  equivocation 
eotild  have  happened  about  the  date  of  the  grants, 
in  order  to  their  being  a  pure  deed,  it  never  could 
hare  been,  nor  was  it,  in  the  recognition  of  the 
principle  which  served  as  a  basis,  and  was  the  real 
loimdation  of  the  eighth  article — that  is,  that  the 
Spanish  Qoremment  did  not  consider  itself  bound. 


nor  did  the  American  Qovemment  consider  it 
hound,  in  the  use  of  its  rightaaafasolatelcH^of  the 
lands  of  Florida,  unless  by  means  of  the  ofier  nude 
on  the  24th  January,  1818,  and  only  from  thu 
epoch ;  that  an  essential  equivocation  could  bare 
been  in  this  date,  it  was  necessary  to  prove  that  it 
was  not  that  of  the  said  solemn  offer,  since  thai 
was  the  module  or  symbol  to  which  all  the  dates 
of  the  grants  ought  to  be  adjusted,  and  with  which 
they  ought  to  be  compared,  in  order  to  decide  npon 
their  validity  or  nullity,  and  not  to  pretend,  as  tmd 
been  pretended,  to  accommodate  it  to  the  otheis, 
by  altering  that  date  inversely.   2d.  That  if  tbe 
American  Government  availed  itself  of,  and  found- 
ed its  desires  of  an  oplanation  upon,  the  fonner 
part  of  Mr.  Onis'i  declaration,  which  in  any  war 
favored  it,  neither  could  it  in  honor  and  good  ftitn 
reject  the  second  part  of  that  declaration,  to  con- 
stitute the  whole  one  self-same  act  and  a  «n^ 
document.   If  Mr.  Onis  confessed  the  equivoca- 
tion about  the  date  of  the  grants,  he  also  confessed 
that  he  would  not  have,  for  his  part,  subscribed  to 
annul  that  which  had  taken  place  anterior  to  the 
24th  January.    What  will  be  inferred,  then,  in 
reality  and  sound  logic,  from  that  declaration, 
taken  conjointly?   Will  it  be  an  accident  which 
had  expressed  the  real,  or  at  least  the  intentional, 
connivance  of  both  the  Plenipotentiaries  concern- 
ing the  annulling  of  the  grants  referred  to,  which 
were  anterior  to  the  24th  January,  as  the  American 
Government  pretends  t  An  interpretation  like  this 
is  diametrically  o^xtsite  not  only  to  the  second 
part  of  the  declaration  of  Mr.Onis,bateTea  to  the 
legal  principle  established  in  the  same  e^hth  ar* 
tide.   All  that  can  be  inferred,  at  most,  waa^  and 
is,  that  the  error  into  which  both  parties  had  ran 
about  the  sobrtonce  of  the  eiehth  article  had  ten- 
dered it  null,  invalid,  and  toseless ;  and  that  it 
was  necessary  to  remodel  it,  and  agree  upon  some- 
thing to  the  point  by  a  new  mutual  ag^mcnt, 
and  not  by  the  way  of  a  declaration  or  explanatimi, 
which  its  context  did  not  admit. 

The  question  accidentally  presented  in  this 
humble  view  would  not  have  been  offered,  nor 
given  an  opportunity  for  the  many  difficulties 
which  hare  occurred.  The  grants  made  to  Don 
Pedro  de  Vargas  could  have  been  immedutely 
separated,  and,  as  being  posterior  to  the  24th  of 
January,  1818,  might  have  been  declared  the 

f)roperty  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
etter  and  spirit  of  the  article;  and,  witA  regard 
to  the  other  two,  tmterior  to  the  said  day,  upon 
which  grants  the  equivocation  had  relapse^  the 
liberal  medium  might  hare  been  adoptedL  wliich 
is  generally  uxed  in  doubtful  cases,  by  yi^ding  to 
each  one  a  part  of  his  claims,  in  compliance  with 
a  ^ood  UDderstandine.  But  as  this  was  not  so- 
licited by  your  ExcelFency,  and  if  the  text  of  the 
eighth  article,  whose  letter,  and  the  principle 
which  supported  it,  favored  Spain,  might  yet  re- 
ceive an  interpretation  diametrically  opposite  to 
the  said  letter,  being  founded  for  that  purpose  oo 
a  declaration  of  Mr.  Onis,  the  second  part  of 
which  evidently  resisted  a  similar  interpretation, 
difficulties  seemed  easily  to  arise  from  faeace, 
which,  with  more  or  less  foundation,  might  be 
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likewise  converted  into  suspicions  concerniDg  the 
stability  of  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty,  on 
seeing  the  readiness  with  which  doubts  had  arisen 
also  concerniDg  one,  the  literal  tenor  of  which 
seemed  leas  ambigaoos.  This  disposition  of  the 
thoughts  brenght  to  reeoUectioQ  the  offer  of  a 

Siarantee  me  Spanish  possessions  in  North 
merica,  made  bv  his  EzceUoicy  Mr.  Pinckney, 
on  the  7th  of  Feoniary,  1802,  in  the  name  of  the 
ITnited  States,  in  case  the  Spanish  Government 
would  consenttfo  cede  the  Floridas  to  the  United 
States  for  a  sum  to  be  stipulated — a  guarantee 
which  was  not  asked  by  the  GoTerament  of  Spain, 
and  yet  offered  in  the  name  of  the  United  Slates, 
but  to  which  my  Government  gave  so  much  im- 
portance, that,  if  his  offer  bad  been  renewed,  it 
would  have  ceded  in  compensation  any  right  over 
the  grants  of  land  which  remained  by  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty.  From  these  principles  flowed, 
no  doubt,  the  new  mission  of  General  Vires  to  the 
United  States,  and  all  the  other  incidents  of  which 
your  Excellency  is  informed. 

The  changes  which  happened  a  little  afterwards 
in  the  Government  of  SjwId,  and  the  reunion  of 
the  national  representation,  have  been  the  cause  that 
the  Government  of  His  Majesty,  complying  with 
the  provision  of  the  constitution  ot  the  State,  should 
offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  Cortes  all  that  has 
occurred  in  this  long  and  complicated  negotiation, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  consent,  as  well 
as  that  tne  dismemberment  of  the  Spanish  territory 
in  America  might  be  discussed,  it  must  have  been 
a  sensible  griefto  the  representatives  of  the  nation, 
in  the  first  steps  of  their  august  functions,  to  be 
obliged  to  authorize  a  dismcmbenoeDt  of  the  ter- 
ritory; they  have  been  solely  guided  by  the  con- 
sideration that  this  sacrifice  may  be  conducive  to 
cement  upon  a  solid  basis  the  relations  of  friend- 
ship and  narmony  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  bv  avoiding  the  causes  of  future  discords, 
and  establishing  a  fixed  and  permanent  dividing 
line  which  shall  prevent  all  ambiguity  and  inde- 
cision for  the  future.  Besides  the  reciprocal  inter- 
ests which  ought  always  to  unite  the  Governments 
of  both  countries,  the  great  analogy  which  now 
actuallv  exists  between  their  political  institutions, 
after  the  change  that  has  occurred  in  those  of 
Spain,  appears  to  have  given  greater  weight  to 
that  interest,  and  to  have  increased  the  import- 
ance of  af^ood  understanding.  These,  at  least,  are 
the  dispositions  which  have  produced  the  resolu- 
tion I  have  mentioned  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Spanish  nation :  may  they  be  answered  with  simi- 
lar and  reciprocal  dispositions  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  for 
the  well-being  of  both  nations !  But  at  the  same 
time  that  the  Cortes  and  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  rendered  easy  even  the  most  serious  dif- 
ficulty which  the  subject  could  present,  they  could 
not  but  direct  their  attention  to  the  reflections  made 
known  to  your  Excellency,  which  have  been  ex- 
pressed above,  on  the  explanation  which  the  Amer- 
ican (Government  desired  to  give  to  the  eighth  ar- 
ticle, diametrically  opposite  to  its  literal  tenor,  and 
to  the  principle  or  rule  which  is  established  in  the 
same  artide.   The  Spanish  Government  does  not 


pretend  that  it  may  not  be  firm  and  be  exeeuied  as 
It  is  printed ;  its  delicacy  does  not  permit  it  to  pre- 
tend ignorance  of  the  equivocation  committed, 
which  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Onis  lays  open  suffi- 
ciently in  its  first  part ;  hut  this  equivocation  docs 
not  destroy  the  principle  which  serves  as  the  hwis 
for  the  formation  of  the  article  to  which  the  sec- 
ond (urt  of  the  declaration  of  the  same  Mr.  Onis 
is  evidently  ref«red.  It  cannot  be  agreeable  to 
the  honor  and  the  good  faith  of  the  Ameri- 
can Ciovernment  to  take  adranta^  of  that  part 
of  the  declaration  of  the  said  Minister,  or  of  any 
act  or  instrument  which  it  may  find  useful,  in 
order  to  tie  it  down  and  quote  it  in  its  favor,  and 
to  pretend  not  to  understand  that  which  does  not 
favor  it  in  the  same  instrument.  No  impartial  pet- 
son,  who  examines  the  eighth  article,  and  the  dec- 
larations of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Onis,  will  see  in 
the  whole  of  it  any  thing  else  but  that,  by  the  in- 
voluntary error  which  has  intervened,  there  has 
not  been  a  real  contract  or  agreement  upon  the 
point  of  the  waste  lands ;  and  that  if  there  is  any 
thing  existing^  in  the  article,  it  is  tne  rule  or  prin- 
ciple of  leaving  untouched  what  the  King  did 
when  his  hands  were  not  bound  by  means  of  the 
offer  of  the  24th  of  January,  1818. 

In  this  case,  then,  it  aj^ars  that  harmony,  the 
desire  of  peace,  the  honor  of  both  Governments, 
and  the  necessity  of  repairing  an  equivocation  that 
had  passed  their  Plenipotentiaries,  dictate  that  mid- 
dle path  which  is  proper  in  doubtful  cases  and 
questions  of  this  nature.  The  grants  made  to  Don 
Pedro  de  Vargas  may  remain  immediately  in  favor 
of  the  United  States,  because,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  posterior  to  the  24th  January,  1818,  they  are 
excluded  by  the  letter  and  by  the  spirit  of  the  eighth 
article  J  and  those,  respectively^  to  Alagon  and 
Funon  Rostro,  which,  as  anterior  to  the  24th  of 
January,  1818,  constitute  the  real  point  of  the  doubt, 
may  be  divided  by  equal  parts,  or  by  the  mode 
which  may  be  agieed  upm  by  the  Spanish  and 
American  GoTeminentB.  His  Majesty,  agreeably 
to  the  intentions  of  the  Cortes,  is  desirous  of  being 
able  to  make  a  better  exchange  of  property  by  ap- 
plying one  [«rt  of  this  fond  to  the  redress  and  in- 
demnification of  the  Spaniards  injured,  and  com- 
prehended in  the  agreement  of  18(&,  whose  indem- 
nification was  at  the  charge  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, even  whilst  the  treaty  was  not  ratified, 
and  whose  lot  was  entirely  unattended  to  by  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  1819.  The  American  Gov- 
ernment and  Congress,  so  jealous  of  the  interests 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  can  do  no  less  than  applaud 
these  correct  intentions  of  the  King  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Spanish  people  towards  their  own 
people.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  appear  very 
indecorous  that  the  Cortes,  m  the  commencement 
of  their  aiwiut  functions,  should  not  only  have  to 
authorize  the  dismemberment  of  the  territory,  but 
also  to  assent  that  a  doubtful  act,  which  was  in 
favor  of  Spain,  (the  letter  of  the  article,  and  the 
foundation  on  which  it  is  supported,)  should  be  ex- 
plained in  a  sense  diametrically  opposite  to  its 
tenor,  and  that  upon  the  basis  of  a  declaration  of 
the  Spanish  Minister  truncated  and  disregarded  in 
its  second  part 
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If  the  means  hinted  had  not  been  thouEhi  ad- 
missible, there  still  remained  another  equally  con- 
formable to  the  spirit  and  to  the  letter  of  the  treaty. 
All  the  waste  lands  of  the  Floridas,  including  the 
three  grants  of  Vargas,  Alagon,  and  Punon  Rostro, 
may  valued  according  to  the  prices  of  lands  of 
their  class  in  the  bordennx  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  the  amount  of  $5,000,000  may  be  de- 
ducted from  their  value,  in  which  the  same  treaty 
adjusts,  and  with  which  the  American  Govem- 
meot  obliges  itself  to  satisfy,  the  amount  of  the 
claims^  and  the  surplus  may  be  declared  to  belong 
to  Spam,  because  it  can  liquidate  the  indemnifica- 
tions of  its  subjects,  for  which  the  United  States 
are  responsible  by  the  agreement  of  1802,  which 
conUnues  in  force  whilst  the  treaty  is  not  ratified. 
It  may  be  objected  that  the  claims  exceed  the  sum 
agreea  upon;  but  it  ought  also  to  be  considered 
that,  even  to  this  day,  an  examination  or  liquida- 
tion of  such  claims  hasnot  taken  place;  and  that, 
if  the  agreement  of  1802,  and  the  mixed  tribunal 
established  by  it,  had  been  carried  into  effect,  per- 
haps the  claims  admitted  and  approved  of  by  the 
mixed  Spanish  and  American  tribunal  might  not 
have  amounted  to  the  said  sum,  especially  if  the 
fiflh  commissioner,  chosen  by  tot,  had  been  of  the 
nation  which  was  bound  to  pay  them;  so  that,  on 
the  whole,  $5,000,000  being  the  sum  which  the 
treaty  fixes,  aiid  there  having  been  even  to  this  day 
no  examination  or  liquidation  of  individual  claims, 
this  sum.  and  no  other,  is  that  which  l^nlly  rep- 
resents tne  amount  of  said  indemnifications. 

Such  have  been  the  reflections  and  observations 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  making  to  your 
Excellency  in  our  two  conferences,  by  order  of 
His  Majesty,  conformably  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Cortes.  By  these,  and  by  all  besides,  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  point  out  by  word,  your  Excellency 
will  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  His  Majesty's 
resolution  to  terminate  entirely  the  subjects  pend- 
ing by  means  of  a  prompt  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fications of  the  treaty.  I  have  been  very  sensible 
that  your  Excellency  has  not  been  authorized  to 
agree  to  the  explanation  which  the  eighth  article 
requires,  but  I  am  assured^  by  the  candor,  good 
faith,  and  spirit  of  conciliation,  which  animate 
yoiu  Excdlency,  that  you  will  present  to  your 
Government  the  observations  referred  to,  in  regard 
to  the  only  point  upon  which  an  explanation  is 
desired  by  both  parties — that,  at  the  time  of  Gen- 
eral Vives's  presenting  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  whicn 
it  is  about  to  send,  an  explanation  may  be  pre- 
sented and  submitted  of  the  sense  of  the  eighth 
article,  in  the  terms  of  equity  and  reciprocal  satis- 
faction which  I  have  hinted,  or  others  equivalent, 
such  as  the  good  faith  and  tne  honor  of  both  Gov- 
ernments dictate.  The  King  and  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Spanish  nation  see,  in  this  honorable 
and  impartial  explanation,  the  beginning  of  a  new 
order  of  political  relations,  which,  by  tightening 
the  bonds  of  friendship  between  both  nations. 
[Hresent  the  most  t>ure  guarantee  to  their  onion  ana 
prosperity  in  future. 

I  renew  to  your  Ezcellenej  the  assuraDces  of 
my  most  exalted  and  distingnuhed  consideration, 


and  prajr  God  that  your  Excellency  may  live 
many  years.   Your  obedient,  humble  servant. 

E.  PEREZ  DE  CASTRO. 

No.  4. 

Mr.  AnyfA  toUr.lh  Cadm. 

Madbid,  (kbiber  1%  1880. 

Sir:  1  had  the  honor,  last  night,  to  receive 
your  Excellency's  official  of  the  9th.  Vnm  out 
two  conversations,  previously  held,  and  fn»Q  your 
letter  imbodybg  the  substance  ol*what  was  sog- 
g^ted  and  urged  in  those  conversations,  I  learned, 
with  concern,  that  I  had  mistaken  the  object  and 
intention  of  the  note  of  the  6th  instant.  I  sup- 
posed it  intended  merely  to  enable  your  ExceUencj 
to  determine  on  the  most  convenient  mode  for  the 
ratification  of  the  convention  of  February,  1819, 
by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  prevent  any  discossioa 
or  delay  preceding  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
at  Washington.  It  was  with  unfeigned  surprise 
and  great  regret  that  I  discovered  that  the  object 
was  to  bring  again  into  view  what  is  considered 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  no 
longer  a  sntiject  of  discussion  with  that  of  His 
Majesty.  In  the  verbal  communications  I  have 
made  in  our  two  conversations,  my  intention  was 
solely  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any  farther  attempts 
to  discuss  this  matter,  satisfied  that  no  advantage 
could  be  derived  from  a  reference  to  a  topic  of 
such  an  unpleasant  character.  As  I  have  bad  the 
misfortune  not  to  produce  this  desired  e^l^  I  do 
not  think  myself  authorized  to  enter  into  any  fur- 
ther investi^tion  of  the  subject  I  shall  commu- 
nicate to  my  Government  the  notes  received  from 
His  Majesty;  and  such  replies  wilt  be  given  to 
General  Vives  as  the  case  may  require.  But  I 
cannot  take  leave  of  the  subject,  without  stating, 
explicitly,  that  the  official  communication  made 
to  your  Excellency  on  the  3lst  July  was  framed 
and  bottomed  upon  the  admission  of  General 
Vivca,  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  explanations 
given  at  Washington  on  the  subject  of  the  eighth 
arUcle  of  the  treaty,  and  that  it  was  the  determi- 
nation of  his  Government  to  assent  to  the  total 
nullity  of  the  large  grants.  If  this  admission  was 
unauthorized,  the  otter  of  the  President  I  had  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  His  Majesty,  through 
your  Excellency,  is  not  ohligatorv  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  the  whole  ground  oi  dispute  is  open 
for  re-examination;  and  the  original  claims  and 
pretensions  of  my  Government  will  be  reasserted 
and  maintained. 

Although  beyond  my  duty,  I  cannot  forbear  to 
remark  to  your  Excellency  that  a  great  error  is 
committed  in  supposing  the  construction  put  oa 
the  eighth  article  by  the  United  States  is  founded 
altogether  upon  the  declaration  given  by  Mr.  Onit 
after  the  signature  of  the  treaty.  This  construc- 
tion is  taken  from  the  instrument  itself,  explained 
and  elucidated,  as  all  instruments  must  be,  by  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  and  the  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  it.  Mr.  Onis's  letter  of  the  10th  Oc- 
tober is  no  further  of  importance  than  as  a  simple 
evidence  to  all  nations,  and  to  His  Catholic  Maj- 
«ty,  of  the  act  and  intention  of  his  M^ister  to  an- 
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nul  the  large  graDts,  and  theezpreis  recognitioo 
by  him  of  the  correctness  of  the  assertion  of  the 
American  negotiator,  that  the  phrases  sapposed  to 
be  equivocal  were  admitted  only  upon  tne  condi- 
tion that  the  annulment  of  those  grants  was  not 
affected  by  the  use  of  these  favorite  phrases.  The 
qualifying  addition  to  Mr.  Oob's  frank  declaration 
of  what  he  believed  and  understood,  amounts  to 
nothing  more  than  an  assertion  that  the  treaty- 
would  not  have  been  agreed  to  without  a  recogni- 
tion of  such  of  the  large  grants  as  were  of  a  date 
prior  to  the  34th  January,  1818 — an  assertion  al- 
together at  variance  with  the  declarations  of  Mr. 
PizoRO  to  Mr.  Errijig,  that  these  donations  would 
not  be  obstacles  to  the  treaty,  cratradieted  by  Mr. 
Onis's  perfect  readiness  to  aonol  them,  and  the 
reasons  he  assigned  for  it, "  that  the  easmtial  eon- 
ditioni  of  them  had  not  been  complied  with,"  and 
altogether  irreconcilable  to  a  remark  made  to  me 
in  person  by  the  Marquis  of  Gasa  Yrujo  when 
Minister  of  State  ad  Mterim, "  that  lie  regretted  the 
large  grants  had  not  been  particularly  named  in 
the  treaty,  and  theic  annulment  expressly  aiipu- 
lated." 

From  an  anxious  desire  to  see  buried  in  oblivion 
all  recollections  unfavorable  to  the  perfect  iurmooy 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  io  closing 
this  note,  I  would  entreat  His  Siajesty's  Govern- 
ment to  re-examine  this  whole  subject  before  it  is 
again  ftressed ;  to  reflect  that  all  that  has  occurred 
has  arisen  from  a  reliance  on  the  infiirmaUon  and 
good  fitith  of  the  Minister,  and  confidence  in  the 
parity  of  the  Government  of  Spain.  The  Dnke 
of  San  Fernando  stated  that  the  American  Gor- 
emmeot  wished  to  cban^  the  eiriith  article  by  a 
declaration,  a  copy  of  which  I  hadenclosed  to  him. 
Your  Excellency  now  tella  me  the  wish  of  the 
American  Government  ui  diametrically  opposed  to 
the  literal  text  of  the  treaty,  inasmuch  as  Alagon 
and  Punon  Rostro's  ^nts  are  of  a  date  prior  to 
the  date  fixed  in  the  eighth  article.  The  Duke  of 
San  Fernando  refused,  as  inconsistent  with  the 
honor  of  the  King,  to  order  me  copies  of  those  do- 
nations! What  would  your  Excellency  think, 
were  I  to  say  to  you,  "  Sir,  I  do  not  know  that 
your  assertion  is  true;  show  me  the  donations!" 
If  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Qniroga  thought 
his  general  assertion  that  the  deelamtion  changed 
the  treaty  was  so  full  that  further  information 
coald  not  be  asked  without  reflecting  upon  His 
Majesty's  honor,  what  would  be  the  reply  to  a 
doubt  of  the  correctness  of  your  Excellency's  un- 
qualified, deliberate,  and  explicit  assertion  1  Yet, 
in  relyiog  upon  the  information  and  the  word  of 
Mr.  Onis,  the  United  States  had  the  same  reason 
to  confide,  as  they  now  have,  in  the  assertion  made 
by  your  Excellency,  unless  it  should  be  supposed 
that  there  is  a  difference  in  the  degree  of  confidence 
due  to  the  representative  of  Spain  at  home  and 
abroad.  I  feel,  however,  that  I  am  treading  upon 
the  yet  warm  ashes  of  a  previous  nnprofitable  con- 
troversy, and  exceeding  the  limits  to  which,  at  the 
outset,  I  proposed  to  confine  myself. 

I  hasten,  therefore,  to  assure  your  Excellency 
that  the  United  States  wish  nothing  but  what  they 
beUere  to  be  just  and  equitable ;  what  is  equally  hon- 


orable to  Spain  and  to  the  United  States ;  nothing 
inconsistent  with  the  decorum  and  glory  of  Hu 
Catholic  Majesty,  or  with  the  duties  ancl  oUij^ 
tions  of  the  Cortes,  by  whose  advice  and  authority 
the  treaty  Qf  Feln-uarv,  1819,  is  to  be  ratified. 

1  renew  to  your  Excellency,  whom  may  Gh>d 
preserve  many  years,  the  assurance  of  my  perfect 
rcspeet. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Don  E.  Pebu  oe  Castro,  Ac. 

No.  7. 

Mr.  De  Caatro.  MinUter  of  Foreign  Dapatchj  io  ilfr. 
Fonjfihj  MnUtee  Plenipotentiary  of  th$  United 
Stata  o/Ameriea  at  Mc^rid. 

PiLAOE,  October  11, 1820. 
Sir:  I  have  received  roiur  BxeelUncy's  note  of 
yesterday's  date,  in  which  you  seem  to  agree  with 
mine  of  the  9th.  In  said  note  I  proposed  to  my- 
self to  recapitulate,  and  send  to  you  all  the  essen- 
tials of  the  controversies  which  we  had  on  the 
two  antecedent  days,  not  with  the  view,  which 
your  Excellency  appears  to  hare  apprehended,  of 
commencing  new  discussions  incompatible  with 
the  desire  which  animates  His  Majesty  of  seeing 
alt  the  points  which  have  been  the  object  of  the 
treaty  speedily  terminated,  but  with  thatof  agreeing 
here  with  your  Excellency  upon  the  proper  terms 
of  extending  the  explanation  or  declaration  of  the 
eighth  article  in  a  mode  satisfectory,  and  such  as 
that  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  might  not 
,  experience  any  obstacle  or  incooTeoience  at 
Washington. 

On  a  view,  therefore,  of  what  your  Excellency 
had  the  goodness  to  expren  in  the  said  confer- 
ences, and  of  what  yon  manifested  in  your  said 
note  of  yesterday,  I  confine  myself  to  secure  that 
which  was  contended  for  in  the  ratification  on  the 
part  of  this  Government ;  which  will  be  sent  back 
to  the  United  StateN,  in  terms  which  will  be  no 
doubt  satisfactory  to  the  American  Government, 
and  which  avoid  the  discussions  which  your  Ex- 
cellency seems  to  fear,  to  ascertain  that  neither 
the  tenor  of  our  conferences,  nor  that  of  my  said 
note,  is  intended  for  this  object,  which  inspires 
your  fear. 

If  your  Excellency  should  please,  in  order  to 
forward  despatches  to  your  Government,  to  avail 
yourself  of  tne  opportunity  of  a  courier,  who  must 
be  despatched  as  soon  as  possible,  with  the  ratifica- 
tions and  packets  for  General  Vives,  you  may 
begin  to  prepare  them  immediately;  in  expectar 
tion  of  which,  I  shall  again  give  you  information 
some  hours  before  the  departure  of  the  courier. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration,  and  pray  God  that  you 
may  live  many  years. 
1  am  yonr  oDedient  and  humble  servant. 

E.  PEREZ  DB  CASTRO. 

No.  8. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  De  Caatro. 

MAnain,  October  11, 1820. 
Sir  :  I  have  reeeired,  with  great  sati^etitn, 
your  Excellency's  note  of  this  day's  date.  If  I 
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InTfl  mistrorehended  the  olgeet  in  our  coafer- 
eace*.  and  me  tenor  of  the  note  of  the  9di,  your 
ExcelleDcy  most  do  me  the  iotliee  to  impute  it  to 
my  imperfect  knowledge  of  tne  Spanidi  language, 
and  to  my  anzietjr  to  com^y  with  your 
lency**  request  to  ^re  an  immediate  answer  to  the 
note. 

I  shall  with  pleasure  use  the  occasion  you  Iiare 
oSbred  to  me  of  sending  despatches  to  my  Grorern- 
ment  by  the  Spanish  courier.  A  messenger  will 
go  from  this  legation  to  the  United  States  the  close 
of  the  present  week.  Should  your  Excellency 
hare  any  thing  to  send  to  General  Vires,  it  will 
gratify  me  to  forward  it  by  this  opiiortunity. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency,  wnom  may  God 
preserve  many  years,  the  assurance  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Don  Pebez  oe  Castro. 


Mr.  Fonj/th  to  Mr.  Jdamtj  (jmarked  private.) 

MAnaio,  October  12, 18SS. 

Dear  Sib  :  I  hare  this  moment  learned  that  the 
Cortez,  in  authorizing,  by  an  almost  unanimous 
Tote,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  annulling 
the  donations,  at  the  same  time  recommended  to 
the  Ministers  to  endeavor  to  procure  some  advan- 
tages to  the  nation  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
about  the  eighth  article.  With  this  recommenda- 
tion the  Mmisters  must  comply,  eren  although 
they  may  be  satisfied  the  efibrt  will  be  useless. 
The  attempt  once  made,  and  failing,  the  affair  will 
proceed  to  its  proper  conclusion  without  farther 
trouble.  I  am,  dear  sir,  rery  sincerely,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Hod.  J.  Q„  Adams,  Washington. 


Mr.  Fbrtj/th  to  Mr.  JdavUt  (nonbsd  pntattj)  datsi 
HADRin,  October  19, 1830. 

Dear  Sir:  In  great  haste  I  send  you  a  rough 
copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  De  Castro  to  Count  B^- 
garr,  of  this  day's  date.  I  bdieve  the  Count 
BulKary  has  enclosed  in  the  accompanying  letter 
to  Mr.  Poletica  a  copy  of  the  same  paper. 

I  bad  on  the  14th  a  short  conversation  with  the 
Spanish  Minister,  which  served  to  confirm  the 
opiuion  expressed  in  my  private  letter  of  the  12di 
instant. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  serr*t, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Hon.  J.  ^  Adams,  &c*ry0/ Sate. 


TTu  SpaniA  Minister  to  the  Chargi  ^Affairtt  of 
Russia. 
Madrid,  October  15,  1820. 
Sib  :  His  Majesty's  Government  baring  given 
information  to  the  Cortes  of  the  nation  concern- 
ing the  existing  differences  with  the  United  States 
of  America,  resulting  from  the  treaty  entered  into 
between  Spain  and  that  Power  on  the  22d  of 
February,  1819,  and  not  ratified      the  King,  in 


Older  that  the  legislative  power  migfat  antlioiitt 
His  Majesty  to  cede  the  two  Floridas,  as  ia  stipn- 
lated  in  one  of  the  articles  of  said  treaty,  mai 
ffrant  power  to  proceed,  consequently,  to  the  rati- 
fication of  it,  which  His  Majesty  has  thought  fit 
to  do,  and  the  Cortes  having  resolred  to  give  lo 
the  Gorernment  the  authority  required,  carries 
into  effect  the  ratification. 

His  Catholic  Majesty^  to  whom  are  erideat  the 
good  offices  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all 
the  Russias  at  several  stages  of  the  negotbiira 
with  the  American  GoremmeBt,  'proviiig  his  au- 
gust and  friendly  solicitude  in  favor  of  Spain,  dis- 
cha^;es  the  grateful  task  of  ctHnmunicating  to  Che 
Cabinet  of  bis  Imperial  Majesty  the  flatieiii^ 
state  in  which  this  affitir  is,  and  the  rescrfatfon  of 
His  Majesty  to  ratify  the  treaty  mentioned,  which 
will  produce  the  re-establishing  of  that  perfect 
harmony  between  Spun  and  the  United  States 
which  it  is  of  so  great  iinportance  to  both  Powets 
to  maintain  without  the  least  diadow  of  disooed. 

With  this  motira  the  King  rejoices  to  repeat  to 
his  aiigurt  friend  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Rossias 
the  esteem  and  gratitude  with  which^  on  all  oMa- 
sions,  he  has  seen  Hia  Imperial  Majesty  take  the 
most  distinguished  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  His 
Majesty,  and  that  of  bis  people,  acc. 

[Signed  by  the  Spanish  Minister,  and  addressed 
to  the  Charge  d'A&ires  of  Russia.] 


Extract  of  a  letter  {No.  2^)  from  ifr.  RnftktoM: 
Adam. 
Madriu,  Oetdber  34,  ifiSQ. 
The  delay  of  the  departure  of  the  Spanish  mes- 
senger enableK  me  to  cnre  you  copies  of  my  cor- 
res^odencewith  Mr.  De  Castro  sabseqvent  to  the 
decision  of  the  Cortes  on  the  cesaon  of  Florida, 
in  regard  to  the  execution  of  the  convention  of 
February  22,  1819.  No.  1  is  a  copy  of  my  note 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  Ministw  lo 
the  provisions  of  the  first  and  seventh  articles  of 
the  treaty.  I  saw  Mr.  De  Castro  on  SatunJay; 
he  had  received  my  letter;  the  propriety  of  issatog 
the  order  suggested  in  my  note  had  not  esca|«d 
him,  and  he  would  send,  as  I  requested,  a  copy  of 
it  as  soon  as  it  was  made.  To-day  I  reeetved  hb 
answer,  with  a  copy  of  the  order  to  which  it  re- 
fers.  Copies  are  marked  Nos.  2  and  3. 

No.  1. 

Mr,  FoT»y(h  to  Mr.  De  Castro. 

MADKin,  October  17, 1^0. 
Sir:  By  the  seventh  article  of  the  conventioB 
of  the  23d  February,  1819,  the  ratificaticn 
which  is  preparing  on  the  part  of  His  Cathdic 
Majesty  to  be  sent  to  General  Vires,  at  Wasbing- 
ton,  it  IS  stipulated  that  the  officers  and  troops  of 
His  Majestyshall  evacuate  the  Floridas  withinsix 
months  after  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  or  sooner 
if  possible,  and  shall  ^re  possession  of  them  to 
the  officers  or  commissioners  of  the  United  Stales 
who  may  be  properly  authorized  to  receive  them. 
Calculating  on  a  speedy  exchange  of  ratifications, 
I  would  suggest,  if  it  has  not  ahresdy  oceoncd  to 
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your  Excellency,  that  it  would  be  extremely  con- 
renieat  if  the  order  of  His  Majesty  for  the  evacua- 
tion and  delivery  of  the  territory,  as  also  the 
archives  and  documeats  relating  to  the  sovereignty 
and  property  of  the  same,  should  go  to  General 
Vives  with  the  ratified  treaty,  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  proper  authority  on  the  exchange  cS  ratifica- 
tions, as  by  these  means  the  United  States  would 
have  timely  notice  to  prepare  the  escort  and  tran»- 
ports  to  carry  the  officers  and  troops  of  His  M^jesty 
and  their  equipage  to  the  Havana,  in  conformity 
with  the  obligation  of  the  said  arUcle.  I  should 
be  pleased  to  be  enabled,  by  the  politeness  of  your 
Excellency,  to  furuish  to  my  Grovernment  a  copy 
of  this  order,  if  His  Majesty's  Government  should 
send  it  to  General  Vives. 

I  seize  with  avidity  every  occasion  to  offer  to 
your  Bxcellency,  whom  may  Grod  preserve,  the 
assuianoe  ot  my  disiiikgtrishcu  respect 

JOHN  FORBYTH. 

No.  2.  ■ 

The  Minitter  vf  J^mmi  to  Mr,  Rmtf^. 

Palaob,  Oebiber  1820. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  esteemed  note  of  the 
17th  current,  in  which  you  say  that  you  have 
taken  ibe  liberty  of  suggesting  to  me,  m  case  it 
should  not  hare  already  oceoricd  to  His  Majesty^s 
Goreniment,  it  would  be  extronely  convoiient  if 
the  order  of  His  Majesty  for  the  evacuation  and 
delivery  of  the  Floridas,  and  of  the  archives  and 
documents  relating  to  the  sovereignty  and  property 
of  those  provinces,  should  go  to  General  Vives 
with  the  ratification  of  the  treaty ;  that  it  should 
be  smtj  at  the  same  time,  to  the  proper  authorities, 
in  order  to  be  transmitted  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratificaticms ;  and  that  it  would  be  very  %reea- 
ble  to  your  Excellency  to  have  it  in  your  power  to 
send  a  copy  of  said  order  to  your  Government,  if 
His  M^esly  shiwtd  transmit  it  to  Qenml  Vives, 
and  should  find  no  incoDremenee  in  granting  it 

The  idea  had  occurred  to  His  IS^jesty's  Qor- 
ernmant,  as  it  could  not  fail  to  do,  of  transmitting 
to  General  Vives  the  proper  order  for  the  delivuy 
of  the  Floridas,  and  whatever  dse  is  stipulated  in 
the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  !^  Feb- 
ruary, iSl9,  in  order  to  be  forwarded  to  the  proper 
authorities,  after  the  ejwhange  of  the  ratifications- 
Estimating,  as  it  deserves,  your  Kxcellency's  sug- 
gestion, produeed,  no  doubt,  from  a  desire  of  con- 
nective more  elosely  the  rdations  of  amity  and 
good  underBtanding  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  by  removing  every  obstacle  or  distant  inci- 
dent which  might  retard  so  desirable  an  object, 
and  cheerfully  acceding  to  the  desire  which  your 
SxoelleBcy  has  manifested  to  me  of  obtaining  a 
copy  of  the  order  which  may  be  sent  to  the  proper 
authority  for  carrying  into  eflect  the  sereath  article 
of  the  treatjr,  I  hate  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you 
a  copy  of  VM  which  is  addressed  to  the  Captain* 
General  of  the  island  of  Csba,  through  the  medium 
of  General  Vives,  in  order  tut  he  may  make  use 
(tf  it  immediatelr  after  tlia  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations has  been  certified. 

In  all  tfr«aorrow  an  exttaordinaiy  courier  will 


fo  to  convey  the  despatches  of  the  Government  to 
lis  Majesty's  Minister  in  the  United  States;  and 
I  have  the  satisfaction  of  giving  your  Excellfsney 
this  advice  beforehand,  that  you  may,  if  you  please, 
forward  any  packets  to  your  Government  by  this 
opportunity;  m  which  case,  1  hope  you  wilt  have 
the  kindnns  to  send  me  them  by  two  in  the  aftet^ 
noon,  of  to-morrow,  the  25th  current. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  distinguished  consideration,  and  pray  God 
tut  you  may  live  many  years. 
Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

EVARISTO  DE  CASTRO. 

No.  3. 

Tranalation  of  the  royal  order  ef  the  Kisig  ofSjmin  to 
&t»Capa^  Gmerolmd  Gootraorof  &e  i^and^ 
Cuba  and  of  the  Florida^. 

October  24, 1820. 
Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy, 
King  of  the  Spains,  to  you,  the  Capuin  Qea- 
enl  and  Goremor  of  the  isbnd  Cnba  and  of 
the  Floridas; 

Knowyou  that,  by  a  treaty  concluded  in  the 
City  of  Washington  on  the  twenty-second  of 
ruary  of  the  last  year,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  by  plenipotentiaries  du^  author- 
ized for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  differences 
which  have  existed  between  the  Govemmoit  of 
Spain  and  that  of  the  United  Siate^  of  AmeriM, 
and  the  limits  of  their  respective  territories,  thare 
was  stipulated,  on  the  ^rt  of  Spain,  ike  cession 
to  the  iJnited  States  ol  all  the  country  siuiated 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  known  by  the  name  of 
East  and  West  Florida ;  the  adjacent  i^nds  dc- 

gendent  upon  the  two  Floridas  being  compre- 
ended  in  said  cession ;  together  with  all  puUie 
lots  and  squares,  vacant  lands,  public  edifices,  for- 
tifications, barracks,  end  otbu  buildings  which 
are  not  {vivate  property,  vrith  the  aiaives  and 
docnmcnts  which  relate  directly  to  the  poperty 
and  sovereignty  of  said  {wovinecs ;  it  being  pro- 
vided at  the  same  time  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
territories  so  ceded  shall  be  secured  in  the  free  ex- 
ercise of  their  religion  without  any  restriction  j 
and  that  all  those  who  mav  desire  to  remove  to 
the  Spanish  dominions  shall  be  permitted  to  sell 
or  export  their  efi^cfat  at  any  time  whatever,  in 
order  that  they  may  better  efiiect  their  purpioae 
without  being  subject,  in  either  case,  to  duties ; 
and  those  who  prefer  remaining  in  the  Floridas 
shall  be  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  it  being  added,  by  another  article  of  the 
same  treaty,  that  the  Spanish  officers  and  trocme 
shall  evacuate  the  said  territories  ceded  to  the 
United  States  six  m<mtbs  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  same  treaty,  or  soonn  if 
possiUe,  and  shall  ^ve  possessim  of  them  to  the 
officers  or  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
duly  authorized  to  receive  them;  and  that  the 
United  Slates  shall  provide  the  transimrts  and 
escort  necttsary  to  convey  the  Spanish  officers 
ttod  troops  and  their  baggage  to  the  Havana. 
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And  I,  baring  considered  and  examined  the  tenor 
of  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  after  having  obtained 
the  consent  and  authority  of  the  General  Cortes 
of  the  nation  with  respect  to  the  said  cession,  have 
thought  proper  to  approve  and  ratify  the  treaty 
referred  to,  the  ratification  of  which  must  be  ex- 
changed at  Washington  with  that  which  was 
formed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  same ; 
after  which  exchange,  the  said  treaty  will  begin 
to  he  obligatory  on  both  Qovernments  and  their 
respective  citizens ;  therefore  I  command  yon,  and 
ordain,  that,  after  the  information,  which  fhall  be 
seaHunblfjeiren  you  by  my  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary  and  Envoy  Extraonunary  at  Washington, 
of  the  ratifications  baring  beat  nchanged,  you 
[ffoceed,  on  your  part,  to  make  the  proper  disposi- 
tions, io  order  that,  at  Uie  end  of  six  months, 
eonnling  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fications, or  sooner  if  possible,  the  Spanish  officers 
and  troops  may  evacuate  the  territories  of  both 
Floridai,  and  that  possession  of  them  be  given  to 
the  officers  or  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
duly  authorized  to  receive  them,  in  the  understand- 
ing that  the  United  States  shall  provide  the  trans- 
ports and  escort  necessary  to  convey  the  Spanish 
o&cen  and  troop  and  their  baggage  to  the  Ha- 
rana.  You  shall  arrange,  in  proper  time,  the  de- 
lirmr  of  the  islands  adjacent  and  dependent  upon 
the  Ploridas,and  the  public  lots  and  squares,  vacant 
lands,  public  edifices,  fortifications,  barracks,  and 
other  buildings  which  are  not  private  property,  as 
aln  the  arebires  and  documents  whieb  relate  di- 
rectly to  the  propertr  and  sovereignty  ^  the  same 
two  provinces,  by  placing  them  at  the  disposal  of 
the  commissioners  or  officers  of  the  United  States 
duly  authorized  to  receire  them ;  and  all  the  other 
papiers  and  the  effects  viiich  bdong  to  the  nation, 
and  which  hare  not  been  comj^hended  and  men- 
tioned in  the  exjH-ess  clauses  of  the  cession,  you 
shall  have  conve^^ed  and  transported  to  another 
part  of  the  Spanish  possessions  which  may  be 
most  convenient  for  the  public  service.  As,  also, 
you  shall  take  care  that,  previous  to  the  delivery, 
It  ma^  be  made  known  by  edicts  to  all  the  present 
inhabitants  of  the  Floridas  that  they  have  power 
to  remove  to  the  Spanish  territories  aud  domin- 
ions, the  sale  or  exportation  of  their  effects  being 
]»ermitted  to  them  by  the  United  States  at  any 
time  wbaterer,  without  being  subject  to  duties; 
and  also  the  adrantages  stijiulated  in  fhror  of  those 
who  shall  {vefer  to  ronain  in  the  Floridas,  to 
whom  I  hare  wished  to  gire  this  last  proof  of  the 
I»t>teciion  and  affection  which  they  hare  always 
experienced  under  the  Spimish  Government.  Of 
the  delirery  which  you  may  make,  or  be  made  by 
yoDf  delation,  in  the  form  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed, you  shall  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a 
corresponding  receipt,  duly  authenticated,  for  your 
discharge;  and,  in  order  tbat  you  may  proceed 
with  entire  knowledge  in  the  execution  of  this 
commission,  there  shall  be  likewise  sent  to  you,  by 
my  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Washington,  an 
authentic  copy  of  the  treaty  referred  to  of  the 
twenty-second  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nineteen,  with  the  insertion  of  the 


ratificatims  of  both  parties,  and  tii  the  ceni&m 
relatire  to  the  exchange  of  the  same;  dvtii 
documents,  and  of  this  my  royal  order,  yon  ^ 
send  a  copy,  in  authentic  form,  to  the  Gorenu! 
of  both  the  Floridas,  and  to  the  person  Mpenv 
who  may  have,  in  your  name,  the  aecomplisliaf 
of  the  delirery,  if  it  has  not  been  made  br  yooNii 

All  which  you  shall  well  and  comAmjaf 
cute  in  the  form  which  I  have  jvescnoedtorn, 
agreeably  to  the  public  serrice,  advising  h  of 
your  baring  executed  it  through  my  andovniia 
Secretary  of  Despatch  of  State. 

Giren  at  Madrid,  the  24th  of  October,  M 


Mr.  Adamt  to  General  Viva. 

Depabtmbiit  or  Siin 

Sir  :  I  hare  submitted  to  the  cmuidenUKif 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutet  thetdaern- 
tions  which,  in  conformity  to  the  iostmctini « 
your  Oora-nment,  were  rerbally  nude  bfyw" 
the  conference  which  I  had  the  honor  of  boUo! 
with  you,  when  you  notified  me  of  yourmiw 
to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  the  titaif  ofa 
February,  1819,  between  the  United  Saiei  m 

With  r^rd  to  the  omission  on  the  pirt  w 
Spanish  negotiator  of  the  treaty  to  insBi  np" 
some  prorisioa  of  indemnity  in  behilf  of  Spuw 
claimants,  to  whom  a  pledge  of  soch  imleouiiil 
had  been  stipulated  by  the  previously  iitiDE>in«- 
rention  of  1802— an  omission  stated  hrjoa  to 
hare  been  peculiarlydissatisfactorytiiilwwf^ 
I  am  directed  to  observe  that,  as  it  lU  <»« 
of  the  a^ustment  of  differences  betnaiMOoD^ 
this  treaty  must  be  considered  as 
tual  eiBDcessions,  in  which  each  pw*!'*^^ 
to  the  other  some  of  its  pretensions. 
cessions  on  the  part  of  the  United  SttW  'J 
great;  nor  could  it  be  expected  •T*^*^'*)" 
nation  that  they  would  be  obtained  wiihwit^ 
ralent.   Probably  the  Spanish  ne«otiaiorww«- 
ered  the  claims  of  Spanish  subjects 
that  convention  so  small  in  amount  »s««^V 
be  worthy  of  inflexible  adherence  to  ttxa, 
certainly  considered  the  whole  treaty 
advantageoDS  to  Spain — a  aait>io™*"'*^Lir 
Gorerament  of  the  United  States  ahnp  owf 
participated,  and  still  concurs.  .j, 
This  also  furnishes  tbereply  which  m«tn*J 
presents  itself  to  the  propc^tion  ''"'^"Jr-a- 
also  been  instructed  to  make,  that  so""""^!^ 
tion  should  be  allowed  by  the  UmtedSa^J 


the  benefit  of  the  grantees  of 
the  treaty  to  hare  been  null  and  roid.  ^ 
preciating  in  all  its  foree  the  sense  pJ  jf^^^ 
which,  after  the  maturest  dd>'«"^'",,^SJ,i*  ' 
fullest  examination,  the  Cortes  l>avedeciw« 


qnivocally  understood  to  be  by  "fJJJ  Ljp  it 
tentiaries  who  signed  it,  the  ^^^ja0iBi>^ 
unnecessary  to  press  the  remark         l-,  odd 
rally  present  itself,  that,  to  gran*^ 
were  m  fact  null  and  void,  and  »r"' 
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Che  nMDtiation  were  known  to  be  null  and  roid, 
DO  inwmnitf  can  be  dne,  because  no  injtny  waa 
done. 

Nor  can  it  be  admitted  that  this  ia  one  of  the 
eases  of  misunderstanding  from  which  the  grantees 
could  be  entitled  to  the  Mnefit  of  a  doubtful  con- 
struction. The  construction  of  the  article  was  in 
nowise  doubtful ;  for  anv  construction  which  would 
bare  admitted  the  rafidity  of  the  grants  would 
hare  rendered  impossible  the  fulfilment  of  other 
most  important  stipulations  of  the  treaty. 

The  discussion  of  this  subject,  baring  already 
been  a  subject  of  correspondence  between  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Afiairs  of  your  QoTemment  and 
Mr.  Forsyth,  could  now  be  continued  to  no  profit- 
able purpoae.  I  take  moch  more  satisfaction  in 
assuring  you  of  the  pleasure  with  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  accepted  tne  ratification  of  the  treatjr,  as 
an  earnest  or  that  cordial  harmonjr  which  it  is 
among  his  most  ardent  desires  to  cultiTate  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain.  This  disposition  he 
cherishes  the  hope  will  be  further  promoted  by  the 
cmnmunity  of  principle  npon  which  the  liberal  in- 
stitutions of  both  nations  are  founded,  and  by  the 
justice,  moderation,  and  lore  of  order  which  they 
combine  with  the  lore  and  the  enjoyment  of  free* 
dom. 

I  jvay  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  QOINCY  ADAMS. 

Don  FRAMCiaco  D.  Vitbs,  ^voy,  ^ 


|Tbe  following  rcsolotion  wis  thereupon  adopted  by 
ths  8en«t«  of  the  TTnitml  8t*tes.] 

In  Senate  of  the  Uniteo  Stateb, 
Fdmutry  19,  IB'^l. 
Retolved,  (two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
concurring  therein,)  That  the  Senate,  hariog  ex- 
amined the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and 
Limits,  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
His  Catholic  Maje8ty,made  and  concluded  on  the 
23d  day  of  February,  1819,  and  seen  and  consid- 
ered Ae  ratification  thereof  made  by  his  said  Cath- 
olic Majesty  on  the  24th  day  of  October,  1820,  do 
consent  to  and  advise  the  President  to  ratify  the 
same. 


SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

rConnanieated  to  the  Hooaa  of  Rapresaatatlves^  Jan* 
naiy  Ifi,  XSSI.] 

To  the  Hotue  of  R^jrmntativet  : 
1  transmit  to  the  House  of  Represeotatires  a  re- 

Sort  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  enclosed 
ocumentSf  relating  to  the  n^tiation  Ibr  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slare  ttad^  which  should  hare  ac- 
companied aMewige  cm  the  su^ect,  communi- 
cated to  the  House  some  time  smee,  but  which 
were  accidentally  omitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASBtNOTON,  Jamarp  12, 18S1. 


^         Dbfabthbiit  of  Statb,  Jan.  11, 1821. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has- the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  President  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  London,  en- 
closing documents  rdating  to  the  nesotiation  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  wnich  should 
h&re  been  transmitted  with  those  accompanying 
the  Message  of  the  President  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatires,  of  the  4th  instant,  but  which  were 
accidentally  omitted. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Eastraet*  i^  a  UUer  fivm  Mr.  Raah  to  the  Sicnlarg 
Statt,  dated 

London,  NotaAer  19, 1819. 

"  I  receired,  on  the  14th  instant,  a  note  from 
Lord  Castlereagh,  dated  the  lUh,  on  the  subject 
of  the  slave  tmde.  The  addresses  from  the  House 
of  Commons  and  Houiie  of  Lords,  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  came  with  it.  As  the  whole  purport  of 
this  communication  has  been  detailed  beforehand, 
in  my  last  despatch,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  f\tt- 
ther  explanations  from  me  are  now  requisite. 

"  The  distinct  testimony  which  is  borne  in  both 
these  addresses,  to  the  United  States  having  been 
the  first  in  point  of  time,  among  the  nations  of  the 
world  to  abolish  the  trade,  willbe  perceived  with 
satisfaction.  It  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  first  occa- 
sion upon  which  the  acknowledginent  has  bera 
made,  in  any  official  or  authentic  manner,  by  any 
State  in  Europe. 

"  It  appeared  to  me  prudent  to  frame  an  answer 
of  entire  conciliation  to  Lord  Castlereagh's  note  j 
and  I  hope  that  the  spirit  which  it  breathes  may 
meet  the  President's  approbation.  It  hears  date  on 
the  16tb,  and  is  among  the  enclosures  transmitted 
herewith." 


Lord  CaetUreoffh  to  Mr.  Ruth. 

FoREiON  Opficb,  Nov.  11, 1819. 

The  undersigned.  His  Majesty's  jvincipal  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  has  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  Mr.  Rush,  by  command  of  the  Prince 
R^nt,  copies  of  addresses  which  were  presented 
by  Doth  Houses  of  Parliament,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  to  His  Royal  Highness,  which  His 
Rc^ral  Highness  has  to  request  Mr.  Rush  will  lay 
bmre  the  President,  with  an  intimation  that  it  is 
the  I^ce  Regoit'B  nmeat  desire  to  enter,  with- 
out delay,  into  discussion  with  the  Government  of 
the  United  Bates  upon  the  important  subject  to 
which  those  addresses  refer,  and  in  the  successful 
accomplishment  of  which  the  common  feelings 
and  T^utation  of  both  States  are  equally  and 
deeply  involved. 

It  has  occurred  to  the  Prince  Regent's  Govern- 
ment, that  the  difficulties  which  have  hitherto  op- 
erated to  prevent  a  common  system  of  concert  and 
prevention,  as  directed  against  the  illicit  slave  trade, 
between  the  two  Governments,  can  be  most  satis- 
factorily examined  by  selecting  Washington  for 
the  seat  of  ddiberation.  Under  this  impression, 
the  undersigned  has  delayed  to  transmit  to  Mr. 
Rush  the  Mdreases  in  question,  till  he  could  ae- 

■ 
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compaoy  them  witU  some  propositioa  to  be  coq- 
reyed  to  the  GoFerament  of  the  United  States  for 
giriog  practical  effect  to  the  views  of  Parliament. 

The  undersigned  having  lately  had  the  honor  of 
acquainting  Mr.  Rush  that  Mr.  Stratford  Canning 
had  been  selected  by  the  Prince  Regent  to  replace 
Mr.  Bagot,  as  his  Envoy  and  Mbister  Plenipoteo- 
tiarjr  in  America,  and  as  that  gentleman  will  pro- 
ceea  to  his  mission  early  in  the  Spring,  the  onaer- 
signed  has  to  request  Mr.  Rush  wiTl  invite  his 
CroTemment,  on  the  part  of  the  Prince  Regent,  to 
enter,  as  soon  as  may  be  aAer  Mr.  Canning's  airi- 
val,  upon  the  proposed  discussions. 

Upon  a  subject  so  deeply  interesting  to  human- 
ity, the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States  can 
never  require  any  other  impulse  than  that  of  its 
moral  principles  to  awaken  it  to  exertion ;  but, 
whatever  of  aid  good  offices  can  contribute  to 
smooth  the  way  for  an  amicable  and  advantageous 
proceeding  on  such  a  matter,  the  undersigned  is 
convinced  will  be  supplied  by  Mr.  Rush's  zeal  and 
enlightened  attachment  to  the  success  of  the  great 
cause  which  this  in^aiijr  involves;  and  in  this 
Tiew  the  commnntcation  is  specialty  recommended 
to  his  personal  Bunurt  and  protection. 

The  nndersigned  arails  himself  of  this  opporta- 
nity  to  renew  to  Mr.  Rush  the  assurances  of  his 
distinguished  ctnuideration. 

CASTLERBAGH. 


Mercuhib,  7  die  JvUe,  1819. 

**  Radved,  That  an  humble  address  be  presented 
to  his  Royal  Hiffhness  the  Prince  Regent,  to  as- 
sure his  Royal  Highness  that  we  acknowledge, 
with  becoming  thankfulness,  the  zealous  and  per- 
severing efforts  which,  in  conformity  with  former 
addresses  of  this  House,  his  Royal  Highness  has 
made  for  accomj^ishing  the  total  aDninilatlon  of 
the  African  riave  trade  by  alt  the  foreign  Powers 
whose  subjects  have  hitherto  been  engued  in  it. 

**  That  we  also  oongiatulatp  his  RoyalHighness 
on  the  success  with  which  his  efforts  have  iKen 
already  attended ;  that  guilty  traffic  having  been 
deelaied,  by  the  concurrent  voice  of  all  the  great 
Powers  of  Eun^,  afsembled  in  Congr&s,  to  be 
repugnant  to  alt  the  principles  of  humanity  and  of 
universal  morality. 

"That,  consequently, on  this  declaration, all  the 
States  whose  subuicts  were  formerly  concerned  in 
this  criminal  traffic,  have  since  prohibited  it  y  the 
{greater  part  absolutely  and  entirely,  some  lor  a 
tune,  particularly  on  that  part  of  the  coast  of 
Airica  only  which  is  to  the  north  of  the  line  Of 
the  two  States  which  still  tolerate  the  traffic,  one 
will  soon  cease  to  be  thus  distinguished — the  period 
which  Spain  has  solemnly  fixra  for  the  total  abo* 
litkm  of  the  trade  being  near  at  hand.  One  Power 
alone  has  hithorto  forl»rne  to  specify  any  period 
when  the  traffic  shall  be  absolutely  abandoned. 

"That  the  United  States  of  America  were  hon- 
oraUy  distinguished  as  the  first  which  pronounced 
the  ccmdemnation  of  this  guilty  traffic ;  and  that 
they  have  since  auccessirely^  passed  various  laws 
for  carrying  their  prohibiuon  into  effect;  that, 
nevuthaesB,  we  cannot  but  hear,  irith  feduga  of 


deep  regret,  that,  notwithstanding  the  strong  coa- 
demnation  of  the  crime  by  all  the  great  Powers  of 
Europe,  and  by  the  United  States  of  Amoica, 
there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  measures  whiek 
have  been  hitherto  adopted  for  actually  suppreB- 
ing  these  crimes,  are  not  yet  adequate  to  their 
purpose.  ' 

"That  we  never,  however,  can  admit  the  per- 
suasion, that  so  grrat  and  generous  a  people  as 
that  of  France,  which  has  condemned  this  gnitf 
commerce  in  the  strongest  ternu,  will  be  less 
earnest  than  ourselves  to  wipe  away  so  fonlaUot 
on  the  character  of  a  Christian  people. 

*'  That  we  are,  if  possible,  still  less  wiUiu  to 
admit  such  a  supposition  in  the  instance  of  the 
United  States  \  a  people  derived  originally  from 
the  same  common  stock  with  ouiselVes,  and 
vored,  like  ourselves,  in  a  degree  hitherto  perfaans 
unequalled  in  the  history  of  the  world,  with  the 
enjoyment  of  religious  and  civil  liberty,  and  all 
their  attendant  blessings. 

"  That  the  consciousness  that  the  GoTanmtni 
of  this  country  was  originally  instramcaul  in  kad- 
iog  the  Amoricans  into  this  criminal  course,  ami 
naturally  prompt  us  to  call  on  them  the  more  in- 
portunately  to  join  us  in  radcavoring  to  pat  aa 
end  to  the  evils  of  which  it  is  productive. 

"  That  we  also  conceive  that  the  establishinait 
of  some  concert  and  co-operation  in  the  measures 
to  be  taken  by  the  diffneat  Powers,  for  the  execo- 
tioQ  of  their  common  purpose,  may,  in  various  re- 
spects, be  of  great  practical  utility,  and  that,  under 
the  impression  of  this  persuasion,  several  of  the 
European  States  have  already  entered  into  con- 
ventional arrangements  for  seizing  vessels  eag^ed 
in  the  criminal  traffic,  and  for  briDging  to  punish- 
ment those  who  shall  still  be  guilty  of  these  nefa- 
rious practices. 

"  That  we  therefore  sup^icate  his  Royal  Higbr 
ness  to  renew  his  beneAeent  eadcaTocs,moi«  eape- 
eially  with  the  Qovemments  France  and  nS  uw 
United  States  of  America,  for  the  effictaal  attain-  I 
meat  of  an  ofajeet  which  we  all  ivoftss  e^oatty  to  I 
have  in  view,  and  we  cannot  bat  indalge  the  oon- 
fident  hope  that  diese  e&rts  may  yet,  erelong, 
produee  their  desired  effect ;  may  mnire  the  pne> 
tieal  enforcement  of  principles  universally  acknow- 
ledged to  be  undeniably  just  and  true;  and  nay 
obtain  for  the  long  afflicted  people  of  Africa  the 
actual  termination  of  their  wrongs  and  mise- 
ries; and  may  destroy  forever  that  fatal  barrier 
which,  Ity  obstructing  the  urdmary  coarse  of  civi- 
lization  and  social  improvement,  nas  so  long  kept 
a  large  portion  of  the  globe  in  darkness  ana  bai^ 
bari8m,and  rendered  its  connexion  with  the  civil- 
ized and  Christian  nations  of  the  earth  a  fmitfui 
source  only  of  wretchedness  and  desolation. 

'^Ordered,  That  the  said  address  be  presented  to 
His  Royal  Highnen  the  Prince  Regent,  far  sn^ 
members  of  the  House  u  are  of  His  Majesty^  most 
honoraUe  Privy  Council. 

«G.  DT80N. 

»U.D.D<m.  Com." 

[An  address,  precisely  similar^  was  voted  aboat 
the  same  time,  and  presented  m  due  course,  by 
the  House  of  Lords.] 
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Mr.  Stuk  to  Lord  CasOtftagh. 

London,  Ntrnnher  16,  2818. 

Tbe  uodenigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Miniiter  Plenipotentinry  from  tbe  Uniced  States, 
has  the  honor  to  present  his  ooDipliments  to  Lord 
Caitlereagh,  and  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
his  note  of  the  11th  of  this  month. 

The  copies  of  the  addresses  to  His  Royal  High- 
ness, the  Prince  Regent,  from  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  respect- 
ing the  slave  trade,  which,  by  eommaad  of  His 
Royal  Highness,  came  enclosed  in  his  Lordship's 
note,  with  a  request  that  they  might  be  laid  before 
the  President,  the  uudersigned  will  lose  no  time 
in  transmitting  to  the  Secretary  of  State  with 
that  view.  The  intimation  of  its  being  the  earnest 
desire  of  the  Prince  Regent  to  enter,  without  de- 
lay, into  discussions  with  tbe  United  States,  upon 
the  important  subject  to  which  these  addresses 
refer,  and  in  the  successful  accomplishment  of 
whidi  the  two  nations  have  a  common  interest, 
will,  the  undersigned  is  pNsaaded,  be  met  by  his 
Gtoveroment  in  the  same  spirit  of  elevated  benevo- 
lence which  has  given  birth  to  the  desire  in  the 
mind  of  His  Royal  Highness. 

The  andersigned  cannot  avoid  expressing  his 
ac({^aieseence  in  the  opinion  that  the  difficulties 
whieh  have  hitherto  operated  to  prevent  a  system 
of  concert  against  the  illicit  slave  trade  between 
the  two  Qovernments,  are  most  likely  to  be  satis- 
factorily examined  by  selecting  Washiogton  as 
the  seat  of  deliberation.  If,  happily,  they  are  of 
a  nature  to  be  removed,  it  is  by  such  a  transfer  of 
the  scene  of  a  new  ehdeavor  that  tbe  best  hopes 
may  be  formed;  and  it  is  hence,  with  a  peculiar 
satisfaction  that  the  undersigned  learns  that  Mr. 
Canning,  when  proceeding  on  his  mission  to  the 
United  States,  will  carrv  with  him  such  full  in- 
structions upon  tbe  whole  subject  as  may  prepare 
him  for  ent«ing  n|ion  the  interesting  duty  of  giv- 
ing eflect  to  the  news  of  Parliament  The  un- 
dersigned will  not  iail  to  make  koo^  this  inten- 
tion to  his  QovmimeDl,  by  the  earliest  opportunity 
that  he  can  command. 

Upon  a  subject  so  universally  interesting  to 
humanity.  Lord  Castlereagh  has  justly  inferred 
that  Uie  Uovemment  of  the  United  States  can 
never  require  any  other  incentive  than  that  of  its 
own  moral  impulse  to  awaken  it  to  exertion.  But, 
if,  upon  the  present  occasion,  it  needed  any  other, 
the  undersigned  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  it 
would  be  abundantly  found  in  the  friendly  and 
enlarged  spirit  of  this  renewed  overture  from  the 
Government  of  the  Prince  Regent,  and  in  the 
liberal  justice  rendered  to  the  early  and  steadfast 
efforts  of  tbe  United  States  in  the  cause  of  aboli- 
tion, by  tbe  Addresses  in  question,  from  both  Houses 
of  the  Parliament  of  this  realm.  Following  up 
their  uniform  policy  in  this  great  cause,  never 
tired  of  adoptinfj  new  expedients  of  prohibition, 
where  new  evasions  have  pointed  to  their  neces- 
sity, the  undersigned  feds  happy  in  being  able  to 
state,  feeling  sure  that  tbe  information  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  acceptable  to  the  unwearied  and 
useful  seat  of  his  Lordihip  in  the  aamecaue,  that, 
19th  Con.  8d  8e8s^7 


besides  tbe  law  of  April,  1818,  of  which  the  un- 
dersigned had  tbe  honor  to  speak  in  his  note  of 
the  Slst  of  December  of  that  year,  a  subsequent 
act  of  Congress,  of  date  so  recent  as  last  March, 
has  raised  op  edditioual  means  for  the  extirpation 
of  the  baleful  traffic.  By  this  act  the  President 
is  specially  authorized  to  employ  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  to  cruise  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa  \  and  other  new  provisions  are  introduced 
for  intercepting  and  punishing  such  delinquent 
citizens  as  may  be  found  forgetful  of  tbe  denun- 
ciations of  their  Government,  no  less  than  of  their 
own  moral  duties,  abandoning  themselves  to  the 
enormity  of  this  transgression.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  sentiments  ol  the  President  are  in  full 
aod  active  harmony  with  those  of  Congress,  in 
the  beneficent  desire  of  putting  a  stop  to  uis  deep 
rooted  and  afflicting  evil.  With  such  pledges  b^ 
fore  the  world^  the  undersigned  cannot  err  in  con- 
fidently anticipating  that  the  fresh  propo^l  of 
the  Government  of  His  Royal  Highness  will  be 
promptly  taken  up  at  Washington,  under  the 
deqmt  eonvlctions  of  their  importance,  and  with 
every  anxious  desire  for  a  favorable  molt  that 
can  oe  made  compatible  with  tbe  Constitution  and 
other  essential  interests  of  the  Republic. 

The  undersigned  is  happy  to  embrace  this  occa- 
sion of  renewing  to  Lord  Cestlereagh  the  assur- 
ances of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 


SPAIN— RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 


[Commanicated  to  tbe  Senate.  Febmuy  14, 18S1.] 

Wabbinqton,  Fi>.  13, 1831. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statta 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a 
memorial  received  from  Richard  W.  Meade,  to- 
gether with  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  coa- 
cerning  it. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Departhent  of  State, 

Febnarjf  13, 1821. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  refer- 
red the  letter  and  memorial  to  tbe  President  of 
R.  W.  Meade,  has  the  honor  of  reporting  hia 

opinioQ : 

That,  from  the  nature  of  the  claim,  now  first 
announced  by  Mr.  Meade  ia  the  letter,  it  will  be 
proper  that  it  should  be  communicated  to  the  Sen- 
ate, when  the  ratification  by  Spain  of  the  treaty 
signed  on  tbe  22d  of  February,  1819,  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  that  body  for  their  advice  and  consent 
to  receive  it  in  exchange  for  the  ratification  of  the 
United  States  heretofore  given. 

With  regard  to  the  material  facts  alleged  by  Mr. 
Meade  in  support  of  his  claim  to  a  distinct  and 
separate  engagement,  involved  in  the  treaty  on 
the  part  of  Ute  United  States,  to  pay  the  whole  of 
his  liquidated  donand  upon  Spain,  he  has  been 
miainiormed.  Neither  his  nor  any  other  individoal 
claim  was  ever  mentioned  between  the  negotiators 
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^ain—Richara  W.  Mud*. 


of  the  treitr ;  no  proposal  was  consequenlly  ever 
made  by  Mr.  Oois  that  it  should  be  inserted  by 
name.  It  was  known  that  Mr.  Meade  had  a  large 
unliquidated  claim  on  the  Spanish  Qorernment, 
and  he  had  been  informed^  according  to  his  re- 
quest, that  it  would  be  considered  by  the  Giorern- 
meni  of  the  United  States  in  common  with  others 
at  the  n^otiation  of  the  treaty ;  but  of  the  amount 
or  validity  of  the  claim  this  Government  had  no 
knowledge  sufficient  to  warrant  any  special  en- 
gagement to  assume  it,  had  such  a  proposal  been 
mue ;  and  by  Mr.  Meade's  own  statement,  it  was 
not  Uauidated  until  nearly  a  year  after  the  signa- 
ture (H  the  treaty,  and  then  without  the  privity  of 
thi*  Govemment,  and  not  in  the  manner  pre- 
seribed  by  the  treaty  for  all  claims  provided  for 
in  iL 

The  nwtuaent  of  Mr.  Meade's  memorisl,  drawn 
from  the  taw  of  nations  as  in  his  opinion  ai^liea- 
Ue  to  the  case,  and  founded  upon  a  statement  of 
fasts,  the  most  essential  of  which  are  unfounded, 
may  be  leA  to  the  sound  judgment  of  the  Senate. 

The  distinction  drawn  in  the  memorial  between 
the  claims  of  a  citizen  of  one  country  upon  the 
Govemment  of  another,  arising  from  contract  or 
from  wrong,  is  undoubtedly  so  far  just,  that  the 
claimant  by  contract  cannot  resort  to  the  inter- 
position of  bis  own  Qovernment  to  obtain  from  the 
other  satisfaction  for  his  claim  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  daimant  from  w^ng.  The  Giovernment 
of  the  claimant  by  contract  can  interpose  in  his 
behalf  only  by  its  good  offices,  and  cannot,  as  the 
memorial  states^  press  to  the  extent  of  reprisals  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  claim.  It  has  no  right  to 
interpose  at  all.  without  the  solicitation  of  the 
clamant  himself,  who,  having  stated  his  interest 
upon  his  own  confidence  in  the  Oorernment  with 
which  he  contracts,  may  properly  abide  by  the  re- 
sult of  that  confidence,  without  calling  upon  his 
country  to  make  itself  a  party  to  his  demand.  But 
if  he  does  appeal  to  his  own  Government  for  that 
adventitious  aid  to  which  other  contractors  with 
the  same  party,  and  on  the  same  security,  cannot 
resort,  he  thereby  voluntarily  makes  his  claim  a 
subject  of  n^otiation  and  of  those  compromises 
in  which  all  national  adjustments  of  individual 
claims  must  and  do  always  consist.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  pursue  this  position  into  Uie  detail  of  arj[u- 
iQent  bf  which  it  is  susceptible  of  illiutmtion. 
No  special  provision  for  the  individual  claim  of 
Mr.  Meade,  no  express  renunciation  of  it,  was  ever 
made  or  contemplated  by  the  treaty ;  nor  was  any 
mention  made  of  it  by  General  Vives  in  deliver- 
ing to  me  the  ratification  of  his  sovereign. 

By  the  statement  of  the  memorial  itself,  it  was 
qtiestionable  to  the  Cortes  and  to  the  Spanish 
Minister  of  Finance  whether  it  was  included  in 
the  renunciations  of  the  ninth  article  or  not.  If 
it  was,  Mr.  Meade  will  be  entitled  to  the  iodem- 
nities  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  and  in  the  forms 
provided  by  the  same  instrument ;  if  it  was  not, 
his  resort  is,  as  it  originally  was,  exclusively  to 
the  Spanbh  Government ;  and  the  Cortes,  in  re- 
cognising his  claim,  have  given  directions  for  its 

JOHN  ftUINCY  ADAMS. 


MEMORIAL. 
Wabhinoton,  FAnary  S,  1831. 

Sib:  Since  the  recent  intelligence  {rom  Spain 
has  reduced  it  nearly  to  a  certainty  that  the  treaty 
concluded  at  Washington  on  the  22d  Fetwnary, 
1819,  has  been  ratifod  by  the  Government  of 
Spain,  and  that  it  is  speediljr  to  be  offered  for  the 
ratification  of  this  Government,  itbecoines  highly 
expedient  that  all  the  collateral  and  implied  as 
well  as  the  direct  and  explicit  obligBticmB  which 
such  ratification  majr  carry  with  it  should  be  foUy 
understood  and  distinctly  recognised  belVve  any 
definitive  and  irrevocable  detenainatiDa  be  taken 
in  the  business.  My  most  vital  intcmta  arc  so 
deeply  involved  in  the  iaterpretatifflu  wiA  wiueh 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  may  be  imdentood  and  ac- 
cepted, and  may,  moreover,  entn-  so  eaacatiaUy 
into  the  motives  which  might  dictate  the  laUficar 
tion  or  rejection  of  it,  in  the  whole  or  ia  part, 
that  I  owe  it  as  a  duty  equally  to  myself  and  to 
the  Government  to  make  a  preluainarr  and  framk 
declaration  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  indem- 
nities which  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  may 

five  me  a  right  to  claim  from  the  United  States. 
*he  validity  of  such  a  claim  was,  without  doubt, 

firospectively  contemplated  and  admitted  by  the 
aoctionaries  directly  concerned  in  the  D^;oiia- 
tion,  if,  as  I  have  every  reason  to  condnde  wa^ 
the  fact,  it  formed  the  groundwork  of  any  one  of 
the  treaty  stipulations;  nor  do  I  appnhead  that 
the  tedious  procrastinations  and  vexatkna  shifu 
which  have  since  been  interposed  1^  the  laie  ad- 
ministrators of  public  aifairs  in  Spam  have  at  all 
impaired  the  force  of  the  original  «»siderations 
and  impressions  by  which  our  own  Government 
was  actuated.  But  the  more  definite  and  authentic 
shape  which  subsequent  events  luve  giva  to  my 
claim,  and  the  further  development  of  the  views  of 
the  Spanish  Govemment  respecting  ii,  would  alcHM 
have  justified  the  propriety  of  this  preliminary  ex- 
planation, even  il  the  full  execution  of  the  treaty 
did  not  maioiy  depend  upon  the  collective  wisdom 
and  discretion  of  Congress,  to  whom  the  involved 
consequences  of  its  stipulations  are  not  supposed 
to  he  so  distinctly  enunciated  as  to  the  origiaaJ 
n^tiators.  I  shall  submit  it,  with  the  moss  entire 
de&rence  and  respect,  to  your  own  judgment  ai^ 
discretion  to  devue  tu  most  proper  aM  efiectual 
mode,  when  the  occasion  shall  arise,  of  eom- 
municating  to  the  Senate  an  facial  notificatim 
of  this  clami,  and  also  of  recommending  to  Con- 
gress, among  the  measures  necessary  to  carry  Um 
treaty  into  practical  efiect,  a  distinct  provisifm  for 
the  complete  and  immediate  satisfaction  of  the 
claim;  so  that  its  distinct  recognition  as  one  of 
the  treaty  stipulations  may  be  concomitant  with 
the  treaty  through  its  several  stages  of  final  ratifi- 
cation and  complete  execution.  The  advmntagca 
resulting  from  this  mode  of  clearing  away  all  am- 
biguities, and  obviating  future  misunderstandings, 
are  evident,  besides  saving  me  from  expensive  so- 
licitations and  ruinous  ddays. 

In  conformity  to  these  vievrs,  I  shall  proceed, 
without  further  apolt^,  to  lay  before  you  a  som- 
mary  exposition  of  my  claim  (as  it  has  bees  fiiUy 
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recogflised  and  admitted)  upon  the  Spanish  Gor- 
etnment,  and  of  the  process  by  which  ihe  Gorern- 
nent  of  the  United  States  may  become  identified 
vith  that  of  Spain  in  the  oUigation  to  satisfy  that 
claim  immediately  upon  the  nehange  of  ratiftea- 

tiOBB. 

As  soon  as  I  was  rdeased,  through  the  humane 
and  decided  intennsition  of  my  country,  from  the 
prison  to  which  I  had  been  consigned  by  the  un- 
paralleled iajostice  and  perfidy  of  ttome  of  the 
ministers  and  agents  of  the  restored  Ooremment 
which  saperseded  the  illostrious  Cortes,  by  whose 
wisdom  and  heroic  constancy  Spain  had  been  sared 
from  a  foreign  yoke,  I  lost  no  time  in  preferring 
the  most  urgent  solicitations  for  the  setuement  of 
my  claims,  to  an  immense  amount,  upon  the  Span- 
ish (JoTernment.   These  claims  were  due  on  ac- 
coont  of  extenaire  supplies  of  proristons  and  ad- 
vances of  money,  at  a  time  when  the  nation  was 
in  the  most  trying  and  doubtful  crisis  of  its  fate ; 
to  the  timely  assistance  of  which  supplies  and  ad- 
TMkces,  it  has  been  distinctly  and  ^teftdhr  ac- 
knowlednd  by  the  great  body  of  patriotic  ^>an- 
iaids,  both  in  {mUic  and  private  lif!^  that  tlw  nation 
waa  mainly  indebted  for  the  ultimate  achievement 
of  itt  independence.  Notwithstanding  the  counter- 
aetiMis  thffown  in  my  way  from  the  same  corrupt 
sources  of  selfish  intrigue  by  which  my  most  ini- 
qnitoDs  imprison  mentliad  been  planned  and  pro- 
looked,  so  manifest  and  so  cogent  was  the  equity 
of  my  claims,  and  so  powerml  the  appeal  to  the 
gratinide     the  natioo,thattfae  Government  could 
not  avoid  living  serious  attention  to  the  case.  It 
was  notonous  enough  how  unprepared  they  were 
to  meet  my  demands,  and,  indeed,  that  the  con- 
scious embarrassment  of  the  Ctovernment  on  that 
head  was  one  of  the  mainsprings  of  action  put  in 
motion  by  Uie  intriguers,  who  were  permitted,  for 
so  long  a  time,  to  evade  the  pressing  instances  of 
Mr.  Erriajg  sind  my  friends  for  my  release,  and 
even  to  nullify  the  en*ct    royal  orders  ostensibly 
commanduig  it.   Very  soon,  however,  after  my 
relesse,  they  tuned  their  attention  to  the  Crown 
lands  in  Florida  as  a  resource  for  discharging  the 
debt  ;  aad,  accordingly,  it  was  insinuated  to  me 
thM  I  might  receive  payment  bv  means  of  an 
equivalent  in  those  lands.  But  1  knew  that  the 
Gkivernment  of  the  United  Sutes  had  Idng  con- 
templated a  cession  of  the  Floridas  as  the  ultimate 
satisfaction  and  indemnity  for  the  insults  and  in- 
juries which  our  flag  and  commerce  had  sustained 
through  the  instmm«it^ity,  active  or  passive,  of 
Spain.   I  therefore  felt  myself  not  only  bound  by 
the  general  obligations  of  a  good  citizen,  but  es- 
pecially moved  hy  the  strongest  sense  of  gratitude 
for  the  disinterested  and  magnanimous  interference 
of  my  country  in  my  behalf,  to  avoid  every  step 
which  might  possibly  traverse  even  the  ulterior 
and  contingent  views  and  [projects  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  di|domatic  relations  with  Spain :  and, 
accordingly,  without  stopping  to  inquire  whether 
the  negotiation  had  assumed  such  a  shape  as  to 
give  the  United  States  any  right,  ather  absolute 
or  inchoate,  to  insist  upon  specific  iodemnity  in 
the  Floridas,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams, 
dated  the  6th  of  Jime,  1818,  (eight  months  before 


the  signature  of  the  treaty,)  io  which  I  stated  the 
proposition,  expressly  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
wheth^  my  acceptance  of  it  would  be  agreeable 
to  this  Government.  As  soon  as  the  answer  of 
Mr.  Adams,  dated  18th  September,  181^  informed 
me  that  this  Government  appcehended  ill  conse- 
quences from  admitting  the  precedent  of  the  grant 
in  question  pending  the  negotiation,  as  it  might 
open  a  door  for  other  grants,  tending  materially  to 
diminish  the  value  of  the  desired  cession,  I  abtn- 
doned  all  thoughts  of  accepting  payment  in  that 
mode,  aad  applied  myself  exclusively  to  the  direct 
means  of  obtaining  satisfaction.  Having  experi- 
enced, throughout  the  whole  affitir,  the  greatest 
I  inconvenience  from  the  dilatcny  noceedings  of 
I  the  Spanish  Government,  I  jvenented,  in  the  month 
of  December,  1818,  a  memorial  to  the  King,  backed 
I  by  an  official  letter  from  Mr.  Erving,  urging  ^ 
'  appointment  of  two  or  three  persons  in  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  King  to  audit  and  settle  my 
claims.  My  petition  was  finally  eianied.  Mid  a 
junta  or  commission,  consisting  of  four  counsel- 
lors, was  accordingly  appointed  by  a  royal  orIct. 
The  report  of  that  jonla,  on  the  20th  S^itember, 
1819,  aAer  a  laborious  and  minute  investigation 
of  six  or  seven  months*  duration,  and  a  critical 
examination  ioto  all  the  merits  of  the  ease,  qie- 
cifically  admitted  and  passed  my  claim,  to  an 
amount  less  than  I  had  all  along  stated,  both 
directly  to  thin  Government  and  to  Mr.  Erving. 
The  report  of  the  junta,  in  frank  and  explicit 
terms,  acknowledges  and  enforces  the  most  cogent 
motives  for  the  speedy  satisfaction  of  the  debt  by 
the  Spanish  Government — motives  avowedlv  de- 
rived, not  only  frum  the  faith  of  the  most  solemn 
contracts,  but  from  the  national  gratitude  for  the 
signal  aud  meritorbus  services  I  lud  performed  in 
the  execution  of  those  contracts.  That  report  or 
award  has  been  approved,  ratified,  and  adopted,  in 
all  its  terms,  bv  the  S[»nisfa  Oovenimnit^  and 
sanctioned  by  all  the  highest  sirfemiuties  that  can 
be  invoked  to  bind  the  Aith  of  the  State. 

The  delay  of  the  report  to  so  late  a  period  as 
September,  1819,  was,  iu  a  great  measure,  occa- 
sioned by  ue  multiplicity  of  contracts  to  be  exun- 
ioed,  and  of  departments  from  which  information 
was  to  be  sought.  After  the  report  had  been  seat 
in,  it  was  returned,  with  various  Mnestions  and 
okoervatioas  from  the  Minister  of  Finuice  to  the 
junta,  who,  after  considering  the  suggestions  of 
the  Minister,  on  the  15th  November,  1819,  con- 
firmed their  first  report,  reasserting  and  enforcing 
all  the  reasons  upon  which  it  was  founded,  and 
even  declaring  that  the  sum  awarded  was  less  than 
what,  in  justice  and  equity,  the  Government  ought 
to  pay  me.  Still  the  Minister  of  Finance  thought 
it  necessaiy  to  consult,  in  succession,  the  Treasurer 
Genoal  of  Uie  kingdom  and  the  Comptroller  Gen- 
eral of  Accounts;  and  their  decision  concurring 
with  that  of  the  junta,  the  King  finally  ratified 
the  award.  A  formal  certificate  was  made  out 
and  delivered  to  me,  signed  by  all  the  members  of 
the  junu,  and  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Finance 
by  order  and  acting  in  the  name  of  the  Kin^ ;  and 
the  royal  seal  is  affixed  thereto — solemnities  ob- 
served only  in  cases  of  high  eoiunissions,  and  in 
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a&irs  of  the  utmost  importance.  This  certificate, 
(which,  together  with  aoother  royal  order,  was 
transmitted  to  me  in  May,  }820,byMr.  Arguelles, 
the  new  Minister  of  Finance,)  imports  the  clearest 
and  most  nnequiTocal  acknowiedgmeDt  that  the 
Spanish  GoTernment  is  indebted  to  me  in  the  sam 
of  9*91,153  3^  and  directs  that  the  same  shall 
be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Royal  Finance  De- 
partment, with  interest. 

The  embarrassments  of  the  new  revolutioo, 
which  ensued  in  the  interval  between  the  defini- 
tire  award  of  the  junta  and  its  final  ratification 
by  the  King,  delayed  and  impeded  the  full  measure 
of  justice  which  I  had  erer_y  reason  to  expect  from 
the  more  enlightened  and  just  Goverament  of  the 
Cortes,  which  that  rertdution  has  now  restored 
to  Spain.  I  nevertheless  pressed  for  a  settlement 
with  all  the  diligence  that  the  magnitude  of  the 
claim  and  my  necessities  justified  and  required; 
and,  as  soon  as  its  definitive  and  official  recogni- 
tion, in  the  form  of  the  certificate  just  mentioned, 
vas  communicated  to  me  by  the  Ministn  of  Fi- 
nance, I  petitioned  the  Cortes  to  ordn  its  imme- 
diate payment,  and  to  deugnate  tlw  mode  of 
payment  I  could  obtain  no  definitive  resolution 
from  the  Cortes  till  the  5ih  October  last,  the  day 
they  decided  in  favor  of  ratifying  the  treaty  for 
the  cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States ; 
upon  which  occasion  they  ordered  that  my  memo- 
rial should  be  united  with  thepepers  rdative  to  the 
treaty,  and  submitted  to  the  Kin^,  in  order  to  have 
it  ascertained  whether  the  American  Government 
had  consented  to  the  iatroduction  of  my  indi- 
vidual claim  into  the  negotiations  on  the  treaty: 
andj  if  so,  that  the  American  Gkiveroment  had 
distinctly  assumed  upon  itself  the  payment  of  my 
claim,  and  had  wholly  exonerated  Spain  from  it; 
but,  if  it  should  be  found  that  my  case  had  not 
been  taten  into  view  by  the  owotiaton,  and  was 
not  distinctly  understood  as  embraced  inthe  treiUy 
stipulations,  they,  in  that  case,  decreed  the  imme- 
diate payment  of  the  debt  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment. Upon  this  reference  from  the  Cortes,  the 
Spanish  Minister  of  State  pronounced  an  unequiv- 
ocal opinion  that  the  debt  had  been  distinctly  and 
apecifically  assumed  by  the  United  States,  m  ex- 
oneration of  Spain,  or  would  be  so  upon  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications ;  consequently,  I  was  rrferred 
to  the  eventual  ratification  of  the  treaty  for  the 
ultimate  satisfaction  of  my  claim.  The  opinion 
of  the  Minister  was  founded  (as  I  was  informed 
from  high  authority)  upon  facts  said  to  have  been 
notorious  to  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty,  and  ver- 
ified, as  it  was  said,  by  the  official  communica- 
tions of  Mr.  Onis  to  the  Spanish  Government,  to 
wit,  that  my  claim  had  been  introduced  by  name 
into  the  discussions  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Onis^  who  finally  agreed,  in  their  verial  emfermces, 
that  It  should  be  aisumed  and  paid  by  the  United 
States ;  that  Mr.  Onis  (ffoposed  the  insertion  of  my 
name,  and  a  specific  sttpnlation  to  that  effect  in  the 
treaty,  but  thai  Mr.  Adams  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  do  so,  though  he  agreed  to  ULe  insertion  of  a 
clause  intended  to  comprehend  my  case  without 
naming  it,  and  to  exonerate  Spain  from  the  debt, 
with  the  understanding,  neverthdess,  that  it  was 


to  be  specifically  assumed  and  paid  by  the  United 
States.  The  clause  alluded  to  as  the  one  intended 
to  embrace  my  claim  is  the  Mh  of  the  renancia- 
tions  declared  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  ia 
the  ninth  article  of  the  treatv. 

From  an  ezaminatiDn  of  tne  three  doeamentfr— 
the  protocol  of  the  treaty  as  ddivered  b7  Mr.  Oaisi 
the  wttnter-projet  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  trca^ 
as  it  iw  actually  concluded  and  signed,  so  noea 
is  certain  and  evident,  that  the  protocol  ooe tains 
a  clause  nearly  equivalent  to  the  one  in  qnotion, 
which  is  entirely  omitted  in  the  counter-|Htoet; 
and  so  it  becomes  highly  probable  that  it  ms 
inserted  in  the  treaty  in  consequence  of  some  nev 
arrangement  or  substantive  understanding,  dis- 
cussed and  adjusted  in  the  latter  stag^es  of  the  Ee- 
gotiation.  What  were  the  nature  and  exttat  of 
such  arrangement  or  understaodin^^  and  of  ^ 
preliminary  discussions  which  led  to  it,  and  whe- 
ther Mr.  Onis  had  made  an  accurate  report  of  them 
in  his  alleged  communications  to  his  own  Goven- 
ment,  are  matters  of  which  jfoii,  sir,  must  have 
far  more  authende  and  certam  mfimnat&Hi  thiE 
any  I  can  inetend  to  i^er.  If  Uie  fifth  mnncit- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  wen,  is  het, 
designed  to  extend  beyond  such  chums  as  arose 
outof  injuries  and  aj^piessions  in  which  the  natiaa, 
in  its  sovereign  capacity,  was  immediately  con- 
cerned, and  for  which  it  might,  conformably  a 
the  law  and  usage  of  nations,  have  claimed  resti- 
tution and  indemnity  under  tne  peril  of  reprissh ; 
and  if,  in  truth,  it  were  intended  to  reach  and  com- 
preheod  claims  arising  out  of  civil  cootraets — in 
other  words,  bona  Jide  debts  due  from  the  Spanish 
Government  to  private  citizens  of  the  United 
States — then  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  sweeping 
terms  of  the  stipulation  are  broad  enough  to  em- 
brace my  identical  claim ;  and  it  is  etnatty  cWar 
and  eatain  that  it  was  the  identiea]  oaim  (if  not 
the  sole  and  only  one  of  the  kind)  intended  to  be 
so  embraced.  It  may,  thnefor^  be  eonoeded  that 
the  Spanish  Goverament,  so  far,  was  wamntei 
in  concluding  that  they  were  to  be  as  effectually  I 
exonerated  and  discharged  from  their  drtt  to  me  j 
as  if  it  had  been  mentioned  by  name  in  the  tnalv; 
and  their  corollary,  that  the  United  States  wooJd 
then  be  bound  to  pay  and  satisfy  that  de^  with- 
out defalcation  or  delay,  was  sureljr  a  Terr  natnial 
one,  and  as  surely  founded  in  the  soundest  wia- 
ciples  as  well  of  the  moral  as  of  the  ecmrentHul 
law. 

I  have,  however,  positively  denied  and  fonnaDf 
protested  against  one  of  the  postulates  assumed  bf 
the  Spanish  (Sovetnment,  which  is,  that  anysii]h 
ulation  of  the  United  States  could  be  competent, 
per  Mj  to  cancel  the  debt,  and  exonerate  Spaia  i 
from  ber  original  and  inhuent  obligation,  in  as; 
other  way  than  by  actually  payius  Uke  ddt 
to  me.  Not  that  I  have  ever  be«im  the  Iwt 
avme  from  accepting  the  United  States  fat  nv 
debtor  in  lieu  oi  Spain;  on  the  conttmry,  if  tke 
undertaking  of  the  United  States  wen  co-ex&n- 
sive  in  point  of  lecal  and  moral  obligatioo  with 
that  of  Spain,  so  that  the  existing  pecuniary  debt 
of  the  one,  with  all  its  concomitant  duties,  becomes 
identically  the  debt  of  the  other,  I  shooM  then 
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most  TiUiD^ly  accede  to  the  proposed  transposi- 
tion  of  the  indebted  party.  Bat  it  is  precisely  on 
this  point  tlut  the  most  alarming  ambiguity  ex- 
ists; for.  if  this  particular  debt  be  embraced  by  the 
tenns  m  the  fifkh  renuneiation  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  so  intnded  by  the  nego- 
tiator^ thai  there  is  no  distinct  and  snbstantiTe 
provision  for  the  payment  of  it,  unless  the  official 
report,  alleged  to  nare  been  made  by  Mr.  Onis,  of 
a  verbal  arrangement  and  nndentanding  on  the 
subject  between  him  and  Mr.  Adams,  and  not  fully 
expressed  on  the  foce  of  the  treaty,  should  be  dis- 
tinctly and  formally  recognised  or  this  Govem- 
ment.  The  terms  of  the  treaty,  taken  simply  and 
strictly,  without  being  interpreted  by  any  such  sup- 
plemental arrangement  or  understanding,  clearly 
import  that  all  uie  claims  embraced  by  all  the  fire 
renunciations  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  are 
to  be  thrown  (nto  one  heterogeneous  mass,  and 
placed  on  the  same  level,  and  subject  to  the  same 
rule  of  compensation ;  whereas  nothing  could  be 
more  uninst  and  iniurioas  than  sneh  an  operation 
in  rqianl  to  my  claim;  beeaose  nothing  can  be 
more  dutimilar  in  their  natnre,  in  their  origin, 
and  in  all  their  ciretmistance&  and  nothing  more 
unequal  in  the  cogency  of  the  1^1  and  moral  ob- 
ligations out  of  which  tbev  aris&  than  my  claim, 
and  the  mass  of  othm  wita  whicn  it  is  apparently 
confounded. 

The  broad  distinction,  in  all  their  moral  and 
political  consequences  and  relations,  between  a 
mere  debt  volontarily  contracted  by  a  State  in  the 
ordinary  transactions  of  business  with  a  private 
person,  whether  citizen  or  foreigner,  and  a  claim 
tor  unascertained  damages  on  account  of  injuries 
to  private  property,  involved  and  bound  up  m  na- 
tional injuries,  is  manifest  and  universally  admit- 
ted. Depredations  upon  theeommerce,  aggressions 
up<m  the  flag,  eithn  of  the  militarjr  or  commercial 
marine  of  a  nation,  equally  with  invasions  of  its 
territory,  are  always  ctnsidmd  and  treated  as 
direct  aggressions  upon  the  sovereiflDty  of  the 
natioiu  and  equally  to  be  resented  and  rqielled  as 
acts  (»  iuMtility,  if  a  reasonable  satisfaction  be  not 
DUde.  All  forcible  and  violent  seizures,  at  sea  or 
upon  land,  of  the  persons  or  property  of  private 
citizens,  partake  of  the  same  character  of  hostility, 
vaAy  aeeording  to  the  various  degrees  of  the  of- 
fence, may  ^ive  just  cause  for  reprisals.  When 
the  State  is  injured  or  insulted  in  the  persons  of 
its  citizens,  if  the  aggression  be  manifestly  and 
flagrantly  unjust,  the  State  is  bound  by  its  corre- 
lative duties  to  its  citizens,  whilst  it  avenses  its 
own  wrongs,  or,  by  peaceable  means,  vindicates 
the  violated  rights  of  its  sovere^ty,  to  demand 
just  reparation  for  the  injuries  ionicted  on  its  citi- 
zens. In  all  these  cases,  however,  the  compensa- 
tions fi»  the  jffivate  injuries,  equally  with  the 
aatisfaetious  for  the  pnuie  wrongi,  must  necessa- 
rily be  fair  subjects  of  eom]noinise  and  mutual 
accommodation.  The  o^ded  State  is  not  bound, 
nor  has  it  any  right,  to  set  up  its  own  judgment 
as  paramount  and  infalUU^  and  to  insist  upon  the 
wmMum  JiUj  according  to  that  judgment;  other- 
wise, disputes  and  wars  would  be  interminable. 
These  compromises  between  Stales,  both  of  the 


puUie  wrongs  and  of  the  private  injuries  involved 
m  them,  are  of  necessity,  and  agreeable  to  the 
universal  usage  of  civilized  nations ;  but  that  a 
mere  failure  in  contract,  on  the  part  of  one  State 
towards  a  private  citizen  of  another,  should  be 
treated  as  a  violation  of  the  high  rights  of  sover- 
eignty, so  as  cither  to  jastify  reprisals,  or  to  give 
occasion  for  any  of  those  compromiseB  or  mutual 
concessions  usually  incident  to  a  treaty  of  pacifica- 
tion, would  be  an  assumption  as  abmlutely  desti- 
tute of  any  countenance  from  precedent  as  from 
any  of  the  analogies  of  puldic  law. 

From  the  following  comparison  of  my  actual 
condition,  as  an  acknowledged  creditor  of  Spain, 
having  a  present  and  perfect  rifht  to  demand  in- 
stant payment,  with  that  to  which  I  should  be 
reducM  as  a  deferred  claimant  of  a  precarious 
dividend  under  the  eleventh  article  of  toe  treaty, 
there  will  appear  abundant  cause  for  my  anxiety, 
and  for  my  having  protested  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, as  I  now  ao  to  this,  against  the  compe- 
tency of  the  treaty,  either  to  operate  the  release^ 
without  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  debt, « 
to  annex  to  its  transposition  such  interpcdatioos 
upon  the  terms  of  the  original  triiligatiou  as  die 
letter  of  the  said  eleventh  article  would  seem  to 
imply. 

I  have  shown  what  procrastinations,  what  long, 
wearisome,  and  expensive  solicitations  and  invea- 
tigations  I  have  had  to  wade  through ;  and  what 
sacrifices  of  my  time,  my  means,  and  my  comforts^ 
I  have  had  to  endure,  in  order  to  have  my  claim 
definitively  and  conclusively  adjusted,  ascertained, 
and  settled,  by  the  only  party  connected  with  me 
in  the  contract,  or  responsible  to  me  under  it,  by 
a  party  in  all  respects  competent  to  take  upon 
himself  the  most  perfect  obligation.  After  I  have 
surmounted  every  difficulty,  and  have  at  last  con- 
clusively fixed  upon  this  party  a  consummate  ob- 
ligation to  pay  me  an  ascertamed  sum  of  money, 
inslanter :  upon  what  terms  and  for  what  equivar 
lents  am  1  called  upon  to  renounce  or  to  transpose 
this  perfect  right  7  Why,  if  the  ostensible  stipo- 
lations  of  the  treaty,  as  defined  in  the  eleventh  ar- 
ticle, are  to  be  strictly  taken  w  the  only  rule  for 
determining  the  equivalents,  then  what  is  now  am 
ascertained  debt,  standing  upon  the  basis  of  a  con- 
summate obligation,  is  reduced  to  a  mereoutstand- 
ing  claim,  open  to  fresh  and  reiterated  contesta- 
tions from  unknown  parties,  from  intermeddling 
strangers  without  privity  or  interest  in  the  originu 
contract,  or  any  motive  for  engaging  in  the  con- 
troversy but  an  eager  emulation  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  very  inadequate  sum  set  apart  for  the 
satisfaction  of  ail  the  claims.  It  is  to  be  re-exam- 
ine] and  adjudicated  over  again  by  a  new  com- 
mission, which  may  not,  and  probably  will  not,  be 
closed  m  less  than  a  period  of  three  years,  com- 
meneing  from  some  undefined  point  of  time  here- 
after, riz:  the  meeting  of  the  commissiotters  in 
Wauiington ;  and  which,  if  it  decide,  as  possiUy 
it  may,  to  investigate  over  again  the  merits  ana 
details  of  my  claim,  will  have  to  invoke  documen- 
tary evidence  from  the  bureaus  of  a  foreign  coun- 
try peculiarly  tenacious  of  iuarchives.  Now,  sop- 
pose  the  claim,  as  it  stands  abjudicated  1^  the 
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JE^uiish  aathtwities,  to  be  affirmed  by  the  Anwii- 
eancommiauooen;  then,  instead  c^a  present  ri^ 
to  donand  pavmeni  of  the  whole  sam,  witbont 
dc6dcalion  or  delay,  from  a  party  abundantly  sol- 
vent aad  of  presumed  good  faith— a  party  not  yet 
declared  bonkmpt,  either  in  character  or  cirenm- 
-ftanees — t  am  to  watt  for  a  contingent  quota  or 
diridend  oat  of  the  gross  sun  set  apart  for  the 
»tisfaction,jir()r<tfa^  of  the  entkc  mass  of  claims; 
ud  eren  that  qoota  cannot  be  aacertaioed  and  de- 
daied  nntil  the  whcde  of  the  claims  are  finally 
adjadicated,  within  the  afiDrenid  period  of  three 
yuan.  Lasdy,  this  tedious  procos  being  accmn- 
|iiriied,and  uw  eominission  fusuttm  aftdo  j  all  the 
daims  being  definitiTely  adjusted,  and  the  xcniee' 
tire  qaotas  ascertained  and  declared ;  eren  then, 
the  mode  and  the  time  of  pajrment  are  left  at  the 
aheolnte  discretion  of  Congress,  viz :  first,  imme- 
diately at  the  Treasury ;  or,  secondly,  in  six  [wr 
cent.  Btod,  payable  oat  of  the  proceeds  from  the 
sales  ct  public  lands  in  the  ceded  territory ;  or, 
lastly,  in  such  other  manner  as  Congress  may  pre- 
aeribe  by  law. 

I  beg  leave  to  advert,  veiy  cursorily,  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  public  law  and  oi  oatur^  justice  upon 
which  I  have  founded  my  protest  against  the  as- 
sumed power  so  to  dispose  oi  my  rights  of  property, 
if,  indeed,  contrary  to  my  bed  hopes  and  expecta- 
tiMiB,  any  such  power  was  ever  to  be  cxoted  in 
ifaeease. 

All  debts,  both  puUic  and  {irivate,  are  univer- 
sally held,  among  civilized  natious,  as  a  species  of 
property  more  sacred  and  inviolable  than  any  other. 
This  principle  seems  to  have  been  peculiarly  ae- 
ecptable  to  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  The  consdiutmn,  whUst  it  leaves 
to  the  several  States  the  discretionary  rwhts  of 
sovereignty  over  the  (ordinary  property  of  their 
eitizms,  expressly  prohibits  them  from  making 
any  thing  but  gold  and  ^ver  coin  a  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts,  and  from  passing  any  law  impau- 
in^  the  oUigation  of  contracts—a  clause  which, 
in  Its  eslaUished  eonstructirai  and  practical  e£Eect, 
has  been  held  to  annul  all  State  laws  professing, 
under  any  pretext,  to  discbarge  deUors  from  the 
«Uuation  <m  their  debts.  By  the  treaty  of  1794 
with  England,  all  debts,  both  puUic  and  private, 
ate  to  be  hdd  absoltitely  inviolate  in  case  of  war 
httween  the  two  nations,  while  every  other  species 
of  imperty  i«  left  exposed  to  belligerent  confisca- 
tion and  reprisals.  That  clause  of  the  treaty  is 
further  remarkable  for  its  clear  and  emphatic 
connciation  of  the  abstaraet  principles  of  national 
moralinr  and  good  faith  upon  which  the  stipnlar 
tion  is  lounded.  Since  the  benign  and  prevailing 
influence  of  these  principles  has  been  able  to  relax 
the  iron  grasp  of  war,  I  cannot  doubt  their  sover- 
eign  efficacy  in  that  temperate  state  of  the  body 
politic  when  its  passions  or  necessities  claim  no 
prescriptive  charter  to  ecmsecrate  force  and  ven- 
geance on  the  altars  of  justice  and  mercy.  With 
req)ect  to  private  property  in  goieral,  the  power 
d  the  sovereun  to  cede  or  dispose  of  it  without 
the  oomoit  of  the  ownu  has  beai  held  to  result 
turn  the  various  modifications  of  that  high  pre- 
mgatlve  of  majesty  supposed  to  be  vested  m  abao- 


lote  princes,  and  by  some  jurists  andwriiais 
pablic  law  styled  the  tnmmt  domam;  by  Tiitai 
which,  in  its  pure,  unmodified  state,  lU  prneifi 
theoretically  saj^iosed  to  be  enjoyed  Dfotta 
zens  under  the  tacit  condition  of  being  mm 
by  the  sovereign  whni  the  necessities  « ihcafar 
ot  the  Slate  shall  require  it   It  issgmdjW 
ever,  by  all  the  most  approved  enonndmofiii 
laws  of  nature  and  nations,  that  this  ligbtd'ai- 
ing  private  [ffopetty,  in  viitne    the  «miw# 
main,  is  restrained  within  ecrtaia  nde^M 
in  natuiml  jostiM,  which  caoMt  be  tna^ 
by  any  State  that  is  eiviUzed  and  gonwh 
laws,  no  matter  how  absolute  the  fcrm  of  gma 
moit  in  other  leqieets.   In  tl»  first  phet,iit 
lawful  only  upon  occasions  of  the  Jugtote 
necesrity  and  fcv  the  pablic  safety;  aiid,iita 
case,  ftul  compensation  must  be  mi^e  > 
owner;  for  wmch  purpose,  if  the  oidiunn- 
enue  of  the  State  be  madequsie,  the  defiw 
must  be  madie  up  by  contribotioas  from  tU  ^ 
citizens.   The  power  to  cancel  debts,  nndtr  0 
circumstances,  is  treated  as  one  of  tke  skkk^ 
tionable  and  pernicious  results  of  themimti^ 
maio^  and,  ol^  course,  cannot  be  jnstififl!  bfuf 
inferior  necessity  than  what  is  reqdsiie  lo  pn 
validity  to  cessions  of  other  propvty.  It  »  * 
ordinary  conjuncture,  no  indocanentctf  afleo- 
pedieney  or  ranvenience,  no  ba^ainioi  or  t» 
promisiiig  for  the  settlement  of  dispoted  liHB  o 
of  indemnities  for  iojories ;  it  is  noihiiK) 
but  an  imperious  pcmtieal  necessity  iMuiM*- 
pensable  regard  to  the  common  stfety  ibc  (*■ 
justify  even  an  absolute  prince  in  biiifB^*"Vi 
by  a  treaty  of  crasion,  the  private  fpp^" 'r 
citi^n.  and  then  cmly  Dpm  the  eow*"^' 
ing  full  compensation.  Indeedjnoimt!^*''' 
be  tHought  within  these  rules  bat  a  tniiTaT*^ 
for  the  conclusion  of  some  destrueiinvtiiBis*' 
ing  extreme  danger  to  the  State,  and  for  the  tn» 
nation  of  which  cessions  of  prints  f^?^  ^ 
in  some  way,  become  necenary.  l*i  '•J^**? 
man  consent  of  mankind,  an  absc^ute  ■m*'^ 
cannot  tran^ess  these  wholesome  ''S"*f"ff 
the  eminait  domain  widiout  the  sdgiasoif^ 
less  violator  of  public  faith,  far  less  idwJJ 
wouU  be  the  supposition  that  the  GoTeroD*" 
the  United  Sutes  could  ever  have 
more  unlimited  xnrerogative.   Indeed,  w  uUK 
the  assumed  pnvil^es  of  this  eminent  daB» 
accord  with  the  theory  of  our  GoverMwHi*" 
the  known  and  defined  origin  and 
powers,  as  to  have  raised  no  i°«"''''**'^'p» 
of  the  expediency  of  that  amendment  to  tte  i|» 
stitution  which  forbids  the  taking  of  {Vtw'r^ 
erty  for  public  use  without  jost  ""P^JJTu 
apprehending  that  it  was  calculated  to  8^°^ 
implication,  rather  than  to  limit  *«.*P*'"jiSi 
ers  of  the  General  GoVemnMOi;  "^,1^ 
the  aid  of  such  implication,  the  power  loaBr 
vate  prt^rty  for  public  use,  upon  •"y^.y 
might  not  have  been  inferred. 
it  is  certain  that  the  practice  of  ^^^^^^ 
has  strictly  and  invanably  wnfonned(iu«» 
treaty  shall  so  be  interpreted  and  •""■"Lbs- 
estauish  a  solitary  exception)  to  tbit  grvP 
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pie  of  aniversal  ethics  and  public  law  so  distinctly 
reoc^ised  and  imperatively  mjoioed  by  the  Con- 
stitution; for,  upon  all  the  occasions  when  the 
prerogatiTe  of  lakiug  private  property  for  public 
use  has  been  nerted,  (and  it  has  been  exerted  only 
in  cases  of  the  highest  necessity,  and  for  the  public 
safety,)  fall  compensation  has  invariably  been 
made  to  the  citizen.  Witness  the  numerous  in- 
stances of  the  last  war — a  war  of  invasion  and 
devastation— in  which  it  became  necessary,  occa- 
sionally, to  take  military  occupation  of  private 
houses,  which  caused  their  destmction ;  or  to  burn 
bridges,  and  otherwise  use  or  destroy  private  fffop- 
erty,  for  the  advancement  of  militwry  operations: 
in  evMJ  case  ibe  proprietor  has  been  compensated 
to  the  fall  value  of  the  property  lost.* 

I  need  not  institute  any  comparison  between 
that  sort  of  necessity  concemptated  by  the  great 
exponnders  of  pnUic  law,  when  they  undertake  to 
drane  the  ngbtful  limits  of  the  eminent  domain, 
and  that  necessity  created  by  the  motives  of  profit 
or  convenience,  which  operated  in  the  present  in- 
stance nor  any  inquiry  into  the  authority  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  by  mere  dint  of 
power,  to  release  a  claim  under  the  circumstances 
of  mine,  namely,  a  debt  due  from  a  foreign  State, 
upon  a  contract  not  made  within  the  jurisdiction 
aor  under  the  legal  sanctions  of  the  United  States, 
of  which  they  had  no  privity  or  control  but  wnat 
may  have  resulted  from  the  mere  circumstance  of 
the  CTeditoHa  being  a  citizen,  sojoumine  and  car- 
rying on  cride  in  foreign  parts.  All  that  can  be 
required  to  make  out  my  case  is  this  brirf  and 
simile  state  cnf  it :  my  property,  to  the  value  of 
near  half  a  million,  is  taken  to  pay  for  the  Flor- 
idas.  Then,  upon  any  principle  of  public  law,  or 
of  a  constitutional  bill  of  rights,  what  is  there  to 
cast  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  over  my  claim  to  be 
compensated  and  reimbursed  that  instant  the  ces- 
sion of  the  Floridas  is  consummated  1 

The  history  of  the  negotiation,  through  all  the 
stages  of  its  pn^ess,  whereof  any  monumentsare 
extant,  infers  an  intent  entirely  conformable  to  the 
legal  and  moral  oUigations  (such  as  I  have  en- 
deavored to  expound  them)  of  the  high  con- 
trecting  parties.  Upon  the  great  question  of  ad- 
justing the  equivalents  for  the  long  desired,  anx- 
iously exfected,  and  all-important  cession  of  the 
Flondas,  it  has  already  been  shown  how  ma^ial 
a  term  in  the  calculations  of  the  parties^  and  how 
much  discussed,  was  that  of  exoneratuiff  Spain 
from  her  debt  to  me :  being  first  demanded  by  Mr. 
Onis,  as  appears  by  his  proctocol ;  at  first  refused 
by  Mr.  Adams,  as  appears  by  his  counter-projet ; 
still  insisted  on  by  Mr.  Onis ;  at  length  conceded 
by  Mr.  Adams ;  and,  accordinglv,  the  fifth  renun- 
ciation, framed  purposely  to  embrace  that  sjiecific 
object,  was  admitted  in  the  treaty.  There  is  one 
other  circumstance,  however,  of  itself,  conclusive 
to  expound  the  genuine  intent  of  the  parties  at  that 
stageof thetransactioD.  Itisthis:  mthecounter- 
projet  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  gross  sum  of  $5,000,000 

*  For  the  rale  of  indemnity  to  individuals  for  losses 
by  war,  vide  Grot.  Dc  Jure  Bel,  et  Pa.  8,  SO^  $  6; 
Pnf.8,fl,  §7;  Vat.  3,  J 6,  S  SOT. 


is  desi^ated  for  the  aggr^te  satis&ction  of  all 
the  claims  proposed  to  be  renounced  by  tlut  instroh- 
ment ;  which,  be  it  remembered,  did  not  iaelude 
mine,  or  any  of  the  like  description ;  yet,  after  the 
fifth  renunciation  (including  my  claim,  and  every 
other  of  the  like  description,  and  enhancing  by 
so  much  the  price  of  the  cession,  comes  to  be  in- 
serted)  nothing  more  is  appropriated  by  the  treair 
for  private  indemnities  than  the  same  identical 
95,000,000.  Thus  the  sum  of  compensation  re- 
mains precisely  the  same ;  whilst  the  sum  of  daims 
to  be  compensated  is  so  materially  increased,  by 
the  addition  of  this  entirely  new  deseriptioD  of 
claims  to  the  list  of  renunciations.  This  fiut  alone 
imperatively  demands  the  hypothesis  of  an  imididt 
understanding  between  the  parties  tiuit  the  aadidlao- 
tion  of  my  claim  was  to  be  substantively  provided 
for,  apart  from  the  others  renounced  by  the  treaty ; 
otherwise,  we  have  a  paradox  equally  perplexiag 
to  the  casuist,  the  arithmetician,  and  the  jurist ; 
namely,  that  the  price  to  be  received  by  the  vtada 
may  be  increased  ad  infinitum^  without  adding  any 
thing  to  the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  vendee. 

If  the  report  said  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Onis 
to  his  Government,  corroborated  as  it  is  by  so 
many  circumstances,  should  encounter  no  emphatie 
contradiction  from  any  quarter  which  we  are  noond 
to  consider  as  more  authentic,  it  must  be  taken  as 
a  concession  that  the  debt  was  to  be  fully  and  ab- 
solutely assumed  by  the  United  States :  and  so  the 
case  becomes  clear  and  intelligible,  md  the  iHu>le 
proceeding  &ir  and  just.  NoUung  then  remains 
but  to  clear  it  from  all  ambiguity,  by  distinet  n- 
cognitions  in  the  act  of  ratifiMtioii,  and  in  the  up- 
propriatioos  for  carrying  the  treaty  into  eflbct. 

But,  sn[^K»e  it  turn  out  that  no  verbal  or  im- 
plicit amugement  or  understanding,  samdemen- 
tal  to  the  letter  of  the  treaty,  can  oe  admitted ; 
still  there  is  no  essential  difference  in  the  right  of 
the  case ;  for  it  is  clear  the  debt  is  embrac«  hf 
the  sweeping  terms  of  the  fifth  renunciatiou,  and 
was  intended  tcbeso:  then  the  United  States 
have  stipulated  absolutely  to  cancel  the  debt  and 
exonerate  Spain,  and  must,  at  all  events,  perform 
that  stipniation.  How  is  it  to  be  performed  1 
Why,  there  is  but  one  just  end  rightful  way, 
which  is,  simply,  to  pay  the  debt.  It  sigiufiee 
nothing  to  say  the  treaty  designates  the  mode  and 
the  extent  in  which  the  delM  shall  be  eompensaSed, 
and  binds  the  United  States  to  nothing  more ;  be- 
cause, I  answer  conclusively,  first,  the  act  is  yet 
in  fieri  ;  and  the  precise  question  is,  how  shall  it 
be  consummated  7  Whether  in  conformity,  or  in 
direct  opposition  to  principles  consecrated  vf  nd»> 
lie  law,  by  the  Constitution,  and  by  the  mitn  of 
nations;  and,  secondly,  when  consummated,  it  is 
re3  inter  aHaa  acta  /  it  concludes  the  high  contract- 
ing parties  as  to  all  that  it  stipulates  for  the  bene- 
fit 01  either ;  but  as  to  any  stipulation  volunteered 
for  or  against  him  who  Was  neither  party  nor 
privy,  and  whose  particular  claim  was  not  neces- 
sarily involved  or  committed  in  the  negotiation,  it 
concludes  not  him ;  he  is  perfectly  free  to  accnt 
it,  if  it  be  for  his  bmefit,  or  to  renounce  it,  if  it 
be  othmrue.  I  maintain  that  Spain  cannot  be 
exonerated ;  the  debt  cannot  be  eaneeUed  tmtil  it 
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is  paid,  either  br  Spaio  herself,  or  by  some  guar- 
antee for  bert  Until  then,  it  subsists,  de  Jure,  in 
as  full  force  after  as  before  the  ratificatioD  of  the 
treaty^;  and  unless  it  be  distinctlv  pronounced  by 
the  terms  of  the  ratification  that  the  United  States 
ate  to  be  made  the  guarantee,  I  shall  not  cease  to 
urge  Spain  for  payment,  by  all  the  sacred  and  in- 
violable ties  of  national  faith  and  honor,  and  to 
araU  myself  of  all  the  legal  remedies  thai  her  tri- 
banab  are  competent  to  entertain.  Then,  would 
not  a  clear  right  result  to  Spain  to  come  upon 
the  United  States  for  indemnity}  under  the  stipu- 
lation which  oblijKs  them  to  cancel  the  debt  and 
exonerate  Spain?  That  stipulation  is  not  made 
to  depend  upon  the  condition  of  my  accepting  this 
or  that  equivalent,  but  is  absolute;  and  if  the 
United  States  cannot  have  the  debt  cancelled,  and 
Spain  eronerated,  in  the  way  most  af^reeable  to 
themAdves,  it  is  their  business  to  devise  an  ade- 
quate mode ;  but,  at  all  events,  their  duty  to  exon- 
erate Spain.  So  long  as  the  obligation,  l%al  or 
moral,  of  Spain,  is  permitted  to  continue  in  force, 
thougn  there  be  no  adequate  remedy  for  coercioff 
her  to  payment,  still,  if  one  acintiUa  JtirU  be  leu 
unextinguished,  she  cannot  be  said  to  be  exon- 
erated in  anv  sense  of  the  term ;  her  appeal  to  the 
yet  untamisned  faith  of  the  United  States  could 
not  be  resisted.  Thns,  the  United  States,  fay 
tilung  the  direct  course  of  paying  the  debt  to  me, 
do  nothing  more  than  strictly  fulfil  a  clear  and 
unetmditional  stipulation  with  Spain.  In  noother  | 
way  can  it  be  fulfilled;  and  no  better  can  be  de- 
sireid.  The  only  alternative  is  an  arbitrary  inva- 
sion of  private  right,  and  a  very  ambiguous  impli- 
cation of  the  faith  of  treaties. 

I  would  also  submit,  with  great  deference,  that  | 
the  circumstances  of  this  transaction  have  given 
me  a  strong  claim  to  the  equitable  consideration 
of  the  Oovemment.  In  the  purchase  of  the  Flori- 
das,  my  property  has  been  ireely  used,  and  every 
advantage  has  neen  derived  from  it,  just  as  if  it 
had  been  committed  to  the  negotiation  oy  the  most 
valid  assignment.  Now,  whether  the  stipulation 
to  cancel  the  ddM  and  extmoate  Si«in  be  efiec- 
tual  or  not,  yet,  in  fact,  that  stipulation  has  sup- 
|died  to  Spain  an  apolwy,  a  pretext,  and  a  color 
of  ri^^t,  to  deny  or  evade  the  payment  of  a  debt, 
otherwise  acknowledged  under  circumstances  oi 
such  persuasive  and  cogent  equity  as  to  have  made 
the  prompt  payment  of  it  necessary  and  ineviu- 
Ue.  I  need  not  remark  how  notorious  it  is  that, 
with  sovereigns,  who  are  amenable  only  to  the 
ultima  ratio,  an  apology,  a  pretext,  or  a  color  of 
rightj  is  too  often  equivalent  to  a  le^l  defence  or 
|dea  m  bar  in  disputes  between  private  persons 
amenable  to  the  ordinary  process  of  law.  I  can 
truly  say  that,  under  my  present  circumstances, 
with  all  my  means  and  resources  alnorbed  and 
bound  up  in  this  large  debt,  the  delay  is  little  less 
than  the  denial  of  justice.  | 

In  every  possible  view  that  can  be  taken  of  the 
case,  as  r^^ds  the  question  either  of  strict  right 
or  of  equitable  discretion,  I  humbly  submit  whe- 
ther it  be  not  obviously  just  and  expedient  for  the 
Etoiate  to  anna  to  the  ratification  of  the  trea^,  by 
way  of  rider,  a  distinct  recognition  of  my  cwd, 


so  that  it  may  be  specifically  provided  for  amongst 
the  appropriations  necessary  tocarry  the  treaty  into 
effect.  But  if,  for  any  reason,  it  be  decided  thai 
the  debt  shall  not  be  assumed  by  the  United  States, 
then  I  think  there  is  one  act  of  justice  I  may  bold- 
ly [vesume  to  ask,  without  fear  or  hesitation ;  and 
that  is,  to  have  the  fifth  renunciation  distinctly 
excepted  from  the  ratification,  and  ex^nged  from 
the  treaty,  or,  at  least,  to  have  my  claim  eietpied 
from  it  by  name.  I  shall  then  be  left  free  to  prose- 
cute  it  where  it  is  unqnestionably  due,  unembar- 
rassed with  the  imposing  rraunciation  of  my 
country.  I  have  the  mot4  assured  confidence  that 
Spain,  when  her  moral  sense  and  good  fiaith  aie 
no  longer  perplexed  by  the  salvo  of  that  renuncia- 
tion, cannot  resist  one  moment  my  instances  for 
an  immediate  liquidation  of  the  debt.  In  all  evoitsj 
it  is  my  clear  and  decided  election  to  abide  the  is- 
sue of  an  appeal  to  the  moral  sense  and  good  faith 
of  that  nation,  rather  than  the  chances  of  thai 
contingent  and  long^eferred  indemnity  provided 
for  the  other  claims,  into  whose  company  mine 
has  been  introduced  by  the  treaty,  though  intro- 
duced as  casual  acquaintances  merely,  and  not,  1 
hope,  with  any  view  to  force  them  into  a  loathed 
and  unnatural  union. 

For  the  freedom,  and  probably  the  saperfluoas 
elabcmtion,  with  which  1  have  inns  claimed  yooi 
attention  to  the  facts  and  the  principles  upoa 
which  my  rights  are  asserted,  I  luve  no  apolwy 
I  but  my  deep  interest  in  the  consequences  of  & 
public  act  about  to  become  the  subject  of  execu- 
tive and  legislative  deliberatum.  Indeed,  if  an 
individual  interest  were  at  stake,  of  fiu-  less  import 
than  the  fruits  of  a  life  of  honest  enieiprise  and 
I  active  exertion,  in  the  preservation  of  which  the 
inestimable  blessings  of  personal  independence 
and  the  comfortable  existence  of  a  lar^  famWy 
are  involved,  I  should  do  injustice  eqim\y  to  the 

Sirit  of  our  institutions  aoii  the  character  of  the 
svernment,  if  I  thought  it  necessary  to  deneeate 
censure  or  offence  for  a  respectful  and  wdl-founded 
remonstrance  against  the  effect  of  any  public  act, 
consummate  or  intended,  upon  my  private  rights. 
The  iroplicii  confidence,  so  absolutdy  due  to  the 
Oovemment  collectively,  would  be  most  oiyatfly 
withheld,  sir,  from  any  department  of  it  under 
your  exclusive  adrainisttation.  I  therefore  rtnow 
myself  with  an  unlimited  trust  in  the  habUoal 
equity  of  your  mind,  when  I  defer  to  your  jo^ 
ment  and  discretion  that  disnostiion  of  thia  memo- 
rial which  may  give  me  the  benefit  of  the  faefi 
and  reasons  it  advances,  wherever  the  antliwity 
resides  to  administer  the  proper  remedy. 

With  the  profoundest  sentiments  of  reapect,  I 
remain  your  much  obliged  and  grateful  ikllow- 
citlzen, 

RICHARD  W.  M£AX»E. 
To  the  pRiBiniHT  or  thb  U.  Statbs. 

NOTES. 

"  Every  thing  in  the  political  ucietj  ought  to  IchI 
to  the  good  of  the  eomssanitj ;  and  if  even  the  oa- 
sen's  person  is  subject  to  Ibis  rale,  his  fortune  eusot 
be  excepted.  The  Stats  eaonot  subsist,  or  comaatiy 
administsr  pubUe  aflairs  in  the  moat  advani^eous 
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mannar,  if  it  hu  not  Ui«  power  of  diipMing,  on  oeca- 
sion,  of  all  kindi  of  goods  •ubject  to  ita  aatbority.  It 
may  evea  be  pretamed  that,  when  the  nation  takes 
pDsscwion  of  a  country,  the  property  of  certaia  tbinga 
u  only  allowed  to  individualB,  with  this  leaerTe.  The 
right  which  belonged  to  the  society,  or  to  the  eoTereign, 
of  disposing,  in  case  of  naceMi^,  and  for  the  public 
safety,  of  all  the  wealth  contained  in  the  State,  is 
called  the  "  eminent  domain."  It  ia  evident  that  this 
right  is,  in  certain  cases,  necessary  to  him  who  gOT- 
erns;  and,  consequently,  is  a  part  of  the  empire,  or 
■overeigD  power,  and  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  num- 
b«r  of  Um  prerogatiTea  of  majesty.  When,  therefore, 
the  people  •abmtt  the  empire  to  any  one,  they  at  the 
aame  time  yield  to  him  the  eminent  domain — at  least, 
if  it  ie  not  expressly  roaerved.  Every  Prince  who  is 
truly  a  aeveraign  is  Inveelad  with  this  right,  in  the 
aame  manner  that  his  authority  is  limitl^  in  other 
respects. 

"If  the  nation  disposee  of  the  public  property,  in 
virtue  of  his  eminent  domain,  the  alienation  is  valid, 
&c. 

"  When  he  diapoaea,  in  like  manner,  in  a  case  of 
necessity,  of  the  possessiona  of  a  community,  or  of  an 
individndi  the  alienation  will  be  valid  for  the  aame 
reuon.  Bat  jnatioe  demands  that  this  community,  or 
this  individual,  bo  recompensed  out  of  the  public 
money ;  and,  if  the  treasury  is  not  abb  to  pay  it,  all 
the  cittzens  are  obliged  to  ceotribata  to  It,"  Ac—  Vat. 
b.  I,  cA.  SO,  Me.  344. 

"  The  necesnty  of  making  a  paace  authorizes  the 
sovereign  to  dispose  of  things  even  belonging  to  pri- 
vate persona ;  and  the  eminent  domain  gives  him  this 
right.  In  some  degree,  by  virtue  of  the  power  which 
he  has  over  all  hie  sut^ects,  he  may  dispose  of  their 
persons.  But  these  cessiona  being  made  for  the  com- 
mon advantage,  the  Slate  is  to  indemnify  the  citiiens 
who  are  sol^Ters  by  them."— fU.  6.  4,  cA.  S,  we.  13. 

"  The  promises,  the  conventions,  all  the  private 
contracts  of  the  sovereign,  are  nalnrally  subject  to  the 
aame  rules  as  those  of  private  persona.  If  there  ariae 
any  difficulty,  it  ia  equally  conformable  to  prudence, 
to  the  delicacy  of  a  sentiment  that  ought  to  be  parti- 
cularly conapicuoua  in  a  sovereign,  and  to  the  love  of 
justice,  to  cause  it  to  be  decided  by  the  tribunals  of  the 
State.  This  ia  the  practice  of  all  the  States  that  are 
civilized  and  gOTomed  by  laws." 

The  author  next  treats  of  the  conventions  and  con- 
tracts made  by  the  sovereign,  in  bis  quality  of  sover- 
eign, and  in  the  name  of  the  State,  with  private  per- 
sons, either  subjects  or  foreigners,  and  of  the  manner 
of  deciding  controveraies  ariaiog  from  such  contracts  ; 
and  be  then  proceeds  as  follows : 

"  Authors  add  that  the  sovereign  may  cancel  these 
contracts  if  he  finds  they  are  contrary  to  the  public 
welfore.  He  may  doubtless  do  it,  though  not  from 
any  reaaoa  taken  from  the  particular  nature  of  these 
contract^  but  either  from  the  same  reason  that  ren- 
ders even  a  public  treaty  invalid  when  it  ia  fatal  to  the 
State  and  contrary  to  the  public  safety,  or  in  virtue  of 
the  eminent  domain,  which  gives  the  sovereign  a  right 
to  dispoae  of  the  proper^  of  the  cittxene  with  a  view 
to  the  common  safety.  We  speak  here  of  an  abso- 
lute sovereign." 

"  The  conductor  of  the  nation  may  have  his  private 
aniurs,  and  hia  particular  debts ;  these  kind*  of  debts 
he  is  obliged  to  pay  out  of  his  own  privato  fortune. 
What  he  barrows  for  the  service  of  the  State,  the  debts 
ooDtraeted  in  the  administration  of  public  affiun,  are 


contracts  of  strict  right,  obligatory  upon  the  State  and 
the  whtdo  nation.  Nothing  can  dispense  with  the 
discbsigingof  these  debts.  As  soon  as  they  have  been 
contracted  by  a  lawful  power,  the  right  of  the  creditor 
is  not  to  be  shaken,"  &,c.—  Vat  b.  2,  eA.  14,  tee.  313^ 
814,  316. 

For  a  further  development  and  various  illustrations 

of  the  doctrine,  vide  Grot.  De  Ju.  Bel.  et  Pa.  1,  1, 
sec.  6.  Id.  3,  14,  sec.  7.  Id.  3,  8,  sec.  4,  (3.)  Id.  S. 
30,  sects.  7,  8,  16.  Puf.  6,  9,  sec.  33,  n.  (II.)  Id.  S, 
sec.  7.  Id.  6,  sects.  19,  SO.  Id.  8,  sec.  3.  Id.  10, 
aec.  7.  Id.  13,  sec.  3.  Hub.  De  Jo.  Civ.  1,  8,  6,  44. 
Bynk.  Q.  J.  P.  3,  16,  p.  300.  Tumbull's  HeiuMk  S, 
8,  sects.  116-170.    Burl.  3,  6,  sects.  SA-39. 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  AN  INCREASE 
OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Nov.  31, 1630.] 
At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Petersbarff,  Vs., 
conrened  at  the  court-house,  Friday,  l7tB  No- 
vember, to  receive  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  Con- 
eress  in  opposition  to  the  tariff  bill,  Thomas 
Wallace,  Mayor,  was  appointed  chairman,  and 
John  F.  May,  secretary. 

The  committee  presented  the  following  memo- 
rial, which  was  rt»d  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Resolved.  That  one  copy  be  transmitted  to  James 
Barbour  and  James  Pleasants,  Senators  from  this 
State,  and  ooe  to  Doctor  James  Jones,  the  Rep- 
resentative from  this  district  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

The  mmorial  of  the  merchants  and  other  mhabUanU 
of  Peter^urg,  Fo.,  respedfidly  shoueth  : 
That  your  memorialists  are  deeply  impressed 
with  the  ruinous  tendencv  of  the  restrictive  system 
of  commerce  advocated  by  an  association  styling 
themselves  the  friends  of  national  industry,  and 
fully  convinced  that  the  tariff  bill,  presented  at 
their  suggestion,  during  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, ana  intended  to  be  again  brought  forward  at 
the  present  session,  if  pawed^  will  prove  highly 
demmentat  to  the  commeretal  and  agricultural 
interests  of  the  nation  and  to  oar  revenue,  already 
reduced  to  comparative  insignificance  by  the  op- 
eration  of  the  same  system,  whilst  no  Mvantagas 
can  be  expected  to  result  fnna  the  bill,  in  any  de- 
gree counter  balancing  the  iaevitalde  erib  of  the 
measure. 

We  believe  that  the  prosperity  and  indepen- 
dence of  nations,  as  of  individuals,  are  essentially 
connected  with  an  unrestricted  state  of  commerce, 
securing  to  each  the  libertv  of  selling  in  the  dear- 
est marKet  the  produce  of  nis  industry,  and  buying 
in  the  cheapest  such  articles  as  his  necessities  de- 
mand. 

National  prosperity  and  national  independence 
we  consider  as  nothing  but  the  aggregate  of  in- 
dividual fvosperity  and  independence.  If  individ- 
uals, restricted  to  a  particular  market  for  the  sale 
of  their  produce  and  purchaK  of  neceasariei, 
would  feel  their  proeperily  and  independence 
abridged,  we  cannot  conceire  how  nations,  where 
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cfcrr  indindul  ik  Rsnrietcd  MAeMine  potais,' 
Aowd  bdim  their  indcpendeaee  ud  pro^ierity 
promoted  bjr  those  rcry  nstrictions. 

The  idea  of  forcing  m  people  to  iiianii£icrare 
among  themselrei  articles  wKich  tbey  can  por- 
dwie  abtiad  at  a  much  lower  price  than  they  can 
produce  them  at  home,  we  coDceive  to  be  eqoally 
repugnant  to  jo^e,  to  p(^ey,  and  to  the  prin- 
cipka  of  our  Constitntion.   Such  a  scheme  can 
be  carried  into  effect  only  by  taxing  the  many  for 
the  emoloment  (rfthe  few;  by  forcing  mnltitades 
from  the  oeeupatiiHis  to  which  tbey  hare  been 
bred,  and  in  which  tbey  bare  thriven,  to  expend 
their  labor  and  risk  their  capitals  in  projects  where 
they  have  neither  knowlnlge  nor  experience  to : 
gnide  them.    The  powers  necessary  to  execute 
socb  measures  we  consider  as  too  de^Krtic  to  bare 
been  dei^ated  by  the  American  peofde  to  their  i 
Goremmentf  and  mch  as  we  cannot  suspect  our  ' 
leprcsentatiTcs  of  wuhmg  to  assnme^  by  the  in-  ■ 
sttoiBenlalitj[  of  inference  or  ctnstroetwn. 

The  doctrine  inculcated  by  the  friends  of  the ' 
pnhiltttory  system,  tlut  a  nation,  to  accanmlaie 
wealth  by  conuneree,  most  import  less  than  it  ex-  \ 

rts,  is  certainlr  emneoas.  Capital  exehanged . 
a  more  TalnaUe  consideimtioii  u  not  lost;  that  I 
the  importer  i^ins,  we  most  prcsmne,  since  he'de- 1 
sires  the  exchange ;  that  the  consnmer  gains, ! 
there  caa  be  do  doubt,  so  long  as  he  cui  procure 
necessaries  at  less  expense  from  the  importing 
merchant  than  from  the  home  manufacturer.  A 
few  great  capitalists  only  are  disaj^inted.  On 
the  whole,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  liroduct  of  our 
exports  cannot  in  any  way  he  so  profitably  invested 
as  in  the  form  of  imports. 

The  adruitagK  of  a  free  trade  are  folly  demon- 
strated in  the  commercial  hiiAory  of  Uie  nations 
of  Barope,  from  thennezampled  imwpaity  of  the 
Huue  Towns,  under  the  inflnence  of  an  unre- 
stricted system  of  commerce,  to  the  commercial 
ruin  of  Great  Britain,  under  die  most  complete 
prohibitoiy  system  that  has  ever  been  deriaed. 

In  the  history  of  this  latter  nation,  we  learn, 
too,  that  manufactures  cannot  be  always  forced ; 
for,  with  all  her  indu»trj,  perseverance,  and  in- 
genuity, there  are  certain  manufactures  she  has 
not  been  able  to  force  to  sufficient  perfection  to 
support  themselres.  We  learn,  also,  that  those 
branches  of  commerce,  fisheries,  &c.,  with  which 
her  Legislature  has  interfered  the  most,  have  gen- 
emtly  been  unproductive,  and  that  nearly  in  the 
proportion  of  the  fostering  care  extended  to  them ; 
and  we  learn  a  still  more  iDstmctire  lesson,  diat 
a  nation  may  become  so  deeply  involved  in  the 
protective  system,  as  to  be  unaoie  to  exticate  her- 
self, though  aware  of  the  ruin  to  which  it  leads. 

The  oDvioos  tendency  of  this  sjrstem  is  to  de- 
stroy foreign  commerce,  by  prohibiting  our  mer- 
chants from  importing  toe  products  of  other 
eoonfties  in  return  for  the  e^mrts  of  ours;  thus 
prorokinff  tbem  to  retaliate  on  us  as  they  have 
already  oone  on  Great  Britain,  by  refusing  to  re- 
ceive our  produce  except  on  such  terms  as  we 
cannot  afford  to  export  it.  With  the  destruction 
of  foreign  commerce,  we  expect  not  only  the  ruin 
of  those  immediately  engaged  in  imports  and  ex- 


ports, in  the  earrring  tta^  MUiig,  fa. 
Imt  of  almost  ewy  individual  dtKcdyoria^ 
ncdy  coneened  in  cumnufcial  afiin  Nva 
the  fate  of  the  agricultural  interest  he  Intg  pn- 
traded  under  the  operalioo  of  swli  a 
Loaded  with  heavy  internal  taxes,  inpodi: 
sn|qdy  the  defect  of  the  revenue  fonMiir  dnn 
from  foreign  commerce;  compelled  to  pijdaililf 
or  treUc  prices  for  every  necessary  iheyprthit; 
excluded  from  a  market  for  the  product  if  tbdr 
own  labor,  thelandbddeis  must  sink  ini»|smn 
and  insignificance.  Oar  seamen,  for  viit din- 
jdoyment  at  home,  most  csnisraie  to  toBBeal 
coontries,  or  rescHt  to  smo^ung  lad  pncyh 
support ;  our  navy  rot  in  our  docks;  our  ^me 
aiMcoaiting  trade  be  left  to  the  merer  (few 
invader. 

How  incapable  a  nation  withoot  foie^  oa- 
nwKce  is  <tf  piotec^ig  her  eoastinr  tridtCbm 
the  most  popoloQs  country  under  ue  SOD,  luH  [T 
plundered  by  every  piratical  tslaadix  on  hneKi 
mStoAs  an  impressive  examjde. 

Those  who  expect  a  heme  ma^  from  ihte- 
tablishment  of  mano&etnres  can  aeidts  bin  » 
culated  bow  many  maDufactureisoiwainealnA 
can  feed,  nor  how  immense  an  additMD  lo  ^ 
products  of  our  soil  and  the  numlxT  of  its  aut- 
vators  half  a  centory  of  unrestricted  igneotw 
enterprise  will  mafc^  br  dearinf  the  licb  iw 
extensive  forests  of  our  back  couBtiy,iaviTi^ 
useless. 

The  evils  of  the  prohibitory  synmwobnoos, 
universal,  and  highly  oppressive;  iK  idmltfB 
limited  to  a  few  great  capitali^;  ^^^^ 
reason  for  its  introduction  whdly  wSnufii  tor 
our  manufactures  are  alnady 
tec  ted }  an  average  duty  of  atioat  ttotl^Tt  pa 
cent,  on  imports  already  exista  ift  Atn  b^<» 
Freight,  insurance,  double  eoaunisHA, 
and  sundry  other  chafes  incident  to  shiFfUt;  ^ 
transporting  foreign  manu&crores  to  tlw 
operate  as  a  further  bounty  of  at  letst  fiftf»JJ 
cent   The  British  artisan,  the  most  fonnw" 
rival  in  every  market,  is  taxed  to  the  iiqm"!° 
one-third  of  tne  whole  produce  of  'J, 
too,  operates  as  a  bounty  of  thirty-three  iw 
third  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  AmerKU'Jj 
petitor.   If  we  add  to  this  the  incr«»l  n»w 
money  in  this  country,  we  may  *<*°^ 
that  the  advantages  in  favor  of  »e 
manufacturer  amount  to  upwards  of  ow**"^ 
per  cent. 

When  we  find  that  the  [ffoteetive 
ried  to  this  enormous  extent,  instead  o: . 
a  commensurate  energy  on  the  P*'**''?"^^ 
iaetnners,  has  produced  only  loote '"J; 
more  inordinate  concessions,  it  is  tune 
pause  and  consider  whether  the  ^l^^^^t 
on  this  unthrifty  scheme  could  not  hare  iw» 
pended  on  something  more  prodoctive. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  inwjj 

ists  respectfully  solicit  your  li*"***"^!-*- 
that,  instead  of  embracing  the  raaitws 
commended  in  the  tariff  bill  preseaW  »i  JT^ 
session,  you  may  adopt  sncn  ^jiie 
wisdom  may  suggest  fat  disembaiwsuv  ^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 


1494 


RmoMtraaee  agmiit^  an  tnoraaae  of  Dniiei  on  Imports. 


from  all  restiaints  incompatible  with  the  increaae 
of  oar  revenue,  and  the  promotion  of  eoounercial 
and  acricoltural  enterprise. 

THOS.  WALLACE,  CAainiHM. 

J.  F.  Mat,  Secretary. 


MEMORIAL  FfiOM  MAINE. 

TotheionoraUe  the  &nateandt]u  htmorabU  the  House 
of  Repreteaiatites  of  Ou  United  Statex  of  America 
in  Coagreat  aseemliUd : 

The  aumcffial  of  the  dele^tes  from  the  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  Kctioos  of  the  Slate  of 
Maine,  m^  in  convention  at  Portland,  in  behalf 
of  the  great  interests  of  this  portion  of  the  Union, 
iteg  leave  respectfully  to  make  known  to  your  hon- 
orable body  tneir  views  and  sentiments  in  relation 
to  the  propositions  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  and  which,  it  is  understood,  will  be  re- 
newed at  the  approaching  session,  in  relation  to 
the  national  revenue. 

Maine  is  more  deeply  interested,  in  proportion 
to  its  population,  in  the  commercial  prosperity  of 
the  Uniwi,  than  any  other  of  the  States.  Its  ton- 
na^  has  been  jwoportionall^  greater,  and  its  fa- 
cilities for  navigation,  its  rivm,  bays,  and  har- 
htxf,  its  opportimities  for  earrying  on  the  fisheries, 
its  immense  forests  of  exportable  lumber  and  ship 
timbo*,  are  unequalled.  A  vast  portion  of  the 
popalalion  are  devoted  and  habituated  to  com- 
merce, to  navi^tion,  and  the  fisheries.  Maine  is, 
at  the  same  time,  calculated  to  become  an  agri- 
cultural State,  and  will  be  the  first  grazing  coun- 
try in  America. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  memorialists 
cannot  but  feel  the  deepest  solicitude  for  the  pro»- 

Esrity  of  the  commerce  of  the  country.  They  be- 
eve,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  vital  interests  of 
the  Union  depend  upon  it.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  ushered  into  existence  with  almost  a 
single  eve  to  it.  The  revenue  is,  and  must  be, 
essentialljr  eonnectfd  with  it  It  has,  heretofore, 
been  bdwred  that  experience  albrded  the  best 
sehocd.  In  politicfl  it  has  been  pfMminently  so; 
can  it  be  said  to  have  iaiied  us  in  r^ard  to  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States? 

If  we  tara  our  eye  to  the  period  aittefior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  Federal  <3ov<ersment,  and 
compare  the  situation  of  this  country  with  that  oi 
any  period  since,  the  contrast  is  immense.  By 
what  other  means  than  imposts,  growing  out  of  a 
judicious  regulation  of  commerce^  coula  we  have 
collected,  in  the  short  space  of  thirty  years,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  miUions  of  revenue,  with  but 
little,  or  indeed,  comparatively,  with  no  distress 
to  the  people,  and  in  a  manner  scarcely  felt  or 
perceived  by  them?  What  distress,  perplexity, 
and  vexation,  would  have  attoided  the  collection 
of  such  a  sum  by  direct  taxation  t 

We  have  had  some  little  experience  oS  Uie  ef- 
fects of  this  mode  of  rauing  a  revenue.  It  is  what 
the  peoide  in  a  free  Qovemment  will  not  endure, 
if  not  unavoidable. 

Your  memorialists  conceive  that  the  present  is 
not  die  time  lor  a  great  and  embarrassing  change 
in  rdadon  to  commeree.   Those  connected  with 


it  have  for  years  been  struggling  against  a  series 
of  untowara  events,  such  as  it  comd  hardly  be 
believed  could  be  withstood.  The  restrictive  sys- 
tem fell  upon  them  with  great  fcffce.* 

The  war  succeeded,  and  very  nearly  accom- 
plished that  portion  of  their  ruin  which  had  not 
before  been  efiected.  At  the  conclusion  of  peace, 
crippled  as  they  were,  their  only  alternative  was 
to  attempt  to  regain  their  hold  upon  commerce,  in 
competitum  wiut  a  state  of  things  as  novel  as  it 
was  embarrassing.  They  found  all  the  world  also 
at  peace,  and  ready  and  determined,  in  a  comnur- 
cial  warfare,  to  di^te  every  inch  of  ground.  In 
this  contest  the  commercial  men  of  this  country 
have  been  ever  since  ragaged.  It  is  impossible 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  should  not  have  discern^ 
the  arduousness  of  this  struggle.  And  it  will  not 
escape  observation,  at  tlie  same  time,  that,  in  the 
five  years  which  it  has  progressed,  more  than  one 
hundred  miUions  of  dollars  of  revenue  have  been 
derived  from  commerce  alone.  Your  memorialists 
are  fully  aware  that  the  community,  generally, 
have  felt  the  effects  of  the  distress  and  embarrass- 
ment to  which  the  mercantile  class  has  been  sub- 
jected. Whatever  a^ts  commerce  will  afieet 
the  commimity. 

But  the  disease  is  necessarily  the  most  acute 
and  rising  in  the  part  where  it  first  eommeuees. 
Other  parts  of  the  system  will,  however,  ultimately 
feel  it  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  Commme  is 
the  great  pillar  in  the  temple  of  national  prosperi- 
ty ;  that  being  demolished,  the  snperstructure  will 
follow. 

Even  the  present  rate  of  duties  upon  importation 
is  embarrassing  to  commerce  and  injurious  to  the 
revenue.  It  was  the  result  of  a  state  of  things 
which  had  been  induced  by  the  restrictive  system 
and  the  war.  Dtu-ing  that  period  manufactures 
had  expearienceda  prematureaod  unnatural  growth. 
At  the  conclusron  of  the  war  the  Government  was 
compelled  to  protect  them  by  the  imposition  of 
duties,  well  known  at  the  time  to  be  injurious  to 
the  levenne,  and  adding  to  the  already  a^lliog 
pHWpeets  of  the  mereluttt.  The  duties  m  many 
mttanocs  vren  so  great  as  to  amount  to  an  exeln- 
sisn  of  the  article.  This  was  the  case  particularly 
with  coarse  India  cottons,  an  article  or  which  the 
pooTtt  classes  made  great  use :  and  the  imposition 
IS,  in  effect,  a  tax  upon  them  tor  the  benefit  of  the 
manufacturer  of  coarse  cottons.  The  tax  or  duty 
on  these  articles  amounts  to  an  average  of  one 
hundred  per  cent.,  thereby  doubling  the  price  of 
the  article  to  the  poor,  to  enable  the  manuncturer 
here  to  sell  at  a  similar  rate. 

There  are  duties  imposed  on  other  articles  to  an 
exorbitant  amount,  which  have  teuded  to  depress' 
the  commerce,  the  revenue,  and  the  agriculture  of 
the  counUy.  An  enormous  duty  has  been  irapwed 
upon  apirits  of  all  kinds  and  upon  wines,  under 
the  idea  that  they  were  luxuries^  and  with  a  vain 
bopCj  as  is  believed,  of  discouraguj^  mtemperanec. 
Unda  the  idea  of  their  being  Usuries,  they  should 
be  taxed  to  the  utmost  they  would  bear,  with- 
out discouraging  importation.  But  the  idea  of 
taxing,  and  theieby  checking  the  dinmsitimi  to 
intemperance  will  always  prove  AlUcimus  so 
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long  as  we  allow  ardent  spirits  to  be  manufactured 
among  ourselves  without  any  check  whatever.  If 
the  duties  on  the  rum  of  the  West  Indies,  the 
brandy  of  F^nce,  and  the  wines  of  Portugal  and 
Spain,  and  the  islands  appurtenant,  had  been 
predicated  upon  the  single  principle  of  raising  a 
revenue,  a  vast  commerce  would  have  been  open 
to  the  peoi^  of  this  country,  which  the  exorbitant 
duty  now  imposed  has  in  a  manner  cut  up  by  the 
roots.  Formerly,  when  the  duties  were  ten,  the 
grain,  which  is  now  manufactured  into  whiskey, 
was  exported  to  those  countries ;  and  for  it  the 
farmer  then  availed  himself  of  a  great  price  in 
cash,  or  the  necessaries  of  life.  IVow,  he  converts 
it  into  whidtey ;  too  great  a  portion  of  which  he 
himself  is  tempted  to  consume,  to  the  destruction 
of  bis  health  and  the  ruin  of  his  morals :  and  thus 
the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  Legislature  have 
been  wholly  frustrated,  and  a  regulation  which 
they  intended  as  a  blessing  has  proved  a  curse.  It 
has  now  got  to  be  fashionableiu  some  parts  of  the 
Union  to  say  that  the  production  of  whiskey  must 
he  encoura^d,  and  for  that  purpose  that  alt  other 
ardent  spiriU  must  be  excluded,  in  order  that  agri- 
culture majr  be  promoted  !  How  much  better  it 
would  be  to  remove  from  the  &rmer  all  temptation 
to  the  consumption  of  ardent  spirits,aDd  to  furnish 
bim  with  a  hater  as  well  as  a  more  salutary  vent 
ibr  his  grain ! 

Your  memorialists  have  not  been  led  to  these 
remarks  hy  any  thing  like  hostility  to  the  manu- 
facturing mterests.  They  are,  on  the  contrary, 
decidedly  in  favor  of  all  reasonable  encourasement 
to  promote  uphold,  and  cherish  every  tmng  of 
that  kind. 

But  your  memorialists  bad  never  dreamed  it 
would  ever  be  considered  necessary  or  proper  that 
all  other  interests  should  be  made  to  yielu  as  sec- 
ondary and  tributary  to  that  alone.  They  are 
sure  this  was  not  the  original  design  of  the  fra- 
mers  of  the  Constitution.  In  that  mstrument  we 
find  nothing  about  manufactures. 

They,  however,  hare  pressed  into  their  service 
an  elatKHrate  essay  of  the  celebrated  Alexander 
Hamilton  on  thiasnhjeet  They  have  adopted  his 
jmnciples,  but  disregard  their  application.  He  in- 
sisted on  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  so 
far  as  might  be  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to 
commerce  and  the  collection  of  revenue.  The 
duties  now  are  nearly  treble  what  they  were  when 
he  wrote,  and,  on  an  average,  higher  by  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  than  he,  in  the  height  of  nis  zeal  for 
manufactures,  ever  recommended. 

In  the  case  of  iron,  the  duty  on  which  was  not 
half  what  it  now  is,  he  recommended  a  diminu- 
tion, under  an  idea  that  it  was  almost  a  raw  ma- 
terial, necessary  in  every  kind  of  mechanism ;  and 
the  same  with  regard  to  molasses,  which  we  could 
ourselres  distil.  At  the  time  he  wrote  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  unre,  with  great  vehemence,  upon  the 
attention  of  Congres^  this  sutgect  of  encouraging 
manufactures,  in  order  to  have  it  attended  to  so 
far  as  might  he  compatible  with  the  other  great 
interests  of  the  community.  But  he  could  not 
have  foreseen  this  abuse  and  pnversion  of  his  rea- 
soniDg.  He  never  could  hare  imagined  that  the 


time  would  come  when  it  would  be  deemed  good 
policy  to  make  the  people  pay  from  thirty  to  one 
hundred  per  cent,  more  for  goods  to  the  maDofac- 
turer  than  they  might  otherwise  be  bought  for  of 
the  importing  merchant. 

Your  memorialists  brieve  the  duties  now  im- 
posed on  foreign  manufactures  to  be  fully  adeqnaie 
to  any  reasonable  demand  on  the  port  of  the  Ame- 
rican manufacturer.  All  the  cotton  and  wuoUen 
manufactories  which  hare  been  providentljr  es- 
taUished  and  well  managed  are  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  present  rate  of  duties.  From  these  we 
hear  no  complaint ;  and  they  are  considerably  no- 
merous  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States.  All 
such  as  were  established  without  judgment,  with- 
out capital,  and  without  the  aid  of  any  skill  what- 
ever, have,  of  course,  mouldered  into  ruin.  Such 
it  cannot  comport  with  the  wisdom  or  policy  of 
Government  to  attempt  to  revive  and  uphold. 

Your  memorialists  Wieve  that  the  excitement 
in  favor  of  manufacturers  has  bad  its  origin  rather 
in  the  improvidence  and  rash  enterprise  of  some 
of  our  fellow-citizens  than  in  any  well-grounded 
cause  of  complaint.  It  may  be  that  between  1812 
and  1815  a  state  of  things  ocUted  which  induced 
individuals,  in  great  numbers  eren,  to  plunge  in- 
considerately into  extravagant  and  wild  achcme 
in  rehition  to  manufactures.  But  it  does  not  fid* 
low  that  the  Qovernment  is,  at  all  hazards,  bound 
to  uphold,  protect,  and  save  them  from  ruin. 

Bvery  step  which  the  Government  might  take, 
unda  such  a  supposed  obligation,  would  bat  in- 
crease the  evil,  and  crmte  still  new  ohligBtions 
predicated  upon  a  similar  unfortunate  state  of 
tbin^.  The  final  result  would  be  a  state  and 
condition  like  that  of  Great  Britain. 

There,  unfortunately,  such  solicitauons  in  times 
past  have  been  yielded  to ;  and  the  nation  now 
stands  committed,  at  whatever  cost,  to  stand  by 
and  uphold  establishments  which  it  would  now 
gladly  shake  off.  A  glaring  instance  of  the  foU 
ly  and  stupidity  of  such  engagements  was  bat 
lately  witnessed  in  that  country.  The  merchants 
there  petitioned  for  a  greater  freedmn  of  trade,  and 
complained,  among  other  things,  of  being  oblind 
to  import  timber  from  North  America,  stating  that 
it  could  be  imported  from  Norway  at  half  the  cost 
that  it  could  from  America.  The  ship-ownen 
who  were  engaged  in  the  importation  from  Ame- 
rica preferred  a  counter  petition,  stating  that  since 
the  Government  had  confined  the  importations  le 
timber  from  America,  they  bad  been  at  imioeme 
expense  in  preparing  ships  to  bring  the  vast  qoaa- 
tities  from  America  necessary  for  the  supply  ol' 
the  kingdom;  that  if  the  trade  of  Norway  in  thii 
article  should  be  opened,  no  timber  could  be  iat- 
ported  from  America ;  and  that  one-half  of  their 
ships  and  equipments  must  be  laid  aside,  as  the 
other  half  would  be  adequate  to  bring  the  requh 
site  amount  from  Norway ;  it  being  practicable  a? 
make  two  voyages  to  Norway  in  the  time  tlot 
would  be  requisite  to  perform  one  to  America. 

Thus  it  appeared  that  a  vast  quanti^  of  skip- 
ping, and  sailors  in  proportion,  must  be  tbnnm 
out  of  employment,  and  ruined,  if  the  British 
Govemtnent  should  not  continne  to  eonpd  Its 
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subjects  to  bay  timber  at  twice  what  it  would  cost 
elsewhere. 

And  this  is  the  case  with  aa  infinity  of  other 
establishments  in  that  country.  By  the  improvi- 
dent  interference  of  GoTernment,  establishments 
have  been  reared  up  and  fostered,  which  they  most 
nphold  at  every  hazard,  the  faith  of  Qovernment 
in  this  rairticttlar  having  been  virtually  pledged  so 
to  do.  There  is  not  a  cireumitanee  more  alarming 
to  your  memorialista  than  that  the  maDiifactnrers 
in  this  country  are  continually  holdin^^  up  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Government  in  this  particular 
as  affording  the  most  perfect  model  for  our  imi- 
tation. 

They  are  delighted  with  British  exclusions,  i>re- 
miums,  drawhacas,  high  and  prohibitory  duties, 
and  the  whole  train  oT  extravagant  schemes,  to 
retain  the  power  of  manufacturing  exclusively  for 
themselves,  and,  if  possible,  for  the  world  besides. 

The  situation  of  this  country  is  in  nowise  simi- 
lar to  that  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  no  surplus 
population  that  cannot  be  retained  but  by  such 
means.  We  have  vacant  territory  without  limit, 
and  almost  without  price,  inviting  cultivation. 
There,  they  must  manufacture  or  emigrate.  And, 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  of  their  exertiooH  to 
find  employment  for  their  laboring  poor,  every 
seventh  individnal  is  a  pauper,  and  dependent  on 
charity.  In  this  country,  as  yet,  it  is  not  even 
every  hundredth  individual  that  is  a  subject  of 
charity ;  and  many  centuries  may  elapse  before 
the  proportion  will  be  greater,  if  this  manufactur- 
ing mania  can  be  kept  within  bounds. 

V our  memorialists  lament  those  strides  on  the 
part  of  manufacturers  for  another  and  more  im- 
portant reason.  Steadiness  in  governmental  re- 
gulations affecting  the  industry  of  the  people  is 
highly  essential.  There  is  at  present  a  perfect  ac- 
quiescence in  all  parts  of  the  Union  in  relation  to 
what  has  been  done  to  favor  manufactures,  al- 
though it  bears  hard  upon  the  revenue  and  upon 
commerce. 

The  effect  of  an  eztracHrdinary  action  is  to  pro- 
duce reaction.  If  the  manuAeturers  should  now 
succeed,  the  consequence  will  be  a  deficit  in  the 
revenue.  A  direct  tax  must  ensue;  irritation  will 
be  produced  {  and,  by  the  time  the  manufacturers 
shall  have  got  their  great  establishments  in  opera- 
tion, a  new  tariff  will  be  enacted  with  a  view 
to  revenue  solely.  When  the  tariff  was  settled 
in  1816,  the  manufacturers  were  duly  represented. 
The  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  from 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  partook,  it  is  believ- 
ed, of  all  the  feelings  of  the  people  upon  this 
subject.  At  any  rate,  he  recommended  tne  tariff 
at  that  time  with  an  express  view  to  manufac- 
tures ;  and  his  recommendations,  so  far  as  they  af- 
fected manufactures,  in  every  instance,  it  is  un- 
derstood, except  in  relation  to  iron,  were  implicitly 
adopted.  At  that  time  the  mannfaeturen,  ex- 
cepting those  of  iron,  were  perfectly  satisfied ; 
and  in  1818^  at  the  instance  of  the  numnfacto- 
reis,  the  duty  on  iron  was  increased  from  nine  to 
fiAeen  dollars  per  ton.  They,  at  the  same  time, 
requested  that  the  duty  of  2d  per  cent  on  cotton 
axM  wooUen  goods,  which  had  been  limited  to  fire 


years,  might  be  made  perpetual.  In  this,  also, 
they  were  gratified.  Your  memorialists  expected 
to  nave  heard  no  more  from  the  manufacturers 
about  further  protecting  duties.  But  the  stride 
they  are  now  contemplating  is,  to  your  memorial- 
ists, truly  astonishing.  Nothine  now  will  satisfy 
them  short  of  twenty-'five  dolutrs  per  ton  upon 
iron,  an  article  necessary  in  every  piece  of  mech- 
anism; thirty-five  per  cent,  upon  printed  books, 
by  way,  it  may  be  presumed,  of  discouraging  sci- 
ence; ten  cents  per  gallon  on  molasses,  to  pro- 
tect the  distillers  of  whiskey ;  thirty-three  and  a 
third  per  cent,  upon  cotton  and  wooUen  goods,  and 
so  upon  other  manufactured  articles  in  proportion; 
and,  to  crown  aU,  cash  payment,  without  credit, 
for  duties ! 

Should  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  body  deem 
it  expedient  and  proper  to  yield  to  solicitations  so 
unreasonable,  the  commerce  of  the  country  must 
be  considered  as  at  an  end,  and  all  concerned  in  it 
as  devoted  to  inevitable  ruin.  The  long  establish- 
ed habits  of  the  country  must  be  subverted,  and  a 
shock  will  be  felt  in  the  community  such  as  will 
arouse  from  their  slumbers  the  mass  of  the  people, 
and  awaken  them  in  time,  but  perhaps  too  late,  to 
a  sense  of  their  true  intowsts. 

Your  memorialists  have  thus,  with  the  charac- 
teristic frankness  of  fellow-citizens^  intimated  some 
of  their  views  and  feelings  on  this  all-important 
subject  Their  deutinies  ate  in  the  power  the 
National  Government,  on  whose  wisdom  uid  jus- 
tice they  trust  they  can  rely.  It  is  for  Congren  to 
determine  whether  the  great  interests  of  the  nation, 
on  which  depend  its  power,  its  glory,  and  its  re- 
sources, shall  be  sacrificed  to  me  cupidity  of  a 
handful  of  improvident  and  speculating  manu- 
facturers. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  convention. 

ARTHUR  McLELLAN, 
Chairviain. 

Hbnbt  Cl4Bke,  Set^rp. 
PoBTUND,  October  19, 1820. 


•    INCREASE  OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[CommaDlcatcd  to  the  Sentte,  November  27,  1820.] 
7%e  memorial  of  a  coaventum  of  ddegates  repreecTUinff 
the  merchaiUe  and  othen  interested  «n  commerce,  ot- 
stvibUd  at  PhUade^ihia,  to  tke  Omgreu  of  the  CM- 

ted  States: 

Although  much  has'  already  been  addressed  to 
your  honorable  body  on  the  subject  of  the  new 
tariff,  yet,  unless  it  could  be  said  to  be  entirely  ex- 
hausted, its  pre-eminent  importance  may  well 
claim  still  further  attention  from  all  who  are  in- 
terested, and  may  be  allowed  to  constitute  a  valid 
excuse  for  those  who  venture  once  more  to  i4>i>ear 
before  you  in  the  character  of  petitioners  agoinM 
its  adoption. 

Among  the  great  diversity  of  subjects  whidi, 
from  time  to  time,  have  occupied  our  National 
Legislature  not  one,  it  is  believed,  within  the 
whcde  scope  of  theii  proceedings,  has  ever  been 
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agitated  which  iuTolres  a  J^ter  raiiety  of  in- 
teretts,  fiscal,  moral,  and  political;  which  strikes 
more  deei^r  the  rerf  foundation  of  all  true  and 
enJiffhtened  policv ;  and  which,  according  as  it 
shall  be  ultimately  settled,  will  be  prodnctire  of 
more  lasting,  more  beneficial,  or  more  pemicioui 
consequences.  In  short,  this  nation,  thnragh  it« 
highest  public  functionaries,  is  caliea  upon  to  de- 
termine  whether  we  will  |riunge  still  deeper  into 
all  those  measures  of  prohibition  and  restrictions 
upon  tmde ;  of  duties,  {wemiums,  and  bounties ;  of 
stimulants  to  rear  exclusiTe  interests  at  the  national 
^nense,  which  hare  contribsted  more  than  any 
other  eanies  to  bring  th«  greatest  iwomieTcial  and 
maanlhetaring  emjare  that  the  world  ever  saw  to 
thereryreneofdestraction;  or,  by  taking  wming 
in  tim^  and  parstting  a  di&mit  eonrse,  aehtere 
for  ouraelfvs  a  fiir  higher  d^ree  of  national  pro»- 
perity  than  aay  people,  of  whom  there  is  any  re- 
cord, h«TC  em  before  attained.  Let  it  not  be  said 
Am  w«  are  too  much  inelined  to  m^ityj  beyond 
their  just  dimenBitns,  the  rarioos  objects  inTotved 
in  this  inquiry ;  still  less  let  it  be  said  that  the  in- 
jorics  or  benefits  which  must  necessarily  result 
from  the  adoption  or  the  rejection  of  the  proposed 
tariff  will  not  be  folly  equal,  in  process  of  time, 
to  any  thing  which  we  hare  ventured  to  immne. 
If  the  obsarration  of  Doctor  Smith  has  neen 
theagbt  jnst,  that  heavy  taxes  upon  necessaries 
be«mw  *^a  cotm  equal  to  the  barrenness  of  the 
soil  and  tha  inekmeney  of  the  hearens  "  let  it  not 
be  thought  extrangant  in  us  to  assert  taat  the  ad- 
ditioual  duties  reqnued  of  yon,  of  operating  con- 
tinually upon  almost  all  the  pnrehues  of  erery 
member  in  the  community,  although  a  small  and 
insignificant  sum,  comparatirely  speaking,  in  each 
individual  purchase,  would  amount,  in  a  few  years, 
to  a  sufleieat  numoff  of  millions  almost  entirely 
to  alter  the  existing  relations  of  society,  by  forcing 
capital  out  of  those  channels  in  whicn  it  is  natu- 
rally inclined  to  flow,  and  alluring  it  into  others, 
where,  but  for  this  legislative  process,  it  never, 
perhaps,  would  have  gone.  Can  this  be  consonant 
either  to  policy  or  justice  7  Can  such  a  power  be 
found,  eitner  in  the  constitutions  or  codes  of  any 
free  Government  upon  earth,  as  would  authorized 
the  l4^islatnre  of  such  Government  to  say  to  any 
of  the  great  classes  into  which  society  naturally 
divides  ttself,  "thus  &r  shalt  thou  go  and  no  far- 
ther^ in  thy  hit  and  honest  endeavors  to  bMer 
thy  condition  1  And  yet,  in  what  does  such  a 
power  differ  in  effect  from  that  by  the  operation  of 
which  any  one  of  these  classes  may  be  fostered, 
cherished,  and  derated  at  the  expense  of  the  rest, 
until  the  others,  who  are  forced  into  this  most  un- 
natural state,  are  so  ground  down  as  to  be  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  trade,  profession,  or  calling 
of  their  choice  t  Once  admit  that  Congress  may 
use  the  power  of  taxing  imports  ad  libitum^  for  any 
other  purpose  than  that  of  revenue,  and  you  give 
them,  in  reality,  the  power  to  say  to  the  citizens 
of  these  United  States — you  must  devote  your- 
sdves  to  agriculture,  commerce,  or  manufactures, 
not  as  you  may  happen  to  be  inclined,  but  accord- 
ing to  our  sovereign  will  and  pleasare.  Let  it 
never  be  forgotten  that  the  question  now  about  to 


be  determined  is  not  so  much  what  may  be  beiw- 
ficial  to  manufacturers,  as  whether  Govern m«t 
has  a  right  to  bmefit  them  to  the  manifest  injaiy 
both  of  the  agricultural  and  commercial  elates: 
whether  the  Constitutional  provision  against  tai- 
ing  ei^rts  can  be  renders)  in  a  great  meason 
nugatory,  by  diminishing,  at  pleasure,  the  value  d 
our  expMtable  commoditieB,  through  the  instro- 
raentality  of  a  tax  upon  imports ;  and,  finally, 
whether  Uie  direction  and  employment  of  iadi- 
vidual  cajntal  are  matters  to  be  regulated  and  con- 
trolled bjr  individual  dwie^  or  hf  the  wiU  of  the 
National  Legidatwe. 

If  it  be  asked  who  are  the  rightful  judges  ia  le- 
gard  to  the  expediency  and  justice  of  the  pmposed 
tari^  it  is  surely  fair  to  auawer,  that  the  pani^ 
who  constitute  a  very  large  majority  of  tbe  nole 
nation,  are  certainly  more  competeBt  to  decide 
than  the  expectant  receiver* ;  wfaoi  the  only  la- 
quiry  is,  how  much  o€  the  money  <^  the  foram 
shall  be  paid  to  tbe  latter,  and  to  what  extent  it 
shall  be  taken,  not  only  without  their  conaent,  but 
ia  opposition  both  to  tneir  entreaties  and  reuKn- 
stiances.   This  is  the  ^lain  unvarnished  state  of 
tbe  case;  and,  let  sophists  and  casuists  disguise  it 
as  they  may,  still,  wheaeva  it  is  cMitcmplated. 
uaadomed  by  the  eaibellisbments  of  jgeognphies 
parties,  and  aivested  of  the  exaggerationB  of  exda- 
sive  interests,  it  will  be  seen  as  a  case  where,  oa 
the  one  hand,  a  certain  portion  only  of  mano&c- 
turers  (for  vary  many  of  them  are  oj^Kiaed  to  it) 
are  importiming  the  Ooventment  to  oompd  aii  the 
commercial  and  agneultual  dasaes  lo  ooy  their 
manoftctores  at  enhanced  miees  ortDcowMhoBt; 
whilst,  tm  the  other  hand,  Ue  sons  of  commerce 
and  a^enltore,  almost  to  a  man,  are  begging  that 
they  may  not  be  exposed  to  any  saeh  exactioa. 
It  is  not  a  boon  or  treasure,  already  in  posseanon 
of  the  Goveniment,  of  which  each  party  is  praying 
to  have  the  exclusive  enjoyment^for  that  would 
be  a  mere  contest  of  cupidity,  wherein  both  would 
be  alike  selfish  and  culpable ;  but  it  is  a  |riain  un- 
di^ised  effiirt,  on  the  part  of  c»tain  manufactu- 
rers, either  to  coax  or  alarm  our  rulers  into  the 
ruinous  project  of  coercing  the  farmers,  planters, 
artisans,  and  mmbants,  into  giving  a  much  larger 
portion  of  their  substance  than  ih^  at  present  do 
to  these  manufactoren;  whilst,  on  the  part  of 
agriculture  and  commerce,  it  is  an  arduous  strt^ 
gle  to  hoU  fast  only  what  is  already  dieba,  and 
not  to  be  forced  to  fMirt  with  it  contnzr  to  their 
inclinations.  Are  we,  therefore,  enemies  to  dte 
manufacturers?   Are  we,  conso]ueatly,  fas  has 
often  been  said,}  sdfish,  unnatural,  antisociu,  grov- 
elling, and  ignorant,  alike  deaf  to  the  voice  <h  hu- 
manity and  to  the  calls  of  patriotism  1   God  for- 
bid !   But  if  we  have  incurred  these  degrading 
censures  simply  for  praying  that  your  honorable 
body  will  not  put  it  m  toe  power  of  the  manufiic- 
turers  to  make  us  pay  more  for  all  which  we  must 
necessarily  purchase  of  them  than  we  do  at  pre- 
sent, we  must  still  submit  to  be  denounced. 

But  lest  tbe  mere  pecuniary  loss  in  our  pur- 
chases alone,  which  we  should  mcur  from  thepn>- 
posed  addition  to  the  duties  upon  foreign  com- 
modities, should  be  considered  the  iniBcipal  cause 
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af  our  soUcitade,  we  beff  leare  to  suggest  a  few 
other  considermtioDs  of  uur  deeper  interest,  aad  of 
still  more  compreheosive  character,  that  ai^}ear  to 
us  to  forbid  the  adoption  of  the  prop(»ed  measure. 
If  it  be  a  fixed  principle  that  we  are  to  rely  for  oar 
revenue  chiefly  upon  a  system  of  duties  upoo  im- 
ports, can  any  thmg  be  more  obriouslv  necessary 
and  proper  ttun  that  such  syytem  should  be  both 
uniform  and  permanent  7  Can  a  single  instance 
be  cited,  from  the  annals  of  any  nation  upon  earth, 
where  an  augmentation  of  duties^  already  h^h, 
has  been  found  to  augmoit  the  national  income? 
On  the  coairarj,  are  thae  not  mauy  to  be  fouud 
-wherein  a  dinunntion  of  ivtj  has  been  immedi- 
ately followed  by  an  increase  of  rerenae?  We 
beg  leave  to  quote  only  a  few,  and  we  will  take 
them  from  the  history  of  that  country  whose  com- 
mercial rqEolations  and  restrictions  some  of  our 
political  economists  hare  so  earnestly  importuned 
you  to  imitate.  "  Previous  to  1744,  the  East  In- 
dia Company's  sales  of  teas  amounted  to  no  more 
than  about  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  weight, 
annually,  pcoduciug  a  revenue  of  about  £140,000. 
In  the  early  part  of  1745  an  act  was  passed  by 
which  the  tea  duties  were  greatlv  reduced ;  and  in 
1746  the  sales  amounted  to  nearly  two  milli<ms  ot 
pounds  weight,  and  the  revenue  to  Xl^,000.  But 
this  unansw«able  demonstration  of  ttu  superior 
advantages  resulting  to  the  revenue  itself  from  low 
duties^  was  unaUe  to  restrain  the  r^ncity  of  the 
Treasury.  In  1748  the  duties  were  again  in* 
crcflMd,  and  fluctuated  between  that  epoch  and 
1784  mm  64  to  U9  per  cent  In  the  last-men- 
tioned year,  howero',  the  Oovernment,  having  in 
vain  tried  erenr  other  means  to  prevent  the  sraug- 

f;ling  and  adoltmtion  of  tea,  reduced  the  duty 
tun  119  to  12^  per  cent.;  and  the  revenue,  in- 
stead of  fallm^  off  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  ten, 
owing  to  the  increased  consumption  only  declined 
in  the  proportion  of  one  to  three.  In  1787  the 
duty  on  wtne  and  spirits  was  lowered  50  per  cent, 
but  the  revenue,  notwithstanding,  was  considera- 
Hy  augmented.  The  average  aunnal  produce  of 
the  tax  on  coffee,  for  the  duee  years  previous  to 
1808,  amounted  to  £166.000.  In  the  course  of 
that  year  the  duty  was  reduced  from  two  shillings 
to  seven-pence  the  hundred  weight ;  and  the  aver- 
age annual  produce  of  the  reduced  duty  for  the 
next  ttuw  years,  instead  of  being  diminiuied,  rose 
to  £196,000." 

These  few  remarkable  fiicte  serve,  incontestaUy, 
to  {Hove,  more  than  whole  libraries  of  theoretical 
reasonii^f  could  do,  that  the  financier  who  calcu- 
lates upon  raising  revenue  by  duties  upon  imports 
must,  imavoidabljr,  be  content  to  make  them  mod- 
erate, or  to  lose  his  object.  They  also  force  upon 
our  minds  this  important  question :  Whether  the 
deficit  which  occurred  in  our  revenue  last  year, 
and  the  still  greater  one  which  threatens  us  for 
the  present  year,  are  not  both  attributable,  at  least 
in  part,  to  the  very  high  lates  of  many  of  our  ex- 
isting duties? 

If  the  design  of  the  proposed  tariff  be  to  force 
into  being  certain  manufactures  which  had  no 
previous  existence  here,  or  to  foster,  at  thenaticmal 
expense,  such  as  hare  been  found,  after  sufficient 


trial,  incapable  of  being  otherwise  supported,  the 
hope  of  revenue  from  this  source  must  be  aban- 
doned }  for  it  is  a  physical  impossibility  that  the 
two  projects  can  be  consummated  together.  If 
manufaetvres  are  to  be  forced,  the  Treasury  coffers 
must  remain  empty,  for  any  thing  that  the  tariff 
can  bring  into  them ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the  duties 
upon  imports  are  to  augment  the  revenue,  the 
manufacturing  interest  must  be  content  to  rely 
upon  her  own  energies,  without  calling  on  Gov- 
ernment to  make  crutcnes  for  her  of  both  agricul- 
ture and  commerce,  to  support  that  body  which, 
in  the  mania  of  speculation,  has  been  dieted  and 
swelled  into  an  unnatural  growth,  too  unwieldy 
for  her  own  natunl  limbs  to  sustain. 

Let  us  take  auother  view  of  the  subject.  If  it 
has  become  a  settled  point  in  our  policy  that  no 
justifiable  means  are  to  be  neglected  to  render  this 
nation  a  gnat  iwval  Power,  (as  essential  to  the 
Union  as  protective  of  the  great  and  only  outlet  for 
all  the  agricuUurai  products  of  the  immense  re- 
gions of  the  West,)  it  is  well  worthy  of  inquir)' 
whether  it  possibly  can  be  effected  by  maltiplyiag 
discouragements  to  forogn  commerce.  Can  our 
hardy,  magnanimons,  and  dauntless  seamen,  whose 
pursuits  have  heretofore  exposed  them  to  the  perils 
of  every  ocean,  to  the  vicissitudes  oi  every  clime, 
and  inured  them  to  thai  constant  regimen  and 
discipline  so  well  calculated  to  fit  them  for  all  the 
purposes  of  nautical  life— can  such  men,  with  any 
advantage  to  our  rising  navy,  be  converted  into  a 
set  of  diking,  {nrofligate  smugglers,  or  of  sailors 
confined  k^v  to  the  coasting  trade?  Yet,  that 
such  must  be  the  inevitaUe  result  of  either  destroy- 
ing, or  much  further  injuring  our  foreign  com- 
merce, is  a  consummation  which  a|^>ears  to  us  as 
unavoidable  as  that  death  must  follow  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  our  vital  functions.  Commerce  is  to 
the  body  politic  what  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
is  to  the  body  natural;  to  check  either  materially, 
is  to  i^oduee  disease;  and  to  augment  such  chew, 
in  any  degree,  is  to  destroy  the  healthful  existence 
of  berth.  Again :  is  it  possible  that  we  shall  add 
much  either  to  the  moral  or  phirsieal  power  of  this 
nation  by  interposing  legislative  aids  to  accelnate 
the  natunl  increase  of  tnat  class  of  citizens,  who, 
from  the  very  nature  of  most  of  their  occupations, 
must  necessarily  be  brought  up  in  n  way  whidi 
(to  say  the  least  of  it)  in  surdy  not  die  most  Avor^ 
aUe  either  to  health,  to  morals,  w  to  bodily  m  in- 
tdlectual  visor?  Can  it  be  widun  the  sc<^  of 
any  rationalanticipation  that  our  manufacturers, 
one  and  all,  can  ever  be  made  successful  competi- 
tors to  those  of  Shield,  Birmingham,  and  Man- 
chester, who,  by  means  of  the  ray  systtm  of 
which  some  of  as  are  so  exceedingly  emulous,  are 
forced  to  labor  from  fourteoi  to  seventeen  hours 
in  the  twenty-four^  and  to  live  almost  exelnsively 
on  vegetable  diet,  m  order  to  earn  a  miserable  pit- 
twee  of  wages,  scarcely  sufficient  to  keep  body 
and  soul  t<^tker  ?  Can  any  the  most  sanguine 
projector  calculate  on  realizing  any  such  success- 
ful rivalry,  except  at  an  expense  of  taxation,  of 
national  happiness,  and  legislative  oi^xession,  such 
as  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  will  never 
'  willingly  incur  ? 
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Id  whatever  way  we  view  tbis  subject,  (aad 
we  hare  endeavored  to  bestow  od  it  all  the  con- 
sideration which  its  great  importance  so  justly 
merits,)  we  cannot  avoid  anticipating,  from  the 
success  of  the  tariff  project,  irreparable  injdty,  not 
only  to  agrlcoUure  and  commerce,  bat  to  many 
of  the  mechanical  trades  immediately  connected 
with  and  d^endent  upon  these  two  great  sources 
of  the  wealth  and  physical  power  of  this  nation. 
Agriculture,  alieady  oerellt  of  half  her  ability  to 
pay  taxes  by  a  combiiiation  of  circumstances, 
ainong  which  our  protecting  duty  system  holds  a 
IHtnniuent  station,  is  now  called  upon  to  pay  a 
still  further  tax  of  some  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  per 
cent,  upon  almost  ail  her  necessary  purchases — at 
a  time,  too,  when  the  existing  duties  have  been 
more  than  doubled  in  value  to  those  who  receive 
the  benefit  of  them^  by  the  appreciation  of  money, 
and  the  depreciation  of  domestic  provisions  of 
every  kind ;  a  depreciation,  moreover,  so  contin- 
ued and  portentous,  as  to  threaten  to  terminate . 
even  the  culture  of  sevoal  of  those  products  which 
horetoffure  have  most  contiilmted  boUi  to  our  emo- 
lument and  to  our  comforts.  What  is  to  be  the 
eoDseqiience  ?  Why,  a  npid  snd  appalling  retro- 
gradation  throughont  the  community,  compelling 
us  not  onl^  to  rdinquish  most  of  those  embdlish- 
ments  of  civilized  life  which  polish  and  adorn  the 
social  structure  bat  also  to  bid  adieu  to  all  fond 
hopes  which  solace  the  parent  and  animate  the 
patriot,  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  education,  the 
improvement  of  morals,  and  the  genoul  diffusion 
of  national  happiness.  Commerce,  curtailed  in 
all  her  branches  by  the  same  sinister  combination 
of  events,  is  required  still  further  to  furl  her  sails, 
or  to  spread  them  only  to  the  breezes  of  our  tnys, 
our  rivers,  and  our  seaboard ;  or,  if  not  deterred 
by  the  numerous  difficulties  which  present  them- 
selves to  her  cu^mary  pursuits,  she  still  essays 
to  spread  her  canvass  over  the  bosom  of  those  dis- 
tant seas,  from  navigating  which  she  has  hereto- 
fore hopra  to  derive  a  ftir  and  honoiaUe  reward 
for  her  toils,  she  i*  told  that  a  large  portion  of  her 
now  scanty  profits  must  go  to  foster  a  new  interest 
in  our  community,  whiidi  it  has  been  found  upon 
trial  cannot  be  ^lotten  up  without  levying  still 
heavier  contributions  both  on  agriculture  and  com- 
merce. The  numerous  artisans,  too,  whose  reliance 
for  comfortable  support  has  hitherto  been  placed 
upon  the  prosperity  of  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial occupations,  must  now  be  transferred  to  some 
other  less  precarious  dependence,  or,  their  present 
employments  exchanged  for  hopeless  inaction. 
And  what  is  the  inestimable  boon  held  out  to  us 
as  a  compensation  for  all  these  privations  1  Why, 
truly,  an  adequate  home  market  for  ail  our  domes- 
tic products!  That  this  idea  is  altogether  falla- 
cious, we  trust  can  be  made  manifest  by  a  very 
WW  remarks.  The  mauufactuiing  establishments 
which,  it  is  said,  will  grow  oot^  the  tariE  are 
to  be  peopled  from  the  population  already  within 
the  country,  or  to  be  supplied  by  foreign  importa- 
tions. If  in  the  first  mode,  then  it  is  obvious  that, 
unleas  we  suppose  the  intended  recruits  can  live 
in  tiieir  present  scattered  condition  without  food 
altogether,  they  will  not,  when  imbodied,  con- 1 


sume  so  much  more  additional  provision  as  ^ 
compensate  for  the  great  diminution  of  expcvfi 
which  the  new  tarin  must  necessarily  occa.<wa 
It  is  only,  then,  by  the  importation  of  that  class  a 
foreigners,  (the  least  desirable  part,  in  genoal  c: 
foreign  population,)  that  the  number  oi  manulW- 
turing  consumers,  and  consequently  the  quantum  d 
consumption,  can  be  materially  augmented.  Tii3 
is  unquestionably  true  as  to  pronsions.   fint:  n 
will  be  said,  our  raw  materials  will  then  fisd  so 
mndh  more  extensive  a  market  than  they  ksT«  at 
{ffesent,  as  amply  to  remunerate  us  for  all  tHi- 
tional  costs.   If  u  were  inie  that  we  had  no  hone 
market  at  all  for  our  agricultural  products,  it  mighl 
become  a  question  with  some  whethn  it  voibU 
not  be  worth  while  to  incur  a  considerable  na- 
tional expense  with  a  view  to  create  one,  prorided 
it  was  probable  (bat  the«domestic  sale  for  wff  mr- 
plus  produce  would  then  be  so  much  greater  ihu 
the  foreign  sale  extinguished  by  this  creation  as  to 
reimburse  those  at  whose  cost  it  was  made  for  al) 
additional  expenses.   But  this  happois  not  to  be 
a  fact.  Your  honorable  body  cannot  be  inonit 
that  our  home  market  for  the  product  of  the  soi 
especially  for  cotton,  is  even  now  on  the  incieaie; 
that  a  large  portion  of  our  manofactuicn  claim 
no  further  protection,  ask  no  additional  dotie; 
that  the  stockholders  of  one  of  the  most  consider- 
ate and  flourishing  manufactories  in  the  United 
States,  (we  mean  that  of  Waltham,  in  Massacho* 
setts,)  at  this  time  divide  twelve  per  cent,  on  tbeiT 
capital ;  and  that  most  others  of  anjr  standing'  are 
known  be  in  a  sufficiently  flourislung  conStioa 
to  ask  no  aid  from  Government.    The  question, 
then,  is  simply  reduced  to  this ;  shall  we  impede 
additional  duties  upon  almost  every  article  for- 
eign importation,  either  to  gratify  the  sanguine 
expectations  of  those  who  wish  to  mabe  tnaV  of 
such  manufactories  as  do  not  exist  here  at  present, 
or  to  enaUe  those  who  have  failed,  no  matter  from 
what  cause,  in  manufacturing  experimeati  abeady 
made  in  various  parts  of  our  eoontry,  lo  renew 
them  at  the  expense  of  more  than  thrnMbnrths  of 
the  nation  t  ReWing  as  we  do  upon  the  wisdm 
and  patriotism  of  our  L^islature,  we  canncrt  for 
a  moment  believe  that,  from  the  freest  Goveni- 
ment  upon  earth,  we  are  to  expect  a  srsta  of 
policy  so  repugnant  to  every  pnncii^e  oi  reason 
and  jusiice  as  would  be  that  which  your  houv- 
afalebodyhasbeensoimportunatelyuI^^ed  to  adopt 
And  we  confidently  trust  that  the  men  to  whost 
intelligence  and  virtue  the  American  people  hare 
intrusted  the  preservation  of  their  dearest  rights 
and  interests  are  as  deeply  impressed  as  any  d 
their  constituents  themselves  can  possiUy  be  witk 
the  truth  and  importance  of  the  following  cardi- 
nal maxims  in  legislation : 

That,  if  the  principles  both  of  justice  and  policy 
forbid  the  majority  of  a  nation  to  impcKw  any  tax 
on  the  minority  alone,  a/ortittri  they  inhibit  die 
imposition  of  any  tax  to  be  levied  apoa  the  former 
for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  latter.  That,  where  rev- 
enue is  to  be  derived  from  impost  on  foreign  com- 
modities, universal  experience  has  demonstjaied 
that  moderate  duties  contrihnte  moch  man  than 
high  ones  towards  the  attainment  of  this  object 
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That,  when  such  doties  are  impoaed  to  foster 
the  particalai  iatnest  of  any  class  who  pay  do 
part  thereof,  those  duties  must  oecessarily  come 
out  of  the  pockets  of  all  other  classes  in  the  com- 
munity, and  are  in  direct  riolation  of  the  fimda- 
mental  maxim  "  not  to  tax  the  many  for  the  bene- 
fit of  ihe  few." 

That  the  practice  of  frequently  changing  those 
revenue  laws  which  operate  ss  taxes  upon  agri- 
culture and  commerce  have  a  mach  more  perni- 
cious effect  upon  both,  but  efpecially  on  the  last, 
than  permanent  taxes  of  the  highest  kind,  com- 
patible with  the  permanent  existence  of  those  two 
great  sources  of  national  wealth  and  power. 

That  for  GoTemment,  by  legislatioo,  to  add  to 
thoae  casualties  and  uncertainties  which  naturally 
afieet  the  ptt^ts  of  labor,  is  to  infringe  on  the 
natnnl  right  which  every  man  has  to  pursue  any 
trade,  profession,  or  calling  that  he  pleases,  and  is 
to  admmister  (^ipression  instead  of  justice. 

That,  by.  the  exercise  of  soch  a  power,  Gorern- 
meats  may  not  only  force  indiTidaal  capital  into 
any  channel  wbieh  they  please,  but  may  either 
mate  or  suppress,  ad  JAOum,  an^  particaUr  class 
among  the  various  ones  into  which  commanities 
are  usually  divided. 

That  the  reciprocal  wants  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures,  with  their  relative  capa- 
cities of  supply,  are  sure  guarantees  of  mutual 
good  and  friendly  offices,  when  left  to  exert  their 
respective  energies  in  their  own  way;  but  that 
the  interference  of  Qovernments  with  their  private 
concerns  rarely  foils  to  produce  a  jarrins  of  inter- 
est, and  consequent  hostilities  both  of  feetings  and 
conduct. 

That  the  natural  diversities  of  soils  and  cli- 
mates, and  the  artificial  rarieLieB  of  manners,  hab- 
'  its,  and  customs,  are  far  better  regulators  dl*  supply 
and  demand  than  the  wisest  l^islators  ean  porai- 
htf  contrive. 

That  a  due  {Hropertion  of  heat,  moisture,  and 
the  pabulum  of  plants,  will  not  more  certainly  pro- 
duce a  vigorous  and  healthful  growth  in  the  vege- 
table kingdom,  than  will  the  natural  inclination 
of  mankind  to  improve  their  condition  produce  it 
in  the  political  world,  if  left  to  exert  itself  entirely 
free  from  all  legislative  restraints  but  such  as 
peace,  order,  justice,  and  good  morals  require. 

And  that  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  maxim  ad- 
mitting of  no  exception,  that  national  industry  is 
invigorated  by  free  trade,  and  depressed  by  every 
thing  opposed  to  it.   All  which  is,  Ac. 

WILLIAM  BAYARD, 

Praident  of  the  QmvmUm. 

John  Vadqhan,  Secr^ary. 

Philadslfhia,  IfoveaSier  4, 1820. 


1NCRE.\8E  OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Senste,  December  8,  1B30. 
7b  ihe  honorable  the  Preaident  and  mevnben  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  State*  of  America  .• 
The  citizms  of  Charleston  have  seen,  with  deep 
icgret,  the  eflbrta  which  were  made  at  the  hut 
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sessira  of  Congress  to  im]xwe  a  high  rate  of  duties 
on  all  manafactared  articles  imported  into  the 
United  States— eflbrta  made  for  the  exinress  and 
avowed  purpose  of  creating,  encouraging,  and 
supporting,  in  this  country,  great  manufacturing 
establishments;  of  modifying  and  curtailing  ex- 
tensively opr  mercantile  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations ;  and  of  forcing  from  their  present  emidoy- 
ments  much  of  the  lalwr  and  capital  of  our  feuow- 
citizens. 

As  there  is  much  cause  to  apprehend  that  this 
measure  will  again  be  presented  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
state  the  reasons  which  have  led  them  to  view 
this  measure  as  one  unfavorable  to  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  United  States;  as  one  Ukay  to  prove 
partial  in  its  operations,  injurious  in  ita  enects, 
uncertain  in  its  resolta :  as  one  which  depute 
equally  from  the  spirit  of  our  constitution  ana  the 
best  established  principles  of  national  economy. 
It  is  a  position  almost  too  self-evident  for  contro- 
versy, that,  in  every  free  or  well-regulated  Govern- 
ment, labor  and  capital  should  be  permitted  to  seek 
and  to  find  their  own  employment.  To  the  saga- 
city of  individuals  this  trust  may  be  safely  com- 
mitted. A  Government  can  never  r^ulate  to  ad- 
vantage, the  employment  of  capital ;  oecanse  suc- 
cess in  the  pursuit  of  wealth,  in  every  department 
of  life,  depends  on  local  cifcumstances,  or  minute 
details,  on  personal  exertions,  which  cannot  be  re- 
gulated, on  causes  that  escape  those  general  views 
which  alone  a  Govranment  can  take  of  the  trana- 
actions  of  its  citizens.  It  is  sufficient  that  a  Gor- 
onment  takes  care  that  the  employment  of  each 
individual  shall  inflict  on  others  or  on  the  com- 
munity at  large  no  injury,  and  that  each  shall  re- 
ceive equal  and  uniform  protection ;  all  interfer- 
ence beyond  this  is  useless  or  pernicious.  It  is 
equally  obvious  that  those  employments  of  capital 
vraich  are  most  profitable  to  the  individual  most, 
on  a  general  scale,  prove  the  most  advantageous 
to  the  State.  National  is  but  the  axpeffit»-o{  in- 
diridual  wealth;  whenever,  therefore,  capital  is 
diverted  from  one  employment,  in  which  it  makes 
a  certain  profit,  to  another,  in  which  a  smaller  pro- 
fit only  can  be  obtained,  the  difference  between 
these  employments  of  capital  is  exacdy,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  that  difference,  an  actual  loss  to  the  com- 
munity. Now,  whenever  individuals  are  induced 
to  engage  in  the  less  profitable  employment  bya^ 
suraoces  of  national  indemnitv;  whenever  the  rest 
of  the  community  are  compelled  to  make  good  the 
losses  which,  by  these  enterprises,  may  be  sustained, 
the  resnlts  are  not  only  injurious,  but  unjust ;  b»> 
cause,  while  the  nation,  as  the  whole,  becomes  a 
loser  by  these  idle  projects,  the  many  are  oUiged 
to  surrendCT  a  portion  of  their  fair  and  well-earned 
profits  to  enable  the  few  to  amuse  themselves  un- 
necessarily with  unprofitable  speculations.  But  U", 
from  the  state  of  society,  or  from  local  circum- 
stances, this  measnre  should  be  partial  in  ita  ope- 
ration; ifthis  forced  employment  of  capital  should 
be  confined  to  a  particular  portion  of  country,  ttie 
injustice  becomes  doubly  great;  because  it  then 
not  merely  causes  a  transfer  of  property  among  the 
individuals  of  each  particular  diviiion  of  territory, 
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ivfthoat  ■ffeding  the  getwnl  w«Mi  of  thcwe  dt- 
Tlaioni,  but  some  entire  districts  are  absolately  im- 
porerished.  while  others  are  ezcltuiTdy^  enriched. 

Under  all  these  aspect?,  the  new  tanff  present- 
td  to  Congress  at  its  last  session  merits  our  disap* 
probation.  Its  arowed  object  is,  bf  imiposing 
neary  dnties  on  the  importatLon  of  foreign  mana- 
-faAtures,  to  grant  high  bounties  to  all  of  the  capi- 
tal which  smII  be  employed  in  manufactures  in 
the  United  States;  ana  by  shackling,  at  the  same 
luae,  and  curtailing  oar  commerce,  to  force,  by 
-these  united  measures,  to  the  loom  and  the  work- 
«hop  much  of  the  labor  and  capital  which  are  now 
employed  in  agricolmre  and  commerce.  This  is 
unnecessary  or  unwise.  If  labm  and  capital  em- 
ployed in  mana&ctures  will  produce  as  much  profit 
as  u  agricoltore  or  commme,  it  is  unnecessary ; 
■beeatue  the  en|»ditjr  and  Intdligence  of  indirid- 
nala,  vriien  uarestrained  in  their  pursoitsp  will  soon 
40111  them  into  this  channel.  If  they  will  not  pro- 
■tose  as  much  -onAt,  it  is  unwise ;  because  labor 
«nd  capital  will,  by  these  means,  be  forced  into  an 
ilii]m)OtaMe  employment.  Every  laboceremtdoyed 
ia  unproduetiTeoceapationa  most  become,  directly 
or  iaoireetly,  a  harden  on  the  community.  He 
•will  either  become  a  pauper,  to  be  supported 
directly  by  the  charity  of  his  fellow-citizens,  or  he 
maut  be  sai^rted  indirectly,  by  their  consenting 
to  par  more  for  the  ^irodacts  of  his  labor  than 
-would  purchase  the  same  products  from  other 
qoarten.  It  is  to  this  point  that  the  premature 
establishment  of  manufactures  will  lead ;  and  the 
effort  now  made  to  impose  heary  duties  or  prohi- 
Utioas  on  foreign  manufactures  isonty  to  disguise, 
ia  this  shape,  the  bounties  we  must  pay  to  the  la- 
borers engaged  in  the  domestic  fitlmeaUon.  We 
an  aware  that  the  nuployment  of  capital  is  not 
always  dMomined  by  its  absolute  profit  Other 
oitcomstanoes  have,  and  deserve  to  have,  much 
influence  on  the  pursuits  of  men.  It  has  hereto- 
'fbre  been  said  that  the  price  oX  labw  and  [ffovisions 
in  this  country  was  so  high  as  to  render  the  estab- 
-Ushount  of  manufactures  impracticable ;  that 
bounties  were  indispensable  to  give  them  life,  and 
even  a  temporary  existence.  This  was  virtually 
to  abandmi  the  question,  and  to  acknowledge  that 
labor  in  other  pursuits  obtained  a  profit  which 
could  not  be  afforded  to  it  in  this.  But  a  new  as- 
pect is  now  given  to  this  discussion.  The  price  of 
-provisions,  which,  for  many  years  continued  un- 
vmaUy  high,  has  now  iallen  to  a  level  pretema- 
torally  low ;  labor  must  fall  in  propwtion ;  and 
lAan  these  preKmioanr  advantages  are  obtained, 
^y  should  systems  of  restrietion  be  still  want- 
ing 1  Why  should  public  exCTtions  be  required 
to  force  labor  into  this  channel  7  There  can  be 
hut  one  reply,  which  is,  that  to  the  establishment 
of  manufactures  oar  state  of  society  is  still  nn- 
jNwitious.  The  surface  of  our  vast  teiritory  is 
stilt  insufficiently  supplied  with  laborers ;  oqt  for- 
ests are  still  uncleared ;  and  much  of  our  moat 
fertile  soil  js  still  untrodden.  Man — even  the  poor 
man — will  not  seclude  himself  within  the  wausof 
a  manufactoty  while  he  can  possibly  find  a  main- 
tenance in  tbe  more  cheerful  walks  of  agricultural 
industry.  The  life  of  the  husbandman  is  one  of 


comparative  enjoyment.  In  hia  path  are  bealtk 
and  temperance,  and  peace,  with  a  mind  exercisri 
and  improved,  and  a  proud  apirit  of  indepeDdena 
encouraged  and  preserved.  He  looks  for  his  sob- 
astence  not  to  one  man,  nor  to  a  fev ;  wherever 
there  is  earth,  and  air,  and  a  soil  to  be  cultivaied. 
he  may  find  employment.  But  the  monotoDoe 
and  melancholy  toiu  of  tbe  manofisctufer,  coofia- 
ed  for  days  and  years  to  one  spot  and  one  do* 
changing  occopation,'contractthe  mind,  debilitate 
the  constitution,  and  render  him  more  depeodest 
than  the  laborer  in  any  other  occupation.  Oac 
country  in  Europe  hears,  in  this  point  of  view,  t 
strong  resemblance  to  our  own.  Russia  posicse 
an  almost  unlimited  extent  of  fertile  tenrit«T. 
thinly  inhabited,  and  still  offering  to  the  hmkud- 
man  tmstinted  occupati<Hi.  In  Rossin,  ftv  ibeJast 
forty  years,  (pe^ps  for  a  ee&tnrjr  paat,)  pntri- 
sionsaad  labw  havebeeneheapertun  id  nnr  oAct 
country  in  Europe ;  yet,  in  Rvaria,  mannfcctore 
have  made  no  permaaent  progress.  .  Like  our- 
selves, the  inhabitants  mantini^mre  a  finr  articfe 
to  which  their  circtmistuiees  are  peculiarly  bvor* 
able.  Donng  the  existence  of  intat  -was  termid 
the  continental  system,  dforts  were  made  in  tlo: 
country  to  diffuse  manufactures  eucaaaively ;  v»A 
the  necessity  is  now  imposed  on  the  Goverameat 
of  embarrassing  its  commerce,  in  order  to  afibrd 
some  protection  to  the  eatablislnnents  which  havr 
been  prunaturely  called  into  existence.  But  ihe 
Russians  are  not,  and  will  not  soon  bocomef  a 
manufacturing  nation.  The  same  causes  appear 
to  have  produced  with  them,  and  with  as,  similMr 
effects.  The  peasantry,  even  when  unirnhfallrd 
by  their  system  of  vassalage,  can  ^1  fiad  aahni>r- 
ence  by  titling  tbe  soil;  and  the  iie&eeaUe  love 
of  nature,  omy  to  be  overpowered  in  human 
mind  by  a  stern  necessity,  leads  them  to  |nSei  the 
coarse  and  scanty  enjoyments  of  the  rusuc  laborer 
to  the  more  dependeat.  though  more  flatteiing. 
occupation  of  the  manufacturer.  Sinely  the  mor^ 
influence  of  such  fe^ngs  and  opinions  ooghi  not 
to  be  disregardedj  nor  can  their  political  effects 
be  overlooked  in  an  enlightened  QoveninKftt 
When  an  overflowing  population  shall  natoraii^ 
give  rise  to  extensive  manufactures,  we  will  thee 
rejoice  in  their  estaUishment,  as  a  menus  of  rary- 
ing  the  application  of  capital,  and  of  giving  «n- 
ployment  to  suffering  industry;  we  will  share  vnt£ 
them  e<)uaUy  our  rights,  our  {mvileges,  and  out 
immunities:  but  we  perceive  no  motive  for  n& 
ducing  artificially  such  a  state  of  society.  Tbt 
experience  of  Europe  teaches  us  that  the  popub- 
tioo  of  great  manufacturing  cities  is  very  igncwani- 
very  immoral,  very  poor,  and  very  depeadent;  mzd. 
vet,  from  the  facility  with  which,  from  their  nuia- 
bers,  the  workmen  can  combine, :  toTti  their  misQT' 
and  from  the  fluctuating  nature  and  results  of  t^ 
pursuits  in  which  they  are  engaged,  tb^  becomt 
the  most  disorderly  and  discontented  citizens  ii 
the  whole  community.  For  such  a  populatioa 
shall  we  voluntarily  exchange  the  tillCTs  of  <air 
soil?  Shall  we  drive,  almost  with  violence,  our 
citizens  from  the  i^ughshare  and  the  sc^ie  ? 
And  if,  upon  this  subject,  we  require  addjiional 
caiUions,  let  us  remember  how  much  moceattiUe 
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hu  been  the  power  and  protperitjr  of  agricaltural 
nations  than  of  those  founded  on  anj  o^er  basis. 

Every  duty  on  imported  commodities  operates  as 
a  tax  on  the  consumer.  When  these  taxes  are  im- 
posed only  to  supply  the  necessary  wants  of  the 
uoTernment,  they  are  cheerfully  paid ;  when  im- 
ptMed  to  enrich  indiriduals,  we  should  surely  con- 
ader  well  on  what  grounds  the  claims  of  such  in- 
dividuals are  advanced ;  we  should  inquire  care- 
fully what  reciprocal  benefit  the  public  tnll  receiTc. 
It  is  the  ioterest  of  erery  member  of  the  commu- 
nity to  purchase  the  articles  he  may  wish,  or  be 
oUtged  to  consume,  at  the  lowest  possible  price. 
This  inereases  the  ralue  of  his  exchangeable  com- 
modities, and  incrMses,  of  course,  his  enjoyraeots. 
Wheaerer  this  privil^  is  abrtued,  it  beoomes 
■him  to  ioqnire  whetho,  as  an  indiTidaal,  or  u  a 
•mnnher  <n  the  oommunily,  he  receires  an  eqnira- 
leni  advantage.  The  great  plea  for  taxation  ad- 
vanoed  in  tbis  ease  i^  that  domesUe  manufactares 
will  make  us  iadepoMent  of  foreign  natbns.  This 
is  certainly  imnoctant  in  itself;  out.  when  advan- 
ced as  a  ground  for  forcing  artificially  the  produc- 
tioD  of  every  thtn^  we  want,  the  plea  is  every  way 
ialladoui.  Physical  indepradence  consists  in  pos- 
sessing those  articles  absolutely  necessary  for  our 
existence.  These  we  hare  long  since  enjoyed. 
Few  nations  are,  from  the  bounty  of  Providence, 
more  independeot  than  the  United  Stales.  Be- 
yond this,  the  indepeodenoe  of  (he  savage  consists 
in  his  exemption  from  all  wants ;  the  independence 
of  the  civilized  man,  in  his  power  of  supplying  and 
^(ratifyingthe  wants  of  social  life.  Wealth  to  him, 
in  this  view,  is  independence ;  and  wealth  consists 
4n  the  quftatity  of  eonsumable  articles  he  can  ob- 
tain ibr  the  swplus  lab«  or  produce  he  may  have 
to  exchange ;  and  this,  in  a  greet  measure,  depends 
on  the  Uborty  he  possanes  of  exehanging  those  ar- 
ticles under  the  fewest  restraints,  and  consequent!;^, 
to  the  greatest  advantage.  Whatever  curtails  this 
power  lessens  his  wealu;  whatever  diminishes  his 
wealth  abridges  his  independence.  If,  under  a  new 
system,  the  surplus  labor  of  an  Individual  will  pro- 
core  for  him  but  one-half  of  the  articles  of  con- 
sumption which  he  has  hitherto  been  accustomed 
to  reeeire  for  the  same  labor,  what  compensa- 
tion will  it  be  to  him  to  know  that  this  diminished 
sapi^y  was  produced  in  his  own  country,  or 
even  on  his  own  farm  ?  But  if  this  argument 
is  really  valid,  it  will  extend  much  farther  than 
its  present  advocates  mean  to  apply  it.  If  it 
is  neeesnry  that  a  nation,  to  be  indqiendent, 
should  raise  within  itself  every  article  it  has  occa- 
sion to  consume,  it  will  be  much  more  important 
to  raise  those  of  geueral  consumption  than  those 
whteh  may  merely  gratify  the  wants  of  luxury 
and  lashion.  If,  therefore,  we  are  by  bounties  to  fill 
tnir  Northern  cities  with  manufactories  to  furnish 
artiekswith  which  we  could  well  dispense — if  this 
is  necessary  to  our  independence^  equally  so  will  it 
be  to  cover  our  pine  barrens  with  hot-houses,  to 
raise  the  sugar  and  coffee,  the  tea  and  pepper, 
and  the  other  productions  of  tropical  climates ; 
to  give  high  rewards  for  the  manutacture  of  wine, 
and  oil,  and  salt,  and  many  other  articles,  which 
ere  daily  required  in  our  domestic  consumption. 


Sufficient  botmtiea  will  fomish  us  with  a  domestic 
haffiy  of  those  articles,  all  of  which  are  now  ia 
common  use;  and  some,  from  our  habits,  aitKlcB 
almost  of  necessity.  And  when  one  portion  of  onr 
countrymen  call  lor  bounties  to  create  manvlae- 
tures  to  which  our  state  of  society  is  uniavoraUte, 
let  them  act  uniformly,  and  at  the  same  time  grant 
bounties  to  raise  those  articles  to  which  our  climate 
is  unpropitions.  The  attempt  will  be  equally prae- 
ticable,  and  equally  wise.  In  truth,  if  this  plea  is 
of  any  avail;  if  tnis  absolute  local  independence 
is  of  real  importance,  it  applies  as  stronglv  to  sec- 
tional as  to  national  divisions.  If  it  is  desirable 
that  a  nation  should  produce  within  itself  all  the 
articles  necessary  for  its  coosun^tion,  it  is  equally- 
deeiraUe  that  each  division  of  that  nation,  each 
province  or  State,  each  district,  each  pUmt^ioa, 
each  farm,  each  individual,  should  equally  poaMn 
this  power.  If  every  nation  u  depotdent  that  it 
obliged  to  purchase  the  production  or  manufae* 
lures  of  other  climates  or  countries,  every  indi- 
vidual mast  be  in  the  same  d^ree  dependent  who 
has  to  pnrehase  the  products  of  the  labor  of  other 
mm.  There  is  no  oisttDction  in  the  argument ; 
there  is  no  pause  until  we  arrive  at  that  state 
where  each  individual  shall  produce  for  hunself 
every  article  which  he  may  wish  to  consume,  and 
must  consent  to  want  every  article  which  he  can- 
not raise  or  fabricate.  This  will  carry  us  back  to 
that  condition  in  which  the  semi-barharous  people 
of  Europe  existed  during  the  pressure  of  the  feudal 
system ;  when  almost  all  intercourse  between  in- 
dividiuds  and  nations  was  interdicted ;  when 
nothing  was  iDterehanged  hut  injuries,  nothing 
rememMred  but  oppresKion  and  wrong.  How 
much  more  simirie  and  more  wise  is  it  for  each 
nation  to  raise  or  manufacture  those  articles  which 
are  most  congenial  lo  its  soil  and  to  the  habit  of 
the  people,  and  exchange  its  superfluous  produc- 
tions for  the  productions  of  other  climates  and 
other  conditions  of  society  ;  to  perpetuate,  if  pos- 
sible, amicaUe  relations  with  all  countries,  by  the 
firmest  of  all  ties— reciprocal  advantages;  re- 
membering always  that,  in  proportion  as  tbis  in- 
terchange IS  free  and  unrestnctra,  will  be  the  mu- 
tnal  benefit  it  will  confer  !  We  acknowledge  that 
most  foreign  Governments  still  impose  great  re- 
strictions on  national  intercourse ;  that  they  have 
made  great  exertions  and  immense  sacrifices  to 
produce  at  home  manufactures  of  all  de«:riptions ; 
great  efibrls  to  secure  this  species  of  independence ; 
and  it  is  really  from  the  experience  of  foret^  na- 
tions that  we  are  inelined  to  suspect  the  wisdom 
of  their  practice.  We  have  seen  them  impen 
upon  themselves  a  population  which  they  are 
obliged  to  support ;  entangle  themselves  in  a  sys- 
tem from  which,  even  when  their  ablest  statesmen 
deplore  its  eflects,  they  cannot,  without  a  revolu- 
tion, be  ettricated.  The  very  magnitude  of  the 
evil  prevents  a  remedy.  The  amount  of  capital 
and  the  number  of  people  engaged  in  an  unprofita- 
ble employment  may  render  it  cruel,  if  not  itapoLC- 
ticable,  to  withdraw  from  it  the  countenance  and 
support  by  which  it  was  first  encouraged.  And 
the  influence  which  so  strong  an  interest,  and  one 
so  easily  comUned,  can  exert  over  any  Oovern- 
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meat,  should  make  us  in  this  countnr  very  cantions 
bow  we  render  that  a  claim  which,  at  first,  may 
be  regarded  as  a  favor.  It  is,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, to  the  extraordinary  combination  of  in- 
terests and  of  exertions  among  a  class  of  citizens 
whose  pursuits  are  very  distinct,  and  whose  title 
or  pretensions  to  support  are  widely  different — it 
is  to  this  demand  for  indiscriminate  encourage- 
ment, that  we  particularly  object ;  it  is  from  this 
combined  effort  to  force  our  GoTernment  from 
its  position,  tbat  we  view  with  apprehension  and 
alarm  the  application  of  the  united  body  ofman- 
ofactorers,  even  when  advancine  new,  and,  as  we 
think,  nnKasonable  claims,  what  administra- 
tion  would  ever  have  the  power  or  the  reaolntion 
to  withdraw  from  them  hereafter  any  privileges 
which  auv  have  once  been  improvidently  granted. 
Neither  snould  it  be  forgotten  how  hostile  to  the 
general  spirit  of  our  Constitution  is  every  system 
of  restriction,  of  monopoly,  of  particular  privileges. 
It  has  been  our  boast  and  our  highest  advaata^ 
that  we  have  been  able  to  commence  an  experi- 
mental Qovemment,  liberated  from  fall  those  en- 
cumbrances  and  embarrassments  which  time  and 
circumstance,  and  prejudice  and  ignorance,  have 
imposed  on  the  old  Ctovemments  of  Europe — en- 
cumbrances which,  even  in  an  enlightened  age,  they 
.  cannot  remove ;  that  we  have  been  able  to  bring 
to  the  test  of  experience  the  theories  and  specula- 
tions of  the  statesman  and  the  philosopher ;  that 
we  have  been  able  to  eumplifjr,  most  particularly, 
the  advantaj^  of  unlimited  freedom  in  the  pur- 
suits and  opinion*  of  men.  Our  own  career  has 
beui  one  of  unexam^ed  prosperity ;  our  own  ex- 
perience forms  one  of  the  most  instructive  records 
of  history.  Most  unwise  sball  we  be,  if,  forsaking 
our  own  doctrines,  and  untaught  by  our  own  les- 
sons, we  shall  abandon  the  simple  but  suUime 
principles  by  which  we  have  hitherto  been  guided, 
to  adopt  the  temporary,  fluctuating,  disjointed  ex- 
pedients of  European  practice. 

We  regret  when  we  are  compelled  to  advert  to 
local  or  sectional  advantages,  or  to  view  our  own 
interests  as  distinct  from  those  of  any  other  portion 
of  onr fellow-citizens;  but  thecircumstances  which 
have  lateljr  been  forced  upon  our  attention  oblige 
-US  to  view  this  question  in  relation  to  our  own 
inmediate  interests.  The  Sonthern  States  are 
not,  and  cannot  for  a  long  series  of  years  become, 
a  mannfiietnring  natini.  We  have  not  a  popula- 
tion eanal  to  the  cultivation  of  our  soil :  and  the 
insalubrity  of  our  climate  forbids  the  nope  that 
this  deficiency  will  soon,  if  evn,  be  supplied  by  a 
population  oi  white  laborers.  We  raise,  and  must 
eontinne  to  raise  provisions,  articles  of  the  first 
necessihr  for  man  m  every  climate,  and  raw  ma- 
terials for  the  use  and  consumption  of  manufac- 
turing nations.  It  is,  therefore,  peculiarly  our 
interests thatour  interchange  with  theworld  should 
be  free ;  that  the  markets  for  the  consumption  of 
our  produce  should  be  extended  as  widely  as  the 
habitations  of  man.  It  is  equally  our  interest  that 
the  articles  we  are  compelled  to  consume  should 
he  procured  on  the  most  advantageous  terms. 
We  are  among  the  last  people  who  should  wish 
to  natrict  tiie  freedom  of  commerce,  or,  by  ''"^'t^wg 


on  our  part  national  intercourse,  induce  oAs 
nations  to  impose  countervailing  restricticHw  npoa 
us.  Let  us  not  flatter  ourselves  that  the  8ta.tesmea 
of  Burope  wiU  permit  a  system  of  restrictioos  to  be 
partial  in  its  operations.  It  is  a  matter  almoiU  6i 
delicacy  to  touch  this  part  of  the  subject ;  but  it 
is  idleto  shutour  eyes  to  our  danger.  Let  us,  then, 
examine  the  possible  (we  may  say  probable)  cAects 
of  this  system  on  the  great  staple  of  our  couoiry. 
Our  cotton  is  now  admitted  into  Grreat  Britim  oa 
terms  as  liberal  as  the  cotton  of  any  foreign  satiiMi. 
It  can  be  carried  to  her  ports  in  our  own  vcssds. 
In  fact,  this  trade  is  now  chiefly  carried  on  is  dte 
veaaels  of  the  United  States ;  and  by  this  means 
some  cS  our  nuMt  important  manafactores  (those 
connected  with  ship  building)  are  cnieoiinged,aad 
die  secnrity  and  reputation  of  our  0001107  aten- 
ereased  by  the  seamen  it  nurtures  and  ptotecia. 
To  this  trade  Great  Britain  consents,  because  to 
her  the  general  commerce  of  the  United  States  is 
highly  important,  and  because  onr  consamptitMaf 
her  manolaetures  offers  an  equivalent  for  the 
vantages  we  now  enjoy.  But  let  us  once  declare 
that  this  trade  in  future  shall  be  ben^ciad  only  to 
ourselves;  that  we  will  take  nothing  from  bet, 
while  we  wish  her  still  to  continue  the  great  con- 
sumer of  our  produce ;  and  we  may  soon  fed  the 
error  of  such  calculations.  If,  for  instance,  we 
should  prohibit  in  this  country  the  introdactitni  of 
the  manufactures  of  GretU  Britain^  or  impose  on 
them  duties  amounting  to  a  prohitntion,  mv^  we 
no  reason  to  apprehend  that  she  may,  on  her  pax^ 
prohibit  totally  the  introduction  into  ber  pofis  of 
onr  cotton,  onr  rice,  and  our  tc^iacco,  aail  tvra  to 
other  quarters  for  the  supi^y  she  mar  require  ? 
Brazil  and  the  East  Indies  can  even  aowfomishher 
with  these  articles  in  sufficient  abuniaacc,  and,  tur 
dependent  of  the  advantages  she  wonM  derive  from 
her  general  intercoune  with  these  coontries,  the 
transportation  of  these  very  commodities  wooM  be 
exclusively  in  her  own  vessels,  and  her  ship  own- 
ers and  her  seamen  would  equally  profit  by  this 
direction  of  her  commerce.  The  new  Govent- 
ments,  too,  arising  in  South  America,  poasess  an 
immense  extent  of  territory  adapted  to  the  prodnc- 
tion  of  cotton,  and  tobacco,  and  floor,  and  rice. 
All  of  them  must  at  first  become  agriculcotal  na- 
tions, and  for  a  long  time  they  wul  have  to  ex-  1 
change  the  rude  prmJuctions  of  ibeir  soil  fen  the  ' 
manu&ctures  of  other  countries.  On  all  sides  we 
shall  meet  competitors  in  the  consuming  marfcett, 
ready  to  avail  tnemselves  of  our  errors  and  profit 
by  our  mistakes;  ready  to  occupy  any  positioe 
which  we  may  abandon,  or  from  which  we  may 
be  driven.  Nor  can  we  doubt  of  this  restilt.  Have 
we  ever  found  the  statesmen  of  the  civilized  woiU 
insensible  to  the  interests  of  their  respective  nar 
tionsi  Have  we  ever  found  them  deficient  ia 
sagacity  to  perceive,  or  in  promptness  to  meet,  the 
hostile  combinations  of  foreign  commerce?  The 
interchange  of  nations,  like  me  intercoarse  of  in- 
dividuals, can  only  be  maintained  by  mutual  aad 
reciprocal  advants«es ;  and  the  exp^ience  of  tke 
world  appears  clearly  to  demonstrate  that  the  more 
free  is  that  intercourse,  the  more  unfettered  the 
commerce  and  capital  of  any  nation,  the  UMe 
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will  the  ]Minaits  of  tbat  nation  become  extensire 
and  diversified,  and  exempt  from  the  floctuation 
and  min  which  finally  must  attend  erery  system 
estaUished  on  a  forced  employment  of  capital. 
Aeainst  these  evils  the  prospect  is  held  out  to  us 
01  a  domestic  market  for  the  consumption  of  our 
raw  materials.  This  prospect  is  certainly  delusive. 
In  the  United  Stales  we  conM  only  calculate  to 
manofactore  for  Uie  supply  of  our  own  wants,  and 
this  would  not  consome  ooe-half — perhaps  not  one- 
third — part  of  the  cotton  we  now  raise,  without 
adrertiufr  to  the  other  staples  of  the  country^  or 
without  Drinffing  into  view  the  rapidly  increasing 
production  oi  our  Western  States.  Surely  we 
cannot  expect  to  become  exporters  of  manufac- 
tures when  we  are  obliged  to  call  for  enormous 
duties  to  protect  them  against  competition  even  in 
cm  own  markets,  and  when  it  is  acknowledged 
that  the  removal  of  these  daties  will  at  any  mo- 
ment prostrate  the  whole  system  in  remediless 
rain.  And  for  this  insuffieirat  and  insecure  mar- 
ket we  are  called  opon  to  invite  and  provoke  the 
commnrial  hostility  of  the  whcde  civilized  world, 
and  to  expose  ourselves  to  the  risk  of  having  oor 
productions  driven  from  every  country  where  the 
Government  may  think  that  reciprocal  advantages 
^ould  form  the  basis  of  every  encouraged  or  even 
tolerated  commerce.  The  Southern  States  will 
derive  no  immediate  advantage  from  this  measure, 
even  if  it  should  prove  successful ;  but  they  are 
urged  to  promote  it  with  the  hope  of  creating  a 
market  for  their  productions,  which  may  protect 
them  from  the  evils  they  may  feel  on  the  possible 
failure  of  all  foreign  markets.  And  for  this  remote 
and  contingent  wnefit,  for  this  possible  suppljr  of 
a  possible  want,  they  are  to  endure  many  pnva- 
tioDS,  to  submit  to  many  impositions,  and  to  jeop- 
ardize the  most  important  and  valuable  interest  of 
OUT  country.  Of  the  importance  of  oor  foreign 
commerce — of  its  influence  on  the  revenue,  or 
even  on  the  protection  of  our  country,  it  is  idle  to 
expatiate.  But  one  view,  connected  intimately 
with  the  question  before  as,  we  wish  to  notice. 
Foreign  commerce  draws  wealth  from  abroad,  and 
those  engaged  in  it  may  prosper,  without  in  any 
degree  injuring  the  prosperity  of  other  portions  of 
the  community.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  great  principle 
of  life  which  gives  activity  and  energy  to  all  of 
the  operations  of  productive  industry.  It  ranges 
over  the  world  to  discover  the  markets  in  which 
each  particular  commodity  can  most  advantage- 
oosly  De  exchanged ;  and  the  very  transportation 
of  toese  commodities  becomes  a  source  of  great 
profit,  and  ftimi^es  at  the  same  time  an  arm  of 
defence^  which  no  nation  ^onld,  without  very 
serious  consideration,  permit  to  decay. 

It  is  easily  seen  ana  acknowled^  that,  by  this 
system,  our  foreign  commerce  will  be  deranged 
and  materially  diminished  ;  but  no  one  has  under- 
taken to  predict  the  extmt  of  the  injury.  Indeed, 
the  combinations  of  commerce  arc  rarely  seen 
or  understood  even  by  those  most  deeply  engaged 
in  its  operations.  The  exchanges  that  appear  the 
most  simple  are  sometimes  the  result,  sometimes 
only  a  term,  in  a  series  of  exchanges  that  have 
been  made,  or  are  yet  to  be  completed  in  the  most 


distant  i»ions  of  the  ^obe.  The  commerce  that 
is  eaniea  on  with  one  country  is  frequently  de- 
pendent for  its  success  on  a  commerce  carried  on 
through  different  channels,  and  under  a  difeent 
aspect,  with  some  remote  and  unconnected  nation. 
When  we  touch  such  a  system  rudely,  we  know 
not  what  portion  may  pensh  from  our  rashness  or 
our  ignorance.  Surely,  at  a  moment  like  the 
present,  when  the  commerce  of  the  whole  world 
18  embarrassed  and  debilitated,  it  would  be  most 
unwise  to  add  to  the  inevitable  evils  of  the  hour. 
Let  us  rather  foster  that  portion  which  remains ; 
extend,  by  every  possible  means,  its  enterprises ; 
and  give  new  vigor  to  its  exertions.  Every  inter- 
est and  occupation  in  our  country  has  suffered 
within  the  last  two  years  by  the  rapid  decrease  of 
the  circulating  currency  of  the  world,  and  by  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  labor  and  of  produce^  wbicn  has 
resulted  in  part  from  this  diminished  circulation, 
and  in  part  from  the  steady  continuance  of  peace 
among  the  civilized  nations  of  the  globe.  Bat  of 
the  great  interests  of  our  country,  no  one  can  doubt 
that  the  mercantile  has  sn^ed  most;  and  if 
bounties  could  be  aflbrded  to  any  one  class  of  our 
citizensj  the  claims  of  the  mercunt  for  past  ioaaes 
and  present  embarrassments  would  be  the  strong- 
est. Yet  on  this  class  we  now  wish  to  impose 
new  burdens,  and  render  more  precarious  the  stilt 
hazardous  ocean  of  commercial  enterprise.  Nor 
can  we  possibly  overlook,  on  this  occasion,  tbat 
class  of  our  citizens  to  whom  this  nation  is  virtually 
indebted  for  so  much  of  its  wealth  and  so  much  of  its 
renown;  nor  think,  without  emotion,  of  discarding 
from  our  employment  and  driving  into  foreign  ser- 
vice the  seamen  who,  throoj^h  ao  many  years  of 
discouragement,  continued  iaithful  to  their  coan* 
try }  who,  in  the  hour  peril,  hare  always  been 
the  foremost  to  rally  around  her  banners ;  who,  in 
war,  have  encircled  her  with  glory,  and  in  peae& 
still  patient,  still  laborious,  have  quietly  retomea 
to  an  arduous,  an  onceesiDg,  end  a  dangerau  oc- 
cupation. With  such  a  race  we  wish  not  to  part. 
Another  evil  of  great  magnitude  presses  on  our 
attention.  A  duty  of  thirty,  fifty,  and  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  is  called  for  on  all  articles  of  foreign 
manufacture.  This  is  virtually  to  admit  that  me 
productions  of  the  foreign  artisan  can  be  sold  in 
our  markets  at  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the  price 
for  which  they  can  be  manufactured  at  home. 
Will  not  the  prospect,  therefore,  of  immense  pro- 
fits lead  to  the  illicit  introduction  of  foreign  man- 
ufactures— to  the  creation  on  our  frontiers  of  an 
organized  system  of  smu^liog?  This  will  be 
the  more  to  be  apprehaidea  when  these  impon- 
tions  are  opposed  to  the  general  interests  and 
wishes  of  the  community.  Public  opinion  will  no 
longer,  as  at  present,  guard  from  violation  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  country.  Now,  they  are  con- 
sidered merdy  as  the  means  of  providing  for  the 
necessary  support  of  our  Oovemment :  as  oper** 
ting  fairly,  mildly,  and  equally  on  all  classes  of 
our  citizens,  and  as  preventing  the  imposition  of 
more  direct  and  more  vexatious  burdens.  Yet, 
even  now,  intelligent  men  doubt  whether  the 
tariff  is  not  in  many  instances  unwisely  bi^bf 
and  whether  the  temptations  held  out  to  smoj^ling 
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8K  not  greater  than  a  prudent  Qovemment  ought 
to  ofier.  Under  a  higher  tariff,  the  duties  will  be 
considered  as  partial,  and  for  the  ezclusiTe  ben^t 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  nation.  They  will  be 
tnasgressed :  the  revenue  of  the  country  will  be 
i^joced ;  ana  ^e  Goremment  will  be  compelled 
to  ineiease  the  semity  of  our  p«ul  laws,  and  to 
add  enormoudy  to  the  ezpoise  of  goardiog  thcwe 
Urns  against  riolaiion.  This  is  not  all.  It  is 
eandidfy  admitted  that  this  system,  if  adopted, 
will  so  derange  and  circumscribe  our  commerce 
that  we  shall  no  longer  look  to  our  custom-hoftses 
for  the  support  of  our  Goverament  We  must,  as 
a  constituent  part  of  this  plan,  adopt  a  regular 
and  permanent  system  of  direct  taxation.  After 
liA?iiig  paid  bounties  innumerable  for  the  support 
of  manufactures,  we  mast  pay  taxes  to  make  good 
that  rerenue  which  those  very  bounties  haf  e  tended 
to  diminish.  We  shall  have  to  divert  to  our  daily 
support  tbe  r^oorces  which  wiU  be  wanted^  and 
should  be  reserved,  for  the  hour  of  danger ;  and 
we  shall  incur  unnecessarily  the  risk  of  alienating 
ftom  the  Government  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
^e.  We  hare  yet  to  add  the  probability  (per- 
sum,  the  certainty)  that,  after  all,  this  great  efibrt 
wiU  be  altogether  useless.  If  these  manufactares 
can  only  exist  by  excluding  from  our  markets 
tha  productions  of  foreign  workshops,  what  power 
mocal  or  physical  that  we  possess  can  secure  the 
exctusjon?  If  Bonaparte,  while  enforcing  his 
centiaental  system  by  the  most  arbitrary  and  san- 
guioaiy  decrees,  and  by  the  efficient  power  of  a 
great  military  despotism,  could  not  close  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe  against  British  manufactures: 
if  Great  Britain^  with  her  insular  situation  and 
her  multitude  of  ships,  cannot  prevent  her  coast 
iitom  beconung  a  great  mart  and  theatre  of  smug- 
glers, how  can  we  hope,  with  our  mild  laws,  to 
prevent  intrusion  on  every  point  of  our  extended 
and  tupntected  Aores  ?  How  can  we  guard  the 
long  line  of  our  Northern  and  Northeastern  fron- 
tier, even  from  the  mid-day  trespasser?  Our  rev- 
enue will  be  destroyed,  our  le|^  and  honorable 
commerce  curtailed,  and  the  morals  of  our  citi- 
zens vitiated  by  the  temptations  and  frauds  of  a 
contraband  traffic ;  while  the  manufacturers  them- 
adTes  may  be  overwhelmed  by  the  reaction  of  their 
own  system  ;  for  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  our 
country  would  be  inundated  by  foreign  manufac- 
tures, liberated  even  from  the  impositions,  and 
those  not  light  ones,  which  they  are  now  compelled 
to  pay.  And,'  surely,  when  we  examine  the  pres- 
ent claims  advanced  by  the  manufacturers,  we 
^ould  be  tempted  to  suppose  that  the  much  which 
has  been  already  granted  had  on  all  sides  passed 
into  oblivion.  Tlw  tariff  which  now  exists,  and 
wbich  was  imposed,  in  most  cases,  for  the  par- 
ticnlax  bmefit  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
inanufiuitufen,  is  probabljr  aa  high  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  eoontry  will  bear.  We  have,  al- 
ready, pahaps,  transgressed  in  their  favor  the 
limits  which  principle  would  concede.  Our  man- 
ufiwturera  arenot  only  placed  by  the  side  of  Uie  ag- 
zicultnrists ;  th^  are,  as  far  as  Government  boun- 
ties can  operate,  advanced  and  preferred.  When 
baa  the  agricultoral  interest  called  for  bounties  to 


enable  it  to  continue  a  culture  which  has  boest 
fbuad  unprofitable  t  Yet  this  may  become  nee«s- 
bary.  In  Great  Britain  it  has  already  occurred. 
Thecomlawsof  thatcountrynowactasaboaoty 
on  agriculture.  They  are  a  necessary  sup^emeot 
to  t&  manufacturing  systttn.  The  Govemmeat 
has  been  compelled  to  adopt  them,  to  place  thA 
farmer  on  a  footing  with  the  manufacturer,  to 
whom  so  many  bounties  had  previously  been  grant- 
ed. One  evil  has  DfUurally  produced  another.  Bt^ 
ery  interest  in  that  country  now  rests  onanuB- 
natnial  fotmdation,  and  requires  artificial  stq^oct; 
in  consequence,  every  thing  is  [H«carious— every 
thins  unstable.  The  elements  of  convulsion  are 
on  8ul  sides  prepared,  and  nothing  but  the  power  of 
a  military  Government  prevents  the  explosion. 

The  only  stable  employments  of  capital,  those 
only  which  can  be  free  from  incessant  nuctuatioO) 
are  those  which  arise  spontaneously  from  the  nt- 
uation  of  a  country  or  the  state  of  its  society. 
The  manufactures  that  can  only  flourish  during 
war  or  under  impolitic  restrictions— those  thai 
wither  at  the  ai^uroaeh  of  peace  or  of  an  unshackled 
,  commerce,  merit  not  our  eneounganrat.  Those 
that  require  no  bounty  will  dread  no  competition } 
and  the  capital  and  labor  which  are  employed  in 
them  may  be  considered  as  permanently  vetted. 
If  we  be^  once  to  give  bounties — and  the  duties 
now  proposed  are  but  bounties  in  an  indirect  shape 
—let  us  make  the  system  uniform  and  equal.  VeH 
us  give  botmties  on  the  exportation  of  cotton  and 
tobacco,  on  the  exportation  of  rice  and  fiour ;  let 
us  give  bounties  on  the  labor  that  brings  these 
commodities  to  our  markets,  and  on  the  vessds 
that  transport  them  abroad ;  let  us,  in  short,  give 
bounties  to  every  production  of  domestic  industry. 
If,  from  the  magnitude  of  this  effort,  we  recoil  as 
from  a  thing  impossible,  we  must  then  demand 
why  this  system  should  be  parriaUy  adopted — ^why 
one-twentieth  ]nrt  of  our  citizens  shonU  be  en- 
riched Iqr  bounties  drawn  from  the  labor  of  aU  the 
remaining  classes  of  society  ? 

To  manufactures  we  have  no  hostility;  wewish 
to  see  them  rise,  flourish,  and  attain  a  vigonnis 
and  permaneut  maturity ;  but  we  Wish  them  to 
advance  gradually,  as  our  wants,  our  means,  and 
the  state  of  our  society,  shall  be  adapted  to  thdr 
establishment.  We  think  it  uuwrae,  by  precipitate 
measures,  to  force  manufactures  into  a  premature 
being,  and  then  impose  upon  ourselves  the  neces- 
tity  of  supporting  them  through  a  precarious,  a 
diseased,  and,  after  all,  a  temporary  existence.  To 
the  establishment,  at  any  cost,  of  manufactures, 
which,  like  the  munitions  of  war,  are  necessary 
for  our  national  security,  we  have  never  objected ; 
but  to  an  organic  system  for  the  general  creation 
of  manufactures  upon  speoidatire  pineiples,  we 
pointedly  object.  It  is  at  the  thrcsbold  we  most 
yet  pause }  tne  steps  we  now  take  we  may  not  be 
able  to  retrace  j  the  pledges  we  now  nre  to  our 
citizens  we  may  not  be  able  to  recul.  When 
thousands,  perhaps  millions,  of  dollars  shall  have 
been  invested  in  manufactures,  with  the  assurance 
of  public  8up]K>rt  and  protection,  we  know  not 
how,  with  justice,  this  system  could  be  afaanikMied, 
and  the  property  vested  imder  &uch  assuanoe  be 
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devoted  to  imtEieTalile  deetnietioii.  ETcn  if  the 
enb  attcBdent  npwi  theee  vSeatB  iboald  prore  in 
erCTf  lespect  pemiciotu,  and  ahould  presa  sorely 
oa  every  other  branch  of  national  industry,  we 
most  go  on.  It  is  imposnfale  to  point  ont  the  lim- 
its at  which  this  system  mil  rest.  The  tariff 
which  was  adopted  with  the  approbation  of  the 
mBuafacturers  in  1816  is  now  found  insuffioient ; 
the  tariff  proposed  in  1820^  if  it  should  be  adopted. 
aAer  hanng  induced  the  inrestiture  of  additional 
millions  of  money,  may  be  found  equally  unavail- 
ing. And  whni  more  capital,  and  a  mach  greater 
proportion  of  oar  population,  shall  be  ens^fed  in 
mmu&ctures,  the  inflaenra  of  the  wealuy  and 
the  claims  and  the  necessities  of  the  needy,  whom 
we  ourselves  have  seduced  into  these  occupations, 
may  force  the  Government,  even  reluctantly,  and 
with  a  conwnooMiess  of  its  error^  into  more  disas- 
troua  meuuee— to  the  imposition  of  sUll  higher 
datse^  to  restrietions,  to  prohibitbna,  to  the  neaes- 
aity  oflininff  oar  coasto  with  armed  vessels  and  our 
shores  witn  revenue  offiens,  to  the  necessity  of 
injuring  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  and  de- 
basing the  character  and  moral  principles  of  a 
lajwe  portion  of  our  citizens. 

1^  manufacturers,  we  repeat,  we  ha  ve  no  hostility. 
We  wish  them  to  share  in  the  general  prasperity  of 
our  country,  and  repose  and  flourish  under  its  lib- 
eral protection.  But  we  perceive  in  them  no  fea- 
tures which  would  entitle  them  to  jmrtial  favors  or 

Seculiar  privil^es.  Against  a  system,  thraefore, 
esigoed  to  elevate  one  interest  in  soci^y  to  an 
undue  influence  and  importance ;  against  a  system 
intended  to  benefit  one  description  of  citizens  at 
the  expense  of  every  othra*  class;  againstamtem 
caleolatad  to  anrnndize  and  enrich  some  States 
to  the  injury  of  others;  against  a  system,  under 
evory  aspect,  partial,  unequal,  and  unjust,  we  most 
sotemnly  motest. 

STEPHEN  ELLIOTT, 
Chairman  of  the  weitiiag  oj 
the  citixtTU  of  C 
James  Jcbyet,  Seeretarg. 


INCRBA8E  OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS 

[Comoiunicated  to  the  Senate,  December  18, 1820.] 
To  the  Senate        Home  of  Sepreeaiiativea  (f  the 
United  &aiee  in  Coagreee  aeeemUed: 

The  petition  of  the  delates  of  the  Uoited 
Agricultural  Societies  of  Pnnce  Geor^,  Sussex. 
P^f/j  Petersburg,  Brunswick,  Dlnwiddie,  ana 
Isle  of  Wight,  respectfully  showeth :  Your  peti- 
tioners, a  portion  of  the  independent  agriculturists 
of  Vir«nia«  again  present  oundves  to  your  hon- 
orable Houses   


-  ,.-  ,  ^^''sc^itingyour attention 

to  the  present  state  of  the  tariff  duties,  and  your 
protection  against  the  wild  speculations  asuL  min- 
oos  schemes  of  an  association  denominating  them- 
seivM  the  frimde  of  national  industry. 

We  should  not  again  have  obtruded  our  o^n- 
lons,  still  less  our  arguments,  on  the  wisdom  and 
experience  of  our  representatives,  but  from  a  con- 
vietira  that  Ae  deeirioa  of  this  qnestioa  is  of  vital 


instance;  that,  by  the  estaUishment  of  duct 
system  of  exclusion  developed  in  the  tariff  bill 
presented  at  your  last  session,  the  eommeieial  and 
agrieulmral  prosperity  of  the  nation  would  be 
completely  prostrated;  the  wikole  fiuie  of  our 
Constitution  strained  to  accommodate  tlus  mon- 
stKNis  anomaly  in  a  free  Government;  and^  as  a 
neeessary  consequence  nothing  left  of  our  bmwted 
freedom  and  anticipated  greatness  but  an  empty 
name. 

Though  we  do  not  believe  that  all  who  supptNrt 
this  measure  are  aware  of  its  consequences,  ^t  we 
cannot  conceal  from  ourselves,  nor  would  we  from 
our  fellow-citizens,  that  the  authors  of  diis  project 
contemplate  nothing  less  than  a  radical  change  in 
our  politicak  institutions. 

We  cannot  persuade  ourselves  that  the  fabrtcap 
tors  of  so  formidable  a  machine  should  not  have 
calculated  both  its  powers  and  tendencies,  and 
adjusted  both  to  the  vicnn  of  its  projectors.  That 
their  views  are  not  directed  solely  or  principally 
to  the  protection  of  mannfaetares,  we  are  eon- 
vine^,  by  the  single  filet  that  our  manuftctores 
are  already  more  than  sufficiently  protected. 

The  present  tariff  duties  c^ate  as  a  bounty 
of  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent  in  their  &V(W. 
Freight,  innirance,  eonnnissions,  and  the  various 
other  expenses  of  information,  cannot  be  estimated 
at  less  than  fifteen  per  cent.  The  Britbb  manu- 
facturer, the  most  formidable  rival  in  this  and 
every  other  market,  is  taxed  by  his  own  Govern- 
ment to  the  amount  of  one-third  of  the  whole  pro- 
duct of  his  industry;  which  also  operates  in  fitvor 
of  our  manufoeturers,  adding  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  per  cent,  to  the  former  amount.  The  extra-^ 
ordinary  rise  in  the  value  of  money  in  this  country 
must  also  be  takai  into  account,  as  it  operates  as 
a  bounty  in  favor  of  our  manumeturers — the  in- 
creased value  heore  enabliag  them  to  pioetireneee»- 
saries  as  well  as  labor  for  a  smaller  sum ;  while 
the  comparatively  low  value  cf  money  in  Eurm^ 
comp«jlm^  the  foreign  competitor  to  keq^upm 
{nice  of  his  goods,  enables  the  American  to  ltee|p 
up  his  prices  also,  nearly  to  the  former  standard. 

The  anr^te  of  these  bounties  will  be  found 
cottsidCTably  upwards  of  one  hundred  per  cent  in 
favor  of  our  manufiicturers.  With  these  facts  be^ 
fore  us,  we  cannot  be  per3aaded*(hat  the  protection 
of  manufacturers  is  the  real  object  of  the  new 
tariff  bill.  But,  to  come  at  the  true  design  of  its 
authors,  we  have  only  to  investigate  the  obvious 
tendency  of  the  measure.  The  means  will  gen- 
erally discover  the  end. 

Toe  first  operation  of  the  prohibitory  system 
will  be  ruinous  to  those  immediately  engaged  in 
foreign  commerce,  with  wluxn  almost  every  ind^ 
vidtial,  directly  concerned  in  any  branch  of  trad^ 
wiUbe  more  or  less  involved.  Other  natiomi  wiU 
retaliate,  Inr  excluding  our  products,  as  we  have 
excluded  theirs.  The  carrying  tnde,  of  wludi 
the  superitvity  of  our  vessels  would,  under  differ- 
ent circumstances,  always  insure  us  a  valuaUe 
portion,  must  cease.  Ship  building,  after  being 
Drought  to  astonishing  perfection,  and  dhily  be- 
coming a  more  lucrative  business,  will  be  fo^t- 
ten;  our  vessels  rot  in  our  harbors;  andoiuraea^ 
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men  emigrate,  or  resort  to  piracy  or  smu^ling, 
for  want  of  hone$t  employmeot.  Our  coasting 
trade  and  fisheriett  will  sooa  be  at  the  merer  of 
ooi  enemicB:  for  neither  can  be  long  protected  by 
4  nation  without  foieign  commerce. 

The  mercantile  and  agricoltoral  interests  are  so 
intimately  conoeeted,  that  the  rain  of  the  farmer 
most  follow  that  of  the  merchant  in  no  distant 
anccession.  The  diminution  of  revenue  derived 
ftom  imports  and  sale  of  public  lands  must  be 
made  up  by  heavy  internal  taxes — the  principal 
weight  falling,  as  usual,  on  the  agriculturist;  the 
price  of  almost  every  article  he  is  obliged  to  pur- 
chase will  be  increased  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
pampered  monopolist,  who,  competition  being  re- 
moved, will  be  limited  in  his  demands  only  by  the 
measure  of  his  own  cupidity — of  the  latitude  of 
which  we  have  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  judging 
during  the  late  war.  The  quantity  of  produce 
must  be  reduced  to  the  limite  of  home  consump- 
tion, as  we  can  no  longer  calculate  on  a  market 
for  the  usual  surplus  among  nations  whose  goods 
we  refuse  to  take  in  exchange;  without  exchange 
of  goods,  commerce  cannot  exist;  the  value  of 
lands,  buildings,  and  stock,  will  impidlr  depreci- 
ate: and  the  owners,  once  the  pride  and  strength 
of  their  country,  sink  into  poverty  and  insignifi- 
cance. 

While  our  independent  yeomanry  are  to  be  thus 
humbled,  while  their  proud  spirits  are  in  training 
for  the  yoke,  another  party,  less  attached  to  the 
soil,  and  completely  dependent  on  the  bounty  of 
Government,  is  to  be  raised  to  opulence  and 
power,  to  be  invested  with  exclusive  privileges, 
more  especially  that  of  taxing  their  fellow-citizens 
at  discretion ;  and  this,  as  we  are  told,  for  the  sake 
of  national  independence.  It  is  more  easy  to  see 
how  zealously  such  men  would  support  even  the 
most  obnoxious  and  unprincipled  measures  of  a 
Goveromait  on  whose  oreath  their  wealth  end 
emseqoence  depend,  than  how  naticmal  independ- 
mce  can  be  promoted  hr  the  oppression  of  a  vast 
majority  of  the  people  for  the  benefit  of  a  small 
minority. 

National  independence  has  always  ai^ieared  to 
lis  something  very  different  from  the  op]»essioB  of 
the  people  and  the  creation  of  privilwed  orders. 
That  this  is  the  end  to  which  the  prohibitory  sys- 
ton  inevitably  leads,  we  have  no  doubt;  that  such 
is  the  favorite  object  of  its  authors,  charity  may 
still  hesitate  to  pronounce. 

The  history  of  any  branch  of  the  forced  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain  exhibits  a  series  of  op- 
pressions so  extensive  in  their  range,  so  gross  and 
revolting  in  Uieir  operation,  as  would,  we  believe, 
deter  any  friend  of  liberty  or  justice  from  repeating 
the  experiment.  We  coUect,  also,  from  the  same 
source^  the  uncertain  issue  of  attempting  to  force 
manufactures;  for,  with  all  the  characteristic  in- 
genuity, patience,  and  industry  of  hex  artisans, 
backed  by  powers  such  as  a  free  people  can  never 
delegate  to  their  Government,  or  pennit  them  to 
assume,  we  find  that  there  are  some  manufactures 
which  Great  Britain  has  not  been  able  to  force. 
We  note  the  silk  mimu&cture,  which,  from  the 
zevocation  of  the  edict  of  Naniz  to  this  day,  has 


been  unproductive;  while  millions  have  been  lost 
to  the  nation  by  excluding  the  silks  of  Fiance  and 
Italy,  and,  in  return,  having  their  mauufacmra 
excluded  by  those  nations. 

The  abortive  attempts  repeatedly  made,  since 
the  union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  estab- 
lish the  woollen  manofacture  in  the  latter  coontiy, 
are  worthy  of  consideration,  as  immense  sums, 
both  of  English  and  Irish  capital,  have  been  soak 
in  the  undertaking;  and  we  cannot  but  ofasare 
that  the  establishment  of  the  same  mana&ctnie 
in  England  has  been  effected  at  a  price  no  firee 
people  would  consent  to  pay. 

These  facts  would  induce  us  to  suspect  that  the 
only  certain  results  of  the  system  in  which  we  are 
about  to  iuTolre  ourselves  are  enormous  expenso 
and  gross  violation  of  principle. 

To  obviate  alt  these  difficulties,  we  are  assured 
that,  by  the  establishment  of  manufactures,  a  home 
market  will  be  obtained  for  the  whole  of  our  pro- 
duce. As  this  argument  has  been  so  often  and  so 
confidently  reiterated,  it  will  he  necessary  to  ascer- 
tain its  value. 

If  we  already  supply  the  whole  people  of  America 
with  as  much  corn,  wheat,  and  tooacco  as  they 
can  consume  and  ei^ri,  besides  a  lai^  sorplus, 
bv  what  operation  ofthe  new  tariff  bill  is  this  sur- 
plus to  be  disposed  of  '?  We  cannot  presume  that 
the  appetites  and  capacities  of  our  people  will  be 
so  much  increased  by  the  opoation  of  the  shultle 
or  the  gin  as  to  work  such  a  miracle. 

The  (ytly  solution  this  difficulty  admits  of  is  the 
one  given  by  the  advocates  of  the  prohibitotr  sys- 
tem, to  wit :  that  it  may  be  made  the  interest  of 
the  farmer  and  planter  to  embark  their  eapiiais  in 
manufacturing  establbhmeots;  that,  by  thus  dimin- 
ishing the  number  of  cultivators,  and  conseqnently 
of  ^duce,  we  may  get  rid  of  our  surplus  by  not 
raising  it.  Now,  we  really  consider  this  as  one  of 
the  most  impudent  proposals  ever  made  by  the 
most  nnblnshiog  empiric  to  a  reflecting  people. 
The  agriculturists  of  the  United  States  (an  im- 
mense majority  of  the  nation)  are  called  on  not 
only  to  abandon  every  prospect  of  clearing  the 
millions  of  acres  of  rich  land  m  their  back  country, 
but  also  to  abandon  a  part  of  that  already  in  cul- 
tivation ;  to  consent  to  have  it  made  their  interest 
to  engage  in  manufactures,  by  the  joint  operation 
of  exclusion  from  market,  increased  taxes,  and 
niBDufacturing  Impositions.  In  plain  English,  the 
hardy,  independent  sons  of  our  forests  and  our 
fields  are  called  on  to  consent  to  be  starved  into 
weavers  and  button-makers.  But,  be  it  remem- 
bered, that,  before  thb  conviction  of  their  intered 
has  reached  them,  few  will  be  found  disposed  to 
purchase  lands  and  stock,  no  longer  valuable;  if 
any,  it  will  be  for  a  pittance,  not  sufficient,  pn- 
bablv,  to  pay  their  debts. 

These  people  would  really  persua^  us  that  the 
cultivation  or  the  earth  is  no  species  of  indnstiy; 
that  all  are  idlers  who  neither  weave  nor  spin,  and 
may,  of  course,  be  fairly  proscribed ;  their  fieUs 
turned  into  deserts,  that  factories  may  be  estab- 
lished, (those  precious  seminaries  of  spotless  vir- 
tue,) whore  the  daughters  of  onr  ruined  fanaeei 
may  learn  indiutry,  simplicity  of  muuei^  Ukd 
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parity  of  mind ;  and  their  sons,  temperance^  sober- 
aess,  aod  chastity,  as  practised  in  the  best  institu- 
tions of  Leeds  and  Manchester. 

That  the  despotic  power  of  driving  any  class  of 
citizens  from  theemplojrments  of  ihar  own  choice, 
and  foreiDg  them  into  others,  profitaUe  or  impro- 
Stable,  congenial  or  uncongenial,  has  been  aele- 
zated  to  the  Federal  Goremmen^wecan  no  more 
beliere,  tfaao  that  the  authority  to  divide  onr  people 
[like  the  Hindoos)  into  casta  has  been  conveyed 
under  the  form  of  powers  to  regulate  trade. 

After  demonstration;  the  ruinous  tendency  of  the 
prohilMtory  system,  with  respect  to  the  agriculture, 
»)mmeree,  and  revenue  of  these  States,  and  its 
mtire  inconsistency  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  in- 
ititntioos,  it  ia  scarcely  necessary  to  dwell  on  more 
■emote  consequences,  amongst  which  mav  be  an- 
icipated  a  regularly  organized  system  of  smug- 
gling, introducing  in  its  train  fraud,  perjury,  the 
■xercise  of  lawless  force,  swarms  of  tide-waiters 
ind  sycophants,  increased  Oovenmient  expenses, 
md  an  immense  executive  patronage. 

We  cannot  restrain  the  expression  of  oar  sur- 
irise  that  a  system,  the  impolicy  of  which  has 
teen  lon^  since  demonstrated  by  the  ablest  po- 
iticai  writers  of  Europe,  and  confirmed  by  the 
experience  of  the  greatest  commercial  nations  of 
he  world,  should,  at  this  day,  cost  a  moment's 
tiscussion  in  America.  England  confesses  the 
uin  in  which  she  has  been  lavolved  by  the  por- 
uit  of  this  system,  and  her  inability  to  extricate 
lerself.  The  commerce  of  Holland  has  been  com- 
)letely  paralyzed  by  the  protection  afforded  by 
heir  King  to  the  mannfaetures  of  his  Bdgian 
ubiects. 

The  idea  of  enriching  a  country  by  confining 
ts  whole  wealth  within  its  own  limits  is  a  mere 
himera.  The  only  use  of  wealth  that  we  can 
onceive  is,  to  enaue  its  possosors  to  procure  the 
lecessaries  and  comforts  of  life;  and,  if  we  can 
irocure  these  in  greater  abundance  by  sending 
.  part  of  our  wealth  abroad,  we  increase  our  hap- 
iness  in  the  same  proportion,  and,  in  effect,  in- 
reaae  onr  wealth  also. 

So  far  from  wishing  to  realize  the  vision  of 
ipplying  all  oar  wants  by  the  labor  and  ingenuity 
f  our  own  citizens,  and  thus  being  enabled  to  in- 
ilate  ourselves  from  the  rest  of  mankind,  we 
rould  consider  such  a  consummation  the  heaviest 
lisfortone  that  could  befall  us. 

That  freedom  and  science  can  be  kept  alive 
mongst  a  people  only  by  an  extensive  intercourse 
ith  the  rest  of  the  world,  a  glance  at  the  condi- 
on  of  nations,  ancient  and  modem,  clearly  estab- 
shes.  In  the  whole  range  of  history,  we  find 
lose  nations  only  enlightened,  powerful^  and  free, 
-ho  have  cultivated  an  extensive  foreign-  inter* 
jurse :  while  those  whose  Jealous  policy  insulated 
kcm  from  the  other  natioos  of  the  earth  have 
ien  ignorant  and  slavuh  in  proportion  to  the 
igne  of  seclusion  they  hare  practised.  Of  this 
tter  description,  the  Chinese,  Persians,  and 
urks,  (and,  indeed,  the  whole  of  the  eastern 
ooarchie^)  aSati  most  deplorable  specimens. 
Consideniiff  the  whole  sntem  of  bcnmties,  mon- 
oUea,  and  protecting  duties,  aa  tending,  in  all  its 


bearings,  to  interrupt  the  pros^rity,  deteriorate 
the  morals,  and  subvert  the  liberties  of  oar  citizens, 
we  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicit  your  bonora- 
Ue  Houses  to  protect  us  from  those  evils,  by  dia- 
embarrassing  every  species  of  industry  from  all 
artificial  impediments  and  restraints^  as  far  aa  may 
be  consistent  with  the  production  of  the  necessary 
revenue,  and  I«iving  them  to  the  aturest  of  all  pro- 
tection— their  own  utility,  and  the  interest  of  tboae 
engaged  in  them. 

RICHARD  FIELD, 

President  DeUffatim,  pro  tm. 
EoHinfo  RuFfiN,  Seentaty. 


[Commnnicsted  to  the  Senate,  December  2S,  18S0.] 

Clabkbtillb,  Mboklerbdrq  Co.,  Va. 

DeemAer  7, 1820. 
To  the  Omgrm  of  the  United  Statet:  The  meinorial 
of  the  Roanoke  AgrumUwral  Soei^y : 

Your  memorialists  b^  leave  to  represent,  that 
the  section  of  country  m  which  they  reside  has 
hithCTto  been  marked  for  its  quiet  acquiescence  in 
the  will  of  the  constituted  authoritieiu  and  a  be- 
coming obedience  to  their  dietatea.  Removed  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  sphere  of  politi- 
cal action,  they  have  hitherto  been  contented 
to  remain  silent  (though  not  uninterested)  obser- 
vers of  public  measures.  The  majority  of  the 
people  consisting  of  independent  hust«ndmen, 
they  are  willing  that  the  affairs  of  Government 
should  be  left  to  the  guidance  of  those  to  whom 
they  have  been  intrusted,  so  long  as  a  due  regard 
of  their  rights  and  interests  is  observed.  Believing 
that  the  course  of  public  measures  hitherto  has, 
in  ^neral,  been  conducive  to  the  public  weal,  their 
voice  has  not  on  any  former  occasion  been  ob- 
truded on  the  ear  of  your  honorable  body.  But 
their  silence  has  not  proceeded  from  a  disr^rd 
or  an  ignorance  of  those  rights  and  interests. 
They  would  consida  themselves  unworthy  of  the 
high  political  enjoymentato  which  they  have  been 
solong  accustomed,  could  they  contonplate  with 
apathy  the  inrasion  of  the  one  or  a  wilful  neglect 
of  the  other. 

The  tariff  bill  introduced  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  and  which,  it  is  apprehended,  may  again 
be  introduced  at  the  present,  could  not  fail  to  agi- 
tate the  feelings  and  excite  the  alarm  of  your  me- 
morialists. In  that  measure  they  perceive  a  blow 
aimed  at  their  welfare,  which  the  voice  of  self- 
defence  calls  on  them  to  endeavor  to  avert.  It  is 
deemed  unnecessary  to  enter  into  details  for  the 
purpose  of  exposing  to  your  honorable  body  the 
tmpcUcy  and  tvdvatice  of  attempting  to  encourage 
mannnctorea  by  legislative  mterposition.  The 
good  sense  of  every  reflecting  mind,  the  wisdom 
of  stotesmeo,  and  univeraai  expmence,  bear  de- 
cisive testimony  a^inat  auch  interposition. 

The  peculiar  circQmstances  or  each  country 
must  point  to  the  pursuita  of  its  inhabitants.  In 
one  like  ours,  reaching  to  every  clime,  and  em- 
bracing every  soil,  with  a  population  thinly  scat- 
tered over  it,  agrieultare  is  the  occupation  to  which 
its  inhabitants  naturally  look.  They  poaseaa  suffi- 
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cient  intdligeace  to  perceive  the  path  c£  their  in- 
tercBt,  withoat  hariiw  it  pointed  out  to  them  by 
their  law-makers;  ana  so  soon  is  it  shall  become 
their  iaterest  to  betake  themselves  from  one  occu- 
patioa  to  another,  they  will  do  so  without  legisla- 
tive  compulsion;  and,  until  tbey  lead  the  way,  it 
will  be  worse  than  folly  to  force  them. 

It  is  an  axiom  in  political  economy,  that  when 
a  nation  can  import  cheaper  than  she  can  manu- 
facture, she  should  not  pretend  to  set  up  workshops 
of  her  own,  but  should  lely  on  those  of  her  neigh- 
bors i  for  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  if  the 
same  labor  deroted  to  raising  produceand  export- 
ing it  fur  exchange  will  procure  more  in  the  way 
of  manufactures  than  if  employed  in  manufac- 
turing^ the  fruits  of  the  national  industry  will  be 
diminish^  by  manu&eturing.  Sach  is  precisely 
the  situation  of  this  country.  None  are  so  igno- 
rant as  not  to  know  that  we  import  better  and 
cheaper  than  we  can  mana&ctnre  onraelres.  In- 
deed, the  simple  fact  of  the  requisition  of  jffohibi- 
tory  duties  speaks  more  than  a  volume  on  the 
subject.  If  our  own  manufactures  were  of  equal 
quality  with  and  cheaper  than  those  imported, 
they  would  have  nothing  to  fear  from  forei^  com- 
petition; but  it  is  because  th^y  are  inferior  and 
dearer  that  their  sickly  tone  is  heard  praying  for 
protection. 

Your  memorialists  would  beg  leave  to  direct 
your  attentioa  to  what  has  been  said  of  our  pro- 
tecting duties  by  European  politicians  of  great  ce- 
lebrity. The  Edinburgh  reviewers,  speaking  of 
our  manufacturing  interest,  remark:  "Had  the 
Americans  acted  wisely^  they  would  have  left  this 
new  interest  to  defend  its  own  resources;  but,  in 
humble  imitation  of  the  wisdom  of  their  ances- 
tors, they  immediately  set  about  fostering  and 
dandling'  the  ricketty  bantling;  and,  to  save  it 
from  the  effect  of  foreign  competition,  increased 
the  duty  on  imported  cotton  and  woollen  goods 
from  12^  to  25  per  cent.  This  increase  of  duty, 
(or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  this  addition  of  12^ 
per  cent,  to  tbe  price  of  all  the  cotton  and  woollen 
cloths  made  use  of  by  the  American  people,)  not 
having  been  found  sufficient  to  protect  those  rash 
and  imprudent  speculators  who  had  engaged  in  a 
branch  of  industry  which,  they  must  have  been 
certain,  could  only  exist  by  means  of  a  monopoly. 
Congress  have  favorably  entertained  a  proposal 
for  making  so  large  an  addition  to  tbe  present  du- 
ties as  WW  go  lar  to  render  them  prohibitory. 
Now,  we  feeTperfectly  assured  that  nothing  but 
the  example  of  Great  Britain  cmild  ever  have  in- 
duced the  American  Legislature  to  listen  for  a 
moment  to  so  moiutrous  a  proposal.  The  bound- 
less extent  of  fertile  and  unappropriated  land  in 
that  country  must,  for  ages- to  come,  render  the 
raising  of  raw  produce  the  most  profitable  species 
of  industry  in  which  her  citizens  can  possiUy  en- 
gage ;  and  any  attempt  to  encoura^  the  premar 
rare  growth  of  manufactures,  by  forcing  the  in- 
vestment of  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  capital 
of  the  country  in  a  less  productive  employment, 
must  occasion  a  proportional  diminution  of  the 
power  to  accumulate  stock,  and  of  the  wealth  and 
riches  of  the  country." 


Deeply  impressed  with  the  truth  of  ihM » 
roarks^  your  memorialists  are  oompdled  touoik 
to  feelings  of  favoritism  alone  the  <^ioii  evt 
which  has  been  manifested  of  Uiis  **iiewiBteni* 
For  the  purpose  of  foreii^  and  punpaiiu  i  peq 
and  comparatively  insi^iificant  msniinElnn^ 
interest,  agriculture  is  attempted  to  be  ghtmif 
taxed,  our  revenue  diminished,  and  commmt,ii 
a  great  measure,  destroyed.  Thus  raiMd,iiwill 
be  like  the  production  oi  a  hot-bed  fomi  oni  d 
season;  its  curiosity  maysurpris^  but  itcaimr 
ripen  into  any  degree  of  usemlness. 

But  there  are  other  conaiderali«is,  coutciid 
with  our  political  institutions  and  sitiiiIioii,vltkb 
may  be  suggested.  No  condition  is  so  wdl  ol- 
ciliated  to  lUfipire  feelings  of  freedom  and 
dence  as  that  of  the  agrioiltnrist  wbo  coliinia 
his  own  soil;  none  so  fitted  to  debase ari 
grade  as  that  of  the  hireling  inaaQfiiclnn,fb» 
dgirads  fw  his  sustenance  on  the  seutrvigK 
afiorded  him  by  his  wealthy  aaployer.  To  af 
alive  those  feeUngs  is  deemed  indispenssbk  u  ■> 
preservation  of  our  republican  franie  of  goTin- 
menu  Every  measure,  then,  whicli  lias  i  u- 
dency  to  increase  the  number  of  the  lit^,w 
decrease  that  of  the  former  descriptioa  of  jof^ 
tioo,  weakens  the  pillars  by  which  that  fniotfi 
government  is  supported.  To  your  wiidomiiB 
left  to  determine  whether,  in  the  hour  of  iDp<» 
ing  peril,  we  should  look  for  defence  to  nt 
sweepings  of  our  manufactures  or  to  the  jeomtrf 
of  our  country. 

Again :  identity  of  feeling  and  iaterBt  is  at 
cement  of  our  Union.  Without  the 
parts  of  our  confederacy  must  bu^  ""'J?^ 
together  to  wiUistand  the  justowwhitowtK 
exposed.  That  identity  would  bednWI"  "!f* 
rigid  system  of  prohitatory  duties.  lnfltti»"< 
of  man,  it  cannot  be  expected  thst  the  igriwjww 
and  comm^cial  portions  of  the  Uniw  coiud  o- 
perience  any  other  feeling  than  that  of  t«»- 
terest  hatred  towards  the  manufactnniig  wio^ 
by  whom  they  would  be  burdened  to  the  uog 
of  their  power  to  bear;  they  would  cease  to  w 
as  members  of  one  great  family-  ,„ 

We  have  no  favors  to  ask  at  the  hand*  ot  w^" 
ernment.   All  we  require  is,  to  beleft  '*'?''~!^ 
and  to  our  own  resources.  As  we  ''''•''Tu 
interfere  with  others^  we  hope  and  tnot  sot" 
interfered  with. 

We  therefore  respectfully  pray  t^*""'??^ 
tation  of  duties  may  take  place  which  vui 
any  other  object  than  an  ineietse  of  reroiQe^ 
THOMAS  M.  NELSON, 


CuARLEB  L.  WiNonfiLi^  SecrMafj. 


DUTY  ON  BALES  AT  AUCTIOK- 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  JsnBuy.  ^'^L 
n  the  honorable  tlu  SetuiU  md  Bom  of 

Uveeo/the  Untied  Stoto  «  Omv^*  j 
The  memorial  of  the  sutacriben,  «t^f*w 
the  city  of  New  York,  iwpectfiilly  ' 
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your  memwialists  are  engaged  in  an  extensire  baai- 
ness,  whose  general  influence  upon  other  branch^ 
of  trade  has  of  late  become  a  subject  of  much  con- 
troversy. Your  honorable  bodies  were,  at  your  last 
session,  petitioned,  by  those  who  consider  the  inter- 
estsof  commerce  as  unfavorablyaSected  by  the  greet 
extent  of  auction  sales,  to  adopt  such  restrictive  mea- 
sures as  woi^d  tend  to  limit  or  suppress  them.  On 
the  failure  of  the  effort  at  that  time,  no  means  were 
left  unattempted  by  which  tiie  discordant  interests 
of  the  different  classes  of  the  community  might  be 
united  in  furthontDce  of  this  enterprise ;  and  the 
application  is  now  renewed,  supported  by  more 
powerful  influeoe^  and  urged  with  greater  zeal. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  disclaim  the  in- 
teution  of  u^ng  their  unimportant  interests  upon 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  bodi^.  Their  re- 
monstnuice  is  grounded  upon  principles  distinct 
from  any  motives  of  private  consideration,  which, 
they  are  aware,  would  have  but  little  influence  on 
your  decision.  Their  object  in  addressing  you  is 
to  give  such  practical  informatioo  as  will  lead  to  a 
just  estimate  of  the  nature  of  their  business,  and 
correct  the  misconceptions  that  may  have  preju- 
diced the  inquiry. 

The  result  of  your  deliberations  on  this  import- 
ant subject  will  materially  affect  the  whole  course 
of  trade.  A  system  which  has  gradually  grown 
into  importance;  which  has  been  improved,  ma- 
tured, and,  they  nught  almost  say,  perfected; 
wbico  necessity  originated,  and  acknowledged  ad- 
vantages have  continued  and  enlarged,  wiU  be  es- 
tablished as  a  safe  and  salutary  medium  of  sale, 
or  suppressed  as  a  dangerous  and  pernicious  agency. 
Your  memorialists  cheerfully  submit  their  interests 
to  the  decision  of  your  honorable  bodies  on  the 
merits  of  this  question,  and  would  humbly  suggest 
whether  a  subject  of  this  moment  should  not  be 
approached  with  respect  ai^d  delicacy;  whether 
it  does  not  merit  the  most  careful  deliberation; 
an.d  whether  the  argument  and  evidence  that  in- 
vo-lve  the  interests  of  the  whole  shonld  not  out- 
weigh the  clamors  of  a  few. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  request  the  in- 
dulgent attention  of  your  honorable  bodies  to  a 
brief  exposition  of  the  general  natureof  th«r  busi- 
ness, and  of  their  manner  of  conducting  it ;  and  to 
the  correctness  of  their  TepresentatitHu  they  pledge 
their  individual  and  collective  respectability.  Your 
honorable  bodies  will  perceive,  from  this  detail  of 
their  general  jvactice,  that  there  is  nothing  to  urar- 
rant  the  charges  of  fraud  and  deception  which 
have  been  u^d  against  sales  at  auction,  and  that, 
in  yielding  to  pofwlar  impressions  derived  from 
the  objectionauG  mode  of  conducting  the  business 
which  formerly  prevailed,  the  opponents  of  the 
trade  must  have  overlooked  its  actual  importance 
and  respectability.  Were  evidence  necessary  to 
disprove  these  calumnies,  it  would  be  found  in  the 
unlimited  confidence  reposed  in  your  memorialists; 
and  the  slightest  investigation  would  have  oor^ 
rected  a  position  at  variance  with  the  very  nature 
of  the  business. 

Your  memorialists,  in  the  statement  offered  to 
your  honorable  bodies,  have  conflned  themselves 
,  to  that  branch  of  the  tnde  which  has  been  repre- 


sented as  pcodaetive  of  the  most  extennve  injary— 
that  is,  the  public  sale  of  imported  dry  goods. 
Other  commodities  of  every  kind  are  sold  under 
similar  regulations ;  it  would  be  obtrusive  on  your 
patience  to  particularize  each. 

Sales  of  dry  goods  are  made  at  auction  by  the 
package  or  by  the  piece ;  and  this  is  the  only  im- 
portant distinction  to  be  observed  in  all  the  varieties 
of  the  trade.  Package  sales,  being  more  import- 
ant in  amount,  and  more  attractive,  by  the  assort- 
ments of  merchandise  they  combine,  excite  moM 
intorest,  and  are  attaided  with  greatest  competion. 
When  the  sale  is  of  magaitade,  it  is  jrenerally  ad- 
vertised in  the  principal  commercial  cities,  with  an 
enumeration  oi  the  ulides  to  be  sold.  Printed 
catak^es  are  prepared,  specifying  the  term  of  cre- 
dit, with  the  other  conditions  of  sale,  and  detailing 
the  contents  of  each  package,  the  nnmber  of  pieces, 
the  varieties  of  quality,  by  number  or  otherwise, 
and  the  lengths ;  all  of  which  are  guarantied  to 
the  purchasers.  The  widths  are  also  io  some 
instances  specified,  but  always  with  a  reservation 
expressed  in  the  conditions  of  the  sale,  on  the 
printed  catalogues,  or  published  by  verbal  ex- 
planation, that  there  is  on  that  point  no  war- 
ranty, except  that  the  goods  not  exhibited  shall 
corre«pond  in  this  as  welt  as  in  every  other  re- 
spect with  the  samples  shown.  This  exception 
is  made  to  the  genoal  guarantee  to  the  purchaser, 
as  well  to  protect  the  sdler  from  arlHtrary  and  tu- 
reasonable  claims  as  to  estaUish  the  general  rule 
that  no  description  of  width  can  be  depended  upon 
with  as  much  security  as  the  evidence  of  actual 
observation ;  it  being  well  understood  that  Britidi 
cotton  goods  are  universally  invoiced  at  more  than 
their  actodi  width,  whether  they  are  of  the  finest  or 
most  inferior  (jualily,  put  up  for  public  or  private 
sale.  The  tnisrepresentation  has  become  sanc- 
tioned by^universal  practice,  and  is  innocent  be- 
cause notorious.  It  is  no  more  supposed  that  goods 
invoiced  as  six-fourths  of  a  yard,  and  measuring 
but  a  yard,  will  produce  more  in  consequence  of 
the  exf^geratioQ,  than  that  the  United  States'  duty 
will  be  calculated  by  the  custom-house  on  the  in- 
voice width  rather  than  upon  the  actual  measure- 
ment. 

The  packages  are  arranged  in  lots  correqiond- 
ing  with  their  numbers  on  the  catalwue,  and  are 
^Aihiied  someUmes  two  entire  days  bnbre  the  sale, 
sometimes  but  one;  the  length  of  the  exhibition 
being  regulated  by  the  magnitude  of  the  sale. 
When  the  goods  are  prepared  for  inspection,  the 
purchasers  are  invited  by_public  notice  in  the  pa- 
pers to  examine  them.  Where  it  is  necessary  for 
an  advantageous  examination,  whole  [mckages  are 
opened  and  displayed ;  where  it  can  be  made  with 
more  convenience  from  samples,  one  or  more 
pieces  of  each  quality  are  exhibited ;  and  where 
there  ate  many  packages  exactly  corresponding, 
one  only  is  shown. 

Pattern  cards  are  exhibited  displaying  the  assort- 
ment of  colors,  Ac.  The  purchaser  receives  every 
information  and  facility  that  can  contribute  to  his 
convenience  and  protect  him  from  mistake.  The 
goods  are  arranged  with  so  much  attention  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  pnrchasns,  that  three  or 
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four  hundred  jwckages  may  be  examined  with  care 
and  accuracy  in  ooe  day. 

On  the  day  of  sale  the  purchasers  assemble,  each 
prepared  with  a  catalogue  marked  with  bis  esti- 
mate of  the  value  of  the  articles  wanted ;  a  prac- 
tice that  not  only  guards  the  buyer  against  any 
disadvantageous  excitement  which  competition 
naturally  produces,  and  refers  him  to  the  ddiber- 
ate  opinion  formed  upon  careful  examination  be- 
finre  tae  sale,  but  also  promotes  a  general  knowl- 
edge of  merehandiM  in  every  variety,  and  creates 
a  Qsefnt  regbter  of  the  flaetuations  of  the  market, 
as  these  catalc^es  are  s^nerally  preserved,  with 
notes  in  the  maigin  of  the  prices  at  which  every 
article  has  been  sold.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  sale  the  conditions  are  recaiiitalated  by  the  auc- 
tioneer, among  which  is  a  provision  that  no  allow- 
ance will  be  made  for  damage  or  deficiency  afler 
the  goods  have  left  the  city,  (a  regulation  at  once 
equitable  and  necessary.)  as  otherwise  there  would 
be  no  protection  for  the  auctioneer  in  the  settle- 
me&t  01  his  accounts,  or  for  the  seller  against  the 
fraudulent  claims  of  strangers.  This  being,  how- 
ever, at  all  times  a  declared  condition,  the  publicity 
of  the  rule  insures  the  prompt  examination  of  the 
goods.  All  merchandise  bold  at  public  auction  is 
warranted  by  the  auctioneer  to  be  ^rfect  in  the 
manufacture,  free  from  damage  and  impnfection, 
of  the  quantity  specified,  and  of  fair  merehaDtable 
character,  as  r^rds  the  description  of  width  and 
size.  For  this  the  auctioneer  is  held  liable,  as 
well  as  for  every  delusion  calculated  to  deceive  the 
senses  or  betray  the  judgment.  The  auctioneer  is 
not  only  legally  and  by  common  practice  is  res- 
ponsible for  the  correctness  of  his  merchandise,  hut 
It  is  deemed  a  point  of  honor  and  of  common  jus- 
tice to  expose  every  art  by  which  the  interests  of 
the  purchaser  would  be  sacrificed ;  and  it  is  no  un  • 
common  thing  for  the  buyer  to  acquire  the  first  in- 
formation of  fraud  from  the  auctioneer  himself. 
The  security  to  the  purchaser  is,  however,  neces- 
sarily subject  to  limitation ;  and  public  notice  is 
always  given  that  claims  of  all  kinds  must  be 
made  wiuin  a  specified  i«rtod.  Immediate  redress 
is  obtained  for  deficiencies  and  damages  reported 
within  that  time.  The  deficiencies,  being  properly 
certified,  are  promptlv  allowed :  the  damages  are 
settled  by  return  of  the  goods,  or  by  the  appraise- 
mmt  of  disinterested  persons  appointed  by  tlie  auc- 
tioneer and  the  purchaser.  The  period  established 
for  the  required  report  of  claims  is  a  matter  of  con- 
vention between  the  auctioneer  and  the  buyers  at 
the  sale ;  it  bein^;,  however,  understood  that  errors 
of  all  kinds  which  arise  from  the  ncslect  or  inac- 
cnracy  of  the  sdler  or  his  agent  will  at  any  time 
be  corrected. 

The  nature  of  this  business^  by  which  sates  are 
effected  and  accounts  closed  with  so  much  despatch, 
absolutely  requires  that  the  stipulations  specified 
should  he  rigidly  enforced ;  and  those  regulations 
cannot  be  deemed  disadvantageous  by  which  care, 
pimctDBlity,  and  momplitude  are  promoted. 

Your  memorialists  have  entned  into  a  more  par- 
ticular detail  of  thb  part  of  their  system,  because 
the  frauds  of  Briti^  agents  and  others  are  alleged 
» the  prominent  olqeetion  against  auction  sa^ 


Practical  evidence  is  not  wanting  that  imposi- 
tion is  most  efiectually  gtiarded  against  hy  the  vof 
means  which  it  is  said  encourage  and  promote  it 
Ttie  average  amount  of  deduction  made  fros 
package  sales  of  British  dry  goods,  for  claims  d 
every  nature,  will  not  equal  the  one^ixteenth  of 
one  per  cent. ;  and  it  is  rarely  that  any  other  causes 
of  complaint  occur  than  an  accidental  deficiency 
or  an  unavoidaUe  damage.  Claims  \maed  upon 
the  suspicion  or  the  discovery  of  fraud  are  so  un- 
usual, and  would  tend  so  much  to  the  disoedit  of 
the  proprietor  of  the  goods,  that  manjr,  if  not  all  i 
of  your  memorialists,  would  esteem  it  snffieieat  I 
grounds  to  decline  the  transaction  of  farther  boa- 
ness  with  the  person  attempting  the  deceit.  Tom 
honorable  bodies  will  perceive,  from  this  simple 
stBtement,  how  groundless  is  the  charge  against 
auction  sales  of  encouraging  deception,  that  the  evil 
which  is  made  the  basis  of  all  the  objection  against 
them  is  but  imaginary. 

Your  memorialists  have  detailed  every  part  of 
their  practice  in  the  management  of  package  sale 
which  can  be  of  any  importance  in  estaUishinga 
correct  understanding  of  the  nature  of  their  b«i' 
ness.  Rice  sales  are  conducted  on  the  same  sea- 
era!  principles,  but  difier  in  many  particnlan. 
Package  sales  are  resorted  to  when  entire  caigon 
are  to  w  sold,  or  where  the  quantitv  of  goods  is 
too  great  to  be  disposed  of  in  detail.  lArge  as- 
sortm«its  of  mereiundise  are  daily  o&red  at  the 
piece  sales,  where  packages  are  opened,  and  the 
goods  sold  in  small  or  large  lots,  as  may  most  tend 
to  the  interest  of  the  seller  and  the  convoiieoee  of 
the  purchaser.  These  sales  are  regular  and  syste- 
matic, being  held  by  each  autioneer  of  extensive 
business  on  two  or  more  specified  days  in  each 
'  week,  and  are  principally  depended  upon  by  the 
retailers  as  welf  as  the  larger  dealers  for  their  \ini- 
form  supplies ;  they  are  held  under  the  same  im- 
plied regulations  which  govern  sales  by  the  pack- 
age. Every  article  is  opened  and  exhibited  on 
shelves  on  the  morning  of  the  sale ;  a  sample  piece 
of  every  package,  as  it  is  offered  by  the  auctioneer, 
is  displayed  upon  a  counter  for  examination,  and 
several  others  distributed  among  the  companv  in 
the  original  folds;  the  rest  of  the  package^  if  of 
similar  quality,  is  sold  in  oMer ;  but  the  same  pro- 
cess takes  place  whenever  any  difierence  in  Talur 
exists,  or  where  the  accommodation  of  the  pin- 
chasers  makes  it  necessary.  Ample  time  is  gives 
during  the  sale  to  examine  accurately  every  article 
as  it  IS  ofiered ;  and  the  purchaser,  in  every  respeet, 
is  secured  against  error  and  imposition,  by  an  open 
and  unlimited  display  of  the  merchandise,  and  hj 
the  public  proclamation  of  every  circumstance 
known  to  the  auctioneer  which  may  tend  to  en- 
hance or  depreciate  its  value.  Where  concealment 
has  been  used  by  the  proprietor  of  the  goods,  it  b 
necessarily  detected  in  their  free  exposure  to  in- 
spection. Articles  imported  of  a  specific  l^gtb, 
which  are  sold  by  the  piece,  are  guarantied  of  the 
usual  leuffth.  By  these  means  the  purchaser  has 
the  double  advantage  of  being  allowed  in  the  first 
instance  to  examine  minutdy,  and  of  afkenrarda 
being  relieved,  if  he  has  been  unwarily  ieedrei. 
It  is  a  general  regulation,  that  eUinu  for  dedoetiou 
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must  be  made  the  day  after  the  sale :  but  they  are 
generalljr  allowed  if  notice  is  given  before  the  set- 
tlement.  These  precautions  operate  only  upon 
obvious  damage,  or  apon  deficiencies  which  arj 
erident,  or  mi^t  with  ease  have  been  ascertained : 
tbey  are  intended  to  guard  against  the  neglect  of 
the  purchaser,  not  to  protect  the  frauds  of  the 
seller.  In  cases  where  it  can  be  satisfactorily 
proved  that  goods  have  been  put  up  with  intent  to 
deceive,  no  exertion  is  wanting  un  the  part  of  the 
auctioneer  to  remedy  any  injury  sustained  in  con- 
sequence. 

A  credit  of  three,  four,  or  six  months,  is  usuaUy 
given  00  sales  by  the  piece,  where  the  amount 
purchased  exceeds  $100,  and  approved  security  is 
always  required  br  the  auctioneer.  Legal  interest 
is  allowed  for  cash  payment:  and  men  of  limited 
meansjbyaeombination  of  their  purchases,  secure 
the  credit  which  is  at  all  times  conrenieDt,  and 
frequently  necessary—their  united  responsibility 
being  admitted  for  amounts  for  which  eithn  in- 
dividual would  not  be  accepted.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  these  transactions  take  place  daily, 
and  that  the  supplies  so  obtained  are  essential  to 
the  support  of  numerow!  inferior  estabiisbments, 
the  importance  and  value  of  the  accommodation 
will  be  erident 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that 
the  system  of  public  sales,  in  theory  combining  ad- 
vantages and  facilities  which  establish  its  utility 
in  extensive  markets,  is  attended  in  practice  with 
that  despatch,  accuracy,  and  convenience,  which 
alone  have  extended  its  operations  and  confirmed 
its  necessity.  It  has  long  been  the  honorable  dis- 
tinction of  ourcommerciu  transactions,  that  frauds 
on  the  revenue  are  scarcely  known;  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  auction  sales  bave  had  an  influence 
in  establishing  this  character  for  mercantile  purity, 
inasmuch  as  they  encoora^  so  strict  and  impar- 
tial an  examination  of  all  imported  merchandise ; 
that  if  imposiiioD  should  elude  the  vigilance  of 
custom-house  oflkers,  it  cannot  escape  the  indtis- 
trious  observation  of  a  trading  community,  which 
is  ever  watchful  to  detect  fraud,  and  prompt  in 
proclaiming  it  Let  not,  then,  auction  sales  be 
charged  with  the  encouragement  of  a  species  of 
iniquity  which  does  not  in  tmth  exist,  and  which 
it  is  at  least  {Hresumable  they  have  had  ao  influ- 
ence in  suppressing. 

As  the  poblic  revenue  is  guarded  from  injory 
by  the  intervention  of  auction  salex,  so  also  do  the 
purchaser  and  consumer  obtain,  through  this  im- 
partial medium,  undoubted  assurance  of  the  secu- 
rity of  their  transactions.  No  artful  mode  of  ex- 
hibition can  be  used  to  ensnare  the  inexperienced ; 
the  examination  of  goods  is  deliberate  and  cau- 
liouK ;  and  it  is  fully  m  the  power  of  the  buyer  to 
protect  himself  against  the  possibility  of  error. 
He  deals  not,  as  in  private  contract,  with  one 
whose  interest  it  is  to  deceive ;  his  bargain  is  made 
with  an  unbiassed  agent,  whose  interest  it  is  to 
ixpose  dec«>tion J  and  in  all  eases  of  iqjnry  he 
.ooks  for  redress  nt>m  a  disinterested  source. 

Goods  of  inferior  quality,  of  cheap  and  tempo- 
rary dftf  of  specious  appearance,  and  alight  fabric, 


may  be  collected  and  exhibited  as  evidences  of  de- 
ception encouraged  by  auction  sales. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  tlut 
the  evidence  submitted  by  them  to  your  honorable 
bodies  must,  if  admitted  as  correct,  be  conclusive 
that  merchandise  exhibited  for  public  sale  cannot 
be  estimated  otherwise  than  at  iu  actual  value: 
or,  if  its  apparent  value  be  heightened  by  artificial 
means,  that  the  responsibility  of  the  auctioneer  is 
pledged  foF  the  exposure  of  the  artifice.  What  is 
It,  then,  that  eneoiuages  the  introduction  into  oax 
market  of  articles  of  worthless  fabric  7  UndouU- 
edly  it  mnst  be  their  <»irrenev  with  the  consumer, 
who  has  no  immediate  and  direct  dealings  with 
the  auctioneer,  but  obtains  them  from  the  jobber, 
who,  himself  perfectly  aware  of  their  intrinsic 
value;  promotes  their  imTOrtation,  by  being  the 
|H-incipal  aeent  in  their  distribution.  Your  me- 
morialists do  not,  by  any  means,  intend  to  repel 
this  charge  by  the  imputation  of  unworthy  motives 
to  any  other  class  of  men ;  they  are  of  opinion 
that  goods  of  inferior  fabric  are  necessary  for  the 
consumption  of  the  country,  and  that  the  prices  at 
which  tbey  are  sold  universally  correspond  with 
their  valne.  The  dressing,  the  glazing,  and  deco- 
rations employed  in  the  preparation  of  inferior 
British  manufactures  for  this  and  oiher  markets 
are  so  notorious  that  they  do  not  deceive  the  most 
inexperienced.  These  are  not  new  Inventions; 
nor  have  the  hiunbler  classes  of  the  commnnitjr 
but  lately  learned  to  clothe  themselves  m  articles 
of  cheap  but  showy  fhbric  The  custom,  how- 
ever, is  falling  into  disuse,  and  a  taste  for  more 
simple  and  substantial  merchandise  b^ns  to  fve- 
vail.  As  far  as  regards  the  employment  of  fraud 
in  the  sale  of  goow  through  the  medium  of  auc- 
tions, it  jnresents  itself  so  rarely  to  the  observation 
of  your  memorialists  that  they  cannot  but  doubt 
its  prevalence,  and  would  rather,  from  their  expe- 
rience, esteem  it  a  matter  of  congratulation  that 
the  country  merchant  can  come  into  the  market 
in  the  confidence  of  ascertained  good  faith  and 
faimen,  than  believe  there  can  be  reason  to  call 
either  in  question. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  the 
periodical  exposure  of  Urge  and  general  assort- 
ments of  merchandise  at  puUic  sate  mnst  have  a 
tendency  to  promote  the  convenience  of  those  who 
resifft  to  the  |preat  commercial  marts  for  their  «!► 
plies,  while  u  benefits  the  importer  by  the  conse- 
quent increase  of  competition.  If  distant  pur- 
chasers are  attracted  by  public  notice  to  large  and 
valuable  sales,  wboe  they  may  carefully  examine 
the  assortments  that  are  offered,  efiect  their  pur- 
chases, and  accomplish  all  their  business  in  so 
short  a  period  ;  if  the  holders  of  goods  may,  with 
so  much  despatch  and  certainty,  complete  the 
sale  of  whole  invoices,  at  the  current  market 
prices,  with  full  protection  against  all  risk,  and 
secure  the  advantages  of  prompt  remittances,  ac- 
commodations and  benefits  most  result,  that  would 
at  least  counterbalance  many  evils,  if,  indeed,  the 
existence  of  any  had  been  proved.  When  new 
{dans  or  inrincimes  are  sonested,  encouraged,  and 
estaUidwd ;  wnm  men  of^different  interests  and 
views  coiiMide  in  their  adoption}  when,  after 
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long  and  successful  experiment,  they^  are  con- 
firmed and  become  unirersal,  it  u  a  common  and 
reasonable  inference  tbat  their  popalarity  is  the 
resalt  of  admitted  atilitr.  On  what  other  reason- 
ing can  it  be  explained,  that,  with  a  powerful  in- 
terest in  opposition,  auctions  hare  become,  in  most 
of  our  commercial  cities,  so  considerable  a  me- 
dian of  sale,  that  both  classes  of  the  mercantile 
commonity,  the  buyers  and  sellers,  hare  united  in 
supporting  them?  There  can  be  no  donbt  that 
when  public  conrenience  no  longer  requires  their 
ittterraccDce,  they  will  utorally  and  npidlj  dt- 
eline,  withoat  legislatiTe  interpoBition. 

To  those  whose  operations  are  condnetcd  on  an 
hamUe  scale,  the  aoumnt  of  whose  pnrebases 
most  necessarily  be  le^nUted  by  their  daily  sales, 
the  aappression  of  auctions  would  be  a  fatal  anddis- 
tressing  Mow.  This  numerous  class  is  dependent 
on  puuie  sales  for  their  regular  assortments ;  tbdr 
reapMisibiUtT,  though  not  adequate  to  purchases 
of  magnituae,  is  yet  sufficient,  by  mnlnal  union 
and  BDpport,  for  their  small  but  frequent  obl^^ 
ti<»s :  Baring  an  established  credit,  they  are  as- 
stUed  in  the  adrantageous  employment  of  their 
capital,  while  their  interconrse  wiu  the  auction- 
eer gives  him  that  constant  iufoimation  whidi  is 
his  iMst  security,  aud  insures  the  pradenoeof  their 
engagements.  In  CMomon  with  the  country  mer- 
chant lk9f  owe  to  Mietions  the  adrantage  of  pro- 
enring  their  svm^ies  witiioat  the  necessity  of  in- 
tcroMdinte  profits,  which  are  eridently  a  tax  upon 
the  consumer ;  they  tray  their  goods  at  anetion, 
■nd  the  fifteni  or  twenty  per  cent,  which  would 
bare  formed  the  profits  of  an  interrening  class  is 
sared  to  that  part  of  the  population  by  whom  the 
difference  would  be  most  seusiUy  ielt.  The  coun- 
try merchants  go  into  the  market  on  the  best  terms ; 
the  labor  and  difficulty  of  their  purchases  are  re- 
duced ;  they  select  from  the  daily  assortments  their 
necessary  and  regular  supply,  in  quantities  to  suit 
their  eonreaieuce.  The  price  of  commodities  is 
equalized  between  the  city  and  country  consumer, 
and  reduced  to  both ;  and  the  country  gains  in  the 
saring  of  the  time,  the  industry,  and  resources  of 
her  most  raluafale  citizens.  But  it  is  not  only  in 
their  imioediate  adrnntages  that  auctions  are  a 
public  benefit;  the  influence  o£  the  great  body  of 
strangers,  invited  by  their  facilities,  is  profitably  felt 
ia  erery  department  of  useful  industry,  and  imparl 
aetirity  and  anunation  to  erery  branch  of  trade. 

if,  then,  the  population  of  the  country  is  throng 
anetions,  supplied  with  comforts  and  necessaries 
at  the  cheapest  rate;  if  a  saring  be  efiected  in  the 
most  raluable  resources  of  the  nation,  of  what 
moment  Is  it  that  a  wealthy  and  influential  class 
of  men,  who  are  proroked  to  hostility  hy  the  loss 
of  a  productive  business,  denounce  auctions  as  a 
public  calamity,  and  influence  others  to  unite  with 
them? 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  it 
is  to  the  influence  of  auction  sales  tluit  our  domes- 
tic manufactures  owe  their  introduction  to^eral 
notice  and  tbat  encouragement  and  aid  which  has, 
in  some  measure,  orercome  the  prejudices  that  op- 
posed their  adraneement ;  that  the  raluable  |vo- 
duets  of  aatiTC  industry,  which  puUic  opinion ; 


discouraged  and  condemned,  were  forced  into  asr 
and  estimation.  To  the  manufacturer,  the  aid  of 
the  auction  Imsiness,  as  a  medium  of  sale,  i&  sl- 
I  most  indispensable.  A  law  of  our  Stale  has  bees 
obtained  for  their  encouragement,  by  which  the 
sale  of  domestic  goods  has  been  exempted  fron 
duty;  and  the  great  disproportion  in  nmoant  be- 
tween the  public  and  private  sales  of  our  nonu 
manufactures  sufficiently  disproves  tbesofiponboa 
that  auctions  operate  to  their  diaadnntage.  Those 
manufactoring  establishments  whoae  opantims 
are  sustained  hr  great  tesonrees  mar,  pwhaiwi, 
view  with  iadi«ience  the  decision  oi  this  oms- 
tion ;  but  to  those  of  hnmbler  means,  wlMse  niii- 
ness  is  almost  exclusively  transacted  thraogfa  the 
agency  of  auctioneers,  it  is  of  rast  importance. 

The  small  resources  that  would  be  qaicUy  ex- 
hausted in  limited  enterprise  are,  by  the  wA  of 
auctions,  continued  in  active  circulation.  The 
distress  consequent  upon  the  failure  of  employ- 
ment, during  the  tedious  disposal  of  the  mochaa- 
dise  and  colketion  of  the  proceeds,  is  prevented 
the  promptitude  of  the  sale  and  payments.  Tm 
manu&ctorer  ia  aided  by  the  judgment  and  expe- 
rience of  his  agent,  whicn  render  his  presence  mti 
attendance  unnecessary ;  so  that  his  gooda  are  sold, 
the  raw  materials  purchased,  or  his  uiDds  remiUed, 
while  there  is  no  mterruption  to  his  iodostry ;  aad 
the  time  aad  labor  are  sared  which  woald  be  eta- 
sumed  by  making  sales  of  his  merchandise  ia 
detail. 

It  ia  objected  against  aucUmi  sales  that  they 
have  produced  a  revolution  in  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  originated  the  difficulties  which  it  is 
said  now  oppress  it.  Your  memorialists  would 
respectfully  urge  that  the  decline  of  business  may 
be  attributed  to  more  probable  and  erident  causes 
than  the  extension  of  auction  sales,  which  has^  in 
fact,  resulted  from  the  same  circumstances  that 
proooced  the  decline  in  our  commercial  prosperity, 
and  has  tended  greatiy  to  reltere  the  general  dis- 
tress. It  is  to  the  extravagant  introdaction  of 
foreign  fabrics  after  the  late  war,  when  prc^tafale 
sales  allured  to  importations  far  exceeding  the  or- 
dinary consumption;  to  the  fall  in  the  cosi  oi 
goods  abroad,  when  our  merchants  were  overbor- 
aened  with  a  heavy  stock;  to  the  injudicious 
extension  of  business  at  -a  period  of  hazard  and 
uncertainty ;  to  the  loss  of  serend  important  mad 
profitable  branches  of  trade,  which  employed  oar 
ships  and  seamen,  and  enriched  our  mcrehaati 
and  our  country,  but  of  which  the  unirenal  resto- 
ration of  peace  throughout  Europe  deprired  w: 
to  the  extensire  scale  on  which  the  preearioc 
experiment  of  domestic  manuActures  was  coo- 
menced ;  and  to  the  embarrassments  of  a  disor- 
dered exchange,  that  commercial  distress  is  to  be 
referred;  and  practical  men  are  aware  that  thr 
interference  of  auction  sales  alone  could  hare  pre- 
vented a  more  extensire  ruin,  by  their  f<m:«d  dis- 
tribution of  goods  throughout  the  conntrr*  at  s 
rate  which  relieved  our  importers,  tfaouq^  ataa 
admitted  sacrifice.  Such  were  the  causes  which 
produced  the  mdual  decline  of  our  commercial 
promerity,  and  creitted  tliat  xeaetion  in  oar  mer- 
caniile  anoation  from  whose  shook  we  ne  bat 
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tow  recorering.  But  on  what  groands  can  it  be 
irged  that  the  present  character  of  our  trade  is 
maousl  The  day  of  comnercial  disaster  has 
Mssed  away  with  the  extravagant  cnterprm  that 
>roduced  it;  and  commerce,  reriving,  asks  but 
reedom  from  restraint  and  liberty  of  action.  A 
afe  and  adrantageoos  intamal  trade  employs  the 
capital  and  industry  of  one  part  of  the  mercantile 
sommunity ;  while  our  foreign  intercourse*,  estab- 
ished  upon  secure  and  beneficial  principles,  in- 
'ites  the  enterprise  of  the  other.  The  mass  of  old 
;oods,  the  surplus  of  former  ezcessire  importa- 
ioDs,  has  been  disposed  of,  and  a  field  opened  for 
I  lacratire  tnde.  CommCTeial  credit  and  eonfi- 
lence  are  established ;  aud  though  our  own  pro- 
luce  but  scantily  rewards  the  Ubor  of  the  hus- 
landman,  (an  evil  certainly  not  attributable  to 
laetim  sales.)  yet  foreign  manu&ctnres  and  pro- 
luce  genenlly  have  fallen  pioportiouably,  while 
he  improvement  of  our  domestic  exchanges  de- 
wtes  a  composed  and  settled  state  of  things. 

Our  importers  have,  during  the  last  season,  en- 
oyed  a  trade  that  has  well  rewarded  their  enter- 
irise.  Our  ouirket  has  been  enlivened  by  strangers 
rom  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  and  presented  a 
cene  of  activity  and  successful  industry  that  soffi- 
liently  relieves  auctions  from  the  chargeof  having 
'fiected  a  rainous  change  in  the  character  of  oar 
rade. 

Your  memorialists  are  represented  as  holding 
in  importaut  and  dangerous  monopoly.  On  the 
:oDtr»y,  it  is  their  influence  in  destroying  the 
lower  01  nonopolizing  that  renders  them  of  pab- 
ie  service.  Thev  are  a  barrier  to  that  inordinate 
ranntb  of  emulation  which  is  in  direct  opposi- 
ion  to  the  principles  of  a  secure  and  moderate 
rade.  They  prevent  the  involvement  of  capi- 
al  in  the  attempt  to  engross  scarce  and  desirable 
trtielcs,  and  those  ruinous  combinations  of  exten- 
ive  deaUn  which  lieqnently  distress  a  whole 
tommnoiiy. 

From  these  considerations,  your  memorialists 
espectfully  remonstrate  against  the  imposition  of 
G^slative  restrictions  upon*a  business  whose  ad- 
-aatages  have  been  carefully  thrown  into  the 
hade,  while  none  but  groundless  objections  have 
■een  urged  against  it.  Public  sales,  in  their  gen- 
ral  character,  are  no  longer  the  resort  of  the  ne- 
essitous,  who  are  compelled  to  the  sacrifice  of 
iroperty  by  the  pressure  of  distress.  Buyer  and 
eller  now  meet  on  neutral  ground  for  their  mu- 
aal  advantage;  auctions  are  enqdoyedas  the  most 
ecore  and  convenient  medium  for  the  sale  and 
urehaae  of  merchandise  at  the  current  market 
ate;  and  anj  addition  to  the  present  ehar{(es, 
lOwever  trifling,  so  far  from  being  a  productive 
ource  of  public  revenue,  would  force  the  business 
ato  another  channel,  introduce  the  practice  of 
elling  iuconsideraUe  samples  at  auction,  by  which 
be  prices  of  large  parcels  at  private  sale  would  be 
egulated,  encourage  frauds  on  the  revenue,  and 
Derate  directly  as  a  tax  upon  the  yeomanry  of 
be  country. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  Sec 
FRANKUN  &  MINTURN, 
And  atbm. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  8TATB& 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  12,  1821.] 

To  Uu  Juniorable  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  o/tJu  Unit«i  Stales  : 

The  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank,  respectfully 
sboweth : 

That  the  institution  of  which  they  are  managers 
is  laboring  under  several  grievances,  not  only  in- 
jurious to  the  bank,  but,  as  they  respectfully  con- 
ceive to  the  nation  abo,  which  call  for  legislative 
relief.  Some  of  these  arise  from  the  original 
omission  of  a{^^riate  lopd  enactments;  <wiets, 
from  certain  invviaions  of  the  charter  not  luited 
to  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the  buk; 
and  «ie,  of  a  very  important  character,  from  a 
regulation  conceraitts  the  fiscal  receipts  of  the 
Qovernment  of  the  Union.  For  the  mnedy  of 
these  evils,  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of^  the 
United  States  can  only  look  to  Congress.  Under 
the  pledge  of  its  sacred  faith,  and  by  its  authority, 
the  mstitution  was  established ;  and  their  natural 
refuge  is,  therefore,  to  the  National  L^islature  for 
that  relief  and  protection  which  the  citizen  has  a 
right  to  claim  of  bts  Government.  Of  that  body 
they  know  they  can  obtain  nothing  fortttdden  by 
the  stmnd  policy  of  the  State ;  and  coirid  their  in- 
terest dictate  a  request  inconsistent  with  that  policy, 
they  would  forbi«r  to  make  it ;  but  it  is  under  a 
conviction  of  the  justness  and  correcmess  of  their 
requests,  that,  as  citizens,  and  as  a  portion  of  mose 
wnoM  prosperity  constitntes  the  paUic  good,  they 
respectfully  ask  the  attentioD  of  Cragress  to  tat 

grievances  under  which  they  labor.  They  ask  re- 
ef only  if  it  be  found  to  be  consistent  with  the 
public  welfare;  and  if  it  be,  they  vrill,  they  are 
convinced,  not  ask  in  vain ;  while  they  feel  satis- 
fied that  they  will  be  able  to  show  to  your  honor- 
able body  not  only  that  their  claims  are  consistent 
with  it,  but  that  they  are  eminently  calculated  to 
advance  and  promote  it. 

Your  petitioners  are  aware  th%t  strong  peju- 
dices  have  existed  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  certainly  there  has  been  abundant 
cause  for  more  than  prejudice  against  some  of  the 
acts  which  have  marked  the  progress  of  the  insti- 
tution. But  these  aeto  hava  been  ofiences  not 
a^unst  the  public  or  the  GoTemment,  (except  as 
it  is  a  stockholder.)  but  against  the  innocent  and 
undaigning  stockholders,  on  whose  bdialf  your 
petitioners  now  ask  protection  and  relief.  Of- 
fences of  inf«i(Hr  turfntade  and  of  inferior  puUic 
injury,  under  almost  all  Qovemments,  have  been 
restrained  by  severe  pimishments.  By  the  charter 
granted  by  the  Congress  of  the  Coniederation  to 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  ft  was  proposed  to 
make  some  of  these  offences  felony,  and  they  were 
accordingly  made  felony  by  the  several  acts  of  the 
L^islature  of  Pennsylvania.  But  though,  in  the 
progressive  experience  of  this  institution,  one  ex- 
ample of  infidelity,  peculation,  and  fraud,  has  pro- 
duced another,<and  that  another  and  another,  and 
thongh  it  has  been  defraoded  of  miUioiu  of  dwiara, 
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it  is  yet  entireljr  without  the  preTeotive  protection 
of  effectire  and  appropriate  pensl  laws.  Will  it 
be  believed,  too,  tnat  toese  acts,  so  injurious  to  the 
bank — that  these  losses,  so  afflictire  to  the  innocent 
and  suffering  stockholders,  hare  excited  a^inst 
the  institution  the  prejudices  which  your  petitioners 
now  so  anxiously  deprecate  ?  Yet  it  is  a  truth, 
that  those  are  the  sole  causes  of  which  your  peti- 
tioners have  any  knowledge.  For  they  cannot 
believe  that  it  is  considered  a  crime  (at  least  not 
in  the  eyes  of  that  L^tslature  from  whom  they 

Erehoied  their  privil^es)  for  the  stockholden  to 
re  anoeiated  together  and  to  have  placed  tbeir 
property  tmder  the  proteetion  of  the  must  solemnly 
eoaudered  act  that  has  marl»d  the  oistence  of 
Iht  Government — an  act,  the  validity  of  which  all 
political  denominations  of  men  in  the  country,  (at 
long  intervals  of  time^  giving  ample  room  for  re- 
flection and  ioTestigatioa,)  and  all  departments  of 
the  Government,  have  repeatedly  and  solemnly 
considered  and  confirmed.  The  usefulness  of  the 
bank  to  the  Government  and  to  the  country,  its 
porifying  ^fect  upon  and  snstaining  aid  of  the 
currency,  its  support  of  the  public  credit,  and  its 
genial  benign  mfiuence  on  the  interests  of  every 
solvent  man  and  every  solvent  institution  in  the 
country,  if  not  readily  acknowledged,  your  peti- 
tionen  believe  can  be  satisfactorily  shown.  But, 
more  eflfectually  to  dissipale  the  puUk  prejudices, 
if  any  remain,  your  petitioners  entreat  your  lionor- 
aUe  body  to  m(|uire  who  now  are  the  poioaa 
really  inlerested  in  this  moeh  injured  iiutitation  7 
The^  will  be  found  to  be,  wttn  few  exceptions, 
original  subscribers^  who  have  continued  to  hold 
their  stock,  alike  i|rnorant  and  innocent  of  the 
frauds  to  wnieh  their  interests  were  a  prey ;  or  they 
are  unfortunate  purchasers,  who,  deceived  by  the 
false  appearances  which  the  a&irs  of  the  institu- 
tion exhibited,  gave  an  advance  of  from  twenty  to 
fifty  per  cent  on  their  purchases.  Among  those 
now  interested  are  all  the  classes  of  human  help- 
lessness; and  among  the  funds  involved  in  the 
fate  of  the  institution  are  those  of  charity  and  re- 
ligion to  no  inconsiderable  amount.  Of  these  facts 
your  petitioner  are  ready  to  give  satisfactory 
proof  to  your  hoaorable  body,  and  erave  to  be  per- 
mitted to  do  BO,  if  it  shall  be  doubted  or  deemed 
materisK 

Unda  these  eireonutances,  your  petitioners  will 
proceed  succinctly  to  state  the  particular  objects 
on  which  they  respectfully  request  relief  and  pro- 
tection of  Conness. 

First  The  charter  provides  that  no  director,  ex- 
cept the  president,  shall  be  eligible  for  more  than 
three  years  in  four.  This  provision  has,  in  prac- 
tice. t>een  found  to  deny  to  the  bank  the  services 
ofth  ose  men  who  are  best  qualified  to  administer 
its  aJSairs  with  safety  and  profit  to  the  institution. 
It  is  a  provision  dot  conuined,  your  petitioners 
believe,  in  the  charter  of  any  other  respectable 
banking  institution.  It  was  not  contained  in  the 
charter  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
and  it  would  seem  that  the  provision  of  the  ciiar- 
ter  which  forbids  the  re-election  of  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  dircetors  in  office,  at  the  time 
of  an  annual  eleetion,  (to  which  your  petitimken 


have  no  objection,)  is  calculated  to  effeet  all  Ae 
ends  of  the  embarrassing  jnttvision  from  whid 
your  petitioners  now  crave  relief. 

Second.  At  present  there  is  no  authority  uodc 
the  laws  of  Congress  to  punish  any  fraud,  peenb- 
tioo,  or  violation  of  trust,  committed  by  any  a 
the  officm  of  the  bank  or  its  offices ;  and  on  ths 
point  the  State  laws  are  also  supposed  to  be  d^ 
cient '  Nor  is  there  any  adequate  civil  remetff  fat 
the  bank  against  its  faithless  agen^  who  may  the 
hour  before  their  dismissal  from  office,  while  the 
investigations  necessary  to  their  remoral  inlicaie 
to  them  that  result,  take  the  property  of  the  bank 
from  its  vaults  and  withhold  it,  ronid  it,  aad,  if 
they  please,  give  it  in  payment  to  tneir  other  crefr 
tors,  in  exclusion  of  the  bank  from  whieb  it  &ts 
been  Uins  purloined. 

Third.  Under  the  charter  it  has  been  iattieei 
whether  the  bknk  has  power  to  authorize  the  issa- 
ing  of  notes  not  signedby  the  president  and  eon- 
tersigned  by  the  cashier.  The  labor  and  the  ujk 
necessary  to  sign  notes  for  the  bank  and  all  tb 
branches  are  much  greater  than  either  of  tbos 
officers  can  bestow  upon  that  object ;  and  faeoet 
the  bank  has  been  unable  to  put  in  circolatioa  > 
sufficient  amount  of  notes  of  the  smaller  denomi- 
nations, which  thepuUic  most  want,  and  whuk 
are  best  calculated  to  serve  the  inteaest  of 
bank.  If  authority  wore  given  to  the  board  fiaa 
time  to  time  to  appoint  one  at  man  petaoos  to 
sign  notes  of  the  nnaller  denominatioiu  at  the  pa- 
rent bank,  under  the  superintoideiice  and  diiec- 
tion  of  the  board  and  its  principal  c^Soer^  ihoe 
would  be  no  public  risk^  and  it  would  aiSiird  all 
the  aid  which  your  petitioners  desire  on  chat  point 

Fourth.  Under  the  fourteenth  sectioD  of  the  act 
incorporatmg  the  bank,  the  bills  or  notes  of  the 
bank  originally  made  payable,  or  which  s^mU 
have  become  payable  on  demand,  are  made  re- 
ceivable in  all  payments  to  the  United  States, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congress. 
Under  this  regulation,  the  power  of  the  laiik 
to  make  its  cajHtal  available,  eitho*  for  its  own 
profit  or  the  ^blic'  good,  is  gready  abridged 
The  sphere  of  its  circulation  is  limited  to  thox 
places  where  it  is  least  wanted,  and  made  to  ex- 
clude those  where  it  would  be  eminently  uefnl, 
while  the  whole  canency  of  vast  sections  oC  the 
country  is  thereby  frequently  greatly  emfaamni 

Your  petitioners  forbear  to  enter  at  tUs  tiw 
into  a  further  exposition  oi  tiie  grouBds  of  thai 
application  for  relief  on  these  points;  bat  reacd- 
fully  hope  and  request  that  your  hontumble  mr 
will  so  dispose  of  the  subject  as  to  ^ve  them  c 
opportunity  of  manifesting  the  justice,  as  it  le- 
gards  the  rank,  and  the  pcdicy  as  it  iv^ids  it 
public,  of  the  relief  and  proteetion  wfaieh  thcf 
renpectfnlly  claim. 

On  behuf  of  the  board  of  directors. 

L.  CHEVES,  AwsMntf. 

Attest:  Tbob.  Wilbom,  CaMer. 


DOCDHENTa  AOCOXPAHYIXO  TMB  H£M0KUL 

The  Committee  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sbtes 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  re|ment  to  the  coouut- 
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tees  of  Congress,  to  whoin  the  memorial  of  the 
bank  has  been  referred,  that  the  directors  of  the 
bank  were  forbiddeo,  hy  the  nature  of  the  instm- 
ment,from  dereloping  m  their  memorial,  at  length 
and  in  detail,  the  particulars  of  the  grieranees  on- 
der  which  the  establishment  labors,  or  the  reasons 
which,  in  their  opinion,  authorize  and  recommend 
the  measures  of  relief  which  they  seek.  To  sup- 
ply this  deficiency,  the  committee  now  desire  re- 
spectfully to  bring  before  the  committees  of  Con- 
gress some  of  those  details  and  reasons,  which 
thev  will  do  as  briefly  as  the  nature  oi  the  subject 
will  permit.  They  will  notice  the  several  pomts 
in  tlw  order  in  which  they  are  stated  in  the  me- 
morial. 

I.  The  indigWlUy  of  directon  vho  have  tened  thru 
yean  va  suceetnon. 

On  this  point,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  con- 
sider, Ist,  The  evil ;  2d.  The  relief  desired ;  3d, 
The  possible  objections  to  that  relief. 

I.  The  memorial  states,  very  truly,  that  the 
most  competent  and  safe  men  cannot  generally  be 
induced  to  accept  seats  at  the  respective  boards  of 
the  bank  and  its  offices.  The  directors  of  such  an 
institution  ought  to  be,  if  possible,  of  undoubted 
credit,  great  experience,  and  extensive  business. 
Veither  integrity  nor  abstract  talent,  nor  both,  are 
;nough.  They  ought,  at  least  a  considerable  por- 
ion  of  them,  to  at  men  extensively  engaged  in 
insiness,  and  well  neqnainted  with  men  m  bosi- 
less.  Such  men  not  only  are  better  qualified  to 
forern  the  aflhin  of  the  Etank,  bat  i^re  to  it  their 
>wn  buiiinesa,  which  is  Taluable,  not  merely  on 
Lccount  of  its  extent,  bat  also  on  account  of  its 
haracter,  and  attract  to  it  numerous  customers 
ike  themselves ;  and  thus  secure  to  it,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, business  to  a  greater  extent,  and  of  a  bet- 
er  character,  than  men  of  a  different  description 
an  do.  Not  to  obtain  the  services  of  such  men, 
s  to  fail  in  managing  the  institution  to  the  best 
d vantage,  and  to  limit  its  usefulness  and  its  bene- 
ts,  both  public  and  private.  But,  under  the  ex- 
iting provisions  of  the  charter,  such  men  decline, 
3o  generally,  the  station  of  directors  of  the  bank 
nd  Its  branches,  when  ibey  can  (as  they  always 
an^obtain  seats  at  the  boards  of  respectable  local 
ants,  from  which  they  will  not  be  periodically 
emoved.  The  reasons  of  their  preference  are  ob- 
ions.  It  is  desirable  with  such  men  always  to 
Ave  seats  at  the  boards  of  resj)ectable  banks ;  and 
3  remove  them  periodically,  ts  to  sanend  period- 
2ally  the  advanta^  which  they  seek.  But,  be- 
ides  the  motive  ot  interest  or  convenience  which 
lay  govern  them,  they  have  a  much  greater  ob- 
>ction  to  the  necessary  removal  required  by  the 
barter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  founded 
n  the  unpleasant  feelings  which  it  exciter.  The 
ank  may  succeed  in  a  first  appointment,  but  at 
]e  end  of  one  year  it  displaces  one-fourth.  This 
Sends  those  who  see  themselves  removed,  with- 
iit  admitting  or  believing  that  the  preference 
-hich  excludes  them  is  iust,and  places  them  in  a 
zht  of  inferiority,  whicn  mortifies  their  pride,  and 
!ten  provokes  their  resentment;  nor  are  these 
elings  assuaged  or  subdued  by  exhibiting  to  than 
l«th  Coir.  8d  Sbbb^— 49 


the  original  charter,  which  renders  it  necessary. 
This,  however,  it  is  admitted,  must  be  borne  to 
meet  the  demands  of  a  prudent  jealousy.  But  the 
evil  increa»es  almost  in  geometrical  proportion,  as 
(he  process  of  exclusion  annually  occurs,  until,  at 
the  quadrennial  appointments,  it  ends  in  a  state  of 
things  absolutely  incompatible  with  the  good  man- 
agement of  the  bank ;  for  as  many  of  tie  best  di- 
rectors who  were  first  appointed  will  be  retained 
as  the  law  permits,  and,  on  the  fourth  appoint- 
ment, the  whole  of  tbem  will  be  excluded ;  leaving 
but  one-fourth  of  the  preceding  board,  and  those 
who  compose  that  small  portion  will  have  had  but 
one  year's  experience.  Undoubtedly  the  bank  hv 
succeeded,  in  many  instances,  in  procuring  the 
services  of  fit  men,  under  all  these  difl&oilties  j  but 
it  has  been  the  result  of  good  fortune,  and  in  op- 
position to  causes  which  almost  necessitate  a  con- 
trary efiect;  and  it  is  hoped  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, in  its  wisdom,  will  not  see  fit  to  leave  such 
great  national  and  private  interests  to  the  sport  of 
chance. 

The  committee  find  it  quite  impossible  fully  to 
express  the  magnitude  of  the  practical  evil,  which 
can  only  be  understood  and  felt  by  marking  atten- 
tively the  operation  and  progress  of  it.  In  their 
humble  opinion,  the  change  desired  is  altogether 
indispensable  to  a  prosperous  and  safe  management 
of  the  bank. 

2.  The  relief  desired  is  simply  that  len^h  of 
service,  which  may  be  considered  as  expressive  of 
extraordinary  usefulness  and  capacity,  siudl  not 
create  ineligibility.  The  request  docs  not  embrace 
the  QovernmeDt  directors,  nor  any  change  in  the 
provision  which  excludes  a  numerical  proportion 
(one-fourth)  of  the  board  of  the  year  preceding 
each  appointment ;  guards  which,  the  committee 
cannot  doubt,  will  fully  carry  into  efiect  the  policy 
and  object  of  the  Legislature  on  this  point. 

3.  It  is  not  denied,  the  committee  believe,  that 
the  change  desired  is  calculated  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  stockholders.  But  it  is  alleged  that 
banks  generally,  and  particularly  this  bank,  are  to 
be  viewed  in  the  double  aspect  of  instruments  of 
private  advantage  and  national  good,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  shown  that  the  tendency  oi  the  change 
is  not  likely  to  be  injurious  in  the  latter  view. 
The  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  admit  the  justiee 
of  the  remarks :  but  they  entreat  that  it  may  be 
considered  whether  both  ends  are  not  attainaUe 
by  the  same  means,  and  whether  the  means  pro- 
posed are  not  the  most  fit  to  accomplish  both.  The 
desire  of  the  stockholders  is  to  have  the  institution 
managed  by  the  most  honest  and  most  cabbie 
men  that  can  be  procured.  If  this  end  be  attained, 
the  national  object  will  undoubtedly  be  attained. 
That  commendable  jealousy  which  has  been  be- 
fore alluded  to  may  cease  to  be  wise  if  carried 
too  far.  If  carried  so  far  as  to  exclude  the  most 
fit  men  from  the  management  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  carried  too  far. 
It  may  put  the  afiatrs  of  the  institution  into 
the  hands  of  designing  and  unprincipled  men; 
and  against  their  arts  the  provision  of  ineligibility 
from  fength  of  service  will  be  a  security  feebler 
than  ft  cobweb.  If,  then,  the  committees  of  Con- 
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gress  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  prorisioD  which 
renders  the  best  men  ineligible  periodically  is  not 
calculated  to  keep  the  manag^ement  in  the  hands 
of  men  of  the  highest  intesritjr  and  ca^city,  it 
will  follow  that,  to  meet  the  public  object,  the 
change  ought  to  be  adopted.  Ani  as  a  matter  of 
fact  and  experience,  in  the  past  management  of 
the  bank  and  its  offices,  it  has  failed  to  do  so. 

II.  TTte  pani^meftt  of  ftrtmdt  upon  (he  ha/Rk  hy  iU 

On  the  policy  and  propriety  of  punishing,  by 
penal  enactments,  frauds  and  peculation  commit- 
ted  on  the  bank  by  its  officers,  tne  committee  deem 
it  nnnecessary  to  enlace. 

ni.  Oi»il8m&cMto>^cmii(««M(0eK(  t^OijMne*. 
idtnt  md  copier  to  aign  me  notet  of  the  bank  of  the 
lower  diaamAaatwna. 

On  this  point  also  the  committee  deem  it  unne- 
cessary to  dwell  at  much  length.  The  request 
now  made  is  unlike  that  which  was  some  time 
since  made  to  Cooj^ress  and  refused.  That  was 
to  delegate  the  authority  required  to  the  officers  of 
the  branches  as  well  as  those  of  the  bank.  The 
present  is  merely  to  authorize  other  persons  tban 
the  president  and  cashier,  who  shall  be,  however, 
equally  responsible  agents,  to  act  under  the  im- 
mediate eye  of  the  mother  bank,  and  only  to  a 
limited  extent.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
authority  which  is  desired  might  diminish  the 
securities  against  counterfeiting.  This  would  bo 
true  if  the  officers  designated  were  to  be  temporary 
or  numerous ;  but  the  objection  will  be  eattrely 
removed  if  they  be  not  more  numerous,  and  be  as 
permanent  in  their  appointments  as  the  officers 
who  now  discharge  the  same  duties.  Alt  this  the 
bank,  with  a  view  to  its  own  interest  and  security, , 
would  order,  should  it  not  be  prescribed  by  law, 
which,  howerer,  may  be  done.  That  the  authority 
desired  may  not  be  misunderstood,  the  committee 
will  remark,  (thou«b  it  is  probably  unnecessary,) 
that  it  is  not  desired  that  the  bank  shall  be  allowed 
to  issue  notes  of  lower  denominations  ^an  those 
now  authorized  by  the  charter,  nor  is  it  desired  that 
the  substituted  agents  shall  be  allowed  to  sign  notes 
of  a  higher  denomination  than  twenty  dollars.  In- 
deed, the  power  may  be  limited  to  those  of  the  de- 
nommation  often  dollars  and  under.  Or,  if  it  shall 
be  deemed  any  additional  security,  or  a  preferable 

5 Ian,  to  abolish  entirely^  the  authority  of  the  presi- 
ent  and  cashier  on  this  point,  and  require  all  the 
notes  of  the  bank  and  its  offices  to  be  signed  by  the 
substituted  agents,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  it 
on  the  part  of  the  bank.  Under  these  guards,  it  will 
sax^y  appear  that  Aere  can  be  no  objection  of 
public  policjr  to  this  request  of  the  bank.  But  the 
grant  of  it  is  required  by  the  public  interest  as 
well  as  the  convenience  of  the  tank.  It  will 
scarcely  be  questioned  that  the  extension  of  the 
circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  the  lower  denominations  would  be  a 
public  benefit.  This,  howerer,  cannot  be  efiected, 
if  it  be  required  that  the  president  and  cashier 
shall  sign  each  note.  The  duties  of  each  of  these 
officers,  in  rdation  to  the  mother  bank  alone,  in- 


cluding the  transfer  department  of  the  bank  and 
the  loait  office,  and  a  complicated  Toluminou 
daily  correspondence,  are  ereater  than  are  ossine^ 
to  any  like  officers  in  the  United  States;  but  wha 
to  these  are  added  a  minute  and  TigilaDt  superin- 
tendence of  the  business,  accoimts,  and  genenJ 
manajgement  of  seventeen  offices,  the  nggr^ie 
constitutes  a  mass  of  labor  that  can  leave  no  tuK 
for  signing  notes. 

IV.  GmM2dMDnq^tA«RotMo^MeJ3(M&</ttf  eUenf 
States. 

No  subject  connected  with  the  currency  cu  be 
of  more  importance  than  the  circulation  of  ihe 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  They 
may  be  made  infinitely  useful  in  purifying,  sus- 
taining, and  increasing  the  sound  cunreacy  of  the 
Union.  But  they  are  but  partially  so  at  [wesent : 
and  it  it  not  in  the  power  of  the  bank,  so  long  a^ 
they  are  receivable  by  the  GoTerament  at  all 
points  where  they  may  be  tendered,  instead  of  be- 
ing received  only  where  they  may  be  payaUe,  i: 
make  them  co-exlensirely  useful  with  the  Unua 
Thus,  for  example,  the  notes  of  the  Western  and 
Southern  offices  are  receivaUe  in  Philadelphk. 
New  York,  Boston,  &c.,  in  pajrment  of  all  d^ 
to  the  Government.  The  bank  is  not  bound  to  par 
to  the  Government  except  where  its  notes  are  p^- 
able,  though  they  may  be  received  elsewhere ;  l^i 
it  is  bound  to  transfer  the  funds  of  the  Gornn- 
ment  from  place  to  place,  and  could  only  gain  a 
little  time,  perhaps  with  inconvenience  to  the 
Government,  by  refusing  to  pay  where  they  maf 
be  received.  It  has,  accordingly,  alwap  (excep[ 
for  a  moment,  when  the  safety  of  the  bank  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  ask  the  time  to  vhich  it  is  enti- 
tled,) paid  where  the  notes  were  received,  without 
reference  to  the  places  where  they  woe  payable. 
The  result  is  very  embarrassing  to  the  bank,  and 
frequently  very  distrosing  to  the  community. 
There  are  some  facts  which  it  will  be  proper  to 
state,  before  we  jH-esent  a  inojre  detailed  view  of 
the  evil. 

The  exchanges  between  the  West  and  the  At- 
lantic are  always  against  the  former,  which  is  a 
large  debtor  habitually  to  the  latter.  The  ex- 
changes between  the  North  and  the  South  run  for 
one  portion  of  the  year  a^inst  the  latter,  and  for 
another  in  its  favor.  When  the  exchanges  atf 
unfavorable  to  the  South  and  West,  thenotes  of  ibt 
Southern  and  Western  branches  all  pass  to  tiu 
North,  as  a  substitute  for  exchange.  They  an 
equal  to  cash,  or  very  nearly  so,  in  all  the  princ^ 
cities  north  of  the  Potomac.  They  are  so,  hecaux 
they  are  receirable  in  payment  of  the  duties  to  tkc 
Government,  the  portion  of  which  payable  to  th* 
north  of  the  Potomac  in  any  quarter  of  the  fisca 
year  of  1819  was,  mking  that  year  as  an  exarn}^ 
nearly  much  as  the  whole  circulation  of  ifai 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  the  same  time,  ani 
of  course,  kept  up  a  steady  demand  for  the  note 
of  the  Southern  and  Western  branches.  Tht 
union  of  this  d«nand  witlv  the  course  of  ezchaiges 
draws  the  whole  of  the  notes  of  the  Western  olEccs 
to  the  Atlantic,  and,  at  particular  seasons  of  the 
year,  the  greater  part  of  uw  notes  of  the  Soaihera 
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i^ces  to  the  North.  The  rerenue  collected  to 
the  SouUi  being  comparatirely  small,  there  can 
never  be  any  material  reflux  of  their  notes,  because 
they  will  be  at»orbed  by  the  Northern  demand  be- 
fwe  the  czchaiwes  tiun ;  and  the  balaaoe  of  pay- 
menu  b«ang  amays  agauut  the  West,  there  is 
□ever  any  towards  that  quarto:.  We  will  now 
orooeed  to  eniuneraSe  some  of  the  erils  tenilting 
tram  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  and  its 
Innehes,  in  this  manner,  and  tmdet  these  eirenm- 
acanccs. 

Ist.  it  greatly  deranges  and  distresses  the  money 
market)  both  ot  the  plsoes  where  the  notea  are  re- 
ceived and  where  they  are  payable.  The  Bank 
at  Philadelphia,  and  the  offices  at  New  York  and 
Boitcw,  did  not  receive  less  than  between  five  and 
siz  mULions  of  the  notes  of  the  offices  South  and 
West  of  tfaemin  the  short  ^riod  of  fourteen  months, 
exclusive  of  the  notes  of  the  office  at  Wasliing- 
ton.  Thioe  points  were  obliged  to  pay  the  Gov- 
ernment the  amount  of  these  notes,  and  in  vain 
sought  for  speedy  leimbucsements  from  the  offices 
where  they  were  payable.  The  state  of  the  ez- 
olMingcs,  wUch  caused  this  &ix  of  their  notes, 
Cfealed  «i  inability  to  reivbarse  the  offices  which 
had  received  them  until  the  exchanf^  turned. 
The  (Aces  teoetvii^  them,  were,  of  necessity, 
oUiged  to  curtail  thnr  business  suddenly,  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  paying  them.  Accordingly, 
the  cuftaUments  at  Philacklpbia,  New  York,  and 
Boston,  within  the  same  period,  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  four  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  and 
exlutusted  almost  the  whole  of  the  capital  placed  at 
these  points.  The  capital  of  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton united  was,  at  some  periods,  less  than  nothing. 
What  distress  and  embarrassment  must  have  been 
caiued  by  these  circumstances  will  easily  be  con- 
ceived by  those  who  have  reflected  on  the  nature 
and  e&cts  of  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  active  capital  of  a  trading  com- 
monity. 

The  evil  sufieted  in  the  commanity  iriiere  the 
notes  were  thus  recdved  and  paid  was  not  alL 
The  offices  vriwse  notes  were  thus  received  and 
paid  were  necessarily  called  upon  to  jvovide  the 
means  (»f  leiinbaneaeDt,  and  curtailments  to  a 
coRCSipaMlii^  amount  were  ordered  in  them,  and 
lUte  distress  and  embarrassment  produced  in  the 
communities  where  they  were  located.  Double 
the  amount  of  the  notes  uius  circulated  was,  in  this 
way,  withdrawn  from  use  to  provide  for  their  pay- 
ment. The  anregate  curtailments  in  the  lour- 
teen  months  beiore  alluded  to  (from  1st  Septem- 
ber, 1818,  to  1st  November,  1819)  were  upwards 
of  ten  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars ;  and,  it  is 
confidently  believed,  it  wotild  not  have  been  ne- 
cessary to  reduce  the  discounts  of  the  bank  a  single 
cent  but  for  this  cause.  When  these  reductions 
commenced,  the  discounts  were  very  moderate  for 
the  capital  of  the  bank.  They  did  not  amount 
to  842,000.000. 

Nor  is  the  extent  of  the  distress  and  embarrass- 
ment measured  by  the  immediate  efiects  of  the 
reduction  of  the  discounts  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches.  These  reductions,  in  their  operation, 
throw  back  apou  the  Stete  banks  a  portion  of  their 


circulation,  and  reduce  their  deposites ;  and  they 
also  are  obliged  to  curtail  their  business,  and  add 
to  the  general  mass  of  distress. 

The  uncertain  liability  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches,  (as  each  is,  in  a  certain  degree,  liaUe 
to  pay  the  notes  of  all  the  rest,)  and  the  perpetual 
alteration  of  the  capital  of  each^  by  paying  the 
notes  of  the  others,  and  having  its  notes  paid  by 
them,  put  it  beyond  the  power  of  oalcuUtioa  to 
determine  the  extent  of  Imsiness  iriiiefa  can  be 
safely  done,  and  leave  the  bank  to  vacillate  bs- 
twem  the  hazards  of  rawness  and  the  fruitless 
results  of  a  torpid  prudence.  To-dav  a  branch 
shall  have  a  million  of  capital,  and  in  taree  months 
it  may  be  without  a  cent. 

2d.  It  diminishes  and  deranges  the  eurxeney  of 
die  whole  country.  The  bank  was  under  the  ne- 
cessitjr,  to  i»otect  itself  from  duiger,  and  to  avoid 
charging  itself  to  an  unlimited  amount  with  the 
cost  of  adverse  nchaogee,  to  forbid  the  offices  with 
which  the  exchanges  were  nnftvorable  to  issue 
their  notes.  It,  however,  issued  its  own  notes : 
and  the  offices  against  wnieh  the  exchanges  did 
not  run  issued  tn«r  notes  without  an^  limit  but 
that  of  the  dmnand ;  yet  the  cireolauwi  of  the 
bank  was,  by  this  caus^  gmtlf  decreased.  Thus, 
for  example,  in  the  short  space  ot  five  months 
(from  the  1st  April,  181^  to  the  30th  August, 
1819)  it  was  reduced  from  S6iM5,428  to  93,- 
838,^. 

This,  however,  does  not  show  the  entire  otent 
of  the  abstraction  from  the  currency  which  this 
cause  produces.  Let  it  be  supposed  that  the  cir* 
eolation  of  the  bank  is  four  millions  of  dollars 
and  that  one-half  of  it  has  been  issued  by  offices 
to  the  South  ami  West,  and  is  in  use  for  the  pur- 
poses of  being  remitted  to  the  North  and  East.  It 
IS  thereby  as  much  taken  out  of  the  currency  as 
if  it  were  destroyed ;  and  it  leaves  only  two  mil- 
li<»is  of  currency  furnished  by  the  bank.  But  the 
bank  will,  probably,  have  four  millions  of  specie 
in  its  TOilts  j  and  it  cannot  safely  have  less,  under 
these  peeulur  circumstances :  this  sum,  also,  is 
withdrawn  from  cirenlatiim.  Thus,  the  bank,  not 
by  its  &ttlt,  but  by  the  necessity  which  is  knposed 
upon  it,  has  withdrawn  four  millions  of  specie 
from  the  currency,  and  has  ^ven  a  substitute,  in 
its  notes,  only  to  the  amount  of  two  iniUions.  In 
this  view,  the  cunency  has  been  diminished  two 
millions.  But  even  this  is  not  the  worst  view  of 
it.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  and 
its  branches  could  not  be  converted  into  bills  of 
exchange,  (and  there  u  no  doubt,  it  is  presumed, 
that,  With  its  high  credit,  it  could  eaailv  do  what 
many  local  banks  have  accomplished,)  it  could 
circtuate  two  dollars  of  its  bills  for  every  dollar  it 
sh<Hild  have  in  its  vaults.  Then  it  is  supposed  to 
have  four  millions  of  dollars  in  its  vaults,  and 
could  circulate  eight  millions  of  its  notes,  which 
would  be  equal  to  ffoldand  silver.  It  then  would 
have  added  four  millions  to  the  currency,  while, 
at  present,  it  diminishes  it  to  the  amount  ol  two 
millions :  making  a  practical  difieroiee  of  no  less 
than  six  mUtioas  in  the  sound  currency  of  the 
country.  The  view  may  even  be  extended,  -be- 
cause the  Bank  of  the  United  States  coold,  had 
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its  capital  not  been  deranged  by  this  rery  cause, 
hare  giren  a  greater  addition  of  the  currency  with 
the  greatest  ease  and  safety,  if  a  demand  had  ez- 
istea  for  it,  by  increasing  its  specie.  No  eril  can 
be  greater  than  a  decreasing  currency.  In  the 
woras  of  a  great  man,  "  poverty,  and  bf^Tguy,  and 
sloth,"  follow  in  its  train. 

But  this  evil  of  a  decreasing  currency  will  noi 
ooenr  aa  t  rare  calamity  once,  perhaps,  in  a  cen- 
mrr ;  hot  will  be  renewed  with  every  fltiz  and 
remix  of  the  euhanges  between  the  different  por- 
tions of  the  country,  as  long  as  the  bills  of  the 
Bulk  of  die  United  States  are  thus  receiTable  by 
the  QoTerament 

3d.  It  makes  the  necessary  public  burdens,  is 
some  instances,  doubly  oppressive.  In  all  the 
States  south  of  Virginia,  and  in  nearly,  if  not  all, 
the  Western  States,  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  does  not  expend  half  the  revenue  it  col- 
lects ;  the  surplus  must  be  remitted  to  other  points, 
where  it  is  necessarily  to  be  expended.  This 
draws  so  much  of  the  capital  of  those  States  from 
them,  and  adds  it  to  the  capital  of  another— New 
Ywk,  for  example.  This  is  not  a  su^ect  of  com- 
plaint, though  11  is  certainly  an  evil.  But  when 
the  rercBUe  of  New  York  is  eoUected  in  the  notes 
of  the  offices  of  the  South  and  West,  perhaps  to 
an  equal  amount,  and  ^wn  from  the  necessary 
eurroicy  of  these  portions  of  the  country,  the  evil 
produced  by  the  remittance  of  the  surplus  revenue 
becomes  intolerable,  because  the  means  of  making 
it  hare  been  taken  away.  The  capital  of  these 
States  is  fettered  by  the  necessary  curtailments  of 
their  banks:  their  currency  is  diminished,  and 
that  state  oi  things  which  is  called  a  scarcitv  of 
money  is  product ;  exchange  rises,  and,  wnen 
the  revenue  is  to  be  remitted,  the  means  oi  doing 
it  no  longer  exist. 

These  are  the  principal  disadvantages  arising 
from  the  receipt  by  the  Government  of  the  notes 
of  the  bank  and  its  offices  where  they  are  not 
payable.  There  are  many  others,  some  of  which 
are  scarcely  inferior  in  importance.  Among  them, 
jkoue.  perhaps  are  more  worthy  of  notice  than  the 
disadvantages  suffered  in  tiuM  very  partieulars  in 
which  it-is  supposed  the  present  practice  is  bene- 
ficial to  the  Gtovernment  and  the  country. 

The  following  are  the  advantages  which  have 
been  supposed  to  result  from  the  aisting  rfgola- 

1st  It  is  supposed  that  the  notes  form,  as  at 
present  received,  a  currency  coextensive  in  its 
sphere  with  the  limits  of  the  Union. 

2d.  That  they  form  a  substitute  for  exchange, 
>  free  of  the  usual  expense. 

3d.  That  they  form  a  sound  currency,  especial- 
ly calculated  for  the  payment  of  debts  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

1st.  The  notes  of  the  bank  and  its  officers  cer- 
tainly do  possess,  as  at  present  received,  a  credit 
coextmsiTe  with  the  limits  of  the  Union,  but  they 
are  by  no  means  invariaUy  of  their  nominal  v^ue 
at  all  times  and  places.  From  the  middle  of  De- 
cember to  the  middle  of  March  or  April  the  notes 
of  the  bank  and  the  Notthem  offices  will  gene- 
lally  be  at  a  discount  in  the  South.  And  there 


will  be  many  other  instances  of  thdr  being  od^ 
their  nominal  value.  They  are,  boweva,  alnn 
only  a  commodity  where  they  are  not  pajriti, 
and  their  price  will  depend  on  the  qoutiljis 
market  and  the  demand  for  them;  thedemui 
for  them  will  depend  on  the  amount  of  max 
payable  in  the  place  where  they  are  held  eompinj 
with  the  quantity  in  the  market  Tbey  will  am 
no  purpose  of  a  general  currency  agaiut  iktm- 
rent  of  exchange ;  nor  will  they  ever,  wlauj 
circumstances,  serve  the  purpose  of  a  euinitT,iD 
a  correct  sense,  where  they  are  not  paraUe.  Tber 
will  be  at  par,  bear  a  premium,  or  be  bdovfu, 
according  to  circumstances.  Even  od  the  spot 
where  they  are  issued  the^  will  freqaentW  ban 
premium,  unless  they  are  treely  issued.  uObk 
for  example,  tbey  are  said  to  have  coinmizidea 
fifty  per  cent,  premium  in  the  eurtoitiiioKTof 
the  State.  But  the  overruline  difficalty  vibe 
that  the  bank,  in  its  own  defence,  will  not  uw 
its  notes  where  they  are  to  be  used  as  a  subslitile 
for  exchange;  and  it  is  only  when  tiierGuk 
thus  advantageously  used  that  ihej  msttpfoi 
to  serve  the  purp(»e  of  general  cormcf.  Bs 
this  will  be  more  properly  con^deied  mim  it 
next  head. 

For  one  object  of  a  general  currency,  (tbeo^ 
one  for  which  such  a  currency  is  either  dsnw 
or. practicable,)  the  Bank  of  the  United  Staisbt 
furnished  the  most  admirabie  expedicBtthitkii 
ever  existed  in  any  country— we  meao  a  cmtta 
for  the  use  of  travellers.  By  making  its  in  do- 
lai  bills  payable  at  all  its  branches,  there iiDO?^'"' 
the  twenty-two  States  of  the  Union  ti  witieli  titer 
will  not  be  preferable  to  gold  and  silm;MifiJiffe 
will  be  few  places  where  they  will  sot  be  iwt"^ 
ly  coDverttbie  into  these  metals.  Uqk  ib  ^ 
way  need  not  be  done  than  to  mnluflf  iltSBi 
which  the  bank  will  no  doubt  do  to  tbe 
the  demand,  if  the  receipt  of  its  other  notes  t^iiK 
Government,  at  all  points,  be  not  allowed  to  en- 
tinoe  embarrassments  which  maylcMSff  doMT 
iu  ability  to  do  so. 

2d.  They  do  serve  the  purpose  of  excbun 
and,  if  tbey  can  be  drawn  directly  from  tbcbv 
or  its  offices,  they  will  of  course  be  frte  <t«^ 
usual  expense  of  exchanee.  But  this  rtq  asaj 
happens.   The  person  wno  uses  them  as  exebu^ 
hasgenerally  topay  tosome  low  or  canning 
in  money  a  premium  higher  than  a  just  pr^^ 
on  exchange  in  its  accustomed  form.  And  tboip 
there  was,  until  the  last  twenty  months,  no  rtstiv>' 
on  the  issue  of  notes  by  the  offices,  the  bank, 
it  choose  wantonly  to  waste  the  capital 
stockholders,  cannot,  and  will  not  in  fature,9>vi 
its  notes,  under  an  adverse  state  of  eicbuA* 
be  issued  at  one  office,  to  create  a  denu"* 
another,  where  money  is  from  five  to  ten  pere* 
more  valuable.   This  is  no  part  of  the  dai]r  olV 
bank,  and  its  burdens  are  sufficiently  gnat 
out  adding  to  them.   The  bank  will,  with  a 
to  its  own  just  interests,  furnish  excbance,  vb^ 
ever  and  wherever  it  may  have  tlieabiutf<°'' 
so,  at  fair  and  reasonable,  rates. 

Exchange,  like  all  other  mocantile  tno^^'T^ 
but  in  a  more  espedal  dcgrc^  depends  fin  vv* 
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operation  cm  an  UDcmbairuBed  raooef  muket,  on 
a  well-adjusted  eiDrency,  and  on  a  state  of  estaV 
lished  confidence.  We  liare  seen  that  die  receipt 
by  the  GtoTerament  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  and 
its  branches  where  thef  are  not  payable  has  a 
powerful  effect  in  distressing  the  money  market, 
diminishing  the  currency,  and  impairing  the  pe- 
cuniary ability  of  the  States  from  whence  they  are 
drawn  to  be  used  as  a  substitnte  for  exchange ;  and 
we  must  therefore  infer  that  it  is  a  most  unhappy 
means  of  supplyiuE  or  fkcilitating  exchanges.  But 
why  should  the  bank  furnish  exchange  free  of 
expense?  Is  not  the  premium  of  exchange  as 
justly  chargeable  on  the  operations  of  commerce 
as  any  other  charge  7  Why  make  the  bank  pay 
the  price  of  exchange  on  the  fands  with  whicn  a 
cargo  may  be  purchased  in  South  Carolina  «r 
Cteorgia,  and  not  the  freight  ?  Why  should  a  de- 
sire exist— Jiow  can  n  desire  justly  exist— to  throw 
this  charge  on  the  itoekhdders  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  rather  than  on  any  other  portion  of 
the  people  ?  Thejr  are  eertainljTi  in  a  very  pecu- 
liar degree,  entitled  to  the  iffoteetiou  of  the  Ueneral 
Ctorcrnment.  With  it  the  bank  originated.  It 
was  in  the  confidence  of  its  strength,  of  its  faith,  and 
of  its  wisdom,  that  the  present  uolders  subscribed 
for  or  bought  the  stock  thejr  hold.  There  was, 
unfortunately,  gross  and  uni^incipled  gambling  in 
the  stock,  but  not  hr  those  who  hold  it.  Few  of 
them  would  probably  have  become  interested  in 
the  institution,  had  it  not  been  for  the  high  dc^ee 
of  confidence  they  placed  in  the  management  of 
an  estaUisbment  which  was  under  the  immediate 
eye  and  protection  of  the  Qorernment.  Thei»esent 
holden  are  either  wiginal  aabseribers,  innocent  of 
Ae  frauds  and  specoEttiona  whieh  hare  been  so 
justly  the  subject  of  reprobation ;  or  they  are  in- 
jured persons,  who  haregiren  twenty,  thirty,  fort^ , 
and  fifty  per  cent.  advaQce  for  the  stock.  If  this 
&ct  be  doubtedj  let  it  be  inquired  into. 

If  the  stock  list  be  regarded,  it  will  be  seen  that 
large  portions  of  the  stock  are  held  by  all  the 
classes  of  human  helplessness — by  the  ased  and 
infirm,  by  the  widow  and  the  infant,  and  by  char- 
itable and  religions  institutions.  Are  they  fit  sub- 
jects to  be  chafed  with  the  burdens  of  commerce, 
and  with  the  equalizing  of  the  exchanges  t  The 
people  of  the  United  States^  generally,  are  direct 
owners  of  one-fifth  part  of  this  stock.  Is  there  any 
reason  why  they  should  bear  one-fiflh  of  this  par- 
ticular charge  on  commerce  1  Is  this  charge  to 
be  imposed  on  the  bank,  on  the  graond  of  enor- 
mous pcdts?  That,  unfortunately,  cannot  be 
petenoed.  The  present  stockholders  have  been 
heary  lasers,  and  hftTehad  their  capital  diminished ; 
while  the  bank  has  paid  laive  pecuniary  conside- 
rations, for  its  pririleges.  and  has  rendered  ioral- 
oable  serrices  to  the  Government.  On  what 
ground,  then,  it  is  respectfully  asked,  can  a  desire 
exist  to  heap  so  irareasonable  a  burden  on  this  in- 
stitution ?  But  these  are  not  intended  to 
supplicate  an  exemption  from  any  obligation  that 
can  be  legally  imposed,  though  it  be  harsh  or  dis- 
tressioff,  if  it  have  any  foundation  in  public  pol- 
icy. If  it  hare  any  foundation  in  public  policy, 
disregard  that  fostering  protection  of  the  Gtorern- 


ment,  whieh  the  citizens  oog^t  to  be  taught  to 
expect,  and  which  attnteted,  no  doubt,  the  honest 
portion  of  the  stockholders  to  a  bank  which  was 
national,  in  which  the  Goverament  was  apartner, 
and  in  tbe  maQagement  of  which  it  largely  parti- 
cipates through  Its  directors.  Spare  not  the  fund 
of  charitv,  the  sacred  deposite  of  the  church,  the 
bread  of  the  hungry,  or  tbe  pittance  of  the  wretched. 
Let  these  hallowed  funds  be  made  to  bear  exclu- 
sively the  burden  of  paying  the  expense  of  a  com- 
mon mercantile  operation,  if  they  can  be  made  to 
serve  the  end ;  but,  before  this  sacrifice  be  made, 
(which  surely  cannot  be  made  without  some 
compunctious  visitations,)  let  us  dispassionately 
inquire,  can  they  be  made  to  sarve  the  purpose 
tntoided  1 

We  have  said,  that  if  a  local  circulation  wore 
allowed  to  the  bank,  it  would  furnish  exchange  on 
fiiircr  terms,  and  at  a  lower  rate,  than  is  now  ^aid 
for  its  notes;  that  its  own  interest  would  limit  it 
to  fair  and  modnate  premiums:  and  that  these 
would  be  enforced  by  an  unembarrassed  money 
market,  a  well  adjusted  currracy,  and  an  estab- 
lished confidence.  All  this  we  concdve  to  be  de- 
monstrable. Some,  however,  think  differently, 
and  suppose  that  private  competition  would  be  un- 
availing against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  it  might  demand  exorbitant  premiums; 
but,  perceiving  the  evils  of  driving  the  bank  out 
of  the  exchange  market,  and  of  the  derangements 
of  the  money  and  currency,  which  we  have  pointed 
out,  they  agree  that,  if  a  maximum  of  exchange 
were  established,  toe  notes  of  the  bank  should 
cease  to  he  receivable^  as  at  jpresent.  The  fint 
answer  to  this  suggesuon  is,  that  it  is  abaolutdf 
impmctieable.  What  would  be  the  maximum  m 
exchange  if  the  peace  of  the  country  were  to  be- 
come doubtful,  and  under  a  great  variety  of  other 
circumstances,  which  may  be  easily  imagined  7 
It  is  useless  to  multiply  examples ;  the  point  is  too 
clear  to  require  discussion:  forty  and  fifty  per 
cent,  have  been  raid  in  the  current  medium  in 
some  parts  of  the  Western  States  for  the  notes  of 
the  branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If 
the  notes  of  the  branches  bad  been  made  a  local 
currency  from  their  first  establishment,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  baok  would  have  been  under  control, 
and  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  so  regulated  as  to 
have  judiciously  distributed  the  capital  of  the 
bank.  Under  such  circumstances,  for  example, 
there  is  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  the  interest 
of  Uie  bank  to  have  sold  exehan^  in  the  Western 
States,  on  the  Atlontie,  at  a  l^ht  premium,  and 
to  have  received  its  paym«it  by  another  operatitMi 
of  exchange  on  New  Orleans,  where  the  products 
of  the  mstem  States  find  their  uurkeL  The 
premium  of  exchange,  whatever  it  may  at  any 
time  be,  will  be  fixed  by  uncontroUaUe  causey 
which  are  perfectlj  just,  and  almost  perfectly  ac- 
curate. It  must  inevitably  be  as  equitably  and 
correctly  fixed  as  the  price  of  wheat,  cotton,  to- 
bacco, rice,  or  any  other  commodity.  It  is  an  utter 
misconception  of  the  princiides  of  exchange  to 
suppose  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with 
any  capital,  or  any  means,  for  terms  of  any  ma- 
terial duration,  could  exact  an  uureasonaUie  pre- 
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miom,  if  the  curraicy  be  sound.  If  that  be  nn- 
soimd,  there  is  no  basis  for  fair  dealing,  and  it  is 
idle  to  jvoject  remedies  against  un&ii  practices. 
The  discerning  will  easily  perceire,  and  the  can- 
did will  readily  admit,  that  tne  bank  is  more  likely 
to  eaffa  than  gain  in  such  a  state  of  things ;  but 
if  the  currency  be  sooud,  the  rates  of  exchange  can 
never  be  excessive,  beeaose  thev  can  never  mate- 
liaUf  ,  and  for  any  consi doable  lengdi  of  timej  ex- 
oeed  tfaeexpensa,  riak,  and  lost  of  intocst  incorred 

the  tRULsportation  of  specie.  The  poaon  de- 
SHOOS  of  BonhasiBg  exehuiffe  will  either  have  the 
meeie  in  Itis  hands,  or  will  receive  it  on  demand 
AMI' some  bank  whose  notes  he  hcdds.  Who, 
^WB,  will  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  giving  much 
more  than  the  expense  of  transportation, 
There  will  be  competition,  too,  wherever  there  is 
^n,  vriiich  will  be  carried  on  as  far,  and  con- 
taned  as  long,  as  it  continues  to  be  gainful.  It  is 
true  that  ezetumgeB  between  some  of  the  Slates 
have,  for  a  considerable  time  past,  been  very  high. 
Bat  wherever  it  was  high,  the  currency  was  in  a 
greater  or  less  d^ree  unsound ;  the  banks  were 
curtailing,  and  the  currency  decreasing.  These 
causes  could  produce  no  other  result.  Had  these 
aaoses  sot  existed,  Uie  premitaas  of  exchange 
•mmki  not  hav<e  been  high.  In  some  places^  though 
ibe  hmakt  pretended  to  pay  spede  for  their  mces, 
tfasy  evaded  it  in  efieet  Let  specie  be  paid  prompt- 
ly and  boaa  fide  to-umiow  in  pkees  vroen  ex- 
(jun^  i>  high,  and  the  premians  ctf'  excfaanoe 
wiU  immediately  fidl  to  rates  founded  on  the 
diarges  and  rin  of  traisportbg  specie,  and  a 
tviAe,  {terhaps.  beyond  their  agor^te.  That  this 
is  an  inevitable  result,  it  is  bdieved^  has  never 
been  denied.  In  England,  it  was  denied  that  the 
adverfie  state  of  exchang^  which  that  country 
soffered  vhile  its  notes  were  inconvertible  de- 
pended on  the  suspension  of  cash  payments ;  but 
It  was  never  denied  that,  if  the  currency  could  at 
any  time  be  converted  into  the  precious  metals,  the 
rates  would  be  governed  by  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tba,  Ac.  Let  the  cnirency  be  sound,  and  the 
j^emiiims  q€  esefaaage  must  be  precisely  jwt.  To 
attempt  to  e^lize  exchange,  or  to  place  the 
•hacne  of  it  oa  any  other  (qteratioaa  than  thoae 
TVhnui  shall  canie  a  demand  for  it,  will  be  u  im- 
practicable as  it  will  be  unjust 

3d.  The  next  ground  on  which  the  receipt  of 
tlw  notes  <^  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  all 
pnittto,  is  comidered  politic,  is,  tbat  they  form  a 
somd  cnrtoicy,  in  which  the  revenue  may  be  col- 
lected. Any  discrimination  between  the  currency 
m  "Vriiich  the  demands  of  the  Government  may  be 
collected,  and  the  general  currency  of  the  country, 
is  founded  on  a  very  limited  view  of  the  subject. 
The  Government  should  never  wi^  to  collect  its 
revenue  in  a  better  currency  than  that  which  its 
policy  provides,  and  its  laws  ordain,  for  the  purposes 
ei  die  citizen.  It  is  a  distinction  which  can  never 
be  made  with  jastice.  The  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment ^uld  always  be  to  establish  a  sound  cur- 
nney  fdr  the  general  ue  of  soeiety,  in  the  advan- 
ttSei  of  which  the  revenue  shonld  only  inddentalty 
parti^pata.  If  the  €h>veiuunt  doea  not  insnre  a 
■mmd  eoReney  to  its  citizen^  it  can  have  no  right 


to  demand  of  them  a  sonnd  currency.  Tfan  m 
only  pay  in  such  currencjr  as  they  are  euUed  to 
pirocure.  The  sole  inquiry,  then,  ought  to 
whether  the  state  of  the  currency  is  benefited  a 
injured  by  the  present  regulation.  Tho  inqnirr 
we  have  sufficiently  attended  to  already.  Botvt 
will  eo  farther,  and  show  diattbe  ldvkat^tsllp■ 
posed  to  be  gained  in  the  collection  of  tfaenroiDe 
IS  not  g^uned;  that  it  is,  on  the  eotttrarf,ddbttd 
by  the  very  r^vlation  which  is  sappoaed  biM 
it.  Where  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  ibe  UiM 
States  will  circulate  as  a  cunencf,  thcv  tRtbn 
out  in  abundance,  and,  in  common  win  oAapA 
currency,  are  used  in  payment  of  the  rereniie:  H 
where  this  is  the  case,  there  is  no  bad  cvnnn, 
and  they  yield  no  great  immednte  aad  loed  m- 
vantage  that  is  not  a&rded  b^odieraoHs.  Tk^ 
DO  doubt,  keep  the  others  in  the  somd  m  a 
which  they  are  found,  and  that  ti  [HvhUyvbt 
was  really  expected  when  it  was  supposed  ibtf 
would  enable  tne  Government  to  collect  its  tercur 
in  a  sound  currency :  that  coDstraction  wonii]  tc 
most  consistent  with  good  sense  and  sound  policr. 
But  if  the  object  was  that  they  sboalii  fmssk  i 
currency  in  which  the  revenue  might  be  coUeetij 
where  there  was  no  other  good  curTeBey,eaiiiilf 
that  object  is  frustrated  by  the  presest  r^M- 
In  the  Western  States,  for  exan^  the  cvmer 
is  unsound,  end  the  reguktioa  oo^  to  hve  i 
tendency  to  keep  the  notes  of  the  Bank  tbe  U»- 
ted  States  there,  that  the  revenue taight  be  cdk m 
in  them.  But  the  toidcney  of  it  is  ititettf 
contrary ;  it  is  to  remore  them  to  a  tetoila  ii*- 
tance  nom  the  t^oe  where  they  are  wutoL 

There  is  a  mistake  on  this  snbjecl,iinlriionio 
the  local  banks,  which  it  nay  be  fit  to  DOticf  U 
is  appKh«ided  by  some,  that,  by  rendei&gtti"'!' 
culation  of  the  offices  of  the  Bank  of  ibt 


States  in  a  certain  degree  local,  it  — 
and  embarrass  the  circulation  of  the  kwl 
If  this  were  true  it  would  hardly  be  a  aiffieiaiM' 
son  to  contravene  an  actofnatiOQal  policy, 
the  claimsof  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stiies,a>i!ielr 
in  its  corporate  capacity,  entirely  oat  of  the  <ia» 
tion ;  but  the  effect  would  be  diiecdf 
where  the  regulation  piopmed  wooM  be  at  lU  (f^ 
emtive.  To  the  norOi  of  the  Potomac  it«"^ 
have  no  operatim  at  aiU,  or  none  worth  eoi^ 
ation;  there,  the  bills  of  the  Bask  of  the  Unitri 
Slates  now  remain,  in  common  with  the  oota J 
the  local  banks,  in  a  local  eircnlatioa,  wiuoa 
inconvenience  to  these  banks,  and  with  bJI  * 
benefits  which  vere  expected  from  the  estao^ 
mmt  of  the  bank  to  the  community  bit'"^^ 
and  West,  the  chaoge  proposed,  far  from 
injurious  to  the  local Imnks,  would  be  greatlrb* 
eficial.  It  is  no  doubt  true,  that,  conld  thej » 
permitted  to  furnish  the  whole  circolmMi » 
have  that  undisturbed  by  the  receipts  and  renuf 
tances  of  the  revenue,  they  would  be  gMf"  ' 
the  exclusion  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  ol  v 
United  Sti^;  but  both  these  adTsatages  ti? 
cannot  eoioy.  If  tbe  levenoe  be  <»"*"15 
clusively  m  thdr  notes,  bceaase  ike  a»J 
the  United  Statea  ahtlbs  unable  to  vm'^ 
they  must  pay  the  vrhole  to  that  bank,  as 
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lie  receiver,  in  specie ;  oi  it  must  remftin  their 
creditor,  and  j»y  the  Government  the  amonnt 
without  receiring  it.  There  is  no  altemattTe. 
Not  being  thrown  back  again  into  circulation,  the 
loasses  of  their  notes,  thus  withdrawn  in  the  heavy 
e^eetkms  of  the  Goverament,  will  not  only  di- 
minish the  aggregate  of  the  gen^l  eircalatioa) 
to  the  spreat  injury  of  the  country,  bat  wilL  fmSi 
destroying  its  e^nilibriam,  and  perverting  the  op- 
eration 01 its  principles,  actually  reduce  the  circu- 
lation of  those  banks  below  the  ptobable  amount 
which  th^  would  enjoy  in  a  joint  and  equally 
protected  participation  in  the  privileffe  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  l^is  emoarrassment 
has  been  felt  by  many  of  the  local  banks  to  the 
South,  which  iiave  complained  that  the  branches 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  did  not  issue 
their  notes  to  relieve  them  from  it ;  not  perceiving 
that,  had  they  done  so,  these  notes  would  imme- 
diately have  been  converted  into  instrmuents  of 
exchange,  and,  instead  of  relieving  them,  would 
have  increased  the  evil,  by  adding  to  the  embar- 
rawmoits  of  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  eota- 
raimity. 

It  is  not  tnw,  as  has  been  fireqatotly  but  ftlaely 
alleged,  that  the  Bank  of  the  tJnited  atatet  has 
asy  hoatility  to  the  local  banks;  aad  this  commit- 
tee is  ready  to  demonstrate  to  the  committees  of 
Congress,  if  particolar  instances  shall  be  stated,  so 
as  to  render  the  subject  susceptible  of  proof,  that 
this  is  a  calumny  without  the  most  slender  foun- 
dation |  and,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  ready  to 
show  signal  instances  in  which  it  has  fostered  and 
sustain^  the  local  institutioDs.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  has  always  acted  under  the  impres- 
sion that  its  own  prosperity  was  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country. 
It  is  needless,  therefore,  to  say  that  the  change 
proposed  is  not  intended  (while  it  is  very  obvious 
It  will  have  a  contrary  effect)  to  lessen  the  advan- 
ti^es  of  the  local  institutions.  Its  object  is  to  use 
its  privileges  with  flur  and  reasoimUe  advantage, 
ia  a  manner  whidi  will  not  impair,  but  advance 
the  public  good.  Ther^tilation  of  which  it  com- 
plains is  practically  equivalent  to  an  absolute  pro- 
hibition to  issue  any  notes  in  the  Western  States, 
and  to  a  like  prohibition  to  issue  them  to  the 
South  of  the  Potomac,  during  six  months  in  the 
year,  while  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  the  con- 
venience of  all  classes  of  the  people  in  these  quar- 
ters of  the  Union,  and  the  restoration  and  perpet- 
uation of  a  sound  currency,  all  require  them  to  be 
issued  largely  and  diffused  widely. 

The  remedy  for  all  these  eviu  is  to  make  the 
notes  receivable  by  the  Gkivemment  only  where 
they  are  payable.  To  this  general  rule,  without 
materially  impeding  the  attamment  of  the  object, 
there  may  be  some  exceptions.  Indeed,  these  ex- 
cni^ODs  may  even  advanee  the  general  object, 
while  they  will  serve  other  important  purposes. 
The  following  may  be  safely  allowed: 

I.  Let  the  notes  of  the  parent  bank  be  received 
everywhere. 

a.  Let  the  notes  of  the  office  at  Washinifftn  be 
received  everywhere. 

3.  Let  all  the  notes  of  the  bank  and  its  offices 


be  received  in  the  States  and  Territories  where 
the  bank  has  no  establishment. 

4.  Let  the  five-dollar  bills  of  the  bank  and  all 
the  offices  be  received  everywhere. 

These  exceptions  ought  to  satisfy  the  advocates 
of  the  msent  regulation,  because  they  wilt  much 
more  effectually  than  the  general  rale  carry  their 
views  into  effect,  iriiile  tmy  will  produce  few  or 
none  oi  the  evils  resulting  ficom  uwt  relation. 
The  privily  given  to  the  notes  of  the  office  at 
Washington  alone  will  be,  in  itself  a  much  greater 
advantage  to  the  Government  and  its  ^ettts  thaA 
all  the  conceivable  advanta^  (the  eviu  aside)  of 
the  present  regulation.  It  will  render  unnecessary 
a  direct  and  sudden  draught  of  the  Qovemment 
funds  from  tbeplaces  where  they  may  have  been 
collected,  to  Washington,  where  they  vrill  be 
wanted :  and  it  will  save  the  bank  the  trouble  and 
expense,  and  the  bank  and  Gtovernment  the  odium 
of  the  transfer.  The  exception  of  five-dollar  notes 
will  confirm  and  enforce  the  existing  r^nlation 
of  the  bask  which  directs  the  receipt  and  payment 
of  notes  of  this  denomination,  as  well  of  the  bank 
as  of  the  offices,  at  all  the  establishments  of  the 
bauk.  The  |»oposed  change  rests  entirely  with 
Ae  Government.  It  affects  no  part  of  the  churter. 
The  cgtidttBg  rule  is  a  regulation  entirely  tmder 
the  contyol  of  Congress.  Let  it,  therefore,  be  n- 
membered,  that  if  the  ^oposed  cbaiwe  be  mad^ 
and  it  be  found  not  to  be  useful  ana  sidttfary.  it 
may  be  repealed  at  the  next,  or  any  other  session 
of  Congress ;  it  will  confer  no  right  upon  the 
bank.  Is  it  not,  then,  manifest  that  great  evils 
aist  from  the  present  regulation  t  Is  there  any 
concomitant  advantage,  except  that  enjoyed  by 
the  lowest  class  of  money-dealers  1  Is  there  any 
possible  danger  that  can  result  from  a  change  by 
way  of  experiment  t  May  we  not  hope,  then,  that 
the  experiment  may  be  made  t 

Finally,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  remark  that 
it  is  not  true,  as  has  been  represented,  that  the 
bank  is  asking  new  jtrivileges  of  Congress.  !•  it 
a  new  privilege  which  would  remove  a  restraint 
whose  operation  denies  to  the  institution  the  aer- 
vices  of  safe  and  competent  managers  1  b  it  a 
new  privilege  which  Would  punish  great  crimes 
with  adequate  punishments?  Is  it  a  new  privi- 
lege whicn  would  merely  substitute  one  class  of 
agents  in  the  pltLce  of  another  for  the  discharge  of 
a  duty  consisting  entirely  of  manual  labor?  In 
fine,  IS  it  a  new  privilege  to  the  bank  for  the  Gov- 
ernment not  to  receive  its  notes  in  a  manna:  pro- 
ductive of  great  public  evil,  because  it  will  comr 
bine  a  benefit  to  the  bank  with  the  publie  good  ? 
Are  they  not  mere  modifications  of  existing  privi- 
leges, or  the  exclusive  exercise  by  Goverament  of 
its  own  right,  for  the  public  advantage? 

The  statement  annexed,  marked  A,  will  show 
the  evil  and  embarrassing  effects  of  me  existing 
r^ulation.  when  the  notes  of  the  offices  to  the 
South  ana  West  were  freely  issued,  on  the  distri- 
bution of  the  capital  of  the  bank.  It  will  appear 
from  it,  that,  at  the  date  of  that  statement  not- 
withstanding great  exertions  had  been  made  to 
place  and  keep  capital  at  Boston,  the  efifect  not 
only  &iled,  but  that  the  office  at  that  place  had 
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less  than  no  capital  by  $372,000 — that  is  to  sajr, 
that  the  bank  was  indebted  to  it  that  sam ;  and 
that  the  office  established  in  the  great  commercial 
«ity  of  New  York  faafl  no  more  than  $245,000  of 
the  immense  capital  of  the  bank. 

The  statement  annexed  marked  B  will  show  the 
unmense  amount  of  the  branch  notes  which  have 
been  redeemed  where  they  were  not  payable. 

Aeennpanytng  this  communication  the  commit- 
tee of  Congreaa  will  also  receire  a  list  of  the 
stockholders*  of  the  bank  on  the  1st  October,  1820, 
iriiich  will  enable  them  to  see  who  are  now  the 
stockholders;  from  which  it  will,  it  is  beliered, 
ftppeur  that  ther  have  been  justly  characterized 
1^  the  memorial. 

A. 

JXstrHwtion  o/  the  capital  qf  the  Bank  of  the  United 

StatMj  May  28, 1819. 
Portsmouth    -      -      -      -      -  $117,678  70 
Proridence     -----   335,808  54 

Hiddletown  255,985  11 

New  York   245,287  81 

Baltimore  5,646,325  28 

Washington   555,737  97 

Ricfajnond  1,760,502  68 

Norfolk   861,764  16 

Fayettenlle   677,963  81 

Charleston  1,935,042  35 

Sannnah  1^420,543  45 


New  Orleans-      -      -      -     - 1,664^  r 

Lexington  1^,388  M 

Cincinnati  8,400^  » 

LouisTille  1,129^  H 

Chilicothe   649^83 

Pittsburg  769J)3t3i 

Philadelphia  -      -813,418,742  96 
Deduct  tnis  sum,  due 
to  the  Boston  office       372,825  79 

 13,045^1;  i: 

34,973^13 


This  statement  of  the  capital  at  Philadelphiiii 
merely  nominal,  if  considered  as  a  capital  torik 
proper  operations  of  banking,  as  in  iheaborea 
are  embraced  all  the  property  and  debu  dot  (be 
institution,  including  therein  the  fire  pa  cai 
stock  which  the  Government  subscribed,  debbk 
by  State  banks,  &c. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that,  since  the  date  of  ^ 
statement,  the  necessary  restraint  pnt  apon  tk 
issues  of  the  notes  of  the  offices  to  the  Soaili,ii 
seasons  when  the  exchanges  are  unlaTonlile  ic 
them,  and  upon  those  of  the  West,  at  all  sam. 
the  exchanges  being  always  uufaTonUetotkeD. 
has  enabled  the  bank,  by  great  efibrti  ud  ini 
Tigilance,  to  place  and  k^  adequate  cqiiiau  v 
all  points. 


B. 

3^  foUoainff  tvm,  in  hnneh  notes,  received  at  the  Bank  efOt  United  Statu,  Aaw  been  diiepeeti  tfeifiUm: 


OOocs. 


Portsmonlh 
Boston 
Pnrldence 
Hiddletown 
NewToik  - 
Baltimore  • 
Washington 
Norfolk  . 
Bkbmond  • 
FayeUerille 
Charleston 
fiarannah  - 
New  Orleans 
LoaisTillfl  - 
Lexington  - 
CinoDnati  • 
CbiUcoths  - 
Ptttsbnrg  - 


RMsmsd  10  oOui. 


36^10 
33^75 
Sl^ 
4S,0S0 
878,4M 
3.111.406 
3,467.370 
461,660 
933,489 
801,308 
611,799 
969,066 
4S0.I16 
37.660 
170,380 
198^ 
36,000 
348,760 


MousofadlMids- 
■nytd. 


$10,431,666 


100 
142,656 
670 
980 
813,880 
314,640 
88,876 
13,630 
9,610 
369,980 
128,680 
479.440 
186,010 
SU.810 
379,600 
403,640 
337,860 
390,700 


NotM  of  oOcas  OB 


$3,896,030 


3,776 
3.316 
1,780 
10,886 
39,840 
1,730 
64,886 
18,726 
16.130 
7,190 
13,860 
11.730 
80,040 
94,340 
84,800 
119,010 
88,860 
41,410 


$674,076 


*  The  fiat  li  omlttad. 
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To  the  foreffoiDg  amouot  of  -  914,893,661  00 
there  ought  to  be  added  the  fol- 
lowing amooDt  of  post  notes 
issued  by^  the  parent  bank,  and 
destroyed,  because  thev  were 
used  in  the  Southern  and  West- 
em  States  in  lira  of  bnneh 
notes   5,528,981  96 


Amount  redeemed      -     -  «30,4S2,61S  96 


The  sum  thus  redeemed  is  exelnsire  of  consid- 
erable sums  in  hnneh  notes,  reeeiTed  at  offices 
other  than  those  which  tasu^  them,  and  which 
were  not  returned  through  the  parent  bank,  but 
directly  from  the  offices  which  redeemed  them  to 
the  cmses  which  had  issued  them. 

JAMES  HOUSTON, 
AMttttant  CoiMer. 

Bahk  U.  S.,  Dee.  7, 1880. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

rCommunicated  to  th«  Hooae,  January  16,  1831.] 
Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  various 
memoriab  {ffsjing  for  and  remonstrating  against 
an  increase  of  the  duties  on  imports,  respectfully 
reported : 

That  tbey  have  directed  their  best  attention  to 
the  subjects  submitted  to  them  by  the  House,  and 
feel  it  their  duty  to  state  their  views  fully  and 
freely,  so  that  it  may  be  enabled  to  act  with 
promptitude.  It  is  certainly  time  that  the  pro-, 
priety  of  extending  protection  to  the  objects  now 
claiming  it  should  he  finally  seUled ;  the  nation 
expects,  and  their  interest  demands  it 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  very  great  consolation  to 
the  committee  to  know  that,  at  the  end  of  thirty 
rears  of  its  operation,  this  Government  find  its 
debt  increased  920,000,000.  and  its  revenue  inade- 
quate to  its  expenditure ;  tne  national  domain  im- 
raired,  and  $20,000,000  of  its  proceeds  expended ; 
935,000,000  drawn  from  the  people  by  internal  tax- 
ation, $341,000,000  by  impost,  yet  the  public  Trea- 
sury dependent  on  loans ;  in  profound  peace,  and 
without  any  national  calsmity,  the  country  embar- 
rassed with  debts,  and  real  estate  under  rapid  de- 
preciation ;  the  markets  of  agriculture  the  pursuits 
of  manufactures,  diminished  and  declining ;  com- 
merce struggling,  not  to  retain  the  carrying  the 
{ffoduce  of  other  countries,  bat  our  own.  There  is 
no  national  int«est  which  is  in  a  healthful,  thriv- 
ing condition;  the  nation  at  lar^  is  not  so;  the 
operations  of  the  Govemmentand  individuals  alike 
labor  under  difficulties  which  are  felt  by  all,  and 
for  which  some  remedy  must  be  discovered.  It 
is  not  a  common  occurrence  in  the  historv  of 
nations,  that  in  peace  the  people  should  call  on 
the  Government  to  relieve  their  distresses;  the 
GoTernmeut  reciprocate  the  call,  by  asking  the 
people  to  relieve  theirs ;  the  resources  of  both  ex- 
oausted ;  both  matching  to  poverty  or  wealth  (as 


opinions  may  vary)  in  the  same  road,  on  the  same 
principles  j  their  expenses  exceeding  their  receipts ; 
unable  to  discover,  or  unwilling  to  develop,  new 
sources  of  wealth  or  industry ;  pursuing  theories 
too  far,  or  not  far  enough ;  too  much  or  too  Ilule 
guided  by  the  opinion  of  foreign  authors  and  re- 
viewers or  domestic  statesmen,  ^as  each  mind  may 
fancy;)  unmindful  of  the  policy  which  has  se- 
cured the  fiteat  interests  of  other  nations,  or  una- 
ble to  devise  a  better  for  ours ;  too  unwise  to  profit 

Sthe  lessons  of  experience;  too  wLse  to  need 
nn,  or  unable  to  agree  as  to  their  dictates — we 
are  certainly  not  at  uiat  point  of  public  or  private 

Srosperity  which  can  be  a  source  of  satisfaction, 
tthers  "rejoice  at  the  beams  of  peace"  which 
bring  their  attendant  blessing;  but,  if  the  people 
of  this  country  may  judge  ot  the  five  next  by  the 
five  last  years,  war  will  be  peace  to  them.  Five 
years  of  peace  on  the  continent  of  Europe  have 
nearly  repaired  the  ravages  of  twenty-^ve  jears  of 
war :  four  years  of  peace  in  this  authwized  the 
official  dnilaration  "  that  but  few  eiamples  have 
occurred  of  distress  so  general  and  severe  as  that 
which  has  been  exhibited  in  the  United  States." 

For  the  first  twenty-two  years  we  enjoyed  all 
the  advantages  of  peace  at  home  and  waraoroad; 
we  prospered  amidst  the  distresses  of  others.  Bui 
it  ought  not  to  be  said  of  a  Republic  that  its  insti- 
tutions are  calculated  only  for  a  state  of  foreign 
convulsion ;  that  it  can  flourish  only  when  others 
suffer.  Our  history  justifies  the  observation  that 
onr  prosperity  is  in  a  ratio  inverse  to  that  of  Eu- 
rope; when  it  is  in  a  state  of  convulsion,  we  rise 
to  greatness  in  proportion  to  its  throes ;  its  repose 
causes  a  revulsion  which  shakes  all  our  interests 
to  their  foandation.  If  it  be  really  true  that  we 
have  adapted  our  systems  to  a  state  of  war  in  Eu- 
rope, that  they  are  ineonsistoit  with  the  relations 
which  flow  irom  geuoal  peace,  it  behooves  us  to 

Kuse,  and  ask  if  this  is  a  prudent  basis  for  l^is- 
ioQ  1  if  it  is  not  a  bold  and  a  dangerous  experi- 
ment to  make  all  our  calculations  on  a  state  of 
things  which  no  longer  exists,  and  was  forced  and 
unnatural  7  We  are  too  a|rt  to  think  the  events 
of  our  own  times  common  ones.  We  become  fa- 
miliarized to  them  by  their  continuance,  and  cease 
to  appreciate  their  magnitude.  History  has  never 
presented  to  our  contemplation  such  a  succession 
of  great  events  as  in  the  last  thirty  years.  Future 
fenerations  will  wonder  at  them,  and  wish  tbey 
had  occurred  in  their  days.  We,  under  whose  ob- 
servation they  have  passed,  bestow  less  of  our  at- 
tention to  their  nature,  and  are  not  sufficiently 
convinced  that,  in  proportion  to  their  importance, 
their  recurrence  is  less  probable.  When  the  fancy 
or  pride  of  the  historian  shall  have  swelled  them 
beyond  truth,  those  which  we  now  contemplate 
with  so  much  admiration  will  lose  their  interest. 
An  imported  head  of  antiquity,  which  may  hare 
been  on  the  shoulders  of  Pompey,  excites  more 
curiosity  than  the  heads  of  greater  men  whom  we 
have  all  seen :  future  ages  will  look  more  to  that 
of  Washington.  It  is  not  for  curiosity  alone  we 
look  to  other  ages  and  other  countries ;  we  eagerly 
search  the  records  of  ancient  Republics  for  tlw 
rules  of  government  and  the  lessons  of  experience  i 
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m  could  better  proRt  by  tbe  exaatioalioii  of  our 
own;  posterity  will  look  to  this  for  eumple. 
CKhet  nations  have  followed  and  now  profit  hf 
oar  ixditical  inatitations,  but  all  shun  and  vtma 
our  internal  ptdiey,  our  principles  of  economy,  and 
national  iBterMt,liecaa!«  oar  experience  has  proved 
their  fallacy;  our  moral  influence  still  operates 
ererywhere  but  at  home ;  we  alone  are  unjust  to 
ourselves,  unwilling  to  profit  by  our  own  practice. 
The  present  Cortes  of  Spain,  at  the  moment  of  as- 
similating their  religions  and  political  establish- 
ments to  ours,  evince,  by  their  com  laws,  tariff, 
and  commercial  reg^olations,  that  our  history  has 
been  inatractive  to  them ;  when  it  shall  prove  so  to 
(waelVes,  it  will  not  be  tbought  unsafe  or  unwise 
to  traild  oar  systems  of  revenne  on  domestic  and  not 
ibreign  industry,  on  the  foundation  of  our  own 
laws,  internal  production  and  internal  employ- 
ment. As  to  stability,  it  is  thediflference  between 
the  waves  and  the  land }  as  to  certainty,  between 
the  return  of  the  seasons  and  the  fluetuatkms  of 
foreign  r^ulations ;  as  to  the  means  of  consump- 
tion, between  the  steady  demand  for  the  surplus 
of  labor  and  production,  and  the  one  which  varies 
with  every  importation.  History  does  not  furnish 
another  instance  of  a  nation  relying  on  the  im- 
portation of  goods  as  the  main  and  almost  exclu- 
sive source  of  revenue.  It  has  now  become  more 
like  the  daring  throw  of  desperation  than  the  set- 
tled result  of  financial  knowledge,  or  the  deliber- 


ate deductima  of  reason.  In  ererf  odur  nation, 
agriculture,  manufiietares,  and  onmnerec^  have 
been  deemed  intimately  connected,  each  necsssaiy 
to  the  growth  and  Wealth  of  each  other,  ail  easen- 
tial  ingredients  of  national  happiness ;  in  mat, 
there  is  said  to  be  an  hostility  deej^  inTetentie,aBd 
incurable.  To  every  individual  among  us,  it  is  the 
ftrstlesson  of  ecoDomytoeammoretfaaa  is  e^Msd- 
ed,  to  sell  more  than  is  bought,  to  export  inoreiiian 
import;  yet  this  is  said  to  be  bad  policy  for  a  nation. 
It  has  been  derated  sound  policy  to  bottom  the  pub- 
lie  resources  on  the  consumption  of  the  people, 
and  that  the  articles  of  that  consumption  shiwld 
be  furnished  from  alwoad.  Th^ty  yeaza  of  expe- 
rience has  tested  the  wisdmn  oi  our  measoies; 
thejr  may  suit  a  state  o(  war.  but  ate  rniaov  M 
us  in  peace.  It  is  verily  believed  that  the  Im 
five  yean  of  European  peace  have  taken  Inatihe 
resources  of  the  people  more  than  was  acqnid 
in  twenty-two  years  of  European  war ;  that,  if 
the  debts  of  the  country  were  deducted  from  the 
value  of  the  property,  toe  nation  is  poOTertbanis 
1790.  If  this  be  thought  a  bold  assertion,  the 
committee  beg  that  its  correctness  may  be  deeidcc^ 
not  by  general  exclamation,  but  by  practical  lAt 
servaUon  and  calculation.  Our  population  baa 
increased  nearly  three-fold :  have  our  exports  in- 
creased in  proportion?  The  following  statoneat 
may  not  be  witiiout  instruction : 


Exports  for  the  jftart  1790  and  ISSO. 


Exports. 

For  1700. 

For  18M. 

laeiasM. 

SMfeMe. 

Pot  and  peail  adua 

-  tons 

6,380 
62.S71 

8,636 

3,646 

6a>B9I 

619,681 

1,177,036 
331^19 

667,36fi 

Fish,  dried     .      -  ■ 
Fish,  pickled  •      .  ■ 

-  qntatali 

388,387 

•  bairals 

57,434 

87,016 

30,498 

Flaxseed 

•  bnihals 

409,444 
1,713,341 

SSOtOU 

Indian  com    -    '  • 

•  bushels 

686,741 

Pork     .      -      -  . 

30,686 

44^091 

17^ 

78,339 

71,663 

1^ 

101,373 

88,940 

17.3» 

51,044 
3,818 

38,176 

it,8n 

Pitch     -      -      -  - 

-  barrels 

8,798 

Torpentine    -      -  . 

-  barrels 

68,107 

76,749 

17,«4S 

I,018,M9 

33,137 

M7,se! 

It  would  be  desemding  to  miauteness  to  pursue 
the  comparison  to  all  the  items  of  our  exports; 
the  general  result  would  not  difibr  from  this  speci- 
men. In  cotton,  there  has  been  not  only  a  prodi- 
gions  increase,  but  as  it  were  a  new  creaticm ;  the 
value  of  this  article  exported  is  to  the  amount  of 
all  our  domestic  exports  as  twenty-two  to  fifty-one. 
It  exceeds  all  the  other  agricultural  productions  of 
the  country,  but  can  be  raised  only  in  the  southern 
sections ;  to  them  and  the  nation  at  large  it  is  <^ 
iafinite interest;  it  relieves  the  general  gloom ;  bat 
to  HZteen  States  it  affords  no  pn^ta,  except  by 
eaRTi>gaad  coaaumptioB ;  it  fumiabes  no  foreign 
market  for  other  ^oauetimu. 


If  the  amount  of  exptvts  be  a  test  of  natiaat. 
wealth,  if  agriculture  be  an  interest  worthy  of  as- 
tionai  attention,  this  presents  a  serieos  picture  oc 
our  progress;  it  ought  to  be  well  esamraed  if 
every  fanner  who  cannot  raisd  cotton.  So  ftr  e 
the  exportation  of  domestic  produce  is  the  sapper: 
of  commerce,  so  far  the  picture  applie&^and  tbt 
merchant  must  seriously  examine  it.  So  £ir  it 
the  ability  K>  consume  prodnetioiu  imported  fna 
foreign  countries  depends  on  the  quantity  of 
exported,  the  financier  most  look  to  die  -pn^M^ 
of  the  revenne;  and  in  its  effects  on  all  tbea»^ 
ests  of  the  nation,  the  statesman  has  much  firconr 
temi^tion.   When  be  has  compared  theittfot^ 
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with  the  exports,  he  can  well  account  ftw  the  fol- 1 
lowing  official  riew  of  our  situation : 

"  The  currency  of  the  United  States  has  in  three 
years  been  reduced  from  $110,000,000  to  $45,- 
000,000.   This  reduction  exceeds  fifty-nine  per 
I     cent  of  the  whole  circulation  of  1815."   "All  in- 
telligent writers  upon  currency  agree  that  where 
it  is  decreasing  in  amount,  |>oTerty  and  misery 
must  prenU.  The  correctness  of  Ow  opinion  is 
I    too  manifest  to  require  proof;  the  afliled  roice  of 
the  nstiofi  atMsts  iu  accuracy.  As  there  is  no 
recorded  example  in  the  history  of  nfttioits  of  a 
I     redaction  of  the  eoneney  so  rapid  and  so  exfen- 
sire,  80  but  few  examples  have  occurred  of  distress 
so  gen«al  and  so  severe  as  that  which  has  been 
exhibited  in  the  United  States."— .[7V«im)>Jteport 
I     on  the  Curraney,  p.  496.] 

Without  inquiring  whether  the  state  of  the  cnr- 
I     rency  is  a  cause  or  an  effect,  it  is  enough  to  know 
I    and  feel  the  melancholy  truths  thus  avowed.  Why 
!     are  these  things  so?   The  sea,  the  forest,  the 
I     earth,  yield  their  abundance ;  the  labor  of  man  is 
I     rewanied;  pestilence,  famine,  or  war,  commit  do 
I     ravages;  nocalmniiy  has  visited  the  people;  peace 
smiles  on  us ;  plenty  blesses  the  land.  Whence, 
,     then,  this  burst  of  universal  distress?   In  former 
ages,  seven  years  of  plenty  would  feed  seven  years 
of  famine.  Plenty  was  a  blessing,  not  a  curse ; 
it  seems  reversed  in  the  present.  Oar  last  five 
years  have  been  well  favored  and  fat  fleshed,  our 
com  been  imnk  and  good,  but  our  individual  and 
national  resources  are  "  wi^ered,  thin,  and  Masted 
with  the  east  wind;"  "our  full  com  has  become 
blasted,  our  fet  kine  poor  and  very  ill  fevored  and 
lean  fleshed,  such  as  we  never  saw  before  in  all 
the  land."   When  the  bounties  of  Providence  fail 
to  prove  beneficent  io  their  effects,  man  must  be 
perverse  or  Government  unjust.   Past  the  thirtieth 
year  of  our  existence  in  the  present  form,  approach- 
ing the  fiftieth      indei>endence.  and,  counting 
ftom  that  of  its  recognition,  we  have  had  fewer 
months  of  war  than  years  of  peac^  yet  abundance 
cannot  relieve  our  wants;  the  market  for  the  one, 
the  supply  of  the  other,  are  neither  within  the  con- 
trol of  the  peoide,  or  directed  by  the  Government. 
A  GkiTcrament,  too,  of  the  people's  choice,  bound 
to  reward  fiUal  attachment  by  national  protection, 
it  was  not  instituted — it  is  not  supported— to  soffer 
all  the  intereets  of  the  nation  to  be  writhing  under 
foreign  policy,  and,  while  implcwing  relief,  to  be 
sunk  under  the  appalling  answer  of  "regulate 
yourselves," 

When  Government  calls  on  the  people  for  reve- 
^     nue,  they  will  answer  "  let  us  alone."   If  legisla- 
(     tion  will  neither  lead  to  wealth  nor  relieve  from 
»     distress,  it  must  not  legislate  the  people  out  of 
wealth  or  into  poverty.   When  plenty  is  attended 
»     with^the  effects  of  famine,  when  superfluity  will 
not  avert  wants,  and  peace  to  us  produces  all  the 
^    miseries  of  war  to  others,  there  must  be  some  deep 
!,     and  radical  error;  it  must  be  most  powerful  in  its 
;     operatitm,  and  be  inherently  flxea  in  a  system 
t    which  thus  involves  a  whole  nation  in  general 
:    distress.  Histonr  affcHrds  no  exam|de  of  a  people 
impoverished  while  in  the  full  fnution  of  health, 
>    peace,  and  plenty;  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  ours 


to  furnish  a  new  item  to  its  records.  Elsewhere, 
an  overflowing  treasury  indicates  national  pros- 
perity ;  with  us,  the  two  years  of  the  greatest  revenue 
have  been  selected  as  the  epoch  which  ccmsum" 
mated  our  embarrassments.  There  are  sources  of 
taxation  which  will  supply  the  public  wants  from 
the  people's  surplus ;  those  sources  are  traced  in 
every  country  but  this.  Our  system  of  revenue  is 
foDttdied  on  tne  markets  and  cmisamption  of  the 
country,  and  both  are  dependent  on  foreign  power 
and  interest  Suecett  may  justify  the  bud  exper» 
iment  at  a  time  when  moral  and  political  princi- 
ples have  been  deranged  by  a  great  revolution ; 
but  when  pursued  in  a  time  of  settled  order  and 

nerat  r^KWCj  it  savors  not  of  wisdom  or  justice, 
liled  even  in  the  a^  of  wonders ;  it  would  be 
a  new  one,  indeed,  if  it  succeeded  now. 

It  cannot  be  unwise  or  unprofitable  to  search  for 
the  causes  which  have  brought  the  cotmtry  to  its 
present  condition.  The  evils,  being  neither  locat 
nor  partial,  can  be  of  no  ordinary  kind;  their 
origin  cannot  be  in  the  people.  It  cotrld  not  be 
their  intention  to  blast  the  interests  of  agricnl-* 
tore,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  for  they  are 
their  own ;  to  exhaust  their  public  treasury,  for 
that  must  tend  to  their  oppression  j  it  coidd  not 
be  in  thdr  power,  if  their  Government  was  wise 
enough  to  discover  the  tendency^  and  strong 
enough  to  control  dteir  operations ;  and  if  it  has 
not  wisdom  to  discover  or  strength  to  direct  the 
true  interests  of  the  nation,  it  cannot  be  snch  a 
one  as  its  founders  intended  to  secure  to  their  pos- 
terity. It  is  a  poor  compliment  to  their  wisdom 
as  welt  as  ours,  a  poor  recommendation  to  repub- 
lican forms  and  principles,  if  this  Legislatm*e 
cannot  "provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
promote  the  general  welfare ;"  we  trust  it  will  be 
never  said  that  it  shall  not  by  its  efibrts  deserve 
success.  If  the  fault  is  not  in  the  people,  it  must 
be  in  the  Government,  either  foreign  or  domestic; 
if  foreign  systems  have  produced  these  lamentv 
ble  consequences,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  enforce' 
the  necessity  of  dieir  coonteraetion ;  if  s  domes- 
tie  system,  or  the  want  of  tme,  haa  led  us  to  our 
present  state,  its  abolition,  or  the  adoption  of  a 
new  one,  is  a  solemn  dnty  diie  to  our  constifnents. 
If  the  majority  in  our  councils  should  think  that 
a  change  of  policy  may  be  dangerous,  it  mo  A 
mean  domestic ;  their  patriotism  would  forbid  the 
imputation  of  their  being  unwilling  to  relieve  the 
country  from  the  operation  of  foreign  policy,  if 
that  should  be  the  cause  of  our  grievous  condi- 
tion. If  it  is  not  foreign,  it  must  be  domestic  ; 
and  they  ought  to  be  well  assured  that  their  course 
is  consistent  with  reason  and  sanctioned  by  expe^ 
rience.  If  it  be  true  that  our  present  legislation  is 
calculated  on  a  state  of  vrar  in  Europe  that  it 
has  then  but  partially  succeeded,  and  wholly  fhiled 
in  peace,  would  seem  but  the  natural  connexion 
between  came  and  eflecL  The  change  of  all  the 
relations  on  which  a  system  i»  built  must  affect 
the  system  itself ;  it  is  in  vain  to  mieet  a  li&i- 
formity  in  its  operations  when  all  the  moving 
principles  are  reversed.  We  bnild  our  revemie  on 
consomption,  yet  expect  it  to  be  permanent  while 
consumption  is  in  a  constmiption ;  we  found  the 
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people  prospered  when  exportation  gare  a  market 
Uieir  surplus,  and  loolc  for  a  coDtiDuance  of 
OTosperity  wliea  the  sources  of  it  are  stopped. 
The  expenses  of  this  GorerniDeDt  increase  with 
the  population  of  (he  country ;  yet,  while  expen- 
diture is  on  the  advance  revenue  is  on  the  decline. 
Ours  is  the  last  Government  in  the  whole  com- 
munity of  nations  which  is  willing  that  the  mar- 
kets ror  the  production,  the  establishments  for 
fabrication,  should  be  in  a  foreign  country,  under 
the  infiaence  of  foreign  Powers ;  we  give  efficient 
protection  only  to  the  means  ta  distribatiug  our 
wants.  We  seem  not  to  follow  the  experience  of 
ages,  but  to  be  making  a  daring  effort  to  persevere 
in  the  assertion  of  principles  exf^oded  by  all  na- 
tional practice;  yet,  in  their  application  to  one 
great  and  important  branch  of  national  industry, 
we  have  discovered  and  corrected  our  error  (if 
error  it  may  be  called)  before  any  practical  injury 
was  sustained.  During  five-and-twenty  years  we 
adhered  to  our  discriminating  duties  on  tonnage; 
they  probably  aided  our  commerce  during  the 
French  revolution ;  but  it  was  foreseen  they  would 
injure  it  when  the  occupations  displaced  by  that 
event  should  have  obtained  their  accustomed 
employment,  when  the  interest  of  nations  would 
suffer  them  to  pursue  their  policy;  and  only  four- 
teen days  elapsed  from  Uie  promulgation  of  our 
treaty  of  peace  before  we  repealed  onr  whole  sys- 
tem of  discriminating  duties  as  to  the  ships  of  all 
nations  who  would  repeal  theirs.  We  offered 
reciprocity  to  all  the  wiwld ;  but  where  reciprocitv 
was  refused,  the  discrimination  remained ;  it  still 
remains,  and  this  Congress  adheres  to  the  same 
rigid  course  which  is  pursued  towards  American 
dupping.  The  committee  deem  it  not  improper 
to  recommend  the  lesson  of  its  own  experience; 
it  is  but  for  this  Congress  to  apply  its  own  princi- 
ples to  another  co-ordinate  and  equally  important 
oranch  of  national  industry.  Laws  founded  on 
war  will  not  suit  a  state  of  peace  in  this  more 
than  any  other.  Let  there  be  no  system  of  restric- 
tion, but  one  of  reciprocity — of  liberal  interchange; 
as  one  of  the  ffreat  family  of  nations,  let  our  laws 
keep  pace  with  theirs  in  liberality ;  let  them  even 
make  the  first  friendly  offer. 

The  act  of  March,  1815,  is  our  own  d^nition 
of  free  trade.  It  declares  that  reeiproeitjr  of  duties 
is  the  true  {vinciple  by  which  toaseertam  whether 
a  system  is  restrictive  or  free.  This  act  has  met 
with  the  approbation  of  the  whole  country.  So 
far  as  the  reciprocity  has  been  obtained,  it  has 
aided  our  commerce;  and  all  we  ask  of  others  is 
the  adoption  of  this  principle.  But,  though  we 
rq>eal  our  laws,  it  is  only  conditional — "such 
rraeal  to  take  effect  in  favor  of  any  foreign  .nation, 
whenever  the  President  of  the  Umted  States  shall 
be  satisfied  that  the  discriminating  or  countervail- 
ing duties  of  sQch  foreign  nation,  so  far  as  they 
operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  United  Slates, 
hare  been  abolished."  Reciprocal  duties  are  within 
the  spirit  of  this  law ;  iu  policy  is  wise  and  sound ; 
its  appUcatioD  to  the  interest  of  agriculture  and 
mantuaetaroi,  it  is  beliered,  wonld  relieve  thetr 
distresses.  That  the  exclosion  of  the  productions 
of  oar  soil  operates  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 


United  States  cannot  be  denied.  Reciprocal  dins 
on  theirs  is  our  practical  commentary  on  iheiai 
It  is,  then,  most  respectfully  submitted  to  tbeHctse 
that  it,  at  least,  deserves  the  trial  whether  the  sut 
rule  ought  not  to  be  applied  with  equal  force  le 
the  raising,  the  making,  as  well  as  to  the  anpi 
of  our  articles  of  consnmptioD.  Year  somA 
year;  our  troubles  increase.   For  ihe  five  yon  of 
the  new  state  of  things,  no  changes  hirt  tea 
made  in  our  laws  in  relation  to  any  coawn  iot 
commerce;  each  year  finds  themwotsc.  Alike 
last  session  the  attempt  to  efieet  a  chupw 
called  premature ;  and  it  seems  that  era  mit 
convenient  season  has  not  arrived.  ThemmH 
then  and  now  proposed  are  said  to  bs 
the  great  concerns  of  the  conndy.  No  btUsn 
other  plan  is  {voposed  for  their  rehef,irkiil 
admit  the  evil ;  some  must  oSu  a  icmedj;  iM 
who  object  to  the  i^na  of  others  ihoiild  foet 
some  01  their  own,  or  prove  that  none  is  ikcosi]. 
If  the  country  labors  under  distress,  the  am 
should  be  discovered  as  well  as  ibe  remedy.  If  ii 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  declension  of  out 
tore  and  manufactures,  then  where  is  it?  If 
revival  will  not  effect  the  cure,  then  whiiwi' 
The  people  of  thb  country  expect  that  someiiui{ 
will  be  done;  and  as  the  measures  mnsi  otigiaK 
in  this  House,  it  assigus  the  varioDs  wtgectstf 
cmisideration  to  the  appropriate  commiiteei  No 
measm«  has  yet  been  proposed  by  the  Conuniiw 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  jiroTide  ^ief  lo  tkm- 
sury,  or  by  those  on  agncnltore  and  tmusttVi 
relieve  those  interests.    It  has  thus  derolTol  on 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  not  to  Kt  in 
concert  with  the  other  committees  of  tits  How 
in  devising  the  measures  which  mr  iM 
their  harmonious  co-operation,  equal  nli^ 
the  suffering  interests  of  the  countrT,bDt,uui«fl. 
as  it  were,  on  a  forlorn  hope,  to  look  for  ibeioaK 
of  assistance  to  the  interests  peculiaHfciHifiwl^ 
their  care.    The  committee  do  not  shrink  m 
the  arduous  duties.   In  their  discbarge  thef  ih 
great  relief  in  the  conviction,  which  reailtJ&H 
their  investigations^  that  there  is  no  great  Idih* 
of  this  nation  distmct  from  another;  thitlKn 
exists  among  them  a  most  intimate  nntcti''*' 
nexion.  and  dependence;  thai,  in  om  bfl"' 
days,  tney  were  as  little  divided  as  iixj  tR»< 
in  those  of  their  despondency.  If  all  norm 
ished  but  one,  it  might  well  be  doubted  u  f 
would  be  proper  to  risk  their  safety,  bTaitempi* 
a  change.   But  the  committee  tfaioV  dierti^ 
be  no  danger  in  moulding  our  system  into 
shape  as  is  necessary  to  meet  the 
its  foundation  ;  to  apply  thfesameiNiiieiplni''''' 
have  been  approved  of  by  every  Congrtsi  *' 
the  peace,  to  all  the  sources  of  natiraiai  m'"^ 
We  think  them  the  heads  of  tributary  soob 
which  form  the  great  river  of  public  ^tw^ 
We  know  of  no  dividing  ridge  which  fif^ 
their  union.   All  history,  past  and  preMflr 
experience,  foreign  and  domestic ;  ibe  opoiB 
the  statesman  in  cotucil,  and  the  f^"''^  ' 
field:  the  eoineidence of  national 
tioDu  toast^  connect  agricnlUue,  ■b^"*''^ 
and  commerce.  We  are  not  aware  that  ^<W" 
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is  forbidden,  or  ought  to  be  dissolred  by  sound  le- 
gtslalioD.  Believing  it  exists,  and  is  indispensable 
to  national  happiness,  we  beg  leave  to  present  a 
bill,  which  is  toe  od&pring  of  our  judgment,  guided 
by  no  attachment  to  one  mterest  at  tne  expense  of 
another,  by  no  hostility  to  any  system^  except  such 
as  '*  operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  United 
States." 

If  common  defence  requires  a  revenue  to  provide 
the  means,  that  revenue  should  be  aa  certain  as 
the  expenditure,  permanent  as  the  wants  it  is  de- 
signed to  meet,  built  on  the  coosomptiou,  support- 
ing and  supported  by  the  industry  of  the  country. 
If  the  means  of  consumption  depend  on  the  facili- 
ties of  exchange,  a  market  must  t>e  secured  to  agri- 
culture ;  [vovisions  and  raw  materials  must  have 
a  permanent  and  steady  demand ;  manufactures 
must  exist  somewhere  to  furnish  and  secure  this 
demand,  and  the  supply  of  the  articles  for  use 
which  eommerce  must  distrtbute.  Then  another 
question  occurs:  Where  shooM  these  means  exist 
and  be  in  operation  ?  In  our  own  country,  in  the 
hands  of  our  own  citizens,  under  the  control  of 
our  own  Government:  these  appear  to  ua  the 
essence  of  independeuce.  The  materials  for  build- 
ing and  equipping  our  ships,  clothing  and  arming 
our  soldiers  and  sailors,  consuming  the  surplus, 
and  supplying  the  wants  of  the  people,  are  items 
in  the  general  system  of  common  defence  and 
general  welfare.  It  is  time  to  know  whether  this 
country  can  or  ought  to  command  them.  The 
effects  of  foreign  command  have  been  tried ;  it  is 
but  a  compaon  mode  of  eomiog  at  truth  to  try 
the  domestic. 

National  interest  and  national  pride  have  already 
been  put  to  a  severe  test ;  it  is  yet  grating  to  na- 
tional feeling  to  find  tbe  benefits  of  our  laws  ac- 
cruing not  to  our  own  citizens,  but  to  a  people 
-who  Mve  no  attachment  to  our  institutions,  whose 
interttt  is  adverse  to  ours.  The  raising  of  raw 
materials,  and  their  conversion  into  manufactures, 
hare,  in  all  other  countries,  been  deemed  a  source 
of  general  wealth ;  the  placing  the  raiser,  the 
manufacturer,  and  the  consumer  as  near  to  each 
other  as  possible,  has  been  in  every  trial  found  to 
be  the  advantage  of  all.  The  supply  of  the  want 
of  manual  by  the  labor  of  machinery  is  a  practical 
remedy  for  a  s^rse  population,  all  tending  to  in- 
crease tbe  certainty  and  facility  of  exchange,  which 
promote  alike  all  the  branches  of  national  industry. 
The  country  is  not  known  where  commerce  has 
not  grown  with  manufacture  and  agriculture 
been  nourished  by  both.  In  this  we  have  not  paid 
as  much  attention  to  internal  as  external  industry, 
yet  it  cannot  be  less  important.  We  hare  built 
our  revenue  on  importations,  but  have  been  indif- 
ferent about  securing  the  means  of  purchasing  im- 
ported articles;  our  custom-bouse  credits  are  a 
bounty  to  the  importer,  yet  it  seems  of  no  concern 
whether  that  importer  is  a  resident  or  an  alien, 
whether  tbe  {H-ofits  of  importation  are  scattered 
within  the  country,  through  the  thousand  channels 
of  domestic  expenditure,  or  sent  abroad  to  produce 
the  same  good  effects  to  others.  If  the  wealth  or 
poverty  of  a  nation  can  be  ascertaioed  from  its 
abundant  ot  dimiitished  currency,  it  becomes  most 


interesting  to  know  what  gives  it  amount  and  ac- 
tivity i  it  must  be  industry,  employment,  and  the 
resulting  profits,  of  which  enrteney  is  more  the  ef- 
fect than  the  cause.  The  flood  of  importations 
has  lessened  their  emidoyment  and  the  raurces  of 
gain ;  currency  is  deprived  of  its  oecupation ;  tbe 
pursuits  of  active  industry,  profitably  employed, 
require  some  common  medium  to  pass  from  hand 
to  hand,  to  go  the  rounds  of  society  and  con- 
tinue active  till  demand  for  it  ceases.  In  its 
course  through  the  great  circle,  the  same  sum 
may  pay  twenty  times  its  amount  of  debts,  be 
tbe  foundation  of  twenty  new  contracts,  fur- 
nish a  market  for  twenty  different  products  or 
employments.  It  thus  performs,  in  its  twenty 
operations,  tbe  same  duties  that  twenty  times  the 
same  would^  if  confined  to  one.  As  a  means  of 
paying  for  imports,  its  movement  is  in  a  straight 
line  to  the  merchant  as  an  article  of  remittance} 
it  ia  onlr  on  its  arrival  in  a  foreign  eonntrjr  that  it 
traveb  tne  rounds  of  employment  In  the  interior, 
the  dollar  which  reaches  the  store  does  not  come 
back  to  the  fanner,  mechanic,  or  laborer ;  expended 
in  a  manufactory,  it  returns  again  for  provisions, 
materials,  and  labor,  current;  while  it  can  find 
employment  affording  and  receiving  it,  it  passes 
through  every  occupation ;  from  the  store  \t  has 
but  one.  It  IS  the  difference  between  circulation 
and  r^ittaoce,  furnishing  employment  at  home  or 
abroad.  Profits  being  the  life  of  currency,  currency 
being  tbe  criterion  of  general  prosperity,  the  com- 
mittee will  not  further  examine  whether  it  is  bet- 
ter for  the  nation  that  those  profits  should  accrue 
from  domestic  sources  and  to  the  residents  of  our 
country. 

The  estimate  of  tbe  Treasury  Department  is, 
that,  in  three  rears,  the  currency  of  the  country 
was  diminished  966,000,000,  counting  from  1816; 
that  this  diminution  has  produced  unexampled  dis- 
tress and  misery.  How  has  it  produced  tnis  state 
of  things  7  If  the  currency  has  been  thus  reduced, 
it  has  been  from  the  want  of  employment.  There 
is,  perhaps,  more  specie  in  the  United  States,  than 
at  any  fcmner  period,  but  it  is  not  currency  while 
it  is  unemployed ;  when  it  does  not  pass  from  hand 
to  hand,  it  is  no  more  currency  than  an  equal  value 
of  silver  or  gold  in  ingots,  or  the  boxes  or  vaults  of 
tbe  bank  which  contain  it.  Bank  notes  are  cur- 
rency when  they  are  current  aod  in  circulation, 
but  while  thev  are  in  the  bank  are  no  more  cur- 
rency than  if  tney  had  not  been  signed.  The  dimi- 
nution of  the  currency  is,  therefore,  not  owing  to 
its  extinction,  but  to  the  want  of  use  and  employ- 
ment There  is  now  but  the  one  duty  for  it  to  per* 
form— remittance.  There  is  no  want  of  capital  to 
enliven  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  to  push  manu- 
factures into  operation,  or  to  give  activity  to  com- 
merce. But  th^  is  no  employment ;  the  materi- 
als of  currency  are  abundant,  but  no  occupation 
to  set  them  m  motion ;  965,000,000  has  b«en 
withdrawn  from  circulation,  because  there  has 
ceased  to  be  any  cause  to  produce  action.  Coin, 
or  bank  notes,  or  both,  are  currency  when  cur- 
rent and  in  action;  they  cease  to  be  so  when 
there  is  no  use  for  them.  In  1815,  the  produc- 
tion, ^brication,  and  distrilmtion  of  the  country, 
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ke^  91 10,000,000  of  eumoejr  in  aetiTe  opmtion ; 
the  business  01  the  nation,  leoaired  iL  Not  it  is 
reduced  to  945,000,000,  fcv  this  jkun  teucm— the 
boaiocBs  of  the  country  requirea  no  more.  Business 
hsd  decreaMd  59  per  cent;  embarrusment  and 
distrees  have  inct^ued  in  the  same  ratio.  The 
history  of  those  three  disastrous  years  will  tell  us 
the  liind  of  business  which  has  so  decreased  as  to 
bring  about  sach  consequeBces.  It  is  not  the 
business  of  importation  of  foreign  goods,  for  it  was 
never  so  great;  if  they  add  to  a  nation's  wealth, 
riches  hare  indeed  flowed  over  the  land  without 
Mint.  It  is  not  the  business  of  remittance ;  so  fat 
as  that  is  an  employment  for  cunency,  it  atill  con- 
ciuMB  in  full  activity^  requiriog  not  tmly  money, 
but  bank  stock,  pablie  atock,  nok  debts,  ootos, 
bondii  jodgmenti,  and  baakmpteies,  to  pay  the 
balance  aminst  oi.  It  is  that  veetilineu'  cmcnt 
which  makai  tha  mecehant  cnly  the  conduit  to 
the  great  foreign  reierroir.  UiUesi^  then,  it  shall 
Iw  fim  made  to  appear  that  the  state  of  otv  foreign 
mde  is  such  that  the  balanee^heet  is  in  fiiror  of 
our  vtrcbants,  that  the  fiMvign  manufacturers  and 
exporters  are  the  debtors  and  not  creditors  of  our 
merchants,  until  they  send  out  mwe  than  they 
bring  home.  for«gn  importations  call  for  more 
carreney:  If,  however,  on  this  important  subject 
of  the  balance  of  trade,  we  should  labor  under  an 
error,  it  can  easily  be  cotreoted  by  the  exhibition 
which  everr  importer  has  it  in  his  power  to  make, 
which  would  add  to  his  credit  at  home  and  abroad, 
which  would  remoTc  deep  and  danserous  delu- 
■ioDB,  quiet  the  public  fears,  and  end  discussions 
which  will  ntver  cease  withoat  some  practical 
test  It  becomes  here  indispensable  to  setde  it 
If  the  balance  of  trade  is  against  us,  and  more  re- 
mittance is  required,  then  there  is  one  employ- 
aamtfor  currency  left,  and  the  reduction  is  not  for 
thewantofimpwtatioMtoke^  it  active;  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  are  no  remittanoesdne^  no  employ- 
ment for  the  currency,  the  felliDg  off  m  importa- 
tions may,  in  such  case,  be  put  down  as  one  Ind- 
ing  cause  of  the  decrease  of  currencv  and  growth 
ofpublic  misery.  It  solves  at  once  toe  great  ques- 
tion :  What  is  that  employment  of  currency  which 
adds  to  and  secures  general  wealth,  and  guards 
against  poverty — imports  or  exports,  foreign  or 
domestic  manufactures?  It  is  the  subject  on 
which  volumes  have  been  and  wUl  be  written, 
public  opinmn  and  the  national  conocils  divided, 
and  OB  the  eonreetaeisof  the  decision  of  which  all 
the  public  and  privateintarestsof  this  nation  depend. 
AttUKK%  reviewers,  eseayiats,  statesmen,  and  print- 
am,  ean  nevor  convince  each  othor  by  any  thinf 
depending  on  reasoning.  But  there  is  one  book 
that  cmtains  the  convmeing  and  conclusive  ar- 
gument which  none  can  resist — the  importer's 
wget.  If  the  excess  of  exports  ova-  imports  is  the 
measure  of  a  orofitable  trade,  the  merchant's  le^r 
will  show  itj  t>eing  the  only  person  conca-oed  in 
the  trade ;  if  he  pays  for  the  goods  imported,  his 
and  the  country's  profits  are  the  same.  Now,  this 
book  shows  whether  the  excess  of  imports  or  of 
exports  is  the  pn^t.  If  he  has  paid  for  alt  imports, 
aiM  has  a  balance  of  goods  on  band,  or  of  money 
dne  him,  the  trade  is  ptodtable.  To  s^tle  at  once 


this  great  controversy,  to  take  a  bond  of  fiBte,  to 
exhibit  such  a  ease  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
another  attempt  to  induce  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
which  shall  never  deattoy  agriculture,  Gonmere^ 
revalue,  and  all  the  intereaU  of  the  nation,  let  the 
importers  of  foragn  goods  proudly  exhibit  their 
baunces  on  the  credit  side,  if  they  exist ;  they  most 
increase  their  credit  and  will  convince  Congress 
that  importations  add  to  national  and  individual 
wealth.  The  committee  would  withdraw  th«]r 
recommcodation  of  manuiaetures  when  one  small 
itemof  information  should  be  commonieated.  For 
what  purpose  are  stocks  sent  to  Europe  ?  why  are 
foreign  collectors  aeea  in  our  commercial  eitiea? 
property  sold  by  finaigtt  plaintiflb  and  aaalgncaK, 
aa^  probaUv,  not  an  uataoeeof  ut  unporten  in- 
aolveaqr  witnout  fincign  creditors  in  the  achcdale  ? 
If  the  balance  is  favorable,  why  is  not  oppoeitioa 
silenced  where  it  is  no  easily  aone?  Waea  it  is 
not  done,  the  fair  inference  is  that  it  cannot  be 
done.  It  may,  then,  be  taken  for  conceded  that 
there  it  yet  employmeot  for  correncf  in  reraiitanecs. 
and  that  this  has  not  been  the  source  of  its  usefol 
or  nofitalde  occnpation. 

This  at  once  solves  the  great  mystery,  and  set- 
tles the  great  question ;  it  points  to  that  use  wd 
circulation  which  makes  the  amount  and  activity 
of  currency  the  test  of  general  proaperity-*4nterttal, 
not  extmial.  It  accoonts  for  the  eagerness  of 
foreign  nations,  fordgn  artisans,  merchants  alvoad, 
and  foreign  agoits  among  us,  to  monopolize  that 
eirealaticMi  Iran  hand  to  hand,  throngh  the  wh<de 
round  of  internal  commac^  which  gives  its  vigor 
and  profitsj  for  the  williogness  of  ^1  of  them  to 
leave  to  ua  Ike  miserable  and  minons  eireohition 
of  cuTTMiey  for  remittance  to  them.  Foreign 
writers  and  foreign  statesmen  may  wdl  inculcate 
on  ours  the  docOrine  that  the  excess  of  imports 
over  exports  is  the  rate  of  profit ;  their  doctrines 
are  like  the  prc^ts,  sound  and  solid  to  the  nation 
that  reap*  the  boufit  Whether  it  is  the  one 
which  pays,  or  the  one  which  receives ;  the  one 
which  holds  the  coin,  or  the  one  which  bears  it 
jingle;  the  one  whose  currency  flows  in  a  torrent- 
like  stream  beyond  its  jurisdiction,  never  to  return, 
or  the  Mie  whose  currmcy  becomes  a  steady,  gen  tie 
currrat,  meandering  dirough  every  occupation 
within  the  great  cirde  of  national  industry,  giving 
use  and  value  to  every  production,  floatmg  it  to 
every  maiket,  the  state  of  the-currency  and  <tf  the 
nation  furnishes  convineiog  proob.  It  is  then  no 
longer  left  to  conjecture  the  reasons  why  this 
country  flonrudied  in  war,  and  has  become  de- 
pressed in  peace;  why  the  peofrfe  could  thai  pay 
the  Qovemmeot  twelve  nuU^ns  of  intaroal  taxes 
a  year  from  sources  that  wwild  not  now  fnraish 
one.  They  had  a  currency ;  it  was  active,  it 
reached  every  man.  Manufactures  flourished  evoy 
where  within  the  sphere  of  their  operations ;-  all 
the  agiicultore  of  the  country  flourished  with 
them ;  it  was  depressed  only  in  those  parts  of  the 
Union  beyond  their  inflaeoce.  Profits  remained 
where  they  were  acquired ;  they  were  impelled 
out  through  the  arteries,  and  returned  through 
the  veins;  each  occupation,  being  healtby  and 
active,  aided  another ;  their  united  ^xrts  me  t<Ax 
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by  the  nation.  Currency  was  cooSned  io  ita 
coarse  and  vaiietv  only  by  the  genefal  mass  and 

Seatioit  of  tlw  mntoal  wants  ttf  onr  vkoie 
tioD.  And  vhere  mann&etares  are  yet 
na^f  the  same  effects  are  yet  felt ;  the  sphere 
of  their  action  bounds  the  circle  of  circulation. 
Beyond  that  circle  there  is  scarely  a  cuirency  left, 
except  in  the  cotton-growing  States ;  there  it  con- 
tinues, because  forelnt  policy  and  the  interest  of 
foreigners  will  not  safler  its  exclusion  from  a  mar- 
ket. But  to  all  the  eprain-raising  States,  those 
aboundmg  in  raw  matenals  for  maDu&clures,  and 
population,  fuel,  and  machinery  to  conduct  them, 
the  prospect  is  gloomy  indeed.  The  fertile  soil 
of  the  interior  and  the  West  produces  measureless 
products ;  roads,  canals^  and  noble  rivers,  afford  io- 
nnite  means  of  distribution;  but  there  is  no  mark^, 
no  anployment.  F<»eign  ajrstems,  with  unresisted, 
nodwcked  away,  hare  attained  vhb  command  of 
onr  consumption,  deny  the  on  of  our  |Hoduct:>,  hm>< 
DopoUze  the  profits  of  conTcrting  roogb  materials 
into  maati&ctorM,  and  would  have  aeqnved  the 
pco&ti  of  their  distribotim  bad  thia  Goverameot 
"kt  it  ak»e."  Foceigs  agriculture  suf^Ues  Ute 
materials,  foreign  industry  tne  labor  which  produ- 
ces to  the  American  j)e«^  thw  clothing,  th«ir 
utensils,  and  means  ofoennce  against  fmign  ag- 
gression. American  materials  have  no  value; 
Ammenn  labor  has  not  emplo^nent;  and  the 
American  Government  has  adopted  no  system  of 
counteractioQ,  no  measure  of  resisting  or  defensive 
policy.  If  ever  a  people  were  groaning  under  a 
restrictive  system,  one  of  bounties,  premiums,  pri- 
vilege!^ and  monopolies,  which  d^ies  the  opera- 
tion of  every  one  principle  of  free  trade,  which  co- 
erces occupation  and  paralyzes  industry,  which 
W>bibits  a  f<weign  market  to  our  productions,  and 
Ibrces  every  thing  foreign  on  ouis,  thus  depriving 
us  of  both,  it  is  toe  people  of  whom  we  are  the  re- 
nesentatives,  who  Iwve  honored  us  with  their  coQ- 
fidenob  and  confided  their  interests  to  our  patriot- 
ism. If  this  system  was  the  (^spring  of  our  legis- 
lation, error  of  jodgmoit  might  be  an  apology  for  ita 
commencement,  and  a  diapontion  to  make  no  sud- 
den changes  for  its  continuanoe ;  that  the  moving 
motive  for  itsenactmen  t  was  the  good  of  this  nation ; 
a  conviction  that  it  was  the  best  mode  of  drawing, 
in  fair  exchange,  the  resonrces  of  others,  retaining 
our  own.  But  when  we  admit  this  is  a  ftweign 
system,  enacted  by  fneign  Qovemments  for  the 
ben^t  of  their  subjects,  not  of  our  citizens — as  the 
means  by  which  to  draw  our  wealth  to  them,  and 
not  to  throw  tbdrs  to  us,  we  have  a  sotious  account 
to  render  to  a  loffering  people.  Commerce  has 
been  raMnied  from  the  grasp  of  foreign  usurpation 
1^  leffifllatH»w-ao  lar,  at  Least,  as  granting  all 
that  has  been  asked.  Agricnltore  and  manu- 
factures are  struggling,  miaided,  under  a  weighty 
wcssure:  weallunitemwisbing  them  well;  many 
bestow  their  Uessings,  rejoice  in  their  good  pros- 
pects, fed  and  acknowledge  their  importance,  glad 
they  are  doing  so  wcJl,  and  hope  tbey  will  do  Mt- 
ter.  The  commercid  codes  ol  Eun^  are,  at  the 
people's  expense,  laid  on  our  tables ;  there  is  not 
a  production  of  our  country  at  which  s<Hne  of 
them  are  not  directed}  not  a  Isaneh  or  source  of 


national  industry  which  tbey  do  not  attempt  to 
destroy ;  this  is  the  pressure,  this  causes  the  strug- 
gle which,  in  every  district,  some  of  us  wibiess ; 
to  let  them  alone  is  to  leave  them  in  a  fneign 
grasp.  Why  bestow  our  blessings  or  ever  breathe 
a  wish  for  the  success  of  our  industry^  if  it  is  not 
a  national  contest  1  If  it  be  the  nation's  and  die 
people's  cause,  why  will  not  the  Qovemmeot  that 
nas  an  eye  to  pity  stretch  forth  its  arm  to  save? 
In  no  small  portion  of  the  nation,  oceans,  roads, 
canals,  and  rivers  afford  little  else  than  the  means 
of  importing  and  distributing  foreign  productions ; 
the  land,  of  little  other  use  out  a  restug-place  on 
which  to  consume  them.  Thus  have  "our  soil 
and  onr  seas"  already  been  usurped  from  those  to 
whose  use  they  were  designed,  and  to  whose  use 
it  is  our  duty  to  secure  them.  The  consummation 
of  foreign  has  lell  no  good  foundation  for  the  fear 
of  domestic  usurpation.  We  have  told  the  people 
that  reci]»ocal  duties  are  no  restriction — do  not 
impau-  free  trade.  We  liave  proolaimed  it  to  the 
world  that  reoi^ocity  is  the  basis  of  our  Icgiila- 
tioa ;  that  disenmiaation  shall  Cfntinue  while  re- 
ciprocity is  refused.  We  have  given  a  pledge  to  the 
nation;  itsHiaciple3embraceaUitsinterests;itcaa 
be  redeemed  only  by  general  and  canal  protection. 
A  people  stmi^luig  on  the  ruins  of  all  their  interests 
have  a  right  to  ask,  nay,  to  demand,  much  of  their 
Government ;  to  review  its  past  and  revise  its  pre- 
sent systems;  to  seriously  examine  whether  tbey 
are  built  on  the  experience  of  other  nations  and 
other  times,  on  tried,  established,  and  practical 
principles,  and  justified  by  our  own;  whether 
their  success  does  not  depoid  on  the  reversal  of 
every  rule  of  individual  economy  when  applied  to 
national,  in  dissolving  the  chain  which  connects 
causes  and  effects ;  whether  any  thing  less  than  a 
total  change  in  all  the  laws  of  trade,  we  princi^es 
of  intercourse,  the  rdations  of  society,  (we  might 
almost  say  the  order  of  nature,)  can  make  a  na- 
tion wise  by  the  means  which  must  make  its  com- 
ponent parts  poor,  when  all  its  interests  have  de- 
clined, and  its  Treasury  beeomeemptied ;  whether 
they  snail  be  left  to  regulate  themselves,  or  some- 
thing done  to  revive  and  replenish.  Providence 
has  been  boimteous  in  furnishing  all  the  means ; 
have  we  done  our  best  in  usi^  them  to  secure 

Erirate  and  public  happiness  ?  This  question  must 
e  answered  to  the  people.  If  any  one  will  pro- 
pose a  measure  in  his  opinion  better  calculated  to 
"provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  promote 
the  general  welfare,"  he  ought  not  to  withhold  it. 
If  he  has  none,  we  most  respectfully  a^  the  House 
to  give  its  sanction  to  the  one  the  e«nmittee  be- 
lieve lays  the  foundation  of  efficient  relief,  and 
contains  no  principle  iiqurioiis  to  any  item  of  na- 
tional industry. 

The  committee  deem  it  unworthy  of  themsdves 
to  repd  any  suggestions  of  hostility  to  the  revenue 
or  agriculture  of  the  countrv.  Did  it  depmd  on 
their  own  feelings,  they  would  deem  it  eqniUly  so 
as  to  commerce,  if  it  would  not  be  thougnt  to  in- 
dicate too  much  indifference  to  the  language  of 
the  memorials  submitted  to  thdr  consideration. 
Some  avowal  is  due  to  public  opinion,  which  has, 
in  some  measure,  coimtenanced  the  belief  that 
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commerce  and  manufactures  are  rival,  if  not  hos- 
tile interests.  We  publiclv  disclaim  such  belief, 
and  avow  the  cooriction  tnat  there  is  a  anioD  in 
their  true  interests,  and  ought  to  be  a  harmony  in 
their  moTements ;  that  they  are  allies  and  friends 
by  nature ;  members  of  the  same  great  society ; 
twin  children  of  agriculture,  lookiug  to  it  as  its 
source,  aiding  and  exteodiog  it  by  friendly  co- 
operation. But  commerce,  as  the  child  of  agricul- 
ture, the  sister  of  manufaetDres,  is  exporting,  not 
importing ;  by  rerersing  her  eraplovment,  sne  be- 
comes a  sbanm',  expatriated  from  her  own  coun- 
try, naturalized  in  some  other.  Imports  of  articles 
congenial  to  our  soil  are  the  bane  of  agriculture ; 
the  employment  of  foreign  industry  on  fabrics  to 
which  our  own  is  competent,  is  death  to  manu- 
factures ;  and  both  exbaost  the  national  resources. 
No  interest  has  felt  it  more  severely  than  com- 
merce ;  and  convinced,  by  the  evidoice  of  expe- 
rience, she  has,  in  our  records,  entered  a  verinct 
that  importation  is  the  small,  exportation  the  great 
source  of  her  prosperity.  This  Congress  has  ren- 
dered its  judgment  on  the  verdict,*  and  this  com- 
mittee wiU  not  arrogate  the  power  or  express  a 
wish  to  reverse  the  decision.  It  fully  accords 
with  our  convictions  of  national  interest  and  pub- 
lic defence.  If  the  foreign  export  commerce  re- 
quires farther  protection,  by  resisting  foreign  re- 
striction ;  if  it  can  be  assisted  by  opening  new 
sources,  or  removinff  obstmctiona  from  existing 
ones,  we  |^ge  ourselves,  that  thoiigh  commerce 
may  find  in  this  House  friends  who  can  better 
discern,  and,  possessing  more  of  their  confidence, 
will  be  mwe  enaUed  to  co-operate  with  Uiose  en- 
caged in  its  pursnit^  none  will  more  zealously 
lend  their  assistance  tfun  the  Committee  on  Man- 
tifactures. 

By  those  who  will  read,  it  sball  not  be  said  that 
we  have  not  listened  to  and  examined  their  remon- 
strances ;  it  was  our  duty  to  well  weigh  their  many 
objections,  to  yield  to  them,  or  attempt  their  refu- 
tation; in  doing  so,  it  has  been  not  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  we  could  produce  conviction.  We 
are  not  vain  enough  to  think  that  the  settled 
cnunioDs  of  those  who  have  not  formed  them  for 
their  own  sole  gnidaoce,  but  to  give  an  impulse  to 
others,  will  be  changed  by  any  efforts  of  oars; 
thnr  are  more  directed  to  minds  as  yet  open,  as 
weu  to  justifir  ourselves  as  to  lead  others  to  in- 
quiry; to  elicit  information;  to  draw  out  the 
lights  of  experience,  and  appreciate  the  principles 
of  political  economy,  as  their  application  may  best 
suit  the  interests  of  the  country.  In  the  conscien- 
dons  discharge  of  our  duty,  we  are  conscious  that 
some  portion  of  the  nation  nas  viewed  our  conduct 
with  suspicion  and  distrust,  perhaps  with  a  hostile 
feeling.  Though  we  know  that  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship, when  offered  by  us,  will  be  spurned,  it  shall 
never  be  raised  for  aggression ;  the  fint  law  of  na- 
ture authorizes  it  for  defoace. 

Having  no  predilection  for  foreign  importations, 
whether  of  goods  or  opinions,  we  have  thought  it 
a  duty  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  principles 
which  have  received  the  approbation  of  our  best 
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statesmen ;  on  which  this  Qoveroment  commenced 
its  operations;  which,  when  pursued,  have  pro 
duced  prosperity ;  when  abandoned,  hare  left  us  ii 
adversity.   Disregarding  theory,  we  have  endea- 
vored to  discover  facts;  less  anxious  to  be  coositf- 
ent  with  political  logic  than  practical  molts;  loi 
desirous  to  force  facts  to  conform  to  reasoning, 
than  to  apply  reasoning  to  fact-t.    Believing  thai 
the  difficulty  in  the  asceartainment  of  the  true  aod 
sound  principles  of  legislation  is  not  in  their  mys- 
tery, but  simplicity ;  in  not  being  abore,  btted^- 
ed  to  oommon  understudinga,  we  have  invoiiga- 
ted  the  maUers  submitted  to  ns  nnder  the  eame^ 
tion  "that  error  hath  proceeded  from  too  gicata 
reverence  and  a  kind  ot  adoratiim  of  the  mind  kbA 
understanding  of  man,  by  means  whereof  nea 
have  withdrawn  tfaemsdves  too  mach  fem  ihe 
contemplation  of  nature,  and  the  obserraiions  of 
exfierience,  and  have  tumbled  up  and  dova  in 
their  own  reason  and  conceits.   Men  sought  uoA 
in  their  own  little  worlds,  and  not  in  the  great  aod 
common  world ;  for  they  disdain  to  sp^J,  and  ax 
by  degrees,  to  read  in  the  volume  of  God*s  wo^j 
and,  contrariwise,  by  continual  medicaiion  aad 
agitation  of  wit,  do  ur^,  and,  as  it  were,  invocaie 
their  own  spirits  to  divine  and  give  oracles  udu 
them,  wherehy  they  are  deservedly  deluded."  The 
usefiil  discoveries  in  science  have  Dcen  more  owii^ 
to  accident  than  the  reNarchea  at  philosophcn. 
"Logic  doth  not  pretend  to  invent  sciences,  an^ 
therefore,  we  see  that  they  who  diwmirse  of  Ac 
originals  and  inventions  of  things  refer  them  to 
chance,  not  art.   You  will  rather  bdlere  that 
Prometheus  first  struck  the  flints  and  mwrdled 
at  the  spark,  than  that  when  he  fint  struct  the 
flints  he  expected  the  sparks."   The  needle  pointe 
to  the  pole,  philosophers  cannot  tell  why;  they 
knew  there  was  electricity  and  lightning,  bat 
could  neither  discover  their  nature  nor  disarm  the 
letter  of  its  terrors ;  a  kite,  the  scho^boy's  play- 
thing, taught  it  to  Franklin.    The  mmd  that 
searches  to  be  enlightened,  and  would  avoid  be- 
nightment,  will  find,  "  the  truth  is,  they  be  not  the 
highest  instances  that  give  the  securest  informa- 
tion, as  may  be  wdl  exivessed  in  the  tale  so  com- 
mon of  the  philoBopheTj  that,  while  he  gazed 
upwards  to  the  stars,  fdl  into  the  water ;  for,  if  he 
had  looked  down^  he  might  hare  seen  the  stars 
(and  kept  out  or  the  water)  in  the  waCer:  ba^ 
looking  aloft,  he  could  not  see  the  water  m 
stars.   So  it  eometh  often  to  pass,  that  meaa  mai 
small  things  discover  great  better  than  graat  cat 
discover  small  j  and  for  that  cause  we  inquire  ink 
the  nature  of  a  commonwealth,  first,  in  a  famitr 
and  the  simple  congregations  of  man  and  wifit 
parent  and  child,  master  and  servant,  which  an 
in  every  cottage.   Even  so,  likewise,  the  natatt 
of  this  great  city  of  the  world,  and  the  policT 
thereof,  must  be  first  sought  in  mean  coneoTd- 
ances  and  low  portions."   Tracing,  therrfore,  the 
true  principles  of  political  econ(»ny  to  the  (nindoct 
and  Uie  interest  of  the  individuals  who  oompair 
the  nation,  we  fed  abondaRtly  satisfied  diaiav 
cannot  err  in  their  adopticm. 

We  are  oUiged  to  trespass  on  the  patieaee  of 
the  House,  but  nope  they  will  not  deem  it  awastc 
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of  time  to  notice  the  prominent  objections  which 
hare  heen  urged. 

ProteeUTiff  dtUtes  are  unconttttuHonal. 

Oae  objectioa  has  been  made  which,  if  valid, 
will  preclude  all  inquiry  into  the  policy  or  neces- 
sity of  the  proposed  n^easures ;  it  is,  that,  by  the 
CoDstilution,  there  is  no  power  given  to  Congress 
to  impose  any  tax  or  duty  for  any  other  than  pur- 
pcaes  of  revenue.  This  objection  has  not  been 
raised  to  meet  a  case  of  fancy,  or  one  which 
might  possibly  exist;  but  was  urged  in  debate 
daring  the  last  session,  and  has  bent  renewed  in 
Tarions  memorials  presented  at  this,  in  opposition 
to  the  bill  which  pused  this  House.  Being,  there- 
fore, applied  to  a  definite  measure,  its  validity  can 
be  examined  without  ranging  through  a  variety  of 
supposable  or  possible  cases,  or  being  compelled  to 
examine  wbetner  a  power  which  was  intended  to 
be  mnctical — the  great  one  on  which  the  existence 
of  UK  Government  depended — might  be  extended 
to  an  arbitrary  or  illimitable  extent. 

The  power  "  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  and  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  trib«»,"  is  unlimited  in  its  extent,  con- 
fined to  no  particular  objects  or  purposes,  and  may 
fairly  be  said  to  be  commensurate  with  all  the  ob- 

i'ects  of  commercial  regulation,  except  those  em- 
iraced  in  the  fifth  clause  of  the  ninth  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  GoDstitntion.  The  power 
to  lay  and  ctdlect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises, has  no  other  limitation^  except  tnat  they 
shall  be  unUbrm,  and  capitation  or  other  direct 
taxes  sludl  be  bid  in  proportion  to  the  census.  If 
there  are  any  of  the  powers  which  are  confided  to 
the  Gteneral  Government  by  general  comprehen- 
sive terms,  which  require  no  latitude  of  construc- 
tion, which  were  intended  and  ought  to  be  su- 
preme, they  are  the  regulation  of  commerce  and  : 
the  imposition  of  taxes.  To  derogate  from  these 
powers ;  to  interpolate  uses,  purposes,  and  objects, 
beyond  which  Congress  shtnild  not  pass ;  to  im- 
pose constructive  limitations  where  the  Constitu- 
tion has  given  the  unlimited  power  to  act,  would 
be  as  subversive  of  its  principles  and  the  security 
of  the  Government  as  to  assume  powers  by  con- 
struction where  the  Constitatmu  was  silent^  and 
the  States  had  nude  no  del^ti<m.  Tlte  unifonn 
practice  of  this  Govemmnit,  the  aequieseenee  by 
the  States,  would  seem  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the 
Intimate  power  of  Congress,  in  the  regulation  of 
commerce,  to  prohibit  exports  by  an  embargo,  or 
im^rts  by  non-intercourse  laws,  making  the  pro- 
hibition general  or  partial,  according  to  the  objects 
to  be  efiected.  Foreign  vessels  are  excluded  irom 
the  coasting  trade ;  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
are  closed  against  all  British  vessels  from  the 
British  American  colonies  or  islands;  and  no 
foreign  goods  can  be  imported  from  those  places, 
even  in  American  vessels,  unless  the  produce  of 
those  islands  or  colonies  whence  imported.  It  is 
uultnown  to  the  committee  if  the  States  have 
complained  of  any  of  these  acts  as  usurpations,  or 
the  mercantile  portion  of  the  country  have  denied 
either  the  power  to  pass  or  the  policy  of  adoptin^f 
those  whicn  relate  to  the  coasting  trade  or  navi- 
l«thCoii.2dSM8.-£0 


gation.  The  latter  operate  both  on  naTigaticHii, 
produce,  and  manufactures,  and  exdode  ui  arti- 
cles. If  they  are  Constitutional,  it  would  seem 
that  the  admission  or  exclusion  of  foreign  articles 
was  a  matter  in  the  discretion  of  Congress,  to  be 
exercised  according  to  their  opinion  of  the  interest 
of  the  nation.  Whether  this  exclusion  shall  be 
direct  and  absolute,  or  be  virtually  so  by  the  impo- 
sition of  high  duties  on  tonnage  or  produce,  will 
probably  not  be  thought  a  Constitutional  question ; 
they  are  bat  modes  of  effecting  a  given  object; 
both  are  expressly  given  by  the  Constitution. 

In  the  imposition  of  duties,  it  was  the  early 
policy  of  our  Government  to  dueriminate  between 
foreign  and  American  tonnage,  as  well  as  goods 
imported  in  foreign  and  American  vessels ;  ughl* 
money  was  imposed  only  on  foreign.  If  it  shonld 
be  questioned  whether  the  ottject  was  revenue  or 
protection  to  our  shipping  by  those  laws,  this 
doubt  would  jffobably  not  apply  to  the  act  of  hot 
session  imposing  a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars  a  ton 
on  French  shipping.  This  act  was  called  for 
by  petition  from  our  mercantile  cities,  and  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive ;  its  avowed  object  was 
to  countervail  a  duty  on  produce.  If  the  mssage 
of  countervailing  or  retaliatory  laws  is  Consti- 
tutional, the  committee  can  perceive  in  the  Con- 
stitution no  selection  of  objects  on  which  alone 
they  may  operate.  Shij^ing,  produce,  and  manu- 
factures, seem  alike  within  oar  reach;  either  might 
be  selected,  as  it  might  present  to  France  reasons 
of  greater  or  less  weight  for  relaxing  her  system. 
If  a  high  duty  on  the  importation  of  her  mann- 
factnres  would  be  the  most  efficient  and  JadiciooB 
measure  to  induce  her  to  repeal  her  duty  on  our 
raw  materials^  our  power  to  adopt  it  would  seem 
undoubted.  If  the  object  of  such  duty  should  be 
thf  protection  of  cotton  planters  or  cotton  manu- 
facturers, would  it  not  be  as  legitimate  as  the  pro- 
tection of  the  cotton  carriers?  Whether  it  shall 
be  extended  to  all,  or  must  be  confined  to  the  one 
class  concerned  in  this  great  national  staple,  is, 
we  think,  less  a  question  of  power  than  exjwdi- 
ency  and  justice.  In  every  act  of  Con^^ress  im- 
posmg  duties  on  imports  an  addition  ol  ten  per 
cent,  to  the  rate  of  dattr  ia  imposed  on  goods  im- 
ported in  foreign  vessels.  This  discrimundon  is 
coeval  with  the  Government  j  the  power  to  make 
it,  cannot,  at  ail  events,  now  be  questioned ;  yet 
none  of  tne  laws  declare  the-  object  for  which  it 
was  made,  but  leave  it  to  be  inrerred  as  a  matter 
of  policy.  If  the  Supreme  Court  should  infer  it 
was  for  revenue,  or  the  encouragement  of  naviga- 
tion, and  declare  the  law  valid,  it  is  believed  they 
would  not  declare  it  void  if  they  could  discern  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures.  If  the  act  of 
last  session,  in  order  to  counteract  the  French 
duty  on  cotton  imported  in  American  ships,  had, 
instead  of  adding  eighteen  hundred  per  cent,  to 
the  duty  on  French  tonnage,  added  it  to  French 
cotton  good^silks,  wines,  brandies,  or  other  gofxls ; 
i^  to  coerce  England  to  repeal  her  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil,  and  France  Imr  decrees,  instead  of  embargo 
and  aon-iutereoorse,  onr  laws  had  prohibited  the 
import  of  their  manu&etsre^  or  uiposed  addi- 
tiimal  duties  which  would  have  aelnded  them } 
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i£j  to  conntetact  the  operation  of  their  corn  laws, 
which  directly  exclude  our  mrorisions — their  sys- 
tem <^  impost  which  rirtuauy  exclodes  our  wool, 
henm,  ana  fla^-their  syston  of  bounties  and 
drawoackS)  which  frustrates  the  policy  of  our  im- 
post, so  far  as  it  tends  to  the  aid  of  our  manuiac- 
tnre»— their  naruratiou  acts,  so  far  as  their  object 
is  to  exclude  us  irom  the  colonial  trade.  Congress 
^uld  think  it  most  effectual  to  aim  their  meas- 
ures more  at  the  manufactures  of  England  than 
her  navigation,  it  could  not  be  well  contended 
that  the  Constitution  forbade  it;  for  the  object 
might  be  the  exclusive  protection  of  the  shipping 
ana  commercial  interest.  Though  the  component 
members  and  each  branch  of  the  Government 
might  concur  in  the  law,  there  might  be  much 
diversity  in  the  motives  and  objects  which  brought 
it  about.  The  motives  which  would  influence  the 
members  of  this  House  might  be  the  protection  of 
manufactures ;  of  the  Senate,  commerce ;  of  the 
President,  afrieulture;  and  tboae  olgecte  be  pub- 
licly arowed.  In  such  ft  case,  the  Supreme  Court, 
which  must  decide  on  the  constitutionality  of  this 
l^w,  would  find  it  no  easy  task  to  extract  the  gov- 
enUDg  jwinciple.  Their  difficulties  woifld  be  in- 
creMed,  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should 
have  recommended  it  as  a  revenue  bill,  either  by 
imptttin^  high  duties  to  increase  the  impost,  or  a 
prohibition  of  the  foreif^n  to  rear  up  the  domestic 
manufacture,  as  the  subject  of  an  excise.  If  revenue 
is  the  only  legitimate  object  of  taxation,  prohibi- 
tion, or  the  regulation  ot  commerce,  the  validity 
of  such  a  measure  would  depend  on  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary,  for  the  three  branches  of  Govern- 
ment would,  unless  supported  by  hioi,  hare  passed 
it  for  uDCODstitutional  purposes.  He  has  recom- 
maided  that,  if  a  ny  measure  of  revenue  be  adopted 
at  the  present  session,  it  be  the  exclusion  of  foreign 
aod  an  exeiae  on  domestic  spirits;  if  Congress 
should  adopt  it,  it  will  be  hard  to  decide  whetlwr 
it  will  most  benefit  the  farmer  who  raises  the  grain, 
the  distills*  who  maauJactures  it,  the  merchant 
who  transports  the  whiskey,  or  the  Treasury 
which  receives  the  duty.  Tne  court,  in  deciding 
on  the  validity  of  such  a  law,  must  do  it  hf  cer- 
tain settled  prmciplea  of  construction,  and  not  their 
opinion  of  the  exclusive  or  relative  Intimacy  of 
either  object;  for  they,  like  other  men,  may  lean 
more  to  one  great  national  interest  than  another. 

The  whole  course  of  our  legislation  for  thirty 
yean  afibrds  the  highest  evidence  of  the  power  of 
this  Qovernment  to  protect  navigation  and  com- 
mene ;  almost  erer^  sesaion  has  presented  praeti* 
cal  proof  of  the  conviction  of  Congress  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  do  it  No  one  has  been  hardy  enough  to 
deny  the  power  or  the  policy  of  encouraging  agricul- 
ture. But  it  would  seem  that  manufactures,  which 
in  all  other  countries  are  cherished  as  the  most  valu- 
ahleofisi^ingof  humaoindustry.have  become  with 
us  a  spuriooB  progeny,  bom  with  a  Constitutional 
malediction,  stern  and  irrevocable;  they  must  for- 
ever be  doomed  to  struggle  under  legal  disabilities, 
30  incurable  as  to  interpose  a  perpetual  barrier  to 
their  protection,  although  all  the  tranches  of  Gov- 
ernment should  be  convinced  that  their  depression 
involvet  the  whole  country  in  one  coiiiiiio&  calam- 


ity, which  would  be  averted  by  their  pni^- 
that  it  is  a  lawful  object  in  a  system  of  tmn 
or  commercial  retadiatiMi,  to  reach  erer;  oAs 
source  of  ^e  wealth  and  power  of  a  foreign  migt 
except  her  manufactures;  thatitisadntfitDR 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  to  extoid  die  uMi 
guardianship  over  all  their  other  iiitereBis,liui 
thrust  this  beyond  the  pale  of  the  CommoiiGL 
and  lavrs.  If  such  is  the  imperiooE  iDjiuctiaD  of 
the  Constitution,  the  committee  hareiioiMiiuider- 
stood  it;  what  policy  or  expediency  iut require 
is  one  thing,  what  tne  Coastitution  pnliiiti  is 
another.  That  instrument  designates  no  uoml 
interests  in  preference  to  another  ^  aeloisHK 
but  throws  all  alike  on  the  discretion  of  Cwfta; 
le^timate  objects  of  national  protectioii,^iDiE 
opinion  callm  for  by  the  public  ^ood.  Tliisfbi- 
ciple  gives  validicy  tothelawsgirlDgouiikij|a{ 
the  monopoly  of  uie  coasting  tiule.  Bonui* 
fisheries,  drawback  of  duties  on  fbiel^ 
ported,  tonnage  on  French  diips,prob)lxiii|iiB- 
eourse  with  the  British  eolonie^  diaaiiDnui| 
duties  on  tmmageand  maehiBdiNi,an  lUCv 
stitutional  acts  growing  out  of  the  T^bemj  paw 
to  regulate  commerce. 

It  may  be  proper  to  ask  of  those  vhDiin<!iu 
objection  to  protecting  duties  to  point  out  theiK 
of  duly  when  revenue  ceases,  and  proi«i!ODl«w 
to  become  the  ruling  o^ect;  to  define  ilif  li^ 
which  shall  limit  the  Constitutioul  povtii  i 
Congress,  as  well  as  to  afford  the  menu  of  vca- 
taining  the  object  of  a  law,  and  the  ioinesu^- 
designed  to  protect.  The  duty  on  nuBisiii>3> 
eighty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Is  this  irertautir 
a  protecting  duty?  The  duty  on  «»«  ««* 
is  about  the  same;  that  on  teas  isiaewm: 
on  spices,  about  the  same;  on  nails,!>^i!^ 
powder,  forty ;  linen,  fiftttn.  It  is  dtw  w- 
less  to  inquire  whether  the  object  iu 
these  rates  of  duties  can  be  so  deimioj  ^ 
tained  as  to  afford  any  rule  on  which  lo  m- 
our  Constitutional  power.  ThedatyoniW 
have  no  other  than  revenue  for  its  olyect;  w 
power  to  impose  that  tax  has  nevn  bea4>» 
tioned,  for  the  Constitution  affixes  no  liniiiM 
to  the  extent  or  amount  of  a  tax  or  dotr; 
excludes  one,  and  proposes  the  aMwrtioDsa'^ 
others.  The  committee  can  therefore  enitfw* 
doubt  that  Congress  may,  in  their  sound  dwiwt 
impose  such  duties  on  foreign  mercliandix^at- 
advance  the  great  intuest  of  the  o*"*""; 
pressing  this  opinion,  they  &U  far  shortwiKJ* 
cial  (sposition  of  the  Cmutitutional  poiwn  v 
Qovo-nment  which  is  empowered  to  impo*  »• 
and  acts  on  legitimate  objects.  Hadtkeygo"* 
far  as  to  say,  "  It  is  admitted  tbal  the  pon" 
taxing  the  people  and  their  property  . 
to  the  very  existoice  of  Government,  w"! 
legitimately  exercised  on  the  objects  to*''''^'''^ 
applicable,  to  the  utmost  extent  to 
ernment  may  choose  to  carry  it ;  the  only  sw^ 
against  the  abuse  of  this  powa  is  foonu 
structure  of  the  Government  itself.  In  iW"^ 


a  tax,  the  Legislature  acts  upon  its  consiwjJ| 
this,  in  general,  is  a  sufficiou  ^""'V'^ 
enormous  and  oppressive  taxation.  TbatvF* 


Digitized  by  Google 


1678 


APPENDIX. 


167t 


AvtaMM  to  Mam^tuHtm. 


to  tax  isTolTes  the  power  to  dotrojr,  is  a  propou- 
tion  not  to  be  denied the  committee  wmila  bat 
echo  the  lolenui  o|Hiiioii  of  the  sopreme  jadiciel 
tribunal  of  the  Union. 

Mmt^ietmret  are  injurious  to  moraU,  and  product 

pawpcriam. 

That  manufactures  tend  to  destroy  the  morals 
of  those  engaged  in  them,  is  an  objection  which,  it 
is  beliered,  has  not  arisen  from  the  experience 
of  tiieir  effects  among  us.  Neither  the  personal 
knowledge  of  the  committee,  nor  the  information 
of  those  who  have  formed  an  opinion  from  their 
owa  obeeiradon,  would  justify  the  belief  that  this 
pvsait  or  occupation  is  more  prejudicial  to  moral- 
ity than  any  otha ;  no  rewon  can  be  discormd 
whf  it  should  be,  and  there  are  certainly  some 
wby  it  should  be  otherwise.  If  idleneaa  is  the 
parent  of  Tice,  em^jrmept  mutt  be  the  mother 
ot  virtue ;  poverty  can  be  no  apology  for  crime, 
whwesubsistoicecanbeobtainedpyindttstrjr.  Ma- 
nufacturing establishments  open  lourcct  ot  labor, 
■nd  gire  emjdoymeot  to  those  who  are  able  to  eara 
uipport  in  no  other  manner ;  affording  materials 
which  are  beyond  their  means  to  procure,  and  re- 
qutring  labor  which  can  be  performed  by  children 
and  othos  incapable  of  the  fatigues  of  more  active 
and  laborious  occupations.  It  may  be  thought  in- 
Tidious  to  draw  a  comparison  between  the  relative 
morality  of  those  engaged  in  the  various  pursuits 
of  life,  and  an  objection  ought  not  to  have  been 
made  to  any  which  would  compel  it,  without 
strong  evidence  of  its  being  justified  by  facts }  but 
it  has  been  ui^^  by  the  opponents  manufac- 
tures, and  the  .advocates  or  other  Interest^  with 
an  apparent  seriousness  which  seems  u>  force  it 
upon  uw  committee  to  say,  that,  whatever  may  be 
said  of  mauufacturin|;  towns,  the  morality  of  sea- 
ports »  not  proverbml.  On  whichever  side  the 
balance  may  be,  it  ought  not  be  fi>^tten  that  this 
is  not  pre»Md  as  an  objection  agauist  commerce 
or  iu  protection.  If  all  large  towns  contain  the 
haunts  of  vice,  which  are  beyond  the  power  of  the 
magistracy  to  extirpate,  it  may  not  be  no  much 
attnbntaue  to  the  pursuits  which  attract  a  crowded 
population  as  to  other  causes  of  a  general  appUea- 
ti(m.  It  is  not  so  important  to  inquire  what  are 
the  effects  in  other  countries  as  m  ours;  there 
may  be  local  causes,  or  some  growing  either 
out  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  foreign  institations, 
or  the  want  of  similar  ones  to  ours,  which  may 
eomfaine  to  produce  difloent  ^fects.  It  would  not, 
ia  other  cases,  be  deemed  fiur  reasoning,  that  the 
Of^mneets  of  manufactures  should  disclaim  the 
experience  and  practice  of  other  nations,  as  afiixd- 
ing  any  evidence  of  its  being  our  policy  to  encour- 
age them,  and  yet  press  upon  their  friends  an  ob- 
jection, which,  though  it  may  be  supported  by 
observation  abroad,  is  certainly  contradicted  by 
experience  at  home.  But  the  tendency  of  manu- 
facturing estaUishments  in  other  countries  to  pro- 
mote immorality  may  well  be  qaestioned ;  for  an 
eminent  author  on  the  police  of  England  has 
proved,  from  official  documents,  that,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population,  a  greater  number  oicrimes 
are  committea  in  the  agricultural  and  commncial 


than  in  the  mann&emring  districts  of  that  Uag- 
dom.  If  experience,  thertfore,  is  to  be  adi^rted  as 
the  test  of  the  soundness  ot  this  objection,  it  will 
fail  to  support  it ;  and  it  would  seem  to  m  capa- 
ble of  as  little  support  by  any  reasons  which  couU 
be  drawn  from  the  nature  ot  the  emplovment,  the 
entire  and  constant  superintendence  which  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  management,  or  the  objects  which 
draw  together  a  dense  population. 

The  manufactory  at  Waltham  is  said  to  em- 
ploy two  hundred  and  sixty  persons,  equal  to  the 
population  of*  village  containiDg  fifty  familiea. 
This  establishment,  then,  affords  a  fair  criterimi 
by  which  to  test  this  objection ;  it  is  probaUy 
the  largest  in  the  Union.  The  committee  are  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  doing  |;fcat  injustice  to 
the  proprietors  and  manago'  to  indulge  for  a  mo- 
ment the  belief  that  any  its  operations  have 
given  rise  to,  or  even  color  for,  any  imputations 
as  tti  its  immoral  tendencyj  and,  hanng  no  reason 
for  thinking  that  other  less  extensive  maaufacto- 
rii%  have  given  greater  cause  for  this  objection, 
we  cannot  refrain  the  eaqiression  of  our  belW  that 
it  has  arisen  from  other  reasons  than  its  practical 
ap^cation  to  our  establishments. 

Connected  with  this,  and  equally,  in  our  opin- 
ion, ill-founded,  i»  the  all^tion  that  manufac- 
tures tend  to  increase  the  number  of  panpers. 
The  example  of  England  is  urged  witK  much 
earnestness  as  evidence  of  the  fact;  but  we  are 
unable  to  account  for  the  increase  of  paupers  by 
the  increase  of  the  means  of  employment.  If  new 
and  additional  ofarfectsof  ocenpatioaaze  preamted; 
if  women,  childroi,  and  old  men,  can  be  employed 
in  a  manu&etorjr,  and  employed  noirtwre  else,  it 
must  decrease  the  number  of  those  who  cannot 
earn  the  means  of  subsistence.  It  is  not  the  ex- 
cess, but  the  want  of  em^doyment,  that  makes 
those  inupere  who  are  not  diseased,  disabled,  or 
infirm ;  and  if  the  immense  extent  to  which  the 
manufacturing  establishments  of  England  are  car- 
ried is  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  extennon  of 
pauperism,  it  would  serve  to  afford  evidence  that 
they  had  progressed,  not  loo  far,  but  not  far 
enough.  There  must  be  the  requisite  number 
for  the  pursuits  of  commerce,  the  labors  of  agri- 
culture and  manufactures,  leaving  a  surplus  of 
laborers  unemployed.  The  poor  taxes  are  large 
in  amount,  and  oppressive  on  all  classes  of  the 
community ;  it  can  oe  tbs  interest  of  none  to  add 
to  their  burdens,  but  of  all  to  furnish  ocoupatioB 
to  those  whose  labor  would  pay  for  their  food. 
The  laws  of  no  country  impose  a  tax  for  the  main- 
tenance of  those  who  are  able,  and  ctm  find  by 
their  industry  the  means  of  support.  It  is  there- 
foK  impossiue  that  manufactures,  which  increas 
the  em^oyment  of  laborers,  can  add  to  the  num 
ber  of  paupers.  The  existence  of  both  to  a  grea 
extent  only  proves  that  there  may  be  a  population 
so  dense  that  the  enterprise  of  individoalsj  aided 
by  the  steady  policy  and  unceasing  exerti<ms  of 
the  Government,  may  not  furnish  such  employ- 
ment as  will  procure  the  necessaries  of  life. 

In  England,  it  may  be  an  objection  tha  the 
use  of  lalK>r*saving  machinery  diminishes  the  want 
of  manual  labor.  If  labor  by  machinery  snperr 
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•edes  labor  by  hands,  and  thus  increaaes  the  bar- 
dens  of  the  community  for  the  support  of  the  poor, 
it  afibrds  a  striking  illastratton  of  the  immense  ad- 
Tantages  of  a  pobcy  which  makes  it  a  matter  of 
calculation  and  choice  to  submit  to  the  imposition 
of  enormous  poor  rates.  If  mere  manual  labor 
would  suffice  for  the  falwicatioQ  of  articles  to  meet 
the  mfo^f  of  the  domestic  and  foreign  market, 
and  at  prices  which  would  exclude  competition, 
the  number  of  paupers  might  be  more  limited ; 
bat,  if  machin^  is  necessary  to  increase  the  quan- 
tity and  diminish  the  price,  to  effect  these  objects, 
pauperism  is  the  lesser  evil,  being  more  than  bal- 
anced by  the  individual  and  national  profits,  by 
which  foreign  nations  are  indirectly  compelled  to 
pay,  not  only  the  poor,  but  all  other  taxes. 

But  the  api^eatiOD  of  the  objection  to  this  coun- 
try cannot  be  perceived.  It  is  a  common  objec- 
tion to  the  establishment  of  manufactures  here, 
that  our  population  is  not  sufficient.  If  this  be 
true,  it  afibrds  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of 
the  adoption  of  machinery,  which  supplies  4be 
want  of  population,  enabhng  the  few  to  do  the 
work  of  many.  If  the  poor  of  our  country  have 
ever  had  employment  suffieient  for  their  support, 
it  is  not  known  that  a  solitary  ftet  can  be  pro* 
dneed  which  ifaows  that  it  has  been  taken  away 
by  the  operation  of  manuiactures.  It  is  a  fact 
easy  to  be  decided,  by  the  observation  in  our  laige 
towns,  whether  tne  increase  of  poor  taxes  has 
been  in  the  same  ratio  as  manufactures.  The  re- 
sult will  probaUy  show  that  the  proportion  is  less 
in  maQUiactaring  towns  and  in  the  neighborhood 
of  large  establishments  than  elsewhere.  If  the 
objection  was  indeed  a  valid  one,  it  would  prove 
moretiianthosewhourgeitwotild  wish  for;  it  would 
be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  |K)pnlation  of  the 
country  had  attained  to  such  a  height  as  not  only  to 
jtutifv  the  erection  of  extensive  establishments,  but 
that  there  was  a  surplus  of  labor  beyoo  d  the  means  of 
itsemployinent.  If  agriculture  or  commerce  would 
fiimiBa  it,  there  could  be  but  few  paupers ;  if  it 
icqntres  the  aid  of  maoufiuitures,  and  all  are  insuf- 
ficient, then  they  must  be  increased  till  they  meet 
all  the  demands  for  labor.  Until  it  can  be  made 
to  appear  that  the  population  of  towns  decreases 
with  the  extension  of  their  manufactures,  and  that 
experience  demonstrates  that  thwe  is  a  proportion- 
ate increase  of  poor  rates,  the  comparison  is  again 
forced  on  us,  and  the  national  ch^cter  of  the  ob- 
jection may  be  fairly  tested  by  estimating  the  rel- 
ative amount  of  poor  taxes  m  large  commercial 
and  other  places.  If  the  objection  should  prove 
to  be  well  founded,  it  would  only  apply  to  those 
iHanches  where  the  greatest  portion  oi  the  labor 
is  performed  by  machmery,  as  cotton  and  woollen ; 
but  it  could  not,  by  possibility,  extend  to  those 
whose  operations  are  almost  exclusively  manual, 
as  ^ass,  paper,  cutlery,  shoes,  clothing,  &c.  The 
necessary  consequence  of  the  advancement  of  those 
mannlaetures  must  be  the  increase  of  industry, 
and  the  decrease  of  pauperism.  As  the  objection 
can  therefore  only  embrace,  in  its  fullest  latitude, 
but  a  few  iteins,  it  is  deemed  nnimp(»tant ;  as  to 
those,  it  is  believed  to  be  without  foundation.  The 
Waltham  betory  employing  two  hundred  and 


sixty  persons^  it  remains  to  be  proved  that  its  mar 
chioery  deprives  that  number  of  an  employmesl 
they  would  otherwise  have  from  other  sources. 

No  further  proUdion  i»  neee$mrjf. 

If  this  objection  is  founded  in  fact ;  if  it  be^  ii- 
deed,  true  tut  manufacture  need  no  farther  on- 
tection;  that  the  national  objects  which  callfn 
tb^r  encouragement  are  already  accomplahei, 
the  committee  would  deem  it  a  tml^  k>n>y  con- 
summation for  the  couutnr<  If  this  is  undentood 
to  be  alleged  by  the  friends  of  a  general  and  eqoal 
protection  of  national  industry,  as  ai  those 

opposed  to  it,  it  would  seem  that  farther  aid  vooM 
produce  no  benefit  to  the  one,  or  injury  to  the 
other  class.  If  the  present  duUes  hare  excluded 
foreign  articles,  and  secured  our  markets  lo  our 
own  citizens,  it  cannot  be  perceived  howkijtka 
duties  can  have  a  good  or  bad  operation.  They 
must  have  none;  and  thus  all  the  interest  tbatiu 
proposed  measures  have  excited,  of  hope  on  cor 
side  and  fear  on  the  other,  is,  that  additional  di- 
ties  might  diminish  the  importation  of  artida 
already  excluded.  If  the  objection  is  nndcnUwd 
as  coming  exclusively  from  those  opposed  totk 
goieral  policy  of  prptectiDC  duties,  it  presents  At 
great  question  only  in  another  form;  bat  if  it  hsi 
Its  origin  with  those  interested  in  maj  particda 
branch  of  manu&ctures  which  may  be  now  so  po- 
tected  as  to  command  our  market,  we  are  botrnd 
to  believe  that  it  is  intended  to  apply  to  thdr  on 
appropriate  branch  only.  It  would  be  too  serioai 
an  imputation  upon  their  patriotism  and  svnseof 
common  justice  to  cha^  them  with  ■™ii«g 
to  their  own  establishment  a  national  cbaiaeter 
which  could  belong  to  no  other,  and  a  dtspositioo 
to  withhold  from  others  a  small  portioa  of  the 
legislative  guardianship  which  has  hem  so  Ubex- 
ally  imparted  to  them.  It  would  be  at  once 
boldly  and  avowedlv  aiming  at  a  monoptdy,  and 
asking  Congress  to  be  partial  in  their  measuisL 
It  would  confirm  the  objection,  which  is  ptesad 
with  much  zeal  as  well  as  warmth  in  the  vaiio» 
memorials,  that  protecting  duties  tend  to  create  a 
privileged  order  of  great  capitalists,  supported  ai 
the  expense  of  the  nation.  It  would  efimnaie  the 
obgeets  of  those  who  wish  to  impress  the  natioaand 
the  Government  with  the  bdief  that  the  caeoor^ 
ag^ent  of  manufactures  is  for  individual  chujIb- 
ment,  and  not  national  interest  It  would  «aa^ 
tion  the  principle  that  the  powers  of  th^  Govern- 
meot  are  only  to  be  exercised  in  favor  of  enor- 
mous  money  capitals,  leaving  bumble  industry  tc 
struggle,  unaidra,  against  foreign  competition  and 
domestic  indiffereoce ;  that  toe  employmoit  ct 
machinery,  and  not  of  manual  labor,  was  worthy 
of  encouragement ;  that  one  item  of  clothing  akw 
was  so  supremely  important  to  the  nation,  ihii 
all  others  must  be  overlooked.  We  ou^t  to  hesi- 
tate long  before  we  give  way  to  a  conviction  tint 
mann&cturers  would  expose  themsdves  to  these 
reflections.  If  their  opponents  could  wish  tfe 
advocVes  of  equal  protection  to  descend  from  (ie 
high  ground  of  national  principles  to  private  4»e- 
nuttion ;  to  contend  fornrinciples  nnjost  aad 
tiai  in  thdr  praetictl  efieets ;  and  to  preaenttHin* 
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selTes  before  the  Nadooal  Lwislatare  in  a  contest 
for  the  exelusire  protection  orcapitalists,  or  of  one 
bnneh  of  induatry  to  the  destmetion  of  others,  no 
means  would  more  readiljr  suggest  themsetres  than 
to  associate,  as  an  ally,  the  proprietor  of  some  over- 
grown  estaolishment,  already  protected  by  a  duty 
of  100  per  cent.,  to  aid  them  by  the  declaration 
tiiat  "we  want  no  farther  protection."  Though 
the  effects  might  be  somewhat  lessened  by  a  sus- 
picion that  others  than  those  interested  alone  in 
manufHCturing  interests  may  have  furnished  a 

Ert,  at  least,  of  the  enormous  capital,  and  thus 
concerned  in  the  monopoly  of  one  article  by 
manafkcturin^,  and  of  all  others  by  importation ; 
yet  it  would,  m  some  dwre^  tend  to  support  an 
otgection  which,  when  mUy  examined,  wm  aSati 
a  rery  strong  reason  for  giving  the  protection 
called  for. 

Viewing  it,  as  the  committee  hope  they  may 
traly  do,  as  one  of  the  numerous  arguments  Against 
a  general  system,  they  proceed  to  an  examination 
of  its  application  to  the  present  tariff.  It  would 
be  tedious  to  take  each  item  in  detail ;  one  is  se- 
lected, on  which  is  imposed  the  highest  ad  raio- 
rem  duty — coarse  cottons.  The  nominal  rate 
of  duty  on  this  article  is  25  per  cent. ;  the  real, 
accordmg  to  an  estimate  of  high  mercantile  au- 
thority, 83.  The  beneficial  effects  of  this  duty  to 
the  consumer  of  the  article  are  well  known  and 
umrenally  admitted)  and  hare  been  fully  explained 
by  the  committee.  Since  the  experiment  has  been 
fully  and  suceesaftally-  tried  as  to  one  important 
itenif  why  not  extend  it  to  others?  Why  should 
the  dntiet  on  coaise  cottonK  be  83  per  cent. ;  on 
linens,  worsteds,  stockings,  silk,  and  iron,  15 — a 
di£ferenceof  68  per  cent  1  If  the  effects  have  been 
so  salutary  on  coarse,  why  not,  by  an  increased 
rate  of  duty,  bring  the  finer  fobrics  within  the  op- 
eration of  the  same  wholesome  principle  1  Why 
leave  glass  at  a  rate  of  duty  which  does  not  equal 
the  foreign  bounty  1  Why  make  the  nominal  duty 
on  cotton  efficient  for  83,  and  leave  the  nominal 
duty  on  paper  of  30  per  cent,  efficient  only  for  15, 
or,  at  the  most,  for  20  per  cent.?  When  other 
manufactures  are  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
cotton  ;  when  protecting  duties  are  imposed  by  a 
principle  of  equality,  and  graduated  by  some  set- 
tled rale;  when  it  shall  exceed  the  wdinary  and 
average  amount  of  a  mere  duty  for  revenue,  and 
an  opportunity  he  offered  for  a  fkir  experiment  of 
its  general  tendency,  then  may  be  the  time  to  urge 
that,  if  the  experiment  is  successful,  the  article 
wants  no  further  protection ;  if  it  faiu,  that  there 
is  something  of  a  peculiar  character  attached  to  it, 
•which,  as  to  any  given  article,  prevents  that  con- 
nexion between  causes  and  ejects  which  exists  as 
to  others.  The  complete  success  as  to  one  article 
is  the  best  evidence  of  the  good  policy  of  extending 
the  same  rule  to  others ;  affording,  at  the  same 
time,  strong  practical  proof  that,  when  carried  to 
the  proper  extent,  l^i^tive  protection  to  manu- 
ikctures  results  in  the  feduetion  of  the  price  to  the 
consumer. 

When  this  is  the  effect,  the  protection  is.  to  the 
people,  not  to  the  manafaetorer ;  thesavinc  of  the 
pace  u  the  "ectmomy  to  the  eonsamer;"  he  is 


protected  hy  not  being  compelled  to  purchase  the 
foreign  article  of  an  infenor  qaality,  and  at  a 
higher  price.  The  reduction  of  the  present  duty 
on  cotton  goods  would,  by  destroying  tne  domestic 
competition,  bring  the  article  to  the  same  price  it 
bore  before  such  competition  existed.  From  the 
great  reduction  in  the  price,  it  is  evident  that  there 
must  have  been  a  great  profit  arising  to  the  foreign 
manufacturer,  or  tne  importer,  which  was  paid 
the  consumer.  The  article  most  come  to  nim  at 
the  old  price,  in  order  to  make  the  same  prt^t  ac- 
crue to  the  domestic  manufacturer;  if  it  come  at 
a  less,  then  the  real  and  efficient  protection  is  to 
those  who  buy  it ;  they  are  prcrtected  from  paying 
the  higher  price.  The  true  application  of  this 
word  pnteetim  will  tend  to  nnite  opinion  on  this 
most  interesting  question ;  if  it  means  protecticn 
to  the  people,  to  the  mass  of  the  nation,  by  leducing 
the  price  of  the  article  used,  and  increasing  the 
means  of  payment,  there  could  be  no  nation^  ob- 
jection to  it ;  as  little  could  there  be,  if  protec- 
tion was  understood  to  be  the  guarding  the  peo|de 
against  the  operation  of  foreign  laws  and  systems 
of  ^vemment,  associations  and  combinations  of 
individuals,  which  tend  to  enhance  the  price,  and 
to  depreciate  the  means  of  payment.  It  could  not 
then  be  said  that  no  further  protection  was  neces- 
sary, until  the  protection  was  complete ;  till  it  ex- 
tended to  all  Items  where  it  was  required.  The 
committee  wish  it  to  be  distincdy  understood,  that 
this  is  their  definition  of  protection,  and,  when  it  is 
used  by  them,  it  means  protection  to  ^e  consmner. 
They  disclaim  that  definition  or  api^icatitm  whiah 
makes  it  consist  in  protecting  the  mBaaftctncer 
against  the  interest  and  sound  policy  of  thiseomt- 
try— of  protecting  him  in  specohitton  or  monMoly, 
at  the  expense  01  the  people,  or  any  natimal  in- 
terest. We  recognise  in  tne  maaofactDrers  no 
claims  to  exclusive  or  any  other  protection  than 
what  is  due  to  others;  we  view  them  as  other 
classes,  as  mea  engaged  in  other  occupations  and 
pursuits  in  life,  entitlnt  to  protection  as  mstrumoits 
for  promoting  national  and  general  prosperity ;  as 
men  bv  whose  agency  the  public  good  and  the 
general  welfare  will  be  advanced.  If  th^  can 
effect  this  object,  and  with  profit  to  themselves  it 
istousasubjectofcongratawtion,  and  will  beeoiae 
one  of  prid^  if  the  measures  we  uive  devised  have 
taded  to  produce  it.  But,  if  it  <mly  adds  to  their 
individual  emolument,  we  renounce  it  as  an  ob- 
ject which  is  eqnaUy  repugnant  with  our  inten- 
tifflu  and  feelings.  Buieviog.  as  we  do,  that 
"  economy  to  the  consumer"  is  best  secured  by  the 
domestic  supply  of  our  demands,  domestic  manu- 
factures are  the  only  efficient  means ;  as  such,  we 
think  them  entitled  to  national  protection.  The 
same  principle  applies  to  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture :  they  are  bat  the  varied  means  of  supplying 
our  demands,  and,  like  manufactures,  are  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  great  system  which  is  necessary 
to  secure  the  great  object  of  all  sound  policy— 
"  economy  to  the  consumer." 

The  three  great  occupations  in  society  are,  ag-  - 
ricultnn  to  produce  mannfactaies  to  fiibrica^- 
comiOCTee  to  distribute,  the  articles  ttf  ctmsump- 
tion.  The  flitt  and  the  third  an  admitted  by  ul 
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to  be  of  iDfiaite  importance^  worthy  of  all  protec- 
tion; both  hare  received  it.  Sound  policy  has 
never  suggested  a  doobt  that  the  production  and 
d^bation  should  be  domestic.  The  country,  with 
one  united  voice,  has  declared,  and  y^  declares, 
that  "  economy  to  the  consumer"  consists  in  not 
beinf  dependent  on  fordgn  soil  to  produce  or  for- 
eun  shipping  to  oarrv,  the  supplies  of  our  wanta. 
liet  it  is  much  divided  on  the  puicr  of  demadenoe 
on  foTNgn  labor  and  fbragn  machinery  fw  fabri- 
cation. This  is  not  deemed  the  least  important 
item!  without  it,  productiou  is  useless, aadj  except 
food}  no  matmau  would  exist  for  dijBtnbatifni. 
The  manufactoren.  to  meet  our  demands,  must 
exist  somewhere ;  shall  they  be  in  a  foreign  cous- 
try,  or  out  own  1  is  the  great  question.  To  decide 
^us,  it  would  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  api^y  to  this 
item  the  same  reasons  which  have  led  to  the  unan- 
imous condusion  in  relation  to  the  other  two :  or 
to  show,  by  any  co^nt  reasoning,  and  from  clear 
experience,  that  it  is  safer,  sounder  policy,  more 
conducive  to  "  economy  to  the  consumer,"  to  place 
the  command  of  that  item  in  the  hands  ot  for- 
eigners than  our  own  citizens.  E>omestic  agricul- 
nu«  haa  the  command  of  our  production ;  domestic 
aliipping:  of  our  distribution;  why  not  domfstie 
mMHi&einies  of  our  fabneationT  If  experience 
has  not  justified  the  remark  that  the  protection  of 
agriculture  and  commerce  has  been  a  tax  on  the 
ecwumer,  neither  has  it  as  to  manufactures ;  hith- 
erto every  result  has  been  economy  to  the  con- 
ninmr.  This  Goremment  did  not  say  to  com- 
merce "  You  want  no  further  protection^"  until  it 
hftd  attained  a  monopoly  of  the  coasting  trade, 
and  nearly  so  of  the  foreign.  It  docs  not  now 
make  the  remark  because  a  few  merchants,  with 
lai^e  capitals,  and  by  successful  enterprise,  can 
continue  thdr  operations ;  the  old,  continueri,  and 
new  protection  is  added ;  enough  is  not  given  till 
the  object  shall  be  accomplished.  The  object  a 
national  one—Hhe  command  of  our  dis^ibution — 
is  it  unreasonable  that,  so  far  as  fabrication  is  a 
niUimal  triyeet,  it  ihomd  be^ioteoted  to  consnm- 
nation  7  It  is  not  to  dmw  invidious  disUnctfouL 
hat  to  show  their  impropriety,  that  it  is  deemed 
pnper  to  obierre,  that,  if  the  protection  afforded 
to  oommoce  hat  eoaUed  those  engaged  in  its  pur- 
ssits  to  acquire  princely  fortunes ;  or,  if  they  have 
heen  the  consequence  of  their  enterprise  and  in- 
telligence, it  has  been  deemed  evidence  of  the  gen- 
eral prosperity.  The  acquisitions  of  commerce 
have  not  been  charged  as  "  fleecing"  the  rest  of 
the  community ;  "  merchants  have  not  bera  des- 
ignated as  an  organized  corps,  distinct  from  the 
rest  of  the  nation,  aiming  at  exclusive  privilq^ 
at  the  general  expense."  Theirs  has  not  been  rep- 
reientM  as  an  interest  which,  of  necessity,  draws 
a  line  between  tbeir  emolument  and  the  public 
good.  If  foreign  nations  want  our  produce,  they 
viU  oome  here  for  it ;  if  we  want  their  manufac- 
tures, they  will  bring  than  to  us.  It  is  not,  there- 
for^ from  necessity,  but  a  ctmnction  of  graeral 
economy,  that  has  led  to  our  settled  policy  of  giv- 
ing sneh  protection  to  our  ahipping  interest  as  will 
enable  it  to  do  what  is  indispenaauiB  for  our  wants. 
Marehants  are  not  considerad  as  men  who  do  not 


feel  a  common  regard  ibr  the  general  wdfare^so 
divided  from  the  rest  of  the  naliol^  that  their  i»- 
terest  is  necessarily  in  opposition  to  all  others. 

They  are  not  called  an  organized  corps  wkca 
they  unite  in  petition  to  us  to  save  thezn  and  ihea 
inteatest  from  foreign  policy ;  they  are  ncMicpolsid 
by  the  char^  (H  exoluBire  intmst,  pririh^ 
(xders,  bounties,  imminm^  and  monopQlies.  If 
those  chafes  were  a^iad  to  them,  paM  wmld 
be  required  of  their  truth ;  it  would  be  3Bboal  to 
make  them,  tmless  it  was  clear  and  coaviaoay. 
Whoi  they  are  applied  to  manufacturera  aaidmr 
potions,  common  joatice  would  dictate  the  woe 
rule ;  that  when  tb^  ask  for  proteclioa  astiatf 
the  same  foreign  policy,  the  same  laws  whiu  bev 
with  the  same  force  on  commerce  and  maan&c- 
tures,  charity  should  be  so  far  extended  as  tosteit 
that,  however  mistaken  their  opinion,  they  envcd 
no  object  adverse  to  the  intoest  of  the  coentiy, 
but  made  it  the  basis  of  their  requests.  Tboi^ 
they  may  be  less  capaUe  of  judgingf  than  oihas 
they  may  not  be  more  selfish.  Bxperience  mif 
be  assumed  to  be  the  safest  guide ;  it  does  not  ju- 
tify  the  objection  that  more  enormous  wealth  ha 
been  accumulated  by  manufactures  than  agric^ 
ttire  or  commerce,  or  that  what  has  been  aequM 
has  been  mtxre  at  the  ej^Mnse  of  the  nation.  Tkr 
chun  of  mntoal  interests  which  connects  sodet; 
does  not  separate  manuhetores  from  the  eoamoi 
mass.  The  ties  of  mntoal  dependence  and  anwait. 
wUch  form  a  nati<m  into  a  nmilv,  which  lead  iB 
to  considtf  thonselves  as  parts  or  a  great  wboJ^ 
are  not  of  necessity  dissolved  W  their  porsaib  or 
their  interest ;  they  are  of  no  distinct  easli^  and 
most  of  them  are  engaged  in  other  pnnmisL  Man- 
uftcturing  capital  is  made  up  by  the  acqnistims 
from  other  sources;  the  labor  is  suppUed  br  the 
want  of  other  employment ;  and  it  is  bdieved^^ 
in  this,  as  in  all  others  there  is  an  intimate  cot- 
nezion  with  national  interests.  The  gieusi 
mantt&cturing  establuhments  are  in  or  near  ow 
commercial  cities.  Who  are  their  pvoprietors? 
Whence  is  derived  their  capital,  labor,  and  hov 
far  Uieir  aueeess  or  decline  has  a  coireqiondai 
bearing  on  the  nine  of  property  or  pndiwc^  the 
poor,  the  indnstrioua  the  ftrnur,  the  lunliair. 
and  the  mass  of  population — how  far  therpRa^ 
an  interest  distinct  from,  or  connected  widi,Anae 
who  compose  the  circle  of  society,  can  w^l  be  ss- 
certained  b^  those  who  represent  tke  disnicB 
which  contain  them.  The  records  of  this  Hon 
afford  no  bad  critaiim.  The  protection  of  mau- 
factures,  as  an  important  item  of  naticHaal  indnstrr 
is  not  asked  for  by  manufacturers  akme;  a  re^ 
ence  to  the  petitioDs  will  show  that  their  nixmbcn 
are  few ;  all  classes  have  united.  It  cannot,  then- 
fore,  be  in  public  opinion,  or  in  practice,  that  vr 
can  discover  the  evidence  of  thar  betag  a  cU<s 
excluded  from  common  feding  and  general  iaut- 
est.  So  fiir  as  the  opinion  of  petinoaera  is  ens- 
tied  to  any  weight,  tlHwe  who  have  called  for  tf 
auction  duty  have  given  one  entitled  to  no  sa^ 
respect — they  require  it  for  the  protection  of 
merce,  manu&ctures,  and  agrieuunre.  Aicfaascc 
to  those  petition^  to  the  variooa  iii  i  iiuaiiw  of 
those  who  hare  signed  them,  iHIl  not  fiaU^xt  of 
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conclnsiTe  proof  that,  in  practice  as  well  as  in 
principle,  there  is  sacn  a  connexion  between  the 
three  great  branches  of  national  industry — produc- 
tion, nbrication,  and  distribution— as  all  to  require 
protection,  and  lo  be  capable  of  receiving  it  by  the 
same  act  of  legislation.  But  though  we  cwnot 
but  think  that  the  union  of  all  classes  of  citizens 
in  favor  of  the  protection  of  these  three  greatest 
interests  is  strong  evidence  that  there  is  no  dis- 
cordance between  them,  it  must  not  be  understood 
as  implying  that  no  such  discordance  does  exist, 
because  the  measure  required  for,  the  protection  oi 
one  is  called  for  only  by  those  ennged  in  its  ap- 
propriate and  peculiar  pursuits.  Those  through 
whose  direct  interest  a  national  iDjury  is  inflicted 
feel  it  the  soonest,  and  must  be  the  first  to  com- 
plain ;  the  inquiry  should  be,  not  who  complain, 
but  is  the  injury  sustained  ?  must  it  be  redressed  ? 
and  by  yf\iai  means  1  If  wotection  is  required,  it 
Should  be  to  the  extent  or  the  injury ;  and,  if  no 
further  protection  is  wanted,  it  must  be  because 
the  injury  has  been  redressed,  the  cause  which 
produced  become  inoperative,  and  a  sufficient 

fiiard  supplied  to  prevent  its  recurrence.  What 
Ets  been  done,  is  not  an  inquiry  dictated  by  na- 
tional feeling,  but  the  good  or^  bad  effects  it  has 
produced;  what  ought  yet  to' be  done  can  then 
easily  be  ascertained— it  is  by  selecting  the  legiti- 
mate objects  of  protection,  and  making  that  pro- 
tection ^betual.  If  economy  to  the  consumer  and 
defence  to  the  nation  are  already  secured,  it  can- 
not be  necessary,  and  may  be  unwise,  to  proceed 
farther ;  the  situation  of  the  country  affords  the 
best  means  of  deciding.  Protection  is  not  asked 
against  our  own  Grovernment,  or  the  interest  of 
oar  own  citizens,  but  against  foreign.  Freedom  of 
trade  and  occupations  consists  in  the  perfect  lib- 
erty of  pursuit,  without  any  legislative  partiality 
or  preference ;  to  be  governed  entirely  by  mutual 
or  general  interest.  That  freedom  is  destroyed  by 
foreign  as  well  as  domestic  legislation  ana  inter- 
ference. If  there  was  oeither,  there  would  be 
nothing  to  protect  against ;  industry  would  be  left 
free  to  select  its  application ;  a  pressure  which 
bears  upon  it  with  a  given  weight,  must  be  bal- 
anced with  an  equivalent  protection  before  it  can 
become  free.  That  there  is  this  foreign  pressure 
is  admitted  \  its  extent  cannot  be  estimated,  for  it 
is  made  up  by  a  complex  and  intricate  system  of 
policy,  that  varies  in  its  andication  to  di^ent  ob- 
jects. Bein^  more  versed  in  that  of  England  than 
other  countries,  it  is  selected  as  an  iUnstration ; 
and,  being  bound  by  our  convention  with  her  to 
impose  on  her  products  no  higher  duties  than  on 
those  of  other  nations,  they  most  be  uniform  ;  but 
as  our  greater  portion  of  manufactures  is  imported 
thence,  our  duties  should  rather  be  imposed  with 
a  reference  to  the  pressure  of  the  system  which 
bears  on  the  greater,  and  not  on  the  lesser  portion 
of  our  importations. 

A  bounty  or  an  excise  drawback  is  a  direct  pres- 
sure to  the  nominal  amount ;  it  is  the  difference  in 
the  price  of  the  article  to  the  British  or  the  Ameri- 
caa  consumer.  The  English  QoTcmment  makes 
it  dearer  to  their  own  people  than  ours  by  the 
amount  of  the  drawback  and  boonty ;  a  haitel  of 


beer  drank  in  England  costs  three  dollars  more 
than  if  exported  to  France  and  drank  there^d»- 
ducting  charges  of  exportation  and  freighL)  Wlw 
a  code  gives  a  direct  bounty,  the  eflect  can  be  mea^ 
ured ;  but  ^e  indirect  drawbacks  and  bounties  have 
a  more  serious  effect.  Taking  the  amount  of  tax- 
ation in  England  to  be  at  any  rate,  say  thirty  per 
cent,  of  the  income  of  all  the  property  and  aU  the 
products  of  the  kingdom,  and  it  is  so  apportioned 
as  to  leave  those  products  and  occupations  untaxed 
which  are  for  the  supply  of  articles  for  a  foreign 
market,  and  a  double  amount  on  such  as  must  oe 
consumed  at  home ;  for  example,  if,  instead  of  an 
excise  of  Uiirtjr  per  cent,  on  cottoUi  woollen,  linen, 
iron,  glass,  hardvrare,  crockery,  none  is  imposed  on 
these  manufactures,  and  sixty  per  cent  is  impoMd 
on  spirits  malt  liquors,  paper,  «c.,  the  sum  of  tax- 
ation is  the  same.  Thirty  per  cent,  is  paid  in  the 
aggregate,  and  should  be  added  to  the  cost  of  maa- 
ulacturing.  On  the  article  which  pays  none,  this 
thirty  per  cent,  is  a  bounty,  and  toe  effects  to  us 
are  the  same;  it  is  an  exemption  from  taxation,  a 
real  drawback.  When,  then,  a  comparison  is  made 
between  the  expenses  of  manufacturing  here  and 
there,  the  average  rate  of  taxation  must  be  allowed 
fur,  not  its  particular  apportiooment.  Does,  then, 
this  system  operate  as  a  pressure  on  our  industry, 
or  to  its  aid?  If  the  effects  of  bounties,  draw- 
backs^ or  exemptions,  were  to  add  to  the  resources 
of  this  nation,  and  diminish  dioie  of  Bn^^and,  it 
is  difficult  to  assign  the  mson  for  its  contmnanee. 
We  risk  much  by  acting  on  the  belief  that  the 
Government  of  that  nation  does  not  understand 
its  interest;  a  simple  calculaticm  will  settle  the 
question.  Take  any  given  arlicte  of  manufacture ; 
compare  it  with  the  value  of  the  raw  matoial  re- 
quired to  make  it ;  the  difference  of  the  price  is 
made  up  of  the  labor  bestowed  upon  it  and  die 
subsistence  of  the  laborers.  Iron  ore  will  not  pay 
freight^  it  has  then  no  valufc  unless  in  a  country 
where  iron  is  made ;  a  ton  of  bar  iron,  worth  one 
hundred  dollars,  derives  all  its  value  from  labor 
and  subsistence;  it  gives  a  new  market  for  so 
much  of  industry  and  the  products  of  agriculture; 
and  as  much  as  this  market  is  worth  to  the  nation, 
so  much  is  every  ton  of  iron  worth  in  clear  profits 
when  it  can  be  exported,  and  those  pn^ts  diawa 
from  anodier  country.   Such  a  bounty  is  then 

Siren,  as,  being  less  than  the  }ffofits  accruing  by 
le  making  of  iron,  will  make  its  export  a  pn^ 
It  is  not  credible  that  a  bountv  greater  than  the 
general  jnv^ts  accruing  Would  be  given  by  any 
Oovemment  not  mad.  The  nation,  then,  who 
buys  the  iron  pays  the  profit,  and  not  the  nation 
that,  by  paying  the  bounty,  secures  the  profit  If 
clay,  and  sand,  and  ore^  can  be  turned  into  money 
by  such  means  as  bounties,  drawbacks,  exemptions, 
as  will  still  leave  a  profit,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the 
profits  accrue  to  those  whose  otherwise  worthless 
|Ht>ducts  become  valuable^  and  not  to  those  whose 
products  remain  by  these  means  forever  worthless. 

If  the  profits  derived  by  the  various  interests  in 
England  were  not  more  than  a  peiuy-hatfpenny 
a  yard  on  coarse  linen,  or  twenty-fire  shiUiogi  a 
hundred  on  j^ass,  the  Gorcnunent  would  not  pay 
that  bounty;  if  a  pn^t  remains,  it  is  paid  by  thoie 
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who  buy  their  linen  and  glass.  If,  hy  means  of 
those  bounties,  &c.,  they  draw  these  profits  to 
themselres  from  us,  and  leave  our  ores,  sand,  clay, 
<f{  DO  use;  deprive  the  farmer  of  tbe  market  for 
subsistence  to  the  laborer,  who  shall  otherwise  be 
employed  in  manufactures,  then  it  becomes  tbe 
duty  of  our  Government,  by  a  resisting  defensive 
system,  to  protect  our  raw  materials,  labor,  and 
provisions,  to  give  to  our  citizens  the  profits  of 
converting  them  into  articles  of  use.  That  duty 
is  of  the  most  inoperative  kind,  if  all  the  occupa- 
tions of  the  country  are  now  unprofitable.  The 
firmer  raises  more  than  he  can  sell ;  he  has  no 
indoeement  to  raise  more;  the  country  can  de- 
rire  no  benefit  from  increasing  a  surplus  now  un- 
prodactive.  There  is  labor  enoiuh  in  the  country 
m  all  the  pn^table  pursuits  or  agriculture,  and 
to  mannftcture  all  the  articles  for  our  consump- 
tion ;  all  the  raw  materials  are  in  abundance,  or 
may  be  made  so.  Protection  shall  end,  then,  only 
after  aecDring  employment  from  all. 

That  the  increase  o/duties  will  lead  to  smv^iwj. 

This  is  an  object  depending  so  much  on  opin- 
ion, that  it  is  difficult  either  to  support  or  rebuke 
it  by  facts.  If  its  existence  to  any  great  extent 
was  known,  the  records  of  our  custom-houses 
and  courts  would  afford  official  evidence ;  but, 
imlike  other  crimes,  the  extent  of  this  can  only 
be  aBcertsiDed  by  detection ;  it  may  prevail  to  a 
Tery  eonrideisiM  degree,  yet  the  evidence  of  it 
be  bmond  the  means  of  procurement.  While, 
dteidor^  it  cannot  be  rmsonable  to  ask  for  the 
most  d^nite  proof  from  those  who  ui^  it,  it  may 
not  be  too  much  to  expect  that  the  objection  would 
be  supported  by  strong  reasoning  and  probable  in- 
ferences. The  ifuggestion  ought  not  to  be  listened 
to  with  too  much  readiness,  as  it  imparts  a  severe 
reflection  on  the  character  of  our  countrymen, 
and  holds  out  the  Government  as  unable  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  a  dutv  imposed  for  revenue 
or  policy.  Judging  from  the  uniform  practice  of 
Congress,  it  seems  that  the  fear  of  smuggling  has 
not  deterred  them  from  increasing  the  duties  for 
the  aid  of  the  revenue.  When  additional  sums 
have  been  reqaired,  additional  duties  hare  been 
imposed,  and  always,  it  is  believed,  with  the  de- 
sired effect.  At  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war,  the  duties  on  imports  were  doubled,  certainly 
not  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  manufactures, 
when  the  war  precluded  foreign  competition,  and 
the  law  was  limited  to  one  year  after  the  conelu- 
aion  oS  the  peace,*  but  solely  for  revenue.  The 
war  duties  continued  until  the  1st  of  July,  1816,  a 
period  of  neareighteen  months  after  the  peace;  they 
were,  on  an  average,  much  higher  than  those  pro- 
posed in  the  hill  oiT  last  session,  and  afforded  a  fair 
criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the  tendency  of 
high  duties  to  increase  smuggling. 

The  committee  have  not  perceivedj  in  any  of 
the  memorials  which  dwell  on  this  objection,  the 
period  which  elapsed  from  the  conclusion  oi  the 
peace  and  the  commraeement  of  the  present  tari^ 
sebeted  as  one  which  exhibited  endence  of  the 


*AfUnrafds  extsndsd  ta  SOth  Jane,  1816. 


increase  of  smuggling.  These  memoiiils  u 
from  »ntlemen  of  great  mercantile  exptriaKt 
guided  by  their  own  and  theobserTstionofothffi; 
if  they  have  not  been  led  to  select  thispehodii 
our  financial  history  as  the  era  of  smuggling,  jie 
a  fair  inference  that,  in  their  opinioo,  uooek 
existed.  That  inference  is  much  strengtM 
when  we  find  them  unwilling  or  Doable  to  poiiu 
out  in  our  tariff  an  article  the  revenue  ob  nj'ci 
has  been  diminished  by  the  increase  of  diiT.  bsi 
compelled  to  resort  to  the  example  of  tforap 
Government,  to  overlook  the  expeiienn  i  nr 
own,  in  order  to  procure  i»oof  of  tbeir  sucgtsbgt. 
In  sdecting  the  articles  often  and  coffee  u  to 
which  were  dangerous  to  tax  bidi,  it  tu  mm 
prudent  for  them  to  refer  to  the  British  tuif  lad 
not  to  ours  ;*  as  the  one  may  suppmt,  Im  ^ 
other  directly  contradicts  their  soppositico.  ^ 
selection  of  a  foreign  precedent  is  at  best  prcMf- 
tive  evidence  that  no  domestic  one  would  cobI'b 
their  position.  Until  that  presamptioo  is  rebouri 
and  evidence  adduced  more  satisfactcHj  to 
mind  than  the  uniform  and  successful  practini 
the  Government,  the  official  docuniettu  from  ice 
Treasury,  and  the  inferences  which  iiresi^UF 
follow  known  &cts,  the  committee  must  ibist 
this  objection  founded  more  in  coqjectDre  the 
fact. 

The  annexed  statement  will  very  cleuij  iliii 
that  the  amount  of  importations  aod  rerenrii 
not  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  rate  dTdntr-  AdId- 
spection  of  the  existing  tariff  conclaiinlr>biifs 
that  the  highest  duties  are  those  ^m^osedKl^^r^ 
nue  merely,  with  some  few  exceptioos;  ibe  li^ 
ference  between  those  imposed  on  tcv.  i^^. 
wines,  and  spirits,  and  on  manufactnrai  viicle 
generally,  is  very  grea  t :  on  mace  it  is  Mf 
a  pound,  on  bar  iron  seven  mills  and  i bit 
teas  averaged  thirty-two  and  three-tentbnsupet 
pound,  equal  to  one  hundred  per  ceotadTtloraH' 
on  linen  and  worsteds  fifteen  per  ceot ;  on  lunt- 
factures.  the  same  duty  is  imposed  on  the  c«m 
and  bulky  as  the  fine,  on  articles  of  nectsiiT^ 
luxurv  ;  blankets  and  sOks  at  fifteen-  %ramH 
would  never  have  entered  into  the  minds oIuk 
Legislaturej  in  such  an  apportionmeut  of  i^i' 
mace  is  easier  smuggled  than  Imx  inn,  teui^ 
blankets ;  yet  on  these  high-taxed  aitidestbtw 
of  smuggling  does  not  seem  to  dwell ;  it  mn  «■! 
on  manufactures.  So  far  as  protecting  dace 
have  been  raised  to  the  height  of  revenue  ddk' 


of  course,  not  smugigled.  It  may  then  be  av^. 
inferred  that  the  duty  on  other  manafifd"^ 
equally  bulky  and  not  more  valuable,  migbt-  ^ 
equal  safety,  be  advanced  to  this  extent;  if 
bulky  and  more  costly,  to  fall  proportionally  siiw|* 
amount  could  not  be  an  unsa^  standard ;  or,ii^| 
is  thought  too  high,  the  average  duties  of 
and  the  first  half  of  1616  cannot  he  objeete!" 
Assuming  either  as  the  basis,  and  compani^ 


*  Memorial  of  a  conventiott  of  dslstilw  ■■■ 
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with  the  bill  of  last  session,  the  committee  enter- 
tain  a  confident  conviction  that  it  would  be  en- 
tirely unaffected  by  this  objection.  It  is,  indeed, 
incrediUe  that  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on 
crates,  glus*  iron,  linen,  luirdware,  cutlery,  &c., 
could  ramish  inducements  to  smuggling,  which 
are  not  eren  alleged  to  exist  as  to  ^ticles  of  more 
Talue  and  chareed  with  a  higher  rate  of  duty. 
Such  belief  could  not,  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
entertain  the  fear,  amount  to  conrictioo,  since 
they  have  not  selected  an  item  from  our  tariff,  or 
appealed  to  a  fact  in  the  history  of  this  country. 
Again,  it  may  be  remarked  that,  when  the  experi- 
ence of  other  countries  is  not  supported  by  ours, 
it  is  not  sound  reasoniog  to  urge  the  propriety  oi 
basing  our  legislation  on  a  state  of  things  which 
does  not  exist  here.  It  is  well  known  that,  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  imports,  there  is  more 
smuggling  on  our  Northern  and  Southern  fron- 
tiers than  on  the  seacoast ;  the  rate  of  duty  being 
the  same,  it  must  be  owing  to  other  causes.  Sepa- 
xated  from  the  dominions  of  foreign  Powers  fay 
narrow  seas,  rivers,  or  territorial  Uncs,  facilities 
are  affiirded  to  the  illicit  introduction  of  mer- 
chandise which  are  not  within  the  reach  of  those 
who  must  cross  an  ocean  in  a  large  and  valuable 
ressel ;  whose  arrival,  destination,  and  departure, 
are  notorious,  and  announced  in  numberless  pa- 

Eers,  and  watched  by  revenue  cutters.  The  vigi- . 
ince  of  our  officers,  aided  by  all  the  efforts  of^ 
individuals^  is  wholly  incompetent  to  watch  an 
itnmonse  frontier,  most  of  it  a  wilderness.  He 
would  surely  be  an  unwise  statesman  who,  because 
there  were  found  examples  of  smuggling  there, 
would  change  a  fiscal  or  political  system  to  meet 
such  cases,  which  will  exist,  not  only  while  there 
are  high  duties,  but  while  there  are  any.  The 
same  obvious  reasons  will  applv  to  England,  or 
any  other  European  nation :  ana  these  may  be  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  the  selection  of  an  ex- 
ample from  abroad.  There,  smuggling  is  not  car- 
ried on  in  sea  vessels  which  are  entered  at  the  cus- 
tom-hoQseSj  but  in  boats  which  pass  in  the  night. 
The  Isle  of  Man  was  a  principal  scene  for  illicit 
trade;  since  its  sovereignty  has  been  purchased 
by  the  Crown,  it  has  ceased.  The  contiguity  to 
foreign  nations  affording  means  of  unlawful  com- 
munication, is  the  principal  source  of  this  danger. 
It  is  not  carried  on  oy  merchant  vessels  fit  to  uavi- 
sate  the  ocean,  and  cannot  prevail  to  a  great  extent 
Eere.  It  cannot  be  the  meaning  of  the  memorial- 
ists, that  the  merchants  of  our  country  would  en- 
gage  in,  or  countenance,  this  illicit  and  immoral 
trf&c ;  no  others  would  have  the  means  of  doing 
it,  especially  when  doublr  watched  by  a  class 
men  who  have  paid  the  duties  on  their  own  im- 
portations, and  do  not  want  intelligence  to  discern 
their  interests,  or  vi^Iance  to  guard  against  all 
attacks,  open  or  covert. 

A  tax  on  the  many  a  bomty  to  ihefm. 
Of  the  numerous  objections  which  are  urged 
against  the  proposed  measure^  there  is  none  which 
carries  with  it  more  plausibility,  till  examined,  or 
would  be  more  conclusive,  if  true.  The  commit- 
tee most  freely  admit,  tliat,  if  a  general  system 


for  the  protection  of  manufactures  is  necessarily  a 

Krmanent  tax  on  the  community  for  the  mere 
nefit  of  those  engaged  in  them,  it  must  be  radi- 
cally wrong,  and  partially  so,  as  the  same  effect 
follows  the  encouragement  of  particular  branches. 
Disclaiming  the  word  boanties  as  wholly  inappli- 
cable to  any  part  of  the  bill,  they  are  willing  to 
test  it  by  the  principles  laid  down  by  its  active 
and  intelligent  opponents.  "  There  is,  however, 
an  argument  in  favor  of  encouraging  particular 
employments  by  bounties  and  taxes,  which  merits 
a  different  consideration.  It  has  been  justly  urged 
that  there  may  be  occupations  peculiarly  adapted 
to  our  situation  and  character,  and  which,  if  once 
established,  might  be  carried  on  better  here  than 
elsewhere,  so  as  to  afford  their  productions  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  is  now  paid  for  them ;  and  yet 
habit  and  indolence,  and  ine  natural  attachment 
of  men  to  the  pursuits  in  which  they  have  been 
educate,  and  the  immediate  expense  of  commenc- 
ing the  business,  and  the  want  of  that  skill  which 
only  time  and  otperience  can  give,  and  a  doubt  how 
soon  or'how  certainly  the  profit  may  be  realized, 
may  deter  individuals  from  engaging  in  those  oc- 
cupations, and  induce  them  to  persist  in  othos 
less  profitable  to  themselves  and  the  public ;  and 
that  if  these  difficulties  can  be  overcome  by  a 

E resent  tax,  which  will  be  more  than  compensated 
y  the  reduction  of  prices  hereafter,  it  is  ^ood 
policy  and  economy  to  impose  it.  On  this  prmci- 
ple,  encouragement  has  alwas  been  given  oy  our 
Government  to  particular  pursuits,  and  it  should 
always  be  given  to  the  full  extent  that  this  princi- 
ple will  warrant.  By  its  adoption,  the  whole  sub- 
ject is  made  a  mere  question  of  economy— rof  econ- 
omy to  consumers,  who  are  all  the  people ;  and  it 
becomes  our  duty  to  study  not  how  to  make  man- 
ufactures dear,  but  how  to  make  them,  on  the 
whole,  cheap  and  abundant.  The  best,  and  p^ 
haps  the  only  mode  of  doing  it,  is  to  promote  com- 
petition at  the  lowest  prices."* 

A  general  acquiescence  in  these  sentiments 
would  leave  for  our  consideration  only  the  ques- 
tion of  their  application.  In  ascertaining  the  most 
effectual  means  of  promoting  national  industry,  it 
is  truly  gratifying  to  find  both  sides  starting  on 
the  same  principles ;  this  gives  them  a  stability 
which  saves  the  trouble  of  examining  their  sound- 
ness. It  would  be  indeed  useless ;  Tor  who  will 
deny  that  "economy  to  the  consumer  "  should  be 
the  guiding  maxim  for  individuals  and  legislators  ? 
The  meaning  of  the  term  cannot  be  understood. 
Economy,  whether  individual  or  political,  is  pro- 
bably not  a  very  complicated  science,  when  stud- 
ied not  by  theory  and  speculative  reasoning,  but 
the  book  of  practical  life  and  experience.  Prin- 
ciples, to  be  correct,  must  be  drawn  from  practical 
observation  more  than  reasoning ;  if  to  be  applied 
to  theory,  they  may  be  drawn  from  the  same 
scarce;  but,  if  intended  for  universal  practice, 
they  should  flow  from  the  lessons  of  experience. 
Practical  economy  to  the  consumer  teacnes  him 
to  procure  what  he  wants  at  the  cheapest  rate, 
and  that  mode  is  cheapest  by  which  he  can  buy 

'Keport  of  the  Boston  Coramittoe. 
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with  the  tewt  labor  and  expense.  The  price  of 
an  article  is  not  its  nominal  rate  in  dollars,  bat  in 
the  quantity  of  a  giren  article  which  will  procare 
it.  Assuming  any  sam  as  the  standard  price  of 
any  article,  the  great  question  for  the  consumer 
is,  how  to  obtain  it  on  the  best  terms ;  how  to  ex- 
change his  own  surplus  productions  for  those  he 
needs,  to  most  advantage ;  to  select  the  object  on 
which  he  may  employ  bis  own  industry  so  as  to 
realize  the  greatest  production.  If  the  mere  trans- 
fer of  the  same  laoor  from  one  object  to  another 
will  enable  him  to  attain  his  ends,  it  is  his  interest 
to  do  it.  If,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  above 
extract  and  the  powerful  ones  which  result  from 
th«  pcuicy  of  foreipi  Ck)vemmeiits,  such  transfer 
become*  oadeas  or  impncticaUe,  the  interference 
of  a  Gorentment  which  would  remore  these  dif- 
ficnttifts  is  not  eoercire  on  its  own  citizens,  but 
becomes  auxiliary  to  their  irishes,and  interest.  If 
a  foreign  (SovemmeDt  allow  an  enormous  bounty 
on  a  manufacture,  the  raw  material  of  which  is 
excluded  by  law,  or  duty,  or  the  difficulties  and 
expense  of  its  transportation,  and  thus  break  down 
all  demesne  competition  in  the  supply  of  an  arti- 
ele  of  which  every  consumer  would  furnish  the 
rough  material,  it  would  not  be  an  arbitrary  mea- 
sure if  Qovemment  shottld  create  the  competition, 
transfer  the  manufactory  to  its  own  jurisdiction, 
and  thus  give  the  consomn  an  option  of  fnyiug 
for  it  witn  the  produce  he  could  easiest  raise  and 
most  conveniently  spare.  A  farmer,  in  devising 
the  means  of  clothing  his  family,  wilt  at  once  in- 
quire iDto  the  most  economical  means  of  doing  it. 
He  has  on  hand  a  surplus  of  grain,  wool,  flax.  The 
Steves  in  his  neighborhood  groan  with  imported 
goods  from  Eiufland.  But  the  merchant  cannot 
export  nain,  flax,  or  wool.  England  excludes 
them ;  she  has  enough  of  her  own ;  and  as  we 

Eurchase  our  buttons,  woollens,  and  linens,  from 
er,  there  is  no  resource  but  to  purchase  on  credit. 
If  a  manufactory  were  within  his  reach,  he  could 
exchaogethe  material  for  the  manufacture  j  this 
affords  him  the  only  means  of  exchange  or  sale. 
If  there  woe  no  manufactories,  and  Government 
would  build  them  up  by  imposing  duties  on  for- 
eign fabrics,  such  duties  would  not  be  a  tax  on  the 
farmer,  but  an  efficient  bounty,  bygiringa  value  to 
his  otherwise  useless  products.  It  will  scarcely  be 
contended  by  those  who  so  loudly  protest  against 
a  forced  transfer  of  occupations,  that  the  farmer 
may  torn  spinner,  weaver,  bleacher,  dyer,  fuller, 
Ac.  His  occapatioD  is  the  extraction  of  uie  pro- 
duce cS  the  earth,  and  he  has  a  right  to  ask  of  the 
QoTeinment  that  they  adopt  such  a  system  as 
shall  make  it  most  raluable. 

Competition  is  the  security  of  the  consumer 
against  imposition  in  what  he  buys,  and  of  a  mar- 
ket for  what  he  has  to  spare.  If  the  articles  of 
consumption  are  supplied  by  importation,  the  com- 
petition is  confinea  to  three  classes — the  foreign 
manufacturer  and  exporter  and  the  American  im- 
porter ;  theirs  is  a  struggle  for  the  sale  of  the  man- 
ufteture,  which  can  only  diminish  the  price ;  but 
as  the  provisions  and  the  raw  materials  raised  by 
the  mass  of  consomers  are  prohibited,  there  can 
be  no  competition  for  their  purchase.  But  to  the 


farmer  this  reduction  of  price  prodoeei  no  boub 
Price  is  composed  of  two  ttems-^e  nieof  ik 
thing  sold,  and  the  rate  of  the  thing  recHTtdii 
payment.  Economy  to  the  consumer  uitieloT 
rate  of  one,  the  high  of  the  other.  Theemgeti- 
tion  for  provisions  and  wool  bdn^  nowcDtndf 
domestic,  the  price  is  necessarily  hmited  toboo! 
consumption,  and  cannot  be  affected  by  thf  jmi^ 
foreign  importations,  but  only  bj  a  diminiiiiDof 
the  quantity.  If  the  price  of  the  fiotsBniisi 
broadcloth  was  reduced  to  eight  dollanintd,it 
would,  at  the  present  price  of  wbnt,  m  ibe 
farmer  sixteen  bushels  a  yard— of  wool,9it» 
pounds;  if  the  cloth  should  ritetosixteendaliKt 
yard,  wheat  would  not  rise  to  (wetboshdni 
wool  to  one  dollar  a  pound,  unless  the  dneoc 
demand  increased  in  the  same  propcTiioii:  liii 
would  be  impossible,  unless  accompsnied  «iAi 

firoportiqnate  increase  of  domestic  nuuiifuniB- 
f  all  our  supply  was  by  imports,  their  jnice  kbU 
have  no  bearing  on  the  price  of  domestieirtidc. 
which  would  not  be  recdved  in  excbangt.  On 
it  be  doubted  that  the  system  which  asm  # 
exchange  is  true  economy  1  If  our  woollns  w 
made  at  home,  the  price  of  the  fabric  irill  be^- 
emed  by  the  price  of  materials;  the  rates  art  i& 
material;  one  pays  for  the  other;  competiiifflin! 
regulate  them  a  just  standard.  The  taioati;' 
importation  becomes  a  mutual  benefit;  iiopaiB 
not  to  force  the  farmer  from  his  occanUaB,w 
to  secure  him  the  choice  of  prodncti,lir'«™( 
up  new  establishments,  to  furnish  him  via  i 
market  for  his  raw  materials,  say  of 
and  hemp.  By  abstaining  from  the  imfis^^ 
such  duties  on  the  foreign  asvroaldofnooriiw- 
kets  to  the  domestic  products  of  those  vtielK  i^ 
farmer  is,  in  effect,  forced  from  his  oerti»M, 
and  prevented  from  raising  them.  FotogitK^" 
ties  produce  the  precise  effect  which  is  »  oii^ 
dreaded  from  our  laws  j  foreign  mxmin^^ 
virtually  compel  our  farmers  to  confine  their  a'''' 
not  to  what  tney  can  produce  with  the  groiei 
ease  and  profit,  but  what  suits  their  GoTenmi* 
to  receive,  thus  effectually  preventiiig  die^ 
sumer  from  consulting  his  economy,  be  'mw' 
to  look  to  foreign  laws  to  know  whatptodKa* 
he  shall  raise  to  supply  his  family  witn  fooi 
raiment,  utensils  and  furniture.  . 

That  system  of  dealing  among  the  '"'^'^ 
the  same  commtmity  is  the  best  which  pow'f 
such  exchange  that  the  wante  of  the  one  nan^ 
svmplied  by  the  aureus  of  the  other. 
ofintereourse  with  other  nations  havek^w^ 
adoption  of  the  system  of  exchange 
selves,  and  those  nations  will  not  agree  to  is  W: 
tion  J  if,  in  consequence,  we  look  roand  thiscw; 
try,  and  find  that  the  a^^egate  means  tojlf 
the  wants  of  all  are  most  abundant  if  propcny^ 
tributed,  yet  there  is  general  distress,  be*^*^ 
surplus  of  one  article  cannot  supply  the  de«ifl<i 
of  another,it  cannot  be  an  unwiseoranopjn* 
regulation  of  Government  which  wonid  <■* 
remoTc  foreign  restraints  and  interferaice,*^} 
leave  our  citizens  in  the  uninterrupted  s*'*'^*^ 
their  pursuits  and  modes  of  employment 
not  be  sound  policy  to  suffer  them  toifina*^ 
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this  external  eoeroios,  and  inflaeneed  by  the  fear 
of  a  leatrictiTe  xystem.  adopted  by  a  palnmLl  Got- 
emment  of  our  own  cooieef  yet  submit  to  one  im- 
posed on  us  by  one  between  whom  and  this  people 
there  can  be  no  common  tie.  To  guard  the  con- 
sumer a^inst  the  maker  and  seller  of  an  article, 
competition  is  most  effectual.  If  it  be  safe  to  hare 
it  confined  to  foreign  and  mercantile,  it  ma^  be 
equally  so  to  have  it  domestic  and  maau&ctnring. 
Those  who  iN^er  the  former  will  protest  against 
protecting  duties ;  the  second  will  advocate  them ; 
and  otheis  so  apportion  them  as  to  enaUe  both  to 
come  into  the  maifat  on  eqtial  terms.  If  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  was  fn^  a  low  rate  of  dnty 
woold  mffice;  while  it  is  restricted,  thwe  must  be 
as  mneh  tax  as  will  eonnterbalance  foreign  inter- 
ference, and  afibrd  the  o]^rttuity  of  exchange. 
Whether  the  rate  of  duties,  so  low  as  to  leave  the 
supply  of  our  consumption  at  the  command  of  one 
class,  so  high  as  to  throw  it  into  the  lunds  of 
another,  or  the  medium  between  revenue  and  pro- 
hibitioQ  ascending  to  the  one  or  descending  to  the 
other  point,  as  tde  economy  and  interest  of  the 
consumer  may  require,  can  better  be  settled  by  ex- 
perience than  reasoning,  it  is  believed  that  ac- 
knowledged facts  leave  no  room  to  doubt.  The 
duty  on  coarse  cottons  being  prohibitory,  the  sup- 
ply  is  now  entirely  domestic ;  the  quality  is  better 
than  the  imported,  and  the  price  to  the  consumer 
reduced  mwe  than  forty  per  cent  The  proteeting 
dnty  is,  then,  no  tax  on  the  many— ^o  ooonty  to 
the  few.  But  the  additional  forty  per  cent.,  al- 
lowing nothing  for  the  quality,  ww  a  direct  tax 
<m  the  whole  conraiunity  for  the  benefit  of  theim- 
porter.  The  amount  of  this  tax  paid  and  bounty 
will  appear  from  a  statement  furnished  from  a  re- 
port which  dwells  much  on  this  objection  to  man- 
facturers.*  "  From  the  most  accurate  information, 
fonnded  chiefly  on  oflSeial  documents,  it  appears 
that,  irom  the  year  1800  to  the  year  1812,  both  in- 
clusive, the  duties  received  on  tne  importation  of 
the  coarse  cottons  of  India  amounted  to  more  than 
$3,036,000."  During  the  first  four  years  of  this 
period  the  duties  were  twelve  and  a  half  percent.; 
the  last  eight,  the  Mediterranean  fund  added  made 
them  fifteen,  averaging  about  seven  dollars  of  goods 
to  one  of  duty,  equal  to  -  -  -  927,53,000 
The  same  nnmber  of  yards  of  the 

smme  goods  of  American  muit^ 

faetmi*  would  cost  forty  per  cent. 

less,  equal  to       ....  11,020,800 


Leaving  the  price  of  the  domestic  at  $16,531,200 


Thus  the  imported  article  costing  $27,552,000, 
the  domestic  816,531,200,  the  difference,  011,020,- 
800,  has  been  paid  by  the  people ;  deducting  duties, 
93,936,000,  leaves  $7,084,800,  paid  br  the  consu- 
mer to  the  merchant,  more  than  would  have  pni^ 
chased  the  same  quantity  from  the  manufacturers 
— a  tax  of  $545,000  a  year.  This  presents  a  prac- 
tical Illustration  of  the  objection  now  under  con- 
sideration—the tax  on  the  many,  the  bounty  to  the 
few.   Bat  the  few  were  not  mannfactnrers ;  the 
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premium  was  not  paid  to  them.  If  stieh  htre  been 
the  salutary  effects  of  the  high  dnty  on  cottons,  it 
ought  to  be  a  most  instructive  lesson,  and  iaduoe 
us  to  extend  the  lame  protection  to  other  articles 
of  clothing. 

This  is  not  a  solitary  instance  in  the  experience 
of  the  country ;  the  same  effect  has  been  produced 
by  high  duties  on  nails,  gunpowder,  and  every  high 
taxed  article  of  manufactures;  and  it  is  beuered 
that  there  is  no  instance  of  the  increase  of  the  price 
of  any  article  the  high  duties  on  which  have  se- 
sured  our  market  to  our  own  manufacturers.  Had 
there  been  any,  it  would  probably  not  have  escaped 
the  attention  of  those  who  so  zealously  oppose 
the  increase  of  duties.  In  tracing  the  progress  ol 
mannfactares  in  otlier  countries,  it  is  universally 
true  that  the  nation  which  has  ue  materials,  and 
manufactures  for  itself,  can  ludersell  others;  and 
hence,  our  best  and  greatest  statesmen  have  laid  it 
down  as  a  maxim,  that  domestic  competition  will 
always  tend  to  the  reduction  of  the  pric&~a  max- 
im not  only  consistent  with  reason,  bat  supported 
by  fact  and  experience.  It  is  not,  therefore,  with- 
out some  surprise,  that  it  should  be  so  generally  al- 
leged, by  the  opponents  of  protecting  duties,  that 
they  are  a  tax  on  the  many  to  enrich  the  few.  It 
may  comport  with  the  theoir  of  foreign  writers  on 
political  ecoDomy,  but  the  all^ation  has  not  grown 
from  experience  here,  or  elsewhere,  but  is  contra- 
dicted by  unif<»m  and  admitted  facts.  Mani^ao- 
tures  are  not  the  work  of  yesterday  j  their  tradeney 
is  not  for  the  first  time  to  be  now  ascertained ;  en- 
o^h  has  been  seen  and  wimessed  in  the  past,  to 
afford  a  guide  for  the  future :  and  if  there  is  safety 
in  any  path,  it  is  that  which  has  been  lighted  by 
the  practice  and  experience  of  rears  in  this  coun- 
try, and  almost  centuries  in  others.  It  is  indeed, 
not  easily  coucei red  that  duties  short  of  prohibitory 
can  easily  operate  as  a  bounty  to  the  manufactu- 
rer ;  if  the  price  of  the  article  advances  with  the 
duty,  it  still  leaves  the  same  profit  to  the  importer. 
Duties  are  no  burden  to  him ;  he  obtains  a  credit 
equal  to  what  he  allows,  and  the  amount  of  the 
duty  is  an  addition  to  his  capital.  The  manufac- 
turer can  derive  no  benefit  from  a  duty,  unless  it 
checks  or  excludes  the  foreign  importation  i  while 
imported  goods  meet  him  in  the  market,  the  inrice 
is  indifferent  to  him ;  be  it  high  or  low,  it  excludes 
him  from  the  competition,  while  the  importer  can 
hare  a  nroftl.  The  duty  begins  only  to  operate  in 
fiiTor  01  the  manufacrarer  when  the  qoantity  of 
the  foreign  production  comes  to  be  dtmuished ;  if 
it  remains  the  same,  it  adds  only  to  the  amount  of 
rerenne.  The  ad  valorem  duty  of  thirtr  per  cent, 
on  paper  and  cut  glass  is  no  bounty  to  tne  owners 
of  paper  mills  and  glass  works,  while  foreiffners 
supply  us ;  if  it  excluded  paper  and  glass,  ana  the 
proprietors  exacted  from  the  consumers,  so  that  the 
market  price  of  paper  and  glass  would  advance  to 
the  same  amount,  importations  would  be  resumed 
Emd  continued  until  the  prices  were  reduced  be- 
low competition.  High  prices  would  create  and 
tempt  it ;  the  interest,  therefore,  of  manufacturers 
womd  impel  them  not  to  expose  their  establish- 
ments to  contintial  flactnatbns,  by  the  ebbs  and 
flows  of  imports.  An  absolote  prohibitioB  m^c 
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awUe  tbem  to  exact  from  the  community ;  time 
will  ascertaita  tbe  point  at  which  the  rate  of  duties 
might  amount  to  it ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  cooceive 
that  mere  rates  of  duties,  which  do  not  exceed 
those  imposed  on  articles  taxed  purely  for  rerentte, 
can  prove  dangerous  or  injurious  to  the  consumer; 
and,  with  such  duties,  no  other  mode  can  be  dis- 
cerned by  which  the  domestic  market  can  be  se- 
cured but  low  prices.  Tbe  reverse  of  the  proposi- 
tion is  undoubtedly  true;  low  duties  could  not 
take  the  market  from  domestic  goods,  unless  the 
imported  were  cheaper.  On  what  other  reason  to 
account  for  the  exclusion  of  coarse  cottons,  the 
committee  are  unatde  to  imagine.  If  the  dghty 
per  cent,  duty  was  a  boimty  to  the  manufacturei. 
It  most  be  by  adding  that  amount  to  the  price  of 
his  cloth ;  the  foreign,  if  of  the  same  quality,  would 
command  the  same  price.  Reason  and  experi- 
ence alike  asaign  the  trae  cause — the  diminution 
office.  There  may  be  a  period  between  tbe  im- 
position of  a  new  duty  and  tbe  domestic  supply  of 
our  market  that  may  t>e  one  of  high  prices;  but 
"  if  these  difficulties  can  be  overcome  by  a  present 
tax,  which  will  be  more  than  compeosated  by  the 
reduction  of  prices  hereaAer,  it  is  good  policy  and 
economy  to  impose  it."  True  l^islation  is  not 
ephemeral ;  it  looks  beyond  the  present  to  the  fu- 
ture, laying  the  foundations  of  national  policy 
commensurate  with  all  the  great  interests  of  tbe 
country ;  it  will  build  up  a  system,  not  of  tempo- 
rary, but  permanent  protection ;  it  will  not  be  re- 
tarded or  withheld,  from  a  fear  that  a  monopoly 
of  either  domestic  manufacturing  or  domestic  nav- 
igttioii  will  tax  the  many,  sive  a  bounty  to  the 
ftw,  or  raise  up  a  privil^ied  order,  dangerous  to 
the  liberties,  or  injurious  to  the  wel&re  of  the 
people. 

A  restrictive  system. 
It  is  said  that  this  country  is  about  adopting  a 
restrictive  system,  when  others  are  desirous  of 
abandoning  it,  ana  their  best  statesmen  are  con- 
vinced of  its  bad  policy.  When  terms  are  used  as 
weapons,  it  may  be  useful  to  inquire  into  their 
meaning  and  application ;  the  same  measures  may 
acquire  a  good  or  bad  character,  as  they  may  be 
called  parts  of  a  system  of  revenue  or  restriction. 
Impost,  as  a  means  of  taxing  the  consumption  of 
the  country  for  the  support  of  Qovemment,  and 
prohibition,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  and  ma- 
turing the  subjects  of  an  excise,  are  fiscal  mea- 
sures, acknowfedgedly  proper  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  nation.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  recommended  that  if  any  revenue  law  be 
passed  for  the  aid  of  our  finances,  it  be  tme  of  the 
latter  description — a  prohibition  of  foreign,  an  ex- 
cise on  domestic  spirits.  No  complaints^ave  been 
heard  against  tbe  propositioo,  and  perhaps  none 
would  be  beard  if  it  bad  embrac«i  iron,  glass, 
paper,  cottons,  or  woollens.  Though  the  direct 
tendency  would  be  to  give  the  monopoly  of  tbe 
home  market  to  the  domestic  manufacturer,  yet. 
emanating  from  the  Treasury,  the  same  fearful 
consequences  are  not  anticipated  as  if  it  could  be 
traced  to  a  difierent  Source,  and  its  leading  motive 
tbe  promotion  of  other  objects.   The  resources  of 


the  Treasury  have  failed ;  it  is  of  no  unportanee 
to  the  people  whether  there  is  a  prohibitHm  ci 
foreign,  and  an  excise  on  domestic  manufactarfs, 
for  t  he  purpose  of  filling  tbe  Treasury,  and,  by 
consequenc^  sustaining  manufactures ;  or,  for  iIk 
purpcne  of  fostering  manufactures,  and,  by  conse- 
quence, filling  the  Treasury ;  both  objects  are  ac- 
complished; which  is  direct  and  which  cause- 
quental  is  immaterial  for  any  other  purpose  than 
giving  a  name  to  the  measure — fiscal  in  tbe  one 
case,  restrictive  in  the  other.  This  ccMi^doatkm 
must  not  leave  our  minds  when  we  review  tbe  sys- 
tems of  other  Governments.  At  first  riew,  they 
seem  illiberal,  and  dictated  by  a  jealous  sfHrit  a 
rivalship  and  monopoly ;  but,  taking  Bng^land  as  an 
example,  and  asking  ourselves  by  what  other  mraai 
she  could,  from  a  small  population^  otract  as  luge 
a  revenue  as  would  keep  in  operatioa  the  imauue 
maehin«-y  of  her  mighty  empire,  we  most  adnuie 
it  as  a  masterly  efibrt  of  human  policy.  With  len 
than  double  our  number,  she  meets  aa  expendi- 
ture of  £50,000,000  by  the  receipts  of  her  treas- 
ury. Her  corn  laws,  her  revenue  and  comme^ 
cial  systems,  tend  to  tbe  same  great  object.  Thr 
former  is  the  basis  of  tbe  land  and  income  tax; 
the  latter  of  excise  and  customs.  It  is  not  so 
much  from  a  system  of  hostiliij  to  others,  bat  of 
self-defence  to  herself.  This  is  evinced  by  her 
warehousing  system,  displaying  a  liberality  worthy 
of  our  imitation.  It  is  scarcdy  credible  that  ha 
statesmen  are  willing  to  abandon  those  systems 
which  have  been  maturi^  for  ages,  for  others  ret 
unknown  and  untried.  Tne  source  of  herrereooe 
is  now  dependent,  not  on  the  fluctuatioBs  of  im- 
ports, but  tbe  income,  the  property,  as  wi^  as  the 
consumption  of  the  country ;  thoi^h  each  source 
may  be  extended  to  its  maximum,  none  can  be 
abandoned ;  and  it  may  not  be  very  nnchazitafale 
to  believe  the  conUary  opinions  which  many  have 
expressed  may  be  intended  for  exportation,  whk 
the  benefit  of  drawback  and  custom  bounty. 

The  example  of  other  nations  furnishes  no  ex- 
ceptions to  these  remarks.   The  code  of  France, 
adopted  at  a  late  date,  furnishes  no  eridmce  of  a 
disposition  to  an  abandonment  of  the  same  puliey. 
She  persists  in  tbe  discrimination  of  the  dntyoa 
produce  imported  in  French  and  foreign  ships,  and, 
in  a  spirit  of  defiance,  gives  a  bounty  on  Sooth 
American  cotton.   Spain,  at  the  mom^t  of  throw- 
ing off  a  despotic,  and  assuming  a  representative 
Qovernment,  has  passed  a  com  law,  and  [wohibit^  | 
tbe  importation  of  soap  into  her  colonies.  It 
would  be  a  severe  reflection  by  one  Congress  <m  \ 
another  to  charge  the  spirit  which  led  to  tne  adt^  I 
tion  of  these  measures  as  flowing  from  jealoosr 
and  illiberality,  and  not  a  conviction  of  national  j 
interest.   It  would  be  a  severe  and  serious  reflet-  ' 
tion  on  ourselves,  who,  in  the  navigation  acts  ct 
last  session,  extended  to  prohibition  and  non-inicr 
course  the  principle  of  what,  when  applied  to  man- 
ufactures, IS  called  the  restrictive  system,  but  tbr 
character  of  which,  in  our  opinion,  does  not  d^ 
pend  on  its  application.   Whether  these  measine 
are  considered  as  commencing  a  new,  or  only&- 
lowing  up  the  old  system  of  discrimination  adtpud 
at  an  early  period  of  our  Government,  wfaetha  re- 
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talktory,  aggieasiTe,  or  defennre,  does  not  d^eod 
on  tfae  selection  of  ol^ecto  for  its  opmticm.  The 
ahippiDg,  prodace,  or  manu&etoies  of  foreign  oa- 
tioDs  are  their  assailable  intoests.   We  choose  the 
one  which  will  best  iosareour  objects  of  coercion. 
Those  laws  embraced  all  the  objects,  yet  they 
passed  one  branch  of  Congress  with  uoanimity, 
and  the  other  wiihoot  discnssion.   It  is  thongbt 
annecessary  to  press  on  the  same  Congress  the  un- 
fairness of  opposing  or  condemning  the  sameprin- 
ciple,  merely  because  of  its  application  to  different 
national  interests.   With  France,  the  contest  was, 
whose  shipping  should  carry  to  her  our  cotton,  rice, 
and  tobacco,  and  bring  back  to  us  her  manoiac- 
tures,  wines  and  spirits ;  with  England,  who  should 
take  to  her  colonies  our  timber,  provisions,  and 
lire  stock}  and  bring  to  us  their  various  productions. 
If  the  mere  carrying  back  and  forth  was  worthy 
of  acontest  of  legislation,aDd  justified  iwohibition, 
non-importatioo,  aud  n(Hb>iBtercoaTse|  it  wai  be- 
cause it  gave  a  value  to  the  materials  for  ship 
building,  labor  in  the  constmction,  and  emidoy- 
ment  to  seamen  in  their  navintion— objects,  it  is 
admitted,  impniously  calling  Tor  a  national  move- 
ment to  coerce  thor  completion.    But,  though 
truly  national,  these  objects  embrace  but  a  si^l 
portion  of  our  population ;  extend  to  but  a  com- 
peratively  limited  extent  of  territory ;  the  ben^ts 
resulting  are  not  alike  extended  to  the  mass  of  the 
,    nation.   The  number  of  carriers,  compared  to  the 
I   consumers,  is  insignificant.   To  the  latter  it  is  in- 
finitely more  impm-tant  that  a  market  should  be 
found  for  their  provisions,  the  raw  materials  for 
manufactures.   They  cannot  feel  that  it  is  not  a 
'.  wise  politnr  in  tiiia  nation  to  induce  others  to  re- 
'  ceive  such  articles  as  it  is  the  interest  of  onn  to 
;  eziiort,  bat  only  that  our  ships  may  carry  such  as 
'  their  policy  may  admit  The  intoest  of  the  con- 
;   teat  to  a  majority  of  the  people,  if  their  i^oductioBs 
are  excluded,  at  all  events,  is  small ;  it  makes  no 
;  difference  in  the  price.  As  little  does  it  concern 
'  them  who  carries  foreign  manufactnres  to  our 
market ;  it  does  not  vary  the  demand  for  grain  or 
'  materials.   A  single  ship  may  bring  a  cargo  worth 
'  more  than  the  annual  labor  of  a  thousand  men,  yet 
not  affording  an  item  for  exchange.    To  whom 
that  ship  belongs,  is  not  the  all-important  question ; 
where  built,  or  how  navigated;  but  what  addi- 
'  tional  valne  its  contents  afford  to  the  productions 
'  of  our  soil,  the  fruits  of  our  labor.   A  few  ships 
'  -would  suffice  for  the  importation  of  the  manufac- 
'  twees  we  consume,  forming  a  small  item  in  our 
'  navigation.    The  transpOTtation  <^  our  surplus 
and  now  useless  produce  would  present  one  fax 
greater. 

The  earrjrin{[  of  alt  our  exports  and  imports 
'  would  not  furnish  a  mariiet  for  one-fourth  of  the 

materials^  or  employment  to  one-fourth  of  the  la- 
I  bor,  required  to  make  the  articles  of  our  consump- 
I  tion.  Yet  it  would  seem  that,  while  the  policy 
I  of  protecting,  and  even  ftHving,  the  one  interest 
I  has  been  coeval  with  this  Qovernment,  sanctioned 
'  by  general  acquiescence,  continued  to  the  present 

session,  and  persistance  in  it  recommended,  the 
-  same  policy,  as  applicable  to  other  greater  and 

more  general  interests,  is  reprobated  as  destructive 


to  the  prosperity  of  the  nation.  It  is  well  known 
that,  if  success  attend  our  attempts  to  effect  a  re- 
ciprocity of  duties  and  rq^tions  as  to  the  ships 
and  their  cargoes,  whethCT  of  our  own  or  other 
nations,  it  will  give  to  ours  nearly  a  monopoly  of 
transportation,  and  prevent  competition.  While 
this  reciprocity  is  remsed,  we  enforce  a  restrictive 
systfmi,  because  France  and  England  refuse  ad- 
mission to  our  shipping  on  equu  terms.  Equal 
justice  would  reqmre  that  we  apply  the  same  sys- 
tem to  their  manufactures,  while  our  provisions 
and  raw  materials  are  excluded.  The  expectation 
that  either  will  give  up  one  provision  in  their  code 
is  as  reasonable  as  that  they  would  abandon  an- 
other. If  they  would  cline  the  longest  to  any,  and 
give  it  up  the  last,  it  mi^t  be  tbeir  navigation. 
There  can  be  no  diffi»«nce  in  principle  between 
aiming  at  the  rqieal  of  their  com  laws  or  their 
navigation  acts.  We  ought  not  to  be  {prerned 
in  our  choice  by  the  particular  interest  it  might 
most  aSbct,  but  the  grutest  national  good  it  would 
produce.  In  adopting  this  as  the  crit^on,  it  may 
deserve  the  inquiry  whether,  if  the  only  great  in- 
terest, or  the  only  favored  one  of  England,  was 
manufacturing^  it  would  be  thought  unwise  or  un- 
just in  our  nauonal  councils  to  endeavor  to  baild 
ujp  our  own,  either  in  retaliation  or  self-defence. 
If  it  would,  then  strong  reasons  indeed  must  exist 
for  the  constant,  strenuous,  and  almost  unanimons 
efforts  to  rear  up  and  cherish  our  navigation.  The 
measure  so  much  complained  of  promised  no  pro- 
hibition, bounty,  or  premium ;  the  highest  rates  of 
duties  on  manufactured  goods  did  not  amount  to 
the  existing  one  on  cotton ;  articles  which  inter- 
fered with  our  most  important  manu&ctureswere 
ctessed  lower  than  ^e  most  important  items  of 
consumption,  and  merdy  for  revenue.  It  asked 
for  no  prohibition  of  intercourse  to  counteract  for- 
eign bounties,  duties,  or  restrictions ;  it  excluded 
no  article  of  produce  or  manufacture,  unless  by  its 
tendencT  to  promote  domestic  compeatioo,  which, 
by  affording  a  market  for  the  raw  material,  oiahled, 
and,  by  improving  the  quality  and  reducing  the 
price,  induced,  the  consumer  to  prefer  the  dtunestic 
to  the  foreign.  Yet  it  has  been,  is,  and  will  be, 
called  a  restrictive  measure,  illiberal  in  its  design, 
ruinous  in  its  tendency,  oppressive  in  its  operation, 
partial  and  unjust  in  its  very  nature  and  original 
conception;  as  an  attempt  to  wrest  the  soiland 
the  seas  from  those  to  wnose  use  God  had  given 
them ;  "  a  measure  which  would  doom  the  mer- 
chants to  poverty,  prohibiting  their  ordinary  and 
honorable  porsmts,  presenting  a  horrid  picture  of 
prospective  misery  y*  striking  deeply  at  the  foun- 
dations of  all  true  and  enltghtened  policy;" 
"lounging  dttqwr  into  measures  of  {ffohibition, 
restrictions  on  trade,  premiums,  bounties,  ana 
stimulants  to  rear  exclusive  interest  at  the  national 
expense ;"  "  an  undisgpiaed  effort  to  coax  or  alarm 
our  rulers  into  the  ruinous  project  of  coercing  the 
farmers,  planters,  artuians,  and  merchants;  to  make 
crutches  of  agriculture  and  commerce,  to  support 
a  body  which,  in  the  mania  of  speculation,  has 
been  dieted  and  swelled  into  an  unnatural  growth, 
too  unwieldy  for  her  limbs  to  sustain  j"  "  to  con- 
vert our  seamen  into  skulking,  profligate  smug- 
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glen,  at  an  expense  of  taxation,  national  happi- 
ness, and  l^slatire  oppression "  the  vote  of  this 
House  riewed  with  astoDishment  and  concern ; 
the  reasons  for  it,  a  repetition  of  trite  and  exploded 
doctrines;"  a  "triumph  of  passion  and  interest 
over  reason  and  justice;"  "political  quackery, 
which  proposes  to  legislate  a  nation  into  wealth 
and  prosperity "  a  call  for  a  most  onnous  tax, 
with  no  view  to  national  defence,  ^for  this  is  not 
pretaoded  by  its  candid  admireis,)  bat  merely  to 
Knne  miUioiu  of  dollua  annually  from  the 
pocfccta  of  the  agrieultnriati  and  merchants,  to 
give  as  a  bounty  to  manufacturers." 

This  is  the  character  giren  to  tbis  measure ; 
thew  are  the  motives  ascribed  for  its  jpassage,  in 
the  memorials  addressed  to  us ;  if  with  justice, 
then  there  is  much  of  our  past  and  some  of  our 
pesent  policy  to  condemn  in  relation  to  other 
subjects  and  other  interests.  Measures  purely  re- 
Btrictire,  and  strictly  prohibitory,  bare  been  prayed 
for  b^  those  who  now  so  oppose  this ;  with  what 
eonsutency  or  regard  to  general  interest,  alUce, 
opinions  may  rary.  When  the^  apply  strong  lan- 
guage, like  the  forgoing,  to  this  proposed  bill,  to 
those  who  adTocateid  ana  the  body  which  paued 
it,  th^  must  hare  foigotten  that  the  war  duties 
wen  highor  than  those  now  so  much  deprecated ; 
that  they  continued  (m  eighteen  months  after  the 
pnee,  and  did  not  produce  the  fearful,  dreadftil 
eonaeqaeiieeB  predicted  from  thii.  Thoae  duties 
being  impoeea  for  reroiae,  and  not  f(dlowed  by 
such  eifeels,  if  those  now  proposed  will  produce 
them,  it  must  follow  that,  not  the  [vorisions  or 
enactmmts  of  a  law,  but  the  motives  and  objects 
of  those  who  ta-ing  it  forward,  give  it  its  charac- 
ter and  control  its  operation  ;  toat  prohibition  and 
excise,  if  recommended  from  the  Treasury,  may 
be  salutary  ;  if  asked  for  by  farmers  and  distillers, 
minous  and  oppressire.  Had  the  French  tou' 
nage  duty,  the  non-importation  and  non-inter- 
course with  the  British  islands  and  colonies  been 
petitbned  for  by  manufacturers,  those  measures 
must  have  injured  and  destroyed ;  as  merchants 
prayed  for  them,  they  hare  ben^ted  and  sared 
commerce  Had  the  bounty  on  Brazil  cotton  fol- 
lowed the  passa^  of  the  tariff  it  would  have  been 
a  cnise}  as  it  is  consequent  on  the  oarintion 
acta,  planters  will  view  it  as  a  Uesni^.  Ought 
it  not  rather  to  be  riewed  as  a  atdemu  warning,  a 
lemm  of  instruction,  to  teach  os  that,  if  we  ex- 
pect by  our  legislation  to  change  the  policy  of 
other  nations,  it  is  safer  to  sel«t  new  points  of 
attack  than  to  persist  in  me  which  has  already 
more  seriously  endangered  our  remaining  staple 
export  than  could  hare  been  foreseen?  Is  the 
allowance  of  this  bounty  a  practical  illustration 
of  the  explosion  of  all  restrictions  on  trade,  the 
adoption  of  liberal  principles  and  free  trade? 

It  cannot  well  be  considered  as  a  pert  of  a  sys- 
tem of  restriction,  that,  in  proriding  for  the  pub- 
lic expenditure,  an  excise  on  any  articles  of  con- 
ranqption  should  be  adopted.  In  selecting  for 
taxation  ottjeett  which  will  bear  it,  they  must  be 
thoicwbicharepermaiient,notflnctuating.  Itmay 
be  nceeesary  to  create  some,  and  to  gire  stability 
tootben.  if  the  exclnriim  of  foreign  competition 


is  necessary  to  effect  this,  it  becomes  a  measm 
of  revenue  and  not  restriction— of  internal,  m 
external  policy ;  affording  no  just  groand  of  eoa- 
plaiat  to  foreigners,  as  they  hare  no  right  to  jBd|t 
of  our  domestic  legislation.  To  oar  own  citizev 
it  becomes  a  measure  of  restrictioa  or  benefit,  ic- 
cording  to  its  operation.  In  the  present  stale  oi' 
foreign  markets,  the  exclusion  of^  foreiga  s^m 
would  open  a  domeetic  maA^  for  on-  gnia. 
which  in  rain  seeks  one  ^Hnad-  It  eaaaot  be 
called  illiberal  in  us^  bat  called  ibr  byadMEfeieev 
We  may  hare  as  little  caoae  to  complnin  of  thdr 
exeloaion,  as  it  reaolts  from  a  calcnlation  d  n- 
terest;  our  exciw  on  domestic  ipirita  fceniiwa 
mere  matter  of  rerenoe^  to  saj^7  the  impM  an 
imported  B{urits.  Thus  there  may  be  matoal  jn- 
hibitions,  dictated  by  national  interests,  tai  m 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  free  tzade.  la 
apportioning  our  imposts,  for  the  united  pspOMi 
of  supplying  the  Traasury,  girinff  ■  nloe  to  ok 
productions,  and  employment  to  uie  laibor  ot  the 
nation,  it  wdl  cannot,  and  ought  not,  to  be  calM 
a  system  of  restriction,  unless,  in  its  opentioa  oi 
foreign  nations^  or  our  own  peofd^  it  extends  ht- 
yond  those  objects,  to  indindoal  or  general  o*- 
pression.  If,  in  its  details,  the  proposed  bdl  cot- 
tains  features  of  this  deacriptiini,  th^  nre  cotanlf 
olyectionable,  and  the  committee  wooU  be  naw^ 
ling  they  shonU  be  retained ;  bo^  u  they  in 
nnable  to  pereeire  them,  a«  now  thememoriil- 
ists  hare  pmnted  them  out,  but  confined  their  ob- 
jections to  gmeral  alle9[ations,we  mustbeallowd 
to  beliere  that  none  o7  its  provisions  extend  k- 
yond  the  dictates  of  sound  policy,  and  are  onde- 
serring  of  the  strong  epithets  which  have  beta  so 
liberally  aRtlied  to  uum 

DatTOir  menme. 

It  is  a  rery  common  objection  that  this  bill  will 
destroy  the  rerentie,  and  make  a  resort  to  imf. 
taxation  ineritable.  If  this  was  an  evil  whid 
would  nerer  befall  the  country  under  the  preacai 
mtem,  and  would  be  a  consequenoeof  a  newov. 
tfiere  might  be  much  weight  in  the  soncstkn. 
But  it  most  be  recollected,  that  if  wetereao: 
hitherto,  and  do  not  now,  reawt  to  direct  wmia- 
temal  taxatitm,  it  is  not  beouM  our  rertsw  u 
sufficient  to  meetonrexpenditnre ;  the  nidof  kns 
is  indispensable.  Internal  taxatioB  ta  now  nroidM 
only  by  borrowing,  not  because  our  other  mcav 
are  abundant ;  these  loans  are  not  in  mnticqiatMi 
of  the  receipt  of  taxes  already  impoaod.  or  aaerti:  ' 
temporary  until  an  efficient  systoa  ahaiU  ooaae  ia'<i 
active  operation,  but  made  on  the  general  ctcdit  a 
the  nation,  without  any  definite  and  certain  sr- 
rision  for  their  repaymrat.  If  it  can  be  caUr. 
one,  then  our  present  system  is  not  impost,  tc 
impost  and  loans ;  evay  change  in  the  tariff  If 
the  effects  be  as  they  may,  can  only  change 
proportions  of  the  two  items.  Admitting  it  not 
become  loans  and  impost  by  the  new,  it  is  not  ctf- 
tain  that  it  may  not  by  the  old.  If  it  is  not » 
wise  or  nnMund  policy  to  resort  to  the  gw  i 
credit  of  the  nation  in  time  of  profound  pean>' 
posaiUe  bad  conMqnencei  can  ioUow  the  adtf^'' 
of  the  proposed  plan.  It  is  only  the  diOertfebe- 
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tween  the  people  paying  as  they  go,  and  paying 
interest;  for  the  people  must  pay  in  uie  end.  Loans 
are  not  rerenue,  and  are  to  the  nation  what  a 
judgment  and  mortage  are  to  an  individual, 
oinding  the  person,  personal  property,  and  soil. 
If  loans  are  ever  to  oe  paid,  and  interest  is  not  to 
be  a  perpetual  tax  on  the  country,  we  have  al- 
ready as  much  debt  to  redeem  as  the  present  gen- 
eration is  able  to  ray;  the  burden  must  be  re- 
moved by  us,  or  len  as  a  legacy  to  posterity.  If 
loans  are  injudicious,  then  other  means  mnst  be 
resorted  to  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  Treas- 
ury ;  those  means  are,  an  increase  of  the  impost 
and  tonnage  datiea,  or  internal  and  direct  taxes. 
If  the  former  is  the  most  digible  mode,  then  the 
bill  of  last  session  becomes  necessary  for  revenue, 
and  is  free  from  the  ohjection  now  ureed  ;  if  it 
fails  in  this  object,  it  must  be  because  the  present 
tariff  is  as  high  as  the  country  can  bear;  ia  other 
words,  because  impost  cannot  be  made  efficient. 
If  this  is  already  so  catain  and  clear  that  it  is 
useless  to  even  try  the  experiment,  another  mode 
becomes  indispensaUe,  and  must  be  adopted  im- 
mediately.  What  is  that  other  mode?  Direct 
taxes,  excise,  &c.   It  is  conceived  hardly  neces- 
sary to  examine  into  the  expediency  or  justice  of 
assessing  on  the  real  estate  of  the  people  a  sum 
sufficioit  to  meet  the  deficit  of  the  Treasury,  as  it 
is  beliered  to  be  within  the  personal  knowledge 
of  every  member  of  this  House  that  the  formers 
and  landholders  are  unable  to  pay  a  tax  on  their 
lands.   The  depression  of  agricultural  produce, 
the  dejveciation  m  the  price  oireal  property  which 
is  unirersal,  the  state  of  the  currency,  the  want 
of  a  circulating  medium,  and  the  means  of  pro- 
curing it,  forbid  the  hope  that  this  would  be  an 
available  mode.   In  the  present  embarrassment 
which  pervades  the  whole  country,  it  would  be 
unjust  and  oppressive}  the  people  have  not  the 
means  or  the  ability;  an  attemj^t  to  coerce  them 
would  throw  the  Qovernment  mto  uonecessary 
expense,  or  enable  them  and  speculators  to  pur- 
chase the  fee  simple  of  our  soil.   In  ibis  situation 
of  the  country,  the  committee  would  express  their 
decided  opimon  that  the  imposition  of  this  tax 
would  produce  evils  of  the  most  serious  and  alarm- 
ing nature,  and  be  equally  repugnant  to  the  wishes 
ofthe  Legislature  and  the  interest  of  the  nation. 

In  lookmg  ardfiod  for  other  objects  of  direct 
taxation,  none  could  be  discovered  which  could 
materially  relieve  the  paUtc  embarrasaments. 
Bxciae  seems  to  be  the  only  expedient.  K«ise  is, 
as  well  as  impost,  a  tax  on  theconsnmptioa  ofthe 
country ;  one  operates  on  the  importol,  the  other 
on  the  domestic  article ;  the  difference  is  in  name, 
not  substance ;  it  is  in  both  a  duty  laid — an  as- 
sessment made  on  the  value,  weight,  dimensions, 
or  quantity  of  an  article  imported  from  abroad,  or 
maae  at  home.   The  term  excise  is  with  some  an 
odious  one,  implying  compulsion  to  pay  it ;  while 
impost  is  saia  to  be  a  voluntary  tax :  but  it  is 
surely  as  easv  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  domestic 
spirits,  and  taus  avoid  the  payment  of  an  excise, 
as  from  the  use  of  foreign  spirits,  and  thus  avoia 
an  impost.    Those  who  will  use  spirits  must  pay 
one  or  the  other ;  and  if  the  amount  of  the  as- 


sessment on  both  is  ihe  same,  it  makes  the  same 
addition  to  the  price,  and,  in  either  case,  operates 
with  as  much  compulsion.  An  impost  on  wool- 
I  len  or  cotton  goods  to  those  who  choose  to  wear 
them  is  an  addition  to  the  price — a  tax ;  if  they 
I  wear  them,  they  must  pay  it ;  an  excise  is  no  more 
i  compulsory,  and  ought  to  be  no  more  odious  or 
'■  unpopular.  There  is  great  magic  in  names  and 
I  words.  Finance  and  revenue  are  said  to  be  sci- 
ences ;  darkness  conceals  their  principles ;  politi- 
cal and  mental  research  is  necessary  to  understand 
them ;  there  is  this  veil  which  conceals  them  from 
common  and  simple  observation,  which  can  only 
be  raised  by  those  initiated  in  their  mysteries. 
Hence  has  arisen  the  delusion  which  presents 
commerce  as  the  principal  source  of  revenue. 
Thb  illusion  woula  be  e^tually  dissipated,  if  a 
few  iilain  practical  connderations  were  beitowed 
upon  it ;  but  it  continues,  not  because  it  is  so  dif- 
ficult, luit  so  easy  to  remove  it.  There  are  no 
truths,  either  in  science  or  common  life,  so  diffi- 
cult to  inculcate  and  enforce  observance  as  pUin 
and  simple  ones ;  wkoi  they  are  api^ied  to  the 
great  operations  of  Government  they  are  doubted, 
because  it  is  a  common  belief  that  great  machi- 
nery can  only  be  put  and  in  motion  by  great 
principles,  above  common  comprehension  *,  hence 
tbcy  are  not  examined.  From  the  want  of  this 
examination  has  arisen  the  common  accepted 
opinion  that  excise  is  an  oppressive,  impost  a  mild 
mode  of  taxation.  Had  it  changed,  and  applied 
the  word  impost  to  domestic  articles,  excise  and 
external  taxation  to  fordgo,  the  popularity  of  the 
two  modes  of  taxation  would  have  been  trans- 
posed; for  their  operation  on  the  people  is  the 
same.  A  moment^s  reflection  will  bring  about 
the  conviction,  that  a  dollar  impost,  or  a  dollar 
excise,  on  a  yard  of  cloth,  which  is  in  both  cases 
added  to  the  price,  is  of  no  further  importance  to 
the  one  who  buys  it  than  in  paying  it  in  the  one 
case  to  the  man  who  imports  it,  and  in  the  other 
to  the  man  who  makes  it  To  the  Qovernment  it 
is  the  same,  as  the  same  amount  is  received  into 
the  Treasury  j  whether  derived  from  the  one  source 
or  the  other,  it  is  alike  revenue.  This  revenue  is 
in  neither  case  paid  by  commerce  or  manufac- 
tures ;  the  tax  is  on  the  article  not  on  the  carrier 
or  the  maker.  Commerce  is  tne  means  by  which 
the  forekn  article  manufactures  the  means  by 
which  the  domestic  article  is  furnished  to  the 
consumer  or  purchaser,  who  pays  the  tax ;  when 
he  buys  the  goods,  he  pays  the  revenue.  If  the 
articles  could^not  oe  sold,  none  would  be  imported 
by  the  merchant,  or  made  by  the  manufitctorer ; 
the  Government  would  receive  no  revenue. 

Impost  being  a  tax  on  consumption  and  not  on 
commerce,  consumption  and  not  commerce  fur- 
nishes the  rerenue :  so  of  excise ;  it  is  consump- 
tion, not  manufactures.  Both  the  merchant  and 
manufacturer  make  the  tax  an  article  of  merchan- 
dise, by  adding  it  to  the  cost,  and  apportioning 
the  profit  on  their  aggregate  expenditure.  Th« 
consumer  will  purchase  from  the  one  or  the  other, 
as  he  can  best  and  easiest  pay,  or  most  profitably 
exchange.  The  present  state  ofthe  country  offers 
a  decided  preference.   The  merchant  cannot  pur- 
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chase  or  receive  ia  cxcbange  the  prorisions  or 
rmw  materials  of  the  farmer ;  their  importation  is 
prohibited  in  the  country  whence  he  imports  his 
goods.  But  the  manufacturer  wants  provisions 
for  his  laborers,  and  materials  for  his  establish- 
ment ;  he  can  purchase  or  exchange.  When  grain 
can  be  exchanged  for  spirits,  it  pays  the  tax  to  the 
Giovernment  and  the  price  to  the  distiller ;  it  is, 
therefore,  an  easier  and  cheaper  mode  of  discharging 
the  portion  of  the  burdens  of  Government,  which 
every  man  most  pay,  tbaa  by  being  compelled  to 
tarn  his  grain  into  money  at  anypricewhicha  bad 
market  would  afford.  If,  therefore,  the  operatioo  of 
the  proposed  tariff  would  be  to  nitntitate  excise  for 
impost,  as  the  priocinil  source  of  revenue,  it  would 
be  a  most  salutary  effect  to  the  mass  of  consumers, 
who  would  thus  be  enaUed  to  pay  in  kind, and  by 
exchange,  what  they  must,  by  the  other  mode, 
pay  in  money.  To  accomplish  this,  there  must 
be  subjects  for  the  operation  of  an  excise ;  while 
foreign  productions  supply  the  consumption  of  the 
country,  there  will  be  no  domestic  ones  on  which 
to  impose  an  excise;  or,  if  an  impost  should  create 
such  a  consumption  as  would  divide  the  market, 
an  excise  on  the  domestic  article  would  render  the 
impost  on  the  foreign  no  discrimination,  and  en- 
able it  to  supersede  the  domestic  in  the  market. 
The  domestic  market  must  be  secured  to  the  do- 
mestic {NToduction ;  then  it  can  pay  an  excise,  and 
ren  dor  the  revenues  of  the  Qovemment  permanent 
and  certain  as  the  consumption  of  the  country. 
A  sudden  change  in  systons  of  taxation  creates 
revulsions  injurious  to  established  interests ;  it 
Etboutd  be  so  gradual  as  to  give  time  to  the  business 
of  the  cotmtry  to  direct  its  operations  in  conform- 
ity to  the  new  measures.  This  is  best  done  by 
such  revision  of  the  tariff  as  will  make  the  most 
from  items  for  revenue,  and  to  enable  those  of 
manufacture  to  progress  to  such  a  state  as  to  meet 
the  demand.  Ii  the  proposed  tariff  has  not  this 
tendency,  it  is  not  because  the  most  assiduous  ex- 
ertions of  the  committee  have  not  been  directed  to 
those  objects. 

The  important  inquiry  now  pre^nts  itself,  will 
such  a  change  be  injurious  to  the  revenue  or  is  it 
necessary  for  its  preservation  and  increase  1 

The  official  oocumenls  before  ns  present  the 
alarming  facta,  that,  besides  the  absorption  of  the 
balance  of  the  sinking  fund,  the  deficits  of  the 
last  and  present  year  amount  to  nearly  910,000,000; 
that  the  revenue  from  the  customs  for  the  "  last 
three  years  has  rapidly  decreased,  and  those  of  the 
l»t  are  less  than  any  preceding  one  since  the 
peace."  As  the  consumption  of  the  country  is  the 
source  of  the  customs,  it  is  thus  rendered  certain 
that  it  does  not  keep  pace,  but  diminishes,  with 
the  increase  of  the  population  of  the  country ;  one 
principal  reason  must  have  occurred  to  the  per- 
sonal observation  of  every  member  of  this  House 
in  his  district — the  means  of  purchasing  imported 
articles  have  become,  and  are  becoming,  lessened. 
A  hope  is,  indeed,  left  us,  that  we  may  anticipate 
more  from  the  future  than  we^have  realized  from 
the  past  and  present ;  but  we  are  left  without  any 
certainty  of  the  means  by  which  the  future  con- 
sumption criT  the  foreign  goods  may  be  increased 


beyond  the  present,  or  any  assurance  that  it  will 
not  be  less.  In  trusting  to  estimates  and  conjec- 
tures, and  by  basing  our  legislation  on  them  as 
facts  and  certainties,  we  make  ourselves  responsi- 
ble for  their  correctness,  if  they  prove  delusive; 
and  yet  we  shall,  by  implicitly  confiding  in  tbon, 
have  persisted  in  a  system  iniurious,  and  retarded 
the  adoption  of  one  beneficial  to  the  national  rer- 
enue,  interest  and  credit.  The  responsibility  mar 
be  unpleasant,  for  we  shall  have  avoided  the  coarse 
to  which  facts,  experience,  and  perhaps  policy, 
pointed,  and  followed  that  to  which  we  haia  ben 
allured  by  expectation  and  hope.  If  the  reaoaicts 
of  the  counby,  if  the  means  of  purchaaiif  the 
materials  which  can  be  exchanged,  hare  beamt 
diminished,  it  is  not  by  any  calami^  of  a  geoenl 
nature  at  home,  or  any  unexpected  events  ^nid 
Many  think  it  has  resulted  from  trusting;  to  exia- 
nal,  and  not  to  internal  sources  of  rerenue,  from 
not  securing  our  market  to  our  own  productions: 
if  they  are  mistaken  in  the  reasons,  they  are  aoi 
ia  the  fact.  The  revenue  has  been  insufficteat 
and  is  yet  so.  Wilt  it  not  then  become  pradesc 
to  adopt  our  measures  on  the  belief  that  it  kxI 
continue  so  under  the  operation  of  existing  ms- 
sures.  and  in  the  existing  state  of  things  ?  Th«n 
is  at  feast,  safety  in  this  course ;  no  change  is  em 
conjectured  till  182S,  and  then  may  not  be  verr 
sadden,  or  to  an  amount  greater  than  will  be 
required  to  redeem  the  public  credit.  In 
$18,000,000  of  public  debt  becomes  dv^  and  it  k 
not  probable  that  the  revenues  of  the  intennediaie 
period  will  more  than  meet  the  expenditure,  t&e 
loans  of  the  last  and  present  years,  and  thai  iostal- 
ment  of  the  public  debt.  There  is  no  (bnger  thai  . 
too  much  money  will  flow  from  the  present  system 
of  revenue  to  the  Treasury ;  but  there  is  much 
danger  that  there  will  not  be  enoogh  to  meet  the 
demands.  A  prudent,  safe,  and  sound  poller 
would  then  seem  to  dictate  the  propriety  of  provii^ 
ing  for  a  contingency,  which,  if  not  certain,  is 
hisbly  probable ;  and  not  trust  implicitly  to  (xx 
which  IS  barely  possible,  and  which  most  take  ef- 
fect, or  the  whole  country  present  one  gOTeral  dif- 
tress,  heightened  bjr  the  loss  of  national  credit,  tbe 
destruction  of  public  confidence,  and  jostly  ascrih- 
able  to  our  want  of  foresight,  possibly  to  tbt  pride 
of  opinion. 

It  mav  happen  to  the  best  administered  Goren- 
ments  that  their  settled  course  of  poUey maybe 
defeated  by  unexpected,  untoward  erentx.   Osr  | 
fiscal  embarrassments  cannot  be  traced  to  such  > 
source ;  if  they  could,  then  temporaiy  expedira^ 
would  become  justifiable,  till  a  settled  order  ri 
things  were  restored.   But,  if  the  calcolaticcf 
which  have  led  ours  to  adopt  imposts  as  die  almos 
exclusive  source  of  revenue  have  been  that  a  ga- 
eral  war  in  Europe  would  secure  such  a  price  i' 
our  produce  as  to  furnish  the  means  of  an  indefioi: 
consumption  of  foreign  goods ;  if  our  reasons  fir  ' 
now  adopting  no  otner  system  arise  from  ih' 
expectation  tnat  another  great  conrnlsion  ir€  ' 
happen,  it  will  have  presented  a  bold  expeiimtf- 
which  nothing  but  success  could  jostify.  lis 
building  the  support  of  the  GoTanmeat  ntt  <n 
Uie  resources  oi  the  nation,  but  the  flneaaiing 
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policy  of  foreign  Powers,  wbteli  will  not  be  con- 
formed to  meet  the  demands  of  our  treasury,  or  the 
interest  of  this  people.  The  eiperiment  was  made 
on  a  forced  and  unnatural  state  of  things ;  settled 
order  hat  now  returned}  and  weuinst  increase  the 
preKot,  afford  new  means  for  the  consumption  of 
foreign  ^ods,  or  base  our  revenue  on  the  domestic. 
The  latter  is  no  new  or  untried  measure;  it  has 
succeeded,  by  developing  and  retaining  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  enabling  them  to  supply 
the  deficiencies  of  the  Treasury. 

A  reduction  of  the  existinj^  duties  has  been  8Ug> 
gested  as  a  mode  of  increasing  the  revenue.  It  is 
not  perceived  how  this  consequence  would  follow; 
though  the  price  of  the  articles  consumed  would 
be  lessened,  the  quantity  consumed  must  increase 
in  a  ratio  greater  than  the  priee  decreased,  or  it 
could  not  produce  a  greater  reraiae.  It  could  not 
add  to  the  means  of  the  consomer  to  purchase  the 

Jrreater  quantity ;  it  would  open  no  new  market 
or  the  exchange  of  the  products  of  his  labor  or 
noil.    And,  if  it  is  dangerous  to  now  raise  the 
dutie»  to  a  rate  preparatory  for  an  excise,  by  creat- 
ing too  sudden  a  revulsion,  it  would  be  still  more 
so  if  the  point  of  depression  should  be  made  still 
lower,  and  it  shall  hereafter  be  found  necessary  to 
resort  to  the  proposed  bill.   One  thing  most  not 
be  forgotten — admitting  that  the  increase  on  the 
tariff  will  impair  the  revenue,  it  will  only  be  iu 
consequence  of  the  substitution  of  the  domestic  for 
the  foreigo  supply  for  consumption ;  if,  from  botb 
sources,  the  aggregate  amount  of  consumption 
remains  the  same,  it  only  requires  the  substitution 
of  an  excise  to  produce  to  the  Oovemment  the 
same  revenue  with  the  same  exaction  from  the 
people.   The  only  possible  inconvenience  must 
ariae  from  the  refusal  of  the  Legislature  to  impose 
the  excise,  or  the  paople  to  pay  it.   The  objection, 
therer<v^  should  not  come  from  either  of  these 
sonrcea,  that  the  revenue  will  be  destroyed.  They 
must  make  impost  efficient,  or  try  new  sources; 
if  they  will  cling  alone  to  this,  let  them  make  the 
most  of  it ;  not,'when  its  incompetency  is  publicly 
and  officially  acknowledged,  object  to  any  altera- 
tion extending  or  reducing  it;  if  it  has  failed  in 
its  present  shape,  to  give  it  another ;  if  the  modi- 
fication the  committee  recommend  is  wrong,  to 
offer  one  which  will  be  right.   When  the  expenses 
of  a  Government  exceed  its  income,  there  is  a 
responsibility  somewhere;  expenses  must  be  re- 
duced, or  income  raised.  If  all  the  expenses  are 
necessary,  then  it  is  as  necessary  to  make  provision 
to  meet  them,  unless  the  inconvenience  to  the 
people  in  providing  the  means  to  meet  such  ex- 
penses is  gimlet  than  the  good  which  is  derived 
from  the  obiects  to  which  the  money  is  applied; 
in  that  case  they  become  secondary,  and  must  be 
dispensed  with.   If  all  our  present  expenditure  is 
required  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  nation,  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  become  secondary  objects,  unless  they 
justify  the  means  of  defraying  it,  and  must  be 
sacrificed  by  the  refusal  or  neglect  lo  do  it. 

If  the  expense  is  neither  to  be  brought  within 
the  income,  nor  the  income  raised  to  the  expense, 
it  most  be  bad  policy  in  one  aspect  or  the  other. 
16tb  GoK.  Sd  Seh^I 


If  the  retention  of  the  army,  navy,  and  civil  list  is 
connected  with  the  system  of  common  defenee^^ 
the  means  of  their  support  ts  the  essential  part  of 
the  same  system ;  tbe  friends  of  the  one  cannot  be 
the  enemies  to  the  other ;  if  the  means  are  not 
worth  providing  for,  the  establishments  are  not 
worth  their  cost.  Important  as  are  our  army, 
navy,  and  the  other  machinery  of  tbe  nation,  thoe 
is  yet  one  item  more  important,  more  to  be  cher- 
ished, as  the  great  means  of  public  defence,  the 
vital  principle  which  infuses  life  and  imparts  vigor 
to  all  others — public  credit.  Armies,  navies^  and 
civil  lists,  cannot  create  or  preserve  that ;  it  is  the 
effect  of  wise  policy,  prudent  councils,  and  sound 
legislation.  Credit  can  create  the  other  instru- 
ments for  defence ;  it  is  the  moving,  the  inspiring 
cause,  which  gives  efficient  impwse  to  national 
movements ;  the  extent  of  its  creative  preserving 
powers  is  bounded  only  by  tbe  emei^encies  of  tht 
nation,  but  it  abonld  be  guarded  with  a  watchfnl 
eye ;  our  only  resource  in  time  of  war,  it  should 
not  be  exhausted  in  time  of  peace ;  with  it,  all  the 

nt  defences  of  the  country  are  broken  down. 
1  peace  it  be  prudent  to  provide  for  war ;  if 
this  be  the  maxim  which  convinces  us  of  the  pol- 
icy of  retaining  an  army  and  building  a  navy  to 
defend  the  country,  the  same  policy  will  dictate 
the  ruinous  consequences  of  destroying  the  only 
efficient  source  of  their  support  If  our  calcula- 
tions are  founded  on  the  belief  that  war  is  a  calam- 
ity too  distant  to  be  guarded  against,  then  there 
can  exist  no  stronger  reasons  for  providing  force 
than  for  retaining  credit.  Credit  is  a  fund  aa 
which  this  nation  may  largely  draw,  but  it  is  a 
fund  not  yet  untouched ;  if  it  accepts  the  bill  now; 
drawn  upon  it  for  $7,000,000,  it  will  have  advanced 
nearly  100,000,000.  The  war  drafts  will  soon  ar- 
rive at  maturity,  and  no  provision  is  made  for  their 
redemption.  Credit  rests  on  confidence ;  it  will 
have  but  slender  support  if  we  commence  another 
war  with  this  heavy  load.  The  means  of  payment 
will  soon  be  called  for ;  the  public  lands  are  prob- 
ably pledged  already  for  their  full  value ;  and  the 
customs  are  inadequate  to  the  ordinary  expenses. 
No  permanent  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  interest ; 
no  source  to  which  we  can  look  for  the  redemption 
of  the  principal  of  thepublic  debt — these  will  besuf- 
cieot  clogs  on  loans  which  may  be  required  in  times 
ofdanger  and  trouble;  theyoughtnottobeioereased 
by  additional  ones  in  srdinary  and  ^eefbl  times. 
It  is  far  from  the  wish  of  the  committee  to  draw  a 
cloud  over  the  bright  smes  of  the  late  war ;  bnt 
it  cannot  derogate  frmn  the  flory  they  imparted 
to  the  country  to  remind  the  House  of  the  iastnw- 
tive  lessons  it  afforded.  We  commenced  it  with 
a  national  debt  of  $45,000,000;  the  country  leas 
embarrassed  than  at  present.  With  what  diffi- 
culty, at  what  sacrifices,  loans  were  obtained,  it  is 
unnecessarv  to  examine ;  to  sustain  public  credit 
unimpairecl  ceased  to  be  an  exertion ;  any  efforts 
made  were  to  prevent  its  extinction.  Tbe  known 
fruiilessness  of  the  attempt  forbade  the  Govern- 
ment to  even  ask  the  nominal  value  for  the  evi- 
;  deuces  of  public  debt;  tbe  first  great  inquiry  was, 
if  they  could  be  sold  at  all ;  the  last  at  what  de- 
preciation. Happier  results  cannot  be  expected,  if 
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with  dimmuhad  mources  mad  inore  than  doubled 
debtf  we  eoramenee  aiuMher  war  without  a  penna- 
acDt  source  of  rerenue.  Pablie  credit  does  not 
fall  ia  the  mere  ratio  of  the  increase  of  the  poblie 
debt }  its  decliQC  will  become  more  njid  as  the 
Beans  of  sastaining  it  are  neglected  or  denied ;  lend- 
ers will  look  to  the  security  for  the  punctual  pay- 
BWat  of  the  interest,  and  the  ereotual  payment  of 
the  priacipal ;  the  value  of  that  security  will  de- 
pend not  on  general,  iodefinite,  though  positive 
assurances,  but  the  permanent  effieieot  measures 
which  will  insure  the  redemption  of  our  plighted 
faith.  As  the  amouut  of  the  debt  is  io  a  greater 
or  less  proportion  to  our  efficient  resources;  as 
our  foreign  relations  may  present  a  more  or  less 
pacific  aspect  ^  as  our  domestic  policy  may  more 
or  less  tend  to  unpair  our  institutions,  to  strengthen 
or  weaken  the  common  bond  which  alone  makes 
w  mat ;  as  the  history  of  onr  past  l^idation 
riiau  give  confidence  to  the  existing,  or  jus- 
tify the  demand  for  new  pledges  for  the  future, 
so  will  the  solidity  of  this  peat  national  de- 
fence be  secured  or  mipaired.  Entertaining  these 
Tiews,  deeply  iminessed  with  their  intimate  con- 
nexion with  the  general  welfare,  it  will  not  be 
expected  that  the  committee  will  further  pursue 
the  inquiry  whether  it  is  wise  or  safe  to  supply  the 
deficit  bjr  loans;  that  they  can  hesitate  inbelier- 
iag  that  it  should  be  a  resort  ouly  after  the  faUure 
of  all  other  means ;  and  that  the  time  when  old 
sources  of  revenue  fail  is  the  proper  period  for 
laying  the  foundations  of  new.  It  can  only  be 
found  in  some  species  of  taxation ;  that  it  is  not 
in  the  present  tariff  is  admitted ;  that  it  could  not 
he  in  a  reduced  one,  is  certain ;  it  must  be  in  an 
inereued  one,  excise,  or  direct  taxes.  If  an  in- 
ereased  tariff  will  amrd  the  remedy,  it  ranores 
the  rerenue  objeetioDf  and  presoits  eoocluuve 
uwoaents  for  its  adopUoo ;  if  it  fails  of  this  dSectt 
and  excise  dull  become  indispensable,  the  measure 
»  still  necessary  to  so  far  rednee  foreign  impcHls 
as  to  give  the  market  to  the  home  products,  to 
enable  them  to  become  commensurate  with  the 
demands  of  the  country,  to  supply  its  consumption, 
and  be  thus  reared  up  as  the  effective  subjects  of 
excise,  by  a  gradual  and  not  a  sodden  and  radical 
opoation.  Viewed  thus,  it  may  be  defended  and 
justified  as  a  mere  measure  of  revenue,  and  ought 
to  lose  none  of  its  importance  or  value  because  it 
combines  the  moteetion  of  national  resources  and 
industry ;  tending  to  retain  within  this  country  its 
currency  and  prrats;  giving  to  this,  and  not  to 
another  nation,  the  bracts  of  the  circulation  of 
the  one  and  the  expenditure  of  the  other. 

Ruin  eommeree. 

When  a  measure  is  recommended  for  adoption, 
which  contains  not  onlv  general  provisions,  nit  a 
;rariety  of  details,  which  are  alleged  to  bear  with 
peculiar  and  intentional  o|(pression  upon  a  highly 
respectable  and  useful  portion  of  the  nation ;  when 
their  memorials  on  our  table  attribute  the  tendency 
and  the  design  of  that  measure  to  be  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  great  national  interest  which  affords  them 
the  means  of  employment  and  support,  it  should , 
be  deemed  ineunmnt  on  those  who  make  to  sup- 


port  these  charms.  When  it  had  eeucd  to  be  Ae 
act  w  project  u  individuals,  by  its  adoption  by  ^ 
representatives  of  the  pec^te,  it  oogbt  then  at  k« 
to  be  thought  to  have  emanated  from  a  convictin 
of  public  duty;  if  the  result  of  errors,  that  tbe; 
were  those  of  judgtnent ;  motives  and  iateatioai 
might  have  been  spared.  However  little  it  may 
have  been  deserved  by  others,  charity  shoeJd  bare 
extended  to  the  representatives  of  five  of  the  greatest 
commercial  cities  in  the  Union,  bomeoTwiom 
assisted  in  devising,  and  all  of  whcun  coaaured 
in  the  passage  of  the  measure  the  want  of  a  design 
to  destroy  the  interest  confided  to  thera.  If  ue 
motives  ascribed  are  discemiUe  in  any  featue  of 
the  bill  with  such  clearness  as  auth(»izes  the  ^ 
putation,  it  is  the  least  &.rot  that  can  Ge  pasted 
to  thoae  who  disclaim  and  do  not  fed  consdootaf 
having  indulged  a  feding  of  hostilitjr  to  aay  ta- 
teresi,  and  at  least  Mofees  the  deeivo  to  pniDoie 
the  genoai  good,  uiat  such  r*T*¥T^ilnr  icaim 
should  be  designated ;  it  may  serve  as  a  &mij 
admonition  by  which  to  aToid  fbtnre  etrois;  i 
willingness  to  retract  them  might  follow  Ikom  the 
conviction  of  their  existence,  and  repatatioa  k 
restored  by  repentance. 

The  committee  thus  publicly  declare,  that  if  m 
proposed  tariff  had,  in  their  opinion,  partaken  of 
the  character  imputed  to  it,  it  would  not  have  t^ 
ceived  their  sanction ;  this  House  certainly  ■wadi 
withhold  theirs.  Those  on  whom  these  ducfil 
evils  have  been  impending  possess  both  intell^enee 
and  industry  to  trace  their  sources  in  the  particalat 
parts  of  the  bill ;  it  ought  to  have  been  expected 
from  their  candor  that,  when  they  knew  of  tkeii 
existence  and  inevitable  oonsequenco^  wb^h  arc 
so  deeply  deidored  and  so  fedinpyporttayeJ,  th^ 
would  not  have  confined  tberaaons  to  cenccal 
remarks.  It  was  not  enough  to  coBfbm  1^ 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  revenue  would  be 
destroyed ;  how  it  would  have  been  dtme  AooM 
have  been  exj^ained.  Hi^  duties  have  beta 
tried  on  various  articles ;  th«r  {vacttcal  operadoa 
cannot  be  unknown;  the  b^efits  of  expejicnoe 
should  hare  beea  imparted  to  us.  Geoerml  ob- 
jections can  be  made  by  any  one  not  vcned 
m  the  operations  of  commerce  or  fiaaiKc;  but 
to  ascertain  whether  they  are  founded  in  liKct,and 
apply  to  a  definite  proposition,  can  best  be  de- 
cided by  the  observation  and  practical  knowledp 
of  men  whose  pursuits  lead  and  peculiarly  qoall*' 
them  to  judge  of  tbe  effects  of  l^isIacioD  on  ihK 
occupations  and  interests.  On  this  subject,  moK 
than  pn-haps  any  other,  the  fairest  opportanitT  <c 
judgmg  has  been  presented.  This  biU  is  not  ba- 
tomed  en  any  new  policy ;  the  encoangcmeni  k 
manufactures  is  no  uncommon  sul^eel  of  diae»- 
sioD.  We  have  a  ri^ht,  nay.  may  be  bound,  e 
presume  that  the  tanff  which  wonid  nutbotia 
such  strong  objections,  and  must  produce  sxh 
fearful  conseqaence8,has  been  wdl  and  thoaoogiLf 
examined ;  that  when  it  has  assumed  such  im^ 
tance  as  to  jcall  the  notice  of  conTentions  frai 
Sutes,  of  committees,  and  delegates,  selected  »r 
their  intelligence,  to  represent  the  ^eni  iniBtsts 
about  to  be  prostrated,  and  by  their  exertioes  -dif- 
fuse such  ioforatatjoa  as  may  tend  to  its 
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conseqaences  nghtiy  and  generally  anderstood,"  to. 
yrge  to  an  enlightened  Legistamre  reasons  which 
should  withdraw  their  sanctions  from  a  measure 
which  one  branch  had  adopted,  they  would  be 
drawn  from  the  bill,  apply  to  its  provisions,  and 
be  the  most  forcible  which  could  be  selected ;  it  is 
a  fitir  inference  that  those  which  hare  not  been 
deemed  important  hare  been  omitted,  and  that  the 
oMectionable  character  ia  to  be  tested  by  those 
which  have  been  pressed. 

Thoqe  which  relate  to  commerce  are  the  follow- 
ing general  ones:  "  Its  avowed  object  is  to  direct 
and  control  the  occupations  of  men,  by  granting 
special  privil^es  to  those  engaged  in  particular 
pursuits."  The  committee  are  not  aware  bv  whom 
snch  avowal  was  made;  they  have  searched  the 
bill  in  vain  for  the  evidence  of  it,  and  cannot  see 
it  in  its  provision,  still  less  do  they  recognise  the 
existence  of  the  object  in  their  own  minds. 

"  This*tariff  would  impose  on  certain  foreign 
manufactures  duties  professedly  and  effectuafiy 
prohibitory  ;  and  the  question  involved  in  its  adop- 
tion is  not  whether  the  consumer  of  those  goods 
shall  pay  a  higher  price  for  then^  bat  whether  he 
shall  be  prevented  from  purchasing  them  at  all." 
Conjecture  mnst  be  allowed  a  wide  range  before 
it  could  alight  upon  the  tariff  intended  for  this  re- 
mark. It  IS  not  the  one  which  the  committee  had 
the  honor  of  presenting  to  the  House;  that  con- 
tained no  prohibition.  The  highest  ad  valorem 
duty  was  forty  per  cent.,  and  few,  if  any,  specific 
ones  were  higher ;  that  tariff  prohibited  no  one 
from  pnrcbasmg  if  he  woald  pay  the  price.  If 
the  certain  manufactures  prohibited,  and  the  goods 
which  were  forbidden  to  be  purchased,  had  been 
particularly  designated,  it  would  have  furnished  a 
clue  for  our  researches ;  without  that  aid,  our  labors 
would  be  useless.  "A  system  of  restriction  so  un- 
equal, so  repugnant  to  all  sound  theory."  In  its 
application  to  commerce,  this  term  is  believed  to 
hare  received  no  definite  construction  by  its  com- 
mon acceptation  among  merchants;  in  extracting 
it  from  our  taws,  it  may  be  found  rather  more  ap- 
pAicatde  to  tonna^  duties,  professedly,  effectually, 
and  practically  prohibitory;  to  the  occlusion  of 
OUT  ports  to  snipping  or  produce  of  a  certain  na- 
tional or  local  description ;  to  non-importation, 
non4ntercourse,  than  to  impost  for  revenue  or  the 
protection  of  national  interests.  Until  eidier  com- 
mercid  or  legal  u^e  shall  have  emlwaced  those 
objects  in  the  definition,  we  cannot  think  that  they 
necessarily  constitute  a  restrictive  system.  The 
committee  forbear  from  noticing  another  objec- 
tion to  this  bill  in  its  bearing  on  commerce,  [draw- 
backs ;^  like  the  others  noticed,  its  want  of  appli- 
cation IS  a  sufficient  answer. 

"  We  cannot  afford  to  export  our  productions  to 
other  countries,  imleas  wewill  take  iriiat  they  give 
US  in  return." 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  the  committee 
have  an  opportonity  of  examining  one  objection 
which  may  have  some  connexion  with  the  gene- 
rat  principles  of  the  Intl.  It  is  among  its  first  ob- 
jects to  check  the  importation  of  ioreign  goods 
to  an  extent  that  wiA  give  some  protection  to 
our  prodoets.  If  the  natund  eSbet  of  this  will 


be  to  injure  our  foreign  market  more  than  to  benefit 
the  domestic,  it  becomes  a  duty  to  so  modify  and 
vary  it  as  to  impose  less  duties  on  such  foreign 
products  as  insure  a  demand  for  ours;  but  when 
this  object  can  be  accomplished  without  disturbing 
other  parts  of  the  system  of  the  bill  which  are  es- 
sential for  oiu*  national  punioses,  it  becomes  no 
less  a  duty  to  retain  those  than  to  expunge  the 
others.  No  particular  provision,  no  itenu  has  been 
designated,  except  fooa  and  materials  ior  manu* 
facturcs.  The  application  of  this  objection  that 
specified  to  the  proposed  bill  will,  we  think,  furnish 
a  satisfactory  answer.  Our  importation  of  manu- 
factures is  from  Europe  and  the  £ast  Indies.  To 
the  latter,  it  is  believed,  we  export  no  provisions. 
Their  importation  is  absolutely  prohibited  bv  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Spain ;  and  it  is  not  known 
that  any  considerable  quantity  is  required  by  other 
European  nations.  The  European  and  India  mar- 
kets, then,  cannot  be  rendered  worse  for  our  food, 
unless  there  can  be  some  measure  more  rigid  than 
exclusion.  Our  only  market  is  in  the  colonies  and 
islands  of  those  Powers,  from  which  we  import 
hut  few,  if  any,  articles  of  manufocture;  the  duties 
on  their  produce  are  necessary  for  revenue.  And 
it  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that,  though  there  is  a 
great  lalling  off  in  the  ad  valorem  duties,  the 
amount  of  revenue  from  specific  duties  has  dunin- 
ished  in  a  very  trifling  extent.  The  duties  on  co- 
lonial produce  from  the  East  and  West  Indies  are 
among  the  highest  in  our  present  tariff ;  that  they 
will  Mar  it,  is  evidenced  from  the  amount  of  their 
consumption,  and  the  almost  uniform  revenue  pro- 
duced ;  that  they  will  bear  the  proposed  addition 
cannot  well  be  doubted  ;  and,  if  necessary  for  rev- 
enue, we  cannot  suppose  that  any  class  of  the 
community,  especially  the  mercantile,  would  ob- 
ject. High  duties  on  produce  which  we  must 
consume  are  paid  by  ourselves,  and  not  by  those 
from  whom  we  purchase;  it  cannot,  therefore, 
induce  them  to  refuse  to  receive  our  produce  in 
exchange.  At  all  events,  the  objection,  if  allowed 
its  whole  force,  can  only  apply  to  the  increased 
duties  on  West  India  produce,  not  to  those  on  the 
manufactures  of  Europe  or  India.  If  the  state  of 
the  Treasury  would  justify  it,  the  committee  might 
yield  to  the  modification  without  imrairing  the 
general  system  of  the  bill.  It  would  afield  much 
gratification  if  those  who  press  the  objection  would 
at  the  same  time  express  their  willingness  to  with- 
draw it  from  those  parts  of  the  new  tariff  to  which 
the  reason  is  wholly  inapplicable.  The  commit- 
tee would,  in  such  event,  be  happy  to  meet  this 
spirit  of  concession  and  mutual  conciliation,  and 
carry  it  to  any  general  and  detailed  provision  of 
the  bill,  (although  they  mijght  well  doubt  whether 
an  objection  was  founded  in  fact  or  in  reason,  and 
that  it  might  be  contradicted  by  both,)  to  which 
any  specific  objection  has  been  made,  and  is  ap- 
plicaue  \tf  fiur  mercantile  or  legal  construction, 
provided  the  remaining  parts  mignt  be  adopted 
general  concurrence.  This  would  smooth  a  course 
of  legislation,  and  save  the  country  die  agitadtm 
which  has  been  caused  by  almost  classing  the  na- 
tion into  parties  on  this  subject  by  general  qaea- 
tiona  of  comparative  intercita,  by  exciting  feazs 
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■od  mBgDifying  dangers  which  cannot  grow  out 
of  measure  proposed  for  adoption,  if  examined, 
discussed,  and  modified  in  a  spirit  of  generous 
and  national  feeling. 

When  one  portion  of  the  nation  asks  a  great  deal 
from  its  representatires,  and  are  conyinced  that  it 
is  all  reasonable  and  required  for  the  general  wel- 
fare ;  when  one  house  of  Congress,  In  their  sound, 
and,  we  must  be  allowed  to  saV}  sober  discretion, 
and  not  from  the  "  ardor  of  the  moment,"  hare 
felt  it  a  public  dQty  to  gran^  them  a  part,  it  cer- 
tainly affords  some  presumption  in  faror  of  its 
policy.   If  another  portion  of  the  community  ob- 
jects to  the  whole,  to  any  interference  at  all, 
diey  should  give  the  best  of  reasons,  which  will 
extend  to  all ;  when  none  exist  or  are  offered  af- 
fecting parts,  that  those  parts  should  be  retained 
they  cannot  complain  who  are  allowed  the  benefit 
of  all  their  suggestions,  founded  on  intelligible 
and  tangible  grounds.   Where  the  public  opmion 
is  at  alT  divided,  each  should,  in  deference  and 
respect  to  even  the  erroneous  opinions  of  others, 
yield  a  part ;  each  acts  from  the  purest  impressions ; 
each  feels  itself  right ;  but  both  are  wrong :  if  one 
decides  on  the  principles  and  motives  of  me  other, 
and  each  is  beliered.   It  will  be  the  work  of  time 
to  bring  about  the  happy  event  when  all  will  think, 
that,  though  one  party  may  ask  too  much,  it  is 
entitled  to  somethiog ;  when  the  other  party  ob- 
jects to  all,  they  may  be  unreasonable  in  some 
things.   But  the  memorials  before  us  afibrd  at 
least  one  pleasing  indication  of  the  hope  that  this 
time  may  arrive.   One  of  them,'*  in  a  spirit  of 
candor  and  liberality  highly  worthv  of  praise  and 
imitation  in  these  times  oi  general  agitation,  ad- 
mits that  the  encouragement  of  the  "  manufacture 
of  such  articles  as  are  the  production  of  our  own 
soil,  for  the  purpose  of  turmng  our  industry  to  the 
best  account,  and  of  procurinjg  the  means  of  de- 
fence," avowing  themselves  the  "  friends  of  inter- 
nal manufactures  as  a  means  of  fostering  national 
industry,  and,  therefore,  avowing  that  they  ought 
to  be  fostered  as  far  as  they  can  be  without  injury 
to  other  branches  of  industry,  would  most  gladly 
suggest  any  thing  which  might  conduce  to  that 
end,  withont  bnng  highly  injurious  to  the  revenue, 
destructive  to  the  interests  of  commerce,  and  op- 
pressive on  the  great  body  of  the  people."  The 
committee  would  deem  it  unworthy  of  themselves 
to  withhold  their  entire  as£:ent  to  these  principles — 
to  aak  their  measures  to  be  tested  by  any  other. 
If  they  could  be  presumptuous  enough  to  ask  this 
House  to  violate  them,  the  effort  would  recoil  on 
themselves.   May  we  not.  then,  justly  expect  and 
hope  that  the  attempts  of  others  may  be  equally 
unavailing?   We  ask  not  that  they  should  react, 
only  that  they  may  not  be  operative  or  effectual. 
Applying,  then,  this  criterion  to  this  bill,  it  has 
bwn  seen  that  it  can  have  no  unfavorable  effect 
on  the  exportation  of  provisions.   Raw  materials 
are  the  remaining  item  of  objections.   The  prin- 
cipal articles  of  manufacture  on  which  the  addi- 
tional duties  were  imposed  are,  iron,  glass,  hemp 
'and  cordage,  paper,  linen,  silks,  wooUens,  cottons. 

*  Prom  Riehmood. 


The  raw  materials  of  iron  and  glass  will  not 
bear  the  expense  of  transportation ;  cotamerce  cas 
give  them  no  value  abroad.  We  have  an  infioiu 
abundance ;  it  can  only  be  made  valuable  by  man- 
ufacturing at  home;  of  hemp  and  flax  we  hare 
none  lo  export,  and  are  oUiged  to  import  to  mete 
the  limited  demand  of  our  present  maDufacUira; 
both  are  subject,  when  dressed,  to  an  almost  pm- 
hibilory  duty  in  England;  flax  £9  0«.  SdL  say 
940  per  cwt. ;  hemp  £4,  say  $18  per  c  wt ;  is  the 
stem,  undressed,  both  are  too  bulkr  forcxporb- 
tion.  Cordage  we  import ;  it  is  subjecl  ii  Esg- 
land  to  a  duty  of  $4  per  cwt.  Of  rag^  the  ttw 
material  of  paper,  we  import  large  quaaiidn,ud, 
it  is  believed  export  none,  as  the  country  docf  on 
afford  our  papermakers  a  sufficient  supply.  Rigv 
in  the  present  and  proposed  tari^  are  aatf  m 
So  far,  then,  as  applies  to  the  material,  comomt 
gains  by  the  manufacture  of  this  article.  TW 
same  remark  applies  to  raw  silk ;  we  l^ie  noec 
for  exportation ;  there  is  a  duty  on  the  importaiioa 
of  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem  in  the  present  urif , 
the  new  one  makes  it  duty  free. 

W ool  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  six-peace  stcrLcc 
per  pound  in  England,  say  twelve  cents ;  it  ex- 
cludes all  coarse  kmds.  Wool  is  probably  lesf  u 
article  of  export  now  than  of  import ;  there  t» 
supply  beyond  the  demand ;  immense  numbers  d 
sheep  have  been  killed,  because  there  was  no  Da> 
ket  for  their  fleeces.  The  new  tariff  would 
therefore,  deprive  commerce  of  this  material  Ice 
export. 

CottoTi. — Commerce  has  no  other  interest  id 
article  than  as  a  carrier ;  but,  whetiier  in  this  ca- 
pacity, or  as  the  guardian  of  agriculture  fhe  /at- 
tests against  the  increase  of  duty  on  goods,  it  soM) 
cannot  extend  to  the  coarse  fabrics  of  lodti — 
Commerce,  as  a  great  national  intert^ai,  a  tA  in- 
finite importance  as  the  means  of  encouia:g\ii$ 
the  first  of  manufactures — ship  building,  affording 
a  nursery  by  the  employment  of  sea  men,  piovidm 
for  the  naval  defence  of  the  nation,  and  for  e£- 
cient  attack.  These  furnish  strong  motives  £x 
its  encouragement;  for  protection  from  foreifo 
as  well  as  domestic  assailments.  Comment  & 
not  that  selfish,  sordid  interest,  which  locAi  oe>'r 
to  the  profit  or  the  individuals  ctmceroed  n  ^ 
pursuits,  alive  only  to  the  means  by  whi^  iSK* 
can  draw  from  the  consumer  thejpraiest  difibcon 
between  the  price  which  an  article  costs  and  tbi: 
which  can  be  received  for  it.  It  r&isieM  its  views  t: 
general  and  national  objects,  and  watches  ib  \t 
culiar  interests  only  as  component  items  in  tht 
great  work  of  public  prosperity.  lo  the  af^ca- 
tion  of  these  ot»ervations  to  the  coarse  cottons 
India,  it  will  be  at  once  evident  that  theobjctiiaB> 
in  the  various  memorials  were  not,  and  cooM  wt 
have  been,  intended  to  embrace  this  item.  (Ii 
indeed,  referred  to  in  one,  but  must  have  been  ir<u 
an  exclusive  aspect  to  revenue.)  India  cotumi  ar* 
not  made  from  American  wool,  or  paid  for  ^ 
American  produce. .  No  ships  are  built,  no  seaoz 
empltnred  lo  carry  our  productions  to  the  Brrj* 
East  Indies.  Our  exports  in  1819  were  ^.'^*> 
in  18S0,  $5,700.  The  exclusion  of  thdr  efsas 
cannot,  tiien,  afiiect  agriculture  which  laatK  ' 
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commerce  that  carries^  either  the  materials  or  other 
produce  which  pays  for  the  maDufactore ;  and  thus 
one  hnporUat  item  in  the  new  tariff  remains  clear 
of  these  otijeedons.  As  to  the  increased  duties  on 
European  cottons  of  eight  per  cent^  it  should  be 
coDsiaered  that,  since  thepresenttarin  was  adopted. 
France  by  her  new  tariff  has  imposed  a  duty  equal 
to  about  twenty  per  cent  ad  ralorem  on  cotton 
wool,  and  England  about  eight  or  ten.  The  reasons 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  of  the  strongest  kind,  which 
would  show  the  injurious  effect  of  a  corresponding 
doty  on  their  manufactures.  It  must  be  extremely 
difficult  to  prove  that  an  addition  of  thirty-three 
per  cent,  on  the  present  duty  could  fwoduce  worse 
effects  on  commerce  than  the  addition  of  one  hun- 
dred has  already  produced.  Though  till  1812  the 
permanent  duties  on  cotton  goods  were  twelre  and 
a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  since  that  time 
they  have  been  twenty-five,  this  duplication  has 
not  been  injurious  to  commerce.  It  is  a  fact, 
almost  too  familiar  to  be  stated,  that  we  have  not 
since  exported  less  cotton  than  before ;  American 
shipping  has  nol  carried  a  less  proportion ;  Bog- 
lana  has  not  purchased  less.  If  the  additional 
duty  on  cotton  goods  so  far  promotes  the  growth 
of  our  manufactures  as  materially  to  diminish  the 
foreign,  it  would  in  the  same  proportion  increase 
the  domestic  demand ;  the  only  difference  it  could 
make  to  commerce  would  be  in  the  transportation 
of  cotton  from  the  place  of  growth  to  the  nearer 
or  more  distant  place  of  manufacture;  a  differ- 
ence too  trifling  to  at  all  endanger,  or  materially 
injure,  the  commercial  interest. 

Thtreis  one  definite  andspecific  objection  which 
'  deserves  serious  consideration.  It  is  said  the  enor- 
mous tax  proposed  on  hemp  and  iron  would  strike 
a  severe  mow  at  our  freedom  and  independence ; 
"  that  the  imposition  of  new  and  heavy  burdens 
on  oar  shipping  would  tend  to  give  the  British  the 
monopoly  of  our  trade,  and  to  make  them  our  sole 
carriers."  If  this  duty  is  of  that  character,  and 
will  produce  such  effect,  it  ought  to  be  abandoned. 
The  following  calculation  vrillshow  the  operation 
of  this  tax. 

The  additional  duty  on  iron  is  ten  dollars  a 
ton ;  if  four  tons  are  required  for  every  one  hun- 
dred tons  of  shipping,  the  difference  would  be 
forty  cents  on  a  ton. 

The  additional  duty  on  hemp  is  twenty  dollars 
a  ton ;  if  four  and  a  half  tons  of  cordage  are  re- 

3uired  for  every  one  hundred  tons  of  shipping,  the 
ifference  would  be         on  a  ton. 

We  are  not  left  to  conjecture  to  know  what  has 
been  and  will  be  the  praetieai  effect  on  ship-bnild- 
ing  by  the  increase  of  duties  on  these  articles.  In 
1810  and  1811,  the  duty  on  iron  was  seventeen  and 
a  half  par  cent,  ad  valorem ;  on  hemp,  one  dollar 
per  cwt.  New  vessels  built  in  1810, 127,575  tons ; 
in  1811, 146,691.  In  1812,  the  duty  on  iron  was 
raised  to  thirty-two  and  a  half  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
and  hemp  to  two  dollars  per  cwt.  The  period  of 
the  war  can  furnish  no  criterion.  In  1815,  new 
ressels  buUt,  154,624  tons ;  in  1816, 131,667.  In 
the'last  part  of  the  last  year  iron  was  nine  dollars 
-  the  ton,  and  hemp  thirty.  In  1817,  new  vessels 
.  Vuiil,  tons ;  m  181^  82,431 ;  in  July  of  that 


year,  iron  was  raised  to  fifteen  dollars  a  ton ;  in 
1819,  new  ve^ls,  79,819  tons. 

The  (ffiginal  duties  on  iron  were  five  per  cent 
ad  valorem ;  on  hemp,  sixty  cents  per  cwt :  in  the 
increase  from  those  rates  to  thirty-two  and  a  half 
on  one,  and  two  dollars  on  the  other,  it  will  not 
be  asserted  that  there  was  a  corresponding  decrease 
in  ship  building;  and  the  above  data  conclusively 
show  that  the  proposed  rate  would  not  have  that 
effect.  So  slight  so  addition  to  the  expense  would 
not  destroy  the  competition  between  ours  and  for- 
eign shipping — it  does  not  hang  by  so  slender  a 
thread.  In  noticing  this  objection,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  full  weight  of  it  has  been  allowed 
for ;  but  the  committee  must  not  be  tmd^stood  as 
admitting  for  any  other  than  the  purpose  of  illus- 
tration that  the  increase  of  duty  would  be  a  per- 
manent increase  of  price.  The  negative  of  that 
proposition  is  proved  ny  the  history  of  all  the  items 
in  our  tariff,  when  the  domestic  has  superseded  the 
foreign  supply,  and  fair  scope  afforded  for  dome»- 
tic  competition. 

The  House  will  excuse  the  committee  in  remark- 
ing that  it  is  a  source  of  grat  felicitation  to  them 
to  find  that,  after  the  most  thorough  examination 
and  critical  review  which  has  b^  had  on  this 
bill,  and  perhaps  not  with  the  most  preconceived 
disposition  to  approve,  the  most  objectionaUe 
items,  those  which  have  alone  been  thought  de- 
serving of  specification,  should  so  little  justify  the 
severe  animadversions  which  have  been  so  liber- 
ally bestowed.  It  is  a  most  pleasing  proof  that 
where  there  is  a  disposition  there  is  also  the  pown 
of  shaping  the  legislation  of  the  country  that  the 
interest  of  one  class  can  be  essentially  pronooted 
without  injury  to  another. 

If,  in  the  various  memorialson  this  subject,  there 
should  be  found  any  thing  like  general  allegations 
of  the  ruin  of  commerce,  the  impoverishment  of 
merchants,  the  destruction  of  navigation,  and  for- 
eign monopoly,  it  must  not  be  expected  tnat  much 
time  will  be  thrown  away  in  meeting  su^estitMU 
which  can  as  easily  be  made,  and  urged  withfedr 
ing  and  eloquence  on  public  measures  which  are 
beneficial  to  commerce,  as  those  which  are  inju- 
rious. Our  own  history  teaches  us  that  the  meritsof 
a  system  cannot  be  fairly  tested  by  the  plaudits  os 
remonstrances  of  the  interest  on  which  it  appro- 
priately bears,  though  it  might  be  fairly  inferred 
that  none  could  better  judge  of  the  tendency  of  a 
measure  than  those  whom  it  most  affects ;  who, 
having  often  asked,  and  uniformly  obtained,  legis- 
lative aid,  could  duly  appreciate  its  policy ;  yet, 
when  we  refer  to  the  discriminating  duties  on  ton- 
nage, we  are  compelled  to  doubt  the  correctness  of 
the  inference.  Tnis  system  was  adopted  in  1790, 
to  aid  the  commerce  of  this  country ;  the  eonse* 
quences  are  wdl  known.  In  1802,  during  the 
tentporary  peace  in  Europe,  the  British  Govern- 
ment was  desirous  that  all  conntorailing  duties 
on  British  American  tonnage  diould  be  mutually 
abolished.  When  it  was  ascertained  that  this 
Qovernment  was  disposed  to  accede  to  the  mea- 
sure, the  table  of  this  House  was  loaded  with  re- 
monstrances against  it.  A  reference  to  the  records 
will  show  whether  the  same  fearful  and  dreadful 
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•crib  were  not  then  predicted  and  deprecated; 
"whether  the  commerce  of  the  counlry  was  not  then 
alleged  to  be  in  the  most  imminent  daneer ;  and 
the  progress  of  the  measure  eSiNtualty  defeated  by 
Ihe  strong  and  simultaneous  morements  of  the 
whole  mercantile  communitv-  The  new  tariff  did 
Bot  excite  more  alarm  and  fear ;  a  comparison  of 
the  memoriab  will  decide.  In  the  next  peace 
which  followed,  (l-^l^  oar  GoTemment  acceded 
to  ^e  principle ;  its  efiects  on  our  commerce  have 
been  most  salutary.  Now,  this  Congress,  receiv- 
ing its  impulse  from  public  policy  has  been  urged 
by  mn-cantile  memorials,  praying  for  measures  to 
ooerce  France  in  relation  to  the  trade  with  her 
•ad  England  to  her  colonies,  to  adopt  the  system 
■o  much  dreaded  in  1602,  so  ben^eial  in  1815,  so 
much  pressed  in  1618  and  1819,  and  so  unattain- 
able in  1880.  It  may  not  be  thought  disrespectful 
to  obsnve  that,  if  the  measures  of  last  session 
oonld  be  recalled,  there  would  be  some  doubt  of 
thdr  adoption  at  this ;  that  those  who  asked  for 
them  are  now  convinced  that  the  interest  most  to 
he  served  has  been  but  little,  if  any,  advanced ; 
aad  that,  if  national  feeling  did  not  forbid  the 
ntrogranon,  national  interest  would  sanction 
it 

With  such  an  example  before  us,  may  it  not, 
without  bang  illiberal,  be  prudent  to  doubt  whe- 
ther memwii^arethe  safest  guides  to  sound  policy; 
whether  those  who  should  be  best  enabled  to  judge 
ma,j  not  sometimes  be  too  much  drawn  from  rea- 
Bcuung  and  calculation,  from  experience  to  the  in- 
do^imoe  of  &ding  and  groundless  alann;  whe- 
ther the  vacallation  wlUch  we  diaenn  in  the  latro- 
apcet  may  not  be  renewed  in  the  proBpective ;  and 
whether,  like  the  repeal  of  the  discriminating  sys- 
tam  of  ttana^,  it  may  not  be  the  fiue  of  the  new 
ttrifi^  afier  bein^  decned  as  baleful  in  principle, 
and  de^ructire  m  its  practice^  to  be  yet  haileti  as 
auspicious?  To  properly estimiUe  its  bearings  on 
Mmmerce,  the  causes  of  the  rise  and  decline  of 
that  interest  must  be  traced ;  that  it  has  not  been 
bom  the  export  of  our  own  productions,  or  the 
importations  of  manufactures,  the  official  history 
of  Its  progress  conclusivelT  shows  that  it  has  not 
ebbed  and  flowed  with  the  price  or  quantity  of 
domestic  exports  or  foreign  imports.  But  the  ex- 
portation oi  foreign 'produce,  tne  carrying  trade, 
Ike  war  in  Europe,  left  us  without  competition  ; 
peace  haa  orerwhoaMd  us  with  it  While  the 
mt  eontinaed  all  nations  im^ted  by  our  com- 
merce ;  since  the  other  has  returned  they  can  pro- 
fit by  their  own.  Two  items  of  colonial  produce 
mqiured  in  their  transpcvtatton  more  tonnage  and 
aeamen  than  all  the  imported  manufactures  con- 
nmied  in  die  United  States.  Of  sugar  there  was 
exported,  in  1806,  145,630,000  pounds;  in  1807, 
143,119,000 ;  of  coffee,  in  1806,  47,000,000 ;  in 
1807,  24,122,000  pounds;  in  1819,  of  sugar,  11,- 
867,000  pounds ;  of  coffee,  8,570,000  ;  in  1820, 
sugar,  31,388,000 ;  coffee,  11,656,000.  In  1806,  of 
our  two  great  doniestic  staples  the  following  quan- 
tities were  exported :  cotton,  35,057,000  pounds ; 
flour,  156,544,000;  in  1819,  cotton,  87,996,000; 
ioQT,  lS(M)00j000;  in  1806,  aggregate  of  sugar 
aad  codEbe,  198,630,000;  cotton  and  flour,  1&,- 


301,000;  in  1819,  sugar  and  cofiee,  19,842^; 
cotton  and  flour,  237,996,000 ;  aggregate  botk 
in  1806, 384,831,000 ;  in  1819, 257^38,000-a  filt- 
iog  off  in  the  foreign  exports  of  126,993,000 ;  at 
increase  of  domestic  of  55,366.000.    The  state  of 
commerce  in  the  two  years  will  show  the  kind  of 
employment  which  is  necessary  for  its  smpan. 
It  is  not  for  the  committee  to  pursue  this  su^eet 
into  detail ;  but  it  would  have  been  reiyiostnie- 
tive  if  s(»ne  calculations  had  been  madetoafaoir 
how  &r  the  commerce  of  the  country  depaM  oa 
the  mere  importation  of  foreign  znanobinre^ 
how  many  tons  of  shipping  are  em{doni,  mi 
how  many  seamen,  in  bringing  the  whole  iqfftf 
of  cottons,  woollais,  silks,  iron,  hardware,  aam. 
glass,  paper,  honp,  and  ouier  artielea  ftf  eoanm- 
tiou,  which  are  made  from  raw  maceriala  alin 
are  or  may  be  {ffoduced  from  our  aoil ;  whaka 
the  transportation  from  one  part  of  the  oouDtif  u 
another  of  materials  to  supply  our  maao&ct£m 
and  of  manufactures  back  to  the  raiaer  of  the  na- 
teiials,  and  the  export  of  manufactures,  m^htBot 
emidoy  as  much  shipping  and  as  manr  seamea  a 
the  importation  alone  oi  fordgo  suppiy.  Eiccp 
of  cotton,  foreign  maou&ctures  afffunl  freight  ta 
in  the  return  voyage ;  requiring  none  of  our  Bll^ 
rials,  or  compelled  to  use  those  of  their  own  coat 
try,  they  afibra  no  outward  freighk    Daring  pcxr 
in  Europe  the  fate  of  our  foreign  commeRcr 
fixed.   We  have  in  vain,  and  shall  in  vmin,  oa- 
tinue  to  endeavor  to  force  for  our  shipping  cbt 
colonial  trade.   Foreun  nations  mast,  and  wUi. 
protect  their  own,  with  a  xeaoluticm  pmpDrmwd 
to  their  estimate  of  its  national  iznportaaee.  fr  b 
with  as  much  rductanee  that  diey  alaedm 
the  interest  of  their  navigation  as  we    am  la 
the  contest  it  is  believed  that  we  have  safaed 
much,  and  may  suffer  more;  and  the  uHl  su- 
guine  dare  not  even  predict  success.  Caamaa 
must,  like  other  interests^  yield  to  &ieigD  coasft- 
tition,  backed  bjr  an  unyieldiDg  policy  of  ie^idae 
tion,  which,  having  built  on  its  cmnmcrce  an  at 
mense  system  of  revmue,  is  bound  in  self-defan 
to  reciprocate  the  support  it  receives.    If  foR^ 
nations  would  permit  the  conramption  of  our  pro- 
visions and  materials,  and  the  carrying  of  Aea  is 
our,own  shipping,  it  might  a&rd  some  indkanoa 
of  the  restoration  of  our  commerce.    The  m* 
com  law  of  Spain,  the  exclusion  of  cnir  soap, 
French  bounty  on  South  American  cotton,  t^a 
emphatically  Uiat  this  is  not  die  en  of  that  ena 
of  liberal  principles  which,  becauae  it  tmr  h 
morally  right,  wul  restrae  us  a  moDOpolr  that  n 
once  rajoyed,  not  from  their  good  wil^  fant  wt 
cessities.   Now  they  will  sumutt  to  privati* 
and  positive  losses,  by  forcing  the  itupcwtuia 
of  an  article  on  which  we  now  maia^  JepMC 
and  this  not  to  counteract  a  restrictiTe  Ayaaem  « 
our  part,  but  to  continue  one  on  theixs.    If  ik 
pursuits  of  the  committee  in  private  life  havtae 
enabled  them  to  draw,  in  relation  to  cosniifg 
just  deductions  from  either  reasoning  or  fac& 
feel  confident  that  they  cannot  err  in  p^iwcjiif  or 
opinion  on  the  conduct  of  this  Govemmeni,~cs^ 
for  by  the  petitions,  and  sanctioned  by  tfae^ff"^ 
bation,  of  toe  mercaalile  community,  aad  ^siff^ 
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not  ID  the  da^ess  of  former  years,  but  in  the 
light  of  the  last. 

Oar  present  commercial  and  legislatire  coutest 
wiA  France  and  England  is  to  secure  to  our  com- 
merce the  ezportj  not  the  import  trade  of  our  coun- 
try.  Those  nations  do  not  deny  to  our  shipping 
the  exportation  of  their  manufactures,  or  prrauce, 
on  equal  terms  with  their  own.  That,  as  a  source 
of  commerce,  is  unrestrained ;  their  duties  are  not 
on  exports,  or  on  Tessels  arriving  in  ballast.  It 
would  be  a  strange  policy  to  discoorege  or  embar- 
rass the  exportation  of  surplus  productions,  and  a 
truly  unaccountaUe  contest,  if  it  was  merely  or 
mainly-  whose  narigation  should  take  them  to 
market  A  market  must  be  the  first  great  object ; 
the  mode  of  reaching  it  secondary.  Oar  object 
is  not  the  exclusion  of  French  manufactures ;  we 
impose  no  additional  duty  on  them  by  the  late 
law ;  its  c^wration  is  to  prohibit  their  introduction 
in  French  ships.  We  submit  to  the  loss  of  carry- 
ing them  in  our  own.  Bdnf^  willing  to  abandon 
this  branch  of  commerce,  it  is  deemed  condusire 
evidence  of  the  general  coniriction  tbat  its  impor- 
tance is  secondary.   The  worst  effect  of  the  new 
tariff  could  produce  no  more  fearfal  results;  for  it 
must  be  equal,  with  American  commerce,  whether 
no  manofactures  are  imported,  or  none  in  Ameri- 
can ships.   Merchants  willingly  embrace  the  lat- 
ter alternative  to  effectuate  the  greater  object,  the 
one  which  is  the  fonndation,  the  sustenance  of 
commerce— exportation,  not  importation.  In  thus 
estimating  their  relatiTe  importance,  it  is  a  great 
relief  to     furnished  with  a  practical  adinowl- 
edged  standard }  no  longer  left  to  search  fox  me 
by  eonjeetore  or  meA  reasoning.   This  enaUes 
us  to  speak  with  certainty  that  this  bill,  in  its 
worst  aspect,  bears  only  on  the  uaimportant  ope- 
rations of  commnce.   Whether  it  will  injure  it 
at  all  or  not  remains  to  be  examined.   It  must  be 
remembered  that  there  is  an  internal  as  well  as 
external  commerce :  one  we  now  and  can  forever 
monopolize;  theother  is  sabject  to  continual  com- 
petition: oneis  as  permenentasoar  QoTerament; 
the  other  as  much  swelled  to  an  unnatural  sixe  by 
war  as  it  is  emaciated  in  peace,  forever  fluctuating 
with,  foreign  policy,  which  we  cannot  control : 
one  limited  in  its  extent  bv  foreign  wants,  looking 
cmly  to  countries  whichf  narii^  perhaps  atrived 
at  their  maximum  of  popolation  and  resources, 
can  fumisb  no  new  market  or  increased  demand;* 
the  other  drawn  to  a  mighty  empire,  with  a  p(^u- 
lation  of  rarions  habits  and  pursoita,  embracing 
all  the  varieties  of  the  temperate  climates,  fitted  to 
the  supi^y  of  all  our  vrants;  fertile  in  resonrces  as 
yet  not  tried  w  developed;  in  itself  a  continent, 

*  The  tmoont  of  our  ezpofts  of  domestic  srodac* 
tions  in  1790,  before  the  Enropean  wars,  eflbros  some 
specific  and  satisftctory  rate  1^  which  to  test  the  for- 
eign demand  in  peace.   The  prospects  for  commrree, 
agrteultare,  and  revenue,  can,  by  this  compuiMMi,  be 
sajfely  estimated.   Thoie  who  are  wilting  to  tmat  mtl 
to  hope  slioald,  at  least,  be  cilled  on  to  wtixm  that  there 
are  now  mnj  markets  for  our  prodace  which  were  not 
open  le  w  in  1700,  and  that  the  demand  has  or  will 
inezasus. 


destined  to  open  new,  and  capable  of  fiimudiiiw 
boundless  employment  to  industry  and  enterprise: 
As  the  best  portion  of  foreign  commerce  has  passed 
into  other  hands;  as  it  is  now  irreclaimable,  and 
can  never  be  certain  and  uniform,  it  would  be  a 
reasonable  hope  tbat  there  would  be  a  common 
effort  to  increase  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  domes- 
tic. It  has  been  as  yet  untried.  It  is  not  prudent 
to  so  far  decide  on  the  consequences  of  the  attempt 
M  to  pronounce  it  not  deserving  the  experiment: 
If  the  same  zeal  was  displaced  in  discovering  new 
as  in  retention  of  old  subjects  of  commerce,  and 
the  effort  failed,  expoioice  wodd  guide  us  to  the 
wisest  measures.  While  there  is  a  refusal  to  aiK 
peal  to  this  unerring  standard,  and  ve  are  detov 
mined  to  trust  (mly  to  ivectmeeived  opinions,  (Ae 
result  of  habit,  and  possibly  prejudice,)  we  can 
never  avail  ourselves  of  the  example  of  others^ 
and  will  afford  none  for  ourselves.  Li  other  cotm- 
tries,  of  limited  extent,  internal  commerce  has  not 
been  deemed  unimportant ;  it  has  not  been  foond 
unproductive  of  employment,  of  wealth,  or  inju- 
rious to  national  interests.  Ours  is  a  union  of 
confed^ted  nations ;  if  the  intercourse  between 
them  b  commerce,  it  may,  from  its  great  distance 
the  variety  of  its  [voducts,  and  articles  of  ex- 
change, be  called  foreign  commerce.  The  extent  of 
water  communication  between  the  remoter  parts  is 
equal  to  the  space  which  separates  us  from  Hu- 
rope  and  the  West  ludies.  As  a  material  fot 
commerce  there  can  be  diaeeraed  no  diferenee 
between  the  sugar  of  Louisiana  and  of  Cuba;  the 
lead  (rf*  Missouri  or  of  England.  Nature  has  not 
denied  to  the  immense  region  watered  by  the  Mh- 
sissimi^  the  Ohio,  and  the  Lakes,  Uie  means  of 
ship  bailding,  or  the  supply  of  cargoes.  Man  xe> 
fuses  them  a  market,  because  he  looks  only  abroad. 
If  one  portim  of  our  country  can  famish  articles 
for  the  supply  of  another ;  if  the  vehicles  of  trans- 
portation, the  empl^rmoit  of  men,  and  the 
tance,  are  the  same,  for^gn  can  present  no  prefer- 
ence over  domestic  commerce,  as  a  national  ia- 
terest.  It  cannot  be  tbat  habit,  or  the  laws  of 
nature,  have  infused  into  commerce  such  a  spirit 
that  it  can  only  exist  by  foreign  action ;  its  sdid 
interest  is  not  m  the  ephemeral  magnitude  of  ibi 
operations,  but  their  certainty  and  uniformity.  It 
has  suffered  more  from  fluctuation  than  want  of 
employment  While  it  acts  alvoad  its  movements 
are  among  rivals  and  enemies,  not  protected  by 
the  paternal  gaardiansbip,batcheckeaandtbwart- 
ed  by  the  j^oosy  and  hostility  of  the  Govswi- 
ment  under  wboee  inflaence  it  must,  and  uainst 
whose  policy^  it  may  operate.  In  seeking  domes* 
tic  sources  tbt  coarse  u  among  frien^  divided 
only  by  mutual  interests ;  between  nations  united 
by  the  common  bond  of  feeling  and  power,  and 
under  the  protection  of  a  Government  which,  sap- 
ported  by  uie  affections,  aims,  in  return,  to  provide 
tor  the  good  of  all.  If  considerations  growing  out 
of  these  reflections  do  not  carry  conviction,  nu^ 
they  not  awaken  attentitm  and  lead  to  inquiry,  so 
far  as  to  justify  one  fair  experimmt  ?  If  it  shouU 
appear  that  a  partiid  trial  has  been  made,  and  with 
mccess;  if  there  are  any  of  our  towns  whtMe 
trade  and  tonnage  have  ranained  oninqMured  tiy 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


1616 


APPENDIX. 


1«16 


tbfl  eenermi  pressure,  where  the  growth  of  domes- 
tic £u  exceeded  the  decline  of  fmiga  commerce, 
it  cannot  be  uniiutractiTe  to  search  for  the  causes, 
or  unwise  to  profit  hy  the  example. 

'  As  the  importatioQ  of  foreign  manufactures 
might  become  lessened,  it  caoaot  be  doubted  that 
the  increased  intanal  commuaication  would  bal- 
ance tht  loss  to  commerce;  it  would  be  more  in 
raw  materials,  which  are  not  now  exported,  and. 
beiofi;  more  bulky  than  the  manubcture,  woula 
require  more  tonnage  in  their  transportation. 
Woen  the  ralue  and  weight  of  the  manufactures 
we  import  from  Europe  and  the  East  Indies  are 
compared  with  our  articles  of  export,  it  will  be 
apparent  that  a  small  amount  of  tonnage  is  re- 
quired for.  the  carrying  of  goods  in  a  finished 
state;  and  that  there  most  be  mwe  domestic  c<»n- 
merce  in  collecting  the  materials  and  distributing, 
than  there  is  now  of  foreign  in  merely  importing 
the  manufacture. 

It  is  not  bdicTed  to  be  a  rate  growing  out  of 
the  course  of  trade,  or  inferrible  from  experience, 
that  the  foreign  demand  for  any  of  our  products 
depends  on  what  we  receive  in  return.  Such  a 
rule  would  necessarily  limit  commerce  to  exchange, 
and  none  would  be  carried  on  where  there  was 
only  the  payment  of  money  by  one  party,  the 
purchase  of  goods  by  the  other;  there  could  be  no 
Dalances  of  trade.  There  is  no  friendship  in 
tnule;  demand  is  limited  by  wants  and  the  means 
of  payment;  exchange  is  the  most  desired;  but 
when  that  faib  money  and  credit  will  be  given. 
The  official  statements  of  our  commerce  with  the 
East  Indies  and  other  eoontries  abnndantlr  prove 
that  we  do  not  refuse  to  purchase  muufactures 
from  those  who  will  not  [Kirchase  our  articles. 
Though  our  means  of  importing  from  England 
are  diminished  in  consequence  of  her  corn  laws, 
duties,  and  prohibitions,  there  does  not  seem  to  be 
the  less  inclination  to  purchase  her  manufactures. 
ThcHigh  we  are  her  b^st  customers,  no  part  of  her 
system  is  rdaxed  in  our  favor.  She  taxes  from  us 
only  what  is  for  her  interest,  and  necessary  for  her 
wants.  France  does  not  exclude  our  cotton,  or 
we  her  manufactures.  Intercourse  among  nations 
must  be  reg;ulated  by  interest,  not  feeling ;  those 
we  deal  with  take  from  us  what  they  want, 
while  we  supply  them  on  the  best  terms ;  their 
laws  do  not  oeod  because  we  receive  payment  in 
their  products.  We  do  not  deal  only  with  those 
.who  buy  from  us,  not  is  that  a  rule  by  which  we 
apportion  duties  on  imports.  The  duties  on  Ma- 
^ra  wine,  and  silks  from  China,  strikingly  illus- 
trate this  principle.  The  official  tables,  the  his- 
tory of  our  commerce,  and  all  its  experience,  con- 
cur in  the  proof  that  the  refusal  by  one  nation  to 
receive  what  it  does  not  want  will  not  prevent 
.another  from  furnishing  what  it  does,  while  it 
possesses  means.  It  must,  therefore,  be  made  ap- 
parent, that  our  refusal  to  import  will  deprive  the 
two  nation^  with  whom  we  principally  deal,  of 
the  means  oi  purchasing  from  us ;  that  it  must  not 
only  turn  the  balance  of  trade  with  England  in 
our  favor,  but  to  such  an  extent  that  she  could  not 
it,  before  the  objection  can  have  any  weight 
If  this  would  be  the  effect  of  the  new  tari$  it 


might  not  be  a  ren  effectual  mode  <^  ddeaiiag  it 
urging  such  objections  on  tlm  LejpdatBie. 
The  usage  of  all  trade  proves  that  what  is  waaied 
will  be  bought  while  it  can  be  procured  bye^ 
change,  money,  or  credit ;  the  selln-  will  not  jt 
ceive  what  he  cannot  use  or  sell ;  the  buyer,  m 
such  cas^  and  not  the  seller,  must  sulnut  to  tenni 
He  cannot  force  bis  produce  into  market  aguM 
the  laws  of  the  place  or  the  interest  of  the  xUa. 

It  has  been  tnought  the  fairest  mode  to  meei 
these  objections  to  the  full  extent  to  whieli  tiey 
have  been  urged,  and  not  limit  our  views  to 
their  application  to  the  bill  the  comtDittee  han 
felt  it  their  duty  to  report.   Its  proTisions  do  in 
tend  to  destroy  the  importation  of  all  msLu^ 
tures;  it  only  progresses  towards  a  system  vIjc^ 
if  judicious  and  healthful  to  the  oonntry.enie 
buUt  upon,  and  made  the  foundation  of  oiW;  it 
Is  not  that  rapid  stride  which  can  sfaalte  Uf  b- 
terest  to  its  destruction^  if  it  is  wron^,  it  -wC 
cause  no  sudden  convulsion  in  retracing  tu  mm 
It  falls  as  far  short  of  the  expectation  of  one  pa.': 
of  the  country,  as  it  exceeds  the  wishes  of  anotha; 
it  is  the  duty  of  both  to  yield  a  part,  and  brcoiaB 
ours  to  listen  to  both.    The  committee  are  xwa 
that  the  »ibject  submitted  to  them  has  extivei 
much  sensibility ;  that  their  views  have  been^  ai 
will  be,  misunderstood,  is  to  be  expected;  nha 
their  acts  excite,  professions  will  not  allaj  offcst- 
tion  and  alarm ;  it  would  have  better  sailed  tbs 
feelings  had  it  been  referred  to  thena  in  texms  ts 
less  censure  and  reproach,  but  it  cannot  afieet  thai 
consciousness  of  having  faithfully  discha^d  a 
public  duty ;  can  never  prevent  them  from  m- 
parting  to  one  great  nationl  interest  soeb  depre 
of  protection  as  comports  with  the  ^neal  wet- 
fare ;  and  will  never  lead  them  to  devus  iajnrf  to 
another  which  is  intimately  connected  mih  "ib/t 
wealth  and  glory  of  our  common  country.  ^« 
will  not  stop  here,  and  content  ourselTcs  with  ite 
mere  disclaiming  hostility  to  commerce.  If 
understand  what  it  is,  if  we  are  not  radically  ia»- 
taken  in  ascribing  its  former  [Kosperity  to  ex[tf- 
tation,  and  its  present  depression  to  the  want  ci  c. 
there  cannot  be  an  interest  which  more  i(Dpa> 
ously  calls  for  legislation  and  national  sapprt 
Such  an  interest  is  not  local,  or  confined  to 
engaged  in  its  pursuits;  it  pervades  the 
country,  and  reaches  every  occupation ;  it  carr^ 
our  produce  and  manufactures  to  every  access^ 
market  j  it  creates  and  secures  employment  foe  al: 
our  industry,  and,  in  the  imnirt  and  expon  c 
foreign  articles,  earns  the  freight  of  our  shippicj 
the  wages  of  our  seamen,  ana  acquires  a  iniofits 
the  employer^  which  is  drawn  from  others  lo  a. 
If  this  IS  foreign  commerce,  it  is  no  less  a  favoni! 
with  us  than  manufactures ;  if  they  can  be  stpm- 
ted,  we  will  not  say  it  may  not  be  more  so— 
extent  of  the  market  it  would  furnish  m^ht  k 
the  criterion.   If  our  existing  laws  impise  a^' 
restrictions  on  it,  none  would  more  willmgly  u 
in  their  removal ;  it  should  be  as  free  as  air,  u 
not  be  burdened  even  for  revenue.  If  it  has  paw 
or  is  passing,  into  the  hands  of  foreignen,  ^ 
would  be  happy  to  have  within  oor  cogntf-t' 
the  means  of  averting  the  evil}  cqnally  lua^ 
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rising  the  best  mode  of  CDlarging  ud  exteoding 
the  sphere  of  its  operations,  under  the  control  uf 
our  own  citizens. 

Destroy  offricuUvre. 
There  can  be  no  measure  of  sound  policy  which 
impairs  the  interests  or  checks  ihe pursuits  of  agri- 
euUure}  the  committee,  therefore,  do  not  inquire 
into  the  expediency  or  justice  of  sacriSctog  ^i- 
cohure  to  manufactures ;  they  will  confine  tfaem- 
selyes  to  the  question,  whether  this  bill,  or  the  sys- 
tem for  which  it  lays  the  foundation,  tends  to  aid 
the  latter  at  the  expense  of  the  former.  Agreeing 
in  this  principle  with  its  opponents,  the  solution 
of  the  question  depends  more  on  fact  than  rea- 
soning. 

It  contains  no  direct  tax,  duty,  or  assessment  on 
the  products  or  occupations  of  agricnlture ;  it 
toaches  nothlDg  of  domestic  origin ;  to  this  there 
must  be  general  assent  If  it  imposes  a  duty  on 
articles  other  than  maDofactores,  it  is  solely  for 
revenue,  which  all  admit  is  wanted,  and  wnich 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  say  is  raised  by  impost 
from  the  farmer  with  less  inconvenience  than  any 
other  mode.  If  the  additional  revenue  thus  raised, 
to  supply  a  deficit  occasioned  by  its  decrease  on 
articles  of  manufacture,  does  not  increase  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  revenue,  then  are  no  new  bur- 
dens imposed  on  the  community ;  it  is  only  a  new 
apportionment,  which  becomes  more  or  less  griev- 
ous as  articles  of  manufactures  are  more  or  less, 
in  comparison  with  others,  necessaries  of  life.  He 
who  consumes  imported  articles  pays  a  tax  j  there 
is  none  on  domesuc  :  if,  by  its  substitution  tor  for- 
eign, there  is  a  loss  of  revenue,  which  is  added  to 
the  duty  on  some  other,  it  is  a  gain  or  a  loss,  as  he 
cunsames  the  one  or  the  other  article.  The  poor 
farmeri  who  has  substituted  rye  for  coffee,  would 
be  a  gainer  by  an  increased  lax  on  that,  and  a  re- 
duced one  on  iron  and  clothing ;  to  the  one  who 
preferred  coffee,  the  amount  of  tax  would  be  the 
same.   Admitting  that,  by  the  mass  of  the  nation, 
tfae  consumption  of  coffee  would  be  the  same  with 
a  higher  as  the  lower  dutv.  and  the  reduced  price 
on  iron  and  clothing  enaote  them,  with  the  same 
means,  to  pay  the  advanced  price  on  this,  then,  in 
a  national  point  of  view,  the  only  question  would 
be,  whether  it  bears  hardest  on  those  best  or  least 
able  to  bear  it.   This  would  depend  on  a  compar- 
isoQ  of  the  articles  affected — which  were  neces- 
saries and  which  luxuries.   In  classine  them  gen- 
erally, they  are  dye-woods,  dye-stufisjcfruga,  cloth- 
ing, furniture,  utensils  and  iostraments  ofoceupa- 
tioD,  on  the  one  hand ;  groceries  cm  the  other.  In 
applying  this  discrimination  to  the  two  classes, 
aod  the  Items  of  each,  it  will  not  be  found  that 
the  rates  of  duty  are  peculiarly  onerous  to  the  poor 
or  the  cultivator  of  the  soil.   Where  it  may  be 
though  to  exist,  allowance  must  be  made  for  the 
small  bulk  or  weight  when  compared  with  the 
value  of  the  article  as  a  temptation  to  smuggling. 
Cc  is  conceived,  therefrae,  that  the  relative  rates  of 
duties  afford  no  color  ff»  the  intpatation  of  hos- 
ility  to  agriculture. 

But  the  great  objection  to  the  hill — the  one 
rhich  ia  ptweA  in  al|  the  memOTials  as  the  foon- 


dation  of  all  the  opposition — is,  that  the  increase 
of  the  duty  is,  of  course,  an  increase  of  the  pnce 
to  the  eonsamer.  This  is  admitted  to  be  true  as 
to  those  articles  the  sole  supply  of  which  ' is  by 
importation,  but  no  further.  Even  here  the  in- 
creased price  accrues  to  the  public  Treasury;  it 
cannot  go  to  the  manufacturer  till  he  brings  his 
products  to  market  and  sale.  Before  he  can  jirofit 
ny  the  rise,  he  must  check  the  foreign  competition 
by  acquirioff  a  part  of  the  supply  or  custom.  He 
cannot  do  this  by  exacting  a  higher  price,  unless 
the  quality  of  his  goods  is  proportionatelv  better  j 
he  must  sell  as  cheap,  and  furnish  articles  of  as 
good  a  quality,  or  he  cannot  begin  his  operations ; 
they  can  be  continued  by  no  other  means.  If  he 
puts  down  foreign  competition,  and  monopolizes 
the  market,  it  must  be  by  making  better  or  selling 
cheaper,  and  by  such  an  amount  as  will  equal  the 
freigntand  importer's  profit;  for  importations  will 
continue  while  the  article  will  yield  either.  If 
the  market  should  be  divided  between  the  fineiga 
and  domestic  supply,  it  wonld  keep  both  at  the 
same  price,  and,  while  this  continued,  operate  as 
a  tax  to  the  consumer ;  it  would  be  temporary  or 
not,  as  the  country  wonld  afford  the  means  of  fur- 
nishing a  sufficient  amount  for  the  demand:  if  it 
would,  and  the  price  afford  a  profit  to  the  maker, 
the  competition  must  cease,  by  reducing  it  so  as 
to  exclude  the  foreign;  if  the  country  could  not 
produce  enough,  the  policy  of  imposing  more  than 
a  revenue  duty  might  well  be  questioned.  But 
true  "  economy  to  the  consumer"  would  be  a  per- 
manent reduction  by  a  mere  temporary  increase  of 
the  price.  There  can,  then,  be  but  one  class  of 
manufoctures  a  high  duty  on  which  can  tend  to 
the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer  at  the  expmse  of 
the  consumeF--thoae  of  which  a  competent  8Q|h- 
ply  cannot  be  furnished  from  our  own  resources. 
If  such  are  discernible  in  the  proposed  measure, 
it  ought  not  to  be  an  object  to  retain  them  for  the 
mere  emoiament  of  the  manufacturer.  The  great 
articles  of  consumption  are  such  as  can  be  sup- 
plied from  our  own  soil,  and  by  tfae  em^oyment 
of  our  own  labor  and  machinery.  It  is  a  fact, 
which  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  which  has 
been  verified  by  every  experiment,  confirmed  on 
every  trial,  that,  when  the  domestic  market  has 
been  secured  to  the  domestic  manufacturer,  do- 
mestic competition  has  reduced  the  price  to  the 
consumer.  Every  family  in  the  country  which 
consumes  coarse  cotton  goods  is  now  deriving  a 
direct  and  positive  advantage  from  the  highest 
duty  on  any  manufhetored  article  in  the  preset 
tariff;  it  is  of  a  better  qualitr  and  at  a  cneaper 
rate  than  the  artick  was  before  imported.  No 
theory,  no  argument,  can  reason  away  this  fact; 
it  carries  conviction  to  the  understanding  j  the 
price,  the  quality,  i^  practical  ecoDmn/)  political 
as  well  as  personal ;  a  saving  to  the  nation  and  the 
individual.  It  is  not  a  solitary  item  in  our  expe- 
rience; nails,  gunpowder,  umbrellas,  cotton  and 
wool  cards,  present  the  same  results.  The  pur- 
chaser finds  these  articles  at  a  reduced  price,  with- 
out asking  the  cause.  He  may  be  an  active,  a  con- 
scientious opponent  to  the  enc(M]ragement  of  dt>- 
mestic  manufactares ;  may  have  beard  the  charge 
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of  there  being  a  "  tax  od  tbe  many,  a  boimtjr  to 
the  few,"  repeated  so  often,  that  it  becomes  im- 

E rested  on  his  belief,  whil^  at  tbe  same  moment, 
e  is  deriving  a  pecuniary  gain  from  their  success, 
after  they  have  attained  the  height  of  their  efforts, 
the  command  of  the  consumption.  Thousands 
are  reaping  tbe  pro&ia  of  a  competition  among 
manufacturers  to  acquire  employment  by  a  cheap 
and  good  supi^y,  while  they  are  laboring  mm 
the  imputation  of  conspiruig  to  oppreuj  as  to 
manr  items,  of  which  tney  cannot  turaiih  a  full 
anpply,  they  are  enabled  to  check  foreign  ezactum, 
aod,  without  duly  appreciating  it,  the  conntry  is 
deriring  great  benefit  from  their  enterprise. 

There  would  seem  to  be  no  reascms  for  appre- 
hending different  results  from  the  farther  extension 
of  tbe  same  principles  which  hare  hitherto  pro- 
duced these  general  effects ;  if  there  are  tbe  same 
materials  and  skill  which  can  be  applied  to  tbe 
finer  fabrics,  there  can  be  no  more  danger  in  their 
exclusion  than  the  coarse.  Cotton,  as  an  item  of 
clothing,  is  as  much  a  necessary  of  life,  and  gun- 
powder of  defence,  as  any  otha-;  daUy  and  j^^t- 
able  experience  teaches  us  that  we  are  secured 
from  imposition  by  leaving  the  supply  of  these 
articles  m  the  hands  of  our  coun^men;  there 
may  be  as  much  safety  in  giving  them  that  of 
-woollens  and  ixoo. 

The  experiment  has  never  yet  failed,  and  those 
who  wish  It  tried  on  newo^eeta  bdieve  it  never  will. 
Those  who  doubt  or  fear  its  success  diould  at  least 
be  willing  that  new  subjects  should  be  brmight 
to  the  test  of  the  [wineipfe.  Without  some  act  of 
l^sbtion  the  country  must  be  forever  divided 
in  opinion,  and  her  eoancils  agitated  by  petitions 
praying  for,  and  remonstrances  protesting  against, 
a  measure.  If  it  was  the  introduction  of  a  new 
feature  into  our  code,  it  might  well  be  left  to  the 
deductions  of  reasoning ;  being  but  the  application 
of  an  old  and  original  one,  coeval  with  our  first  act 
of  fiscal  legislation,  the  lights  of  experience  come 
fairly  to  its  aid.  When  Tacts  are  admitted,  and 
reasons  may  exist  in  favor  of  a  proposition,  the 
opposition  to  it  ought  not  to  rest  on  reuoning  and 
assertion  only;  some  me  fact  or  instance  should 
be  required  to  do  away  the  conviction  which  has 
been  caused  by  many.  Admitting  that,  on  this 
great  miestioa  of  the  aicooragement  of  manu&c- 
twesj  the  argmnents  tending  to  prove  that  there 
will  Iw  a  consequent  reduction  of  price  are  bal- 
anced Inr  those  which  are  offered  to  show  that 
they  will  be  increase^  and  the  mind  thus  left  in 
doubt,  and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any  further 
admission  can  be  made ;  admitting  that  a  uniform 
series  of  experiments  had  been  successfully  tried 
for  thuty  years,  and  all  resulted  in  the  decrease  of 
the  price  of  tbe  article,  protected  by  an  increased 
or  high  duty,  it  would  be  strange  to  contend  that 
this  should  not  turn  tbe  scale.  In  the  numerous 
memorials  on  this  subject,  our  researches  have  not 
enabled  ns  to  discover  one  case  mentitmed  which 
has  sui^rted  Uw  objection ;  we  have  been  fur- 
nished with  none  from  any  other  sooree  of  inform 
nation,  and  must,  therefore,  believe  there  is  none. 
On  other  subjects,  it  is  ranseded  that  nperience 
afibrds  the  safest  guides ;  no  good  reason  appean 


why  we  should  exclude  it  from  the  ioYesitgitta 
of  this :  when  it  shall  sanction  this  objecboa.  i& 
full  weight  ought  to  beallowed ;  antil  thisisgim 
to  it,  while  it  contradicts  it,  we  cannot  yield  tok^ 
force.  It  may  not  be  considered  unfair  to  makei 
reciprocal  application  of  this  rule :  if  the  oaifm 
consequence  of  giving  the  domestic  mana&ctnni 
the  command  ofour  market,  by  the  impoatios  of 
high  duties  on  fordgn  products,  had  ben  to  ia- 
crease  the  price  to  the  consumer,  and  he,  ^nwn 
rich  by  a  tax  on  the  country,  would  be  ihsMbi  ic 
presrat  himself  before  Congress  with  poeitauf 
to  famish  him  with  the  means  of  ineieHi|ihe 
tax,  under  the  name  of  protection  to  him,  itnM 
be  a  ccmdnsive  answer— en>erieoce  is  agabst  jot. 
May  not  the  same  answ»  be  giren  to  this  (Mer 
tiou  ?  It  is  supported  by  nothing  bat  itself  Ua- 
erto,  the  profit  of  the  manuiactarer  has  ba  i 
saving  to  the  nation ;  no  reasons  have  been  nw 
why  it  may  not  be  so  for  the  future ;  it  is  tar 
enough  to  give  way  to  the  objection  when  \im 
shall  be  the  same  weight  of  facts  to  sapport  ik. 
there  exist  to  remove  it.  Let  the  cu|Mdity  ofutt- 
ufacturers  be  what  it  may,  it  can  never  be  gntiiM 
when  there  is  no  prohibition;  foreign  sapfut 
must  be  an  effectoal  secarity  to  the  coDsaDer. : 
domestic  competition  is  not ;  it  has  never  fr3a 
for  when  a  people,  so  eagle-eyed  aa  ooi^  an  i 
liberty  to  select  the  occnpation  of  their  labor, 
it^,  and  skill,  discern  that  intHdinate  or  naan 
ivofits  accrue  to  an^  particular  muia&etaie  ik 
same  self-interest  which  looks  to  its  own  gnoEcs- 
tion  will  direct  their  a^ication  to  tlie 
ject,  and  thus  reduce  the  profits  to  whafissics- 
sonable  compensation.  The  danger  tji  fnkSiium 
is  thus  averted.  If  there  is  reasonable  gnasif  le 
amffehend  that  this  competition  may  sol  beaa 
efieetual  check,  prohibition  may  be  avc»M.n- 
less  reijutrcd  as  the  foundation  of  an  excise.  "Vha 
the  object  is  merely  protection,  a  hi^  dBty  v- 
sufiioe ;  the  increase  of  price  can  never  be 
the  duty ;  according  to  its  rate,  it  might  xjfur 
an  excise  on  the  article  protected.  It  is  coa^bK 
ly  thought  that,  even  allowing  to  Uiis  ol^ertkc 
its  possible  application,  the  proposed  additioa  t 
duties  does  not  throw  the  consnoaer  ialo  ^Ff^ 
of  the  mannfacturer.  Very  &x  shcMt  of  bruk- 
tion,  the  bill  does  not  come  in  the  way  oiai  v- 
gument  which  woold  appear  to  apply,  if  it  a3.> 
a  system  not  to  be  fonnd  in  nny  du^  frcfsm 
Then  must  have  been  some  misatardkeasKn  a 
this  subject ;  the  measure  so  much  d^raeatfc 
one  which  it  is  said  will  destroy  alike  nrtast 
commerce,  agricultural  and  mechanical  iabcr 
the  objection  cannot  be  good  as  to  all,  and,  ia 
at  least,  must  defeat  itsdf.  The  avenge  mm 
the  ad  valorem  duties  are  about  twrat^-eigh:  p 
cent.;  now,  if  this  destroys  commerce,  by  v-.r 
drawing  materials  for  eatiTiag,  and  revenae. : 
stopping  importations,  theevil  must  stop  bertt 
cannot  reach  the  farmer.  If  the  price  rises  ia  r 
portion  to  tbe  duty,  die  mmhant  can  still  «v 
to  import;  the  Oovernment  wiU  still  reeciTev 
It  can  only  be  bv  a  fall  in  the  price  that  tuiir" 
and  revenue  sum ;  it  mast  bnag  the  nitidceia?- 
er  to  the  consnmer;  if  smuj^led,  it  mttstitiKc 
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the  price,  as  it  then  comes  to  bim  duty  free ;  hy 
all  these  oper^ioos  the  farmer  g^ios.  That  an 
ar^ment  intended  for  a  prohibition  must  be  fal- 
lacious as  to  a  moderate  or  (if  it  must  be  called 
so)  a  high  duty,  is  evident  from  these  and  o^er 
reflections,  which  will  occur  to  erery  mind,  unless 
the  mode  of  paying  the  manufacturer  is  more  op- 
pressire  than  the  merchant. 

This  is  an  important  inquiry.  The  mode,  the 
means  of  payment,  constitutes  the  leal  price  of  an 
article  pnrefaased.  If  a  bwihel  of  wheat  will  buy 
a  yard  of  linen,  it  may  be  supposed  an  equivalent 
ezchanf^e,  and  each  article  worth,  say  oue  dollar ; 
it  remaus  equal  while  the  merchant  will  take 
wheat  at  one  dollar ;  when  he  receives  it  at  fifty 
cents,  eitha  linen  has  risen,  or  wheat  has  fallen, 
ooe-luilf— of  no  consequence  which;  it  requires 
two  bushels  of  wheat  to  purchase  one  yard  of  linen. 
A  few  years  since  it  was  the  reverse  ;  one  bushel 
of  wheat  would  bur  two  yards  of  linen.  Com- 
paring  the  prices  of  the  two  periods  with  the  means 
of  payment,  linen  has  become  increased  four-fold, 
as  It  takes  now  as  much  wheat  to  buy  one  yard  as 
it  did  formerly  to  buy  four ;  linen  is  therefore  four 
times  as  dear.  Cloth  sold  five  years  ago  at  twelve 
dollars  per  yard}  six  bushels  ofwheat  or  six  pounds 
of  fine  wool  would  pay  for  it ;  now  it  requires 
twenty-four  busheb  of  the  on^  and  twenty-^ur 
pounds  of  the  other.  To  keep  up  the  uniformity  of 
price,  and  bring  these  articles  as  cheap  to  the  or- 
mer,  linen  should  be  reduced  to  twenty-five  cents 
ind  superfine  cloth  to  three  dollars  a  yard.  The 
farmer  being  able  to  buy  cheapest  when  he  can 
My  the  eaaest,  he  must  ask  who  will  give  him 
he  greatest  quantity  of  what  be  wants  for  the 
mallest  quantity  of  what  he  can  iipare. 

The  foreign  manufacturer  of  linen  and  woollen 
s  prevented  £rom  purchasing  flour,  flax,  or  wool ; 
he  importing  merchant  cannot  pay  in  those  arti- 
cles, and  cannot  receive  them  from  the  farmer  in 
'ayment  for  the  goods.  If  the  farmer  buys  them, 
hey  afford  no  additional  donand  for  his  produce ; 
le,  at  all  events,  cannot  be  benefited  by  the  foreign 
[kanu&cturer,  or  dnnestic  importer  or  retailer, 
ecatise  neither  i^rd  him  a  good  w  bad  market ; 
iey  five  him  none  at  til ;  nouiiug  can  be  received 
at  his  mfney.  To  whom  must  he  look  for  that? 
ividentljr  to  other  sources ;  to  some  other  foreign 
r  diHnestic  markeL  He  then  becomes  indebted  to 
lose  other  sources  for  his  means  of  paying  for  these 
>reign  manufactures,  not  to  the  manufacturers 
r  to  the  sdlers  of  th«n.  These  remarks  will 
pply  to  all  other  articles  for  which  the  farmer 
innot  pay  in  produce.  When  foreign  manufac- 
irers,  from  com{Hdsion  or  interest,  will  not  take 
te  provisions  or  raw  materials  from  the  consumer, 
le  latter  can  claim  no  benefit  from  them.  If  he 
ust  in  some  other  way  obtain  the  money  to  pay 
r  them,  he  can  be  in  no  worse  situation  if^  he 
lys  them  from  the  domestic  than  the  foreign 
aker,  so  far,  at  least,  as  respects  the  means  of 
ying  him  in  products  whick  he  either  will  not 
cannot  receive.  The  full  force  of  this  remark 
11  apjdy  to  the  greM  balk  of  fweogn  mannfac- 
res  oi  erenr  nation,  and  the  agricultaral  produe- 
ins  of  the  Northern  and  Bfidole  States.  It  is  as 


correct  in  reasoning  as  it  is  true  in  fact,  that  the 
latter  will  not  pay  for  the  former.  The  gross  pro- 
duce of  farmt  win  not  now  purchase  cbtning,  gro- 
ceries^ and  utensils  necessary  for  supporting  the 
families  of  the  farmer,  raising  theproduce  of  the 
farms,  and  carrying  it  to  market,  l^eir  surj^usses 
of  one  article,  or  various  articles,  will  not  enable 
them  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  another;  one 
thing  will  not  enable  them  to  buy  another ;  one 
will  not  pay  for  another ;  his  own  products  are 
useless;  those  of  others  are  beyond  his  reach. 
The  obvious  remedy,  then,  is  to  enaUe  him  to  sdl 
what  he  can  spare,  to  buy  what  he  wants.  If  for- 
eign artisans  will  not  give  him  broadcloth  for 
wool^  linen  for  flax,  or  either  for  flour,  and  the  do- 
mestic artiun  will,  then  one  great  object  is  ac- 
complished; he  has  a  market;  he  can  exchange; 
one  article  will  buy  another  at  some  rate  of  ex- 
change ;  what  that  rate  may  be,  will  depend  on 
mutiul  wants  and  mutual  interest.  The  larmer  is 
no  longer  compelled  to  seek  a  money  market ;  he 
has  one  for  exchange ;  his  product  becomes  as  ne- 
cessary to  supply  the  wants  of  the  manufacturer 
as  theirs  to  nim,  and  each  has  a  custom  for  his 
surplus.  The  great  chain  which  forms  the  circle 
of  society  is  composed  of  separate  links,  each  link 
a  distinct  occupation — ^we  may  suppose  a  hundred. 
Take  one  hundred  men,  each  pursuing  a  differoit 
caUing,  and  separated  from  others ;  each  deab 
with  the  other ;  one's  sundus  meets  his  neighbor's 
wants ;  the  price  is  indiSerent ;  relatively,  it  must 
be  equal ;  one  buys  and  pays  for  anotner,  each 
having  ninety-nine  customers  is  secured  in  em- 
ployment, anu  a  market  for  the  fruits  of  his  indus- 
try ;  it  is  permanent,  and  cannot  fluctuate  by  any 
foreign  action.  This  eircle  is  independent,  per- 
fectly secured  from  imposition;  for  as  each  must 
have  the  products  of  the  others^  he  cannot  add  to 
the  price  of  his,  without  paying  more  for  that 
which  he  must  purchase;  toe  price  of  one  article 
must  regulate  the  value  of  another.  If,  in  this 
state  of  things,  it  should  be  found  out  that  a  foreign 
supply  of  the  same  articles,  which  are  thus  fur- 
nished from  these  one  hundred  different  occupa- 
tions, could  be  procured  firom  the  merchant  at  ono- 
half  the  nominal  rate  of  that  which  had  been  fixed 
on  by  common  consent,  and  each  should  decide 
on  piuchasing  the  imported  article,  then  each 
must  lose  his  ninety-nme  customers.  The  mer- 
chant will  not  exchange,  but  requires  money. 
Where  is  it  to  be  procured  ?  None  can  sell  his 
products  at  half  their  value,  because  all'  have  lost 
their  market.  There  can  be  no  exchange  and  wj 
means  of  raising  money  to  purchase.  It  oecomes 
an  easy  question  to  decide  which  is  "economy  to 
the  consumer,"  which  is  cheapest. 

This  comparison  may  illustrate  the  operations 
of  society;  they  are  all  governed  and  controlled 
by  mutual  dependence  and  support — all  tending 
to  enhance  individual  and  promote  public  pros- 
perity; they  are  the  same.  The  nation  differs 
from  the  vilh^  only  in  extent,  both  being  com- 
posed of  individuals,  and  must  partake^of  the 

Sialities  and  character  of  its  componntt  parts; 
eir  interest  must  be  national.  In  testing  these 
princijdes  by  practieal  operation,  in  taking  the 
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above  comparison  to  the  actual  pursuits  of  life,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  facility  of  exchange  is  the 
great  ingredient  in  the  prosperity  of  agricalture; 
the  contraction  of  our  wants,  the  extensioa  of  the 
means  of  supplying  them^  depend  on  (be  activity 
of  this  principle.  In  tracing  its  effects  on  the  cuf- 
tiTators  of  the  soil,  there  has  resulted  a  general 
assent  to  this  position;  that  the  farmer  who  has 
the  greatest  means  of  exchange  is  the  most  pros- 
perous, the  less  dependent  on  others,  the  more  free 
to  direct  his  labor  to  the  most  profitable  produc- 
tion: the  more  he  manufactures  m  his  own  ftmily, 
the  oelter  security  for  a  good  and  against  a  bad 
market.  In  accounting  for  the  different  appear- 
ance of  two  adjoining  farms,  their  comparatiTe 
state  of  cultivation,  improvement,  repair,  and  pro- 
duction, as  well  as  the  relative  appearance  of  com- 
fort and  enjoyment,  it  is  no  bad  criterion  to  exam- 
ine the  clothing  of  the  owners  and  their  bmilies ; 
their  domestic  or  foreign  origin  will  explain  the 
appearance  of  the  farms.  But  there  is  one  rule 
which  is  unerring — the  merchant's  leger;  the  bal- 
ance on  the  debtor  or  credit  side  is  the  true  touch- 
stone of  agricultural  prosperity;  why  not  of  na- 
tional? No  instance  can  probably  be  adduced  of 
a  farmer  being  injured  by  maoufacturing  for  the 
use  of  bis  family;  of  the  value  of  his  produce  or 
land  being  depressed  by  the  establishment  of  man- 
ufactures in  his  neighborhood,  or  raised  by  their 
destruction ;  of  the  mcrease  of  the  wealth,  pros- 
perity^  or  business  of  a  town  in  an  increased  ratio 
to  its  industry ;  of  national  power,  resources,  and 
independence  being  endangered  or  impaired  by 
the  command  of  its  own  consumption  and  means 
of  defeoce. 

Manuftctares  increase  (he  objects  and  facilitate 
the  means  of  exchange.  To  individuals  they 
afford  a  nearer  and  more  accessible  market,  not 
liable  to  interruption  by  war  or  foreign  policy. 
Roads,  rivers,  canals,  oceans,  are  hut  highways  to 
market,  the  conduits  to  exchange,  the  paths  by 
which  we  send  away  what  we  can  spare,  and 
bring  back  what  we  want.  The  shorter,  the  less 
dangerous  the  path ;  the  less  the  expense  of  travel- 
ling, the  quicker  the  return;  the  more  certain  the 
exchange,  the  better  for  the  producer  and  the  con- 
sumer ;  the  more  direct  the  exchange,  the  smaller 
the  number  of  intermediate  agents  who  are  em- 
ployed between  the  two  classes,  and  who  must  all 
nave  their  profits,  the  greater  is  Uie  amount  re- 
ceived to.  oaA  on  the  article  exchanged.  The 
raiser  of  iAaz  wants  the  manufacture,  the  maker 
of  linen  wants  the  raw  material.  It  they  reside 
near  each  other,  the  farmer  takes  his  flax  to  the 
manufactory,  and  brings  borne  his  linen ;  no  third 
person  being  employed,  each  receives  the  full  value 
of  his  article;  the  farmer  receives  the  full  amount 
of  whatever  the  flax  is  worth  to  the  manufacturer ; 
he  the  full  value  of  what  the  linen  is  worth  to 
the  farmer.  If  the  manufactory  is  in  a  foreign 
country,  the  farmer  exchanges  his  flax  with  the 
domestic  retailer,  he  remits  it  to  the  importer,  he 
to  the  foreign  exporter,  he  to  the  manufacturer,  who 
receives  it  with  all  the  intermediate  chains  and 
profits  taken  from  its  valoe  to  him.  He  sends 
back  the  lineo,  throagh  the  hands  of  the  exports, 


to  the  importer;  he  to  the  retaikr;  and  it  moil 
to  the  fkimer  with  all  their  dednctious.  Htibi  i 
receives  as  much  less  linen  in  excluDgt  in  !i 
fiax  as  is  equal  to  the  expense  of  snding^li 
to  the  manufactory  and  DriDging  back  ibe  liu  i 
in  exchange.   Heand  the  manafactnrainicil 
taxed  to  the  amount  of  the  cha^  and  mki  \ 
the  double  transportation,  which  woaldlie<]iil 
to  both  if  the  exchange  was  made  on  tlw  ^ 
The  nearer,  then,  that  they  can  be  nude  nip- 1 
proach  rach  other,  the  better  for  both.  Iincwa  | 
the  means  and  lessens  the  expenses  of  aia^  . 
If  it  would  produce  this  effect  when  theinw ' 
terial  will  purchase  the  manufacture  it  idiirx,  I 
it  would  be  of  much  greater  advantage  vk  i , 
will  not  be  received  at  all.   How,  then, ilita 
manufacture  can  injure  the  fanner,  canDoi  It  (nt- 
ceived ;  or  what  more  injuir  could  resnlt&aab  | 
contiguity  to  those  of  woollen,  paper,  Itod,^ 
or  earthenware.    They  must  bring  his  proTUR^  I 
materials^  ores,  minerals,  fuel,  andaTaSnn* 
of  small  Items  from  his  farm  which  cannot  « 
ported,  and  are  of  no  value  when  codned  di  I 
distant  market,  to  a  domestic  oce,  which  vilii^  i 
ford  him  all  he  wants  in  exchange.  SDchlm 
been  the  effects  in  all  parts  of  this  conniiy.  Wbe  '■ 
ever  there  is  an  opportunity  of  making  tbeoif  i 
ment.  it  would  seem  impossible  to  be  otiwfir  | 
whether  it  is  the  mill  which  griods  his  tImL* 
the  mill  which  spins  his  flax,  wod,  ktDp,fl{a- 
ton,  it  is  the  same  thing  to  him  as  to  the  qeoK  i 
of  the  manufaetore  he  can  receive  for  hii  nw» 
terial.  Each  is  equally  aSectei  by  thi  diAw 
and  expenses  of  transportation,  vriiiaiwaiiH 
value. 

The  manufactories  of  France  and 
united,  do  not  furnish  a  market  forovi 
flour,  wool,  flax,  or  hemp.  The  nianoftO«i«ii 
Oneida  county.  New  York,  consume  mmp 
is  tiaid,  81 10,000  of  agricultural  prodBctioiB,vki^= 
are  excluded  from  use  by  those  who  sell  vi  is^Tf 
factures  to  the  amount  of  more  than  forlTQill^^ 
a  year;  and  the  few  manufactories  in  tlielii^ 
States  consume  more  of  our  brcadstnfCs  llui* 
continent  of  Europe  and  the  East  Indies;  m"* 
farmers  of  this  country  must  know  thit 
ket  for  their  produce  is  not  in  the  conntnejV«^ 
they  import  their  manufaetates.  It  hasten^ 
policy  of  the  Government  to  tax  at  a  ''ifi''^ 
produce  of  our  good  customers,  and  the  ?^ 
of  our  bad  ones  at  a  low  rate;  and,  stnB|f>=' 
may  seem,  this  policy  has  never  bc«i  detain^ 
jurious  to  agriculture.  When  a  higb  dsti  is* 
posed  on  the  good  customers  of  our  agriciuran^ 
there  is  no  complaint  from  them,  or  those 
so  alive  to  their  interest.  The  island  M«J: 
consumed,  the  last  year,  of  our  produce  S^"''- 
British  East  Indies  (p5,740.  The  duty  on » 
deira  wine  is  one  dollar  per  gallon,  on  6.otBs^ 
from  Calcutta  twenty-five  per  cent  The*''' 
are  selected  for  illustration.  The  siatisucalo^ 
of  our  commerce  with  other  countries  all  i^v 
give  the  same  practical  answer  to  a  diflei** 
lOD,  and  to  show  its  entire  fniility. 

The  course  of  ttade  and  all  ezp^^Jj! 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  market  for  ooi  P" 
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does  not  depend  on  what  we  receive  in  retarn,  and 
that  the  market  afibrded  for  their  manulaotores  bjr 
our  policy  yields  u>  no  e^uiralent  If  the  com- 
mittee are  mistaken  in  tbu  deduction  from  facts, 
some  reason  most  be  given  for  the  state  of  our 
trade  with  fordgn  nations.  We  believe  there  can 
be  DO  mystery  in  its  operations,  and  that  ordioary 
minds  can  comprehend  them.  Until  better  evi- 
dence than  Treasury  documents  and  general  ex- 
perience be  offered,  the  mind  can  come  to  no  other 
conclusions  than  these: 

That  foreign  nations  are  governed  by  their  in- 
terest and  policy  in  permitting  the  importation  of 
our  produce,  excluding  or  taxing  it. 

That  they  will  buy  what  they  do  want,  and 
will  not  buy  what  they  do  not  want. 

That  their  laws  form  a  syston  of  ^neral  policy 
from  which  they  will  neither  be  drivra  nor  per- 
suaded by  any  means  which  our  Qovanment  lias 
vet  attempted.  If,  therefore,  it  is  sound  policy  to 
look  alone  to  a  f<»eign  market  for  our  agricultural 
productions,  (and  one  must  be  found- by  legia- 
btion,)  there  is  but  one  mode  lefi—nim  at  their 
manalactures.  Our  market  cannot  be  worse  than 
it  is;  therefore  we  lose  nothing;  it  may  become 
better.  It  is  not  possible  that  the  establishment  of 
manufactures  among  us  can  deprive  us  of  the 
European  demand  of  what  we  now  export,  which 
is  neither  breadstuff  nor  raw  materials ;  they  ex- 
clude these  from  choice,  and  take  others  from 
necessity.  Thus  far,  then,  the  farmer  is  safe. 
But  feats  are  entertained  that  the  remaining  ex- 
ports may  be  excluded  if  we  impose  additional 
iuties  OD  imported  manufacturer.  Cotton  being 
now  our  grand  staple,  it  must  be  important  to 
ucertain  tne  eflecis  on  this. 

It  will  be  at  once  evident  that,  as  to  thequantity 
sonaumed,  it  is  the  same  whether  worked  up  at 
borne  or  abroad ;  if  the  amount  exported  becomes 
essened  b^  the  amount  required  to  make  as  much 
sloth  as  will  supply  our  market,  the  same  ankount 
.8  retained  at  home.  The  cotton  planter,  then, 
sannot  lose  by  this  effect.  Will  it  affect  the  price 
>f  what  is  used  in  our  manufactoriea?  As  the 
>urchase  must  precede  the  manafacture;  as  there 
rould  be  a  competition  in  the  first  instance  be- 
ween  two  sets  of  purchasers  and  consumers,  the 
breignand  domestic:  as  it  must  end  in  theascen- 
lancy  of  the  one  or  the  other,  the  gainer  must  pay 
Ls  much  for  the  raw  material  as  the  loser.  If  he 
s  overbid,  he  could  not  procure  the  raw  material 
vhile  anotber  will  give  a  better  [vice :  lie  cannot 
tontiDiie  his  aseoidaney  if  he  refusea  the  toms  the 
)ther  olfers.  As  the  raw  material  is  indiwensable, 
he  roiaa  of  it  must  profit  in  evenr  possible  event ; 
ts  the  market  of  the  manufactured  article  can  onlv 
«  secured  by  the  one  who  commands  the  mat^M, 
lis  interest  most,  of  necessity,  be  an  e^tnal  pn>- 
sction  to  the  i^nter.  Will  the  price  of  what  is 
xpcrted  be  diminished  1  If  this  country  can  pro- 
uce  a  quantity  sufficient  for  both  the  foreign  and 
amestic  demand,  and  no  more,  then  it  must  be 
ranted  somewhere,  and  all  that  is  wanted  will  be 
ought  at  a  fair  price;  if  less  is  produced  than 
light  be  wanted,  the  price  must  rise;  if  more,  it 
aaat  faU.  But,  on  (tus  saliiect,  time  i*  tkrawn 


away  on  conjecture.  It  is  well  known  that  thia 
country  can  produce  more  cotton  than  will  meet 
all  demands;  that  the  foreign  market  is  completely 
gorged,  and  the  prices  rapidlv  declining,  in  the 
loreign  market  we  have  much  competition  ;  it  is 
not  extending  with  our  means  of  supply,  but  con- 
tracting ;  the  reasons  for  creating  and  extending  a 
domestic  one  would,  to  the  interest  of  the  planter, 
seem  imperious.  Will  foreign  nations  cbanxe 
their  policy,  and  impose  additional  burdens  on  the 
importation  of  our  cotton  ?  This  affords  room  for 
conjecture.  There  are  no  arguments  so  difficult 
to  answer  as  general  ones,  which  cannot  be  located, 
which  will  not  be  specified,  and,  from  their  nature, 
have  their  origin  not  in  fact,  but  fancy ;  their  want 
of  weight  in  every  other  analogous  case  will  not 
prevent  their  being  pressed  in  a  new  one.  If  those 
who  nige  them  will  agree  that  their  validity  afaall 
be  testra  by  any  known  rule,  respiting  from  onr 
l^slative  or  commercial  experience,  there  would 
be  some  means  of  ending  the  discussion.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  light  which  practice  has  shed  on 
the  other  subjects  of  legislation  may  not  be  lost  on 
this.  If  facts  tend  to  one  conclusion,  it  must  be 
taken  to  be  the  just  one,  unless  reason  absolntelr 
rejects  it. 

If  England  wants  our  cotton,  she  will  take  it, 
and,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  that  want,  will 
receive  it  on  terms  more  or  less  favorable ;  taking 
it  while  it  is  her  interest,  and  no  longer.  So  far 
I  as  our  supply  of  her  market  depends  on  the  ordi- 
I  nary  rules  of  trade,  it  has  been  considered,  and  has 
no  betuing  on  the  present  view  of  the  subject. 
The  question  is,  whether  her  Government  will  de- 
part from  interest  to  coniidentioiu  of  policy,  and 
adopt  a  retaliatory  measure.  She  has  not  none  it 
in  consequence  of  onr  exclusion  of  the  coarse  cot- 
tons from  her  East  India  colonies;  she  did  not  do 
it  when  we,  in  181S,  doubled  the  duties  on  all  cot- 
ton and  woollen  goods— her  two  favorite  manu- 
factures ;  we  cannot  perceive  why  she  should  do 
it  if  the  proposed  increase  be  made.  Her  com  lawa 
do  not  relax  or  extend  in  rigor  according  to  the 
ebbs  and  flows  in  our  tariff.  The  imposition  of 
our  war  duties  did  not  occasion  the  exclusion 
of  our  raw  materials;  their  abolition  did  not 
give  them  a  better  market  The  flourishing  state 
of  onr  manufactures  in  1815  and  1816  did  not 
produce  any  new  measure  of  retaliation  or  policv; 
their  depression  since  has  not  brought  about  tne 
repeal  of  any  old  one.  Our  free  intacourse  with 
her  colonies  did  not  affect  her  navigation  acts ;  our 
non-interconrse  now  does  not  mue  them  mm 
rigid.  The  immense  amount  of  her  manufactures 
which  we  purchase,  failing  to  {voduce  any  feclinjg 
of  peculiar  friendsnip  beyond  her  interest,  it  is 
hard  to  bdieve  that  the  duuinution  of  the  amount 
will  cr«te  a  spirit  of  hostilitv  adverse  to  her  in- 
terest. Fully  convinced  that  her  future  ecHirse  of 
policy  will  be  guided  by  the  principles  of  the  past, 
and  seeing  in  toat  no  indications  of  the  course  a[h 
prehended,  we  do  not  think  there  can  beany  reason- 
able fears.  Unwilling  to  pursue  this  investigation 
into  detail,  we  close  it  by  remarking,  that  thus  far 
the  cotton  planter  has  benefited  bylii^  duties  on 
cotton ;  the  Bast  Indies  has  affiwded  him  no  mar- 
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ket ;  the  ezclimon  of  the  fitbriea  of  that  conatry 
has  certainly  opened  a  new  market,  and  as  cer- 
tainly it  has  not  impaired  the  Eoropean,  for  that 
is  glutted.  If  the  exclusion  should  oe  extended  to 
all  India  cottons  and  nankeens,  this  new  market 
would  be  increased,  and  probably  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  the  interest  of  any  European  nation 
would  permit  it  to  diminish  theirs.  As  an  agri- 
ealtural  objection,  therefore,  it  seems  entitled  to 
less  weight  from  the  raiso-  of  cotton  than  any 
other ;  for  though  the  Sast  Indies  afford  a  very 
bad  and  small  market  for  other  productions,  they 
sdlt  take  some ;  but  of  cotton  they  do  not,  and 
nerer  will,  take  any. 

If  it  be  impmcticaUe  to  legislate  a  nation  into 
wealth,  and  impolitic  to  attempt  it,  it  does  not  fol- 
low tiiat  it  may  not  be  preaerTed  from  poverty :  if 
Mther  obrjeet  u  attainaole,  it  is  notpercetTed  that 
Ck>Ternment  evi  be  of  any  use  to  the  people ;  if 
its  <^>erattons  can  tend  neither  to  preserre  nor  in- 
crease the  fruits  of  their  labor,  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
know  the  legitimate  objects  of  l^istation.  To 
what  object  ought  all  national  machinery  to  tend, 
but  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  people?  If  this  does  not  consist  in  increasing 
their  resources,  as  well  as  preventing  their  extinc- 
tion, we  most  pursue  this  subject  no  further  till 
better  informed. 

The  encouragement  of  manufactnres  is  called 
coercion — a  forcing  from  one  occupation  to  an- 
other. Like  the  other  objectrons,  the  best  answer 
aeems  to  tiiis  is,  its  want  of  application  in  Act. 
During  the  late  war,  manufactures  flourished; 
farmers  were  not  then  forced  from  their  occupa- 
tions. The  planter  of  the  South  was  not  pre- 
vented from  raising  cotton;  he  had  no  foreign 
market,  but  he  had  a  domestic  one.  But  be  felt 
the  practical  di&rence  between  a  market  at  home 
and  one  abroad ;  the  land  transportation  from  the 
place  of  production  to  the  place  of  manufacture, 
and  back  again,  taught  him  how  much  of  the 
value  of  the  raw  material,  to  him,  was  diminished 
by  the  intermediate  expenses.  Had  their  manu- 
factories been  at  home,  had  the  same  persons  who 
then  established  them  at  the  North  commenced 
and  completed  them  to  the  South,  it  would  have 
been  called  no  forcing  of  oecupatitm^  no  tax  on 
agrionlture.  OaB  pound  of  cotton  will  now  pay 
for  one  yard  of  eotton.eloth ;  when  it  ^11  a|^ear 
that,  benve  the  eitabliiriinient  of  our  cotton  mann- 
ftetwies,  or  since  their  decline,  a  pound  of  eotton 
haa  produced  more  to  die  raiser,  it  will  be  time  to 
answer  any  additional  objections  of  this  kind. 
QeneraJly  speaking,  as  there  were  no  manulacto- 
hes  in  the  oouthern  States,  their  existence  in  the 
Northen  and  Middle  could  not  have  forced  them 
from  their  occupation,  unless  the  current  of  emi- 
gration from  the  South  to  the  North  should  have 
been  the  fact  from  which  this  objection  has  been 
raised.  In  Kentucky  there  were  manufactories  to 
a  great  extent ;  the  fanners  in  their  neighborhood, 
and  those  who  represent  them,  can  say  whether 
they  are  now  more  prosperous ;  whether  they  have 
now  a  greater  freedom  in  the  selection  ot  their 
pursuits,  or  profit  in  following  tbem.  If  the  same 
qaeslUm  w«re  put  to  the  farmers  in  the  Northern 


and  Middle  States ;  if  any  member  of  tlis  Haa 
who  represents  them,  were  adred  if  be  eontdpis 
out  an  instance  of  even  an  individml  fanurth 
was  against  his  will  forced  lo  abandon  his  aL 
and  go  to  a  manufactory  for  eoi^ofn«t,tkiB( 
of  this  objection  can  be  tested  by  tke  ipfficna 
of  theory  to  practice. 

It  may  be  asserted  with  tmtli,  tint,  iriMmc 
the  principle  has  been  fairly  uied,  iihsiea 
found  that  the  interest  of  the  A^nn&dIlu^ 
facturer  has  been  completely  identified  ,  at  lixs 
and  falls  with  the  other.   This  is  toMuC 
only  by  personal  observation,  bat  aOstriiit 
most  impressive  manner  by  the  petilion  jratki 
to  the  present  Congress.  Last  year  iboeailiE 
farhiers  asked  yon  n»im»eeti(m  tomun&ciuB 
they  were  fmn  States  in  all  of  which  Aapt- 
tioal  effects  had  been  sera  and  f^tforfwi.  K 
all  the  efforts  used  to  excite  oppontion  loldn 
during  the  present  year,  it  is  a  reDasibUr^ 
that,  m  the  whole  sco^  of  oonntiy  from 
land  to  New  Hampshire,  a  solitary  v^ma 
morial,  or  remonstrance  of  farmers,  bts  not  ^ 
offered  in  opposition  to  the  proposed  tuiiL  Tw 
which  have  been  presented  are  from  pubofK 
country  where  manufactures  never  were  in  (psj 
tion,  and  where  no  correct  opinioBCoaUbtwK: 
of  their  effects.    So  fiir,  then,  as  resptdi  i 
this  is  the  result ;  when  their  opinioa  hv  ^  I 
founded  in  &ct,  it  is  favorable  to  mun&cBc; 
when  ftom  theory  only,  it  is  onfsTOfthfc.  W  | 
are  memorials,  it  is  true,  from  anotha  dw"^ 
in  the  nameand  for  the  proteetka  of  itii» , 
decry  the  ruinous  ^feets  of  thismaiwo^i 
culture.   It  is  not  yet  known  that  fampoB 
not  discernment  to  know,  and  s^tttn'l^ 
of  their  grievances;  they  have  sbmiL>'*^ 
ashed  for  a  measure  like  this.  When  « 
ous  petitions  from  them  (not  from  otkns'» 
name)  shall  ask  for  its  r^ecttm,  ^k^P^ 
being  braced,  the  question  may  be  ^  ^ 
general  principles  of  policy.  , 

The  war  duties  forced  no  man  from  biidF 
ment,  butgave  him  security  in  its  porsiii,i9* 
new  sources,  gave  the  means  of  «l«tB^ 
most  profitable,  most  suited  to  indioabiai^ 
and  capacity.  The  War  built  op  estthiii"* 
which  were  rapidly  developaut  aw  K*!"? 
emfdoying  aU  the  industry  of  the  aiiiia  ^ 
peace,  and  the  repeal  of  the  war  dutie, 
tfaoae  establishments,  and  ftntced  tbemecMDir.- 
ar^n,  fh>m  an  occupation  to  i^idtlit'*^ 
by  education,  habit,  and  interest,  and  is 
felt  his  best  security  to  be  the  policy  of  tbei^' 
ernment  coinciding  with  the  senenl  iiie^.! 
the  people.  If  coniplaints  of  ^tn|&(«iF^| 
able  to  ruinons  oceupatioas  are  jnst  mtmu?^ 
class,  they  must  come  from  those  who  in  P'^' 
cally  and  virtually  forced  by  the  fdiej*- 
Qovernment  to  abandon  their  trade 
tion.  Oive  a  mechanic  ai>pro]mate  eaipf* 
he  acquires  wealth  for  himself,  and  ad^^' 
interest  of  others ;  drive  him  to  the  »il  ^'^ 
port,  he  makes  a  bad  farmer :  he  may  ni"^ 
to  feed,  but  cannot  clothe  his  familv. 
ns  have  seen  the  instaiicee  in  aetoil  liA' 
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ehanies  forced,  from  the  wut  of  emptojrmeDt,  to 
tara  fanner^  moA  beea  enabled  to  compere  their 
relatire  aituationt  in  both  occupations,  we  ean 
duly  estimate  the  ccHwequences. 

If  fonnen  can  be  ooaudered  as  a  distinct  class 
of  society,  and  their  interest  separated  from  the 
rest  of  the  nation,  it  is  rery  certain  tiiat  it  cannot 
be  i^moted  by  increasing  the  number  of  those 
who  engage  in  its  pannits ;  it  increases  the  com- 
petitioQ,  and  diminishes  the  profits  of  the  produc- 
tions. To  the  nation,  it  is  not  so  important  that 
their  pursaits  should  be  productive  oi  amount  as 
value,  extensive  as  prontable.  The  great  ohject 
is  to  afford  a  marhet,  and  give  a  value  to  what  is 
raised.  We  abound  in  jmivisions  and  raw  mate- 
rials} more  ia  now  produced  than  can  be  eonr 
snmed  or  sold ;  to  merense  the  qaantity  is  only  a 
loss  to  the  raiser ;  it  ean  give  no  new  value  to  what 
he  now  has,  or  what  he  may  acquire ;  it  can  give 
him  no  i^ofit.  To  the  Government  it  can  give 
no  revenue,  for  it  does  not  increase  his  means  of 
eoDsapiiag  utioks  of  foreign  iwoduction;  andfirom 
no  other  source  of  taxation  does  it  leave  a  surplus 
that  can  be  spared  from  the  wants  of  the  farmer 
to  the  calls  of  the  Treasury.  Who,  then,  can  be 
interested  in  the  mere  increase  of  agricultural  pro- 
ducts, which  want  a  market  abroad  and  value  at 
home  ?  The  definition  and  application  to  agri- 
culture of  the  terms  ooereton^  Ki^rfefton,  and  ^fifrcing 
of  wxv^xUwMj  is  now  |vaeticaUy  understood  by  all 
those  who  will  look  to  the  slate  of  the  country. 
Where  there  is  no  prohibition,  duty,  or  bounty 
on  imports  or  exports,  iduppiiig  or  t(»nage— oeeo- 
pation^  trade,  and  commerce  are  free.  Whether 
these  clogs  are  imposed  by  our  own  or  a  ftveign 
Government^  is  immaterial ;  so  &r  as  they  extend, 
they  i»event  the  people  from  the  perfect  freedinn 
of  choice  of  oceopabon,  em^doyment,  and  jhwI  no- 
tion ;  and  that  freedom  can  only  be  restored  by 
the  removal  of  these  cloffs.  Whether  the  charac- 
ter of  the  proposed  btU  has  been  fairly  judged  of, 
ivill  become  apparent  The  clogs  on  our  agricul- 
tural products  are  not  on  their  ex^iort ;  there  is 
Mrfect  freedom  in  raising  and  shippmg  them,  but 
ihe  com  laws  of  England,  France,  and  Spain,  pre- 
rent  their  consumption;  when  they  reach  their 
.bores,  free  trade  ends.  The  worst  effect  of  do- 
nestic  coercion  would  be  to  prevent  their  produc- 
ion  or  exportation ;  foreign  coercion  becomes  as 
^jSectual  when  it  accomplishes  the  same  object,  by 
endering  ^oduction  and  exportation  unavailing; 
he  priTileye  of  raising  u  a  nsdesson^  when  thwa 
s  a  prohibition  to  sdfor  to  uaew  It  cannot  be  less 
rating  to  itttional  feding  that  it  is  the  net  of  a 
oreign  Cioveramait.  The  dntv*of  fmly  cents  a 
ound  on  our  dressed  flax  ia  no  less  a  prohibition 
0  our  farmer  to  raise  any  more  than  suffices  for 
lis  wants  than  if  a  positive  law  forbade  it ;  the 
ounty  on  linen  is  as  effectual  a  check  on  the 
aaking  of  it  here  as  a  domestic  excise.  The  oper- 
tton  of  a  foreign  system,  which  excludes  our  pro- 
uctions  and  forces  theirs  on  us,  is  the  practical 
?straint  on  agriculture,  the  essence  of  a  system  of 
>striction  under  which  the  whde  country  now 
ibors  ;  which,  when  imposed  by  a  foreign  Gov- 
mmen^  aeraH  to  be  more  admired  than  dreaded 


by  those  wh(^  spenkii^  in  the  name^  assume  the 
[woteetiMi  of  fiirmers.  Every  ihrm  in  this  nation 
will  produce  flax,  yet  we  do  not  export  a  pomid ; 
foreign  Govcrnmoats  refuse  it  a  market.  We  do 
not  make  our  own  linen;  they  give  a  bounty  on 
theirs,  to  prevoit  us  from  making  it.  They  tho^ 
by  l^islation,  force  us  from  the  market,  acquire 
its  command ;  the  farmer  is  prevented  from  raising 
flax,  and,  forced  to  another  product,  he  tries  wool, 
hemp,  breadstu^;  they  are  also  excluded;  he  is 
not  left  free  to  sell  to  the  people  of  England,  or 
they  to  buy  what  they  want.  He  is  virtually  bound 
to  raise  only  what  their  Government  will  permit 
him  to  dispose  of;  his  freedom  of  occupatioD  is 

fone  i  it  is  controlled  bjr  a  foreign  Power ;  directed 
y  their  p^jr,  he  is  driven  to  the  piuwnt  which 
best  meets  thar  views,  and  most  promotes  the  in- 
terests of  its  sul^jeets.  The  coercion  rests  not  here ; 
it  not  ottl^r  ftvces  ours  out,  but  tbmsts  th«r  nnn 
ductions  m,  and  the  domestic  maitet  ia  thus  tuea 
from  the  farmer.  When  national  poliey  and  ia- 
dividual  association  combine  to  {nwent  our  man- 
ufacturers frtmi  afibrding  the  home  maricet  to  the 
farmer,  and  succeed  in  the  object,  coercion  be- 
comes complete.  How  far  the  Middle  and  West- 
ern States  are  now  from  suffering  under  the  full 
scope  of  a  foreign  restrictive  poliey^  the  condition 
of  the  farmers  will  best  testify.  If  the  North  is 
saved,  it  is  by  manufactures ;  if  the  South  is  yet 
free,  it  is  because  the  great  manufacturing  nations 
find  it  their  interest,  and  not  aninst  their  poliey, 
to  permit  the  consumption  of  their  staples.  It 
would,  perhaps  not  be  a  useless  inquiry  to  ask 
whether  thw  deniaad  and  price  are  increasing? 
The  state  of  the  country  frilnr  justifies  thisremarit: 
foreign  policy  has  forced  from  employment  our 
agrieultare,  man  ufac tores,  and  commerce;  eaofa 
interest  is  low,  each  complaining;  with  the  infi- 
nite capacity  to  produce,  fabricate  and  distribute, 
the  power  has  become  useless,  without  the  means 
of  using  it ;  our  industry  has  become  paralyzed  by 
the  em^oyment  of  foreign,  which  has  been  forced 
on  us  by  a  persevering,  unyielding  course  of  legis- 
lation by  othor  nations.  Now,  -mien  our  citizens 
ask  of  their  own  representetives  to  counteract  for- 
eign laws,  systems,  and  combinatioos,  and,  if  not 
to  retaliat^  at  least  m  compel  them  to  restore  to 
us  a  freedom  they  have  taken  away  or  destroy^ — 
the  freedom  of  production  and  exehan|;&— that,  if 
the  mottop(riy  of  our  market  is  to  be  given  by  Ic- 
^slation,  it  shall  be  such  as  flows  from  a  convic- 
tion of  its  tendency  to  promote  our  interest^  and, 
enacted  hf  ou  representatives,  not  such  as  it  may 
idease  a  ford^  legislator  or  monarch  to  prescribe 
to  us;  how  fu  the  increased  duties  proposed  will 
tend  to  more  or  less  balance  the  foreign  coercion 
which  now  bears  grievously  on  all  the  country ; 
how  far  it  is  defensive  or  tmcsiaive  |  how  far  it  ae- 
COTds  with  or  c<mtradict8  the  policy  iriiich  this 
Government  has  adopted  ia  relation  to  other  in- 
terests, the  House  must  determine. 

There  is  no  portion  of  the  community  more 
injuriously  affected  by  changes  in  the  policy  of  a 
country  than  the  farmers ;  none  have  suffered 
more  seriously  by  the  repeal  of  the  duties  imposed 
during  the  war ;  none  felt  mote  pcactieaily  the 
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depeDdence  oa  a  foreign  market  for  their  means 
of  exchange.  While  they  were  at  his  door,  the 
price  of  goods  did  not  afiect  him ;  produce  and 
goods  rose  tt^tber ;  the  same  quantity-  of  one 
would  still  buy  the  same  amount  of  the  other. 
Now  the  scene  is  changed ;  goods  remain  at  the 
old  prices,  but  it  lakes  three  or  four  times  the 

Jnantity  of  prodnce  to  purchase  the  same  amount, 
t  is  often  mentioned,  as  a  symptom  of  better  times, 
"  goods  arc  looking  up."  This  may  be,  by  some, 
deemed  an  indication  of  returning  prosperity ;  but, 
howerer  it  may  be  to  otheia,  to  the  farmer  it  is 
mninoiu  of  despair ;  his  produce  is  looking  down. 
When  goods  look  one  way,  and  grain  another,  the 
ftnner  must  look  to  some  new  mode  of  turning 
his  grain  into  something  which  will  produce  him 
his  necessaries.  While  every  change  depresses 
domestic,  and  swells  the  price  of  foreign  products, 
he  feds  coercion,  and  what  it  is  to  be  forced,  not 
from  his  occupation,  but  from  all  the  comforts  it 
once  produced  nim.  Till  goods  fall  as  much  as 
grain,  or  grain  rises  to  the  price  of  goods,  the  far- 
mer pars  two  or  three  boodred  per  cent,  more  for 
them,  tnongh  they  may  be  quoted  at  the  old  nom- 
inal rates.  He  who,  in  other  times,  could  pay  for 
his  iron  by  produce,  or  the  use  of  his  teams  when 
theii  labor  was  not  required  on  his  farm,  can  now 
estimate  the  difference  between  buying  at  the 
foiwe  or  at  the  store.  When  iron  was  at  a  duty 
of  32i  per  cent  penond  obaerTation  did  not  cause 
the  objection  tut  it  forced  the  farmer  from  his 
occupation,  or  made  it  lev  profitable;  when,  by 
the  existing  tariff,  it  was  reduced  from  30  per 
cent  to  99  pra  ton,  it  neither  gave  new  employ- 
ment nor  increased  profits  to  acricnlture.  In  ex- 
tending the  obserratioa  to  all  other  articles  of 
which  our  cotmtry  furnishes  the  raw  material,  or 
whichj  when  made  at  home,  could  be  paid  for  in 
juvrisions,  it  is  thought  to  be  fully  justified  by  the 
melancholy  experience  of  the  last  tour  years.  It 
has  pointed  out  to  the  farmer  in  what  true  econ- 
omv  consists ;  it  has  taught  bim  what  is  cheap 
and  what  is  dear ;  the  difference  between  haring 
his  market  at  his  door,  or  transferred  to  a  foreign 
country.  The  books  of  the  machaots.  the  doek- 
«u  of  juitiees  and  coorts,  tell  a  story  tnat  all  can 
ondentand.  It  was  not  so  when  manufactures 
flonriabed ;  it  cannot  continue  so  when  they  re- 
vive. The  fimner  will  be  the  first  to  profit  by  tbe 
change ;  his  is  the  first  interest  that  should  excite 
our  attention ;  tbongh  we  may  not  l^^ate  him 
into  wealth,  we  may  save  bim  from  the  danger 
which  hangs  orer  him.  While  we  refuse  to  coun- 
teract the  coercion  of  foreign  legislation,  we  do 
not  make  his  occupation  free  bjr  removing  foreign 
restraints  on  his  markets,  or  gire  him  an  equiva- 
lent by  securing  him  a  new  one.  It  is  said,  this 
new  market  cannot  be  afforded ;  that  the  farmer 
now  feeds  all  our  population,  and  can  feed  no 
more  in  any  event.  If  this  remark  were  true  to 
its  full  extent,  it  could  only  apply,  to  provisions. 
The  production  of  raw  materials,  which  have 
now  00  value:  the  extraction  of  ores  and  minerals 
from  tbe  earth,  which  now  will  not  pay  the  ex- 
pense ;  the  samy  of  fnd,  which  is  now  usden ; 
the  inccetaed  dammd  for  potufa  and  dye^tofi, 


for  the  various  small  items  of  the  prodoceoft 
bam,  which,  though  not  necessaries,  are  comlim, 
and  may  add  very  importantly  to  tbe  fanDcr'i 
market,  as  the  same  population  has  greater  mo&i 
of  payment — all  tend  to  enlarge  his  weans  of  a- 
change,  his  sources  of  occupation.  The  mm 
necessaries  of  life  are  few  in  number  anil  low  ii 
value  ;  their  production  is  not  the  most  pmfitsUt 
employment  of  airriculture ;  it  is,  peraipi^  fix 
most  expensive.  The  garden,  the  orchard,  tbe 
dairy  and  poultry  yard,  the  sty  and  the  laliiin 
matters  of  no  little  importance;  ther  afibrinote 
profit  and  require  less  labor  than  the  giaiiUi 
The  market  for  their  production  depends  asm 
the  mere  amount  of  population,  bat  tbe  mtias  of 
that  population  to  extend  their  pore  bases  berooi 
necessaries  to  comforts  and  luxuries,  the  tap- 
fly  of  these  is  the  fanner's  protit ;  the  rai»c3f 
them  employs  the  labor  and  atteotion  of  w- 
dren,  (who  are  of  no  use  in  a  fi^d.)  by  oca- 
pations  in  which  are  combined  health,  pleuan. 
economy,  and  iddustry.  If  foreign  boonties  tai 
duties  were  removed  or  counteracted,  the  eid- 
ture  of  flax,  hemp,  and  wool,  would  be  no  less  ha- 
oraUe  or  useful  pursuits  of  ^riculture  than  fjtz. 
and  there  is  one  raw  material  for  the  cdtan  3 
which  this  country  is  well  adapted,  in  whieb  ± 
only  required  the  attention  of  cnildnn  to  cdiIk 
insects  to  labor  ftn  the  enudnment  of  the  iaiBtr 
raw  silk.  These  are  all  new  aooroes  of  weakL 
by  the  estaUishment  of  manufaetnrcs,  thoogk  or 
population  is  the  same.  There  »  another:  lit 
mechanics,  who  are,  forwent  of  tmpicfBKBtwgw 
compelled  to  procure  a  scanty  sabsistence  W  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  without  means  to  fwchxr. 
or  stock,  or  knowledge  to  cultivate  a  bni;  vk> 
add  nothing  to  their  own  or  the  wealth  of  nratr. 
who  hare  nothing  to  spare  for  the  sufmort  of  G-jt- 
ernment ;  forming  no  part  of  the  solid  yeomuTT 
of  the  country,  who,  identified  with  its  soil  aid 
strength,  may  be  truly  called  "  the  salt  of  m 
earth but  a  miserable  tenantry  or  mere  orr- 
pants,  who,  having  been  forced  by  foreign  pol.<n 
from  the  occujMtions  for  which  ther  are  fitted,  v. 
now  only  waiting  for  some  act  of  this  Gorera- 
ment  which  will  enable  them  to  resume  iWs- 
the  number  of  these  is  not  small,  and  each  «  of 
these  and  their  fitmilies  will  become  nnr  casus- 
en  to  the  fermera.  Foragn  artimia  mtut  not  tr 
overlooked :  formgn  capital  will  flow  to  ns  la  t 
small  current ;  foreign  owners  and  AM«iga  ar- 
sans,  who  are  now  waiting  to  see  in  oar  Iw^ 
tion  some  assurance  of  permanent  pcdicy.  Tk< 
are  a  valuable,  useful  class  of  citixena  abroad,  as: 
so  far  as  our  oKserration  extendS|  we  should  i 
them  injustice  in  withholding  the  expression  of  ec 
opinion  that  they  are  distinguished  for  their  pi^ 
spirit,  their  good  conduct,  and  devotion  to  therj 
interests  of  their  adopted  country. 

There  is  one  other  aid  to  affricoltnre  wfc<- 
must  be  admitted  to  be  a  naturu  consequestf 
the  establishment  of  domestic  manofactoe- 
Whatever  the  market  of  the  &rmw  may  t« 
will  be  permanent;  co-^tensire  wiUx  tbr  - 
samption  of  the  eountty,  it  will  expand  ^ 
increase.  He  will  know  to  what  ol^ects  is^I^ 
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his  labor  and  skill ;  the  demand  will  be  steady ; 
he  can  vary  bis  culture  to  meet  the  varyiotr  wants 
of  society;  he  will  look  alone  to  bis  own  Qorern- 
ment,  to  bis  own  Represeniatlres,  for  tbe  rales  of 
policy  which  may  have  a  bearing  on  fats  occapa- 
tioDs;  which  can  be  affected  only  by  those  who 
are  united  alike  witb  him  in  their  devotion  to  the 
common  interest  of  their  own  common  country ; 
whose  pursuits  will  iDtermingle  witb  his,  forming 
the  common  mass  of  national  industry,  from 
which  no  just  GoTernment  can  withhold  itn  pro- 
tection. 

With  tbe  notice  of  one  other  objection  tbe  com- 
mittee will  clow  their  remarks,  with  not  less  rdief 
to  theiDMlTes  tbu  to  the  House. 

If  manufactures  will  produce  these  efiiecis,  why 
are  they  not  established?  If  the  forei^  article 
can  be  undersold,  why  is  it  not  done  without  tbe 
aid  of  leguilatioo  1  We  answer,  because  tbe  effects 
of  foreign  legislation  cannot  be  removed  by  indi- 
vidual exertion  or  enterprise.  Wbaterer  may  be 
done  here  by  our  citizens  to  acquire  tbe  command 
of  our  consumption  is  equalled  by  foreign  indi- 
viduals to  retain  it;  each  feel  tbe  advantages, 
know  the  profits,  and  make  equal  exertions.  Tbe 
superior  numben  and  greater  wealth  of  foreign 
capitalists  are,  of  themselves,  formidable  obsta- 
cles ;  but,  when  backed  by  the  policy  and  wealth 
of  a  nation,  by  their  laws  and  systems,  the  compe- 
tition becomes  unequal.  To  restore  the  balance, 
to  make  tbe  competition  a  fair  one  between  indi- 
viduals, the  weight  of  one  Qovernment  must  be 
taken  from  the  one  scale,  or  balanced  bjr  the  same 
weight  of  another  Gkivemtnent  in  the  other.  We 
might  here  ask,  if  this  would  insure  the  desired 
protection,  why  withluAd  it? 

When  business  luts  tot  years  takim  an  estab- 
lished course,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  divert  it. 
The  prepress  of  our  manufactures  was  slow  till 
the  late  war.  The  consequent  diminution  of  im- 
ports, and  the  duplication  of  the  permanent  duties, 
ISLYe  them  a  powerful  impulse ;  they  were  rapidly 
idvanciog  to  meet  the  full  demands  of  consumers. 
The  revulsion  caused  by  tbe  present  modification 
>f  the  tariff  has  been  in  force  ever  since.  If  it  has 
leen  beneficial  to  the  country,  then  let  it  continue ; 
tut  if  injurious,  let  it  be  stopped ;  legislation  caused, 
lad  alone  can  cure  it.  The  war  duties  were  not 
mposed  for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  and 
epealed  when  the  object  was  found  unattainable 
ir  prejudical.  They  were  imposed  for  tbe  reve- 
ine — 4he  object  was  effected ;  they  protected  man- 
ifaetures— the  coimtry  prospered;  an  excise  was 
uiit  on  maDU&etttres—the  support  was  mntnal. 
?txe  GoTernmeot  wanted  revenue,  and  obtained 
: ;  it  now  wants  it,  and,  the  same  means  in  their 

0  wer ;  why,  then,  not  resort  to  them — if  for  no 
tber,  at  Inst  the  same  reasons  as  before  7  It 
u^ht  not  to  make  revenue  the  less  acceptable  be- 
Buse  it  encourages  domestic  industr^r. 

If  the  enterprise  and  capital  of  individuals  were 
smpetent  to  the  object,  it  most  be  tbe  work  of 
me  ;  before  it  arrives,  the  public  resources  will 
•quire  new  means  of  supply ;  it  then  becomes  tbe 
ity  of  Congress  to  hasten  the  time,  and  this  for 

1  own  protection  and  support.  But,  if  it  should 
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be  true  that,  in  the  present  slate  of  the  world,  no 
new  manufactory  cao  be  successfully  established 
without  legislative  aid,  (that  it  is  true,  is  proved 
by  the  experience  of  all  manufacturing  nations, 
confirmed  by  our  own,  and  it  has  by  one  of  our 
greatest  statesmen  been  declared  to  be  a  maxim  of 
universal  application,)  the  fact  once  established, 
it  would  be  in  other  subjects  deemed  superflooos 
to  assign  tbe  reasons,  (for  the  want  of  reason  can- 
not do  away  facts;)  but  it  being  required  on  this 
subject  that  no  proposition  can  oe  made  out  from 
fact  and  experience  alone,  it  is  better  to  meet  than 
evadetherequisitioo.  A  most  obvious  reason  oc- 
curs at  once,  that  a  new  manufoctore  can  only 
attain  success  by  exdudii^  an  old  one,  which  w 
in  poucBuon  of  the  market;  without  the  aid  of  a 
law  on  either  side,  or  the  competition  of  any  cap- 
ital, except  of  tbe  individuals  who  are  struggliiig 
for  the  market,  the  one  who  can  make  it  the  in- 
terest of  the  coDsnraer  to  porcbase  from  him  must 
prevail,  if  the  capital  of  both  is  equal ;  if  it  is  un- 
equal, the  greatest  will  eventually  prevail.  The 
competition  is  not  for  tbe  momentary,  hut  the  per- 
manent command  of  the  market ;  the  losses,  during 
tbe  temporary  contest,  will  be  refunded  by  the  fu- 
ture profits  when  tbe  market  is  secured.  Who  then 
can  hold  out  the  longest  becomes  thequestion.  This 
is  at  once  settled,  when  a  Government  bounty 
comes  in  aid  of  tbe  one  set.  An  excise  drawback,  or 
a  custom  bounty,  is  a  contribution  from  tbe  public 
funds  in  aid  of  individual  enterprise  to  acquire  or 
retain  the  supply  of  a  foreign  market ;  it  is  not 
merely  an  addition  to  the  capital  of  tbe  individual, 
but  a  gratuitous  donation  to  him.  Competition 
must  cease  between  them,  unless  one  indiTidnal 
bas  funds  equal  not  only  to  the  other,  but  to  his 
Government  likewise.  Hence,  no  new  establish- 
ment, which  diverts  employment  from  an  old  oite. 
can,  under  such  circumstances,  succeed.  It  will 
be  an  ungenerous  objection  to  uay  that  our  CJov- 
ernment  is  not  bound  to  furnish  capital  to  manu- 
facturers ;  that  is  not  asked  or  expected.  But,  it 
is  understood  that,  in  answering  the  objection 
now  under  consideration,  it  is  taken  for  granted' 
that  manufactures,  once  established,  areoiadvan- 
tage  to  the  country  at  large ;  and  that  the  question 
is,  whether  Government  should  interfm  to  ai<t 
them  in  their  iofancy,  or  whether  such  interfer- 
ence is  necessary  ?  If  this  question  be  answered 
yes,  then  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  contend- 
ed that  it  is  generous  or  just  to  withhold  that  inters 
ference  on  account  of  the  capital  of  the  persons 
coneeraed ;  that  moderate  capital,  skilly  industry, 
and  enterprise,  mast  be  sufiered  to  sink  nnder 
the  foreign  action  brought  to  bear  upon  it ;  noth- 
ing be  thought  worthy  of  legislative  aid  but  im- 
mense capitals,  which  require  less  in  jHToporUoa 
to  their  amount.  While  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be  proper  to  remark,  that,  before  this  objection 
should  have  any  influence  on  us,  some  standard 
should  be  fixed,  some  sum  named  by  law,  which 
should  be  deemed  as  bringing  tbe  proprietors 
within  tbe  policy  of  protection.  Manufacturers 
would  then  know  that  if  they  invested  to  that 
amount,  they  could  compete  witb  the  foreigner. 
It  is  not  so  imporUttt  what  sum  should  be  named, 
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as  that  some  should  be  fixed  upon ;  it  is  beliered 
that  a  Republican  Legislature  would  not  require 
an  amount  beyond  the,  means  of  their  contsitu- 
ents  to  procure.  If  it  was  more  consistent  with 
theirs,  and  the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
Gorerament,  to  graduate  the  protection  in  the 
ratio  of  the  wealth  of  those  wao  asked  it,  that 
would  be  more  jtist  than  to  refuse  it  wholly  to  the 
middliDK  class.  If  the  natioit  at  lai^e  will  be 
bmefited  by  protection  to  manufactuieni  it  is  ao 
mswer  to  say  their  capital  is  not  sufficient.  W« 
must  say  what  is  sufficient :  till  that  is  done,  the 
answer  will  not  be  accepted,  for  it  aSbrds  no  rule,  no 
security;  it  means  anything,  noihiD^j  it  becomes 
moctery.  If  manufactures  are  a  national  interest, 
and  justify  protection,  therecannot  be  a  better  rule, 
nwre  equal  and  fair,  than  to  require,  as  a  prelimi- 
nary to  protection,  the  iorestment  of  the  same 
amount  of  capital  as  by  our  uniform  legi^latioa 
for  thirty  years  has  been  required  of  another  co* 
ordinate  interest — commerce.  Equal  justice  to  all 
SBakes  ic  our  duty  to  make  the  comparison;  it  is 
done  with  no  unlriendly  or  invidious  feeling,  but 
merely  to  remind  the  House  that  want  of  capital 
has  never  excluded  the  merchant  from  the  pale  of 
Itfotectlon;  if  he  bad  enough  to  commence  his 
opecations,  those  operations  have  been  {mtected 
£nom  foreign  aggression.  It  is  bdiered  tlut  the 
oaiHtal  invested  in  manufactares  has  been  equal 
to  the  inmtments  in  commercial  pursuits,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  business  done,  and,  in- 
eluding  the  credits  at  the  custom-house,  tlwt  com- 
merce has  been  conducted  more  on  credit  than 
manufactures. 

A  Unen  or  glass  manufactory  is  about  to  be 
established  in  our  country;  there  is  capital  to  erect 
the  buildings,  purcbabe  the  machinery,  and  »tock 
to  commence;  the  proprietors  meet  at  once  com- 
petition from  the  following  sources:  foreign  man- 
ufacturers, foreign  exporters,  American  importers, 
American  retailers,  and  a  foreign  G^overnment. 
The  American  manufacturer  stands  alone ;  he 
asks  for  a  fair  chance,  fair  play.  Willing  to  take 
a  conlMt  against  equal  force,  but  unable  to  con- 
tend against  nombns,  wealth,  and  power,  he  calls 
on  his  Government  to  equalize  the  cwnpetition ; 
to  make  it  individual ;  to  impose  on  the  importa- 
tion a  daty  equal  to  the  premium  which  the  for- 
•ign  exporter  receives  from  his  Government,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  breaking  down  the  compe- 
tition- A  custom  bounty,  or  excise  drawback,  is 
not  to  give  the  command  of  the  home  consump- 
tiun ;  that  is  done  by  prohibition  and  duty ;  it  is  to 
prevent  us  from  using  our  raw  materials ;  to  com- 
pel us  to  use  theirs ;  to  employ  their  labor,  and  give 
a  value  to  their  industry.  The  American  manufac- 
turer is  the  only  person  who  can  obstruct  their  pol- 
icy; if  he  can  be  broken  down,  the  American  peo- 
ple must  depend  on  England  for  a  market  as  well 
as  for  the  articks  of  their  consumption.  It  would 
not  be  unreasonable  to  call  on  this  Qovernment  to 
give  them  duties  beyond  the  bounty.  If  the  duty  is 
tweoty-fivcy  and  the  boimty  twoi^-five^  there  is 
no  protection  except  of  a  negative  kiod;  the 
bounty  received  from  one  Qovernment  equals  the 
duty  imposed  by  the  other ;  yet  even  this  me^ 


with  objections ;  it  is  called  a  restrictiTe  ipm. 
In  the  case  of  glass,  the  oppression  on  our  mui- 
&cturer  is  still  ^eater ;  the  custom  bonntfjCirei- 
cise  drawback,  is  equal  to  twenty-eight  tmi 
pound ;  yet  the  proposed  import  duty  of  len  tab 
a  pound  has  not^^cept  in  one  memorial,  [Ric^ 
mond)  to  the  liberal  principles  of  wlud  ib 
committee  most  again  give  their  ipptdaUe- 
been  exc^rted  from  the  general  and  heaTftii^ 
made  against  the  new  tariff  Unless  mamkm 
are  to  oe  proscribed ;  if  those  engaged  in  tWit 
pursuits,  and  to  whose  benefit  they  ieiuj,iRi9b 
thus  abandoned ;  if  the  unequal,  ud (is M)a- 
natural,  anti-national  preBsure  undeiwuc^i^ 
labor  is  to  be  increased  by  a  foreign  Goreniuu 
and  ours  stands  neutral — it  may  be  asked,  fat  Kb: 
dovemment  is  instituted  ?  Where  sre  tbebtK- 
fiu  imparted  1  The  farmer  has  the  nwumL 
the  artisan  the  capital  and  skill;  butdercaHi 
use  it.  If  on  the  faith  of  a  reveane  sjaMiit 
capital  is  invested,  the  labor  of  yean  blo^bri 
reduction  of  duties  below  the  amoam  <tf  fonip 
bounties  and  diawbaclu.  It  is  not  tiwuin^ 
turers  alone  who  suffer  ;  they  alont  it  mosttr^ 
membered,  are  the  class  of  men  who  an  era » 
terpose  between  the  imports  and  conacDct;  |4 
Uiem  down,  the  agriculture  of  the  comtiribW 
pleteljr  depoadent  on  foreign  Foven.  Ssdi.e . 
our  present  aitaation ;  the  pei^  of  | 
cannot  believe  it  is  their  intiemi  loiaiiis> 
they  support  the  Oovemment,  and  ask  jinitKM  i 
The  committee  think  it  their  duty  not  (o  vM  ' 
it,  and  to  afford  it  to  such  extent  v  lill  ^ 
fair  opportunity  of  bringing  into  actireaodD"'' 
operation  all  toe  resources  of  the  coaour;  ^  f"' 
a  market  and  a  value  to  all  the  prodncb  d'''X|' 
soil;  to  counteract  foreign  legislatioDtKEK"" 
beats  on  the  industry  of  our  own  people, bjiiw- 
ing  its  pursuits  and  occupatioDs  to  ^ubKnew 
policy  and  interest  of  other  nationf. 

If  it  should  be  remarked  that  ihejwpoM" 
falls  short  of  the  principles  on  whichitiitaMK 
it  must  not  be  alleged  as  evidence  of 
confidence  in  their  correctoess,  but  ef  tke  (» 
eaoe  which  is  felt  and  paid  to  tbeopioiovfliH' 
who  differ  from  us  iu  weir  views,  equUf  t"*^ 
cations  with  ourselves ;  it  was  doe  to  all  tw  iv- 
bers  of  this  House  to  convince  Aem  tbaKWO* 
victioDs  are  bo  decided  and  deliberate  tbii 
would  be  content  for  the  present  to  laf  >  pf 
foundation,  leaving  it  to  expaienceiodireci*^ 
should  be  built  upon  it ;  if  insecure,  iae  bt 
easily  removed;  if  the  substantial  basis  of 
al  industry,  the  easier  to  fiiUdi  the  xtuctore- 

[The  tabular  statonento  aeeompasriKJ'^'^ 
port,  bnng  of  greet  volumes  are  aecesnnlr'*' 
ted.] 

OOCDHBHTS  ACOOMPAHTINO  TBB  BeMIT 

To  tht  hmmbU  the  Senate  and  Emm  of 
fiws  o/IJu  United  Statet: 
The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commei^; 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  show* 
your  memtnialists  view  with  moco  i^*^!*. 
newal  of  an  attempt  to  repeal  the  acts  mm"^ 
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crimination  between  American  and  foreign  dutiee 
on  imports  and  tonna^aDd  pray  leare  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  oi  Congress  the  foUowing  ob- 
jeetiou :  fk^.  It  will  diminish  the  rerenue  to  an 
amoQDt  which,  taking  past  years  as  the  gnide, 
would  not  be  less  than  $450^000  per  annnm.  8ie- 
mdhi.  It  will  essentially  injure  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  as  its  effects  will  be,  by  opening 
the  market  for  freight  to  the  lowest  bidder,  to  shin 
the  carrying  trade  from  the  hands  of  oar  own  ^lev- 
G^nts  mto  those  of  foreigners.  This,  your  'me- 
morialists believe,  will  appear  from  the  following 
considerations :  Fint.  Foreicners  build  their  ves- 
sels much  cheaper  than  we  do.  From  actual  cal- 
culation, it  is  found  that  a  vessel  built  of  EuropeaD 
oak,  and  equal  to  tbose  built  of  live  oak,  (which, 
basidefl,  is  nearly  exhausted,)  costs,  when  equipped 
for  sea,  at  the  rale  of  936^  per  ton  ;  and,  if  built 
in  Finland,  of  their  fir,  of  which  they  have  abuo- 
danee,  equal  in  dictation  to  ow  common  oak,  and 
fitted  fot  sea  in  the  same  manner,  she  will  co»t  at 
the  rate  of  per  ton ;  ^ile  the  Anusriean  rca- 
ael,  built  of  oar  eomrocm  oal^  and  not  so  well 
equipped,  wilt  cost  at  the  nle  (U  from  1^40  to  $45 
per  ton ;  but  built  of  lire  oak  and  cedar,  she  iriU 
coat  at  the  rate  of  from  850  to  $55  per  tw. 

Stamdly.  The  materius  composing  equipment, 
uieh  as  iron,  hemp,  sailcloth,  &c.,  are  alF  cheaper 
abroad  than  they  are  here,  and  the  price  of  labor 
for  working  them  is  sup[)osed  to  be  fifty  per  cent, 
less  there  than  in  the  United  States. 

Thirdly.  Foreigners  navigate  cheaper,  seamen's 
wages  are  lower,  and  many  of  their  crews  consist 
of  apprentice$  without  wages.  The  apprentice 
act  01  Great  Britain  renders  it  tacumbent  on  every 
owner  or  master  of  a  vessel  to  take  with  him  a 
certain  nmnber  of  apprentices;  and  this  they  find 
so  advantageous  that  they  frequently  double  or 
treUe  that  number,  more  especially  vewels  from 
the  North  of  England.  Kvery  movhant  engaged 
in  commerce  knows  that  the  Hollanders,  Ham- 
burghers,  Danes,  Swedes,  man  their  vessels 
with  a  still  greater  proportion  of  apprentices ;  and 
in  the  cbenpoeasof  their  living,  clothing,  &c.  they 
hare  a  very  material  advantage  over  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States. 

Thus  it  appeam  that  foreigners  can  build  cheaper, 
equip  cheaper,  and  sail  their  vesselti  cheaper,  than 
-we  can;  and  it  may  be  added, that  Europeans  are 
generally  satisfied  with  a  less  gain  than  the  Amer- 
ican merchant  can  afibrd  to  receive. 

Xoitiy.  Although  it  has  been  said  that  for  us  to 
me«t  the  advance  on  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain,  and 
to  repeal  our  conntervailing  acts,  would  place  the 
two  nations  on  an  eqoal  footing,  yet  your  memo- 
rialists conceive  that,  while  Great  Britain  retains 
her  present  navigation  act,  this  would  be  very 
wide  of  the  truth.  on  our  part,  should  thus 
permit  QwaX  Britain  to  bring  hither  not  only  goods 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  that  country,  but  of 
all  others ;  while,  on  her  part,  by  the  navigation 
act  we  have  jiut  referred  to,  we  shall  be  expressly 
confined  to  the  carriage  of  goods  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  States.  To  this  may 
be  added,  that  British  vesseU  would  then  bring  a 
carffo  from  their  own  coontry  to  tbis,takeafieight 


I  here  to  their  colonies  where  onr  vessels  are  net 
admitted,  and  from  thence  a  third  freight  home: 
making  thus  three  freights  in  one  voyaffe.  The 
value  of  the  importation  cargoes  is  so  mucltgrenter 
than  the  valueof  our  exportation  dutiable  ougm^ 
that  the  extra  duties  paid  by  the  foreigner  are  in 
many  cases  equal,  and  in  some  cases  more  than 
equal  to  the  whole  freight;  so  that  the  nets  whisb 
are  now  proposed  to  m  abolished  operate  nenriy 
as  a  iHDhibition  to  the  fweigner,  and  leave  us,  ia 
a  measure,  without  competitors  in  our  own  Diav- 
kets.  After  all  that  has  been  said,  it  hardly  naedi 
to  be  added,  that  if  our  ports  are  thrown  open  to 
foreign  on  the  same  terms  with  our  own  vessels, 
as  by  this  repeal  is  contemplated,  (for  it  is  in  vain 
to  attempt  to  confine  the  measure  to  the  British,) 
they  will  crowd  our  wharves,  underbid  our  freiglH, 
monopolize  the  markets,  and  leave  American  ves- 
sels idly  to  rot  in  our  docks.  Your  memorialists 
have  therefore  no  hesitation  in  declaring  thnVin 
their  opinion^  t^  measure  will  be  a  £&t«T  blow  to 
the  Americaa  eurying  trade.  It  would  be  caqr 
to  show,  in  detail,  that  thia  vonld,  in  it*  enue- 
qnenees,  prove  extremdy  injurioaa  to  the  apieal* 
tnral  ano  the  meehnnieal  claMee  of  onr  citizens ; 
a  few  general  obscrrations  ooly  vitt  be  indulged. 

Anf.  As  to  the  agriculturaL  Although,  geo- 
erally  speaking,  frdght  is  paid  by  tha  covsamo, 
and  tberefoie  it  may  be  said  it  is  iminaterUu  to  the 
farmer  how  high  or  low  it  may  be,  yet  this  is  not 
the  case  when  the  demand  ceases  or  slackew;  it 
then  falls  back  on  the  husbandman.  But  to  trans- 
fer our  carrying  trade  to  foreigners  will  be  to  lenm 
very  much  the  chance  of  the  demand. 

The  active  enterprise  of  the  American  merchant 
is  constantly  looking  abroad  to  every  part  of  the 
world  for  a  market;  and  if  it  is  any  where  to  be 
found,  or  if  there  is  only  a  reasonable  presumption 
that  it  may  be  found,  the  farmer  meets  with  a 
ready  vent  for  bis  proauce.  Perhaps  the  calcula- 
tions of  the  merchant  may  be  disappointed,  and  he 
even  ruined ;  yet  the  misfortune  reaches  not  the 
farmer;  be  has  thesamebenefitof  agood  market: 
but  should  the  American  vessels  once  disappear,  he 
must  then  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  chanee  ad- 
ventures for  a  market;  and  when  the  demand  is 
not  very  great,  the  wiee  of  the  freight  will  be  de- 
ducted from  Ihe  article  itself.  AU  this  must  neces- 
sarily tend  essentially  to  lessen  the  value  of  the 
farmer's  produce. 

Seeondiy,  As  to  the  mechanicaL  That  natowoas 
class  of  mechanics  who  are  connected  with  sUb' 
building,  the  carpenter,  the  Uacksmitl^  tha  sau- 
maker,  the  ropemaker,  &c.,  dbe.,  will  of  coarse  he 
deprived  of  emj^yment ;  their  labor  will  be  anther 
wanted  nor  paid  for. 

To  conclude:  onr  ships  being  thus  banishtd 
from  our  shores,  we  ahall  no  longer  furnish  a  an^ 
sery  for  our  seamen,  but  that  valuable  dassof  cU- 
izenswill  be  driven  to  seek  for  their  bread  in  other 
countries ;  and  in  any  future  European  wars  whidt 
may  happen,  and  which  are  c<Hutantly  liable  to 
happen,  we  shall  find  ourselves  without  seamen  or 
-shtpi,  to  avail  oursdvesof  that  nentral  position 
which  nfleetion  and  eqwrience  equally  wamnt 


Digitized  by  Google 


16S9 


APPENDIX. 


1640 


JVoCmMm  to  Jfimii^KAmsi 


v  in  calenlftting  upon  as  one  of  the  blemngs  allied 
to  out  remote  aad  seeare  ritnatiMi. 

Od  the  whole,  your  memorialists  caonot  refrain 
ircm  ex|)ressing  the  belief  with  which  tbey  are 
ttroDgljr  impressed,  that  to  repeal  the  discrimiuating 
laws,  which  have  operated  so  happilr  to  increase 
our  narigatioD  and  commerce,  would  be  a  mea- 
sure highly  prejudicial  to  various  and  important 
interests  in  the  community,  detrimental  to  the 
lerenue  of  the  country,  aad,  in  a  national  point  of 
Tiew,  extremely  impolitic.  Tbey  therefore  pray 
that  the  repeal  may  not  take  place. 

JOHN  MURRAY. 
J.  W.  Lawbehce,  SBerdarjf. 

Niw  York,  Jatmaty  15, 180a 


Ayorlofiont  of  goodi  from  Europe  paj/ing  ad  oofo- 

Per  cent. 

Amariesn  tcsmU  -  968,676,388  m  63.67 
ferwun  TBweli  -  8,706,1SSm  8.7 

Antflriean  vcMsU      -  30, 3SU, 635  .  30.80 
forelfD  vcMla  •      •     6,7M,8fi6 6.76 
American  TCiMb      -  49,710,786  —  40.71 
I  Ibreiga  vciMlfl  -      -     b,«Afl4S  —  fiwSS 

ImportattoM  from  Fhuue. 

American  vaiMli  8,616,147  m,  8JB 

foreign  vessels  -  -       383,433 «  .3 

American  Teeaels  3,403,176  —  3.4 

foreign  veseels  -  •       488,073  —  .4 

I  Ameticta  veasels  6,668,600  —  6.6 

foreign  veeaels  -  668,196  .6 


1826.  In 
In 

1817.  Id 
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To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rmretentative*  of  the 
United  Statei  of  America  tn  Qmffrees  aaaembUd: 
The  metnoriali^  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  <^  the  city 
of  New  York  retpeetfiUy  sAokm^A  ; 

That  your  memorialists  have  witnessed,  with 
feelings  of  deep  concern,  the  coDsequences  result- 
ing to  the  shipping  interest  of  the  United  States 
from  the  discrimmating  duties  established  in 
France  09  the  staple  products  of  this  country. 

At  the  period  01  their  imposition,  and  foracon- 
nderable  time  subsequent  to  the  late  war  in  Eu- 
rope, the  trade  carried  on  by  French  vessels  with 
the  United  States  was  chiefly  confined  to  New 
Orleans  and  other  Soothern  ports,  whose  produc- 
tions constitute  the  principal  exports  from  this 
eoontry  to  France,  whilst  their  interest  in  ship- 
fdng  U  Tery  limited  j  so  that  the  effecis  of  the 
fSiormxyas  discriminating  duties  payable  on  the 
importations  into  France  of  cotton  and  tobacco, 
in  transferriDg  to  French  vessels  the  carrying  to 
that  eoontryi^  wen  not  immediately  perceived  or 
fi^t  In  the  ship  owners  or  merchants  m  this  quar- 
ter 01  the  Union.  But  the  severe  losses  sustained 
1^  thow  who  employed  our  vessels  in  that  trade 
hare  since  led  to  an  investigation  of  their  causes, 
and  created  a  universal  feeling  of  the  injury  and 
injustice  to  which  our  flag  is  subjected. 

In  giving  to  this  subject  the  attention  which  its 
importance  demands,  your  memorialists  find  that 
tiie  foreign  tonnage  duty  and  light  money  payable 
in  the  United  States  are  very  nearly  equal  to  the  for- 
eign tonnage  duty  and  port  chargeain  France,  and 


may  therefore  he  considered  as  regulated  nua&e 
principle  of  a  just  and  fiur  reciprocity;  wfaibttk 
discriminating  duties  imposed  on  the  importadia 
of  merchandise  operate  on  the  shipping  inifmb  i 
the  two  ccamtries  in  a  manner  altogetber  disprs- 
portionate  and  unequal. 

The  foreign  or  discriminating  duties  {aid 
American  vessels  importing  the  followio^irtidB 
into  France,  are:  ll  cent  per  pound  (Freoci 
weight)  on  cotton;  If  cent  per  pound  ontoUmi; 
55  cents  per  100  pounds  on  ^tasbes;  wbidiatn 
duties  exceed  the  whole  freight  now  paid  ferilie 
transportation  of  those  articles  from  the  UMd 
States,  whether  in  French  or  in  AmericM  ba- 
toms. 

The  present  rates  of  fre^ht,  in  Frencli  msd^ 
are  about  1^  cent  per  pound^for  cotton ;  )  cm  ptr 
pound  for  tobeeeo }  ^  cent  perpound  for  poiats; 
and,  in  American  vessels,  about  oae-third  bdvt 
these  rates;  making  the  difference  (^datrtfi 
French  vessel  exceed  the  gross  amoont  of  mij^ 
by  an  American  vessel  at  least  one-third. 
To  form  an  estimate  of  the  practical  lesaltofABe 
regulations,  it  will  be  assumed  that  &  T€ssd  of 
300  register  tons  burden  will  cany  560,00(1 
poundsweight  of  tobacco;  thedifieroiceofdgif 
on  which,at  lucent  perib.  would  be  $6,3(0 

Which  is  equivalent  to  twentynxie  doihtiia 
register  ton. 

Or,  in  a  vessel  of  the  same  description, 
carrying  380,000  pounds  weight  of  cot- 
um.  and  220^000  pounds  of  potashes,^! 
difierence  of  duty,  estimated  at  1^  ceal 
on  the  cotton,  is  -      -      -      -    •  00 

And  that  on  the  pota^es,  at  55  cenU  pa 
JOOlb.,  is  l?M> 


Would  be,  together  - 


Which  is  equivalent  to  etghtem  dollutpRRr 

ister  ton. 

The  discriminating  duties  cbargMbk 
three  articles  above  enumerated,  which  constitirie 
the  bulk  of  our  exports  to  France,  form  bd 
gate  much  greater  than  the  foreign  dntyofuifS 
cent.  payaUe  in  the  United  Suies  wouM  iinM^ 
to,  if  calculated  on  the  whole  importattoDs  fiff 
France.  And  the  experience  of  the  last  two  ffiB 
confirms,  (what,  indeed,  is  suflicienllf  obfiff 
from  the  preceding  statemoit,)  that  a  penerenM 
in  the  present  regulations  of  our  intotonr^*^ 
France  must  operate  to  exclude  American  ves* 
from  all  participation  in  the  eartyiag  iride  coi- 
nected  with  it. 

Your  mfflnorialists,  in  earnestly  soliciting  thiti|| 
attention  of  your  honorable  body  maybeesgiH 
in  devising  some  remedy  for  an  evil  ito  seriw  w 
alarming,  beg  leave  to  suggest  their  conTiclicn^ 
the  utter  inemcaey  of  any  system  of  coiiW^ 
iog  discriminating  duties  to  be  levied  ooibei*' 
portalions  into  the  United  States  of  French  i^J 
ehandise,  inasmuch  as  the  articles  whick 
be  the  necessary  objects  of  such  duties  bear  Mf?* 
portion  in  their  bulk,  and  in  the  price  d 
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tnnspoitatioD,  to  those  which  form  our  exports  to 
FraDce.  Ada  the  course  of  the  coloniaf  tiadej 
moreover,  oiaUes  French  vessels  to  avoid  the  in- 
cwTciueDecs  of  performing  the  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic  ia  ballast,  hf  taking  a  freight  from  the 
ports  of  France  to  those  of  her  colonies,  and  then 
tanun^  their  course  advuitageously  to  oar  ports, 
either  in  ballast,  at  with  colonial  produce ;  whilst 
our  vessels,  generallv,  return  direct  from  France  in 
ballast,  or  only  with  inconsiderable  ladings. 

To  exhibit  la  its  proper  light  the  importance 
of  the  subject  under  consideration,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary not  only  to  advert  to  the  actual  amount  of 
tonnage  employed  in  the  transportation  of  our  pro- 
duce to  France  compared  with  the  aggregate  ton- 
nage employed  in  foreign  trade  generally,  but  also 
to  take  into  view  their  future  relative  proportions 
when  our  trade  to  France  shall  have  received  all 
the  extension  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  by  the 
nn^iessive  increase  in  the  cultivation  of  our 
Soutbem  |»oduets,  and  wheo  our  shipping  shall 
have  experienced  the  reduction  it  is  to  stdfer  by 
the  effeets  of  the  further  development  of  the  actual 
state  of  our  foreign  commerce. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  enter  into  details  to 
show  how  extensively,  and  almost  entirely,  all  the 
sources  of  that  commerce  are  cut  off.  It  is  a 
lameutaUe  fact,  that  more  than  half  the  number 
of  vessels  lately  arrived  in  this  from  foreign  ports 
are  dismantled,  from  the  absolute  absence  of  any 
advantageous  object  of  commercial  pursuit.  And 
this  state  of  commerce  seems  the  natural  and  ne- 
cessary result  of  the  new  order  of  things  which 
has  prevailed  since  the  pacification  of  Europe. 
JBvery  restraint  that  lately  shackled  the  navigation 
of  the  principal  maritime  nations  of  Eurojpe  has 
been  removed,  whilst  the  goieral  trade  and  navi- 

Ktion  of  those  States  ate,  at  ihe  same  time,  regu- 
ed  with  a  studimis  regard  to  the  interests  of 
their  own  snhjecb.  So  that  the  United  Slates 
tMve  not  obIj  ceased  to  be  the  carriers  for  Europe 
bat  are  deprived  of  the  means  of  entering  into  a 
fair  competition  in  the  transportation  to  foreign 
Bountries  of  the  principal  products  of  their  own  soiL 
It  would  seem  obvious  that,  during  the  contin- 
lance  of  a  stale  of  peace  in  Europe,  the  great 
slements  of  our  commerce  in  that  quarter  of  the 

5 lobe  will  be  confined  to  the  exchange  of  our  pro- 
ucts  for  such  articles  of  foreign  production  as 
nay  be  required  for  home  consumption. 

The  quantity  of  American  cotton,  tobacco,  pot- 
tshes,  and  other  staples,now  consumed  in  France, 
aoaot  be  correctly  stated  by  your  memorialists, 
lut  they  presume  it  to  be  equal  to  a  fourth  of  the 
vbole  quantity  exported  to  Europe. 

The  aggregate  tonnage  employed  last  nai  in 
he  direct  trade  firom  the  United  States  to  France 
B  estimated  at  fifty  thousand  tons ;  in  addition  to 
rhich,  an  indirect  trade  of  considerable  extent 
las  been  carried  on  by  the  circuitous  channel  of 
Sngland.  (The  savii^  on  the  duties,  by  reslii|>- 
ing  our  cotton  and  toracco  thence  to  France,  m 
'reach  vessels,  iostoid  of  shipping  them  direct 
•om  the  Unit«l  States,  in  American  vessels,  be- 
ig  more  than  equivalent  to  the  extra  freight  and 
urge*  attending  the  additi(»nal  voyage.) 


If  we  limit  our  views  of  this  carrying  trade  to 
the  employment  of  fifty  thousand  tons  oTshipping, 
the  freight  out  and  home,  calcubting  twenty  dtu- 
lars  Tpa  ton,  amounts  to  one  million  ddlan; 
which  sum,  if  gained  1^  vessda,  might  jostlr  be 
considered  as  so  much  capital  added  annually  to 
the  stock  of  national  wealth. 

However  small  ^e  net  profit  may  be  to  tha 
ship  owners  on  this  amount  of  freight,  the  dis- 
bursements for  the  equipment,  and  the  wages  fot 
the  navigation  of  the  vessels,  would  be  Teft  at 
home;  and,  tether  with  the  employment  it 
would  require  ofso  large  a  body  of  seamen,  would 
materially  conduce  to  create  and  maintain  the 
elements  necessary  to  advance  our  commercial 
and  naval  inierests. 

The  act  of  Congress  ofiering  to  foreign  nations 
the  means  of  a  free  intercourse  with  this  country, 
on  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity,  has  not,  as  is  be- 
lieved hy  your  memorialists,  beoi  found  as  bene- 
ficial in  its  operation  as  was  justly  to  hav«  been 
apeeted. 

Those  nations  whose  aec^ttanee  of  the  inviti^ 

tion  it  held  forth  might  subserve  the  views  and 
interests  of  the  United  States  are  found  to  remain 
passive;  while  Holland,  Sweden,  Prwma,  and 
the  Hanseatic  Towns,  adopting  the  principle  <^ 
reciprocity,  secure  to  themselves  an  important  ex- 
emption in  our  ports,  without  affording  any  raivi- 
lege  in  theirs  not  before  enjoyed  by  the  United 
States,  and,  in  &ct,  gntniiouny  granted  to  every 
other  nation. 

Until  lately,  we  found  some  advantages  in  out 
commercial  relations  with  the  possessions  of  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  by  participating  in  the 
trade  to  the  colony  of  Java ;  but  now  heavy  di»- 
criminating  duties  are  laid  to  confine  all  the  advan- 
tages  of  that  trade  to  Dutch  vessds.  Your  memo- 
rialists do  not  notice  this  cHcumstance  as  requiring 
the  application  of  any  remedies  within  the  pur- 
view of  this  memorial,  but  to  show  the  progressive 
extension  on  the  part  of  the  European  Powers  of 
a  system  of  absolute  colonial  monopoly,  and  to 
evince  the  necessity  of  devising  means  to  coontei^ 
act  the  growth  of  that  system,  by  some  vigorous 
effort  on  the  part  of  our  Government 

Louisiana  was  acquired  by  the  United  States  in 
her  colonial  state,  and  the  monopoly  of  her  ex- 
tended and  growing  trade  would  be  more  valuable 
than  that  ofany  two  colonies  whatever.  And  the 
Floridas,  if  they  pa^  from  their  present  abandoned 
and  miserable  condition  to  be  integral  parts  of  the 
Union,  cannot  fail,  by  the  quickeuog  influence  of 
our  free  institutions,  to  open  vast  resources  of  trade, 
and  may  add  to  the  list  of  out  present  exports  evea 
the  articles  of  sugar  and  co^e^  bithoto  deemed 
exclusively  eolonid. 

The  liberal  policy  of  the  United  States,  in  opeBr 
ing  to  all  nations  a  free  trade  to  the  vast  marts  at 
their  colonial  acquisUions  ought,  it  would  seem,  to 
entitle  them  to  some  eorrespondii^ privileges  fronk 
those  nations,  at  least,  who  participate  la^ly  in 
the  ben^ts  of  that  trade.  But  no  such  recii»oe»- 
tion  has  been  experienced ;  nor,  as  the  teniit  of 
gratuitous  concession,  is  it  to  be  expected. 

In  niatac*  to  the  opincssive  discriounating  da- 
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ties  OD  the  impoitatiim  of  Araenean  products  isto 
Fnnee,  wbicn  it  is  the  principal  object  of  the  pre- 
•tnt  memorial  to  brio^  uttder  the  notice  of  Goi- 
enrntent,  yoar  nemonalists  take  leaTe  most  re- 
Mtctftilly  to  rawest,  that  they  can  derise  no  eKpe- 
dient  more  likdy  to  produce  a  faroraUe  chan^  in 
the  present  system  oi  the  French  Qovemment,  nor 
better  caedculated  to  enable  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
tad  St^es  saceessfbUy  to  naiat  it,  if  persevered  in, 
than  the  impoaiiion  of  a  heaTy  tonnage  duty ;  and, 
at  the  nuie  time^  no  measure  apfieani  to  your  me- 
morialiitB  id  eonaitent  whh  the  geneial  policy  ttf 
Aa  United  BiataB. 

Referring  to  the  statement  already  made,  exhib- 
tliiig  the  efieetB  of  the  discriminatioz  duties  in 
France  on  cotton,  tobacco,  and  potames,  coosid- 
end  as  a  tonoi^  duty  on  Amoiean  Tessels.  your 
nKmorialists  leave  to  the  superior  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  determine,  oq  a  full  oonsideratioo  of  all 
tte  eircamstances  connected  with  the  case,  what 
tonnage  duty  should  now  be  imposed,  so  as  to  make 
this  a  fair  and  effective  countervailing  measure. 

Toot  memorialists,  considering,  moreover,  that 
«me  new  provision  is  aecrssary  m  order  to  render 
bcnefieially  operative  the  act  of  Congress  which 
offifs  to  foreign  nations  the  means  of  commercial 
intercourse  upon  the  principle  of  reciprocity,  re- 
spectfully safest  that  thu  duty  should  oe  made  to 
a|f|4y  to  all  nations  which  shall  not  adqit  that 
pnneiide. 

A  general  regulation  of  this  nature^  whilst  it 
would  violate  neither  the  letter  nor  qpirit  of  our 
treaties  with  France,  appears  to  be  equally  expe- 
dient ia  referMce  to  other  nations.  Spain,  for 
ittStaBCCL  beeides  imposing,  as  is  believed,  discrimi- 
vt&ag  duties  on  the  articles  of  our  exports  im- 
ported into  the  mother  country,  exacts  most  exces- 
sive extra  duties  on  jmvitions  imported  by  Ameri- 
em  veuels  into  her  eolooies.  Among  others,  that 
cm  the  article  of  flour  amounts  in  Cuua  to  93  37^ 
per  barrel.  The  regulations  of  trade  in  the  ports 
of  At  Spanish  ctdooies  are  such  as  not  to  place  the 
intereourse  with  them  under  any  of  the  restrictions 
contained  in  the  navigation  act ;  and  thus,  whilst 
tha  trade  roaains  open  to  both  nations,  the  dis- 
criminating diitiea  imposed  in  those  colonies  must 
flpemte  to  tnnafer  it  altoge^  to  Spanadi  veasels, 
ai  Boon  an  thar  ftag  can  navigate  aecoreiy. 
Toor  memorialists  are  penKtaded  that  a  measvre 
she  one  proposed  could  produce  no  Injurious 
[  tugoD  the  agricultural  and  commercial  in- 
J  of  the  United  States,  by  abridging  in  for- 
mifcets  the  siUc  of  their  produce.  The  pro- 
hibitory rcvulations  of  diBoent  Qovemments 
ynre  that  the  want  of  our  provisions  is  the  only 
aeufity  we  now  enjoy  for  their  admi^on  into 
foreign  poru ;  and  wherever  this  want  exists  tbey 
wilt  continue  tebe  received,  direct^  or  by  iuterme- 
4iate  ports. 

The  principal  artides  exported  to  France  are  so 
fWB»nw  to  the  supfdy  of  the  mannfiictories  that 
they  eannot  be  dispensed  with ;  so  that,  if  a  sys- 
tan  of  eommeroial  regulatioas  could  be  supposed 
la  eliitjOpaating  to  prevent  a  direct  exportation 
of  dH»e  aitidea.to  that  eDimttv,itt  ^riu^sappHes 
of  cotton  asd  toliaeeo  mnat  oe  derived  through 


the  cireaitoQs  channel  of  Bnglaad,  (u  hubta 
partiallj  i^aetised  for  the  last  twoyesn,}oriliroijl 
some  of  the  nnghboriog  ports  of  ^ 
and,  iu  either  ease,  we  should  at  leastpmtbu 
the  advantages  of  their  traasportBtini  aentstbi 
Atlantic. 

The  ri^ht  of  the  citizeas  of  the  United  8m 
to  partieijpate,  on  equal  tenrn,  in  the  tdnaiiga 
to  be  derived  fVom  thdr  commeteial  aiaaam 
witli  foreign  nations,  amears  to  four  nenmbli 
to  be  indimitablc.  And  Aef  >ppeal  iritteafi- 
deuce  to  Oongreas  for  such  intemrence  enikir 
behalf  as  the  public  policy  may  jostiff.  Alinfk 
it  may  be  qaestiouaue,  iu  a  case  liketbepmat, 
whether  it  would  comport  with  the  iigaa^tilfk 
nation  to  off^  any  connderatioDS  to  fonigi  Pw- 
ers  in  ordtf  to  olriain  a  just  reciprocity  of  ansr- 
cial  benefits,  yet  your  memoriatiste  takebna 
suggest  the  expediency  of  holding  oat  to  Fnim 
some  further  encouragements  to  the  conianptxi 
in  the  United  States  of  French  wine  acrd  A 
manufactures.  Encouragements  of  this  utiR, 
if  not  required  as  an  inducement  to  Fnoce  a 
place  the  regulations  of  her  trade  vith  this  cov- 
try  on  a  more  equal  and  just  footing,  m>riioi!i|^ 
be  used  to  obtain  some  relaxation  to  her  cdtu 
restrictions,  and  induce  the  repeal  of  tLeUttnte 
directed  to  the  national  tobacco  mannhctmii 
France,  which  restricts  the  empkqrsKiit  ofth 
fwei^n  growth  of  that  artide  to  the  proportinff 
one-sixth  part  for  five-sixth  parts  of  dewtn 
growth. 

It  is  true,  in  reference  to  the  article  ci[v»^ 
(the  duty  on  which  is  now  sufficiently  itriRflii) 
the  United  States  could,  in  thewayofinli^- 
ment  to  France,  only  assure  to  her  thew'^ 
ance  of  that  reduction.  But,  in  regvl vtvL 
maaufocturee,  the  imposition  of  addiiioDilwB 
on  the  same  articles  imported  from  Cbinini^' 
be  adopted  as  a  measmre  of  reci^ocri  idniiB!^ 

It  would  certainly  be  of  great  in^tfUw* 
France  to  check  the  immense  imponatioD9D<n 
China  of  silk  ^oods  in  imitation  of  FrcBehhk* 
And,  considering  the  heavy  drains  of  si^cie'"' 
th«  United  States,  which  are  caQsedbrtbeTd^ 
cution  of  the  trade  to  China,  itwoaldalk^ 
equally  advantageous  to  na  to  teeeiTe  tbe  v 
articles  from  eounuiea  where  diey  can  be  otaon 
in  exchange  for  oar  own  prodOots.  . 

Tour  manorialtsts  are  anxious  to  nniaiu!>* 
national  prosperity,  and  would  discredit  theu- 
reasonaUe  clamor  of  desponding  and  anbtnts" 
traders ;  but  the  foreign  commerce  of  this  cW 
try,  at  the  present  period,  is  so  rapidly  dww^ 
and  its  shipping  interest  so  particulariy 
that  they  feel  themselves  constiamed  to  iff*"^ 
their  firm  conviction,  that  both  most  drind'^ 
comparative  insignificance,  unless  the  bk*''^ 
of  foreign  Qovernments,  (derating  to  "J^^fi 
counbrf  of  an  equitable  participation  in  the^ 
fits  of  Its  commercial  intercourse  with  thoBi"" 
be  prompUy  met  and  counteracted. 

Under  a  deep  impression  Uiat  the  pfc*!!^ 
the  nation  ia  intimately  e<Hineoted  mib  i«r 
perity  of  its  Commerce,  and  that  the  lian;^ 
of  its  future  naval  power  are  caaontialiy 
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cDtonthemaiDtenance  of  its  navigatioTi,  y oor  me- 
fflorialists  hare  tbon^ht  it  a  dutjr  tbey  owe  to  the 
commoDitj  to  submit  these  coDsiderations  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress:  humbly  praying  that  they 
ViltajKird  such  relief  in  the  premises  as  the  nature 
tjf  the      mar  require. 

WM.  BAYARD,  PmHtnt. 
Hb^  PfttTARib,  Se&etary. 


Qmtions  addrtsted  hy  the  Gmmiliee  on  Maoi^iKtwm 
to  the  MercaatUe  Society  of  New  York,  with  their 

atmim. 

tdB  imr  TAHirv  bill. 

You  will  recollect  that  the  tenth  section  was 
stricken  out,  and  the  niBlfa  to  modified  as  to  be 
nDobjMtiMAble. 

Question  1st.  State  the  items  on  which  you  think 
so  high  a  -duty  was  proposed  as  would  lead  to 
smaggling. 

Absim.  Smugglibg  qftnbot  be  carried  to  any 
cxtbnt  exe^  on  our  ftwUien^  and,  graerally  speak- 
ing, there  would  be  bnt  little  diflference  there, 
whether  the  doty  ww  18  or  40  per  cent.  Those 
who  dfe  ifton  oonrersBnt  With  our  rerenne  laws, 
know  that  ike  diffioulties  attending  smuggltBS 
frooi  on  shipboard  are  so  grMt  that  the  gain  would 
not  jaUify  the  ri^.  European  and  Indian  ships 
a«d  cargoes  are  so  valuable  that,  supposing  char- 
acter in  no  way  affected,  the  owners  would  nerer 
jeopardize  them  for  the  Mke  of  clandestinely  in- 
Iroduoibg  a  small  pari;  to  thtis  introduce  any  con- 
siderabte  part  would  be  Imprttctieable,  without  the 
eonnivanne  of  the  officers  of  the  customs. 

Under  the  duties  of  1815  and  1816,  the  whole 
amomt  smuggled  from  on  shipboard  in  our  com- 
ffleroiftl  towns  did  not  probaUy  amount  to  a  twen- 
tieth of  one  per  cent,  on  the  cargoes  imported. 
Watebes,  je«wf,  laoea,  and  sewing  silks,  are  the 
priMipal  artielen  that  are  and  wtnOd  continae  to 
w  smugged,  because  their  bulk  is  so  trifling  that 
they  are  imported  by  passengers  and  others,  and 
■ot  ett«eved  on  the  manifest;  therefore  the  rigi- 
hmee  of  the  officers  eMiW?t,  in  iall  eases,  prerent 
fhdr  telng  tended  Witboot  ^yiag  the  duties.  As 
such  goods  so  introdnoed  mast  almost  necessarily 
be  0old  by  asction,  any  saving  in  the  duty  might 
be  met  by  an  equivalent  auction  duty. 

Cloestitin  2d.  Bnummite  those  which  you  think 
wotdd  ttinoant  to  a  prohibition. 

Answer.  Article  5th  will  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tion of  all  kinds  of  papet-,  except  colored  and 
stained  paper  and  paper  hangings;  all  kinds  of 
hats,  except  Leghorn  straw.  It  will  probably  ul- 
titnately  amount  to  a  prohibition  of  prunello  and 
silk  shoee,  flint,  tiut,  and  window  glass,  slates,  and 
tiles  for  building,  common  cwks,  salted  fish,  and 
inferior  kinds  ofganpowddr. 

Queation  3d.  GeDnrKliy,  Irould  the  rates  of  duty 
pi^/^attA  <KmiBiah  or  increase  thererenue?  inother 
wordsi  wooldthe  increased  duties  equal  the  dimin- 
ished importation?  If  you  think  it  would,  state 
the  itema  ape^fletlly. 

Anawer.  The  prc^Msed  teriff,  if  adopte<^  would, 
in  oar  opinion,  diminiih  Ac  rerenne.  The  arti- 
cles ^nmerated.in  the  aiwwer  to  the  16th  question 


are  all  now  recollected  that  will  bear  an  incrtaae 
of  duty  without  injury  to  the  revenue. 

Question  4th.  Are  there  any  ^neral  provisioiM 
in  this  bill  that  would  have  an  injurious  effect  OA 
the  revenue  mr  on  commerce?  If  so,  specify  them. 
This  does  not  refer  to  the  rate  of  daties. 

Answer.  In  the  6th  article  of  the  tariff  UU,  **  al- 
lowances or  dhcounts"  ought  to  be  stricken  ont,  ia 
tbey  throw  insurmountable  diffietdtiet  in  the  way 
of  many  descriptions  of  goods. 

Question  5tb.  What  is  the  cost  of  a  British  ship 
of,  say  300  tons ;  what  of  an  American  of  the  same 
force  and  burden ;  and,  generaUy,  the  difference  in 
the  price  of  shipping  by  the  ton  in  each  conntrfj 
completely  equipiwdl 

Auswer.  A  British  ship  of  300  tons,  equipped 
for  sea,  will  cost  024,000,  or  080  per  ton  j  an 
American  ship,  of  the  same  quality,  will  cost 
818,000,  or  860  per  ton. 

Uuestion  6th.  The  quantity  of  iron  and  cdrdag« 
to  the  100  tons  of  shipping  1 

Answer.  It  will  requite  four  tons  of  iron,  l,5d0 

Eunds  of  copper  bolte,  4}  tons  of  cordage,  and  30 
Its  of  duck,  to  the  100  tons. 
Question  7th.  Would  the  proposed  increaw 
duty  on  iron,  hemp,  and  cordage,  hare  the  effect 
of  inducing  the  merchants  to  build  tiaii  rewdft 
abroad,  or  of  giving  foreign  a  preference  over  our 
own  shipping? 

Answer.  As  to  American  merchants  buildhi|f 
vessels  in  foreign  countries,  it  is  ont  of  the  qne*- 
tion }  for,  by  our  navigation  laws,  American  pa- 
pers could  not  be  obtained  for  them.  Fore^ 
vessels  would  not  have  a  prrference  in  our  ports 
over  American  built  vessels,  unless  at  a  reducttott 
in  freight  of  25  per  cent.,  or  advantages  equira- 
lent,  at  the  port  of  destination,  as  is  now  the  casts 
with  French  and  other  foreign  vessels  taking  car- 
goes for  France. 

Q-nestion  8lh.  State  die  price  of  the  foUoWilig 
articles  in  1811,  or  any  otiier  yw  or  years  befare 
the  war,  which  will  present  a  ikir  arerage  of  thdr 
price  in  the  rears  ofaflonrishingcommerce:  covtUt 
cottons,  um  orellas,  naifa^  gunpowder,  playing  tiardi^ 
carriages,  cabinet  wares,  wafers,  hats,  boots 
and  shoes,  and  any  other  manufactured  articles 
which  were  formerly  imported,  but  are  now  in  a 
great  measure,  if  not  wholly,  made  in  the  Unlt^ 
States;  the  present  prices  of  the  same  articles; 
the  relative  quality  of  the  imported  and  domeitiK! 
articles. 

Answer.  Common  coarse  cottons,  such  as  are 
manufactured  in  the  United  States,  may  be  fftirtr 
stated  to  be  50  per  cent,  lower  than  in  1811,  and 
are  much  superior  to  the  piece  goods  of  similar 
description  from  Calcutta. 

Cabinet  rrares  are  greatly  superior,  and  full  35 
per  cent.  lowo*. 

Gunpowder,  25  to  50  per  cent,  lover. 

Umbrellas,  33^  per  ce&t  lower. 

Carriages,  50  per  cent,  lower. 

Hats,  ^  per  cent.  loVrer. 

Boots  and  shoes,  SO  per  cent,  lower. 

Silrer  ware  is  now  made  in  thb  cotmtry  ai  cheap 
as  in  London,  and  is  124  per  cent,  lower  than  ia 
1811. 
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^Ten  us  an  opportunity  of  Judging,  the 
i>  BUpplied  wttn  t  better  article  for  the  sa 


Question  9tb.  Where  the  domestic  has  super- 
seded the  foreieo  supply  of  our  market,  state  the 
general  effect  it  has  produced  as  to  price  and  quali- 
ty, and  whether  it  has  resulted  in  the  benefit  or 
injury  of  the  consumer. 

Answer.  As  far  as  our  own  ioformatioD  has 

consumer 
!  same  price; 

it  is  (urticularly  so  with  eoane  cottons,  hats,  boots 
and  shoes,  cabinet  wares,  carriages,  fancy  chairs, 
looking-glass  and  picture  frames,  silver  plate,  and- 
irons^ brass  bead  shovels  and  tongs,  grates  for 
burning  coals,  gold  leaf,  woollen  sattinets,  cut 
nail^  ifancy  mock  tortoise  shell  and  fine  ivory 
eombs,  rifle  guns,  cat  tacks  and  brads,  and  tin 
wares. 

Question  10th,  Taking  the  article  of  cotton  as 
an  example,  and  supposi^  coarse  cotton  goods 
are  excluded,  have  the  eflects  been  injurious  to 
commerce?  Is  there  as  much  tonnage,  and  are 
there  as  many  seamen,  employed  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  raw  material  and  the  manufactured 
article  coastwise,  as  there  would  be  in  the  impor- 
tation of  the  foreign  manufacture  and  the  expor- 
tation of  as  much  cotton  as  would  make  the  goods 
we  import  from  Europe  1  If  more  or  less,  state 
the  difierence. 

.  Answn.  The  exportation  of  the  raw  materia! 

to  Europe,  and  the  importaticm  of  the  article  when 
manufactured,  would  give  employment  to  a  greater 
number  of  seamen,  and  more  tons  of  shipping,  than 
the  transportation  of  the  same  raw  materials  and 
manufactured  articles  coastwise.  So  far  as  re- 
lates to  a  prohibition  of  India  cottons,  (manufac- 
tured,) our  commerce  has  no  doubt  been  benefited, 
because  it  could  only  be  employed  Id  bringing  an 
article  manufactured  from  a  raw  material  of  for- 
eign growth  i  whereas,  the  raw  material  of  which 
the  substitute  is  made,  as  well  as  the  manufactured 
article,  are  both  transported  coastwise,  and  give 
employment  to  more  shipping,  and  a  greater  num- 
ber of  seamen,  than  the  importation  of  India  man- 
ufactured cottons  could  possibly  do.  It  would 
take  fire  cai|;oa  of  uiuuanuiactared  cotton  to 
make  one  of  manufaetnred  goods. 

Question  lltb.  Take  a  given  number  of  tons  of 
fhippiDg,  say  100,000,  in  the  East  India  trade; 
what  would  be  the  number  of  seamen  employed ; 
what  number  would  be  employed  in  the  Euri^an 
trade,  the  same  number  of  tons ;  same  in  the  West 
Indian  ;  the  same  in  the  coasting  trade? 

Answer.  Take  100,000  tons  of  shipping  in  the 
Bast  India  trade,  the  number  of  seamen  employed 
would  be  one  man  to  twenty  tons,  equal  to  5,000 
men;  the  same  number  of  tons  in  the  European 
trade,  one  man  to  twenty-three  tons,  equal  to  4,347 ; 
in  the  West  India  trade,  same  number  of  tons,  one 
man  to  twenty  tons,  equal  to  5,000 ;  in  the  coast- 
ing trade,  same  number  of  tons,  one  man  to  fifteen 
tons,  equal  to  6.666  men. 

Question  ISto.  Does  the  consumption  of  cotton 
in  the  American  manufactories  dimmish  the  price 
of  what  is  exported  to  Europe;  in  other  words, are 
or  can  the  fruits  of  cotton  manu&etories  be  inju- 
rious to  those  who  raise  this  article? 

Answer.  Th«  consumption  of  cotton  at  home 


increases  the  price  to  the  growers.  The  demuj 
in  this  market  for  home  consumption  is  gatenUf 
considered  to  keep  the  price  from  one  to  two  em 
per  pound  higher  than  it  would  otherwise  be. 

Question  13th.  Geoerally8peakiDg,doyoathiiik 
there  would  be  as  much  emiMoyment  for  oui  thip- 
piog  and  seamen  in  the  tranqwrtation  of  nw  no- 
terials  and  mann&ctnrea  coastwise  ai  ia  ika 
exportation  and  tmportatun?  ThismiMtkn- 
derstood  as  applying  generally  to  outuliclaef 
consumption. 

Answer.  The  kind  of  foreign  trade  benmad 
employs  more  tonnage,  and  probaU;  moit  a- 
men,  than  the  coasting  trs^e  would,  in  eicbiBgiDf 
the  same  amount  of  articles. 

Question  14[b.  Except  cotton,  how  modi  t«- 
nage  is  employed  in  the  traDsportatioa  tootkr 
countries  of  the  raw  material  of  the  msDii&eiin 
which  we  import  ? 

Answer.  We  know  of  no  raw  material,  of 
magnitude,  excepting  cotton,  the  prodnetioo  of 
this  country,  which  is  exported,  andrtiDnolii 
a  manufactured  state. 

Question  15th.  State  your  opiQioaoftbept^ 
able  operation  of  this  bill  on  commeice;  Unjt 
rioos,  point  out,  specifically,  the  obieetioni  Wou 
it  decrease  our  tonnage  or  number  of  man! 
Would  it  diminish  the  price  of  any  o{mv6M 
of  export?  If  so,  state  of  what  Ittkeptittif 
these  articles,  and  their  demand  abroad,  r^liH' 
by  the  wants  of  other  nations,  or  by  the  mxaiii 
manufactures  we  receive  in  exebaiigel  SiiieiHi 
only  your  opinion,  but  experiettcefaDdilieitt£ir- 
mation  of  others  that  is  to  be  rdied  upon,  if  n 
general  revision  of  the  tariff  should  bepnqxm 

Answer.  We  think,  generally,  it  wili  noi  it 
prejudicial  to  commerce ;  it  would  not  ^niua 
the  value  of  any  article  of  domestic  produce  a- 
ported;  the  price  of  our  articles alffoad, indue 
demand  for  them,  is  r^fulated  by  the  vubd 
other  nation.*!,  and  not  by  what  we  in  retanR- 
ceive  for  them. 

Question  16th.  State  the  articles  on  wUekM 
additional  duty  m^ht  be  laid  for  the  pupoM  a 
revenue,  without  injury  to  commerce,  ana « 
amount  of  soch  additional  duty.  , 

Answer.  The  following  articles  may  benw 
from  their  present  rate  ofduty  to  that  anna«» 
each  article,  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  aodwtMlt 
not  diminish  the  importation  or  consumplioa^ 

Linen  goods  to  25  per  cent 

Silk  goods  manufactured  in  China  and  ow 
places  Iwyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  »  P 
cent. 

Silk  goods  from  France  and  other  plaGCt,a- 
cept  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  25 P*?* 

AH  staple  and  lancy  hardwares  under  S^F^ 
cent,  to  be  raised  25  per  cent. 

China  and  earthen  wares,  35  per  cent 

Ale  and  porter,  in  bottles  or  casks,  25c«iti|» 

gallon. 

Almonds,  4  cmts  per  pound. 
Cassia,  from  China,  10  cents  per  pound- 
Cocoa,  3  cents  per  pound. 
Coffee,  6  cents  per  pound. 
Cotton,  6  cents  per  pound. 
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Hnn|>,  92  pir  cwt 

Irao,  ia  ^igi,  75  cents  per  cwt. 

Iron  wtitm,  $1  50  per  ewL 

Sewing  siU»  Uid  twists,  of  silk  and  worsted, 
91  50  per  pound. 

Nutm^,  75  cents  per  pound. 

Cigars,  9^  per  tbouauid. 

Linseed  oil,  35  oails  per  gdton. 

Blankets,  25  per  cent. 

Bombazetts  and  stuff  goods,  25  per  cent. 

Worsted  and  cotton  bosiery^  25  per  cent. 

Buttons  of  all  kinds,  and  moulds,  35  per  cent. 

Lace  goods,  15  per  cent. 

Clocks  and  time-pieces, -35  per  cent. 

Question  17th.  Hare  you  any  reason  to  belieTe, 
that  from  the  1st  March,  1815,  to  the  1st  July, 
18i6w  there  was  more  smuggling  than  at  any  former 
n-snbseqiient period?  Ifso, state  them  specifically. 

Antmr.  It  is  not  believed  that  smuggling  of 
my  coDsniiience  is  carried  on  dow,  or  was  at  any 
other  period  anee  the  restrictive  measures,  and 
then  the  places  were  mostly  confined  to  the  east- 
ern lines,  and  along  the  rirer  St.  Lawraice.  From 
the  1st  March,  1815,  to  1st  July,  1816,  goods  com- 
manded a  ready  and  profitable  sale;  therefore  the 
inducement  was  less.  The  evils  of  the  auction  sys- 
tem can  here  be  introduced  with  much  propriety, 
LS  through  that  channel  almost  all  the  smug- 
Ipled  goo&  introduced  during  the  restrictive  meas- 
ures were  scattered.  It  was  well  understood  at  that 
:ime  that  the  amount  which  was  introduced  and 
lold  at  auctions  was  for  account  of  thesmug^lers; 
he  facility  to  spread  the  eoods  prevents  in  a  great 
l^ree  the  possibility  of  detection ;  the  auctioneer 
s  not  bound  to  ascertain  how  the  parties  came  by 
he  property,  whether  stolen  or  otherwise. 

Question  18th.  State  your  opinion  of  the  pro- 
■riety  of  the  following  regulations :  appraisers  to 
xatnine  each  package  imported ;  surveyor  of  the 
ort  to  examine  each  package  exported  for  draw- 
ack ;  whoierer  a  manifest  is  required  by  the  ex- 
iting law  to  be  verified  before  the  American  Con- 
til  at  the  place  of  exportation,  all  goods  to  be 
Qtered  in  a  ouinifest  of  the  place  of  export,  (same 
B  in  the  coasting  trade,)  to  be  verified  before  the 
Linerican  Consi^  if  any ;  if  none,  before  the  col- 
!Ctor,  or  other  omcer  having  the  superintendence 
f  the  customs. 
Answer.  Collectors  should  be  instructed  to  de- 
gnate  particularly  the  packages  to  be  sent  to  the 
ublic  store  from  each  invoice,  for  examination. 
:  would  be  well  if  it  were  the  surveyor's  duty  to 
camine  evoy  packue  exported  for  drawback, 
diiestion  Idth.  W^t  is  the  value  of  «  full  cargo 
*  woollen  and  eottra  goods  assorted  for  onr  mar- 
it  ;  of  silks  and  linens  from  Burope ;  of  silks  and 
mkeens  from  Chinaj  of  cotton  and  muslinahawls 
3tn  Calcutta;  of  glassware  and  crates  from  Eu- 
pe? 

Anawer.  This  question  can  only  be  answered 
Application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
applying  at  the  castom-house. 
Q^uestioo  20th.  What  number  of  vessels  are  em- 
yyed  in  the  direct  trade  with  Bngland(8ay  Amer- 
la  vessels)  from  the  port  of  New  York,  and  the 
ual  aumber  of  seamen  in  each  ? 


■Mwta^hchtini. 


Answer.  We  refer  yoa  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasory ;  we  are  noaUe  to  answer  it. 

CASH  PATMUf T  BlLL. 

Question  1st.  Should  there  be  any  reduction  oi 
the  present  credits? 
Answer.  Yea. 

duestion  2d.  If  any,  state  what.  Examine  the 
bill  of  last  session.  There  are  three  parts  to  this 
bUl. 

1.  The  abolition  of  credits  on  deponte,  for  six 
months,  on  some  articles,  and  diminishing  them 
on  othm. 

2.  New  system  of  drawbacks. 

3.  The  deposite,  tUl  payment  of  duties. 
Point  out  the  alterations  under  each  item. 
Question  3d.  What,  in  your  opinion,  will  be  the 

effect  of  such  a  system  as  is  proposed  by  this  bill 
on  the  general  commerce  of  this  country  t 

Question  4th.  How  will  it  affect  the  commerce 
in  the  hands  of  the  American  merchant  ? 

Answer  to  3d,  3d,  and  4th  qnestions.  A  reduc- 
tion of  credits  on  goods  to  three  and  six  monthS| 
with  increased  caution  in  taking  the  bonds  at  the 
custom-housej  would  have  on  the  general  interests 
of  the  coontry  a  beneficial  effect }  we  believe  diat 
it  would  be  productive  of  much  ben^t  to  the 
Treasury,  and  likewise  to  the  mercantile  concerns 
of  the  country,  and  not  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
any  class  of  citizens,  not  even  excepting  those 
who  are  the  immediate  objects  of  the  munificence 
of  Government.  The  reduction  of  credits  would 
tend  greatly  to  discourage  importations  on  foreign 
account,  and  give  the  command  of  the  American 
markets  to  our  own  citizms^  and  it  would  also 
tend  greatly  to  check  speculauons. 

Question  5th.  Can  any  auction  bill  be  efficient 
with  the  present  credits?  What  is,  in  your  opia- 
ion,  tbe  difference  between  the  expenses  of^  an 
American  merchant  resident  in  New  York,  who 
sells  9100,000  a  year,  and  a  foreign  consignor  who 
ships  them  to  an  agent  in  New  York,  say  an  auc- 
tioneer ? 

Answer.  A  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  sales  at 
auction  would  be  efficient,  without  any  alteration 
in  credits ;  but  should  an  alteration  oe  made  by 
reducing  the  credits,  the  effect  of  that  act,  without 
tbe  duty  on  auction  sales,  would  be  offering  a  pre* 
mium  or  bounty  on  the  capital  of  the  auctioneer, 
and  thereby  add  to  the  existing  evil.  After  care- 
fully estimating  the  difference  in  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  sale  of  $100,000  made  by  an  auction- 
eer for  aecouat  of  a  foreign  consignor,  and  the 
same  amonnt  sold  by  an  American  merchant  at 
private  sale,  our  opinion  is,  that  the  foreign  con- 
signor has  tne  adranUige  over  the  American  mer- 
chant from  71  to  10  per  cent 

Qaestion  6tn.  What  is  the  average  difference  in 
tbequalitir  of  am$iffned  and  ordar  goods?  What 
diff»ence  in  measurement? 

Answer.  The  difference  in  quality  of  goods  con- 
signed or  ordered  for  auction,  and  those  ordered 
by  the  regular  merchant  of  character,  taking  the 
difference  of  quality  and  measurement  into  esti- 
mation, a  less  sum  than  7^  to  10  per  cent,  cannot 
be  nanwd ;  it  is  often  much  more  than  that. 
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Quotum  7th.  If  you  think  the  biU  ctf  laat  ses- 
sion goes  too  fw,  what  would  yea  say  to  the  old 

credits  of  the  year  1790? 
West  Indies,  four  months. 
Madeira  wine,  twelve  months. 
Teas  from  Chjna,  twelvemonths. 
All  other,  six  months. 

Antw«r.  As  it  respects  the  payment  in  cash  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  duties,  there  exiets  a  great 
variety  of  opinions ;  many  are  for  cash  payments, 
manjr  for  reauoing  the  credits,  and  many  lor  their 
rtmaiaing  as  they  now  are.  Our  opinion  is,  that 
cash  paymmts  would  be  inexpedirot,  as  an  entire 
new  system  in  drawbacks  and  collection  of  the 
duties  must  be  adopted,  which  would  create  great 
difficidtyi  and  would  be  extremdy  embarrassing 
ta  the  merchant.  By  shortening  the  credits,  the 
present  system  of  collecting  might  be  continued, 
and  the  effect  would  be  that  Government  would 
teae  nothing  compared  with  what  they  have  lost 
by  the  long  credits  now  given.  It  Would  have 
the  further  effect  of  reducing  the  general  and  per- 
nicious bvstem  of  long  credits  among  merehantt*, 
which  all  practical  ooramercial  men  admit  to  be 
necessary,  to  place  business  upon  a  sure  and  solid 
basis. 

We  see  no  propriety  in  making  a  distinction  in 
credits  on  goods  from  different  countries.  Why 
should  the  merchant  engaged  in  the  Eaut  India 
trade,  who  is  the  OTergrown  camtalist,  have  the 
extended  credit  of  twdTe  latmtns  on  his  duties, 
the  amount  of  which  on  one  cargo  furnishes  nearly 
a  sufficient  capital  for  comideting  another  voyage, 
before  his  bonds  are  oayabie?  His  goods  import- 
ed are  generally  of  the  most  ready  sale,  and  con- 
sidered almost  a  circulating  medium}  his  sales 
are  through  the  auctioneer,  for  cash  or  approved 
paper,  which  he  anticipates  without  any  difficulty. 

Madeira  wines  are  mostly  imported  by  our  weal- 
thy merchants. 

We  therefore  recommoid  that  the  credits  on  du- 
ties be  reduced  to  three  and  six  mtmths  from  every 
quarter  of  the  world. 

Question  8th.  Would  a  diminution  of  credits 
tend  to  throw  too  great  a  proportion  of  our  for- 
apk  commerce  into  the  hands  of  capitalists?  Dis- 
enminate  under  the  following  heads  the  kind  of 
trade  which  is  carried  on  by  men  small  and 
large  capital : 

finportations  from  the  East  Indies}  importa- 
tions from  Europe ;  importatioas  from  the  west 
Indies. 

State  the  average  value  of  a  cargo  from  Gao- 
ton,  of  silks,  teas,  nankeens,  china,  &c.;  from 
Calcutta,  oi  piece  goodc,  Ae. ;  from  East  Indies, 
of  mauds  of  pepper,  spices,  sugar,  coffee,  &c.; 
from  West  Indies,  of  rum,  sugar,  coffee,  molasses, 

Stmento,  and  fruit ;  from  Spanish  main,  of  wood, 
ye-stufiu,  hides,  &c. ;  from  Europe,  an  avera^ 
careofrom  England,  from  France,  from  the  Straits 
Mid  Levant,  and  from  other  parts  of  the  continent 
of  Europe. 

Of  the  above  cargoes,  which  sdl  at  the  shortest 
credit? 

Which  branch  of  the  above  trade  would  be 
most  affected  by  prompt  payment  of  dotiea? 


Which  have  afforded  the  greaieA  aul  Mrtn- 
tain  profits  1 

Which  is  carried  on  most  by  eiedit  is  pttft- 
tion  to  the  amount  of  importation— Satpas. 
East  or  West  Indian? 

By  credit  is  meant  not  only  puichsMs  dmfa 
credit,  but  loans  or  other  credit  at  hone. 

Answer.  In  the  present  state  of  zaatBmt,ui 
the  abundance  of  money  in  slraost  evrjn^ 
town  of  consequmce  in  tl»  eomntry,  vt  Mim 
that  the  effect  of  shortening  dieerediiaMB 
would  by  no  means  tend  to  give  Is^  ofiidie 
an  extraordinary  advantage  over  tiusenfmBet 
capital,  or  more  than  they  nowenjer;!!!^ 
reason  is  v^  obvious :  secmity  tbiut  k  pn 
for  the  payment  of  the  duties,  zai  apon  tbcas 
security,  tne  money  might  with  eqoal  h^it 
realized  from  the  banks  or  individuk  TW 
engaged  in  the  East  India  andCbina  tndciR 
generally  considered  the  greatest  cspilslisb. 
would  be  most  afi^ted  by  shoitmiDgthecndhi 
duties,  because  their  credits  for  dnties  are  hip 
than  on  importations  from  any  other  put  of  ik 

globe,  and  the  duties  bear  a  greater  pnfocQBiit 
te  actual  cost  Of  the  goods  than  fnatBjrMki 
quarter. 

Importations  from  Europe  eipeeisllywliii  ft 
tie  has  been  done  of  late  <m  AmericsQ  mMt 
not  confined  to  large  capitalists,  ud  tboK  fia 
the  West  lodiea  are  nu^yon  eomigiMfk 
foreign  account}  the  prodaetians  fm  Aei" 
are  s^d  on  the  uoxtcst  credit. 

The  other  inqniriea  can  only  be  unnriw 
official  deetiments  nod  records  of  Ae  tea- 
house. 

AUCnOlf  BlbL. 

Q.uestioo  1st  Whatalten^onaweoUkcinf^ 
in  the  auction  bill,  as  reported  kst  Wa»* 
amine  them  in  deteil. 

Answer.  An  alteration  would  bepmpni^ 
ing  auctioneers  to  pay  the  same  dnt^  n  " 
pnvate  sales  as  on  the  public  nies  whieb  f^*^ 
effect,  as  they  are  now  by  law  cfflDpellH  ton* 
the  State  of  New  York. 

Qwstion  ad.  Would  vou  recominend  4ea« 
duty  on  domestic  as  on  lorrign  aiddoa*'"' 
faotsre? 

Answer.  It  is  deemed  of  great  inportK*"?! 
the  duty  shotM  betheBameondottHtlcKii''^ 

eig^i  articles. 

Question  3d.  Should  then  be  a  disoiDuiiW 
in  the  duty  on  manufactttred  goodt,ud<iB^ 
are  ^enerslly  called  groceries,  as  sogV)  W)  *^ 
spirits,  wine,  and  drugs  ? 

Answer.  There  should  be  no  diffcreDCf  twj" 
the  duty  on  groceries  and  other  goods  m* 
auction.  ^ 

Question  4th.  Amount  of  aucUos  stksiH^ 
York? 

Answer.  The  proportion  of  goodc  sold 
tion  in  1820  was  greater  thui  in  aoy  p't'^ 
year.   The  amount  of  those  aale^  owini «' 
low  prices  of  floods,  mar  be  test  thia  >i>.j(*^ 
vious  years }  it  cannot  be  Ascertained  w  * 
nnal  return  of  the  OomptroIkT  of  Ae"* 
made,  in  FelHnary. 
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Question  5tfa.  Importations  on  foreign  acoouDt, 
for  1820,  compered  witli  those  on  American  7 

Answer.  From  information  and  inquiries,  which 
are  Heemed  satiBfoetory,  from  twindiirds  to  tlirec- 
foartfai  of  the  whole  quantity  ofgoo^s  iinported 
n  lEBO  from  Eait^  and  me  WeBl  indies  were 
imported  on  foreign  neeoobt.  From  Bnglantl, 
Seotfauid,  and  Irdand,  there  were  imported  of  dry 
goods  83,006  packages— 

Which  were  on  domestic  aceomit  -  -  4,933 
On  foreign  aeooant      .      .      -      -  1S,674 

Total   83,806 


OBJECTIONS  TO  AN  INCREASE  OF  DITTIES 
ON  IMPORTS. 

^Commaniested  to  the  HooM,  Febmsiy  S,  1881.] 
3lif  r.  FoBRBBT,  from  the  Gcmimittee  on  Agricul- 
ture, to  whom  WBs  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
del^acea  of  the  United  Agricultural  Societies  of 
Prinoe  Oeo^^  Strasex,  Surry,  Petersburg,  Bruns- 
wick, Diawiddie,  and  iide  of  Wight,  haring  had 
the  same  under  consideratum,  made  the  following 
report: 

The  committee  consider  it  a  duty  which  they 
owe  to  the  object  of  their  institution,  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  subjects  referred  to  in  the  memo- 
rial, to  the  character  of  the  memorialists  them- 
selves, and  to  the  threatened  interests  of  agricul- 
ture, to  present  a  full,  candid,  and  impartiafstate- 
ment  of  the  views  which  tliey  entertain  of  the 
policy  of  increasing  the  daties  established  by  the 
present  tariff. 

Believing,  as  they  doj  that  the  agrieuliurista,  as 
the  meet  irainmMS  portmn  of  the  community,  are 
more  deeply  interested  than  any  other  class  m  the 
decision  of  this  question,  and  tluit  they  must  neccs- 
rarily  eontfame  to  he  so  for  many  ages  to  come, 
thef  coneeiTe  that  no  apolo^  will  be  required  if 
they  enttir  somewhat  at  leogUk  into  the  ioTeatiga- 
tioD  of  those  minciples  which  the  policy  involres. 
Nor  will  suen  a  coarse  be  deemed  inc(»npBtible 
with  the  object  for  which  the  committee  was 
ori^nally  created,  which  they  suppose  was  not  so 
much  to  devise  and  propose  plans  for  the  positive 
encouragement  of  agriculture,  as,  by  a  vwilant 
exercise  of  their  functions,  to  gaxti  its  pMitieal 
interests  from  encroachment. 

The  committee  regard  the  question  presented  by 
the  proposed  tariff  as  one  of  the  most  important 
that  has  ever  been  offered  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress.  Important,  however,  as  this  qoestion 
is,  -when  considered  m  referenoe  to  the  change 
■which  any  fbrther  restrictions  on  trade  must  pro- 
doce  in  our  foreign  rdations,  it  is  yet  more  iippor- 
Cant  when  viewed  in  reference  to  those  whieti  it 
would  ^ct  in  the  subsisting  relations  of  the  seve- 
ral classes  of  the  community ;  for,  eren  if  the  favor- 
ite  though  impracticable  and  useless  object  of  the 
friends  of  the  restrictive  system  could  be  realized— 
that  of  raudng  the  prices  of  all  eonunoditics,  al- 


though it  would  then  no  longer  be  a  question  as  to 
the  degree  of  intercourse  we  should  maintain  with 
other  countries,  but  there  would  be  no  intercourse 
at  all — for  commerce  never  goes  in  quest  of  dear 
commodities — and  the  sources  of  wealth,  intelli- 
gence, and  improvement,  derivaUe  from  an  inter- 
course  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  would  be  entirely 
destroyed ;  yet  this  evil,  ^eat  as  it  is,  would  be 
inconnderable  in  comparison  with  those  which 
the  system  would  produce  on  our  domestse  pros- 
perity and  faapjNness  j  in  other  words,  its  finaneial 
would  be  Ins  mjnrions  than  its  political  conse- 
quences. 

There  are  obviously  twoleadit^  points  of  view  in 
which  this,  a»(  well  as  other  restrictive  systems,  may 
be  considered — its  effect  to  increase  or  diminish  the 
aatiooal  vraalth.  and  its  tendency  to  promote  lode- 
peodence  and  happinesis.  These  views,  though 
necessarily^  in  some  degree,  blended  with  each 
other,  are,  m  many  important  particulars,  distinct. 
But,  before  the  committee  enter  into  an  examinar 
tion  uf  the  system,  Aey  will  notice  briefly  some 
of  the  argunuttts  whicfa  hare  been  employed  to 
recommend  it,  which  they  bdiere  hare  only  an  in- 
cidental and  collateral  connexion  with  the  subject, 
but  which  have  been  so  much  relied  on  1^  the 
advocates  of  the  system  that  they  cannot  with  pro- 
priety be  overlooked. 

Among  the  most  prominent  of  these  is  the  argu- 
ment derived  from  the  productive  power  of  manu- 
Picturing  in  comparison  with  agricultural  and 
commercial  industry,  and  the  inducements  which 
the  quick  returns  of  the  home  trade,  the  relative  in- 
crease of  population  in  Europe  and  America,  the 
local  advantages  we  possess,  in  having  at  our  com- 
mand all  the  chief  materials  for  manufacturing, 
the  obstacles  which  the  restrictions  other  nations 
oppose  to  an  intercourse  with  them,  and  many 
other  propitious  circumstances,  hold  out  to  the 
capitalist  to  embark  in  manujactures.  It  will  not 
now  be  attempted  to  claim  any  pre-eminence  for 
ajpicnltnre  and  commerce  over  manufactures,  or 
for  (me  kind  of  trade  over  another.  The  latest 
and  most  jndicious  speculations  on  this  subject 
tend  to  show  that  if  there  be  any  difference  at  alL 
it  is  much  less  than  has  been  imagined ;  but  it  will 
merely  be  observed  that  all  those  arguments  which 
go  to  show  the  favoralde  circumstances  under 
which  manufactures  may  be  commenced,  and  the 
disadvantages  under  which  they  must  be  procured 
from  abroad,  so  far  from  being  auxiliary  to  the 
system,  tend  directly  to  impeach  it;  for  the  ques- 
tion is,  not  the  desirableness  of  manufactures,  but 
the  expediency  and  l^^ity  of  the  means  of  pro- 
moting them ;  whether,  in  order  to  establish  thein, 
we  must  not  part  with  something  still  more  den- 
raUe.  Now,  all  those  arguments  which  go  to  prore 
that  we  can  do  without  the  aid  of  the  law,  are 
arguments  against  the  interference  of  law.  Xf  the 
times  and  circumstances  have  a  natural  tendency 
to  promote  the  objects  desired,  why  shotdd  we 
seek  to  obtain  them  prematurdy,and  by  oppressive 
means  1  Such  arguments  are  undoubtedly  proper 
when  employed  to  persuade  the  capitalist  voluntft- 
rily  to  engage  in  manufactures ;  hut  they  are  a^ 
Kuatdy  prqxistaom  when  used  to  iiidtice  the 
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OoreraBKDt  to  asiiat  him,  by  taxing  the  rest  of 
the  commiinity. 

Another  fti^ment  has  been  founded  on  the  ne- 
cfssity  or  propriety  of  giving  relief  to  those  man- 
nfacturers  who  were  induced,  by  the  state  of  things 
growing  ont  of  the  late  war  and  the  measures  that 
preceded  it,  to  vest  their  capital  in  manufactures, 
and  who,  it  is  alleged,  hare  suffered  since  the 
return  of  peace  for  want  of  sufficient  protection. 
This  claim  is  not  considered  as  well  founded,  be- 
cause it  is  derived  from  the  asseverations  of  the 
manufacturers  themselves  that  those  persons  were 
generaUy  compell^,  in  consequence  of  their  heavy 
bnaes,  to  sdl  oat  their  establishments,  at  aconstd- 
emUe  aaeiifice,  so  that  their  present  propri^rs  must 
now  hold  them  under  extremely  advantageous  cir- 
eamslances,  and  the  proposed  r^ief  would  not  reach 
its  intended  olyects.  But,  independently  of  this, 
the  principle  itself  is  too  capacious  to  be  admissi- 
ble. It  amoaiits  to  this:  the  Government  is  bound 
to  indemnify  its  citizens  for  all  tosses  that  can  be 
remotely  connected  with  its  necessary  acts,  though 
they  have  been  jH'oduced  chiefly  by  their  own  vol- 
untary agency.  Such  a  principle  would  furnish 
just  as  good  a  claim  for  relief  to  the  farmer  and 
m«t:hant  as  to  the  manufacturer.  The  diminish- 
ed price  of  agricultural  produce  during  the  war 
would  be  as  good  a  reason  for  relieving  the  agri- 
culturist, as  the  diminished  price  of  manufactured 

firoduce  on  the  return  of  peace  would  be  for  re- 
ieving  the  manufacturer.  Even,  therefore,  if  it 
could  oe  made  to  appear  that  an  improvident  spirit 
of  speculation  had  no  share  In  producing  the  dis- 
tress of  the  manufacturers,  that  tne  other  classes  of 
die  community  did  not  equally  iwrticipate  in  them, 
and  that  relief  would  reach  the  true  sufferers,  it 
would  be  inexpedient  to  grant  it,  to  say  nothing  at 
this  time  of  the  right  of  the  Ooverament  thus  to 
relieve  one  class  by  taking  the  means  from  another. 

An  argument  which  is  not  deemed  by  the 
committee  as  material  in  the  investigation  of  this 
question,  but  which  has  been  perhaps  more  uni- 
versally relied  on  than  almost  any  other,  is  this : 
that  it  is  admitted  that  the  system  of  free  trade 
would  be  the  best,  provided  other  nations  would 
pursue  it;  hut  it  is  said,  if  they  wilt  not  buy  of  us, 
so  neither  should  we  buy  of  them,  but  should 
meet  regulation  hr  rwulatioo,  restriction  by  re- 
striction. It  is  diffleult  to  say  whether  this  argu- 
ment is  addressed  to  our  interest  or  to  our  honor, 
orwhetheritisaddressed  to  either ;  for  it  is  neither 
proposed,  by  the  adoption  of  the  restrictive  system ; 
on  our  part,  to  compel  foreign  nations  to  abandon 
it,  nor  ts  it  proposed  to  retaliate  their  injuries,  with 
a  view  of  punishing  them  for  their  8llu;ed  offence. 
Indeed,  so  far  from  its  being  contemputed  by  the 
manufacturers  to  coerce  omer  nations  to  relin- 
quish their  restrictions,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted 
that  such  an  event  would  occasion  great  regret 
because  it  would  take  away  one  of  the  principal 
arguments  on  which  thev  have  relied  for  the  adop- 
tion of  their  policy,  whilst  other  considerations 
which  recommend  it  to  them  would  remain.  But 
in  whatever  the  advice  "not  to  buy  of  foreigners 
unless  they  wilt  buy  of  us"  may  have  originated, 
it  is  evidently  worse  than  useless.  How  is  it  pos- 


sible that  we  should  boy  of  them  unless  tkejli 
of  us  7  The  very  word  "  buy,"  imtdies  tbai  so 
thing  is  given  in  exchange  for  tut  whkk  is  i 
ceived ;  and  what  is  giving  in  exchange  bal  ""k 
ing?"  That  foreigoo^do  not  admit  our  pnajn 
on  the  same  terms  that  we  admit  their!, doeo 
render  it  less  true,  that  in  our  intemnnr  n 
them  there  is  a  complete  exchange  of  (qiunki 
Undoubtedly  the  foreign  system  is  injtunBioii 
and  it  is  certainly  not  less  so  to  tbemsdrs.  Km 
retaliatory  measure  on  either  side  iajurnbai,im 
less  it  has  the  effect  of  making  the  oiliafiit| 
recede,  and  even  thai  the  injury  suflntd  tj  ib 
retaliating  party  is  notnecessuilyeonntBuue 
by  the  good  recrived :  but  to  adopt  iMiiiw 
with  any  other  view  than  to  force  otier  biu 
to  abandon  them,  is  a  course  for  wbidi  so  tf^4 
can  be  offered.  As  long  as  capital  continiMjia 
employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  it  can  oDl^btM 
cause  It  is  more  profitably  em^oved  than  iiod 
be  if  it  were  withdrawn.  It  woufdbeT«Tiaivj 
because  a  portion  of  our  capital  is  doi  sowni 
tageously  employed  as  it  might  be  undtr  |iosi 
circumstances,  to  make  it  less  so  than  it  b  J 
cause  we  cannot  make  things  beti«',  to  miittie 
worse.  Besides,  the  refusal  of  fordpimioii 
ceive  our  raw  produce  is  to  the  iDjarrorilieifi 
culturist,  not  of  the  manufacturer.  The  olgK^' 
the  system,  therefore,  should  be  to  rediMB 

gievances  of  the  former,  not  those  of  tie  li* 
ut  the  agriculturist  declares  thatbedoetfB 
the  assistance  of  the  Qov«-nment;  tbi  iUkh 
quires  is  to  be  let  atone ;  and  that  it  u  imm 
unjust  to  make  an  actual  grievance  tk 
for  imposing  on  him  additional  battel  Tin 
appears  to  be  less  excuse  for  this  syanM* 
score  of  honor  than  on  that  of  interei;  fii » 
appeal  to  honor  is  one  of  the  favorite  iopio«™ 
friends  of  restriction.   National  honor  uhnw" 
made  to  usurp  the  empire  of  reason  *'^}^ 
and  to  decide  controversies  where  it  hajiK)j<"^ 
tion ;  and  on  no  occasion  have  its  just  ptnoS*"^ 
been  more  prostituted  and  abused  than  vbo  iiw 
been  made  to  extend  over  the  pw""". . 
and  commerce^  which,  though  toey  s'"*?'^'*^ 
be  guided  by  individual  honor,  and  '"'r'^ 
onlv  be  sustained  by  a  strict  adherence  to 
ciples,  renounce  all  other  authority  J"!^ 
interest  in  questions  of  their  exteot  ordiR^ 
When  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  reallr  i>"»|: 
the  a^culturists  will  be  among  the  last  u  iv 
don  It.  National,  like  individual  honor, » 
averse  to  interest,  but  is  identified  witli  it  J 
tional,  like  individual  honor,  ia  repuBUoC' ^ 
reputation  is  power;  it  is  safety  in  p«"  . 
strength  in  war.   But  when  the  honor  of 
vidpal  or  a  nation  is  assailed,  it  is  by  the 
of  some  indisputable  right  which  auttiomn|^ 
assailed  party  to  demand  redress,  and  " 
rendered  to  punish  the  assailant.  ^"'Z*?,* 
pretended  ibat  any  indisputable  <''S'''PV^ 
tion  would  be  violated  by  the  refusal  of  6^ 
to  receive  our  surplus  produce?  t"'" 
doubted  right  of  every  nation  to  *^^^fi 
municipal  regulations  it  believa  ^^^^^  it 
own  internal  administration  1  As  vm'r 
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be  said  that  aa  indiridual  would  compromise  his 
honor  by  agreeing  to  purchase  an  article  of  his 
neighbor^  because  this  neighbor  refused  to  receive 
that  which  he  produced  in  return,  but  required 
him  fint  to  commate  it  into  monejr.  Honor  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  matter;  it  is  r^olated,  as 
it  ought  to  be,  solelr  by  coareDience.  But  it  must 
be  again  repeated  that  it  is  incorrect,  in  point  of 
fact,  to  say  that  foreigners  do  not  purchase  of  us 
to  the  same  extent  that  we  purchase  of  them,  be- 
cause it  is  impossible.  "  There  can  be  no  buying 
without  an  equal  selling."  If  we  have  had  occa- 
sionally to  pay  them  a  balance  in  money,  it  is  no 
more  than  they  have  often  had  to  do  to  us ;  and  if 
it  always  happened  that  we  had  to  pay  some  na- 
tions a  balance  in  money,  it  would  not  alter  the 
case ;  for,  before  we  can  purchase  the  products  of 
any  nation  with  money,  we  must  preriously  have 
purchased  that  money  of  other  nations  with  our 
products,  Our  most  invaluable  trade  with  the 
Kant  Indies  is  entirely  carried  on  with  money. 

Another  argtmient  has  been  founded  on  the  en- 
couragement which  it  is  alleged  has  been  given  by 
CoDgress  to  agricolture  and  commerce,  and  which, 
it  is  urged,  affords  an  equitable  daim  for  en- 
couragement to  mannfaetures.  It  wiU  hardly  be 
asserted  that  agriculture  and  eommeree  bare  re- 
ceived greater  aids  from  Government  than  mana- 
fectures.  With  respect  to  agriculture,  it  is  not 
admitted  that  Gtovernment  has  rendered  it  any 
serv  ice  whatever ;  and  it  is  moreover  believed  that 
it  cannot  render  it  any  service,  unless  it  be  to  re- 
move the  restrictions  which  oppress  it.  With  re- 
gard to  commerce,  it  is  alleged  that  it  has  been 
encouraged  in  two  ways — by  a  navy,  and  by  a 
system  of  commercial  regulations.  It  is  appre- 
hended thai  the  true  and  legitimate  purpose  of  a 
navy  is  the  national  defence;  but  if  the  navy  can 
be  considered,  in  any  degree,  as  intended  to  protect 
commerce,  it  is  evidently  intended  to  protect  it, 
not  against  competition,  bat  against  riolence ;  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  nary,  and  die  army 
too,  would  be  employed  to  protect  manufiietures, 
if  they  were  aasailed  by  ru>leiiee.  Even  in  Uiis 
point  of  view,  it  is  not  believed  to  be  the  true  policy 
of  this  nation  to  create  an  immense  overgrown 
navy  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  distant 
seas,  but  to  confine  it  to  such  limits,  when  it  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  attained  them,  as  is  compatible 
with  the  national  defence.  Whether  those  regu- 
lations and  acts  w«e  intended  to  encoursge  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  ihe  country  involve 
a  departure  from  the  maxims  of  letting  things 
alone,  and  of  not  taxing  one  class  for  the  support  of 
another,  the  committee  are  not  called  on  now  to 
decide ;  but,  passing  over  the  argument  for  the  nav- 
igation laws,  that  they  were  intended  to  be  snb- 
fwrvieat  to  national  defence,  by  creating  a  nursery 
for  our  seamen,  and  r»arding  them  purely  as  com- 
mprcial  regulations,  the  encouragement  they  are 
dHKigued  to  afibrd  to  commerce  and  navigation 
diff  T.<s  both  in  nature  and  degree^  from  that  which 
has  been  already  given,  and  which  it  is  proposed 
itttll  further  to  extend  to  manufactures.  A  nation 
adopting  a  restrictive  system,  with  a  view  of  co- 
erciag  another  nation  to  abandon  it,  ia  my  difibi^ 


ent  from  its  adopting  it  as  a  permanent  part  of  its 
policy,  under  the  delusive  idea  of  promoting  na- 
tional wealth  and  independence.  It  proposes'only 
to  forego  present  for  the  sake  of  future  and  greater 
advantages.  Undoubtedly,  even  in  this  case,  it 
should  he  certain  that  the  means  selected  will  in- 
sure saeeess;  that  success  will  pay  for  the  sacri- 
fices made  to  obtain  it ;  and  that  it  can  be  obtained 
in  no  better  way.  How  &r  the  navigation  laws 
will  fulfil  these  conditions,  time  will  fully  deci^. 

It  has  also  been  uived,  that  when  a  nation  has 
peculiar  advantages  for  parUenlar  mannlactures, 
and  is  ripe  for  them  in  every  respect  bat  that  of 
skill,  the  Government  should  afford  such  protec- 
tion as  will  procure  that  skill.  The  propriety  of 
the  proposed  tariff  does  not  depend  on  the  truth  of 
this  position ;  for,  in  the  production  of  many  of  the 
articles  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  du- 
ties, we  already  equal  other  nations  in  skill,  and, 
in  others,  the  duties  are  more  than  sufficient  to 
obtain  it.  But^  it  is  asked,  where  is  the  i»opriety 
of  the  distinction  which  would  make  the  nation 
pay  for  a  deficiency  in  skill  more  than  in  any  thing 
else  ?  The  only  ground  on  which  any  one  would 
think  of  justifying  the  policy  which  would  make 
either  an  individual  or  a  nation  the  purchasnr  of 
this  skill,  or  of  any  other  requisite,  would  be,  that 
the  temporary  loss  occasioned  by  the  purchase 
would  be  repaid  when  it  was  completdy  acquired. 
But  does  this  prove  that  the  nation  should  be  the 
purchaser  ?  Is  it  not  more  consistent  with  justice 
that  the  capitalist,  who  is  to  derive  the  benefit  of 
the  acquisition,  should  make  the  sacrifices  neces- 
sary to  obtain  it  7  If  his  capital  is  insofficient, 
the  nation  might  as  well  be  expected  to  supply  that, 
as  to  supply  the  skill  it  employs. 

The  foregoing  are  some  of  the  principal  argu- 
ments which  have  been  resorted  to  in  support  of 
the  manafacturing  system,  and  which  the  com- 
mittee think  have  little  to  do  with  the  real  merits 
of  the  question.  It  is  not  a  complete  enumeratioB 
of  all  of  that  description,  and  it  is  hoped  that  no 
excuse  is  necessary  for  not  attempting  to  achiere 
such  an  enumeration.  They  di«efore  approach, 
with  satisfaction,  what  they  consider  as  the  true 
question  involved  in  the  proposed  alteration  of  the 
tariff;  namely,  will  the  national  wealth  be  aug- 
mented or  diminished ;  and,  if  it  will  be  dimin- 
ished, are  there  any  advantages  which  will  com- 
pensate for  thesacrifice?  And  they  will  undertake 
to  show,  not  only  that  the  necessary  effect  of  such 
an  alteration  is  to  diminish,  both  immediately  and 
ultimately,  the  nationiJ  wealth,  but  that,  so  far 
from  there  being  any  compensatory  circumstances, 
it  is  even  more  objectionable  in  other  points  of 
view  than  as  a  question  of  loss  or  gain ;  and  that 
the  distribution  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  which 
it  wUl  effect  will  be  more  iojurioas  than  the  dimi- 
nution. 

The  conmitlee  have  endeavored  to  divest  the 
ftubject  of  all  extraneous  considerations,  with  a 
view  of  giving  to  their  ai|;uments  a  greater  degree 
of  precision ;  and  they  conceive  that,  if  the  posi- 
tions they  have  assumed  can  be  clearly  established, 
by  a  fair  deduction  from  the  most  iodisputaUe 
principles,  they  will  aare  themtelres  the  necessity 
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of  replying  in  detail  to  a  multipUctty  of  irrelevant 
anuoients  which  have  been  employed  in  defence 
ofthe restrictive  system.  • 

The  first  view  of  the  sabject,  that  which  relates 
to  the  natioDal  wealth,  presents  a  question  strictly 
of  political  economy.  The  second,  that  connected 
with  oar  indepeodence  and  happiness,  is  partly  a 
qneslion  of  political  economy,  and  partly  one  of 
general  policy.  The  committee  will  not,  at  the 
expense  of  {irecision  and  forcej  encumber  their 
arguments  with  numerous  statistical  facts  and 
arithmetical  calculations.  Sach  calculations  odea 
hare  a  tmdencT  to  mislead  instead  of  to  instruct ; 
and  the  facts  which  are  best  established  have,  af- 
ter all,  to  be  explained  by  the  apidicalion  of  gen- 
mi  prineiplea.  It  ia  pi»«minenll]r  the  case  in  the 
contravaqr  between  the  nuraufaetorers  and  th«r 
opponents,  that  the  ddtfv  which  they  hare  roiwct- 
irely  relied  on  for  the  fopoort  or  their  opinions 
have  always  faeea  eonaideiea,  by  the  opposite  pu- 

S,  cithn  as  proving  nothtog,  or  as  proviog  directly 
9  rercrse  u  what  was  intoided.  This  cauonly 
he  accounted  fear  by  the  suppoaitini,  that  the  gen- 
tnl  principles  of  one  or  the  other  party,  which 
they  a.pply  to  the  explanation  of  these  data,  are 
erroneous.  It  will  he  attempted  to  show  that  the 
principles  on  which  the  restrictive  system  is  op- 
posed are  not  liable  to  this  charge;  and  that  the 
aoondest  and  most  iDcontroverUble  maxims  of  po- 
litical economy — maxims  derived  from  the  impar- 
tial observation  of  facts,  from  accurate  analysis, 
and  from  long  and  diversified  experience — ^warrant 
Ais  oppoiiiion  in  its  greatest  extent.  They  are 
«wue  mat  those  who  appeal  to  general  principles 
i«nd«r  themselves  liable  to  the  charge  of  theory. 
1^  those  who  lay  claim  to  ezcluiire  practical 
kaowledj^ ;  and,  as  there  has  heea  a  good  deal  of 
nomeaniDg  declamation  against  the  exponents  of 
die  maminctniing  system  on  this  common-place, 
they  will  very  briefly  examine  its  justice.  The- 
ory is  not  the  opposite  of  experience,  for  it  may 
be  strictly  deduced  from  experience.  It  is  noth- 
ing more  than  a  system  of  general  rules,  found- 
ed OD  the  observation  of  particular  facts,  or  it 
is  such  a  system  founded  on  hypothesis.  In  the 
one  case  it  is  true — in  the  other  it  is  generally 
false.  But  this  character  of  truth  or  falsehood  u 
not  peculiar  to  theory ;  it  belongs  equally  to  prac- 
tice. Practice  may  be  true  or  fnae ;  that  is,  it  may 
he  aoond  or  onsotmd,  good  or  bad ;  but  aU  good 
inaetice  most  be  founded  on  true  theory.  It  is  not 
enongh,  then^  to  say  that  an  opinion  or  a  qrstem 
as  a  theory ;  it  must  be  proved  that  tt  is  a  fhhe 
theory }  that  it  is  not  the  rigorous  result  of  an  at- 
tentive examination  of  facts.  And,  in  attempting 
to  prove  it,  it  will  not  suffice  to  oppose  to  it  a  sin- 
gle repugnant  fact  or  doubtful  experiment,  or  even 
many  such  facts  and  experiments,  without  show- 
ing in  what  respects  they  are  incompatible  with 
the  theory — where  the  error  lies — in  what  its  false- 
hood coQiitstB.  The  committee  must,  however,  be 
permitted  to  observe,  that  the  charge  of  tl^ny 
comes  with  but  little  propriety  from  the  manufac- 
turers. Their  no.tions  of  a  home  market,  balance 
of  trade,  national  industry,  and  their  doctrines 
generally,  involve  theories  which  are  not  only  not 


foimded  in  &ets,  or  even  planaibie  hypotbcais,  k 
are  in  direct  opposition  to  all  experience.  Bih  u 
come  at  once  to  the  sutgect. 

The  first  poeition  that  it  will  be  atienpied  -j 
prove  is,  that  the  nceessary  efiect  of  an  increaic  d 
duties  is  to  diminish,  both  immediately  and  ill- 
mately,  the  amount  of  i^tional  wesdch.  The  k&i 
however,  of  the  nation,  the  loss  of  those  who  ps; 
the  duties,  and  the  gain  of  those  who  receive  ihtw 
do  not  always  correspond,  but  vary  with  particBis: 
circumstances.  In  what  manner  this  b«  an^ 
gain  are  distributed  in  society  will  be  bssa  iUa»- 
t rated  by  an  example.  If,  for  instanee,  a  eam- 
muttity  of  four  persons  were  engaged  in  aa  occa- 
pation  which  enabled  them  to  reaUze  aix  per  ecu 
on  aanal  capitals,  and  three  of  them  wen  togire 
the  fourth  wie  per  cent.,  or  one-third  of  oue  fa 
cent,  each,  to  enable  him  to  carrjr  on  an  cBple*^ 
ment  in  which,  unassiMed.  he  conld  only  aihc 
fire  per  cent,  it  is  evident  that  the  loas  of  ue  cat 
tributora  would  be  one  per  cent.,  and  that  it  wosle 
be  exactly  the  loss  of  the  cooHBaaity,  whttst  ^ 

Sin  of  the  receiver  would  be  nothaa^ ;  and  odft 
Lt  part  of  his  profits  which  he  receiTed  from 
others  was  as  ^oduotively  employed  as  it  was  k 
them,  he  might  be  a  loser,  and  thus  still  foitte 
augment  theloss  of  the  community.    But  tkiit 
a  eaae  that  would  not  be  ajrt  to  occur.  Thefi»rd 
individual  must  have  something  more  than  vi 
per  cent.,  which  he  already  made,  to  induce  iis 
to  abaadw  his  old  occupation,  and  piuane  a  tm 
one—say  seven  p»  cent.  In  this  caae,  the  otii« 
would  have  to  |Miy  his  two-thirds  of  one  per  cni 
each.   It  h  obvious,  now,  that  the  loas    the  cta- 
tribtttors  would  be  two  per  eent.,  that  t^  gaia  a 
the  receiver  would  be  one  per  ceaL,  and  ttat  ii 
would  correspond  with  the  loss  of  the  eoranaaity. 
which  wmld  also  be  one  per  cent.,  or  the  4iSa- 
ence  between  the  productive  value  of  hia  old  aid 
new  employment   If  this  bounty  wen  girei  fc 
induce  an  individual  to  continue  an  oceapatioB  a 
which  he  was  already  engaged,  then,  alihGHi;& 
the  contributor  would  lose  all  he  paki,  and  the  r^ 
ceiver  would  gain  iC  the  community  woohl  ktc 
nothing,  as  there  would  only  be  a  tranter  of  weaJtii 
from  one  to  another.   This,  however,  wouU  not 
be  the  case  with  a  manufactwe  thus  contiaveti  bf 
a  bouDty.    There  would  be  an  immediate  Io^<k- 
casioned  by  the  increased  cost  of  conaompiioc 
nw  would  It  be  possible  to  make  one  employotfE' 
ao  much  more  iwofitable  than  another,  withoot « 
attraeting  capital  from  that  other;  and  ibiawodJ 
be  the  source  of  innamerabte  other  losses,  heccafis 
to  be  noticed.   In  the  case  that  has  bem  siai^  e 
is  dear  that  the  loss  of  the  contributon  »  cxacd- 
what  they  my ;  the  gain  of  the  receiver  is  t^ 
loss,  less  the  difierence  betwera  the  prodneoTf  ' 
value  of  his  old  and  new  employment,  and  the  ks 
of  the  commuatty  is  precisely  this  di&reuce.  b 
manufactures,  such  would  be  the  operation  of  i 
duty  that  was  prohibitory ;  a  duty  that  was  aieH} 
protective  would  permit  a  portion  of  the  comiw- 
dities  consumed  to  be  bought  of  fortagoets. 
thus  a  partof  it  would  go  into  the  treasury.  T&is 
would  not  vary  the  proportion  of  the  loKss^jsin  ; 
of  the  contiiwioia  and  rccarei^  bat  awld,  ia  ; 
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some  degree,  increase  the  loss  of  the  community, 
as  composed  of  both,  as  this  portion  of  the  duty 
would  DC  less  productirely  employed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment than  It  would  hare  been  bad  it  remained 
in  the  hands  of  either  of  the  parties.  This  does 
aot  prove  that  prohibitory  are  better  than  protect- 
ing duties.  Tnere  are  other  consequences  which 
luake  duties  injurious  in  proportion  to  their  amount. 
All  these  obserrations  may  be  applied  (jmUatit 
miandU)  to  the  consument,  the  manufacturers, 
ind  the  nation,  under  the  protect  Ing-duty  sys- 
;em.  Two  descriptions  of  persons  would  derive 
lie  benefit ;  a  few  who  contmue  their  old  employ- 
nent,  and  a  great  many  who  engage  in  new 
ines.  In  both  cases,  the  lost  of  the  cooaumer  i« 
rhAt  he  pays,  and  is  unredeemed  1^  aor  circum- 
tances  whatever.  In  the  first  case,  the  loss  of  the 
lation  arises  from  the  increased  cost  of  coosurop- 
ion ;  in  the  second,  it  arises  from  this  cause,  and 
be  diminished  productive  value  of  the  new  em- 
loyments  of  society.  In  the  iirst  case,  the  gain 
f  the  manufacturer  is  the  loss  of  the  consumer, 
>j$s  the  increased  cost  of  his  own  consumption ; 
a  the  second,  it  is  this  loss  diminished  by  the  same 
ause,  and  the  dimintsbed  productive  value  of  his 
ibur.  But,  besides  these  direct  losses,  there  are 
thers  indirect  and  collateral,  which  are,  however, 
ot  less  inevitable;  losses  which  affect  the  con- 
amers,  and,  in  some  degree,  ultin^tely  raich  the 
lanufacturers  themselves. 

Whenever  one  employment  becomes  more  pro- 
table  than  another,  capital  will  desert  the  less  for 
te  more  profitable.  Svery  anch  chance,  bow- 
rer,  is  attoided  with  the  loss,  generally,  of  the 
bole  of  the  fixed,  and  a  portion  of  the  circulating, 
ipital  of  the  deserted  occupation.  But  it  is  easy 
I  perceive  that  a  duty  on  a  single  article  may 
:casian  the  loss  of  several  such  capitals.  If,  for 
cample,  by  a  duty  on  foreign  boots  and  shoes,  we 
-event  a  certain  quantity  from  being  brought 
.to  the  country,  we  immediately  destroy  the 
arket  for  the  commodities  which  were  eiren  in 
:change  for  them ;  and  if  this  is  a  manufactured 
tide,  we  then  destroy  the  market  for  the  agri- 
iJtural  product,  which  constitutes  its  basis;  so 
at  the  loss  falls  ultimatdy  on  agriculture.  Now, 

the  agriculturists  who  are  thus  thrown  out  of 
aployment  become  boot  and  shoemakers,  there 
ould  be  the  loss  of  only  one  capiuh  but  if,  as  is 
ore  probftUe,  tbcy  should  apply  themselves  to 
me  other  branch  of  agricuuural  industry,  as 
ra^  more  analogous  to  tbdr  recent  occupation, 
kd,  for  the  same  reason,  the  additional  boots  ana 
oes  required  were  made  by  labor  and  capital 
ken  from  the  saddle  and  harness  business,  tnere 
3uld  be  the  loss  of  two  capitals.  It  is  not  diffi- 
U  to  perceive  that  the  loss  might  be  extended  to 
^eater  number.  Perhaps  it  may  be  said  that 
is  Joss  would  be  repaired  by  the  superior  profits 
the  new  employment;  but  this  would  not  be  the 
se.  The  new  em|:^oymento,  except  those  which 
;re  the  objects  of  the  bounty,  would  be  less  pro- 
ible  than  the  old  ones.  If  they  were  equally  so, 
:re  'would  still  he  the  loss  of  the  whole  of  the 
ed  capital,  which  would  be  entirely  sunk.  The 
ximittee  bare  already  noticed  that  cause  of  loss 


which  arises  from  a  diminution  of  skill,  and  the 
other  facilities  of  production.  This  great  and  in- 
evitable source  of  loss,  is  embraced  in  what  has 
been  said  of  the  diminished  productive  powers  of 
the  new  employments  of  the  community.  They 
have  also  noticed  that  source  of  loss  which  arises 
from  the  unproductive  employment  of  that  portion 
of  the  duty  which  is  paid  into  the  treasury,  and 
which,  if  it  remained  in  the  hands  of  individuals, 
would  be  devoted  to  reproduction,  and  augment 
the  national  wealth.  As,  however,  we  must  have 
revenue,  this  loss  is  only  to  be  objected  to  when 
duties  are  excessive.  But  there  is  another  source 
of  loss  in  the  constant  tendency  of  the  system  to 
diminish  production,  and,  of  course,  accumula- 
tion. The  increased  cost  of  consumption,  how- 
ever, which  is  one  of  the  means  by  whieh  this 
effect  is  produced,  will  affect  chiefly  the  kthwiag 
classes  and  the  raisers  of  raw  produce.  Every 
thing  on  which  the  wages  of  labor  are  expende«[| 
except  the  products  oi  agriculture,  will  rise  ui 
price;  but  labor  itself  CQnnot  rise,  and  may  fiiU, 
for  the  demand  for  labor  created  by  the  new  em- 
ploy men  ts  will  be  more  than  supplied  by  that 
thrown  out  of  the  old  ones;  and  thus  the  comforts 
of  the  laborer,  who  will  have  to  purchase  dearer 
articles  with  smaller  means,  will  be  materially 
impaired.  It  is  thought,  too,  that  the  value  of 
money  must  be  proportionally  higher  in  a  country 
which  pursues  this  system;  an^  this  is  another 
circumstance  which  niust  injuriously  affiM!t  the 
wages  of  labor.  In  the  infancy  of  manufactures, 
too,  the  coarser  kinds  being  first  produced,  the  lax 
is  chiefly  borne  by  the  poor  who  consume  ihem. 
This  evil  is  increased,  too,  by  the  manner  in 
whieh  the  duties  are  adjusted  on  the  finer  and 
coarser  manufactures;  for,  in  the  present,  as  well 
as  in  the  proposed  tariff,  the  duties  are  much 
higher  on  the  latter  than  on  the  formn-.  On 
coarse  and  on  fine  cottons,  for  example,  there  is  a 
difference  of  not  less  than  twenty-three  or  twraty- 
five  per  cent,  in  faror  of  the  latter;  on  common 
glass  tumblers,  and  on  cut  glass  tumblers  and  de- 
canters, a  difference  of  from  27  to  39  per  cent  w 
favor  of  the  cut  glass.  The  duty  on  molasses  and 
on  brown  sugar,  if  the  proposed  tariff  is  adopted, 
will  be  about  100  per  cent,  on  the  cost ;  on  salt 
120  per  cent.,  and  on  many  other  article^  con- 
sumed chiefly  by  the  poor,  the  duties  will  be  op> 
pressively  heavy.  It  has  been  estimated,  by  a  ray 
intelligent  writer,  that  Uie  duties  which  would  be 
paid  under  this  new  tari£^  by  the  great  body  of  the 
people^  would  not  average  less  than  75  per  cent, 
on  articles  of  necessity :  whilst  the  duties  on  arti- 
cles of  luxury,  used  by  the  rich,  would  not  amount 
to  more  than  30  per  cent.  To  tax  the  poor  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  would  be  bad  enough ;  but 
to  tax  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich  is  intoler- 
able. This  oppressive  operation  of  the  system  op 
the  poorer  and  laboring  class  is  one  of  its  least 
pleasing  effects,  and,  when  we  consider  their  rela- 
tive number  to  the  capitalists,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
alarming;  for,  independently  of  its  political  con- 
sequences, Doihing  can  be  more  unfavorable  to 
accumulation  than  inequality  of  wealth.  There 
is  always  proportionally  less  of  the  income  of  the 
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wealthy  devoted  to  reproduction,  because  there  is 
more  of  it  expended  on  factitious  wants ;  on  those 
laxuries  which  have,  besides  the  pernicious  effect 
of  producing^  imitation  on  the  part  of  the  poor, 
and  of  brining  in  their  train  the  extrara^nt  ex- 
penditare  ot  the  Gorernment,  which,  it  is  well 
knowDj  when  it  once  begins,  never  stops. 

Diminished  consumption  must  necessarily  di- 
mintsb  production  ;  but  it  is  diminished  in  another 
way.  and  that  is  by  the  decreased  price  of  agricul- 
tural produce.  This  effect  of  the  system  is  inevi- 
table ;  yet,  straaee  to  tell,  the  increased  price  of 
a^icuUural  produce  has  been  one  of  those  delu- 
nve  promises  made  use  of  to  recommend  it;  and, 
■till  Mrai^fer  to  tell,  one  that  a  great  many  have 
believed  in.  The  home  market  has  been  talked 

and  its  mysteriotu  virtues  bare  been  highly 
extolled,  though  no  one  has  shown  the  fashion  of 
operating  of  this  wonder-working  agent.  The  fol- 
lowing considerations,  it  is  beUeved,  will  show 
liow  completely  fallacious  are  the  expectations  of 
any  beaent  from  such  a  source.  If  the  price  of 
commodities  is  rwulated  by  the  relations  or  supply 
and  demand,  (and  their  market  price  undoubtedly 
is,)  then,  provided  the  number  of  consumers  in 
the  country  remain  the  same  after  the  adoption  of 
the  system  as  before,  inasmuch  as  we  shall  be 
deprived  of  the  foreign  market  to  the  same  extent 
that  we  cease  to  purchase,  (for  foreigners  cannot 
buy  of  us  unless  we  buy  of  them,)  the  relation  of 
the  supply  to  the  demand  must  be  increased  ;  con- 
sequently] there  can  be  no  rise  of  price,  but  there 
must  be  a  But  we  are  told  that  foreigners 
are  10  be  attracted  hither  by  this  system.  Although 
it  can  scarcely  be  imagined,  in  any  event,  that  as 
many  would  be  attracted  hither  as  we  supply 
abroad,  let  us  admit  that  this  might  be  the  ease ; 
then  the  relation  of  supply  and  demand  would  be 
nnaltered,  and  consequendy  prices  cannot  rise,  but 
must  remain  stationary.  The  only  conceivable 
mode  by  which  the  relation  of  supply  and  demand 
could  be  altered,  would  be  by  a  portion  of  the 
persons  who  were  employed  in  agriculture  leaving 
It  to  engage  in  manufactures.  It  might  readily 
be  conceded  that,  if  the  same  quantity  of  manu- 
&ctures  could  be  consumed  in  the  country  after 
the  adoption  of  the  system  as  was  conramed  be- 
fore, a^  from  diroinisned  skill,  a  greater  number 
of  hands  would  be  required  to  prepuce  tbem,  the 
consumers  of  agricultural  produce  would  be  mul- 
tiplied; but  we  mtve  already  seen  thatthisconld  not 
be  the  case,  because  the  cost  of  consumption  would 
be  vastly  mcreased,  and  the  means  dimiui^ed. 
But  the  committee  deny,  distiocilv,  that  any  such 
change  in  the  relation  of  supply  and  demand 
could  be  produced  by  an  increase  of  duties;  or, 
if  it  coutd^  that  those  duties  could  have  the  ef- 
fect to  raise  the  price  of  one  kind  of  agricul- 
toral  produce  but  at  the  expense  of  another, 
or  to  raise  the  price  of  any  kind  permanently 
at  all.  Suppose,  for  instance,  a  duty  is  laid  on 
the  raw  cotton  of  other  countries;  it  is  evi- 
dent that,  if  it  has  the  effect  to  diminish  the 
quantity  imported,  it  must  destroy  the  market  for 
me  commodities  with  which  it  was  purchased. 
Let  Us  admit  that  its  immediate  ttteei  would  be 


to  enhance  the  price  of  raw  aod  of  nmtufictmj 
cotton,  (and  if  it  would,  it  most  be  enhucti 
to  all  its  consumers ;  to  the  manufacture!  bit 
self,  so  far  as  he  is  a  consumer,  and  erea  to  ik 
planter,  who  is,  however,  made  to  pay  back  n 
the  fabric  what  the  manuiacturer  adraoced  dd 
raw  article,  the  market  price  of  ecmmodiiies  > 
increased  by  increased  demand  or  dimtDisbcdaip' 
ply;  their  natural  price  can  only  be  iDcretsoli 
consequence  of  its  becoming  necesarjr  lo  liestmr 
on  them  an  additional  quantity  of  Ubot.  Not, 
it  is  evident  that,  in  a  country  where  landsofAe 
first  quality  are  not  all  in  cntttvatton,  ihe  ilfr 
tional  quantity  required  to  sati^  the  iaiii 
would  be  produced  almost  imiDedutdy,niAii 
the  {u-ice  could  not  be  permanently  iacnuHl;ti^ 
if  it  were  increased,  it  must  be  (4»erTcd,iliitu 
would  be  at  the  expense  of  that  agricnhiinl^ 
duct  which  has  been  displaced,  hvouldbcp 
duced,  too,  without  the  necessity  of  irsntii^i 
poorer  lands,  so  that  the  cost  (MT  prodoetNi  k 
maining  the  same,  there  would  be  no  wmxi 
its  natural  price.  Indeed,  is  it  not  obnooi  H 
if  labor  is  made  to  leave  agricnlture  for  iBuafu- 
tures,  the  poorest  lands  will  be  de>eriedfin[,i9^ 
that  the  cost  of  production,  therefore,  inMi  S 
being  increased,  would  be  lessened?  Thii,  ^ 
haps,  mi^ht  bean  advantage,  provided ihe ate 
and  capital  taken  from  agriculture  weit^  fi- 
pendently  of  the  bounties  they  receive,  aspmlKi- 
ively  employed  as  they  were  befixe;  lat  tU^c 
has  already  been  shown,  would  not  bete ck 
Eren  if  the  products  of  that  labor  and  apul-n 
consequence  of  the  bounties  paid  on  tbea,i>' » 
increased  cost  of  consunaption,  hadagRiup' 
changeable  value,  it  is  not  the  exchanga^' 
of  the  products  of  a  country  which  cotfitsts'^ 
wealth,  but  their  quantity  and  utility.  BDi,na 
if  it  were  admitted  that  poorer  hinds  wobM"'* 
to  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  produce  the  iddiDcol 
supply,  it  is  maintained  that,  with  respect 
commodities  that  go  abroad  in  the grest  nnffis 
the  world,  and  there  come  into  competition  vc 
similar  commodities  of  other  couotnes,  'ne^ 
the  cost  of  production  here,  but  in  thit  t«Dti; 
where  they  are  produced  with  the  greatest  pi- 
tity  of  labor,  that  regulates  their  natural  pna  B 
will  no  doubt  be  said,  if  »uch  is  the  efie«of  on- 

Setition  to  reduce  the  price  of  agricoltuilF 
ucts,  why  will  it  not  reduce  the  price  of  at* 
factored  produce?  For  this  obvious  reason: » 
the  field  of  prodnetion  ii  limited  in  the  oar,  i»  - 
aalimited  in  the  other;  that  the  cost  of 
eannot  be  increased  in  the  one,  and  may  be  ^ 
increased  in  the  other.   As  the  expeetaiiiKi  >» 
domestic  manufactures  will  be  reduced,  bj«2 
petition,  to  an  equality  of  price  with  foreign^' 
facturesj  has  been  held  out  to  allay  our  spitfw; 
sions  of  this  system,  it  may  not  be  improf^ 
examine  on  what  it  is  founded.   It  is 
competition  can  produce  a  permaneni  dimii** 
of  price.   It  may  undoubtedly  reduce  the  *•* 
price  for  a  time,  but  it  cannot  reduce 
price;  and  the  former  cannot  permaneDilyj*'* 
below  the  latter.   Competition  may ,I>">|L 
gtut  in  the  market,  and  thus  bring  pritf'^'^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1665 


1666 


O^fMioiu  to  <m  inenoM  of  DtUiei. 


as  not  to  repay  the  expense  of  production ;  bnt  it 
is  evident  that  this  stale  of  things  must  be  tempora- 
ry ;  there  must  be  some  profit,  or  the  business  cannot 
be  carried  on.  It  is  thi-  increased  facility  in  produ- 
cing an  article  which  alone  can  diminish  the  price. 
Domestic  wilt  never  be  sold  lower  than  foreign 
manufactures  until  we  equal  foreigners  in  skm, 
and  in  all  those  circomstanees  which  enter  into  the 
cost  of  production.  When  we  eqoal  them  in  these 
respects,  (as  we  probably  will  after  a  loiu:  series 
of  years,)  we  may^  iodeed,  then  UDdawfl  them, 
hr  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  traosportatioD. 
Bat  what  shall  we  ^id  by  this  ?  It  will  not  even 
pay  for  the  destraction  of  the  capital  employed  in 
the  transportation ;  never  will  it  compensate  for 
that  waste  of  income  and  of  capitlu,  and  the 
other  incalculable  losses  which  will  ensue  from 
the  system.  The  whole  of  this  reasoning  will 
doubtless  be  controverted  by  the  declaration  of 
the  fact  that  cotton  goods  are  now  lower  in  this 
country  than  they  were  before  the  present  tariff 
was  adopted.  Here,  as  in  many  iostanceii,  we 
arree  in  the  fact,  but  ^differ  in  the  principles  by 
which  it  must  be  explained.  The  manufacturers 
ascribe  it  to  competition;  their  opponents  ascribe 
it  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  the  raw  material  and 
of  labor,  to  greater  facility  in  prodnction,  and 
to  the  geDeral  stagmtioa  oi  trade ;  and  this  rea- 
mning  is  corroborated  by  the  fact  ^t  the  fell 
in  this  article  has  been  general  all  om  the  xrorld. 
Still,  the  ratio  of  the  fall  in  this  country  and  in 
£ngland  being  about  the  same,  and  the  daty 
nearly  or  quite  prohibitory,  English  cottons  can 
not  be  imported.  If  the  duty  was  taken  off,  or 
eren  considerably  diminished,  we  should  ondoubt- 
edly  see  that  coarse  cottons  would  be  still  lower 
than  they  ere  at  this  time.  Ah  to  the  assertion 
that  the  price  of  raw  cotton  in  this  country  is 
kept  up  one  or  two  cents  higher  in  consequence  of 
the  competition  of  the  American  with  the  Eoi^Iish 
manufacturers,  it  is  totally  gratuitous.  It  is  ut- 
terly useless  to  talk  of  underselling  foreigners  until 
we  can  produce  the  article  at  less  cost;  the  thing 
is  impo^ble.  Nor  is  it  desirable  that  we  should 
ever  uadersell  foreign  manufacturers :  for,  in  order 
to  do  so,  we  nuiBt  not  only  equal  tnem  in  skill, 
machinery,  ingnmity,  industry,  &c.,  bat  we  mast 
equal  them  in  nnman  d^radation  and  wretched- 
ness. We  must  drive  our  laborers  from  the  fields, 
from  the  beauties  and  bounties  of  nature,  to  those 
dismal  and  demoralizing  abodes,  where  they  sink 
into  hopeless  stupidity  and  penury^  or  where  want 
goads  ingenuity  to  reluctant  exertion  for  a  scanty 
subsistence,  and  where  the  health  and  morals  fre- 
quently become  Tlettms  to  hard  and  untimely 
labor,  and  the  imperiona  laws  of  poverty  and 
hunger. 

Another  source  of  loss  is  in  the  tendency  of  this 
system  to  drive  commercial  capital  abroad,  and 
this  it  will  much  more  probably  do  than  attract 
manufacturing  capital  hither,  as  well  from  the 
superior  facility  of  ttsremoTal,  as  from  the  distrust 
which  the  system  is  ealcalated  to  produce  in  the 
equity  of  the  <3orernmeat  and  stability  of  its  pol- 
icy ;  Co  which,  perhaps,  may  be  added  the  Indaaei- 
mentB  afibrdea  by  the  TOst  mlds  of  industry  which 
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the  enlightened  policy  of  other  nations  wUI  prob* 
aUy,  at  no  very  distant  period,  open  to  commeiu 
cial  enterprise.  It  is  believed  that  the  prevalence 
of  sound  principles  of  political  economy,  and  the 
light  of  returning  reason,  have  poduced  a  dispo* 
sition  in  all  the  commercial  nations  of  the  world 
to  restore  the  system  of  free  trade,  and  that  they 
arc  only  prevented  from  returning  to  it  at  once 
by  the  consideration  that  the  sudden  abandonment 
of  a  system  so  interwoven  with  all  the  interests  of 
society  must  necessarily  be  nrodnetiTe  of  great  im- 
mediatfl  mischief ^  a  oonsioeration  whicu  should 
teach  us  the  propnety  of  serious  deliberation  hthn 
we  adopt  it — the  more  particularly  so,  as  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  it  permanent  is  made  todepoid 
on  the  eontineency  of  other  nations  continuing  it. 
A  still  more  uarnung  dfect  of  this  system  win  be 
to  drive  population  and  capital  from  one  State  to 
another.  The  poorer  agncultnrists  of  the  Atlan- 
tic States  will  be  compeTted.  by  the  increased  cost 
of  consumption,  and  toe  diminished  price  of  fnv- 
duce,  to  go  the  West  in  search  of  more  fertile 
lands;  whilst  capitalists  will  go  to  those  States 
where  manufactures  are  best  established  and  most 
flourish.  And  shall  we  submit  to  this  unlawful 
effect  of  this  system  without  calling  in  ques- 
tion the  policy  which  produces  it?  The  com- 
mittee are  disposed '  to  do  more — to  call  in  Ques- 
tion the  authority  and  power  of  the  General  Got* 
emment  to  enforoe  a  system  which  can  thus  ag- 
grandize one  State  and  ruin  another. 

A  still  further  source  of  loss  is  in  the  effect  of 
this  system  to  drive  capital  from  one  kind  of  roan- 
uiactures  to  another.  The  manufactures  that  lan- 
guish will  be  deserted  for  those  that  flourish,  or 
they  must  be  continually  bolstered  up  by  new  pro- 
tection. Indeed,  even  the  manufactures  that  are 
best  ei^tablished  must  be  sustained  in  this  way,  if^ 
as  is  very  possible,  by  the  invention  of  new  ma- 
chinery, or  by  any  other  means  which  will  dimin- 
ish the  cost  of  production,  foreigners  can  come 
again  into  the  market,  and,  in  spite  of  the  duties, 
undersell  the  American  manufacturer.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  vexatious  effects  of  the  sjrattem.  It 
will  never  be  done  with,  but  new  exactions  wlU 
be  perpetually  made. 

It  has  been  contended  that  the  arguments  wfaidi 
.  go  to  show  the  impropriety  of  extending  man* 
!  ufoetures  are  merely  tneoretical,  and  that  they 
'  are  refuted  by  experience.  It  is  said  that  Ens^ann 
I  has  pursued  the  restrictive  system;  that  ESng- 
I  land  is  wealthy  and  prosperous ;  and,  therefore, 
that  the  tendency  of  the  system  is  to  promote 
wealth  and  prosjperity.    The  committee  cannot, 
I  however,  help  thinking  that  ft  is  rather  an  onfor- 
I  tunate  specimen  of  practical  reasoning,  when  an 
effect  is  gratuitously  assi|;ned  to  a  cause  without 
any  attempt  to  show  their  connexion,  and  where 
many  other  causes  are  operating  better  calculated 
to  produce  the  effect.   England  is  wealthy  and 
powerful ;  but  she  is  not  prosperous  in  consequence 
of  this  system,  but  in  spite  of  it.   She  is  wealthy 
and  powerful  in  consequence  of  the  indomitable 
energies  of  her  genius,  her  enterprise,  and  Ucr 
comparatively  free  institutions.  The  English  as- 
tern IS  not  the  result  of  f««sight,  as  has  been  im- 
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agined ;  and  if  it  were,  it  is  pretty  well  nndersiood 
hj  what  kind  of  foresight  the  affairs  of  nations  are 
generally  goremed.  It  is  the  result  of  comfvo- 
mise  between  the  arariee  of  indiTidaats  and  the 
needv  ambition  of  the  Gorernment  The  prtri- 
leged  orders  of  that  conntry  have  always  been  en- 
amed  to  make  successful  encroachments  on  the 
rights  of  the  people,  by  bribing  the  cupidity  of  the 
(MTPmment  with  a  share  of  the  spoil.  This  is 
the  kindof  foresight  which  has  produced  the  Brit- 
ish system— that  system  which  is  now  held  up  for 
our  adoiiration  and  imitation.  But  experience, 
as  well  as  theory,  contradicts  the  conclusions  in 
faTor  of  restriction.  The  success  of  the  Dutch 
policy  refutes  the  idea  that  restrictions  hare  pro- 
dueed  the  grandeur  of  Britain.  The  following 
judicious  remarks,  extracted  fr<Hn  an  excellent 
IteaUse  on  this  subject,  show  the  prosperity  which 
flows  from  an  opposite  policy: 

"Notwithstanding  the  immense  losses  which 
the  Dutch  nation  sustained  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  by  British  captures,  French  exactions,  and 
the  almost  entire  prostration  of  commerce,  yet 
their  trade,  and  with  it  their  national  importance, 
appear  to  hare  become  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  to 
what  they  were  before  the  war  of  17^.  Their 
capital  city,  Amsterdam,  ha^  again  become  the 
chief  mart  of  Europe.   If  the  uMicy  of  any  of  the 
Earopean  nations  is  {nroper  to  ne  imitated  by  the 
United  States,  why  is  not  the  example  of  the 
United  Provinces,  as  regards  their  fiscal  concerns, 
as  worthy  of  imitation  as  that  of  England?  At 
least,  seeing  that  in  Holland  her  citizens  have,  for 
the  most  part,  been  left  to  themseWes  in  the  direc- 
tion of  their  industry,  ought  we  not  to  pause  be- 
fore we  decide  that  an  opposite  system  will  pro- 
mote and  extend  the  prosperity  of  our  citizens  7 
How  little  the  Dutch  commercjal  policy  has  been 
directed  by  the  protecting  system  may  appear  by 
the  low  duties  on  the  following  articles,  most  of 
which  come  in  competition  wiu  their  own  pro- 
duce and  manufactures,  riz : 
Arms,  fire        -      -      -.10  per  cent. 
Baskets    -      -      -      -15  per  cent. 
Butter      -      -      -      -  one  half  cent  per  Ih. 
Books,  bound   -     -     -    5  per  cent 
unbound      -     -    3  per  cent. 
Bristles  and  brushes  -      -  10  per  cent. 
Blankets  -      -      -     -  10  per  cent. 
Cheese,  foreign  >      -      -   80  cents  per  100  Ihs. 
Cordage  -     2  dols,  per  100  lbs. 

Carriages,  new  -  -  -  10  per.  cent. 
Clocks  -  -  -  -  10  per  cent. 
Copper  manufactures  -  10  per  cent. 
Candles,  tallow  -  -  2  j  cents  per  pound- 
Clothes,  ready  made  -  -  ID  per  cent. 
Cotton  -  -  -  .  16  cents  per  100  lbs. 
Cotton  manufactures       -   13  flor.  per  100  lbs. 

about  -      -      -   3  to  3  cents  per  yd. 
Cloths,  woollen,  and  other 

manufactures,  wool  and 

worsted  -  -  -  8  per  cenL 
Linou.  unbleached  -     -    3  per  cent. 

Ueached       -  4  per  cent 

Sail  doth       ...    2  per  cent 


Sugar,  raw  or  clayed 
refined  - 

Sealing  wax    .      -  - 

Spirits  pay  no  duly,  but  an 
excise,  which  for  com- 
mon proof  (probably  our 
3d  prooO  is  - 

Spirits,  hiffbest  proof 

Wine  of  ul  kinds 

Tobacco,  mBaufiict'dEnuf&, 
dec.      -      -      -  . 

Toys,  turnery,  manufac- 
tures of  wood  and  lea- 
ther, necklaces,  looking- 
glasses,  trunks,  snufi^  and 
tobacco  boxes,  fans^  with 
a  great  rariety  of  similar 
articles  -      -      -  - 


13  cents  per  100 
4  cents  per  Ih 
10  p«r  cent. 


38  ceata  per  gtJ. 
43  cents  per  fil. 
16  cents  per  ^ 


8  per  cvnL. 


6  pa-  cent. 


Foreign  vessels. 
Teas,  Bohea  and  Congou     $3  20  per  IGO  i-^ 
Other    -      -      -       6  40  per  100  !fc 

JhUtAveadt. 
Teas,  Bohea  and  Ctwgou    91  00  per  100 
Other    -      •      -       3  00  per  100  .it 

"  This  extract  is  from  the  tariff  of  Dutch  dsjr 
for  the  year  1816,  every  article  of  which,  v.a 
rery  few  nceptioiu,  is  rated  abooc  in  propofjx 
to  those  quoted  above.  Moat  of  them,  as  b 
known,  are  manufactured  or  produced  in  Holiific 
especially  butter  and  cheese,  of  which  theaaw 
of  exports,  some  years  since,  was^  to  the  bftt 
my  recollection,  about  three  miUioiu  sMtu 
Their  sugar  refineries  are  only  protected  ^lAb? 
of  four  cents  a  pound,  yet  Ricardo  afrsi  tut 
in  his  time,  (about  forty  years  since,)  ttm«m 
one  hundred  refineries,  which  maDufactvti  w 
hundred  thousand  hogsheads  of  suear.  Tobca 
is  very  extensively  manufactured  in  Holland.  Ga. 
as  every  one  knows,  is  one  of  their  great  ftapi» 
This  wise  nation  seems  to  hare  thoognt  thai 
ness  of  (luality  and  cheapness  of  price  were  str 
foundations  for  national  industry  to  test  oa  lu 
protecting  duties." 

The  invariable  tendency  of  low  duties  u  ^ 
crease  consumption,  and,  of  course,  productia.  & 
another  arnment  from  e^ierience.  Both  ia  In- 
land and  France  this  efiect  baa  frequentlf  ber. 
observed  at  various  epochs  of  their  history.  1x 
following  statement,  extracted  from  a  BhSk 
journal,  will  suffice  to  place  this  subject  u 
strong  point  of  view :  "In  1744  the  Isoi 
Company's  sales  of  teas  amoonted  to  aboot  «^ 
hundred  thousand  pounds  annually,  produciu 
revenue  of  about  £140,000  sterling.    Eariy  " 

1745  the  tea  duties  were  greatly  reduced,  »£i 

1746  the  sales  amounted  to  two  roillioa  ynu: 
and  the  revenue  to  ;£328^000.  In  174S,  bo«r-~ 
the  duties  were  aeain  increased,  and  flucuEC 
between  that  epoch  and  1784  from  64  to  11^  y 
cent.  In  the  last  mentioned  year,  howeva.  ^' 
Oorernment,  having  in  rain  tried  even  ^* 
means  to  prevent  the  smu^ling  and  adolin:- 
of  tea,  reduced  the  dutjr  from  119  to  12^  ptr^  • 
and  the  revenue  uute«t  of  &UiDg  off  in  ihe^!''' 
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tioa  of  oQe  to  ten,  owing  to  the  increased  consump- 
tioa  onljr  declined  in  proportion  of  one  to  three." 
Similar  experiments,  with  rward  to  wine  and  cof- 
fee, gire  the  same  results.  The  reason  isobTious: 
ererf  diminution  of  a  duty  on  an  article  brings  it 
within  dke  range  of  consumption  of  some  who  could 
notaffwd  to  consume  it  before,  whileevery  increase 
has  a  contrary  effect.  To  adjust  the  duties,  gen- 
erally, so  as  to  produce  the  greatest  possible  rer- 
eoue,  is  a  matter  which  requires  great  skill  and 
experience.  Although  we  hare  made  no  such 
decisive  experiments  as  the  British,  (for  the  effect 
of  the  imposition  and  repeal  of  the  double  duties, 
owing  to  the  period  when  they  operated,  proves 
Dothing,)  there  is  still  reason  to  beliere  that  the 
operation  of  the  present  duties,  on  many  articles, 
has  beeu  to  diminish  consumption  and  revenue. 
It  is  difficult  to  make  the  proper  allowances  for 
the  effect  of  the  rapid  increase  of  population  in 
this  country;  but  the  fact  that  revenue  has  not 
increased  in  the  same  ratio  with  the  duties  and 
population  is  considered  as  decisive  proof  that  the 
duties  on  many  important  articles  must  be  too 
high.  Indeed  it  is  generally  admitted,  by  the  most 
iotdligent  and  practical  men,  that  they  are  m>. 

Now,  the  general  principles  from  which  the 
committee  have  reasoned  ere  either  true  or  false. 
If  they  are  false,  it  will  be  easy  to  show  wherein 
the  &Uacy  Lies.  If  they  are  true,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  show  that  there  is  something  peculiar  in 
the  sitoation  of  the  United  States  which  makes 
an  exception  lo  their  general  operation.  If  there 
is  nothing  peculiar  in  our  situation,  then  these 
principles  must  stand  immovable.  The  most  ex- 
traordinary argument  that  has  been  used  to  justify 
the  system  is  the  great  and  universal  distresses  of 
the  country.  But  in  this  there  is  notbiog  pecu- 
liar; it  is  almost  universal.  But  even  if  it  were 
true  that  we  are  the  only  people  in  this  sute  of 
distress,  it  woold  remain  to  be  proved  that  this 
system  fbrnishes  the  remedy  |br  the  disease.  So 
far  from  this  being  the  case,  it  is  believed  to  be 
one  of  its  causes.  Undoubtedly,  a  great  propor- 
tion of  our  distress  may  be  ascribed  to  the  cessa- 
tion of  those  convulsions  in  Europe,  which^  throw- 
ing a  vast  deal  of  the  trade  of  the  world  into  our 
hands,  enaUed  us  to  reach  an  extraordinary  pitch 
of  prosperity  in  a  short  time.  But  it  should  not, 
therefore,  be  supposed  that  there  have  been  no  in> 
teroal  causes  of  this  distress.  To  say  notbinff  of 
the  contributions  levied  on  the  nation,  by  funding 
and  banking,  the  restrictions  which  preceded  the 
war,  the  war  itsdf,  though  a  just  and  necessary 
measure,  and  the  subsequent  prosecution  of  the 
restrictive  system,  had  a  share  tn  producing  the 
general  distress.  The  revenue  from  the  imposts 
gives  us  some  id«i  of  the  tax  which  the  system 
imposes  on  us;  but  we  caunot  form  an  adequate 
idea  of  it,  unless  we  could  ascertain  the  quantity 
of  domestic  manufactures  consumed  in  the  coun- 
try, and  the  average  of  the  duties  paid  on  them. 
There  are  no  means  by  which  this  can  be  aseer^ 
tained-  with  precision,  but  we  may  form  a  rough 
estimate  of  it  from  a  few  items.  Supposing  there 
are  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  yards  of  domestic  cot- 
tons consumed  in  the  United  States  annaaUy,  the 


consumers  may  be  supposed  to  pay  on  them  at 
least  $2,000,000.  As  much  more  is  probably  paid 
on  woollens,  (and  it  is  probably  not  an  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  the  tax  paid  on  domestic  articleis 
which  goes  to  the  manufacturers,  is  fully  equal  to 
one-half  of  the  averue  duties  on  imports;)  this  is 
the  direct  loss;  to  which  must  be  added  the  indi- 
rect and  collateral  losses  that  it  has  been  attempted 
to  be  shown  result  from  the  system.  When  we 
superadd  this  to  the  other  causes  that  have  been 
indicated,  can  our  distresses  any  longer  present  a 
mystery  %  And  is  it  not  moie  natural  to  ascribe 
them  to  these  obvious,  undeniable,  and  constantly 
operating  causes,  than  to  look  for  those  causes  in 
futurity  f  Is  it  not  reversing  the  usual  order  of 
things  to  attempt  to  explain  a  past  or  exisliogeffec^ 
by  imputing  it  to  what  has  not  been  done,  instead 
of  wha  I  has  been  done  ?  Is  it  not  contrary  to  rea- 
son to  tell  us  that  the  remedy  for  evils  which  bave 
arisen  from  taxation  is  further  taxation?  It  is 
much  more  rational  to  remedy  the  evil  by  remor- 
ing  the  cause.  This  we  can  certainly  do,  pat- 
tidly.  if  not  wholly.  We  can  ranove  some,  if 
not  all  of  the  causes.  We  can  gradually  get  rid 
of  all  those  burdens  which  hare  bad  so  great  a 
share  in  producing  the  present  calamitous  state  of 
things.  This  is  all  that  we  can  do ;  the  rest 
must  be  left  to  time.  If  it  be  true  thdt  the  duties 
on  importations  have  diminished  consumption, 
they  must  have  had  the  same  effect  on  production ; 
and  their  diminution  would  increase  both.  In 
the  present  depressed  price  of  all  the  great  staples 
of  agriculture,  what  can  be  so  likely  to  relieve 
the  agriculturist  as  to  open  a  market  for  his  pro- 
duce? And  what  will  be  so  apt  to  do  this  as  to 
increase  the  demand  for  them,  by  diminishing 
the  prices  of  the  commodities  that  are  exchanged 
for  them  ?  It  b  said  that  nations  now  produce 
these  staple  of  agrienltore  themselves,  and  would 
not  take  tbem  from  na.  To  a  certain  extent  they 
do ;  and  this  has  been  occasioned  partly  by  our 
own  policy,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  island  of 
Maderia,  wnich,  in  consequence  of  odr  excluding 
her  wines  by  heavy  duties,  procures  the  corn  she 
once  bought  of  us  from  other  countries.  But  bow 
is  it  that  nations  now  make  their  own  breAdttuffi ? 
In  England,  for  example,  they  have  resorted  to 
their  fourth  and  fifth  rates  of  land.  Now,  would 
not  any  circumstance  which  would  increase  the 
demand  for  those  articles  which  they  produced 
with  greater  facility  than  com  be  an  inducement 
to  withdraw  capital  from  the  raising  of  the  latter 
to  appl^  it  to  the  former?  This  reasoning  will 
apply  to  every  country.  Open  a  market  for  their 
products:  they  will  then  make  that  which  they 
make  at  least  cost,  and  purchase  with  it,  other 
countries,  what  they  can  only  make  at  a  greater 
cost.  If  it  be  said  that  a  relaxation  on  the  part 
of  one  tuition  will  not,  perhaps,  produce  a  corres- 
pondent rdaxation  on  the  part  of  another,  it  will 
still  be  beneficial,  unless  by  continuing  restriction 
!  you  can  coerce  oUier  nations  to  abandon  it — the 
only  pretext,  as  has  been  already  said,  under  whieh 
the  counterrailiag  policy  can  claim  even  plausi- 
bility. As  long  as  the  absurd  doctrine  {wevails 
that  it  it  the  mterest  of  a  nation  to  countervail 
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erery  restriction  of  another  nation,  there  never  can 
lie  a  rdaxation,  or  a  return  to  the  free  system ;  the 
warfare  of  nations  will  be  interminable.  The 
truth  is,  if  restriction  on  the  part  of  one  country 
hijares  another,  to  retaliate  makes  it  worse,  unless 
it  drirei  the  other  from  its  policy.  The  most  pro- 
baUe  way  of  producing  an  abandonment  of  the 
restrictiTe  system  by  other  nations  is  to  tempt  them 
Iff  relaxation  ;  if  it  does  not  produce  reciprocitr, 
it  at  least  benefits  both,  as  retaliation  injures  both. 
It  is  evident  that  there  has  been  a  great  change 
in  public  opinion  throughout  the  whole  civilized 
wond,  in  favor  of  freraom  of  commerce;  and, 
though  Qoremments  are  always  the  last  to  aban- 
don anti<)tiated  errors,  sentiments  favorable  to  free 
trade  have  been  avowed  even  by  them,  and  they 
have  not  been  altogether  unaccompanied  by  acts. 
It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  countries  like  Eng- 
land, which  have  pursued  the  restrictive  system 
so  long,  conld  get  rid  of  it  but  very  gradually. 
"She  ha^  however,  shown  some  widi  to  do  this,  by 
dw  abandonment  of  some  of  her  restrictions  on 
her  trade  with  Sweden  and  Norway ;  and  it  is 
understood  that  both  France  and  hnself  have, 
even  before  our  navigation  acts,  manifested  a  wil- 
lingness to  put  our  trade  with  them  on  a  more 
ihvorable  footing.  In  Bpain,  the  Cortes  have 
(unwisely,  indeo],)  imitated  Bngland  in  their 
corn  law  and  other  restrictive  measures ;  but,  in 
general,  their  regulations  are  more  favorable  to 
nade  than  they  were  nnder  the  old  Government. 
The  monopolies  on  tobacco,  salt,  quicksilver,  lead, 
powder,  sulphur,  &c.,  have  been  abolished;  the 
hnt  allowed  to  be  imported,  and  the  others  ex- 
ported at  moderate  duties.  Prior  to  the  revolution, 
the  importation  <^  tobacco  was  prohibited;  the 
King  had  the  monopoly,  and  noM  it  at  three  dol- 
lars and  seventy  cents  per  pound.  By  the  new 
tBriff,  after  March  next  it  will  be  charged  with  a 
'  duty  of  only  thirty-five  maravedis,  about  eight 
and  a  quarter  cents  per  pound,  which  will  enaole 
"Ae  peo^e  of  Spain  to  procure  it  very  cheap,  and 
thus  occasion  a  large  demand  for  it.  They  nave 
abolished  the  Cinco  Gremios  and  Pbitippine  com- 
panies, on  the  ground  that  their  privities  were 
utcompatible  with  free  government,  and  have, 
with  some  modifications,  re-established  the  tariff 
of  1616,  which  was  the  first  evidence  of  Ubml 
policy  that  Spain  ever  gave. 

But  if  we  cannot,  consistently  with  our  inter- 
ests, b^io  the  system  of  relaxation,  let  us  at  all 
evotts  refrain  from  further  restrictions,  which 
may  tempt  all  other  nations  to  retaliate,  as  they 
*rc  now  doing  in  the  British  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  Under  the  {wetext  of  our  navigation 
act,  and  thus  place  ourselves  and  the  worm  at  a 
'  11111  greater  distance  from  each  other,  and  from 
the  restoration  of  commercial  freedom. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  so  far  from 
there  being  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  situatioQ  of 
the  United  States^  which  renders  the  general  prin- 
ciples they  have  advanced  inapplicable,  there  are 
peculiar  circumstances  which  make  them  apply 
with  more  force  than  to  the  nations  of  Europe. 
It  will  be  recollect^  that,  in  a  formo'  part  of 
their  obBcrvati<ms,  it  was  attempted  to  be  proved 


that,  in  a  country  where  lan^  of  tbe  fint  qo^ 
are  still  out  of  cultivation^  and  ate  Moduli 
system  of  duties  cannot  raise  the  jm/t  of  cu  ig- 
Tienltoral  prodtict  but  at  the  expense  of  noAt 
and  cannot  raise  the  price  of  any  kind  penn- 
nently  at  alt.  But  this  is  not  the  caseiDn^i 
country  as  England.  Where  tbe  field  of  prodK- 
lion  is  limited,  supply  cannot  keep  pace  viit 
demand.  In  England,  therefore,  the  agneulturiiti 
may  obtain  some  compensation  for  the  lus5:bff 
have  to  pay  the  manufacturer^  and,  iiitiini,[(- 
ceive  taxes  from  them.  But,  in  this  coimiiy.tlH 
sole  benefit  is  on  one  side;  theagricalnniubvi 
compensation;  it  is  out  of  tbe  powered  lluLi^ 
lature  to  do  any  thing  for  him,  hot  to  refnisra 
oppressing  him. 

Again:  Europe  is  more  dependent  oeete 
we  are  on  her;  because  we  furnish  heiviAHts- 
saries,  and  she  Aimishes  nswiUi  hxDms;kw 
her  means  of  producing  those  necewiaiU 
she  possesses  will  be  naily  dimhudied,  nd  ^ 
dependence  on  this  country  will  be  iiKTas(d,a 
less  we  force  her  to  find  out  another  (ofoniislle 
with  food,  and  take  off  hn  surplus  popolalin- 

In  the  next  place,  we  are  not  yet  so  ite^j^ 
volved  in  the  restrictive  policy  as  to  prnaiie 
from  getting  rid  of  it  without  mtschieTjUvetbl 
be  if  we  go  a  few  steps  further.  There  mm 
other  peculiar  circumstances  which  fortwlcntr 
sort  to  the  British  policy,  but  the  mostiapoiai 
belong  to  tbe  other  iwaneh  of  the  saifjeetinfM , 
to  be  discussed.  ' 

The  committee  regard  tbe  principles'^! 
appealed  to  as  irreiragaUe.  TbeyaitiuifiK! 
reiuted  by  the  char^re  of  theory,  by  the  01  ^tt 
are  supporting  foreigners,  or  ny  the  i'^'^ 
the  home  manet  and  the  oalance  of  tnlb 
is  this  balance  of  trftdet  Certainljritttmii^ 
creditable  mode  of  gaining ;  but  is  it  dii( 
that,  if  w6  cannot  pay  for  what  we  buy,iti!QK 
gain;  and  that,  if  our  citizens  wish  10 bini$» 
on  these  terms,  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  wfl; 
ment  to  interfere,  as  foreigners  *ill  refustw*; 
If  we  can  pay  for  what  We  buy,  it  is  all 
good ;  if  we  can  pay  only  at  a  sacrifice,  iliit'^ 
will  cease  to  trade.  The  whole  of  tUs  filbciP 
ceeds  from  that  fatal  error  in  political  ew^ 
that  the  commodity  called  money  is  regiJ»Wf 
different  taws  from  all  other  commoditiesi^^^ 
that  no  less  fatal  etror,  which  springs, 
from  the  first,  that  a  nation  must  jell  nuw*' 
it  buys  in  order  to  become  rich.  Now, 
reverse  of  this  ts  true;  for,  alUtough  in 
commerce  is  an  exchange  of  efuiTsleais 
each  party  receives  must  be  worth  n»ofetiBi*| 
it  p«iriswith,  or  neither  is  benefited-  A^' 
buying  more  than  it  sells  is  supposed  iiv- 
same  with  its  spending  more  than  itnu^'' 
the  cases  are  not  alike.    What  it  sells  isflv 
and  what  it  buys  is  surplus;  surely  it  '^'^^ 
matter  of  regret  when  the  latter  is  wwui 
than  the  former,  and  when  there  is  an 
devote  to  reproduction.    It  could  hardly  fu"^  ^ 
imagined  ttiat,  in  the  nineleenth  ceo^'A, 
country  whose  Government  is  boltoinH*^ 
principle  that  the  ptopleartcApBUeofsefOE*^ 
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3wa  ittterestB,  it  cwild  bsm  beat  thought  neces- 
sary for  the  Letfislatnre  to  interfere^  to  prevent  the 
mercbaots  of  the  coantrv  from  baying  more  than 
they  ought  to  buy.  Wnat  reatou  there  was  for 
this  interposition  is  showa  by  the  subjoined  facts. 
Id  1818,  the  exportation  of  cottm  goods  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  amounted  to 
£2,432,301;  in  1819,  it  amounted  only  to  XI,- 
109,138 ;  being  a  falling  off  of  £1,323,163.  The 
exports  of  glass,  earthenware,  hardware,  cutlery, 
in  1818,  were  £971,285;  in  1819,  only  £546,741. 
rhe  amount  of  woollen  goods,  in  1818,  was 
£3,160,406;  in  1819,  it  dwmdled  down  to  Xl,- 
r03,024.  In  all  the  great  leading  branches  of 
manufactures  there  was  a  falling  on  in  the  exports 
Xi  the  United  States  of  a  full  half  in  the  amount, 
IS  compared  with  the  year  before,  and  of  above 
£3,500,000  as  compared  with  the  average  of  ex- 
wrts  during  the  last  three  yean. 

A  ease  has  been  proposed  as  a  voy  strong  on^ 
rhich  is  this :  Sappoee  that  all  the  various  em- 
)Ioyments  of  capital  are  cm  the  lowest  level  which 
ivill  continue  them.  In  this  state  of  thines  one 
:lass  is  entirely  thrown  out  of  employment  oy  for- 
ugn  competition.  Tbev  must  either  be  protect^ 
>T  mast  be  rained ;  and  this,  it  is  said,  is  the  ac- 
ual  condition  of  the  United  States.  It  is  divided 
uto  two  classes,  one  of  which  has  no  employment, 
ind  the  otber  barely  enough.  Without  stopping 
o  inquire  whether  it  be  possiUe  for  such  a  case  to 
>xist,  it  will  merely  be  observed,  that  if  it  did  it 
vould  be  improper  to  give  the  required  protection. 
If  the  one  class  has  barely  such  profits  as  will  con- 
jDue  them  in  employment^  they  have  nothing  to 
pare.  If  they  have  any  thing  to  uare,  it  is  proof 
hat  their  employment  u  not  so  fidl  as  to  preclude 
WW  capitalj  which  u  contrary  to  the  supposition. 
The  one  can  only  be  raised  np  by  the  other  being 
lUt  down.  Nor  is  the  case  different  whether  the 
Uasses  which  have  employment  make  small  or 
preat  profits.  That  which  is  employed  can  only 
w  employed  at  their  expense.  In  both  cases  it  is 
mjust ;  in  the  latter  unnecessary,  as  great  profits 
rill  furnish  the  employment  required. 

It  is  not  believed  that  any  circumstances  exist 
vhich  will  justify  the  United  States  in  adopting 
he  proposed  system.  No  writer  of  any  reputation 
^er  contendea  that  such  a  system  was  compatible 
vith  the  greatest  extension  of  the  national  wealth. 
Sven  Mr.  Hamilton,  its  great  advocate,  ad^utted 
hat  if  the  system  of  perfect  liberty  and  free  trade 
vere  the  prevailing  system  of  nation^  they  might 
ittaia  a  greater  pitch  of  wealth  and  proppeiitjf. 
,t  has  been  attempted  to  be  shown  that  this  limi- 
atioa  to  his  proposition  is  founded  in  a  iallacious 
'lew  of  the  subject.  To  propose  to  increase  the 
realth  of  the  nation  bv  increasing  its  taxes  is 
ooiigh  to  revolt  the  unaerstandings  of  ordinary 
nea ;  yet  it  seems  that  a  mode  of  doing  this  has 
teen  discovered,  and  that  the  whole  mystery  lies 
a  calling  that  which  was  before  called  tax — tarifl*. 
D  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  the  worst 
ind  of  tax,  carried  to  the  extent  that  is  proposed ; 
nd  it  would  be  much  better  to  raise  a  sum  of 
jon^y  liy  direct  taxes  at  once,  and  diatribute  it  in 
ounties  among  the  manufactuen.   We  sluHild 


then  escape  ai  least  some  of  tiw  tqipceanve  effiBcati 

of  the  system. 

The  chirf  rfcommendation  of  this  ^tm  hat 
been  suppoaed  to  be  ito  toidency  to  promote  do* 
meatic  independence  and  happmess.  Thb  leads 
the  committee  to  die  second  view  which  they  mo- 
posed  to  take  of  the  subject.  This  is  a  view  whioh 
bdongs  not  merely  to  thepolitical  economist,  but 
also  to  the  statesman.  The  political  economist 
coDceros  himself  only  with  the  manner  in  whioh 
wealth  is  produced,  distributed,  and  coaxumed, 
with  a  view  to  its  augmentation.  The  statesman 
r^rds  this  also,  but  he  sometimes  sees  the  ne- 
cessity of  sacrificing  a  portion  of  the  natiwal 
wealth  in  order  to  attain  objects  still  more  d«dn- 
ble ;  and  no  objects  would  appear  better  to  justify 
such  a  sacrifice  than  the  promotion  of  national  in- 
dependence, iw]i|une8s,  and  aecnxity.  It  will  oe 
attempted  to  show  that  the  system  will  be  mon 

Xtionable  in  this  point  of  view  than  in  any 

The  observations  the  committee  have  alreadf 
made  on  the  effect  of  the  system  to  diminish  thie 
national  wealth  serve  to  eatablish  this  position. 
If  such  really  is  die  consequence,  this  alone  is  an 
unanswerable  argument  against  tne  supposed  effeot 
of  the  system  to  render  us  independent  of  foreign; 
Powers.  If  this  general  position  be  correct,  it  is 
useless  to  enter  into  any  details  to  prove  that  the 
revenue  must  be  diminiwed ;  for  whatever  dimin- 
ishes that  on  which  the  revenue  acts — the  general 
wealth — must  diminish  the  revenue  Itsdf,  or  else 
increase  the  burden  of  taxation.  Even  if  we  conld 
preserve  entire  the  capital  of  the  country,  and  emr 

Eloy  the  same  number  of  bands,  aa  they  woaM  be 
!8s  productively  «nployed,  there  would  be  less 
net  revenue,  less  of  that  great  igeat  vhieh  hu 
been  said  to  be  the  first,  second,  and  third  reqni- 
site  in  war.  Now^  it  is  not  tne  gross  amount 
of  its  capital,  but  its  net  reveoae,  which  a 
tion  employs  to  defend  itself.  If  men  and  ahue 
could  be  multiplied  by  a  magic  wand,  yon  e»M 
not  add  one  soldier  to  your  Army,  or  one  veaHl 
to  your  Navy,  without  an  addition  to  your  net 
revenue.  If  the  income  of  the  nation  is  de- 
stroyed, we  must  still  have  revenue:  and  bow 
shall  we  get  it  but  by  taxing  capital'?  Indeed, 
where  wiU  be  our  boasted  advantages  over  othtt 
nations  with  rtsard  to  taxation,  il  the  proposed 
tariff  be  adopted?  If  we  add  twenty-five  per  ceat. 
to  the  duties,  and  then  have  to  raise  the  same 
aa^unt  of  xevenoe  by  direct  tazea,  or  an  exoinB 
on  mumfactiuea,  (and  in  the  latter  ease  we  shwdd 
have  to  pay  the  duties  twiee,)  we  at  once  add  one 
himdred  and  fiftr  per  cott  to  oia  taxes— that  i% 
every  roan  who  before  paid  a  dollar  will  now  bane 
to  pay  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  and,  if  we  lake 
into  consideration  the  increased  value  of  moacf^, 
more,  if  estimated  by  the  price  of  corn,  than  a 
hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.,  every  man  woo  befone 
paid  a  dollar  will  have  to  pay  six  dollara  and 
twenty-five  cents.  It  would  appear  that  the  ap- 
preciation of  money  ought  to  aftct  all  aiticlet 
equally ;  but,  in  point  of  fact,  it  i^  kapwq,  that 
wnilst  grain  has  fallen  more  ttuun  one  himdred  an4 
fi£^  per  eatu,  and  the  other  atapka  of  agrkultme 
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eonsiderably.  the  ftll  in  mann&ctared  products  is 
etHDpirativefy  smalL  so  that  H  is  quite  tminateria) 
whether  it  is  from  the  appveciation  of  money,  or 
from  ezteraa)  and  domestic  catises,  the  ability  of 
the  agriculturist  to  pay  taxes  will  be  diminished 
by  the  tariff  fully  io  the  proporiioD  stated,  and  the 
aigomeot  a^inst  imposing  them  is  not  the  less 
strong.  Is  it  possible  that  they  can  submit  to  this 
intolerable  load  of  taxation  without  making  every 
lawful  attempt  to  oppose  it?  Is  it  possible  for 
them  to  believe  for  a  moment  that  this  increase  of 
taxation  is  the  remedy  for  their  distresses? 

It  is  not  designed  by  the  committee  to  claim  any 
pr^erence  for  acricultiire  and  commerce  over 
manofiactores.  They  mutually  depend  on  each 
other;  their  interests  are  not  adverae:  and,  if  not 
equally  productive,  they  are  all  e(|ually  necessary 
to  aociety.  But,  whilst  the  political  economist 
might  r^rd  it  as  a  matter  of  mdifference  in  what 
|iroportion  the  three  great  classes  are  distributed 
in  society,  the  statesman  and  patriot  could  scarcely 
hesitate  to  wish  that  the  agricultural  class  should 
greatly  predominate.  The  agricultural  state  is 
more  favorable  than  any  other  to  the  improvement 
of  the  physical  and  moral  powers  of  man.  Whilst 
an  agricultural  nation  will  be  as  powerful  as  others, 
it  will  be  more  virtuous  and  happy.  It  is  in  this 
state  that  the  body  is  invigorated  by  healthful  ex- 
ercises ;  that  the  mind  is  ennobled  by  the  freedom 
and  independence  of  rural  life;  and  thatman  feels 
the  true  dignity  of  his  nature.  Who  would  think 
of  companng  the  brave,  hardy,  and  independent 
yeomen  of  this,  or  any  country,  to  the  miserable, 
nalf-etarved,  rickety  population  of  an  English 
cotton  factory  1  Who  would  compare  the  hardy 
mountaineer  who  pursues  the  deer,  or  slays  the 
buffalo,  their  equal  in  swifloess  and  in  strength, 
to  the  poor,  decrepit,  emaciated  creature  who  has 
been  all  his  life  engaged  in  the  same  dull,  stupify- 
ing  routine  of  drawing  out  a  ten  yard  thread,  or 
manufacturing  the  eighteenth  part  of  a  pin  1  Yet 
it  has  been  attempted  to  be  proved  that  there  is 
more  vice  among  the  agriculturists  than  among 
the  manufacturers,  because  Colquhoun,  a  writer 
who  is  the  partisan  of  the  tatter,  has  asserted  that 
more  crimes  are  committed  in  some  of  the  agri- 
cultural than  in  some  of  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tiieti  of  England  \  whilst  the  just  answer  to  the 
argament  implied  in  this  statement  has  been  over- 
loucd,  that,  where  it  has  happoied  at  all,  it  has 
ben  owing  to  the  laborers,  from  want  of  employ- 
ment, being  thrown  back  from  the  manufacturing 
towns,  which  have  converted  them  from  healthy 
and  well  disposed  children  to  weakly  and  depraved 
adults,  OD  the  county  from  which  they  originally 
came. 

But  if  we  are  agricultural,  we  must  also  be  com- 
mercial ;  and  commerce,  it  is  said,  produces  more 
wars  than  it  pays  for.  If  this  be  true  at  all,  it  can 
only  be  true  of  commerce  pursued  under  the  dark 
influence  of  the  restrictive  system.  Commerce, 
free  and  unfettered,  so  far  from  being  the  cause 
of  wars,  would  be  the  source  of  wea.  Ith,  power, 
ud  prosperity,  and  a  bond  which  would  bind  in 
peaee  ud  bannony  the  universal  society  nations. 
And  it  is  not  an  tinieasonaUe  ezpeetation  that 


this  is  the  kind  of  commerce  that  will  be  pDni»L 
whenever  nations  are  governed  hj  oili^tRd 
rulers,  or  rather  when  they  assume  the  n^t  i 
[overning  themselves.  ThewholeciTilizalviirU 
IS  now  essentially  commercial.  From  tbepenol 
that  commerce  first  emancipated  the  mm  d 
Europe  from  feudal  vassalage,  its  march  hu  ia 
steady,  progressive,  and  rapid.  It  has  beai  ite 
great  agent  by  which  the  treasures  of  the  nriliud 
the  collected  wisdom  of  mankind  have  brai|nni 
throughout  the  world,  and  the  source  of&cpmt- 
perity  sod  grandeur  of  empires.  To  tttmjfi  is 
impede  its  progress  is  to  disregard  the  spiiit  of  tht 
times  and  the  admonitions  ofexjpoienee.  Usa 
osdess  as  to  oppose  the  march  oi  the  hnmuiid 
towards  freedom,  knowledge,  and  lispiHD(s,Dttj 
contend  against  the  irreversible  decrees  of  nitoR 
Nations  have  become  acquainted  wilhaehoiM, 
and  with  the  advantages  which  they  my  doR 
from  liberal  intercourse;  and  laws  mtuxna^ 
enough  to  keep  them  asunder.  The;  cu  otli 
vex  and  disturb  their  intercourse;  they  cunoi  in- 
vent it.  It  is  the  interest  of  every  natioD  u  p 
sue  commerce,  but  peculiarly  so  of  Gmti^ 
States  and  of  every  free  Government  ItisHjiB^T 
important  to  us,  whether  we  consider  it  u  rbeb^ 
sis  of  our  Navy,  or  as  the  grand  iDstrumealfi 
the  extension  of  science,  social  feelings,  mi  fat 
dom  throughout  the  world. 

To  pursue  the  subject :  If  we  give  to  niHat 
tures  all  the  activity  which  they  most  ddinha 
the  agricnltocal  and  commeicial  claw  ^ 
taxed  to  sumort  them,  we  mtist,  in  timt^  bnw 
exportns oimanofactures.  WhaithiiateF^ 
will  we  not  be  exposed  to  all  and  gnuew^^ 
venieoces  than  we  now  are,  from  tiKR'sf)''!' 
foreigners  to  receive  our  raw  produce!  l^ticli, 
indeed,  would  be  most  apt  to  suffer  fromfxioi- 
tudes  in  the  affairs  of  the  country—a  mtico^- 
gaged  in  producing  the  first  necessaries  of  ii-^^ 
one  engaged  in  producing  luxuries,  or  only  >  ^ 
ondary  sort  of  necessaries  ?— one  emiJoH  in 
ducing  commodities  subject  to  the  capncB  (' 
uste  and  fashion,  or  one  employed  in 
those  which  are  essential  to  human  existocf^ 
one  pursuing  occupations  which  caabec^ 
with  facility,  or  one  pursuing  those  which  oc^^. 
changed  only  with  great  diffieoltj  ud 
Wba^  it  is  asked,  would  have  been  tbeflUif 
of  England— where  would  have  beoi  hei  iC'' 
pendence — if  Napoleon  had  succeeded  b  ciny-^ 
mto  effect  his  continental  system  ^ 
since  this  system  has  been  partially  attop 
the  continental  nations  of  Europe,  and  by 
selves,  is  not  this  destruction  of  the  martw|i 
h^  manufactures,  next  to  taxation,  the  prtoflr 
cause  of  the  distresses  of  that  nation? 

It  is  urged  that  a  nation  should  have  id  un''^ 
war  the  necessaries  which  will  enable  it  W 
on  a  war  ]  and  so  it  should ;  but  the  pn^ 
tariff  goes  infinitely  beyond  this  poiot.  Itj^ 
lieved  that  the  manufactures  of  all  the  >iM<^ 
of  war  are  now  perfectly  established  in  #^ 
try.  Coarse  dothing,and  arms,  and  amov^ 
are  not  considered  as  requiring  Auiher^^ 
The  inquiry  now  making,  in  connexim  ** 
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eennis,  will  prove  that  we  have  almost  ercry  ne- 
cessary io  great  abundance.  It  most  be  recollect- 
ed, too,  that  in  a  futare  war,  unless  by  our  policy 
we  destroy  the  Navjr,  our  commerce  will  not  be 
so  entirely  kept  down,  even  if  that  war  be  with 
England-  Our  Navy  is  now  strong  enough  to 
prevent  the  coast  from  being  blockaded,  and  we 
shall  be  enabled  to  maintain  an  intercourse  with 
the  nations  with  whom  we  are  not  at  war.  But, 
it  is  asked,  even  if  we  could  not  get  some  of  the 
necessaries  we  required,  does  any  one  seriously 
believe  that  the  result  of  any  war  would  be  af- 
fected bjr  sach  privations  7  and  if  they  only  affect 
tome  of  its  details,  delaya  march,  or  even  increase 
the  general  mass  of  stmering,  what  is  this  com- 
parra  with  the  wide-spread  and  endless  calamities 
that  this  system  would  give  rise  to?  Should  our 
policy  be  adapted  to  peace  or  to  war — to  the  role 
or  the  exception  1  Undoubtedly,  in  time  of  peace 
we  should  prepare  for  war ;  but  let  us  not  make 
this  preparation  at  so  great  an  expense  that  its 
exhausting  operation  will  incapacitate  instead  of 
fit  us  for  war. 

The  demoralizing  effects  of  this  system,  its  ten- 
dency to  impair  the  principles  of  honor  and  hon- 
esty in  society,  and  to  give  rise  to  fraud,  to  smug- 
gling, and  to  all  the  low  artifices  and  depravity 
which  are  inseparable  from  all  arbitrary  legisla- 
tion, and  thus  to  force  upon  us  a  sanguinary  code 
of  revenue  laws,  utto'ly  incompatible  with  the 
free  and  humane  principles  of  our  Government, 
are  too  obvious,  and  have  been  too  fully  exposed, 
to  require  further  comment  from  the  committee. 

If  these  are  the  disastrous  effect  of  this  system, 
what  will  be  thought  of  those  which  our  free  in- 
stitutions themselves  must  experience  from  this 
unwarrantable  interference  or  the  Grcneral  Gov- 
ernment with  the  rights  of  private  property  1  An 
interference  which  may  rendernugatory  the  whole 
frame  of  civil  polity  which  the  States  have  adopt- 
ed for  the  preservation  of  their  institutions  and  the 
promotion  of  iheir  happiness,  and  which  may, 
ultimately,  break  down  and  destroy  the  very  bar- 
riers which  secure  their  rights  and  sovereignty. 
The  blessings  of  a  free  Government  are  so  great, 
and  the  evils  of  an  arbitrary  one  so  grievous,  that 
we  cannot  be  too  careful  to  preserve  the  one  when 
we  have  it,  or  to  avoid  the  other.  It  would  there- 
fore aroear.  that  whenever  a  new  measure  is  pro- 
posed}  Hie  first  inquiry  of  every  citizen  of  a  repub- 
lic should  be,  what  will  be  its  effects  on  our  insti- 
tutions i  Yet,  as  obvious  as  is  the  truth  of  this 
observation,  it  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  in 
all  that  has  been  so  ingeniously  written  and  spoken 
on  the  subject  of  banung,  and  funding,  and  man- 
ufacturing, they  have  scarcely  ever  been  consider- 
ed in  their  effects  on  our  institutions,  but  merely 
in  reference  to  their  financial  and  pecuniary  ope- 
rations. Our  legislators  and  writers  have,  for  the 
most  part,  viewed  these  subjects  as  political  arith- 
meticians rather  than  as  statesmen. 

If  the  view  that  has  been  taken  of  the  manu- 
faetQring  system  be  conect,  it  must  not  only  di- 
minish me  amount  of  national  wealth,  but  must 
distribniA  it  very  unequally.  This  is  by  far  the 
worat  efiect  of  the  two.  It  taxes  oneclass  for  the 
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support  of  another,  and,  what  is  worse,  taxes 
the  poor  for  the  sake  of  the  rich.  It  thus  produces 
that  inequality  which  is  the  buie  of  repuuics }  for 
it  is,  in  fact,  the  influence  of  the  few,  or,  in  other 
words,  aristocracy. 

Now,  though  no  just  Government  will  interfere, 
by  sumptuary  laws,  to  restrain  the  acquisition  i>r 
wealth,  and  thereby  prevent  inequality,  so  neither 
will  any  just  Government,  by  fostering  particular 
interests  at  the  expense  oi  others,  promote  in- 
equality. This  is  the  opposite  and  the  worst  ex- 
treme of  sumptuary  laws.  Not  is  the  inequality 
which  is  produced  by  the  intaference  of  the  Uw 
by  any  means  as  harmless  as  that  which  results 
from  different  dispositions  and  different  capacities 
in  human  beings.  Whilst  the  one  may  act  as  a 
salutary  stimulus  to  industry,  and  its  worst  con- 
sequences are  continually  ncutratized  by  the  alie- 
nation and  division  of  property,  the  other,  by  creat- 
ing distrust  in  the  Government,  produces  despair 
and  depresses  industry ;  and  the  oread  of  retribu- 
tive justice,  which  always  accompanies  wealth 
unjustly  acquired,  so  far  from  giving  rise  to  divi- 
sion of  property,  inevitably  leads  to  concentration 
and  primogeniture,  to  legal  safeguards,  corpora- 
tions, charters,  monopolies^  and  privil^ed  orders. 
The  fear  that  the  law  which  has  given  may  also 
take  away,  produces  the  necessity  of  usurping  the 
law-making  power.  An  alliance  between  the 
privileged  classes  is  the  inevitatde  consequence ; 
hence  a  new  accumulation  of  powers,  new  pre- 
texts, and  new  means  of  oppressing  the  people. 
The  Government  must  be  rewarded  for  its  pro- 
tection by  an  increase  of  power,  patronage,  sala- 
ries, taxes,  and  a  diminution  of  responsibility. 
The  various  departments  of  the  Government  will 
no  longer  move  in  their  appointed  spheres,  but 
usurp  each  other's  authority.  The  State  sover- 
eignties will  be  merged  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  the  legislativeauthority  in  the  Executive. 
Such  is  the  natural  consequence  of  creating  sepa- 
rate interests  by  law ;  such  is  the  effect  of  that 
inequality  which  is  produced  by  the  interference  of 
the  law  with  individual  wealtn ;  such  the  process 
by  which  free  Governments  are  metamorphosed 
into  aristocracies.  Itisremarkabl&  that,altbong^ 
the  fundamental  maxim  of  our  Government  is 
that  the  people  are  capable  of  self-government, 
our  Legislatures  often  practically  deny  it.  They 
place  too  much  reliance  on  the  efficacy  of  techni- 
cal rules  and  artificial  restraints.  Legislators  con- 
sider themselves  as  the  rulers,  not  the  agents  of  the 
people ;  as  their  guardians,  not  their  attorneys. 
The  disregard  of  that  fundamental  maxim,  that 
there  is  an  inherent  disposition  in  man  to  improve 
his  condition,  and  sagacity  to  perceive  the  means, 
is  believed  to  be  the  source  of  innumerable  errors 
in  legislation,  and  particularly  of  that  which  dio> 
tates  the  usurpation  of  the  right  to  direct  individual 
wealth. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  advocates 
for  the  supremacy  of  the  General  Government 
should  defend  a  policy  which  is  calculated  to  ag- 
grandize it,  by  creating  a  new  class  of  dependants; 
but  it  is  greatly  to  be  wondered  at  that  tnefrienda 
of  Slate  rights  should  ever  have  deiended  it ;  it 
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«8n  only  be  because  they  hare  Dot  fully  perceived 
its  certain  coDseqaence.  It  is  belierea  tbat  no 
«andid  mind  can  rail  to  perceive  that  the  effect  of 
the  manufacturiDg  and  its  kindred  systems  will  be 
to  transfer  a  ^eat  portion  of  the  wealth  of  the 
af^culturists  to  the  other  classes.  If  wealth  is 
thus  transferred,  so  are  the  lueans  of  education,  of 
knowledge,  and,  consequently,  of  power.  This  is 
d,  subject  which  demands  the  serious  atteation  of 
erery  agriculturist  in  the  Union.  The  evil  is 
augmented,  too^  by  the  heavy  duty  on  books, 
which  bears  with  peculiar  hardship  on  the  agri- 
culturist, who  does  not  enjoy,  as  the  merchant,  the 
manufacturer,  and  the  mechanic,  the  advantage  of 
the  public  libraries  of  the  cities.  The  material 
with  which  they  cultivate  the  earth,  and  that  with 
irhich  they  eiutirate  the  mind,  are  alike  under 
the  intndlction  of  this  syRtein. 

The  great  influence  which  the  manufacturers, 
KSttered  as  they  vriU  be  over  the  whole  face  of 
the  country,  must  acquire,  will  leave  the  agricul- 
titfists  little  hope  that  if  they  once  assent  to  their 
system  it  will  ever  be  revoked.  Among  the  means 
by  which  their  influence  in  the  Government  must 
be  increased,  the  facility  which  they  must  derive 
from  our  popular  modes  of  election,  of  directing 
^  sufixages  of  the  persons  they  eioploy,  is  not  the 
least  worthy  of  consideration.  This  apprehen- 
aion  is  not  diminished  by  the  consideration  that 
their  dependants,  as  we  are  told,  will  consist  prin- 
cipally of  foreigners.  As  much  as  we  respect  that 
cuas  of  people,  and  as  willing  as  we  always  are  to 
afibrd  them  an  asylum  in  our  free  and  happy  land, 
it  is  not  bdieved  that  our  l^islation  coiua  doive 
moeh  improvement  from  the  counsels  of  the  cot- 
ton weavas  of  Manchester  and  the  blacksmiths  of 
Birmingham.  They  have  imbibed  their  political 
notions  under  a  Qovernment  too  dissimilar  to  ours 
to  be  Bsefol  citizeos  in  the  capacity  of  l^islators. 

The  ctunmittee  have  already  adverted  to  the  ef- 
fict  of  the  system  to  drive  population  and  capital 
tnm  one  State  to  another,  and  to  agvraadize  the 
General  Government  at  the  expense  of  the  States. 
Row,  it  must  occur  to  erery  impartial  miad,  tbat, 
il  there  be  any  force  at  all  in  these  observations, 
the  right  of  the  General  Government  to  adopt  such 
ft  system  must  be  more  than  questionable.  Fass- 
inff  over  those  Constitutional  objections  which  ad- 
ipiC  of  being  urged  with  great  force,  that  Congress 
c^unot  lay  taxes  bat  for  the  purpose  of  revenue, 
ttnd  that  tois  system  is  equally  incompatiUe  with 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  {wescribes  uni- 
formity of  imposts,  and  with  that  which  forbids 
taxes  on  exportation,  they  will  appeal  only  to  that 
aacred  spint  of  justice  which  we  all  equally  vene- 
rate, and  the  authority  of  which  we  equally  ac- 
knowledge; and  they  ask,  in  the  name  of  that 
jwtice,  whether  it  is  possible  to  beUeve  that  the 
pongtess  of  the  United  States  can,  without  vio- 
lating every  principle  on  which  our  republican  sys- 
tem 15  founded,  tax  one  class  of  the  community  for 
the  support  of  another?  whether  they  can  debar 
a  man  tne  use  of  the  faculties  he  has  derived  from 
nature?  compel  him  to  abandon  an  occupation  to 
which  he  has  devoted  his  life,  and  which  he  un- 
derstands, and  to  pursue  another  which  he  does 


not  uoderstand  ?  whether  it  can  tike  awiy  ibt 
fruits  of  one  man's  industry,  earned  bjr  them: 
of  his  Ihtow,  and  bestow  ihem  on  uotbervkik 
not  earned  them?  No  Legislature, mocli kvi 
limited  one,  has  any  such  right.  Those  who  In- 
come parties  to  Government  cannot  be  supposd 
to  agree  to  any  other  exactions  than  such  u  a 
necessary  to  defray  its  just  expenses,  and  tow 
serre  public  order  and  morals.  ETeti,thetdm 
if  it  could  be  made  to  appear  that  ike  efoi 
of  the  system  would  be  to  augmoit  tbe  vinlf 
wealth  of  the  nation^  this  object  could  not  yidify 
a  Legislature  in  taxing  particular  classes, wmt 
their  consent,  for  the  benefit  of  the  irmt.  TU 
object  of  gorernmeot  is  to  secure  meaiiilbtft 
ercise  of  their  faculties^  not  to  lestrain  « &m 
them ;  to  secure  them  in  the  full  and  free  e^ 
ment  and  control     their  jproperty,  aad  mi  n 
distribute  and  regulate  it  by  itsownarbitniTii 
It  never  could  have  entoed  ioto  the  coBionkfc 
tion  of  the  States,  when  they  agreed  to  tbt  Co- 
stitution,  that  the  General  Govmimeiit  hid  i 
right,  by  its  legislation,  to  change  theiimniDal  it 
laiions  towards  each  otner ;  to  enrich  one,  aodut 
poverish  another ;  to  strei^then  one,  and  veibt 
another ;  and  to  impair,  and  perhaps  oltimtiti; 
destroy,  the  wealth,  freedom,  and  happiiies  k 
them  all.   Let  it  not  be  thoi^ht  tbat  uusb^i 
language  of  hyperbole.    The  committee  spoloi 
tbe  natural  tendeDcy  of  the  system.  Nooneknr 
how  far,  in  conjunction  witn  its  kindred  spia!t^ 
it  may  stop  short  of  these  consequences;  do 
knows  how  far  it  may  go  beyond  Uiem.  Ov  iaii 
safety  is  in  arresting  it  now,  when  ahoosifniT 
circamstance  is  imfavonfale  to  its  adofdoa  Km 
never  was  a  time  when  there  was  less  vfinil^ 
it.   The  adoption  of  it  by  the  cfrntiaaialBiiw 
of  Europe  will  enable  us  lo  obtain  sootWa 
by  abstaining  from  it — will  diminish  tbeilw- 
tages  of  our  manufacturing,  and  iacmKihoKo! 
our  tilling  the  earth.    The  un^amlleled  dtsttw 
of  the  country,  of  which  agriculture  experin* 
by  far  the  heaviest  portion;  the  increased kii!) 
of  manufacturing,  without  artificial  aid,  foim^ 
fall  in  the  price  of  labor  and  materials-^TOT  a 
cumstance  opposes  this  pottcy,  and  recomnteM» 
contrary  one. 

The  people  of  these  States,  like  the  thne|R» 
occupations  that  employ  them,  are  united 
strongest  ties  of  reciprocal  interest.  Tbe;  »^ 
just  mide  in  the  inhwlanee  heqnealW  U*^ 
hr  their  aneettoxs,  their  common  fteedm  W 
glory ;  and  th^  eqaally  appreciate  the 
which  they  derive  frtnn  that  unioo,  wbicti  s  w 
result  of  Uieir  mutual  exertions,  and  vliiclii'' 
mutually  their  intenest  to  preserve.  Bui  ills' 
blessini^  must  be  seriously  impaired  without  ^ 
cultivation  of  good  will,  and  the  underiatiag^ 
ercise  of  justice  towajds  each  other.  It  is  bf 
means  only  that  the  temple  of  our  UDioncuK 
cemented  and  consolidated,  and  that  we  can  pv^ 
serve  it  from  the  fate  wiack  the  dissoloUe  Ur- 
of  other  Governments  have  shand.  The  c« 
mittee  believe  that  nothing  can  have  a  gto* 
tendency  to  diminish  our  confidoicein  tht^ 
emment  of  the  Union,  and  to  impair  oar**' 
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don  for  it,  than  all  those  measures  which  diatri- 
bnte  its  aaTantafes  partially  and  nnequalW.  They 
beliere  that  such  will  pre-eminently  be  the  effect 
of  the  manufactartng  system  as  proptned  by  the 
tariff  bill  that  has  wen  reported,  and  they  fear 
that  this  ia  only  the  commencement  of  the  sys- 
tem; not  that  they  attribute  any  unfriendly  de- 
signs or  impute  motives  to  its  friends,  but  that  the 
same  reasoning  which  has  beeun  the  policy  will 
dictate  its  continuance;  and  that  the  unsuccessful 
isaue  of  every  effort  wiU  be  an  argument,  not  for 
alnndoning  it,  but  for  making  a  new  attempt. 

The  committee  are  fully  aware  of  the  great  im- 
^rtance  of  certainty  and  stability  in  tlu  regula- 
tions of  trade,  and  of  the  tendency  of  constant 
flactoations  to  iminir  that  confidence  which  is 
necessary  to  the  actirity  and  success  of  commer- 
cial operations ;  but  it  ia  desirable  that  agricul- 
ture shonld  experience  at  least  some  of  the  Iwnefits 
of  those  changes  which  oar  present  system  aeems 
destined  to  undergo.  Believing,  however,  as  the 
committee  do,  that  the  proper  object  of  a  system 
of  duties  is  revenue,  they  regard  the  revision  of 
the  tariff  as  being  strictly  the  province  of  the 
Committee  of  Wajrs  and  Means.  With  thwira- 
pressions,  and  representing,  as  they  do,  only  one 
of  the  great  interests  of  the  community,  they  for- 
bear to  propose  any  positive  measures  which 
might  seriously  and  extmsively  affect  them  all. 
Tbey  have  freely  expressed  their  own  sentiments 
on  the  important  subject  referred  to  them,  and 
they  believe  those  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
agriculturists  throughout  the  oou&lry.  In  oonfor- 
mity  with  these  sentiments,  they  009  the  foltow- 
in(C  Ktioliiti(m :  " 
JteaUvti.  That  tbe  increase  of  the  duties  pro- 

Sosed  in  the  bill  entitled       bill  to  relate  the 
nties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  is  incompa- 
tible with  the  interests  of  agriculture  and  of  the 
comiUBiiity  genendljr,  and  oi^t  not  to  be  adopted. 


SINKING  FUND. 

^CommonicBted  to  tbe  Senste,  Fabruary  7,  ISSl.j 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
spectfully report  to  Congress : 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  boiird,  subseqnaiily  to  the  last  report  of  dte 
5th  of  Fcbrury,  1830,  so  iar  as  the  aune  have 
been  completed,  are  folly  detailed  in  the  report  of 
tfa«  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  board,  d^ed 
the  5th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  state- 
ments therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
tesnsmitted)  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a  pstt  of 
tiku  repnt. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 

Pretidtnt  of  the  &natd  pro  tern. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
Seerdary  o/State. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 
Seeretarpo/the  ZWofwjr. 
Wabhiiiotoii,  Afr..6, 18S1. 


Treasitby  Dbparthbmt,       5, 1831. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reapectfuyy  re- 
ports to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund: 
That  tbe  siim  diabancd  from  the  Treasury,  daring  the 
yeir  1819,  on  Kccouot  of  the  pnndpal  and  interest 
of  the  public  ieitt,  u  per  the  last  aDonal  report 
WM       -      -      -  $7,721,020  M 
From  which  dodact  the 
amount  of  repayment 
in  that  year    -      -        17,198  09 

 »7,703,83l  87 

Wbiob,  with  B  snm  Ariiing  from  dsm- 
agca  and  interest  on  two  protested  ' 
bUb  of  eicbanfe,  repaid  in  1819, 
which  in  that  year  bad  been  purdiaeed 
snd  remitted  to  Europe,  for  payment 
of  interest  on  Loaisiana  stock  -      •  (a)  S,69l  78 
Together  with  tbte  sum,  being  the  dif- 
ference between  the  principal  ofstook 
purdiawd  daring  tbe  year  1819  and 
tbe  money  paid  for  the  same  -      -      47,608  4B 
And  a  further  aum,  being  gain  on  re- 
mittances to  Europe  in  1810,  aa  ap- 
pears by  atalement  D,  annexed  to 
the  last  annasl  report     -  87 


Amounttag,  together,  to     •      •  y7.76B,886  01 


Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner,  vis : 
There  was  applied  for  the  payment  of  a  sum  abort 
provided  on  account  of  tbe  public  debt,  due  prior  to 
tbe  Ut  January,  1819,  aa  per  rtatement  B.annexed 
to  the  lut  annual  report      -      -     9lS8,4S7  69 
The  application  during  the  year  1819 
towards  tba  paymeatof  the  prindpal 
and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  as 
ascertained  by  accounts  rendered  to 
this  Department,  amoanted,  as  ap- 
pears by  tbe  annexed  itatoment  A, 
to  tbe  sum  of      -  97,666,873  16 


In  the  reimbursement 
of  the  prinapal  of 
the  deferred  stock      486,803  46 

In  the  parchase  of  the 
domeatic  debt,  (coat 
$664,366  62.)     ■        711,937  65 

In  the  redemptioD  of 
tbe  Loaisianastock    1,316,449  73 

In  the  payment  of  the 
principal  of  Trea- 
sury notes   -      •        80,000  00 

In  tbe  payment  of  eer^ 
tain  pajta  of  the  do- 
mestic debt  .      .  04  33 


3,493^  00 

On  account  of  the  ia< 
tarest  and  charges    6,16^638  11 


7,066,878  10 


(a)  Amount  of  repayment  by  J.  M.  Ehrkk,  including 
ialerest  and  damages        ...  $tS|6S0  66 

Cost  of  two  bills  purchased  by  him  in 

1818,  £3,900  stcriing.  at  par     -      -   12,888,  88 


$3,631  78 
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Of  tbia  ram  there  wu 
■hort  provided,  con- 
■iatiog  of  UDdaim- 
cd  dividend!  on  the 
public  debt,  not  ep* 
plied  for  by  the  pro- 
prietor!, &•  per  the 
uuicxed  atataineni 
B       -      -  - 


S9,9lfi  84 


7,636,967  32 


$7,765,885  01 


That,  dorioB  the  jeer  1630,  the  followiBg  dtvbarse* 
mcots  were  mtda  oat  of  the  Tretmiy  on  aeeoDDt 
of  the  principtl  Bod  interest  of  the  pablic  debt : 

On  Mcoont  of  the  intereet  on  the  domeetic  debt  and 
reimburMmcnt  of  the  principal  of  the  deferred 
stock  ------  95,474,378  88 

On  account  of  the  principal  and  intar- 
cst  of  Treaiur;  notes  -      -  - 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the 
Louisiana  stock  -      .      .  . 

On  aecoant  of  the  interest  on  the 
same  - 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  th» 

domestic  debt  .... 
Oq  BCcouQt  of  certain  parts  of  the  do* 

meitic  debt  - 
On  account  of  the  Mississippi  stock 


106,444  67 

1,785,662  04 

188,133  87 

1,718  77 

134  08 
1,150,468  88 


Making:,  together,  as  vill  appear  by 
the  annexed  statement     the  sum 

of  


$8,705,930  68 


Whidi  disbntaements  were  made  from  the  appropria- 
tion of  #10,000,000,  for  the  year  1830,  agreeabJ;  to 
the  act  of  the  ad  March,  1817,  to 
the  amount  of     -      -      -      -  $8,838^614  88 

And  from  repayment  into  the  Trea- 
sury, on  aecoant  of  moneys  hereto- 
fore sdvanced  for  the  interest  and 
reimbursement  of  the  pablic  d^t 
and  Tieaanry  notes,  as  per  the  an- 
nexed atatement  E,     -      •      -        77,416  25 


$8,705,930  63 


•ndwin  be  aeconnted  for  in  the  next  snnaal  report,  in 
conformity  to  accounts  which  shall  then  have  been 
rendereil  to  this  Department. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  manner  in  which  the  said  sum 

hoe  been  applied  is  estimated  aa  Callows : 

There  la  estimated  to  have  been  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  deficiency  at  the  end  of  1819,  as  per 
sUtemcnt  B        ...      -      $30,816  84 

Also,  in  the  reimbursement  of  the 
deferred  slock  -      -  9503,196  94 

Also,  in  the  payment  of 
the  principal  Treas- 
ury notes       -      -    100,000  00 

Also,  towaidi  the  to- 
demption  of  the  Loo* 
iaiana  stock     -      •  1,786,663  04 

Also,  in  Uie  purchase  of 
stock  snd  payment  of 
ceruio  pansoftho  do- 
mesUc  debt     -  180  83 

Also,  in  the  payment  of 
the  Miaoasippi  stock  1,150*406  33 


Also,  in  the  payment  of 

the  interest  on  the 

funded  debt  and  Tre- 
asury notes  -  6,034,737  87 
And  for  replacing  funds 

heretofiare  advanced 

for  the  payment  of 

converted  6  per  cent. 

slo^,  whiUi  in  1819 

had  been  repud  into 

the  Treasury  -  1,678  43 

8,686,904  IS 

In  the  next  annual  state- 
ment, the  repayments 
in  1820  will  be  exhib- 
ited as  a  deduction 
from  the  total  amount 
of  warrauts  iasaed  for 
the  public  debt  for 
that  year,  to  tiie 
amount  of      -      •      77,416  » 

And  there  is  estimated 
as  remaining  unap- 
plied io  the  bands  of 
the  agents  in  Europe, 
and  in  protested  bills, 
on  the  1st  of  January, 
1831,  per  estimste  U     114,430  79 


From  which  dedact  this 
sum  short  provided  on 
account  of  unclaimed 
dividends,  payable  bat 
not  demanded  at  the 
Treasnty 


8,767,830  17 


81,816  48 


A  sUtement  marked  H  is  annexed,  whidi  cil^ 
the  balance  of  the  annnil  appropriation  of  |IO|OIU" 
unexpended  on  the  1st  January,  IS21. 

And  siatoment  marked  I,  of  the  funded  dclila" 
United  Suies  on  the  lat  January,  18X1. 

All  of  which  ia  respealully  anbmitted. 

WM.  H.  CBAWrOtf 


RIUHT  OF  A  STATE  TO  TAX  A  BRANCH  Of 
THE  UNITED  STATES  BANK- 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Febrauy  1'  1^'^ 
CoLUMBua,  Jcamrs  22, 1^1' 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  ^ca  ^« 
closed  report  and  resolutions  on  thesnb^uit 
tain  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  ^ 
and  to  request  that  yoa  will  lajr  the  saw 
the  Senate  over  which  you' preside.  . 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  lir,  jroor  obe£ttf' 

ETHAN  A.  BRO«* 
To  the  President  of  the  SemiU,  U.  S. 
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Rq/ort  of  the  Joint  ConmiiUe  of  both  Hwa  of  Che 
Omend  Atambly  of  the  &ate  of  Ohio  on  the  commtt- 
nictUion  of  the  Attditor  of  S^aie  upon  the  tuhjeet  of 
the  proceedinff$  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  StaU* 
offmnst  the  opxn  of  StaU  in  the  United  State*  cir- 
wit  AMtrj. 

From  the  papers  submitted  to  the  committee,  it 
appears  that,  in  the  month  of  September,  1819,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  exhibited  a  bill  in  chan- 
cery before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
then  sitting  at  Cbilicothe,  against  Ralph  Osborn, 
auditor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  obtained  in  that 
court  an  order  of  injunction  against  him,  prohib- 
iting faim,  as  auditor,  from  p^brming  thie  duties 
enjoined  upon  him  br  the  "Act  to  lery  and  col- 
lect a  tax  from  all  banks  and  individuals,  and 
comfMinies  and  associations  of  indiridnals,  that 
may  transact  banking  business  in  thU  State  with- 
out being  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  lavrs  thereof." 

It  further  appears  that  the  auditor,  not  being 
satisfied,  before  the  time  appointed  by  lav  for  him 
to  act,  that  an  injunction  bad  been  ordered,  issued 
his  warrant  in  conformity  to  the  law  under  which 
the  tax  imposed  by  law  was  collected  and  paid 
into  the  State  treasury. 

It  further  appears  that  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  at  their  last  term,  adjudged  that 
this  act  of  official  duty  was  a  contempt  of  court; 
for  committing  which,  diey  awarded  a  writ  of  at- 
tachment agamst  the  auditor,  returnable  to  Janu- 
ary term  next. 

It  appears,  also,  that,  at  the  September  term  last, 
upon  the  application  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  an  order  was  made  allowing  them  to  file 
an  amended  and  supplemental  bill  makine  Samuel 
Sullivan,  the  Treasurer  of  StatCj  a  defendant,  "  as 
present  treasurer  of  Ohio,and  in  his  private  and  indi- 
vidual character;"  and  also  making  Hiram  Mirick 
Curry,  late  treasurer,  and  John  L.  Harper,  the  offi- 
cer that  collected  the  lax,  defendants;  upon  the 
filing  of  which  amended  and  supplementary  bUl, 
a  further  order  of  injnnetion  was  made,  prohibit- 
ing the  Treasuror  of  State  from  ne^tiating,  deliv- 
ering over,  or  in  any  manner  parting  with  or  dis- 
posing oP'  the  money  collected  for  tax,  and  paid 
into  tne  State  treasury  according  to  law.  And  it 
further  appears  that,  besides  these  proceedings,  an 
action  of  trespass,  at  the  suit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  was  commenced,  and  made  return- 
able to  the  last  September  term  of  the  same  circuit 
court,  against  Ralph  Osborn,  John  L.  Harper, 
Thomas  Orr,  James  McCoUisier,  John  C.  Wright, 
and  Charles  Hammond,  in  which  the  ptaintil^ 
have  filed  a  declaration  charging,  among  other 
things,  the  taking  and  carrying  away  the  same  sum 
of  money  in  the  proceedings  in  chancery  specified, 
under  color  and  pretence  of  the  law  of  Ohio. 

Whatever  attempt  may  be  made  to  characterize 
this  proceeding  as  a  controversy  between  individ- 
aals,  it  is  evident  that  its  practical  ^kcl  is  to 
make  the  State  a  defendent  before  the  circuit 
coort  of  the  United  States.  In  every  thing  but 
the  name,  the  State  is  the  actual  defendant.  No 
other  interest  but  that  of  the  State  is  involved. 
In  every  stage  of  the  inquiry,  the  right^  interests, 


and  powers  of  the  State  only  are  presented  for 
adjudication.  The  final  process  must  operate  di- 
rectly upon  the  State,  and,  if  efiectual,  must  de- 
range totally  the  official  accounts  both  in  the 
Auditor's  and  Treasurer's  departments ;  for,  if 
there  be  a  specific  decree,  as  prayed  for  in  the  sup- 
plemental bill,  a  specific  execution  may  be  sent 
into  the  State  treasury  to  carry  that  decree  spe- 
ci6call)[  into  eflTecL 

Not  is  it  only  in  its  practical  eff^t  that  the 
real  character  oi^tfais  proceeding  is  to  be  perceived. 
It  is  distinctly  avowed  in  the  body  of  the  biU,  both 
bv  naming  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio  as  the 
offending  party,  and  by  calling  on  the  court  to 
restrain  the  Auditor  of  Stale  from  performing 
official  acts  in  bis  official  character ;  and,  in  fact, 
it  would  seem,  from  the  foundation  upon  which 
the  injunction  was  allowed,  both  on  tne  first  and 
second  applications,  that  the  court  must  have  re- 
garded it  ail,  substantially,  a  proceeding  against 
tlie  Sute. 

All  judicial  proceedings  are  founded  upon  facts 
established  judicially.  The  transactions  of  indi- 
viduals are  verified  by  testimony  judicially  taken; 
but  the  proceedings  of  States  and  Ckivemments 
are  r^rded  as  of  puUic  nutoriety,  to  be  received 
upon  the  evidence  of  general  history.  When  an 
individual  applies  for  an  injunction  against  ano- 
ther individual,  his  application  is  never  regarded 
unless  the  matter  alleged  in  bis  petition  be  estab- 
lished by  his  own  affidavit,  or  that  of  others.  The 
court  never  restrain  an  individual  in  the  exercise 
of  his  supposed  rk;hts,  upon  the  naked  su^es- 
lion  of  another.  The  law  of  Virainia,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  of  Ohio,  alike  requires  that,  before  any 
injunction  shall  be  granted,  the  judge  or  court 
granting  it  shall  be  satisfied,  by  affidavit  at  the 
loot  of  the  bill,  or  by  other  means,  that  the  allega- 
tions in  the  bill  are  true.  The  practice  of  the 
federal  court  and  federal  judges  in  Ohio  has  been 
to  require  proof.  No  injunction  has  been  granted 
upon  mere  suggestion  until  that  against  Ralph 
Osborn,  Auditor  of  State.  No  other  injunction 
has  been  granted  upon  mere  su^estion  but  that 
against  Samuel  SuHivan,  Treasurer  of  Slate.  Both 
these  injuoctious  were  granted  instantly,  upon  ap- 
plication by  bill  alone,  without  any  proof  being 
offered  or  required  that  one  single  allegation  con- 
tained in  the  bill  was  true.  This  departure  from 
the  common  course  of  proceeding  can  be  account- 
ed for  and  vindicated  but  upon  one  ground — that 
the  party  substantially  a  defendant  was  a  sovereign 
State,  all  of  whose  proceedings  were  matters  of 
public  notoriety,  of  which  the  court  was  informed 
without  proof  in  the  ordinary  mode. 

By  the  original  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  the  federal  judiciary  were 
empowered  to  take  co^izance  of  controvmiea 
between  a  State  and  citizens  of  another  State ; 
but  by  the  same  instrument  this  jurisdiction  was 
vested  exeltuively  in  the  Supreme  Court.  A  State 
never  could  be  held  to  answer  or  be  made  amena- 
ble before  a  circuit  court  of  the  United  States. 
B;^  the  eleventh  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
this  power  to  call  a  Stale  to  answer  before  the 
Sufffeme  Court,  at  the  suit  <^  a  citizen,  was  wholly 
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taken  from  the  federal  judiciary.  It  Ib  po-fecdy 
dear  that,  before  this  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion was  made,  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  could  not  hare  entertained  jurisdiction  of 
a  suit  in  equity,  enjoiniDg  the  State  officers  from 
executing  the  State  laws,  in  a  case  of  the  direct 
action  of  the  State  sorereiguty,  like  that  for  the 
collection  of  taxes.  The  principal,  and  not  the 
ministerial  agent  is  always  the  proper  defendant 
in  such  a  suit.  That  principal  being  directly  and 
personally  amenable  m  the  Supreme  Court,  his 
ease  eouul  not  be  drawn  to  a  tribunal  that  had  no 
jurisdiction  over  the  principal,  by  instituting  a  suit 
against  the  agent  alone.  The  Stat&  before  the 
amendment,  could  be  sued  in  equity  beuve  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  and  could,  in  a 
proper  case,  be  there  enjoined.  In  that  court  only 
could  a  State  be  prohibited  from  carrying  her  laws 
into  operation.  For  that  rery  reason  Her  officer 
could  not  be  enjoined  in  a  circuit  court.  It  would 
be  to  subject  the  interest  aud  rights  of  the  State  to 
the  decision  of  a  tribunal  that  nad  no  jurisdiction 
to  decide  them,  and  where  the  State  could  not  be 
admitted  a  defendant  to  defend  them.  It  is,  there- 
fore, a  strange  doctrine  to  maintain  that  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  exoressly  forbidding  the 
judges  so  to  construe  the  Cfonstitution  as  to  call 
States  before  the  supreme  courts  as  defendants,  at 
the  suit  of  individuals,  is  to  operate  as  vesting  the 
circuit  courts  with  powers  u>  do  that  indinctly 
which  thev  nev»  ud  any  direct  power  to  do. 
The  amendment  was  intended  to  protect  the  States 
from  a  direct  responsibility,  upon  process  before  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  only  tribunal  before  which 
they  were  then  lialde  to  be  called  to  answer.  By 
the  construction  now  attempted,  this  amendment 
19  made  to  vest  the  circuit  court  with  a  jurisdiction 
equally  effective  against  the  State,  though  indirect 
in  its  i(»m  of  proceeding.  It  effects  nothing  but 
the  d^radation  and  humiliation  of  the  States.  In- 
stead of  the  distinction  of  being  called  to  defend  its 
rights  before  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  na- 
tion, the  State  is  reduced  to  the  level  of  the  most 
ordinary  citizen,  and  made  answerable  in  an  infe- 
rior tribunal.  Instead  of  enjoying  the  privilege  of 
nianagiog  directly  its  own  interesb,  ana  absolutely 
controUiog  its  own  defence,  the  Stale  must  sabmit 
to  the  consequotce  of  blending  its  interests  with 
the  timidity  or  treachery  of  others,  and  must  be 
concluded  m  a  decision  made  by  a  ease  which  it 
ia  in  the  power  of  others  to  manage  as  they  please. 
The  committee  are  persuaded  that  such  was  not 
the  object  of  the  amendment,  and  that  such  is  not 
the  correct  construction  of  the  Constitution. 

It  is  asserted  that  this  is  an  individual  proceed- 
ing against  the  persons  named  as  defendants ;  that 
aluough  the  State  cannot  be  sued,  yet  persons  re- 
main responsible,  and  may  be  made  subject  to  every 
proper  process.  It  has  heretofore  been  deemed  a 
sound  maxim  in  ethics,  that  whatever  could  not  be 
lawfully  done  directly^  could  not  be  justly  effected 
by  indirect  means.  If  this  maxim  be  regarded,  (as 
the  State  never  could  be  directly  proceeded  against 
in  the  circuit  court  without  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution,} every  indirect  mode  of  proceeding  ought 
to  be  eoBudned  inadmissible;  out,  in  fact,  and 


snbstantjalty,  this  is  not  a  proceediag  agaiut  ii- 
dividuals. 

A  court  of  chancery  proceeds  a^nst  pena 
and  against  the  subject :  in  technical  laagB2g^v 
personam  and  in  ran.  The  proceediag  in  [his  cm 
is  not  against  Ralph  Osbom  and  Eiiamud  SulliTu 
for  any  matter  in  which  they  have  sd  MnM 
or  personal  concern ;  it  is  only  in  the  perToriBiw 
of  official  duties  that  the  process  of  thecnnii- 
terferes  to  control  them.  It  was  not  for  hudf 
or  upon  his  individual  account,  that  Ralph  (Un 
issued  his  warrant  to  collect  a  tax  fiim  ikU 
of  the  United  States;  it  was  for  the  Stale,  nl  a 
his  character  as  auditor,  that  he  acted :  it  is  da's 
the  transaction  of  individual  business,  or  sfoib 
own  contracts,  that  Samuel  Sollivan  is  fbrlitti 
to  dispose  of,  or  part  with,  partieiilir  bah  Bt 
is  inhibited  from  paying  away  money  reemt^lf 
him  as  treasurer,  held  1^  him  as  sach,  and  Cortkt 
disbursement  of  which  he  is  officiiUy  respomif 
to  the  State. 

A  State,  in  the  abstract,  is  an  intangible  utUf. 
like  a  corjporatioa ;  in  suh^ance,  it  is  a  comauiia 
of  individuals;  itcan  only  act  byindiTidoaligW 
and  its  power  of  action  is  completely  domi^ 
when  these  agents  are  restrained  from  aeiiag.  i 
is  solemn  trining  to  admit  that  a  Stale  eiDHtk 
sued  in  the  circuit  court,  aud,  at  the  sasietiBi,!!^ 
sist  that  every  agent  that  the  State  mpkf  afl 
becootrolled  and  restrained  fiomiMriinHien 
official  functiona  ^  the  same  cucuit  cont 

The  Auditor  of  State  is  a  nuDistmalageDiiiiK 
executive  department  of  the  Govemmai;  ii 
bis  duty  to  superintend  the  coUectioa  of  tlieR^ 
nue ;  he  acts  directly  for  the  whole  (KCfle  n!" 
each;  in  every  one  uf  his  official  acts bttu^ 
a  portion  of  the  sovereign  fowet-,  andvi*"'' 
restrained  from  acting  officially,  il  is  ^soinp 
power  of  the  State  that  is  restrained.  , 

Injunctions  to  stay  [voceedings  in  thecov^ 
law  are  founded  upon  a  different  priociple;  ^ 
act  upon  the  party  and  not  upon  the  coon,* 
call  in  question  the  conduct  of  the  po'^yi*!^ 
justice  or  integrity  of  the  judges.  TbepSF 
too  frequently  called  the  Oovenunait,  Bern 
tend  that  one  individual  sh^  use  their  pD«i><° 
do  injustice  to  another.  Courts  of  ebaaeef' 
instituted,  not  to  control  the  courts  of  ItTi^i^ 
control  individuals  who  may  have  obtained^ 
oonscionatile  advantages  in  the  law  court!. 
proceedings  of  the  chancery  court  is  die  aci^ 
people ;  but  it  does  not  openle  upon  ^J"^ 
themselves  in  and  through  the  courts  "^j^] 
only  withdraws  the  subject  from  the  jndgiD"'" 
the  people  in  their  law  court,  to  their  jiidj^J' 
their  court  of  chancery,  upon  the  P''''°'rv: 
adequate  justice  cannot  »e  administered 

This  injunction  operates  through  »be  s*^ 
upon  the  whole  people  of  the  Slate.  Heii>^ 
agent;  his  acts  are  their  acts ;  he  proceeds 
their  direction,  and  for  their  sole  Daiefit>  W 
ate  responsible  for  his  errors,  and  are  boi>> 
protect  nim  irom  unjust  responsibiUty.  ^ 

If  the  injunction  was  intended,  ana 
operate  upon  Ralph  Oaborn  nloiib  bis  "^r^ 
or  reiQoval  from  office  would  lendier  it  nuff^' 


Digitized  by  Google 


1689 


im 


Ohio—Bank  of  the  United  StaUt. 


His  successor  in  office  would  be  at  liberty  to  act ' 
notwithstandioff  the  iajuoction.   But  that  this  \ 
■^Tw  not  the  iatemioo,  and  is  understood  not  to  be 
tbe  effect  of  this  iDjonetioa,  is  placed  bejrdnd  all 
doubt.  Tbe  bill  prayed  not  only  Uist  Ralph  Os-  - 
bom,  Avditor  of  State,  but  that  all  othen  whom  ' 
it  concerned,  shoirid  be  enjoined,  and  so  the  order  ; 
of  iDjonction  was  made.   The  court  hare  judi- 
cially declare  diat  this  order  did  not  extend  to 
Rilpb  Osbom  and  bis  aeent  alone,  but  to  all  who 
iavnt  act  upon  the  subject.  By  resigning  bis 
office  after  notice  of  an  applieatioa  for  the  injunc- 
tion, Ralph  Osbom  would  have  ceased  to  have 
any  cooeem  in  the  subject  of  it.   Yet  we  are  dis- 
tinctly given  to  understand  that  his  sncoessor  in 
office  was  enjoined,  as  well  as  every  other  agent  i 
or  officer  whom  the  law  might  appoint^  to  per- 
form any  du^  connected  with  the  collection  pro- 
hibited. Thn  fact  alone  would  seem  decisive  that 
tbe  proceeding  is  not  personal  against  Ralph  Os- 
born,  but  is  dittat  against  the  Auditor  of  State. 

It  is  charged  in  the  supplemental  bill  that  the 
money  cdleeted  tns  detirned  to  Hiram  Mi^ick 
CoMy  to  keep  upon  deposite,  and  by  him  deliv- 
ered to  Bamoel  Sullivan  to  keqt  in  like  rtianner ; 
it  is  also  ebarged  that  at  the  time  of  receiving  tbe 
money  Carrey  was  treasurer  of  tbe  State  of  Ohio, 
and  at  tbe  time  of  delivering  it  to  Salllvftn  be 
was  the  successor  of  Currey;  and  tbe  bill  prays 
that  Currey  as  late  treasurer,  and  Sdllivan  as  pres- 
ent treasnrer,  and  ako  in  Uieir  indrvidual  capaci- 
ties, may  be  made  defendants ;  the  bill  also  prays 
that  Sullivan  may  be  enjoined  from  disposihg  of 
the  specific  money:^  received  by  him  upon  account 
of  the  tax.  This  injunction,  too,  is  granted  upon 
the  suggestions  oontaioed  in  tbe  IhII,  wiAcnt  any 
evidence  that  the  money  was  paid  to  SulUtan  as 
alleged. 

This  proceeding  is  not  merely  personal  against 
tbe  treasurer,  it  is  direct  against  the  subject  \  and 
that  subject  is  maney  in  the  State  treaannr  re- 
ceived by  the  treasurer  as  i^enoe  of  the  State, 
ree«j)led  for  as  sncb,  and  as  such  carried  into  his 
official  aceountft.  But  this  is  not  a  [voceeding 
against  tbe  Slate,  because  the  complainants  all^ 
that  the  "  nature  and  character  of  uie  Whole  tiwia- 
action  forbid  the  supposition  that  the  money  was 
received  by  the  defendttfits  iu  the  capacity  of 
treasurer."  Thus  the  court  are  called  to  deter- 
mine the  whole  transaction  to  be  illegal,  and  then 
to  invest  themselves  with  jurisdiction  to  reach  the 
specific  fbnds,  by  shutting  their  eyes  to  the  real 
facts  of  the  case,  and  supposing  a  state  of  things 
that  never  did  «£ist. 

When  a  State  was  liable  to  be  sued  before  the 
Supreme  Court,  tiM  process  issued  against  the 
State,  and  the  court  directed  a  service  to  be  made 
jpon  the  Governor  for  the  time  being.  If  the 
iroeeedin^  in  the  prMent  case  are  correet,  it  is 
low  sufficient  to  issue  process  against  the  person 
nrho  may  happen  to  be  treasurer,  and  name  him 
>oth  as  treasurer  and  as  an  iodividua),  and,  upon 
uch  process,  at  the  mere  suggestion  of  a  com- 
tlaiDant,  prohibit  him  from  using,  for  the  benefit 
f  the  State,  any  moneys  paid  to  bim  officially 
rfach  it  may  be  alleged  were  colleeted  ill^Uy. 


In  due  season  a  decree  may  be  passed  for  tbe  spe- 
cific restitution  of  the  money  thus  claimed,  and 
this  decree  will  bind  the  treasurer  that  may  be  in 
office  when  it  is  prMiouneed,  and  subject  him  to 
the  rcsponsilMlitiea  of  a  defendant,  u  he  refuse 
to  pay  the  money,  the  eourt  may  attach  bim  for  a 
contempt ;  if  he  does  nay  it  without  a  l^islative 
appropriation,  be  ia  liaUe  upon  his  bond,  and  aob- 
ject  to  impeachment.  Such  might  have  been  the 
consequence  of  a  jndcment  against  a  State  in  the 
Supreme  Court ;  and  it  was,  no  doubt,  an  ajqnre- 
bemion  of  such  a  result  that  induced  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  forbidding  tbe  Fedtfal 
courts  to  call  a  State  befwe  them  as  a  defeadaal  M 
the  suit  of  an  individual. 

It  is  evident  that  the  principle  of  the  proceeding 
secures  to  the  Federal  tribunals  every  power  sup- 
posed to  be  taken  from  them  by  the  amendment. 
If  the  Auditor  of  State  can  be  enjoined  from  ac^ 
iog  t^ciatly ;  if  tbe  treasurer  can  be  decreed  to 

Say  back  money  received  as  revenue,  upon  the 
octrine  that  tbe  court  consider  them  wrongdoras, 
there  is  no  case  of  the  exercise  of  State  power 
that  may  not  be  completer  controlled.  The  Le- 
gislature' levy  a  tax ;  the  Federal  court  are  called 
upon,  and,  upon  motion,  adjudge  it  to  be  contrary 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  they  re- 
gard the  collector  as  a  wrongdoer,  and  enjoin  bim 
from  collecting  it ;  the  tax  is  collected  and  paid 
into  the  State  treasury ;  the  Federal  court  are  an- 
plied  to ;  they  pronounce  the  tax  unconstitutional ; 
the  collection  a  trespass ;  the  State  treasurer  a 
haillee  for  the  claimant,  and  decree  a  restitution  of 
the  amount.  The  Legislature  of  the  State  enact 
a  law  for  the  punishment  of  crimes ;  an  individ- 
nal  is  convicted  under  its  provisions,  and  impris- 
oned in  the  penitentiary  ;  he  complains  that  the 
law  under  which  he  is  convicted  is  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  tbe  United  States ;  he  calls 
upon  th3  Federal  court  for  redress ;  tbe  court  de- 
cide the  law  to  be  unconstitutional,  the  conviction 
illegal,  the  kcepo*  of  the  penitentiary  a  trespasses; 
and  oner  the  prisoner  to  be  dischuged.  In  ram 
a  proceeding  thev  keep  the  State  entirely  out  of 
view,  and  rcj^ra  tt  as  a  mere  personal  matter; 
they  ^ut  their  eyes  to  the  real  state  of  facts,  and 
assert  "  that  the  nature  and  character  of  the  whole 
trauMClion  forbid  the  supposition"  that  tbe  State 
oould  have  had  any  agen<^  or  concern  in  the  im- 
prisonment. In  this  manner  the  States  may  be 
placed  at  the  foot  of  the  Federal  Judiciary^  as  well 
in  its  administration  of  its  criminal  jiutioe  aa  ia 
its  fiscal  concerns. 

Ia  granting  an  injunction  against  tbe  Auditor  of 
State,  in  tbe  first  mstance,  and  in  awarding  an 
attachment  against  him  for  disobedienee  to  that 
injunction,  tbe  federal  circuit  coart  in  Ohio  have 
nneqnivoeally  asserted  a  jtirisdietion  over  tbe  State 
and  Its  officers  in  the  cofleetim  of  revenue.  The 
circumstances  under  which  tbe  attachment  was 
Mdeted  admonish  us  that  the  juiisdietion  thus  as- 
serted will  be  without  rduetance  enforced.  The 
auditor  will  be  fined  or  imprisoned,  or  both,  fw 
«ecuting  his  official  duty ;  and  the  State  must 
i  either  acquiesce  in  the  correcfnesa  of  the  proeeed- 
I  ing,  and  avert-iha  eonaeqaence,  by  retracing  dieir 
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sie^  or,  ngudiDg  it  as  aa  eneroachment  unHk 
their  joHt  aothority,  miut  prepare  to  take  sttch  a 
stand  agaiiut  it  as  the  Constitution  and  a  just  re- 
gard to  their  rights  may  warrant. 

The  committee  conceive  that  the  proceeding 
in  this  case,  hy  bill  in  chancery  aad  injunctioQ 
against  the  anditor  and  treasurer,  is,  to  erery 
sabstantial  purpose,  a  process  against  the  State. 
The  anditor  and  treasurer  are  defendants  in 
name  and  in  formonty,aad  can  only  bemadeand 
regarded  as  defendants  to  crade  the  prorisions  of 
the  Constitution.  From  the  riew  they  hare 
taken  of  the  subject,  the  conclusion  seems  inerit- 
able,  that  the  Federal  court  have  asserted  a  juris- 
diction which  a  just  constructiou  of  the  Constitu- 
tion does  not  warrant;  and  the  committee  con- 
ceire,  that  to  acquiesce  in  such  an  encroachment 
ufmn  the  privileges  and  anthority  of  ihe  State, 
without  an  effort  to  defend  them,  would  be  an  act 
of  trenebcry  to  the  State  itself^and  to  all  the  States 
that  eompdae  the  American  Uaion. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  lbs  doctrine,  that 
the  Federal  courts  are  exclusively  vested  with  ju- 
risdiction to  declare  in  the  last  resort,  the  true 
interpretation  of  the  Consiitution  of  the  United 
States.  To  this  doctrine  in  the  latitude  contended 
for,  they  never  can  give  thar  assent. 

Every  court  of  justice]  where  they  have  juris- 
diction over  the  parties  to  the  suit  and  the  subject 
of  controversy,  are,  of  necessity,  invnted  with 
power  to  decide  every  question  upon  which  the 
rights  of  the  parties  depend;  and  their  decision  is 
conclusive,  unless  a  superior  court  be  invested  with 
jurisdiction  to  review  it.  On  this  subject  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Federal  and  State  judiciary  are  precisely 
the  same.  These  powers  are  not  founded  upon 
any  express  Coastitutional  provision,  but  result 
from  the  very  nature  of  written  constitutions  and 
judicial  duty. 

Among  other  things,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  declares  that  "noStatedball  pass  any 
bill  of  attainder,  tx  po^  fiuto  law,  or  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts."  A  defendant,  prose- 
cuted for  a  crime  before  a  State  court,  may  insist 
that  the  law  upon  which  he  is  accused  is  tse  pott 
facto.  If  the  State  court  decide  in  bis  favor  it  is 
conclusive,  because  there  is  no  law  authorizing 
the  Federal  court  to  review  it.  If  the  decision  be 
against  him,  it  is,  for  the  same  reason,  conclusive. 
No  person  can  be  criminally  prosecuted  before  the 
Federal  courts  fox  the  violation  of  a  State  law. 
No  appeal  or  writ  of  error  from  the  decision  of  a 
State  court,  in  a  State  prosecution.  Lies  to  the  Fed- 
eral court  The  interpretation  of  that  {wovision 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
declares  that  no  State  shall  pass  an  ex  post  facto 
law  is  now  exclusively  vested  in  the  State  courts. 
Nor  can  the  Federal  courts  ever  be  vested,  under 
^e  Constitution,  as  it  now  stands,  with  effective 
jurisdiction  to  interpret  and  enforce  this  provision. 
They  cannot  be  empowered  to  take  the  adminis- 
tration of  crimioal  justice  from  before  the  State' 
courtSjin  the  incipient  stagesof  a  prosecution;  and 
a  Writ  of  error  alter  judgment  would  clearly  be  a 
suit  at  law,  in  which  the  State  must  be  defendant. 


and  would  come  dircctly  within  the  tenu  of 
amendment. 

In  this  oue,  then,  the  Federal  courts  camKKiMT 
pronoonce  an  effective  judicial  decision. 
cannot  possess  themsdves  of  juiisdictiiHi  m  ill 
parties  upon  whom  any  decision  th^  migfainiA 
could  operate.  Yet  individuals  may  contritestDt 
feigned  action,  or  make  some  feigned  issoc^ 
present  to  the  Federal  court  for  decisoniost, 
calling  upon  them,  and  thus  empowering  i^io 
decide  that,  upon  a  particular  state  of  iicb,tlit 
operation  of  a  State  law  wotdd  be  er potkb, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  provisioD  of  lkC«- 
stitution  of  the  United  States.  A  deciuoo  lis 
obtained  would  be  entitled  to  respect  uibecfit- 
ion  of  eminent  men,  but  nerct  codd  bei^m 
as  a  judicial  declaration  of  the  law  irftbelw. 

By  an  excess  provision  of  the  CoBsliiatioisf 
the  United  States,  a  provision  inttodoH^  |i- 
posely  to  dSect  that  object,  the  States,  ia  ut  w- 
troversies  they  may  have  with  indiriduls,  iff 
placed  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Pfdnl 
courts.  It  would  seem  incontrovertible  tbt  ik 
amendatory  article  placed  the  Slates  ud  il»  tin- 
ted States  in  a  relation  to  each  other  difemt  (na 
that  in  which  they  stood  under  the  onginil  Cra- 
stitution — different  in  this:  that,  in  lU  casts  vkm 
the  States  could  not  be  called  to  uawa  ia 
Federal  courts,  these  courts  ceased  to  be  i  Ctmst^ 
tutional  tribunal  to  investigate  and  determiwibai 
power  and  authority  under  theConstitatioeofik 
IJnited  States.  The  duty  of  the  courts  toddut 
the  law  terminated  with  their  aathotitjlpw- 
cute  it. 

The  committee  conceive  that  such  isiknii 
and  such  is  the  settled  construction  t^AeCissO- 
tution ;  settled  by  an  authtHity  paraoMeaiti u 
others,  and  from  which  there  can  benoq^a^ 
the  authority  of  the  people  themsdves. 

So  early  as  the  year  1798,  the  Sutcs  w 
people  were  called  to  declare  their  opioioniiipA 
the  question  involving  the  relative  rigbts  and  \<i\ 
ers  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Suteiv 
of  the  Gtovernments  of  the  separate  Stats.  » 
the  month  of  November  of  that  year,  the  Siie« 
Kentucky  resolved : 

"  That  the  several  States  comprisitigtlieCi^ 
States  of  America  are  not  united  on  the  ptii^ 
of  unlimited  submission  to  their  Oeoenl  Ganrt 
ment ;  but  that,  by  compact,  under  tlwstfleiA; 
title  of  a  Constitution  for  the  United  Sta^i^ 
amendmoits  thereto,  they  constituted  > 
Ooremroent  for  special  purposes,  dd^ted  to(u 
Government  certain  definite  powers,  met^'' 
each  State  itself  the  residuary  mass  <^  npi  ^ 
their  own  self-«overnnent ;  and  that,  whwoPf 
the  General  Government  assumes  uiidele^=" 
powers,  its  acts  are  unauthoritative,  void, 
no  force ;  that  to  this  compact  each  Sute  tw» 
as  a  State,  and  is  an  integral  party,  its  co-S»s 
forming,  as  to  itself,  the  other  party ;  that  tlic 
ernment  created  by  this  compact  wasnoinaK* 
exclusive  or  final  judge  of  the  extent  of  ib^f 
ers  delegated  to  itself,  since  that  would  baTe*" 
its  discretion,  and  not  the  Constitatioo,  tbei*^ 
ure  of  its  power;  but  that,  as  in  all  <fibaa»* 
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compact  BiuoDg  parties  having  do  commoo  judee^ 
each  vaity  has  an  equal  right  to  judge  for  itself, 
as  well  of  infractions  as  of  the  mode  and  measare  | 
of  redress." 

In  the  month  of  December  of  the  same  year, 
(1798,)  the  L^islature  of  Virginia  resolved : 

"That  this  Assembly  doth  explicitly  and  per- 
emptorily declare  that  it  views  the  powers  of  the 
Federal  Goretnment  as  resulting  from  the  com- 
pact to  which  the  States  are  parties,  as  limited  by 
the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  instrument 
constituting  that  compact,  as  no  further  valid  than 
they  are  authorized  by  Ihegranta  enumerated  in  that 
compact;  and  that,  in  case  of  deliberate,  palpable, 
and  dangerous  exercise  of  other  powers  not  granted 
by  the  said  compact,  the  States  who  are  parties 
thereto  have  the  ri^ht,  and  are  in  dutv  bound,  to 
ioterpme  for  arresting  the  progress  of  the  evil,  and 
for  maintainiog:  within  their  respective  Hmit:^  the 
authorities,  rl^ts,  and  libertieB  appertaining  to 
them." 

It  cannot  be  foi^tten  that  these  resolves,  and 
others  connected  with  them,  were  occasioned  by 
the  acts  of  Congress  commonly  called  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  and  by  certam  decisions  in  the 
Federal  circuit  courts  recognuin^  the  oUiratorr 
force  of  the  common  law,  as  applicable  to  the  fed- 
eral jurisprudence. 

The  resolutions  of  Virginia  were  submitted  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  dinerent  States ;  Delaware, 
Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  the  Senate  of  New 
Yovk,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  and  Ver- ; 
moKit  returned  answers  to  them,  strongly  repro* 
bating  their  principle,  and  all  but  Delaware  and 
Connecticut  asserting  that  the  Federal  Judiciary 
were  exclusively  the  expositors  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitutioo.  In  the  Viivinia  Legislature,  Uiese  an- 
swers were  submittecT  to  a  committee,  of  which 
Mr.  Madison  was  chairman,  and  in  January,  1800, 
[his  committee  made  a  report,  which  has  ever  since 
been  considered  the  true  text-book  of  republican 
principles. 

In  that  report,  the  claim  that  the  Federal  Judi- 
ciary are  the  exclusive  expositors  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  is  taken  up  and  examined.  The  com- 
mittee say : 

"  But  It  is  objected  that  the  judicial  authority 
is  to  be  rc^rded  as  the  sole  expositor  of  the  Con- 
atitutlon,  m  the  last  resort;  and  it  may  be  asked 
for  what  reason  the  declaration  by  the  General 
Assembly,  supposing  it  to  be  theoretically  true, 
could  be  required  at  the  present  day,  and  in  so  m^- 
ema  a  maimer  1 

On  this  olgecticm  it  might  be  obaervedr  first, 
that  there  may  he  instances  cf  usurped  power, 
which  the  forms  of  the  Constitution  would  never 
draw  within  the  control  of  the  judicial  department; 
Hecondly,  that  if  the  decision  of  the  judiciary  be 
raised  above  the  authority  of  the  sovereign  par- 
ties to  the  Constitution,  the  decisions  of  the  other 
departments,  not  carrira  by  the  forms  of  the  Con- 
jititution  before  the  judiciary,  must  be  equally  au- 
thoritative and  final  with  the  decisions  of  that  de- 
partment; but  the  proper  answer  to  the  objection 
19,  that  the  resolution  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  re- 
lates to  those  gteat  and  extraordiaary  cases  in 


which  all  the  forms  of  the  Ctmstitation  may  prove 
ineffectual  against  infractions  dangerous  to  the  es- 
I  sential  rights  of  the  patties  to  ii.  The  rnolution 
supposes  that  dangerous  powers  not  delegated  may 
not  only  be  usurped  and  executed  by  the  other  de- 
partments, but  that  the  judicial  de]>artments  also 
may  exercise  or  sanction  dangerous  powers  beyond 
the  grant  of  the  Constitution ;  and,  consequently, 
that  the  ultimate  right  of  the  parties  to  the  Consti- 
tution, to  judge  whether  the  compact  has  been  dan- 
gerously violated,  must  extend  to  violations  by  one 
delegated  authority  as  well  as  by  another,  by  the 
judiciary  as  well  as  by  the  executive  or  legisla- 
tive." 

"  However  true,  therefore,  it  may  be,  that  the 
judicial  department  is,  in  all  questions  submitted 
to  it  by  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  to  decide  in 
the  last  resort,  this  resort  must  necessarily  be  deem- 
ed the  last  in  relation  to  the  aulhoiities  of  the  other 
departments  of  the  Government;  not  in  relation 
to  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  Constitutional 
compact,  from  which  the  judicial  as  well  as  the 
other  departments  hold  their  delegated  trusts.  On 
any  other  hypothesis,  the  delegation  of  judicial 
power  would  annul  the  authority  delegating  it ; 
and  the  concurrence  of  this  department  with  the 
others  in  usurped  powers  might  subvert  forever, 
and  beyond  the  possible  reach  of  any  rightful  rem- 
edy, the  very  Constitatitm  which  all  were  insti- 
tuted to  preserve." 
The  resolutions  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  and 
I  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  the  Senate  of 
New  York,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  in  re- 
ply, and  the  answer  to  these  replies  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia,  were  a  direct  and  Constitutional 
appeal  to  the  States  and  to  the  people  upon  the 
great  question  at  issue.  The  appeal  was  decided 
by  the  Presidential  and  other  elections  of  1800. 
The  States  and  the  people  recognised  and  affirm- 
ed the  doctrines  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  by  ef- 
fecting a  total  change  in  the  administration  of  the 
Federal  Government.  In  the  pardon  of  Callender, 
convicted  under  the  Sedition  law,  and  in  the  re- 
mittance of  his  fine,  the  new  administration  une- 
quivocally recognised  the  decision  and  the  author- 
ity of  the  States  and  of  the  people.  Thus  has  the 
question,  whether  the  Federal  courts  are  the  sole 
expositors  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
in  the  last  resort,  or  whether  the  States,  "as  in  all 
other  cases  of  compact  among  parties  having  no 
common  judge,"  have  an  eatul  right  to  interpret 
that  Constitution  for  themsdves,  where  their  sot- 
ereigu  rights  are  involved,  been  decided  against 
the  jHretension  of  the  Fed^al  juries,  by  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  the  true  source  of  all  Intimate 
powers. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  high  au- 
thority of  this  precedent,  as  well  as  the  clear  right 
of  the  case,  imposes  a  duty  upon  the  State,  from 
which  it  cannot  shrink  without  dishonor.  So  long 
as  one  single  Constitutional  effort  can  be  made  to 
save  them,  the  State  ought  not  to  surrender  its 
rights  to  the  encroaching  pretensions  of  the  circuit 
court. 

But  justice  should  ever  be  held  sacred.  Pride 
and  resentraent  are  alike  poor  apologies  for  perse- 
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rerance  in  error.  If  it  wereadmitted  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Federal  court  against  the  State, 
through  its  officers,  are  not  warraatcd  bjr  the  Con- 
stitution, still,  if  tne  State  has  commenced  in  er- 
ror, it  should  abandon  the  controvery.  Before, 
therefore,  we  determine  upon  the  course  we  ou^bt 
to  pursue,  it  is  necessary  to  reriew  and  ezamme 
thejcTound  upon  which  we  stand. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  eaubtisbed  an 
office  of  diacoDnt  and  depoeite  at  Cineinnati,  in 
this  State,  whicb  commenced  banking  in  the 
Spring  of  the  year  1817.  The  Legislature  met 
in  December  following,  and  upon  the  13th  day  of 
Decembo-  a  resolotion  was  proposed  in  the  House 
of  RepresentatiTes,  and  adopted,  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  taxing 
such  branches  as  were  or  might  -be  established 
within  Uiis  State.  The  committee  reported  against 
the  expediency  of  leryingsuch  a  tax,  out  the  House 
of  Reprejientatires  rerersed  their  report  by  a  ma- 
jority of  37  to  22.  A  substitute  for  their  report 
was  then  ofiered,  asserting  the  ri^bt  of  the  State 
to  lery  such  a  tax,  and  the  expediency  of  doing  it 
at  that  time.  The  Constitutional  right  of  the  State 
to  lery  such  a  tax  was  carried  48  to  12,  and 
the  expediency  of  proceeding  to  lery  the  tax  by 
33  to  87.  A  bill  assessing  a  tax  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  passed  to  oe  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  and  final  passage,  and,  upon  the  third 
reading,  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  of 
December,  1818. 

After  this  solemn  assertion  of  the  right  to  tax, 
and  when  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  pending  be- 
fore the  House  of  Representatires,  the  bank  pro- 
ceeded to  ori^nize  a  second  office  of  discount  and 
deposite  at  Chilicothe,  in  this  State,  which  com- 
menced banking  in  the  Spring  of  the  year  1818. 
In  January,  1619,  the  Legislature  enacted  the  law 
le7ying  the  tax,  and  postponed  its  execution  until 
the  September  following,  that  the  bank  might 
have  abundant  time  so  to  a^ran^  then-  business 
as  not  to  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  tax- 
ing law. 

At  the  period  of  adtrnting  the*  tncamres,  the 
constitutional  right  of  uie  State  to  levy  the  tax 
was  doubted  by  none  but  those  interested  in  the 
bank,  or  those  who  expected  to  derive  pecuniary 
advantages  for  themselves  or  their  friends  by  the 
location  of  branches.  It  seemed  impossible  that 
a  rational,  disinterested,  and  indepnident  mind 
could  doQot.  During  the  existence  of  the  old 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  State  of  Oeoivia 
bad  asserted  this  rieht  of  taxation,  and  actually 
collected  the  tax.  The  bank  brought  a  suit  to  re- 
cover back  the  money  in  the  federal  circoit  court 
of  (Seorgia.  This  suit  was  brought  before  the 
Supreme  Court,  upon  a  question  not  directly  in- 
volving the  power  of  taxation.  The  Supreme 
Court  decided  the  point  befbre  them  in  favor  of 
the  bank,  upon  such  grounds  that  the  suit  was 
abandoned,  and  the  tax  submitted  to.  When  the 
charter  of  the  present  bank  was  enacted,  it  was 
known  that  the  Stales  claimed,  and  had  practi- 
cally asserted,  the  power  of  taxing  itj  yet  no  ex- 
emption from  the  operation  of  the  jpower  is  stipu- 
lated by  Congrets.  The  natural  inference  Aom 


the  silence  of  the  charter  upon  this  point  wooU 
seem  to  be,  that  the  power  oi  the  States  was  n-  i 
cognised,  and  that  Congress  were  not  disposed  tc 
interfere  with  it. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  bad  dis- 
tinctly expressed  in  what  cases  the  taxing  pomi 
of  the  States  should  he  restrained.  No  maxim  of 
legal  conatruetion  is  better  settled,  and  more  oai- 
versallr  acknowledged,  than  that  express  finiiia- 
tions  of  power,  either  in  constitutions  or  in  statoBeh 
are  distinct  admiasions  that  the  power  ezids,  ana 
may  be  exercised  in  every  other  case  than  those 
expressly  limited.  With  a  knowiedffe  of  these 
facts  and  doctrines  in  their  minds,  taat  a  eooB- 
dence  in  the  power  of  the  State  to  lery  this  tu 
should  be  almost  universal,  is  what  ereiy  intdli- 
gent  man  would  expect. 

But,  after  the  law  was  enacted  that  levied  the 
tax,  and  before  the  time  of  its  taking  efiect,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  m  the  etc 
of  Maryland  and  McCuUoch,  decided  that  the 
States  were  debarred,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  from  assessing  or  levying  any  such 
tax.  And  upon  the  promulgation  of  this  decisica 
it  is  maintained  that  it  became  the  duty  of  tke 
State  and  its  officers  to  acquiesce,  and  treat  tk 
act  of  the  Legislature  as  a  dead  letter.  The  com- 
mittee have  considered  this  position,  and  areaoi 
satisfied  that  it  is  a  correct  one. 

It  has  been  alreadv  shown  tha^  since  the  rier- 
enth  amendment  to  tne  Constitotion,  the  sepantt 
States,  as  parties  to  the  compact  of  Unioa,  are 
not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts 
upon  questions  involving  their  power  and  aotiior- 
ity  as  sovereign  States.  Not  being  subject  to  their 
jurisdiction,  no  State  can  be  concloded  by  the 
opinions  of  these  tribunals.  But  these  «fc  ques- 
tions in  respect  to  which  there  is  no  common 
jad^  and,  tnerefore,  the  State  has  a  rig^t  to  judge 
for  itself.  If,  by  the  management  of  a  pnty,  and 
through  the  inadvertence  or  connivance  of  a  State, 
a  case  be  made,  presenting  to  the  Snpreme  Coort 
of  the  United  States  for  decision  important  aod 
interesting  questions  of  State  power  and  State  ao- 
thority,  upon  no  just  ininciple  on^t  the  Stales  to 
be  concluded  by  any  decision  had  upon  such  a 
case.  The  committee  are  clearly  of  Ofrinion  that 
such  is  the  tnte  character  of  the  case  passed  upoa 
the  world  by  the  title  of  McColtoch  tt.  Marrland. 

It  was  oDce  remarked,  by  a  most  profodna  poB- 
ticiao,  tltat  words  are  things ;  and  tine  obaerratioa 
is  most  unquestionably  a  correct  one.  TM?  ease, 
dignified  with  tbeimportantand  high-sonmdiiiff  title 
oP'McCulloch  i«:Ae  State  of  Mai^buid,"  whea 
looked  into,  is  rabnd  to  be  an  ordibair  gut  tea 
action  of  debt,  brought  by  a  common  inlcffincr,  <£ 
the  name  of  John  James ;  and  it  is,  thraoghotit 
an  agreed  case,  made  expressly  for  the  porpose  ri 
obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  t£ 
the  United  Stales  upon  the  onesuon  whether  ^ 
States  eonld  constiimionally  levr  a  tax  npon  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  nnced  case 
was  manufactnred  in  the  Summer  of  the  rw 
1618,  and  passed  through  the  countfcont  of  Bal- 
timore cotintr  and  the  court  a|qpeab  of  Ae  Stmte 
of  Maryland  in  the  atme  aeaaon,  do  as  is  he  got 
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DpoD  the  docket  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  adjudication  at  their  February  term, 
1819.  It  is  only  by  the  maDagement  and  concor- 
reoce  of  the  parties  that  causes  can  be  tbas  expe- 
ditionriybrooght  to  a  final  bearing  in  the  Supreme 
GonrL 

It  most  be  remembered  that,  through  the  extrar- 
a^nt  and  fraudulent  speculatioas  of  those  intrusted 
with  conducting  the  concerns  of  the  buik,  it  stood, 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1818,  upon  the  very  brink 
of  destruction.  At  this  critical  juncture  of  its  af- 
fairs, it  was  a  manceuvre  of  consnmmate  policy  to 
draw  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
a  decision  that  the  institution  itself  was  constitu- 
tiooally  created,  and  that  it  was  exempt  from  the 
taxing  power  of  the  States.  This  decision  served 
to  prop  ]ts  sinking  credit ;  and  if  it  inflicted  a  dan- 
gerous wound  upon  the  authority  of  the  States, 
both  with  the  bank  and  with  John  James,  this 
might  be  but  a  minor  consideration.  It  is  truly 
an  alarming  circumstance  if  it  be  in  the  power  of 
an  as|)iring  corporation  and  an  unknown  and  ob- 
scure indiTidnu  thus  to  dieit  opiniona  compromit- 
tiog  the  vital  interests  of  the  States  that  compose 
the  American  Union. 

It  ia  not,  however,  either  in  theory  or  in  prac- 
tice^ the  necessary  consequence  of  a  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  that  all  who  claim  rights  of 
the  same  nature  with  those  decided  1^  the  conrt 
are  required  to  acqoiesce.  Tbore  are  cases  in 
which  the  decisions  of  that  fribanal  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  no  effective  consequence. 

Id  the  case  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  decided  that  William 
Marbury  was  entitled  to  his  commission  as  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
that  the  withholding  of  this  commission  by  Presi- 
dent^efferson  was  violative  of  the  legal  vested 
right  of  Mr.  Marbury.  Notwithstanding  this  de- 
cision, Mr.  Marbury  never  did  obtain  his  CDmmi»- 
sion ;  the  person  ai^inted  in  his  place  eontioued 
to  act ;  his  acts  were  admitted  to  be  valid  j  and 
President  Jefferson  retained  his  standing  in  the 
estimation  of  the  American  people.  The  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  proved  to  be  totally  impo- 
tent and  unavailing. 

So  in  in  the  case  of  Fletcher  vs.  Peck,  the  Su- 
prmte  Court  decided  that  the  Yazoo  purchasers 
from  the  State  of  Georgia  were  entitled  to>  the 
lands.  But  the  decision  availed  them  nothing, 
unless  as  a  make>weight  in  effecting  a  compromise. 

These  two  cases  are  evidence  that,  in  great  ques- 
tions of  political  rights  and  political  powers,  a  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  tJnited  States 
is  not  conclusive  of  the  rights  decided  by  it.  If 
tbe  United  States  stand  justified  in  withholding  a 
commission  when  the  court  adjudged  it  to  be  tbe 
party's  ri^ht ;  if  the  United  States  mu^t,  without 
reprehension,  retain  possession  of  the  Yazoo  lands 
niter  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  they  were 
the  property  of  the  purchasers  from  Georgia,Eurdy 
the  State  of  Ohio  ought  not  to  be  condemned  be- 
cause she  did  not  abandon  her  solemn  legislative 
m:&  as  a  dead  letter  upon  tbe  promulgation  of  an 
3pinion  of  that  tribunal. 
This  opinion  is  now  belbn  m,  and  the  commit- 
16th  Con.  2d  Sesb.— M 


tee  conceive  that  it  is  the  duty  of  tbii>  General 
AssemUy  calmly  to  examine  the  principles  and 
reasoning  upon  which  it  is  founded.  Much  defer- 
ence is  due  to  the  respectable  individuals  by  whom 
it  was  formed,  and  more  to  the  high  station 
they  occupy  in  the  Government.  Although  their 
ofunion  is  not  admitted  to  have  the  force  of  abso' 
lute  authority,  yet  a  course  of  proceeding  pn>> 
noanced  by  such  eminent  statesmen  and  Uwyers 
to  be  unconstitutional,  ought  not  to  be  lightly  and 
unadvisedly  adopted. 

It  is  not  perceived  that  the  power  of  the  State 
to  tax  the  officers  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
established  within  their  jurisdiction  is  necessarily 
connected  with  the  question  whether  Congress 
have,  or  have-  not,  the  Constitutional  power  to 
create  a  corporation.  This  power  may  safely  be 
admitted,  if,  at  the  time  of  making  this  admission, 
we  clearly  comprehend  the  principles  upon  which 
the  corporation  is  to  be  instituted. 

"A  corporation,"  says  Chief  Justice  Marshall, 
in  the  case  of  Dartmouth  College,  *'  is  an  artificial 
being;  invisible,  intangible,  and  existing  only  in 
contem|dation  of  law.  Being  the  mere  cieatare 
of  law,  tt  pcrasesses  only  those  properties  which  d» 
charter  of  its  creation  confers  upon  it,  either  ex- 
^essly,  or  as  incid«itat  to  its  very  existence. — 
These  are  such  as  are  supposed  best  calculated  to 
efl^t  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created.  Among 
the  most  important  are  immortality,  and,  if  the 
expression  may  be  allowed,  individuality — ^proper- 
ties by  which  a  perpetual  succession  of  many  per- 
sons are  considered  as  ihe  same,  and  may  act  as  a 
single  individual.  They  enable  a  corporation  to 
manage  its  own  affairs,  and  to  hold  property  with- 
out the  perpl^ng  intricacies,  the  hazardous  and 
endless  necessity  of  perpetual  conveyances  for  tbe 
purpose  of  transmitting  it  from  hand  to  hand.  It 
IS  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  clothing  bodies  of 
men,  in  succession,  with  these  qualities  and  eapa- 
citin,  that  corporvtions  are  invented  and  are  in 
use.  By  these  means  a  perjwtual  succession  of  in- 
diriduals  are  capable  of  acting  for  the  promotion 
of  the  particular  object,  like  one  immorUi  being. 
But  this  being  does  not  share  in  the  civil  govcni- 
ment  of  the  country,  unless  that  be  the  pivpoae 
for  which  it  was  created.  Its  immortality  no  more 
confers  on  it  political  power,  or  a  political  charac- 
ter, than  immortality  would  confer  such  power  or 
character  upon  a  natural  person.  It  is  no  more  a 
State  instrument  than  a  natural  person  exercising 
the  same  powers  would  be." 

To  this  definition  of  a  corporation,  tbe  commit- 
tee see  no  reason  to  object;  and  when  the  one 
character  of  a  private  banking  company  is  cor- 
rectly understood,  there  senns  to  be  no  ooeent  • 
reason  why  it  may  not  be  inooroorated  by  Gaor 
gress  upon  the  princii^ei  here  d^ed. 

Banung,  where  the  capital  is  owned  by  an  as- 
sociation of  individuals,  is  a  private  trade,  carried 
on  bv  the  individuals  constituting  the  company 
for  tbeir  own  ]Hrofit.  A  mercantile  company 
trade  in  [urodnce  and  mnchandise;  a  beuing 
company  trade  in  money,  promissory  notes,  ana 
bills  of  exchange. '  Both  may  carry  on  their  trade 
without  a  charter  of  ineorpcffation ;  the  ttade  of 
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both  may  be  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  State  in 
which  they  are  located ;  and  a  charter  of  iDcor- 
poratioQ  may  be  conferred  upon  either,  without 
changing  the  character  of  their  business,  or  cloth- 
iog  them  with  any  portion  of  political  power. 

It  is  competent  for  the  Ghivernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  make  contracts  with  an  association 
of  individuals  as  well  as  with  a  single  person. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  be  authorized 
to  employ  an  unincorporated  banluDg  company  to 
take  cha^  of,  and  transmit  from  ^ee  to  place, 
the  puUic  rerenae.  For  the  performance  of  thin 
aerriee  he  may  stipulate  a  compeDsaiion,  hat  he 
cannot  be  autnorized  to  barter  a  privilege  incoo- 
siitent  with  the  laws  of  the  State  where  the  com- 
pany is  located,  by  way  of  compeiualion  for  ser- 
vices to  be  performed.  If  such  banking  association 
be  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  a  contract 
with  the  General  Government  cannot  suspend 
the  operation  of  those  laws.  If  such  banlting 
assocution  be  subject  to  State  taxation,  tbey  can- 
not be  exempted  from  their  responsibility  by  a  con- 
tract with  the  United  States.  But  a  capacity  to 
transact  its  associate  concerns  in  a  legal  and  arti- 
ficial name;  a  capacity  to  exist  by  perpetual  suc- 
cession, notwithstanding  the  natural  death  of  the 
iodividiiali ;  a  capacity  to  sue,  and  a  liability  to  be 
med,  without  abatement,  b^  the  death  of  any  one 
oS  the  parties ;  an  exemption  from  personal  re- 
qnnsibiltty  for  the  company  debts,  and  conferring 
a  fqwrate  character  upon  the  companjr  fand^  so 
as  to  preMrre  than  distinct  from  the  indivioQal 
property  of  the  members  of  the  company,  are 
not  privileges  incompatible  with  State  laws.  Aud 
if  investing  a  private  company  with  these  privi- 
leges may  conduce  to  the  public  convenience  and 
the  public  safety,  in  making  contracts  to  receive 
and  transmit  the  public  moneys,  conceding  that 
Congress  are  empowered,  under  the  Constitution, 
to  confer  these  privileges,  as  a  consideration  for 
the  performance  of  the  services  agreed  upon,  and 
for  the  purposes  of  public  good,  cannot  possibly 
compromit  tne  safety  of  the  States.  If  their  charter 
of  incMporation  confer  upon  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  no  other  privileges  than  are  here  enu- 
merated, it  is  manifest  that,  in  every  other  respect, 
tboir  iffO|wrty  and  business  stand  upon  the  same 
footing  with  that  of  other  individuals. 

It  was  in  this  light  that  a  charter  incorporating 
a  bank  was  contemplated  by  the  first  founders  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  S  tates.  The  power  of  es- 
tablishing themselves  where  tbey  ]deased,  without 
respect  to  the  State  authority,  was  not  claimed  by 
the  old  bank,  nor  did  they  arrogate  to  themselves 
any  federal  character,  or  any  privilege  which  did 
not  appertain  to  them  as  individual  citizens.  No 
new  or  extended  privileges  are  conferred  by  its 
charter  upon  the  present  institution.  It  is  created 
a  private  corporation  of  trade,  "as  much  so  as  if 
the  franchises  were  invested  in  a  single  person." 
Bat  it  has  received  its  chartered  privileges  from 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  there- 
fore it  is  that  it  is  exempt  from  State  taxation. 

If  the  committee  hare  been  aUe  to  understand 
theopiDion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  this  consequence 
ii  deduead  from  the  five  following  propositions : 


1.  The  Government  of  the  Unioi,dKKfhl» 
ited  in  its  powers,  is  aapmat  within  iis  i^. 
action. 

2.  It  is  the  very  essence  of  Mipiemacf  10  iHKi: 
all  obstacles  to  its  action  within  ita  own  splw-. 
and  80  to  modify  every  power  vested  innW 
nate  governments  as  to  exempt  its  ova  ofia:xu 
from  Uieir  influence. 

3.  Apower  tocreateimpliesapowetiofRiffTE 

4.  A  power  to  destroy,  if  wielded  1^  lifinu 
hand,  is  htwtile  to  and  incompatiUe  inL'M 
powers  to  create  and  to  preserve. 

5.  Where  this  repugnancy  exists,  that  miii 
which  is  supreme  must  control,  not  yield  'aH 
over  which  it  is  supreme. 

These  propositions  are  plausible  and  iln|al^ 
but,  when  carefully  exammed,  and  sifbdioQ 
subject  under  consideration^  it  is  conceindv 
no  one  of  them  can  be  sustained  to  the  aMtx* 
laid  down. 

At  the  threshold  of  the  inquiry,  we  itsan 
what  is  meant  by  the  assertion  that "  the  Gum 
ment  of  the  Union  is  supreme  witlun  iOtptiR'' 
action?"  If  this  observation  is  aiqilied  uiiii' 
ject  where  no  question  of  conflicting  pomrm 
Its  truth  may  be  safely  admitted ;  and  tbe 
sition  is  equally  applicable  to  the  Sutcs.  It  '-? 
same  sense,  each  ottte  is  eqtially  **  mpnntr;- 
its  sphere  of  acti<HL"  In  regtuating  ou  lo^ 
trade,  the  Govenunent  of  the  Uniwi  impisf 
and  in  establishing  the  modes  of  eoirepitt  i:^ 
the  canons  of  descent,  each  State  is  ti)OLl>* 
preme.  But  this  proves  nothing  upoDfltho^ 
when  the  relative  powers  and  autbotitt^:(  ~' 
General  and  State  Governments  are  ^- 
discussion. 

The  power  to  establish  lighthoa* 
buoys,  and  public  piers,  is  within  ibr  - 
action  of  the  Giovemment  of  the  Udwb;^- 
practice,  this  power  has  never  been  consioKv 
preme.  It  has  always  been  exercised  wii^i^'^ 
sent  of  the  States,  and  with  cessiouof 
made  by  them. 

The  Cumberland  road  was  laid  out  3t 
siructed  by  the  Government  of  the  Unioa;  a* 
quently,  the  power  to  do  it  is  covidcRdcu 
their  sphere  of  action.  Yet  this  pomn  ^ 
claimed  as  supreme ;  it  was  only  exao/t^ 
the^ssent  and  approbation  of  the  Suto  ^ 
which  the  road  was  made. 

Murder  is  an  offence  against  all  gortw^" 
yet  the  Government  of  the  United  Suie<^ 
punish  murder  unless  it  be  committedintbei* 
or  Navy,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  wiihiD  liejV- 
and  arsenals,  or  other  places  where  litftof- 
exclusive  jurisdiction.  Except  in  thtti^t:' 
cified,  the  murder  of  an  officer  of  the  Unit^^^ 
cannot  be  distinguished  from  an  ordinary  Ik!«< 
A  judge  of  the  federal  courts,  a  marsli&],af;^ 
of  the  revenue,  a  postmaster,  a  membef  c:  ^ 
House  of  Congress,  the  President  or  Vio^ 
dent,  may  be  murdered,  aud,  if  the 
States  refuse  to  interpose  their  aotboritricP 
the  perpetrator, 'he  must  escape  witkit*^ 
This  GoTennment,  though  aipreme 
sphere  of  action,  cannot  protect  tbe  liir-' 
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poUic  fonctionuies  by  the  pimisbinent  of  those 
who  may  asstil  them.  It  can  assert  no  jurisdic- 
tion, unless  Tiolence  be  offered  to  them  in  their 
official  characters,  and  in  the  performance  (^offi- 
cial duties. 

Jt  may  be  answered  to  this  that  the  punishment 
of  murder  is  not  within  their  sphere  of  action. 
True.  But  how  futile  is  it  to  talk  of  a  Qorern- 
mcDt  being  supreme,  which  is  not  inrested  with 
the  most  common  and  ordinary  mode  of  preserving 
its  existence.   It  is  supreme  orer  individuals  in 
cases  entirely  subject  to  Federal  cognizance.  But 
is  it  supreme  over  the  States?   It  cannot  coerce 
them  eiiher  to  elect  Senators  in  Congress,  or  Elec- 
tors of  President  and  Vice  President.   A  combi- 
nation between  one-half  of  the  States,  comprising 
on  e-ihud  of  the  people  only,  possesses  the  power 
of  disorganizing  the  Fedrnl  QoTemment,  in  all 
its  majesty  of  supremacy^  without  a  single  act  of 
violence.   It  is  expressly  inhibited  by  the  Consti- 
tution, from  which  this  supremacy  is  derived,  from 
calling  the  States  as  defendanu  before  its  courts. 
It  «anoot  save  from  punishment  one  single  citizen 
wbiotn  the  State  authorities  have  condemned.  It 
is   neither  .supreme  to  save,  nor  to  punish.  In 
wtaat,  then,  does  this  supremacy  consist,  in  which 
the  separate  States  are  not  also  supreme '?   Id  one 
thi  ng  only,  and  that  is,  the  exercise  by  the  Federal 
courts  of  appellate  jurisdiction  in  cases,  and  be- 
tw«en  parties,  made  subjects  to  their  jurisdiction  ] 
by  the  Constitution.   But  the  States,  as  parties, 
are  not  subject  to  their  jurisdiction,  but  are  ex- 
pressly exempt  from  it ;  and,  therefore,  over  the 
States  and  upon  questions  involving  the  extent  of 
their  powen  and  authority,  the  Cbvernment  of 
the  Union  is  not  sun-eme.   It  cannot,  according 
to  the  hjrpothesis  oi  the  second  proposition,  re- 
move all  obstacles  to  its  action,  and  so  modify  the 
powers  of  the  Stale  governments  as  to  exempt  its 
own  ojwratioQs  from  their  influence. 

Is  this  second  proiwsition  sustaioaUe  upon  any 
acknowled^d  principle  of  Constitutional  law  ? 
It  is  certainly  a  doctrine  of  portentous  import 
when  connected,  as  it  necessarily  must  be,  with 
the  proposition  that  precedes  it ;  it  claims,  as  an 
ittribute  of  the  Oovernment  of  the  Union,  a  power 
to  modify  every  power  rested  in  the  State  govern- 
ments, so  as  to  remove  all  obstacles  to  its  own 
ictioo,  and  exempt  its  own  operations  from  their 
nfloence. 

According  to  this  doctrine,  the  States  are  not 
;o-partiea  to  the  ocoonact  of  Union,  as  asserted  in 
.7tt8,  by  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  and 
■stabltshedin  1800  by  the  American  peo^e.  The 
i^bte,  powers,  and  aathoritiea  of  the  States  are 
lOt  immutably  established  by  Constitutional  pro- 
isiona ;  but  are  subject  to  modification,  in  order 
3  ^ive  scope  for  the  action  of  the  Gorernment  of 
le  Union. 

The  two  propositions  stand  in  a  perfectly  natural 
nd  logical  connexion,  though  not  thus  arranged 
I  the  opinion:  "  The  Qorernment  of  the  Union, 
lough  limited  in  its  powers,  is  supreme  within  its 
>here  of  action." 

It  is  of  the  very  essence  of  supremacy  to  re- 
ave all  obstacles  to  its  action  within  its  own 


sphere,  and  so  to  motty^  every  power  rested  in  Mfr> 
ordinate  governments  as  to  exempt  its  own  opera- 
tions from  thdr  influence." 

Therefore,  we  may  very  properly  add  the  con- 
sequent— it  is  competent  for  the  Qorernment  of 
the  Union  to  remove  all  obstacles  to  its  action,  bjr 
so  modifying  the  powers  of  the  State  govmiments 
as  to  exempt  its  own  operations  from  their  iniSo- 
ence.  If  the  postulates  be  admitted,  this  conse- 
quent is  inevitable. 

This  result  will  hardly  be  contended  for  in  ex- 
plicit terms ;  it  asserts  a  supremacy  nowhere  re- 
ct^ised  in  the  Constitution.  The  powers  retained 
by  the  States  cannot  be  modified  by  the  Ghivem- 
ment  of  the  Union.    To  modify  is  to  change,  or 

Sive  a  new  shape  to,  the  oower  modified ;  and  if 
le  Government  of  the  Union  can  give  a  new 
character  to  the  powers  reserved  by  theStatea,  tat 
the  purpose  of  removing  obstacles  to  their  own 
power  of  action,  there  must  soon  be  an  end  to  the 
State  gov«nment8.  The  Government  of  the 
Union  asserts  an  eielonre  authority  in  itself  to 
determine  its  own  sphere  of  action.  On  this  point 
it  is  as  supreme  as  upon  any  other.  So  soon  as  it 
has  resolved  that  the  exercise  of  any  power  ap- 
pertains to  it,  that  power  assumes  the  character  of 
supremacy,  and  removes  by  modification — puts 
down  before  its  march — every  power  previously 
supposed  to  be  rested  in  the  States  that  may  pre- 
sent any  obstacle  to  its  action.  Thus,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  mar,  and  undoubtedly  will, 
progressively  draw  all  tne  powers  of  government 
into  the  vortex  of  its  own  authority.  Agunst 
these  doctrines  the  comniittee  conceive  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  States  to  mtec  their  most  solemn 
protest 

The  committee  do  not  admit  that  supremacy  is 
an  attribute  either  of  the  Qoremment  of  the  Union 
or  of  the  State  gorernments.  Supremacy  is  an 
attribute  of  the  people,  and  an  attribute  of  the  laws. 
In  relation  to  the  Governments  the  people  are  su- 
preme, and  the  laws  supreme  over  individuals. 
Government  is  but  the  medium  through  which  the 
supreme  power  acts:  the  Government  of  the  Union 
is  the  medium  through  which  the  American  people 
act  upon  particular  subjects  that  concern  their 
interest  and  their  welfare;  the  governments  of  the 
Slates  are  the  medium  through  which  thesamepeo- 
pie  act  upon  other  subjects,  equally  interesting  and 
important  to  them.  These  two  mediums  of  actiim 
are  only  brought  into  collision  by  the  usurpations 
of  one  or  the  other.  Neither  is  invested  wiu  pow- 
er to  render  its  encroachments  pwmanent,  of  8 
modification  of  the  powers  of  the  other.  While 
moving  within  its  proper  limits,  neither  can  ive- 
sent  an  obstacle  to  Uie  action  of  the  other :  both 
must  proceed  harmonioosly.  In  respect  to  each 
other,  neither  is  supreme,  neither  subordinate.  The 
Government  of  the  Union  and  the  governments  of 
the  separate  States  are  alike  the  property  and  the 
agencies  of  the  whole  American  people.  This 

Principle  is  the  base  and  bond  of  tne  American 
Fnion. 

The  third  proposition  is,  "  that  a  power  to  create 
implies  a  power  to  preserve." 
As  applicable  to  the  Qoranment  of  the  Union 
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ami  the  ineorpontion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  this  propontion,  in  the  broad  sense  of  its 
exwession,  is  considered  totally  inadmissible. 

The  committee  have  already  attempted  to  de- 
monstrate that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a 
mere  priTate  corporation  of  trade.  Their  charter 
confers  npon  them  neither  political  character  nor 
political  power;  it  gives  them  corporate  capacity, 
oothinff  more.  The  [urovision  that  the  bai^  may 
estaUisn  branches  in  the  States  and  Territories, 
when  fairly  construed^  can  only  be  regarded  as 
giving  cor^mteeaiMCity  to  do  so ;  and  this  is  the 
only  proTisitm  of  the  charter  that,  by  any  coIoraUe 
intwpretatiott,  can  be  understood  to  vest  them  with 
a  semUance  of  political  power. 

The  leoal  facnlty  and  capacity  conferred  by  the 
dtarter,  n  constitutionally  created,  are  jHesttved 
in  existence  by  the  Tery  law  tint  originates  them. 
They  become  private  vested  rtght&  and  are  pre- 
senred  by  the  same  nnlTersal  law  that  protects  in- 
diridnal  contracts. 

Bat  the  trade  and  basiness  of  the  bank,  and  the 
franchises  conferred  to  aid  in  carrying  them  oa, 
are  separate  and  distinct  matters.  To  lend  money 
and  drive  a  trade  in  bills  of  exchange  and  gtdd  and 
silver  bollion  are  not  ecvporate  franchises.  These 
trades  exist  independent  of  die  charter,  and  may 
be  poiBoed  by  inoiridttals  without  an  act  of  ineor- 
ponUion.  It  is  not  the  bannesBitsd^  hot  the  par- 
tienlar  method  of  eoDdncting  that  is  created  by 
act  of  Congress  ineorporating  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Natural  persons  are  clothed  with  an  original,  in- 
herent capacity  to  make  contracts,  and  to  acquire 
property.  In  a  corporation  this  capacity  is  arti- 
ficial. In  other  respects,  natural  persons,  and  cor- 
porations of  1^^  persons  stand  upon  the  same 
princifrfes.  The  power  of  making  contracts,  en- 
joyed by  individuals,  is  subject  to  the  regulations 
of  law ;  the  ijroperty  acquired  by  individuals  is 
UaUe  to  taxation  for  the  support  of  those  laws  that 
originate  and  protect  it.  Private  corporations  of 
trade,  upon  evay  maxim  of  justice  and  common 
sense,  are  sutgected  to  the  same  regnlitknis  and 
exactions. 

The  employment^  profession^  business,  and 
tnde  of  natnnl  persons  may  be  taxed  a  such ; 
and  laws  for  this  purpose  are  not  conaida«d  as 
Ticdi^ve  of  indiTidnal  rights,  or  as  incompatible 
with  the  existence  and  preservation  of  trade,  busi- 
nen,  and  employments.  No  just  principle  is  per^ 
ccived  npon  which  these  laws  should  receive  a 
difiermt  interjwetation  in  their  af^lieation  to  the 
tmde  and  business  of  a  private  corporation. 

According  to  the  definition  of  a  corporation 
heretofore  given,  the  cwporate  franchises  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  invest  the  stockholders 
with  immortality  and  individuality ;  with  a  capa- 
city to  act  like  one  immortal  being,  to  perpetuate 
their  existence,  to  mans^e  their  own  a£&irs,  to  hold 
property,  and  transmit  it  from  hand  to  hand  as  a 
natural  person  oould.  These  franchises  are  con- 
ftned  by  the  Government  of  the  Union  to  enable 
the  company  to  conduct  the  business  of  lending 
money,and  the  tradein  Inlbof  exchange  and  gold 
ai^  silver  bullion,  with  oonveiucncemBd  security ; 


but  the  business  and  trade  to  beeondoeiedinii 
corporate  franchises,  aad  are  not  anted  bf  At 
act  of  Congress.  A  tax  assessed  upoo  the  nsaa 
of  the  company  does  not  touch  tbor  eocpocH 
franchises,  however  it  may  affect  their  coBnuK 
or  their  profit.  This  power  to  preserve,  is  uoin 
by  the  court,  and  applied  to  the  sabjett  beiif 
them,  is  not  asserted  for  maintaioiDC  sad  {tss- 
ving  the  corporate  franchises  of  the  Daathih 
the  purpose  of  giving  to  these  corporate  fhHUB 
action  and  employment  everywhere^  indqalK 
of  State  Inwajuid  bejrond  the  coouddhe 
legislation.  When  fairly  traced  lo  iu  e> 
qnences,  the  doctrine  asserted  amoanls  ts  ihit:K 
a  corpoimtion  created  fay  the  Qovennoit  rfm 
Union  is  clothed  with  supreme  uithoritrtDt* 
duct  its  business,  without  respect  to  thetnia 
laws  of  the  States,  and  free  from  way  ippt^ 
sion  of  those  Uiat  may  be  enacted. 

A  most  serious  objection  to  this  doctrineii,^ 
it  asserts  the  power  to  neaerve,  not  as  penuM 
to  the  Government  of  tne  Union,  to  be  enfitfO 
or  not,  at  the  discretion  of  Congress,  bsi  is 
dental  to  the  charter,  and  to  be  Kcuitd  u  It 
company  by  the  judicial  power  alone. 

The  committee  conceive  that  the  povir »» 
ate  a  corporation,  and  the  power  to  piatntii 

rial  privileges  and  exemplioos,  are  pnnDJ 
same  class  and  dcacriptiott ;  nth 
tive  powersjto  he  confined  vr  wiihhiUitv 
discretitMifn  the  Legislature;  aad  when  icisi 
of  ineorpiuation  stipulates  no  special 
and  exemptions,  none  can  be  supposed  ^  ^ 
"  Being  the  mere  creature  of  law,  it  poaerag 
those  jvaiwrties  conferred  upon  it,  eithtri^nif; 
or  as  incidental  to  its  very  existoiee." 

Had  Cong^ress  intended  to  exempt  tbeta^)"' 
the  taxing  power  of  the  Suteasthemeus'F' 
serving  its  existence,  a  provisicm  for  thi>^ 
should  have  been  introduced  into  tbeehirtB'  v 
power  to  make  this  provision  woold  bin  rs 
examined  before  the  charter  was  ciestcd,!^ 
intention  of  Congress  woodd  have  beennaai^ 
The  people  and  the  States  would  hare  bea  if^ 
of  the  pretensions  of  the  bank  befwe  it  {otfiM* 
among  them,  and  b^re  it  had  eMiUi** 
moneyed  influence  to  anppnt  Hsdfl  B*"!^. 
ilege  claimed  by  the  company,  when  ivCj^ 
the  charter,  has  received  the  sanctitHi  tS^W. 
lative  authority,  and  is  open  to  the  enminiiM' 
all.   But  to  invest  them  with  unknoTm  taiv^ 
privileges  to  any  extent  that  the  SDpRwl-<^ 
may  deem  convenient,  to  preswe,  not  onlt  ^ 
corporate  franchises,  but  the  most 
oftt  lem,  is  undoubtedly  a  new  doctrine 
to  corjKirations,  and  as  dangerous  as  iti£H<^ 
This  company  have  daimed  that  die  Swe* 
not  tax  their  corporate  operations,  or  tbf  p{ 
arising  frotn  them  j  and  the  Supreme  CW^ 
sustained  their  claim  as  a  privilege  necs^' 
preserve  their  existence.   By  th«r  cliuW-."' 
are  authorized  to  em|doy  officersj  cle^  ^ 
watte.   Should  the  compaiky  claim  tas^^ 
into  Ohio,  and  employ  them  in  their  hai-y, 
serwMite,  the  oommitlee  wonld  tHneeireib''' 
aa  well  founded,  uid  as  likely  to  he  sast^ 
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the  ezemption  frcmi  taxatiw.  It  stands  upon  the 
same  jHincipIe.  If  the  States  may  cmtrol  the 
compoiiy  ia  the  employment  of  serrants,  they  may 
emluinmss  ita  operations,  aod  impede  a  free  and 
UDrestrained  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  their  cor- 
porate faculties.  By  the  laws  of  Ohio,  a  promise 
to  pay  the  debt  of  another  is  not  oMigatory  unless 
made  in  writing ;  bat  the  charter  of  the  company 
is  silait  as  to  the  nu>de  of  binding  parties  that 
eontract  with  them :  they  mar  claim  that  this  law 
a{  eontiaets  ^[^Ues  to  indiTiaoals  only,  and  can- 
not  touch  them  without  narrowing  the  beneficial 
use  of  the  faculty  conferred  upon  them  by  Con- 
gress. Who  shall  say  that  this  claim  may  not  be 
sustained?  In  short,  who  can  onderiake,  with 
any  prospect  of  success,  to  enameraie  the  privi- 
leges and  exemptions  to  which,  upon  this  doctrine, 
the  banh  are  entitled  1 

It  is  important  to  glance  at  the  train  of  implica- 
tions with  which  this  doctrine  is  connected.  The 
power  to  create  the  bank  implies  the  power  to 
peserve  it.  The  power  to  create  is  itself  derived 
by  implication.  It  is  found  amone  the  subsidiary 
powers  as  incident  to  the  choice  of  means  for  the 
administration  of  the  Qovernment.  Thisim{died 
power  to  create  is  made  the  foundation  for  farther 
imidicatioD;  it  implies  the  power  to  fweserre:  and 
again,  of  necessity,  the  power  to  preserve  im^ies 
a  ehone  in  selecting  the  means  of  preserration ; 
and  npoD  the  doctrine  of  the  court,  all  these  pow- 
eis  are  sn|ffeme,  to  the  (Hteratious  of  whicb  the 
constitutions  and  laws  of  the  States  can  oppose  no 
obstacle.  It  is  certainly  difficalt  to  see  tne  point 
where  these  imj^ieatbns  terminate,  or  to  name 
the  power  whiui  they  leave  to  the  States  anim- 
paireid. 

The  Government  of  the  Union  have  no  author- 
ity, by  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
tointerfere  withtbe  law  of  c(»i  tracts.  They  have 
found  authority  to  institute  a  bank,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  create  a  private  corporation  of  trade : 
and  with  the  power  to  create,  they  have  possessed 
themselves  ofpower  to  weserv^  not  (he  corpora- 
tioB  they  hare  created,  nut  the  Imsiness  in  wluch 
the  corporation  hare  enga^.  This  business  ex- 
tends orer  the  whole  region  of  contract,  either 
direct,  in  negotiating  loans  of  money,  and  pur- 
<ehasing  and  selling  t>illa  of  exohang^  and  g(Ai 
and  silver  bullion,  or  indirect,  in  reeeiring  and 
dispoung  of  mercnandise  and  real  estate,  pledged 
or  mortgaged  for  debts  previously  contracted. 
From  the  aid  of  this  corporation  the  States  may 
withdraw  their  law  of  conveyances ;  or,  as  applied 
to  their  dealings,  the  States  m&y  introduce  ,  pro- 
Ttsions  regulatiDf  contracts,  which  the  corpora- 
tion may  deem  o&tnictions  to  the  enjoyment  of 
titeir  corporate  trade.  From  this  doctrine,  that 
the  power  to  create  implies  the  power  to  preserve. 
Congress  may  derive  a  power  to  frame  a  new  law 
of  contracts,  and  devise  a  new  system  of  conver- 
ances,  suitable  to  the  beneficial  enjoyment  of  the 
trade  of  this  corporation  ;  and  this  new  system,  in 
the  supremacy  of  its  action,  may  dinegard  both 
iaadamental  laws  and  estaluished  maxims  of  Ju- 
risprttdence. 

The  Gtoremment  of  the  Union  was  not  insti- 


tuted to  protect  individual  rights  or  to  redress 
individual  wrongs ;  but  this  power  to  preserve  the 
trade,  business,  and  property,  of  a  corporation 
created  by  themselves,  invests  them  with  the  pow- 
er to  frame  a  code  of  criminal  law  for  the  puni^- 
ment  of  those  who  violate  the  property  of  the  bank, 
and  thi»  draw  into  the  federal  courts  the  ordinanr 
administration  of  criminal  jastioe.  This  is  aln&af 
attempted  in  the  provision  ior  punishing  those  who 
counterfeit  the  notes  of  the  bank,  ana,  upon  the 
doctrine  asserted,  may  be  extended  to  cases  of  larce- 
ny, burgtarr,  or  robbery,  upMi  their  corporate 
[ffoperty.  No  doctrine  has  ever  yet  been  advanced 
that  draws  to  the  Goremment  of  the  Union  siuh 
a  host  of  povrers — none  that  contains  such  a  po- 
tency  for  "raiding  into  shreds*'  the  authority  of 
the  States. 

Those  who  claim  for  the  Crorerament  of  the 
Union  the  power  of  creating  corporations  hold 
that  "one  may  be  created  in  relation  to  the  col- 
lection of  the  taxes,  or  to  the  trade  with  foreign 
countries,  or  between  the  States,  or  with  the  In- 
dian tribes ;  because  it  is  the  province  of  the  (Sea- 
eral  Government  to  r^^late  those  objects,  and 
because  it  is  incident  to  a  general  sovereien  or 
legislatire  power  to  regulate  a  Uiing  to  em^y  aU 
the  means  whicb  relate  to  its  regulation  to  uie  oert 
advantage."  The  power  to  create  all  these  corpo- 
ra tioos,  upon  the  principle  asserted,  implies  the 
power  to  preserve  them ;  and  the  power  to  pre- 
serve implies  a  power  in  Uie  Government  of  the 
Union  to  bugain  with  companies  for  monopt^ies 
of  trade  and  ex«nptions  from  taxation:  to  place 
such  companies  above  the  power  of  the  States,  as 
means  employed  by  themselves,  which  they  hare 
a  right  to  use  to  the  best  advantage. 

in  the  discussion  of  this  subject  an  extraordi- 
nary and  the  most  miraculous  efficacy  is  given  to 
the  terms  employment  of  means and  it  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  no  eSbrt  is  made  to  explain 
their  true  import,  or  the  sense  in  which  they  are 
,  used.  We  are  told  that  the  collection  of  taxes, 
and  the  safe-keeping  and  transmission  of  mon^ 
from  place  to  ^ace.  are  an  end  or  object  of  Qor- 
emment,  and  tost  tke  bank  is  a  emrenient  means 
of  obtaining  this  end.  But  it  is  not  the  charter  or 
corpnate  fnmehise  diat  is  used  or  employed  foe 
this  purpose;  it  is  the  individuals  that  compose 
the  company,  as  an  a^fm^e  body,  that  are  thus 
used }  and  the  corporate  nanchise  bestowed  upon 
them  by  the  Government  is  conferred  to  enable 
them  to  transact  their  own  business,  and  perform 
this  service  for  the  Goremment  with  greater  secu- 
rity and  convenience.  At  this  moment  the  Gor- 
emment of  the  Union  employs  the  Franklin  Bank 
of  Columbus  to  receive  and  pay  out  the  pnUic 
moneys ;  and,  while  thus  employed,  this  bank  is 
used  as  a  means  of  Government ;  but.  being  thus 
used,  is -not  supposed  to  invest  it  with  any  privi- 
lege peealiar  to  the  public  fbnctionazieB. 

The  GovOTunent  and  all  its  machinery  and 
officers  are  bat  the  means  of  the  people  for  attain- 
ing the  great  ends  declared  in  the  neamble  to 
the  Constitution.  Eroy  person  em|Hojed  tinder 
the  Constitution,  from  thcTresident  of  the  United 
States  to  the  post-boy  that  cairies  the  ouil,  par- 
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lakes  of  this  ehvacter  of  means.  The  law  that 
the  President  is  bound  to  see  faithfolljr  ezccated, 
and  die  hone  that  the  post-boy  rides,  are  alike,  in 
a  certain  sense^  means  of  the  Qoremmeat ;  but,  in 
lespect  to  prinl^es  and  exemptions,  no  man  ever 
sopposed  them  to  stand  upon  the  same  footing. 
Those  who  hold  offices  directly  under  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  r^rded  as  principal  means ;  those 
who  are  employed  by  contract,  as  incidental  or 
mbBidiarr.  The  first  class  compose,  as  it  were^  a 
part  of  the  Government  direct,  are  intrusted  with 
the  exercise  of  some  portion  of  political  power, 
and  are  clothed  with  privileges  and  exemptions 
attached  to  their  official  stations.  Those  ens^ged 
by  contract  to  perform  services  have  no  official 
character,  and  consequently  cannot  claim  the  ex- 
emptions attached  to  public  office.  Thus,  a  dep- 
uty postmaster  is  an  officer  under  the  Government, 
invested  with  privileges,  and  subject  to  disabilities 
attached  to  hu  office;  but  a  contractor  to  carry 
the  mail  has  no  such  character;  y^  both  are 
means  used  by  GovernmenL  under  the  Constitu- 
tinnai  authwity  "to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads." 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  not  a  mean  of 
the  Government  of  the  Union  in  the  same  sense 
with  the  Mint  and  the  Post  Office,  but  in  the 
same  sense  with  contractors  to  supply  public 
stores,  or  to  carry  the  mail.  The  director,  assayer, 
chief  coiner,  engraver,  treasurer,  metter,  and  re- 
finer, of  the  Mint,  are  public  officers;  so  are  the 
Postmaster  General  and  deputy  postmasters. — 
They  cannot  bold  their  offices  and  seats  in  Con- 
gress at  the  same  time ;  they  are  appointed  to  and 
take  an  oath  of  office.  But  the  workmen  em- 
{doyed  in  the  Mint,  like  contractors  to  carry  the 
mail,  and  the  drivers  and  riders  they  employ,  are 
not  public  officers;  nevertheless,  they  are  neces- 
sary means  in  the  emidoyment  of  the  Government 
The  stockholders  in  Uie  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  president  and  directors  of  that  institution 
are  not  public  officers.  Even  the  directors  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government  are  destitute  of  public 
character.  They  are  dibble  to  seats  in  Congress, 
which  is  conclusive  evidence  upon  this  point ; 
and  it  i«  a  monstrous  doctrine  to  maintain  that 
corporations  created  by  the  Government  of  the 
Union,  in  point  of  privily  and  exemption,  are 
principal  means  of  Government,  not  to  be  distio- 

Siished  from  the  officers  of  the  Mint  and  the  Post 
ffice,  while  all  the  members  and  officers  of  such 
corporations  are  eligible  to  seats  both  in  the  Con- 
gr»s  of  the  Union  and  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States.  By  this  doctrine,  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  separating  the  departments  of  Govern- 
ment is  completely  broken  down.  Collectors  of 
revenue,  officers  of  the  customs,  Indian  agents, 
and  receivers  of  public  moneys,  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  of  the  Union,  may  become  legislators  and 
judges  in  their  own  case,  both  in  theGenaal  and 
State  Governments.  This  consequence  alone 
would  seem  sufficient  to  expose  the  unsoundnesis 
of  the  -doctrine  asserted. 

It  is  singular  tbat,  in  the  very  elaborate  opinion 
which  the  committee  have  been  engaged  in  exam- 
ining}  no  ddinitiMi  should  he  given  of  the  true , 


eharactor  of  die  hank,  but  that,  like  Ae  tea 
"em|rioyment  of  means,"  it  should  belfftiodgdi- 
ful  and  various  interpretations.  It  is  a  poUit 
stitution,  or  a  private  corporation  of  Inu.  Ifih 
former,  with  the  privileges  of  office,  the  corpgnn) 
must  be  subject  to  the  disabilities  of  office.  If  At 
lattw,  like  any  other  individual  or  beok  mM 
by  the  Government  of  the  UnioD,  its  tnattod 
business  must  be  regulated  by  State  hvs,  ami 
subject  to  State  exactions.  In  snppori  of  ikv 
position  that  it  is  a  private  corporauonodndt, 
the  committee  can  adduce  a  judicial  opinioiiMi- 
ered  in  the  Supreme  Court  itself:  "Forinsiatt, 
(aays  Mr.  Justice  Story,)  a  bank,  created  by^ 
Qovonment  for  its  own  uses,  whose  siocb  is  a- 
clusively  owned  bv  the  GoTemment,  is,  in  lit 
strictest  sense,  a  public  corporation.  So  is  i  Ca- 
pital, created  and  endowed  by  the  Gonnoai 
for  general  charity.  But  a  bank  whose 
owned  by  private  posons  is  a  private  eotponiigi. 
although  it  is  erected  by  the  GovefDneDt,uiliB 
objects  and  operations  partake  of  atntiUcBUnR. 
The  same  doctrine  may  be  affirmed  of  imtinia 
canal,  bridge,  and  turnpike  CMnpsnies.  In 
these  casesj  the  uses  may,  in  a  certain  asx,  k 
called  public,  but  the  corpinations  are  prime;  v 
much  so.  indeed,  as  if  the  franchise  were  ti^ 
in  a  single  person." 

We  have  seen  that,  by  the  emptoymeniofu- 
tural  pnsons  or  State  banks  to  perform  tbwstr 
vices  stipulated  to  be  performed  bytheBuio/ 
the  United  States,  they  become,  to  a  ceriiiD  a- 
tent,  means  employed  by  the  GovernmaL  d 
yet  have  never  been  r^arded  as  pcibiie  oArt>^ 
privileged  from  the  operation  of  Statehn  3^ 
we  not,  therefore,  paraphrase  the  langngto"* 
Chief  Justice,  and  ask  "  If,  then,  a  ntUialF"' 
or  State  bank  employed  by  the  Gonraouj<f 
the  Union  to  receive,  keep^  and  JKf  ("i  I"^ 
moneys,  would  not  become  a  pnbhc  officer,"* 
considered  as  a  member  of  the  civil  goTernmni 
how  is  it  that  this  artificial  being,  created  bf  !>' 
for  the  purpose  of  being  emfdoyed  by  the  9« 
Government  for  the  same  purpose,  Mi  «■ 
come  a  part  of  the  civil  government  of  iiw(^ 
try?  Is  it  because  its  existence,  ils  ci[«fli* 
its  powers,  are  given  by  law  ?  Became « 
Government  has  given  it  the  power  to  tike  w 
to  hold  property,  in  a  particular  fonn,  >i>^  ^ 
particular  purpc^,  has  the  Govonmenl  i 
sequent  right  (as  over  all  members  of  IH  ' 
vil  government  it  must  have)  snb5taatiill|J| 
change  that  form,  or  to  vary  the  purposes  lowb" 
the  property  is  to  be  a^died?  '^'^P'"''^!^! 
never  been  asserted  or  recognised,  and  isn]^  | 
by  no  authority." 

Thus  reasoned  the  judges  of  the  Sapreii>eC« 
upon  the  2d  of  February,  1819.   The  caseof* 
Culloch  v$.  Maryland  had  not  thai  been  irgi'^ 
decided.   And  the  doctrine  that  the  ^^^^[^ 
by  chartering  a  private  corporation  of  trade, 
the  association  upon  the  same  foundation  viu' 
Mint  and  thej^ost  Office,  had  then  i>«^'|[L'  j 
cognised  in  a  court  of  law,  and  was  " 
by  no  authority."   If  the  public  charactem**  I 
Bank  of  the  United  States  stands  npcm  oihaf**' 
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dstion  than  that  expressly  n^tived  in  these  quo- 
tations, the  copimittee  have  been  unable  to  dis- 
cover it :  it  is  not  explained  or  developed  in  the 
opinion  that  places  them  on  a  level  with  the  Mint 
aad  die  Post  Office,  and  giTCs  to  their  trade  in 
bilb  of  ecchaoge  and  gold  and  silver  balUon  the 
nme  character  as  to  the  process  of  the  federal 
coart& 

When  the  committeu  denjr  that  "a  power  to 
create  implies  a  power  to  preserve,"  thev  are  to  be 
nnderslood  as  denying  the  ap^icction  or  this  prin- 
ciple only  to  the  case  of  creating  eorporattons.  A 
power  to  create  a  public  office  necessarily  implies 
a  power  to  preserve  that  office;  but  a  power  to 
bestow  a  corporate  franchise  to  carry  on  a  private 
trade  is  totally  different  from  creating  a  public 
office.  A  distinction  between  the  corporate  fran- 
chise, and  the  business  to  be  conducted  under  it, 
most  be  always  borne  in  mind;  the  power  that 
creates  a  corporate  franchise  for  private  purposes 
not  only  can  preserve  sach  franchise,  but  cannot 
new  model  or  impair  it ;  its  corporate  character 
and  ndstence  are  as  seeore  as  tne  existence  and 
personal  rights  of  a  natural  person ;  bat  its  trade 
and  business,  like  the  employm«its  of  natural  per- 
sons, remain  subject  to  regulation  by  the  local 
aathorities  where  it  seeks  to  locate  them.  Thus  a 
power  in  the  States  to  tax,  or  even  to  ])robibit  a 
trade  in  bills  of  exchange  and  gold  and  silver  bul- 
lion, is  not  a  power  to  destroy^  the  corporate  fran- 
chises of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  These 
corporate  franchises  remain,  notwithstanding  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  just  as  the  existence  and 
rights  of  an  individual  remain,  though  his  busi- 
ness is  taxed,  or  he  is  forbidden  to  engage  in  cer- 
tain employment.  The  Government  of  me  Union 
has  conferred  upon  the  bank  certain  capacities  for 
engaging  in  trade,  but  it  has  not  and  cannot  con- 
fer an  ateolote  right  and  power  to  drive  this  trade 
in  contempt  of  State  laws.  It  is  made  capaUe, 
liut  not  sovereign ;  its  capacity  must  be  examined, 
not  with  a  single  eye  lo  the  supremacy  of  the 
power  that  created  it,  bat  with  a  whole  view  of 
what  that  power  could  confer,  and  what  it  has 
conferred. 

If  the  committee  have  succeeded  in  showing 
that  the  power  which  created  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  not  supreme,  in  the  sense  of  the 
first  two  propositions,  but  is  limited  in  its  powers 
and  means  of  preserving  the  bank,  so  as  to  render 
the  third  proposition  untenable,  the  fourth  and 
fifth  propositions^  which  are  founded  upon,  and 
consequences  derived  from,  the  other  three,  must 
necessarily  be  given  up.  As  applied  to  the  ques- 
tion ujider  discussion,  however  it  has  been  shown 
that  a  power  to  tax  their  trade  is  not  a  power  to 
destroy  the  cor^ration.  It  is  not  perceived  how 
a  power  to  diminish  the  {Hofits  of  labor  and  capi- 
tal, by  exacting  a  portion  of  their  proceeds  for  the 
snppcnt  of  Govemmoit,  can  be  construed  into  a 
poww  to  destroy  human  life  end  annihilate  capi- 
tal. The  power  of  taxing  the  bank  is  denied, 
because  it  might  be  so  used  as  to  prevent  the  cor- 
poration from  driving  a  profitable  trade;  and  this 
IS  deemed  a  power  to  destroy  the  charter,  which 
did  not  originate  the  trade,  but  merely  created  a 


facility  for  conducting  it.  But  what  is  most  singu- 
lar is  this:  that,  after  arriving  at  this  conclusion, 
an  admission  is  made  that  at  once  demolishes  the 
whole  doctrine  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

It  is  conceded  that  each  Stale  may  tax  Ae  stock 
owned  its  citizens  in  this  bonk.  Then  it  is  not 
a  public  institution,  exempt  from  State  taxation, 
npra  the  great  principle  that  the  Slates  cannot 
tu  the  offices,  institutions,  and  operations  of  the 
Government  of  the  Union.  It  is  not  that  the 
States  have  no  power  to  tax  the  bank;  but  that 
this  power  exists  only  over  its  capital,  and  does 
not  extend  to  its  operations.  What,  then,  becomes 
of  all  the  labored  doctrines  of  the  opinion  1  The 
Government  of  the  Union,  though  supreme  within 
its  sphere  of  action,  removing  all  obstacles^  and 
so  modifying  all  powers  vested  in  subordinate 
Governments  as  to  exempt  its  own  operations  from 
their  influence,  cannot,  after  all,  preserve  what  it 
can  create.  Those  who  advance  this  pretension 
are  compelled  to  admit,  that,  upon  their  own  prin* 
eiples,  a  power  to  destroy  may  be  widded  by  the 
Slate  Crovemments. 

In  its  utmost  extrat,  a  Stete  tax  npon  the  oya~ 
ations  of  the  bonk  can  prodaee  no  other  injury 
than  a  suspension  of  its  business.  By  ceasing  to 
trade,  a  tax  upon  business  can  always  be  avoided. 
Not  so  a  tax  upon  capital.  Should  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Massachusetts 
combine  to  tax  the  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  owned  by  their  citizens,  toan  amount 
that  must  consume  the  annual  profits  and  encroach 
upon  the  capital  advanced,  the  destruction  of  the 
bank  must  be  inevitable ;  for  this  tax  upon  capital 
may  be  exacted,  whether  it  be  productive  or  not 
The  power  of  the  States  to  tax  the  business  of  the 
bank  is  denied  upon  the  broad  ground  that  the 
power  to  levy  such  a  tax  is  tantamount  to  a  power 
to  destroy  the  bank,  and  is  incoinpatible  with  a 
power  in  the  Government  of  the  Jfaim  to  create 
It  Yet  this  power  to  tax  die  capital,  thoagb  in- 
contestably  of  greater  potency  to  destroy  the  insti- 
tutioo,  is  admitted  to  exist.  Between  the  point 
decided  and  the  point  conceded  there  is  a  palpable 
contradiction,  to  which  sound  aigumoit  and  jnst 
conclusions  are  never  subject 

Another  very  absurd  consequence  results  from 
the  decision  and  admission,  when  connected  to- 
gether as  they  are  in  the  opinion  under  considera- 
tion. A  State  lax  upon  the  stock  or  actual  capital 
invested  by  its  citizens  in  the  bank  cannot  reach 
or  affect  the  stock  owned  by  foreigners  or  by  the 
other  States ;  but  a  tax  upon  the  business  operates 
alike  upon  all  the  stockholders.  Should  Massa- 
chusetts tax  the  stock  of  her  citizens,  stock  in  the 
bank  mast  be  worth  less  in  Massachasetts  than 
dsewhere.  Sboald  all  the  Stetes  tax  the  stock 
owned  thdr  citizens,  stock  held  by  Ibreignm 
mast  be  most  valuaUe.  Should  one  State  tax  the 
stock  so  as  to  exhaust  the  capital,  the  citizens  of  that 
State  must  sell  out  to  citizens  of  other  States  or 
to  foreieners.  Should  all  the  States  aness  such 
a  tax,  toe  whole  stock  must  be  transferred  to  for- 
eignersgor  the  bank  annihilated.  One  consequence 
therefore,  of  this  admission,  may  be  to  throw  the 
institation  into  the  hands  of  foreigners,  wfaoi  oar 
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Qo vera  meet  will  exhibit  the  strange  spectacle  of 
a  CMDinny  of  foreign  bankers  regarded  as  a  na- 
tional institution,  and,  as  such,  protected  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union  from  any  of  the  burdens 
to  which  citizens  are  subject. 

It  nuiy  be  said  that  this  admission  w-as  unwa- 
rily made,  and,  upon  further  consideration,  would 
be  retracted  as  inconsistent  with  what  had  been 
previously  decided.  But  the  committee  conceive 
that  this  explanation  is  quite  unsatisfactory.  It 
has  been  already  stated  that  the  Constitution  does, 
in  express  tenns,  declare  what  subjects  ahall  be 
«xaDpt  from  the  taxing  power  of  tne  States.  It 
«u  tat  that  indirectly  to  cnmpt  other  subjects 
was  imwarrantable,  upon  all  estauished  principles 
of  interpreting  laws  and  constitutions.  This  ar- 
gument  was  pressed ;  and.  to  escape  its  force,  the 
AdmissifHi  was  made,  so  tnat  evidently  it  is  pan 
of  the  decision,  and,  as  such,  sweeps  away  the 
grand  pillar  upon  which  the  whole  decision 
rested. 

If  the  committee  have  taken  a  correct  view  of 
the  subject,  it  would  seem  manifest  that,  in  deny- 
ing to  the  Stales  a  power  to  tax  private  corpora- 
tions  of  trade  incorporated  by  the  Government  of 
the  Union,  where  no  doubt  exists  of  the  power  to 
create  the  incorporation,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
maintain  many  doctrines  of  very  doubtful  charac- 
ter and  dangerons  tendency ;  while  conceding  to 
them  this  power  involves  nothing  either  douuful 
or  dangerous.  It  strips  such  corporations  of  alt 
IKetouioDs  to  be  r^rded  as  instruments  of  Qov- 
ammeotj  in  the  same  sense  as  the  Mint  and  the 
Post  Office;  but  it  preserves  ontouched  their  cor- 
porate franehises,  and  concedes  to  them  every  right 
ud  privilege  which  a  natural  person  is  entitled  to 
claim.  It  presents  noobstruction  to  the  legitimate 
action  of  the  Government  of  the  Union,  but  places 
it,  in  the  establishment  of  private  corporations  of 
trade,  upon  the  same  foundation  as  in  erecting 
lighuouses  and  constructing  roads. 

It  is  in  nothing  derogatory  to  this  corporation 
ealled  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  the 
Qoyemmoit  of  the  Union  that  created  it,  to  place 
its  trade  upon  the  same  footing  with  that  of  a  pri- 
vate citizen  employed  bv  the  Govonmoit.  The 
ewtraetor  to  transport  ue  mail  must  uae  hones 
and  carriages ;  without  them,  he  cannot  comply 
widi  his  emtract.  They  aremeonaorinstnimeDts 
employed  by  Oovemmait,  Imt  they  are  subject  to 
State  taxation,  as  other  propaty  of  the  same  de- 
scription. This  has  been  a  universal  practice,  and 
has  never  been  deemed  any  obstruction  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Gtovernmeot  of  the  Union.  The  States 
cannot  tax  the  transportation  of  the  mail  without 
obstructing  the  action  of  the  Government ;  but 
were  an  association  incorporated  to  transport  the 
mail  all  over  the  Union,  with  capacity  to  trade  in 
live  stock  and  agricultural  products,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  hut  that  their  private  trade  and  property 
would  be  subject  to  State  taxation. 

The  committee  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to 
examine  any  argument  founded  upon  a  supposed 
abuseof  power  by  the  States.  between  States, 
every  ai^fument  of  this  sort  is  madmiasible,  be- 
eaase  it  may  be  u^ed  with  ei)aal  force  against 


the  exercise  of  any  power  by  eithn,  and  c«od^ 
to  the  destruction  oi*  all  auUioriiy.  Tkmtuli 
no  doubt  but  the  States  will  at  alt  timn  beiQ6 
to  encourage,  rather  than  repress,  the  uiti(ite:L- 
and  employment  of  capital  within  dieiT  dooiBiK 
where  it  may  probably  be  of  any  genenliiiuL' 
age.  Of  this  tne  State  authorities  aresuciiMK 
competent  judges  than  capitalists  or  tkiri^t 
at  a  distance  can  be.  It  must  always  time 
to  force  a  capital  into  a  country  agaustifxH 
of  those  who  administer  the  C^Teramtu.  Tk 
the  Bank  has  sustained  ^«at  Iosms  hjmkf 
branches  into  this  Slate,  is  now  notonKiai 
thdr  trade  and  loans  have  been  higUjriqu 
to  all  the  best  interests  of  the  Sme,  ami 
disputed.  This  loss  on  the  one  hand,  and  oan 
on  the  other,  would  have  been  avoidei],  mik 
Bank  consulted  the  authorities  of  the  Sitti- 
stead  of  holding  coonsel  with  moDCf-joUiaiK 
^Kculators. 

The  committee  have  carefully  mmind  i» 
subject,  and,  without  pretending  to  pnsniui: 
all  the  views  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  hn  "tp 
only  those  which  appear  to  them  most  pmos 
The  result  of  their  deliberations  is,  UatibeBu: 
of  the  United  States  is,  in  their  (^iniim,  tnr 
private  corporatitm  of  trade,  and,  ass«b,iiiw 
and  business  must  be  subject  to  the  uudaf  p*? 
of  the  Sute. 

In  considering  what  course  the  comautttatA. 
recommend  as  iKoper  to  be  adopted  at^o* 
one  point  of  difficulty  has  preee&ted  ibdi  i- 
urged  by  many  that  the  tax  levied  and  ofac 
is  enormous  in  amoun^  and,  therefoit 
and  unjusL  It  is  readily  admitted  tbai^M- 
gation  is  not  entirely  unfounded,  andi^*' 
agree  that  it  does  not  comport  with  tbtoe^ 
of  a  State  to  afibrd  any  color  to  aceutt^'^*' 

i'ustice.  Even  in  the  assertion  of  a 
ilghlv  derogatory  for  a  State  to  actofpf^-' 
and  all  injustice  is  opt»ession.  It  canux  kvi 
ed  but  that  the  tax  was  levied  ae  a  peia)tr.u- 
that  it  was  not  supposed  the  Bank  vroold 
to  incur  it.  It  was  an  act  of  temoity  inctf' 
do  so;  and  although  in  this  viewueu^ 
justly,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coaa.'^ 
legally  coUwted,  yet,  under  alt  the  ciitnasv 
of  the  case,  the  committee  ccmceive  tbit  (u  ^ 
ought  to  be  satisfied  with  effecting  the  o\^^ 
wnieh  the  law  was  enacted. 

At  this  time  the  Bank  can  have  litdeokfK'J 
continuing  its  branches,  except  to  maiaaB* 
point  of  right,  which  may  not  be  ddbihr^f'' 
tied  by  the  eoittroversy.  The  State,  hsnK- 
fused  to  tise  the  money  collected,  has  h  b>0 
but  that  of  character  and  an  assertion  itftken^ 
If  an  accommodation  can  be  dfected  wiUaAf' 
judice  to  the  rights  upon  eititer  side,  A  vf' 
seem  to  be  desirable  to  all  parties.  Wtu^ 
view,  as  welt  as  with  a  view  to  remove  >llu? 
per  impressions,  the  committee  recommodi* 
proposition  of  compromise  be  made  byla*'^ 
mg  provision  that,  upon  the  Bank  duont:^ 
the  suits  now  prosecuted  against  the 
cera,  and  giving  assurance  Umx  the  bnnck^ 
be  withdrawn,  and  only  an  agacykAt^ 
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its  biuiiwas  vaA  collect  its  debts,  tfae  amount  col- 
keted  for  tn  shall  be  paid,  without  iDterest. 

But  the  committee  conceive  that  the  General 
Assembly  ought  not  to  stop  here.  The  reputation 
of  the  State  has  been  assailed  throughont  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  the  ratoreof  the  controTer8y,and 
her  true  coorse  of  conduct,  have  alike  been  rery 
much  misinderstood.  It  behoores  the  General 
Assembly,  even  if  a  compromise  be  effected,  to  take 
measures  for  vindicating  the  character  of  the  State, 
and  also  for  awakening  the  attentioD  of  the  sepa- 
rate States  to  the  consequeBces  that  may  result 
from  the  doctriaes  of  the  fedoal  courts  upon  the 
questions  that  hare  ariaoi.  And,  besido,  as  it  is 
possible  that  the  proposition  of  compromise  may 
not  be  accepted,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  take  ulterinr  measures  for  asserting  and 
maintaining  the  rights  oi'  the  Slate  by  all  Cooatitn- 
tional  means  withm  their  power. 

In  general,  partial  legiriation  is  objectionable ; 
but  this  is  no  ordinary  case,  and  may  therefore  call 
for  and  warrant  extraordinary  measures.  Sinee 
the  exemptions  claimed  by  the  bank  are  sustained 
upon  the  proposition  that  the  power  that  created,  it 
must  hare  toe  power  to  preserre  it,  there  would 
seem  to  be  a  strict  propriety  in  putting  the  creating 
power  to  the  exercise  of  this  preserving  power,  and 
thus  ascertaining  distinctly  whether  the  executive 
and  l^ishitive  d^iartments  of  the  Government  of 
the  Union  will  recognise,  sustain,  and  enforce  the 
doctrine  of  the  judicial  department. 

For  this  purpose  the  committee  recommend  that 
provision  be  made  by  law  forbidding  the  keepers 
of  our  jails  from  receiving  into  their  custody  any 
person  committed  at  the  suit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  for  any  injury  done  to  tbem; 
piohibiting  our  judicial  officers  from  taking  ac- 
knowledgments of  conveyances,  where  the  hank  is 
a  party,  or  when  made  for  their  use,  and  our  re- 
corders from  receiving  or  recording  such  convey- 
ances ;  forbidding  our  courts,  justices  of  the  peace, 
judges,  and  grand  juries,  from  taking  any  cogni- 
zance of  any  wron^  allied  to  have  been  commit- 
ted upon  any  species  of  property  owned  by  the 
bank,  or  Ujpon  any^  of  its  corporate  rights  or  privi- 
leges ;  andprohibiting  our  notaries  public  from  pro- 
testing any  notes  or  bills  held  by  the  bank  or  their 
agents,  or  made  payable  to  them. 

The  adoption  of  these  measures  will  leave  the 
bank  ezetasively  to  the  protection  of  the  Federal 
Governmoit,  and  its  Constitutional  power  to  pre- 
serve it  in  the  sense  maintained  by  the  Supreme 
Court  may  thus  be  fairly,  peaceably,  and  constitu- 
tionally tested.  Congress  must  be  called  on  to  pro- 
vide a  criminal  code  to  punish  wnmgs  committed 
upon  itj  and  to  devise  a  system  of  conveyances  to 
mable  it  to  receive  and  transmit  estates ;  and,  be- 
ing thus  called  on  to  act,  the  National  Legislature 
must  be  drawn  to  the  serious  consideraticai  of  a 
iubject  which  the  committee  believe  demands  much 
nore  attention  than  it  has  excited.  The  measures 
nroposed  are  peaeeaUeand  Constitutional}  con- 
nived in  DO  spirit  of  faoatility  to  the  Gorernment 
)f  the  Union,  taat  intmded  to  bring  fairly  before 
.he  nation  ^eat  and  important  qusitions,  whioh 


must  one  daj  be  discussed,  and  which  may  now  be 
very  safely  mvestigated. 

The  committee  conclude  by  recommending  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

Rewivtd  by  the  GmereU  A$wttiUy  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  That  m  respect  to  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  several  States  that  compose  the  Ameri- 
can Union,  and  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, this  Greneral  Assembly  do  recognise  and  ap- 
mtive  the  docbinea  asserted  b^  the  L^islatures  of 
Kentucky  and  Virginia  in  their  resolutions  of  No- 
vember and  December,  1798,  and  Januarv,  1800, 
and  do  coiuider  that  their  principles  have  been  re- 
cognised and  ado|rted  by  a  aajontf  of  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

Metolved^/iirther,  That  this  General  Assembly  do 
protest  against  the  doctrines  of  the  Federal  eiretdt 
court  sittug  in  this  State,  avowed  and  maintained 
in  their  proceedings  against  the  officers  of  State 
upon  account  of  tneir  official  acts,  as  being  in  di- 
rect violation  of  the  eleventh  ammdment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  fMher,  That  this  Greneral  Assembly 
do  assert,  and  will  maintain,  by  all  legal  and  Con- 
stitutional means,  the  right  of  the  States  to  tax  the 
business  and  property  of  any  private  coiporation  of 
trade,  incorporated  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  located  to  transact  its  corporate  tnisi- 
ness  within  any  State. 

Reulveii,  farther,  That  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  a  private  corporation  of  trade,  the  caidtal 
and  business  of  which  may  be  legally  taxed  in  any 
State  where  thmr  may:  be  found. 

Resolved,  further,  That  this  General  Aasembty 
do  protest  against  the  doctrine  that  the  poUticat 
rights  of  the  separate  States  that  compose  the 
American  Uniwt,  and  their  powers  as  sovereign 
States,  may  be  stttled  and  determined  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  Stales,  so  as  to  con- 
clude and  bad  than  in  cases  contrived  between 
individuals,  and  where  they  are,  no  one  of  them, 
parties  direct. 

Re$olt>ed,fiirthm;  That  the  Governor  transmit  to 
the  Governors  of  the  several  States  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  report  and  resolutions,  to  be  laid  before 
their  respective  Legislatures,  with  a  request  from 
this  General  Assembly  that  the  Legislature  of 
each  State  may  toftem  their  canton  upon  the 
matters  thercia  Aontaued. 

Resolved,  /krihm;  That  the  Governor  trmovnit  a 
copy  of  the  iiwegein^  report  and  reaolntions  lo  the 
President  of  the  Umted  States,  and  to  the  . Presi- 
dent of  tbe:Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  Hause  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid 
before  their  respective  Houses,  that  the  prine^^ 
upon  which  this  State  has,  and.  does  proceed,  may 
be  fairly  and  distinctly  miderstood. 

HODBB  OF  REPRBSBNTATITEe,  IkcSB,  IflSO. 

The  foregoing  report  approved,  and  fesoluttcns 
adopted.— Attest:       WM.  DOHBRTT, 

CUrit  House  of  R^'s. 
In  Senate,  January  3, 1821. 
Report  and  res^tions  conetuprel  in. 
Attest :  RICHARD  GOLLH^S, 


Digitized  by  Google 


1715 


APPENDIX. 


17C 


MiUtary  Peace 


MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

[Comma nieateil  to  the  Houw,  December  12,  1820.] 
War  Department,  Dec.  12, 1820. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  RepresentaiWes,  of  the  lHh  of  May  last,  "di- 
recting tbat  the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  this 
House,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session, 
a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army  to  six  thous- 
and non-commissioned  ofScers,  musicians,  end  pri- 
rates,  and  preserving  such  parts  of  the  corps  of 
eogineers,  as  in  bis  opinioD,  without  regard  to  that 
number,  it  may  be  for  the  public  interest  to  retain : 
sod  also  what  saving  of  the  public  revenue  will 
be  produced  by  such  aiTan|i;emeDt  of  the  Army  as 
he  may  mopose  io  conformity  with  this  resolotioo," 
I  have  the  Donor  to  make  the  following  report: 

i  deem  it  proper,  before  a  plan  is  presented  in 
detail  for  reducing  the  Army,  as  {H-oposed  in  the 
resolution,  to  state  briefly  the  general  Vrineintes  on 
which  it  is  conceived  our  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishinent  ought  to  be  organized.  It  will  be  readily 
admitted,  that  the  oi^Dizatlou  of  the  Army  ought 
to  have  reference  to  the  objects  for  which  it  is 
maintained,  and  ought  to  be  such  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  effect  tuch  objects;  as  it  must  be  ob- 
vious, on  the  slightest  reflection,  that  on  consider- 
ations connected  therewith  ought  to  depend,  not 
only  its  numbers,  but  also  the  principles  on  whidi 
it  ought  to  be  formed. 

The  necessity  of  a  standing  army  in  peace  is 
not  believed  to  be  iovolved  in  the  subject  under 
consideration,  as  the  retolutton  presupposes  the 
pro^iety  of  mainlaiDiiw  one;  and,  in  fact,  its  ne- 
cessity is  CO  apparent,  tut  even  those  least  friend- 
ly to  the  Army  have  nem  attnnpted  to  abolish  it, 
or  even  to  reduce  it,  since  the  late  war,  much  be- 
low the  number  proposed  in  the  resolution.  The 
objects  for  which  a  standing  army  in  peace  ought 
to  be  maintained,  may  be  comprised  under  two 
classes:  tho.se  which,  though  they  have  reference 
to  a  state  of  war,  yet  are  more  immediately  con- 
nected with  its  duties  in  peace,  and  those  which 
relate  immediately  and  solely  to  war.  Under  the 
flrst  class  may  be  enumerated,  as  the  leading  ob- 
jects, the  garrisoning  of  the  forts  along  our  Atlan- 
tic frontier,  in  order  to  preserve  them,  and  to  cause 
the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  to  be  respect- 
ed in  their  immediate  neighborhood,  and  the  occu- 
pying of  certain  commanding  posts  on  our  inland 
frontier,  to  keep  in  check  our  savatfe  neighbors, 
and  to  protect  our  newly  fonned  ancTfeeble  settle- 
ments in  that  quarter.  These  are,  doubtless,  im- 
portant objects,  but  are  by  no  means  so  essential 
as  those  which  relate  immediately  and  solely  to  a 
state  of  war;  and  though  not  to  be  neslected 
wholly,  ought  not  to  have  any  decided  influence 
in  the  organization  of  our  Peace  Establishment. 
Without,  therefore,  making  any  farther  remark  oo 
this  point  of  the  inquiry,  I  will  proceed  to  consider 
the  other  class,  oo  which,  as  it  comprises  the  great 
and  leading  inducements  to  maintam  in  this  coun- 
try a  rwular  army  in  peace,  the  prominent  fea- 
tures oiits  organization  ought  to  dep«ad. 

Howero'  remote  our  situation  from  the  great 
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Powers  of  the  worid,  and  howerer  pacific  on  ■ 
icy,  we  are,  notwithstanding,  liable  to  be  iavon 
in  war ;  and,  to  resist  with  success  its  calsnii 
and  dangers,  a  standing  army  in  peace,  in  i 
present  improved  state  m  the  military  seioe^ 
an  indispensable  preparation.    The  oppofitc 
ion  cannot  be  adopted,  without  putting  to  fazai 
the  independence  and  safety  of  the  couatiy.  I  a 
aware  that  the  militia  is  considered,  and  ia  mig 
respects  justly,  as  the  great  national  fom:  bat,  | 
render  them  effective,  every  experienced  oStei 
must  acknowledge  that  thev  require  ibe  aid  ■ 
regular  troops.   Supported  oy  a  suitable  ojn^t 
trained  artillerists,  and  by  a  small  but  wdl  oa^ 
plined  body  of  infantry,  they  may  be  mSAfiM 
on  to  garrison  our  forts,  and  to  act  in  the  M  i 
light  troops.   In  these  services  their  xcal,  eonn^ 
and  habit  of  using  fire-arms,  wonld  be  of  gioiS 
portance.  and  would  have  tbeir  fall  cwet  1 
rely  on  them  beyond  this — to  suppose  our  nudi 
capable  of  meeting  in  the  open  field  the  reem 
troops  of  Europe — would  be  to  resist  the  mon  d 
vious  truth,  and  the  whole  of  our  experience  a 
nation.   War  is  an  art,  to  pbiain  perfectict  i 
which  much  time  and  experience,  particnlatlT  j 
the  officers,  are  necessary.    It  is  true,  thai  ta«j 
ereat  military  genius  occasionally  a.fpai,  sl. 
though  without  experience,  may,  when  aa  ur 
is  already  organized  and  disciplined,  lead  ii  iot  . 
tory ;  yet  I  know  of  no  instance,  under  dim- 
stances  nearly  equal,  io  which  the  greater  tiio^ 
have  been  able,  with  irregular  and  andiscipii:2ff 
troops,  to  meet  with  success  those  that  wen  leeih 
larly  trained.    Genius,  without  much  eipntstt 
may  command,  but  it  cannot  go  much  farther.  I: 
cannot  at  once  organize  and  discipline  aa  irmy, 
and  give  it  that  military  tone  and  hAiivtich 
only,  in  the  midst  of  imminent  danger,  ca&  euUt 
it  to  perform  the  most  complex  evcJutioa^  '^cz 
precision  and  promptitude.  Those  qualitifsv^ir: 
essentially  distinguish  an  army  from  an  cqoai 
semblage  of  untrained  individual^  ca.n  only  i 
acquir^  by  the  instruction  of  experienced  office 
If  they,  particularly  the  company  and  regioec^ 
officers,  are  inexperienced,  the  Army  musi  ims. 
undisciplined;  in  which  case  the  genius,  aaint 
the  experience  of  the  commander,  wiD  be  d  i-CtJ 
avail.   The  great  and  leading  objects,  then,  c' 
Military  Establishment  in  peace,  ought  to  tx  i 
create  and  perpetuate  military  skill  and  expc' 
ence ;  so  that  at  all  times  the  coanOry  mar  have  i 
its  command  a  body  of  officers  snfflHsioitlr  bbo 
rous,  and  well  instructed  in  eroy  biaach  of  dr 
both  of  the  line  and  staff;  and  the  nnniiaiioa 
the  Army  ought  to  be  such  as  to  euable  the  & 
emment,  at  the  commencement  of  hostilitie*. 
obtain  a  regular  force,  adequate  to  the  emofs 
geucies  of  the  country,  properly  organized  aad  p 
pared  for  actual  service.   It  is  thus  only  thai* 
can  be  in  the  condition  to  meet  the  first  sboc£- 
hostilities  with  unyielding  firmness,  and  to  p« 
on  an  enemy  while  our  resources  are  yet  e=a 
hausted.   But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  disregs.*!^ 
the  sound  dictates  of  reason  and  experieac- 
should  in  peace  neglect  oar  Military  Bsbm>^ 
ment,  we  must,  wiu  a  powerfiil  and  ahSUoi' 
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my,  be  exposed  to  tbe  most  distrewing  calamities. 
Not  all  the  zeal,  coonge,  and  patriotism  of  oar 
militia,  UDsffpported  by  regularly  trained  and  dis- 
:iplined  troops,  can  arert  them.  Without  such 
iroops,  the  tffo  or  three  first  campaigns  would  be 
iirorse  than  lost.  Tbe  honor  of  our  arms  would 
K  tarnished,  and  the  resources  of  the  country  use- 
essly  lavished  j  for,  in  proportion  to  the  want  of 
■fficiency,  and  a  proper  organization  must,  in  ac- 
ual  service,  be  our  military  expenditures.  When 
aught  by  sad  experience,  we  would  be  compelled 
o  make  redoaUed  efforts  with  exhausted  means, 
o  regain  tboee  Tery  advantages  which  were  lost 
or  the  want  of  experimce  and  skill.  In  addition 
0  the  immense  expenditure  which  would  then  be 
lecessarr,  exceeding  manifold  what  would  have 
een  sa£cient  to  pat  our  Peace  Establishment  on 
respectable  footing,  a  crisis  would  be  thus  brought 
a  of  a  most  daoEerous  character  If  our  liberty 
lould  ever  be  endangered  by  the  military  power 
ainioe  the  ascendency,  it  will  be  from  the  neces- 
ty  of  making  those  mighty  and  irregular  efforts 
)  retrieve  our  affairs,  after  a  series  of  disasters, 
lused  by  the  want  of  adequate  military  knowl- 
Ige;  just  as,  in  our  physical  system,  a  state  of 
le  most  dangerous  excitement  and  paroxysm  fol- 
iws  that  of  the  greatest  debility  and  prostration, 
o  avoid  these  dangerous  consequences,  and  to 
repare  the  country  to  meet  a  state  of  war,  partio- 
,arly  at  its  commencement,  with  honor  and  safe- 
much  must  depend  on  the  oi^anization  of  our 
lilitary  Peace  BstaUishment ;  and  I  have,  ac- 
ffdin^ly,  in  the  plan  about  to  be  proposed  for  the 
duction  of  the  Army,  directed  my  attention 
ainly  to  that  point,  believing  it  to  be  of  the 
eatest  importance. 

To  give  such  an  organization,  the  leading  prin- 
ple  in  its  formation  ou^ht  to  be,  that,  at  the 
>mmencemeot  of  hostilities,  there  should  be  oo- 
ing  either  to  new-model  or  to  create.  The  only 
fierence,  consequently,  between  the  peace  and 
e  war  formation  of  the  Army,  ought  to  be  in 
le  increased  magnitude  of  the  latter ;  and  the 
ily  change;  in  passing  from  the  former  to  the 
tter,  should  consist  in  giving  to  it  the  augmen- 
tion  which  ^1  then  be  necessary, 
it  is  thus,  and  thns  tmly,  the  dangerous  transi- 
>a  from  peace  to  war  may  he  made  without  con- 
sion  or  disorder ;  and  the  weakness  and  danger, 
tiich  otherwise  would  be  inevitable,  be  avoided, 
wo  consequences  result  from  this  principle : 
rst,  the  organization  of  the  suff  in  a  Peace 
Etablisbment  oo^t  to  be  such  that  every  branch 
it  should  be  completely  formed,  with  such  ex- 
ision  as  the  number  of  troops  and  posts  occu- 
id  may  render  necessary;  and,  secondly,  that 
3  organization  of  the  line  ou^ht,  as  far  as  prac- 
able,  to  be  such  that,  in  passing  from  tbe  peace 
the  war  formation,  the  force  may  be  sufficiently 
^meoted,  without  adding  new  regiments  or 
:talions }  thus  raising  the  war  on  the  basis  of 
!  Peace  Establishment,  instead  of  creating  a 
nr  army  to  be  added  to  the  old,  as  at  the  com- 
tncement  of  the  late  wax.  The  next  nrinci]de 
be  obaerred  U,  the  Mganizatioo  ooj^iit  to  be 
eh  aa  to  induce,  in  time  of  peac^  citizens  of 


adequate  talents  and  respectability  of  character  to 
I  enter  and  remain  in  the  military  service  of  the 
I  country^  so  that  the  Government  may  have  offi- 
i  cers  at  its  command,  who,  to  the  requisite  expe- 
!  rience,  would  add  the  public  confidence.  The 
correctness  of  this  principle  can  scarcely  be  doubl- 
ed, for,  sorely,  if  it  is  worth  having  an  army  at 
all,  it  is  worth  having  it  well  commanded. 
j  These  are  the  general  principles  upon  which  I 
propose  to  form  tbe  organization  of  the  Army,  as 
proposed  to  be  reduced  under  the  resolution.  By 
reference  to  tables  A  and  B,  which  contain  the 
proposed  and  present  organizations,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  principal  difference  between  them  is  in 
the  reduction  of  the  rank  and  file.  The  present 
or^nization  of  tbe  staff,  with  its  branches,  is  re- 
tained, with  slight  alterations.  Tbe  principal 
changes  in  it  are,  in  that  of  the  Commissary  Qeur 
eral  of  Purchases,  and  the  Judge  Advocates,  by 
which  it  is  intended  that  Ibey  should  conform 
more  exactly  to  the  principles  on  which  tbe  other 
branches  are  now  formed.  It  is  believed  that  the 
true  principle  of  its  organization  is,  that  every 
distinct  branch  of  the  staff  should  terminate  in  a' 
chief,  to  be  stationed,  at  least  in  peace,  near  the 
Seat  of  Government,  and  to  be  made  responsible 
for  its  condition.  It  is  thus  that  the  Government 
may  at  all  time  obtain  correct  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  the  Army  in  every  particular,  and 
be  maUed  to  introduce  method^  order,  and  econo- 
my, in  its  disbursements.  It  is,  at  present,  with 
slight  exceptions,  thus  organized,  and  the  benefi- 
cial effects  of  it  have  already  been  strikingly  ex- 
emplified by  experience.  Since  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  which  gave  the 
present  organization  to  the  staff,  the  expe^e  of 
the  Army  nas  been  greatly  reduced,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  the  various  articles  supplied  have  been 
improved  in  quality,  and  tbe  punctuality  with 
which  they  have  been  issued;  and  while  the 
movements  of  tbe  Army  have,  at  least  for  the 
present,  been  rendered  more  expensive  by  occupy- 
ing the  distant  frontier  posts  at  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Peter's  and  at  the  Council  Blu&.  By  a  state- 
ment from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
and  the  books  of  the  Second  Auditor,  marked  0, 
containing  the  Army  distmrsements  from  1818  to 
1820  inclusive,  it  appears  that  the  expense  of  the 
Army  in  1818,  the  year  in  which  the  present  or^ 
eanization  commenced,  amounted  to  three  mil- 
uons  seven  hundred  ana  forty-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  one  cent,  while 
the  amount  of  warrants  issued  for  current  dis- 
bursements to  the  first  of  November  this  year,  has 
amounted  only  to  two  millions  six  hundred  and 
sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-six. 
dollars  and  eleven  cents,  and  the  disbursements  of 
the  whole  year  will,  probably,  not  exceed  two 
millions  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars.   In  the 

Sear  1818,  the  aggr^ate  average  number  of  the 
lilitary  Establishment,  including  the  cadets, 
amounted  to  eight  thousand  one  hundred  and 
ninety-nin^  and  that  of  this  year  to  nine  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  eleven.  It  is  admitted  that, 
during  the  same  period,  a  ccnuideraUe  reduction 
baa  taken  place  m  many  of  the  artidea  which 
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eoutiiute  I  be  Kuppliei  of  the  Army,  the  efieet  of 
which  has  been  to  reduee  its  expense ;  bat,  on  ez- 
aminatioD,  it  will  appear  that  the  dimiDUtioo  on 
this  account  is  much  less  than  what  on  the  first 
impression  might  besupposed.  Manyof  tbemore 
considerable  items,  which  constitute  the  expenses 
of  the  Army,  are  bxed  by  law,  and  do  not  fluctu- 
ate with  the  change  of  prices^  such  as  the  pay  of 
the  officers  and  men,  the  subsiKtence  of  the  former, 
and  the  allowance  to  them  for  servants,  forage, 
uransportation  of  bagnge,  &c.  All  of  the  items 
estimated  for,  by  the  Paymaster  General,  ezcept- 
ugclothing  Kff  sMTants,  which  is  of  small  amount, 
part«ke  of  this  character;  to  which,  if  we  add 
those  in  the  Qjiartennastn  General^  estimates, 
vhicb,  although  the  price  of  some  of  them  hare 
m  the  period  under  consideration  been  reduced, 
ytt  that  has  been  at  least  balanced  in  the  increased 
expenditure  of  that  department  for  the  last  two 
years,  by  the  extension  and  increased  nnmber  of 
the  military  posts ;  it  will  result,  that  the  redac- 
tion in  the  expense  of  the  Army  1^  the  diminu- 
tion of  prices  is  substantially  confined  to  the 
clothing,  medical,  end  subsistence  departments. 
Some  pains  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  this  dim- 
inution, in  the  various  articles  supplied  by  them, 
and  it  has  resulted  in  the  belief,  that  the  average 
of  these  supplied  by  the  clothing  and  medical  <k- 
partments  were,  in  the  year  1818,  about  seven  per 
cent.  faurh»  than  in  this,  and  in  the  subsistence 
aboat  nrty  per  cent,  with  thoe  data,  it  is  as- 
ecrtained^  that  the  expowe  of  the  Army  this  year, 
had  no  diminution  in  priee  since  1818  taken  place, 
would  have  amounted,  deducting  for  the  difo- 
cace  of  the  avenge  number  of  the  two  years,  and 
alloirittg  for  the  expenditure  of  the  Seminole  war 
in  1818,  to  about  two  millions  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one  thousand,  and  thirty-eight  ddlhirs  and 
fil^y-nve  cents.  This  sum,  deducted  from  three 
millions  seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-^fire  dollars  and  one  cent, 
the  expense  of  the  Army  in  1818,  gives  for  the 
actual  saving,  after  allowing  for  the  diminution 
of  prices,  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fiAy-siz  dollars  and 
forty-six  cents,  (see  taUe  D,)  which  has  been 
tfieoted  throngli  the  organization  the  present 
aMiff,  by  enabung  the  d^rtraent  to  sapenntmd, 
in  its  minute  details,  as  well  the  rarioaB  disbane- 
ments  of  the  Army,  as  the  measurei  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  waste  of  public  property.  The  amount 
of  saving  may  appear  to  be  very  great,  but  it  is 
eenfidentty  believed,  that  it  cannot  be  materiallv 
redneed  by  any  just  mode  of  calculation  of  whtcn 
the  subject  is  susceptible. 

As  great  as  this  result  is,  it  is  only  in  war  that 
the  benefits  of  a  proper  organization  of  the  stafi* 
can  be  fully  realized.  With  a  complete  oi^ni- 
ntion,-aDd  experienced  officm,  trained  in  time  of 
peace  to  an  exact  and  punctual  discharge  of  their 
duty,  the  saving  in  war  (not  to  insist  on  an  in- 
creased eneivy  and  success  in  our  military  move- 
ments) would  be  of  incalculaUe  advantage  to  the 
country.  The  number  of  deputies  and  assistants 
m  each  branch  onght  to  be  r^ulated  by  the  exi- 
gvkcj  of  the  service,  and  this  must  enviously  de- 


pend much  more  on  the  number  of  poib  thuo; 
the  nnmber  of  troop ;  and  as  no  mttoialcbw 
can,  consistmtly  with  the  public  interest,  be  mi 
as  to  the  posts,  under  the  proposed  nd«tioD,lii^ 
diminution  can  be  made  in  the  number  of  nW- 
dinate  officers  belonging  to  the  staff. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  retain  the  two  mfstal 
four  brigadier  generals.  Although  it  ii  sot  fn- 
baUe  tluit  there  will  be  conceotrsted,ii  tuKS 
peace,  at  any  one  point,  a  force  equal  takm- 
maod  of  a  smgle  major,  or  even  a  Imgifai  fm- 
eral,  yet  it  is  conceived  that  it  is  hapMuioik 
service  that  they  should  be  retained.  AiituRp- 
ments,  with  a  proper  proportkm  of  utatnai 
light  troops,  cooaUtute^  moor  service,  otempk 
and  two  brigades  a  diviHon,  the  rooHuidi 
a  major  general,  the  manber  of  r^mmb  »i 
talions,  under  the  pn^Msed  onuizatioD,  ito 

S'vcR  a  command  equal  to  Uiat  of  two  myxm 
ur  brigadier  generals.   Bat  «  more 
and,  in  my  opinion,  decisive  reawD,  wkr  ik 
should  be  retained,  may  be  found  ia  the  praap 
already  stated,  that  the  organiztttw  of  the  Pw 
Establishment  ought  to  be  such  as  toiDdoctpt 
sons  of  talent  ana  respectability  to  enttrudcR 
tinue  in  the  miJitarr  service.  TogiretcAi 
officer  of  the  Army  the  necessary  skill  udifi'^ 
alents,  the  Military  Academy  is  so  isTiUt 
part  of  our  Establishment ;  but  that  slooe  vilibi 
madeqnate.   For  this  purpose,  n^<^^ 
rank  and  compensation  must  be  givea  totk* 
CMS  of  the  Army.  Every  pradcnt  iadiriiai-c 
selecting  his  course  of  life,  most  be  goTend-su 
ing  some  allowance  for  natiual  di^tta  taa^ 
dally  by  the  rewards  which  attend  ckc  mw 
pursuits  open  to  him.   Under  onr  free  ann'"''^ 
every  one  is  left  free  to  make  his  sdtctiii; 
most  of  the  pursuits  of  lifie,  fdlowed  wii 
and  skill,  lead  to  opulence  aad  ^"^^^ 
The  profession  of  arms,  in  the  wdl  esa^ 
state  of  things  which  exists  amoDg  us.  * 
reward  but  what  is  attached  to  it  brlivioi 
if  that  should  be  inferior  to  other 
would  be  idle  to  suppose  iadividoals,  V^^^ 
the  necessary  talents  and  character,  voohr^ 
duced  to  enter  it.   A  mere  sense  of  dBif^r 
not,  and  cannot,  be  safely  relied  on. 
that  individnals  woald  he  netaaled  by  a 
aense  of  dntr  towards  the  OovemiaeBt  an 
latter  towards  them.  . 

If  we  may  judge  from  experiMce, «  «* 
seem  that  tlie  Armv,  even  wiUi  these  mfi^ 
commands,  which,  from  their  rank  as4too|i 
satiouj  most  operate  strongly  on  those  wbo 
a  military  inclination,  does  not  jwsui  «*" 
ments  to  remain  in  it,  stronger  tun,  k> 
strong  as,  those  of  most  of  ^e  other  n^"^ 
pursuits  of  life. 

The  number  of  resignations  has  been  T«fvi^ 
of  which  muiy  are  among  the  most  v^"*^ 
cers.  Should  the  number  of  genmlsbein'^ 
the  motive  for  entering  or  oontiBBtM^^. 
must  also  be  greatly  reduced  ;  (ot,  lite 

Kizes  in  a  lottery,  though  they  can 
■  a  few  only,  yet  Uie|r  opente  on  lU  tk«^ 
aAvoitare;  so  those  important  slitiotf''^ 
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they  oeeopjr  are,  with  thove  tbe  best  qnilifled  to 
aenre  their  cooBtry,  the  priDcipal  motiTe  to  enter 
or  remain  in  tbe  Artoy.  To  retain  them  ia,  in 
fact,  the  cbeapeM  mode  of  eommaodiDg  such 
talents  j  for,  to  pursue  the  metaphor,  if  the  higii 
prizes  were  dittribated  among  all  of  tbe  tickets^ 
there  woaM  be  bat  few  adrenturers ;  so,  if  the 
compensation  attached  to  th«  general  offieen 
were  distribated  pmportionablr  amcMg  the  other 
officers,  the  indacement  whidi  tbe  Army  now 
holds  out  for  a  military  profession,  to  individuals 
of  suitable  character,  would  be  almost  wholly 
lost.  If  tbe  generals  were  reduced  to  one  major 
and  tvo  tfflgadiers,  the  ssTing  would  not  exceed 
914,44^  aDKiaUy,  wbkh,  distribated  amon^  the 
offieers  iit  prtqxwtiOQ  to  their  pay,  would  gire  to 
aliniteitant  but  fSS  59  additional  pa^,  and  to  a 
captain  930  87  aufoaHjr,  a  sum  too  ineonndef^ 
able  to  hare  mach  efl^t 

I  will  proceed  next  to  make  a  finr  remarks  on 
that  portioo  of  the  o^aizatioa  which  proposes 
to  reduee  the  rank  abd  file,  without  a  correspond- 
eot  redacticm  of  the  battalions  and  regiments. 
By  a  reference  to  statement  A,  it  will  be  seen  that 
it  is  proposed  to  add  the  rifle  regitnent  to  tbom 
of  the  infantry,  and  unite  the  ordnaace  and  light 
and  heary  artillery,  into  one  corpa  of  artillery, 
'Which,  when  thus  Mended,  to  form  nine  regiments 
of  infantry,  and  fire  battalions  of  artillery,  fVom 
the  latter  of  which  the  oorps  of  ordnance  is  to  be 
takenj  to  consiat  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  cod- 
onel,  two  majors,  serai  ea[^iasj  and  as  mmiy 
lieutenants  aa  the  Preildait  may  judge  neeeuary. 
This  oi^uiizatios  will  require  all  the  officers  of 
the  line  of  the  present  Army  to  be  retained. 

No  position  eonnacted  with  the  oi^aisation  of 
the  Peace  Establuihment  is  susceptiUe  of  being 
more  rigidly  proved,  than  that  the  proportion  of 
its  officers  to  the  rank  and  file  ought  to  oe  greater 
than  in  a  War  Bsublishment.  It  results  imme- 
diately from  a  position,  tbe  Irath  of  whieh  cannot 
be  fairly  doubted,  and  which  I  have  attempted  to 
illustrate  in  the  preliminary  reaarlv,  that  the 
leading  object  erf*  a  regular  army  in  time  of  peace 
onght  to  be,  to  enable  the  ooantry  to  meet^  with 
honor  and  safety,  paiticularly  at  the  commence- 
ment of  war,  the  dangers  incident  to  that  state ; 
to  efiect  this  object,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
peooe  orgaaizati<m  oi^ht,  as  faae  been  shown,  lo  be 
such,  that,  in  passing  to  a  state  of  war,  tbncshooU 
be  nothing  either  to  new-modd  or  to  create ;  and 
that  the  difiirence  between  that  and  the  war  or- 
ganization ought  to  be  simply  in  the  greater  mag- 
nitude of  the  fattor.  The  apidioation  o{  this  ptia-- 
ciple  has  governed  in  that  portion  of  the  formation 
of  the  proposed  Military  Bstahlidunrat  now  un- 
der coasideration.  The  eompuucs^  both  of  the 
artillery  and  infantry,  are  |m>posed  to  be  reduced 
to  their  minimum  peace  formation,  tbe  former  to 
consist  of  sixty-four  jvivates  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  the  latter  of  thirty-seven, 
which  will  give  to  the  aggregate  of  both  corpp, 
thus  formed,  six  thousand  tteee  hundred  and  six- 
teen non-commissioned  officers,  mnsicians,  and 
[irirates.  Without  adding  a  nagle  officer,  or  a 
lingle  company,  they  may  be  augmented,  notild 


a  just  precaution,  growing  out  of  foreign  rdation^ 
render  it  necessary,  to  eleven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred fiAy-eight ;  and}  pending  hostilities,  by  add- 
ing two  hnndivd  and  eighty-eight  officers,  the 
two  corps,  on  the  maximum  of  the  war  formation, 
may  be  raised  to  the  re^geetable  force  of  four 
thousand  five  bundled  and  forty-five  of  the  artil- 
lery, and  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety  of  tbe  infantry,  making  in  tbe  aggregate 
nineteen  thousand  and  thirty-six  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  privates.  The  war 
oi^puijzation,thu8Tai8ed  on  the  basis  of  the  Peace 
Establishment,  will  bring  into  e^trre  operation 
the  whole  of  the  experience  and  drill  of  the  latterj 
which,  with  attention,  would,  in  a  sfaiNrt  peiiodf 
be  communicated  to  the  new  lecroita,  and  the  offi- 
cers recently  appointed,  so  aa  to  eooatitnte  a  well 
disciplined  force.  Sboud  the  o^fanintkm  of  fUt 
companies,  on  the  contrary,  be  adopted  for  dto 
Peace  BstaUisfament,  this  proeees  could  be  C9U<- 
ried  to  a  very  limited  extent.  Six  thousand  mat 
so  omnized  can  be  au^ented  on  the  fUl  War 
EstaMishment  only  to  nme  thousand  one  hundnad 
and  fifkeen  by  doubling  tbe  battalions.  Any  ad- 
ditional force,  beyond  that,  must  be  obtained  1^ 
adding  new  regiments  and  battalicms,  with  aU  the 
disadvantages  of  inexperience  in  the  offioets  ^mI 
men,  without  the  means  of  immediate  instruotiott. 
This  was  tbe  fatal  error  at  the  oommeneemeat  of 
the  late  war,  whieh  cost  the  eooatry  so  muelf 
treasure  and  blood.  The  Peace  Bstablishmeat 
which  preceded  it  was  very  imperfectly  ofgaaind 
and  did  not  atbaait  of  tbe  aeoesmyamnentatiMi ; 
nor  did  the  GoTemment  avail  itwlf  ^  erelk  itt 
United'  oapacl^  in  that  napeet.  The  forces 
laised  ware  oi^aized  into  new  corps,  in  which, 
ooasequeatly,  every  branch  of  military  daty  was 
to  be  learned  by  the  officers  as  well  as  men.  BtA 
with  all  these  disadvantages,  the  experience  ana 
discipline  of  the  old  estabti^ment  was  of  immense 
use,  and  has  not  been  duly  appreciated.  The  offi- 
een teloQgiwe  to  it  gradually  diflosed  their  mil^ 
tsry  kftowledge  through  the  ATiny,  and^  contri- 
buted meh  to  the  brilliant  results  of  Uie  campaign 
of  1814.  For  tbe  truth  of  this  assertieo,  I  might 
with  confidence  appeal  to  those  officers  who  men 
acquired  so  much  glory  for  themselves  and  their 
CDuntryi 

Another  reason  remains -to  be  urged,,  why,,  in 
the  peace  eetaUiihment,  the  nambH'-M  imcers 
onght  to  be  great  compared  with  the  actual  force. 
At  the  commencement  of  war  an  ade<}uate  num- 
ber of  experienced  officers  is  of  greater  importance 
than  that  of  disciplined  troops,  even  were  it  possi- 
ble to  hare  the  latter  without  the  former ;  for  it  is 
not  difficult  to  form  in  a  short  time  weU  disci- 
plined troops  by  experienced  officers,  but  the  re- 
verse is  impossible.  The  qualifications  of  the 
officers  are  essentially  superior  to  those  of  the  sol- 
diers, and  are  more  difficult  to  be  acquired.  The 
progress  of  military  science  has  not  added  much 
to  the  difficulty  of  performing  the  duty  of  the 
soldier,  or  of  training  him,  but  it  has  greatly  to 
that  of  the  officer.  No  Government  can,  in  tbe 
preeent  improved  state  of  mililaiT  science,  neglect 
with  imponity  to  in^ct  a  sufficient  number  of 
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its  citizens  in  a  science  indispensable  to  its  inde- 
pendence and  safety,  and  to  perfect  which  instruc- 
tion, it  is  necessary  that  some  portion  of  them  (the 
number  to  be  r^ulated  by  the  resources  of  the 
country  and  its  relation  with  other  GoTernmeots) 
should  make  arms  their  profession. 

I  have  thus  presented  an  oreantzation  which  I 
deem  the  most  effective,  and  which,  in  the  future 
exigencies  of  the  country,  may  be  of  ihe  utmost 
importance.  A  different  one.  requiring  for  the 
inroent  an  expenditure  nmcUung  leas  than  that 
proposed^  might,  in  some  respect*,  be  more  agreea- 
ble at  this  moment ;  but,  beuerin^  that  nothing 
in  our  situation  or  in  our  relation  with  other 
Powos,  bowerer  pacific  at  this  time,  can  give  a 
certain  assnranee  u  uninterrupted  peace,  a  state 
which  may  exist  in  the  imagination  of  the  poet, 
but  which  no  nation  has  yet  had  the  good  fortune 
to  enjoy,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  present  that 
oi^nization  which  will  most  efiectually  protect 
the  country  against  the  calamities  and  dangers  of 
any  future  contest  in  which  it  may  be  our  misfor- 
tune to  be  inroUed. 

Economy  is  certainly  a  very  high  political  vir- 
tae,  intimately  connected  with  the  power  and  the 
publie  rirtoe  of  the  community.  In  military  op- 
mtions^  which,  under  the  best  management,  are 
80  extensiTi^  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance ;  but, 
by  no  proimety  of  language  can  that  anrangemeat 
be  called  economical  which,  in  order  tut  ou- 
Bfilitary  Establishment  in  peace  should  be  rather 
less  ex^nsire,  would,  regardless  of  the  purposes 
for  which  it  ought  to  be  maintained,  render  it  unfit 
to  meet  the  dangers  incident  to  a  sute  of  war. 

With  a  single  obserTation,  which  was  omitted 
in  its  proper  place,  I  will  conclude  my  remarks. 
The  plan  proposed  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
gives  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixteen  non- 
eommissioDed  officers,  musicians,  and  privates, 
instead  of  six  thousand,  the  number  fixed  in  the 
resolution.  It  was  found  difficult  to  form  an 
Denization  on  proper  principles,  which  would 
give  that  precise  number,  and,  as  the  difference 
was  not  deemed  rery  matoial,  I  have  ventured  to 
deviate  to  that  extent  from  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ax., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  JoHH  W.  Tatlob, 
^takeri^a$J§imt$  ^  HiprmnUUhei. 


REPORT  ON  FORTIFICATIONS. 
[Comninnieated  to  Ihe  House,  Febniaiy  IB,  18SI.] 

DsPARTHElfT  OF  WaB, 

February  12,  1821. 
Sib  :  In  eomplianee  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  instant,  direct- 
ing **  that  the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  that 
House  the  progress  which  has  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Elngtneers,  in  determining  the  sites  and 
^ns  of  fortmeations  of  the  coast  of  the  United 
Slates;  the  sites  which  may  have  been  selected; 


the  estimates  of  the  expense  in  completing  tk« 
several  works;  the  numb»  of  tioopt  necesir;^ 
garrison  them  in  peace  and  in  mi;  the  pto^ 
made  in  erecting  the  fortifications;  theidmiip 
resulting  from  the  system  when  comfdttfd,  jb- 
ticularly  in  reducing  the  expense  ofdwnitiiiiiib 
Atlantic  frontier,"  I  have  the  hoDoitoadoti 
report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  nutkeitA,ui 
a  report  of  the  Engineer  Department,  aubdB. 
which  give  the  inlormation  required  bf  iknn- 
lution. 

It  may  be  fnoper  to  observe  that  tbt  fipH 
fortificatioiu  have  beui  distribated  'm  Am 
classes,  according  to  their  rdalive  maam, 
and  that  it  is  determined  to  erect  tbaiefl  Aein 
class,  previous  to  the  commencenuetof  tkesced 
and  third  classes,  with  the  excnilkm  of  the  wok 
at  Mobile  Point  and  Dauphin  Ishod.  Tbs 
works  were  commenced  in  prrferaice  to  i» 
projected  at  Bayou  Bienvenue,  and  FortSiFiii^ 
for,  although  the  lattnare  {daeedinthefintik 
it  was  not  however  deemed  proper  to  comiMe 
with  them,  as  they  were  much  less  ateiuinita 
the  two  former,  and  could  be  <»m|detediiiike 
time,  should  the  state  of  our  iduooiwiiiclkf 
Powers  render  it  necessary. 

The  contractors  for  the  wb  at  the  Kigw 
were,  by  the  arrangements  with  then,  lo  h* 
erected  those  contemplated  at  Chef  UtDtHi,K 
so  many  impedimoits  ^vebecneneooDteH,)^ 
it  has  Men  necessary  for  them  to  c(Hi6iKlii(iif 
eratioos  whoUy  to  the  former. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obetoi«^ 
J.  C.  CALHOW- 

Hon.  JoBir  W.  Tatlob, 
^ptekar  of  the  Bnue  o/ReprmMlm. 


City  op  Wabbikotoh, 

Sib:  The  followuig  summary  of  tbei^eiK^ 
of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  called  iot^P 
order,  is  resp^tfully  submitted:  . 

The  commission  charged  with  nM^^B"^ 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  bu«>9H" 
the  three  most  important  sections  of  the  uniiv 
boundaries,  viz:  The  coast  d*  the  Gulf  oDk^ 
the  coast  between  Cape  Hatteras  &nd  Ctft^^ 
and  the  coast  between  Cape  Cod  tnd  the  Ki<- 
Bt.  Croix.  The  coast  between  Cape  Hstten:"' 
Cape  Fear  has  likewise  been  surveyed; 
only  section  which  ronains  to  be  eiimW|' 
complete  the  reconnoissanceof  tbecosit,H8^ 
Carolina  and  Georgia. 

The  reports  presented  in  1818, 1B19, 
1821,  to  the  Hon.  Secretaries  of  the  Wu  >E 
Navy  Departments,  were  accompanied  iij<^ 
necessary  plan,  table,  dbc.,  and  emlncr  «^ 
naval  and  military  consideration,  bothui'i* 
attack,  and  as  to  the  defence  of  the  frontier.^' 
fixing  the  sites  for  the  great  naval  depots,"'' 
to  protecting,  by  the  general  system  of 
the  gotaal  system  of  internal  narigatioK-  _ 
must  refer  to  the  detaib  of  these  reports 
the  importance  of  estaUishing  a  eonp'^^ 
tac  the  ^otection  of  the  inatien^  ana  u"<^ 
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sitj  of  baiUing  this  sfstem  upon  priDciples  har* 
moniziog  with  the  moaem  system  of  warfare.  It 
will  be  seen  that  most  of  the  ezistiog  forts  only 
defend  single  points,  and  satisfy  only  a  few  essen- 
tial coaditioos;  and  that  they  bare  not  been 
plaaned  with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  the  fron-  ; 
tiers,  considered  as  one  great  and  combined  sys- 
tem, whose  sereral  parts  should  be  connected  and 
should  mutually  support  each  other.    The  nary 
yards  (excepting  that  of  Charlestown  near  Boston) 
nave  all  been  improperly  placed;  the  conveni- 
ences for  the  erection  of  the  necessary  establish- 
ments having  alone  been  taken  into  consideration, ; 
while  all  other  requisites  for  points  so  important,  I 
such  as  securiljr  against  attack  by  sea  or  land,  1 
facility  of  KceiTiog  all  kinds  of  building  material  I 
in  time  of  war  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace,  vicinity  | 
to  a  place  of  rendezvous,  hare  been  overiooked.  | 

A  defensive  system  fat  the  frontiers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  therefore  yet  to  be  created ;  its  bases 
are,  first,a  navf ;  second,  fortifieatioosj  third,in- 
terior  commanicatioD  by  land  and  water;  and, 
fourth,  a  regular  army  and  well  organized  militia ; 
these  means  must  all  be  combined  so  as  to  form  a 
complete  system. 

The  navy  must,  in  the  first  place,  be  provided 
with  proper  estatuishments  for  construction  and 
repair,  harbors  of  rendezvous,  stations,  and  ports 
of  refuge.  It  is  only  by  taking  into  view  the  gene- 
ral character,  as  well  as  the  details,  of  the  whole 
frontier,  that  we  can  fix  on  the  most  advantageous 
points  for  receiving  these  naval  depots,  harbors  of 
rendezvous,  stations,  and  ports  of  refuge. 

On  these  considerations,  Burwell's  bay,  in  James  I 
river,  and  ChariestowD,  d«v  Boston, luve  been 
especially  recommended  by  the  commission,  as 
the  most  proper  sites  for  the  great  naval  arsenab 
of  the  Sooth  and  of  the  North.  Hampton  Roads 
and  Boston  Roads  as  the  chief  rendezvous,  and 
Narraganset  bay  as  an  indispensable  accessary  to 
Boston  Roads.  (See  reports  of  1819  and  1820.) 

It  is  also  from  an  attentive  consideration  of  the 
whole  maritime  frontier,  of  the  interior,  and  of  the 
coastwise  navigation,  that  Mobile  bay  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  St.  Mary's  in  the  Chesapeake,  the 
Delaware,  New  York  bay,  Buzzard's  nay,  New 
London,  Marblehead,  Portsmouth,  Portland,  the 
mouths  of  the  Kennebeck  and  Penobscot,  and 
Mount  Desert  bay,  have  been  fixed  upon  as  sta- 
tions and  ports  of  refuge,  as  necessary  and  essen- 
tial to  our  merchant  vessels  as  to  our  navy. 

Smithville  and  Beaufort,  North  Carolina;  An- 
napolia  and  Baltimore  Maryland ;  New  Eiaven. 
Connecticut:  Salem,  in  Massachusetts;  andWis^ 
casset,  in  Blaine,  Itave  likewise  been  examined 
-with  attention,  with  a  view  to  secure  them  from 
attack  by  sea  or  land.  (See  repcffto  of  1819, 1820, 
and  1821.) 

St.  Mary's  river  and  Savannah,  in  GJeoi^ia; 
Beaufort,  Charleston,  and  Qewgetown,  in  South 
Carolina,  will  be  examined  and  mtreyei  in  the 
course  of  this  year. 

After  determining  the  general  and  connected 
system  of  naval  depots,  harbors  of  rendezvous, 
stations,  and  ports  oT  refuge,  the  commission^  in 
the  next  place,  traced  the  scheme  of  fortificatuHis 


necessary  to  protect  this  system,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  guard  the  whole  frontier  i^nst  invasion. 
The  forts  projected  by  the  commission  for  this 
purpose  satisfy  one  or  more  of  the  following  con- 
ditions : 

I  1.  To  close  important  harbors  to  an  enemy  and 
secure  ihem  to  the  navy  of  the  country. 

2.  To  deprive  an  enemy  of  strong  positions, 
where,  protected  by  his  naval  superiority,  ne  might 
fix  permanent  quarters  in  our  territory,  maintain 
himself  during  the  war,  and  keep  the  whole  fron- 
tier in  perpetual  alarm. 
I    3.  To  cover  our  great  citiesi  against  attack. 
I    4.  To  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  giezt 
1  avenues  of  interior  navigation  from  being  falock- 
I  aded  by  a  naval  force  at  their  mtrance  mto  the 
I  ocean. 

I  5.  To  cover  the  coastwise  and  interior  naviga- 
tion, and  to  give  to  our  navy  the  means  necessary 
for  protecting  this  navigation. 
6.  To  cover  the  great  naval  establishments. 
A  rapid  review  of  the  works  which  have  been 
projected  by  the  commission,  will  exhibit,  with 
sufficient  distinctness,  the  advantages  which  must 
result  from  their  construction. 

In  Louisiana,  the  forts  projected  at  the  Turn  of 
Plaquemines,  at  the  Bayou  Bienvenue,  at  the  Chef 
Menleur,  at  the  Rigolets,  form  altogether  a  system 
of  defence,  not  only  covering  New  Orleans,  but 
preventing  an  enemy  from  talung  and  holding  his 
position  at  the  northern  point  of  the  Delta  of  the 
Mississippi,  where,  presenting  a  small  front,  easily 
fortified  in  a  few  days,  and  imposaiUe  to  turn,  he 
i  might  defy  all  the  forces  of  the  West.  Supposing 
even  that  he  were  expelled  from  it,  he  might,  in 
his  retreat,  pillage  and  burn  all  the  balntations, 
and  carry  off  thealaves  from  both  sides  of  the  river 
for  a  length  of  one  hundred  and  &(ty  miles.  This 
whole  projected  system  of  works  will  cost  a  little 
more  tban  $1,000,000 ;  a  sum  small  indeed  to 
avert  such  calamities,  and  which  bears  no  sort  of 
proportion  to  the  effects  which  it  will  produce. 
The  fortifications  projected  at  the  mouth  of  Mo- 
bile bay,  prevent  as  far  as  practicable  its  blockade, 
secure  the  communication  of  the  Tombigbee  and 
Alabama  with  the  ocean,  as  well  as  that  which 
is  proposed  to  connect  these  rivers  with  the  Ten- 
nessee ;  protect  also  the  communication  between 
Mobile  l»y  and  Lake  Pontchartraiu  by  the  inte- 
rior channel,  lyins  between  the  main  and  the 
chain  of  islands  bounded  by  Cat  island  to  the 
west,  and  Dauphin  island  to  the  east,  and  deprive 
an  enemy  of  a  station  whence  he  might  act  either 
against  New  Orleans,  or  the  estaUishments  which 
the  United  States  may  form  hoeaf^  in  Pensa- 
cola.  At  present,  Fort  Boyer,  at  Mobile  Point, 
which  could  not  hold  out  three  days  against  a 
regular  attack,  and  Fort  St.  Philip,  which  is  much 
too  small  and  weak  to  ddend  the  Mississippi,  are 
the  only  protection  to  Louisiana. 

The  forts  which  will  be  projected  at  St  Mary's 
river  and  Savannah,  in  GJeorgia ;  Beaufort,  Cbarles- 
ton,aDd  Georgetown,  in  South  Carolina,  will  have 
for  object  to  secure  the  communication  between 

I the  sea  and  the  interior,  to  prevent  the  blockade 
of  the  rivers  and  harbors  of  these  States,  to  secure 
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naval  itatioas,  oecMBary  in  gaaiding  the  couting 
trade,  and  to  corer  the  great  commeteial  cities 
against  attack  by  land  or  sea. 

The  forts  of  SmithTille  and  Beaufort,  North 
Carolina,  will  have  for  object  to  close  the  only 
two  important  issues  by  which  the  interior  of  that 
State  commaDicateswith  the  ocean;  they  defend 
the  access  to  the  interior  navigation,  whicn,  sooner 
or  later,  will  be  o^ned  between  the  Chesapeake 
and  Cape  Fear  river,  and  which,  by  means  of 
canab,  will  secure  in  time  of  war  the  arrival  d 
naval  apivoviiionnenients  at  the  maritime  depot 
of  Harwell's  bay,  while  in  tiDK  of  peace  it  will 
give  to  the  commerce  of  the  country  in  genoal, 
and  of  North  Carolina  in  particalar,  gnat  facili- 
ties for  aroiding  the  dangerous  and  dimcidt  nari- 
gation  of  Albemarle  and  Pamlico  Sounds. 

In  the  Chesapeake  the  projected  works  at  the 
enbance  of  Hampton  Roads,  have  for  object  to 
close  this  road  against  an  enemy,  and  to  secore  it 
to  the  United  States ;  to  secure  the  interior  navi- 
gation between  the  Chesapeake  and  the  more 
southnn  States ;  to  make  sure  of  a  naval  place  of 
arms,  where  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  may 
protect  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  coasting  trade ; 
to  cover  the  public  docks,  dbc.  at  Norfolk,  and  those 
which  may  oeestaUi^ed  in  James  river;  and  to 
jvevent  an  cnony  from  making  a  permanent  es- 
tablishment at  Norfolk. 

While  on  this  subject  we  will  obMrr^  that  an 
enemy  might  land  in  Lynnhaven  Bay,  uid,  in  one 
day's  march,  reach  the  narrow  position  which  lies 
to  the  east  of  Suffolk :  bounded  oa  one  side,  by 
the  Dismal  Swamp,  and,  on  the  other,  by  Bennett^ 
creek,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Nansemond,  this  po- 
sition cannot  be  turned^^nd  nuiy  easily  be  fortified. 
An  enemy  might  there  defy  all  lixo  forces  of  Tir- 

S'cia  and  North  Carolina.  Secure  of  a  retreat  as 
ag  as  his  fleet  ocenpied  Hampton  Road,  be  woald 
compel  the  United  States  to  make  the  greatest 
possible  sacrifices,  both  in  men  and  money,  before 
he  could  be  driven  oat.  But,  if  Hampton  Road 
is  fortified,  he  will  only  be  able  to  anchor  in  the 
open  road  of  Lynnbaven  Bay :  his  march  thence 
upon  SuAdk  may  be  tamed  by  oar  forces  croning 
at  Hampton  Road,  and  he  will,  theraftire^  find  it 
imposstbie  to  lake  permanent  qnarters  in  the  coun- 
try. The  expense  at  which  these  results  will  be 
obtained,  is  $1,800,000  J  a  trifling  sum  if  compared 
with  the  ma^itude  of  the  advantages  which  will 
be  procured,  and  the  evils  which  will  b*  averted. 

At  Baltimore  the  forts  projected  at  Hawkins' 
Point,  and  on  the  shoat  of  Soell«^s  Point,  cover 
the  harbor;  and  the  last  mentioned  work  will 
ibrce  an  enemy  to  land,  if  he  intends  atUckinjr 
the  town,  at  a  greater  distaoee  from  it,  and  will 
thus  prevent  him  from  turning  the  defensive  posi- 
tion which  oar  forces  might  take  against  him. 
The  hattwies  of  St.  Mary's  secure  a  good  station 
to  the  vessels  of  war  charged  with  guarding  the 
Chesapeake ;  protect  an  anchorage  accessiUe  by 
TesaelB  of  the  largest  class;  and,  as  do  also  the 
batteries  at  Annapilis,  oflfer  a  safe  anlum  to  mer- 
cbut  vessels  which  might  find  it  impossible  to 
naeh  Baltimore.  St.  Mary's  is  not  at  all  defonded, 
■nd  Fort  MoHenry  at  Battlmara  hai  no  infloenoe 


whatever  over  an  attack  by  land,  a  od  cannot  na 
secure  the  city  and  harbor  from  bombudnni 
Id  the  Delaware,  the  fort  on  the  ?n  ha 
Island,  and  the  one  on  the  Deiaware  shorecffost 
defend  the  water  passage  as  far  below  Ph2iM[u 
as  localities  will  permit ;  they  force  aa  nnyti 
land  forty  miles  below  the  city  to  sitickiil^W 
and  thus  afford  time  for  the  arriral  of  !Decn!: 
th^  secure  to  the  forces  of  the  coontn  mtmn 
dcfensiUe  position^  where  part  miv  mMjutt 
emy,  while  part  file  aptm  his  fiutkortmiilK 
river  in  his  rear,  and  euthimofffromulEtl  Ai 
present,  Fort  Mifflin,  seven  nUes  WovAtdir. 
IS  the  only  obstacle  an  enemy  wonld  eacmB-. 
he  might,  therefore,  land  very  near  the  ciiT,!!^ 
attack  it  within  a  few  hours  u  hk  ludiie.  fii 
two  projected  forts  will  also  have  tbeimnjt 
of  covering.the  canal  destined  to  euntect  iIkCk 
apeake  with  the  Delaware^  if  the  joDction  of  ^ 
canal  be,  as  in  all  prohalMlity  it  nHutbcuiii 
north  of  the  Pea  Patch. 

The  projected  woi^  on  the  watcttofihcHii- 
son  and  East  rivers  have  fen-  object  lo  tata  ii 
city  of  New  Yofk  against  an  atnek  bjr  land  i 
sea ;  to  protect  its  numerous  shippinf  :;  toptnK 
as  much  as  possible,  the  blockade  of  thiiifflaa* 
river,  which  will  soon  have  added  loifactali 
of  its  own  shores  the  productions  of  the  bnite 
r^ionson  Uk  ncwthern  and  westera  lake;  vi» 
eorer  the  intsior  navigatitw  whkh  ii  j^fotit 
connect  the  waten  of  the  Delawin  mAtkei 
the  bay  of  New  York,  by  a  canal  Jrom  tbeBaia 
The  forts  projected  at  the  Narrows  aitdal  ikF 
of  Throgg*8  Neck  on  the  Bast  nm,^^. 
defend  the  entrances  into  the  bay.forcf  tkn^ 
to  land  in  the  Sound  at  a  great  dittasttfreaw 
city,  and  place  Brooklyn  Height  at  tbeMWH 
an  interior  curve  of  the  frontier  <£  wlueh  ^ 
works  occupy  the  extremities,  in  mrofuaait 
moving  upon  Brooklyn^  and  afford  time; 
reMstMce,  for  the  militia  to  assemble  td  ^ 
to  the  relief  of  the  city ;  tht»  gmlly  ditwi^ 
the  chances  of  success  to  the  fsitcrprue.  T^'^ 
pcDse  of  these  works  will  be  aboat  fH^t^. 

As  to  the  forte  projected  for  the  But  Bait>* 
Middle  Groand,  tney  will  complete  Ae  ^i^* 
the  city,  by  depriving  as  enemy  of  tie  pbs" 
aravesend  Bar,  dm  otdy  spot  on  thesosil^ 
of  Long  Idana  when  he  can  safely  land  uv^ 
on  Brooklyn.  They  wtil  atw)  deprive  bin  «* 
possibility  of  estaUisfaing  himself  on  Suttt 
and.  thns  reduce  the  points  of  attadt  to  one  n  » 
Sound.  Besides  thus  strengthcniog  tbe  das" 
of  the  city,  they  will  prevent  an  enemy  fnio^ 
choring  in  the  outu-  harbor  to  blockade 
scm,  alarm  the  oonntry,  and  intercept  the  tm^ 
communication  by  the  Raritnt. 

The  harbor  of  New  York,  in  its  ptejeni  sW; 
scarcely  at  all  defended  against  a  sea  auati»- 
the  city  is  not  at  all  defended  a^inst  an  aoa^ 
land.  An  invading  ^emy  might  reach  tk' 
within  two  or  three  days,  either  by  Ae  So^ 
harbor,  and,  after  aec<mi|wahing  histdjKi' 
find  his  retteat  secure.  ^ 
The  batterici  pnjaoted  for  New  Hira^ 
that  eity  againat  depndfttaou^  and  teeatt^ 
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of  refuge  in  (he  Sound  to  merchant  vessels  escaping 
from  privateers.  The  existing  batteries  are  too 
small  to  offer  any  resistance. 

The  forts  at  New  London  will  secure  to  the 
la^t  vessels  safe  and  excellent  anchorage  at  all 
seasons :  as  the  Thames  never  freezes,  they  pro- 
tect a  eood  station,  whence  oar  nav^  can,  at  all 
times,  keep  good  watch  over  the  coastmg  merchant 
veasela,  andl  especially,  over  the  navigation  of 
Long  Island  Sound. 

The  projected  defences  on  NarragansetBay  will 
deprive  an  enemy  of  the  possibility  of  occupying 
that  excellent  roadstead,  and  secure  it  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  possession  of  this  bay  will  be  to 
ns  of  inestimable  advantage.  It  is  the  only  one 
on  the  coast  which  vessels  can  enter  with  a  N.  W. 
wind,  and,  as  the  same  winds  serve  for  entering 
both  New  York  and  Boston  harbors  (N.  N.  W. 
to  S.  S,  W.  round  by  the  east)  while  Narraganset 
Bay  is  accessible  with  all  winds,  from  N.  w .  to 
E.  round  by  the  W. ;  it  follows,  that,  on  this 
part  of  the  coast,  vessels  may  be  certain  of  making 
a  harbor  with  every  wind  of  the  compass,  except 
the  fear  points  from  N.  W.  to  N.  N.  W.  Narra- 

Snset  Bay  and  Hampton  Roads  are  also  the  only 
rbors  from  Cape  HUtteras  to  Cape  Cod,  whien 
are  proper  for  naval  rendezrons.  This  bay  is  be- 
sides a  most  important  station  fm  protecting  the 
transit  of  vessels  from  the  Vineyud  into  Long 
Island  Souadv 

If  Narraganset  Bay  was  left  in  its  existing  state, 
as  to  defence,  an  enemy  woald  seize  it  without  dif- 
ficulty, and,  by  the  aid  of  bis  naval  supremacy, 
form  an  estaluisfament  in  Rhode  Island  for  the 
war.  For  this  purpose  it  would  be  sufficient  for 
him  to  occupy  the  position  of  Tiverton  heights, 
opposite  Howland's  Ferry,  which  is  of  narrow 
front,  easy  to  secure,  and  impossible  to  turn.  He 
might  then  defy  all  the  forces  of  the  Eastern  States ; 
drive  the  United  States  to  vast  expense  of  blood 
and  treasure ;  and  while  his  troops  would  thus  put 
in  alarm  and  motion  all  the  population  of  the 
£!ast,  feigned  expeditions  against  New  York,  by 
Long  Isumd  Sound,  would  equally  alarm  that 
State  and  the  neighboring  ones  ^  and,  if  he  merely 
contented  himswwith  menacing  the  coast,  it  is 
difficult  to  calculate  the  expenses  into  which  he 
-would  drive  the  (Government.  The  advantages 
which  the  United  States  will  derive  from  the  oc- 
cupation of  this  bay,  and  thoae  of  which  this  oc- 
cupation will  deprive  an  enemy,  seeca  to  us  of  in- 
finitelymore  importance  than  tbesum  of  $1,600,000, 
which  will  be  required  to  close  and  fortify  it  com- 
pletely. 

The  forts  projected  to  cover  Boston  will  have 
for  object  to  defend  the  channel  at  its  junction 
with  the  ocean,  to  cover  Nantasket  road  again&t 
an  attack  by  sea,  to  render  any  attempt  against 
the  naval  depot  and  arsenal  at  Charlestown  and 
the  ci^  of  Bostcm  impracticable,  and  to  secure  and 
facilitate  the  sailing  out  and  in  of  the  fleets  of  the 
United  States. 

The  works  projected  for  Plymouth,  Province- 
town,  and  Marblehead,  will  deprive  an  enemy  who 
might  attempt  to  blockade  Boston  of  important  an- 
ehoragei ;  and,  whilst  the  occopalion  of  these 
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points  will  render  a  blockade  of  that  port  almost  , 
impossible,  it  will  secure,  at  the  same  time,  a  re- 
fuge to  onr  own  vessels  which  may  be  prevented 
by  contrary  winds  from  entering  Boston  harbor. 
These  works  will  also  deprive  an  enemy  of  land- 
ing points  whence  he  might  march  upon  Boston 
and  Charlestown,  and  thus  secure  these  important 
positions  against  an  attack  by  land. 

The  worn  projected  at  Salem  protect  that  dty 
and  its  eommeree  from  the  depredation  of  a  hos- 
tile naval  force,  and  deprive  the  land  forces  of  an 
enemy  of  a  landing  place  whence  the  whole  coun- 
xry  might  be  alarmed,  and  the  naval  depot  of 
Charlestown  be  menaced. 

The  forts  projected  at  Portsmouth  and  Port- 
land secure  to  tne  Union  these  ports,  important 
both  to  the  commercial  and  naval  interests  of  the 
country ;  they  protect  the  sailing  in  and  oat  of  the 
ships  destined  to  guard  the  coasting  trade.  The 
defence  of  these  harbors  by  proper  torts  will  ena- 
ble the  Grovernment  to  form,  under  their  cover, 
victualling  and  repairing  establishments,  and  thus 
convert  these  harbors  into  ports  of  refuge  for  the 
navy. 

The  works  projected  at  the  mouths  of  the  Een- 
nebeek,  Sbeepscot,  and  Penobscot,  will  secure  the 
entrance  of  these  river^  protect  the  navy  statbnecl 
on  the  coast  to  guard  tne  coasting  trade,  and  aflbrd 
asylums  to  oar  privateers  and  merchant  vesseU 
when  chased,  and  safe  points  whence  the  jwiva- 
teers  can  keep  watch  upon,  and  act  against,  the 
commerce  of  an  enemy. 

The  forts  to  be  erected  for  the  defence  of  Mount 
Desert  Bay  will  deprive  an  enemy  of  an  important 
station  whence  he  might  menace  and  paralyze  all 
the  navigation  of  the  coast  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
and  by  which  be  would  shorten  the  line  of  hisop- 
eratioDs  against  that  of  the  coasts  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Massachusetts.  These  forts  will  secure 
to  the  United  States  a  position  from  which  will 
result  the  following  advantages : 

1st.  A  nearer  and  better  point  of  departure  for 
operations^  in  time  of  war,  ag^st  the  British  e»* 
tablishments  in  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Sco> 
tia,  and  a^inst  the  commerce  of  those  provinces. 

2i.  This  position  will  protect,  as  far  as  the  local 
circumstances  of  the  country  will  allow  it,  the 
Eastern  extremity  of  the  maritime  frontiers  of  the 
Union,  being  that  nearest  the  possessions  of  an- 
other Power. 

3d.  It  will  secure  a  port  of  reftige  for  our  Navy 
and  ^ivateers  in  the  vicinity  of  a  much  freqoaitea 
cruising  ground. 

From  this  rapid  sketch  we  may  deduce  the  ur- 
gent reasons,  and  the  almost  absolute  necessity, 
for  fortifying  each  of  the  points  designated.  Bat 
we  refer  to  the  reports  of  tne  commission  in  1818, 
1819,  1820,  and  1821,  for  ampler  information,  as 
well  as  to  give  exact  ideas  of  the  manner  in  which 
these  several  points  depend  upon  and  support  each 
other ;  of  their  mutual  relations  j  and,  in  short,  of 
all  the  naval  and  military  mopotiea  of  the  frcm- 
tier,  both  defensively  and  offensively  considered. 

To  give,  however,  an  idea  of  the  chain  of  rea- 
soning by  which  the  commission  directed  its  re- 
seardies,  and  which  governed  its  j^s,  we  iIuAl 
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ideet  one  of  the  pkinest  eaaa  of  all  those  which 
owne  under  its  consideration.  We  will  trace  for 
this  puriKMe  the  attack  and  defence  of  one  of  our 
nties  in  its  actual  state  of  defence,  and  then  on  the 
f^position  that  the  works  projected  by  the  com- 
Buasion  have  been  executed.  U  matters  not  where 
Mr  choice  falls,  for  unhappily  all  our  cities  are 
io  the  like  predicament  oi  total  insecurity ;  and. 
as  to  the  projected  works,  we  beliere  they  will 
place  erery  important  point  of  our  frontier  equally 
above  every  species  of  attack,  whether  bv  surprise 
or  by  force.  We  shall  select  Philadelphia,  be- 
cause its  attack  in  neither  case  involves  any  comr 
l^ication  in  the  movements  for  defence.  We  sup- 
pMe  an  enemy  to  have  arrived  at  Fort  Mifflin, 
within  a  very  few  hours  d  the  annunciation  of 
hu  aweatanee  off  the  capes.  His  sttaek  will  be 
iBBtuuy  made  by  one  or  other  of  th«e  methods : 

lat  He  will  transfer  die  troops  to  the  row  boats 
of  the  squadron,  and  pass  than  by  the  forts^  hu^ 
gittg  the  Jersey  shore,  while  the  fire  of  the  forts  is 
fl^^aged  by  an  attack  of  his  nomerous  heavy 
ships  and  bomb  vessels ;  land  just  below  the  citv ; 
seize  and  destroy  the  Schuylkill  brid^,  and  take 
position  north  of  the  city,  where  he  can  only  be 
assailed  io  front.  His  retreat  will  be  conducted 
like  his  advance. 

Sd.  He  may  land  upon  the  Pemuylvania  shore, 
and.  by  a  rapid  march,  seae  the  Scbuylkill 
bridges. 

So.  He  may  land  in  Jersey,  and  cannonade  the 
city  from  Camden;  covering  nis  incendiary  batte- 
ries with  his  troops. 

4th.  He  may  assault  the  forts  in  the  first  place, 
(and  he  wonld  hardly  fail  of  eapturio^  them,)  and 
there  will  remain  no  further  impedmient  to  his 
advance  upm  the  dty,  and  nothing  to  interropt 
Jus  retreat  from  it.  Aniving  suddenly  from  the 
ocean,  as  he  may,  with  an  armjr  of  20,000  mm,  an 
aUe  enemy  must  succeed  by  either  of  these  meth- 
ods, and  p«haps  by  others  more  complicated,  and 
his  retreat  can  be  effected  too  before  a  sufficient 
force  can  come  in  to  jeopardize  his  forces.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  an  enemy  ha?  so  nwny 
ptunts  of  attack  amongst  which  to  choose  on  the 
instant,  that  our  forces,  divided  upon  them  all,  can 
oiSer  but  a  digfat  resistance  at  the  particular  point 
he  may  prefer. 

We  wiU  now  sui^ose  the  lower  defences  com- 
pleted, and  an  enemy  snddmly  arrived  before 
them.  The  nnmeroas  and  weU-eovoed  artillery 
poaseased  by  these  vrorks,  and  covering  the  ob- 
structions which  it  is  proposed  to  fix  in  the  ehan- 
nel  during  a  war,  must  render  hopeless  every  at- 
tempt to  rorce  the  water  passage  to  Philadelphia, 
and  leave  him  only  the  chance  of  reaching  the 
city  by  land.  His  march  will  be  either  through 
Delaware  or  Jersey,  or,  by  dividing  his  forces, 
along  both  shores  of  the  river.  The  def«ice  must 
be  nearly  the  same  in  all  these  cases :  two  corps, 
one  in  Delaware  and  one  in  Jersey,  each  of  about 
2,000  men,  will  be  prepared  to  meet  bis  advance, 
under  cover  of  the  first  natural  obstacles.  Whether 
these  corps  continue  to  act  on  different  sides  of  the 
river^  or  unite,  which,  bavine  the  navigation  of 
th«  nver  seemed  to  them  by  the  forts  below,  they 


are  at  liberty  to  do,  will  depend  upu)  whtdei 
not  the  enemy  divides  his  forces.  Tbotnf 
will  have  improved  every  natural  admUgt'ih 
forehand,  by  tne  addition  of  field  voikLuriibr 
will  now  defend  them  vigorouslr.  Ererrdef* 
tton  thev  make  for  defmce,  wnedut  fn|uiii 
real,  will  oblige  corresponding  arrsogeaBus 
attack,  and  thus,  thougn  too  inferior  to isaioi 
at  any  one  point,  their  repeated  eflbn  pirn 
that  delay  which  is  finally  to  defeat  dtnesf^ 
design.  Considering  the  rapidity  withi^ibt 
their  command  of  the  river,  they  can  sa^kn- 
ments  to  strike  at  the  rear  of  the  encmy'i  c^  . 
considering  that  they  have  constnctedvff-c 
sUength  upon  positions natniallystnmg;thuBB 
have  desmiyed  the  bridges  and  obaaei  o 
roads;  considering  their  aapmotityoTerikr 
my  in  a  perfeet  knowledge  of  the  trntr-vt 
that  th^  ibrces  are  bouHy  angmntinr; 
not  doubt  that  the  march  which  wooUinte 
resistance,  bare  consumed  four  dtys,  v^  br  ii 
t«mded  to  six.  The  enemy,  arrivMitUitktf 
the  city,  will  find  all  means  of  conmiaBcc:: 
with  it  destroyed  or  removed,  and  if  ii  he  wr: 
now  too  late,  must  instantly  bq^in  b  rtn 
For,  should  he  attempt  the  cannratdevithii^ 
diary  batteries,  thev  can  hardly  besin  to  peer 
effect  before  he  will  be  surrounded  If  i^F'' 
numbered  forces.  The  tables  givetcoue:'- 
tionat  Philadelphia,  in  six  days,  of^99lK£ 
(See  report  of  1820.) 

From  the  genml  exposition  wkick  vt  y 
given,  it  will  be  seen  that  all  fiirtttcMiB'' 
jected  by  the  board  are  not  of  the  tamp^ 
necessity,  nor  of  like  importance;  thii»«** 
required  immediately,  and  that  the 
meat  of  others  may  be  delayed.  In  clr«v 
we  shall  observe,  that  the  works  of  tbem«3S 
necessity  are  those  which  arc  destistitit^ 
an  oiemy,  in  time  of  war,  £rom  fotoati' 
manent  establishment,  or  even  a  moaoKi* 
on  the  soil  of  the  Union  ;  those  which  licM  : 
great  naval  arsoials ;  and  those  which  pr^-'^ 
chief  commercial  cities. 

In  the  second  grade  we  will  place  tboKi^' 
defend  stations  for  our  navy,  and  eotar^ 
cities  of  secondary  importance,  whieb.  eH"'^ 
natural  or  artificial  defences,  existiag  vofb^ 
are  not  entirely  without  proteetioB,  aadcu*' 
uotil  the  chief  and 'more  importast  pflS' 
secured,  at  least  against  a  first  attest 

FinaUTf  in  the  third  elsBS,we  willing' 
works  which  will  complete  the  deftoanfl^ 
in  all  its  parts,  but  whose  conatmciioa  bbt.^ 
out  imminent  danger,  be  deferred  ssiilit'^ 
tier  has  received  all  the  successirr  ifp^. 
strength  which  the  gradual  crectin  d^' 
of  the  first  and  second  class  w^ll  give  toil 

The  table  A,  joined  to  this  repotU  ^ ' 
drawn  up  on  this  principle,  and  shom: 

1st.  That  the  works  to  be  erected  dcrr 
first  period,  will  cost  98,010,054 ;  will  nqf 
thousand  five  hundred  and  forty  meittta 
garrison  them  in  time  of  peaces  and  tirtar 
sand  three  hundred  and  five  in  case  of 

2d.  That  the  worb  of  the  second  cUa«' 
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$Aj  711,031^  will  reqaire  <»e  thousand  three  hun- 
dred men  at  moBt  togarrnoQ  than  in  peace,  and  eight 
thotuand  uz  hondred  and  fifteen  in  oase  of  siege. 

3d.  That  the  expense  of  the  wwks  belongiof  to 
the  third  chsswiU  amount  to  $5,073,970;  their 

fBrrisons,  in  time  of  peace,  to  one  thousand  ooe 
□ndred  and  twenty  men,  and,  in  case  of  a  ei^, 
to  nine  thoasand  and  forty-two  men. 

4tb.  That  the  total  expense  of  completely  for- 
tifying the  maritime  frontier,  will  amount  to 
917,795^035 ;  the  troopn  necessary  to  guard  these 
fortiflcatioQs  in  peace,  to  four  thousand  six  hon- 
dred  and  ninety  men  at  most,  and  thirty-seren 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  six-two  men  in  time 
of  war;  sopposing  them,  which  is  beyond  all  pro- 
bability, all  M«e^ed  at  once. 

The  time  reqmred  to  eonstiuet  these  works  must 
depend  enlirely  upon  4be  annual  apfronriations 
which  the  nation  may  gmnt  to  tlua  manca  of  the 
puUic  serrtee.  All  that  can  be  said  vpoa  this 
subject  is,  that,  in  an  widertaldng  of  sneh  vital 
tmportanoe  to  theaaf^y,  piOipciritf,and  greatness, 
of  the  Union,  th«e  should  not  be  an  instant's  re- 
laxation of  ei<Ht  and  pmevwraoe.  A  work  of 
aiich  roagDitttde  most,  with  erery  possible  efibrt, 
be  the  work  of  years;  but  each  year,  with  limited 
means,  will  prodaee  its  fruit,  and  the  final  resist 
is  to  endure  Tot  ages.  However  long  it  may  be 
before  sennble  effects  are  produced  the  result  will 
be  eeciftin ;  and,  should  no  danger  threaten  the  Re- 
public in  our  own  days,  future  generations  may 
owe  the  preserration  of  their  country  to  the  pre- 
caution of  tbeir  forefathers.  France  was  at  least 
fifty  years  in  completing  her  maritime  and  interior 
delences ;  but  France,  on  more  than  one  occasion 
since  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  has  been  saved  by 
the  fortifications  erected  by  his  sower,  and  by  the 
genius  of  Vanban.  However  dow  the  progrest 
of  this  system  may  be.  fiom  Uie  neeessit^  of  a 
sparing  application  of  tne  public  Aiads  to  this  pur- 
pose, it  is  essential  to  disburse  something  in  this 
way  each  year,  so  as  to  give  to  the  frontier  an  ao- 
Doal  kierease  of  strength.  We  must,  tbn'efore, 
insistupontheadrantageof  dividing  the  construc- 
tion of  works  into  several  periods,  according  to 
tbeir  more  or  less  immediate  uigency,  and  of  be- 
ginning them,  successively  in  that  order.  By  .these 
means  satisfactory  results  as  to  the  augmentation 
of  the  strength  of  the  frootin  will  be  obtained  as 
early  as  possible,  whilst,  if  we  were  to  b^in  them 
all  at  once,  we  should  be  a  great  while  without 
defence  upon  any  one  point. 

We  shM  now  enter  into  the  question  of  the  ex- 
pense of  erecting  these  forts,  aitd  garrisoning  them 
for  war,  and  compare  it  with  the  expense  of  de- 
fending the  eoast  in  its  proper  state.  To  rmder 
this  question  as  clear  as  possible,  we  shall  only 
examine  it  with  respect  to  New  Orleans,  Nor- 
folk, Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and 
Narraganset  bay- 

Supposing  that  an  enemy  had  concmtrated 
about  twenty  thousand  men  at  Halifax  or  Ber- 
oauda ;  the  United  States  must,  on  hearing  of  thin 
Torce,  at  once  prepare  to  receive  them  at  all  the 
[Mints  mentioned  above.  As  it  wiU  be  impossible 
io  foresee  on  which  of  these  points  the  first  Uow 


will  be  struck,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  troops 
encamped  at  eaehof  them^  and,  to  meet  an  attack 
with  a  force  at  least  nnmaieally  eooal  to  Aat  of  the 
assailant,  the  force  kept  constantly  under  arras  fai 
these  camps  must  be  at  least  equal  to  one  h^f  of 
the  hostile  expedition,  whilst  as  many  more  must 
be  kept  in  readiness,  and  within  call.  The  points 
are  so  immediately  accessiUe  in  some  cases,  and 
so  remote  from  succor  in  others,  that  after  the 
point  of  attack  is  known  by  the  appearance  of  the 
enemy  before  it,  there  wilt  ronain  no  time  for  re- 
inforcements to  arrive.  By  manceuveriog  in  front 
of  any  of  these  places,  he  will  induce  us  to  con- 
centrate our  forces  thete,  when^  suddenly,  prc^t- 
ing  of  a  favorable  breeze,  he  will  sail  to  anoth^, 
which  he  may  reach  in  a  few  hours  and  'Seize,  if 
a  force  is  not  stationed  there  likewise,  at  least 
equal -to  bis  own.  Neither,  in  such  a  case,  can 
rrinfore«n«tfs  be  directed  against  him  in  tinuL 
for  all  the  Ibrces  under  march  will  have  reeeivea 
a  direction  vpon  the  point  he  has  jmt  qwtted. 
Oor  whole  coast  will  tfaas,  a  single  expeditimi, 
be  kept  ui  alarm,  from  Lonbiana  to  Maine;  and, 
such  IS  the  extent  and  exposure  of  Uie  maritime 
frontier,  that  any  enemy  may  rain  us  by  a  -war  of 
mere  threatenings.  If  our  ctties  are  not  garrisra- 
ed,  they  will  wcome  his  prey  at  once ;  if  they 
are,  the  Treasury  will  be  gradually  emptied,  the 
credit  of  the  Oorernment  exhausted,  the  wearied 
and  starving  militia  will  desert  to  their  homes, 
and  nothing  can  avert  the  direful  consnnmation  of 
tribute,  pillage,  and  confiagration. 

The  tableB,  joined  to  this  report,  shows  that, 
to  be  in  readiness  on  every  vulnerable  point,  it 
will  be  .necessary  to  maintain  sixty-seven  thou- 
sand men  encamped  and  under  arms  at  the  six 
places  above  mentionedj  and  fifty-three  Uumaand 
ready  to  mareh,  and  within  call.  This  namber 
is  really  below  that  which  would  be  required ;  for 
these  points  being  exposed,  acceding  to  our  hypo- 
thesis, to  an  attack  from  twenty  thousand  r^lar 
and  disciplined  troops,  twmty  thousand  militia 
would  not  be  able  to  repel  them,  unless  aided  by 
entr«ichments,  requiring  a  time  to  perfect  them 
which  would  not  be  allowed  us,  and  invcdving 
expenses  which  we  have  not  comprised  in  our 
estimates.  Besides,  to  have  twenty  thousand 
men,  and  especially  new  levies,  under  arms,  it 
will  be  necessary,  considering  the  epidemics 
which  always  attack  such  troops,  to  carry  the 
formatioQ  of  this  corps  to  at  least  twenty^ve  thou- 
sand men.  The  State  of  Louisiana,  being  more 
remote  from  all  succor,  requires  a  larger  force 
wider  arms  than  the  otha  points ;  we  have  fixed 
this  fwee  at  seventeen  thousand,  considering  that 
the  State  might  furnish  three  thoasand  within  cttll. 

These  pranises  considered,  and  taking  in  all 
expenses,  1,000  r^nlar  troops,  including  officers, 
cost  9300,000  per  annum,  and  $1 50,000  lor  a  cam- 
paign of  six  months;  1,000  militia,  including  offi- 
cers, cost  9400,000  per  annum,  and  9SOO,000  in  m 
campaign  of  six  months,  or  $S00  per  man  for  six 
months. 

But  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  diseases 
which  infallibly  attack  men  unaccustomed  to  a 
miUtu7  life,  the  otpoise  of  hospitals  in  conae- 
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qocDCe,  the  frequent  moTraient  of  detachments 
hom  the  camp  to  their  homes,  and  from  the  inte- 
rior to  the  camp,  and  the  first  cost  in  camping 
utensils,  accoutrements,  Ac^  which  is  the  same 
for  a  cunpaign  of  six  months  as  for  a  year,  this 
expense  cannot  be  rated  at  less  than  $250  for  every 
muitiaman,  and  $250,000  for  every  1,000  men  for 
six  months. 

From  these  bases,  the  67,000  men  of  the  militia 
necessary  to  guard  the  above-mentioned  points,  in 
the  present  situation  of  our  maritime  frontier,  will 
OMt,  in  a  campaign  of  six  montfasj  916^760,000. 

In  strict  justice  we  should  add  to  this  expense, 
which  is  we  believe  greatly  undervalued,  amongst 
manjr  other  things  the  loss  of  time,  and  the  inter- 
Tuption  of  the  labor  of  the  citizens  who  have  left 
their  business  to  assume  arms  for  their  defmce. 
This  is  a  real  loss  to  the  nation^  and  a  heavy  tax 
on  individuals.  And  while  reflecting  on  the  dread- 
ful mortality  which  rages  in  the  camps  of  men 
unaccttstomed  to  the  fatigues  and  privations  of  a 
military  life,  we  cannot  help  remarlung  how  much 
greater  the  loss  of  a  citizen  is  than  of  a  soldier. 

The  latter  is  generally  an  isolated  being ;  he  has 
prepared  the  sacrifice  of  his  life  by  entering  the 
Army ;  it  is  the  peculiar  and  constant  duty  of  his 
profession.  The  former  is  a  man  of  business — the 
lather  of  a  family — and  his  loss  involves  with  it  a 
lante  circle  of  domestic  sorrow  and  suffering. 

The  total  expense  of  constructing  the  works  at 
New  Orleans,  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
N^  York,  and  Narrannset  bay,  will  amount  to 
811)147,695,  (see  table  B,  and  the  reports  presented 
m  1818, 1819,  1820.)    Their  garrisons  might  con- 
UBt  of  the  same  number  of  regular  troops  in  time 
of  war  as  in  time  of  peace:  and  the  remainder 
might  be  furnished  by  the  militia  held  in  readiness 
to  throw  themselves  into  the  forts  on  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  an  enemy.   By  these  means.  2,720 
r^olars  and  21,000  militia,  either  in  the  forts  or 
in  small  corps  upon  advao^eoos  positions,  mak- 
ing 23,720  men,  would  suffice  after  the  erection  of 
these  works,  and  36,280  might  be  kept  in  readiness 
to  march  when  called  upon.  We  should  have  kept 
only  23,720  to  pay  and  support,  instead  of  67,000 ; 
and  the  expense  would  be  $5,658,000,  instead  of 
816,750,000.    The  difference,  $11,092,000.  being 
■bout  equal  to  the  expense  of  the  forts— it  loUcnra 
that  the  cost  of  their  erection  will  be  compensated 
ly  the  saving  they  make  in  a  single  campaign  of 
BIX  months.  It  is  proper  to  add,  that  ihougli  the 
expense  of  these  woru  be  great,  that  expense  is 
never  to  he  renewed ;  while  with  troops,  on  the 
contrary,  the  expmse  is  annually  repeated,  if  not 
increased,  until  the  end  of  the  war.   Besides,  the 
disbursements  for  fortifications  are  made  in  time 
of  peace,  slowly,  and  to  an  extent  exactly  corre- 
pondent  with  the  financial  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. Annies,  however,  are  most  wanted,  and  must 
be  paid  in  periods  of  great  emergency,  when  the 
ordinary  sources  of  revenue  are  dried  up,  and  when 
the  Treasury  can  only  be  kept  supplied  by  a  resort 
to  means  the  most  disagreeable  to,  and  the  most 
burdensome  upoiK  the  people. 

The  deCenee  of  our  maritime  frontier  by  iienna- 
nent  fortificatiotts,  and  even  the  expense  «  enct* 


ing  these  fortifications,  will  thns  be  i  ml  h 
j  tositive  economy.  The  points  of  attack  heattt 
duced  to  a  few,  instead  of  awaiting  sn  inui  n 
every  point,  and  holding  ourselves  erayrbEni 
readmess  to  repel  it,  we  shall  fence  an  ohsit  i 
direct  his  efforts  against  these  few  KHBb,ni 
which  we  shall  be  well  acquainted  wicdiui 
and  which  we  shall  have  disposed  to  wiibatjil 
his  attempts.  There  is  no  doubt  but  thltHlIiei^ 
cumstances  will  render  an  enemy  moKkuwii 
in  risking  his  expeditions,  and  thatTe^M 
only  therefore  be  be««  able  to  resist  imkU 
that  we  shaU  also  be  less  frequmtly  iDaKdi& 
invasion. 

Some  prominent  military  writers  htnanni 

the  principle  of  fortifying  an  extensiTeluifra- 
tier ;  but  no  military  or  political  writer  bs  nt 
disputed  the  necessity  of  lortifyinf^  a  BunDmtfn- 
tier.   The  practice  of  every  nation,  uciai  ai 
modem,  has  been  the  same  in  this  nsuA,  0:k 
land  frontier,  a  good,  experienced,  and  dsokk 
infantry,  may  dispense  with  permanent  Ibida- 
tions,  although  they  would  prove  excdloiiui^ 
aries  and  supports  when  properly  disposed  a 
organized;  but  though  disciplined  troop cu. it 
orously  speaking,  witoout  their  aid,  eojaaip 
tect  a  frontier,  undisciplined  troops  nerer  cn.  (t 
a  maritime  frontier  the  caise  is  toall;  di&n^ 
Troops  cannot  supply  the  i^aee  of  tkesbnftt 
teries  which  are  disposea  alwg  the 
[Aaces.  The  uncertainty  of  the  pdnt 
enemy  may  direct  his  attack,  the  SQdd(uar<= 
which  he  may  reach  it,  and  the  powerfils' 
which  he  can  concentrate  at  a  distance  oai* 
reach  and  knowledge,  or  suddenly,  and  vkk? 
moment  of  attack,  are  reasons  for  erectiiii|i^ 
on  every  exposed  point,  which  mayftpit;^- 
tack,  or  retard  it  until  reinforcemeDtt  cuC- 
or  the  means  of  resistance  be  properijr  oqa^ 
By  land  we  are  acquainted  with  the  iiioiiiisi|>' 
enemy,  with  the  movements  and  direetioisdi: 
columns;  we  know  the  roads  by  vliiclibctf 
pass;  but  the  ocean  is  a  vast  plam  wii^u'^. 
cles;  there  his  movements  are  performtd'- 
our  sight  and  knowledge,  and  we  cu  ^^f"^ 
intelligence  of  his  approach,  until  he 
arrived  within  the  range  of  Uieeye.  lia*^ 
the  vulnerable  points  of  a  aeacoait  fnaiiai"^ 
to  their  fate,  if  they  are  not  covered  Wpc*^ 
fortifications;  and  thdr  only  chance  aaSetoi 
then  depend  upon  the  issue  of  a  bttde.  il"' 
uncertain,  even  when  r^ularand  w^i^s^ff 
troops,  inured  to  danger,  have  been  tssmvi^ 
forehand,  and  have  made  all  possible  p^n^ 
for  the  combat  , 
If  we  overlook  for  a  moment  the  maof  pe^ ' 
the  maritime  frontier,  which  the  enemy  nu^^ 
vade  with  the  most  serious  conseqaenctf  ^  * 
United  States ;  if  we  suppose  that  tbm  o^' 
object  on  that  frontier  worth  the  troable  ' 
pense  of  a  great  expedition ;  these  fottdo^' 
will  even  yet  be  hignly  necessary.  Fock- 
have  one  great  object  to  attain — thesecoritf' 
Navy:  this  cannot  be  protected  witbooi 
tions,  es|ncially  in  strugglins  with  an 
snperiw  in  numbers,  aM  j^raoi  of  asir^ 
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OQ  which  may  ultimately  depend  his  political  im- 
portance. A  narr  can  neither  be  augmented  nor 
secured  without  fortifications ;  nor  can  it  enjoy, 
without  them,  the  adrantages  which  the  localities 
of  Uie  frontier  might  otherwise  nfibrd :  accidents 
may  and  most  happen  to  it,  and  it  is  only  in  closed 
and  fortified  harbors  that  it  can  rq»ir  the  losses 
and  disasters  of  8  course  of  war;  and  from  them, 
when  refitted  and  refreshed,  recommence  its  opera- 
tions. England  herself,  notwitbstanding  the  great 
naval  superiority  which  she  possesses  at  this  mo- 
ment orer  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  the  excellent 
organization  of  her  militia,  strengthens  and  aug- 
ments the  fortifications  of  oer  frontier  erery  day : 
sad  DO  nation  of  Europe,  France  excepted,  pos- 
Ksses  a  stronger  and  more  complete  system  of  per- 
Dainent  defences  along  its  coast 

Lastly,  the  defensire  system  of  our  seacoast  by 
)e  rmanent  fortifications  being  completed,  and  the 
Jmion  being  protected  against  all  aanger  of  inra- 
ioa  from  that  quarter,  she  can  direct  all  her  re- 
owrces  towards  her  narr.  Her  national  quarrels 
rill  then  all  be  decided  upon  the  ocean,  and  no 
DBger  Ufon  ber  owa  territory :  her  wars  will  all 
le  maritime,  a  species  of  warfare  in  anisoa  with 
h<  institutions  of  the  country,  lest  costly  in  men 
ukd  money ;  and  which,  by  keeping  off  all  aggres- 
ioDs  from  her  own  territory,  wilt  preserre  un- 
ouched  her  industry,  her  agriculture,  her  financial 
esoorces.  and  all  the  other  means  of  supporting  a 
ust  and  honorable  war. 

As  for  the  ^rrisons  which  these  forts  will  re- 
[uire  in  time  of  war,  a  small  portion  of  them,  equal 
n  number  to  the  garrisons  necessary  in  time  of 
)eace,  may  be  composed  of  regular  troops :  the  sur- 
ilus  of  militia  practised  to  the  manoeurres  of  artil- 
ery ;  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  troops  required  for 
he  defence  and  service  of  these  great  coast  batte- 
ies  should  be  composed  of  artillery. 

To  this  end,  every  State  mieht  organize  a  num- 
}er  of  bat^ions  of  militia  artillery  proportioned  to 
.he  exigencies  and  armament  of  the  forts  upon  its 
;oast,  or  within  the  sphere  of  activity  of  its  mili- 
ary force.  These  battalions  should  oe  within  call 
tf  the  forts,  as  long  as  no  invading  expedition  is 
innounced ;  but,  as  soon  as  srane  operation  of  an 
memy  should  menace  the  frontier,  they  should 
hrow  themselves  into  the  forts,  and  remain  there 
s  long  as  tbeprecise  point  of  attack  should  remain 
iDcertain.  The  system  of  defence  for  the  coast 
ras  established  in  France,  where  it  succeeded  verv 
veil :  it  apjpears  to  us  to  harmonize  as  well  with 
he  institutions  and  spirit  of  the  country^  as  with 
he  principle  of  economy  which  should  direct  and 
:oTern  all  the  expenses  of  the  Government. 

la  the  present  report,  we  have  taken  no  account 
f  the  interior  ana  land  frontiers  of  the  Union : 
hey  hare  not  yet  been  sufficiently  reconnoitred 
3  enable  us  to  give  an  exact  idea  of  the  system  of 
efensive  works  which  they  may  require.  AU  that 
re  can  say,  by  anticipation,  i^  that  from  their  gen- 
ral  topographical  feattues,  these  frontiers  can  be 
overed  at  a  very  nmdecate  expense  by  such  a  de- 
snsive  system,  that  no  enemy  will  be  able  to  in- 
ade  them  witnout  exposing  himself  to  disasters 
Imost  inevitable;  and  that  toe  armies  of  the  Uni- 


ted States,  supposing  all  her  warlike  preparations 
well  organized  beforehand,  wiU  be  enabled,  at  the 
very  opening  of  the  first  campaign,  to  carry  the 
theatre  of  war  beyond  ber  own  territory. 

If  to  our  goneral  avstem  of  permanent  fortifica- 
tions and  naval  estauishments  we  connect  a  sys- 
tem of  interior  commuBicaticnis  by  land  and  water, 
adapted  both  to  the  defence  and  to  the  commerdai 
interests  of  the  country,  if  to  these  we  add  a  wdl- 
constituted  regular  army,  and  perfect  organization 
of  our  militia,  the  Union  will  not  only  com^et^y 
secure  its  territory,  but  preserve  its  national  insti- 
tutions from  those  violent  shocks  and  rerolutkHU, 
which,  in  every  age  and  every  nation,  have  been 
too  often  incident  to  a  state  of  war. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

[Signed  by  Br^.  Qea.  Bbbnaro,  J.  D.  Eluott, 
Capt  U.  8.  n.,  ^D.  ToTTBN,  Bt.  Lieut  CoL] 


Division  of  the  proposed  fortifications  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  maritime  frontiers  of  the  Union  in 
three  classes,  according  to  the  urgency  of  tlMiz 
construction ;  exhibiting  the  strength  of  their  n- 
quired  garrisons  in  time  of  peace  and  in  time  of 
war,  and  the  expense  of  erecting  them. 

FiBST  CSASS. 

7b  be  eruUd  during  i&e  firvt  perud. 


DtflievATioic  or  roBTS. 


Lt  Louitiana. 
Fort  8L  Philip  - 
Fort  St  Plaqaeminei  - 
Fort  at  Chef  Menteur  - 
Fort  St  RigoleU  - 
Fort  at  Bayou  Bienvsnue  - 


it  Virginia. 
Fort  at  Old  Point  Comfort 
Fort  at  the  Kip  Raps  • 


bi  Penntjflvttnia. 
Fort  at  the  Pea  Patch  Island 

hi  New  York. 
Fort  at  New  Utiedt  Pmnt  - 
Fort  at  Tompkiua'  Point 
Fort  at  Wilkin's  Point 
Fort  at  Tbrog's  Point  - 


In  Rhode  btand. 
Fort  at  Brcmton's  Point 
Fort  at  DnmpUng's  Pmnt  - 
Fort  at  Rote  Island  - 
Djke  on  the  N.  W.  paasago 
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400  1,839,009 
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679,946 
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306.000 


4301,697,638 
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■BHtfATIMr  Of  roxTt. 


Fort  w  ilw  oliiaBfll  of  BMb» 
liHboi*  - 

Jb  JWmilaiHMUre. 
Fort  at  Fortmmth*  - 


ToUl 


Gviiwiu. 


tfiOO 


1^ 
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lOOj 


8 

•I 

M 

H 


1 ,000,000 
fiOOiOOO 


SscovD  Ckam. 


Fort  al  Duphfai  Uud 


A  Georgia. 
Fort  tt  SaTtnaah* 

Jn  'Stwtt  Coro^ma. 
Fort  at  CtlariMtoa'  - 

^  JVirf  A  Carolam. 
Fort  at  SmklinUe* 
Fort  at  Baaolbit^ 


Jn  Maryland. 
Fmt  at  SooHn*!  Pi^t 
Fort  at  HawkiM'o 


in  Fmnnhama. 
BlNiriM  MipOiitB  to  tha  Pea 
TilKk  bland  Fort  - 
in  Cmnfdfeuf. 
P«Ti  Bkle  - 
FortWooitor  - 


In  Matacktuettt^ 
Port  at  MaiMehaad*  • 
FMatSklott*  - 


jh  Jfiifne. 
Fort  at  Portland* 
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Thibd  Class. 
To  be  erecUd  during  the  third  period. 


A  XoutnssMa 

Fort  at  Gnodo  Toaro  - 
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Tbiu  CiMo-'  Cmtbuwd. 


noioKATioir  ov  roarn. 


In  Oeorria. 
Port  at  St.  lbKf%  Bnar* 
In  Soutk  CanUnm. 
Fort  at  Boaolert* 
Fort  at  OaiHCatom*  - 


In  IdaryUmd. 
Fort  at  St.  Han's 
Fort  at  Aanapcrik* 

hi  New  York. 
Fort  on  the  Middle  GntKid 
Fort  on  the  East  Bank 

In  Vonntetieut. 
Fort  TramboU  - 
Fort  Oriaw^  • 


M  Mauaekviette. 
Batt«i7  at  PlTBwath*  • 
Bottaij  at  PTOvinBOlowD* 

M  Maine. 
Fort  on  the  Kennebeck* 
Fort  on  Wiscaaset' 
Fort  Ml  Pianobscot*  - 
Fort  at  M.  Desert  Baj* 
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ENaiNBBB  Dkpabtmbht, 

FUbnarjf  10, 1821. 
Sib:  So  much  of  the  informatioQ,  required  by 
the  resolution  of  the  Hotise  of  Repraentatives  of 
jesterc^y's  date,  as  is  contained  in  the  following 
sentence,  "the  progress  made  in  erecting  the  for- 
t^eations,"  wiU  be  foimd  in  the  followmg  extract 
iirom  a  report  on  the  same  subject,  made  on  the 
Oih  ultimo  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  of  Waytt 
and  Means. 

EXTBACT. 

Fbrt  Ddawtre  is  about  fire-siztbs  finished,  and 
will  be  c(Hnjdeted  in  the  course  of  this  year. 

Fbrt  Wami)^t<m  is  still  further  advanced,  and 
will  be  finished  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
Summer. 

Rrt  JUonriM  has  progressed  two-fifths  towards 
com^etion.  Its  appearance  would  not  indicate 
that  state  of  advancement,  and  yet  the  operations 
ao  fariiare  been  advantageously  conducted.  The 
reason  is,  that  in  this  work,  as  in  all  works  of 
magnitude,  the  operations  have  been  mostly  con- 
fin«l  to  the  collection  of  materials,  depositing  them 
in  the  [daces  where  they  wUl  be  used,  and  matur- 
ing arrangements  preparatory  to  the  commence- 
ment of  constructions,  and  therefore  make  no  show. 
The  constructions  of  masonry  were  commenced 
last  Summer ;  in  the  course  of  which  was  com- 
ideted  a  casemated  work  capable  of  presenting  to 
the  channel  of  entrance  a  battery  of  forty  32- 
pounders.  The  masonry  in  future,  reason  of 
the  preparations  above  stated,  in  which  are  in- 
cluded immense  excavations,  part  of  them  applied 
to  the  opening  of  a  canal  foUowing  the  course  of 
a  ditch  around  the  work,  having  locks,  dec,  from 
the  use  of  which  great  facilities  and  economy  in 
tnuinwrtation  of  matoials,  dbc.,  may  be  expected, 
will  be  carried  on  with  rapidity.  The  fort  will  be 
COTOfdeted  in  five  years. 

Fort  CaOunm  has  received  one  half  of  the  stone 
intended  for  the  formation  of  the  breakwater,  or 
that  part  of  its  foundation  to  be  below  the  surface 
of  the  water ;  the  remainder  will  be  deposited  in 
the  course  of  next  year,  after  which  it  sliould  be 
permitted  to  settle  during  one  or  two  years  before 
the  superstructure  be  commenced,  the  completion 
of  which  will  occupy  three  years  more. 

The  fort  on  Mobile  Point  exhibits  but  little  ad- 
Tancement.  The  im[M«eticabUity  of  procuring  the 
n^isite  mataiab  m  purduts^  oUiged  the  con- 
tnetor  to  fabricate  them,  and  the  means  by  which 
even  that  could  be  effected  were  difficult  of  attain- 
ment, in  some  instances  it  having  become  neces- 
aary  to  create  them.  Under  such  embarrassments 
moeh  delay  was  unavoidaUe;  nevertheless,  exten- 
sive arrangements  for  the  preparation  and  trans- 
portation of  materials  have  been  matured.  Ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  this  fort 
should  be  completed  on  or  before  the  1st  of  next 
July,  but  the  difficulties  above  stated  will  no  doubt 
protract  the  completion  to  at  least  two  years  be- 
ycmd  that  period. 

The  fort  on  Dauphin  Island,  although  in  all  re- 
qieets  situated  similarly  to  that  on  Mobile  Point, 
is  in  better  condition.  The  period  limited  in  the 


contract  for  its  com|deti(m  will  expire  mi  the  in 
December  next,  but  the  fort  will  not  be  finiiM 
until  some  time  in  the  following  year. 

The  fort  on  the  Rigolets  Pass,  uoder  eimm- 
stances  not  materially  oifiioriae  from  those  statti 
in  reference  to  the  two  works  last  aotical,bs 
been  more  successfully  managed  than  eitbs  d 
them.  The  contract  will  expire  on  the  IsiSe- 
cember  next,  and  the  work  will  probably  be  ton- 
pleted  within  that  time,  or  shortly  after. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W;  K.  ARMISTEAD, 

Cobmd  Eigim. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun, 

Secrttaty  of  War. 


APPLICATION  TO  ABOLISH  FBirATIEt 
INO  IN  TIME  OF  WAB. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Jcnauy  SG.  IBll] 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  R^mtaOatita  <^  tb 
United  StcOee  in  Congrm  onmURi,  tit  nAr- 
tigned  iniuAitanta  of  the  l^ate  of  MaiedakBin- 
epectfuSy  represeat : 

That,  in  common  with  many  of  theii  fellor- 
citizens  in  difierent  parts  of  the  United  SaiK 
they  consider  it  due  to  natural  justice,  induik 
honor  of  Christian  nations,  that  the  captiiriB^cf 
private  property  should  no  longer  be  tatbonBi 
by  the  laws  of  maritime  warfare.  Many  pneotB 
once  allowed  in  war  hare  disappeared,  ueiTiiii- 
tion  and  Christianity  have  advanced;  uuow^ 
nign  spirit  calls  for  this  farther  reform. 
to  oe  tne  design  and  scope  oS  the  modem  i^'^''' 
war  to  exempt,  as  far  as  possible,  fromilK^ 
of  hostilities,  all  persons  who  bear  no  TcJnstv! 
part  in  the  contest.  On  the  land,  paUic 
loan  alone  become  a  prize  to  the  conqu^i'  "^^ 
common  consent  of  nations  has  attichedaiRf 
disgrace  to  the  plunder  of  an  unresisting  fot  1^ 
the  sea,  too,  certain  trades  deemed  necessurti' 
human  subsistence  are  privileged  from  capiii^ 
Why  should  not  the  same  immunities  beeiWN 
to  aU  ships  encaged  in  carrying  on  the  conuBEKt 
of  nations^  witkout  agency  in  the  wail 

There  is  a  striking  inconsistency l*f*T 
usages  of  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  sea-  G<»" 
landed  and  stored  are  preserved  to  ^  on^. 
while  those  which  ronain  on  shipboard,  ttiDi¥i| 
perhaps,a  part  of  the  same  cargo,  are  seized  i» 
confiscated.  To  rifle  shops  anddwdlmg-t^ 
in  a  captured  city,  would  excite  a  graoal  distp^ 
probation;  but  It  is  otherwise  when  the  aim 
wealth  is  intercepted  in  its  passage  over  iheoew 
Why  the  same  acts  which  on  laud  are  proDOtuc^ 
disgraceful  should  on  the  sea  escape  repitwi' 
would  be  difficult  to  explain. 

In  exempting  commercial  property  from 
ture,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  tuthom^' 
direct  commercial  intercourse  between 
erent  Powers ;  this  may  j)erhapS(  be  incooi** 
with  a  state  of  war.   With  this  excqitioiL' 
entire  neutrality  of  trade  would  be  &r  n»R 
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icial  to  the  parties,  and  to  the  world,  than  a  mu- 
:uai  exposure  to  attack  and  capture.  Commerce 
X  the  interest  of  the  world;  it  connects  distant  re- 
jrioDs,  multiplies  and  distributes  the  fruits  of  every 
ilimate,  and  makes  ererj  countrjr  a  sharer  in  the 
latural,  intellectual,  and  moral  wealth  of  all 
}thers.  To  facilitate  commercial  intercourse,  and 
nultiplr  the  incitements  to  indostrf,  should  be  the 
Irish  of  all  nations.  Confine  any  considerable 
lart  of  the  world  to  the  consumption  of  its  own 
>rodttcts  within  itself,  and  you  diminish  the  re- 
toorces  of  all  the  other  parts.  Every  cause,  there- 
'ore,  which  embarrasses  and  restricts  commerce, 
>perates  unfavorably  to  the  progress  and  welfare 
>i  the  human  race. 

And  what  are  the  effects  of  maritime  war,  as  it 
5  now  carried  on,  upon  commerce?  Are  they 
lot  to  render  trade  unsettled  and  insecure;  to  de- 
troy  confidence  and  credit ;  to  build  up  the  foi^ 
unes  of  some,  and  to  ruin  others,  with  equal  sud- 
lenness;  to  involve  the  rich  in  bankruptcy  by 
inforeseen  misformae,  and  to  load  the  adventurer, 
rho  hazards  nothing,  with  a  wealth  which  he 
an  only  abuse?  it^caltare  is  depressed  and 
liscoara^ed;  idleness  is  forced  upon  many  who 
vouid  willingly  be  employed  in  useful  labor,  and 
he  sufierings  of  war  are  increased  without  any 
ipporoit  boiefit.  But  your  memorialists  forbear 
o  insist  on  the  advantages  which  would  arise 

0  commerce  from  the  abolition  of  this  practice. 
The  measure  is  recommended  by  other  and  more 
towerful  reasons.    They  believe  that  they  speak 

1  language  justified  by  past  and  recent  experience, 
vhen  they  say  that  the  custom  of  making  prize  of 
trivate  property  at  sea  has  been  a  source  of  great 
aoral  depravation,  and  of  individual  sufiering, 
he  measure  and  extent  of  which,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  calculate.  The  habit  of  i>reying  on  the 
ossessions  of  others,  and  of  growing  rich  by  a 
'iolent  appropriation  of  their  wealth,  can  haraly 
ail  to  engender,  in  those  who  are  engagjed  in  this 
tursuit,  a  rapacious  and  avaricious  spirit,  eager 
or  riches,  and  little  solicitous  about  the  means  by 
Yhich  they  are  acquired ;  n^Iigent  of  .others' 
-ights^  and  ready  to  raise  a  specious  pretext  for 
uvadmg  them.  This  spirit  will  continue  when 
he  war  has  ceased;  and  there  is  too  much  reason 
o  fear  that  those  who  have  plundered  under  the 
ianction  of  the  laws,  may  continue  to  plunder  in 
lefiauce  of  their  proaibitions. 

In  the  Navy,  perhaps,  the  character  and  educa- 
ion  of  the  officers,  and  the  elevated,  generous 
'eeliugs  they  regard  as  the  ornaments  of  tneir  pro- 
*ession,  may,  in  a  good  degree,  secure  them  from 
he  dominion  of  a  sordid  avarice^  bat  seamen, 
vith  no  better  means  of  instruction  than  they 
irdinaiily  enjoy,  are  exposed  to  these  bad  influ- 
ioces,  on  board  of  public,  as  well  as  private,  ships, 
rhey  are  not  used  to  nice  and  accurate  ustinc- 
ioia.  Once  taught  to  acquire  by  violencej  there 
s  danger  of  employing  the  same  means,  with  lit- 
le  reluctance,  whenever  it  can  be  done  under  the  ' 
solor,  however  fallacious,  of  a  lawful  authority, 
[t  is  true,  that  the  practice  of  jn'ivateering  is  far 
nore  pernicious  than  the  predatory  warfare  car- 
led  on  by  public  ships.  The  private  cruiser  has  no 


motive  but  the  thirst  of  gain.  He  may  indirectly 
contribute  to  the  succets  of  the  war.  but  this  is  not 
his  principal  object.  With  public  snips,  the  taking 
of  commercial  ships  is  but  accessory ;  with  private 
cruisers  it  is  the  moving  cause  and  chief  design  of 
the  enterprise.  Your  memOTialista,  therefore,  ad< 
mit  that,  though  they  ore  unable  to  distinguish, 
in  principle,  between  captures  by  public  and  [vi- 
vate  ships  of  war,  it  is  from  the  latter  the^  apprfr- 
hend  the  most  serious  and  extensive  mischieb. 
They  deem  the  abolition  of  all  captures  of  com- 
mercial property  desirable,  and  they  fear,  that  to 
take  away  privateering  alone,  would  leave  much 
of  the  evil  incurred;  but  even  were  the  measure 
thus  limited,  they  believe  that  an  additional  pro- 
vision, that  all  captures  by  public  ships  should  be 
for  public  use,  much  would  be  gained  to  humanity 
and  peace. 

Your  memorialists  feel,  and  gladly  acknowl- 
edge, that  the  legal  sanction  given  to  privateering 
has  concealed  from  multitudes  its  real  and  detes- 
table nature}  and  that  this,  like  other  barfaoroiu 
customs,  has  bem  followed  oy  men  who  have  re> 
spec  ted  the  general  and  imdottbted  {Minciples  of 
humanity.  But  they  conceive  that  the  time  t£ 
this  IgDorance  is  past.  Christianity  and  civiliza- 
tion mve  advani»d  too  far  to  leave  any  who  rev- 
erence moral  distinctions  blind  to  theguilt  of  this 
flagrant  violation  of  social  doty.  The  voice  of 
religion  and  humanity  has  gone  forth  distinctly, 
and  leaves,  without  excuses,  the  man  who  prowls 
the  ocean  to  plunder  unonending  strangers,  to 
prey  upon  the  w«^,  to  grow  rich  on  the  spoils  of 
those  who  are  following  a  useful  and  honorable 
trade,  to  shed  blood  for  no  other  ends  than  private 
gain.  That  men  calling  themselves  Christians, 
and  civilized,  should  ever liave  justified  themselves 
in  a  practice  so  akin  to  robbery  and  murder,  and 
should  have  held,  without  lemorse,  what  they  had 
extorted  from  an  innocent  fellow  beiiig  with  the 
sword,  is  indeed  wonderful.  But  the  darkness  is 
gone,  and  the  plundwer  on  the  ocean,  howevor 
sheltered  from  ptmishment  by  law,  cannot  escape 
the  reproaches  all  the  friends  of  public  and 
private  rirttie. 

If  war  cannot  be  abolished,  your  memorialuts 
desire  that  its  evils  may,  as  far  as  possible,  be  miti- 
gated ;  and  they  rejoice  at  the  general  recc^ition 
of  the  principle,  that  a  nation  u  bound  to  abstain 
from  inflicting  any  evils  on  its  enemy,  except  such 
as  is  necessary  to  the  assertion  of  its  just  claims. 
That  this  humane  principle  may  be  more  and 
more  infused  into  national  hostilities,  it  is  of  great 
and  obvious  importance  that  private  passions,  and 
the  selfishness  of  individuals,  should  be  enlisted  as 
little  as  possible  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  that 
its  inevitaUe  snflferinffs  should  be  inflicted  by  pub- 
lic instruments  for  puuic  ends. 

Yomr  memorialists  conceive,  that  the  peculiar 
facilities  for  privateeriiig  afforded  by  our  maritime 
situation  and  habits,  wul  give  weignt  to  whatever 
'  eflbrts  our  Qovemment  mar  an|4oy  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  practice  and  thot,  at  the  same  time, 
they  impose  on  us  a  peculiar  obligation  to  resist  it 
The  fact  that,  in  the  event  of  war,  privateering 
will  be  the  resource  of  multitudes  of  otu  citizuis, 
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oDgfat  to  aterm  us.  Wc  ar^  psrhapi^  more  than 
aay  otber  people  exposed  to  depravation  of  raan- 
DCTi  from  this  source ;  aod  a  worse  evil  caanot 
menace  a  commanitjr.  Good  morals  are  the 
strnigth  of  a  State,  esjMcialljr  of  a  free  one ;  and 
jralicy  joins  with  princij;)le  in  denouDcing  a  prac- 
tice which  wbeta  Uie  thmt  for  piUage,  aad  weak- 
ens the  obligattwis  oi  kumaaky  in  toe  mass  of 
thepeople. 

The  experirace  of  the  present  moment  gives 
great  force  to  the  arguments  against  the  osage  of 
subjecting  to  capture  private  property  on  theooean: 
for  we  see  how  easily  and  naturaily  it  becomes  a 
cover  for  raracy  and  uoauthorinea  d^redation. 
We  learn  from  the  dreadful  abuses  to  which  this 
practice  is  liable,  and  which  cannot  be  separated 
from  it,  that  property  at  sea  shouU  ever  fee  made 
more  sacred,  and  be  guarded  by  more  rigid  laws, 
tluui  on  land.  W«  say  notbi^  of  the  sDSerings 
of  tbe  present  moment  from  tlM  capture  and  de- 
structioa  of  neutml  ships.  The  injury  to  com- 
merce and  to  society,  from  the  depravation  of  sea- 
men,  is  a  wider  aad  more  lastinff  evil.  The  con- 
fidenee  once  placed  in  that  useful  class  of  men  is 
sbakcQ,  and  with  it  the  intercourse  of  nations,  and 
the  security  of  property  at  htmie  are  impaired. 

The  time  has  been  when  an  amdicatiea  like  the 

{iresent  to  a  Government  would  have  been  hope- 
ess;  when  the  civil  pevrer  was  the  last  tesoorce 
for  the  firiends  of  homanity.  But  we  trust  that 
we  live  in  beuer  and  brighter  times,  when  Govern- 
mentj  instead  of  beipg  a  mwopoly  for  the  few,  is 
iMarded  as  a  provision  ibr  the  general  good ;  and 
wh«  thirt  gnatcat  of  all  polltieal  tmths  begins  to 
be  felt,  that  (he  intenals  vS  each  cimntry  are  bound 
up  with  the  geotnal  mteresta  of  bBmanity,  and 
that  each  country  owes  a  debt  to  the  world.  A 
rolar  i»  no  longM  coMtdered  ae  false  to  his  own 
eowitty  when  he  seeks  its  prosperity  in  connexion 
wilb  Oke  progress  and  welfare  ot  the  race,  and 
may  be  honored  as  a  pobriotj  without  ceasing  to  be 
a  man.  We  earneetly  desire  that  obi  Cravem- 
ment,  founded  as  it  is  on  the  Irnnd  principle  of 
the  equal  rights  of  men,  may  lay  an  eariv  claim  to 
what  will  hereafter  be  esteemed  the  lugbest  glory 
of  a-  country— 4hat  of  having  intioduced  into  the 
tntwcourse  of  nations  ihoee  priaciplee  of  equity 
and  humanity  which  are  now  acknowledged  to  be 
binding  npoB  individvals. 

The  pnwcica  of  gianiiag  emunissioBs  to  priva- 
teen  »  etmiiMiativaf  of  nodon  date^  and  writers 
ci  the  hightit  Mftiaenoe  ud  aothoritr  have  con- 
enncd  inmmeiiting  its  intndoction.  Theopinion 
ot  FranUla  has  wen  quoted  by  otber  memwial- 
islB  i  and  we  would  re^  to  an  excellent  fweoedent 
and  gnide  to- the  article  on  this  subject,  introduced 
at  the  soggestMfi  <tf  Uwt  distingoiHied  philosopher 
and  statesman  into  the  treaty  concluded  with 
Prussia  in  1789i. 

Yhe  present  state  of  the  world  is  favorable  to 
the  proposed  refern.  No  reasonable  objection,  it 
is  believed,  can  be  offered  on  the  part  of  «>y  na- 
titm  if  the  laws  conecfning  goods  contraband  of 
war,  aad  those  relating  to  bbckadea,  are  permit- 
ted to  vemain.  The  memcvialists  leave  to  the 
wisdoaa  of  their  Government  the  coarse  beet 


adapted  to  attain  the  pnqwsed  end.  Milal<^ 
ulatums  by  treaty  seem  to  be  die  nut  atni 
means,  and,  for  this  reason,  yoar  wmn^ 
would  have  applied  to  tfae  Ezeentiv^UitM 
seemed  to  them  that  the  l^islatire  |ovnsH 
also  be  properly  and  usefuUy  wraaiifoii 
subject  so  nearly  connected  with  toaamai 
with  public  morals.  The  poMingof  iltr.» 
ditional  as  to  its  operations,  aad  referru^iiiiin 
stipulations  by  treaty,  may  produce  ikk^ 
effects,  and  would  be  an  immediate  rcc^tiaif 
this  great  and  humane  principle. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  pny  datCa^ 
may  consider  the  subject,  and  ad^«i3» 
ures  as  may  seem  to  them  most  wmaiaf 
Heat. 

WiUiam  Phillips,  FrcPiibn 
Isaac  Parker,       Heuy  Vm 
John  Phillips,  BeBj-Doka 
Joseph  Coolidge,  LnrisTippi 
Jos.  May,         "  Charles  Tifja 
Georae  Cabot,      Dsrid  Htlb 
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PRIVATEERIRO. 

1 .  An  Appeal  to  the  GoTemmeat  ui  0»f 
the  United  States  sgaiDst  the  deprcditio»(i^' 
by  Amflrican  printeera  on  tbecoBunciwB'i^ 
at  petce  with  ut.    By  tn  Ameriesn  dta» 
Tork.  1819. 

3.  A  poposed  Memorial  to  the  CooffOiif^'' 
ted  States.    Boston.  1819. 

The  writerson national  law  distinguish^ 
rules  deduced  by  just  reasoning  from  ceto^r 
ciples,  and  those  which  derive  their  fi^-'' 
common  usa^  and  consent  Theftsm^'*' 
universal  obligation,  and  are  propcrif*;^'! 
nature  apjdied  to  communities  of  men.  T^r 
"  are  fitted,  not  so  much  to  the  goodnessti*' 
corrupted  nature,  as  to  the  wants  of  * 
depraved;"*  they  are  neither  binding  oT-^ 
nor  at  all  times ;  they  are  brought  Ct"0^' J 
use,  are  received  by  some  sooner  tlnitbr-'- 
and  may  be  changed  without  any 
natural  justice.  .  i 

There  is  not  much  diffleulty  ia  drfcJQ 
rights  of  property  and  die  oU^tioBsaf  ^ 


*  Jtu  gentium  aeeundarium  didtvr, 
modatDtn  [est],  non  lam  inoorrapta  aiV /J 
anam  dcDravatK  nseisiiitatibna.— Vtd  W  * 


qnam  depravat*  n 

1. 1. 1.  n.  18. 
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i  thejr  exist  between  nation?.  Public  jiutiee  dif- 
trs  DOt  essentially  in  these  respects  from  private, 
'lie  &cts  oDce  settled,  it  i»  as  easy  to  decide  by 
-hat  acts  one  ration  has  iigored  another  inastate 
'  pnce,  as  to  determine  when  the  rights  of  one 
idiTidul  have  been  inraded  or  withheld  by  aao- 
iCT;  as  easy  to  pronounce  whatts  a  jtist  cause  of 
ar,  if  we  allow  war  for  any  cause  to  be  lawful, 
I  to  jadge  oS  the  ^roonds  of  a  lawsoiL  In  most 
MS,  ia^ed,  it  wilt  be  found  that  neither  party 
a  war  is  eatirely  right  ncv  entirely  wrong,  and 
tough  the  mist  of  mutual  crimination  and  de' 
ace,  maaiiestoesj  answers^  insults,  and  aggres- 
ina,  it  will  be  difficult  to  discern  the  first  offence.' 
It  this  isadifficulty  not  attributable  to  any  defect 
uncertainty  in  the  code  of  public  law.« 
But  there  is  also  a  law  of  war,  and  it  forms  by 

the  most  important  branch  of  the  jiu  gmtium. 
benee  is  this  to  be  deduced  1  How  far  are  the 
iprocal  rights  and  daties  of  aatiou  at  pe««e 
ilroyed  by  a  stafte  of  war^  and  what^e  the  new 
intioBs  that  grow  oat  of  this  state  t  Wha  t  are 

luaits  to  the  rights  of  deatratftion,  and  bow  are 
y  to  be  known  t  Wlio  shall  say  to  mad  re- 
ige,  "  It  is  enough — stay  thy  hand !"  Whne 
he  precise  boundery,  on  one  side  of  which  are 
ry,  and  honor,  and  victory :  on  the  other,  lapiae 
I  raurdtt  7  It  will  be  obvious  that  there  most 
;reat  uncertainty  as  to  the  extent  of  the  power 
en  to  enemies  over  the  persons  and  goods  of 
h  other,  and  that  wars  will  be  carried  on  with 
re  or  less  crueUy,  as  nations  are  more  or  less 
anced  in  humanity.  Reason  will  afford  little 
.  and  the  restraint  will  be  rather  the  effect  of 
der  feelings  than  of  more  correct  judgment 
;  conqtieror  will  be  deterred  from  a  passionate 

vindictive  abnae  of  his  power,  more  by  the 

of  being  disgraced  as  a  barbuian^  thui  of 
ig  condemned  as  a  violator  of  pauie  law. 
lat  was  once  a  theme  of  applause  will  in  tiine 
followed  by  reproach  and  shame.  What  is 
uid.  right  to  be  done  towards  aii  enemy  will 
md  more  «t  usage,  varying  at  different  times 

among  different  pet^le,  than  on  any  concla- 
B  of  reasDn.  We  woiud  he  understood  to 
k,  as  most  writers  on  national  law  have  done, 
lOUt  reforeoce  to  the  conmiands  or  the  coansels 
eltgicnk,  whether  natival  or  revealed.  These 
ers  seem  to  have  adopted  as  a  truth  the  poetic 
aratioB,  "  nmUa  JUae,  pietatquc  viri$  qui  ocutra 
Mter."  They  have  proceeded  upon  false 
ciples.  As  some  political  sophists  have  de- 
I  the  principles  of  the  social  compact  from  a 
osed  natural  state  of  men,  when  evwy  one 
1  single  and  indqtendenl^  free  to  give  or  retain 

entire  sorereinty  which  he  enjoyed  over 
elf;  so  jurists  nave  «n^t  in  the  condition  of 
ge  nature  for  the  rights  and  relations  of  polit- 
socteties.  They  have  therefore  conaidned  a 
of  hostility  al  a  dtssoluti<m  of  all  ties,  and  a 
se  to  all  mischief.  An  enemy,  in  their  view, 
ot  be  injured.  Charity  and  humanity  nuy 
iended  ;  theatonementexacted  mar  begreater 
would  consist  with  senerosity  ana  tenderness 
h  we  esteem  men  Uie  more  for  possessing ; 
be  sufiierer  cannot  consider  himsdl  wnmged, 


nor  is  any  positive  and  binding  law  broken.  *'  It 
stands  to  reason,"  says  Heinecciu^  "  that  against 
an  enemy  nU  things  are  permitted."*  And  Puf- 
fendorf  thus  explains  both  the  rights  of  bellis^ents, 
and  the  restraints  which  humanity  would  impose 
upon  the  ocereise  of  them :  "  FVom  the  mMnenl 
that  any  one  declares  himself  our  enemy,  since 
we  have  any  thing  tu  fear  on  his  pact,  we  are  au- 
thorized, as  far  as  in  as  lies,  to  use  aots  of  violence 
against  him  to  any  exten^f  and  with  do  othw 
limit  than  our  will  ;^  but  hnmanity  requires,  that, 
as  far  as  the  rules  of  military  art  allow,  we  do  no 
more  injury  to  an  enemy  than  is  necessary  for  ow 
defence,  for  the  vindication  of  our  rights,  and  for 
our  future  safety." — "  iVoo  id  edhm  cotuieUrari  vttjt, 
mid  hostia  citra  inJuHmt  potBtl  paU,  sed  <t  qv4d 
mmaimin,  addc  et  pcneromm  vidorem  facert  deeeat." 
Orotius,  indeed,  limioi  the  rights  of  war  to  what 
is  necessary  for  attaining  the  end  i)rDposed,  whe- 
ther of  sdf-pieservation,  jost  reparation,  or  merited 
pumsbment.— XA.  3.  oofh  i.  But  this,  however  j[nst 
m  theory,  is  too  indefinite  to  aflbrd  any  practical 
rule;  especially  when  itis  considered  ibathostilities 
are  allowed  to  be  continued  until  satisfiiction  is  ob- 
tained, not  only  from  theoriginal  wrong  whieh  was 
the  cause  of  the  war,  but  for  all  the  expense  end  in- 
jury sustained  in  prosecutinff  it  Andweleamfron 
the  same  mltghtened  and  oenevolent  jurist,  tint, 
"  by  the  law  of  nations,  thepossessionsof  onemr^ 
iu  ft  war  are  to  the  other,  in  all  respects,  as  things 
without  a  proiH'ietor,"§  and  that "  all  are  accounted 
slaves  who  are  made  prisoners  in  solemn  public 
war," — "  nor  is  an  (^fence  necessary,  but  the  lot  of 
all  is  the  same,  even  of  those  who,  on  the  sudden 
breaking  ont  of  war,  may  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 
be  found  in  the  enemy's  coantry."||  Cocceios, 
the  commentator  of  Qrottus,  goes  somewhat  far- 
ther, and  maintains  that  "  an  enemy  is  to  be  r^ 
garoed  as  a  criminal  deserving  cf  death :  hence, 
when  the  Government  decUtres  war  a^inst  any 
on^  1^  the  very  act  it  gives  to  every  citizen  the 
right  to  inflict  on  him  any  decree  of  evil,  to  lay 
waste  and  pland»  his  po»essions,"  &c.  Let  us 
not,  however,  forget  what  we  owe  to  Orotios. 
The  lessons  of  mt^eration  and  humanity  which 
he  gave  as  admonitions,  have  so  approveid  them- 
selves to  the  reason  of  manUnd,  that  they  hare 
,  acquired  the  force,  if  not  the  character,  of  laws; 
and  cruelties,  of  wnicb  he  contented  himself  with 
saying,  "carte  cmOantur  samctmt^  et  cam  majcri 
Qipud  harna  lavde^"*  would  now  cover  with  disgrace 
the  conqueror  who  should  practise  ihm. 


*  Hosti  enin  in  boatsm  omaia  ttcen  ralieid  eonssn- 
laneam  est. — Dt  Iku.  ob  veet.  *c.  eommi**. 

t  A  toots  oiitrsnes^£ar6eymK. 

iLisanUBBa  emcaditvim  contra ipsum  eisermdiia- 
iaflDitw,  ant  qnaatuB  mihi  ^destar.— J)e  Are 

lib.  S.  cap.  xn.  $  6. 

§  OentAnsfdaeaisse,  nt  i«s  hostium  hosiibos  esmt 
non  alio  loeo,  qnam  quo  sunt  tss  ntilttits^L(ft>  3* 

e^  '.  Ti.  §  8. 

I  Par  omnium  sors  est,  etiaaa  eerom,  qoi,  Ato  sm^ 
nt  dizimns,  cum  bellam  repmte  ex  or  tarn  ewet,  iatoa 
hostium  fines  de^ehenduntur. — Lib.  3.  cap.  vti.  %  1. 
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Thus  bare  the  rights  of  war  been  deduced  from 
the  a«8umed  position  that  bd  enemy  cannot  be  in- 
jured ;  that,  by  the  injustice  or  violence  which 
gare  occasion  to  the  war,  he  has  forfeited  all  rights 
and  become  as  an  outlaw ;  that  his  life,  liberty, 
and  property,  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror ; 
that  to  spare  may,  indeed,  be  praiseworthy,  but 
caonot  be  enjoined  as  an  act  of  justice.  And,  as 
between  nations  there  is  no  arbiter,  each  party 
in  the  war  has  all  the  rights  of  the  injured,  and  is 
subject  ID  all  the  poulttes  of  the  guilty.  Justice 
must  always  be  presumed  to  reside  with  good  for- 
tune or  superior  strength.  Erery  subject,  too,  of 
the  warring  State,  however  ignorant  he  may  be  of 
the  causes  of  the  war,  however  peaceful  and  un- 
o&uding^  has  incurred  a  daily  guilt  in  the  acts  of 
hu  superiors,  and  is  the  object  of  unsparing  ren- 
geance  and  unlimited  punishment.  Whatever 
temperaments  have  been  admitted  in  the  conduct  of 
wars,  have  been  the  result  of  feelings  and  notions 
of  humanity  more  or  less  refined,  and  views  of  pol- 
icy more  or  less  enlightened,  as  different  degrees 
01  knowledge  and  improvement  have  prevailed. 
"Every  people  have  a  law  of  nations.  The  Mo- 
hawks even  have  theirs.  They  eat  their  prisoners, 
it  is  true,  but  they  send  and  receive  embassies,  and 
ftcknowle^  the  rights  of  war  and  peace;  the 
mischief  that  their  lav  of  nations  is  not  founded 
upon  true  ^aciples."— JKmfe*}.  de$  Loix,  Hv. 
1.  C&.  iL  what  Barbeyrac,  in  his  eloquent  and 
beautiful  discMirse  on  what  the  laws  ouy  permit 
or  allow,  has  said  of  f  ivil  taws  applies  with  still 
sreater  force  to  national  jurisprudence :  "  We 
warn  from  the  monuments  of  antiquity,  that  the 
first  laws  had  scarcely  any  other  origin  than  cus- 
tom, which  is  often  a  wretched  master.  Rules 
thus  introduced  are  commonly  established  with  lit- 
tle examination  or  reflection.  Ignorance,  preju- 
dice, passion,  example,  authority,  caprice,  have 
manifestly  a  greater  share  in  producing  them  then 
reason.  It  is  rather  the  opinion  and  decision  of  a 
blind  multitude  than  that  ofthewise  and  virtuous." 

Had  religion  and  the  morality  of  the  gospel 
been  made  the  foimdation  of  (he  rights  and  duties 
of  States,  in  war  as  well  as  in  peace,  it  is  probable 
that  i^any  customs  derived  to  us  from  ruder  ages, 
perhaps  even  war  itself,  would  long  since  nave 
disappeared.  But  rights  have  been  sought  for  in 
anoUier  source  and  religion  has  been  permitted  to 
interpose  her  counsels,  not  her  authority,  to  mod- 
erate the  usage  of  that  power,  which  reason  and 
nature  have  been  thought  to  bestow.  Is  it  not 
probable  that  some  usages  yet  remain,  which  habit 
and  prejudice,  and  an  imaginary  interest  alone, 
prevent  our  regarding  with  the  same  abhorrence 
with  which  we  should  now  look  upon  the  reducing 
of  captives  and  their  posterity  to  perpetual  and 
irredeemable  slavery  ?  Have  we  yet  confined  the 
license  of  war  within  those  bounds  which  the  law 
of  charity  would  assign  to  it  ?  Do  we  not  even  re- 
edve  as  principles  of  justice  some  things  which 
have  no  better  support  than  the  practice  of  eaclier 
and  less  enlightened  times,  justified  by  an  artificial 
reasoning,  which,  taking  things  as  they  are  found, 
invents  a  plausiUe  defence  for  whatever  eovtom 
allows? 


We  have  made  these  rema^  more  eqcnlf 
with  a  view  to  the  practice  of  fffiTBteertBg.  lit 
matter  of  just  astonishment  that  a  species  of  v» 
fare  so  repugnant  to  all  our  better  fediop, » 
estranged  from  alt  that  is  deemed  Dobleaoaiut 
orable  among  men,  should  so  long  have  prenM 
It  is  a  practice  which  can  boast  nothiag  of  tb 
chivalrous  spirit  which  we  bavebmaDgtiiti 
admire  in  the  warrior.  Itbfsiosandodiiifoi 
unmixed  sdfisfaness.   It  seeks  ndtbv&WM 
power,  but  wealth— wealth,  notthefniltdfiutt 
industry  or  honest  skill,  but  wrested  bf  utkiij 
of  violence,  or  stden  by  surpriseand  stntipa  It 
makes  every  other  consideratioD  yield totwH 
avarice.   In  its  greediness  it  hardly  disdifin^ 
between  iriend  and  foe,  and  is  ever  ready  to  pouut 
upon  its  prey,  whether  it  be  Ute  pm^ds 
enemy  or  that  of  a  fellow-citizen,  which,  bf 
rigid  rules  of  war,  has  become  the  subject  of  tn- 
fiscatioo  88  prize.   The  means  which  it  enplffi 
are  not  less  cruel  and  diseracefal  than  its  pfvpot 
is  unworthy.   It  can  make  its  way  through  m 
to  the  treasure  it  gloats  upon,  lure  hymtiait  : 
to  destructioiK  advance  securely  to  its  object  nude 
the  guise  of  friendship,  ensnare  by  treacherf,  ^ 
ceive  by  perfidy,  and  secure  its  nnrighicoBsj^ 
by  sbamdess  perjury.  Not  that  every  oat  n 
engages  in  this  {metiee  is  under  the  ufloawif 
the  ntest  passions,  insensible  to  shsnie,  otsiuk 
by  the  blackest  crimes.    Many,  we  doobi 
whose  lives  prove  them  to  be  friends  to  rtlkii 
and  humanity,  and  who  would  scorn  to  euit 
themselves  by  fraud  or  dishonesty,  han  idnW- 
red  in  privateering  without  refiectiiig  "P** * 
ture  and  tendency.   They  have  been  tea™^ 
the  legality  of  the  [uractice.    Perhaps,  m  tkrr 
have  persuaded  themselves  that,  whilt*^ 
proved  their  own  fortunes,  they  were 
a  patriotic  zeal  for  the  service  of  their  eoKtff 
As  long  as  privateering  is  counteoanttd  w* 
couraged  by  public  authority,  there  wSl  h**? 
estimable  men,  who,  looking  no  fortber  oas 
what  the  law  allows  or  forbids,  are  hlin  u  ■> 
immorality  of  preying  upon  their  fdlovcmi^ 
A  solemn  responsibility,  then,  rests  upon  th(i»» 
govern.  Nations,  by  a  common  coosai, 
relinquish  a  custom  so  insqi«rableinHD>l)<*V^ 
licentiousness,  so  vexatious  to  eommerce,!!"* 
little  under  the  control  of  whdesmne 

There  is  no  doubt  that  great  antiqaity  idit> 
pleaded  for  the  practice  of  plundoing-  r^!* 
eral  ages  after  the  irruption  of  the  nOTthem  wj" 
rians,  war  and  plunder  might  almost  be  cona^ 
as  individual  rights.  Every  petty  baron  af- 
the  privilege  of  taking  up  arms,  aad  crery 
was  free  to  seek  hb  fortune  in  predatory  iaco^ 
upon  the  enemy,  whether  by  land  (^**Li 
infidel  Powers,  which  bordered  the  MedimW^ 
covered  the  sea  with  small  pirjtical  ^^^'^ 
the  Christian  States,  whose  commerce j*^: 
from  their  depredations,  partly  in  adf-d««|'; 
partly  in  the  hope  of  gain,  fitted  out  siuJInc^ 
or  armed  their  merchant  ships.  It  was  m>'\ 
mon  for  many  persons  to  uute  for  this  "puf' 
a  aortof  partnn^ip.  No  puUic  commitf'^ 
required.  Against  infidels  it  was  the  if 
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of  alwavs  existed.*   Even  were  antiquity  a  less 
doubtful  plea  than  it  is,  the  argument  proves  uo- 
thing,  but  that  in  those  benighted  ages  men  robbed 
of  taar  own  head,  and  that  id  these  more  civilized 
times  we  have  so  far  improved  as  to  sanction  the 
{Hvceeding  by  public  authority.  The  modern  prac- 
tice is  better  than  the  ancient,  ioasmnch  as  some 
excesses  may  now  and  then  be  prevented  by  the 
control  of  the  Qovernment  over  privateers,  and  it 
is  convenient  to  be  aide  to  denote  piracy  by  the 
abseoce  of  a  lawful  commission  :  but  the  question 
remains,  whe^er  it  is  morally  right,  or  politically 
expedient,  for  QoTernments  to  grant  such  com- 
missions, or  for  individuals  to  act  under  them  ? 
And  this  question  can  never  be  answered  by  say- 
ing that  men  were  accustomed  to  rob  for  a  long 
time  before  it  b^an  to  be  necessary  to  have  a  put^ 
lie  commission  for  doing  it.  It  was  found  necessa- 
ry to  impose  restraint  upon  private  and  unauthor* 
ized  violence,  even  between  the  subjects  of  hostile 
Powers.   This  was  a  declaration,  that  the  ancient 
pracUoe  was  onl^  fit  for  a  state  of  society  as  bar- 
barous as  tlut  m  which  it  existed.  Something. 
donMtess,  has  been  sained  by  the  restrictions  of 
acts  of  war  to  those  whose  hands  are  armed  by  the 
sovereign  power ;  but  whether  this  gain  has  been 
great,  or  the  most  essential  evils  connected  with 
private  plunder  have  been  remedied,  let  history 
speak.    We  appeal  to  the  loud  and  incessant  com- 
plaints of  neutrals,  of  whose  commerce  privateers 
have  been  just  called  the  scourge ;  and  to  the  tor- 
tures and  cruelties  inflicted  by  these  "  judges  and 
executioners,"  of  which  the  annals  of  privateering, 
ancient  and  modem,  afford  so  many  examples. 

It  is  probable  that  the  practice  of  nations,  in  the 
disputes  arising  between  them  or  their  subjects, 
has  followed  the  same  course  of  improvement  with 
their  municipal  laws.  Every  one  who  has  attend- 
ed to  the  history  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  knows 
that  not  numy  ages  since  every  individual  poa- 
se^ed  the  power  of  pantshiD|;,  and  the  avenge 
ing  of  wrongs  was  leu  to  the  mjured  party  or  his 
frieD^.t  But  as  the  world  grew  wiser  and  more 
inclined  to  peace,  a  check  was  put  on  the  right  of 
private  revenge,  and  tribunals  b^n  to  inquire  into 
the  fact,  and  to  measure  the  punbhment  in  pro-* 
portion  to  Uie  guilt.  So,  among  nations,  the  fre- 
quent broils  occasioned  by  the  hostile  attempts  of 
individuals,  gave  rise,  by  degrees,  to  the  custom  of 
granting  letters  of  reprisals.  At  first,  doubtless, 
they  were  only  given  in  a  few  instances,  and  sub- 
jects continued  to  attack  and  plunder  without  ask- 
ing the  permission  of  the  sovereign.  The  Cotuo- 
lato  del  Mare  contains  an  entire  chapter  regulating, 
with  great  precision,  the  conduct  of  armed  cruis- 
ers, and  the  division  of  their  jdnnder.  Not  a  syl- 
lable appears  of  any  public  commission  being^  ne- 
cessary, or  even  a  judicial  condemnation  of  fwina. 
The  [Hiblication  of  the  first  Catalan  edition  of  this 
collection  is  sajqKHed  by  Bencher  to  have  been 


doff  of  every  Christian  to  wage  incessant  hostilitr, 
and  to  do  them  all  possible  injury. — MeaiMt.  At 
the  same  tioie  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  sent 
their  fleets  to  make  descents  upon  the  coasts,  and 
enrich  thenuelves  with  the  wealth  and  luxuries 
of  the  Soatb.*  They  were  roost  often  conducted 
]^  private  adventurers,  whose  bravery  or  skill 
cawed  them  to  be  selected  as  chieftains.  Piracy 
ms  a  common  trad^  and  the  word  was  far  from 
carrying  with  it  the  ideas  of  criminality  and  dis- 
grace which  we  now  attach  to  it.  Selden  citesa  ims- 
tage  fiotu  Asserius,  who  was  the  preceptor  of  King 
AUred,  in  which  he  says  that  this  "  Prince  caused 
lon^  ships  to  be  built  for  the  purpose  of  defence 
igainst  enemies  approaching  by  sea — ii^KsttUque 
Diraiia  in  iiU$  twu  tnaru  cuetodiendaa  commist^;" 
)n  which  Selden  remarks,  that "  this  word '  pirates' 
8  not  liere  used  for  robbers,  as  it  now  commonly 
s,  but  for  such  as  attacked  the  enemy's  fleets  in 
laval  warfare."t   Sotheterm  "corsair,"  from  the 
talian  Com.  is  the  genetic  term  of  pirates  and 
irivateers.  (Mtuteiu  on  PrioatMn,  page  2,  note.) 
The  troth  is,  that  in  an  age  when  the  oUigations 
if  humanity  were  neither  acknowkdced  nor  un- 
lerstood,  and  eveiy  pmon  might  make  such  use 
if  his  strength,  or  nis  cunning,  as  seined  to  him 
est,  GO  as  he  did  not  invade  tne  property  of  those 
1  whom  he  was  bound  by  the  tie  of  a  common 
Uegianee ;  and  when  the  sanction  of  the  prince 
ras  not  necessary  to  enable  private  persons  to  at- 
ick  and  plunder  the  enemy,  there  could  be  no 
istiuction  between  authorized  and  unauthorized 
epredations  on  the  ocean.   "  The  Gauls,"  says 
Ileirac,  "  regarded  all  strangers  as  enemies,  and 
ot  only  robbed  them  of  their  goods,  but  put  them 
rueily  to  death,  offering  them  as  bloody  sacrifices 
>  their  false  gods.^    And  Boucher :  "  In  the 
eight  of  the  feudal  anarchy,  that  is  to  say.  in  the 
inih  century,  every  person  might  act  toe  part 
}th  of  judge  and  executioner,  without  any  in- 
)mpatibility  in  the  two  conditions,  and  without 
sgrace.    At  that  period  mariners  were  a  set  of 
b^s." — Crontforf.  delikr.  vcL  1,  p.  74.   The  in- 
iman  law  of  wreck,  first  relaxed  in  EngUmd  by 
e  act  of  Henry  I,  providing  that  the  property 
,ould  be  saved  from  forfeiture,  if  any  person 
caped  alive  from  the  ship,  is  a  memorable  in- 
ince  of  the  same  savage  state  of  manners. — See 
umgy  reiffit  of  Henify  II.   Black,  Com.  chap.  8,  h.  1. 
mduT^  CkmavL  de  Mer.  voL  1,  p.  490. 
It  is  in  vain,  then,  for  the  apolt^isu  of  priva- 
iring  to  have  recourse  to  these  remote  ages  in 
aport  of  the  assertion  that  the  practice  has  long 


The  ravages  of  the  Nonoansare  hardly  mentioned 
ore  Chariemsgne.  It  wu  then  they  began  those 
lives  which  made  them  the  terror  of  other  nstionSd — 
ueAer  Coruul.  de  Mer.  page  494. 
t  Selden'*  Mtre  Claosam,  lib.  2,  cap.  10— quoted 
binson'a  ColL  Mar.  page  SI,  sod  embarking  pt- 
Fe*  in  tbem  employed  ^em  to  guard  the  appioachfls 


^  I^eB  Gauloisrepntaient  tons  lea  itrangen  pour  Isnrs 
aemie,  et  ne  les  expoltiient  pw  eenlement  de  Isurs 
maia  en  outre  ils  les  mettaient  cmellemuit  i 


ns. 


rt,  et  en  MsatentdessngtansBacrtOees  i  knrsiinx 
' — Ua.  et  Cwt.  de  mr.pagt  95, 


•  See  note  to  Martens  on  Privateers,  page  SO.  WU- 
lenberg  derives  privtteen  from  Tbente,  Qiiesn  of  D- 
lyria ;  and  VaUn  maintains  that  they  have  existed  at 
•11  times. 

tSee  Kamea's  Historical  Law  Tracts. 
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about  1494,  aod  he  carries  the  compilation  as 
back  as  the  begioni&jg;  of  the  tenth  centunr.  But 
its  origin  is  fixed  with  more  probability  between 
the  yean  1350  and  1266.*  This  code  is  conuooDly 
sapposed  to  have  been  first  compiled  in  Baredona ; 
ana  it  is  in  the  Mediterranean,  where  commace 
was  preyed  upon  by  the  Barbary  corsairs,  that  we 
should  expect  to  find  the  practice  of  private  cruis- 
ing most  preralenL  Letters  of  marque  and  repri- 
aau  were  issued  upon  the  petition  of  a  subject, 
who  complained  of  injustice  done  to  bim  by  some 
fore%n  Prince  or  subject,  and  they  em^wered  the 
party  receiving  tbem,  whether  an  individual  or  a 
community,  to  obtain  satisfaction  by  seiziog  the 
goods  of  any  subject  of  the  offoiding  slate.  They 
were  limited  to  the  restitution  of  what  had  been 
unjustly  taken  or  withheld,  or  comp«tsati(Hi  in 
damages  for  the  injury  sufiered.  Reprisais  are 
sometimes  spoken  of  as  a  means  of  preserving 
feac^  because  wrongs  were  thus  remedied  by  a 
aort  <a  violence,  which  is  compared  to  that  used 
in  the  euctttim  of  Iqgal  sentences  between  sub- 
jects of  the  same  StMe,  without  the  extreme  resort 
of  war  t  The  earliest  instance  of  reprisals  re- 
corded in  England,  was  in  1S96,  whn  Bdward  I. 
granted  to  a  sntject,  "  licentiam  marcandi  iKHni- 
nes  et  subditos  de  r^o  Portugaltia  et  bona  eorum 
per  temm  et  mare."— Jlynwr.  voL  2,  poffe  691 ; 
JsukrtM,  wjL  1,  ^age  136.  It  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  considered  necessary  to  be  provided 
with  letters  of  reprisals  until  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, and  no  mention  is  made  of  them  in  treaties 
prior  to  that  time. — A^rtena,  note,  page  10.  The 
right  of  making  reprisals  is  said  to  bave  belonged 
to  erery  magistrate,  and  even  to  private  subjects, 
until  the  reign  of  Charles  VIL,  in  France.]: — 
finiatf.dt  Jwt  Nat.,  Ub.  8,  d^.  9,  sec.  13.  note 
2.  A  law  was  made  in  France  concerning  them, 
in  1345. — JUartcM.  There  are  frequent  instances 
in  Rymer,  in  the  fourteenth  and  n/teenth  centu- 
ries-S   An  act  of  the  English  Parliament,  of  the 


*  MattMis,  page  6.  And  this  is  the  usertion  of  Oi- 
annoi,  in  his  HUtory  of  Naples,  book  xi,  chap  6.  Bat 
see  notes  to  the  preftoe  of  Kobinson's  tnnulttions  of 
the  prise  ebtpters.  The  chapters  relating  to  this  sub* 
ject  were  probsbly  added  at  a  period  subsequeot  to  the 
originsl  compilation. 

-  fPuffitndorf  defiaeethem,  "  violentv  exeeutiooet  in 
civea  aut  bona  ciTiam  alteriua  reipublicn,  qos  jnati> 
tiam  admiDittrare  detrectat." — De  Jure  Nat.  Jte.,  Ub. 
8,  c.  6,  sM.  13. 

X  This  ii  probably  a  mtstaks  for  Charles  VL  See 
hit  ordinance  mentioned  afterwards. 

$  Tol.  viii.  page  99 — Fr.  ed.  vol.  iii.  part  4.  page  166, 

I ear  1399--letlers  granted  Henry  IV.  commanding 
is  admirals  and  other  officers  to  eeise  the  ships  and 
goods  of  subjects  of  ibe  Eari  of  HeHand  in  English 
ports,  redtiog,  with  great  care,  the  previoas  demands 
and  t^asal  of  justice.  Bymor,  Fr.  ed.,  voL  It.,  part !., 
Mge  Ifil.  yesr  1409— fianted,  fay  Heorj  IV.  to  th« 
Konr  de  Casteillon  to  enforce  ^e  perfimnanoe  erf"  con- 
tracts msde  with  him  In  the  sabjects  of  the  King  of 
Airagon,  oommanding  all  public  officers  to  assist  him, 
and  to  keep  all  prizes  safe  in  their  fortresses  till  the 
contracts  are  fulfilled.  Rymer,  Eng.ed.,  vol.  Tiii^page 
717,  year  1411— 4gaUlit  the  Oenoeae.   Rymer,  Eng. 


year  1353, 27  Edward  tlL,  proTides,»tktL  f 
«gn  merchant  shall  be  troubled  n  myiitik 
provided,  that  if  any  of  out  li«ge  tot^  v 
chants,  or  others,  be  iDinied  by  aoy  mii% 
eign  lands,  or  their  sabjects,  and  tin  is 
upon  due  request,  rrfuse  to  do  jiistice,wiLi^ir 
the  riffht  of  mark  and  npritali,  as  huloiiK^c 
time  past." — Martens,  pojfe  12,  wdt.  bvkm 
of  Charles  VI.  of  Frane^  of  Dtceds :.  l» 
forbids  any  aufajeet  to  fit  ont  shipi  u  km  n 
pense,  for  carrying  on  war  against  csbhh^ 
out  license  first  obtained  from  the  liiaili 
lieutenant. — Code  da  Priaet,  tvaul,  ^i.tk- 
<nnm,  Coti.  Mar.  75.    JUartmi,  pofi  li*  lit 
this  ordiDaDcCj  and  from  otha  iaeaaAV 
probalde,  that  in  the  fifteeoih  ceatufy  team 
began  to  be  issued  to  private  sobjecu,  m  tks 
of  war,  similar  to  those  which  wire  gnu' ft. 
making  reprisals  in  time  of  jpcuc.  Hwriflu ' 
and  stul  retain  the  nameof  lettmof  nupi 
reprisal and,  at  this  day,  the  iHiiB|(tfie  : 
often  the  first  declaration  of  war.  llii,kan 
very  certain,  that  the  practice  of  gniiiit  * 
missions  to  ptivaleers  did  not  beentc^' 
fore  the  end  of  the  aixtemth  ocduht-  Tk  V 
instance,  in  which  their  aid  appesn  is  tsitx 
considered  important  in  oarryiag  on  thtn* 
in  the  contest  between  Spain  and  kan-' 
provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  irUck 
1569.   Inl570,thePrinceof  OcMgtaii':' 
of  replennbing  his  impoverished  finaicB!"^ 
iug  on  the  mraey  sent  from  Spain  to  flt^ 
lands,  issued  commissions  to  maoyi'^'i^ 
rents,  authorizing  tbem  to  cruise  b^c^^: 
of  Spain.  A  considerable  fleet  vai efi^'^  | 
increasing  daily  in  number,  they  sooiiiO''^ 
rible  by  their  depredations^  not  talra*'*  I 
meree  of  Spain  and  the  NethertuMi.t'^^! 
of  their  own  and  of  other  coantri»  e  > '- 1 
tiiat  their  conntry  auftred  from  then  m 
horn  the  de^NMim  and  crodty  of  Alt  - ' 
confederated  reformists  had  themselre^ 
in  derision  ^vmr,  or  beggars,t  tktx  ni*° 
were  called  pueuz  de  mer,  or  sea-baapn^ 
UMv.  Hilt.,  vel.  xvii.,  pope  388.  Mw'^ 
were  punished  by  Spain  and  other  siw*^ 
rates,  not  so  much,  it  is  said,  on  utca>3^ 
excesses,  as  of  the  supposed  iUegalitf  (^^'~ 
missions. — JMbrtsM.  OMp.  1,  «s&  7.  IV 
however,  may  probaUy  claim  tbf 

ed..  vol.  Tiii..  page  756,  year  \4\%~-t^^ 
and  goods  of  the  French,  liouiad  to  ikeM*^ 
the  actual  damage.  Andereoo,  vol.  i.,  pigt  *^ 
er  instance  against  the  QeDOese,  linitijiB^ 
1413.  In  the  year  1379,  Richard  H-i*"^^ 
granted  to  the  peeide  of  Daitmoolh  >  RV^.^ 
commission  against  the  French;  and  in  1^" 
habitants  of  ^at  town  took  aome  Fica^"^ 

*  An  Eoglidi  act  of  Parliamant  Is  tk>  ^' 
was  passed,  A.  D.  1414,  S  Heuy  V^cfi:!" 
of  the  Emperor  Maxindlian  reapectiacthtv 
of  the  Low  Coantriea  in  1487,  ordered"!^ 
eon  should  fit  out  a  ship  for  a  cruse  *itt>^ ' 
press  permission  of  the  adaaital  or  hii  I'' 
Mortene  an  PrimUeen,  ftlgt  IS. 

t  Be  Thou,  tema  v. 
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hariDg  first  scot  out,  io  any  considerable  numbers, 
these  scooTges  of  thesea.  Tbeir  codeezhibits  the 
most  ancient  relations  coacerning  jifflrateeis; 
and,  it  is  well  known,  that  tbeir  maritime  laws 
hare  always  been  the  most  severe  against  the  com- 
merce of  neutrals.  De"  Tboa  relates,*  tbat,  in  1555, 
the  French  King,  having  received  advice  that  sev- 
eral Dutch  ship  of  ^preat  burden  were  returning 
from  Spain,  laden  with  every  sort  of  valnaUe  In- 
dia goMB,  ^ve  orders  to  the  iDkabituts  Dieppe 
onqaestionably  the  most  eiperieneed  mariners  in 
France,  to  equip  sueh  veisels  as  they  eonld  find  io 
:fae  ports  on  the  coast  of  Normandy,  and  seize  this 
'ich  fleet.  The  privateersmen  of  Dieppe,!  having 
itted  out  for  cmising  nineteen  ships  and  six  brig- 
mtines,  under  the  command  of  Bpineville,  a  cele- 
>rated  mariner,  met  the  Dutch  opposite  to  Dover. 
I  most  obstinate  battle  ensued,  wtueh  lasted  six 
loors.  Many  ships  on  both  sides  were  bimied ; 
he  flames  drove  the  French  from  their  own  ships 
aXo  those  of  the  enemy,  and,  having  more  men, 
bey  made  many  of  them  prizes.   The  Dutch  lost 

thousand  men,  and  the  French  four  hmidred. 

The  English  seem  not  to  have  been  slow  in  im- 
tating  the  example  set  them  by  the  French  and 
Kiteb.  In  the  year  1586,  we  are  told  by  the  au- 
tkOT  last  quoted  J  before  war  bad  been  declared  be- 
vreen  JSiwluia  and  Spain,  Philip  11.  seized  and 
onfiscated  the  goods  of  the  Boguah  merchants. 
7he  Bnglidi,  mner  pretenee  of  reprisals,  set  them- 
elves  to  pirating  over  the  whtrfe  ocean,  harassing 
lie  navigation  not  only  of  Uie  Spanisn  and  their 
tlies,  but  even  of  the  people  of  the  Low  Coun- 
*ies,  whom  they  robbed  without  distinction.  Tbe 
kerchants  of  the  United  Provinces  in  vain  sought 
^drens  in  the  English  admiralty.  But  the  Queen, 
ilizabetb,  wearira  by  the  eom^aints  which  came 
i  her  from  all  quartersj  made  severe  regulations, 
?quiriBg  cruisers  to  give  security  not  to  med- 
le  with  any  sht^  but  those  of  Spain,  and  not 
I  dispose  of  their  prizes  till  they  had  been  reg- 
larly  condemned  in  the  Admiralty.  "  The  pin- 
es,'' says  De  Thou,  were  checked  fur  a  time 
r  these  decrees ;  but  means  were  soon  found  to 
rade  thvm,  under  pretenee  of  privileges,  or  by 
ieana  of  subtleties,  which  persons  in  power  eon- 
i-ved  8t."$  Spm  and  Bn^nd,  shwtty  after  the 

*  Hist.  toDs  iLt  page  683. 

f  Les  pnmaimm  de  Dieppe  ayaat  mnoi  an  coarse, 

c. 

fDe  Tboa,  Hist,  tome  ix.,  p.  MS. 
See  in  RotHoson's  Coll.  Hu.  a  proelamatioa  of 
lixabeth,  of  tbe  jmt  160S,  rsdting  the  great  extent 
tlie  irinwisa  complaiBed  d;  and  liMrbiddiQg  any  man 
war  to  be  itted  oat  without  lieanse  and  nretv. 
[i«  preamble  refers  to  other  laws  and  ordan  lala^ 
ibiisoed,  "  apon  the  growing  on  of  these  few!  crimes 
,<1  pirades  colored  by  other  voyages."  And  in  the 
ntnta  AdmiraUtatis  of  Master  Rowghton,  printed  in 
erke's  Praxis,  p.  161,  w«  have  en  ordinance  of  1691, 
]uiring  preMDtmant  to  be  made  of  all  those  that 
ic«  the  late  proclamation  have  had  traffic  with  the 
t^uers  in  Franca,  and  of  all  who  have  sat  o«t  ships 
llKont  cMnmisNOD,  and  to  inqsire  what  ahipa  and 
oda  have  been  taken  at  sea  withoot  commiasioB, 
d  of  brsakiiw  bulk  and  diqiswig  «f  priiea  befbre 


depredations  committed  under  the  commissions  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  issued  commissions  to  great 
nombers  of  privateers.  The  expeditions  of  Drake 
and  Frobisher  are  said  to  have  been  of  this  na- 
ture.* In  1635,  James  I.  found  it  necesjtary  to 
issue  letters  patent  addressed  to  the  High  Admiral, 
reciting  the  great  losses  and  damages  sustained  by 
many  of  his  subjects,  by  the  surprising  and  taking 
of  their  ships  and  goods  by  the  subjects  of  Spain 
in  the  Low  Countries,  and  by  those  of  the  Sutes 
General,  and  that  jastiee  having  been  demanded 
in  Tun,  his  subjects  bad  made  humble  suit  to  bim 
for  letters  of  reprisals.  He  therefore  requires  the 
Admiral  to  grant  commissions  for  taking  the  ships 
of  the  Low  Countries  and  States  General  to 
«ich  of  his  subjects  as  had  been  so  damnified.t 
Id  1627,  Charles  L  granted  reprisals  against  the 
French  to  such  of  his  subjects  as  had  had  sUps  or 
goods  taken  by  the  French,  and  a  war  followed  in 
the  same  year — Artderson,  vol.  ii.  p.  37.  In  that 
same  year,  too,  we  are  told  that  Charles  was 
obliged  to  fit  out  an  annament  to  protect  tbe  coal 
trade  against  privateers  from  the  Spanish  Nether- 
lania.-~Anfhnonj  vol.  ii.  p.  39.  I^e  Dutch  war 
for  indepeodence  ended  in  1648.  Towards  the 
ch»e  of  it,  in  1043  and  1645,  tbe  plaoartt  or  de- 
crees of  the  Stales  General  out  great  encour- 
agement to  priTateers.—iM»rtBM,  S6.  In  that  long 
continued  contest,  theme  of  these  inatnuaeats  had 
become  familiar.  Treaties  and  lam  were  made 
for  defining  their  rights,  and  preventiug  the  abuses 
to  which  they  were  found  to  have  so  strong  a  len- 
deney.t  But  aew  disewds  kept  alive  the  spirit  of 


scDtcDce  of  the  admiralty,  aod  what  cajAaios,  dec, 
under  color  of  oimmission  of  reprisal,  have  boarded, 
taken,  fte^  ships  of  England,  Franee,  Ac,  Holland, 
Zealand,  &c. 

*  MarUns,  p.  36.  And  hi  the  debate  upon  Pulte- 
ney's  act  for  encouraghig  privateers,  1739,  Polteney 
argues  from  this,  u  an  instance  of  the  spirit  and 
power  with  which  private  advaotorera  eoald  act.  **lt 
was,"  he  mym,  'to  Drivale  adventurers  that  all  the 
soceeM  of  Francis  Drake  was  owing." — Part.  Deb. 
voL  xvii.  p.  41S.  We  have  great  doubts,  however, 
whstber  these  expedtti6ns  are  to  be  classed  whh 
cruises  of  privateers.  Drake's  was  an  expeditien 
fitted  out  m  the  ^rpose  of  attaeklog  Spain  in  her 
hone  dominions.  EHsebeth  fomWied  about  £30,000 
and  several  ships,  and  Drake  and  his  associates  son- 
plied  the  residoe.  The  spoils  were  to  be  equstly  di> 
vided  between  tbe  Queen  and  -tbe  fleet — Oe  "Hvu, 
vol.  X.  p.  AM.  There  is  an  important  diffidence  be- 
tween the  employment  of  tbi^  equipped  at  private 
expense,  bat  hired  by  the  public,  and  sailing  in  fleets 
with  As  public  Airees,  under  the  government  of  naval 
officer^  aad  eruisee  psribrmed  bf  MM  or  more  ilnps 
under  the  orders  irf  |Mivale  adventnms.— Am  sIm  Lee 
on  CapAim,j>.  199.  It  seems  to  have  been  an  an- 
cisot  praetiee  to  use  in  warlike  expeditions  ships  nn- 
d«r  tbe  wages  of  the  King,  and  to  give  them  a  part  of 
the  prises.  See  the  ancient  articles  of  the  Admkalty 
subjoined  to  Gierke's  Prazii,  p.  163,  A.  19. 

t  Rymer,  Fr.  Ed.  vol.  vii,  part  4,  p.  183. 

X  Martens,  p.  86.  Voet  ad  Pand.  vol.  u,  p.  603, 
meaksitf  tbe  **  naves  privatorampnsdatoiiaspermiv- 
swBB  oiAnnm.instnietas,''  aad  dtss  the  Admhakj  la- 
slractiooa  of  tba  18th  Angost,  10V7,  and  decnss  of 
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plonder,  and  privateen  stiU  foand  faror,  as  a  cheap 
means  of  carrying  on  war  through  the  insiigation  ' 
of  priTate  avarice^   In  1634,  Jispotes  began  be- 
tween the  English  and  Dutch.   The  northern 
fishing,  and  the  soTereigntf  claimed  by  the  Brit-  . 
isb  io  the  narrow  seas,  were  the  chief  subjects  of 
contention.   England,  in  tbe  mean  wbile,  was  ^ 
disturbed  by  ciTiFwars,  and  the  Parliament  party 
was  not  likely  to  omit  any  means  of  annoyance  | 
which  had  heretofore  been  employed  with  success. ' 
In  1643,  exasperated  by  the  cessation  of  arms  in 
Ireland,  "they  forbade  all  masters  of  ships  to  bring  | 
over  any  officers  or  soldiers,  on  penally  of  the  for-  : 
feiture  of  their  reuels,  and  give  letters  of  mart^ue  ' 
to  merchants  and  others  who  would  fit  out  ships  ' 
at  theii  own  expense,  empowering  them  to  take  to  | 
their  own  profit  all  soch  ships  and  goods  as  they  i 
ahootd  meet  cnuiag  ot«  with  sddiers  or  warlike  I 
itofei  for  the  King."*  The  friends  of  the  King 
were  not  slow  in  retaliating  this  measure,  for  in 
1644  the  goods  of  the  merehaDts  trading  in  France  ! 
were  seized,  and  letters  of  marque  granted  against 
all  that  adhaed  to  the  Parliamnt— IflWfeloale,  p. 
130.   Of  the  activity  of  private  cruisers  in  the 
hostilities  which  ensued,  the  reader  may  satisfy 
himself  by  referring  to  the  book  last  quoted,  where 
he  will  find  instances  of  mutual  depredation  more 
numerouB  than  we  have  any  disposition  to  record. 
Doubtless,  the  practice  was  attraded  with  much 
abuse  and  licentiousness.   In  the  year  1650,  April 
16,  "  an  act  was  passed  for  preventing  wrongs  and 
abuses  done  to  merchants  at  sea,  and  prohibiting 
mariners  from  serving  foreign  Princes  or  States 
without  license. — Whitdodce,  p.  451.   Soon  after 
this,  in  165^  the  Parliament  and  the  Dutch  came 
to  open  hostilities,  and  an  active  course  of  priva- 
teermg  commenced  between  them.t  From  their 
near  neighborhood  and  their  former  habits,  there 
can  be  no  doobt  that  during  this  two  years'  content 
they  kept  up  this  sort  of  warfare  in  its  worst  form. 

The  restoration  of  the  King  made  no  alteration 
in  the  policy  of  the  English,  as  it  respected  their 
rivals,  the  Dutch.  Theschemeofmaritimesuperi- 
ority  was  carried  on  in  the  same  spirit  which  had 
dictated  the  navigation  act.  Privateers  found  great 
favor  io  the  eyes  of  the  Court,^  and  the  passage  we 

1st  April.  1603.  aod  SBth  JsQuacy,  1631.  and  he  adds, 
that  tbe  decreet  of  the  9tfa  Aognst,  16S4,  and  2Sd 
October,  1637,  required  all  jpixsa  to  be  brought  into 
port  before  breaking  balk,  **tlka(  Hm  lepnblie  and 
others  might  not  be  defrauded  of  their  due  portioD  of 
the  riooder." 

*neal's  Histoi;  of  tbe  Puritans,  ch.  12.  White- 
locke  taja.  "  tbe;  graotwl  letters  of  marque  against  all 
such  as  bad  taken  op  aims  acainst  tbe  Parliament,  or 
aoisted  the  Irish  rebals.*'--jeMi0rial^  p.  70,  mot 
1M8. 

t  Joly  ID.  New  letters  of  inaiqae  granted  by  the 
States  against  the  Engjidi.  ISth  Aognst.  A  Dnicb 
private  man  of  war  taken  and  snok  bf  two  EngU^ 
ketches.— wa^efeefte,  pp.  639,  Ml,  and  see  jM^e* 
646,  647. 

}  This  may  be  inferred  from  tbe  treaty  made  be- 
twe«i  the  Dutch  and  Charles  II.  in  1674,  which  Poe- 
ttelhwait  IDiei.  Art.  Prinateer]  says  is  fit  to  be  a 
■tandari  to  all  aaiioaa."   The  imambU  nms  thus : 


are  about  to  foote  frtan  the  Life  of  Qamte  iS 
show  that  this  is  an  im|iortaDt  epoeli  in  ibeb 
tory  of  tbe  practice.   It  u  the  nuveianiikiUt,B 
it  is  from  the  pen  of  that  rirtoons  (^Bcdlotlui- 
self.   It  relates  to  the  period,  1664,  Then  ihtUt 
isters  of  Charles  II.  provoked  anew  wirviifatk 
Dutch,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  great  dtngod 
becoming  the  exclusive  masters  of  thetonwm 
"  It  was  resolved,  that  all  possible  euo■nJ^ 
ment  should  be  given  to  privateers,  ilui  ii,toii 
many  as  would  take  commissions  from  ibt  liiair 
ral  to  set  out  vessels  of  war,  as  they  eill  ih«,Ki 
take  prizes  from  the  enemy ;  which  no  uiidaii 
obligations  can  restrain  from  all  tbe  villinjih! 
can  act,  and  are  a  peo[de,  how  coobUudm 
soever,  or  thought  necessary,  that  do  briKua- 
avoidable  scandal,  and  it  is  to  be  fentd  i  tae 
upon  the  justest  war  that  was  ever  madraa 
Besides  the  faonible  scandal  and  clamor  ibitde 
class  of  men  brooght  upon  the  King  and  tbevbdt 
Government  for  defect  of  justice,  die  pjoto 
irtiiefa  resulted  from  thence  to  thejnblic,indis 
the  carrying  on  the  service,  is  mtspeakiUe.  AE 
seamen  run  to  them,  and  though  thtEinzK" 
assigned  an  amole  share  of  aU  prizes  takeo  V  ^ 
own  ships  to  toe  seamen,  over  and  above  ^ 
wages,  yet  there  was  a  great  difference  betno 
tbe  condition  of  the  one  and  the  other.  Isit 
Kug's  fieet  they  might  gain  weit,  bat  tbrrnn 
sure  of  blows;  nothing  could  be  gotlhaeviiitf 
fighting.   With  the  privateers  am  wis  m 
fighting.    They  took  all  who  cuuld  naktw 
resistance,  and  fled  from  all  who  were  iw*g 
for  them.   And  so  these  fellows  wet  itip 
well  muned,  when  tbe  King's  shipsvtttfla 
pelled  to  stay  many  days  for  want  of  sojw 
were  raised  by  pressing,  and  with  fHtv» 
ty."— p.242.   From  this  time  privaleenk>n)(B 
common  in  all  wars  between  maritime 
and  Gtovemments  have  endeavored, bf  t^ta* 
liberal  eneouragemmts,  to  increase  their  bvb 
and  whet  their  thirst  of  plunder.  At  iW^ 
time  the  evils  sufiered  from  them,  ui^l* 
complaints  of  neutrals,  have  caused  ranff^ 
dients  to  be  resorted  to  for  cheeking  tbdren^j 
while  their  use  has  been  condntied. 
increase  and  vrider  extent  of  commerce  ha"*^ 
to  the  opjiortuoities  and  the  temputions  for^ 
ing  rich  by  this  sort  of  authtnraed  riolewf:^ 
it  nas  hitherto  been  found  impossiUe  inF* 
any  effectual  restraints  upon  fbrc»  of  s>)!iff 
character,  and  called  into  action  hr 
unworthy  and  sordid.* 


"  and  whereat  the  masters  of  mcrdunt  Aip- 
likewise  the  marinars  and  paseeagwi,  do  w' 
suffer  many  cruelties  and  bamrona  wf* 
are  brought  under  the  power  of 
prises  in  tima  of  war,  the  takers  in  an  ndwaa 
ner  tormenting  thsm,  tfiereby  to  exleit  fti" 
BOch  confiMsions  as  they  would  have  to  b«  au^ 
agreed  that  both  his  Majes^  and  tbe  Lank  tlx  ^ 
General,  shall,  by  the  serereat  proclasisiiou' 
carts,  forUd  all  such  heiooas  and  inhanta  ow 
&0.   There  was  ao  article  with  Praaea  to  tb 
purport,  io  the  Tiea^  of  UtrechL  a 
*  Inunediatelj  after  the  war  of  1766  bad 
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From  this  historical  deduction,  it  appears,  lat. 
That  the  practice  of  privateering  is  truly  what  it 
has  been  called, "  a  reranant  of  the  ancieot  piracy," 
and  has  its  root  and  origin  in  the  generaf  license 
of  ploDdering,  which  we  justly  regard  as  the  viee 
of  a  barharoni  and  lawless  age.  2d.  That  the 
pohlie  eommissioiH,  under  which  it  is  now  carried 
on,  were  eipedienta  adopted  when  the  world  began 
toassame  a  more  t^ular  and  settled  form;  the 
first  step  towards  a  state  of  society  more  consistent 
with  reason  and  humanity.   3d.  That  at  first, 
letten  of  reprisals  anthorized  the  seizing  of  goods 
on  the  land,  as  well  as  at  sea.  *   4tb.  That  the 
first  notice  we  have  of  privateering  to  any  con- 
siderable extent,  is  the  measure  to  which,  in  the 
outset  of  the  war  of  the  Netherlands,  poverty  and 
revenge  drove  the  Prince  of  Orange;  and  that 
these  privateers  became  notorious  for  uieir  piratical 
depredations.   If,  before  that  it  was  practised  by 
the  Frraeh,  it  was  not  under  cirennutanees  more 
honorable,  nor  with  less  cruelty.  5th.  That  the 
practice  has  always  eontinued  to  answer  well  to 
Its  original ;  privateers  having  been,  in  earlierand 
later  times,  the    scoui^^  otneutral  commerce," 
a  continual  theme  of  complaint  to  neutral  Powen, 
the  causes  of  new  wars,  subjects  of  negotiation  in 
treaties,  and.of  frequent  restrictive  laws;  but  stilt 
eluding  all  attempts  to  put  a  stop  to  their  abuses, 
and  reverting  to  their  primitive  character. 

It  is  now  time  to  torn  our  attention  for  a  mo- 
ment to  the  practice  of  war  upon  land,  and  here 
we  are  at  once  struck  with  a  strange  difference  in 
conduct  and  opinions.  It  would  seem  that,  while 
we  have  been  growing  more  refined  and  generous 
in  hostilities  by  land,  we  have  certainly  not  im- 
proTed,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  have  even  become 
less  attentive  to  considerations  of  equity  and  hu- 
manity, in  our  maritime  warfare.  Weean  daim, 
ID  this  respect,  no  superiority  over  the  men  of  two 
eenturies  ago.  Like  them,  we  set  upon  the  peace- 
Tul  merchant  to  rob  him  of  his  property,  and  if 
:ho8e  to  whom  he  has  intrusted  it  defend  it  faith- 
ially)  we  suffer  no  tenderness  for  life  to  keep  us 
rom  our  booty.  On  the  land,  do  we  ever  hear  of 
in  honorable  commander's  delivering  up  to  pillage 
I  captured  city,  unless  induced  by  some  eztraor- 
linary  violation  of  the  rules  of  honorable  warfare 
n  the  enemy?  Does  he  ever  seize  tbemerchan- 
lise  of  the  inhabitants,  or  disturb  them  in  the  ez- 
rcise  of  their  trader  1  Why,  then,  on  the  sea 
hould  captured  shi{H  and  the  goods  they  are 
rei^ht^  with,  pursuing  peacefully  their  course, 
nd  engaged  in  the  useful  tnterchaoge  of  the  pro- 
ucts  of  difihrent  lands,  become  a  prey  to  the  rapa- 
[ous  cruiser?  The  most  that  is  allowed  upon  the 
ind,  is  the  exaction  of  a  tribnti^  and  erw  of  this 


i«  English  privBiMn  began  to  swarm  in  the  Channel, 
id  to  comndt  demedationa  upon  the  commeres  nk 
iendly  naiions.  The  Dutch  cMopIained,  and  in  17&9 
I  met  WIS  passed,  piohibiting  commissions  to  sn; 
■•sel  under  one  hundred  tont  burden  aad  forty  men. — 
•nolletV*  Contin,  voL  vi.  p.  Ifil— -394. 
*  See  latlen  granted  by  Edward  I.  ante,  p.  176,  and 
e  form  in  Rjmcr,  vol.  iv.  part  1.  p.  161,  French 
ition. 
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we  suspect  the  instances  are  becoming  rare,  and  it 
is  r^rded  as  somewhat  di^^ceftu.  But  even 
if  the  commander  of  an  invaduiff  army  forbears  to 
touch  any  property,  but  that  of  the  sovereign,  what 
should  we  say  if  hands  of  private  adventurers  were 
commissioned  to  enter  the  eneiny's  borders  to 
and  pillage  for  their  own  ptc&tl  Should  we  not 
regard  it  much  in  the  same  light  as  we  should  the 
use  of  poison,  or  assassination,  or  infernal  ma^ 
chines?* 

How,  then,  shall  we  reconcile  this  inconsistency  ? 
A  late  writer  has,  we  think,  given  the  true  account 
of  it.  The  jealousy  of  commerce  has  entered  much 
into  all  the  ware  between  maritime  countries  from 
the  time  of  Cromwell's  war  with  the  Dutch.  To 
exhaust  the  commercial  resources  of  the  enemr, 
and  so  to  cripple  his  trade,  that  be  may  not  be  able 
to  resume  it  upon  fair  terms  of  competition,  when 
peace  shall  be  restored,  has  been  one  of  the  olijects 
proposed  by  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerent 
rowers.  Privateors,  as  the  most  destructive  aa- 
sailants  of  commerce,  hare,  for  this  cause,  been 
encouraged  and  protected,  iind  the  exemptitm 
granted  upon  the  land  to  the  property  of  peaceful 
subjects  has  been  denied  at  sea.  "From  thence 
arises  that  striking  itteonclusiveness.t  [inconsis- 
tency) which  has  been  so  frequently  declaimed 
a^inst,  that  whilst  in  warn  on  the  continent,  the 
civilized  nations  of  Europe  (so  long  as  they  do 
not  betray  that  character)  endeavor  to  make  the 
burden  of  it  fall  as  lightly  as  possible  on  the  peacea- 
Ue  subjects  of  the  enemy,  and  that  they  respect 
their  property  in  consideration  of  a  contribution 
levied  by  authorizing  pillage  only  in  some  extra- 
ordinary cases,  the  oarbarous  practice  has  been 
retained,  in  maritime  wars,  of  depriving  hostile 
subjects  of  their  ships  and  their  cargoes  by  in- 
hibiting now,  almost  universally,  the  acc^tance 
of  a  ransom."  X — Muteu  on  Privateers^  p.  22. 

That  some  cause,  like  that  here  suggested,  has 
retarded  the  progress  of  civilization  in  the  customs 
of  maritime  war,  can  hardly  be  doubted,  when  we 
consider  how  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
writers,  ancient  and  modem,  have  declared  their 
disapprobation  of  the  practice  of  privateering.  To 
h^ia  with  Albericus  Qentilis,  who  was  professor 
oflaw  in  one  of  the  English  univenities,from  the 
year  1582  to  his  death  in  1608.  Privateers,  as  we 
have  seen,  had  then  first  b»an  to  be  used  to  any 
considerable  extent,  and  to  be  mognised  by  stipu- 


*  At  to  whtt  are  onlswfal  arms,  see  Martens,  Pr^ds 
du  Droit  das  Gens,  t.  ii.  p.  SAl,  and  also  m  to  the 
difference  in  the  roles  respecting  property  on  land  and 
•t  sea. 

t  We  copy  from  the  English  translation,  poblidiad 
in  1801. 

tit  appesTs  that  in  Holland,  by  an  edict  of  the  Ear! 
of  l<eieepter,  of  4th  April,  16R6,  all  oaptnrea,  whether 
by  land  or  sea,  were  bioagbt  before  one  tribanal,  and 
the  connsellora  of  the  StaUe  of  Holland  foimerly,  ai 
appears  from  their  ancient  ibrma  in  1B90,  adjudged 
upon  the  plooder  obtained  by  the  aoldiera  on  the  land. 
Bnt,  aays  Bynkershoek,  "I  do  not  find  thia  in  Uicir 
new  form,  4th  October,  1670,  nor  ia  it  observed  in 
{draetioe."— Quesf.  Jur.  Pub.  Ub.  i.  cap.  18. 
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Jatioiu  ID  treaties.*  Gmtilis,  in  his  book  jD»  AA- 
meatiim  Hitpattieaj  speaks  of  tbem  under  do  other 
Bune  than  "piiates,"  and  will  not  admit  them  to 
he  entitled  to  aaj  better  consideration.  Orotius 
■ays  it  is  worth  inquiring  how  far  the  right  of 
pnrate  captures  may  be  carried,  without  viouttiog 
internal  justice  or  coarity.  f  And  after  showing 
that,  by  the  law  of  nature,  no  injustice  is  dcHie  to 
the  enemy,  if  the  plunder  be  confined  to  a  compen- 
sation  for  the  injury  which  caused  the  war,  he 
adds  that,  "although  justice,  strictly  speaking, 
najr  not  be  violated,  yet  there  may  be  an  offence 
■gainst  that  moral  duty  which  consists  in  loving 
oioen,  as  by  the  law  of  Christianity  we  are  espe- 
eiaUr  emnnianded J  at  if  it  should  appear  that  such 
d^cedatioB  will  fall,  not  apm  the  hostile  eom- 
moBwealtb,  or  the  Boverdgn,  or  those  who  arc  in 
themselves  guilty,  but  upon  the  innocent,  and  that 
it  will  reduce  tbem  to  such  a  measure  of  distress 
as  it  would  not  be  lawful  for  us  to  inflict  even 
npon  our  private  debtors.  But  if.  in  addition  to 
this,  such  depredation  will  neither  oe  of  great  effect 
in  potting  an  end  to  the  war,  nor  in  cutting  <^  the 
enemy's  strength,  then,  indeed,  an  honest  man, 
and  more  especially  a  Christian,  will  scorn  to  profit 
by  the  calamity  of  the  times." — LSi.  3,  cAop,  xviii. 
i  4.  From  this  and  other  passages  of  Orotius  it 
cannot  be  doubted  in  what  light  ne  regarded  pti- 
Tateering  as  in  fact  carried  on.  We  have  already 
quoted  ue  opiiuon  of  Clarendon,  than  which  none 
oan  be  entitled  to  neater  respect.  The  tremiise  of 
BioUoy,  0$  Jure  MarUimOi  was  first  puhlisbed  in 
1676j  many  editions  have  been  pnutshed  since 
that  time,  and  its  rotation  is  deservedly  great 
"Most  certain,"  says  this  writer,  "these  sorts  of 
capers,  or  privateers,  being  instruments  found  out 
but  of  later  ages,  and  it  is  well  known  by  whom, 
it  were  wdl  they  were  restrained  by  consent  of 
all  princes ;  since  alt  good  men  account  tbem  but 
one  remove  from  pirates,  who,  without  any  respect 
to  the  cause,  or  having  any  injury  done  them,  or 
so  much  as  nired  for  the  service,  spoil  men  and 
goods,  making  even  a  trade  and  callins  of  it, 
amidst  the  calamities  of  war." — Book  I.  atop.  iii. 
§  15.  The  compilation,  entitled  "Sea Laws,"  was 
published  early  10  the  last  century.  We  find  in  it 
this  passage :  "  Our  laws  take  not  much  notice  of 
these  privateos,  because  the  manner  of  warring  is 
new  and  not  vot  honoraUe,  but  the  diligence  of 
our  enemies  in  this  |dratical  way  oUiges  us  to  be 
also  as  diligent  for  the  preservaUon  of  our  com- 
merce.**— ^p.  472.   So  Beawes,  whose  Lex  Merca- 


*  Bynkershoek,  Q.  J.  P.  lib.  i,  cap.  18,  seems  to 
rsftr  ths  origin  of  piivsteering  to  the  war  of  the  United 
PiOTinces  wiUi  Spuo,  for  be  meDtiona  no  earlier  in- 
stance. "Olim  in  Belfio  fodersto  ftaerant  prirati, 
qui  ipsi  naves  bellicas  exereriiant,  qnibaaqua,  |H»ter 
piMnia,  SI  eaptts  ct  reeaperatis  naribns  ledaets.  ez 
publieo  mnrio  numersbatttr  eerta  peennia  pro  modo 
•zpensaroni,  et  pro  modo  tempoiii,  quo  operam  belli- 
cam  pnastebant.  Ills  nates  priTatomm  diwbontar 
SSruynera,  usque  adversufl  Hivpaoos  cam  maxime  usi 
rant  Ordinea  Oenerales." 

t  *'  Id  TSro  qaatenae  procedat,  iliasa  jaatitia  interna 
•t  eharhate,  non  immoiito  qaNritBr."-~Ui.  8.  cop 
zvULSS. 


toria  was  compiled  in  1750,  "The  w  tf  dat 
sort  of  ressda  we  were  taught  fay  oar  ni^ha 
and  obliged  by  their  oample  to  eacem^cihti,* 
dte.— p.  207.  Loecenivs,  who  wu  pcouni  s 
Upsal  in  1670,  seems,  like  Qentili^  to  Wkam 
no  distinction  between  privateoing  and  pina 
His  words  are,  "  When  a  naval  war  ii  mioii 
ble,  it  is  far  better  to  assail  the  eneooy  vith  dons 
tic  levies  or  hired  marines,  under  omcniniil^ 
cipline,  or  to  depend  on  toe  aid  of  all)a,ituKi 
give  license  to  pirates,  the  vilest  of  muibi.iW 
once  authorized  to  plnnder,8oon  fonetaUietuM, 
and  spare  not  even  friends,  nOTt£ote  who  bit 
never  iiuoied  than  or  their  aa^Ofea!*  Uit 
come  dorwn  to  more  moden  timsfc  wiUlk 
Uyt  andOaUianitsaHwrtingthejiiiiKiilff 
podioicy  of  exempting  nnameice  Inm  Aedn- 
ities  of  war.  But  ee^daUy  Liagwt,  vhatsq 
we  would  quote  entire,  if  it  were  pomilt,kii» 
posed,  in  tbie  clearest  manner,  tbetbiDtdenia- 
diction  in  practice,  to  which  we  fasTeal^aifI^ 
ferred.^  "  It  is,"  to  use  his  wwds, "  ooe  umhi 
thousand  proou  of  the  confiision,biitaniiiLUc 
extravagance  of  all  our  principles,  of  ennsA 
Whmce  comes  this  difference  betwfeDflwtstK 
armies,  squadrons  and  rcgimeiUs,cotsiiistt'lii^ 
aars  ?"  He  thus  concludes  a  gjoving  teoips 
of  the  circumstances  which  pcineiiiBr  ■ 
character  to  privateering :  "Itiseowiiuf,Kr- 
object  is  to  attack  the  unarmed;  it  ii  owkI"' 
it  has  no  other  principle  than  a  base  ^-^^ 
it  is  barbwcoas,  for  the  dying  taotbuteft 
compelled  toauunit  by  murdenus  bnsMs;*^ 
is  it  uneommon  for  a  part  of  tbecrew,itikBr 
ment  of  striking  the  Sag,  to  be  slaue^tn^^ 
balls  that  brought  the  order  for  stiikiif  '  -» 
tens  has  expr»sed  himself  in  langmpH*^ 
clear  and  decisive.  "  Olory  and  dun  n^O"'' 
cer  to  fight  the  enemy,  whenever  i«  iiwff 
his  sovereign  is  concerned,  and  hoiwuu''^' 
reward  for  nis  labors  and  his  dangm;  A'o^^ 
with  the  privateer.  IndiSeroit  to  tbe  ftu  «  * 
war,  and  often  of  his  countryj  he  has  no  - 
ducement  but  the  love  of  gain,  no  otber 
pense  but  his  captures  and  the  prizes  cnIshI' 
the  Slate  on  his  privileged  piracies.  'Ij''^ 
age  individuals  to  fit  out  privateers  at 
expense^  it  is  necessary  to  |»esent  them  tbtu^ 
ment  of  a  rich  booty,  and,  by  procribingv'l 
moderation,  which  ther  are  fuUy  detenuMi' 
to  observe,  not  to  intimidate  them  by  iaift^ 
themtoomwiy  tes^ctions.^'^Sl 
of  Dr.  Frmnklin  we  ahail  have  oeet«itsio^ 


*  "  Bed  et  si  belli  maritimi  neceuhu  ioff^, 
pnestat  delectie  domeatiels,  aut  miKtlbu  nUK"^' 
cenaiiis,  qui  sob  Anet  ct  diad^ias  Atptit 
rum  ope,  qoam  eolluvia  peadmonim  honioiM' 
adversos  hoatee  nti,  qui  Boentiaaiqpiiliss^*^ 
cile  prssTriptos  fines  axceduntt  at  h  fdiw* 
aut  aHis,  •  qaibns  vel  ipei,  val  com  V^?7f 
lesi  sunt,  paroaat."— i>e  Jwrt  Mar.^Jf^*-'^ 
iii.  §  4. 

t  Droit  Pabliqoc,  tome  S,  cap.  xn. 
i  Lib.  1,  c^p.  10. 

$8ee  thia  aUe  paper  in  Aanabs  FslHil*'' 

p.  618. 
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hereafter.  The  apologists  of  prirateeriog  have, 
We  hetiere,  rested  its  defence  on  the  sanction  giren 
to  it  by  law,  and  have  contented  themselves  with 
showing  that  there  is  a  real  and  sabstantial  dis- 
tioctioQ  between  privateers  and  pirates.  Azuni, 
one  of  the  latest  and  most  distingaished  of  these 
apologists,  after  mentioning  the  opiai<MBs  of  Oal- 
Uani  and  Mably,  adds,  that  he  respects  their  opin- 
loD,  and  would  adopt  it  "if  he  werespealEingas 
a  mere  philos(ndier." 

It  is  wonder ibi,  when  we  consider  how  much 
the  commerce  of  neotrals  has  buffered  from  priva- 
teers, that  more  frequent  efforts  have  not  been 
made  to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  by  the  general 
eoBsent  of  nations.  Our  own  history  fhniisbes, 
indeed,  a  fact  which  cannot  fail  to  gratify  the 
fedings  of  an  American.  "  As  earlv,^'^  says  the 
Memorial  before  us,  "  as  1785,  the  celebrated  phi- 
losopher, Dr.  Franklin,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  ob- 
served that  the '  United  States,  though  better  situ- 
ated than  any  other  nation  to  profit  bjr  privateer- 
ing, are,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  endeavoring  to 
alwlish  the  practice,  by  offering,  in  alt  their  trea- 
ties with  other  Powen,  an  article  engaging  sol- 
enmly  4hat,  in  can  of  a  fotnre  war,  no  privateer 
aliaU  he  eommimmed  on  either  ^dc^  and  that  tm- 
anned  noohaiit  riiips  on  bMh  sides  shall  pursue 
tlKir  royages  tmnudested.'" — Page  6.*  It  was 
seeordinpy  stipulated  in  the  twenty-third  article 
of  the  treaty  with  Prussia,  in  1785^  as  follows : 

"And  all  merchant  and  trading  vnaris  em- 
ployed in  exchanging  the  products  of  different 
places,  and  thereby  rendering  the  necessaries,  con- 
Teoiences,  and  comforts  of  human  life  more  easy 
to  he  obtained,  and  more  general,  shall  be  allowed 
to  pass  free  and  unmol^ed ;  and  neither  of  the 
contraetiag  Powers  shall  grant  or  issue  any  oom- 
mission  to  any  private  armed  vessels,  empowering 
tliem  to  take  or  destroy  soeh  trading  veesels,  or 
ixitemipt  sttch  commerce." 

Marttost  has  taken  notice  of  this  article,  ad- 
dUng  that  this  "example,  worthy  of  imitation,  has 
not  been  hithnto  flawed  by  other  States."  Doe- 
tor  Franklin,  to  whom,  doubtless,  the  credit  of  this 
humane  scheme  belong,  has  elsiewhere  expressed 
his  opinion  in  onphatic  terms.  The  author  of  the 
Appnl,  mentioned  at  the  head  of  this  article, 
quotes  a  jnssage  fran  the  propositions  relative  to 
privateenng,  communicated  by  Doctor  Franklin 
to  Mr.  Oswald,  January  14,  1783,  in  which  the 
principal  reasons  of  policy  for  abolishing  the  prac- 
tice are  forcibly  stated. 

"  It  is  for  the  interest  of  humanity  in  general 
that  the  occasions  of  war,  and  the  inducemencs  to 
it,  should  be  diminished.  If  rapine  is  abolished, 
one  of  the  eucoongements  to  war  is  taken  away, 
and  peace,  therefore,  more  likely  to  continue  and 


*  Letter  to  B.  Vtughsn,  Esq.  Franklin's  woAs, 
vol.  ii,  p.  448. 

t  Essay  on  Privateers,  p.  31,  note.  The  only  in- 
fltaoce  of  a  similar  attempt,  mentioned  by  him,  is  that 
of  the  agreement  between  Sweden  and  the  United 
Provinces,  when  at  war  Id  1676,  that  neither  they  nor 
their  allies  should  make  use  of  prtvatsers,  bat  the 
agreement  wis  not  performed. 


be  lasting.  The  practice  of  robbing  merchants 
on  the  high  seas,  a  remnant  of  the  ancient  piracy, 
though  it  may  be  accidentally  beneficial  to  par- 
ticular persons,  is  far  from  being  profiltable  to  tdl 
engaged  in  it,  or  to  the  nation  that  authorizes  it 
In  the  beginning  of  a  war  some  rich  ships,  net 
open  their  guari^  are  surprised  and  taken.  TUs 
encourages  the  first  advoitnien  to  fit  out  more 
armed  vessels,  and  many  othera  to  do  the  same. 
But  the  enemy,  at  the  same  time,  become  more 
careful,  arm  their  merchant  ships  better,  and  ren- 
der them  not  so  easy  to  be  taken ;  they  go  also 
more  under  the  protection  of  convoys;  thus,  while 
the  privateers  to  take  them  are  multiplied,  the  Ves- 
sels subject  to  be  taken,  and  the  chances  of  profit, 
are  diminished,  so  that  maov  cruises  are  made 
whmin  'the  ecpenses  overgo  the  gains ;  and,  as  is 
the  case  in  other  lotteries,  though  particulars  have 
got  pri^,  the  mass  of  adventurers  are  losers,  the 
whole  expense  of  fitting  out  all  the  privateers,  du- 
ring a  war,  being  much  greater  than  the  whole 
amount  of  goods  taken.  Then  there  is  the  na- 
ti<Hial  loss  of  all  the  labor  of  ao  many  mea  during 
the  time  they  have  foeaa  employed  in  robbiiig, 
who,  besides  spending  wlnt  they  get  in  riot, 
drunkenness,  anid  debauchery,  lose  their  hahita  of 
industry,  are  rardy  fit  for  any  sober  besineas  afln 
peace,  and  serve  only  to  increase  the  number  of 
highwaymen  and  housebreakers.  Evan  the  un- 
dertaken, who  have  been  fortunate,  are,  by  suddoa 
wealth,  led  into  expensive  Uviag;  the  habit  of 
which  ccmtiouee  when  the  means  of  supporting  it 
cease,  and  finally  ruins  them ;  a  jast  punishment 
for  their  having  wantonly  and  unfeelingly  ruined 
many  honest,  innocent  traders  and  families,  whose 
subsistence  was  obtained  in  serving  the  common 
interest  of  mankind." 

And  in  a  letter  to  David  Hartley,  Esq.,  May  8, 
1783— 

"  I  do  not  wish  to  see  a  new  Barbary  rising  in 
America,  and  our  h>iig|«xtended  coast  occupjied 
by  piratical  States.  I  tear  lest  onr  prirateaiog 
sueeeeB  in  the  two  last  wars  dumld  already  have 
given  our  people  too  strong  a  relish  for  that  moet 
mischievous  kmd  of  gaming  mixed  with  Uood." — 
PrivaU  Comapondencey  p.  5^.    Appeal,  p.  9. 

The  motives  for  abolishing  this  practice  are  ao 
many  that  we  hardly  know  where  to  begin  stating 
them.  If  it  were  not  in  itself  unjust  and  immo- 
ral, we  would  urge  upon  nations  its  inconsistency 
even  with  an  enlightened  policy ;  we  would  show 
that  it  oan  never  be  productive  of  any  real  advui- 
tage  to  either  party  m  the  war ;  we  would  call  to 
mind  the  many  seamen  who  are  thrown  by  it  into 
prisons,  and  thus  taken  from  the  service  of  their 
country ;  *  we  would  speak  of  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
cut  ing  sailors  to  man  the  fleets,  or  defend  the  coasts 
from  uvasion.  when  they  are  lured  by  the  iuqteof 
plundn  to  emnark  in  long  and  distant  cruises ;  we 


*  It  if  said  that,  at  die  close  of  the  war  ending  bv 
the  peace  of  Amiena  in  1801,  there  were  30,000  French 
eailora  in  Engliah  priaona.  (Boanemant's  D'Abrea, 
note,  page  ST.)  It  is  well  known  what  nambers  of 
onr  seamen  were  thus  lost  to  oa  &r  the  time  in 
lata  war  with  England. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1767 


APPENDIX. 


1768 


JffUoation  to  aboluh  PnoaUmmg. 


woald  insist  upon  tbe  disconra^emeot  of  the  na- 
Tai  serrice  bj  the  higher  privileges  which  are 

S anted  to  privateers;  we  would  bring  into  view 
e  loss  of  life,  and  the  distress  and  poverty  brought 
upon  the  families  of  seamen ;  we  would  aslc  for  an 
instance  in  which  privateers  can  be  fairly  said  to 
hare  given  essential  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  or  to  have  produced  any  serious  impression 
apou  the  enemy's  resources  and  strength}  we 
would  refer  to  the  Ul-wiU  and  jealoosy  excited  in 
nentnl  nations  by  the  vexation  to  which  their 
commerce  is  exposed,  from  the  eagerness  of  these 
maraudera,  and  their  unwillingness  to  return  from 
a  cmise  without  some  evidence  of  vigilance  and 
success.  LastlVi  we  would  leave  it  to  history  to 
decide,  and  challenge  the  experience  of  every  na- 
tion,  that  has  employed  privateers  in  war,  whether, 
on  the  whole,  the  national  stren^h  has  not  been 
impaired,  and  its  resources  diminished,  by  thb  ex- 
pense of  its  treasure  and  force  in  the  pursuit  of 
pillage.* 

Let  these  considerations  be  duly  weighed  by 
those,  who  allow  of  no  rale  for  the  conduct  of 
nations,  but  the  greater  or  less  profit  to  themselves, 
or  injury  to  their  enemies,  which  this  conduct 
may  seem  likely  to  produce.  Let  them  reflect 
upon  the  words  of  Franklin,  and  remembn  that 
his  opinion  and  his  remarks  were  founded  on  ex- 
perience acquired  in  a  war,  in  which  perhaps,  if 
ever,  privateering  was  a  powerful  means  oi  an- 
noyance in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  parties.  With 
those,  who  believe  that  the  true  interests  of  a  na- 
tkm  ean  never  be  separated  from  a  strict  regard 
to  rdigion  and  moral  duty,  there  are  other  argu- 
ments of  greata  wesght,  than  any  which  termin- 
ate in  mere  pcdicy.  With  them  it  is  enough  to 
determine  any  action  to  be  impolitic,  to  know  that 
it  iauijaat. 

What  judgment,  th«i,  must  we  pass  upon  {hi- 
vateering,  if  we  test  it  oy  the  rales  of  a  sound 
morality  ?  We  ask  not,  what  will  he  its  fate  if 
jndged  of  by  the  high  dictates  of  high  and  honor- 
able feeling,  of  that  elevated  morality,  which  rises 
far  above  the  ordinary  sense  of  right  and  wrong, 
as  it  is  found  in  the  mass  of  men ;  we  ask  not  that 
it  should  be  condemned  or  absolved  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  nice  and  scrapulous  conscience;  we 
are  ready  to  put  the  question  fairly  to  the  grossest 
and  least  reflecting  of  mankind,  be  they  only  hon- 
est and  unperverted ;  and  we  doubt  not,  that  when 
brought  to  view  the  subject  in  its  proper  light, 
stripped  of  the  cloak  which  law  and  custom  may 
have  lent  to  it,  the  most  uncultivated  conscience 
will  proiiomice  it  nnjast  and  disgraceful  to  grow 
rieh  upon  the  sikhIs  of  the  innocent,  to  gather  hy 
violeuee  the  fruits  of  another's  industry.  If  apon 
die  bre^Dg  oat  of  a  war,  every  debtor  should  be 
declared  reuased  from  debts  due  to  the  subjects  of 
the  hoetile  Btat^  woald  that  man  be  thought  to 
poeaess  common  honesty,  who  would  prcmt  by 


*  The  Frendi  editor  of  D'Abren*s  treatise  on  Priie 
Law  hss  strongly  azprened  the  o^nion  that  It  is  a 
mistake  to  ssoritM  great  efficacy  to  privateers  in  war. 
Bn  note,  p.  S7,  BsonemaBt's  Iraoslalion. 


such  an  advantage  %  Bat  how  lODeh  idbr 
pahle  is  the  injustice  of  attacking,  ud  Ir^ 
away  as  prize,  the  property  of  tEat  e&tmy.iot 
found  in  our  own  tmitory,  but  upon  tlie  dou, 
the  common  highway  of  nations  1  Let  it  do, 
then,  be  said  that  the  law  of  war  hts  mi^  ii 
yours,  and  annulled  tbe  rights  of  its  fonocr  pot 
sessor.  This  law  is  not  the  law  of  reaau  or  ta- 
science.  It  is  a  custom  which  has  gnu  out 
the  selfish  and  rerengeful  pasww  ofBtB,u^ 
has  been  handed  down  fnmi  age  to  «ge,nttmi| 
now  and  then  some  mitigations,  1^  vUckiikit 
approached  nearer  to  what  isndudtoiniaMl 
nature,  but  still  it  is  founded  in  vit^eow.udtidT 
one  of  tbe  few  remains  of  the  right  of  tk  itioii|- 
est  Grant  that  war  is  not  in  itsdf  uol»i4 
Yet,  in  a  ruder  age  than  the  presoit,  ii  vu  ail 
by  one,  who  admitted  the  fawftdaca  of  nci 
'militare  non  est  ddictum,  sed  {noptopiiki 
militare,  peccatum  est.**  Of  tbe  justneaitf  tb 
distinction,  who  can  doubt  1  It  is  the  nuniTt 
which  determines  the  character  of  Ibe  aeu. 
And  what  motive  has  the  piivaleaana  hi 
plunder  ?t 

Let  us  once  more  try  this  question  bj  tbt  rb- 
ciples  of  national  law,  as  they  are  stated  bf 
tius  and  others,  whose  works  are  of  ackunt 
edged  authority.  It  is  in  the  first  [^m  to  beit 
served,  that  there  is  no  pretence  of  JutiK  u^- 
port  the  practice  of  capturing  private  Wf^^, 
war,  but  what  is  founded  on  one  ot  tneoikfii: 
die  following  princiidea:  1.  That  the  wnaf<» 
extends  to  every  snqject  of  the  injured  SaKw 
vests  in  him  the  same  rights,  as  if  thtt  vn^ 
were  personal,  and  that  everjr  subject  of  Aett*- 
ing  State  is  equally  responubte  in  penoinJp*' 

Srty  for  the  injury  done  by  bis  OovefDBnl|ttt 
low-subject,  as  if  he  were  posooaSr 
2.  That  each  party  in  the  war  is  to  be  ta»sm 
as  it  respects  other  nations,  to  have  a  just 
war.  3.  That  the  war  b^g  just,eretTsiili«i 
having  the  authority  of  his  (j^vemment,  nun*' 
sue  tbe  enemy  in  all  tbe  modes  of  lawfol  «in"< 


*  8t.  AagusUn.  Canon.  Mililsn,  59, 1.  "Iii' 
a  crime  to  war,  but  to  wsr  for  plonder  ii  i^ii^' 

t  In  tbe  letter  before  qaoted  of  Dr.  FruUaUl 
VaugbsD,  Esq.,  (Works,  toI.  iL  p.  448.)  w  i«  » 
stances  of  the  judgment  of  m  impsrtiil  cdkooi 
upon  this  subject:  one  of  a  Quaker  genlleau^* 
was  part  owner  of  a  ship,  which  thi  oiber  e*^ 
thought  proper  to  fit  out  as  a  lettw  of  av\*  d 
whki  to<Nt  several  Freadi  priaes.  He  tMUi* 
of  booty,  bat  employed  an  ^ent  to  fiad  oal 
tboment  who  ware  the  sufleren^  that  he  migii^l 
what  had  come  to  him.  The  other  ii  of  tlx  ^! 
preebyteriaos,  who,  boob  after  the  refbrmiiM*-'' 
an  ortlinance  of  tbe  town  council  of  Ediabsr^*^' 
is  extant,  "forbidding  the  parcbaaa  of  pB*  fX* 
under  pain  of  losing  the  freedom  of  his  biigli  ^ 
with  other  ponisbaiant  at  the  will  of  die  mi(i^ 
tbe  practice  of  making  prizes  being  ^'^/^ 
consdeoee,  and  the  rale  of  treating  Chnitiaii''|^ 
as  we  would  wish  tit  be  treated  ;  and  such  . 
not  to  be  sold  by  any  Christian  mcB  witbia  ibi<^  { 
This,  it  will  be  remarked,  extends  to  all  ff^  \ 
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if  he  do  it  at  hia  own  expense,  may  acquire  pro- 
jNTtjr  to  his  own  use.* 

But  it  is  not,  nor  was  it  in  the  age  of  Grotius, 
jvetoided.  that  the  right  orer  the  person  and  pro- 
perty of  the  eaaaj  is  unlimited.  And,  if  we  mis- 
taJ[e  not,  theM  limitations  will  be  found  to  be 
established  as  part  of  the  national  code :  1.  That 
the  right  to  kill  is  limited  to  cases  of  extreme  ne- 
eessity,  for  the  presemtion  of  life  and  property, 
"and  eren  this  last,"  says  Grotias,  "  to  pat  men 
to  death  for  the  sake  of  perishaUe  and  uncertain 
possessions,  thoogh  in  stnctness  it  may  stand  with 
justice,  is  irreconcilable  with  the  law  of  charity." 
2.  That  even  in  a  lost  war,  if  more  is  taken  than 
an  equivalent  for  the  debt,  or  the  injury  is  either 
onjost,  or  else  it  is  to  be  kept  by  way  of  pledge  or 
security,  without  any  change  of  property,  and  to 
be  restored  when  justice  has  been  obtained.  Grot. 
'/&>.  3.  eaj>.  xiii.  §  1.  3.  That  certain  classes  of 
Mrsons,  among  whom  are  cultivators  of  the  earth 
ind  nmAont*,  are  to  be  spared. — lAb.  3.  eao.  xi. 
i  10.  and  Mp.  xiii.  §  4.  4.  That  where  the  object 
tf  war  is  to  obtain  restitution  of  what  belongs  to  us, 
ill  the  Notjeets  are  to  be  eonndend  as  sureties  one 
or  another ;  but  where  the  obieet  is  to  punish, 
lone  bat  the  magistrates,  who  bare  refused  to  in- 
iet  punishment  themselr^  and  actiuil  offoiden, 
an  justly  be  made  to  sumer. — L3>.  3.  cap.  xiii. 
1.  5.  That  the  right  of  recourse  to  the  goods  of 
le  innocent  is  only  subsidiary,  and  humanity  re- 
nires  that  we  should  not  make  use  of  it  as  long  as 
lere  is  a  hope  of  obtaining  justice  without  it — LQ). 
.  cap.  xiii.  \  4.  6.  That  we  hare  no  right  to  lay 
aste  or  destroy,  unless  with  the  design  and  rea- 
dable hope  of  thereby  promoting  I>eace :  and 
lat  if  the  same  purpose  can  be  otherwise  effected, 
e  hare  no  longer  this  rtght.t 
Now  all  these  principles  are  violated  by  the 
actice  ofmivateering }  it  assumes  a  right  to  kill, 
)t  for  deiendin^,  but  to  obtain  property :  it  has 
)  rejgard  to  the  injury  done,  but  seizes  wbaterer 
Us  tn  its  way,  and  that,  not  for  the  use  of  those 
!io  may  hare  suff^ed  from  the  depredations  of 
e  enemy,  Imt  for  the  profit  of  those  concerned  in 
acruise:  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  restitution,  but 
kes  with  no  other  intoit  then  to  enjoy  a  pUtimt 
ninium  over  the  thing  taken,  be  its  value  ever 
great }  it  spares  no  class,  much  less  the  mer- 
iut,  against  whom  all  its  attacks  are  directed  ; 
-egarcls  all  the  enemy's  subjects  as  game  to  be 
ited,  without  any  concern,  who  may  have  been 
authors  of  the  war ;  it  hears  to  no  distinctions 
ween  the  innocent  and  guilty,  debtors  and  sure- 
i.  primary  or  subsidiary  rights ;  it  understands 
ikiDgj  but  that  as  much  wealth  is  to  be  gotten 
TOSkoe  with  impunity. 

t  woold  be  easy  to  enlarse  upon  some  of  these 
ics,  but  the  unexpected  Intgth  of  this  article 
:g:es  us  to  abridge  the  argument.  The  djstinfr- 
1  between  those  who  bear  arms  and  those  who 

Grotias,  lib.  9.  cap.  vi.  Pnffendorf,  lib.  8.  cap.  vi. 
Jure  Nat.  et  GeaL  lib.  S.  cap.  xvL  §  10.  «t  seq. 
Officio  Horn.  &.C  Mutent,  Droit  des  Gens,  Uv.  8. 
>.  ill. 

Martens,  PrAds,  dtc,  tome  ii  p.  849. 


are  engaged  in  peaceful  occupations,  and  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  latter  are  to  suffer  no  more  of  the 
evils  af  the  war  than  may  be  absolutely  tmavoid- 
able,  are  now  universally  recc^ised.  It  is  only 
in  maritime  warfare  that  they  are  not  adopted  in 
l>ractice.  The  exemption,  as  it  prevaik  in  nostili- 
ties  by  land,  comprehends  all  tnose  whose  occu- 
pations are  of  a  {waceful  sort :  "  quorum  qiuestns 
paeem  amat,  non  ])ellum."  It  extends,  of  course, 
to  those  whose  business  it  is  to  suj^ly,  by  a  mutual 
interchange, thewautsofdifferentcoontries.  How 
it  should  happen  that,  the  moment  the  merchant 
embarks  his  property  upon  the  ocean — the  mi>> 
ment  he  befj^ins  to  exercise  his  trade  in  the  rerr 
way  in  which  it  yields  most  benefit  to  the  world, 
he  loses  the  protection  of  all  laws,  and  meets  the 
same  treatment,  as  to  his  property,  with  the  pirate, 
whose  ship  is  loaded  wini  the  ^ins  of  violence 
and  treachery,  is  indeed  unaccountable  upon  any 
supposition  consistent  with  fairness  and  equity. 
"  The  canon,''  says  Grotius,  in  enumerating  the  ex* 
empted  classes,  "adds  also  merchants ;  not  merely 
those  who  hare  a  temporarr  residence  in  the  ene* 
my's  country,  but  those  wno  owe  him  perpetual 
allegiance,  'namethorumritaabannisalienaest."* 
Many  of  the  oinnions  we  hare  quoted  go  to  the  en- 
tire neutrality  of  commerce;  and  this  would  be  only 
extendingtoUieseathehununeprincipIeslongNnce 
adopted  on  the  land.  The  article  already  cited 
from  otu  treaty  with  Prussia  has  been  understood 
as  giriivg  protection  acainst  public  as  well  as  pri- 
vate ships.*  Many  of  the  evils  connected  with 
privateering  are  equally  to  be  feared  from  puUie 
captures ;  the  ^ects  upon  the  habits  end  morals 
of  seamen  will  be  nearly  the  same ;  the  cruelty 
and  injustice  are  the  same.  A  French  writer,  of 
'  the  year  1744^  has  asked  "  would  it  not,  then,  be 
possible  to  revive  the  ancient  custom  of  commer- 
cial traces,  and  to  make  war  without  involving  in 

it  commerce  and  mercantile  navigation  ?t"  It  may 
be  objected  that,  the  greater  the  snflFerin^  con~ 
nected  with  wars  the  less  ready  wHl  nations  be 
to  enter  into  them,  and  the  sooner  will  they  be 
disposed  to  return  to  a  state  of  peace.  But  surely 
die  experioice  of  the  world  is  against  this.  Wan 
were  not  less  frequent,  nor  less  obstinate,  when  it 
was  thought  lawful  to  enslave  prisoners,  to  sack 
towns,  and  to  put  to  the  sword  a  garrison  which 
defended  itself^  to  the  last  extremity.  The  argu- 
ment would  justify  every  degree  of  cruelty;  it 
would  justify  the  poisoning  oT  streams,  and  the 
employment  of  assassins;  it  would  introduce  a 
law  no  better  than  that  oi  the  Mohawks.  But  if 
to  make  prize  of  the  i>ropertr  of  the  innocent  is  in 
itself  opposed  to  equity  and  good  conscience,  it 
desores  a  dooUe  reproach  when  it  is  allowed  to 
be  done  by  privateers.  Powers,  in  their  nature 
oppressive,  ought  not  to  be  committed  to  instni- 
mrats  so  certain  to  make  thou  more  odious  by 
abuse4  A  Russian  treaty,  of  1801,§  prohitats  to 


*  Mart«ns,  PjioMt  &c,  tome  3,  p.  363,  note, 
-f  Gzamen  ds  I'Enai  anr  U  Marine,  p.  181. 
^  Jos  hoc  mutandi  per  vim  dominii  odionus  est, 
qatm  atproduci  debeat. — Orotiut,  lib.  3,  cap  6,  sec.  S. 
S  CiHivenlwn  with  O*  Britain,  June  17,  ISOl,  art  4. 
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dorcMToy.  Tlua  COMB  ■omeputoi  the  evii,  and 
it  Bhinn  tae  U^t  ia  vfaiob  pnnieen  an  Tieind. 
9nt  the  aame  reaicHi  should  induce  the  entin  sap* 
picauea  of  them. 

Ia  all  that  ve  hare  hitherto  said,  we  have  gone 
Vfom  the  su^qKMitioa  that  there  is  a  jnst  cause  of 
-war.  But,  id  every  war,  on»  party  w  the  other 
must  be  fighting  in  support  of  an  UDjust  cause. 
ToriUe,  iodeed,  is  the  guilt  of  the  suiiject  who, 
with  DO  other  end  than  jMrirategain,  attacks,  kills, 
uid  robs  the  enoany,  if,  in  dmsg  tJus,  be  is  at  the 
same  tinie  abeUing  injustice  and  fraud.  Qrotius 
holds  to.  compete  restitution  erery  general  and 
soldier,  who,  in  an  unjust  war,  haa  aaiasted  in  the 
work  of  destruedon. — Lih.  3,  cap.  10,  sec  3, 
Who,  then,  in  ajay  war,  oaa  feel  ao  assured  that 
his  oountry  ia  in  do  raspeot  ehaisnble  with  ia^n- 
tioe  or  rashness  as  to  be  willing,  for  the  sake  of 
jpAunder  to  ineor  the  hward  oT ao  {pcat  a  guilt  ? 
what  GoTerament  ean  be  exoiaed  m  Mcoaiaging 
its  nibjeets  to  put  thdv  integrity  to  so  perikms  a 
tria^  1  And  if  taere  is  guilt  in  fighting  for  a  oause 
il4iioh  we  know  to  be  n^jast,  is  that  not  ako 
gt^t  in  plnndwng  in  om  which  we  are  not  sure 
ujost? 

We  had  sonethisg  to  say  of  the  effects  of  {vi- 
vaMenog  upon  the  morals  of  the  community^  and 
more  especially  of  seamen ;  of  the  taste  which  it 

STcs  for  viid^e  and  bloodshed;  of  its  breaking 
•wa  the  barriers  by  which  propoty  is  defended ; 
of  its  taideucy  to  uinihilate  the  distinetioa  of 
mine  and  thine.  But  these  oonseiiuences  are  too 
ohvioas,  and  haTe  been  poved  by  too  recent  expe- 
nciic^  to  need  that  we  should  labor  to  enfwce 
then.  They  spring  up  in  oar  path ;  they  meet 
aor  view  wherever  we  go;  the  land  and  the  sea 
fivth  their  reports  of  murders  aod  piracies, 
and  daring  roUieriea,  as  if  the  outcaets  of  aoeirty 
bail  become  emulous  of  ^lorv,  and  resolved  to  hide 
the  disgrace  in  the  magnitode  and  boldness  of  their 
fflrimee. 

It  is  the  laudable  purpose  of  the  writer  of  the 
Ajppeal  to  call  the  attention  of  th«  proper  author- 
itiea  in  the  United  States  to  the  numbczless  depre- 
dations committed  upon  the  ocean  by  ships  fitted 
out  ia  our  own  poirts,  and  sometimes,  it  is  to  be 
feared)  by  our  own  citizens.  He  has  diligoitly 
colleeted  the  statements  of  writers  on  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  the  provtN<His  of  the  British  and 
French  laws  in  relatioa  to  piracies,  and  the  ae- 
o^ting  of  commiaiions  from  Ibreigii  Powers ;  and 
he  haie  reviewed  our  own  laws  for  preventiBg 
annaments  ^gainst  nations  at  peace  irith  us,  point- 
ad  oat  their  msafficiency,  and  endeavored  to  awa- 
ken attention  to  the  importance  of  new  restcainta 
and  prohibitioDs,  and  a  more  vigilant  and  tlwrough 
eateutioD  of  those  already  existing.  For  all  this 
he  deaaves  the  thanks  of  the  public  What- 
ever  may  be  thought  of  cruising  against  the  ene- 
mies of  our  own  country,  there  are  few,  we  trust, 
who  will  not  agree  with  Vattel,  "  that  for  stran- 
gers it  is  a  shameful  trade  to  take  commissions 
uom  a  foreign  Government,  for  cniiung  against  a 
nation  perfectly  innocent  in  regard  to  them.  The 
th^  for  gold  IS  their  only  motive ;  and.  die  oom- , 


mission  they  receive,  however  it  w»j  mnM 
from  punishment  cannot  wipe  offnarii^'' 
It  is  agreed  by  all  natioaa  tut  a  awttflnW 
with 

to  he  treated  as  a  larate.  Hush  of  the  rmwi 
innvpoftof  this  principle  woiUexieiit^ 
to  the  acceptance  (»  any  comniwiai  faa  i» 
eign  bdU{^rent  agaiict  a  natiai  tfiwrnl 

U8.t 

The  Memofialf  of  which  we  hive  lIsfl^ 
contains  a  ooneiae  and  imprenvc  ruiiit 
chataeter  and  consequenees  of  thepwtetf)b' 
vateeiing.  It  was  our  intention  tomfliite 
of  one  or  two  extracts  Cram  hot  nhniUlT 
exceeded  our  limits. 

It  may  be  expected  that  we  shodd  of  m 
thing  of  the  nmeticaUlity  of  themaHBRmM 
We  mtuL  however,  content  oaD^nva* 
mariring  uat  there  eannot  be  leasoaio  iafa^ 
what  aU  eomneretnl  naiiDns  mnt  M  u  si 
their  intereatf  1^  mntoal  slqinl^ioQi,  to  (fe 
The  United  States,  as  a  great  eonmocidjtf-. 
dimsed  by  haJnt  tmd  intenat  to  poHC^hmm 
inducement,  however  pmt  may  be  tiiarlK^a 
vantages  for  the  eanymg  tm  a  ptedstorf  suiB 
to  eater  into  sodi  an  arrangement  CbMiftSB 
can  expect  no  benefit  from  the  coatiuiittt'a 

g-aetice  of  privataezing.  HoUaad,  Fmst 
pain,  have  too  mneh  iiUereet  ia  Ute  tmsii 
tlwir  mllen  commerce  not  to  aoqateKeiiaif 
in  a  [voposal  which  takes  awnyoneofiaps* 
vcxationa.  RuasiB,  Sweden,  and  Deont* 
frieads  to  the  freedom  of  oommerce;  ai^<'* 
rraiarkable  and  encontnging  ftct,  tbtflKi 
made  ao  nae  of  privateera  in  the  Aidf#* 
her  war  with  Turkey,  1767  and  1774. 

We  are  disposed  to  tUnk  weU  coeiglt***' 
kind  to  bdieve  thiU  theie  is  sometkut'^' 
practice  too  harsh  and  illibeiml  to  be  mii^ 
tXMme  in  the  present  improved  state  of  bf^ 
and  manners.  We  trust  the  time  is  coibk^ 
the  peater  part  of  the  civilized  world 
trath  of  these  words  of  Claseadoa:  "b^* 
must  be  a  very  savage  appetite  that  t^p" 
to  take  so  much  pains,  am  to  rua 
great  hazards,  only  to  be  cmd  to  tkoc  " 
mey  aie  able  to  ojyress."} 


REPORT  RELATIVE  TO  APPlOnUK^ 
OF  PUBLIC  LANS  FOR  THB  PW^ 
OF  EDUCATION— 

The  eommiltea  to  whom  ww  idsnrf*'' 
of  the  Oovenor's  message  as  nebie*  u  ^ 
and  public  inatractioB  bw  lenTtt  to  nf"*^ 

That  they  concur  vriu  his  Bxcewsn^ 
lieviu  education,  and  a  graeial  HSiff^ 
knowledge,  in  a  Government  constitiiKdfih-f 
to  be  of  great  importance,  and  that^'iapo^ 


•  V.t»l.  Uv.  8,  ch.  16.  Mc.  »». 
t  Ses,  as  to  doable  cammiwiDM^  D'Abn  r 
psge  2 :  BonnemsDt's  tnuislation. 
I  Tracts,  p«cs  206. 
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wUwitnfitiinQf  aQonranunt  giw  weight  to 
piiUio  opHiion,  it  ti  esMstial  that  puUie  opuucm, 
dMoldMenlvitened.**  Yonr  comroitieft  cooiider 
our  QoTannunt  as  eaohatieaUr  a  Gtorennnait  of 
(^b1(mi.  a  genoal  dimiaion  of  knowledge,  which 
is  essential  to  its  right  adsuiustratioD,  cannot  be 
effected,  anless  the  peojde  are  educated.  No  lugh 
degree  of  cirilizatioa,  of  moral  power  and  di^^, 
or  of  iatellectual  ezceUeoce ;  no  snperionty  in 
science,  in  literature,  or  in  liberal  aod  useful  arts, 
which  constitutes  the  noblest  national  snpreinacy, 
can  be  attained  without  the  aid  of  seminaries  of 
leajnias.  The  establishment  of  literary  institu- 
tiooB,  toeO}  of  all  grades,  from  the  common  school 
up  to  the  university,  becomes  the  Srst  duty  of  the 
Iwi^ature  of  a  free  people. 

Your  committee  are  well  aware  of  the  difficul- 
ty, in  the  present  nnharraased  state  of  our  pecu- 
nuiry  c<Hicerns,  of  providing  tha  means  of  making 
education  generaL  They  are  folly  sennhle  that, 
at  this  tim^  large  appropriatioos  out  of  the  pub- 
lic Treasiuy  for  this  purpose,  all  important  as  it 
is,  camiot  be  expected.  They  deem  it  therefore 
their  duty  to  recall  to  your  notice  a  report  aud 
certain  resolutions,  presented  to  the  Senate  at  the 
Last  session  by  a  committee  of  a  like  nature  with 
the  [wesent,  which  has  been  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee, as  a  part  of  the  unfinished  business.  The 
object  of  those  resolutions  was  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  and  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  to  the  public  land,  as  a  fund,  from 
nrhich  appropriations  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
:ion  may  with  justice  be  daimral,  not  only  by 
Vlaryiand,  but  all  the  origmal  States,  and  three  of 
;lie  new  ones. 

One  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the  States  and  T«r- 
itories,  (exc^t  Kraitaohy,)  whose  waters  &U  into 
tie  Musuuppi  and  the  Giuf  of  Mexico,  hw  been 
ippropriated  by  Congress,  whereveT  the  Indian 
itfe  has  been  extinguished,  and  porisions  made 
br  fuitfaer  ai^ropriations,  according  to  the  same 
atio,  wherever  the  Indian  title  may  hereafter  be 
atioguiahed,  for  the  support  of  common  schools, 
nd  other  Ivge  appropriations  hare  been  made  for 
he  support  of  seminaries  of  a  higher  grade.  Your 
;omnuttee  are  of  opinion  that  the  States,  far 
vhose  benefit  no  such  aiqpropriations  have  been 
nade,  are  entitled  to  ask  them  of  Conjnress,  not 
,s  a  matter  of  fovor,  but  of  justice.  That  this 
any  more  fully  appear,  especially  as  the  right  of 
hose  States  to  an  equBl  participation  with  the 
Jtates,  formed  out  of  the  inblie  unds,  in  all  the 
oiefiis  daived  from  than,  has  been  doubted, 
our  eoranuttae  have  deemed  it  ivroer  to  take  a 
ursory  riew  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
een  acquired- 
Before  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  indeed 
>r  some  years  after  it,  several  of  the  States  pos- 
issed,  within  their  nominal  limits,  extensive  tracts 
f  waste  and  unsettled  lands.  These  States  were 
tl,  at  that  epoch,  regal  and  not  pnnrietarr  prov- 
ices,  and  tne  Crown,  either  directly  or  tnroogh 
le  medium  of  officers,  whose  authority  had  been 
rescribed  or  assented  to  by  the  Crown,  was  in 
le  habit  of  granting  those  lands.  The  right  of 
lapoaiiig  oi  thcsn  was  claunsd  and  exerciKd  by 


the  Crown  in  snne  form  or  other.  Tb^  ^uftb^ 
therefore^  with  strict  propriety,  be  called  the 
mtr  of  tne  Crown. 

A  qnestion  arose  soon  aft«  the  Deolatattcm  ei 
Independence,  whether  those  lands  should  bdoug 
to  Uie  United  States,  or  to  the  individual  States, 
within  whose  nominal  limits  they  were  rituated. 

However  that  questicHi  migM  be  decided,  no 
doubt  could  be  entertained,  that  the  property  and' 
jurisdiction  of  the  soil  were  acquired  by  the  com- 
mon sword,  purse,  and  blood  of  all  the  States, 
united  in  a  common  effort.  Justice  therefore,  de- 
manded that,  conudered  in  the  light  of  property, 
the  vacant  lands  should  be  sold  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  contest  by  which  they  were 
obtained ;  and  the  future  harmony  of  the  Statea 
required  that  the  extent  and  ultimate  population 
of  the  several  States  ^onld  not  be  so  dimcopor- 
tionate  as  tiiey  would  be  if  their  nominal  limka 
should  be  retained. 

This  State,  as  early  as  the  30th  of  October,, 
1776,  expressed  its  decided  opinion,  in  relation  to- 
the  vacant  lands,  by  an  unwimous  resolution 
the  coQveotion,  which  framed  our  Constitution 
and  form  of  Qovernment,  in  the  foUowiog  words, 
viz.  "  Resolved,  manimudjf.  That  it  is  the  opin- 
'  ion  of  this  convention,  that  the  very  extensive 
'  claim  of  the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  back  landa 
'  bath  no  foundation  in  justice,  and  that  if  ths 
'  same,  or  any  like  claim  is  admtttedj  the  freedom 
'  of  the  smaller  States  and  the  liberties  of  Amer- 
'  ica  may  be  thereby  greatly  endangoad ;  this 
'  convention  being  Mmly  persuaded  that,  if  the 

*  dominion  over  those  lands  should  be  established, 
'  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  United  States, 

*  such  lands  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  ooounon 
'  stock,  to  be  parcelled  out,  at  propee  times,  into 

*  convenient,  free,  and  independent  goTcmmeBtB.** 

In  the  yeara  1777  and  1778,  the  General  Assenk- 
bly,  by  resolves  and  instructions  to  their  delegates 
in  Congress,  expressed  thdr  sentiments  in  samoit 
of  their  claim  to  a  participation  in  Aese  ktnos,  in 
a  still  stronger  language,  and  declined  acceding  to 
the  Confederation,  on  account  of  the  refusu  of 
the  States  claiming  them  exolusivelyto  cede  them 
to  the  United  States.  Th»  continued  to  decline, 
on  the  same  grounds,  until  1781,  when^  to  jxevmt 
the  injurious  impression,  that  dissension  existed 
among  the  States,  occasioned  by  the  refusal  of 
Maryland  to  jora  the  ConfederaQon,  they  antboi^ 
ized  their  delegates  in  Congress  to  subscribe  the 
articles;  protesting,  however,  at  the  same  time- 
against  tne  infiveoce,  (which  might  othCTwiie 
have  been  drawn,)  that  Maryland  hi^reUnqiuBhed 
its  claim  to  a  participation  m  the  Watem  landa 

Most  of  the  other  Stntes  emloided  on  similar 
grounds  with  those  taken  by  Maryland  for  a  par- 
ticipation in  those  lands. 

By  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1783,  Great  Britain 
relinquished  "  to  the  United  States  all  claim  to 
the  government,  j^perty,  and  territorial  rights  of 
the  same,  and  every  part  thereof." 

The  justice  and  sound  pcJicy  of  ceding  the  un- 
settled lands,  urged  with  great  earnestness  aa^d 
force  by  those  Stat^  which  had  united  in  con- 
quering them  iicom  Ckeat  Britain,  strengthened  hf 
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the  sarrender  oa  the  part  of  Great  Britain  of  her 
rif^hts  of  property  and  jurisdictioo  to  the  United 
States  collectiveljr,  and  aided,  moreover,  by  the 
elevated  and  patriotic  spirit  of  disinterestedness 
and  conciliation,  which  then  animated  the  whole 
Confederation,  at  len^h  made  the  requisite  im- 
inosion  upon  the  States  which  had  exclosirely 
claimed  those  lands  ^  «nd  each  of  them,  with  the 
exception  of  Georgia,  made  cessions  of  their  re- 
spectire  claims  within  a  few  years  after  the  peace. 
Those  States  were  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  Virginia,  North  Caroliaa,  and  South 
Carolina,  the  charters  of  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  New  York,  extended  westwardly  to  the 
South  Sea  or  Pacific  ocean.  This  circumstance 
gave  to  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  a  joint 
claim  with  Virginia,  to  such  |^rts  of  what  was 
then  called  the  Northwestern  Territory,  as  came 
within  the  breadth  of  the  charter  of  Virginia.  New 
York,  indeed,  had  an  indefinite  claim  to  a  part  of 
it.  Cessions,  however,  from  all  these  States,  at 
length  completed  the  title  of  the  United  States, 
and  plaeed  it  beyond  all  controversf. 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  ceded  its  claim  to 
the  territorf  which  now  constitutes  the  State  of 
Tennessee. 

Georgia  (whose  charter  also  extended  westward- 
Iv  to  the  Pacific  Ocean)  at  length,  in  1802,  ceded 
tite  territory  which  now  con&titutes  the  States  of 
Mississippi  and  Alabama,  except  a  small  part  on 
the  sonth  side  of  them,  which  was  acquired  under 
the  treaty  ceding  Louisiana.  The  conditions  of 
that  cession  were,  that  the  United  States  should 

Sy  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
iorgia,  and  extinguish  the  Indian  title  within  the 
limits  which  she  reserved. 

The  United  States  have,  in  this  manner,  ac- 
quired an  indisputable  title  to  all  the  paUie  lands 
eaist  of  the  Mississippi. 

All  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi,  KMfether 
with  the  southern  extremity  of  the  States  of  Mi»- 
•inippi  and  Alabama,  was  purchased  of  Fiance 
ibr  BXteai  millions  of  dollars.  This  sum,  as  well 
as  the  sums  required  for  the  purchase  of  the  Indian 
title  to  the  public  lands,  was  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States. 

So  &r,  therefore,  as  acquisition  of  public  lands 
has  been  made  by  purchase^  it  has  oeen  at  the 
common  expense ;  so  &r  as  it  has  been  made  by 
war,  it  has  been  by  the  common  force ;  and  so  far 
as  it  has  been  made  by  cessions  from  individual 
States,  it  has  been  upon  the  ground,  expressly 
stipulated  in  most  of  the  acts  or  deeds  of  cession, 
that  the  lands  should  be  "considered,"  to  use  the 
words  of  the  act  passed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
State  which  made  the  largest  cession,  "as  a  com- 
mon fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become,  members 
cf  the  Confederation  or  Federal  alliance  of  said 
States,  according  to  tluir  usual  reflective  propor- 
tions in  the  genoal  cha^  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  faithfuUr  and  bona  fide  be  msposed  of  for 
that  |Hirpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  wbat- 
aoever." 

In  whatever  point  of  view,  therefore,  the  public 
lands  are  eontdaeted,  whrther  as  acquired  by  pur- 


chase, conquest,  or  cessbn,  they  are  emjdutitallT 
the  common  property  of  the  Union.  Tney  on^t 
to  inure,  therefore,  to  the  common  use  and  beuii 
of  aU  the  States,  m  just  proportions,  and  cuoh 
be  appropriated  to  the  use  ana  beoefit  of  uj  far- 
Ocular  State  or  States^  to  the  exdusioo  of  tht 
others,  without  an  iniriDgement  of  the  ptiiicifje 
upon  which  cessions  frcmi  Stales  are  t^radT 
made,  and  a  Wolatioo  of  the  spirit  of  ovnooDU 
compact,  as  well  as  the  principles  of  jwite  ud 
sound  policy. 

So  far  as  these  lands  have  been  8(dd.aiihc 
proceeds  been  received  into  the  NaliunlTiasih 
ry,  all  the  States  hare  derived  a  jusdy  propn&i- 
ate  benefit  from  them.  So  far  as  they  biTebca 
appropriated  for  purposes  of  defence,  that  is  no 
ground  for  complaint,  for  the  defence  of  eTerrpui 
of  the  country  is  a  common  concern.  Sofu,  in 
a  word,  as  the  proceeds  have  been  ai^)lted  ui  «- 
tional,  and  not  to  State  puiposes,  atthoogli  the  ex- 
penditure may  have  been  local,  the  course  of  tht 
General  Government  has  been  coosoDUt  to 

Srinciples  and  spirit  of  the  Federal  Constitntioi. 
tut  so  far  as  appropriations  have  been  mide,  in 
favor  of  any  State  or  States,  to  die  eidoaoa  of 
the  rest,  where  theappropriationswonldlufebeHi 
beneficial,  and  might  have  beni  otaided  to  ill 
alike,  your  committee  conceive  there  has  becDi 
departure  from  that  line  of  policy,  which  ioi|iU' 
tial  justice^  so  essential  to  the  peace,  hannoDj.ud 
stability  of  the  Union,  impeiiou^y  prescribes. 

Your  committee,  then,  proceed  to  iDqaire,  vb^ 
ther  the  act  of  Congress,  m  reUdon  to  ainiiofni- 
tioDs  of  public  lands,  hare  been  confonnsHeiolhe 
dictates  of  impartial  justice. 

By  the  laws  relating  to  the  survey  Bad  sale  of 
the  public  lands,  one  thiriy-fiixtfa  part  of  them  his  I 
been  reserved  and  appropriated  in  perpeluitT  ^  ; 
the  support  of  common  schools.  TheiHiblienB^  I 
are  laid  off  into  townships,  six  miles  sqnitlf  j 
lines  running  with  the  cardinal  points:  Ibaeion-  | 
shife  are  then  divided  into  thirW-aizaecticHis,(i^  I 
a  mile  square,  and  containing  MO  acres,  iriiicb  iR  I 
designated  by  numbers.  Section  number  Ifi^whid  \ 
is  always  a  central  section,  has  invariaUrheeB  i 
appropruted  (and  |»oTision  has  heat  msde  br  liv  I 
for  the  like  anwopriadons  in  future  surref  s]  vx  \ 
the  support  of  common  schools  in  each  township- 
In  Tennessee,  in  addition  to  the  appropriatioii 
of  a  section  in  each  township  for  commcui  scbooU 
200,000  acres  have  been  assigned  for  the  endow- 
ment of  colleges  and  academies.  Large 
ations  have  elso  been  made  in  Ohio,  Indiana, 
nois.  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mim^ 
Micnigan,  and  the  Northwestern  'SetnionMr 
erection  and  maintenance  of  seminaries  of  leuni^ 
of  a  higher  grade  than  common  schools.  Tcm 
committee  hare  not  had  an  opportanity  of  >^ 
taining  the  exact  amount  of  those  ■ivnp^''"^ 
but,  from  such  examination  as  they  uve  mcb  w 
to  make,  it  is  believed  that  they  bear  a  auw 
mopordoD  to  those  <tt  common  schools,  thu  >>  | 
Tennessee.    Tennessee,  in  Seyberfs  Sati«* 
Annals,  is  stated  to  contain  40,000  square  mi» 
which  ate  egual  to  25,600,000  acKs.  One 
^h  pan  of  this  number  of  acres,  whiek  a «  , 
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imonnt  of  appropriatioa  for  common  schools,  is 
711,111.  The  appropriation  for  colleges  and  acad- 
emies in  that  State  is,  as  abore  stated,  200,000 
acres,  being  something  less  than  two-serenths  of 
the  common  school  appro[»iati<»i.  It  is  believed 
that  the  approiviatioiu  in  the  other  States  and 
Territories  tot  seminaries  of  a  hioher  gradc^do  not 
amooDt  to  more  than  two-tenths  or  one-nfUt  of 
the  appropriations  for  common  schools.  Your 
committee  think  tfaey  will  not  be  far  from  the 
trath  in  estimating  them  at  that  proportion. 
Tb»  Stttas  and  TerritoriM  east  of  the  Misnsuppi, 
whidibam  had  sppropristions  made  in  their  fivor 
Ibr  (he  nippert  of  Utnrafy  institutions ;  that  is  to 
Ohio,  Indians,  Illinoia,  Misaisnppi,  Alabama,  Mich* 
igan,  cod  th«  Northwestern  Territory,  are  eatimated, 
in  Seybert's  Statistical  Annals,  to  contain  of  unsold 

landa   200,000,000 

Oflandssokl  -  -  -  ■  -  -  11.697.136 
To  which  add  TonnsMse    -      -      -  MjMOjOOO 


And  the  iffregate  uamber  of  acres  in 


those  States  will  be 


-  S37,S97,136 


One  thirty-sixth  part  of  that  agpregate 
namber  being  the  amount  of  appropri- 
ation for  common  schools,  is    •      -  8,591,686 

Add  one-fiJUk  part  of  the  common  school 
amnopiialioii  as  the  appn^riation  for 

colleges  and  academies    .      .      -  1,316.317 

And  the  aggregate  number  of  acres  ap- 
propriated for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Ten- 
neaseit,  Hissisaippj,  AUiama,  Michi- 
gan, and  the  Northwestern  Tertitoiy, 
will  be   7,909,803 

At  two  dollars  per  acre,  which  is  leaa, 
according  to  S^bert's  Statisdcal  An* 
nals,  than  the  average  price  of  all  the 
public  lands,  which  aave  heretofore 
been  sold,  the  amount  in  money  will 
be  •16,819  806 


Seybert  estimates  the  lands  purchased  of  France  by 
the  United  States  in  18U3,  at      acres  200,000,000 

By  the  laws  relating  to  the  surrey  and 
■atett  of  lands  in  Louisiana,  Missouri, 
and  Arkansas,  appropriations  of  lands 
fiv  the  parposes  of  education  have 
been  made  mat  the  same  ration  as  in 
the  new  States  and  Territories  on  the 
east  of  the  Misaisiri^,  and  it  is  pra- 
■amed  the  same  pohcy  will  be  adhered 
to  in  relation  to  the  whole  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  on  Uie  west  of  that  river.  On 
that  auppodtion  the  appropriatioos  for 
common  schools,  that  is,  one  thir^- 
sizth  part  of  800,000,000  ams  will  be  6,65S,6fi6 
Add  for  fxdleges  and  aMdemies  on»-fifkh 
part  of  the  appropriations  for  comrnmi 
schools  1,111,111 

And  the  aggregate  number  of  acres  will 

b«   6,666,666} 

lit        per  acre,  the  amoont  in  money 

wiU  ba  $13,333,338^ 


To  the  aggregate  number  of  acres  appropriated  for  the 
support  of  literary  institations  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi   7,909,908 

Add  the  a^regate  number  of  acres  which, 
if  the  system  heretofore  followed  should 
be  (as  it  ought  to  be)  adhered  to,  will 
oltimalaly  bo  appropriated  for  literary 
purposes  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  6,666,666} 

And  the  total  literary  appropriation,  in 

the  new  States  and  Terntories,  will 

be  Acres  14.676,669} 

At  9S  per  acre,  the  amount  in  money 

win  be  .•89,lSS,180i 


Such  is  the  Tast  amount  of  property  destined 
for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  learning  in 
the  States  and  Territories  carved  ont  of  the  piiolie 
lands.  These  large  apprtniriationa  of  land,  the 
common  pnqiertjr  of  the  Union,  will  inore  to  the 
ezclnsive  benefit  of  those  States  and  territories. 
They  are  apjffopriations  for  State,  and  not  for  na- 
tional purposes ;  they  are  of  sucli  a  nature  that 
they  might  have  been  extended  to  all  the  States ; 
they  therefore  ought  to  have  been  thus  extended. 
All  the  other  States  paid  their  full  share  for  the 
purchase  of  the  region  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title, 
on  both  sides  of  that  river.  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  besides  paying  their  proportion 
of  tliose  expenses,  ceded  all  their  vacant  territory 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  All  these 
States,  therefore,  might,  with  great  projn-iety, 
complain  of  partiality  and  ii^tistice,  if  their  ap- 

{tlications  to  Congress  for  similar  appropriations 
or  like  pnriMBes  should  be  refused. 

But  of  this  refusal  they  need  hare  no  apprehen- 
sion, if  they  are  true  to  their  own  interests,  and 
are  united  in  asserting  them ;  for  if,  contrary  to  all 
reasonable  expectation,  the  States  which  hare  al- 
ready receivea  the  benefit  of  literary  approprisr 
tions,  should  be  opposed  to  the  extension  of  toem 
to  their  sister  States,  the  latter  are  more  than  two- 
thirds  in  number  of  all  the  United  States,  and 
have  a  still  larger  proportion  of  representatives  in 
Congress.  These  States  are,  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jeraey,  Pennsyira- 
nia,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Kentucky ;  and  to- 
gether have  one  hundred  andsiztyniiiie  represent- 
atives in  Congress.  The  favored  States,  aa  tiie 
contrary,  have  only  seventeen  representatives. 
The  excluded  States  have  therefore  an  over- 
whelming majority  in  Congress,  and  have  it  com- 
pletely in  their  power  to  make^  appiopriationB  for 
the  benefit  of  their  literary  institutions,  upon  the 
improl»ble  soppositjon,  that  the  representatives  of 
the  favored  Slates  would  oppose  them  in  Con- 
gress ;  a  supposition  too  diacreutafate  to  thnr  ehnr- 
acter  for  justice  to  be  admitted. 

The  magnitude  of  the  appropriation  that  would 
be  required  to  place  the  States  which  hare  not  yet 
enjoyed  any  for  the  purposes  of  education,  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  those  in  whose  bror  they 
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hmr%  ftlnady  been  made,  can  aflftwd  no  jiM  groottd 

of  olgeetion.  For,  superior  w  the  pc^lraon  of 
those  States  is,  yet  if  Uie  ratio  of  appopriation  be 
obaerred  with  regard  to  tfactn  wuch  has  been 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  others, «.  e.  one  thirty- 
sixth  part  of  the  nomber  of  acres  in  the  territcwy 
of  each  for  common  schools,  and  one  fiAh  wut  of 
that  one  thirty-fitzth  for  colleges  and  aeaoemtes, 
the  number  of  acres  required  will  be  much  less 
than  has  already  been  giren  to  the  favored  States 
and  Territories ;  it  wiH  indeed  amount  to  bat  a 
rery  small  portion  of  the  public  lands.  For,  ac- 
cording to  Seybert^s  Statistical  Annals,  those 
l&nds,  in  181Z,  amounted  to  400,000,000  acres. 
The  amoQBt  required  for  all  the  exdoded  States 
would  be  less  than  two  and  a  half  per  ceottmi  of 
that  quantity.  To  show  which  more  clearly,  your 
committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  foUowiug  state- 
ment, founded  upon  oaloulations  made  upon  the 
extent  of  territory  in  each  of  those  States,  as  laid 
down  in  Sejbert's  StatistiMl  Amials : 
New  H«Bi|Mhire  coBtsjos  6.074,340  aaes. 
One  36lh  pArt  of  that  szteot,  bemg 

the  number  of  acras  of  public  land 

to  whieh  that  Sutn  is  entitled  for 

the  fuppoit  of  common  schools,  is  168,790  acres. 
Obo  6th  part  of  that  96lfa  to  which 

New  ninpshnra  is  enttUed  for  the 

mimMt  M  Mrikfes  aad  acad^ 

niM,  is   88,74A 

Total  for  Jitm  Haapslure  MM78 
VvmoaL  contains  1^501,680  acraa. 
One  Wtb  part*  in  cbohiuhi  scbods 

is  181,999 

One  6(b  of  MM  86lh*  So*  eoOst** 
and  academies  -  34,398 


TMsl  fu  Ytmout 
Hsssacbasetls,  indading  Maine, 

contains  28^990,000  acTM. 
One  36th  part,  for  commaa  sdhoob  806,377 
One  Sth  of  onfi  S6di.  calU«es 

and  acadsnies  -      .      .      .  181,000 


ai8,a89 


Total  for  MhssaehiuetU  and 
Maine    -      .      -  - 
Xbode  bland  contatne  1,011,900 


906,m 


One  Nik  paIt^for  eoBBOD  seheola  Mi088 

Om  Mh  of  one  36th.  for  ooUeges  5,«17 

Total  for  Xhode  Uand      -  " 
CMBMlieat   eontalns  1;9B1,880 


One  S6th  part,  for  cemiMB  sehoob  83/M 
One  Bth  uf  on*  86tb,  for  coUeges 
and  aaMM-  ....  16,616 


Total  for  CMUeetimit 
New  TiwkeHktains 38,800^000  acres. 
One  86th  part,  fc»  common  schools  800,00 
One  fith  of  one  36th,  fin  colleges 
and  academies  -     •     -     -  160,000 


39^705 


90,711 


Total  fiv  New  YoA  -  - 
Xfew  Jci|nj  eoBtafais  6,836,600 


980,000 


One  Mth  p«i^  *r  aawin  oMs  1M,»T7 
One  5ih  pwt  9(  nm»  99A,  for  wlligM 
a»d  academies  -  n^l 

Toitt  for  Ness  Jenqr  -  • 
Psoo^lvania  cMilaine  M;87S^ 


One  30th  part,  for  commoD  ■ehools  8tl,Tn 
One  edi  (tf  one  36du  lot  colleges 
and  academies  .      .     -     -  HUH 

Total  for  PaoDsjiraoia  K,fn 
Ddaware  oontslas  1,M6,800  acres. 
One  36th  part,  for  eommon  schoeb  37,688 
One  6lb  of  one  36tfc.  for  eeSsges 
and  academies  .      -      .      .  7,il? 


Total  for  Delawan     -      -  4MI> 
Maryland  contains  8,900,000 
One  80th  part,  for  common 
One  Sth  of  one  S6th,  for  erilsges 
and  academies  .      •      .     -  4^Tn 


mm 


acne. 

schoob  i;n4«m 
eoUegis 


Total  for  Uarjland 
Virginia  contains  44,800,000 
One  S6th  part,  for  eommon 
One  fith  of  one  30th,  for 
aadacadonies  • 


Total  for  Virginia      .  - 
North  Csrriioa  contains  39,7*0,000 
acres. 

One  36tb  part,  for  common  schools  SUJM 
One  6lh  of  one  Sfitb,  for  colleges 
udaeademiee  .      •      .      •  18ft,in 

Total  for  N^  Carolina    -  MM 
Sooth  Carolina  contains  15,411,300 
acres. 

One  36th  part,  for  oommon  edMmb  483^011 
One  fith  of  one  36di,  for  ooUeges 
aadaeademies  86,417 


1.16MB 


1^ 


177,7^7 


1^ 


Total  for  South  Carolina 
Georgia  contains  39,660,000  aoes. 
One  36th  part,  for  ooDnon  sriiools 
One  fitfi  of  one  36th,  for  ooileges 
and  aeademiee  - 

Total  for  Georgia 
Kentucky  contains  33,000,000 
One  36th  part,  for  oamaum  eehot^ 
One  fith  of  one  dOlh,  for  ooUeges 
and  academies  - 

Total  for  Ktntntkj 


Total  amount  i^  literaiy  anpnvi^iMi  i 
sar;  to  do  justice  to  the  BtataawUtA  hsfs 
not  yet  haa  any     -      .      -  - 

The  Senate  will  perceire,  bom  the 
oaleidatiwu,  that,  if  the  ratio  of  appnpnawv 
the  purposes  of  edueation  which  has  hiuvuM 
obserred  be  adc^ted  with  res|wct  to  the  lu^ 
States  whieh  as  y»  hxn  Kodwd  ■w'fPJ'J 
tionB  of  that  naUir^  a  mneh  smaller 
nena  will  be  required  than  hu  almdr  btf 


Digitized  by  Google 


178t 


1782 


sigjud  lo  tfa«  westero  region,  of  our  oonntry :  it 
iroald  be  w  iooonudenMt  paition  of  the  aggre- 
nte  of  psUict  luds :  a  mueh  Ins  qaantUri  iuKad, 
uuQ  Qov  raoaauu  unsold  is  any  of  the  States  whiob 
Iwve  bera  fonoed  out  of  them,  with-  tbe  exception 
periups  of  Ohio  and  Tennessee,  Tba  magutsds 
tiw  B^t^priatioDs,  tlwD,  irhlcb  equal  justioe 
now  leqiures,  cannot  be  eonsidered  as  a  naaoni^ 
ol^eetioa  t»  th^;  and,  as  tbe  Uteraiy  appnpna- 
tiiHu  that  hare  bereiofore  been  made,  have  been 
giantad  fw  Staie^  and  not  foe  Natioul  pqipoaes, 
aeeoidiog  to  the  jtutt  pnn(S{^  set  forth  in  the  be- 
gotningv  thiazeptst^  amilar  aj^ropriations  ought 
to  be  extcoM  to  all  tbe  States. 

Tbe  oineiunstuice,  that  tbe  lands  which  bare 
heretofore  been  appropriated  for  the  purposea  of 
adneation  are  a  part  of  tbe  territory  of  tbe  States 
for  whose  benefit  they  have  been  assigned,  can  for- 
ntsh  no  teaaonable  gnmnd  the  nt&rence  which 
has  been  given  them.  Tbe  public  lands  are  not 
the  leas  the  commoa  property  of  all  the  States  be- 
oauas  thsy  are  situated  within  the  jurisdictional 
linoitsof  theStaftwand  TemtorieswhicbiiaTe  been 
fonped  oat  of  thesn.  Sneh.  States  have  no  power 
to  tax  them :  they  cannot  iatcrftte  with  the  pri- 
nuury  disposal  of  them,  or  with  tbe  regulatioos  dL 
Congress  for  securing  the  title  to  porehasers;  it  i», 
in  fact,  Cononress  alone  that  can  enact  laws  to  af- 
fect ^em.  The  intenst  whieh  a  dtizen  of  an  At- 
lantie  Staite  has  in  tiusni,  as  a  part  of  the  property 
of  the  UaioB;  is  the  same  as  me  interest  of  a  ciu- 
zen  residing  m  a  State  fonned  out  of  them.  But 
hitherto  appropriations  of  tb^  for  State  purpoees 
have  only  been  made  in  favor  of  such  States ;  and 
the  ckizen  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Allfshany  may 
well  complatn  that  property,  in  which  henas  a 
eomzDon  mterest  with  bis  fellow-citizen  on  tho 
western  side,  should  be  appropriated  ezclusiTely  to 
the  use  of  the  latter.  Tut  this  is  the  fact,  in  re- 
gard to  that  part  of  the  puUic  lands  which  have 
Seen  assigned  for  the  snmnt  of  literary  institationa, 
led  the  {HTomotion  of  ewKAtion,  eannot  be  denied. 

Your  comm^tee  do  not  owsnre  the  enUgirtened 
}olicy  which  gomned  Gongrese  in  making  liberal 
ii^wopriations  of  land  for  the  «ieoangeraent  of 
earning  in  the  West,  nor  do  they  wtish  to  withdraw 
me  acre  of  them  from  the  purposes  to  which  they 
utre  been  devoted ;  but  tbey  think  they  ue  fully 
ustified  in  saying,  that  impaitial  jwtice  retpiixed 
bn,t  similar  approimatioas  should  have  been  ex- 
ended  to  all  the  States  alike.  Simiose  Gaawtw& 
hould  appropriate 200,000  acres  of  the  jwhlic  lands 
or  the  support  of  colleges  and  academies  in  New 
fork ;  and  Virginia,  unio  gave  up  and  ceded  a 
Teat  portion  of  those  lands  to  tbe  United  States, 
in  the  express  condition,  that "  they  should  be  con- 
idered  as  a  common  fund  for  tbe  use  and  benefit 
f  all  of  &em,  according  to  their  usual  respectire 
roportions  in  the  goienu  eha^  and  expenditure," 
bovld  m>ly  for  a  similar  grant,  and  her  ap{dica- 
k>n  afaodd  oe  refused,  woiUd  she  not  have  a  rig^ 
>  complain  of  the  Mrtiality  of  such  a  measure, 
nd  to  charge  tbe  Fedeml  Qovernment  with  a 
reach  of  good  faith,  and  an  infiringement  of  tbe 
anditioos  on  which  the  cession  was  made?  It 
uu&ot  be  denied  that  she  woold.  Cragrcss  have 


already  made  a  grant  of  200,600  acres  of  land  for 
tiie  support  of  colleges  and  academies,  not  indeed 
in  New  York,  but  in  Tennessee.  WwUd  not  Vir- 
ginia, if  she  now  made  an  application  for  a  like 
grant  and  wne  icfused,  haTe  t^  same  reason  to 
coimlain  as  if  Mew  Yak,  instead  v&  TenaeeeM^ 
had  baeia  the  ftvored  State? 

Your  conmittae  b^  lem  to  illustrate,  by  u- 
other  OEMuple,  tbe  equity  of  the  minciide  whieh 
it  is  the  object  of  this  report  to  eatauish.  Foreiga 
commerce  and  the  public  lands  are  alike  legitimate 
sources,  from  which  the  United  States  may  and  do 
derive  revenue.  Foreign  commoec  has  fixed  its 
seat  in  tbe  Adantic  States.  Suppose  Congress 
should  pass  a  law  appropriating  one  36th  put  of 
the  revenue  collected  from  foreign  commerce,  in 
the  p«rts  of  Baltimore,  New  York,  Boston,  Norv 
folk,  Charleston,  and  Savanneb,  to  tbe  support  of 
common  schools  diroaghout  the  Stales  in  which 
they  are  situated;  the  other  State*,  every  person 
will  admit,  would  have  a  right  to  complain  of  the 
partiality  and  injostiee  of  such  an  act  ^  and  ye^  ia 
what  reniect  would  an  act  a^qvoprii^ng  we  36tlk 
part  (tf  ue  leveone  derived  mna  mrogn  etHomeiaa 
to  the  ose  of  schools  in  the  six  Slates  in  which  it 
should  be  produced,  be  more  partial  or  nnkut  titan 
an  act  appro^iating  one  36th  part  of  «•  piALio 
land  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  lUinois,  Tennessee,  Missia- 
sippi^  and  Alabama,  the  six  States  in  which  the 
public  Iwids,  on  this  side  of  the  Mississipipi,  am 
chiefly  situated,  to  their  exclurive  bowfit  in  the 
maintenance  oi  their  schools  f 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  it  has  been  said 
that  the  appropriation  of  a  part  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  purposes  of  edQcation,  f<»  the  benefit  of  tbe 
States  formed  -out  of  them,  has  had  tbe  effect  of 
raising  the  value  t£  the  residue,  by  indticing  emi- 
grants to  settle  upon  them.  Although^  in  the  pee* 
amUes  of  such  of  the  acta  on  this  subject  as  have 
preamUea.  the  promotion  of  reUgiou,  morality, 
a^  kaowied^e,  as  neeessuy  to  good  ^oameM 
and  die  hapinnaBB  of  mank^d,  nave  been  assignad 
as  die  reaaon  for  passing  themi  and  no  mentioa 
has  been  made  of^  the  conseipient  inereaae  in  tiw 
7alae  of  tbe  lands  that  would  remain,  as  a  motive 
for  the  ajmropriatiott,  yet  tbe  knowledge  that  mo> 
vision  had  been  made  for  the  educauon  of  cnii* 
dren  in  the  West,  tboogh  f>ther  motives  usually 
influence  emigmnlB.  mi^t  have  had  its  weight  in 
inducing  some  to  leave  their  native  hMnes.  if 
such  has  been  the  e&ct,  the  value  of  the  residue 
of  the  lands  has  no  doubt  been  increased  by  it. 
This  increase  of  value,  however,  has  not  been  an 
exclusive  benefit  to  the  Atlantic  States,  but  a  ben- 
efit common  to  all  the  States,  Eastern  and  West- 
era,  while  the  latter  still  ei^oy  exdorively  the  ad* 
vantages  derived  from  the  a|^priatioiu  of  land 
for  literary  puiposea.  The  laeidental  advantn^ 
of  the  increase  in  value  of  the  puUie  lands  in 
consequence  of  emigratioD,  if  it  is  to  be  considered 
in  the  light  of  a  compensation  to  the  old  States, 
must  be  uown  to  be  an  advantage  exclusively  ea- 
joyed  by  diem.  ThiU  this,  however,  is  not  die 
case,  ia  perfectly  obvious;  because  toe  proceeds 
of  the  lands  thus  latsed  in  value  by  emigmdoo, 
when  sold,  go  into  the  United  States  Treanry, 

Digitized  by  Google 


1783 


APPENDIX. 


17&4 


and  are  a^Uad,  like  other  lerenueB,  to  the  genenl 
benefit ;  in  other  words,  to  national,  and  not  to 
State  fHirposes. 

It  is  oioreoTer  most  clear,  that  this  increase  of 
the  ralue  of  lands  in  consequence  of  emigration 
produces  a  pecaliar  benefit  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  new  States,  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  States,  unless  owners  of  land  in  the  new, 
hare  no  participation.  The  benefit  consists  in  the 
increase  of  the  value  of  their  own  ivirate  pro- 
perty. 

Oq  the  other  hand  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that 
eauvratioQ  is  injurious  to  the  Atlantic  States,  and 
to  than  alone.  While  it  has  had  the  efiect  of 
raising  the  price  of  lands  in  the  Wes^  it  has,  in 
an  equal  rabo  at  least,  and  probably  in  a  raoch 
neater,  prevented  the  inerease  of  the  value  of 
unds  in  the  States  which  the  emigrants  have  left. 
It  is  an  indispatable  principle  in  political  econo- 
mv,  that  the  price  of  every  object  of  purchase, 
whether  land  or  personal  property,  depnids  upon 
the  relation  which  supply  bears  to  demand.  The 
demand  for  Und  would  have  been  the  same,  or 
very  nearly  so,  for  the  same  niunber  of  peoi^e  as 
are  conuined  within  the  pesent  limits  of  the 
United  States,  if  they  had  been  confined  within 
the  limits  of  the  Atlantic  States.  But  the  supply 
in  that  case  would  have  been  most  materially  dii- 
ferent.  It  must  hare  been  so  small,  in  proportion 
to  the  demand,  as  to  occasion  a  great  rise  in  the 
nlue  of  land  in  the  Atlantic  States ;  for  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  it  is  die  inexhaustible  supply 
of  cheap  and  good  land  in  the  West  which  has 
kept  down  the  jnice  of  land  on  the  eastern  side  of 
tlu  ^tthany.  If  the  Atlantic  States  had  been 
governed  by  an  exclusive,  local,  and  selfish  policy, 
every  impediment  would  have  been  thrown  in  the 
way  of  emigration,  which  has  constantly  and  uni- 
formly operated  to  prevent  the  growth  of  their 
numbers,  wealth,  ana  power ;  for  which  disadvan- 
tage the  appreciation  of  their  interest  in  the  pub- 
lic lands,  consequent  upon  emigration,  can  anord 
no  adequate  compensation.  It  appearing,  then, 
perfectly  clear  to  your  committee,  that  emigration 
is  exclusively  advantageous  to  the  new  States, 
whose  population,  wealth,  and  power,  are  thereby 
increased  at  the  expense  of  those  States  which  the 
emigrants  atnndon,  the  inducement  to  emigration 
famished  by  the  appropriation  of  public  lands  for 
the  purposes  of  education  in  the  West,  instead  of 
afibrding  a  reason  for  confining  such  appropria- 
tions to  that  quarter  of  the  Union,  ofiers  the  most 
weighty  considerations,  of  both  justice  and  policy, 
in  Kvor  of  extending  them  to  the  States  which 
have  not  yet  obtainra  them. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  present  one  fur- 
ther reflection  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
drawn  from  the  efiect  produced  by  encouraging 
learning  in  the  Western  States  alone,  upon  the 
relative  moral  power  of  the  Atlantic  and  Missis- 
sippi States.  They  are  far  from  wishing  to  make 
any  objection  to  the  augmentation  of  the  intelli- 

Suce  and  mental  improvement  of  the  peonle  of 
e  West.  On  the  contrary,  they  sincerely  desire 
the  advancement  of  thar  wethroi  in  that  quarter 
of  the  Union,  in  every  thing  that  can  strengthen, 


dignify,  and  embeUish  political  communitiei^ 
Bat,  while  they  entertain  these  sentiments,  they 
cannot  shut  their  eves  to  the  political  prqwnda- 
ance  whieh  most  oltimately  be  the  ineritable  »• 
suit  of  the  superior  advantages  of  edacatim  thcxe, 
and  they  must,  therefore,  anlently  desire  that  the 
same  advantagies  be  extended  to  the  people  of  tbt 
Atlantic  Sutes. 

Your  committee  are  persuaded  thaCjfiom  the 
views  which  they  have  thus  presented,  on  the  sob^ 
ject  of  appropriations  of  public  lands  for  the  por- 
pose  of  education,  the  Senate  will  be  satisfied  that 
Maryland,  and  the  other  States  which  have  aot 
yet  had  the  benefitof  any  such  appn^nuti«is,  ate 
entitled  to  ask  of  the  GnnecBl  GoTcnunoit  to  W 
idaced  on  an  equal  footing  widi  the  States  wUek 
liave  already  recdred  them.   ThCT  believe  that 
no  one,  convinced  of  the  justice  ch  such  a  UMas- 
ure,  can  question  its  expediency;  nor  can  they  en- 
tertain any  apprehension  that  an  application  to 
Congress,  supported  by  the  combined  influoice  of 
all  the  States  which  are  interested,  would  fail  of 
success.   For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  drawinj^ 
the  attention  of  the  National  I^isiatwe  to  thii 
important  subject,  and  of  obtaining  the  co-open- 
tion  of  the  other  Slates,  your  committee  beg  lean 
to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  foUowing  ren- 
lutions : 

Resolved  by  ^  GmenU  AtaemUy  of  Maryimd, 
That  each  of  the  United  Sutes  has  an  equal  right 
to  participate  in  the  benefit  of  the  pabiic  lanfc 
the  common  property  of  the  Union. 

Ruobxit  That  the  States  in  whose  favor  Coa- 
gtess  have  not  made  appropriatioiu  of  land  ffartke 
purposes  of  education,  are  entitled  to  sack  appo- 
priations  as  will  correspond,  in  a  just  piwx^ioB, 
with  those  heretofore  made  in  favor  of  the  odier 
Sutes. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  ff>regoing  re- 
port and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators  aai 
Representatives  in  Congress,  with  a  reqnest  that 
they  will  lay  the  same  before  their  respective 
Houses,  and  use  their  endeavors  to  pmean  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  jost  jtim- 
ples  therein  set  forth. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excdloicy  the  GoTcrnor  be 
also  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  said  report 
and  resolutions  to  the  Governws  of  the  senial 
States  of  the  Union,  with  a  reqnest  that  they  wiO 
eomnninieate  the  same  to  the  L^islatnres  thereaf, 
respectivdy,  and  solicit  their  co-operation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

V.  MAXCY,  Cktrinmsm. 


A  PKOCLAMATION. 

BV  THE  FBEaiOBNT  OF  THE  UKITEO  STATES. 

I  Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by 
I  a  joint  resolution  of  the  second  day  of  March  las. 
entitled  "  Resdution  providing  for  the  admisssca 
of  tbe  State  of  Bdiseoori  into  the  Union  cm  a  cce 
tain  condition,"  did  determine  and  declare.  "  ttf^ 
'  Missouri  should  be  a^nitted  into  this  Unioa  « 
<  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Statei,  m  •!& 
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'  K^iecti  wbiateTer,  apon  the  fundamental  condi- 
'  tioUj  that  the  foarth  clause  of  the  twenty-^izth 
'  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitqition  sub- 

*  mitted  on  the  part  of  said  State  to  Congress^  shall 
'  never  be  construed  to  authorize  the  passage  of 
'  any  law,  and  that  no  law  shall  be  passed  in  cod- 
'  ibrmity  theretck  by  which  any  citizen  of  either 
'  of  the  States  of  this  Union  shall  be  excluded  from 
'  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges  and  im- 
'  muaities  to  which  such  citizen  is  entitled  under 

*  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States:  Provided, 
'  That  the  L^islatore  of  the  said  State,  by  a 
'  solemn  public  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  the 
'  said  State  to  the  said  fundamental  condition,  and 
'  shall  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  Norem- 

*  ber  next,  an  authentic  copy  of  said  act ;  upon  the 
'  receipt  whereof,  the  President,  by  proclamation, 
'  shall  annoance  the  fact :  whereupon,  and  with- 
'  out  any  fortho'  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Con- 
'  gress,  me  admission  of  tu  said  State  into  this 
'  ITnion  shall  be  considoed  as  complete — ^And 
whereas,  br  a  solraan  public  act  of  the  Assembly 
of  the  saidStateof  Missouri,  passed  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June^  in  the  present  year,  entitled  "A 
'  solemn  public  act  declaring  the  assent  of  this 
-  State  to  the  fundamental  condition  contained  in 
'  a  resolution  |»ssed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
'  States,  providing  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
'  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  a  certain  condi- 
'  tion aa  aathentie  copy  whereof  has  been  com- 


municated to  me,it  is  scdemnly  and  publicly  enacted 
and  declared,  that  that  State  has  assented,  and 
does  assent,  tliat  the  fourth  elanse  of  the  twenty- 
rixtb  section  of  the  third  article  of  ^e  constitution 

of  said  State  "  shall  nerer  be  construed  to  author* 
'  tze  the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that  no  law  shall 
'  be  passed  in  conformity  thereto,  by  which  any 

<  citizen  of  either  of  the  United  States  shall  be  ex- 
'  eluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  priri- 
'  l^s  and  immunities  to  which  such  citizens  are 

<  entitled  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
'  States:" — Now,  therefore.  I,  Jaheb  Monboe, 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of 
the -resolution  of  Congress  aforesaid,  hare  issued 
this  my  Proclamation,  announcing  the  fact,  that 
the  said  State  of  Missouri  has  assented  to  the  fun- 
damental condition  required  by  the  resolution  of 
Congress  aforesaid ;  whereupon  the  admission  of 
the  said  State  of  Missonri  into  this  Union  is  de- 
clared to  to  be  comjdete. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1  hare  caused  the  seal 
of  the  Umted  States  of  America  to  be  aflbed 
to  these  presents,  and  ^ned  the  same  with 
[l.  8.]  my  hand.  Done  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
the  tenth  day  of  August,  1821 ;  and  of  the 
Indepoidence  of  the  said  United  States  of 
America  the  forty-sixth. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

By  the  President : 
John  Q-dinct  Aoah^ 

Seordary  of  Stait. 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  CONGRESS; 


PA88ED  AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND 
HELD  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY.  NOVEMBER  I»,  18M). 


An  Act  to  ftlter  the  lama  of  the  Diatriet  Ceart  in 
AlsbUB*. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  &nate  and  HoKse  of  Repre- 
»eti$aiives  of  the  United  Statee  of  Ameriea  in  Concrete 
atwiMed^  That  the  fint  session  of  th«  D»triet 
Court,  for  the  District  of  Alabnma,  shall  be  holden 
at  Mobile,  on  the  third  Monday  of  Febraarv,  1821 ; 
and,  thereafter,  the  stated  senions  of  saitl  Court, 
instead  of  the  times  heretofore  appoinUid,  shall  be 
holden,  annuallT)  as  follows:  at  Mobile,  on  the 
fine  Mondavs  or  Jannary  and  June,  and  at  Ca- 
hawba,  on  tne  first  Mondays  of  A|Hril  and  Novem- 
bev  ;  any  law  to  die  contrary  notwitbatandiu. 

Sec.  S.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pro- 
cess whieh  may  bare  issoed,  or  msy  hereafter 
issue,  returnable  to  the  next  succeeding  terms,  as 
heretofore  estaUished,  shall  be  held  returoaole, 
and  be  returned,  to  those  terms  to  which  they  are 
severally  changed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
^11  be  but  one  clerk  for  the  District,  who  shall 
keep  only  one  set  of  records;  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Apll^vred,  NoTember  27, 1830. 


An  Aet  to  piofida  in-  paytuf  to  the  Stat*  of  lUinois 
three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  uiiing  froa  the 
mU  of  public  lands  within  the  same. 
Be  it  enaeUd,  fc^  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury  shall,  from  time  to  lime,  and  whenever 
the  quarterly  accounts  of  public  moneys  of  the 
aereral  Land  Offices  alwU  be  settled,  pay  three 
per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  lying  within  the  State  of  Illinois, 
which,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thous- 
anct  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  have  been,  or 
hereafter  may  be,  sold  by  the  United  States,  after 
deducting  all  expenses  incidatal  to  the  same,  to 
such  peison  «  persons  as  may  be  aathmzed  by 
the  Legidatore  of  the  said  State  to  reodn  the 
same;  which  emiiB,  thua  paid,  shall  be  applied  to 
the  eneonragement  of  learning  within  saw  State, 
ia  eonfbimity  to  die  {Morisions  on  this  subject 
contained  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  peofde  of  the  Illmois  territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  govemment,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States."  approved  April 
eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, and  to  no  other  purpose;  and  an  annual  ac- 
count  of  the  applieatian  of  the  same  shall  be 


transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by 
sQch  officer  of  the  State  as  the  Legitdalure  thereof 
shall  direct;  and  in  default  of  such  return  bnng 
made,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  withhold  the  payment  of  any  sums  that 
may  then  be  due,  or  which  may  thereafter  become 
due,  until  a  return  shall  be  made,  as  herein  re- 
quired. 

Approred,  December  12, 1820. 

An  Act  to  unend  the  act,  entitled  '*An  aet  to  altar 
the  times  of  the  eession  of  the  Circuit  and  District 

Conrti  in  the  District  of  ColDmbia." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  act  passed  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  May  last,  to  alter  the  times  of  the 
session  of  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  instead  of  being  limited  to 
take  effect  on  the  fint  day  of  January  next,  shall 
have  fall  operation  and  efiect  from  and  after  dke 
passing  hereof;  and  that  all  the  writs  and  process 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columlriaj 
for  the  county  of  Washington,  shall  be  returned 
and  continued  in  like  manner  as  if  the  said  act 
had  taken  efiect  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day 
of  July  last. 

Approved,  December  29, 1820. 


An  Aet  to  amend  the  act,  eotMed  "An  aet  far  dw  n- 
Uef  of  the  legal  tepreesntativee  oTHewy  Willb." 
Be  it  eaaeled,  That  the  act,  entitled  ''An  aet 
for  the  relief  of  the  lecat  representatives  of  Hmry 
Willis,"  passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  May,  one 
thoosand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  be  so  eon- 
straed  as  to  except  from  location  all  town  lots  and 
lands  now  or  hereafter  reserved  by  the  United 
States,  or  which  may  have  been,  or  may  be,  ap- 
propriated by  CoDgnas  for  the  tise  of  any  State, 
or  for  any  other  purpose,  and  that  the  location  be 
made  withhi  two  yeara  from  the  passage  of  this 
aet 

Approved,  December  99, 18S0. 


Aa  Act  to  eller  die  time  of  holding  the  Distriet  Court 
in  the  Distrit^  of  Minnssippi. 
Beit  mooted,  fc.,  That  the  District  Court,  in 
the  District  of  Mississippi,  heretofore  holden  on 
the  first  Mondays  in  Suy  and  December,  shall 
hereafter  hold  its  r^lar  terms  <»ily  on  tne  first 
Monday  in  January  and  July;  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstandiBg. 
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Sec.  2.  And  be  ti  farther  atadai^  That  every 
writ,  procw,  subpcsna,  or  recogDisance,  returna- 
according  to  law,  or  the  tenor  thereof,  to 
either  of  the  aforesaid  terms,  holdea  on  the  first 
Moadaya  in  May  and  December,  shall  be  returna- 
ble to  the  next  succeedinfif  term  of  said  court,  to 
be  holden  oo  the  first  Monday  in  Jantiary  and 
jBl]r.^ApproTed,JanaBr]r  11, 1821. 


An  Act  makioff  ■  partial  appropriation  for  the  Military 

Serriee  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  tboa- 

•and  eight  hoodred  aod  twenty-one. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  appropriated,  on  account  of 
the  military  service  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty -one,  to  wit : 

For  subsistence  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages  on  the  settlement  of  outstanding 
claims,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Quartermaster's  department,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollara. 

Sec.  2.  And  U  it  ftrther  eaacUi^  That  the  said 
rams  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury, 
not  otherwue  appropriated. 

Aj^irored,  January  17, 1831. 


An  Act  to  eitend  Uie  time  fox  loeatiDg  Tirghiia  Mili- 
tary Land  Warrant!*,  and  returning  ■onreye  thereon 
to  the  Ganeral  Land  Offlee. 

Be  U  maetedj  4c-t  That  the  officera  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  fine  on  continental  estaUishment, 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  entitled  to  bounty  lands 
witbio  the  tract  of  county  reserved  the  State  of 
Virginia,  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto 
rirers,  shall  be  allowed  a  further  time  of  two  years, 
from  the  fourth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  to  obtain  warrants  and 
complete  their  locations,  and  the  further  time  of 
fow  years,  from  the  fourth  day  of  January,  one 
thouvand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  to  return 
their  surveys  and  warrants,  or  certified  cojhps  of 
warrants,  to  the  Qenoal  Laud  Office,  to  obtain 
patents. 

Bbc.  2.  And  U  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
patoiu  to  issae  for  lands  located  and  surveyed  by 
virtae  of  certain  Virginia  resolution  warrants." 
passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven^  shall  be  revived  and  in  force, 
with  all  its  restrictions,  except  that  the  respective 
times  allowed  for  making  locations,  and  returning 
surveys  thereon,  shall  be  limited  to  the  terms  jHre- 
scribed  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  for  the  loca- 
tion and  return  of  surveys  on  other  warrants,  and 
that  the  surveys  ^all  be  returned  to  the  Qeneral 
LandOffice:  Prmndtdy  That  no  locations  as  afore- 
said, in  virtue  of  this  or  the  preceding  section  of 
this  act,  shall  be  made  on  tracts  of  lands  for  which 

K tents  had  previously  been  issued,  or  which  had 
en  previously  surveyed ;  and  any  patent  which 
may,  nevertheless,  be  obtained  for  lands  located 
cmtrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  eon- 
Mdered  null  and  void. 
Approved,  February  9, 18S]. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Colnnibiui  Cilla|«iiAi 
Dietriet  of  ColomlHt. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  there  be  eTtcted,ui 
hereby  is  erected  and  established,  in  the  Dutnct 
of  Columbia,  a  college,  for  the  sole  and  aelnsitt 
purpose  of  educating  yonth  in  the  En^isb,  leinxd, 
aad  foreign,  languages,  the  liberal  am  scieoea, 
and  literature,  the  style  and  title  of  wbiu  tM  be, 
and  hereby  is  declared  to  be,  "  The  Oimim 
College,  in  the  District  of  Colombia." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enaeUd,  That  ikaid 
college  shall  be  under  the  management,  dirWioii, 
and  government,  of  a  ntmiber  of  trasttes,iiMa- 
ceediog  thirty-one,  to  be  elected  trienniillr,bfik 
contributors  to  the  said  college,  qualified  utok. 
in  such  manner,  and  under  such  Umibtums  ud 
restrictions,  as  may  be  provided  by  the  ofdiunai 
of  the  coU^  on  the  first  Monday  in  May;  ud 
that  the  first  trustees  of  the  said  ciultge  shtllcoo- 
sist  of  the  following  persons,  viz ;  Otadiah  E 
Brown,  Luther  Rice,  Enoch  Reynolds,  Josai 
Meigs,  Spencer  H.  Cone,  Daniel  Brown,  Setun 
J.  Meigs,  Joseph  Gibson,  Joseph  Cone,  Thomat 
Corcoran,  Bui^is  Allison.  Thomas  Sewiil,  tui 
Joseph  Thaw.    IVhich  said  trustees  and  tteirar 
cessors,  shall  forever  hereafter  be,  and  tbejin 
hereby  declared  to  be,  one  body  politic  and  corpff- 
rate,  with  perpetual  succession,  in  deed  and  in  Iit, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  bv  the  us^ 
style,  and  title  of  "  The  Columbian  College  in  v 
District  of  Columbia ;»  by  which  name  uiwi 
they,  the  said  trustees,  and  thdr  suecoKit^wi 
be  competent  and  capable,  at  law  aad  ih  em 
to  take  to  themsdves  and  their  sucee»in,ww 
use  of  the  said  college,  any  estate,  in  anvnosf' 
lands,  tenements,  hmditamente,  gooos,  chiBe^ 
moneys,  and  other  effects,  by  pa,  grant,  Ui^ 
sale,  converse,  Basonnoe,  vul,dense,  orbi|iA 
of  any  pereon  or  peraons  whatsoever:  J™«* 
The  same  do  not  exceed,  in  the  whole  the  M 
value  of  twraity-five  thousand  doIUn;  andi« 
same  messuages,  lands,  tenem^ts,  heredinM."! 
and  estate,  real  and  personal,  to  gnat,  Iw^ 
sell,  convey,  assure,  demise,  and  to  farm, 
place  oulon  interest,  for  the  nseof  the  saidwl^ 
in  such  manner  as  to  them,  or  atleast  Dioew"^ 
shall  seem  most  ben^cial  to  the  inst)Uiti«,iM 
to  receive  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits,  un* 
and  interest,  of  the  same,  and  to  ap)^]; 
to  the  proper  we  and  benefit  of  the  said  tw^ 
and  by  the  same  name  to  soe,  coanaenee,  fi» 
cute,  and  defend,  implead,  and  be  impleaded,  n 
any  courts  of  law  and  equity,  and  in  sU  vasa^ 
of  suits  and  actions  whatsoever,  and  genenllT^ 
and  in  the  same  name,  to  do  and  transacting 
every  the  business  touching  or  coneOTuii  ^ 
premises. 

Sec.  3.  Attdbe  it  further  enacted^ThaxUKmm 
tees  shall  cause  to  be  made  for  thdr  use  one  e^ 
mon  seal,  with  such  devices  and  inscriptioitsu^ 
on  as  they  shall  think  proper,  under  and  bf 
all  deeds,  diplomas,  certificates,  and  ? 
said  college,  shall  rass  and  be  atttbeDticatefl;<f| 
the  same  seal,  at  their  pleasure,  to  hnA,  ■*** 
vise  a  new  one. 
3BC.4.  AndU  it  >rfft#r  enocdd,  Thttlkti» 
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trasiew,  (w  ire  of  tbem  at  Jeaat,  ihall  meel  at  the 
coU^  on  College  hUl,  in  the  Baiil  District  of  Go- 
Iuiiibia,<»  the  first  Mooday  ia  March  next,  for  the 
purpow  of  eoncerting  and  agreeiiig  to  such  buniias 
as,  ID  consequeoee  ot  this  act,  shall  be  proper  to 
be  laid  before  them  at  the  commencemeat  of  the 
work  thejr  have  uDdectakea,  and  shall  hare  power 
to  adjourn,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  see 
cause,  to  any  other  times  or  places  for  th^  purpose 
of  perfecting  the  same.  That  there  shall  be  a  stated 
meeting  of  the  said  trustees  held  twice  in  every 
year  at  least,  at  such  place  and  time  as  the  said 
trustees,  or  a  quorum  thereof,  shall  appoint,  of 
which  public  notice  shall  be  given,  after  the  first 
meeti^,  at  least  twenty  days  beftwe  the  time  of 
such  inteaded  meeting,  whenever  the  praadcat,  to 
be  aj^inted     them,  shall  deem  the  busioeaa^f 
the  mstitution  to  reqnife  the  sam^  and  give  due 
notice  thereof,  whiai  he  ia  hereby  anthorized  to 
do ;  and  if,  at  such  atated  or  occasiooal  meetings, 
five  of  the  said  trustees  shall  not  be  pnaent,  Uioae 
of  them  who  shall  be  present,  shall  have  power  to 
adjourn  the  meeting  to  any  other  day,  as  fully  and 
edectually,  to  all  intents  and  pnrpOMs,  as  if  the 
whole  number  of  trustees  for  the  tmw  being  were 
present ;  but,  if  five  or  more  of  the  said  trustees 
shall  meet  at  Uie  said  appointed  times,  or  at  any 
other  time  of  adjournment,  then  such  five  of  the 
said  trustees  shall  be  a  board  or  quorum,  and  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  them  shall  be  capable  of 
doing  and  transacting  all  the  busiDess  and  con- 
cerns of  the  said  eoU^e  not  otherwise  provided 
for  bjr  this  act;  and  particularly  of  making  and 
eoacting  orduunees  for  the  goTernment  of  the 
said  colTeffe;  of  eleetiag  and  appointing  the  presi- 
dent, proieeaora,  and  tutors,  for  the  said  ccdlege ; 
of  agreeing  with  them  for  their  salaries  and  sti- 
pends, and  removing  them  for  misconduct,  or 
tireacb  of  the  laws  of  the  institution ;  of  appoint- 
ing committees  of  their  own  body  to  carry  into 
execution  all  and  every  the  resolutioosof  the  board ; 
of  appointing  a  president,  treasurer,  secretary, 
stewards,  managers,  and  other  necessary  and  cus- 
tomary officers,  for  taking  care  of  the  estate,  and 
managing  the  concerns  of  the  corporation  ;  and, 
generally,  a  majority  of  voices  of  the  board,  or 
quorum  of  the  said  trustees,  consisting  of  five  trus- 
tees at  least,  at  any  semi-annual,  occasional,  or 
adjourned  meeting,  after  notice  given  as  aforesaid, 
shall  determine  aU  matters  and  things  (although 
the  same  be  not  faernn  particularly  mentioned) 
nrhtch  shall  occasionally  arise,  and  be  iDcidenlally 
necessary  to  be  determined  and  transacted  by  the 
Mid  trustees:  Provided akoays.  That  noordinances 
shall  be  of  force  which  shul  be  repugnant  to  this 
sfaarter,  or  to  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  farther  tnaatad,  That  the  head 
ot  chief  master  for  the  said  college  shall  be  called 
i^Dfl  styled  "  The  President,"  and  the  masters  there- 
3f  ah^  be  called  "  Professors  and  Tutors,"  but 
neither  president,  professors,  or  tutors,  while  they 
remain  such,  shall  ever  be  capable  of  the  office  of 
:rustee. 

Sbc.  6.  AndbeUfwrOeremetod,  That  the  presi- 
leot,  professors,  and  tutora,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
ihall  be  called  and  styled  "  The  Facailty  of  the 
16th  Com.  2d  Sess— 57 


Colle^;"  whieh  iaealty  shall  have  the  power  of 
enforcing  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the 
trustees  for  the  government  of  the  pupils  by  m* 
warding  or  censuring  them,  and,  finally,  by  sus- 
pending such  of  them  as,  after  repeated  admeai- 
lions,  shall  continue  disobedient  and  refractory, 
until  a  determinaUcHi  of  a  quorum  of  the  trusteee 
can  be  had ;  and  of  granting  and  confirming,  Inr 
and  with  the  approbation  and  consent  of  a  roam 
of  the  trustees,  signified  by  their  mandamus,  suoh 
degrees  in  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences  to  such 
pupils  of  the  institution,  or  others,  who,  by  their 
[ffoficiency  in  learning,  or  other  meritorious  di»- 
tincti(»i,  they  shall  thmk  entitled  to  them,  as  are 
usually  granted  and  conferred  in  colleges ;  and  to 
grant,  to  suoh  graduates,  diplomas  or  certificates, 
under  their  common  seal,  ana  signed  by  the  faculty, 
to  authenticate  and  peipetuate  the  memory  of  such 
graduation. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacUdy  That  peraoOf 
of  every  relisious  denomination  shall  be  capable  of 
being  elected  trustees ;  nor  shall  any  person,  either 
as  presideol^  professor,  tutw,  or  pupil,  be  refused 
admittance  mto  said  college,  or  denied  any  of  the 
privileges,  immunities,  or  advantages  thereol^  tat 
or  on  account  of  his  sentiments  in  matters  oi  re^ 
ligion. 

Sec.  8.  And  6e  it  fwriher  enacted,  That  no  mis- 
nomer of  the  said  corporation  shall  defeat  or  annul 
any  gin,  grant,  devise,  or  bequest,  to  or  from  the 
said  corporation :  Provided,  The  intent  of  the  par- 
ties shall  sufficientiy  apprar  upon  the  face  of  the 
pft,  giant,  will,  or  other  writing,  whereby  any  es- 
tate or  interest  was  intended  to  pass  to  or  from  the 
said  ccH-poraUon. 

Sao.  9.  And  l»  it  fltrtker  matted,  That  the  cob^ 
stitutmn  of  the  said  college,  berdn  and  hereby  de> 
dared  and  established,  shall  be,  and  remain,  the 
inviolate  constitution  of  the  said  college  forev^} 
and  the  same  shall  not  be  altered,  or  alterable,  b* 
any  ordinance  or  law  of  the  said  trustees :  Providei, 
That  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  revoke  and  repeal  this  act,  at  aay, 
and  at  all  times  whenerer  they  shall  think  fit  ao 
to  do. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  farther  auuttd.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  trnstees  to  keep  a 
regular  book  or  journal,  in  which  shall  be  entered, 
under  their  direction,  besides  an  account  of  all  their 
ordinary  acts  and  proceedings,  all  the  by-laws, 
dinanco,  rules,  and  regulations  which  majL  ha 
adopted  by  the  said  boud,  for  their  own  gorm* 
ment,  and  for  the  govern meot  of  the  in8titati<m; 
also,  a  schedule  of  all  the  property  and  effect  reaL 
persona],  or  mixed,  which  shall  or  may  be  vested 
m  the  said  trustees,  for  the  use  of  the  said  college, 
by  virtue  of  any  gift,  grant,  trargain,  sale,  will,  or 
otherwise  together  with  aimual  statements  con- 
cerning the  accounts  and  finances  of  the  institn- 
tion.  That  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  trustees,  to  cause  to  be  enrolled  in  the  said 
book  or  journal  the  names  of  all  the  contributors 
to  the  institution  qualified  to  vote  for  trustees,  with 
their  respective  places  of  residence,  and  the  said 
book  or  journal  shall,  at  all  times,  be  open  to  the 
inqwction  or  examination  of  the  Attorney  Qenezal 
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of  die  United  S  utes ;  snd,  when  required  by  either 
Hftuse  of  Congress,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
trustees  to  fbrnuh  any  information  respecting  their 
own  conduct^  the  state  of  the  institatioD,  and  of  its 
finaiiees,  which  shall  or  may  be  so  required. 

Sbc.  11.  ilnd  &e  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  vacancy  or  vacancies  shall  happen  io  the  board 
of  trustees  aforesaid,  by  death,  inability,  resigna- 
tion, or  otherwise,  at  any  time  between  the  stated 
or  triennial  elections,  that  then  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  other  trustees,  or  any  fire  of  them, 
to  proceed,  at  any  subsequent  meeting  after  the 
happening  of  such  vacancy  or  vacancies,  to  choose 
by  ballot  any  anitaUe  person  or  persons  to  fill  the 
same. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  fwrOter  enacted.  That  the  «n- 
ploymeot  or  application  of  the  funds  or  income  of 
the  said  corporation.  or  any  part  thereof,  for  any 
purpose  or  object  otner  than  those  expreued  and 
defined  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  or  the  invest- 
ment thereof  in  any  other  mode  than  is  described 
and  provided  in  the  second  section  thereof,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  all  the 
rights  and  immunities  derived  from  this  act,  and 
the  same  shall  thenceforth  cease,  and  beitome  null 
and  void. 

Approved,  Felvuary  9, 1831. 


An  Act  fiir  the  relief  of  the  purchssensf  public  Unds, 
prior  to  the  first  d^  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  sad 
twenty. 

Bt  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  in  all  cases,  where  lands 
have  been  purchased  from  the  United  States,  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty,  it  shall  he  lawful  for  any  such  person  or 
persons,  being  the  legal  holder  of  any  certificate, 
or  certificates,  of  land,  on  or  before  the  thirtieth 
day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
oni^  to  file,  with  the  rM^ister  of  the  land  office 
where  any  tract  of  lana  has  been  purchased,  a 
rdinqnishment,  in  writing,  of  any  section,  half 
aection,  quarter  section,  half  quarter  section,  or 
legal  sohdivisionof  aDvfractional  section  oflandso 
purchased,  upon  which  thewhole  purchase  money 
has  not  been  paid,  and  all  sums  paid  on  acconnt 
of  the  part  relinquished  shall  be  applied  to  the 
discharge  of  any  instalments  which  may  be,  or 
shall  hereafier  become,  due  and  payable  upon  such 
land,  so  purchased,  as  shall  not  have  been  relin- 
quished, and  shall  be  so  applied  and  credited  as  to 
complete  the  payment  on  some  one  or  more  half 
quarter  sections  where  the  payments  by  transfer 
are  sufficient  for  that  purpose:  Provided,  That  all 
divisions,  and  subdivisions,  cont«nptated  by  this 
act,  shall  be  made  io  conformity  with  the  first  sec- 
tion of  an  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands,  passed  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  April,  one  thousnod  eight  hundred  and  twenty : 
And  provided,  alto,  That  the  right  of  relinquish- 
ment hereby  given  shall,  in  no  case,  authorize  the 
party  relinquishing  to  claim  any  repayment  from 
the  United  States:  And  provided,  lUeo,  That  where 
any  purchaser  has  purchased,  at  the  same  time, 
two  or  more  quarter  sections,  he  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  relinquish  less  than  a  quarter  section. 


Sn.  S.  And  he  4t  fiaOer  mueltd,  Tbii  tfe» 
tcrest  which  shall  have  accrued  beCm  ihttUM 
day  of  September  next,  upon  any  ddN  to  AeUtt- 
ted  States,  for  public  land,  shall  be,  andikait 
is  hereby,  remitted  and  discharged. 

Sec.3.  Andbeitfiiirtherenaetei,'Iiai'iiejBm 
indebted  to  the  United  States,  as  afinaid,  !^ 
be  divided  into  three  classes ;  the  ini  diK  t: 
include Sll  such  persons  as  shaU  hiRpudio  lit 
United  States  only  one-fourth  pari  of  ibton^iu. 
price  of  the  land  bv  them  respectirrir  {nciaxil 
or  held ;  the  second  class  to  inclade  ill  »ti  per- 
sons as  shall  have  paid  to  the  United  Sale  riy 
one-half  part  of  suco  original  price;  lodiktin 
class  to  include  all  such  persons  as  stall  hrniut 
to  the  United  States  three-foorth  puii  of  »^ 
original  price ;  and  the  debts  of  the  penpas  ae\t 
dedin  the  first  class  shall  bepaidiDBgkK^ 
annual  instalments ;  the  debts  of  the  i 
eluded  in  the  second  class  shall  be  pud  in 
equal  annual  instalments;  and  the  debts  of? 
persons  included  in  the  third  class  shiUbepiii 
four  equal  annual  instalmoits ;  the  fint  of  vin 
instalments  in  each  of  the  classes  afnesud  M  \t_ 
paid  in  mannn  following,  to  wit:  of  tktitiH 
class,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Scptcmbe  noi:: 
the  second  class,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  Df* 
ber  next ;  and  of  the  first  class,  on  tu  tkinr^ 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  «cht  hunditd  it 
twenty-two ;  and  the  whole  of  the  debt  ifciw 
shall  bear  an  annual  interest  at  the  taieofaiff 
cent. :  Provided  alwayt,  That  the  aiH  ^ 
remitted  upon  each  and  evoryof  the  infill^''' 
aforesaid  which  shall  he  pnnctuaily  paid^- 
same  shall  becmne  payable  as  afintnii 

Sec.  4.  And  ht  it  fmrtker  ewukd,  Vi^ob. 
cases  where  complete  payment  of  ue  ^ 
doe,  or  which  may  become  dtte,  for  aaiM*- 
land  purchased  from  the  United  8taIl^  if>*^- 
shall  be  made  on  or  before  the  thinKthir  -' 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  iBjt*fi|!^ 
two,  a  deduction,  at  the  rate  of  ihiriT-^«'-' 
half  per  <;;ntum,  shall  be  allowed  upoo 
remaming  unpaid :  Provided,  That  notliiii>'^ 
contained  shall  authorize  any  discount 
ments  made  by  atransfer  of  former  payomO'^'' 
the  provisions  of  the  first  section  ofUmac'' 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  taci:' 
every  individual  or  company,  that  has  iud^ - 
any  lands  by  him  or  them  purchased  of  thtU^ 
States,  any  town,  a  part  or  the  whole  of  tbc- 
whereof  have  been  soU,  shall  beentilMU- 
benefits  of  this  act  in  rdation  to  ant  half  ^ 
or  quarter  section  of  land,  on  whicii  sock 
msy  be  situated,  and  of  rU  lands  br  him  ur'>^ 
owned,  contiguous  to  and  adjoinins  a* 
quarter,  quarter  section,  or  secticMi,  on  wW* 
town  is  situated,  upon  condition  odIt.  t^'" 
and  every  person  who  has  purcha&ed  of 
them  a  town  lot,  or  part  of  a  lot,  or  land  ' 
adjoining  the  same,  shall  be  entitled  to  >  ^ 
sion  of  all  interest  that  has  accrued,  idi!  * 
count  of  twenty  per  centum  on  the  amoc'' 
paid,  and  to  discharge  their  debt  by  ^^J' 
security,  in  equal  annual  instalroentsof  fi*"'^ 
from  the  thirtieth  day  of  December  vfi 
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shall  the  prormotu  of  this  act  be  eonatnied  to  ex- 
tHid  to  an/  person  or  persons  claiming  title  to  land 
aader  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  the  third  day 
of  Bfarch,  eighteen  hundred  and  serenteoi,  entitled 
"An  act  to  set  ajnrt  and  dispose  of  certain  pub- 
lic lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cnltiration 
of  the  Tine  and  olire." 

Sbc.6.  Artdheit^rtkereiiaeted.  That  for  failure 
to  pay  the  sereral  debts  aforesaid,  in  manner  afore- 
said, and  for  the  term  of  three  months  after  the 
daf  appointed  for  the  payment  of  the  last  instal- 
ment toereoi^  in  each  of  the  classes  aforesaid,  the 
land  so  purchased  or  held  by  the  respective  persons 
indebted  to  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
ipso  facto,  become  forfeited,  and  revert  to  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  deemed  to  be  included  within,  or  en- 
titled to,  the  benefits  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  acL  who  shall  not,  on  or  before  the  thirtieth 
day  of  September  next,  sign  and  file  in  the  office 
of  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  the  district 
where  the  land  was  purchased,  or  where  the  residue 
of  the  purchase  money  is  payable,  a  declaration  in 
writing,  expressing  his  consent  to  the  same,  and 
shall  my  to  the  register,  for  receiving,  recording, 
and  filing  the  same,  fifty  cents. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  furtha-  ta^ed,  That  it  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is  mad&  the  duty  of  the  several  regis- 
ters and  receivers  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  forms  and  instrnctions 
which  shall  be  given  in  that  behalf  by  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  to  assist  in  carrying  this  act  into 
execution,  to  keep  full  and  faithiul  accounts  and 
records  of  all  proceedings  under  the  same ;  and, 
within  the  term  of  three  months  afcer  the  said 
thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  to  transmit  to  the 
said  department  a  correct  report  of  the  quantity  of 
land  relinqaished  to  the  United  States;  the  quan- 
tity on  which  full  payment  shall  have  been  made ; 
and  the  quantity  on  which  a  further  credit  shall 
have  been  {pren,  distinguishing  the  amount  of  the 
debt  on  which  lurther  credit  shall  have  been  al- 
lowed; and  the  registers  and  receiveis,respectively, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  fifty  cents  from  the  party 
relinquishin£,for  each  half  quarter  section,  quarter 
section,  hall  section,  section,  or  1^1  snbdiTision 
of  a  fraotiooal  secticm,  so  relinquished. 

Sec.  9.  And  bt  it  fva^  saaded^  That  no  lands 
purchased  from  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty, 
which  are  not  alrrady  forfeited,  shall  be  considered  1 
as  forfeited  to  the  Government,  for  failing  in  ! 
completing  the  payment  thereon,  until  the  said 
thirtieth  day  of  September  next ;  and  all  the  lands 
which  shall  be  relinquished  to  the  United  States, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  for- 
feited, and,  with  all  other  lands  which  may  become 
forfeited  under  thin  act,  shall  be  sold  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  makinff 
further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands," 
passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  *t  further  enacted.  That  no  land 
which  shall  be  surrendered  under  the  provisions 


of  this  act,  shall  be  oflfered  for  sale  for  Uie  term  of 
two  years  after  the  sntrendn  thereof. 
Approved,  March  2, 1821. 


Ao  Act  to  redoce  and  fix  the  Miliury  ErtabUshmaak 

of  the  Unitod  States. 

Be  ii  enacted,  f  c.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  June  next,  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  shall  be  compraed  of 
four  regiments  of  artillery  and  seven  regiments  of 
infantry,  with  such  officers  of  engineers,  of  ord- 
nance, and  of  the  stafi",  as  are  hereinafter  provided 
for. 

S£c.2.  Aiid  be  it  further  enaotedj  That  each  regi- 
ment of  artillery  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one 
lieuteirant  oc^ond,  one  m^or,  one  sergeant  major} 
one  qnattermaster  seigeant,  and  'nine  compames, 
one  of  which  AM  be  designated  and  equipped  as 
light  artillery ;  and  that  there  shall  be  attaehed  to 
each  regiment  of  artillery  one  supernumerary  cap* 
tein  to  perform  ordnance  duty,  and  that  each  com- 
pany shall  consist  of  one  captain,  two  first  lieu- 
tenants, two  second  lientenants,  four  sei^ieants, 
four  corporals,  three  artificers,  two  musicians,  and 
forty-two  privates.  That  each  r^men  t  of  infantrr 
fhall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  Ueutenant  colonel, 
one  major,  one  sergeant  major,  one  quartermaster 
sergeant,  two  principal  musicians,  and  ten  com- 
panies, each  of  which  shall  consist  of  one  captain, 
one  first  lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  three 
sergeants,  four  corporals,  two  musicians,  and  forty- 
two  privates ;  and  that  to  each  r^imrait  of  artil- 
lery and  infantry  there  ithall  be  one  adjutant,  who 
shall  be  taken  from  the  snhalterns  of  the  line. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  Ufitrther enacted,  That  theeoips 
of  engineers  (bombardins  excepted)  and  the  to- 
pographical engineers,  and  tiieir  assistant^  shall 
be  retained  in  service  as  at  present  organized. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  the  ord- 
nance department  shall  be  merged  in  the  artillery, 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  select  from  the 
raiments  of  artillery  such  officers  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  perform  ordnance  duties,  who,  while  so 
detached,  shall  receive  the  pay  and  emoluments 
now  received  bv  ordnance  officers,  and  shall  be 
subject  only  to  toe  orders  of  the  War  Department ; 
and  that  the  number  of  enlisted  men  in  the  ord- 
nance departmoit  be  reduced  to  fifty-six. 

Slc.  5.  Aadheitfttriherenactedj  "that  there  shall 
be  one  major  general,  with  two  aids-de-camp,  two 
1  brigadier  generals,  each  with  one  aid-deH»mp; 
!  and  that  the  aids-de-camp  be  taken  from  the  sub- 
alterns of  the  line,  and.  in  addition  to  their  oihra 
duties,  shall  perform  the  duties  of  assistant  adju- 
tant general. 

Sec.  G.  Andbe  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  one  adjutant  general,  and  two  inspectors  gen- 
eral, with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  of  col- 
onels of  cavalry. 

Sec.  7,  Andbeit/itrthereaaeied,  Th&ttheteshail 
be  one  quartermaster  general ;  that  there  shall  be 
two  quartermasters,  with  the  rank,  jpay,  and  emol- 
uments of  majors  of  cavalry ;  and  ten  assistant 
quartermasters,  who  shall,  in  addition  to  their 
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MT  in  the  line,  reeeive  a  smn  not  leu  than  ten 
dollars,  nor  more  ifaan  twenty  dollan  per  moitth, 
10  be  regulated  by  the  Swretary  of  War. 

Sec.  8.  Aadht it  fwrifur enacted^  That  there  shall 
be  one  commissary  general  of  subsistence;  and 
Aat  Acre  shall  be  as  naany  assistant  commissaries 
1  as  the  service  may  require,  not  exceeding  fifty,  who 
akall  be  taken  from  the  mbaltern*  of  the  line,  and 
shall,  in  addition  to  tfaeir  pay  in  the  line,  reeelTe 
a  smn  not  less  than  tea,  nor  nme  than  twenty 
dayars  per  month ;  and  that  the  assistant  quarter- 
iMflters,  and  assistant  commissaries  of  subsistence, 
diall  be  aulnect  to  duties  in  both  departments, 
under  the  ordera  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Bsc.  9.  Jadbtif fitrtkattmadaij  That  there ahall 
ke  one  paymaster  general,  with  the  present  com- 
paMatioU}  and  fourteen  jmymasteri,  with  the  pay 
nd  «DiolWBenti  of  ragunoital  paymastera.  and 
Aal  Uktc  ihall  be  one  eammissary  of  purchases, 
Mid  two  militaiy  storekeepers,  to  be  attached  to 
the  purchasing  department. 

Sao.  10.  AnA  be  it  Anther  enaettdy  That  the  med- 
ical draartment  shall  consist  of  one  surgeon  gene- 
nd,  eight  surgeons,  with  the  compensation  of  regi- 
ment^ BUi^eons,  and  forty-five  assistant  surgeons, 
with  the  compensatioB  ofpost  surgeons, 

Bbo.  11.  And  U  it  farther  enaOxd,  That  the  offi- 
ens,  non-eommisHioned  officers,  artificers,  musi- 
eians,  and  privates,  retained  by  this  act,  except 
thoBC  specially  provided  for,  shail  have  the  same 
rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  as  are  provided  in 
Ilka  eases  by  existing  laws ;  and  that  the  force 
authorized  and  continued  in  eerriee  under  this  act 
diaU  be  sutfcet  to  the  rules  and  artielea  of  war. 

Sbo.  12.  And  he  it  fmOm  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  cause  to  be  arranged 
Uie  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  artificers, 
SHirieians,  and  privates,  of  the  several  corps  now 
in  the  service  of  Uie  United  States,  in  sucn  man- 
ner as  to  form  and  complete  out  of  the  same  the 
force  authorized  by  this  act,  and  cause  the  super- 
numerary officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  arti- 
ficers, musicians,  and  privates,  to  be  discharged 
from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  13.  And  he  it  further  etuusted^  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  commisEioned 
officer,  who  shall  be  di5cbai:ged  from  the  service 
of  the  United  Statu  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  three 
months  pav,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emolu* 
ments  to  wnieh  he  may  be  entitled  by  hiw  at  the 
tinn  of  his  discharge. 

Sec.  U.  And  U  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  the  sys- 
tem of  "  General  Regulations  for  the  Army,"  com- 
piled by  Major  General  Scott,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  herebv,  approved  and  adopted  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
of  the  militia  when  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Approved,  March  2, 1821. 


An  Act  making  aj^ropriatioDs  for  the  snpporl  of  Gov- 
erDment,  for  the  year  one  thousand  tight  handled 
and  twcnty>one. 

Bt  A  sBocM,  ^  That  the  following  sums  b& 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  approprialid 


for  the  service  of  the  year  one  tbooand 
dred  and  twenty-one,  that  is  to  say: 

Foe  compensation  granted  by  hiw  to  ttuScatt 
and  House  of  Rein'esentatiTes,  their  officst,  ud 
attendants,  three  hundred  and  fonrtem  tbcwtti 
eifd^t  hondred  and  sixty-six  doLlacs. 

For  the  compensation  of  the  SenatonudKa- 
resentatire  ele^ed  by  Missouri,  six  tbooauid  «• 
lara. 

For  the  expenses  of  fire  wood,  sutionerr,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  eipeases  tutwo 
Houses  of  Congress,  forty-nine  uousand  dotlus. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Lilwary  of  C<mflea,ii- 
eluding  the  Lilvarian's  allowance  for  oe !«, 
one  thoaaand  nine  hundred  and  &(tf  doUats. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  libnTf  d 
Congress,  comprdiaiding  Ae  statutes  ud  tbeie- 
'ports  of  the  decisions  m  the  coorts  of  kwu^ 
chancery  of  the  difierent  States,  vith  tke  hM 
maps  or  the  several  States  and  Territoria  of  ik 
United  States,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Csiiid 
States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  tbt 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  Suie,si 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerb  in  the 
meat  of  State,  by  the-  act  of  twentieth  April,tBt 
thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifnealh*- 
sand  nine  hundred  ddlus.  , 

For  compensaticm  to  the  messengeniaMda- 
partment,  including  the  messenger  to  tbePiHi 
offiee,  nine  hundred  and  nxty  doOm. 

For  the  contingent  and  incidental  expaM>» 
the  Department  of  State,  including  exfeoKsat 
distributing  copies  of  the  laws  of  theamsi*'' 
sion  of  the  sixteenth  Congress,  twenty-tw***" 
and  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  Uie  Secretary  of  the  W- 
sury,  six  thousand  dollars.  , 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  th«^^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  woW* 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad  ei^Mi 
ten  thousand  four  hunored  dollars.  , 

For  compensation  to  the  messeDgers  is 
office,  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars.  , 

For  comprasation  to  the  First  Co(Bpt>"<^ 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hondm 

For  compensation  to  the  cleriLs  in  tbeofr*^ 
the  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  tmatieA 
one  thousand  ei^ht  bundr^  and  eigfaiecB,K** 
teen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  ddlan.  . 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  io  ^ 
fice,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compeosarion  to  the  Second  Cooiptiwc 
three  thousand  doUare. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  o&a  1 
the  Second  Comptroller,  per  act  of  tweniK^i^ 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad 
nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  doUi^  . 

For  compensation  to  the  messrager  iosu^^ 
fice,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars.  , 

For  coi^ipensation  to  the  oleito  in  the  ep"" 
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the  Pint  Auditor,  pn  act  of  twottieth  April,  one 
thoasand  dght  handred  and  eighteen,  fifteea  thoiH 
Band  two  husdred  doUara. 

For  MxapesiatioD  to  the  meaMoger  in  aaid  of- 
fice fbw  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compenaatioQ  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  tho\isaad  dollars. 

For  eompensation  to  the  clorks  in  the  <^ce  of 
the  Second  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  aerni- 
teen  tbmuand  two  hundred  doUais. 

For  eompeOBatiou  to  the  nMssenger  in  aaid  of- 
fioe,  foor  hundred  and  ten  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  tliree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Third  Anditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one 
thousaad  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twentjr-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  comprasation  to  the  messengen  in  aaid  of- 
fice, seren  hundred  and  ten  doUais. 

For  eompraisation  to  the  Fowlb  Anditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  tfaonsand  doHan. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Fourth  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  tbouaand  aght  nuodred  and  eighteen,  finecu 
tboDsand  and  fiitf  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messeager  in  said  of- 
fice, foar  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compeusatioQ  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  per  act  of  tweutieth  April,  one 
thousand  eisbt  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten  tnousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  three  clerks,  to  complete  the  dn^  of  the 
Ciommissioner  of  the  Rerenue,  transferred  to  the 
office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  three  thoumd  seren 
bittdred  dtdtars. 

For  compensation  to  the  raeasengcf  in  aaid  of- 
fice, foor  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  three  dunisaud  dollars. 

For  eompnuation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Treasure,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  tboa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  nve  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  as  al- 
lowed by  act  of  appropriation,  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty ;  and  also  ftnr  an  aaaist- 
aot  to  the  chief  clerk,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

"B^or  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  eompensatioa  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  oAaij  three  thousand  doUan. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerits  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissioner,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice^ four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Roister  of  the  Treas- 
ury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  cleAs  in  the  o&m  of 


the  Register,  per  act  of  twentieth  Aiml,  one  thcu- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eigbteea,  twenty-two  thou- 
sand three  hnnAted  and  uRy  dollars. 

For  eompenntion  to  the  messenger  in  said  offiee^ 
including  me  allowance  for  stampiDg  ships'tegis- 
tera,  fireliaadred  doUar^ 

For  coa^>enaati«i  to  the  aeeretuy  of  the  Coitt<> 
missioners  of  tbe  Sinking  Fond,  two  hundred  uid 
fifty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  cnployed  in  trans- 
mitting pasnxurts  and  aea-Iettera,  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  languages  in  the  office  of  tk» 
Secretary  of  the  Treamry,  for  stationery,  fueL 
printing,  and  other  contingent  and  incideatal 
expenses  in  the  Treasury  Dnarttnmt,  and  the 
sereral  offices  therein,  forty-dgnt  thraaand  aetm 
hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  supermtendent  and  four 
watchmoi,  em^yed  fi>r  the  security  of  the  Stale 
and  Treasury  naildinga,  one  thooaand  nine  katk- 
dred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  aiz 
thonannd  dollars. 

For  eon^Mnsation  to  the  elerks  in  the  War  D»- 
pfu-tment,  per  act  of  twmtieth  April,  one  thouaaBd 
eight  huniuad  and  eighteen,  twenty-three  thoosnnd 
four  hundred  dollais. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  Oe* 
partment,  seven  hundred  and  tea  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel;  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  sud  Departnua^ 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  maps,  plans,  hooka,  and  inatrumoitB,  ane 
thousand  dollars. 

For  eompensatioa  to  the  Paymarter  QenenI, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  m  the  office  of 
the  Paymasttt  Clracral,  per  act  of  twenti^  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hndiad  and  dghteoB^niDe 
thousnnd  two  hnndsed  doUais. 

For  compensation  to  the  mesiienger  in  said  offie^ 
fonr  hundrad  and  ten  doiinrs. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  Qenemi 
oi  Purchases,  three  thousand  dcdlars. 

For  compounCion  to  the  deriu  in  the  office  «f 
snid  Commissary,  two  tkoosand  eight  hiufred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  aaid  «Aee, 
three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  conqiensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  ofilee  of 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  per  act  of 
twentieth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Ordnane^  per  act  ttf  twentieth  April,  eae 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  two  tfiou- 
sand  nine  hundred  and  fif^  demus. 

For  compensation  to  the  ela^  in  the  <Aee  of 
the  Commissary  Gtteral  of  Subsisten^  two  the*- 
sand  one  lumdred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  tbe  Engineer 
office,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  filty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  elerke  in  the  Smgeon 
Oeneral's  office,  one  thouaand  one  hundnd  uA 
fifty  dollars. 
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For  tke  coatiogent  expenses  of  the  said  office, 
fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
dx  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
eight  thousand  two  handred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
c^Sce,  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
tboDssnd  dollan. 

Fqs  eompenation  to  the  Commusionets  of  the 
Hurj  Board,  ten  thousand  fire  hundred  dolkrs. 

For  eompenaation  to  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
misrioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  per  act  of 
twentieth  April,  me  thousand  eight  htudred  and 
eighteen,  three  thousand  fire  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  three  clerks  and  a  draughts- 
man, as  allowed  by  acts  of  appropriation  for  one 
tikousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  one 
thoniand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  in  the  office 
of  said  Commissioners,  four  thousand  doHam. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  himdred  and  ten  dollars. 
*  For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
thousand  dollan. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  fottr 
watchmen,  for  the  security  of  the  War  and  Navy 
buildings,  and  for  the  repairs  of  engine,  hose,  and 
buckets,  one  thousand  nue  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tlie  Postmaster  General, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  two  Assistant  PostmaMns 
General,  fire  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  General 
Post  Office,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  Dundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  six  hundred  and  uxty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  four 
thcMisand  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  eompetuatimi  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Surveyor  Genoal,  two  thousand  one  himdred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  suTveyor  south  of  Ten- 
nessee, two  thousaod  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  in  Illinois, 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  dollars. 

F(W  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  two  thousand  dolkra. 

For  compensation  to  the  sgrreyor  in  Alabama, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compoisation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  murejfor  in  Alabama,  one  thousand  fire  hnn- 
dred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 


Public  Buildings,  at  Washiogtoo  City,  tm  that- 
sand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officoi  and  ektb  in 
the  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  handred  dollin. 

For  wages  of  persons  anf^oyed  in  thedi&imi 
operati<ms  of  the  Mint,  nine  uounod  ud  Bcf 
dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingait  ezpmtiud  I^ 
pairs,  cost  of  machinery,  and  for  allovuet  of 
wastage,  in  the  gold  and  silver  coinigt  (Im 
Mint,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  doUin. 

For  compensation  to  the  Govenutt,  JadmBd 
Secretary,  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  nx  mmA 
six  hundred  dcdlars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  MidTtnibif, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  ud 
Secretary,  of  the  Michigan  Temtory,six  tboiBuil 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  TnriioiT, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dolhrs. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Jastiee,  the  At- 
sociatc  Judges,  and  District  Jad^  of  the  Uniiol 
States,  including  the  Chief  JosUce  and  Ainciiit 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Colamtsa,  seratf«^ 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attomev  Genml  d 
the  United  States,  three  thousand  an  hoM 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  ibe  e6»  i 
the  Attorney  General,  per  act  of  twentieth  Ap 
one  thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  agtilceD,t^ 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  (i6tt,it 
eluding  compensation  to  the  messenger.  In  kn- 
dred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  reports  of  the 
ions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  oae  thoasaiul 

For  compensation  to  sundry  district  ma^ 
and  marshals,  as  granted  by  U.w,  inclodog  ih« 
in  the  several  Territories,  eight  tfaomud  M 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  ffvm^ 
the  late  and  present  governments,  one  thooflH 
five  hundml  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  ibe  M  " 
the  rdief  and  jvotection  of  sick  and  dinlM'"' 
men,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  rapport  of  lighthouses,  and  oihct 
lishments  for  the  proteetion  of  naTig>t»>>i 
hundred  and  two  thousand  three  htudicd  t» 
forty-one  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents.  , 

For  surveying  the  public  laods  of  the 
States,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doUii^ 

For  additional  compensation  allowed 
of  the  twentieth  April,  one  thousand  ^''^JT 
dred  and  eighteen,  to  the  clerks  in  tiaofatta''' 
Superintendent  General  of  Indian  tr8de,i(ni  iKt 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  bringing  on  the  votes  of  President  ui'* 
President,  three  thousand  one  hiudndudiiB'r 
five  d(^rs  and  fifly  cents. 

For  expenses  of  ships' res^sters,  three  dui^ 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dolwrs. 

For  the  diaeharge  of  such  misceUaneooe^ 
against  the  United  States  not  otherwise 
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iatf  u  ilull  be  admitted  io  doe  eouse  of  aettlement 
at  the  Tnasary^  six  thcnuand  dollan. 

For  the  aalaneti  of  the  Minuten  vS  the  United 
S  tates  at  Lmdoo,  Paris,  St.  Petmbuuf,  and  Mad- 
rid, with  the  salaries  of  their  several  Secretaries  of 
Lotion,  and  the  salaries  of  the  Ghargfi  d' Affaires 
at  uie  Hague,  Rio  Janoro,  and  at  Stoucholm,  fiitjr- 
seren  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  an  outfit  to  a  Minister  at  Paris,  nine  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  those  missions, 
tea  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 
course, thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  interconrse  with  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,  forty-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  salaries  of  the  agents  for  jclaims  on  account 
of  spoliations  and  for  seamen,  at  London  and  Paris, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  i)rotMtioQ  of  American  sea- 
men in  foreign  countries,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  openiog,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  within  the  Indian  country,  a  road 
from  a  point  at  or  near  Turner  Brashears  Stand, 
on  >he  old  Natchez  road,  to  a  point  at  or  near 
Columbus,  on  the  military  road,  Uie  sum  of  fire 
thousand  dollars,  which,  by  an  act  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  was  appropriated  for  keeping  in  re- 
mir  said  old  road  from  Natchez  to  Columbia,  in 
Tennessee,  and  which  remains  unexpended. 

Sec.  2.  Andbe  U  farther  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1821. 


An  Aet  making  appropriations  for  the  UiKtarj  Ser- 
vice of  the  United  Ststea  for  the  year  one  thonsaod 
eight  haodred  and  twrnty-one. 

Bt  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively,  appropria- 
ted for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  to  wit ; 

For  the  pay  of  the  army  and  subsistence  of  the 
officers,  nine  hundred  and  fif^y-four  thousand  fire 
hundred  and  fifty-fire  dollars  eighty-six  cents,  in 
addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  eight  hnndred  and 
e)|Hht]r  dollars  and  Herenty-dght  cents. 

For  three  months  gpatuitoui  pay  for  disbanded 
officers  and  soldiers^  mdnding  trareUing  allow- 
ances for  the  same,  six^  thousand  dollars. 

For  aubsistaicej  one  bundled  and  four  thousand 
six  buadred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and  sixty-seven 
cents,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  (me  hundred  and 
fifty  thcusand  dollars  already  appropriated. 

For  borage  for  officers,  forty-one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  forty-one  dollars. 

For  clothine,  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
thousand  fire  liundred  and  sixty-fire  dollars  and 
twenty'&ve  cents,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended 


balance  of  thirteen  thoosand  nine  hundred  and 
three  doUan  and  serenty-two  cents. 

For  the  Medical  and  Hnqntal  dcmartmoit, 
twenty-four  thousand  fire  hnndred  and  fire  dol- 
lars, in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balanee  of  nine 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars 
and  sixty-fire  cents. 

For  the  Quartermaster  Ckneral's  department, 
two  hundred  and  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  already  appro- 
priated, to  wit : 

For  regular  supplies,  transportation,  rents,  and 
repairs,  postage  and  courts  martial,  and  contin- 
gencies of  the  department,  and  pajr  of  soldiers  em- 
ployed in  the  erection  and  repairs  of  barracks, 
surveys,  roads,  and  other  labor,  three  hundred  ana 
seventeen  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  sixty-eight 
dollars. 

To  complete  the  barracks  at  Baton  Rouge, 
twenty  thousand  dollars ;  and  for  Uie  transpoitt- 
tion  of  ordnance,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages  in  the  Qjiutermaster  General's 
derartment,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Military  Academy,  serenteen  thousand 
and  thirty-six  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents. 

For  fortification^  two  hundred  and  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  in  addition  to '  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  -be  ap- 
plied to  the  following  fortifications,  to  wit : 

Fort  Delaware,  fiRy-fire  thousand  dcJlars,  to 
complete  the  same. 

Fort  Washington,  twenty-two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Fort  Monroe,  sixty-fire  thousand  dollars. 
Fort  Calhoun,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Rigolets,  sixty  thousand  doUars. 
Mobile  Point,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
Repairs  and  contingencies,  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  contingencies  of  the  army,  forty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  national  armorie^  three  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  ser- 
vice^ an  unexpended  balance  of  twenty-three  thoti- 
sand  six  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  seven 
cents. 

For  the  fulfilment  of  existing  contracts  for 
cannon,  shot,  and  shells,  and  for  the  purchase  of 
one  thousand  sword  belts,  and  of  timber  for  gun 
carriages,  fifty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  invalid  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  thousand  diree  hundnd  and  twenty-four 
dollars,  in  addition  to  an  tmenwnded  balance  ctf 
one  hundred  and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
serenty-six  dollars  and  serenty-fire  cents. 

For  the  half-pay  pensions  widows  and  or- 
phans, thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages,  prior  to  the  first  of  January, 
eighteen'  hundred  and  seventeen,  fifty  thousand 
dolla  rs,  in  addition  to  a  former  appropriation  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 
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Fat  amanges  in  tbe  iadiaa  Deptrtmeat,  om 
hundred  and  tbirly  thouaand  two  hundred  alid 
Are  dollars  and  forty-four  ceitis. 
■  For  the  current  expenses  of  tbe  Indian  Oepart- 
nent,  one  hundred  tnoasand  dollars. 

For  the  aonual  allowance  to  the  Rerolutionary 

Eensioners  of  the  United  States,  one  millioD  two 
andied  thousand  dollars,  being  part  of  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  a  former  appropriatioD. 

For  carrying  into  ^ect  the  treaty  concluded 
with  the  Cntk  nation,  oo  the  eighth  dav  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thonsaod  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
aod  ratified  by  and  with  tbe  adriee  and  eonsMitoi 
the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Febmary, 
mw  IhooMDd  eiffbt  hundred  and  twenty-one,  forty- 
ai^t  tlMusaod  BTe  hundred  ddlars. 

For  canying  into  effect  the  treaty  concluded 
with  tbe  Cboctaw  nation  of  Indians,  on  the  elev- 
enth of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twtaty,  sixty-five  thousand  dollars;  and  for  pay- 
swat  of  one  year's  annuity  to  Mushulatuon, 
a  Choctaw  chief,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  completing  the  road  in  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, through  the  Creek  nation,  under  tbe  acts  of 
ow  twenty-seventh  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  twenty-seventh  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and 
finrteenth  April,  one  thousand  eight  bunth«d 
and  tw»ty,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  diseba^ng  amera^  ine»red  in  building 
tile  aieeul  at  Aogtuta,  in  Georgia,  forty  tiwu- 
sand  dollars. 

8bc.  2.  Aid  be  it  furiJuir  enacted,  That  the  seve- 
ral appropriations,  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  m  any  money  in  tbe  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriaied. 
Approved,  March  3, 1831. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  die  support  of  (bs 
Iia«Tofth«  United  Sutea  for  ibe  year  on*  thou- 
wnd  eight  handred  and  twenty-one. 
Be  it  enacted,  |c.,  That,  for  ddraying  the  ex- 
penses     die  navy,  for  the  yeu  one  thousand 
eight  hmndred  aad  twcniy-oae,  the  following  soaas 
1)&  and  the  same  are  hereby)  reapcetively  a|^ro- 
pnated: 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  nine  hundred  and  eighty* 
ihree  thousand  three  btmdred  and  twenty-five 
^Uan  ud  tw«ity-five  eenis. 

For  provisions,  three  hundred  and  thirtv-seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-<Hie  dolurs. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  aU  eqwsses 
OB  aeeoont  of  the  sick,  thirty-two  thomnd' dol- 
lars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  three  hundnd  and  seven- 
ty-five thousand  dollars. 

Fot  improvement  of  navy  yarda,  docks,  and 
wharves,  pay  of  si^wrintendents,  storekeepers, 
clerks,  andlabwers,  twen^-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  todnanee  stores,  twenty-five 
tbooaand  dollars. 

For  ooaiingent  expenses,  two  hviulredthottiMid 
ilollara. 

For  pay  and  subsistmoe  of  the  mariae  oerp^ 


one  hundred  and  sixty-aiae  tboosaad  Amhs- 
dred  and  ninety-<hree  dirilan. 

For  clothii^  tbe  same,  thirty  thonsui  sii  ho- 
dred  and  eighty-six  dollars,  bm  thiTty-ffieeaia 

For  fuel  for  the  same,  »x  Ihoasasd  agbiba- 
dred  and  fifty-seven  dt^ars  sad  fifty  eati 

For  contingent  expenses  of  tbe  saiu^  fimrtn 
thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  equipment  of  the  mxis 
constructed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  nftoriziBg 
the  building  of  a  certain  number  of  bbiAibkIs 
of  war,  ten  thoosand  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  caaUii^  tbe  6eeMiio( 
the  Navy  to  remore  obatmetioiu  pitted  n 
rivCT  Thames^  in  Ckmnedieut,  by  tbeamnndR 
of  tbe  Amenean  ships  dDring  tbe  btew.oR 
hundred  and  fifity-dolwra. 

Sac.  2.  And  h»  it  farther  maettd,  Tbuthesm 
ral  appropriations  hereinbefore  niade^lK|iil 
oat  of  any  money  in  the  Treascry  not  olhtrro 
approprwted. 

Approved,  March  3, 1881. 


An  Act  to  aatkoriM  the  PiesidaBt  sf  tb  Cdd 
States  to  borrow  a  sura  not  esossffim  tnaSm 
of  dollsn. 

B$  st  muuttdj  ^  That  the  Pnadat  tt  it 
United  States  b^  and  he  is  faerriiy.  tmfomA* 
borrow,  on  Ac  credit  of  the  United  8tlt^  a » 
not  exceediBff  five  milUons  of  daUsR,  at «  nU  of 
interest,  payaue  quarter-yearly,  noteixeediBgi" 
pn-  centum  per  auum,  and  rambantblru^ 
wiU  of  tbe  uoveranent,  at  any  time  afitr  tb 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  baiM 
and  thirty -five;  to  be  applied,  in  adiliiiaBie»^ 
moneys  now  in  tbe  Treasury,  or  which  sit  « 
received  therein  from  other  sources,  diui^^ 
present  year,  to  defray  any  of  thepoUicexpive 
which  are,  or  may  be.  authorized  ly  Uv-  vt 
stock  thereby  created  shall  be  tiaaiMsbknw 
same  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  dxn**' 
fer  (rf*  tbe  public  debt.  , , 

Sao.  8.  JMbe  it  fyrOier  eMtUd,  tba^ai 
be  Uwfnl  for  the  Baak  of  theVailed  SWrB 
lend  tbe  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof;  sajii» 
hereby  further  declared,  that  it  shall  he^^' 
good  execution  of  the  said  powa  to  bonov^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  tbe  tpp^ 
tioB  of  the  President  of  the  United  8tm  ' 
OBttse  to  be  oonstitnted  certificates  of  stock,  ^ 
by  the  ReglMr  of  the  Treasury,  or 
missioDer  of  Loans,  for  tbe  sam  (o  be  f'"'^ 
or  for  any  part  thereof,  bearing  aa  intcmtoij^ 
per  centun  per  aoatim,  transferable  sad 
able  as  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  dw  said  cntiMi^ 
of  stock  to  beudd,  piorided  that  >o  stock  bi« 
uader  par. 

Sfic.  3.  Andbeit  JiaHier  maettd,  ThtX\it^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  be,  aod  he  is  ^"j^^ 
tborized,  with  the  ai^irobation  of  the  Pr«K<'' 
the  United  States,  to  en^kloy  an  a|^taiff 
for  the  purpose  of  cdilaiBing  sBbsonjMiMt  ti  * 
kwn  anthnized  by  this  ac^  or  of  mSaf  vx  f- 
of  the  Btoek  to  be  created  bj  rirtue  tlK"jJ^ 
oommisaiofi  of  not  eacacdiiig  ooe^iglitk'* 
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per  ceDtam  on  tbe  amoDnt  thus  sold,  or  for  which 
sabseripCioDs  shsU  be  obtained,  may,  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such  aReut 
ot  agents ;  and  a  sum,  not  exceeding  four  tnou- 
sand  dcdlars,  to  be  paid  out  of  aoy  moneys  in  the 
Treasurer,  not  otherwise  aj^ropriated,  is  hereby 
apprapnated  for  that  object,  ana  subscription  cer- 
tifieates,  and  certificates  of  stod^  and  other  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  due  execution  of  this  act. 

Ssc.  4.  And  he  it  fiaHttr  irmuied^  That  so  much 
of  the  funds  constitution  the  annual  appropriation 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  the  payment  of  the 
wiQcipal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
Unitea  States^  as  may  be  somcient  for  that  pur- 
pose, after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary  for  tbe 
pa^eat  oS  tbe  iuterest,  and  of  such  part  of  the 
pnncipal,  of  the  said  debt,  as  the  United  States 
mre  now  pledged  annually  to  pay  and  reimburse,  is 
henAff  i^edged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  die  internt,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
principal,  of  the  stodt  which  may  be  created  by 
Tirtoe  of  this  act.  It  shiUI,  aceordiogljr,  be  the 
doty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  SiuKing  Fund 
to  caoae  to  be  applied,  and  paid  out  of  roe  said 
ftuad,  yearly,  such  sum  and  sums  as  may  antmally 
be  necessary  to  discbarge  tbe  interest  accmiog  ob 
the  said  slock,  and  to  reimburse  tbe  principal,  as 
the  t>ame  may  become  due,  and  may  be  discharged 
in  confomiitv  with  the  lerms  of  the  loan.  Aod 
they  are  farther  authorixed  to  apjdy,  from  time  to 
time,  such  sum  or  sums  toward  dischai^ng,  by 
purchase,  and  at  a  price  not  abore  par,  the  prin- 
cipal of  tbe  said  stock,  or  any  part  thereof;  and 
the  faith  of  the  Uotted  States  n  hereby  {hedged  to 
estaUish  sufficient  revenues  for  maknig  up  any 
deficiency  that  may  hereaHer  take  place  in  tbe 
fiinds  hereby  apj[Ht)priated  for  payiav  the  said  ia- 
terest  and  mincieal  sunu,  or  any  irf  them,  in  man- 
ner albreNud. — Appro^,  March  3,  ISSt. 


An  Act  for  carrying  into  execution  the  Treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  eendoded  at  Wash- 
ington on  tbe  twentj-Mcond  day  of  February,  one 
ihoaund  eight  honored  and  nineteen. 
Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  herebr,  authorized  to 
take  possession  of,  and  occupy,  tbe  territories  of 
Rast  and  West  Florida,  and  the  appeudaees  and 
upporteBsnees  thereof;  and  to  remove  and  trans- 
port the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
being  there,  to  tbe  Harana,  aneeably  to  theatipa- 
latitma  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  omicluded  at  Washington  on  the  twenty- 
•ecood  day  of  Febmary,  in  the  year  one  thoosand 
eight  hundied  and  nineteen,  providing  for  the  ces- 
sion of  said  temtmieB  to  the  United  States }  and 
be  may,  for  ^ese  purposes,  and  in  order  to  main- 
tain in  sud  lemtories  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  employ  any  part  of  the  Army  and  Nary  of 
tbe  United  States,  aod  the  militia  of  any  State  or 
Territory,  which  lie  may  deem  necessary. 

Seo.  3.  And  he  it  J^irther  enacted,  That,  until  the 
end  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  Congress,  unless 
provision  for  the  temporary  government  of  said 
territories  be  sooner  made  by  Coogresa,  all  tbe 


military,  civil,  and  judicial  powers  exercised  by 
the  officers  of  the  existing  government  of  the  same 
territories,  shall  be  vested  in  nich  person  and  par- 
sons, and  shall  be  exercised  in  such  manner  as 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  dire^ 
for  the  maintaining  the  inhabitants  of  said  territo- 
ries in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  proper- 
ty, and  religion ;  and  the  laws  of  tbe  United  States 
relating  to  the  revenue  and  its  collection,  suhject 
to  the  modification  stipulated  by  the  fifteenth  ar- 
ticle of  the  said  treaty,  in  favor  of  Spanish  vesaels 
and  their  cargoes,  and  tbe  laws  relating  to  tbe  im- 
portation of  persons  of  color  shall  be  extended  to 
the  said  teiritorie.s.  And  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized, within  the  term  aforesaid,  to  establish  such 
districts  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and,  du- 
ring the  recess  of  Congress,  to  appoint  such  offi- 
cers, whose  commissions  shall  expire  at  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  to  rafOrce  die  said 
laws,  as  to  him  shall  seem  expedient. 

Sec  3.  And  he  itfwrther  enaeted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, au- 
thorized to  appoint,  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, a  Commissioo»  and  Surveyor,  whose  com- 
missions shall  expire  at  the  end  of  tbe  next  session 
of  Congress,  to  meet  the  Commissioner  and  Sur- 
veyor who  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
for  the  purposes  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
said  treaty  t  and  that  the  President  be,  and  be  is 
hereby,  further  authorized  to  take  all  oUier  meas- 
ures which  he  shall  judge  proper,  for  carrying  into 
efiect  the  stipulations  of  the  said  fourth  article. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  maeted,  That  a  board 
of  three  commissioners  shall  be  appointed,  con- 
formably to  the  stipulatioiu  of  the  derenth  article 
of  the  said  treaty }  and  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  any  meas- 
nres  which  he  may  deem  expedirat  for  o^anizing 
the  said  board  of  commissimers,  and,  for  this  pur- 
pose, may  ai^int  a  secretary  well  versed  in  the 
French  and  Spanish  languages^  and  a  derk; 
which  appointments,  if  made  diirmg  tbe  recess  oi 
the  Senate,  shall,  at  the  next  meeting  of  that  body, 
be  subject  to  nomination  for  their  advice  ana 
consent. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itj\trther  enacted.  That  the  com- 
pensation of  the  respective  officers,  for  whose  ap- 
pointment provision  is  made  t:^  this  act,  shall  not 
exceed  the  following  sums : 

The  commissioner  to  be  appointed  conformaUy 
to  the  fourth  article  at  the  rate,  by  die  year,  of 
three  thoaaasd  doUara. 

To  the  smrveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

To  each  of  the  three  commissionen  to  he  ap- 
pointed conformably  to  the  elevoidi  article  of  the 
treaty,  three  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  secretary  of  the  hoard,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

To  one  clerk,  one  thousand  five  hundred  doUars. 

Sbc.  6.  Aod  he  it  pirthar  enacted^  That,  for  car- 
rying this  act  into  execution,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be,  and  hereby  b,  appropri- 
ated, to  be  taken  from  any  moneys  in  tbe  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 
.  Ap^oved,  March  3, 1^1. 
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An  Act  lo  MUbluh  the  Dirtrict  of  Peirl  River. 

Bt  it  enacted,  fc.,  Thai,  from  and  after  the  firat 
day  of  July  next,  all  (be  oays,  waten,  and  sborea. 
OD  Lake  Borgne  and  the  Galf  of  Mexico,  and  all 
the  rivers  emptjriDg  into  the  same,  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  State  of  Mississippi^  shall  be  a  collection 
district,  to  be  called  the  district  of  Pearl  river ;  of 
which  a  port  ne«r  the  mouth  of  Pearl  river,  at 
mch  place  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  denniBie,  shall  be  the  port  of  entry ;  and  a 
collector  lor  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  re- 
side at  such  pjaee  as  the  President  wall  direct,  at 
or  near  the  said  port,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, in  addition  to  the  fees  and  otb/a  emolu- 
ments established  by  law,  die  annnal  salary  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Apiffored,  March  3, 1821. 


An  Act  coDfinniDg  the  location  of  the  seat  of  govoro- 
mentof  the  State  of  Illinois,  sod  for  other  pnrpoies. 
Be  it  enacttd,  ^c,  That  the  foar  sections  of  land, 
including  the  section  number  sixteen,  in  township 
number  six  north,  range  number  one  east,  of  the 
^rd  principal  meridian,  heretofore  selected  by 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  poipose,  for  the 
seat  ofgovemmeDt  of  the  State  oflUinois,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  confirmed  to, 
and  vested  in,  the  said  State,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enaetedj  That  the  Gov- 
ernor of  said  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  select  any  unappropriated  section  in  said  town- 
ship, for  the  use  oi  the  inhabitants  thereof,  which 
shall  be  in  lieu  of  the  said  sixteenth  section. 

Approved,  March  2, 1821. 


Aa  Act  Airther  to  regnlate  the  eatiy  oi  merebaadiM 
imported  into  the  Uoited  ^W/ta  from  any  adjacent 
territory. 

Be  it  eaaOed,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  master  of  any  vessel,  except  registered  venela, 
and  of  eTeiy  pmon  having  charge  of  an^  boaL_ 
canoe,  or  rati,  and  of  the  conductor  or  driver  of 
any  carriage  or  sleigh,  and  of  every  other  person 
coming  from  any  foreign  territory  adjacent  to  the 
United  States,  into  the  United  Stat^  with  mer- 
chandise subject  to  duty,  to  deliver,  immediately 
on  his  or  her  arrival  within  the  United  States,  a 
manifest  of  the  cargo  or  loading  of  such  vessel, 
boat,  canoe,  raft,  carriage,  or  sleigh,  or  of  the  mer- 
chandise so  brought  from  such  foreign  territory, 
at  the  office  of  any  collector  or  deputy  collector 
which  shall  be  nearest  to  the  boundary  line,  or 
nearest  to  the  road  or  waters  by  which  such  mer- 
chandise is  brought ;  and  every  such  manifest  shall 
be  verified  by  the  oath  of  such  parson  delivering 
the  same;  which  oath  shall  be  taken  before  such 
collector,  or  deputy  collector;  and  such  oath  shall 
state  that  such  manifest  contains  a  full,  just,  and 
true  account,  of  the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values, 
of  all  the  merchandise  so  brought  from  such  for- 
eign territory ;  and  if  the  master,  or  other  person 
having  chawe  of  such  vessel,  boat,  canoe,  or  raft, 
or  the  conductor  or  driver  of  such  carriage  or 


sleigh,  or  other  person  bringing  loerehudiK  u 
aforesaid,  shall  n^lect  or  refuse  to  ddira  ik 
manifest  herein  required,  or  pass  by  or  vtH  suck 
office,  the  merchandise  subject  to  duty,  aod  to 
imported,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Uniied  Statn, 
together  with  the  vessel,  boat,  canoe,  or  nft,  ibt 
tackle,  apparel^  aod  furniture  of  the  nme,  ortlK 
carriage  or  sleigh,  and  harness  and  cutk  dnwiif 
the  same,  or  the  horses^  with  thdr  Mk  ai 
bridles,  as  the  case  may  be;  and  such  mister, coe- 
ductor.or  other  importer,  shall  be  subjected  io|aj 
a  penalty  of  four  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enaeted,  That  uy4i- 
puty  collector,  stationed  in  any  district  of  the  «»- 
toms  contiguous  to  a  foreign  tetritm,  to  wbomi 
manifest  of  merchandise,  subject  to  aatjr,  shall  be 
delivered  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby  aaihonzed  lo  k- 
quire  of  the  importer  of  such  merehandue  ibt 
payment  of  the  duties  thereoo,  or  good  and 
security,  either  fay  bond,  with  one  «  man  suit 
cient  sureties,  for  the  payment  thereof^  or  bf  ibe 
deposite  of  a  portion  of  such  merehandise,  cqn^ 
at  least,  to  double  the  amount  of  the  dolies  oa  ib 
whole  importation ;  which  bond  shall  be  canctM 
or  the  merchandise  so  deponted  shall  be  ddir- 
ered  to  the  owner^  on  the  ivodndng  to  the  dtpotr 
collector  a  certificate  of  the  collector  of  the  u- 
trict,  that  the  duties  have  beoi  duly  paid. 

Sec  3.  Andheit  far&tr  enadtd,  ThatallpBil'  i 
ties  and-  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  tut  id 
shall  be  sued  for,  recovered,  distributed,  uulir 
counted  for,  in  the  manner  prescribed    tbe  «i 
entitled  "An  act  to  relate  thecoUeciuoc^dfr  i 
ties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  OD  the  stnad 

day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hondRd 
ninety-nine,  aod  may  be  mitigated  or  nnicieJiD 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  *Anut 
to  provide  for  the  mitigating  or  renuttinglliefK- 
feitures,  penalties,  and  disabilitieG,  sccroiBg 
certain  cases  therein  mentioned,"  passedwi^ 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  sevea  boDJiHi 
and  ninety-seven. 

Approved,  March  2, 1821. 


Ao  Act  establishing  the  nlaiios  of  Ihs  ComffliMM^ 
and  Agents  appointed  ander  the  Trest^of  Glia'- 
Be  it  enacted^  ^e.,  That,  from  and  after  the  te< 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  et^  hundred  tiu 
twenty-one,  each  commissioner  now  appoioKd-'^ 
who  may  he  appointed  agreeaUy  totheproTisiw 
of  the  Treaty  ot  Ghent  shall  be  eotided  to  nm^' 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  hundred  dolltrsperK 
num  and  each  agent  appointed,  or  who  may  Ik 
appointed,  as  aforesaid^  shall  be  entided  torecd" 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-ave  hundred  dolUrs  fe» 
num;  which  said  sums,  so  allowed  tostidw 
cers^  respectively,  shall  be  a  full  compeosau*^ 
services,  and  aU  the  personal  **r*™*  inW^ 
while  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the 
respective  offices :  Pnwiifa^  That  the  comiia': 
tioo  by  this  section  allowed,  shall  not  be  GOiiiii» 
longa  than  two  years  frwa  the  said  fintd^' 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tf^ 
one.  , 
Seo.  2.  And  i$  it  JMker  taad^  Tiui«^ 
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eommissioaer  and  agent  shall  not  be  entitled^  to 
rwetre,  for  seryices  performed  in  their  respective 
offices,  before  the  said  first  day  of  January,  ooe- 
thousand .  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  aoy 
greater  sum  than  the  rate  of  four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty-four  dotUrs  per  annum,  which 
shall  beconsidered  a  full  compeiuation  for  serriees, 
and  all  personal  expenses,  iDcuned  while  in  the 
disehiTse  of  their  xespectire  duties. 

Sbc.3.  jfnii  ft  ^rtftcr  «Rae(ad,  That  the  sum 
of  twenty-fire  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the 
salaries  oi  the  said  commissioners  and  agents,  and 
for  the  expenses  under  the  several  commissions 
under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  for  the  present  year. 

Approved,  March  3, 1821. 

An  Aet  to  authoriM  Uie  CoUectora  of  Customs  to  pay 
debcQturea  iaiaed  od  the  ezporution  of  loaf  sugar, 
and  spirits  di«tiU«d  from  molasses. 

Auutef,  That  all  debentures  which 
have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  ic^ued  upon  the 
exportation  of  spirits  distilled  from  molasses,  or 
sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,  shall  be 
payable  within  thirty  days  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  or  thirty  days  after  the  date  of  their  issue,  as 
the  ^lase  may  be,  and  shall  be  discharged  by  the 
collector  of  the  customs,  by  whom  they  may  have 
been,  or  shall  be,  issued,  out  of  the  product  of  the 
duties  upon  imports  and  toooage;  any  thing  in 
any  act  or  acts  of  Congress  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Approved,  March  3, 1821. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  PuUtc  Build- 
ings. 

B*  ic  €naet«dj  That,  for  continuing  the  work 
on  the  centre  miilding  of  the  Capitol,  and  other 
improvements  on  the  public  buildings,  the  follow- 
ing sums  of  money  be,  and  herel^  are,  a{qin>- 
pnated : 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  building, 
the  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dolUrs. 

For  covering  the  roof  of  the  President's  house 
with  copper,  seren  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-five  dollars. 

For  gradua  ting  andimproving  the  ground  around 
the  Capitol,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  improvements  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
in  the  Library,  seven  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrtAer  enacted.  That  the  un- 
expended balances  of  appropriations  to  other  pub- 
lic buildings,  are  hereby  appropriated  to  the  cen- 
tre building. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  farthtr  mtuAed,  That  the  said 
several  sums  of  money  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1821. 


An  Act  exteodiag  the  time  Cor  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army. 

Se  it  tmctedi       That  the  time  limited,  by  the 


second  section  of  the  act,  approved  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun^ 
dred  and  nineteen,  for  issuing  military  land  war- 
rants to  the  officers  andaoldiersof  the  Revolution- 
ary army,  ahall  be  extended  to  the  fourth  day  of 
March,  one  thonaand  eight  hundred  and  tventy- 
ih;ee;  and  the  time  for  locating  the  nnlocated 
warrants  sbnll  be  extended  to  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober thereafter. 
Approved,  March  2, 1821. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  time  fbr  unlading  vessels  aniv- 
ing  from  foreign  ports,  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  emOedj  fc,  That,  when  the  capacity  of 
any  vessel  amviag  with  a  ca»o  from  a  foreu^ 
port  shall  exceed  three  himdred  tons,  the  term  lor 
unlading  such  vessel  shall  hereafter  be  tw«i^ 
daya  from  the  report  of  arrival,  Sundays  exceptea. 

Approved,  March  3, 1821. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  an  set,  entitled  "  An  act 
regulating  the  cnrrency  within  the  United  States  of 
the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal, 
and  Spsin,"  passed  on  the  twenty-ointh  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  d^t  hundred  and  mzteen,  an 
far  as  the  sama  relates  to  the  crowns  and  five-firano 
pieces  of  France. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  so  much  of  die  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  regulating  the  currency  within  the 
United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,"  passed  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixteen,  a^  relates  to  the  crowns  and  five-franc 
pieces  of  France,  shall  be.  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
continued  in  force  for  tne  further  term 'of  two 
years,  from  and  after  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
April  next. 

Approved,  March  3, 1821. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  cbarteta  of  certain  Banks  in  the 
District  of  Colombia. 
Be  it  enaeted,  That  the  acts  incorporating 
the  several  banks  m  the  District  of  Columbia, 
herein  named,  that  is  to  say :  the  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria, and  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  tovrn  of  Alexandria ;  the  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton, the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  and  the  Patriotic 
Bank  of  Washington,  in  the  City  of  Washington ; 
the  Union  Bank  of  Gieorgetown,  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  the  Bank 
of  Columbia,  in  the  town  of  Georgetown,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  extended  and  limited  to  the 
third  day  of  March,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  under,  and  subject  to,  such  limitations,  modi- 
fications, and  cooditions,as  are  hereinafter  enaeted. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That,  if  any 
one  of  the  hanks  herein  named  shall,  at  any  time, 
fail^  or  refuse  to  pay  on  demand,  any  bill,  note,  w 
obligation,  issued  by  such  bans,  in  lawful  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  when  required,  or  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  on  demand  in  like  cur- 
rency, if  required,  any  moneys  receiv^  by  such 
banh  on  dqwsite,  to  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to 

Digitized  by  Google 


1815 


APPENDIX. 

PtMic  J£t»  of  Omgnu. 


neriretfaescme;  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  holder 
of  any  snch  note,  bill,  or  obligation,  or  the  person 
or  persons  demanding  such  depoute  as  aforesaid, 
shall  respeciirely  be  entitled  to  receive  and  re- 
corer  interest  on  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  twelre 
per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  time  of  the  de- 
mand until  the  same  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied. 
And  further.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  Congress,  forlh- 
witbj  to  reroke  the  charter  of  such  Irank,  and  to 
proTide  for  liqaidatin^  and  settling  the  aecoants 
and  aflairs  thereof,  in  saefa  manner  as  to  their 
judgment  may  seem  expedient. 

Sec.  3.  j<iuf  be  A^rtAer  enac(«l,  That  anypresi- 
deoi,  director,  cashier,  teller,  clerk,  or  other  officer, 
or  servant,  of  any  of  the  said  banks,  or  of  the  Bank 
of  Potomac,  hereinafter  named,  who  shall  with- 
hold, withdraw,  conceal,  or  embezzle,  or  connire 
at  toe  withholding,  withdrawal,  concealment,  or 
embezzlement,  of  the  money  or  other  property  of 
the  bank  whereof  he  is  an  officer  or  servant^  with 
intent  to  defraud  the  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to 
TOOsecutioD  therefor,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  by  indictment,  on  presentment  or  infonna- 
ti(Hi, .in  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  wherein 
audi  ofience  shall  have  been  committed,  and,  on 
connction  thereof,  shall  be  adjudged  a  felon,  and 
nifier  an  impriwnmeni  of  not  less  than  one  year, 
nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  forfeit  and  pay  a 
aom  not  less  than  one  thousand,  nor  more  than 
twenty  thousand,  dollars ;  one  moiety  whereof 
shall  ^  to  the  United  Statei,  and  the  other  to  the 
informer. 

Sec.  4.  And  ht  ii  fisriher  enacted,  That,  unless 
the  president  and  directors,  for  the  time  being,  of 
each  of  the  banks  respectively,  whose  charters  are 
hereby  extended,  shall,  on  behalf  of  their  stock- 
holders, and  in  virtue  of  an  authfffity  from  thtsm, 
or  a  majority  in  interest  and  number  of  them,  file 
their  declaration,  in  writing,  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  within  six  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  assenting  to  and  ac- 
cepting the  extension  of  charter  hereby  granted, 
tmder  the  terms,  conditions,  and  limitations,  con- 
tained in  this  act,  such  bank  diall  forfeit  all  title 
to  such  extension  of  charter. 

Sk.  5.  And  he  it  fiaUter  tnaeiad,  That  erary 
stockholder  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  of  the 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Alnandria^  and  of  the  Bank 
irf  Washingtcm,  (being  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  otherwise,)  shall  be  entitled  to 
TOte  DT  himsrif,  his  asent,  or  proxy,  appointed 
wder  nis  hand  and  seal,  at  all  elections,  in  virtue 
of  this  act,  end  shall  have  as  many  votes  as  he 
Ins  shares,  as  far  as  thirty  shares,  and  not  more 
dian  one  vote  for  every  five  shares  tbereaAer. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  U  fitnber  etuteted,  That  a  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  town  of  Alexandria,  shall  be  held  on  the  third 
M(Hiday  of  January  in  every  year^  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  act ;  previous  notice  whereof  shall 
be  pttUished  in  some  newspaper  iH-inted  in  Alex- 
andria or  the  City  of  Wasnington,  for  the  space 
of  four  weeks  successively ;  and  the  stockholders 
assembled  in  consequence  of  such  notice  shall 
^oose  by  ballot  froco  aiDOBg  themselves,  a 
majority  of  votes  of  snch  as  shall  be  i^esent,  or 


by  proxy,  ten  directors,  being  citizens  of  tbt  Ha- 
ted States,  for  the  term  of  one  year  diereafW,!^ 
on  the  same  day  annuaUy,for  and  dniing  tbent- 
tinuance  of  this  act,  a  like  Section  ^all  be  male; 
and  in  case  of  death,  resignation,  refiml,  or  ^ 
qualification,  of  any  director,  the  reouiiuDg  dh 
rectors,  at  their  next  meeting,  or  as  aooa  v  en- 
veoieot  thereafter,  shall  elect,  by  ballot,  utotba 
person,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  in  liit  pbc^  iii 
the  residue  of  the  year.  The  direcbn, «  vq 
seven  of  them,  shaU,  at  thdr  natinee^ifiB 
every  general  election,  dect,  by  a  msji^ 
members  present,  by  ballot  from  among  us- 
selves,  a  president,  who  shall  retain  all  the  pew 
ond  privileges  of  a  director;  andiaeaseofnfiBil 
deatn,  resignation,  or  disqualification,  of  thcpies 
dent,  the  directors  shall  meet  as  sood  as  codti- 
niently  can  be  thereaner,  and,  lUa  fillmg  \k 
vacancy  in  the  number  of  directon  rajuiied  h 
this  act,  elect  another  person  for  presideoi  in  mai 
ner  before  directed. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  eaaded,  Thai  ii  M 
not  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  said  bank,  ihes  ik 
first  dav  of  January  next^to  make,  isnie,(sreis», 
anv  bill,  note,  or  obli^tios,  payable  to  boRrcr 
order,  of  a  denomination  under  five  doUai;. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  itpaiher  eaoded,  That  tbe&v 
teenth  section  of  the  act  incorporating  tbe  M 
of  Columbia  aforesaid,  passed  the  tTentran 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  tmi 
and  ninety-three,  be,  and  the  same  b  herdif,if- 
pealed  and  annulled  :  Protfided,  That  the  ai 
fourteenth  section  shall  remain  in  fall  fb(ttu| 
eflfect  in  relation  to  all  dd)ts  contracted  widw 
said  bank  previous  to  the  passing  of  thbici 

Snc.  9.  And  be  it  fMher  tmaded,  Thiiiitiu 
be  lawful  for  the  Central  Bank  of  Gwgeicvii 
and  Washington  to  |HW»ed,  fortliiridi,i(>^ 
date  and  close  all  the  concerns  of  the  coTpaito°- 
and,  after  paying  and  satisfymg  the  deKW' 
tracts,  and  ouigations,  of  the  cofporatiaB, 
vide  the  capital  and  profits  which  miritatt 
among  the  stockholders,  in  inopwtioato^"' 
spective  interests ;  and  hv  this  parpo>^tt'><"' 
other  intent  or  purpose  whatever,  all  '^^^ 
sary  powers,  as  iully  as  they  are  dov  enjora  >T 
the  said  corporation,  shall  be,  and  tlw  aw** 
hereby,  continued  to  the  aaid  MnjoraUMLHtw 
term  of  five  years  from  the  first  of  Jub>9 
next,  and  no  longer.  , , 

Sbc.  10.  Andbcit  further  evaeki,  Tki Hf^ 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  stodtWdeis  ofw 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  WvN^ 
aforesaid,  at  their  next  annual 
election  of  directors,  to  reduce  the  bo^  o> 
tors  for  the  said  Central  Bai^,  to  any  niunbaC 
less  than  six. 

Sec.  11.  And  hit  furiher  eaactid,  WmV 
poration  of  the  Bank  oi  Potomac  h^  and  A«  *J 
IS  hereby,  continued  and  ratended  to  tfee  tkm* 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  diM* 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  during  vbin 
it  shall  hold,  and  be  possnsed  of  alliiKiV^ 
privileges,  and  immunities  nowsecm^J^ 
an  act,  passed  m  the  sixteenth  day  of  Fa*^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  derea-w^ 
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"An  act  to  ittcarpomte  the  Bank  of  Potenue," 
and  dhatl  be  sabtect  to  all  the  rartnints  and  limi- 
tations ejprewoJ  ia  tbe  iaid  act,  except  no  &r  at 
ibc  same  ibaU  be  altered  by  any  prcffiiiona  here- 
iaafter  eootaiaed. 

Ssc  12.  Amd  be  it  fmdur  mactod,  That  an  elec- 
tion ifx  directors  of  (be  Bank  of  Potomac  shall  be 
held  io  the  town  of  Alexandria,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  November  in  each  year,  of  which  notice 
shall  be  given  in  one  or  more  newspapers  pub- 
lished in  said  town,  fn  four  weeks  at  least  before 
the  day  of  etecticm ;  aod  the  stockholders  shall 
choose,  by  ballot,  to  be  giren  in  person  or  by 
proxy,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  from  amongst  the 
stooxholdears,  thirteen  directors,  for  the  term  of 
one  year  thereafter,  and,  on  resignation,  disqaali- 
ficattott,  or  removal^  of  any  director  oat  oS  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  or  ont  of  the  county  of 
Faixfax,  in  Viuiaia,  tbe  other  directors,  tfa«r 
next  meeting  uineaftari  mar  eleoti  ^  Mllot.  an- 
otho  person,  qoatiBed  as  amresaid^  ia  his  place, 
for  the  reiidue  <^  the  year.  The  directors  of  said 
bajufc  shall,  at  the  first  meeting  after  erenr  (^«ail 
election,  elect,  by  ballot,  from  among  tneir  owb 
number,  by  a  majority  of  their  whole  number,  a 
president;  and  in  case  of  his  death,  resignation,  or 
removal  out  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  or  out 
of  the  county  of  Fairfax,  or  of  his  refusal  to  ac- 
cept his  office,  the  directors  shall  meet,  as  soon  as 
coaveDiently  can  be  thereafter,  and  elect  another 
peraott  as  president,  in  the  manner  beftne  de- 
scribed. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  ^trther  enaettA,  That  every 
stockholder  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  beinc  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  diall  be  entitleato  vote 
at  all  elections  to  be  holoen  by  the  stockholders  of 
said  bank,  in  pmrsunee  of  this  act,  and  shall 
hare  as  many  votes  in  pro^mrtion  to  the  stock  he 
may  hold,  as  follows,  trat  is  to  say:  For  every 
share,  from  one  to  twenty,  one  TOte;  for  each 
share,  from  twenty  to  fifty  shares,  one  vote  for 
two  shares;  from  fifty  to  one  hundred,  one  vote 
for  four  shares;  above  one  hundred  shares,  one 
vote  for  nn  shares:  PromeUd^  That  do  share,  or 
number  of  ^ares,  pledged  to  the  sud  bank  as 
security  for  any  debt  due,  or  to  become  due,  to  it, 
shall  be  considered  as  conferring  any  right  to  vote 
at  the  said  elections. 

Sec.  14.  And  ht  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  president  of  tbe  Union  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  in  in- 
terest of  the  dockbolders  thmtrfl  to  subacribe  to 
tbe  said  Bank  of  Potomac  the  fuu  amount  of  tbe 
capital  stock  of  the  said  Union  Bank,  and,  on 
such  sufasoription  being  made,  to  deliver  over  and 
transfer  to  the  said  Bank  of  Potomac  all  the  books, 
papers,  money,  property,  aod  evidences  of  debts, 
belonging  to  the  said  Union  Bank,  and  to  convey 
to  the  said  Bank  of  Potomac  the  real  estate  be- 
longing to  said  Union  Bank,  for  passing  the  title 
of  which  bank  in  the  said  estate,  to  the  said  Bank 
of  Potomac,  the  deed  of  the  President  of  the  said 
Union  Bank  shall  be  effectual;  on  which  sub- 
scriptutn,  delivery,  transfer,  and  conveyance,  be- 
iug  made,  the  stockholders  of  the  Union 


Bank  shall,  forthwith,  beeoaae  stocklMriders  in  tha 
said  Bank  of  Potomac,  and  sbdl  be  entitled  to  the 
same  |»3Til^^  and  advantages,  and  the  stock  of 
the  said  Union  Bank  ^all,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, be  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  the  capi- 
tal of  the  said  Bank  of  Potomac ;  and  the  proper 
officers  of  the  said  Bank  of  Potomac  shall  for^ 
with  issue  to  the  stockholders  of  the  said  Union 
Bank  certificates  of  stock  in  the  said  Bank  of 
Potomac,  at  the  rate  of  one  shwe,  or  one  hendred 
dollars  of  Potomac  Bank  sto«^  for  every  hundied 
dollars  of  the  Union  Bank  stock  so  subscribed,  ac- 
ccffdiag  to  the  respective  interests  of  the  laid  stock- 
holders in  tbe  stock  so  subscribed. 

S£c.  15.  Aod  ie  it  fwtber  enacted,  That,  on  the 
said  union  being  made  as  aforesaid,  all  oontraela 
legally  made  by  the  said  Union  Bank  shall,  forth- 
with, become  obligntory  m  the  said  Bank  of  Po- 
tomac, and  all  debts  due  by  the  mid  Union  Bank 
on  notes  issued  by  it,  or  otherwise,  shall  becoma 
chargeable  oo,  and  payable  by,  the  sdd  Bank  of 
Potomac;  and  tbe  parties  to  such  contracts,  and 
the  creditors  the  said  Union  Bank,  shall  have 
the  same  lemedies  to  enforce  the  pertbrmance  of 
such  contracU^  and  the  paymmt  of  such  dcbto, 
against  the  said  Bank  oi  Potomac,  its  properly, 
and  e£Eects,  as  are  now,  by  law,  given  to  tham 
against  the  said  Union  Bank ;  and  that  the  said 
:  Bank  of  Potomac  may^  in  its  own  name,  sustain 
all  actions  and  suits  which  may  be  necessary  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  debts  due  to,  and  the  jier- 
formaoce  of  contracts  made  with,  the  said  Union 
Bank,  and  for  the  recovery  of  any  lands,  tenemenla, 
goods,  and  chattels,  belonging  to,  and  improperly 
withheld  from,  the  said  Union  Bank. 

Sec.  16.  Andbeitjiirthermacted,  Thatall bonds, 
tnlls,  notes,  or  othor  securities  for  money,  which, 
by  the  terms  tiiereof,  have  been,  or  shall  be,  mad* 
payable  at  the  said  Unim  Bank,  which  shall 
lall  due  after  the  said  union  shall  have  been 
carried  into  efiect,  shall,  from  tbencdbrth,  be  oofr> 
sidered  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  nay^e  at 
the  said  Bank  of  Potomac ;  and  that  a  demand  of 
payment  at  tbe  said  Bank  of  Potomac  shall,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  be  as  efiectoal  in  law  as  if 
the  same  were  made  at  the  said  Union  Bank. 

Sec  17.  And  ie  it  fwrOur  enacted.  That,  from 
the  time  the  said  union  of  tbe  said  banks  shaU  be 
carried  into  effect,  the  twenty-seventh  section  of 
tbe  act  of  Confess,  passed  on  the  third  of  March, 
one  diousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  cortaia 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  pr«v«it 
tbe  circulation  of  the  notes  of  unchartered  associap 
tmns  within  the  said  District,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed :  Providedj  That  such  re- 
peal shall  not,  in  any  way,  impair  tbe  right  of  the 
said  Bank  of  Potomac  to  the  money,  property, 
debts,  and  effects,  which  shall  be  transferred  or 
coDveyed  to  it,  as  aforesaid,  nor  its  remedies  in  its 
own  name  for  the  recovery  thereof;  nor  shall  any 
suit  now  brought  in  the  name  of  the  said  Union 
Bank,  thereby  abate,  but  the  same  may  be  carried 
on  and  prosecuted  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Bank 
of  Potomac,  to  final  judgment  and  execution ;  and 
that  proceedings  on  swm  judgments  or  executions 
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may  be  iDstituted  and  carried  on  in  the  name  of 
the  said  Union  Bank,  against  the  bait,  securities, 
and  all  other  persons  bound  in  such  suits  for  the 
defendants  therein. 

Sec.  18.  AnA  be  it  further  enactid.  That  if  any 
stockholder  or  stockholders  in  either  of  the  said 
banks,  who  has  not  heretofore  assented  to  the  union 
aforesaid,  shall,  within  three  months  from  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  file  his  declaration  in  writing  in 
the  said  Bank  of  Potomac,  decIariDg  himself  dis- 
satisfied with  the  said  union,  and  fits  determina- 
tioD  to  withdraw  his  interest  from  the  same;  and 
if  the  said  bank  cannot  agree  with  such  stock- 
holder or  stockholders  on  the  amount  of  such  io- 
terest,  and  shall  not  forthwith  jmy  the  same,  then 
it  dull  be  lawful  for  the  circuit  court  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  at  Alexandria,  on  the  petition 
in  writing  of  such  stockholder  or  stockholders,  to 
appoint  three  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall 
he  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  interest  of  such 
stockholder  or  stockholders  in  the  Innk  to  which 
he  or  they  may  belong  at  the  time  of  the  said 
onion,  for  which  purpose  such  commissioners  shall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  said  court,  have  access 
to  the  books,  papers,  and  accounts  of  the  said  bank& 
and  on  the  report  of  the  said  commissions,  aod 
such  otbet  evidences  as  mar  be  laid  before  uon, 
then  said  court  shall  proceeo  to  ascertain  the  value 
of  the  stock  of  such  stoekhcdder  or  stockholders, 
and  shall  decree  the  value,  so  asoertaiued,  to  be 
paid  to  him  or  them  by  the  said  Bank  of  Potomac, 
and  shall  have  power  to  euforce  such  decree  by 
execution,  attachment,  or  other  legal  wocess. 

Sec  19.  And  be  it  fitrtier  enaeUd,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  or  more  of  the 
hanks,  whose  charters  are  hereby  extended,  by  their 
respective  presidents  and  directors,  with  the  consent 
of  a  majority  in  interest  of  their  respective  stock- 
holders, to  agree,  under  written  articles  of  associa- 
tion, to  unite  and  form  one  bank,  by  a  style  and 
name  to  be  prescribed  in  such  articles;  aod  the 
snhscribers  thereto,  and  their  iMfal  representatives, 
shall,  from  the  day  fixed  for  that  purpose  in  the 
said  articles,  be  incorporated  under  the  style  and 
name  set  foith  in  the  said  articles,  and  thenceforth 
subject  to  the  same  rules,  duties,  relations,  con- 
ditions, provisions,  and  impositions,  and  be  vested 
with  the  same  rights,  priTile^es,  and  immunities, 
as  a  body  corporate,  as  by  this  act  appertains  to 
the  Bank  of  Potomac,  and  are  preserlDed  for  the 
union  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria  with  the 
Bank  of  Potomac. 

Sec.  20.  And  U  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  b&  a  public 
act,  and  that  so  much,  and  such  parts  of  the  said 
acts  incorporating  the  several  banks  aforesaid,  as 
may  be  repugnant  to  this  act,  he  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed  and  annulled. 

Approved,  March  2, 1^1. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  location  of  Land  Warrants, 
and  the  iwuing  of  patents,  io  eertun  cases. 

Bt  it  enacted,  fCj  That  the  holders,  by  assign- 
ment, of  warrants  issued  under  the  acts  of  Con- 
greaa,  of  the  fijfth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 


sixteen,  the  third  of  March,  ei^teen  huDdttd  iid 
seventeen,  to  Canadian  volunteCn,  nuf  be,  ml 
hereby  are,  authorized  to  locate  the  said  vinub, 
and  to  receive  patents  therefor  in  that  own  didH| 
as  had  been  the  practice  before  the  tweDtf-5iiii 
of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  niDHeeu: 
Provided  hoaever.  That  in  no  case  shall  hndsb 
so  located  until  after  having  been  expsml  to  yrii- 
lie  sale,  shall  ronain  unsold. 
Approved,  March  3, 16S1. 

Aq  Act  to  continae  in  forc«,fi)rtfiulh«tiat,AeKl 
entitled  *'  An  act  for  estabU4iiBKliidiBg4aaM«itt 
the  Indian  tribea." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  ThattheacteDtitled"ADK 
for  establishing  trading'houses  with  the  Id^ 
tribes,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  Mitch,  «t 
thousand  eight  himdred  and  eleren,  and  whict 
was,  by  sul»ieqaeot  acts,  continued  inforcem^ 
the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  aghthotuireL 
and  twenty-one,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hedif. 
further  continued  in  force  until  the  thiid  difii 
June,  one  thousand  dght  hundred  and  taatf-m 
and  no  longer. 
'  Approved,  March  3, 18S1. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  «Ab  ict  fa 
gradual  increase  of  the  Nav;  of  the  Dniled  SUtti-' 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  first  section  of  i« 
act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  gradnal  mrmc 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  ippTedAjr^ 
twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  siiten,  ^ 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enactedj  Thii,iiisiaj 
of  the  appropriation  therein  contained,  ibmiw 
be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated,  the  sqboTI" 
hundred  thousand  dollars  perannoia,fbiai^i^ 
from  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  tvtatr-tK 
indnsive^  to  be  applied  to  carry  mtoefel^P'' 
poses  of  the  said  act 

Approved,  March  3, 1821. 

An  Act  to  relcBMi  French  ships  and  veneli. 
the  ports  of  Oie  United  States  FforiotMiAK 
of  September,  ihm  thousand  ei^t  hnDW  * 
twenty,  from  the  operation  of  the  sctea^'; 
ect  to  impose  s  new  tonnage  doty  on  Freed  bi» 
and  vessels,  and  for  other  purposee." 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  {Mvisioos  oT  it 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  impose  a  new  vw^- 
duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,"  passed  Mi' 
fifteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tm^!. 
shall  not  extend  to,  or  operate  apon,  uT 
ship  or  vessel  that  shall  have  entered  iotouiTfl; 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  SuW]^ 
to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  w 
eight  hundred  and  twenty.  . 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  eaaeted,  Thalibe^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  after  deductii^  ■  x^' 
duty  equal  to  that  paid  by  every  French  oif.- 
vessel  which  entered  the  ports  witfam  ihejan^ 
tion  of  the  United  States  prior  to  the  pssstgfij 
operation  of  the  act  entiued  "An  act  to  imp'! 
new  tminage  duty  on  French  ships  and 
passed  May  fifteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
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and  twentjr,  from  tbe  tonaage  dutjr  collected  from 
French  ships  and  vessels  hj  rirtae  of  the  above 
recited  act,  between  tbe  first  day  of  July,  one 
thoQsaad  eu;ht  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  thir- 
tieth day  or  September  following  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay -and  refund 
the  remainder  of  such  tonnage  duty,  free  from 
costs  and  charges^  to  any  jjerson  or  persons  who 
shall  hare  authority  to  receiTe  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  the 
event  of  the  signature  of  any  treaty  or  conreDtion 
eoncemiiif  the  navigation  or  commerce  between 
the  dominions  of  the  United  States  and  France, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  is 
hereby  authorized,  should  he  deem  the  same  expe- 
dient, by  proclamation,  to  suspend,  until  the  eud 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  operation  of 
the  aforesaid  act  entitled  "An  act  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and,  also,  to  suspend,  as  afore- 
said, all  other  duties  on  French  vessels,  or  the 
ffOC»da  imported  in  the  aame,  which  may  exceed 
Uie  duties  on  American  vessels  and  on  similar 
goods  imported  in  the  same. 

Approved,  March  3, 1821. 


An  Act  to  estsblish  t  port  of  entry  in  the  District  of 
Sandaskj,  U  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Be  it  muted,  fc..  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  Mar  next,  the  town  of  Portland,  in  tbe 
district  of  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  shall  be 
the  port  of  entry  ior  that  district ;  and  uat  from 
and  after  that  time  the  present  port  of  entry  estab- 
lished at  Oanbury  shall  cease  to  be  the  port  of 
entry  for  said  district 

Approred,  March  3, 1821. 


An  Act  aathoriilnf  the  Baerelarj  of  the  TraHury  of 
the  United  Btitas  to  salt  and  conv^  •  eertsin  traet 
of  land  in  Notthomberland  ooon^,  in  tb«  Slate  of 
Virfinia. 

Be  U  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  anthorized  and  empowered  to  sell  and 
dispose  of,  at  public  or  private  sale,  all  the 
estate,  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  and  demand, 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  of,  in,  and  to, 
all  that  certain  tract  or  piece  of  land,  situate  in 
Northumberland  county,  m  the  State  of  Virginia, 
formerly  owned  by  Presly  Thornton,  of  the  said 
county  and  State,  and  late  of  Sharp  Delany,  con- 
taining about  two  thousand  five  hundred  acres^  be 
the  same  more  or  less ;  the  same  beingthe  premises 
which  William  Lewis  and  Thomas  Kobiason,  by 
deed  of  indenture,  executed  on  the  second  day  of 
June,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nine,  granted  and  conveyed  to  tbe  United 
States }  tae  moneys  arising  from  the  said  sale  to 
be  aroropriated  towards  the  nayment  of  a  debt 
due  from  the  late  Sharp  Delany  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  residue  thereof,  if  any  there  be,  to 
be  paid  over  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said 
Sharp  Delany. 

Approved,  March  3, 1831. 


An  Act  to  •nthorize  the  Clerk  of  the  District  Court 
of  the  United  States  for  tbe  district  of  Itouisisna 
to  Bi^Mtnt  a  deputy  to  aid  Um  in  th«  disditrva  of 
the  dntiaa  of  his  office. 

Be  it  madidj  fe..  That  the  clerk  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Lou- 
isiana shall  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  depatjr  to 
aid  him  in  the  dueharee  of  tiie  auties  of  his  office; 
and  that  the  said  clerk  shall  b^  in  all  respects, 
liable  for  the  acts  of  his  said  deputy. 

Approved,  March  3, 1821. 


An  Act  to  amend  au  act  entitled  **An  act  Ibr  rntu- 
latiog  process  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  ena<ied,  That  in  all  suits  and  actions 
in  any  district  court  of  tbe  United  States,  in  which 
it  shall  appear  that  the  judge  of  atieh  court  is  any 
ways  concerned  in  interest,  or  baa  been  of  counsel 
for  eitho-  party,  or  is  so  related  to,  or  connected 
with,  either  party,  as  to  render  it  improper  for  him, 
in  his  opinioD,  to  sit  on  tbe  trial  of  such  suit  or 
action,  it  shell  be  the  duty  of  such  judge,  on  ap- 
plication of  either  party,  to  cause  the  fact  to  be 
entered  on  the  records  of  the  court;  and,  also,  an 
order  that  an  authenticated  copy  thereof,  with  all 
tbe  proceedings  in  such  suit  or  action,  shall  be 
forthwith  certified  to  the  next  circuit  court  of  the 
district;  and  if  there  be  no  circuit  court  in  such 
district,  to  the  next  circuit  court  of  the  State,  and 
if  there  be  no  circuit  court  in  such  State,  to  the 
most  convenient  circuit  court  in  an  adjacent  State ; 
which  circuit  court  shall,  upon  such  record  being 
filed  with  the  clerk  thereof^  take  cognizance  thereon 
in  the  like  mettoer  as  if  such  suit  or  action  haa 
been  originally  commenced  in  that  court,  and  shall 
proceed  to  bear  and  determine  the  same  accord- 
inglr,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  such  circuit  court 
shall  nctend  to  all  such  cases  so  removed,  as  were 
cognizable  in  the  district  court  from  which  the 
same  was  removed. 

Approved,  March  3, 1881. 


An  Act  to  revive  and  eontinoa  in  force  "An  act  fix- 
ing the  compensations  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representstivea,  of 
the  Clerks  employed  in  their  offices,  and  of  (he  Li- 
brsrisn,"  approved  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 
Beitenactedj^.,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
fixing  the  compensation  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  tbe  House  of  Representatives, 
of  tbe  Clerks  employed  in  their  offices,  and  the 
Librarian,"  approved  the  eightentb  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  bundredand  eighteen,  be,  and 
tbe  same  is  hereoy,  revived  and  continued  tn  force 
from  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  until  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four. — Approved,  March  3, 1821. 


An  Act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  Post  Roadi. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  ii^owiog  post  roads 
be,  and  the  same  are  lieidiy,  discontinned,  that  is 
to  say : 
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From  Concord,  in  RocktDgbam  county,  by 
Balubory,  Andover,  New  Cbester,  Bridgewater, 
and  Plymouth,  thence  by  New  Holderaess,  New 
HampioD,  SanboTDton,  and  Salisbary,  to  Con- 
cord, and 

From  FarmingtoQ  to  Middleton,in  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

From  Carver  to  Wareham. 
From  Northampton,  by  Southampton,  to  Spring- 
field, in  Massachusetts. 

From  Herkimer,  by  Woodwortfa's,  Colombia, 
by  Underwood's,  Litcnfield,  to  Laghwaiie. 

From  Vernon  to  Delhi. 

From  Little  Falls,  by  Fairfield,  Newport,  and 
Russia,  to  Remsen,  in  New  York. 

From  Liberty  Comer,  by  Don^hty^s  Mills  and 
New  Providence,  to  Springfield,  in  New  Jersey. 

In  Moi^ntown,  by  Crab  Orchard,  to  King- 
wood,  in  Virginia. 

From  MiUedgeville,  to  Greensboroojch,  Georgia. 

From  Pocotaligo,  by  Hickory  Hill,  to  Augusta, 
in  South  Carolina. 

From  Clinton,  in  Tennessee,  to  Pulaski,  in 
Keotucky- 

From  Washington  to  CiQcrnaati ;  and 

From  Lancaster  to  Washington,  in  Ohio. 

Prom  Falmouth  to  Grant's  Lick,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  in  Kentucky. 

From  Smithton  to  John  Graham's  in  Missouri. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacttd.  That  the  fol- 
lowing be  established  post  roads,  that  is  lo  say : 

in  dfawie. — From  Brunswick,  by  Topsbam. 
Lisbon,  VS^ales,  Monmouth,  Leeds,  Wayne,  ana 
Fayette,  to  Jay;  and  thence  by  Livermore,  Tur- 
ner, and  Durham,  to  Brunswick. 

From  Green,  by  Leeds  and  Wayne,  to  Win- 
tbrop. 

From  Bangor,  bvLevant,  Corinth,  NewCharles- 
town,  Atkinson,  Sebec,  Brownsville,  Williams- 
burg, Foicrof^  Guilford,  and  SangervUle,  to 
Bangor. 

From  Warsaw,  by  Hartland  and  St.  Albin's,  to 
Palmyra. 

From  Bethel,  by  Qilead,  Shelborne,  Durand, 
Kilkenney,  and  Jefferson,  to  Lancaster,  in  New 
Hampshire. 

In  New  Hampahire. — From  Concord,  in  Rock- 
ingham countv,  by  the  McCriUis  tavern,  in  Can- 
terbury, NortQfield  meeting-house,  Sanbornton, 
Smithes  villaee  on  the  turnpike,  across  the  river 
near  Pine  Hill,  and  Bridgewater,  to  Plymouth. 

From  Smith's  village  on  the  turnpike,  by  New 
Haraptom  meeting-house,  and  the  paper  mill  in 
Holderness,  to  Plymouth. 

From  Concord,  by  Boscowau,  Salisbury  village, 
Andover,  New  Chester,  Bristol,  and  the  Mayhew 
turnpike,  to  Rumney. 

From  Rochester,  by  Chesnut  Hill,  in  Farm- 
iufftoo,  to  Middleton. 

From  the  post  route  from  Centre  Harbor  to 
Plymouth,  and  the  post  route  from  Portsmouth, 
by  Meredith,  aitd  New  Hampton,  to  Plymouth, 
shall  be  by  toe  post  oflSoe  in  Holderness. 

Jfi  JUiiMae&ttsrfft.— From  Greenfidd,  by  Ber^ 
nar&town,  North&eld,  Warwick,  Orange,  New 


Salem,  Shutesbury,  Levwtt,  Snnieilud,  irf 
M(»itague,  to  Grreeafield. 

From  Richmond  to  West  Stookbridgc 

From  Northampton,  by  East  Huumod,  8oeili 
Hampton,  Westfiefd,  Soutbwick,andBMQiiakf, 
to  Hartford,  in  Connecticut 

From  Worcester  to  Crotoa. 

From  Boston,  by  a  luropike  road,  to  Tauami; 
and  thence  by  Wellington,  D^ht(»,  $matj, 
Warren,  Bristol,  Portsmouth,  and  HiMMSjU 
Newport,  in  Rhode  Island. 

From  South  Hadky,  by  Gniiby,  to  lUde^ 
town. 

in  Conngdiaa.— From  Mans&dd  toWilliigtgi. 
From  Stafford,  by  Unioo,  to  Wooastoek. 
From  Brooklio,  by  South  KiIiiD^r,to  Thw^ 
son. 

From  Bridgeport,  by  Long  Hill,  TnnbiL 
Levi  Edwards's,  in  Huntingtoa,  Nevtowi|iii 
Brookfield,  to  New  Milford. 

In  New  TorA.— From  Utica,  by  WhitesbonflgL 
Floyd,  Steuben,  and  Western,  to  Rome. 

From  Cayuga  to  Montezuma. 

From  Turin,  by  Harrisburg,  Ckq[ieDluge&,Ty- 
lersville,  Pinkney,  and  Rodman,  to  Adsm 

From  Newburgh,  by  Middletown,  Marlboroa^ 
Milton,  and  New  Paltz,  to  Pou^hkeepste. 

From  Upper  Red  Hook  Landing,  to  the  pwa: 
post  road  from  New  York  to  Albany. 

From  Watertown,  by  Le  Raysvi%  to  Aoiwf 

Prom  Mooresville,  by  Bovina,  m  M>«b 
coonty,  to  Ddhi. 

From  Bergen,  by  Riga,  and  East  Figt  a 
Roehesterville. 

From  Bllicottville,  by  Little  VaBef,C(«fMpi 
Creek,  and  Gerry,  to  Mayrille. 

From  Caledonia  to  Riga. 

From  Whitehall,  in  Washingttn  coitff.  If 
Putnam,  to  TiconderMa.  , 

From  SouthaM,  in  Bnfiblk,  to  the  TiUip « 
Oysterponds. 

From  Utica,  in  the  county  of  Oneidi,  B 
bridge,  in  the  county  of  Chenango,  birNiWOT-' 
ford,  Paris  Fuiuace,  Bridgewater,  Bbwo* 
Columbus,  New  Berlu,  Norwich,  tad  Gwltti- 


Fram  Lisle  in  the  county  of  Broome,  Aw 
the  towns  of  Berfcshiie  and  Cardina,  on  tu  8» 
qoebanna,  and  Bath  turnpike  n)td,to  ItbiAH 
the  county  of  Tomi^int.  ^ 
From  Manlius,  by  Oian,  Delhi,  FabiK.  r» 
pey,  and  thence  to  Manlius.  , 
From  Utioa.  by  Rome,  to  MoBtcfsmv** 
thence  to  Rochester,  opcm  aod  bw  tlx  ^ 
Canal.  . 

From  Bennii^tan,  Vermont,  by  White  Cj* 
Cambridge,  Easton,  and  Greenwich,  to  Sini» 
Springs,  New  York. 

Prom  Richfield,  by  Pelu-ies,  in  Colttmki.P 
Underwood's,  in  Litcbdeld,  to  Utica. 

From  Peltries,  in  Columbia,  by  Blie  f  w*' 
to  Herkimer. 

From  Little  Falls,  Herkimer  county,  brv!*' 
Bnsh,  Middleville,  Newport,  Naham  Dm*' 
Russia  post  office,  to  Trenton,  with  aw' 
from  Middlerille  to  Fairfield  post  office.  . 
Fnnn  Canandaigua,  in  the  State  <tf  Net  <'^' 
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by  MaDchester,  to  Palmyra;  from  thence  by 
South  WUUamscm  aod  WilUamsoo,  to  Paltney- 
nlle. 

in  JVw  Jemjf. — From  Chester  to  Flanders. 
From  Liberty  Coraer  to  Somerville. 
From  Trenton,  by  Croswick's  laTem,  Rickle's 
town,  Julius,  and  Amy's,  to  New  Egypt. 

Jn  PemuyfooRja^ — From  Eastoo,  by  Stoeker- 
town,  to  Roscommon. 

From  Chester,  by  Village  Green.  Wilcoze's 
mills.  Concord  meeting-house,  aod  Difworthtowo, 
to  West  Chester. 

From  Clark's  Perry,  by  Landisburg,  Doug- 
lass's mills,  and  Concord,  to  Fannellsburg. 

From  Somerset,  by  ConnelsTiile,  UoioD,  Smith- 
field,  Germaotown,  and  Genera,  to  Morgantown, 
in  Virginia. 

From  Hanover,  by  Berlin,  to  Dillstown. 

From  Lambpeter  square  to  Cochransville. 

From  Gettyabarg,  by  Petersburg,  and  DUlatown, 
to  Harrisburg. 

From  Berwick,  on  the  Tioga  and  SnsqaehanQa 
turnpike,  to  Meansrille. 

From  Lancaster,  by  New  London  cross  roads, 
Newark,  and  Christiana  bridge,  to  New  Castle,  in 
Delaware. 

From  Gettysburg,  by  Lughtersburg,  to  Hagers- 
town,  Maryland. 

From  Leditz,  in  Lancaster  county,  by  Eliza- 
beth furnace  and  Shnefferston,  to  Lebanon. 

From  Beavertown,  Jef&ieatown  and  Nobles- 
town,  to  Cannoosburg. 

J»  DeUMBare,~-Ftom  Milford  to  the  village  of 
MiltoD,  a  new  route. 

Jn  MtryJofid.— That  the  mail  route  from  Bastm 
to  Princess  Anne  sballpass  over  Dover  Brid^  and 
by  New  Market  and  Cambridge;  the  route  from 
Easton,  by  the  Trappe,  to  Cambridge,  shall  nerer- 
tlkeless  be  continued. 

From  Easton  to  the  Trappe,  in  Talbot  county. 

From  Harford  to  Michael's  store. 

In  Kwy«md.-^rom  Kingwood,  by  Crab  Or- 
chard, Hagan's  store,  to  Smi^eld,  in  Penniyl- 
vania. 

From  Lewis  courthouse,  by  French  Creek  set- 
tlement, Flatwood's,  and  Elk  river,  to  Nicholas 
courthouse. 

From  Woodriog's  mill,  in  Preston  county,  by 
QoiTs  ferry,  on  Cneat  rirer,  to  Leading  cre^,  in 
Randolph  county. 

From  the  mouth  of  Fishing  creek,  on  the  Ohio, 
river,  by  Buffiilo,  Barnes's  mills,  Pritchett's  set- 
tlement and  Smithfietd,  to  Kingwood. 

From  Siffingfield  to  Romney,  in  Hampshire 
county. 

From  Morgantown,  by  Jaekson*s  iron  works, 
Carlisltfs  furnace,  to  Sandy  creek  ^ades. 

From  Charlottesrille,  by  Warren,  to  Bn^ing- 
ham  courtbonse. 

From  Culpeper  eourtlunue,  by  State  n&ills,  to 
Woodrille. 

From  Staunton,  by  Little  river,  to  the  Panther 
Gap. 

From  JaeksooTille,  in  Wood  county,  by  Mur- 
phy's setdement,  to  Lewis  courthouse. 
Idth  Cor.  2d  Sbh^-AS 


That  the  nwil  roate  from  Wheeling  pass  by 
Sisterrille  and  the  mouth  of  Fishing  creek. 

That  the  mail  route  from  Warm  springs,  in 
Bath  county,  by  Anthony's  creek,  to  LewisDurg^ 
shall,  in  returning,  pass  by  Frankford,  Locust 
creek,  Barnes's  mill,  Cackley's, '  Bradsbaw's,  and 
Qatewood,  to  the  Warm  Sprmgs. 

In  North  Canlim. — From  Salisbury  to  Fayette- 
ville. 

From  Wilkesborougb,  by  Mock's  Old  Fidds, 
Salisbury,  Skeeo's  ferry,  Lawrenceville,  Wades- 
borough,  and  Sneedsboroogh,  to  Cfaeraw,  formerly 
Chatham,  in  South  Carolina. 

From  Charlotte,  by  Chester  courthouse,  and 
Newberry  courthouse,  to  Edgefield  courthouse,  in 
South  Carolina. 

That  the  mail  route  from  Fayetteville  to  Wil- 
mington pass  by  David  Wright's  store,  in  Duplin 
county. 

From  Salisbury,  by  Fulton,  to  Huntsville. 

In  Sotdh  Carolina. — From  Columbia,  by  AshviUe 
and  Warm  Springs,  in  North  Carolina,  to  Lex- 
ington, in  Kentucky. 

From  Coosawatchie,  by  Robertsville  and  Kuo^ 
creek,  to  Augusta. 

In  Georgia. — From  Monticello,  by  Monroe,  in 
Walton  county,  and  Lawrenceville,  in  Gwionet 
county,  to  Hall  courtbau.se. 

From  Jefferson  to  Fairfield,  in  Camden  county. 

From  Carnesville,  by  Habersham  coucthonse,  to 
Rabun  courthouse. 

From  Poweltoo,  in  Hancock  county,  by  Cheens- 
borough,  to  Madison,  in  Morgan  county. 

From  Carnesville,  by  fiushville,  to  Hall  court- 
house. 

in  Kestlucky. — From  Franklin  to  Nashville,  in 
Tennessee. 

FromEddyville,by  Iron  Banks,  to  New  Madrid, 

in  Missouri, 

That  the  post  route  from  Burkesville  to  Mon- 
ticello shall  pass  by  Robert  Poage's  in  Stoektoa^ 

VaUey. 

That  the  post  route  from  Columbia  to  Glasgow 
shall  pass  by  Edmonton,  in  Barren  county. 

From  Scottsville  to  Cairo,  in  Tennessee. 

From  Falmouth,  in  Pendl^oa  county,  passing 
the  three  forks  of  Grassy  creek  and  Gains's,  to  Bo^ 
lington,  in  Boone  county. 

From  Bowling  Greeo^  bjr  Litchfield  and  Bar- 
dingsburg,  to  Corydon,  in  Indiana. 

in  TVnnewee.— From  Clinton  to  Burkcsrille,  in 
Kentucky. 

I^om  Washington,  in  Rhea  county,  by  Hamil- 
ton courthouse  and  the  new  turnpike  road,  to  Mok^ 
gantown,  at  the  mouth  of  Sequatchee,  by  Bfarion 
courthouse  and  Jackson  courthouse,  to  HnntsriU^ 

in  Alabama. 

From  McMinville,  by  Shelby,  to  Columbia. 

From  Sparta,  by  Cookerille,  Qainesborough, 
and  Meigsville,  to  Tompkinsville,  in  Kentucky. 

From  Kingston,  by  Washington,  to  Huntsville, 
in  Alabama. 

That  the  route  from  Springfield  to  RusadTiU^ 
in  Kentucky,  shall  pasa  Fort's  mills,  on.  Red  liw. 

From  Morfreesborough  to  Statesnlle. 
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From  Veraon,  by  Perry  courthouse,  to  Rey- 
Boldsbnrg. 

in  Ohio. — From  LebBDoo,  by  Monroe,  to  Ham- 

UtOD. 

From  Washinj[(on,  in  PeDnsylvaoia,  by  Wells- 
bufs,  in  Vi^nia,  SteubenTiUe^  New  Salem,  New 
PhUadelphia,  Wooster,  and  Norwalk,  to  Lower 
Sandusky. 

From  Canton,  in  Stark  county,  by  New  Port- 
al, Norton,  and  Wadswoitb,  to  Medina,  iu  Me- 
dina county. 

From  Lancaster,  by  Circlerillc,  to  Cbillicotbe. 

From  Granville,  in  Licking  county,  by  Wortb- 
ington,  to  Dublin,  in  FraukLn  coun^. 

From  Urbanna,  by  Troy,  to  Qranville,  in  Dark 
county. 

FromDover.in  Tuscarawas  connly, by  Shanes- 
rille  and  Berlin,  to  Millosbu^,  in  CoBhocton 
cottnty. 

From  Dresden,  in  the  county  of  Muskingum,  to 
Mansfield,  in  the  county  of  Richland,  by  the  way 
of  West  Carlisle,  in  Coshocton  county. 

From  Aurelius,  by  Duck  creek  salt  works,  in 
Morean  county,  by  Seaecarille,  to  Guernsey  salt 
works,  and  to  Washington,  Guernsey  county. 

In  Indiana. — From  Browosio  wn  to  Indianapolis. 

FromVemoa  to  Indianapolis. 

From  ConnersTille  to  Indianapolis. 

From  Lawrencebugh  to  Aurora,  Hanover,  and 
the  Rising  Sun,  to  Versailles ;  and  to  return  by 
the  way  of  Vaughan's,  in  Manchester  township. 

From  Richmond,  by  Salisbury  and  CentreriUe, 
to  Indianapolis. 

From  Brook7ille  to  Indianapolis. 

in  W,inti4t. — From  Golconda,  by  Franklin  court- 
house, and  Hinds's,  to  Vandalia. 

From  Golconda  to  Belgrade. 

From  Shawneetown  to  Golconda. 

The  inatl  from  Vincennes,  Indiana,  to8t  Louis, 
Missouri,  shall  pass  by  Vandalia. 

From  Vandalia,  by  the  seats  of  justice  of  such 
counties  as  may  be  established  by  the  Legislature 

Krior  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  QWth  of 
ladison  county,  to  Edwardsville. 
From  Fairfield,  by  John  G.  Fitch's,  to  Vandalia. 
From  Palestine  to  Vandalia. 

The  mail  from  Golconda,  by  Bloomfield,  to 
Joaesborougb,  to  pass  by  Vienna. 

In  JfistiM^^.--From  Cdnmbia,  by  Fort  Al- 
ford's,  to  Monticello. 

From  Green  conrthouse,  by  New  Augusta  and 
Monroe,  to  Corington  courthouse. 

AUbama. — From  Blakeley  to  Mobile  Point. 
From  Ffnt  Hawkins,  bv  Fort  Gaines  and  But- 
ler courthouse,  to  Conecun  courthouse. 

Jn  Mittouri. — From  Shawneetown,  by  Rood's, 
Jonesborough,  in  Illinois,  and  Bainbridge,  in  Cape 
Girardeau  county,  to  Jackson. 

From  St.  Charles,  by  James  Journey's,  John 
Biven's,  Isaac  Vanbibber's.  John  Ofayum's,  and 
Augustus  Thrall's,  to  FraoKlin. 

From  Franklin,  by  the  mouth  of  Arrow  Rock 
and  Mount  Vernon,  to  Fori  Osaffe. 

From  St.  Generieve,  by  the  Saline,  Amos  Bird's, 
John  F.  Henry's,  and  Bainbridge,  to  Cape  Girai^ 
dean. 


From  Franklin  to  Boonsrille. 

From  Smithton  to  Augusta  ThraU's. 

From  Alton,  by  the  house  of  Leri  Roben-,^  i 
Shaw,  and  Leonard  Ross,  to  LouisiauTi..' : 
Missouri. 

Ap[Hored,  March  3, 1821. 


An  Act  to  authoriu  Uie  baildiny  of  Lighthooie*  .'^ 
in  mentioned,  and  for  other  purpoKL 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  :• 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  a:,  i- 

Cered  to  juroTide,  by  contract,  for  btuldin: 
tes  and  placing  buoys  on  the  followic:  t 
and  shoals,  to  wit :  fire  ughthoaaes,  one ol*  -t 
Island,  nearMachias  J  one  in  the  harbcffcfB  u 
bay.  at  such  jdace  as  the  Secretary  of  the  T7a.-« 
shaU  designate ;  and  one  on  Pond  Island,  >:  a 
mouth  of  Kennebeck  rirer;  one  on  the  Ss:' a 
Point,  in  Connecticut;  and  one  on  Tb^o^*>^■n 
in  New  York ;  and  on  the  shoals  of  Sict^  < 
and  the  Vineyard  Sound  a  Dumber  of  boc;-  -A 
exceeding  ten,  in  the  State  of  Massachoseti.*  1 
lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  Osw^o  rirer.  a: 
place  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Secretin 
the  Treasury,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Aj  i 
two  buoys,  one  on  James's  Ledge,  and  ooe  :a  ir  i 
rock  called  Old  Gay ,  and  a  spindle  oa  t&r  £  - 1 
thers,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  i 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  ito  - ' 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  ihe  Tm=s'  ' 
not  otnerwise  appronruted,  the  following  \ 
money,  to  wit :  For  DuUding  three  lightboa^  ! 
on  Cross  Island,  near  Machias;  one  in  tbeiir 
of  Boothbay ;  and  one  on  Pond  Island,  m  '^-^ 
sand  five  hundred  dollars;  for  building 
hooses  on  Stratford  Point,  and  Throe:  N^t- 
four  thousand  dollars ;  for  a  lig^hthoi»e  &  '■- 
mouth  of  Oswego  rirer,  three  thousand  m 
dred  dollars:  for  ten  buoys  on  Naniuckrtib<^- 
and  the  Vineyard  Sound,  one  thousand  &nx.- 
dred  dollars :  for  two  buoys  and  a  spiodlc 
rocks  called  James's  Ledge,  Old  Gay,  wf  - 
Brothers,  four  hundred  and  fifty  dtJian:  uc:/ 
placing  buoys,  and  anchors  with  lyjoys.  it 
Altamaha  rirer^  between  the  port  of  Dance  c: 
Doboy  Sound,  in  the  State  of  G^i^ia,  a  aaai ' 
exceeding  one  thousand  fire  hundred  doUan- 

Qbc.  3.  And  ie  it  further  mactedj  That  do) r- 
luiuse  shall  be  built  on  any  site  prerious  to  the^ 
sion  of  jorudiction  orer  the  same  to  tlw  Crssr- 
States. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  H  farther  enacted^  That  the 
dent  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  i»  hnebf  k 
thorized  and  requested  to  cause  such  an  exaia^ 
tion  or  furrey  oi  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  on  the  c.*^ 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Maine,  to  be  maee.  ~ 
proper  and  intelligent  persons,  as  may  be  reqc^'* 
to  ascertain  the  expediency  and  practtcaUli^ 
repairing  the  sea-wall  at  Smutty  Nose  Isla&d. 
building  a  sea-wall  between  said  island  and  Crf ' 
Island.   And  that  the  President  be  funbt:  ' 
quested,  in  like  manner,  to  ascertain  the  exp 
ency  of  erecting  a  stone  pier  on  Sunken  Roci  ■ 
the  harbor  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  Slate  d  >' 
Hampshire.  And  the  Preaident  of  diellmtc^^ 
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is  herebr  authorized  to  cause  the  sea-wall  afore- 
said to  oe  repaired,  and  the  pier  aforesaid  to  be 
erected,  by  contnet,  under  the  direction  of  the 
collector  ch  the  district  of  Portsmouth,  if,  on  the 
report  of  mch  personsj  he  shall  dean  it  necessary. 
And  the  President  is  nirther  requested  to  commu- 
nicate to  Congrress,  at  their  next  session,  the  re- 
salt  of  so  mnclt  of  the  examiDatioo  and  sarrey, 
as  relates  to  the  expediency  and  practicability  of 
building  the  sea-wall  aforesaid:  Prwided,  That 
no  money  shall  be  expended  in  erecting  the  pier 
aforesaid,  until  the  jurisdiction  of  the  site  thereof 
shall  be  ceded  by  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  to 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars, 
is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ; 
to  be  paid  out'of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approred,  March  3,  ISai. 


An  Act  to  amaad  the  ietj  enliUed  "An  act  to  provide 
for  taking  the  fboith  enuna  ot  enameration  of  the 
iuhabitinu  of  the  United  States,  and  for  oUier  par— 
poses." 

Be  U  maeted,  That,  instead  of  the  time  pre- 
scribed in  the  abore-reeited  act,  in  which  the  mar- 
shals and  their  assistants  should  perform  the  va- 
rious duties  assigned  them  by  the  said  act,  the 
same  is  hereby  enlarged  to  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember next. 

Approved,  March  3, 1831. 


An  Act  anthoriziog  the  Preiident  of  the  United  Statu 
to  remove  the  Xand  Office  in  the  diitrict  of  Law- 
rence connty,  in  tha  Territory  of  Arkaniu. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  provision  for  the  establish- 
ment of  additioiutl  lana  offices  in  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,"  as  requires  that  the  land  office  for  the 
district  of  Lawrence  county  shall  be  established 
at  the  seat  of  justice  in  said  countv,  shall  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed;  and  tne  President  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  remove 
and  establish  said  office  at  any  suitaUe  place 
within  the  said  districL 

Approved,  March  2, 1881. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  ttmea  of  holding  the  Diitrict 
Coort  in  the  Northern  District  of  New  York. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  the  northern  district 
of  New  York,  directed  by  law  to  be  holden  at 
Utica,  shall  hereafter  be  holden  at  the  same  place 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  August,  instead  ot  the 
third  Tuesday  of  May,  in  each  year;  and  that  the 
court  directed  by  law  to  be  holden  at  Albany,  on 
the  second  Tunday  of  November,  shall,  instead 
thereof,  hereafter  be  holden  at  the  same  place  on 
the  Uut  Tuesday  of  January  in  each  year. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  fn-rther  enacted.  That  all  ac- 


tions, suits,  process,  proceedings,  commenced,  or 
to  be  commenced,  or  now  pending  in  said  district 
court,  and  liable  to  be  discontinued,  or  sufior  |Ke- 
judice,  from  the  foregoing  alterations,  may  be  re- 
turned to,  and  shall  be  continned  to,  the  district 
court  to  be  holden  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  in 
such  manner  as  that  the  same  shall  suffer  no  dis- 
continuance or  prejudice  by  virtue  of  this  act. 
Approved,  Marcn  3, 1821. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution  pjoviding  for  the  admission  of  Missontl 
into  Uie  Union  on  a  certain  condition. 

Reaolvedyl^  At  Senate  and  Ham  of  R^pretentatitm 
of  the  Unittd  StaUe  ef  America  in  Ccngnu  atmm- 
Ihd^  That  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  this 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  upon  the  funda- 
mental condition^  that  the  fourth  clause  of  the 
twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  tUe 
constitution  submitted  on  the  part  of  said  State  to 
Congress,  shall  never  be  construed  to  authorize 
the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that  no  law  shall  be 
passed  in  conformity  thereto,  by  which  any  citizen, 
of  either  of  the  States  in  this  Union,  shall  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges 
and  immunities  to  which  such  citizen  is  entitled 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  by  a 
solemn  public  act,  smtll  declare  the  assent  of  the 
said  State  to  the  said  Hindamoital  condition,  and 
shall  transmit  to  the  Presidentof  the  United  States, 
on  or  before  the  fourth  Monday  in  November  next, 
an  authentic  copy  of  the  said  act ;  upon  the  re- 
ceipt whereof,  the  President,  by  proclamation, 
siiall  announce  the  fact ;  whereupon,  and  without 
any  further  jwoceeding  on  the  part  of  Couresa, 
the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  the  Union 
shall  be  considered  as  complete. 

Approved,  March  2, 1881. 


Reaolution  providing  for  jails  in  certain  eases,  for  the 
safe  enttodv  of  persona  committed  under  tlw  oih 
tboiity     the  United  States. 

Bmived,^.,  That  where  any  State  or  States, 
having  complied  with  the  reecxnmendation  of 
Congress,  in  the  resolution  of  the  twoity^third 
day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-nine,  shall  have  withdrawn,  or  shall 
hereafter  withdraw,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  the 
use  of  their  jails,  for  prisoners  commited  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the  marshal  in 
such  ^tate  or  States,  under  the  direction  of  the 
judge  of  the  district,  shell  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  required  to  hire  a  convenient  place 
to  serve  as  a  temporary  jail,  and  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary provision  for  the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners 
committed  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  until  permanent  provision  shall  be  made 
by  law  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  said  marshal 
shall  be  allowed  liis  reasonable  expenses,  incurred 
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Ar  the  aborejpaipoMs,  to  be  paid  oat  of  the  Treac- 
m  of  th&Umled  Statei. 
AppKvtd,  fifarch  3, 1821. 


Besolntion  aDthorizing  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
StatM  to  caOM  astronomicd  obwnrationB  to  be 
mtde,  to  wcertun  Ae  loDgitnde  of  the  Cipitd,  in 
the  Citj'  of  WuhinstoD,  fiwn  MBe  known  B»> 
ridianin  Eozope. 

lUtdlvei,       That  the  Picsident  of  the  United 


States  be  aathorized  to  cause  such  number  of  as- 
tronomical obserrations  to  be  nucte,  by  naethods 
which  may,  in  his  judgment,  be  best  adnirted  to 
insure  a  correct  determination  of  the  hmgilnde  of 
the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  WashingUm^  frtn 
Greenwich,  or  some  other  known  meridian  in 
Europe,  aiui  that  the  data,  with  accuzate  tIttiK- 
tions  or  statements,  fouided  thereon,  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  at  thai  next  session. 
Appnnred,  March  3, 1821 . 
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TO  THE  PROCEEDINae  AND  DEBATES  OF  THE  9EC0Nt>  SBBSIOIff  OF 
THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 


AMonnti* 


A.  Fige. 
Intnwnt    As  rtwiaiiy  sHuit- 


Aetnal  Sttfrni*  Bfr>  Tbomu  pEMwntcd  two  ma- 
mmiak  of  Um  LogUiitara  of  MiMotih, 
pnjing  Mm*  proriuon  for  the  niiefof 
indigent,  referred  

Mr.  T.  abo  prsMDted  a  rawriatioB  initiuet- 
iog  the  CommiUM  od  PaUic  Lands  to  in- 
qaixa  into  the  axpedionc?  of  graatiiic  di« 
n^t     pn-omption  to  eertain     -      -  39 

wnndond  and  agreed  to  -      -  -  34 

Hr.  Walker,  of  Alalwau,  aobmittad  a  aimi- 
lar  raaolation      -      -      .      -      .  34 

considered  aad  agzeed  to  35 

AdditiaDat  I^uid  Officeih  Mr.  NoUe  rahmittad  a 
raatdotion  uutrncting  the  CaaunUtae  on 
PubUc  Laoda  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
eney  of  eatabliahing,  in  lodiasa    -      .  36 
conaidered  and  agreed  to  ■•      -  .    -      -  4A 
j^^mi—inii  of  new  Statea  into  the  Union,  Mr. 

Snbh'a  hiett»7  of  the   -  -SI 
Aftican  Sbve  Trade,  a  Uat  of  Teasela  that  im- 
ported alaTee  into  Charleaton  from  1804 
to  1807,  ineloaive  -      -      -  -  73 

Alnbama,  a  bill  to  alter  the  termi  of  the  district 

coarti  in,  twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  18 
reported  without  amendment  •  -  -  19 
read  the  tliird  time,  and  pawed  81 
Ml.  Walker  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

convention  of      -      -      -      -      -  36* 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Fot«gn  AAura  876 
Alabama  and  Mlsrairippi,  a  MU  for  ih«  belter 
i^nlation  of  eertain  hud  diattioU  in  the 
Sutes  of,  &c.,  read      .      -      -  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  rafonad       -      -  881 
reported  witlioat  aModmeat   ...  889 
ofdand  to  a  third  reading       .      -      .  393 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -             -  393 
Allan,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  tiw  pe- 
tition og  reftmd  336 

a  bill  for  paaitog  certain  moneya  to  the  ere* 

dftogread  366 

rMd  a  aaeond  time  3S9 

oidared  to  a  third  reading  .  -  •  -  888 
read  the  third  time,  od  passed  •  388 

American  Seamen,  registered^  a  latter  from  the 

Saoetaiy  of  State,  transmitting  a  list  of  ISO 
Apideton,  Nftthwiel  and  Wm.  H.,  Mv.  Piokae; 
pnaanted  the  potilaon  of 


.  860 


Aricansas,  a  blH  from  the  Honsa  of  Rapiaaantap 
tiw  aotfuMixing  the  Prasident  to  ramora 
the  land  office  in  Lawrence  coonty,  in 
Uia  Tanitoiy  o(  read  .      .      -      .  SM 
read  a  aecond  timSi  and  reforred  -  360 

reported  without  amendment  -  S6T 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  391 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  894 

Axmy*  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  ReptesentntiTss 

to  eqnaliie  the  pay  of  officen  in  the  -  86T 
twioB  raa^  ud  rafbned  -  -  -  -  S77 
reported  irithont  amsndmant  -      -      -  800 

laEd  on  the  table  888 

Axmy  Register,  s  letter  from  the  Seereteiy  of 
War  accompanied  with  a  c«i7  of  tha^  for 
each  member  of  the  Senate   -      .      .  189 
Anbin,  Joahna,  Mr.  Otis  pnMlted  the  petition 

of,  referred  341 

adveraa  report  thereon      -      .      -      .  800 
teport  rsTersed,  and  a  bill  ordered    -      •  384 
rSee  WhiUhead,  WUiiam,} 
Auction,  Mr.  Roberts  pieseated  the  petition  of 
tandij  merchants  and  othws  of  Phila* 
delphia*  praying  that  a  daty  of  ten  per 
cent  may  be  laid  on  all  aales  of,  referred  I8S 
Mr.  R>  also  presented  other  petitions  of  like 

tenor   -  387 
Mr.  King  laid  on  the  table  sundry  resola* 
tiona  at  poUio  meetinga  held  in  New 
Toik  against  anch  da^ ....  3f0 
Attctionaen,  Mr.  Sanfoid  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the,  of  the  city  of  New  Toii[,ie- 
mMutrating  against  the  imporition  of  r** 
strictioDB,  &c.,read      -  143 
Avery,  Park,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  peti. 

tion  of,  referred  -  -  -  .  -  SO 
an  adverse  report  thereon  -  •  •  .  130 
read  and  concurred  in     •      -      -      -  ISO 

B. 

Baker,  Jane,  Mr.  Roberts  preaentad  the  patitiea 

of,  refened  UO 

an  admae  report  thereon  -  380 

read  and  eeawured  tn  -  •  -  •  390 
Baldwin,  Samuel  9.  and  othots,  Mr.  Sanfoad 

presented  the  petition  of»  referred'  •      -  850 
Bank  of  Colombia,  Mr.  Uoraey  jmiealad  the 

petition  o(  referred  ....  0I7 
(See  Dittritt  Btmia.) 
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Ptge. 

Bank  of  the  Mctroptriw,  Mr.  Honaj  prCMDtod 

pedtioD  of  147 

(8m  SH$trUt  Amb.) 
Bank  of  the  United  StatM,  llr.Sobeitipi«MBt- 

ed  the  DMSnial  of  Ae  -  -  -  -  SS 
icAmd  to  tbe  Finum  Committeo  -  -  90 
B  bill  ooncrmioK  the,  reed  ...  197 
nad  a  eecond  time,  and  refisned  -  m 

leportcd  withont  emendmcnt  -  -  .  14S 
read  the  third  time,  end  paeaed  -  880 
Mr.  Smith  nibmitted  a  reedation  concern. 

ing  the  183 

coD^dervd  and  necatived        -      -      -  188 
e  letter  from  the  Qovemer  of  Ohio  waa  laid 
before  the  Senate  on  Che  nibjeet  of  cer- 
tain piocaedingi  of  the,  refarred  to  the 
Finance  Committee     .      .      -      .  t67 
the  eaid  committee  discharged  .      .      -  361 
Banfcraptqr.   (Bee  Uniform  Syttem  of,  4-e<} 
Barbour,  Jamee,  of  Ttrgioie,  attended     .      -  9 
remarks  of,  on  hia  reaolattoa  concerning 

piracy  31 

on  the  resolntion  to  admit  Miaaonri  .  -  38 
on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal  -  -  -  IS6 
on  th«  bin  concerning  Virginia  militaiy  land 

warranta  848 

the  credeotiala  of,  for  another  torn  of  aix 

jeara,  read,  and  filed    -      .      -      .  326 
lemaika  af,  on  the  rejection  by  the  Honae 
of  ReprcaeotatiTes  of  the  Misaoori  reao- 

lotion  363 

on  the  leaotntion  Ibr  a  joint  committee  on 

thaaamo  881 

on  the  bBl  for  adjudication,  fte^  of  dafana, 
and  a  treaty  mih  Bpain       -      -      -  386 
Barker,  Jaoeb,  Mr.  Sanfbra  jvaaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -  122,  130 
an  adrerae  report  thereon        •      .      -  24S 
Mr.  S.  preaented  another  petition  of,  with 

additional  papeia,  reftned     ...  366 
the  committee  diacharged  ....  383 
Barrel  at  Saekett'e  Harbor,  Mr.  Smith  anb- 
mitted  a  reaolntion  of  inquiry  conoeming 

the  347 

agreed  to,  and  a  conunittee  appealed  to 

praaent  to  the  President      ...  350 
a  McMsge  firom  lh«  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretaiy  of  War    -      -  876 
Bl^ly,  Moantjoy,  Mr.  Roberta  submitted  a  reso- 
lution authorinng,  to  employ  a  fiirntce 

man,  &c.  43 

lead  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  100 
nad  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  -  117 
Mr.  King  moved  to  reconrider  the  lesolu* 

tion  121 

his  motion  laid  on  the  table      -      -      -  136 
Beck,  Paol,  and  Thomaa  Sparka,  and  others,  Mr. 
Roberts  preaented  the  memorial  of,  re- 
ferred  60 

Beldan,  Eieklel  P.,  Mr.  Dana  preaented  th«  pe- 
tition of,  refetred  S88 

Bunt,  Gabriel,  a  hill  for  TsKef  of  the  legal  rep- 

naenlatiTea  o(  twice  read,  and  referred  -  ISl 
repotted  without  amendment   -      .      -  184 
ndued  to  a  third  reading       -      -      •  I3S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed       •  •140 
Bettis,  Dmry,  the  Committee  of  Claims  dii- 

diarged  from  the  petition  of  -  396 


Bioien,  J*^,  and  Fidding  Iiueas,  Mr.  Bobota 

preaented  the  memorial  refmed  -  lit 
the  committee  dtsdiargcd  -  tS 

Uakdey,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  preaealed  m- 
d^  petitiona,  pngriog  thataportaf  mk; 
m^y  bo  eataUialMd  at,  rafonad     •    •  10 
a  bill  to  eatabliah  the  diatiiet  U,  real     •  Ml 
read  a  eecond  time   -  •     -    -  S(4 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    ■  184 

read  the  third  time,  and  paved  -  107 

Bhnehazd,  F.  Bailly.    (See  JjmuMtt,  PmaL) 
Bonndaiiea,  a  bill  authorixing  the  PretideBt  to 

aacertain  and  designate  certain,  laad  •  lit 
read  a  aeoond  time  -  -  •  -  -  IIS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  M 
read  the  tliird  time,  and  passed  -  M 

Boyles,  Thomaa  H..  Mr.  Walker  of  AUim 

presented  the  petition  oi,  refoned  •  -  IS 
an  advene  r^ort  thereon  •  M 

read  and  eonennredin  .  .  .    .  M 

Brady,  Jamee,  a  bill  fiem  the  Bouse  of  Sspa- 
eentottvee  for  rdief  o(  twice  zeid,  sail 

referred       -      -      -      ...  Ill 
reported  withont  amendment    -     •     •  M 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      -     .  M 
read  the  third  time  and  paaaed  -     ■     •  M 
Brooks  Joseph.   (See  ThreUuU,  John.) 
Brown,  James,  of  Looinana,  attended  } 
remarks  of,  on  die  bill  granting  ■  piece  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  •  W 

Brown*  Morgan,  Mr.  Walker  of  Geoifit  pn- 
aentad  the  petition  of,  refored  •  H 

a  ImU  foridief  o(  read     -      .      .    .  H 
read  a  second  time  -      -      .      .    ■  TT 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -      -    •  IN 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed        -  • 
Brown,  Watson,  Mr.  J<dineoa  of  Kentackfpn- 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred  -  ^ 

an  adverae  report  thereon         -      -     .  3N 
read,  and  concurred  in     •      -      .     -  in 
Bruff,  James.   (See  Ecuion,  RufuM.) 
Back,  Gordon,  and  othera,  Mr.  King  of  Me* 

York  presented  the  petition  of     •     -  W 
Bolliis,Chariotto  J.,Mr.PleasantopMoniledthe 

petiUon  of,  referred  •  '  -  '  ^ 
conmittee  disdurged  .     .    -  V 

Bnntin,  Robert,  a  IhU  from  the  Houae  of  Bqn- 

■uitatiw  for  relief  of,  read  -  '  '  £ 
laad  a  second  time,  and  reforred  -  ^ 

leportad  with  an  amendment  * 
oraercd  to  a  third  reading        -      .     ■  n 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused   -     .     •  W 
Burrill,  James,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  ' 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  adout  Mil- 

aonri    -      -      -      -       .      .     •  j* 
Mr.  Hunter  announced  the  death  of  -  - 
resolutions  adopted  for  the  funeral  of  - 
Bnrwell,  William  A,  a  mesaago  from  the  Hob* 
of  BepresentatiYea  aanonndng  the  dstik 

oC  &c.  

Buainesa  of  the  eeaiion,  a  resohuion  ftomtti 
House  <tfBepreeentoti*eaftr  a  joiirtcmi- 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the      *     ■    •  * 
read,  three  times,  pessed,  and  a  oomnttie  ^ 
appointed    -      -      -      -      ~    "  it 
r^rt  of  said  committeo  laid  on  the  tdAt  •  ** 
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Cihoone,  John,  Mr.  Hunter  ptewnted  the  peti- 
tion ot,  referred   -      -      -      - ,     -  143 
advene  report  thereon     -  366 
read,  and  concurred  to    -      -      -      -  877 
Caldwell,  John.   (See  Skmmeeloutn,} 
Caldwell,  Robert,  and  othera,  Mr.  Ruffglei  pre- 
sented the  petition  of   -      -      -      -  389 
Campbell,  Rev.  J.  N.,  a  tneeiBge  from  the  Honae 
of  Rppreaentativef  annoancing  th^  elec- 
tion of,  at  Chaplain      ....  is 
Carroll,  Daniel,  of  Duddin^n,  Mr.  Roberta 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred        -  3S6 
the  committee  discharged  -      ...  890 
Catheart,  Jamea  Leando-,  Mr.  Wibon  presented 

the  memorial  oj^  referred      ...  24 
a  billexplanatMyoftbeaetforTeliefor,  read  140 
read  a  Mcond  time   .....  143 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -      -      -  S39 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -      -  242 
Cathay,  Matthew  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  moved  that  the 
Committee  of  Claima  be  instructed  to  in- 
qairB  ialo  the  expedienej  of  allowing  the 
daimof      ......  1,47 

agreed  to  149 

an  advenw  report  from  ■aid' committee  -  S48 
read,  and  coocurred  in     -      -      -      -  200 

CiUett,  Hanaon,  Mr.  Roberta  praaeDted  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  ....       -  140 
an  adTerse  r^rt  thereon         -       -  249 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  aod  Washington, 
Mr.  Horaej  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 

Celnmbia  262 

Chodwiek,  Levi,  Mr.  Buggies  presented  the  po- 
tion of,  referred  326 

the  committee  discbarged        -  399 
Chambers,  David,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -  306 
the  committee  discharged  ....  808 
Chandler,  John,  of  Maine,  attended  9 
remarfca  o^  on  the  rejection  hy  the  Hooae 
of  Repnaentativea  of  the  MhMOii  resolu- 

tkin  856 

Chaplains,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morril,  the  aanal 

resolotion  to  appoint  10 
Chase,  Philander,  Mr.  Rnggles  presented  the 

petition  o^  referred      ....  119 

adverse  report  thereon      ....  186 

Chataid,  John  B.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louiiiaiia  i»e- 

aeated  the  petition  of^  referred      -      -  186 
the  petitioner  bad  leave  to  withdraw  hie 
petition       ------  847 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Van  Dyke  presented  the  aononal  of  the, 

referred  121 

the  committee  disdiarged  -  896 
Choctaw  Nation,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  that  Uilas 
Dinsmote  ma;  be  confirmed  in  his  title 
to  esrtain  kndsi  dkc,  referred  -  186 

an  adveraa  report  thereon        ...  189 
read,  and  concarred  in     -      -      -      -  237 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  reeolntion  instruct- 
ing the  Committee  on  the  PuUic  Lands 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eonply- 
ing  with  the  request  of  the,  dtc    -      •  268 
reeolntion  agreed  to  -      -      -  -  289 

Gtaims,  appointment  of  atanding  committee  (tf  SO 


Page. 


147 
889 

130 
349 
360 


19 

las 

186 
161 
389 
343 

37 
S3 
36 
41 
99 
160 
161 

30 


10 
41 
368 
364 


Clark,  Terence,  Mr.  Sanferd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred    -      .      .      .  . 
the  committee  discharged  •      -      -  . 
ClemsoD,  E.  B.,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  •      -      .      .  . 
adverse  report  thereon      -      .      .  . 
read,  and  concurred  in     -      •      -  - 
Coast  Surveys,  dec,  report  (tf  the  Seeretarv  of  tile 
Treasury  of  moneys  expended  on  the  sev- 
eral 

Coflee,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

rMd  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendmenta  - 

oraered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Colombian  Society,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  witbont  amendment  - 

the  bill  recommitted  - 

reported  with  an  amendment  -      -  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reeding  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased   -      -  . 
Commerce  end  Mannfeeturea,  appointment 

the  standing  committee  of  .  -  . 
Compensation  of  Members,  Mr.  Burrill  commu- 
nicated a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island,  recommending  a  reduction 
of  the  

referred  to  a  select  committee  ... 

report  (^said  committee  .... 

the  reaolalioo  of  itmpedien^,  read  - 
Contingent  Ezpeneee  of  Uie  Military  EstabUah- 
ment,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  statement  of  the 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  similar  statement  - 
Contracts,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  with  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
ttoneraoflhe  Navy  Board  of  the,  made 
by  them 

a  similar  report  from  the  Quartermaster 
General,  dbe.  ..... 

a  similar  report  from  the  Postmaster^Oen- 
eral  .... 

Cooper,  Daniel,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Cemmittee  of  Claims 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  for  the  claim  of      -      -  ■ 
agreed  to  ...... 

a  bill  for  relief  of^  read  .... 

read  a  second  time  803 

laid  im  the  table  896 

Cote  Sans  Dessein,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of,  praying  to 
be  confirmed  in  their  title  to  certain  lands, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands  188 

said  committee  dischaiged  ...  393 
Cousen%  E.,  and  other,  Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine, 

presented  the  petition  of 
Cexe,  Daniel  W.,  Mr.  WiUiaouof  MisaWppi 
presented  the  petition  o(  referred  - 
a  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the  Marquis  <tf 
Maison  Rouge      .      .      -      .  . 
(See  Staiton  Rouge.) 
Creek  Nation,  a  Message  from  the  President, 
transmitting  copeeof  a  treaty  made  vrith 
the,  read  -      -      -      -  - 


-  160 

-  186 
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CrOM  KoA  PoDd  U«ndi,  t  UU  from  tlw  Home 
of  RqimeotaUTei  for  building  Ugbt- 

hooMS  on   377 

read  twice,  tod  referred    -  37S 

reported  with  amendment*      ...  387 

reed  a  third  time,  and  poHd  ae  amended  899 

D. 

Dallaa,  Alexander  James,  on  motion  of  Hr. 
Roberts,  the  Committee  on  Finance  were 
instnieted  to  inqairo  into  the  expediency 
of  prOTiding  fin-  pajment  of  balincM  dtto 
to,  aa  pajmaster  of  militia    ...  8M 
tho  committee  dtachmrged  .      ■      -      -  400 
Sna,  Samoel  W.,  of  Connecticut,  attended    •  10 
nmarki  of,  oo  the  bill  for  relief  of  Commo- 
dore Tucker  SM 

on  the  Military  Peace  Ertabliahment        -  866 
StbeDtorea,  a  bill  from  the  Hooee  of  Repreient- 
•tivee  to  authorize  ecrflecton  to  pay,  in 
ewtain  apedfied  etaea,  read  -      .      -  391 
TMd  •  eecond  time,  and  reliirred  883 
nported  without  amendment    ...  301 
read  Uie  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  896 

Da  taBuide,  Piene  Denia,  a  bill  from  the  Rouse 

of  Repreaenutivea  for  relief  of;  read  -  2S6 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  260 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  288 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  391 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  394 

DeniaoD,  Eliaha  and  others,  ah.  Sanfbrd  pre- 
set^ the  maaiNial  o^  xeftmd  -  383 
DaaUmdc,  Roaalie  P,  a  bill  Aon  the  Houie  of 
RmreaentatiTcs  for  relief  of,  i«ad  twice 
and  referred  350 
reported  without  amendment   -  388 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  391 
read  the  Uiird  time,  and  passed  •      •      -  394 
DhAt  WaKam,  Mr.  Walker  of  Alabama,  pre- 

lentad  die  petition  of,  rafiNrred  -  186 

the  committee  discharged ....  893 
Sickenon,  Hahlon,  of  New  Jeran,  attended   -  9 
speech  at,  on  die  petititm  of  Matthew  Lyon  191 
on  the  Military  Peace  Eatablishment        -  361 
IHU,  Eliza,  Jane  Jervia,  and  Iiouisa  St.  C.  Robb, 
(dattghten  of  the  lato  General  3t.  Clair,) 
Mr.  Noble  preeented  petition  of.  reftrred  36 
aa  advwae  report  thereon  -      •      -  '131 
lead  and  concurred  in      -      -      -      -  183 
Bhumore,  Silaa.   (See  Chaetaw  Nation.) 
Bistiict  Banka,  Mr.  Honey  presented  the  me- 
morial of  several  of  the,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  -  160 
on  motiim  of  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  direotod  to  report  the 
latest  statement  of  the  -      -      -      -  186 
a  letter  from  that  officer  in  compliance      -  344 
a  InU  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain,  read  266 

nad  a  aeeond  time  368 

ordond  to  a  tUrd  reading        ...  880 
raad  the  third  tine,  and  passed       -      -  384 
tMomad  from  the  House  of  Hepresentadves 
with  amendments,  and  agreed  to  •      •  39'^ 
DiatiiBt  of  Colombia,  appmntment  ot  the  stand- 

tng  committee  for  the    -      -      -      -  21 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representetives  to 
amend  tlte  act  to  alter  tl»  terms  of  ses- 
■km  of  the  drenit  and  diitriet  ooaiti  of 
the,  read  88 


District  of  Columbia — continued.  Pigt 
bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -     •  tU 
Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition  of  raDdtj 
citizens  of  Georgetown,  remoDimtui{ 
against  the  paasage  of  the  said  bilL  r> 

ferred  Ill 

the  bill  reported  wldioot  amendment  •  01 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  •  lit 
read  tlw  third  time,  and  passed  •  Ul 

Diatrict  Court  of  Louisiana,  a  bill  to  uthnu 
the  clerk  of  the,  to  appoint  in  smMI, 
twice  read,  and  refened       -     -    •  tU 
reported  without  amendment   -     -    -  XI 
Moerad  to  a  third  reading  -     •  IB 

Dirorea  and  Alimony  in  tba  District  ef  Colandii, 

aUU  eoneeming,read  twiGe,aiidiefend  SH 
reported  with  amendments  -     •  I7i 

laid  on  the  table  398 

Doak,  William,  Mr.  Holmes  of  HknMpp  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred     •     •  IK 
Doak,  William,  and  Noble  Osborne,  a  bill  giut- 
ing  the  right  of  pre-emption  to,  read  ■ 
read  a  eecond  time   -      -      -     .    .  3t( 
laid  on  the  table      -      -      -     .  • 
Dobson,  Thomas,  and  Son,  Mr.  Lowrie  ptwtalc' 

the  petition  of,,  referred  -     •     -    •  lU 
adveiae  report  thereon      -      -     .    -  IB 
read  and  concurred  in      -      -     -     •  W 
DocamenU,  a  resoltition  to  furnish  the  Stite 
Department  with  twenty-fiTecoimofill, 
printed  by  order  of  the  Senate^  letd  • 
read  again,  and  agreed  to  -  .    ■  ISl 

Drawback.  (See  Lamme,  Pattl,  4e.) 
Doflbe,  James,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  presented  die  peti- 
tion of  the  execoton  of,  referred   •    ■  ^ 
the  committee  discharged  -      -     •    •  tt 
Dofosset,  Francois,  Mr.  Johnson  of  LooimBi 

presented  the  petitioa  of,  referred  -    -  ^ 
Dttverge,  Barth(domew,a  UU  from  the  Hoiwtt 
KepresenUtiTes  for  the  r^f  o(  twin 
read,  and  referred  -       -      *     '    '  m 
reported  without  amendment    -     *    '  « 
oraered  to  a  third  reading       •      -    '  ^ 
read  the  dilrd  time,  and  paaaed  -     -  - 

E. 

East  and  West  Florida,  a  bill  to  enable  tba  Pk- 
sidmit  to  take  pooseaaion  of,  read  ttnc*  • 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasead  •     -    •  3" 
BastOB,  Rofus,  for  himself  aod  tiw  hein  of  Jia* 
Brofl;  Mr.  Jahneaa  of  Knatncky  puMrtu*  ^ 
the  petition  of,  raAired  -      ~     '  ' 
the  committee  diaehugad  -      *     '     '  ^! 
Baton,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  •     -  ^ 
remarks  o^  on  the  Mlaeonri  reselBliM     *  * 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith      -      '      *     *  ? 
on  his  proviso  -      -       -      '     '    '  a 
on  Mr.  Wilson's  subatitote       -     '     '  j! 
on  ofining  his  proviso  a  second  tinw  * 
Ednealioo,  Mt»         sabmitlad  a  lasotalioB  « 
thn  iustiee  and  praprietj  of  granting  IM^ 
to  the  old  Stalaa  for  pwpoaaa  of   -  * 
referred  to  the  CoaunitlM  on  Pnfalielwdi  ^ 
report  thereon  -      -      -      .     -     -  " 
Mr.  Piakoey  presented  cntain  Taedi6oM 
and  proGoedings  of  the  LegUatoie  «f 
Maryland,  on  the  subjoct  of  -      *  , 
Bdwardsi  Ninian,  of  Illinois,  attended 

speech  o^  on  the  bill  iiw  nitef  of  pnichMn 
of  IhapnUie  lands 
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Blectum  (rf  Preudfot  and  Vim  Pttnitat,  Mr. 
WilMa  of  Kmt  Jmmj  antmittad  a  mb»- 
Intioa  inatraetiDg  the  Jndidaiy  Oommit- 
tee  to  inquire  whether  any  amandDanla 
axe  neeeeaan  in  the  aet  reaitaettDf  tha  -  118 
eonaidered  and  agreed  to  -  ISO 
report  of  said  eommittee  thereon  -  346 

the  reaolatien  of  the  aaaie,  that  it  ia  inezpe* 
dient  at  thia  Una  to  have  further  legiala- 
lation  on  the  aobject,  read     -  3M 
conddeied  and  concurred  in     -      -      -  S60 
Eladoral  Votaa,  Mr.  Wiboa  of  New  Jnaejr  aub- 
mittad  a  resolution  touching  the  counting 

ofthe  117 

reliBned  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -  -  ISO 
report  of  aaid  committee  concarred  in  -  360 
meeting  of  the  two  Housea  to  count  the  -  345 
the  reault  of  the,  annonneed  hj  the  Pieai- 

dent  ofthe  Senate       .      •      •      .  846 
(See  Pre$ident  tmd  Viet  Praideni.) 
Electora  of  FKaident  and  Vice  Preihlent*  Mr. 
Di^rraoD  anbmilted  a  ji^t  reaolutton  to 
amoid  the  Conatitntion  in  regaid  to  Uu, 


read  3S 

read  a  lecond  time,  and  referred  23 
re^it  that  it  is  in«zpedient  to  amend  the 
Constitution  sfi? 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended   •      -      -  10 
EDrolling  and  Liconsing  Vaaseb,  &c,  Mr. 
Holmea  of  Maine  aubmitted  a  resolution 

reneetiogthe  381 

eonmnedand  reinrrsd  to  the  nnaoea  Com- 
mittee  884 

Entij  of  Merdiondlae,  a  loll  from  tile  House  of 
Repreaentattvea  to  regulate  the,  imported 
firom  adjacent  territories,  road      -      -  260 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  362 
reported  with  amendments  -  836 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -  881 

read  tiie  third  toa,  and  paaead  -      -      -  894 
Erie  Harbor,  Mr.  Lowrie  snbmitted  reaolntiom  ot 
the  Legtslatnre  tii  PeonsjlTania,  relating 
to  lAatmctions  in  the  month  of     -      -  384 
Hxeeation  issuing  from  the  Circuit  Court  of 

Geor^,  a  IhII  concerning  procesi  of,  read  388 
read  a  second  time  -      ...      -  306 
Expenditure  and  application  of  Moneys,  a  letter 
from  the  Seeretan  of  the  Navy  transmit. 
tinralatemoBtairf,  Ac.  -  -  108 

F. 

Fairbanks,  Jason.   (See  Keyei,  Perlejf.) 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Geotgetown, 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of    -  841 

Feea  of  District  Attorneys,  dtc,  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  submitted  a  resolution  on  the  sub* 

ject  of  148 

amended,  and  referred  to  the  Judidary 

Committee  161 

the  eommittee  discharged  -  363 

Finance,  ainpointment  of  the  standing  commit* 

tee  of  SO 

Finch*  Mosee,  senior,  Mr.  l%omas  presented  the 
petition  of  sandiy  inhabitaota  of  the  New 
Porehase,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  a  qoartcrieetion  of  land  may 
be  granted  to,  fat  cenain  puipoeas,  re* 
foned  1S6 


Page. 


Fire  Enginea,  Ac.,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  rea* 
dlnticn  of  inquiry  whether  tba  aetantlior. 
iling  the  purchase  of,  had  been  exaeoted  86 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 

preeant  it  to  the  Preaident  40 
a  Measago  transmitting  the  report  of  the 

agent,  referred     .....  iiO 
the  eommittee  discharged  -  184 
Fisheries,  a  bill  concerning  Tcssels  employed  in 

the,raad  868 

read  a  second  time  88S 

laid  on  the  taUe  398 

Florida  1^^,  a  Un  inoriding  br  the  aMudiea- 
tion  and  payment  of  claims  nndar  the, 
read  twice    ......  880 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      •      -      -  866 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  887 
Ford,  Nathan,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  presented  the  peti. 

tioa  of,  icfetrad  148 

a  bill  foriha  relief  of;  read      .      -      -  164 

lead  a  aaoond  time  178 

lead  the  third  time,  and  pwaad'  -844 
Foreign  Afiiurs,  appointmrat  of  the  atanding 

eommittee  of      -      -      -      -      .  90 
Formgn  Coins,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repra- 
BcntatiTcs  to  regulate  the  currency  of, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  with  an 

amendment  403 

Four  Millions,  a  bill  ftom  tiie  House  of  Repie- 
aentatins  authorising  the  President  to 
borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding,  read  three 
times,  and  passed  with  an  amendment  -  401 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree,  tile 
Senate  insisted,  and  asked  a  conference  408 
Fourth  Census,  a  Message  from  the  Preaident 
transmitting  a  letter  from  the  marafaal  of 
Virginii,  respecting  the       -      -      -  803 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  taking  the,  read 
three  times,  and  passed  ....  898 

a. 

Oullard,  John,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  atlanded, 

and  took  the  Chair  as  President^  tern. '  9 

vote  of  thanka  to  404 

addiemo^  to  the  Senate,  on  atyoamoMat  406 
Galea  db  Seatonj  election  at  aa  prinlem  to  the 

Senate.  408 

Gardner,  Atezandar,  Mr.  Otia  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -  184 
General  Post  Office,  report  from  the  Postmaster 
General  ahowing  the  number  of  deiks 
employed  in  the,  and  at  what  aalaries   -  168 
Ghent,  Treaty,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatiTca  eatablishing  the  aaljuiea  of  tlw 
eommiasionera  and  agents  emfdoyed  un- 
der the,  read  twice       .      -      .      .  403 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .      -      -  408 
Gooding,  John,  and  James  WUliams,  Mr.  Pink. 

ney  presented  the  petition  o(  referred   -  38 
a  bill  aothMiziog  payment  of  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney to,  read  147 
read  a  second  time  -      .      -      -      •  161 
read  the  third  time,  and  piased  -  301 

OordoD,  Paticnca,  Mr.  WUeon  prea sated  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  188 
a  biU  for  relief  o^  read  •  184 

read  a  eecond  time  -  .  -  .  .  18S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  -  246 
read  ihethird  time^  and  paasad  ...  849 
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GovetniMnt,  a  bill  fiom  dM  Hoom  Btpv^ 
MstatiTcs  maklns  ipproiHHtioM  fax  the 
niliport  of,  fcr  IStS,  md  twiM^  and  n- 

felTM    -------  S31 

reported  with  «inendiDniU      .      .      -  347 
rMd  the  third  time,  aod  pwed  aa  ameadcd  394 
Gfade,  Archibald,  and  Sona,  Mr.  King  preccnted 

the  petition  of  SI  I 

(fitoa  Vniadmg  0/  VetteU.) 
Ofaham,  jaiDc%  Mr.  Oim  pieaenlM  tha  pctilioii 

o^nfeired  341 
advnaa  raport  thereon  ....  300 
report  rmned,  and  bill  ordered  -  334 

(See  Wkiiduad,  WUUam.) 
Ongory,  Lientanant,  a  bill  to  reward,  his  offi- 

een  and  men,  read      ...       -  306 
read  a  aeeond  time  -      .      ■      .      -  331 
Once,  Jared  E.,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama,  aabmit- 

ted  a  resolation  aothoriaiog,  to  eatei  a 

certain  fraction  of  land  -  180 

refrmd  to  tha  Committee  of  PaUic  Landa  190 
the  committee  pray  to  be  ditchai^Bd  -  •  356 
their  report  ooacuned  in  -  -      -  860 

GnarJain,  Lewia  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Eoaae  of 

R^reMDtatiTca  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

and  referred  340 

reported  without  amendment  -  368 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  -  388 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  -      -      -  300 

H. 

Hackley,  Richard  8.,  Mr.  Bsrboar  presented  tho 

petitioa  of,  dec  344 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -  383 
Hardiman,  Thomaa,  Mr.  Eaton  preaeoted  the 

petition  of,  referred      -      •      -      -  40 
an  adrene  retort  thereon  -      -      -      -  360 
Harding,  John,  and  Oilea,  John  Shatoand  JiAn 
Nicholls,  a  bill  aapplamratary  to  the  act 
for  the  relief  of,  read     -  346 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  340 
reported  witfaont  amendment   -  866 

laid  on  the  table  898 

Harpole,  George,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti- 
tion fot,  referred    -  337 
eommittee  diadiarged      ...      -  896 
Haiard,  Nathaniel,  lato  of  Rhode  Imud,  a  nca- 
aage  from  the  House  of  Repraanitattvea, 
announcing  the  death  of,  sc.      -      -  133. 
Heaton,  William,  and  othen,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  memorial      referred    -      -  383 
Hodge,  Ann,  Mr.  Roberts  jwesented  Uie  petitioa 

of,  referred  313 

committee  dfaeharged  ....  896 
Hodgson,  IMecca,  Mr.  Pinkney  fmsented  the 

petition  of,  referred  50 
the  committee  asked  to  be  discharged      •  116 
agreed  to,  and  peUtion  referred  to  a  select 
committee    -  337 
Hoffinan,  John,  Mr.  J(rtuuKm  of  Louisiana  re- 
ported a  IhU  for  the  reUef  ot,  vrttich  was 

read  133 

read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred             -  186 
reported  without  amendment    -      .      -  189 
Holmea,  David,  of  Missisuppi,  attended  -      -  9 
Holmes,  John,  of  Maine,  attended  9 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  admit  Mis- 
souri  80 

remarka  of,  on  tha  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal  •  145 


Holmes,  John,  remarks  of— contiBBed.  P^t 
on  the  lull  for  relief  of  CemmodmT«ka  IB 
spssrh  o(  on  the  Bankrmt  MB  -  -  -  a 
on  dw  njeetioD  hy  the  Hawa  of  B^ma- 

alma,  of  the  MiwNiii  lairieiiaB  •    -  JM 
on  the  first  resolotkm  fren  the  HMKtflc- 

presentatives,  for  a  joint  *™"«ff  « 

the  question  of  admitting  MiMmi  ■ 
the  credentials  <4,  for  aoo^r  tm  is  tbt 

Senate,  read  and  filed  -     -     •    ■  Jtt 

Holmes,  John,  Mr.  Walker  of  Ahbsmi  |n- 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred     .    •  S 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  -     •  - 

read  a  aeeond  time  -  ....  Si 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •    -  111 

read  the  third  ttmt^  and  {Nused  -  •  ■  11' 
Hook,  Joaiah,  jr.,  Mr.  Holines  of  Mum  jn- 

aented  the  petition  of,  rafened     -    -  M 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read      -     -    ■  0 

read  a  second  Ume  S! 

Hwsey,  Onterbridge,  of  Delaware,  aUenU   •  i 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  incoiponl*  tk 
Columbian  Society      -      .     .    ■  t. 
Hiuiainger,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  fiesst  «f  Xe- 
presentativea,  for  the  reliefer  twiee  nsi, 
and  referred  -      -      .     -     .    ■  » 
repntod  without  amendment  -     -    -  !9 
indefinitely  postponed  .     .    -  8 

Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  attsBded  -  » 

I. 

niinois,  a  bill  from  the  Houee  of  ReanMB^ 
atirea,  to  provide  for  paying  to  ibt  Stttt 
o^  three  per  cent  on  the  net  pncMJi  ^ 
lands,  dec.,  read   -       -      .     ■  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  ameodmento  • 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  InO  eonfinnbg  certain  daiais  tohidih 

read     -  - 
read  a  second  time   -      .      .     -  ■ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -     -  * 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned  - 
a  bill  confirming  the  location  of  tlteinlrf 

government  of,  read  twice,  Ac.  - 
reported  without  amandraent,  aadhidet 
the  Ubie  

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  fiirther  to 

the  eompenaatimt  of  offlcan  am|fe^a 

cdleetion  of  duties  on,  read  • 
read  a  aeeond  time   -       .      .     •  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -     -  ~ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  dm- 
morial  of  sundry  merchants  pnjinf  *» 
explanatory  actin  relation  to,  reiiintJ  - 
a  bill  mipidementeiy  to  the  act  te  ngahK 
the  eoUection  of  duties  on,  twice  imd  ' 
ordered  to  a  thirdnading  -      -     -  * 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Increase  of  Dulis^  Mr.  Smith  presented  du  f 
morial  of  eitiiana  of  Charieslea,  pnM' 
ing  against  any,  referred 
Mr.  Pleasante  {weaanted  a  mmilar 
from  Virginia      -       .      -     •  ■ 
Indian  Afiairs,  appointmaot  of  tlN  slaadM 
committee  on      -       .      .     -  * 
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Indian  Agenu,  a  bill  to  aQthorizc  th<  RppuDtmsiit 

of  certain,  read     -       -       -       -       -  140 
read  a  Mcond  time  -  143 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      .      -  384 
read  the  third  time,  and  paned  -  389 
iDdiui  Trade,  Mr.  Ht^mea,  of  Miiaafippi, 

znnnieated  a  letter  to  him  from  the  8vfn- 
inteadent  of,  with  a  cop;  of  hia  report   -  120 
Indian  Tribes,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaeary  of  moneja  eipeoded  in  forming 
treatiea  with,  dec  -      -      -      -      •  43 
a  )»U  for  the  better  regulatioo  of  trade  with 

the,rMd  IM 

read  a  second  time   -  129 

laid  on  the  uble  137 

called  np  and  indefinitely  postponed  -  -  380 
lodiua,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Judtdajy 
Committee  were  tnHnicted  to  inqoire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  bonn- 
dary  between,  and  Illinoia  and  Michigan, 
to  be  anrreyed,  dec.  ...  -  39 
Mr.  Noble  alao  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legielatare  of,  praying  permtaiion  to 
tax  all  pnblte  lands  in,  acrid  1^  the  United 

Statea,  referred  141 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -      -      -      .  344 
a  bill  to  designate  the  bonadaries  of  a  land 
district  in,  read     .....  366 

read  a  second  time  379 

laid  on  the  Uble  398 

Interest  on  PaUie  Lands,  Mr.  Rngglea  submit- 
ted a  resolution  coneerniag  the  expedi- 
ency of  remitting  the           -      -      .  28 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  30 
Introduction  of  Slaves,  a  resolution  wss  adopted 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  communicate  what  proceedings 
have  been  bad  in  relation  to  officers  of 
OoTernmeut,  charged  with  being  con- 
cerned in  the       .....  380 
Irwin,  Alexander,  an  advene  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  -  161 

read,  snd  concurred  in     -      -      •      •  IM 
Island  of  New  Orleans,  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  several  acta  for  adjusting  claims  to 
land  in  the  districts  east  of  the,  read      -  367 
read  a  second  time  •  362 

laid  on  the  table  896 

IsIm  of  J%oala,  a  IhII  to  repair  a  sea-wall  at  the, 

raad  189 

read  a  seccud  time,  and  rdbrred  •  191 

reported  without  amendment    .      -      -  S64 

J. 

Jackson,  Qeorge,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  refened  -      -      -      -      -  iig 
adTarse  rejport  Uiercou     ....  248 
JaiUf  a  reaoluttou  from  the  House  of  Kepresent- 

ntires  providing  for,  in  certain  cases      -  367 

read  a  first  time   377 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      •  379 
reported  without  amendment   -  389 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  398 
Janney,  Joseph,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .      .      ■      .      .  36 
an  adverse  report  thereon  -  136 
Jarrott,  Nidiolas,  a  bill  from  the  HouM  ef  Rep* 

reswtativea  for  the  relief  of,  road  .      •  99 

rMd  a  seeond  time,  and  rafoired            •  117 


Jcrrod,  N.,  bill  for  relief  of — continued.         -  Page, 
reported  with  amendments       ...  18S 
omered  to  a  third  reading              -      -  242 
the  vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  recommitted  344 
reported  with  other  amendments      -      -  353 
miderad  to  a  third  reading  as  ammided      -  388 
read  the  third  time,  aad  passed  with  amend* 
ments  300 
Jervia,  Jane.    (See  Dili,  Eliza.) 
Johnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  attended   -  B 
remarits  of,  on  the  resolution  to  admit  Mis- 
souri   -  88 

on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Ctriumlnan 

Society  40 

on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Uanal  bill  •  •  158 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  purcha* 

sers,  &c.  314 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Vir^nia 

military  land  warrants  -  S47 
on  the  rejection  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Missouri  rAiolutioa     -       -  363 
Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended  9 
mnarka  o^  on  a  motion  to  dleclur^  the 
-Laud  Committee  from  consideration  of 
8u  Helena  memorial    •      -      -      •  368 
Johnson,  Isaac  N.,  Mr.  Noble  Resented  the  po> 
tition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Indiua, 
praying  that  the  right  of  preemption  to  a 
certain  section  of  Isnd  may  be  granted  to, 
for  the  erection  of  a  mill,  &c.        -      -  141 
an  adverse  report  thereon        ...  184 
read,  and  concurred  in     -      -  187 
the  committee  disdiarged  -      •      -  -190 
Judiciary,  appmntment  of  tlie  etanding  Commit* 

tee  on  the  31 

report  of  said  committee  on  the  eipedieney 
of  extending  to  the  Supreme  Court  ap- 
pellate jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases      -  377 

K. 

Kelley,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Williama  of 
Tennessee  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lande  31 
Kemper,  Presley,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Ijouisiana  pre* 

senbed  the  petition  of,  referred      -      •  36 
Averse  report  thereon      ...      -  ISO 
read,  and  concurred  in     -      -      -      -  136 
Keyes,  Perloy,  and  Jason  Fairbanks,  a  bill  &om 

the  House  for  r^ief  of,  read  ...  30 
read  a  seeond  time,  and  rcforred  •  -  36 
roported  with  an  amendment  -  -  133 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  '  ' 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  185 
King,  Rufus,  of  New  York,  attended  -  -  9 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Eaton's  proviso  to  the 

Missouri  resolution       -  -       43, 44 

on  the  second  o0ering  of  the  same  proviso  -  100 
on  the  bill  coneerniog  Virginia  military 

land  wanranta      .      .      .      -      .  346 
on  the  bill  fbf  the  relief  of  Commodore 

Tucker  .200 

on  report  of  committee  on  Electoral  votes  •  343 
on  the  bill  providing  for  ezeeation  of  the 

Florida  treaty  386 

King,  William,  of  Alabama,  attended      .      .  9 
Knight,  Nehemiah  R.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  in  place 
cnT  J.  Burrill)  deeeaaed,  produced  his  ere* 

dantial%dfcc  311 

apeedt  of,  on  the  Bankrapt  UU       -      -  844 
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JbtODDtlliukee,  in  Iadi«a  ehie(  Mr.  WiUuiiis«f 
Tflnnnaee  prwentad  the  mtmoaal  ai,  n- 

ftmd   S44 

abillforthfli^rfor^rawl       -      -      -  S66 

read  A  iMond  liOM  -----  880 

laid  OB  Um  tftUe   396 

L. 

Lands,  Iflttar  from  the  Secretary  of  Ui«  Trea- 
nuy,  with  atatamcnti  of  amoania  *ppn>* 
priatod  for  the  pnrduM     finHU  the  Ib- 
diaoa^&e.  19 
Iiud  Winanti,  a  tnll  to  regulate  the  loeatioD  of, 

twice  read,  and  reAnad        ...  MO 
reported  with  amendmenta  -  560 

read  lh«  third  time,  and  paaMd  -  400 
Langoille,  Franeie  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of 
Kepreaeotativea  Inr  the  reliaf  o(  twice 

'   lead,  and  reArred  341 

npoftod  withoot  amandmenl    -      .      .  m% 
onend  to  a  third  roading  •      .      .      -  S68 
zaad  the  third  time,  and  paned  -             -  390 
LanmaOf  Jemea,  of  Connaetieut,  attended       -  18 
laaSDsaa,  Fault  and  F.  Bailly  Blandiard,  Mr. 
Jobnaon  of  Loniiiana  jmeented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  132 

an  adverfe  report  thereon  -      -      -      -  338 
read,  and  coaoirred  in     ~      -      -      •  358 
vote  recoil aidrred,  and  bill  laid  on  the  table  Ml 
Larr&bee,  Major  Cbarlea,  Mr.  Trimble  preentad 

the  petition  of,  refened  -      -      .      -  94 
report  of  resolution  ynntiBg  Itm  to,  to 
withdraw  hla  petition  -      -      -  ISl 

I^w,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Horsaj  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred      -      -  99 
Lawrence,  Eleanor,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
petitiMi  of,  rriened  to  the  Secretary  of 

War  87 

the  report  of  the  Secawtary  referred  to  the 

MUhuy  Committee      -      •      -      -  130 
said  ctKnmittee  report  that  the  elaim  onght 
to  be  liquidated  and  pud  by  the  War  De- 
partment, which  was  concurred  in        -  t38 
Leuret,  Louis,  Mr.  Johiwoo  of  Louisiana  pre- 

aented  the  petition  o^  reforred      -      ■•  388 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .      *      .      -  366 
read,  and  eonenrred  in     -      -      -      -  300 
Lemaitre,  John  B.,  Mr.  Smith  preamted  the  pe- 
tition o^  rcArred  '   ®f  * 

the  committee  diseharged  -  386 
Levy  Court  of  Washington,  a  bill  to  empower 

the,  to  diecontinne  a  certain  road,  read  -  378 
read  a  second  time  .      .      .      -      >  388 

laid  on  the  taUe  898 

Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dickenoo  a  joint 

committee  was  appnsted  en  the   -  18 
Lion,  John,  a  message  firom  tlw  House  of  Kep- 
resenlatives  anoooncing  the  deatfi  of, 
and  the  osaal  resolution  in  such  cue    •  146 
Ll^d,  Edward,  of  Maryland,  attended    -      -  36. 
Itongitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  joint  resolution  fi<om 
the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  authoring 
the  President  to  cause  aetrouMBical  ob- 
senratioos  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the, 
ned  .--.-.-38 
rend  a  seomd  timoi  and  leftmd      •      -  36 
Lmilidana,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  Bemorial  of 
the  L^iilatare  of,  praying  a  gmtt  of 
certain  landa,  ifliMted  ....  80 


Put 

Levi.  Oeerfs,  Mr.  N«Ue  pnaenlad  the  petiliM 

oCrsArred  IH 

adrerss  report  thereon  -       -      -  US 

read,  and  concurred  ia  -  -  -US 
Lowdan,  John,  Mr.  Smith  preaentad  th«  p«»> 

tion  o^retered  3M 

adverse  rqiort  thereon  -      -  311 

Lowrie,  Walter,  of  Fenniyivania,  nttandad  I 
spaech  of,  on  the  bill  fcr  mliMTof  poichiaei* 
of  pobUc  lands    -  -  -  tU 

M. 

Macai^,  J.  L.  B.,  Mr.  JehneOB  of  LMduna 

iveeented  the  petition  o(  rafomd  -      -  IM 

abiUforr«liefo^i«ad      .      -  -  M 

read  s  second  time  -  •  -  .  -  tH 
ordervd  to  a  third  reading  -  M 

Maoon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carriiom.  attended  1 
r«narfcs  o(  on  the  mMion  to  r«coaimt  the 

BiiaBoaii  rasriatiaB      -      -      -      -  lli 
on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal    •      -      .  Ut 
on  the  bill  fcr  relief  (tf  CoiBmodore  Tmckar  » 
■on  the  report  open  Electoral  vote*    -      -  JC 
Maison  Rouge,  the  bill  confirming  the  tide  of 

the  Marquis  de,  read     -       -        -       -  111 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  J0t 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      •  3SS 
MaDory,  David,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred    -  .      -  lli 
Map  of  Soldiers'  Patents,  Mr.  Jobneon  of  Km- 
toc^y  submitted  a  tesolntioo  Inalraeting 
the  Committee  of  PaUic  Lna&  ta  ia- 
qoire  into  the  expediency  of  pnrridiBgs,  IS 
conndered,  and  agreed  to  •      -      -      ~  I7t 
the  committee  dtscbaiged  Aom  its  fetfcer 
considflratioQ       -  183 

Marine  Hospital,  Mr.  Joboson,  of  Loainana,  saV 
mitted  a  resolution  respecting  a,  at  or  neat 
New  Orleans  -       -       -      -  IS* 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Commiltea  of 
Commerce,  dec.  -  -  -  -  •  V 
Meridian,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  tha  niaiDonal 
of  the  Mayor,  Ac,  of  Washington,  ff^- 
ing  Congress  to  adopt  measona  to  fix  a 
principal,  for  the  United  Statc%mdnr■o^ 
and  referred  -  _      -  Stl 

reported  without  amendment    -       -      .  Vi 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      .  3K 
Message,  the  President's  annual      -       .      -  'J. 
Messengers,  dn^,  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Moherts 
submitted  a  resolation  to  idlow  the  vanal 
extra  pay  to,  read  -      -      -       -      -  *' 
read  a  second  time   •      •       .       -      -  W 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •       -  V> 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -       •      -  v 
Michigan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^itcaenta- 
tives  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in,  laid  on  the  table      -       -       -      -  *C 

Military  Afiairs,  appoiotmaot  of  tha  aiaiidja^ 

Committee  of       -  -  -  • 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Ham  a< 

^presratativestoredticaandfixtfaB,r«ad;  ^ 
and  rtforred  -      -      -       .       .  . 
a  substitute  reported      -       -       '      '  ^ 
the  sabstttQla  considered  and  amandad     ■  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -  - 
read  tks  third  tiBM,  and  paMd  na  aBoadii  ^ 
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Milttarjr  EatabliihnieDt — contiaaed.  P*S*- 
tbfl  HooM  of  R«pr«HntatiTet  *gr«ed  to  the 
amendments  with  sn  amendnsiit,  in 
which  tfa«  Senate  conearred  -  369 
Militarj  Land  Warranta,  Mr.  Jobnion,  of  Ken- 
tacky,  lubmitted  a  reat^otion  to  extend 
the  time  for  locating,  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio, 

read  81 

read  a  ncond  time,  amended,  and  referred  40 
reported  without  amendment  -  359 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  S94 

Military  Boad,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing that  a  certain,  may  be  constructed, dec, 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  -      -  186 

Militaiy  Servieei  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Rap* 
reaentatives  making  partial  uprwtcution 
for  the,  fur  the  year  1831,  read  twuM,  and 
referred       ......  143 

reported  with  amendments      -      -      -  148 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •      -      -      -  152 
read  the  third  time,  and  pusad  u  amndad  18S 
another  bill  fiom  the  Honae  of  Repreaant** 
tivea  making  the  annaal  nimopnatioB  fot 
the,  read  three  tinM,  and  paaaad  with 
amendments  -  400 

the  Houaa  of  Represenutives  lUsagree  to 

the  ameadmeots,  and  the  Senate  inaiat  -  402 
a  conference  agreed  apoo  -      -      -      -  403 

the  managers  report,  and  the  Senate  recede  404 
Militia,  appointment  of  the  staading  ComoitlM 

on  Uie  -      -      -      -      •      •  -30 

a  letter  from  the  Seeretny  of  War,  with 
atatoDMOta  lowing  tfao  Dumber  of,  for 

each  Stale  850 

a  Maaaaga  from  the  Preaideot,  tranimitting 
tha  anBDal  ttatenMnt  of  tha  -    '  -      -  883 

Mills,  Elijah  J.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  La- 
gislatnre  or  Hassachoaetla,  in  place  of 
Prentiss  Mellen,  resigned,  jnodacod  his 

eredenttflls.  Sec.  28 

the  credentials  of,  for  a  new  term  of  six 
years,  received  and  filed       -      -      .  339 

Milna,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resontatiTes  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred   240 

reported  witiioot  amendment    ...  362 

ordared  to  a  third  reading       ...  388 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  390 

Mint,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tha  Tiaaauty, 

with  the  Director'a  repint     -      •      -  188 
a  Message  from  the  Pnaident^  tranamitUng 
tha  annual  account  of  the    -  -  347 

Miarianppi,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represents- 
tiTes  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for,  read  09 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  117 
reported  wiUiout  amendoMnt    ...  143 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  144 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaad  -      -      -  148 
Mr.  WiUiaoM  pieaenled  tha  manorial  erf  Ibe 
Lagislatuia  of,  praying  tha  right  of  pre- 
anption  in  aarlain  caaea,  rafanrad  -      -  288 
a  bill  to  eoiablish  a  new  land  ottoa  in,  4cc, 

wad  306 

read  a  second  time  .....  8S1 
(See,  also,  Ahkama  and  Jhtttstippi.) 


Paga. 

Missouri,  a  copy  of  the  constitution  of,  laid  be- 
fan  the  Senate  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  inqnira  into  the  propriety  of  admitting, 
into  tiie  Union     .      -      ■      -      -  lO 
committee  report  areaolotion  to  admit,  read  SB 
read  a  aeoond  time  27 
considered  and  discusaed  -  31,  43, 100 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  116 
read  Ibe  third  time,  and  passed      -      .  117 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  a 
resolution  tastmcting  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  exteadiug  the  judi- 
cial authority  of  the  United  Sutea  over 

the  State  of  187 

amended  by  adding  Florida,  agreed  to      -  840 
a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTes,  that  they  have  rejected  the  Senate 
resolution  to  admit      -  345 
the  rejection  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives debated       -  -      .      -  361 
another  reaolBtiw  to  admit,  read      -      -  866 
read  a  second  time  ...      -      -  867 
the  tfaird  reading  rejected  -      ...  864 
a  bill  to  proTide  for  the  due  execution  of  tha 
la  WB  of  tha  UnitMl  Btotas,  within  the  State 

of,  read  876 

read  a  second  time    ...  -  879 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  8M 
read  the  third  time,  anJ  passed       -      -  307 
a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Represaata< 
tives  for  a  jt^nt  eommittaa  to  inqnira  into 
the  axpedieuey,  &c.,  of  admitting,  into  ttia 

Union  3S0 

conaidered  and  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 

appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate      -  883 
said  joint  oommittee  raportad  a  raaalntion, 
which  was  read    .....  383 

another  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resantativest  twice  read  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading       .....  888 

read  tha  third  time*  and  paaaad  .  890 

Mobila,  Mi.  W^kar  piaaanted  tha  mamotkl  of 

tha  Mayor  ogrefonad  -      •      -      -  18S 
a  bill  granting  to  the  Corpaiatton  of,  aattoin 
lots,  read      ......  876 

read  a  second  time   .....  379 

laid  on  the  Uble  898 

Monroe,  James,  declared  duly  ra-eleoted  Vresi- 

dent  of  the  United  States      -  -  347 

a  joint  committee  af^Mnntod  to  inform  him 

of  tiM  sama  860 

Monaanto.  Mannel  and  bane,  a  Mil  for  tha  rdiaf 

of  the  legal  reftfeeentatives  of,  twice  read  368 
Montgomery,  Alexander,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representativea  of,  read    •      •  888 
read  a  second  time   .....  388 
Moore,  Dr.  David,  Mr.  Walker  of  Alabama  pre- 
sented the  petition  ot,  referred  26 
MoralsB,  Dm  Juan  Bonaventura,  and  Baron 
Carondetsl,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  reso- 
tntion  nqoesting  the  President  of  the 
Onilad  8tataa-to  eommnnlcala  any  infoi^ 
matian  ha  may  posaeaa  aa  to  lha  authority 
of,  to  grant  the  lands  of  Spain  In  Louis- 
iana  141 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ^^lointod  to  lay 

it  before  the  Praudent  ....  148 
a  Message  from  tha  PrassAant  in  reply      -  210 
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Morril,  David  L.,  of  New  Hampshire,  ittended  9 
speech  of,  oo  the  Missouri  resoIuUoo      -  102 
ruoadti  of,  on  the  Ohio  uid  Erie  Ctiul   -  165 
remarka  of,  on  the  rejection  by  the  Houm  of 
Representatives  of  the  Senate  resolution 
to  admit  Missouri  -  352 
McDuff,  Dsjiiel,  m  bill  from  the  Houvfe  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  o(  read      -      -  134 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  isg 
reported  without  amcndiuent                 -  242 

laid  on  the  table   998 

McGirk,  John  W.,  Hr.  WOIiaou  of  Tennessee 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  .      -  131 

the  committee  discharged  -  S98 
Uelntosh,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Ropreseotatives  for  relief  of,  read  •      •  134 

read  a  second  time,  and  reAned       -      .  139 

report  thereon  -  148 

laid  on  the  table  -  148 
HcNair,  Matthew,  Mr.  Sinford  presented  the 

Mtitioa  ^  reftrred      -      ■      .  -139 

a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  ....  344 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading   384 

McMiel,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenutivee  for  relief  of,  twieo  read  and 

referred        -  240 

reported  withoat  amendment    -      -      .  353 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  sgg 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  390 
HeWairen,  Nathan,  Mr.  Chandler  presented 

the  petition  <^  referred        -      •      -  138 

an  adverse  report  thereon  ...      -  337 

read  and  concurred  in      .      -      -      .  389 

N. 

Natchez  Hospital,  Mr.  Htrfmes  of  Mississippi 
communicated  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  said  State,  concerning  the,  to  which 
thej  ask  the  consent  of  Congress,  referred  37 

National  Institution  for  the  promotion  of  indus- 
trj,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  presented  the 
memorial  of  the,  praying  that  ■  duty  of 
ten  per  cent,  may  be  imposed  on  all  sales 
•t  auction,  referred ,     •      .      .      .  149 

N^onal  Taecine  Inatitotion,  a  bill  firmn  the 
House  of  ReivesentatiTM  to  incorporate 
the,  read  ...  30 

read  a  second  time,  and  reftmd  >  .  36 
reported  without  amendment   •      -      .  43 

Naval  Afiain,  a^wtntmentof  tba  ■tending  com- 
mittee on  20 

Naval  Regislnr,  the  Secretary  of  the  N&vy  trans  • 
mitted  copies  of  the,  for  the  use  of  mem- 
hew   310 

Naval  Service,  a  report  from  the  8eer«tary  of 
the  Navy,  in  obedience  to  a  reaolution  of 
the  last  session,  on  the  rules  nod  regular 
tions  for  the  -  178 

Navigation,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resdutton 
requesting  information  of  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  Sutes  at  next  session,  as 
to  violations  of  the  act  concerning,  &e.  376 
the  reaolution  agreed  to    -      -      -      .  379 

Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  support  of  the,  for  the  year  1831      -  377 
twiee  read,  and  referred    -  -  378 

reported  without  amendmaat  .  -  .  3S6 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  .  897 


Navy — cootinned.  f^p 
a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  RepreseaUtiTH  to 
amend  the  act  to  provide  Sbs  lbs  grsdwl 
increase  of  flu,  read  Uiree  tinti,  mi 

Navy  ^tn^a  Fand,  report  of  the  C««»iua- 

ereofthe  ij| 

New  Madrid,  Mr.  Johnsm  of  Kentn^y  sutnit- 
ted  a  reaolntion  iaettneling  the  C«ii^ 

tee  on  Pnblic  Lands  to  infuire  ittihe 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  fir  idif 
of  the  inhabitants  of     -      -     ■    ■  IBI 
considered  and  agreed  to  -  •    -  113 

New  York,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  mamoiiil 
of  the  mayor,  of;  praying  tint  cer- 
tain lands  ceded  to  the  United  Slitei,  foi 
military  purposes,  may  revert  U>  the  ox- 
Mvation,  referred  to  the  Secretsiy  of  Wn  li: 
a  Message  from  the  Frendent,  traMDUttii« 
the  report  of  flie  Seeretaiy  of  Wu  llin- 
OD,  referred  to  the  Military  Comnitin  •  W 
a  bill  aathorizing  the  President  of  tb*  Vm- 
ted  States  to  retrocede,  dec,  as  pqed, 

read  K 

read  a  second  time  If^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      .     -    ■  9. 
read  the  third  time,  and  mssed  -     •    -  IB 
a  irill  from  the  Hoose  of  HeprssMitalifei,  U 
alter  the  time  ftr  luMing  the  ^Mrictenm 
in  the  northern  distriet  ^  twice  md,uid 
referred         -       .       .       .     .     ■  th 
reported  without  amendment  -     •    -  91 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ■ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -     .    •  W 
Mr.  King  presented  the  memoiisl  of  Ik 
Chsmber  of  Commerce  of  lbs  citf  iC 
praying  that  n  naval  foroe  cawfifr » 
the  protection  of  eomiurca  m^biA- 
tioned  on  the  MuthimtCTn  eeaBt,HfBnl  M 
Nidudls.  John.  (See  IbnUng,  Joinaad^) 
Niekles,  James,  sen.,  Mr.  Noble  sntMniUcdtif- 
solution,  instracting  the  Conouttet  m 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  aspfr 
ency  of  issuing  a  patent  to    -     ■    -  1^' 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -      •     •    •  1^ 
Noble,  James,  of  Indiana,  attended  -     •    -  ■ 
the  credentials  of,  for  a  new  term  of  «x  jnn 
received,  and  filed  -       -      .     .    ■  9 
Northham,  Siei^en  F.,  and  others,  Mr.HoBUt 

presented  the  petition  of      .     .    -  ^ 
Northumberland  County,  Virginia,  a  biO 

the  Honse  of  RqpreeentaliTca  to  aillkoat 
the  Bocretazy  of  the  Treasury  to  sill  •d' 
convey  a  certain  tract  of  land  Ijiat  m, 
read  twice 


read  the  tiiird  time  and  paased  - 

O. 


Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  and  others,  Mr.  Wikn  pn- 
seated  the  petition  o(  refecred     •    ■  ;^ 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read      -      -     '    '  '| 
read  a  second  time   -       -      .     .  ■ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -     '    '  ;* 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed  -     -    -  ' 
Ohio,  Mr.  Bugglee  preaanted  the  preeeediagt  n 
the  Legialatare  o^  in  relation  to  Unit  ie  , 
school  pu^oMs,  referred  -    -  ' 

the  committeo  dlwhngad  -  •  ' 
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Ohio  wd  Erie  Canal,  a  bill  to  tuthoriio  th«  ap- 
poiotmeDt  of  commisuoiwn  to  laj  oot, 

Uie,  twice  read,  and  mfamil  -      -  43 
reported  witli  ameodmenla      -  126 
indefinitely  postponed      -  1S6 
Opie,  Leroy,  a  bill  from  the  HoDse  of  Kepreeeata- 
tive^  aothorbing  the  ntUement  of  the 
acconnti  of,  reftd  three  timet,  and  peaud  404 
Oaborne,  Noble.    {See  Doak,  WilHam.) 
Otis,  H.  Gray,  of  Mauachasetta,  attended       -  S4 
speech  of,  on  the  Minoari  reaolutiona      -  89 
remarka  of,  on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal  bill  144 
speech  o(  on  the  bill  for  an  uniform  ayetem 

of  Bankruptcy  890 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  Military  Peace  EaUb- 
liahmrnt      ......  86ft 

Oxiey,  Thoma8,Mr.  PleaaanU  (msented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -      •      •      -      •  140 
advene  report  tbereoa      ...      -  326 
read,  and  concurred  in      -      -      -      -  38S 

a  bill  aathorizing  the  Seeretaiy  of  Slat*  to 

iasne  a  patent  to,  read  -  -  •  •  380 
read  a  second  time  -  ~  -  .  •  883 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -      .      >  897 

P. 


Pactfie  Ocean,  Mr.  Lloyd  preacnted  a  memorial 
'  of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  anggeating 

the  expediency  of  lagmantiog  the  BKTal 
'  tatet  in  the,  referred     ....  333 

Palmar,  W.  A.,  of  Termont,  attended  •  -  10 
Pancoutf  William,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentncky 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -      -  126 
adverse  report  thereon      -  339 
t   Parker,  Samoe),  Mr.  Otia  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  256 

'         «  bill  to  extend  the  patent  of,  read   •      -  339 
read  a  second  lime   -      .      .      .      .  343 
ordered  to  a  third  tending  -      ...  391 
r  read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  393 

i:  Parka,  EUaa,  a  hill  from  the  Honae  of  Represent- 
1  atives  for  relief  of,  read  ....  30 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  86 
reported  with  an  amendment    -      -      -  120 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  128 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  124 
\  Parrott,  John  P.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  9 
'  Pnseengers  from  foreign  porta  and  places,  a  lettor 
.from  the  Secretatjof  Btala^  with  a  bans- 
*  eriptoftheltataof       -      •      •      -  869 

Peart  RiTer,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaenta- 
i            lives  to  establish  the  district  of,  read      -  260 
■         read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -  S63 
C         reported  without  amendment    ...  359 
t         ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      -  388 
read  the  third  time,  and  paasod  -  390 
^  Peniteutiaiy  Jiiria[«aduiee,  Mr.  Barbour  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the 
Diatiict  of  Cohimbia  praying  a  syatem  of, 
i'            rafared  S7 
f,         the  oommittee  discharged  ...      -  816 
Pensions,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on  30 

Mr.  Horril  submitted  resolatioua  of  instrac- 
lion  on  the  subject  of  •      -      -      -    1 28 
''.  Peoria,  report  from  the  register  at  Edwardaville, 
in  conformity  with  the  act  fin  relief  of 
the  inhabiUnta  of  IfiO 


Page. 


Perkins,  Nidwhis,  Mr.  Eaton  {neaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -  186 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  -  149 
read  a  second  time  .  •  •  •  -  161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  38B 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  •  34S 
Perry,  Margaret,  a  bill  from  the  Honee  of  Rep- 

reaentatirea  for  relief  1^  read              -  IM 
read  a  second  time,  and  refoned      •      -  189 
reported  without  amendment  ...  148 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  148 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -      -  149 
Perry,  Oliver  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Rep* 
reaentatives  for  relief  of  the  family  of  me 
late,  twice  read,  and  refonred        -      -  840 
reported  withoDt  amendment    ...  MS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      •      -      .  891 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed        -      -  891 
Petera,  Andmr,  an  adverae  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  S66 

read  and  concurred  in      -      -      -      -  S60 
Piatt,  John  H.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  waa  directed  to 
report  what  proceedings  have  been  had 

in  the  case  of  861 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  -      -  866 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Glaima  -      -  879 
a  bill  in  explanation  t^the  aet  for  relief  of, 
twice  read     ......  383 

[aid  on  the  table  398 

Pinknay,  William,  of  Maryland  attended  -      -  80 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Wilson's  substitute  for 
Mr.  Eaton's  proviso  to  the  Miesonri  reso- 
lution  44 

Piracy,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  motion  to  in* 
struct  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  law 
for  the  puniahment  of  -      -      -  .28 
considered  and  agreed  to  •      -             -  SI 
report  of  said  committee  thereon      -      -  386 
Planton,  Julia,  Mr.  Roberto  presentod  the  peti- 
tion of,  lefeiTed  119 

an  adverse  rep«»t  thereon  ....  176 
Pleasanta,  Jame^  of  Virginia,  attended   -      .  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  lelief  ttf  Commo- 
dore Tucker  266 

Plnmbe,  William,  Mr.  Dana  preeented  the  petition 

of,  referred   -  886 
adverse  report,  with  leave  to  wiUidraw  hia 

petition  847 

Point  Coupee,  a  bill  granting  to  the  Goremor  of 
Lomaiajia  for  the  time  being,  two  traeto 
oflandin  eonn^  o(dte.,read      •      -  87 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  88 
reported  with  amendmenta  -      •  151 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roada,  appointment  of  the 

standing  Committee  on       •      -      -  31 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  Honee  of  Represen- 
tatives to  alter  and  eatabliah  eartain,  twiee 
read,  and  referred .      .      .      -      •  888 
reported  with  amendments      .      .      -  gB6 
oiderod  to  a  third  reading  -  895 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  897 
Potomac,  a  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank 

of,  read  859 

read  a  second  time  ■      *      .      .      .  868 
(See  Diahiet  Banks.) 
Potter,  Elderkin,  the  committoe  on  the  ease  of, 

were  diacharged   t      -      -      -      -  886 
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PrwideDt  of  the  United  States,  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  - 

tnnoal  Mesaage  of  the  - 

throe  thonaand  o^ea  of  the  Meaaags  of  the« 
ordered  to  be  printed  - 
Pieaident  md  Vice  Preudent,  Mr.  BaTbonr  iBb- 
mitted  a  rcaolution  for  a  joint  ecmmlUM 
to  aocertain  and  report  a  mode  of  coaDliog 
the  Electoral  votes  for  - 

agreed  to,  sod  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  appointed   •      .      .  ■ 

report  of  reaolalMna  bj  aeid  oonmitteo 

considered  and  agreed  to  • 
PriTite  Aeu  of  Con  grew  and  Indian  Treatiea. 

(See  PubhaUim  of  the  Lom) 
Proccaa  io  the  United  States  Conrta,  a  biU  from 
the  HoDse  of  RepresentativM  to  regulate, 
rend  three  times,  and  paased  - 
Public  Beildings,  the  President  commonieated 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the, 
in  eoDibnnitj  with  the  act  of  1818 

Mr.  Roberta  at^mitted  a  reeololion  ooncem- 
iog  the  ...... 

agreed  to,  and  refonred  to  u  ■eleeteommiuee 

a  biU  from  the  Honae  of  BqHttaeotatim 
making  appropriations  fer  die 

twice  read,  and  referred  - 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

md  the  third  time,  and  paesed  as  amended 
Public  Lands,  appmntment  of^  the  standing  Com. 
mittee  on     -      .      -      -      -  - 

Mr.  JohnaoD,  of  LooiiiBna,  anbotitted  a«- 
dry  resolutions  relaUng  to  the,Teftrred  to 
said  committee     -      .      .      .  . 

report  of  the  committee  thereon 

Mr.  Talbot  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Kentuckj  respeeting  the,  read 
Public  Moneya,  s  bill  conceniing  the  ctrilcetiM 
of,  twice  read,  and  referred   .      -  ■ 

reported  with  aBMndmente      -      .  . 
PnbliettioD  of  the  Law^  Mr.  Eatoa  submitted 
a  resolation  reutct^g  the  ... 

sgreed  to,  and  reurred  .... 

a  bill  supi^mentaiy  to  the  act  to  proride 
for  the,  read  ..... 

read  a  second  time   -  .      .      -  187 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  246 

read  the  third  time,  mud  passed  .      •      -  249 
Parchaaers  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Johneon,  of 
Louisiana^  aitoitled  a  reaolatioii  con* 
cwning  17 

considered,  and  ntnttA  to  the  Cowulttce 
on  Public  Lands  -      •      .      .      -  S2 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  eubmitled  a  teao- 
Intion,  referred  to  the  same   .      -  . 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petilwn  of  sundry 
citiMoe  of  the  West,  praying  relief  ti^  re- 
ferred  to  the  same       ....  33 

Mr.  Noble  tlm  submitted  «  resdulioii  on 
the  subject  of      •      ■      •      -      .  22 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  (he  eame  24 

Mr.  Roggles  eobmitted  a  similar  resolu- 
tion  M,  181 

Mr.  Trimble  also  one  on  the  same  sul^eet  •  39 

Mr.  Thomas  the  same  77,  131 

Mr.  Walker  prMented  a  memorial  of  die 
LegiriatuN  of  AUbaMu  in  MulT  oi;  n- 
ferred  to  the  same        ....  99 


-  267 

288 
341 
3«S 


-  402 


25 

87 
28 

269 
388 
343 
394 

397 

20 


1S8 

187 

212 

150 
SM 

179 
184 

186 


Purchasers  of  Public  Lands — continued.  Psje. 
Mr.  Trimble  preeented  four  Aemoriab  <rf 

die  same  character  -  •  1 16^  IH,  I3( 
Mr.  Noble  preeeDted  two  nemorids  at  the 

same  diaracter  ...  IM,  141,  UB 
Mr.  WUIiama,  of  Tenneaaaa,  pnafhia  a 

memorial  of  the  L^islatare  ef  Niansii 

on  the  same  subject  .  .  -  -  130 
Mr.  Bdwarda  presented  a  memorial  «f  -  15S 
a  bill  far  the  relief  of,  prior  to  the  lat  Jnlj, 

1820,  read  13} 

read  a  seciKid  time  -  '  •  •  -  -  lU 
discussion  of  the  bill  ....  t6l 
recommitted  to  the  same  -  -  •  •  VS3 
reported  with  amendments  •  -  .  M( 
a^n  committed  to  the  name  •  >  -IN 
reported  with  furdier  amendments  -  .88 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  SK 
returned  from  ^e  House  of  R^treaenta- 

tives  with  amendments,  and  agreed  to  -  3% 
Purdy,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  S 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  S3 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  s 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  -  >  -  143 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed         -  -lie 

Q- 

Quorum,  interdiaDge  of  meaeagca  eoneniag 

the  formation  of  a       •      -      •      -  II 

R. 

Read,  Charlotte,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  prcwented  the  p^ 

tition     referred  ...       .      .  ST 
the  committee  discharged        -      •      -  3?) 
Recruiting  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  ef  Rep- 
resentatives to  suspend  the,  for  a  liaaiied 
time,  twice  read,  and  referred        -      -  340 
reported  without  amendmeol     -  3M 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  388 
laid  on  the  table  -       .      .  3M 

Reduction  of  Compensation  to  Membora  <tf  C«b< 
grea^  Mr.  Bnrrill  aubmitted  m  rcaolatias 
concerning  .  -  .  .  .  -  ;T 
(See  Compensatim  of  Jfemiers.) 
Restriction  of  Slavery,  Mr.  Sanford  prrseoled  a 
resolution  of  the  LcKisIature  of  New  York 
concerning  the,  read     -  -       .  S 

Mr.  Ticbenor  presented  a  stmiJar  reaolntisB 
of  the  Legislature  of  Termont,  read  -  ^ 
Revolotionary  Army,  Mr.  Mills  preaeoted  the 
memorial  of  sundry  offiears  of  the,  jnj^ 
ing  half  pay  for  life,  referred  -  -  -  iSt 
Revdntionary  Land  Warrants,  a  luU  fiov  the 
House  of  Repreeentativee  extendiflig  dte 
time  for  issuing  and  locating,  twice  read, 
and  referred         ...  .  H 

Revolotionary  War,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of 
Representatives  to  continue  in  tarn  the 
aet  to  provide  for  peiaone  diaablaJ  by 
known  wawids  saoeiTad  io  Um.  read 
tmee,  and  tefeired  -  •  .  .  S» 
reported  without  amendment  •  -  - 
indefinitely  postponed      -      -  -  S» 

Road,  Mr.  Trimble  eommunieatad 
-  of  the  L^islatnre  of  Ohio 
certain,  referred 
Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  reaolatiea  mf 
Legialatun  of  DUnois  coaaemiBs 
•r  the  bat  aamHi  to  lay  oat  a  mtum 
read    -  ■   -      -      -      .      .  - 
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Roidi  and  CiBab,  appointmeat  of  ihe  ■undinf 

oommiUM  oo  SO 

BMDoke  Agricallaral  Society,  Mr.  PiuHnU 
pmenlcd  the  petitioa  of  the,  agunat  an 

increase  of  dutiei  128 

Robb,  Louita  St.  Clair.   (See  DiU,  EHza.) 
Robert*,  Jonathan,  of  PaansylTMia,  attended  -  9 
remarita  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Commo- 
dore Tucker  266 

■peech  of,  eo  the  Bankrupt  bill  •      •      -  890 
remarks  of,  on  the  rejection  hj  the  Hooae 
of  the  Missouri  reeolutiona   -  358 
Roberts,  Dr.  John  G.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky 

presented  the  peUtion  of,  refcrred  -      -  888 
the  committee  discha^^        ...  399 

RodrigQex,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep-' 
resentatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred   840 

reported  without  amendment   -  868 

wdercd  to  a  third  reading        -      .      -  388 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •      -  399 

Bngflea,  Beimoitfl,  of  Ohio,  stteoded     -      -  9 

•peech  of;  on  the  Worthington  College      -  138 

rcma  As  of,  en  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal  •  186 
on  the  bill  eoneening  Tiiginia  militaiy  land 

warrants  347 
iba  oredentiah  of,  for  another  tenn,  rcoeived 

ud  filed   399 

Byland,  Bav.  Williani,  sloetion  of  as  G^phin 

to  the  Senate   18 

S. 

Sale  and  reduction  of  price  of  certain  sections  of 
hod,  Mr.  NoUe  sabmitted  a  resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authori- 

xiog  the  -  121 

agreed  to,  end  referred  to  the  Land  Commit- 
tee  122 

Sands,  Auetin  L.   (See  Steetna,  Ebenezer.) 
Sandoik^,  a  hill  frmn  the  House  of  Represeot- 
atiTcs  eatablidiinf  a  port  <rf  entty  at, 

read  184 

read  a  second  time,  and  refened      •      -  136 
reported  with  an  amendment   -  984 
read  the  thbd  time  and  passed  as  amended  397 
Saoford,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  -      ■  9 
SangaBO  County,  Mr.  Thonae  presented  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of,  praying  the 
liglrt  of  pre-cmptieB  in  certain  cases,  re< 
ferred  185 

Savannah  Poor  Honia  and  Hoqntal.  Mr.  Elliot 

preeented  the  memorial  of  the      -      -  133 
Scottt  Cluissa,  Mr.  Holmes  of  Mississif^i,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred      •      -  21 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of,  read  863 

Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  R^nresenUtives,  a  bill  to  continue  in 
force  Ute  act  filing  the  compensation  of 

the,  read  878 

read  a  second  time  ....  -  383 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  397 
Seminole  Campaign,  a  biU  for  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers, Ac.,  engaged  in  the  late,  read  -  86 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  87 
reported  with  an  amendment  ■  -  •  38 
ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading  -  117 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      •      -  ISO 
16th  CoH.  3d  Sg88.— 59 


Pagt. 

Senate^  meeting  of  the  seoond  aeesion  o(  16tii 

Congress  9 

Uv  adjournment  of  the     -  -      -  4O8 

Settlers  on  the  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Thomas  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Missouri  praying  right 
of  pre-emption  to  the,  referred       -      .  139 

the  committee  recommend  its  rejectMn      -  184 

Mr>  Jdmson,  of  Louisiana,  anbmitled  a  taa- 
ohlUim  on  the  sobject  of       •      •      •  387 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  Land  Omnnit- 
tat  888 

Seward,  Daniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  (^Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  -  143 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -  148 
that  committee  discharged,  and  iribrred  to 

Land  Committee  -      ...      -  190 
reported  by  the  same  without  ameodmeut  -  360 
Shackerly,  Harriet,  %ni  others,  Mr.  Sanfonl 

presented  the  petidon  of,  rafismd  •      -  348 
the  oommittae  dMchargsd ....  388 
Sfaaombtirg,  Bartholooew,  Mr.  Trimble  presonl- 

ed  the  memorial  of,  lefenrad  -      -      .  S4L 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .      -      -      -  883 
read,  and  concurred  in     •      -      -      -  308 
Shawnoetown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Ae  register  and  receiver  at, 
praying  compensation  for  extra  services, 

referred  116 

read,  and  oonenred  in     -      -      -      -  M9 
a  Mil  to  anthoriie  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  remit  the  instal- 
ment due  on  certain  lots  in,  read  -      -  361 
read  a  second  time   .....  866 

laid  on  the  table  396 

Shields,  Thomas,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  pre- 

■eoted  the  petition  of,  refarred      -      •  S8 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  also  presented 

a  petition  of,  referred  to  same       -      '.  136 
a  bill  anthorinng  pqrment  of  a  lum  of  mo- 
ney to,  read  133 

read  a  second  time  -  186 

laid  on  the  table  143 

Shields,  Thomas,  and  others,  a  bill  concerning, 

read  S18 

read  a  second  time  -      -      -      -      .  388 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  861 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -  863 
Sholea,  Abel,  Mr.  Lanman  pcaaanled  tlw  peti- 
tion of,  referred    -      .      -      -      .  344 
Sharbom,  Job,  Mr.  Chandler  preaeDtod  tha  p*> 

Ution  of,  reforrad  341 

the  committee  diedtargcd-  -      -  889 

Sfaate,  John.    (See  Hardily,  John,  4r  GUes.) 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 

the  388 

Bizer,  William,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition 

of,  refistred  368 

Slocom,  John,  Hr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 
tion at,  refisned  143 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -      -      .      -  306 
read,  and  eoncarred  in     -      -      -      -  377 
Slocnmb,  Jesse,  a  message  from  the  Honse  of 
Representatives  announcing  the  death  of, 
and  the  usual  resolution  Uiereupon       -  137 
Sloo,  Thomas.    (Bee  SAawned&tan.) 
Smith,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended   -  9 
remarlM     on  the  Misaoari  reiKrialion      31,  83 
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Soitbi  Wm.,  of  8.  CanliD* — eontinned.  Pigo. 
on  Mr.  Wilaon'i  nbititatB  to  Mr.  Eatoo't 

provUo  44 
on  the  third  rading  of  the  rMolution  46 
■paecb  oi,  on  ths  nme    -      -  -  61 

ramarki  of,  on  ttw  bill  for  relief  of  Commo- 

don  Tucker  266 

OB  the  reiolation  from  the  Hotue  of  Rejne- 
WDteliTee,  for  a  joiot  eommitlee  on  the 
queetion  of  edmittinf  Mieeoui      -      -  381 
Qwech  at  on  the  report  in  the  cue  of  Met- 
thow  Lyon  -      -      -      .      .  406 

Snitfi,  Wm.  J.,  Mr.  Smith  preeentcd  the  petition 

of,  referred   -  182 
tn  idTMie  report  thereon  •      .      .      .  249 
md  ud  conearrad  in     ....  350 
SnodgroMk  John.    (See  Whitney,  Join  JL) 
Bovtherd,  SmdvcI  L.,  aDpoiated  a  Senntor  hj 
the  LegiaUtare  of  New  Jertej,  in  piece  of 
J.  J.  Wilton,  produced  hia  credentiala   -  860 
hia  credenliala  read  and  filed    -  376 
Spain,  a  Meaaage  from  the  Preaident,  communi- 

eating  the  ratified  treatj  with,  referred  •  376 
a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  RepreaentatiTea  to 
carry  into  cfleet  the  treaty  with,  read  three 

tiom,  and  paaaed  401 

Spaniah  Spoliationa,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johneon, 
of  Loniaiana,  the  Meaaage  of  the  but  eea- 
aion,  relating  to,  ordered  to  be  printed    -  330 
S^ikM,  Thomaa.    (See  Beck,  PauL"] 
Speeifie  Pay  to  Officera  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Wilaon 
■ohmitted  a  reaolntion  to  inqoira  into  the 
expedienqr  of  providinf  for  a,  inroad  of 
pay  and  rationa    •      -      .      .      .  S6 
apeed  to  and  leforrod  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee  40 

Standing  Committeea,  appointment  of  the  -  20 
Stalk,  HoratiOf  Mr.  Holmea  of  Miaaiaaippi  pre- 

eented  the  petition  of,  referred  -  -  12S 
adTcrae  report  thereon  136 

read  and  agreed  to  128 

SleTena,  Ebanewr,  and  Aoatin  L.  Sands,  Mr. 
King  of  New  York  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred    •      -      ...  33 
a  hill  forthe  talief  o^  ivad      -      .      .  M 

read  a  aeeond  time  27 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  30 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -      -      -  35 
Stokea,  MonnUbrd,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  0 
Stuart*  Joaeph  B.,  Mr.  Ticheoor  presented  the 

petition  of;  referred      -      .      .      .  359 
the  committee  discharged      .      -      .  400 
Swartwont,  Robert,  Mr.  Sanford  preaented  the 

iwtition  of;  referred  -  -  -  -139 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  read  -  186 
read  a  second  time  -  -  .  .  .  189 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  388 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
St.  Guirona,  P.  P.,  and  others,  Mr.  Walker  of 
Alabama  preaented  the  petition  o^  le- 

tered  147 

an  advene  report  thereon  •      -      -      .  343 
read  and  concurred  in     -      -      -      -  848 
T. 

Talbot,  Isham,  appointed  Senator  by  the  L^fia. 
latnre  of  Kentucky,  in  puce  of  Mr. 
Logan,  resigned,  nodDced  hia  oeden- 

tiala,&c.  94 

i^eadt  of,  in  the  caaa  of  Matthew  Lyoaa  -  418 


Tandy,  Willie,  Mr.  Johnaon  of  Keata^jn.  Pip. 
vented  the  petition  o(  referred  to  (ha  Coa- 
mittee  on  Pearions  -     -    -  IH 

the  committee  discharged  -  -    •  SK 

Tanner,  Henty  6.,  Mr.  Lowiie  prewalcd  tbe 

petition  ot,  refeired      -  •    ■  Ht 

Tariff,  Mr.  Hirfmee  of  Maine  preaeatcd  ■  bh- 
morial  of  snndry  merchants,  nmnM- 
ing  against  the  proposed,  irietred  •    •  11 
tbe  Preaident  commanicated  a■imiluB^ 
morial  from  merchants  of  Ptuladelplui  -  14 
Taylor,  William,  of  Indiana,  attended    •    -  t 
Taylor,  Jtdin  W.*  a  meange  from  the  How  of 
Ra|HreaentatiTCe,  annooncing  thor  elec- 
tion of,  as  Speaker  of  aaid  Hoiw  •    -  11 
Thames,  Rivet,  Connecticut,  Mi.  LunnuMb- 
mitted  a  reaolntion  of  inqaiiy  u  t«  ob- 
etruction  in  the  navigation  of  tha  -    •  Ul 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  N*nl  Con- 

mittee  -      -  IS 

certain  depoaitiona  concerning  the,  lefentd 

to  the  aame  -      -  ...  IS 

that  committee  diachatgcd,  and  the  labject 
referred  to  the  Finance  CamiaittH    •  M 
Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  (rf  ininms,  attended    •    •  * 
apeedtof,  ontha  UUfbr  the  rdief  ef  pu- 
diaaerB,&c  -■  -     .    -    •  llf 

Threlkeld,  John,  and  Joaeph  Brot^  Mr.  Eff 
aey  preaented  the  petition     lefentd  • 
TiehenOT,  laaae,  of  Tennont,  attended    ■    ■  > 
remarks  oS,  on  the  Military  Peace  Eildilidk- 
ment    -      -      •      .     .     .    •  » 
TimberIake,John  B.,  Mr.  Barbomprcsealeltbi 

pedtion  o^  referred      -      ■     •    -  « 
that  committee  discharged,  and  the  Nml 

Committee  anhatituted  -  -   ■  *■ 

the  latter  diacharged  alao  -  .  ■  •  «) 
Todd,  Thomaa  W.,  Mr.  Pleaaants  jnmm 

tbe  petition  of,  referred  -      '     '    '  w 
advene  report  thereon  .     .  - 

Tompkins,  Daniel.!).,  declared  duly  eleeled  Vice 
President  of  tbe  United  Sutea     -  - 
Tonnage  Doty,  a  bill  fixim  the  House  of 

aantativea  to  reteasa  French  Aif  ^ 
the  operationa  of  tlieact  toimpowKMV' 
twice  read,  and  refi»red       -     *    *  « 
reported  with  ameadmenta      •     '  j.'  S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  u  uneiiHd  V 
Topographical  Engineers,  Mr.  Trimble  fubmil- 
ted  two  resolutions  of  inquiry  intodieu- 
pediency  of  employing  the,  in  thennfl 
of  certain  roada  and  canals    -  ^ 
agreed  to,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Wir  H' 

Trading  Uouaea,  a  bill  to  continue  in  foiet  tbe 

act  eatabliahing,  with  the  Indian  trikt^  ^ 

wad  ; 

read  a  second  time   -  *     '    '  11! 

laid  on  the  uble      -      -      -     '  ' 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  nading  •  * 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed 
Treaaury  Department,  annual  rqwrt  of iheSt' 

cretary  of  the      -      -      -     •    '  ^ 
sundry  statements  from  the      -     -  ' 
Treaanry,  War,  and  Navy  DepartmeoU,  ■ 

frnn  the  Houae  of  Repreaentalim.n^ 


thar  to  amend  the  aercnU  acta  catilfidu* 


the,  read 
read  a  second  time  - 
lud  on  the  tdde 
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Trimblv,  Win.  A.,  of  Ohio,  attended       -      •  9 
rem  wks  of,  on  Mr.  Ea  ton'i  unandmml  to  the 

Minouri  reaolation       -       -    ,  -       -  101 

OQ  the  resolution  itself     -       -       -       -  118 

on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Ouai)     -      .      -  144 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Otia  -      -      -  .     -      -  146 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Walker  -  -  -  -  166 
on  the  bill  conceraiog  Virginia  military  land 

warrantt   847 

on  the  Military  Peace  EBtabliahmrat  -  -  886 
Tucker,  Samuel,  Mr.  Holmea  of  Maine  prewnted 

the  peUtion  of,  referred        -      -      -  121 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read      -       -       -       -  178 

read  a  second  time   ■  1S4 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  267 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  368 
returned  from  the  Hoase  of  RepreientatiTea 

with  an  amendment     -      .      -      .  887 

considered  and  agreed  to  -      •      •      •  376 

II. 

Uniform  System  of  Bankraptcy,  a  bill  to  eatab- 

lidi  a,  read  •      •      -      •      -      -  137 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -  149 
reported  without  amendment   -      -      -  164 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  Mr.  Horsey  pre- 
sented the  petition  of    -      -      -      -  287 
(See  Diatriet  Banks.) 
Unlading  of  Vessels,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  Jbr 

the,  read  269 

read  a  second  time  •      -      -      -      •  S64 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      -      -  891 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  .      -      -  898 
Unproductive  Poet  Rontea.  report  o(  from  the 

Pofltmaeter  General  -  369 

V. 

Taeeine  Agent,  Mr.  Honey  presented  a  commu- 
nication from  the  350 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  rejection  by  the  Hoose 
o£  Repreientatifea  of  the  Missouri  reso- 
lution  S61, 364 

VuDghan,  William,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  preeented  the 

petition  of,  referred       -  269 
(See  Ormiry,  Xteutaaonf.) 
ViUere,  Jacques,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lonidana  pre' 

sen  ted  the  petition  of,  referred      -      -  28 
an  adfCTBe  petition  thereon      -  248 
read,  and  concurred  in      -       -       '       -  266 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  extend 
die  time  for  locating,  read     -  143 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referretl      -      •  147 
reported  without  amendment    -      -      -  S87 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       -  S47 
read  the  tlurd  lime,  and  passed  -      •      -  349 
W. 


Walker,  John,  of  Alabama,  attended 

remarks  o(  mi  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  fbr  relief  of  parolui' 

sere,  Ac.      .      -      -      .  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  rejection  by  the  House 

of  the  Missouri  resolution 
Walker,  Freeman,  of  Georgia,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  reieetion  of  the  Missouri 

resolution  by  the  House  of  Rcpreseuta 

tires 

on  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  - 


9 
164 

222 

364 

19 


85S 
366 


Page. 

War  Department,  a  statement  by  tiie  Second 
Comptrotter  of  expenditures  snd  balances 
of  appropriations  in  the  -  267 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  a  list  of 
clerks  employed  in  the  -  306 
Washington,  a  bill  authoriung  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain grounds  in, read  -       -       -  190 
read  a  second  time   •      -      -      -      -  811 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      .      .  S60 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •      .      -  368 
Waterhouae,  Richard  G.,  Mr.  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee presented  the  petition  of,  referred  18S 
the  committee  reported  a  tetter  from  the 
Secretaiy  of  War  on  the  case,  and  were 
discharged    -  161 
Webster,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^re- 

sentatives  for  relief  of,  read   -  860 
read  a  second  time,  and  refarr^      -      -  363 
reported  without  amendment   -  878 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -      -  897 
Weights  and  Measures,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  toansmitttng  his  report  up* 
on,  read,  and  six  hundred  copies  ordered 
to  be  printed        -  376 
Weymouth,  Dean,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the 

petition  of,  reEMTTed  -      -      -  143 

an  adverse  report  thereon  .  .  -  •  888 
report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered  -  -  347 
a  bill  allowing  a  pensiou  to,  read  -  -  366 
read  a  second  time  -  870 

laid  on  the  Ubie  898 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  the  President  cnnmnnieatod 

the  memorial  of,  referred  24 
the  committee  recommend  rejection  -      -  186 
report  considered,  and  concurred  in  -      -  140 
Wheeling  Road,  a  Message  from  the  President 
transmitting  a  copj^  uf  the  instructions 
given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the       -  368 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion to  appoint  Commissionen,  Ac,  read  867 
read  a  second  time                -      -      -  380 
ordered  tu  a  third  reading        -      -      -  396 
read  the.  third  time,  and  passed  -  897 
While,  Lemuel,  Mr.  Knight  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  348 

committee  discharged  ....  889 
Whitehead,  WiDiam,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  pe- 

tition  0^  referred  .  .  -  -  .  241 
adverse  report  thereon  -  -  .  .  800 
report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered  -  -  834 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Aabin,  James 

Graham,  and,  read       ....  348 
read  a  second  time  -----  848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      -      -  394 
Whitney,  John  M.,  and  J<An  Snodgrass,  Mr. 
Holmes  of  Miasisaippi  presented  tlM  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -----  60 
Williams,  Thomas,  of  Missisdppi,  attended  9 
Williams,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended  -  9 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolntion  to  extend  the 
laws  of  the  United  Sutes  over  the  State 

of  Missouri  187 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishment     -----    304, 866 
Williams,  James.   (See  Goodingt  John.) 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenUtivea  to  amend  the'  act  for  relief 
of  dw  legal  repiefentaUvea  of,  road     -  80 
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Willis,  Heniy— coDtifla«d.  P«ge. 
rnd  t  aecond  time,  and  nferred  -  36 
reported  wUttont  ameadmeat  -  -  -  61 
recommitted  -  1S6 
i^iNrted  with  ameodinenta,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  1S7 

read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  ai  amended  IM 
"VTOaoD,  J.     of  New  Jenejr,  attended    -      •  9 
remariu  of,  on  hia  reaolatiooe  mpeetiog 

£le(A»al  votea  117 

a  letter  &om,  reaigoing  hia  eeat  in  the  Sen* 

ate  U6 

Windham,  Connecticat,  Mr.  Lanman  presanted 
the  memorial  of  aondrj  inhabitanta  of, 
praying  for  a  poet  route       .      -      .  3W 
Wing,  Mosea,  Mr.  Cnandler  praiented  tha  peti- 
tion of,  referred    .      .      -      .      -  M 
adrerae  report  thereon     -      -      -      -  l&O 
indefinitely  poatpooed      ....  1M 
Wolcott  &  Kilbonm,  and  others,  Mr.  Dana  pre* 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred      -      -  386 
Worth  in  |ton  College.  (See  CAoM,  Philander.') 
Write  ef  Errw,  Mr.  Pinkney  sabmitted  a  raw- 
hitiaa  iaatnetiiMi  the  indieiaty  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of 
amending  the  law  ao  aa  to  adlharixe  the 
proeecntion  of,  in  criminal  enaea    •      -  90 
eon^dered,  and  agreed  10  •      ...  1|7 
the  committee  report  that  it  ia  inezpediuil  806 

Y. 

Taaa  and  Nays,  on  Mr.  Eaton's  proviso  to  the 

Hiaaoori  reeolatbn  4fi 
on  recommitting  the  resolution -.  -  -  116 
•n  ordering  the  aame  to  a  third  reading  -  116 
on  the  Compenaation  reaolntion  -  •  ISA 
on  amending  the  Inll  to  incorporate  the  Co- 
lombian Soeie^  .....  149 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Ohio  and 

Erie  Canal  bUl  156 

on  indefinite  poelponement  of  tlie  caae  of 
Matthew  Lyon  113 


Teas  and  Mays — continued. 

on  disebarging  the  eonsuttte  on  iht  C«b- 

penaation  lesolution  •     -    •  IN 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  Bsokn^kill  ttl 
on  amending  the  bill  fbr  relief  sTpaRht. 

iera  of  public  lande  -  •  ■  ■  m 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  tlurd  mdiaf  .  VA 
on  recommittiog  the  Bankrept  bin  -  -in 
on  amending  the  same  -  •  W,3U,319 
on  ordering  it  to  a  third  retding  -  •  3ti 
on  laying  on  the  table  the  report  tats 

Compenaation  reeolotion  .    •  3ST 

on  ameadiog  the  Bank  bill  -  •  ■  3U 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  •  Kg 
on  the  final  paasage  of  tin  Bntantia  -  U 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  mmmi 

reeolntion  •      .     ...  HA 

on  amotiontoatiikeoattheprariisihcBsf  W 
on  the  third  reading  of  tha  aama  •  •  W 
on  striking  oat  tbea^^HNpriatioBfaiJadp 

Advocate  General        -  •    ■  n 

on  amending  the  same,  on  notiM  of  Hr- 

Smith  m.K 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  biB  confiriMi 

thegmnttotheMar^DbdaHaiMwAMit  ^ 
on  amending  the  bill  concemiog  tndiBg- 

houaet  with  the  Indian  uibei  ■  VI 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Msiion  Boaft 

bUl  « 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  lesoialiaa  tm 

the  BoQse  of  RepresentatiTCS  Is  iWl 

Misaouri  conditionally  •  .  .  •  M 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  ■  ^ 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  fiir  nliif  af 

til*  family  of  the  lata  CommadM  trnj  S. 
on  amending  the  IhU  from  the  House  if  1^ 

resentaUTes  concerning  aalariea  U  e» 

mtssionera  and  agents,  voder  AtTMV 

ofGheni  * 

on  insisting  on  their  amendnoBts  n  it 

MUiury  Serriee  biU  -  .  ■  •  W 
on  rece^g  fram  said  amtadaaati  - 


m 


HOUSE  OF  RBPRE8SNTATIVES  AND  APPENDIX. 


A. 

Abbott,  Joe!,  of  Georgia*  attended  •  •  -  434 
Abnaes  in  Public  Contracts,  a  bill  to  prevent, 

twice  read  1178 

Accounts,  appointment  of  standing  committee  of  439 
Aetna!  Seltieis,  Mr.  Cook  aubmitled  a  reaolntion 
concerning,  whl^  waa  conaidered  and 
negatived  468 
Adams,  Benjamin,  of  Maasachnsetta,  attended  -  433 
a  letter  fiom,  to  the  editors  of  Uie  National 
Intelltgeneer,  in  explanation  of  hi*  re- 
marks, note  1336 

Adams,  John  Q.,  Secretary  of  State,  his  corres. 
pondence  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade 
with  Don  Luis  de  Onis  -  1313 
eorraipondence  of,  with  Mr.  Rush,  our  Min* 

later  at  London,  and  Mr.  Gallatin      -  18W 
with  Mr.  Stratlbrd  Canning     -  -  1897 

with  Mr.  Foi^,  our  Minbter  at  Uadiid  -  1868 


Additions  to  Georgetown,  a  biU  to  repeal  putif 
an  act  of  the  SUte  of  Maryland,  vom  a 
force  in  the  District  of  Cotwabsa,  niM" 


to  an,  read  twice,  and  referred 


Afncan  Slave  Trade.  Mr.  Mercer  sabniOed  t 
reeolntion  on  the  eabject  of  the 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appuakd  n 

preaent  it  to  the  fteridwit    -  ■ 
a  Meaaage,  tranamittuic  tha  report  if  w  . 

Secretary  of  State,  in  reply  •     •    '  ' 
iuother  Message,  with  documenti  M'*',^ 
in  the  first    -      -       -      •     '  ^f, 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  -    '  [  * 
the  resolutbn  reported  by  tiiat  eomaiUK  - ' 
Mr.  Meigs  submitted  a  raaolatiai  »  * . 
sn^ect  of  the      •      .      .     •  ' 
(See  abo  Big^trmaim  of  file  Sim 
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Afncjr  t4  Ihfl  TreAorer  of  the  United  8tat««, 
for  the  Wmr  and  Navy  Departmanti,  Mr. 
Trimbla  aabmitted  «  motation,  direetioy 
Um  Seeretvy  ^  the  Tnuaiy  to  iafoim 
the  Hotwe  when  and  why  the,  wm  firet 

gf  taUUked,  ftc  7S7 

CMiidend,  ud  agreed  to  -  ...  798 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  -  -  -  068 
Agent  under  the  Trea^  of  Ghent,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Storrs,  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  Uie  State  Department  srere  in- 
itrncted  to  inquire  whether  any  moneys 
had  bem  diibaraad  on  acooant  «r  aalary 
or  cmnpenaatiMi  to  as  •  -      •  702 

AgrieDltiire,  appoiatment  of  the  atanding  cobb- 

BBiUea  on  439 

Alabama,  a  UU  ftom  tha  Senato  to  altar  the 
terma  of  the  diatiict  ftr,  twice  vaad,  and 

leftrred  446 

reported  without  ameadment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed   -  446 
a  UU  granting  certain  islanda  in  tbo  Teit- 
nesaee  river  to,  twice  read     -      -      .  968 
Alabama  and  Miasiaai^pi,  a  tnll  from  the  Senate 

coneeming,  twice  read  ....  1264 
Alexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  attended   -      -  433 
Alien,  Samuel      of  MaaaacbaaetUf  attended   -  483 
Allen,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  attended       ■  433 
Allen,  Robert,  of  Tenneane,  attended      •      -  448 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  porchaeera 
of  pabUc  lands      -      -      ■      -1187,  1331 
Allen,  NaUianiel,  a  bill  fittnt  die  Senate  to  pass 
to  hie  credit  eeztaln  moneya  dialmreedby, 
for  the  poblte  aarrioa,  twiee  read       •  1S48 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -  1863 
Amendttent  of  the  Journal,  ^  discuaaion  on  die 
motion  for,  aa  to  the  style  need  in  enter- 
ing "Missouri"  848 

the  motion  declared  to  be  out  of  order      -  846 
another  motion  for,  icjeetod      -      -      -  850 
Amendment  of  the  Rales,  Mr.  Rich  submitted 

an,  read  607 

cmeidered,  and  agreed  te  -  -      -  641 

American  and  British  Tonnage,  Mr.  Tucker  aub- 

mitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  coneeming  679 
agreed  to,  and  reftrred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  682 

a  letter  from  that  officer  in  nplj  -  -  698 
American  Captifae,  a  biH  auf^lamentary  to  die 

act  relating  to  the  ruieom  o^  twiee  read  989 
American  Seamen  registered,  a  letter  from  ^ 

Secretary  (tf  8tat«  tranamltting  a  liat  of  806 
Anderaon,  Richard  0.,  of  Kentncky,  attended  -  484 
remarka  o!,  en  the  bill  allowing  diraa  per 

ccnL  on  lands  sold,  dec.  -  -  .  •  462 
OB  Mr.  Strong's  resolution  -  499 
on  die  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  607 
on  his  own  motion  fat  qipofdonmcnt  of 

R^eeeatatiTea  608 

on  the  motion  to  amend  the  Joamal  •      •  848 
on  Mr.  Parker'a  motim  to  tba  aane  s^et  •  860 
AndereoB,  8.  T., «  bill  fcr  leliof  of,  twice  rMd  988 
Anderson  n.  Dunn,  report  of  the  attorneya  in  the 

init  of  1385 

Apporttenment  of  Representatives,  Mr.  Ander- 
son submitted  a  resolution,  ftr  a  eomniil- 
tee  to  inquire  into  the  aipedienoy  of  pro- 
viding by  law  fbr  an     -  -      -  698 
ngieed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed      -  700 
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Approiniations  tm  the  service  of  the  year  1821, 
estimates  o^  from  die  Secretary  of  die 

Treasnty  687 

Ardier,  Stevanaon,  of  Maryland,  attended      •  438 

remarita  of,  on  the  motion  to  amend  the 
Journal  -  8KB 

on  resolution  to  receive  the  vote  of  MtsaOtttt  1186 
Archer,  William  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended        -  488 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution  -      -  bSO 

on  his  reaolotion  concerning  the  operation 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  Suies  vrithin 
Missouri      ......  736 

ramaiks  of,  on  the  motion  to  amend  the 
Journal       ......  849 

speech  of,  on  the  reeolution  to  receive  the 
votes  of  Missouri  .....  11B8 
Arkansas,  Mr.  Batee  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of,  praying  the  appoint- 
ment of  surveyors  for,  referred      -      .  4iS 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  •      •  448 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legidatore  io  relation  to  pro^mptlon 
rights,  reftrred     -      .      -      ■      -  443 

a  bilt  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain settleia  in,  twice  read    -      -      .  980 

a  bill  to  remove  the  land  office  in  Lawrence 
county,  twice  read       ....  9mr 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -  987 
Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Simkins,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  report  a  statement 
of  the  expenaee  of  the,  from  the  end  of 
the  war  to  the  present  time  ...  SOI 

repmrt  £ram  the  Secretary  of  War  of  a  plui 
fat  the  reduction  of  the  ....  607 

another  report  from  the  same,  on  the  organ- 
ixation  of  the       .....  094 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Oan>- 
Una,  the  Military  Committee  were,  in- 
strueted  to  inqaire  into  the  ezpedieney  Ol 
aflowiog  to  the  officers  the,  a  atated 
ealaiy  in  lieu  of  pay,  dec      ...  997 

a  bill  to  that  effiiet,  reported    -  -  1808 

twice  read,  and  referred   -      •      ...  lOST 

reported  with  amendments       ...  1178 

oraered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1186 

read  the  time,  and  pasaed ....  1199 
Avedonecn,  memorial  of  tb^  of  New  Toifc    >  ISH 

B. 

Baker,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  attended      -      -  488 
Balances  on  the  books  of  the  Second  uid  Third 
Auditors,  a  letter  from  the  Comptniller 

tranamitting  a  list  of    -      -      -  .    -  481 
another,  vrith  the  same  on  dw  bo<^  of  the 

Fourth  Auditor   607 

Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry concerning  the  ...  .  718 
agreed  to,  and  lefimed  to  the  Comptroller  -  881 
Baldwin,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  •  488 
remaifca  o^  on  the  anti-tariff  menoriris  •  678 
on  receiving  bank  notee  in  payment  of  dfr 

ties   806 

on  the  resolutions  to  prohibit  certain  impearta  709 

on  the  moti<m  to  amend  the  Journal  -      •  848 

on  Mr.  Clay's  Soath  America  resotntion  -  848 
Ball,  William  Lee,  of  Virginia,  attended  .  .436 
Baltimore,  a  biU  ftr  roHef  of  anndry  oitiuna  o( 

twieeraad   868 

read  a  third  time,  and  reoommitCad  -      .  698 
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Buk  the  Unitad  States,  od  motMo  uf  Mr. 
StMH,  the  Secntuy  of  the  Tmnaijr  wu 
directed  to  report  the  leteit  retanie  mede 

by  the  SOS 

letter  from  the  Secretary  in  ref^y      -      -  655 
Mr.  Sergeant  preseated  a  memorial  of  the, 
praying  ao  amendment  of  tbeir  charter, 

referred  640 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  charter 

of  the,  twice  read  1198 

emy  of  the  memoria]  and  accompanying 
docamenta  1634 
Bank  Notee,  in  payment  of  datiea,  Mr.  Lowndee 
eobnutted  a  resolution  inHtrnctiog  the 
Committee  of  WsjB  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  proTidiog  by  law 
that  no,  of  banks  issoing  notes  of  a  lower 
denomination  than  five  dgllan  be  taken  693 
the  resoUtion  amended,  and  agreed  to      -  697 
Barimw,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -      •  '438 
■peach  of,  on  the  Miiaoari  reaolntion  -      -  643 
remaps  of,  on  the  mottoa  to  amend  the 

Joomal  860 

Barry,  Edward,  Mr.  Sergeant  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -  901 
Bartlett,  William,  and  John  Steams,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read  -  1084 
Bateman,  Ephraim,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -  483 
Batea,  luam  W.,  delegate  from  Aikanaaa,  at- 

tuided  484 

Bi^jt  Thraiaa,  of  Ma^land,  attended    •      •  487 
Baveia  of  Electoral  Votes,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
RiU,  the  Comn^ittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  provision  for  compen- 

aatingthe    -  701 

report  of  inexpediency  to  increase  the  allow- 

•nee  to  784 

B«eeh«r,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  attended      •      •  484 
i«narka  of,  on  his  motion  to  print  three  thou- 
sand copiea  of  the  Tariff  bill  -      -      -  864 
Benat,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of  the  legal  representatives  of       •      -  713 
twice  read  and  referred    ...      -  716 
nputed  with  amendments       ...  857 
Black  Sea,  Mr.  Fuller  submitted  a  reeolotion  te- 

epecting  the  enameice  of  the        -  -     ■  fiOO 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce   ------  fiOl 

Blackledge,  W.  6.,  of  North  Carolina,  elected 
in  the  place  of  Jesse  Sloeumb,  deceased, 
prodacfld  bis  credentials,  dec.       -      -  1066 
Bhikeley,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the 

Strict  of,  read  twice,  and  reftmd      -  1341 
reported  with  amendments       ...  1346 
BloMofield,  Joseph,  of  New  Jezaay,  attended   -  433 
Bodui,  Andrew,  of  Pennaylvania,  attended      -  617 
Bogert,  Jolm  O.,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion ol^  concurred  in     -      •      -      -  671 
Bomfotd,  Colonel  George.    (See  Loam  of  Potodtr.) 
Botmdaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  to  as- 
certain and  designate  certain       -      -  1241 
BooDtj  Lands,  a  bill  anthorizing  soldiets  in  cer- 
tain eaaee  to  deviaoUMir,  read  twice,  and 
oidered  to « third  reading    •  -  671 

read  tlw  third  time,  and  negatived  •  -  672 
Bowie  and  Knrt^  and  otbara,  a  bill  fin-  the  rsUef 

o(  twice  read  713 
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Brady,  Jamee,  a  bill  for  the  relief      twice  read  8H 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        •  -  9M 

read  the  third  time,  and  paascd  -  946 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmont, 
and  agreed  to       -       -       -       -       -  lUC 
Brevard,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  -  434 
speech  of,  on  the  proposed  amendmnt  to 
the  Conetitntion   -----  961 
Bronaon,  Alvin,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in     •      >      •      -  1066 
Brown,  WiUian,  of  Kantncfcy,  attended  -      -  434 
speech  o(  on  the  Army  Irill    -      -      -  919 
on  Mr.  Clay's  Soath  America  reaotutiM  -  1N6 
oo  the  report  of  the  joint  eommiltoe  on  the 

Missouri  reeolotion  -      -      -  llOS 

on  his  own  resolution  to  ^peal  the  eighth 
section  of  the  set  to  authorize  the  p«>ple 
of  Missouri  to  form  a  conaUtotioo,  dec   -  1195 
Blown,  Morgan,  a  l»ll  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of  6« 

twice  read,  and  referred  •      -  HI 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement    -  661 
Brash,  Henry,  of  Ohio,  attended     -  -  43« 

remaAs  of,  on  Mr.  Parker'a  motion  to  amend 

the  Joomal  945 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army   -      -       -  904 
OD  Mr.  Clay's  SonUi  America  resolation    -  lOK 
Bryan,  Heniy      of  Tenoeasee,  attended       -  443 
Buffiim,  Joseph,  of  New  Hampditre,  attended  -  431 
Buntia,  Robert,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -  AN 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .      -       -      -  MM 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed       -       -  1036 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  nmendnents, 
and  agreed  to      -      -      -       -      -  1364 
Burrill,  James,  Jr.,  a  message  from  thaSsMta 

announrjng  the  death  of      -      •      -  €86 
BnrttHi,  H.  O.,  of  North  Can^^  aUended     -  410 
tenutffca  of,  on  the  reaolntioB  reqxcling 

bank  notes  in  payment  of  dntiee    -      -  69T 
speech  of,  on  Uie  Army  bill      -       -      -  9K 
Burwflll,  Wm.  A.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -      -  433 
remarks  o^  on  the  Vaccine  Inslilntian       -  4?S 
the  death  of,  anoooneed  ....  illS 
Busineai,  mletf  adopted  for  the  order  of   -       -  ItH 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Storra,  a  oonuuttee  was 
amnnted  to  inquire  wlut,  is  neoeeaBiy 
to  be  attended  to,  dEC.  •  -       -  IIM 

Bntler,  Josiah,of  New  Hampddre,  attesdad   .  431 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  rea^ntion  to  ad* 
mit  Missouri       .      -      .       .       -  tSE 
Butler,  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  attended    -       -  4M 
rematfca  of,  on  Mr.  Parker's  rcaolnlkw  to 
amend  the  Journal  -       .       -  64( 

C. 

Cadets,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon  tba  Sacretniy 
of  War  was  dinctad  to  lay  before  ihe 
House  certain  infiormation  rehtiBy  ta 

the,  dtc.  "U 

letter,  from  the  Secretary  in  reply     -       -  7fc 
Cain,  Hann',  a  bill  for  relief  o^  twice  read       -  96> 
Campbell,  J.  W.,  of  Ohio,  attended  -       -       -  <3i 
remarka  o^  on  the  three  per  cent,  bill      -  4SS 
on  theieaolntioafiir  app«rtioiim«»  trfB^ 

reoentatives  -  .      .  TT 

on  Mr.  Archer's  Miisoiui  reeolutioa  -      -  "* 
speedi  o(  on  the  Senate  reeolutioa  to  wdmit 
Misioari      ......  Mi 
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Cunpbell,  Rer.  J.  N.,  election  of,  u  Chaplain  •  442 
Caontog,  Mr.  Stratford,  lettar  litMa,  to  toe  Sac* 

retary  of  State  1337 

Cannon,  Newton,  of  Tenneana,  attended      -  434 
remarki  of,  on  his  readution  relating  -  to 

West  Point,  dee  503 

speech  of,  on  redaction  of  the  Amj  -      •  833 
on  the  mode  of  paying  the  officer!  of  the 

•      Army  1181 

Cape  of  Good  Hope*  and  Hanritiaa,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Smiui  of  Maryland  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  admitting  British 
veasela  arriving  from  the,  on  the  same 
terms  as  if  from  a  port  in  Great  Britain  446 
Carroll,  Daniel,  of  Duddington.  (See  Pearton, 
JofQiA.) 

Carver,  Nathaiitel,  and  others,  a  luU  for  relief 

oS,  twice  read      -      .      -      -      .  uso 
Caie,  WalUr,  of  New  York,  attended  -  488 

Gaatine,  a  biU  for  relief  of  caitain  paiaona  who 

imported  gooda  into,  raad  twice  -  1117 

Castlereapi,  Lord,  eorra^odence  o(  with  Mr. 

Hiwh  18SS 

Cathcart,  Jaoies  Leander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
expUnatory  of  an  act  far  the  relief  of, 

lead  969 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  -  -  977 
Canaici,  Enrico,  Mr.  Lowndee  praaented  the  pe* 

tition  of,  referred  467 

Chaplains,  a  reaolation  from  the  Senate  for  ap- 

pdntment  of,  agreed  to  •      -      •      -  488 
Chatotte,  Peter  8.,  a  letter  from,  on  the  coltare 

of  the  vine,  dec,  reforred     -      -      -  901 

report  thereon  1270 

Chili,  Mr.  Weadover  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York, 
tenonstraUng  agalnat  a  pnelamatioB  ia- 
sned  bj  the  Sapreme  Director  of  -      -  976 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State     •      -  1088 
China,  Mr.  Baldwin  laid  before  the  Hooae  aandrr 

doeoments  in  relation  to  the  trade  wilk  1000 
Christmaa  Recess,  Mr.  Baldwin  sofamitted  a  rea- 
olation for  an  a^joanuient  from  twenty- 
second  December  to  the  first  of  January, 

twice  read  679 

the  third  reading  negatived      -  688 
Clagett,  Clifton,  of  New  Hampddre,  attended  -  483 
remarks  o(  on  Mr.  Clay^  SoBtfa  America 

resolalion  1088 

Claims,  appMntment  of  the  atanding  Committee 

of  489 

Mr>  Strong  submitted  a  zeaolotkm  on  the 

anlneet  of,  for  loases  by  war  •  -  -  490 
coniddered  and  negatived  -  -  -  .  S06 
the  committee  of,  discharged  from  all  subjects 

not  reported  on  1384 

Clark,  Robert,  of  New  York,  attended     -      -  483 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  resolution  to  admit 

Missouri  118S 

GlaAsm,  SamueL    (Sea  £Am^  Aiexander.} 
Clay,  Hennr,  of  Kentncky,  a  letter  from,  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Hooae,  resigning  the  Speak- 
erAip,  read  434 
appeared  and  took  bis  seat      -  87S 
remarks  of,  on  bis  resolntion  in  regard  to 

the  South  American  Governments        -  1081 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  objections  alleged    -  1088 


Clay,  Henry^^ntinued.  I^ga. 
remarks  of^  on  his  Missouri  report  •  -  1098 
on  reconsideration  of  the  aul^ect  -  IISO 

in  exjttanation  1149 
on  hu  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Floyd's  resolution 

on  the  Uble  1161 

on  submitting  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the 

Speaker  1394 

Clothing  the  Militia,  the  bill  of  last  session  to 
provide  for,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Can- 
non, reforred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  460 

Cobb,  Thomas  W.,  of  Georgia,  aUended  •      -  484 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Linn's  compeneatkm 
resolution     ......  444 

on  tus  resolotba  for  redaction  of  ezpensei  449 
00  receiving  certun  bank  notes  in  payment 

of  duties  697 

on  the  military  appropriations  -  -  .  71I 
speech  o^  on  the  resolution  for  reduction  of 

•ipendituree  .....  71$ 
remuks  of,  on  the  motion  to  amend  the 

Journal  943 
on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  reaolation   -  1084 
Cocke,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended      -      •  486 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  in  relation  to  the 

expedition  up  the  Missouri   -  478 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble   -  47fi 
remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  710 
on  the  reduction  of  the  army   ...  SOS 
Coflbe,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of, 

read  .969 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  977 

reported  without  amendment   ...  1934 
Columbia,  River,  a  bill  to  auth<xiM  the  occupa- 
tion ot,  dec,  twice  read  ....  945 
Columbian  College,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  in- 

ewpiKate  the,  read  twice  ...  801 
ordered  to  a  tlkUd  reading  ...  -  BS7 
the  Inll  ordered  to  be  minted  -  -  -  666 
read  the  third  time,  and  pnsssd  -  998 

Commerce,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 

mitteaof  489 

so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  reforred 
to  said  emnmittee  .....  446 

.  Cmnmercial  Regulations  of  Foreign  Countries, 
a  tetter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  com- 
municating information  received  at  his 
Department  in  regard  to  *  -  -  -  701 
Compenaation,  Mr.  Eddy  submitted  a  reaolation 
fbr  the  redaction  of  the,  allowed  to  mem- 
bers  448 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  similar  raaolatioas     -  44i 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Military  Est^didi- 
ment,  a  tetter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  statement  of  the        -      -      -  795 
Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinus,  attended      -      -  484 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  pay  three  per  cent. 

to  the  Suie  of  Illinois  -  -  -  .  461 
speedi  q(  on  the  Missonri  resolution  •  648 
rcmariu  o^  on  the  motion  to  amend  the 

Journal  846 

on  Mr.  Parker's  motion  to  the  same  effect  646 
on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolntion   -  1068 
Cowan,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  daim 

concurred  in  -      -      -      -      -      -  466 

Crafta,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  .      >  438 

Crawford,  James.    (See  Cattme.") 

Crawford,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  attended      .  -440 
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Ciwk  Nation,  a  Mom  age  from  the  PrMidant  of 
the  Uoitcd  States,  with  copies  of  a  treaty 

with  the   1286 

CrOH  and  Pond  Iilanda,  a  bill  to  aathoriie  the 

erection  of  lighthouaea  on,  twice  read    -  1 178 

readthc  third  time,  and  passed  -      .      .  1318 

letaraed  bom  the  Senate  with  omandneiite  1S73 

considered  and  eoncnmd  ia     -      -      -  1986 

Cnmell,  John,  of  Alabana,  aUended  •  -  434 
Cnrte,  J<^,  a  UU  ibr  nUti  oS,  twiea  read  and 

reftrred   743 

Gnlbreth,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  attended       -  iSi 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion,  to  amend  the 

Joomal   BS6 

on  the  reedation  respecting  redactioB  of 

•ipenditnrea   858 

^leech  of,  on  reeeiTing  the  electoral  votes 
efHiaeotiri  •  -      •      •  '1160 

Colpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -  484 
Comberland  Road,  the  bill  for  the  repaim  of  the, 

read  twice  and  committed     -  794 

Cnehman,  foahna,  of  Maine,  attended            -  439 

speedi  of;  Ml  the  MisBOori  resolution        -  1015 

Cathbert,  John  A.,  of  Qeo^ia,  attended  -      -  67S 

qieedi  o(  mi  the  bill  to  rednee  the  Armj  •  SOS 

D. 

Dane,  Joseph,  of  Maine,  in  place  of  John  Holmes 

resigned,  was  qoalined,  &c.  -  676 
Darlington,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  433 
Pavidson,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  470 
Davis  &  Force,  a  letter  from,  offering  themselves 

as  cudidates  Ibr  the  printing  •  •  1S9S 
Debentares,  on  loaf  sugar,  a  bill  anthoriiing 

eoUeeton  to  pay,  twice  read  -  984 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  I056 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •      -  1068 
Defence  of  Baltimore,  a  bill  for  relief  of  owners  of 
vesaels  sunk  in  the  harbor  for,  read  twice 

and  referred  576 

De  Krafit,  Edward,  a  letter  ftom,  offering  him- 
self as  a  candidate  Ibr  the  prindng        .  lt9S 
De  la  Sonde,  Pierre  Denis,  a  biU  for  relief  of, 

twieeread  800 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  986 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      -      ■  1000 
Denison,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -  437 
Department  of  State,  report  of  the  Committee 

on  expenditores  in  the  -  1S85 
Dealonde,  Rosalie  P.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read  676 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  986 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -      -  1000 
Deatrahaa,  Noel.   (See  MeCartu,  EAoard.) 
Dnrhl,  Jacob  H.,  of  New  York,  attended       -  488 
DiekinaoB,  John  D.,  of  New  ToA,  Voided    •  483 
Dberiininaling  Laws  of  France,  menuntel  of  the 
New  York  Chamber  of  Conmeroek  re- 
monstrating against  the       -      -      •  1638 
INitrict  Attorneys,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  reso- 
lution requesting  the  Preeident  to  famish 
an  account  of  the  compensation  paid  to 
counsel  for  assisting  the,  for  the  last  eight 

years  685 

Dfatriet  Banks,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  exiMid 

the  charter  of  certain,  twiea  md  -      -  13S8 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paMd  •  1346 


ftp 

District  of  Colombia,  appoi^mit  of  thi  ta^ 

ing  Committee  on  the  •  •    ■  M 

e  bill  to  amend  the  act  altering  the  tinci 
for  holding  the  courts  o(  read  tbt  ttdtd 
lime,  and  pasMd  •  .  .  . 
Diatrict  Court  of  Xooi^a,  abiU  to  attMn 
the  clerk  of  the,  to  appuat  a  depntj,  md 
twice  iM 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •    •  ItH 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed      •    ■  un 
District  Lotteries,  the  report  of  the  eoBmSH 
on  the,  WBsreforredtotbeJodiduyCoa. 
mittee   ...  .     .    .  tn 

their  report  oencnrred  in  and  the  eannllee 
disdiarged  lOS 

District.  Tonnage  of  the  United  States,  ■  iMter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  TnantjUai- 
mttting  a  statement  of  the    •     •    -  M 

Division  of  Sutes  into  diatriete,  Mr.  Bnth  of 
North  Carolina  snbmitled  a  rrsotatbs  Is 
amend  die  Conslitntkn  on  du  iilgMt 

ofa  Ui 

(See  EUattn  ef  Praiieni  ontf  Fice  iV» 
idmt.) 

Dockery,  Matthew,  a  bill  for  relief  oi,  twice  retd  89 
Dongherty,  Thomas,  Clerk,  read  to  the  Hooic 
a  letter  from  Honiy  Clay,  ieai|Biii|  Oi 
speakership  •      -      •      ...  IN 
Dowse,  Edward,  reajgnatioB  of;  and  a  mtoiber 

aUended  in  his  ]rface    -      -     ■    •  ttl 
Drawback,  adverse  report  on  the  prtHioB  fer 

abolition  of  tH 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  TVetmij 
with  a  statement  of  the  amount  tf,  » 
merchandiae  exported   .      -     •    ■  W 
Daverge,  BarOelonaw,  a  Nil  for  relief  d^lm 

rwd  M 

ordm«d  lo  a  third  leading  .    ■  M 

read  the  t^  time,  and  passed      •    -  ^ 

£. 

Earle,  Elias,  of  South  CaroKna,  attended     •  ^ 
East  and  West  Ploiida,  a  bill  from  the  Bflui* 
aatborixing  the  President  to  lake  poM*- 
Mm  of        -      .      .      .     .    •  IW 
twice  read,  and  referred    -  .     .  in 

Sddy,Samael,ofRhodeId«nd,  attended-  ■  W 
Edacatim,  Mr.  Cnlbnth  jnesnted  a 

copy  at  report  made  to  the  LegnMn 
of  MarylaiM,  and  eoneorred  ia  bjr  Ail 
body,  asserting  the  right  efthe  oU  Stttn 
to  their  proportionate  sharo  of  the  poUk 
lands  for  purposes  of    -  .    .  lUI 

copy  of  said  report   •       -      '     *     '  '''2 
Edwards,  Henry  W.,  of  Connecticut,  atlenM  -  ^ 
Edwards,  Samuel  of  Pennsylvania,  atModad  •  *^ 
Edwards,  WoldonN..ofNorthCaioliBa,sd«M  « 
remarks  o(  Ml  Mr.  Paifcer'a  motion  la  hmdI 

the  Jonraal  -      •      -  ..MM 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  refining  a  ll>ii' 

reading  to  the  Mimnri  resolntioo  -    - 1'" 
speech  o^  on  the  amended  reM^otioo    *^  „ 

mit  Missouri  

Election  of  President  and  Vice  Prssideit, 

Cook  submitted  a  rewrfntion  cooeenlat  ^ 

the  * 

Electioiia,appointBontortho  staadiBgCMi^ 
tee  01 
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EleeUm  of  PrMident  tad  Tin  Praddeat,  Mr. 
toith'a  propotitioQ  to  tnend  the  CoMti* 
tation  in  regard  to  a  divinon  of  StatM 
iato  diftricU  for  choosing,  yrnn  twice  read  4fi9 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  504 

rejected  on  the  qoeetioQ  of  pamge   -      -  967 
Elliott  A  Irvine,  a  letter  froin,  offering  them- 

MiTee  KB  candidatea  for  the  printing      -  1292 
Elmslie,  Aleiuider,  and  Samuel  Clarkson,  a  btU 

for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    -  93S 
Enrolled  Bille,  a  reaolution  from  the  Senate  tor 
a^oiotment  of  •  )oint  committe*  on* 

ap«ed  to  438 

Entry  (rfMuehaBdia^  the  bill  of  U«t  aMRon  fat- 
ther  to  regulate  the,  &&,  read  twin  md 
referred  4S5 
reported  with  amendment*  ...  670 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  960 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed  -  977 
returned  from  the   Seaato  with  amend- 

mcnta  1263 

Erie  Harbor,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert  Moore 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  were  in- 
•traeted  to  ioqnira  into  the  expediency 
ofproridiogl^kwAn  the  raraoTal  atoo' 
Biraelioa  to  nangalion  in  the  entrance  of  1008 
Enring,  Mt<,  Miniiter  at  Madrid,  extracte  of  let- 
ten  fkem      ......  ISSO 

Eostii,  William,  of  Maawehnaette,  elected  in  ^aco 
of  Edward  Dome,  reaigncd,  wae  qoali. 

fied,  dec.   434 

epeech  of,  on  the  Mieaonri  reatriation  -      -  68S 

remarke  of,  on  the  military  api»(^riatione  71 1 

on  hia  Misaoari  reaolution  -  943 

fzaninalLon  of  Bills,  Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend 
the  staadiDg  rules  by  adding  a  committee 
for  the,  before  they  go  out  of  the  poMoa- 
aion  of  the  Honaa  •  t    -      .      -      -  442 
tho  motion  uegatiTed      ....  444 

Ezeention  of  Fweeia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  . 
tha  Judiciary  Committee  were  inatmeiM 
to  inquire  wbcthw  any  proniion  law 
i«  neceaaary  to  aeenre  Um  doe  iaraing, 
ftom  conrta  of  the  United  Statee  •      •  1098 

Expedition  op  the  Miaaonri  River.-Mr.  Cocke,  of 
Tenneaeee,  sobmitted  a  resotation  of  in- 
quiry concerning  the  aume  paid  to  Colo- 
nel Jamea  Jobaaon,  on  account  of  trans- 
portation for  tbe,  dec.    -  474 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  476 

a  latter  from  that  ofiear  io  r^y,  referred  to 
a  select  committee      ....  686 

report  of  said  eommUtee  on  the  oontneta 
for  transpOTtation,  &C.  .      -      -      ■  1366 

I  Exponditares,  Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  sabmit- 

I  ted  a  reaotation  instnieting  the  Committee 

of  Ways  snd  Means  to  prepare  and  re- 
port a  list  of  all,  under  their  pri^r  heads, 
with  a  view  to  their  rednctim      •      -  448 

I  Hxpenditore  and  AppUcatiou  of  Moneys,  on  ac- 
eonot  of  the  Navy,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
rotan' of  the  Navy,  with  a  statement  of  800 

'Exports  to  roreign  Conutriea,  a  letter  from  the 
Seerataiy  of  the  Treaanry  trauimitting 
hii  Mnnil  atatomant  of  -      -      .      -  608 


Page. 

Extra  Pay  to  officera  of  the  Army,  employed  aa 
clerks ;  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mallary,  the 
Military  Committee  were  inetracted  to  in- 
quire whether  there  were  any  eziating 
cases  of,  &e.  --.<■•■  008 

Extra  Services,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nebon  the 
usoal  allpwaneea  were  ordered  to  be  made 
to  the  meaaengan  and  lervanta  of  the 
Honop,  for    -      -      -      .  .   -      .  1368 

P. 

Paeton  and  Trading  Hooaes,  Mr.  Floyd  enbmit. 
ted  a  resohitioa  directing  the  Seerotary  of 
War  to  report  the  nnmber  of,  dte.  -      •  877 
the  reaolntion  negatived   -      -      -      .  985 
Fay,  John,  of  New  York,  attended  -      -      -  4S3 
Fees  of  Clerka,  Attomeya,  &c.,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Case  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory 
vraa  directed  to  lay  before  the  Henee  iti- 
Jtmnalion  eoneemiog   ...      -  466 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnasory 

on  the  aabject  of  -      .      -      -      .  607 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  ebedW 
ence  to  the  reeolntion   -  786 
Field  Service,  Police,  Ac.,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  trsBsmittiog  a  system  of, 
referred        ......  686 

Pinaneea,  a  letter  from  the  Seeretuy  of  the 

Treaamy,  wiUi  a  statemant  of  the  -      .  487 
a  letter  6v>m  the  eame,  ezpUDatory  of  hia 
report  on  the      -      -  -      -  689 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meana,  on  the  sUte  of  the    -      -      -  1347 
Firiier,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  attended   -  437 
speech  of;  on  the  redaction  of  the  Army   -  810 
Fiahing  Vessel*,  Mr.  McLaoe  sobmitted  a  reso- 
lution direting  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
niy  to  raport  a  alatement  ml  bountiea  and 
allowancee,  paid  to  annually,  dte.  •      •  1088 
amended,  and  agned  to   ...      -  1168 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  fff  the  Traasary 

in  reply  1193 

Fk^d,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended  -  -  •  448 
remaifcs  o(  oo  the  Vaccine  Inatitation  -  471 
on  the  reaolntion  to  amend  the  Constitutioa  606 
on  Mr.  Ardter'a  resotation  reapectiog  Mie- 

soori  -  789 
Bpeech  of,  on  tiw  redaction  of  the  Army  •  891 
on  tbe  Miaaonri  resolnUtn  ...  090 
remark*  oi,  on  Mr.  Clay*a  Sooth  American 

resohitioa  1061 

oo  recmving  the  electoral  votea  of  Misaoari  1120 
onreaolntioa  reapecting  tbe  voteof  Miaaoori  1149 
on  his  resdation  to  admit  the  same  -  •  1164 
Folger,  Waller,  of  Hasaachosetu,  attended  -  440 
Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  Conneeticat,.  attended  •  488 
rana^  o^  on  Mr.  Areber**  Miwonri  reoo- 

lotimi  741 

oo  the  Senate  restrintion  to  admit  Miaioiiri  988 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes  -  ■  -  -  989 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ross  -  .  -  .  -  114B 
speedH  of.  on  the  bill  to  change  the  pay  of 

the  Army  1170 

on  the  bill  to  jedace  salaries     -      .      -  1211 
Ford,  WUliam  O.,  of  New  York,  attended      -  438 
Ford,  Nathan,  a  toll  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  970 
read  twice,  and  referred   ....  977 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement  1083 


Digitized  by  Google 


zliii 


Soiue  Proeeidimfft  wad  Ikbala. 


Fordgo  A&irs  appoiolmeot  of  the  select  com* 

mttlM  on     -      -      -      ~      •      •  441 
Foragn  OoiDi,  cm  motkn  of  Mr.  WhitiuD,  a 
committee  iru  appoiDted  to  coniider  and 
nport  OD  the  carTenc3r  of     -      -      -  833 

a  bill  to  eontioDe  in  force  the  act  to  regulate 
the  cnrreocy  of,  twice  read    -       .       -  975 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  12M 

retamed  from  the  Senate  with  antendmente, 
and  concQired  in  -      -      -      -      -  1298 
Forintore  oi  Land^  a  bill  concemiiv  the,  read 

twice  687 

Tomttf  Thomas,  of  Penn^Ifanta,  attended  -  433 
FoiiTtb,  John,  Minister  at  Madrid,  correspon- 
dence of  with  the  Spanish  Government  I34S 
Fortifications,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
sabmitted  a  resolution  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  inform  the  House  what 
amount  of  appropriations  will  be  neoea- 
saiy  to  eomplete  eziating  oonlracta  fa* 
erection  of  743 

the  resolotion  agreed  to   -      -      -      -  757 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution directing  the  same  officer  to  report 
the  progress  of  the  engineers  in  determin- 
ing the  sites  and  plans  of,  on  the  coait  -  1058 

agreed  to  1063 

letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  -  1167 

report  in  full  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 

mbjeetof  1723 

Fourth  OensDS,  a  Message  from  die  President, 
tranamitting  information  receiTed  from 
the  marshal  of  Virginia  concerning  the, 
referred  1S63 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  act  for 
t^iog  the,  read  twice   -  1S64 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  1S78 
Fceoland,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  lelief  o(  twice 

read  890 

Ffench  Tonnage,  a  bill  eonoeming,  twice  road  -  606 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  aabmittad  a  reso- 
lation  concerning  701 

agreed  to,  and  referred     ....  714 
French  Vessels,  a  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  the 
number  of,  arriTed  in  the  St.  Mary's     -  808 

the  bill  coBcerning  the  tonnage  of,  read  the 
third  time,  and  pasted  ....  1S46 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1364 
Fogitire  Slaves,  Mr.  Brown  presented  a  resola- 
tion  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentaeky  on 
the  subject  of,  which,  being  decided  by 
the  Speaker  to  be  informal,  was  with- 
drawn  941 

Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Maiaachusetts,  aUendod   -  483 

remirka  o(  on  his  resolution  eonceming  the 
commerce  of  the  Black  soa   •  •  600 

on  the  resolution  for  apportionment  of  rop- 
reseotatives  696 

on  the  resolution  concerning  unsettled  bal* 
ances  704 

on  Mr.  Archer's  Missouri  resolution  -      -  739 

speech  o(  oa  a  Naval  Peace  EstablisluDeiLt  1069 

G. 

Oalee  &  Seatou,  note  addressed  to,  by  tiie  Post- 
mo  ster  General,  and  their  rejdy     •      -  1389 

Gallatin  and  Rush,  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 

Secretary  of  State  to  Messrs.  •      -      -  1830 


Gamett,  Bobert  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended        -  433 
speech  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the 
Missooii  tesolntiott      ....  ms 
General  Poet  Office,  repmt  of  the      "itTtirr  ap- 
pointed to  inveaugate  the  afiain  of  the  •  ISSl 
a  further  repwt  from  the  same  -      -       .  its? 
Ghent,  a  Message  from  the  Preudent,  tnBsnui- 
ting  the  report  of  tiie  Secretary  of  Btate 
of  the  progress  made  by  the  Conuais- 
sioDers  under  the  &tb,  6th,  and  7lh  ai^ 
des  of  the  Treaty  of     -      -      -      -  878 
referred  to  a  select  committee   -      -      -  183 
Mr.  Burwell  aabmitted  a  reiolutum  instzoct. 
ing  the  sud  committee  to  report  a.  tall 
fixing  die  salaries  of  the  Commisuion- 
era,  dec.  78C 
modified,  and  agreed  to    -      -      -      -  714 
a  bill  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  Commisakm< 
ers  and  agent  under  the  Treaty  o^  twice 

read  19S6 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1294 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  ISH 

documents  relating  tu  the  ezecntioa  of  tiM 

Trea^of  13M 

Girauld,  Colonel  Jdin,  a  UU  «» the  rdief  of  the 

legal  repreeentatives  ot,  read  twice        -  1173 
Gold  Coins,  report  of  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of,  and  a  bill  to  regulate  their  value  IMI 
the  bill  twice  read    -  lOOS 
Good,  John,  the  petition  of,  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  iiutrac- 
tions  to  report  thereon  at  the  next  sessiop  IK3 
Gooding,  John,  and  James  Williams,  a  bill  fi«B 
the  Senate  autboriziog  the  payment  of  a 
sum  of  mon^to,i«ad  twiee»Midi«fenad  1346 
reported  withoiU  amendment    -      .      -  IMS 

Good%  Wares,  dte.,  a  letter  from  the  Secictaz] 
of  the  Treasury,  with  two  atatenunto  of 

importation  of,  ii)  American  and  in  for- 
eign vessels  .      -      .      -       _      .  m 
Gordon,  Patience,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read    -                                     -  566 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -      -  fH 
the  committee  recommeotl  rejection   -       -  181^ 
Qorham,  Benjamin,  of  Massachasetts,  eUcted 
in  place  of  Jonadua  Maaoo,  teaignod. 
was  qualified,  &&       -      -      -      •  15T 
Ooremaiont,  a  bill  making  ai^fwopnatloBa  Sot 
the  support  of,  for  Uke  year  ISSl,  twice 
read  Mf 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       •  IST 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      -  19^ 
Granger,  Erastns,  adverse  report  on  thn  peti- 
tion of   

Gray,  John  C,  of  Virginia,  elected  in  place  of 
James  Johnson,  resigned,  was  qaatified. 
and  took  his  seat  -  -      .  49 

Gros^  Eira  C,  of  New  York,  attended    -      -  iS- 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Strong's  reeolntian      •  5" 
on  Mr.  Archer's  Missouri  lesoladon  •  • 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Smith's  resolution  to  amend 
the  Constitution   -  .  - 

Gross,  Samuel,  of  Pennaylvania,  attended        -  *f 
Gnerlun,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  fiir  relief  oC  twice 
read     ....       -       .  . 
ordered  to  a  titird  reading  -       -       .      .  A*- 
read  the  third  time,  and  pawed  -       .     .  M& 
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Gathrie,  John,  a  bilt  for  relief  of  the  lagi)  tepre- 

MnUtiv«g  of,  twice  read       -      .      .  995 
OuTon,  Jamee,  of  If  aw  York,  attended    -      •  460 

H. 

Hacklej,  Aaron,  of  New  York,  attended  -      -  433 
Hall,  George,  of  New  York,  attended      -      -  483 
Hail»  Thomas  H.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -  434 
Ball,  Willard,  of  Delaware,  attended      -      -  606 
notice  from,  of  bia  reeigoation  -  880 
Hall  of  the  House  of  RapreseDtadves,  on  meUon 
of  Mr.  Uercer,  the  Committee  on  PnUie 
Boildii^  were  iostmcted  to.inqtute  into 
the  expediency  of  making  auch  altaratioDa 
in  the,  as  may  adapt  it  to  the  parpoeea  of 
legislation  -      -      -  680 

report  of  the  committee  thereon  •  -  909 
•  resolatioQ  adopted  respecting  the  vantila- 

twn  (tf  Um  1194 

atiendanoe  of  the  Senate  in  the,  and  cere* 
monj  of  counting  the  Electoral  Totes  for 
President  and  Vice  President       -      -  1164 
Haidin,  Benjamin,  of  Kentacky,  attended      -  517 
remarks  of,  on  the  redaction  of  the  Array,  902, 

904 

Haxard,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  -  433 
Mr.  Eddy  announced  the  death  of    -      -  S78 
Hami^ull,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  433 
speech  of,  on  the  Missonri  restrintion       •  596 
Hendiicks,  William,  of  Indiana,  attended      •  434 
Rerrick,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  attended  •      -      -  698 
Hibahman,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  atteoded    -  433 
Hill,  Mark  L.,  of  Massachusetts,  attended      -  433 
Holnrt,  Aaron,  of  Massachusetts,  elected  in 
place  of  Zsbdiel  Sampson,  resigned,  was 

quaUfied,  &e.  678 

Holmae,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  608 
twiea  read,  and  referred   ■      .      -      .  641 
rvpoTted  without  amendment    .      -      -  867 
Hoak^  Charha,  of  North  Carolina,  attended   -  484 
Hopkins,  Samnel  G.,  a  reaolntion  respecting^  the 
■eUlement  of  the  aeconnts  or,  inhnutted 
hj  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentoeky,  was  agreed 

to  713 

Hofltetter,  Jacob,  of  PennsylTania,  attended     -  433 
Houce  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the       ■  433 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton  they  proceeded 
to  ballot  for  a  Speaker,  and  after  seven 
ineffictnal  ballots  adjonmed  -      .      -  485 
another  adjonmmant  after  the  nineteenth 

fidlore  to  elect  a  Speaker      ...  437 
election  of  a  Speaker  of  the,  on  the  twenty- 
second  ballot  438 

adjournment  of  the,  tine  die    •  1302 
Hunflinger,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  460 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •      •  940 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  946 

I. 

Illinois,  the  bill  of  last  session  to  provide  for 
paying  to  the  State  of,  three  per  cent, 
net  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in,  sold, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  463 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  466 
a  bill  confirming  the  location  of  the  seat  of 

government  of,  twice  read  -  .  .  939 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  996 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -      •  1000 


Page. 

Imports,  a  bill  to  regalste  the  duties  on,  twice 

read  868 

ordered  to  be  printed  .... 
ImporU  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  further  to  eatabltsh 
the  compensation  of  officers  employed  in 
the  collection  of  dutiee  on,  twice  read    -  1092 
a  hill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenop  -  1194 
twice  read,  and  referred   ....  1316 
reported  with  anodry  amendments    -      -  12S8 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  tbe  act  to 
ragnUte  the  collection  of  dnties  on,  twice 

md  1S71 

Imi^MHunent  for  Debt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nel- 
son, a  committee  waa  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  ex|)edieney  of  abolishing  -  1004 
a  bill  to  abolish,  twice  read  -      -  I2t4 

Increase  of  Datiee,  a  petition  from  Kentucky 

praying  for  an,  referred        -      -       ■  44s 
Mr.  Jones  presented  a  counter  petition  from 

Petersburg,  referred  to  same  -  460 
Mr.  Tyler  presented  a  similar  one  from 
Richmond    ......  466 

Mr.  Mosoley  presented  one  from  New  Ha- 
ven  467 

Mr.  Simkins  one  from  South  Carolina  -  460 
Mr.  Pinckneyone  from  Charleston  -  -  617 
Mr.  Tucker,  from  North  Carolina,  one,  and 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  Virginia,  ditto  -  .  641 
Mr.  Brevard  from  South  Carolina,  one,  and 

Mr.  Jones,  from  Virginia,  ditto  -  -  641 
Mr.  Gorham  one  from  Boston  ...  704 
copy  of  the  mem<mal  frnn  Fetersbnrg  •  1490 
ditto  from  Maine  -  1493 
ditto  from  tbe  convention  of  delegates  at) 

Philadelphia-  '  1498 

ditto  from  the  citizens  of  Charleston          •  1606 
ditto  from  the  agricultural  societies  of  Vir- 
ginia  1617 

report  of  the  committee  to  which  said  me- 
morials were  referred    ....  i6S3 

Indian  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on  •      -      -      -      -      .      -  441 
Indian  Agents,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  anthor- 
ize  the  appmntmentof  certain,iead  twice, 

and  referred  1241 

reported  without  amendment   ...  IS68 
Indian  Department,  Mr.  Southard  submitted  a 
resolutiou  requesting  the  Pregident  to 
caaee  to  be  laid  befdre  the  Hoose  a  state- 
ment of  the  receipts  and  ezpenditarea 

in  the  670 

modified,  and  agreed  to    -      -      -      •  67S 
a  Message  from  tbe  President,  transmitting 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
a  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian 

Trade,  in  reply  744 

Indian  Trading  Houses,  Mr.  Trai^  submitted  a 
resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  report  the  amount  and  value  of  goods 
on  hand  at  the  department  and  the  depot 
in  Geoigetown     .....  8SS 
the  rcmlution  agreed  to   -      -      -      -  858 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  Uie 
statement  required       ....  908 
Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  tbe, 

twice  read  IXtl 

recommitted    ......  1337 
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loipeelon,  Ac^  »  IhII  to  repeal  the  ut  iacrcftUDg 

the  eompenntion  oi^  twice  read    -      -  1003 
a  letter  from  the  Seeiatarj  of  the  Treaswy, 
with  a  ■tatement  of  pajmeou  made  !•  1ST3 

Internal  Improremeote,  a  Mil  fiir  the  junwotioii 

of,  twice  read      .....  800 

lavalid  Penaioiiaii,  a  btH  coMeniiagi  twiee  read  811 

J. 

Jackaoo,  Edward  B-,  of  Virginia,  elected  in  place 

of  John  Findali,  rtaipied,  wae  qnalifled  •  434 
a  certificate  of  hit  electioD»  refrared  to  the 
Committee  of  Election!       -  457 
Jaili,  Mr.  Sergeant  submitted  a  joint  reulntion 
respecting,  in  thois  States  which  refuse 
the  use  of  theirs  to  the  United  States, 

twice  read  1198 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  ISlfi 
Janney,  Joseph,  an  adterse  report  on  the  pati- 

tioa  m,  agreed  to  -      •      - '     -      •  468 
JaiTott,  NteboUs,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oi;  twice 

read  448 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  46S 
read  the  third  time,  and  negatired  -  -  463 
the  vot«  reconsidered,  and  bill  recommitted  466 
reported  with  amendmente,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  Ml 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      -      -  606 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments^ 
and  agreed  to      •      -      -      •      -  1846 
Johnson,  Francu,  of  Kentuckj,  elected  in  the 
place  of  David  Walker,  rcugned,  waa 

qualified,  Ac.  434 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  amend  the 
'  Jonmsl       -  666 
speech  of,  on  the  Pay  bill  of  the  Army   -  1176 
on  tbA  appropriation  fin  Fortifications      •  1S76 
Johnson,  CtA.  Jamos.   (See  Yellotv  Stone.rittr.'i 
Johnson,  Josiah  L.,  the  Speaker  presented  a  let- 
ter from  the  Governor  of  Louieians,  en- 
closing a  certificste  of  the  election  of     -  532 
Jones,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended        -      -  433 
Jones,  Francis,  of  Tennessee,  attended    -      -  433 
Journal  of  the  House,  Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia, 
snbmittcd  svadiy  resolntiona  raapecting 
the  eozreolion  of  the    •      -      -  -863 
Jndidaiy,  upointment  of  the  standing  commiU 

teeof  the  489 

K. 

Kalb,  the  late  Baron  de,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  petition 
of  the  children  and  repreaentatiTes  of,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Peniions 
and  Sevolntionaiy  Oaims    .      -      -  476 
r«M»t  Ot  said  committee  thereon      -      -  796 
Kendall,  Jonaa,  of  Haaaachnsetts,  attended     -  488 
Kennedy,  Andrew,  a  biU  for  relief  of,  twiee  read  456 
Kent,  ioseph,  of  Maryland,  attended      -      -  483 
remarks  of,  on  the  Vaccine  Institution      -  471 
Kejres,  Perl^  and  Jason  Fairhanki^  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ford,  the  un&vorable  report  of  die 
last  session  <ni  the  petition  o(  was  recom- 
mitted  448 

a  bill  fiir  the  relief  of,  twice  rakd  -  467 

ordered  to  a  thirdreading  -      -      .      -  464 
read  the  dltrd  time,  and  passed        -      -  466 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to     -      •      -      -  768 


Kickapoo  Tribe,  a  Meesage  fiom  tb*  Pnadeol 

transmitting  of  a  traatr  with  As  ItN 

King,  Colonel;  on  motion  irf  Mr.  Co(^thit(ie' 
retary  of  War  waa  directed  t>  i^oit  kf 
what  authority  the  order  to  Aiot  daKit- 
erswasiasoed  -     -    -     ■  5H 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Wir.ibi^j  Bit 
Kinsey,  Charies.  of  New  imvj,  ansoM    -  411 
remarks  of,  on  Hr.  Clay's  Seath  Atuon 
resolution    -      -      '     .     -    •  10B9 
Kinaleyt  MattiD.  of  Maine,  attended      •    -  W 
reinaite  o^  on  the  Anti-Tariff  asMrisk  •  tn 

L. 

Land  Claiuu,  the  bill  of  last  sesBon  ud  nf- 
plemental  to  the  several  sets  fDrs^utini, 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  rtfacnd  H 
the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  •  •  (tt 
that  committee  discharged,  and  (he  bifl  » 
fcired  to  the  Ctnnmittee  on  PrivklsLaal 
Claims  « 

Land  sold,  report  from  the  Secrelaiy  ef  dte  Tm- 

sury  of  the  qoanti^  of,  dtc  •     •    -  Xl 

Land  Warrants,  on  motioa  of  Mr.  Whitau, 
the  Committee  of  Public  Landi  wen  m- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediaafftf 
extending  the  time  fbr  imbi^  to  mIabb 

of  (be  Revolution  ^ 

a  bill  to  that  eflect  twice  read  -  ■  •  n 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .    .  M 

read  the  third  time,  and  jpassed  -  ^ 

Lands  and  Baildings  for  military  porpcats,  Ki. 
Tracy  submitted  a  resolution  diitdiDi 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  ft  bt 
the,  purchased  by  the  United  Ststei    •  ||| 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Waiiaiftf  *  ^ 

Lai«uiUe,  Francis  B.,  a  bUI  fer  relief  «t,t«i 

read  »" 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  •  W 
read  the  third  timc^  and  pnaaed  -     .    •  W 

Lathrop,  Daniel,  the  repot  on  the  pstitiai  ■( 

waa  concurred  in  -       -      .     .    ■  w 

Law,  Thomaa.    (See  Peargon,  -^oigA.) 

Laws  of  Maryland,  two  copies  of  Kuty'i  Dipri 
of  the,  presented  to  Congrsss  ' 

Laws  of  Oie  United  SUtes,  a  biU  fioa  tbe  SmK 
supplefflental  lotbeMft  topnmdafKdi 
publieation  of  thot  read  -     '     *    '  v 
read  a  second  time,  and  refened         *  ^ 
reported  without  amendment   -     .  -vO 

Levy  Court  of  Calvert  coanty,  Maryland,  Ihttl- 
verse  report  on  tlw  petition  of,  to  bsion- 
bnrsed  for  the  deatruetwn  of  ttsir  csort- 
bouse  by  the  enemji  waa  coBodtKd  ■■■ 
concurred  in  - 

Lewis,  Curtis,  du  committee  on  the  csiS  a(  it- 
port  that  it  c«aMirithintbaaBftRii;*< 
the  Dtstrict  Coort  of  Alabama;  concur 
red  in   ■  ** 

Library,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  bra  join 

committee  on  the,  agmcd  to,  and  >  ^ 
mittee  on  the  part  of  the  Honse  ifipoiw  *^ 

Lien  for  security  of  Mechanic^  on  molKKief^ 
Robert  Moore,  the  Committee  oo  tk 
District  of  ColamlHa  vore  imtntdad  m 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pnm^ 
by  law  for  giving  a  -  •  •  '  ' 
said  committee  repotted  that  sock  >  di 
vronld  be  inexpedient    -      -      -  ■ 
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JAea  for  secori^ — continaecL  Paye. 
the  Speaker  pimnted  the  ^etUioD  of  ■no* 
drj  mechRnici  of  Wuhington  prajring 
the  eoactment  of  sncb  i  Uw,  refwred     -  1034 
LincolD,  Enoch,  of  MaMachuBetta,  attended     -  433 
Linn,  John,  of  New  Jeney,  attended      -      -  433 
remarks  o(  on  bis  compenaatioo  resol'utioa  444 
on  the  reaolntioD  to  amend  the  Conatitation  607 
Mr.  Soothanl  annouueed  the  death  of      -  766 
on  motion  of  Mr.  8.,  the  Speaker  wa«  n- 
qaeitcd  to  inform  the  Governor  of  Nevr 
Jersey,  of  the  death  of  -  -      -  80i 

Little,  Peter,  of  MatjUnd.  attended-      -      -  433 
remarks  of,  on  hie  motion  touching:  the  ballot 

for  Speaker  437 

on  Mr.  Cannon's  resolution  -  -  -  SOS 
on  the  motion  to  amend  the  JourarU  -  -  644 
LivermMe,  Arthar,  of  Mew  Hampabire,  attended  436 
remuka  on  the  Vaeehie  Institation  -  471 
on  receinng  bank  notee  in  payment  of  dn- 

tiea  607 

on  Mr.  Pair's  motion  to  amend  the  Jour* 

nel  -846 

Iioan  of  four  millions,  a  bill  to  authoiiie  the 
President  to  borrow  a  som  not  exceeding, 

twice  read  1SS8 

read  Uie  third  time,  and  paosed  -      -      -  1293 
ralnrned  from  the  Senate  with  amendraenti  1S94 
oonddered,  and  disagreed  to    •      -      -  1398 
the  Senate  insist,  and  the  Hoaae  receded  -  1300 
Loan  (rf*  Powder,  dec.,  Mr.  Forreri  submitted  ■ 

resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  the      -  468 
considered,  and  agreed  to        -      -  -  476 
a  letter  from  Colonel  Wadsworth  ezplsna^ 

toiy  of  the   -      -      ...      -      -  1167 
from  Colonel  Geor^  Bomford  -      -  -1190 
Loan  Office  and  Final  Settlement  Certifieatea, 
Mr.  Rhea  rabmittcd  a  raaolntion  on  Ae 
anhjeetof     ......  940 

a  bill  to  aathoriia  paymenl  of.  In  OMrtnin 
eases,  twice  read  ■      -      .      .      .  976 
Location  of  Land  Warrants,  &c>,  a  bill  to  ra(u< 

late  the,  twice  read      -  940 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  946 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amend- 
ments, and  agreed  to    -      -      -      -  1286 

Loagitnd*  of.  the  Capitol,  the  resolution  of  last 
•aaaion  authorising  the  President  to  eaoso 
astronomical  observalionB  to  bo  mad*  to 
ascertain  the,  was  OTdered  to  a  tliipl  rsad- 
ing  463 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -      ■      ■  466 
IfOttoiies,  on  aration  of  Mr.  Strong  die  CoamiU 
toe  on  the  District  of  Columbia  were  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  into  the  numbers 
of,  dtc  -      -      -  -      -  -767 

Lowndes,  WiOtam.  of  South  Carolina,  attended  484 

remaika  of,  on  monng  to  report  the  Mii- 
WHui  icsslation  to  Uw  Coouuttso  of  the 
Whole  4S5 

oa  the  resolution  concerning  the  loan  of  mu- 
nitions -  462 

remarks  of,  relating  to  the  expedi^on  up 
the  Missouri  rirer  -      -      -  476 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  admit  Mis- 
souri -•.---.668 

in  reply  to  objections      -  648 

remarks  of,  on  receiring  hank  notes  in  pay- 
mant  of  dntias  698 


Lowndes,  W.,  remarks  of— continued.  Page, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  M«gs  -  804 

on  the  appointment  of  representatirea  -  69S 
on  the  unsettled  balances  -  -  -  _  704 
on  Mr.  Inch's  resolution  -  700 
on  the  military  appropriatioQB  -  -  -  71 1 
on  Mr.  Archer's  Misaoori  resolution  -  788,  741 
on  the  motion  to  amend  the  Joornal  -      -  840 

Lyon,  MatUiew,  Mr.  McLean  of  Kentucky  pre- 
sented the  -petition  sad  memorial  of,  re- 

ferred  446 

report  thereon,  and  IhU  for  the  relief  of,  478 

M. 

Macarty,  J.  L.  B.,  a  bill  ftom  the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of,  twice  read  -  1246 
reported  without  amendment   -  1368 

Machine  for  raising  ships,  on  motion  of  Hr. 
Cobb  the  Naval  Committee  were  instrocl* 
ed  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  expertmsntof  the  801 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read  -  977 

Mackerel  Fishery,  a  bill  for  eoroliing  the  vessels 

engaged  in  the,  twice  read    -  477 

Maelay,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  433 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  Sonth  America 
resolution  1084 

Macomb,  William,  a  Inll  for  the  r^rf  of  die  re- 
presentatives of,  twice  read  .      .      -  939 

Mul  Contractors,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire  the  Committee  on  Post- 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibit- 
ing by  law,  printers,  editors,  ^c,  from 
being  postmasters,  or   -  -      -  876 

Muson  Rouge,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  confirm- 
ing the  title  of  the  Marquis  de,  to  cer- 
tain grants  of  land,  twice  read      -      -  1341 

Mallary,  RoUin  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  -      .  488 
remaAe  of,  on  the  reduction  of  die  Army  -  904 

Mana&ctures.appoiotmentof  the  standiogcon- 

mittee  of  4S9 

report  of  the  committeo  on  the  several  me- 
morials praying  protection  to  -      -      -  1663 
Marchand,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended   -  433 
Marine  Corps,  Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning  the      -      •      -      •  1008 
agreed  to,  and  reforred  to  the  Seoatary  of 

War  1083 

letter  from  the  Secretaiy  in  r^ly      .      •  1093 
a  bill  providing  for  the  pay  and  reorganisa>> 
tion  of  the,  read  twice  -  1346 
Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  the  bill  of  last 
session  to  repeal  the  act  to  lessen  the  com- 
pensation of,  was  recommitted  to  a  select 
committee    ......  684 

bill  reported,  and  read  twice  -  -  -  794 
May,  Jamea,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  rep- 

naentativea  of  W.  Macomb,  twice  read  -  989 
Meade,  Richard  W.,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  thn  Committee 
of  Foreign  Affairs        -      .      .      .  1SS4 
said  committee  discharged  -      ...  1384 
memorial  of,  and  report  of  Secretary  of  State  1474 
Mebaue,  John  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of,  twice  read        ■      -  1037 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Baltimore,  Mr.  Kent  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the      -      .      .  1340 
(See  Ditrkt  Banh.) 
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Heech,  £zni,  of  Vtmont,  attcDded  -  433 
MMgs,  Henry,  of  ^'ew  York,  sttended     •      -  433 
nmuk»  of,  on  the  Bank  note  reioIatioD  693,  694 
■peech  of,  on  hii  rcMlaUon  respeetug  the 

■lave  tntde  1166 

Mellen,  Pegg7,  *  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    -  704 
Mercer,  Charlea  F.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -      -  483 
ramarka  of;  on  the  Vaccine  Institation      -  473 
on  hia  reaolution  for  altering  the  Hall  of  the 

Hoose  of  ReprcaentatiTefl  -  -  .  680 
on  the  Bank  nol«  rawrfation  -  -  69fi,  696 
on  Hr.  Parker*!  motkin  to  amend  the  Jonr- 

nal   846, 851 

on  the  redaction  of  the  Annj  -  .  .  903 
on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Cdambian 

College  917 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  W.  T.  Nimmo      -  1001 
on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  reaolution    -  1083 
Metcalfe,  Thomaa,  of  Kentucky,  attended       -  434 
■peech  of,  on  the  bill  for  r^ief  of  Commo- 
dore Tucker  -      .....  isi? 
onthelandRdiaflKll      ...      -  ISSS 
Miami,  a  bill  to  aatbortze  the  Preaideol  to  daaig- 
nate  a  port  of  entry  in  the  diatriet  of; 

twice  read    -  984 

Michigan,  a  bill  to  eatablish  additional  land  offi- 

cea  in  the  Territory  of,  twice  read  •      -  968 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -       -       -  1386 
read  the  Uiird  time,  and  pawed  ...  1393 
MiHtary  Afiaiia,  appointment  of  a  aeleet  com- 
mittee on     -      •      -      -      -      -  441 
Military  Eatablithment,  a  bill  making  wpropri- 
atione  for  the  lapport  of  the,  for  Uie  year 

1631,  twice  read  1334 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1384 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  1286 
Military  Peace  EstabHihrnent,  Mr.  Cocke  aub- 
nittted  a  reaolotion  for  the  redaction  of 

the,  referred  -  444 

a  Ull  to  fix  the^  twice  read      •      -      •  688 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  933 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      -      -  936 
retained  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  wore  agreed  to,  wiA  an  amend- 
ment  1248 

the  Senate  and  House  both  ionist      -      -  1390 
a  conference  agreed  upon  -  1300 
Senate  receded  firom  all  their  amendnenU  -  1302 
plan  of  the  SecreUry  of  War  for  a   -      -  1715 
Military  Posts,  Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  a  reaolu- 
tion directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  re- 
port the  number  and  lituation  of  -       -  679 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -      -      -      -  68S 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  -  716 
Military  Service,  a  bill  making  a  partial  a|^ro- 

pria^  for  the,  twice  read    ...  664 
oidms  to  a  thutl  reading  -      .      .      -  713 
la^  the  third  time,  ai^d  passed  -      -      .  716 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment  867 

considered,  and  agreed  to  -      -      -      .  868 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  Mr.  Cook  rahmitted  a 
resolution  directing  the  Seoetary  of  War 
to  report  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
soldiera  who  have  received,  and  the  num- 
ber entitled  who  have  not  received       •  686 
considered,  and  not  agreed  to   -      -      -  716 
a  bill  further  to  regulate  tlto  israe  of  patents 
for,  twice  read      .....  999 


Page. 

Militia,  afqpdntment  of  a  adect  committee  on  the  441 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Daiiington,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  wasdkected  to  report  the 
amount  of  fines  on  the,  of  Pennsylnnia  476 

a  bill  to  provide  a  uniform  system  of  organ- 
isation for  the,  twice  read       -  75c 

a  letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  War,  with  a 
statement  of  the  whole  numbn  in  sovice 
during  the  war  -      •      -     •  891 

a  Mesaage  from  the  Preadent,  tnuumitliag 
the  annn^  returns  of    -      -      .      •  ISU 

Milne,  Alexander,  a  bill  for  relief  of;  twiea  read  181 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  .  .MO 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  •  94S 

Mint,  a  Message  from  the  President,  traimniU 
ting  the  Direvtor'a  report  of  tbe  apm- 
tionsof  the  -  1173 

Mississippi,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  were  instructed  tm  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  changing  the 
time  for  holding  the  district  court  of      -  4K 
a  hiD  to  that  efiect  twice  read   -      .       •  SK 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •       -      -  SIT 
Miaaonri,  Mr.  Scott  presented  a  copy  of  the  eon- 

■titution  of,  referred     -      -      •      •  4M 
the  annmtttee  report  a  resolution  to  admit, 

into  the  Union     ...       .  .451 
the  resolution  read   -  -  .454 

read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole      -       -       .  4S 
a  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  admit,  reed  Ul 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -  8St 
Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  submitted  a  reao- 
lution instructing  the  indiciuy  Commit- 
tee  to  inquire  into  the  operation  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  Stales  within  •      -  735 
considered,  and  laid  00  the  table      -      -  741 
Mr.  Eostis  submitted  a  reetrintitm  to  adont  879 
considered,  and  negatived        -       -      -  Mft 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  the  Senate  raseta- 
tion  was  refened  to  a  committea  of  tfaii^ 
teen  members  .....  lOST 
Mr.  Clay's  report  thereon  -  -  -  ion 
the  resolution  accompanying  hia  report  -  IW 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -  .  .  ms 
the  third  reading  of  tike  resolatioa  lafimaJ  1111 
a  motion  to  reconsider  -  -  .  .  im 
the  reconsideration  agreed  to  -  -  -Hit 
the  resolution  again  rejected  ...  ii4l 
Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resdntion  that  the 

Electoral  votes  of;  ought  to  be  conated  -  UH 
Mr.  Brown  submitted  a  resoIutioD  to  ropoal 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  to  aathoriie 
the  people  of,  to  fwm  a  eonatitatioo,  &c  llK 
the  Honae  refuaed  to  conaider  the  raaala 

tion  1U$ 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  Yorit,  sotnitted  a  xcao- 

lution  to  admit     .....  HH 
Mr.  Clay  suAuitted  a  naolntion  fen  a  joint 
committee  to  confier  on  the  practkalwlity 
of  admitting,  which  was  agreed  to  •       -  ISIT 
election  of  the  said  committee,  oonaiatinf  of 

twenty-three  membera  ....  IS 
report  of  the  same  .....  isi 
d^ate  on  the  repeal  ....  itf 
ordered  to  a  thiid  reading  .  -  -  Itf 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed        -      -  ItM 
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a  UU  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  due 
execottoD  of  the  Itwi  of  the  United  States 
within  the  Sute  of,  Inico  read      -       -  1871 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wbele   -  1272 

a  motion  to  diacharge  aaid  committee*  nega- 
liTed  1300 

ft  motion  to  postpone  other  business  for  the 
pnrpoM  of  uking  ap  the  same,  also  neg- 
atiTed  1800 

Uie  Presidont's  proclamation  declaring  the 
admission  of,  into  tlw  Union        •      -  1784 
MoHle,  a  bill  granting  certain  lots  to  the  Mayor, 

dec  of,  twice  read  -  984 
Morhl,  Robert,  of  New  York,  attended  -  •  433 
Money  in  the  Treasury,  dtc.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lowndes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 
was  directed  to  report  a  statement  of  the, 
on  the  let  Janaaiy,  1821,  and  also  all  in 
the  htnda  of  the  Troasarer  as  agent  for 
the  War  and  Navy  Dopartmonta  -      -  784 

a  lettor  firom  the  Secrelaiy,  with  the  stato- 
ment  required      -  990 

Montgomery,  Thomaa,  of  Kentody,  elected  in 
the  place  of  Tanstall  Qnarles,  resigned, 
was  qaalified,  &c.  -  484 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  Sooth  American 
resolation     -  1062 
Moore,  Samoe],  of  Pennaylvtnia,  attended      •  433 
Moore,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended       -  433 
remarks  of,  on  bis  motion  respecting  Erie 

harbor   -  1098 

Moore,  ThomsB  L.,  of  Virginia,  elected  in  place 
of  George  F.  Strotber,  resigned,  was 

qualified,  &c  434 

Morrison,  James,  a  report  from  the  SecreUry  of 

the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of    -       -  1058 
recommitted  to  that  officer  with  instmction 
to  report  thereon  at  the  next  saaaion  of 

Congress  1193 

Morton,  Marcus,  of  Massaehnaette,  attended    -  433 
Moaeley,  Jonatfian      of  Conoeetieat,  attended  483 
Mounted  Men  in  the  Seminole  War,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Allen,  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
directed  to  report  whether  they  fumiabed 
bones  at  their  own  expense,  Ac.  -      -  607 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  obedieactx  -      -  678 
Murray,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -  483 
McCar^,  Edward,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  twice  lesd      .....  995 
MeCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended   -      •  486 
McCreaiy,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attendi-d   -  434 
MeCnUoagh,  Thomas  G.,  a  letter  from  the  Got> 
emor  of  Pennsylvania  enclosing  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of,  in  place  of  David 
FuUeiton,  resigned,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Eleclions      .      -      .      .  442 
McDoff.  Daniel,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -  470 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  071 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed        -      .  680 
McF«]itnd,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  oft  twice  read  799 
Mcintosh,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  448 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -      -      -  671 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -      -  672 
McLane,  Loais,  of  Delaware,  attended    -      -  483 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution        -  608 
remarks  of^  on  the  motion  to  amend  the 

Journal  84S 

McLean,  Ahny,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -      -  434 


Pige. 

McNeil,  Josefdi,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -  878 
ordered  to  a  Ihird  reading  -  .  .  940 
read  ibe  tiiird  time^  and  paaaed  -  94& 

N. 

National  Industry,  Mr.  Wendover  presented  a 
petition  from  a  New  York  Agricuttnral 
Society,  praying  [nrotection  to,  ordered  to 

be  winted    -  671 

Naval  AflUra,  app<ritttment  of  a  aelect  conuniU 

tee  on  441 

report  of  said  committee  on  a  Naval  Peaoa 

establishment  lOU 

the  committee  discharged  -  1284 
Naval  Diaeiptine,  Mr.  Foot  submitted  a  res«riu- 

tion  on  the  subject  of   -      -      -      -  806 
Naval  Service  for  the  year  1821,  a  bill  making 

appropriation  for  the,  tnice  read  -  -  1166 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1216 
read  the  third  time,  and  paised  -  -  1S18 
returned  ftom  the  Senate  with  amendmmta  1S73 
considered,  and  cooienrred  in    -      -      -  1S8S 

Navigation,  the  bill  of  last  sesnon  concerning, 

indefinitely  postponed  ....  463 

Navy,  a  UU  to  amend  the  act  for  a  gradual  in- 
crease of  the,  twice  read      -      -      .  74S 
considered  and  laid  on  the  table       -      -  1846 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -  1267 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -      -  189S 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  ai^mitted 
a  rasolntion  directing  the  Secretary  of  the, 
to  inform  the  Home  what  eumi  of  money 
will  be  neceetary  to  complete  exiating 
contracts  for  tiie  gradual  Inereaae  of  the  748 
agreed  to-      -      -      .      -      -      -  787 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  the  informa- 
tion asked  for      -      -      -      -      -  879 

report  of  the  committee  on  the  expediency 
of  limiting  the  number  of  seamen  in  the  978 
Navy  Department,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  direelwl 
to  report  the  balance  of  each  distinet  ap* 
propriation  for  the,Navy  remaining  in  the 
Treasury,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
as  agent  for  the    -      -      -      -      -  716 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  with  statements 
in  njij      ......  878 

report  of  the  committee  on  expenditures  in 

the  1246 

Navy  Pension  Fund,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  with  the  annual  italementin 
relation  to  the  -      -      -  800 

Neale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  attended    -      .  486 
Nelsoo,  Jeremiah,  of  Maesacboaetts,  attended  -  433 
Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Vi^ioia,  attended       -      -  488 
Neuville,  Baron  Hyde  do,  a  letter  from,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  on  the  eonstmetion  of 
a  clanse  in  the  Florida  Treaty  .  1843 

Newgate  Prison,  in  Connecticut,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authoriuog  the  Marshal  of  Con- 
necticut to  nse  the,  dbc.  -  471 
(See  JaiU.) 

Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  attended  •      •  483 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  W.  T. 
Nimmo  100^ 
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N«fr  York,  ■  bill  to  slter  the  time  for  lioldiDg 
the  courts  in  the  northern  district  of,  twin 

reed  907 

resd  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      -      -  940 
«  bill  from  the  Senate  to  recoavey  certain 
laads  U>  the  ci^  of,  twice  read      •      -  1364 
Nimmo,  WilliaBi  T..  a  biUztported  forrriief  of, 

■BdtiriMiMd  .  -  .  .  -  607 
•rdared  to  a  thud  reading  .  .  -  98S 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  Hottee  adjoomed 

withoQt  the  qneetion    -      -      .       .  999 
oonaidered,  and  rejected   -      •      .      .  lOOl 
Morthnmberland  Conotj,  Yirginia,  a  btU  anthoi- 
izing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaniry  to 
sell  and  convsy  a  certain  tract  of  land  in, 
twice  read  1264 
read  (he  third  tiinc,  and  pasard        -  - 

O. 

O'BiieDi  Ridiardf  a  bil  Mplanatoiy  of  the  aet 

fcridiafi<  twice  read  .      -      .      .  995 
Oflkcnof  die  Army,  npoit  of  the  eenmitlM  on 
the  inqairjr  whedier,  are  mmfky^A  m 

deifcs,  dec  1117 

Officeis  of  the  Coetonu,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 

retaij  of  the  Tnmmf  en  the  saltjaet  of  64S 
Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  a  bill  ft»  the  Seaate  for 

relief  irf  713 

twice  read,  and  rafarred  -      -      -  716 

reported  with  amendments      -  1098 
Ohio  and  Midugao,  the  Ceipamittee  of  the  Whole 
were  discharged  from  the  resolotion  to 
fix  the  boondary  line  between,  and  it  was 
refinredtotheConuniuaeonPobUcLands  683 
Ohio,  and  the  United  States  Bank,  on  motkm 
of  Mr.  Roes  the  papers  relating  to  the 
controversy  between  the  State  of,  were 
Old  seed  to  be  miatti   -  10S9 
tha  docBMata  ortered  to  be  printed,  in  ftdl  1684 
Ohio  Boundary,  on  motiM  of  Mr.  Rm,  the 
Howe  pfoeeeded  to  eonrider  the  veaolntion 
of  last  seerioa  for  inquiring  into  the  ez- 
padiencT  of  ennreying  the  notfh    -      -  486 
ooasideiM,  and  negatiTed       ...  497 
Onis,  Don  Lois  de,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  SUt«       -      -      -       .  1313 
the  recall  of,  by  his  Sorereign  -  1404 
Opie,  Le  Roy,  a  IhU  aatborinng  a  settlement  of 
the  aoeoDBti  of  the  late,  paymaster,  read 

twice  907 

oideied  to  a  tlurd  reading        .      .      -  1299 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeeed        -      -  1300 
Oawego  RiTer,  00  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  of  New 
York,  the  Comioittee  of  Coauneree  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  ereetiBg  a  lighthouse  at  the  moa^  vf  -  70L 
Ottraman,  J.,  abiUrorrelirfo^  twiceread     -  743 
Orarstreet,  Jamea,  ei  Soodi  Candina,  attended  4S4 
Oxley,  Thomas,  a  bill  antboriiing  the  Seeretaiy 

of  State  to  isaoe  a  patent  to,  twice  read  999 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1819 
read  the  third  time^  and  passed       -      -  1S34 

P. 

Parker,  James,  of  Msssachusetts,  attended      -  433 
Parker,  Severn      of  Virginia,  attended  -      -  443 
remaiki  of,  on  Ui  nwtku  to  amend  the 
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Parker,  SaBoel,  a  faiU  from  tte  Seaals  hcdCDJ 

the  term  of  his  patent,  twice  icid  •    •  1%, 
ordered  to  a  tfiird  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Parker,  Elias,  report  of  the  coousiltee  sa  the 
claim  of,  taken  np 
reversed,  aind  recommitted 
a  InU  for  relief  of,  twiee  peed  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  pamed 
retoraed  fimn  dM  Senate  with  sBwdnMH, 
and  agreed  to       -      -      -  - 
Patterson,  Thomas,  of  PeoasylTsnia,  itlnmlwl 
Pearl  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  At  Cob- 
id  ittee  of  Conuneiee  were  imtnMttd  u 
inqoire  into  the  expedency  of  eittlU- 
iog  a  port  of  entiy  at   -  .    -  Hi 

a  UU  to  eetaUidi       disbiet  id,  tma  ml 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     -     .    •  M 
read  Ao  Ulird  tiow,  and  passed  -     -  -fit 
Psarson,  Jose^  IVnes  Law,  and  Dmiil  Cv- 
roll  of  Dnddington.  Mr.  Kent  praMcd 
die  petitim  of,  referred  -      .     ■    - 11^ 
(See  WoMAmglom,  HO  fir  mk  4 
groam^) 

Pedtham,  Samnel,  jun.,  adverse  report  w  dte 
petition  of,  coacnmd  in      .     -  . 
Penitentiary,  Hr.  Lowndes  presanted  tbt  ft» 
tion  of  snndiy  iohabitants  «f  As  Sini 
of  Citembia,  praying  for  a,  dbCi,  idtmd 
a  bill  antheming  Ao  eetaMiAiase*  tt  *, 
read  twice    -      -      .      .     .  • 
Penobscot,  to  the  liver  St.  Crmz,  Ht.^i^ 
mitted  a  rcM^ntion  for  a  n^tj  mi 
from     -      -      -      .      .     .  - 
agrsed  to,  and  referred      -      .     -  - 
an  adverse  report  tbereoa  -      ■    ■  • 
Penrose,  Clement       aod  John  B.G.l«u.« 

bin  for  nliefoi^  twiee  read     •  - 
PeasKHia  and  Bevolattooavy  Claiais,  sffotitaeit 

of  the  standing  eommiUoe  an 
Perkins,  Nicholas,  a  bill  fiom  thatatofai^ 

Uef  of,  read  -      -  _..-»* 
read  a  eecond  time,  and  refened  -  ^ 

Perry,  Margaret,  the  tnll  of  last  sesaM  faiiid 

oft  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     *    '  !!; 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  • 
Peny,  OUw  H.,  the  UU  of  lart  ssmim  ^ 
lieftfthe  family  of  the  laie.wsiKa'  -  ^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  oidercdUii^ 

reading  "a 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -     ■    -  " 
Petitions  of  last  sessioo,  Mr.  BloomfisU  nbwt 
t«d  a  resolotion  respecting  the,  not 

on  

modified,  and  speed  to,  and  the  «!»  „ 
ferred   -      -      -       -      •     •    '  t 
Pbelpe,  Blisha,  of  Conneetient.  attended  -    -  jf 
I^ilson,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    ■  ^. 
Piackney,  Charles,  of  South  CaioliBa,  sUinW  I' 
speech  of,  on  the  amended  resotntieo  ts 
mit  Missonri  •      -       _      .  - 
Pheber,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  aueoded 
Plantnrs'  Bank  of  New  Orteans,  on  iioti»B  ^ 
Mr.  Clay,  the  Committee  of  Ws;i 
Means  were  instructed  to  iaqoire  ietoikr 
expediency  of  reimbaning  the,  for  , 
advances  made  on  pay*rolls  of  the  An! 
Plantoo,  Julia,  advene  report  on  the  petiti"  ' 


.1' 
f 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ivii 


INDEX. 


Inii 


Hofue  Pnceedinfft  and  Debata. 


Page. 


Plomar,  WBHun,  Jdd^  of  New  Hampibin,  at- 
tended ■      -      -     •  • 
Porto  of  Eotry,  a  bill  to  abotiih  certain,  &c. 

twice  read    .      .      .  • 
POitmuten,  *  report  from  the  Postmaater  Qen- 
•lal,  with  a  liat  of,  wbo  are  aJao  eontrac- 
tora      -      -      -      •      -      -  - 
Poit  Offleea  and  Poet  Roada,  aj^ntment  of  the 
atanding  committee  en  • 
diachargecrfaaideoraauUee      -      -  . 
Poat  Office  Department,  on  motion  of  Mr.  nielpa, 
the  Poetmaatar  General  waa  directed  to 
report  the  names  of  penoin  indebted  to 
the,  on  the  3Iit  Decenber,  1816,  and  the 
amoant  in  each  caae  -      -  . 

on  motion  ttf  tbeaame,  a  rommiitea  waa  ap- 
pointed  to  inveatigMa  the  ai&lra  of  the  - 
report  of  tlieeommittM  .... 
a  nil  in  additimi  to  the  act  to  ngnlato  the, 
read  twice  -      -      -      -  - 

Poet  Roadi^  a  bill  to  alter  and  eslabliah  certain, 

read  twice    -  909 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -      -  • 
Mtainied  from  the  Senate  with  amendmento, 

and  agreed  te  

Powell,  Jeaie,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
Pr«<«mption,  Mr.  Lowndes  preaenled  a  memo- 
rial i^the  Legteleture  of  Miaaoari  on  the 
subject  of,  referred  - 
an  advene  rwport  coocuRod  in  • 
President  of  the  United  Statea,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed  to  wait  on  the,  and  iufonn  him 
that  a  quordm  of  die  Hoaae  had  mat,  Ac* 
annnal  Heaaage  of  the,  (See  Smtffe  pro- 

eeedingt,  11.) 
flve  tfaonaand  oopiea  of  the  annoal  Heaaage 

ordered  to  be  printed 
a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  for  «  joint  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of 
counting  the  votes  for,  and  Vice  President, 
agreed  to,  and  a  eommittee  appointed 
the  aaid  oommittaoreport  two  reeolutiooa  - 
the  lat  leaolntion  eonaideced,  and  agreed  to 
the  Sd  rendation  eonaiderM),  and  agreed  to  1 163 
the  FMident  of  the  Senate  announeed  the 

TOtee  1164 

a  reaolution  from  the  Senate  for  a  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the,  and  inform  him  of  his 
re-election,  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed  - 
report  of  said  committee  -      •      ~  - 
another  joint  eommittee  to  wait  on  the,  to 
ii^m  1dm  that  the  two  Honeea  were 
about  to  adjourn  -      •      -      -  - 
Iba  inaagnration  and  addresa  of  the  - 
Prarat,  8(rfomMi,  a  bill  fer  the  idief  o^  twice 
read 

Private  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  the  steod- 

ing  committee  on  - 
diacharga  of  the  eomnuttee       .      .  - 
Private  Proper^,  for  pobHe  use,  on  motiMi  of 

Mr.  Abbott  the  Judidary  Committee  were 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieoe; 

of  a  law  defining  under  what  circum- 

atoncea,  may  be  token   -      -      -  . 
Privateering,  Mr.  Gorbam  preaented  - a  petition 

from  MasMcbusetts,  remonstrating  against 

the  practice  o^  refiuied  • 

16tliCoH.2dS£SS^-60 
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Privateering— eontinned.  Vagp. 

copj  of  a  memorial,  prqrtng  the  abcdition 
of  17U 

thooghto  of  acidnn  on  the  practice  of      -  1748 
Prohibition  of  Importa,  Mr.  Rich  of  Virginia  anb- 
mitted  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of 

conaidered,  and  laid  on  the  table 
PnWe  Buildinga,  appointment  of  a  aalect  com~ 
mittee  on  the       .      .      .      -  . 

a  Meesege  frmn  the  Prendent  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  - 

a  bill  making  further  appropriatima  for  the, 
twic<  read  96S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1088 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  1084 

returned  from  the  Senate  wUh  amendmente, 
and  concurred  tn  -      -  - 
Public  Expenditurea,  appoinUnent  of  the  ataad- 
ing  Committee  on  .... 
PnUic  Landa,appointmentof  theatanding  Cod> 

mittee  on     -----      •  489 

diadiarge  of  the  committee  ...  18S4 
Public  Money,  on  motbn  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Waya  and  Means  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re* 
qniring  every  elaoe  t)f  public  oAean 
diargcd  with  the  collection  or  diebuno- 
meni  of,  to  aettle  their  aeooanto  witiUn 
apeeUIed  periods  ...  -  - 
Pordiasera  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Crowell,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  for  the  relief  of 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
eitixens  of  Kentucky  pmying  relief  for,  re- 
ferred - 

Mr.  Lowndea  preeentad  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  HiMODri  of  the  same  char- 
acter, referred  - 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  reso- 
Intions  of  the  Legislature  of  that  Stote  on 
the  same  subject,  referred 

k  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain ------- 

twice  read  

reported  without  amendment  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed 
Pvidy,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 
of,  read,  and  referred  .... 

ind^ite^  postponed  .... 

Q- 

Qnariea,  Tunatall,  notice  of  the  reugnation  of  • 
Qnomm,  intevdiange  of  maaaagee  on  the  for- 
mation of  a 
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Rand,  Benjamin  H.,  a  bill  anthorinng,  W  im- 
port a  certoio  piece  of  plate  fraa  of  duty, 

read  twice  908 

Randolph*  John,  ttf  Virginia  atlmdad      •  .488 
remarka  <rf',  on  the  motion  to  ameiid  dw 

Journal  848 
on  reconsidering  the  nijaetkii  of  the  Mia- 

Bonri  resolution    -  1130 
on  the  resolution  ae  amended  -  1134 
on  receiving  the  voteo  of  Miaaoari    -      -  1148 
speech  of,  on  tba  qnaation  of  coanling  the 
rtte  IIM 
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Rudolph,  John — continned.  Pageu 
speech  of,  in  expUnatioD  -      -      •      -  1169 
rcmarka  of,  oo  bi>  reiolution  dediring  the 
electioB  of  Preaideot  and  Viee  Prwucat 

illepd  IIM 

BankiO)  Chruto^er,(^Hu«iHipin,  attended  4fi6 
SaeruitiDf  Snmce,  Mr.  Smitb.  of  Mainland,  aub- 
mitted  a  reaolution  to  inspend  the,  read 

twice  936 

read  the  third  time,  and  paitad  -  •  940 
Redemption  of  I<aDd,  a  bill  giving  further  time 

for  the,  twice  read      ....  863 
RednctioD  of  Expeoditarea,  Mr.  Cobb  eubmittod 
a  ieriee  of  restdationa  on  the  aobject  of  a, 
wbieh,  on  bii  motioa,  waa  refemd  to  the 
CommtttM  of  the  Whole      .      -      -  449 
a  debate  on  the  reflolotioiw  in  Committee 

of  the  Whole  716 

ordered  to  lie  6a  the  table  -  -  .758 
Mr.  RoberteoD  aobmitlad  leaolutiona  oa  the 

■ame  aabjeet        -  858 
referred  to  a  eelect  committee   -  859 
Regiflter  of  Willi.  D.  C,  a  bill  to  regnlate  the 

feea  of  Uie,  twice  read  -  1318' 
Regulating  Proeeaa,  in  the  conrta  of  the  United 
Btalei^  8  bill  to  amend  the  act  fcr,  twice 

read  968 

ordetad  to  a  third  reading  •      -  1S9S 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  IS93 

Raid,  Robert  R.,  of  Georgia,  attended      -      -  440 
■peedt  o£  on  hb  rratdulion  raapecUng  the 

correction  of  the  Joomal      .      •      -  869 
on  Mr.  Claj'a  reaolation  for  a  Hiniater  to 

Sooth  America  1071 

remarki  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  second  proposi- 
tion  1090 

RetrenehmeDt  of  Expeaditurea,  Mr.  Foot  snb- 

mitted  a  motion  on      -      -      -      -  448 
RsTeQue,  Mr.  Baldwin  sabmitted  sundry  reaolu- 

tiona  rela^ng  to  the     ...      -  714 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Silsbee,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Traaanry  waa  directed  to  report  the 
number  of  ioapectora,  dec.,  of      -      -  908 
letter  from  the  decretary  in  reply     -      -  976 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Waysand  Means 
on  the  state  of  the  -  -  1086 

Reviaal  and  Unfinished  Bosineas,  appointment 

ofthnatanding  Committee  on  -  489 

Randutionar^  Penaou,  appointment  of  a  aaleei 

oommittee  on  •  -      -  441 

Rarolntionary  War,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler, 
of  Mew  Hampahire,  the  Semtary  of  War 
was  directed  to  report  the  ragnlatiMia  be 
haa  adopted  nndcr  the  act  to  provide  fbr 
cerlain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naTsJ  service  during  the      ...  450 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply      -      -  501 
a  UU  in  addition  to  the  act  making  provi* 
nent  dec,  tviea  read    .      -      .      .  681 
lOea,  John,  of  Tenneaaee,  attended      •      •  434 
remaika  of,  on  the  motion  lo  amend  tfae 

Jounal  844 

on  Mr.  Pai^r'a  motion  on  that  subject  •  847 
Rich,  (Aariea,  of  Vbgiaia,  attended  •  437 

speech  of,  on  prohibition  of  imports  -  704,  1003 
Ridiarda,  Mailt,  of  Yermoat,  aUended  -  -  483 
Btehmond,  Jonathan*  of  New  YoA,  attended  •  483 
BiDggold,  Saaael,  of  Muylud,  attandM     -  433 


Page 

Roads  and  Canal%  an>^ntmeiitof  m  aaleat  earn- 

mittee  on     ------  441 

Robeitaon,  Gwuge,  itf  KentaAy,  altnxied      -  4M 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  am  aid  tfae 

JoDmol  MS 
qieceh      m  Mr.  Clay'a  Smilh  ABoriea 

motion  104] 
on  Mr.  Clay'a  aacond  proposition      -  fOSS,  1006 
Roddy,  Alexander,  a  biU  for  relief  o^  twioanad  134* 
Rodrignet,  J<An,  a  bill  fcr  idicf  of,  twiea  nad  -  681 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •      •      -     -  MO 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  -  945 
Rogara,  Tkomaa  J.,  of  Pennoylvanaa,  at- 
tended   -  433 

Roman  Catholic  Cathedral,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hardin,  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Means  were  inalructed  to  inqnire  into  the 
expediency  of  exempting  fnxD  dnl^  ar- 
tides  imported  for  the,  at  BaidilavK  -  1071 
Rosa,  ThomaaR.,  of  Ohio,  attended-  -  -  4X 
rcmariia  o(  00  Mr.  Parker'a  metioa  to  coi- 

rwt  the  Journal    .      -      -      -      •  8N 
on  the  Senate'a  Miaaoari  reaolBtioB  -      -  1  [t9 
Rush,  Richard,  corraaptmdaaoa  ot,  mlh  tfae  Sam» 

taryofSute  1315 

oorreapoodence  o(  with  Lord  CaetUraagh  1313. 

13» 

Ryland,  Rev.  William,  a  meaaage  from  the  Sen- 
ate that  they  have  eleeted,  ae  ClmplaiB  •  44« 

a. 

Salariaa,  a  Ull  to  reduce,  &&,  twiee  read,  and 

referred   1041 

reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  ijgt 
laid  on  the  table  1(15 

Salmon,  Manuel  Gonxalea,  letteis  from,  to  Mr- 

For^yth  lUM,  IMl 

Sandusky,  a  tnll  authorizing  the  Preaidtat  to  oa- 
taUiih  a  pert  of  entty  ia  tba  diitoieiai, 
read  twice    ......  681 

read  tfae  third  time,  and  paaaed  -      -      .  685 

Sands,  Anatin  L.    (See  Sttoau,  Ebemear.} 

Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  Carolina,  attaadad  -  431 

San  Fernando  and  Quiroga,  lottarftMi  ChalMha 

o(,  to  Mr.  Foiayth        -      .      .      .  1316 

Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  tlw  lie— 
ctf  Repreaentatives,  and  Librarian,  a  biU 
from  tlw  Senate  to  revive  and  eeliaae 
in  fciee  the  act  fixing  die  compemMftiaa 
of  the,  twice  read  -  1171 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased        -      -  IIR 

Sedition  Law,  Mr.  Rom  iubositted  a  raastitiia 
reqqeating  of  the  Presideni  to  canae  to  ho 
laid  b^bn  the  Houae  the  names  of  all 
persons  prosecuted,  convicted,  ftc,  imdrr 
the  68S 

Semiaole  War,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  nlmf 
of  die  officers  and  votunteers  in  the  iMe 
war,  twiee  read,  and  raftered  .  «71 

die  eommittee  rocommend  indaAaite  paol- 
ponement     ------  86C 

Sergeant,  John,  of  PennaylTania,  attwded      -  4fl 

speech  of,  on  the  Misaoari  raeolatiiHi        -  SI? 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes  •  -  .  .  667 
remarks  of^  on  Mr.  Ardier**  reetdntkm  rd»> 

tive  to  MisMori    ....   737,  TV 
on  Mr.  Clay'a  South  America  reaolotioB  - 

Settle,  Thonaa,  of  North  GamiiBa,a(laBdad   -  M 
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Settlers  on  Pablie  Ltnde,  Mr.  BstM  of  ArkuiMa 
preieated  the  petitioo  or  the  Legielstare 
of  1h»t  tarrito^,  imyiDB  ralief for,  referred  446 
Smrd,  Daidel,  ■  toil  rarnUefo^  twice  rmd  -  466 
erdomd  to  a  third  folding  -      -      -      -  483 
nad  the  third  tin*,  add  pUMd  •      -      .  786 
£Hnfer,  Jacob,  tlie  admae  report  on  ^  pefidcm 

eooearred  in  '  46S 

Shaw,  Hanry,  of  Manachnntta,  attaoded  -      •  433 
IS^da,  Iliomaa,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  concerning,  twice  TOsd,  and  Te- 

fetnd  1000 

Tepcnted  without  ameudmeat  -  .  -  -  1946 
read  Uie  third  time,  and  pawad  -  -  1393 

Sibley,  Solomon,  a  ddegate  from  Michigan,  in 
place  of  William  Woodbridga,  leaigned, 
prodaeed  his  crcdeotiab,  Ac  -  443 

ffilabee,  Nathaniel,  of  Mattachnsalts,  attended  •  476 
remarks  of,  on  recfliving  bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  datiea      -  69S 
Kntkins,  Eldred,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  attended  -  437 
speech  of,  on  the  Military  Peace  Establish* 

mant  768 

on  the  Senata'a  Missouri  reaolnUon  -  -  1128 
on  the  IhII  to  reduce  salarieo  -  •  .  -  1S09 
on  the  military  apptoprialioos  .  -  -  1280 
en  the  Senate  s  amendment  to  the  same  -  1396 
Sinking  Fond,  rmort  of  the  Commisdoners  of 

the,  laid  on  the  table    .      -      •      -  106S 
copy  of  eaid  report   .      .      -      •      -  1681 
INx  Nations,  Mr.  Gross  of  New  York  aabmittad 
a  reeolntioa  reqneMing  infbrmatioD  of  the 
President  respecting  the       .      -      -  767 
agreed  to,  and  a  eoaunitlce  appointed  to 

preseat  it  -      -      -  -  80> 

a  Message  fiom  the  President  tnumitduf 
the  iDuraiation  -  909 

Slave  ^ade,  appdntment  ofa  sdect  committee 

on  the  -  441 

eioan,  Jdbn,  ofOhio,  iMradnd  -  .  -  484 
Slocomb,  Jesse,  of  North  CaroMna*  attended  -  484 
Mr.  Smith  announced  the  death  of  -  683 
Smith,  Barnard,  of  New  York,  attended  -  -  438 
flMhh,  Samuel,  of  MaiyhBd  attended  -  483 

rema^  on  Ihe  tbne  per  cant,  bill;  •  4M 
on  Mr.  GaunoB'sieaotatloB  .  -  -  603 
an  the  bank  note  reaolntioB  -  696 

on  the  resolotion  concMwiflg  unsettled  bal- 

lances  700 

on  tile  military  appropviationa  .  -  -  716 
on  the  motion  to  amend  tiie  Journal  -  -  843 
on  the  rednetion  of  the  Army  •  -  MS,  006 
on  tite  reaolfltien  to  amend  the  ConatltMien  907 
on  Mr.  Olay'k  South  America  rewJotkm  1087, 

1089 

Smith,  Bllbfd,  or  Vifgiua,  attended  •  433 

Smih,  James  S.,  of  South  OoroUna,  attended  -  434 
renuaka  of,  On  tfie  reaototien  to  amend  the 
Constttvtien        ....      -  608 
Smith,  William,  a  bUl  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -  796 
Sayth,  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  attended  -      -  488 
speodi  of,  on  the  MieMuri  resotudon      •  666 
on  Mr.  Cobb'a  reoetaliena      ...  744 
Solders  recmitad,  Mr.  Tracy  submitted  a  teao- 
lution  directing  ttw  Secretary  of  War  to 
report  the  number  of    -      -      -      -  084 
emnderad  and  agreed  to  -  -  686 

letter  from  the  Seeratajy  of  War  in  reply  -  700 


Pa«e. 

Somerset  Agricoltaral  Society,  Maine,  Mr.  Cnsh* 
man  presented  the  memorial  of  tiie,  re> 

ferred  44» 

Sooth  American  Sutas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay 
the  resolntion  of  last  session  for  a  miauon 
to  certain,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole       -  -      -  10S9 

failure  of  the  motion  to  add  an  appro[»ia- 

tion  1077 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  another  resolution  -  1081 
tlfe  first  elanse  of,  agreed  to  -  -  -  1091 
the  aecond  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 

pdnted  to  present  it  to  the  Preoidant    •  lOM 
report     said  committee  -      •      -      •  llflO 
Soathud,  Henryi  of  New  Jersey,  attended     -  486 
remarks  o^  on  the  bank  note  paymenU   -  6M 
^nln,  a  Message  transmittbg  a  copy  of  the  rat- 
ified treaty  with  ISIO 

a  bill  for  catryiag  into  effect  the  treaty 

with,  twice  read  1B41 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...  1S41 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1S70 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  1398 

sundry  doenments  relating  to  &e  treaty  with  1 887 
Speaker,  extraordinary  Inlloting  for  a      -   485,  488 
remarks  of  the,  from  the  Chair,  on  the  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  Journal    -  N8 
Special  Dcpoihes,  a  letter  from  the  Sacriitary  of 

the  Treasury  with  a  statement  of  the     -  1179 
Standing  Committees,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Utile 

the,  were  appcnnted      -      -      .      •  489 
Standing  Rules,  Mr.  Storrs  submitted  a  resi4u- 

tion  to  amend  tiie  IBth,  of  the       -      -  443 
agreed  to,  and  the  rale  annulled      -      -  44t 
Staniford,  Thomas,  the  adverse  report  on  tbe  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  the 

Whole  881 

Steame,  John.   (Bee  Bm4ktt,  mUtam.) 
Stephenson,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Oook  submitted  a 
resolution  instructing  the  Cmnmhtee  of 
Ptiblie  Lands  to  inquire  into  die  expe- 
diency of  anAoriiiDg,  to  loeale  a  cutifn 
{nece  of  land       -  •  •  '  884 

the  rttPoltttfon  negatiTed   -  666 
Stevens,  James,  of  Connef^bt,  attended      -  488 
remarks  of^  on  Mr.  Fuller's  resolntion      -  M8 
on  Mr.  Clay's  resolntion  -  1064 
Stevens,  Ebenexer,  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  a  VSH 

from  tbe  Senate  fn  the  laKaf  of    -      -  601 
twice  read,  and  referred    ...      -  606 
reported  witliout  amendment   •      '      '  ^ 
Sdpp,  John,  adverse  report  on  tbe  petition  og 

concorred  in        .      .      -      .      -  468 
Storrs,  Henry  R-,  of  New  York,  attended        -  488 
speech  of,  on  the  Mtssouri  resolution        -  688 
remarks  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties  698 
on  the  military  appropriaUons  -  718 
on  Mr.  Armor's  resolution      -      -      -  740 
on  amendment  of  the  GouaiilatiaB  -      -  968 
on  die  biB  to  incorporate  the  ColtniMa  Col- 
lege ------- 

on  the  amended  Misaouri  lasolnlion       -  11S4 
Street,  Randd  8.,  of  New  York,  attended      -  488 
Strong,  WUHam,  of  Vermont,  attended    -      -  488 
Strong,  James,  of  New  Vork,  attended   -      -  488 
speedi  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolntion      -  666 
on  the  amendment  to  the  Oonstitnlien     •  964 
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Page. 

SappTOMioii  of  the  Slave  Trade,  documenta  re- 
lating to  the  negotiktioni  of  the  GoTcrn- 
meotforthe  -      -        1313,  1469 

Swaztwoot,  Rt^rt,  ft  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read 

twice  1M6 

rui  the  third  time,  and  maaed  -  1SB8 

awauiagni.  Thomaa  V.,  of  Virginia,  attended  48S 

T. 

Tari^  Mr.  Kioaler  preeented  the  petition  of 
merchanta  wBel&at,  praying  that  no  al- 
teratioQ  may  be  mftue  in  fiie  eiiatiDg, 
referred  447 
anndry  petitions  preaented  againat  an  io- 

eteaae  of  the       -      .      .      .      .  466 
Ht.  Wlutman  preaented  a  memorial  from 
Maine  againat  the  propoaad  -      ■      .  041 
TiRi  ChrietiftD,  of  PennajlTanUt  attended      -  436 
Ttxfatg  of  certain  landa,  a  bill  to  aathoriie  the, 

within  the  new  Statea,  twice  read      -  1S62 
Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended       •  433 
the  election  of,  aa  Speaker  of  the  Hoaae  on 

the  SSd  ballot  438 

hia  addreH  thereupon  ....  438 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  &  vote  of  thanka 

waa  give]]  to        .....  1396 
addreaa  of,  on  adjourning  the  Houte      -  1303 
Terrill,  George  W.,  of  Georgia,  attended       -  466 
Thomaa,  Major  General  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read  863 

Tomlinaon,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  attended  •  433 
speech  of;  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army     -    9 13 
on  the  report  of  the  aelect  committee  of- 
thirteen  on  the  Miaaouri  reaolntion       -  10S4 
Tompkins,  Caleb,  of  Mew  Yorit.  attended       -  433 
Tomj^ina,  Daniel  "D^  declared  to  be  elected 

Vice  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea      -  1 164 
tike  oath  of  office  adminiatered  to      -      -  1S13 
Ttmnage  of  British  and  American  Tsaeela,  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury, 
with  statements  of  the  number  and, 
cleared  for  the  United  States  from  Ber- 
muda, Bahama,  and  the  West  Indies    -  1364 
Townsend,  Charles,  and  Jonas  Willians,  adrerse 

xntort  on  the  petitioD  of,  concurred  in  -  969 
Tneijt  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  attended      .  488 
^ading'hooaea  with  Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  from 
we  Senate  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
eatablishing,  read  twice,  and  referred    •  1338 
reported  without  amendment    -  1363 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  1399 
Tiu^Gbt  of  Balances,  a  bill  authortiing  a,  twice 

md,  and  referred  .      ...      -  863 
repmted  with  an  amendment   .      .      -  946 
ndered  to  a  third  reading-      ...  976 
nad  the  third  time,  and  recommitted        -  977 
TltnanuMon  of  Public  Moneys,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Trimble  the  Committee  00  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  what 
fbrtber  provision  ought  to  be  made  for 
the  safe,  from  the  leversl  land  officea     -  676 
Tnaaoiy,  War,  and  Navy  DepartmenI,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Storrs  the  Secretary  of.  the 
Tressury  was  directed  to  communicate 
to  the  House  the  amount  of  montyu 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  the  War 
and  Navy  Dapartment^reqiecUvely,  fi»r 
the  past  yewT,  Ac        .      -      •      -  461 


Treaaury,  War,  Ac — continned.  hfc. 
letter  from  the  Secictaiy  of  the  Naiyia  re- 
ply  SK 

a  bill  further  lo  amend  the  several  adt  re- 
lating to  the,  twice  read      •     •    •  UN 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      •     -    •  IMl 
mad  the  third  time,  and  psised  -  .  IM 

TrimUfl,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended  •     -  4M 
ramaiks  of,  on  Mr-  Codu's  rcsolntioit  m. 
(xrning  the  eipedition  op  the  MiMvi 
river,  ice.     -      -      -      ...  474 
on  the  anti'tariff  memorial*     -     ■     ■  677 
on  receiving  bank  notea  in  psymeot  <£ 

duties  6»i,IK 

on  the  milttaiy  appn^niations  •  -  -  711 
on  Mr.  Parkera  motion  to  amend  the  Jou- 

ual  Ml 

apeeeh  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army  •  811 
remarks  ot,  on  bu  amendment  lo  the  biO 

fixing  the  Military  Peace  EstaUUmrat  M 
on  the  Naval  Peace  EsUbliabment  -  •  m 
on  the  electoral  vote  of  Missoori  •  1148 

Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  attended  -  •  tt) 
Tucker,  Starting,  of  South  Carolina,  itleaM  •  ti) 
Tu^er,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fcri>- 

lief  of  m 

twice  read,  and  referred  .  -  •  -  IDH 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  the  third 

reading  rejected  -  -  -  .  ■  IIH 
vote  reconsidered,  and  the  Ull  smendtd 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  llN 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  UU 

Tylw,'Jdui,  of  Virginia,  attended  -     -    -  W 
speech  of,  on  the  anti-tariffmemoriab    •  fll 
on  the  Miasoui  reaolutioit       -     •    •  IW 
on  Mr.  City's  South  Aneiiea  nub^m  •  MB 
Tyler,  Beojamio  and  John,  a  bill  for  idkf  oC 

twice  read    •      -      •      .     .    -  cn 

U. 

Udree,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  pitet  of 
Joseph  Heietcr,  TM^nad,  was  qailited. 
and  toiA  hia  aeat  •  .     .    -  M 

the  Speaker  laid  befora  the  How  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  PeDnsflvaiui 
closing  authentic  returnaoflfaeelectioo  of  M 

Uniform  System  of  Bankruptcy,  a  bill  bem  ibt 
Senate  to  establish  a,  read  twice,  aadie- 

ferrad  U» 

reported  without  amendment,  and  Ud  00 
the  table  I* 

United  Agrkultaial  Society  of  Vugiaia,  *  >**  ^ 
pott  on  tile  memorial  of  tba  -     -  ' 

United  Statea  and  Canada,  on  motioaefMi- 
Mallary  a  committee  waa  appoinlsd  ts 
request  of  the  FresideDt  informalioa  u 
to  the  progress  mede  by  the  comBiMii» 
era  in  establishing  th«  boandaiy  liiM  b«> 
tween  the    -      •      .      .     ■     ■  V' 

United  Sutes  and  Fraoea,  a  leUer  &ob  4k 
Secreury  of  the  Treaaury,  with  iMf 
ments  showing  the  tonnage  of  veaalf  of 
the      -      -      .      .      -     -     -  9" 

United  States  Naval  Fraternal  AMOCtatioo,  Hi- 

Silsbee  presented  the  petition  of  die,  »•  ^ 
ferred  -      -      .      -      -      -     '  2 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  twice  read  ■     *  ^ 

Unlading  of  Veasels,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  la 
extend  the  time  for  the,  twice  read     *  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed-  ' 
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UontitfiedBoDotyXcDd  Cliinu*  report  of  the 
Seenluy  of  the  Trouniy  with  a  rtato- 
menl  of  the  nnmber  of  •  •      -  601 

UmetUed  BalancM,  Mr.  Wtrfield  rabmittod  • 
rcwIatioD  for  printing  (^000  M^ee  of  the 
ComptroUei'iUftof,  Ac.      .      .      -  703 

Upham,  Nathuiiel,  of  New  HuBpehin.  et- 

leodod  433 

V. 

Tacdno  Imtitntion,  the  bill  of  hut  H«sion  to 

incorporate  the,  read  twice   .      -      ■  46S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading                     -  471 
read  the  third  Ume,  and  pasced        -      -  473 
Van  RenaMlaer,  Solomoo,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended 438 

Viifinia  Military  Land  WarraQta,  a  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  locating,  twice  read    -  fi8S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  A84 
roeommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Private 

Land  Claims  686 

reported  with  amendments,  and  again  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading        -  713 
read  the  third  time,  and  pawed  -  •  735 

YiTOf,  General,  credential  letter  of,  to  Freeideat  1406 
tit»  full  power*  of,  as  Eotoj  Extraordina^ 
and  Miniatar  Plenipotentiary  for  Hia 

Catholic  Majesty  1414 

eorreipDiideiieeo^  with  the  Seeretaiy  of  State  1416 

W. 

Wadaworth,  Colonel  Deeiua.  (See  Loaiu  of 

Pmoder.) 

Wager,  Catharine,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  laid  on  the  table    -  1284 
Walker.  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    -  434 
speech  of,  on  the  rednetion  of  the  Army   -  866 
on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolntion  •  1083 
Wallace,  Jamei  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  433 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lowndes  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instmeted  to  inqnire  into  the 
expediency  of  smsndiog  the  law  wUch 
directs  the  manner  in  which  money 
shall  be  drawn  bom  the  Treasory,  tor 
the  ezponditnros  of  the  -  784 

Waifiald,  HeniT  R.,  of  Maryland,  attended     -  433 
renaiks  of,  on  his  reeolntion  coneemtng 

nnsettlod  balances        ....  70s 
00  the  motion  tosmend  the  Joornal  -    843,  861 
Waahington,  a  Mil  from  the  Senate  authorising 

the  sale  of  certain  grounds  in  the  city  of  103S 
twice  read  and  referred    ...      -  1056 
reported  with  an  amendment  -      -     ■.  1318 
Washingtffia  Tura|Mke  Road  Company  of  Maty- 
land,  the  committee  to  which  was  reforred 
the  bill  of  lost  session  to  repeal  the  act  an- 
thorizing  the,  to  extend  their  road  through 
the  Dutrict,  recommend  its  r^eetion,  and 
the  bill  was  rejected     ....  984 
Ways  and  Means,  appcnntment  of  the  standing 

Committee  of  439 

discharge  of  ths  eoramittae  -  1371 

Webster,  John,  a  lull  for  relief  of,  twice  read   •  909 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  977 

Weed,  Seth,  the  petition  of,  was  reftvred  10  the 

Secretary  of  War  708 

Weights  and  Measures,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  with  his  report  on     •      •  1316 


Pago. 

Wendover,  Petar  H.,  of  New  York,  attended  -  48S 
West  India  Commerce,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ful- 
ler a  committee  was  appointed  to  request 
information  of  tho  President  what  naval 
force  had  been  empktyed  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  448 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply  -  701 
West  Point  Academy,  Mr.  Cannon  moved  a 

resolution  eonoeming  ....  BOS 
amended,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

War  608 

Wheeling  Road,  Mr.  Herrick  submitted  a  Teso> 

lution  concerning  the   •      .      -      -  986 
a  Message  from  the  President  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the,  and  Mr.  H.'s  resolution  was 

withdrawn  996 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementaiy  to  the 
act  to  appoint  Commismoners  to  Ity  out, 

dec.  the,  read  1373 

Whitehead,  Wilttam,  a  bill  from  the  Sonata  §ae 

relief  of  1364 

Whitman,  Esckiel,  of  Maasaduuetts,  attended  466 
remarks  of,  on  the  propOMticm  to  amend  ths 

Constitution  967 

Williams,  Jonas.   (See  Toumamd,  CAor/es.) 
Williams,  James.   (See  GcotUng,  John.) 
Williams,  Jsred,  of  Virginia,  attended     -      -  433 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  •  484 
qwech  of,  on  the  Irill  to  fix  the  Military 

Peace  Establiahment    ...      -  767 
00  the  reduction  of  the  Army   -  906 
Willis,  Henry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell, 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inqoire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  act  for  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  •      -       -  467 
a  bill  to  amend  the  same,  twice  read  -      -  460 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .      -      -      .  464 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -      .      -  466 
rsturned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to     -      -      -      •  686 
Wood,  SUsa,  of  New  York,  attended      -      -  434 
remarks  o(  on  the  proposition  to  amend  the 

Conatitntion  967 

on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resoliUioB  -  1081 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  reso- 
lution to  amend  the  Constitution  •      -  604 
on  recommitting  the  Missouri  resolution   -  674 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same      -      -  609 
on  tha  finsl  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Daniel  McDuff  680 

on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Ardier's  Missenri 

resolution  74S 
on  connderiog  the  same   -  707,  803 

on  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  to  amend  the  Journal  844 
on  Mr.  Warfield's  motion  to  reconsider  the 

same  864 

on  Mr.  Bsrbour's  motion  to  insert  certain 

words  866 

on  Mr.  Reed's  resolution  respecting  the  cor- 
rection of  the  Journal  -      .      -      -  868 
on  ordering  the  bill  for  redadng  the  Military 

Peace  Establishment  to  a  third  reading  -  988 
on  die  final  paasage  of  the  same  •  -  937 
on  amending  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  family 

of  the  late  Commodore  Perry  -  -  938 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading    -  988 
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Yetl  tnd  Nty«— oontinoed.  Ptgt. 
on  Mr.  Enrtia'a  nwlatkHi  to  admit  MiiMDri  M4 
oa  the  mwlatton  to  snoiid  the  ComtitDtioB  9ST 
on  tbeflnJ  pMMgoof  tbo  bill  toinenponle 

the  Colnrabk  CoU«g«  -  9fl8 

oD  amftndinir  tlw  MiMoori  rewlation  lOH,  10S8 
on  tho  amended  molation  Toting  to  ■  Na- 

T«l  Pewe  EMrfUment  -  1063 

on  Mr.  Chy'i  renewed  metnm  for  •  Minb- 

t«r  to  Sooth  Ameriea  -  1077 
on  the  fifit  dauM  of  Mr.  Clay'a  aeeond  pvo^ 

utioD  relating  to  South  America  -  -  1091 
(m  the  eeeood  devoe  of  the  aame  ■  IMS 

on  indefinite  pot^mnement  of  the  report  of 

the  Committee  of  thii4een  on  the  Senrie'e 

MiHonri  raaelation      •  -  1113 

on  amending  the  aame  -  .  .  .  iiH 
on  ooncivrinf  with  the  CoBiBHttee  of  the 

Whole  to  the  lepnt  ...  IIU 
on  iffdering  the  reeolation  of  the  eeleet  ooB- 

^ttee  to  a  third  reading  -  lllS 

on  reconndering  the  laat  vote  -  •  -  1130 
on  ordering  it  to  a  tldrd  reading,  after  re- 

eonaideration  .  .  -  .  .  ii46 
on  the  reeolutioD  touching  the  vote  of  Mie- 

•onri,  for  PneldeBt,  dte.      -  •  lltS 

tm  a  motion  to  adienm  -  -  .  .  lltS 
on  amending  tlM  UU  to^nge  the  mode  of 

pe^g  tfie  Aimy  1174 

on  the  ftnal  paeaage  ef  the  annc  -  1100 
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